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A. 

Accounts,  of  the  settlement  of  79 
Adams,  president,  his  age  447 
Adams,  Mr.  sec.  of  state — see 
congress,  various  heads;  his 
letter  on  emigration  157 — his 
directions  respecting  the  cen- 
sus 319;  the  only  head  of  a 
department  at  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment 464 

Africa — Sierra  Leone  65;  of  the 
river  Niger  415 

African  colonization — arrival  of 
the  Elizabeth,  See.  240;  re- 
ports of  deaths,  &c,  432 

“Age  of  reason,”  notice  of  the 
work  82 

Jilabama — law  of  the  state  for 
safety  against  the  slaves  113; 

C.  Tait- -district  judge  240; 
exports  of  Mobile  328 

Allston,  Mrs.  reported  murder 
of,  &c  oil;  her  case  referred 
to  451 

Almeida,  capt.  326 — see  brig 
“Wilson.” 

Americans  at  sea  417 

Anonymous  letters  151 

Antiquities  of  Ireland  362 

Appointments  and  promotions 
—naval  123,  151;  civil  128, 
223,  318;  military  390,  391; 
remarks  on  137 

Appropriation  bills,  noticed  33 
Arab  pirates  239 

Jirabia — lady  Hester  Stanhope 
65;  the  Wahabees  65 

Arkansas — notices  of  240 

Army — col.  King  152;  general 
order  respecting  the  recruit- 
ing service,  &c.  152;  general 
orders,  northern  division  224; 
board  of  officers,  rank  in  the 
line  391;  court  martial  at  De- 
troit 431;  maj.  Wooley  and 
capt..Tohnson  most  honorably 
acquitted  464 

Arrest  of  a dead  body  96 

Arts,  progress  of  in  France  321 
Astley,  Thomas  387 

Atlas,  American,  Tanner  and 
Co’s  274 

B. 

Baldwin,  H.  see  “congress,”  and 
288;  dinner  given  him  at  Phi- 
ladelphia 327 

Balloon,  flight  of  one  287 

Baltimore — donations  to  Savan- 
nah 87;  inspections  151,  365; 
exchange  opened  271;  cele- 
bration of  independence  329; 
oratorio  at  343;  interments 

432,  447 

BA.NKSAND  BANKINO. 

Bank  of  the  United  States— report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  respecting  1, 
dividends  of  the  remaining  funds 
of  the  old  bank  33;  on  tlie  price  of  its 
stock  H2:  statement  of  its  condition, 
Nov.  1819,  117;  on  the  losses  of  the  U. 

S.  by  its  misconduct  316;  counterfeit 
hills  326;  curious; calculations  of  profits, 
and  errors  corrected  402;  law  case,  at 
Cincinnati  399,  442;  Jobbing  in  the 
stock  ‘ 464 


Banks  of  the  United  States,  capital,  &c. 
as  reported  by  the  sec.  of  tlie  treasury 
77,  78;  Columbia  banks  I,  34,  184,  416, 
451;  niodesty  of  a robber  clerk  184;  of 
Virginia  altered  notes  240;  of  Maryland 
326,  451;  N.  York  360;  counterfeit  bills 
326,  360,  416, 432, 446;  of  New  England 
432;  Kentucky  151;  Tennessee  433, 452; 
Geo.  224,  241,  271,  274.  453;  Ohio  224, 
399;  Maine  240,  312;  New  Hampshire 
36«;  halves  of  notes  340;  broken  baoks 
364,  355;  counterfeits  and  small  notes 
45):  nests  of  counterititers  464 

Bankruptcy,  brief  sketch  of  a 
system  for  7 — the  iiecessily 
of  a law,  &c.  97 

Barb  ary — the  treaty  between 
France  and  Algiers  51;  Mo- 
rocco 161,  223;  the  plague 
in  398;  Algerine  squadron 

446,  463 

Barron,  com.  his  duel  with  com. 
Decatur  5?',  97;  correspon- 
dence 98;  recovering  128;  his 
case  noticed  169;  his  trial  by 
a court  martial,  at  length,  on 
the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake  171 
Bibb,  Wm.  W.  dies  446 

Bigelow,  a lawyer  360 

Bonaparte,  Napoleon— his  me- 
moirs 25,  63;  force  and  cost 
of  the  establishment  for  his 
safe-keeping  155;  Mr.  Stokoe, 
155;  of  his  condition  238 

, Jerome  360 

Bonds  for  duties,  aggregate, 
amount,  8cc.  229 

Boston,  ancient  artillery  comp. 

287;  St.  Paul’s  church  365 

Brackenridge’s  history  of  the 
war  96 

Brazil — galley  slaves  imported, 
and  remarks  on  emigration 
to  286;  a new  history  of  364 

British  affairs 

Affairs,  interesting  illustrative  of  the  debt, 
revenue,  taxes,  Ike.  322 

Agriculture,  state  of  394, 413:  of  the  com- 
mittee on  460 

America,  trade  with  3io 

American  produce  and  stocks,  noticed 
48;  only  one  vessel  at  London  394;  ta- 
riff, on  the  news  of  its  rejection  412 

Americans  impressed  61 

Animal,  curious  359 

Antrabus,  Mr.  * 189 

Army  323, 359,  412  (estimates)  414 

Arrests  237 

Banks,  sir  Joseph  . 427 

Banks,  private  363, 394,  413, 459, 460 

Barber  fined  343 

Bennet,  Mr.  461 

Birmingham,  reduced  consumption  at  395 
Bradley,  the  Yorkshire  giant  - 4i6 

Brougham,  Mr.— see  “queen.” 

Burdett,  sir  Francis  25,  123,  188,  343, 
394,413 

Byron,  lord  268 

Canning,  Mr.  343;  his  eulogy  on  the 
queen  427:  his  course  respecting  her  460  i 
Canterbury  address  to  the  queen  393  i 

Cartwright,  maj.  222 

Castlereaghjlord  6o  | 

Catholics  in  England  264 

Cato  street  conspiracy— notices  and  de- 
tails, &C.  108,  123,  158,  175,  237,  254, 
268;  editorial  remarks  276;  execution  233 
Champion  of  England!  413 

Clarence,  the  duke  of  61 

Cobbett,  Mr.  48, 175,  222,  413 

Colleges  and  universities  460 

Combination  against  American  manufac- 
tures 151 

Corn,  average  price  of  323 

Coronation  of  the  new  king  238,  324,343. 


Crevey,  Mr. 

Crim.  con.  cases 
Crimes  and  critninaU 


359,  394,  413 
461 


Curran,  Mr.  4x1 

Customs,  ancient  61 

Debt  61,  322,  394,  4)2 

Devereux,  gen.  61 

Dover,  riot  of  smugglers  at  427 

Droits  of  admiralty  17S 

Duties  268 

Edwards,  the  spy  310;  a bill  for  high  trea- 
son found  against  him  358;  pardoned!  394 
Elections  i75,  188, (curious)  189,  222 

Emigration  • 61,268 

Emigrants  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope  48,268 
Exeter  theatre  burnt  158 

Expenditures  322 

Exports  413 

Foreign  ministers  324 

Forgeries  61,  158;  legalized  459 

Fox,  Charles,  his  memory  celebrated  4 3 

Free  trade  268,343,346 

Gambling,  high  61.  158 

Garrick,  Mrs.  268 

Glasgow— radicals  at,  5ce.  108,222,  237: 
population  of  460 

Glencoe,  massacre  of  the  clan  of,  noticed  254 
Grain,  prices  of  268,  442;  ports  partially 
opened  for  the  import  of  394 

Grattan,  Mr.  60 

Greenock,  riot  at  359 

Groom  of  the  stole  324 

Grosvenor,  general,  38S 

Gun,  the  possession  of  one  175 

Hanging, a lively  business  238 

Harrison,  Mr.  343 

Heard,  sir  Isaac  60 

Hereditary  revenues  175 

Highlanders  in  Ross  shire  175 

Hobhouse,  Mr.  158,  442 

Huiit,  Mr.  tried,  &c.  188,  222, 343,  413 

Hutchinson,  lord  392 

Ice,  lives  lost  by  the  breaking  of  49 

Income  of  the  empire,  &c.  323 

Insurrection,  simultaneous,  intended  237 

Ireland, disturbed  25  324;  particulars  48. 

61,  108,  175,  254;  the  lord  lieut.  413; 
failure  of  the  banks  4l3 

Irish  antiquities  363 

Kean,  Mr.  ' 459 

Kent,  the  duke  of.  dies,  &c.  48,  60:  his 
child  459 

Kenyon,  lord  459 

King  George  III,  dies,  &c.  47;  proceed- 
ings 47,  48;  George  IV.  proclaime  d.  See. 
48,  49.  61;  notices  48,  60,254;  (his  birth 
day)  267;  speech  269;  revenue  to  him 
284;  his  court  363;  his  message  on  the 
arrival  of  the  queen  393;  ladies’  hoops 
dispensed  with  414;  his  courtesy 
ran  427 

Larks,  a strange  quantity  of  63 

Leopold,  prince  459 

Liturgy  altered  60,237 

Liverpool,  imports  at  48;  arrivals  at  62; 
exports  268;  petition  on  the  navigation 
laws  394;  entry  of  vessels  at  44f 

Loan  required,  &c.  394,  428 

' London— a great  fire  at  49;  proclamation 
of  the  new  king  61 

Mackenzie,  sir  A.  254 

Manchester  61,  222:  persons  killed  and 
wounded  at  the  massacre  460 

Manufactures  238 

Manufacturers,  state  of  324,395 

Marriage,  singular,  48;  bar’jarous  268 

Merchants’ petitions  34  » 

Ministers  61,  558 

M(>ney  abundant  284 

Mournings  17.5 

Musetfiin,  the  413 

Mutiny  413— bill  428 

Names- “holy,  sacred,”  &c.  427 

Navigation  laws  268,  343.346,  394 

Navy  394;  estimates  414;  of  the  Kent  74, 
427;  ships  broken  up  and  building  442 

Newgate  calendar  . 48 

North  America  463 

Paisley,  &c.  222,  237 

Parliament,  prorogued  r08;  king’s  speech 
123;  meets  254;  strength  of  parties  343 

Paupers  238;  poor  rates,  &c.  322,  324,  395 

Pellew,  capt.  45  9 

Percival,  Mr.  443 

Phillips,  Mr.  6 0 

Pickpockets  238 

Plymouth  sea-wall  413 

Press,  liberty  of  61 

Quakers  wait  on  the  king  363 

Queen,  notices  of  her  48,  60,  61,  108,  12.3, 

188,  237,  268,  427,  428,  429,  442,  443; 
arrives  in  England,  &c.  343,  358,  392, 

393,  412,461:  correspondence,  negocia- 
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tion,  &c.  392.  393,  412.  428,  429,  442, 

443,  459;  addressed  by  the  corporation 
of  London -112:  parliamentary  proceed* 
ings  393,  412,  4i8,  429,  442,  443,  459, 

4t5l;  remarks  on  her  case  449;  the  bill 
to  divorce  her  459,  461:  Pergami  46! 

Revenue  62,238,322 

Riots.  &c.  108,222 

Royal  academy  258 

—society  427,  44^ 

Scotland— disturbances  in  158,  175,  237;  a 
battle  in  238,  254;  baron  of  the  exche- 
quer 343;  representation  413;  church 
of  428 

Scott,  sir  Walter 

Seditions,  &c.  48 

Sheep,  extraordinary  158 

Sheffield  Mercury,  extract  from  310 

Shipowners  347,394 

Shipping,  460,  463 

Silver,  plenty  394 

Smuggling  427 

Spain,  on  relations  with  48,  284^  revolu- 
tion in  honored  264 

Stage  coaches,  460 

State  of  the  country  48,  385,  395 

Stocks  108,  188,  268,  284,  343, 394, 460 
Sunday  newspapers  413 

Sussex,  the  duke  of  48,60 

Taxes  322 

Theatre— plays  prohibited  48 

Thistlewood,  A.  see  “Cato  street  conspi- 
racy.” 

Throne,  the  heir  of  the  60;  new  one  pre- 
paring 158 

Universities  460 

Vice,  king's  proclamation  against  238 

Wages  of  weavers  61 

Wales,  the  princess  of— see  “Queen”  above: 
a “Jack  of  all  trades”  ill  460 

Wellington,  the  duke  (if  61,  123 

West,  Benjamin,  dies  175:  his  collection 
of  old  paintings  460 

Wheat,  price  of  442 

Wife  sold  268,  363 

Wolesly,  sir  Charles  25,  254,  343,413 

Wool,  from  New  South  Wales  48 

Woolen  yarn,  length  of  a pound  442  j Comet, 

Working  people,  state  of  !^3, 324,  395 

Yorkshire  giant  446 

Young,  Arthur,  dies  267 

Brown,  maj.  geu.  .224 

Bugnos  JlyreSf  slate  of  affairs  at 
25, 162;  war  with  Artigas  162; 
flight  of  Pueyrredon,  revolu- 
tions, &c,  162,  190,  237,  241; 
treaty,  &c.  270;  further  pro- 
ceedings 286,  364 

Banker’s  Hill,  the  man  who 
fired  the  first  gun  at,  dies  446 

Butter,  price  of  at  Utica,  N.  Y.  287 

C. 

Cadets,  promoted  391;  at  New 
York  447 

Campeachy,  the  constitution 
adopted  at  286 

Canada,  imports  and  exports, 

&c.  65;  Isie  aux  Noix  112;  ta- 
riff 169;  early  potatoes  224; 
arrivals  at  Quebec  326;  forti- 
fications at  do.  398 


Chauncey,  com.  432 

Chesapeake  frigate,  Barron’s 
trial  at  length  171 

Chicago — state  of  affairs  at  360 
Chili — lord  Cochrane’s  pro- 
seedings  25,  89,  91, 108;  Spa- 
^ nish  ship  of  74  guns  lost 
^ 25;  sundry  cajitured  91;  the 
San  Felmo  108;  Carrera  162; 
reduction  of  Valdivia  286; 
Com.  Hardy  arrives  off  the 
coast,  report  of  the  loss  of 
lord  Cochrane’s  flag  ship  416 
China — a French  Mandarin  of  363 
Clark,  John,  dies  271 

Ciay,  Mr.  see  congress — re- 
marks on  his  resolutions  97 ; 
a dinner  given  him  at  Lex- 
ington 327 

Colonization  of  thefree  blacks  298 

C olumbia—t\\e  republic  of— progress,  civil 
and  military  91;  inovcracatS;  &c.  162; 
lirst  vessel  arrives  under  the  new  flag 
190;  Rio  dela  Hache  190,286,  364, ‘398, 
416;  repoited  battles  190.  Mr.  Torres 
224;  news  of  the  revolution  in  Spain  re- 
ceived 240;  L.  Mendea,  minister  at  Lon- 
don 255;  constitution  proclaimed  at 
Canhager.a  364;  commissioners  from 
Murillo  398;  Bolivar  393;  Devereux  ar- 
rives 398,  416;  privateers  398;  Aury’s 
squadron  431;  correspondence  of  Mo- 
vilio  with  the  general  congress  463 

Columbia,  district  of— fire  at  Georgetown 
112;  institute  1 12;  judiciary  139;  thea- 
tre burnt  151;  depreciation  of  property 
at  Alexandria  151;  churches  in  416;  City 
Hall  464 

Combustion,  spontaheous  4U0 

a new  hypothesis  re- 
specting 272 

Company,  at  sea  416 

Compliment  to  the  editor  45 

Congress,  on  the  manner  of  do- 
ing business  in  3 

Congress  of  1774,  non-importa- 
tion agreement  225 


Biddle,  capt.  of  the  navy  125,  195 

Bills,  exhibit  of  the  progress  of  3 

Bonds,  message  of  the  president  respecting 
66;  do.  for  duties  229 

Boyd,  gen.  55 

British  colonies,  trade  with,  &c.  52,  92, 
112,  124,  166;  letter  from  the  secretary 
of  the  treasury  respecting  139 

Bulkley,  Benjamin  G.  9,93 

BuVrill,  Mr.  67 

Butler,  R.  and  others  3 

Canals,  see  “roads  and  canals.” 

Capitol  of  the  U.  S.  68, 109,  224 

Cardeli,  Peter  192 

Castiiie,  relief  to  certain  persons  at  110, 

“Caucus”  97,  113 

Census  U.  S.  28 , 31;  law  120 

Channing,  W.  20 

Circulating  medium— report  of  the  sec.  of 
treasury  mentioned  1;  at  length  34,  70 
Civil  appropriations  55 

Claims,  on  the  settlement  of  190, 195 

Clay,  Mr.  his  resolutions  95,  97,  111,  112, 
195;  thanks  to,  and  his  reply  233 

Collectors  of  the  customs  233 

Colonixation  194, 309 

Columbia,  the  district  of  15,  92,  109,  139, 

,150,464 

Constitution,  proposed  amendments  94,  I lO 
Coiiting-nt  expenses  12,  149 

Crimes,  bill  for  the  punishment  of  109 


Candy,  the  regalia  of  the  king, 
in  London  238 

Cannon,  the  proof  of,  prescrib- 
ed by  the  navy  board  132 

Cape  of  Good  Hope — colony  at  364 
Capitol,  of  the  United  States  224 
Carej^  Mr.  his  “New  Olive 
branch”  57 

Carroll,  Charles,  of  Carrollton 

329,447 

Cass,  gov.  his  projected  tour  150 
Caucus,  called  97;  abortion  of  113 
Census,  the  4tii  of  the  U.  S.  di- 
rections of  the  sec.  of  state 
for  taking  it  319;  remarks 
upon  the  law,  &,c.  450 


COXeKESS. 

Academy,  military  12,  54,  55,  56 

Accounts,  acts  for  the  settlement  of  79 
Acts,  a list  of  passed  at  the  session  234 
A-dams,  Mr.  his  letters  to  Mr.  Lowndes  59; 
report  on  the  case  of  J.  Smith  67;  (in 
claims  against  the  governments  of  St* 
Domingo  93;  on  the  execution  of  the 
treaty  of  Ghent  U7 

Adjournment  66,  67,94,  95,182  183 

Agriculture,  a committee  of  1 83 

Alabama  29,  148,  150;  (French  emigrants 
in)  163 

Appropriations,  on  the  transfer  of  13;  na- 
val 28.  31;  military  32, 54,  55,  56,91,92, 
112,  124,  125, 126;  general  56,  68, 109, 124 
Arkansas  28, 149 

Army— rations,  &c.  11:  certain  contracts 
16;  appropriations,  see  above',  cost  of  the 
staff,  &c.  56;  clothing  124,  146, 147, 150, 
183,  190,  193,  231;  employment  of  to 
make  a survey  of  the  interior  177;  a mo- 
tion for  reduction  18 1;  a plan  for  195 

Auction  duties  169, 185, 127, 148, 166, 181; 
proceedings,  debate,  &c.  182,  133;  Mr. 
Baldwin’s  speech  418 

Balances  due  from  collectors,  See.  229 

Baldwin,  Mr.  69;  his  speech  on  the  tariff 
241;  do.  on  the  duty  bill  299;  do.  on  the 
Missouri  question  403;  on  the  auction 
bill  418 

Baiti  more— respecting  a cannon  lost  at 
Noith  Point  ' 110 

Banks  of  the  U.  6. 28,  31;  general  report 
of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  1 

——in  thedisuict  of  Columbia  126,  127, 
163,  167,  177.  182 

Bankruptcy,  a system  of  10,  32,  52,  56, 
67,91,  95,109,  148 
Barbour,  Mr.  11,124 

Beaulieu,  capt.  L.  J.  of  the  revolution  177 
Beecher,  Mr.  13 


Cumberland  road  66,  67 

Customs,  office  r's  of  the  l4 

Darlington,  Mr.  436 

Debts,  the  collection  of  109, 1 12 

Decatur.com.  69,91,92 

Defaulters  109,  112 

Delisle,  Dudley  and  others  110,111 

Departments,  regulation  of  16S 

j Direct  taxes,  lands  sold  for  150 

Disbursing  officers  190, 231 

Drawbacks,  amount,  &c.  of  228 

1 Duelling,  a motion  respecting  125,  120; 

I (report)  127,  163 

Duties  8;  letter  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  respecting  9;  ort  a change  of 
the  manner  of  payment  55,  69;  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage  127;  on  the  prompt 
payment  of  166,  182;  letter  respecting 
229 

Duvergne,B.  11 

East  Indies,  imports  and  exports  from  and 
to  223 

En  tries,  regula  tion  of  92 

Erie,  Pa.  63 

Florida,  report  and  bill  to  take  possession 
of  32,  53;  the  treaty  112;  motion  to  take 
possession  195;  see  “Spain,”  relations 
with. 

Floyd,  Mr.  130 

Foreign  armed  vessels  11,  232 

Forrest,  Mr.  439 

Fortifications,  &c.  civil  jurisdiction  over 
28;  contracts  for  building,  31;  appro- 
priations 32 

Franking  U 

French  spoliations  55, 67, 127;  affairs  166; 

vessels  * '332 

Gales  and  Seaton,  Mr.  Randolph’s  motion 
respecting  94, 95 

Gen.  Armstrong  privateer  12S 

Georgia  66, 92 

Ghent,  execution  of  the  treaty  of  54,  llT 

G jdfroy,  G.  52,  67 

Goetz,  F.  67 

Good  Friday,  proposed  adjournment  on  1X9 


Gun  powder,  lead,  &c.  loaned  8, 11,  16 
Half  pay  officers  of  the  rev.  army  12S 
Hall  of  the  bouse  of  rep.  232 

Hayti— see  “St.  Domingo”  below. 

Heaps,  John  125,177 

Imports  and  tonnage  127 

Illinois  125,  148,  233 

Importations,  value  of  for  four  years  223 

Indiana  (and  Illinois)  boundaries  125 

Indians— a bill  to  license  traders  with  10; 
report  on  the  trade  143;  do.  to  the  s - 
nate  155;  trading  houses  and  trade  1 v, 

n.  28,  68,  92,  124,  127,  167 

— the  Stockbridge  11,150 

— the  Chippewas  233 

Internal  revenue  148, 192 

Iron,  of  duties  upon  127 

Jackson,  gen.  A.  28 

— -his  memorial  329 

Journals  of  the  old  congress  54,  147;  of 
the  convention  ld6 

Judges  (district)  124,127 

Judicial  system  163 

dij;diciary  of  the  dist.  of  Columbia 


1*V 


IxNDKX. 


Juns(lic<ioii,  civil,  of  the  states  2>i, 

Kmtucky  67,148' 

Kertniou,  L.  de  11 

King,  Mr.  of  N.  Y,  52 

Col.  William  150,183,231 

Xands.  puldic— l)iils  respecting  8,9,10,11,^ 

28,  32,  52.  53,  54,  93,  95,  109,  149,  150, 
167, 190;  2 p*=r  cetit.  fund  10;  sales  of  52, 

66,  67;  quantity  unsoki,  140;  report 
on  f.l)eapi)lication  ot  certain  Swiss  107; 
on  reducijig  tlie  price  of,  &C.150;  titles  194 
Laws— see  “Laws:”  on  the  passage  of  3; 

promulgation  of  67,  92,  93,178,  194,195 
Lead, &e.  loaned  8,  it,  16 

Xo:t!i,  the,  for  1820,  148, 183,  193,  231,  233 

Louisiana,  French  and  Spanish  grants  in 
53,  69 

Louisiana— grt  at  claims  to  land  in  147 

Low'ndes,  Mr,  15, 53,  59, 95,  149 

.Lyon,  Matthew  124 

Maine,  memorial  of  the  members  from 
^•of  the  bill  9;  conference  10;  courts  in 


29;  represeniativrs 

52,92,110 

Marine  hospitalinoney 

140 

Massachusetts 

5.2,92,  110 

Manufactures,  generally 

127 

McNtil,  ,)ose]th 

11 

l^teUiterranean  squadron 

16, 180 

Fleeting  of  congress 

194,  195 

Meigs,  Mr. 

11,149 

Mtrtfer,  Mr. 

194 

Message  of  tlie  president— on 

our  relations 

with  Spain  33,  54,191,230;  on  thetrea* 
ty  of  cession  with  Georgia  66;  on  the 
Cuniber!a)id  road  66;  about  the  bonds 
of  collectors,  !kc.  66 

Michigan  28, 149, 167 

'Militia  16,  110;  (return  for  1819—  96;) 

124,  139,  148,  150j  163,  164,231 
Military  establishment,  see  army. 

Miller,  Christopher  164 

Mint,  the  55;  aoiount  of  coinage, dr'c.  136, 141 
Mississippi  and  Ohio  rivers,  survey  of  54 
Missouri  expedition  67 

respecting  slavery,  in,  &c.  9,  10, 

12,  13,  14,  15,  16.  17,  27,  29;  Mr.  Tay- 
lor’s speech  .7:  Mr.  Pinckney’s  349;  Mr. 
Sergeant’s  367;  Mr.  Baldwin’s  400;  Mr; 
Darlington’s  436;  Mr. Forrest’s  439;  Mr. 
Tucker’s  4S3;  Mr.  Smith’s  458 

Molasses,  against  the  incraase  of  duties 
on  7 27 

Navigation,  the  act  concerning  125. 127, 
12S,  149,  231 

Navy— small  vessels,  150,  167,  231;  sur- 
geons in  164;  regulations  respecting 
presents,  freights.  6c.  167,  177,  181, 
195, 230;  rules  and  regulations  (general) 
177;  employment  of  certain  officers  to 
make  surveys  177:  Mr.  ’Wiiliams’  mo- 
tion 180:  organization  of  ngvy  hoard,  &c. 
181;  peace  establishment  195;  timber 
lands  for  232 

Newson,  Robert  10 

Newton,  Mr.  232 

North  Carolina,  the  coast  of  232 

Office,  of  the  term  of,  in  certain  cases  190, 
231 

Ohio  and  .Mississippi  rivers  54;  courts  in 
the  state  11;  pre-emption  right  66,  147, 
231,i:32;  bouiulavies  167 

Order,  a curious  question  of  127 

Otis,  .Mr.  11 

Paper,  for  an  increase  of  duty  upon  127 
Peitrwyl  vani.a— Mr.  Pindall’s  motion  111 
Pensions  cud  pensioners  8,  10,  56.  68.  69; 
the  new  bill.95,  110,  124,  185,  125,  128, 
163,  166,194,  195,  230 
Perry,  com.  O.  H.  13,  ] n 

Peiltions.of  right  112;  a motion  respecting 
the  receipt  of  a 125 

Putt.  .Toh.)  II.  53,124 

3’inckni).  Mr.  of  S,  C.  340 

I’indfdl,  Mr.  Hi 

Piracy  163,  164,  196,230 

Piastri-  of  Paris  163,  164, 165 

;t\isl  i.i'Tiee,  genera!  2:H 

Pre-emption  viglits  195,232 

I'rivi'ieer  pensi'.  n fund  9-1,' 140 

privai;  erlog 
private  claims 

Private  prepertv  taken  for  public  use 
,Pi;vii  g -,  all  g'd  breac.h  of 
Pnblic  buildings 
Purdy,  R. 

«-{aimige.  lient. 

J!and(»iph.  Mr.  11,12,50,69,92.94,  95 
ileiil.  capt.  Samuel  C.  126 

Reports—of  iho  {.  cretary  of  the  treasury" 

Ut  banks  and  a circulating  nipdimn  /, 
li;  31,  G‘l  to  45j  Und  70  to  79;  of  the  coju- 


mittee  on  foreign  relations  32,  53;  on 
public  lands  107;  on  the  ex.  cution  of 
tlie  treaty  of  Ghent  117;  on  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  navy  1 19;  of  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  me^ns  141;  on  the  In- 
dian trade  i43;do.  in  t!ie senate  155;  on  * 
the  public  buildings  187;  abaut  the  na« 
vy  board,  &c.  181 

Revenue,  net  amount  of  for  several  years 
229;  officers 233; internal  148, 192 

Revolutionary  army,  officers  of  148 

Road,  the  great  western  56,  163  177 

Roads  and  canals,  163, 177,191,194,232,233 
Rules,  proposed  alterations,  &c.  14,  30, 

31,  52,  54,  55,  93,  178,  180,  192 
Savannah,  petition  from  certain  mer- 
chants of  3,  124. 125 

Seamen,  about  the  discharge  of  certain  16; 
for  the  relief  of  disabled,  127,  147,  166, 
231,  232 

Seminole  war,  10,  13,  23,  66,  93,  149,  192 
Senate,  rules  of  67 

Sergeant,  Mr.  367 

Session,  on  the  close  of— see  adjournment. 
Sinking  fund  163,  184 

Slavery,  the  prevention  of.  &o.  9,  10,  13 
14,  15,16,27,29;  on  the  abolition  of,  149 
Slaves,  on  the  restitution  of,  92,  111;  on 
the  importation  of  some  110,  IH 

Slave  trade,  194,  230,  231;  interesting  de 
tail  of  tiie  proceedings  thereon  307 

Smith,  Mr,  192,458 

Smith,  .lames  67 

Spain,  relations  with  32,  53,  59,  81  212 
claims  against  56 

Speeches,  on  the  Missouri  question— Mr. 
T^  lor’s  17,  Mr.Pinckuey’s,  of  S.  C,  349, 
Mr.  Sergeant’s,  367,  Mr.  Baldwin’s  403, 
Mr.Darlington’s,  436,  Mr.Forrest’s,439, 
Mr.  Tucker’s,  453,  My.  Smith’s,  of  Md. 
458;  of  Mr.  Williams  on  the  appropria- 
tion for  tlie  increase  of  the  navy,  &c. 
ISO,  Mr.  Floyd,  on  the  same,  180;  Mr. 
Baldwin’s  on  the  tariff;  241,  Mr.  Lown- 
des, on  the  same,  259,  sketch  of  Mr. 
Smith’s  on  the  same,  192;  of  Mr.  Bald- 
win, on  the  prompt  payment  of  duties, 
299;  of  the  same,  on  the  auction  bill,  418 
Spence,  G.  K.  173 

Spirituous  liquors,  proposed  tax  upon  178 
South  American  republics  195 

St.  DomingOj  clai.ms  against  the  chiefs,  93 
Steam  boat  company’s  petition  52,  162, 
163,  178,  18J 

Steel,  John  i63 

.Stewart.com.  is 

Surveying  of  the  coast  177, 232 

Sweden,  spoliations  of  67,  163 

Swiss  emigrants  107 

Turilf,  the  new,  proposed  69;  bill  at  length 
1.33;  Mr.  Baldwin’s  speech,  192.  241; 
Mr.  Lowndes,  259:  in  the  senate,  127; 
various  proceedings  on  148,  150,  166, 
177,  178;  comparative  view  of  the  duties, 
164;  various  speeches  .and  motions  no- 
ticed, 166,  167,  168,  178,181,  192;  classi- 
fication of  the  votes,  169;  indefinitely 
postponed  in  senate  . 178,  183 

Tennessee,  67,  148;  circuit  judge  of, 

124,127 

Tirnbevlake,  J.  B.  177 

Treasury— report  on  the  OBreulating  me- 
dium, &c.  1,  34,  70;  letter  Rom  the  se- 
cretary respecting  bonds  for  duties,  9; 
do.  about  the  Uade  with  the  British  co- 
lonies. 139;  bill  for  the  better  organiza- 
tion of  the  deiiartmeut,  92, 109,  1 12, 233; 
respecting  bonds  for  duties,  229 

Tucker,  Mr.  453 

Waite’s  state  papers  92 

Walker,  David, dies,  proceedings  35 

Wasliington,  gen.  remains  of,  ^c.  125 

Washington  city  and  charter,  124,  127, 
183,  190,  194,  231 
Ways  and  means,  report  of  the  corn.  141 

Wilk!:ison,  gen.  127,  148,  190 

Williams, Mr.  of  N.  C.  179 

Winter,  Elisha  148,  163, 192,  195 

Yeas  and  nays— in  the  senate,  on  the  Mis- 
souri question,  9,  10,  27,  23;  respecting 
a law  about  the  public  lauds,  10,  32:  on 
the  appropriation  for  the  Missouri  ex- 
pedition, 56, 92;  about  the  bankrupt  law 
60.  w5,  108;  on  the  act  eoiicerniog  navi- 
gation, 124:  about  the  salaries  of  certain 
.judges  125:  on  the  bill  about  clothing 
tlie  a;iny,  ],j6:  ou  Winter’s  claim,  147; 
respecting  roads  and  canals,  163,  177; 

^ .'■'“'■'d'ltionary  pension  bill,  163; 
about  the  banits  in  the  district  of  Colum- 
bia, 177:  oiiihc  tariff  hill,  18 3:  respect- 


ing the  term  of  certain  offices,  1.90;  on 
a canal  bill,  191:  on  the  revo.  pension 
bill,  230:  In  the  house,  on  the  Missouri 
bill,  13,  14,  15,  29,  30:  respecting  a rule 
of  the  house,  3t:  about  the  Cumberland 
road  68:  abouttherev.  pension  law  110, 
111:  on  the  bill  respecting  the  surviving 
officers  of  the  rev.  army,  148:  on  the 
new  tariff,  148, 197:  on  Mr.  Colilfs  pro- 
posed amendment  to  the  constitution, 
149:  on  the  bill  to  change  the  mode  of 
disposing  of  the  public  lands,  162;  ou 
the  new  tariff  bill,  178;  on  the  auction 
bill,  183:  respecting  the  time  for  meet- 
ing at  the  next  session,  194:  on  a motion 
to  take  possession  of  the  Floridas,  195: 
on  the  loan  hill  232 

Connecticut— a present  to  the  editor  from 
Middletown  45;  election  of  governor 
128;  U.  S.  senator  240;  sand  discovered 
to  make  glass  240:  poll  tax  288;  expen- 
ditures, school  fund,  and  election  ex- 
penses 312;  bishops  fund  326;  the  Ro- 
gereens  366 

Corn,  a great  crop  of  272  - 

Corn  wallis’surrender,  the  paint- 
ing of  088 

Constitution  of  the  U.  S.  naval 
fraternal  association  424 

Contagipn,  remarks  upon  451 

Cotton,  its  product,  &c.  47 

Court  marfialat  Detroit  431;  on 
maj.  Wooley  and  capt.  Jolm- 
son  ' ' 464 

reported  insurrection  in  65,  181; 
slave  trade  162:  proclamation  of  the  con- 
stitution, &c.  176,239;  arrival  of  specie 
239;  great  benediction  239;  arrivals  of 
French  flour  at  287;  gen.  Renovales 
286;  newspapers  established  343;  mili- 
tia 415;  Havana  161 

Cumberland  road,  see  «con- 

. gress’^  and  57 

Currency— see  report  of  the  se- 
cretary  of  the  treasury— gov, 
Wolcott’s  pamplilet  noticed  98 
Customs,  various  particulars  re- 
specting 229 

D. 

Darlington,  Dr.  William  112;  a 
dinner  given  him  at  West 
Chester  327 

Decatur,  cpm.  his  duel  witli 
com.  Barron,  and  death  57, 

69,  95;  tlie  affair  noticed  97; 
correspondence  98;  “Indian 
qration”  on  his  death  418 

jDe/arrare— governor’s  message 
33;  representation  l38 

“Democrat  of  ’98”  on  the  signs 
of  the  times  3 

Benmark-—Qm2t\\  pox  banished 
325;  failure  of  a banking 
house  446 

Detroit — //idrsflag  staff  falls  256 

Dickson,  col.  William,  dies  39S 

Direct  taxes  of  the  U.  S.  of  pro- 
perty sold  for  365' 

Dixon,  Robert,  the  famous  257 

“Domestic  Economist,”  publi- 
cation declined  1.53 

Downes,  capt.  and  lord  Coch- 
rane 89 

Drunkard’s  death  415 

Duel,  between  B ;rron  and  De- 
catur, noticed,  reports  of  its 
caus$',  &c.  57;  see  “Decatur;” 
at  Gibr:,dtar  272;  liorrid  326; 
anotiier  464 

Duponts,  the  Messrs,  of  Bran- 
dywine, and  thed‘  cloths  401 


liNDEX. 


E. 

JS,ast  Indies — Palembang  286  pi- 
rates in  the  Persian  gulf  286; 
act  of  a tyger  397 

Eclipse  of  the  sun  328 

Economy  recommended  3 

Edinburg  R view,  extract  fr.  334 

Edicurial  rtmarks— on  the  news  from 
Spain  1,  154;  the  manner  of  doing  bu- 
siness in  congress  3,  7;  on  the  slave 
question  25;  on  the  seizure  of  the  Flo- 
ridas  46;  European  prospects  58;  Reli- 
gious persecutions  82;  Mr.  Clay’s  reso- 
lutions 97;  tliiancial  115,  137;  on  the 
navy  114;  new  tariff  114;  appointments 
So  office  137;  on  representation  in 
North  Carolina,  &c.  138;  “Modern  Van- 
dals” 153;  on  our  Indians  154;  on  a para- 
graph from  a St.  Louis  newspaper  170, 
258;  the ‘ home  of  the  free”  170;  note  to 
^‘Arnicas”  273;  to  agents  and  subscribers 
273;  on  a tale  about  eight  millions  of 
dollars  being  offered  by  Spain  273;  small 
change  274;  crew  of  the  Irresistible  pri- 
vateer 275;  the  “Cato  street  conspira- 
tors” 276;  on  the  slave  trade  278;  on  the 
failure  of  the  tarift' bill,  and  an  article 
from  the  Richmond  Enquirer  297;  on 
colonizing  the  free  blacks  298;  on  pi- 
rates, &e.  298;  on  independence  313; 
on  the  loan  tor  1820,  315;  on  the  pen- 
sion law,  &c.  345;  on  certain  British 
commercial  papers  345;  on  the  pump 
and  parade  respecting  the  mail  robbers 
36i;  on  foreign  aews  385,  449;  on  cir- 
culating things  about  the  Missouri  ques- 
tion 385;  on  American  manufactures 
401;  on  Americins  at  sea  417;  on  the 
new  bank  in  Tennessee  433;  on  the 
close  of  the  ytar44i<;  on  theCensus  450; 
on  the  yellow  fever  451 

Earypt — progress  of  cultivation, 
‘Scc.  326 

Emigration  to  the  U.  S.  Mr. 
Adams’  letter  to  Mr.  Fursten- 
waerther  158;  passengers  ar- 
rived at  New  York  388,  399 
Enquirer  (Richmond)  297 

European  prospects  58 

Exchang’e,  table  ofi  by  the  aec. 

of  the  treasury  79 

Exports  of  the  U.  S.  228 

F. 

Fayette,  la,  the  marquis  of  96 

finances  of  the  U,  S.  remarks 
upon  115,  137 

Fire  in  the  woods  224;  at  New 
York  and  Schenectady  326 
f'lorida.  See  congress — an  edl- 
torialarticle  on  the  proposed 
seizure  of  46;  noticed  81;  mi- 
litaffy  disturbance  at  St.  Au- 
gustine 311;  governor’s  son 
captured  326, 364 

Flour,  price  of  33,  365,  416 
Floyd,  William,  of  Ne-w  York  447 
Ford,  major  M.  dies  360 

Forsyth,  Mr.  toasted  in  Lon- 
don 254 

France. 

Soult,  25;  Vandamme,  25;  the 
bank  25;  of  the  king,  49;  269;  Le- 
valette,  49,  255;  Bassano,  49;  of 
the  winter  in,  49;  bank  of  France, 
49;  finances,  49;  La  Fayette,  49, 
96,  158;  fire  at  Xcrer,  49:  treaty 
with  Algiers  51;  editorial  remarks 
58;  liberty  of  the  press,  62,  159, 
2.38,  269,  343,  359,  414;  prelates, 
324;  assassination  of  the  duke  of 
Berri,  &.c.  62,  63,  91,  108,  343; 
TJescazes,  62,  63, 108, 175;  cham- 
ber of  peers,  63,  159;  “moderii 


Vandals”  153;  riotous  dispositions, 
&c.  63,  108,  123,  159,  343,  395, 
414,  462;  new  laws  proposed,  ,91; 
British  residents  at  Paris,  108;  Mo- 
reau’s monument,  159;  Benjamin 
Constant,  160,  343;  to  secure  a 
successor  for  the  thi’one,  123,  175, 
prayers  of  the  ladies  for  it,  462; 
Swiss  guards,  159,  255,  430;  law 
of  arrests,  159,  431;  “Minerva,” 
159, 189;  the  Bourbons  160;  cham- 
ber of  deputies,  debates  159,  269, 
395,  414,  443,  462;  Louvel,  the  as- 
sassin, 175,  269,  395,  414;  lettres 
de  catchet  160,  223,  269;  ‘radicals’ 
175,  395;  army,  175;  agriculture, 
175;  parties,  189,  223,  393;  Grou- 
chy 224,  443;  censors  of  the  press, 
237,238;  incendiary  handbills  238; 
apprehensions  238, 254, 255;  Ciau- 
zel,  254,  443;  ballad  makers,  254; 
projected  assassination,  254;  a pe- 
ruke maker,  255;  whistling!  254; 
M.  de  Neuville  256;  Haf baud’s  pe- 
tition, 269;  Volney,  dies,  284,  359; 
notices  of  the  progress  of  the  arts, 
321;  duchess  of  Berri,  324;  dis- 
turbances, 430,  431;  duke  of  An- 
gouleme,  324;  population  and  con- 
sumption of  Paris,  363;  a Chinese 
mandarin  visits  his  native  country 
363;  election  law  62,  395, 414, 430, 
462;  salt  mines  of  Muerthe,  416; 
claims  of  Algiers  443;  navy  443; 
proceedings  on  the  tonnage  duty 
laid  in  the  U.  S.  443;  a tri- colored 
flag!  462;  an  Englishman  in  a mob 
462;  the  revenue,  how  apportion- 
ed, 462;  of  the  grant  to  the  widow 
of  Moreau,  462;  pe^isions,  462. 
Frog  found  in  a bed  of  gravel  328 
G. 

Gallatin,  Mr.  to  the  secretary  of 
state  221;  the  same  to  the’ 
same  on  our  commercial  re- 
lations with  France  445 

Gassaway,  gen  John,  dies  328 

Georgia— of  the  sufferers  by  the  fire  at 
. Savannah,  !kc.  33;  con'espondence  with 
the  mayors  of  Baltimore  and  New  York, 
&c.  87;  new  attempts  to  fire  the  city 
151;  amount  of  donations  received  448; 
notices  of  a small  farm  in  47;  corres- 
pondence respecting  certain  slaves  118; 
antiquities  in  447 

Germany— inundation  of  the  Rhine  25, 
51;  canal  from  tiie  Danube  to  the  Adria- 
tic 50;  Hamburg  50,  397;  dreadful  state 
of  the  press  50;  Cassel  5 1, 325,  343;  H s- 
se  Homburg  51;  Wirte«iburg  51,  161; 
emigrations  161;  Liberty  of  the  press, 
&e.  161;  feudal  service  161,  176;  con- 
scripts 161;  universities,  seditious,  &c. 
161:  Saiidt  360,  397;  fire  at  Ulsar  161; 
manufacturers  I6fe  395;  Mechieiiberg 
Sav-lkz  176;  gr rat  gri  4'  of  tlm  elector 
of  Hesse!  325;  Vienna  authors,  &c,  .525; 
Trieste  325;  influx  of  British  goods  360, 
S97,  462;  the  emperor’s  preparation  tor 
building  ships  360;  Austrian  loan  3‘-)5; 
siukiiigfuud  446;  Hanover  445;  a Jew 
rd'tises  tin*  “price  of  Ldood”'  445;  the 
confederation  4:5 

Ghent,  executiou  of  the  treaty 
of  117 

Gibraltar,  duels  at  271;  peace 
made  at  431- 

Glass,  a sand  discovered  suita- 
ble for  the  making  of  240 

Glory,  remarks  upon,  from  the 
Edinburg  review  344 


Graham,  John,  esq.  460;  dies 
Greece^  the  college  at  Chios 


431 

325 


Greene,  cashier  360,  398 

Gregor  McGregor  463 

Gross,  Michael,  dies  398 

Guineamen  287,  343 

Guy,  Francis,  dies  464 

H. 

Hancock,  col.  George,  dies  446 
“Hancqck  and  Adams,”  two 
pieces  of  cannon  287 

Handy,  coi  Geo.  dies  446 

“Hard  times,”  a cure  for— judge 
Ro.ss’  charge  32 i 

Hayii — royal  proceedings— in- 
surrection  suppressed — du- 
ties 270;  free  blacks  invited  to 
emigrate  326;  revenue  of  Cape 
Henry  343 

Heaps,  the  mail  driver  223.— 
see  congress 

Hogs,  very  large  ones  33 

“Holy  alliance”  188 

“Home  of  the  free”  170 

Hull,  capt.  his  order  on  the  los  j 
of  the  schr.  Quaker  96 

Enngary,  population  of  325 

I. 

Illinois — the  British  settlement 
in  117;  presidential  election  ‘ 
law  399 

Imports  of  the  U.  S.  228 

Impressment,  a case  of  at  Ha- 
vana 2 

Incendiaries  96 

Independence,  remarks  upon 
313,  360;  toasts,  &e.  on  the 
anniversary  of  398,  447 

cultivation  of  the  vine 
399;  reported  silver  mine  in  432 

Indians— the  Sioux  and  Ponkas  96;  de- 
predations 224,  360,  400;  British  talk 
to  258;  the  secretary  of  war's  regula- 
tions of  intercourse  with,  129;  editorial 
remiirks  on  their  state,  &c.  of  154,  257; 
the ’^Vinnebagoes.  &c.  and  prospect  of 
war  257,  404;  peace  416;  civil  war 
among  the  Choctaws  288,  432;  of  Mis- 
souri 358;  on  their  way  to  receive  pre- 
sents from  the  British  360;  the  Peuob- 
scots  362 

Ionian  islanas — insurrection  and 
battles  in  51 

Irresistible  privateer— her  crew 
256;  the  case  of  275 

Italy— 0.  quaker’s  visit  to  the  pope  51; 
eruption  of  Vesuvius  51;  pope’s  circu- 
lar 83;  the  Jesuits  161;  birth,  extraordi- 
nary  I6I;  convents  in  Naples  161;  fall 
of  snow  at  Rome  161;  political  disquie- 
tudes 223;  galley  slaves  at  Rome  23Q; 
manuscripts  of  Herculaneum  and  Pom> 
peii  364;  the  republic  of  Sr.  Marino  397- 
a Protestant  cliurch  at  Rome  4)5;  the’ 
testimony  of  the  pope  to  he  taken  to 
be  used  m a British  court  of  law!  423 

Jackson,  gen.  his  gallant.- 

ly  destroyed  at  Yoric,'  U.  C, 
271;  his  memorial  to  the  se- 

, 329 

Jaconet  muslin,  American  399 

Jit/Ki?:— population  of  Jecido,&e. 

270 

Java,  failures  at  462 

Jefferson,  Mr.  extract  of  Id;;  let- 
ter on  the  iMissouri  question 
47;  a remark  of  his  respect- 
ing the  revenue  collected  at 
a custom  house  305;  his  age  44?" 


mmK. 


69 


Johnson,  col.  R.  M,  the  sword 
prepared  for  him  151;  pre- 
sented 152 

Johnson,  capt,  464 

Jones,  Paul,  a proposed  publi- 
cation respecting  320 

K. 

Keeler,  lieut.  Samuel,  dies  464 

Kentucky — banks  151;  the  re- 
plevin law  328 

King,  col.  sentence  against 
him 

Kosciusko,  general,  his  benevo- 
lent will 

L. 

Labor,  its  properties  noticed 
Lamb,  price  of  287 

Lands,  public,  see  “congress  — 

sales  of  in  Michigan  96;  sales 
in  Alabama  365;  remarks  on 
the  new  law  for  disposing  ot 
them  . 

Lapland—^  great  water  fall  in  51 
Law  cases,  &c.-Aec\s\on  of  the  supreme 
court  on  piracy  65;  of  the  same 
sp'^cting  militia  fines  66;  respecting 
cents  256;  the  Spanish  consul  ry.  cer- 
tain bales  of  cochineal  at  Norto  k, 
brought  in  by  a patnot  privateer  310, 
case  of  certain  men  destined  for  a pu- 
vateer  328;  usury  328;  on  the  replevin 
law  of  Kentucky  328;  about  the  halves 
of  bank  notes  340;  of  a colored  woman 
in  New  Jersey  344;  extract  from  judge 
Story’s  charge  on  piracy  and  murder 
275;  at  Cincinnati,  about  the  authority 
of  ^he  bank  of  the  U.  S.  to  discount^^ 

Laws—for  taking  the  4th  census  120; 
tonnage  on  French  vessels  235;  on  the 
crime  of  piracy  236;  addiuonal  naval 
force  236;  concerning  navigation  236, 
authorizing  a loan  314 

Leacraft,  John  R.  dies  44-6 

Lee,  Robert,  of  New  Jersey  447 
«‘Let  us  seethe  light,”  an  essay 
on  the  settlement  of  accounts  79 
Letter  of  a director  of  the  bank 
oftheU.  S.  387 

Li  ghtnlng—British  manufacture 
of 

Lincoln,  Levi,  dies  168 

I.oan  of  the  U.  S.for  1820—see 
“congress;”  taken  by  the 
bank  of  U.  S.  312;  the  law, 
treasury  circular  and  edito- 
rial remarks  on  the  negocia- 
tion  with  the  bank  314 

Loans,  Etc.  115,  153 

Logan,  William,  of  Kentucky 
honorable  proceeding  of  311 

Louisiana — trade  at  New  Or- 
leans 151;  iires,  &c.  at  288; 
election  464 

col.  Matthew  Ho 

M. 

Macdonough,  com.  69,  327 

Madison,  lieut.  and  Lafitte  138 

Mail  robberies  mentioned  1; 

robbed  and  the  robber  caught  6 
Mail  robbery,  near  Baltimore, 
81,  150;  do.  near  New  York 
81, 128;  Hutton  and  Hull  exe- 
cuted 360,  o6l 

progress  of  the  new  government 
70;  election  of  governor  12«;  banks  240; 
election  of  senators  240;  message  of  the 
governor  281;  election  of  senators,  sala- 
ries of  officers  and  banks  312;  a toast 
given  by  the  gov.  312;  anus  of  Maine 


312;  talk  to  the  Penobscot  Indians  S62; 
a remark  on  organizing  the  govern- 
ment 366;  general  orders  of  the 

Malory,  Charles  K.  dies 
ManifaciureSf  &c.  cloth  pre- 
sented to  the  editor  45;  Bri- 
tish combination  151;  Du- 
pont’s cloths,  and  paper  fur- 
nished to  congress  401 

Marriages,  noticed  48,  69;  pro- 
mise 326;  extraordinary  399 

Masonic,  election  365 

Maryland — about  liberating  the 
Jews  33;  representation  138; 
penitentiary  365;  executive 
communication  129 

Massachusetts — election  of  go- 
vernor 128;  do.  of  a senator 
312;  governor’s  speech  423 

Maxey,  the  rev.  Jonathan  dies  287 
Mephetic  gas  400 

Methodist  society  in  the  U.  S.  24 
Meurthe,  saltmines  416 

Michigan — sales  of  public  lands^^ 

lake,  post  at  Green  bay  240 

Middleton,  iVIr.  H2 

Middletown,  Con.  a present 
from  45 

Militia,  return  of  96, 139 

ilfisjOMn— question,  see  slave  question 
and  congress.  Mr.  Randolph’s  adver- 
tisement 115;  expedition,  see  ‘congress” 
and  96, 326,  448;  elections  240;  remarks 
258;  remarks  on  a paragraph  in  a St. 
Louis  newspaper  170;  Indians  in  tbe_ ter- 
ritory 358;  do  on  certain  silly  or  wick- 
ed things,  pro  and  con  385;  white  and 
red  lead  399;  mephetic  gas,  new  market 
for  cattle  400;  progress,  &e.  of  the  con- 
vention 400,  448;  great  flood  in  the  ri- 
ver 446;  remarlis  on  the  speeches  449; 
imprudeut  remarks^  451 

Mitchell,  gen.  D.  B.  118 

“Modern  Vandals’*  153 

Money,  cheap  153, 360 

Monitor,  Ohio,— extract  from  365 
Mountain,  a moving  one  431 

Mullony,  capt.  appointed  consul 
to  Tangiers  240 

N. 


t Mew  HoUanil—B.  bank  at 


I.yon, 


National  Gazette,  extract  from 

277, 395 

Navy  and  naval  affairs— The  schooner 
Hornet  at  Havana  2,  69;  Enterprize 
162,  271,  464;  Congress  fr.  69,224,  311, 
416;  Columbus  74—151,  168,  184,  398; 
Lynx  287,446;  Macedonian  69,  89,  184, 
271;  John  Adams  271,  343;  Constella- 
tion 168,287,  416;  loss  of  the  schooner 
Quaker  and  several  officers  and  men  96: 
remarks  on  the  perfection  of  the  ships, 
&c.  114;  Cyaue  168;  prizes  sent  in  241; 
proof  of  cannon  132;  Franklin  168,288; 
Ohio  184,  256;  ship  building  at  Boston 
224;  Censtitution  224;  Nonsuch  256, 
416;  names  of  our  vessels  256,  399; 
North  Carolina  74,  432;  Gueiriere,  the 
officers  of,  &c.  271,  431;  progress  of 
building,  &c.  271,  447;  officers  in  ser- 
vice 287;  depot  287;  navy  board  132, 
240;  Mediterranean  squadron  271,  311, 
431;  general  order  respecting  uniform 
341;  respecting  midshipmen  365;  chari- 
table association  of  ofticers  365;  frater- 
nal association  _ 

Nef/ieWnnt/?— inundations  51,  64;  national 
debt  161;  arrest  and  acquittal  of  an 
agent  from  the  S.  American  patriots 
343;  restraint  on  the  press  396;  a mov- 
ing mountain!  431;  celebration  of  the 
battle  of  Waterloo  445 

jM'ew  Hampshire — report  on  the 
Virginia  resolutions  357 ; mili- 
tia returns  399;  state  prison  443 


161 

goverii-  I Tork,  state— Grand  Island  33;  re- 
gov,  Reeling  Mr.  Tompkins’  accounts  7C; 

■too  Judge  Van  Ness  128;  institution  for  the 
deafand  dumb  151;  legislative  proceed- 
ings 151;  election  184;  militia  duty  184;-. 
canals  288,  311,326,  416;  Holland  land 
company  328;  arrivals  at  Buffalo  328; 
school  funds  432 

New  York,  city— donations  .to  Savannah 
88;  Sunday  schools  271;  theatre  burnt 
272;  passengers  arrived  at  388;  Thames 
water  imported  _ 447 

Newspapers,  how  to  be  carried 
in  the  mail  448 

Non  importation  agreement  of 
congress,  1774 — 225 

Morth  Carolina — state  of  repre- 
sentation in  138;  bridge  at 
Fayetteville  151;  presidential 
election  law  399,  432;  survey 
of  the  coast  448 

North  West  passage  81, 97 

O. 

Ohio — of  the  proposed  canal 
from  lake  Erie  to  the  river 
Ohio  24;  default  of  the  trea- 
surer 33;  of  the  silver  mine 
in  116;  further  account  of 
the  same  316;  money  to  be 
received  at  the  treasury  448 

Oil  stones  discovered  in  Penn- 
sylvania 326 

Olive  branch,  the  new,  by  Mr. 

Carey  67 

Opal,  precious,  discovered  in 
Mexico  344 

Ox,  a very  large  one  33 

P. 

Packett,  lieut.  John,  dies  128 

Paper  furnished  for  congress  401 
Parga,  misfortunes  of  the  peo- 
ple of  159 

Patriot,  the,  pilot  boat  so  cal- 
led 311 

Peale,  Rembrandt  365 

Pecklp,  Frederick,  dies  256 

“Pen  cutter  to  congress”  447 

Penn’s  treaty  with  the  Indians  344 
Pennsylvania — report  respect- 
ing the  governor  33;  improve- 
ment bill  33;  convention  at 
Carlisle  33;  dead  body  ar- 
rested at  West  Chester  96- 
thanks  to  H.  Baldwin,  esq. 
288;  representation  of  a grand 
jury  inspecting  the  state  pri- 
son 312;  Lewis,  the  famous 
robber  365,  398 

Pensioners,  a muster  of  and 
toasts  drank  by  344;  remarks 
on  the  law,  case  of  a pension, 
a schedule,  &c.  345,  386;  at 
New  Haven,  Con.  365 

Percival,  lieut.  his  letter  re- 
specting  the  transport  of  mo- 
ney in  the  Macedonian  134 

Peru — shipments  of  specie  162 

Philadelphia— riot  in  the  prison 
96;  theatre  burnt  112;  offers 
for  a loan  153;  malignant  fe- 
ver at  and  interments  431, 
447;  chamber  of  commerce 
433;  citizen  of  dies  at  New 
York,  of  the  yellow  fever  464 
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pirates  and  piracies— several 
condemned  at  Baltimore  33; 
persons  convicted  of  70,  256; 
to  be  executed  112,  240,288; 
executions  128,  365;  remarks 
298;  at  New  Orleans  256; 
caught  287;  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean 398;  off'  Florida  416 

Plaster  of  Paris,  duty  on  the  ex- 
port, &.G.  168;  quarries  on  the 
Susquehannah  184 

Po/a7?rf— monunrent  to  Koscius- 
ko 286 

Pope,  the,  a circular  of  83 

Population,  probable  113 

Portugal — severe  weather  in 
51;  a revolution  spoken  of 
223;  quiet  239;  Spanish  news- 
papers prohibited  286;  Ber- 
resford’s  departure  for  Bra- 
zil 364;  house  of  Cadaval  397 
Post  office,  general  regulations 
of  448 

Prairie  du  Chien  400 

Presbyterian  church,  recom- 
mends a fast  366 

Presence  of  mind  168 

President  of  the  U,  S.  255 

Presidential  election  398 

Press,  state  of  the,  in  Europe  223 
Printing,  an  improvement  in  96 
Prisoners  (Am.)  released  in 
Spain  280 

Privateering  326 

Promotions — see  “appointments” 
Prussia — freedom  of  the  press 
51, 325;  king  melancholy  161; 
of  a constitution  for  223,  462 

Q. 

Quaker,  the  schooner,  loss  of  96 

R. 

Ramage,  lieut.  of  the  navy  2 

Randolph,  John  115 

Register,  increase  of  subscribers 
to  57;  on  the  close  of  the  vo- 
lume 449 

Religious  persecutions  81 

Representation  in  Delaware, 
Maryland,  Virginia  and  N. 
Carolina  138 

Revolutionary  pensioners — see 
“congress;”  regulations  and 
forms  from  the  department  of 
war  227;  soldiers,  aged  447 

Revolution,  “principles  and  acts 
of,”  274 

Rhode  Island — pay  for  militia 
services,  prosperity  of  its  ma- 
nufactures 272;  rejects  cer- 
tain proposed  amendments  to 
the  constitution  344 

Richmond  proceedings  on  the 
circular  of  the  Philadelphia 
chamber  of  commerce  433 
Road,  military  287;  the  great 
western,  see  “congress”  andSll 
Rogereens,  the,  a rt- ligious  sect366 
Rondeau  privateer  343 

Ross,  judge,  his  charge  to  cure 
hard  times  321 

i?M^.fia~sevevity  of  the  weather  in  51; 
'Kainschatka  51;  of  the, settlements  in 
America  61;  new  tariff  51;  trade  with 
theU.  S.  51;  the  array  04,  161,  325;  re- 


lief from  taxation  64;  of  the  emperor 
161;  wolves  161;  royal  plate  161;  war 
with  the  Turks,  spoken  of  239,  325;  a 
decree  mentioned  239;  commerce,  &c. 

270;  ste;am  boats  446;  education— voy- 
ages of  discovery— bihles  turned  into 
cartridges— Jesuits,  and  supposed  de- 
sign upon  Turkey  325;  Jewish  converts 
415;  loan  431;  a palace  burnt  431 

s. 

Sag-Harbor,  N.  Y.  whaling  ves- 
sels at  446 

Salt  water,  abundance  of  256; 
reduced  price  of  in  N.  York  311 

mines  of  Meurthe  416 

Sandwich  Islands  311,  398 

Sardinia,  a consul  from  the  king 
of  224 

Savannah,  see  “Georgia.” 

Scott,  inaj.  gen.  271 

Sea  serpent,  again  447 

Seamen,  American,  skill,  &c. 

of  417 

Season,  the,  remarks  on  96 

Shakers,  their  liberality  464 

Shaier,  Mr.  his  circular  446 

“Signs  of  the  times”  3 

Silver  mines— see  Ohio  and.  In- 
diana 

Slave  question  -brief  notices  of 
1;  essay  on  the  subject  25;  re- 
marks and  statistics  47;  Mr. 
Jefferson’s  letter  47 ; facts  and 
remarks  278;  New  Hamp- 
shire report  357;  see  “con- 
gress,” “Missouri,”  &c. 

Slave  trade,  interrupted  by  the 
Cyane  241,  279;  prisoners 
sent  to  the  U.  States  365 

Slaves,  correspondence  respect- 
ing certain,  said  to  be  intro- 
duced 118 

Sleighing  on  the  ice — an  inte- 
resting incident  168 

Small  change  274 

Smith,  gen.  calls  a “caucus”  97 

, capt,  his  voyages  round 

the  world  417 

Spain. 

Relations  with  the  U.  States — 
(see  congress):  noticed,  41,  168, 
lfl9,  185;  revolt  of  the  troops,  as 
fir.st  reported  and  expected  revo- 
lution, 1,  25;  reports,  rumors  and 
various  details  of  the  progress  of 
things,  49,  50,  64,  91,  108,  124, 
137,  189,  284,  324,  359;  editorial 
remarks,  58,  154;  Mina,  223,  255, 
284;  arrests,  64;  Cadiz  64,91, 189, 
269:  pompous  letter  of  the  king, 
91;  gen.Vives,  arrives,  &c.  97, 113; 
constitution  adopted  by  the  king, 
proceedings,  decrees,  &c.  in  con- 
sequence, 137,  176,  189, 190,  223, 
238,  239,  255;  liberation  of  pri- 
soners 176,270, 280, 462;  massacre 
at  Cadiz,  189,  223,  269,  343,  363; 
abolition  of  inquisition,  190,  237, 
238,  462;  cession  of  the  Fiofidas, 
190;  Aguero,  324;  the  constitution 
of  the  cortes,  at  full  length,  196  to 
212;  new  gazettes  published,  ,223, 
255;  of  the  cortes,  223,  414,  431; 
Quiroga,  237,  255, 311, 324,  414— 
his  correspondence  with  the  bi- 
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shop  of  Cadiz  and  gen.  Freyre  442; 
remains  of  I^acey  honored,  237; 
Mr.Forsyth  compliments  the  king 
238;  Russian  minister  ditto,  237; 
British  minister  at  Madrid,  238, 
283;  citizens  of  Spain,  238,  311; 
monastries  abolished,  &c.  239,  414; 
Barcelona,  and  the  inquisition  at, 
239;  honors  to  the  patriot  chiefs, 
239, 270,  324, 431;  exiles,  239;  acts 
of  the  king,  255,  359,  363;  the  mi- 
litia, 255,  363;  amnesty,  255;  the 
cortes  and  South-America  255;  L. 
Mendez,  255;  British  congratula- 
tions, 270,  396;  French  do.  396; 
Saxon  do.  396;  Dutch  do.  396; 
said  to  have  offered  eight  millions 
to  the  U.  States  to  get  don  Onis 
received ! 273;  reported  flight  of 
the  king,  284;  his  address  to  his 
subjects  beyond  the  seas,  285; 
galley  slaves  and  the  priests,  284; 
congratulation  of  Mr.  Rich,  U.  S. 
consul,  284;  Guineamen,  287;  pa- 
triotic donations,  311,  414;  disas- 
trous bull  fight,  343;  disturbances, 
359,  396;  the  friars,  360;  South- 
American  states  Sc  provinces,  364; 
Saragossa,  396;  books  free  of  du- 
ties! 396;  ’refractory  members  of 
the  old  cortes,  396;  naval  officers* 
address  to  the  king,  396;  remarks 
on  Mr.  Monroe  and  the  conduct  of 
the  U.  S.  397;  political  clubs,  414; 
slave  trade,  415;  duke  de  Frias, 
415;  the  king’s  petiticoat  for  the 
Virgin!  431;  decrees  431;  marquis 
de  Villa  Prayr.es,  431;  loan  propos- 
ed 359,  396;  signs  of  vassalage  de- 
stroyed 359;  Mr.Meade’s  case  462; 
Toledo  462;  plague  at  Majoi'ca  462. 
Spalding,  Joseph,  dies  446 

Specie,  arrivals  of  288;  abun- 
dant , 365 

Steam— a packet  from  New  York  to  New 
Orleaos  33;  a boat  from  Rio  Janeiro  96; 
coach  in  Ireland  96;  boat  Columbus, 
provided  with  a “snag  room,”  112;  great 
voyage  112;  many, at  New  Orleans  272; 
power  of,  exhibited  at  New  York  288; 
the  Comet  360;  the  Calhoun  360;  Chan- 
cellor Livingston  446 

Stockjobbing  464 

Stocks  of  the  U.  S.  prices  of  360 
Story,  judge,  extract  from  one 
of  his  charges  275 

Supreme  court  of  the  U.  S.  see 
law,  &c.  adjourns  69^ 

Sxveden — population  239;  in- 
creased duties  in  favor  of  do- 
mestic manufactures 397;  pro- 
liibition  of  coffee  repealed  446 
T. 

Tammany,  Cornelius,  an  Indian 
chief,  dies  128 

TarifF— the  new,  proposed,  see  “congress” 
and  8l;remarks  upon  114,  169, 225;  vote 
mi  the  3d  reading,  by  states  169;  mourn- 
ing f.nr  the  failure  of  the  bill  241;  re- 
marks on  its  failure  297;  further  re- 
marks on  the  subject  generally  and  on 
a circular  letter  from  I^iiladelphia  433 
Tennessee — special  session  of  the 
legislature  272;  governor’s 
message  398;  of  the  new 
bank  in  433,  452 

Texaii  arrest  of  “patriots” 
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bound  to  288;  Indian  popula- 
tion of  328 

Thief,  unlucky  288 

Thompson,  Charles,  toasted  345 
Tiger,  dreadful  courage  and 
fury  of  a 397 

<Time,  a match  ag'alnst  33 

“Times, the  state  of  151 

Tompkins,  vice  president  D.  D, 
elected  G.  M.  of  masons  365; 
see  “New  York.” 

Tonnagcf  entered  at  different 
ports  228 

Torpedoes,  to  blow  up  whales  432 
Tour,  gov.  Cass  to  set  out  on  a 150 
Travelling,  rapid  33,  288,  344 
Treasury  of  the  U.  S.  115 

Treaty  with  the  Chippewas  112 
Trumbull,  col.  the  painter  326; 
account  of  his  surrender  of 
Cornwallis  382 

insurrections  52^  397; 
at  Aleppo  326;  Ali Pacha  397, 


415, 431, 446, 462;  navigation 
of  the  Tigris  462;  do.  of  the 
Euphrates  462;  fire  at  Con- 
stantinople 463 

U. 

Usury,  a law  case  respecting  328 

V.  . 

Vawter,  Jesse,  health  of  his  fa- 
mily 464 

Venezuela — progress  of  the  pa- 
triots, &c.  52;  Dr.  Zea  52;  of 
the  fleet  65;  see  “Columbia” 
republic 

rermon«— election  of  censors 
and  their  duties  272 

Virginia — robberies  of  the  mail 
in  1;  Petersburg  33;  laws 
about  oystering  33;  of  the  law 
to  stay  execution  33;  repre- 
sentation 138;  sales  of  land  in 
for  taxes  ^ 426 

W. 

Walker’s  dictionary  365 


Wales,  New  South,  wool  im- 
ported from  48 

War,  a speck  of  257 

Walsh’s  appeal,  notice  of  a re- 
view of  416 

Weather,  remarks  on,  72  years 
ago  322 

Weaving,  rapid  434 

West  Indies — Porto  Rico  162, 
239,  286;  Trinidad  176;  Tor- 
tola 270;  privateers  trouble- 
some 343 

West  Point  cadets  240 

Wheat,  price  of  328 

Wheeler,  Samuel,,  dies  256 

Williams,  capt.  N.  his  remains 
disinterred  448 

Wilson,  the  privateer  326,  328, 

343,  364, 398,  416 
Wooley,  major  464 

Y. 

Yellow  fever,  remarks  upon 
the  disease  461 
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obedience  to  a resolution  to  try  to  give  thu 
subscribers  to  the  Registeb  the  full  worth  of  the 
money  required  for  it,  a supplement  of  eight  pages 
is  attached  to  the  present  number. 

The  title  page  and  index  for  the  last  volume  will 
be  published  next  week. 

(yij’The  arrangements  for  this  number  have  been 
exceedingly  deranged  by  the  unusual  space  which 
we  found  it  necessary  to  give  up  to  the  proceedings 
of  congress,on  the  highly  interesting  subject  so  long 
discussed  in  both  houses.  Their  nature  was  such 
that  we  could  not  condense  them,  as  our  custom  is, 
without  an  apprehension  of  neglecting  something 
that  ought  to  be  clearly  understood  and  generally 
known.  It  will  be  seen  that  the  house  of  represen- 
tativeSjhaving  disagreed  to  all  the  amendments  of  the 
senate  to  the  Maine  bill,  has  passed  the  Missouri 
bill  with  the  contemplated  restriction,  by  a small 
but  decisive  majority,  manifested  on  several  occa- 
sions. The  matter  is  now  before  a committee  of 
conference  of  the  two  houses,  and  the  National  In- 
telligencer says,  “there  is  yet  a hope  of  its  being 
ultimately  adjusted,  in  such  a manner  as  that  each 
party  will  attain  part  of  its  object — and,  as  it  is 
hoped,  will  serve  to  tranquilize  the  present  ferment 
of  the  public  mind.” 

•We  have  a copy  of  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  concerning  a circulating  medium,  but 
not  yet  had  time  to  readpt.  It  is  most  likely  that 
we  shall  insert  the  article  fenfire,  especially  if  Mr. 
Crawford  has  thrown  the  light  which  v/e  hope  that 
he  has,  on  a matter  so  interesting,  and  about  which 
many  sober-minded  people  are  so  much  mistaken. 
A body  of  solid  gold,  aslong,  broad  and  high  as  from 
hence  to  the  planet  Ilerschelly  would  be  of  no  man- 
ner of  use  to  any  one,  unless  there  were  means  to 
get  some  of  it  into  circulation — the  means  provided  of 
earning'  money^  through  labor.  Money  is  plenty — the 
six  per  cent,  stocks  are  at  103  to  104;  but  there  is 
> little  use  for  money  in  the  hands  of  those  who  do 
not  owe  it.  Hence  it  has  a sluggish  cui’rency,  and 
those  who  have  it  do  not  know  what  to  do  with  it 
for  themselves,  and  are  afraid  to  trust  it  to  others. 
Of  late,  the  editor  has  been  several  times  consulted 
as  to  the  best  means  of  investing  money — and  his 
advice  uniformly  was —pay  your  debts,  if  you  owe 
any,  and  hold  on  to  the  balance,  except  so  much  as 
you  may  want  for  necessary  expenses  and  rational 
enjoyment.  If  congress  sets  the  manufactures  to 
work,  or  any  thing  happens  to  give  a stir  to  com- 
merce, money  will  be  as  “plenty”  as  a reasonable 
man  can  desire  it  to  be.  The  people  want  employ- 
ment— without  thaty  any  scheme  to  relieve  the  ge- 
neral distress  must  be  mischievous,  for  our  embar- 
rassments are  not  of  a temporary  character:  they  are 
the  natural  effects  of  a ruinous  policy  and  wild  spe- 
culation, public  and  private. 

Mail  robberies. — In  three  instances,  within  about 
eighteen  months,  letters,  mailed  at  .Tames  Town,  Va. 
addressed  to  the  editor,  and  containing  small  sums 
•f  money,  have  either  been  arrested  in  their  pro- 
gress or  pilfered  before  they  reached  Baltimore, 
This  would  evidently  shew  that  there  is  some  vil- 
lain on  the  route,  in  whose  discovery  the  public  are 
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much  interested.  There  is  hardly  any,  if  any,  spe- 
cies of  crime  against  property  so  great  as-  that  of 
robbing  the  mail,  and  lessening  the  confidence  of 
the  people  in  this  invaliuible  establishment. 

We  observe  also,  that  the  southern  mad,  proceed- 
ing north  to  Charleston,  was  wholly  taken  from  tlie 
driver,  13  miles  south  of  Bee’s  Creek.  We  trust 
that  this  will  terminate  as  all  other  similar  offencc.s 
have  done — in  the  arrest  of  the  criminals  and  the 
, recovery  of  the  property.  It  is  one  of  those  ottences 
which  so  much  strikes  at  the  interest  of  every  man, 
til  at  all  men  are  on  the  alert  to  detect  the  autiiors 
of  it. 


Revolation  in  Spain! 

The  ship  Mendoza,  capt.  Ramberger,  has  arrived 
at  Philadelphia,  in  45  da}  ! from  Cadiz,  from  which 
place  she  escaped  on  the  5th  of  January,  an  em- 
bargo having  been  laid  on  all  the  vessels  in  tiiat 
port.  The  following  is  published  in  the  Philadel- 
phia Gazette,  as  extracts  from  the  journal  of  capt.,_ 
Ramberger,  who  is  represented  “as  being  one  of 
the  most  respectable  of  his  profession,  and  of  un- 
questionable veracity.” 

From  capt.  RambergeFs  Journal. 

“On  the  3d  Jan.  1820,  the  news  came  to  Cadiz, 
that  part  of  the  Spanish  army  consisting  of  6000 
men,  had  taken  possession  of  the  Caraccas,  (the 
king’s  navy -yard)  and  the  Isla,  a town  between  Ca- 
diz and  Caraccas  - they  had  released  the  state  pri- 
soners which  were  confined  in  Caraccas,  and  a col. 
of  the  prisoners  put  himself  at  their  head;  there 
was  only  one  captain  of  the  royalists  killed,  who  op- 
posed the  passage  of  the  bridge  at  the  Isla;  he  was 
shot  by  the  colonel  in  person.  Cadiz  was  as  well 
as  possible  fortified;  an  advance  guard  was  sent  to 
garrison  a strong  fort  which  commands  the  road  of 
Cadiz,  and  all  the  gates  shut.  Not  a person  allowed 
to  go  out  or  in  without  a written  order  from  the 
governor;  the  whole  city  in  great  consternation;  all 
the  stores  shut;  the  militia  ordered  out  to  patrole 
the  streets;  at  12  o’clock  at  night,  we  heard  firing 
which  lasted  for  half  an  hour. 

4th  January — This  morning  the  gates  still  shutt 
we  received  intelligence,  that  ah  advance  of  five 
hundred  men  had  made  an  attack  on  the  fort  which 
commands  the  road  to  Cadiz,  but  were  repulsed 
with  the  loss  of  seven  men  killed  - The  gates  were 
opened  this  day  at  12  o’clock.  The  communica- 
tion by  land  to  the  interior  of  Spain  is  stopped — 
provisions  have  augmented  fifty  per  cent,  this  day. 
The  general  mail  which  started  yesterday  for  the 
whole  continent  of  Europe  and  England,  was  stop- 
ped by  the  National  troops  (as  they  call  themselves) 
and  destroyed.  This  day  the  governor  sent  out  a 
flag  to  the  Isla,  to  know  what  the  troops  wanted; 
they  sent  for  answer,  they  were  very  well  situated; 
that  they  would  not  trouble  Cadiz,  as  long  as  they 
would  not  interfere  with  them — that  they  were  an 
advance  of  fifty  thousand  men;  that  they  want  the 
constitution  of  the  €ortei;  that  they  would  not  em- 
bark for  South  America;  and  that  their  arrears 
should  be  paid.  They  also  said  that  ten  thousand 
men  had  marched  to  Madrid  to  compel  the  king  to 
grant  their  demands.  This  afternoon,  the  men  of 
war  in  the  bay  bent  their  sails,  and  were  ordered 
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to  proceed  to  sea  on  a moment’s  warning’.  All  the 
g'an-boats  have  been  manned  and  stationed  at  Pun- 
laiies,  to  prevent  the  National  troops  passing-  that 
post.  I’he  sailors  and  marines  on  board  the  men  of 
war,  and  the  reg-ular  troops  in  Cadiz  have  this  day 
received  their  pay  due  them  up  to  this  day;  promis- 
ing' them  that  if  they  would  remain  faithful  to  the 
kiiig,  that  they  should  be  paid  every  month.  All 
the  provisions  -vvdiich  were  on  board  the  trai'.sports 
for  the  great  expetlition,  are  disembarked  and  stor- 
ed in  Cadiz. 

Dili  January.  This  day  received  intelligence  of 
Porto  Real,  Porto  Santa  Maria,  Sevilia,  and  all 
tile  neighboring  towns,  having  been  taken  posses- 
.sion  of  by  the  National  troops,  and  all  communica- 
tion with  Cadiz  stopped,  all  vessels  in  the  bay  em- 
bargoed, and  no  pilots  permitted  to  leave  the  city. 

The  state  prisoners  which  were  in  the  castle  of 
St.  Sebastian,  made  their  escape  last  night;  and  it 
is  said  that  tliey  have  joined  the  National  troops  at 
Porto  St.  Maria.  'I'his  night  I made  my  escape  out 
of  the  bay.  ~ 

The  following  is  from  a letter  to  a gentleman  in 
Philadelphia,  dated 

« Cadiz,  5ih  Jmiicary. 

“We  are  besieg'ed  by  6000  men  of  the  army  that 
was  destined  for  Buenos  Ayres,  who  are  determin- 
ed not  to  embark.  They  have  possession  of  the 
arsenal  and  all  the  country  round;  and  I am  inform- 
ed they  have  taken  the  city  of  Sevilia,  and  have 
proclaimed  the  constitution  in  every  place  they  go. 
'}  hey  permit  the  boats  with  provisions  and  passen- 
gers to  pass  from  all  the  places  round;  and  have  pro- 
claimed it  deatii  in  any  soldier  that  takes  any  thing- 
from  an  inhabitant  without  paying  for  it.  I think  if 
they  proceed  in  this  manner  they  will  be  here  in  se- 
ven or  eiglit  days,  without  any  bloodshed.  The  inha- 
bitants  seem  to  be  satisfied  with  their  proceedings. 
There  is  not  700  men  in  this  garrison,  and  they 
are  notin  confidence  with  their  present  govern- 
ment.” 

January  6. 

“It  wmuld  appear  tha,t  a strong  division  of  the 
grand  army,  origin-ally  destined  against  Buenos 
Ayres,  had  orders  to^march  for  Cadis,  where  a de- 
tachment to  consist  of  6000  men,  were  to  be  sent 
to  succour  Morillo.  The  day  before  yesterday 
2000  men  entered  the  Isla,  and  at  the  bridge  the 
marine  guards  attempted  to  oppose  their  entrance. 
The  result  was  that  the  commander  of  the  guards 
and  the  centinel  were  shot  by  the  approaching 
troops.  On  their  entering  the  town  they  disarmed 
the  marine  guards,  took  the  captain  general  of 
marines  prisoner,  and  proceeded  for  this  place;  but 
t)»c  s!iip.s  of  war  in  the  bay  having  learnt  what  had 
taken  place  at  Isla,  sent  about  400  marines,  soldiers 
and  officers,  to  the  “Coita  Dura,”*  who  . on  the  ap- 
proach of  the  Insurgents,  fired  on  them  from  the 
fort  attd  killed  about  13  on  the  spot. 

The  troops  then  retired  t«  the  Isla,  and  then  the 
commander  (a  colonel)  issued  a proclamation  styl- 
ing tltemselves  the  advance  guard  of  the  “constiUi- 
tional  army.”  Other  commanders  it  is  said,  have 
gone  with  their  respective  divisions,  wdiich  consist 
oftlie  whole  of  the  army  of  the  expedition,  to  dif- 
ferent departments  of  the  kingdcju,  and  that  the 
'plot  is  of  magnitude  there  is  no  doubt.  I will  write 
you  soon  and  more  fully,  via  Gibraltar.” 

York,  February  29 — noon. 

A letter  was  received  in  this  city  yesterday  from 

A strong  fort  on  the  Narrow  pass. 


Havana,  dated  the  16th  of  Feb.  which  states,  that 
a Spanish  packet  had  just  arrived  there  in  a short 
passage  from  Cadiz,  but  brought  no  letters,  nor  did 
the  officers  communicate  any  news.  The  packet 
was  to  proceed  immediately  for  La  Vera  Cruz. — 

Jlier.  Adv. 

Q^We  easily  believe  what  we  wish  to  be  true — 
And,  as  we  most  sincerely  desire  the  destruction  of 
the  Spanish  monarchy  and  “holy  inquisition,”  that 
a gallant  people  may  be  relieved  of  an  ungrateful 
tyrant  and  a herd  of  priestly  knaves  and  villajns, 
we  are  heartily  disposed  to  pray  for  the  success  of 
almo.st  any  measure  which  may  accomplish  results 
so  happy.  I'he  “hero  of  Bcnnington”iias  said  that 
“death  is  not  the  greatest  of  evils;”  the  gift  of  life 
without  the  means  of  living,  is  valueless.  Such  is 
the  deplorable  state  of  the  people  of  Spain  that 
they  cannot  be  worsted — a change  can  hardly  be 
imagined  that  will  not  be  beneficial  to  them;  a-nd 
that  they  will  supportthe  army,  we  think,  cannot  be 
doubted.  We  nov/  look  for  a great  act  of  justice—- 
the  capital  punishment  of  a perjured  king,  and  at 
least,  the  perpetual  imprisonment  of  all  persons 
connectedwiththeinquisitionin  their  own  dungeons. 
Events  of  this  nature  have  long  been  expected  to 
iiappen  in  Spain,  and  we  cannot  see  any  cause  to 
doubt  the  intelligence  now  received.  There  is 
reason  and  probability  as  to  the  general  facts 
brought  to  us. 

If  a revolution  has  taken  place,  and  the  king 
and  his  priests  and  counsellors  meet  with  their  de- 
serts, the  consequences  will  be  of  great  “pith  and 
moment”  to  all  the  civilized  world,  but  chiefly  im- 
portant to  North  and  South  America.  In  the  first 
pface,  it  will  revive  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States  in  a wonderful  manner,  and  make  money  plen- 
ty, as  the  saying  is,  by  raising  up  objects  on  which 
to  emplo)'^  it,  and  many  thousands  now  idle,  or  near- 
ly so,  will  find  enough  to  do.  Florida  will  naturally 
fall  into  our  hands  without  an  effort;  and  Cuba,  we 
trust,  will  assume  independence — which,  much  as 
we  are  opposed  to  alliances,  we  should  be  almost 
willing  at  once  to  guarantee,  so  immensely  interest- 
ing to  us  is  it  that  this  valuable  island  should  emaia 
in  its  present  weakness  or  be  possessed  by  a friend. 
Mexico  will  probably  become  an  independent  king- 
dom, at  which,  it  has  been  hinted,  that  the  vice- 
roy has  long  been  aiming.  Venezuela  and  Grana- 
da, now  united  and  called  the  republic  of  Cokim- 
bia  with  Buenos  Ayres  and  Chili,  will  certainly  be 
free.  There  will  perhaps  be  a scramble  among  the 
European  powers  for  some  of  the  colonies  of  Spain, 
but  though  the  government  may  be  desti*oyed  the 
nation  will  remain,  and  others  will  be  preserved 
to  it  by  mutual  jealousies.  Ed.  Reg. 


^^Free  trade  and  Sailors  Rights.’^ 

Such  was  PorteFs  motto,  at  the  main  of  the 
“tight  little  Essex,”.'and  7)<?ca^7/r’s  toast  at  the  din- 
ner given  to  him  at  New  York,  when  he  returned 
with  the  Macedonian  “in  tow:”  such  is  the  princi- 
ple of  every  naval  officer  in  the  United  States,— 
and  more  than  all,  such  is  the  rule  by  which  every 
citizen  of  the  republic  has  determined  that  things 
shall  be  governed.  We  therefore,  hail  with  de- 
light the  following  statement  of  the  proceedings  of 
Ireut.  Ramage,  at  Havana,  and,  hateful  as  war  is, 
loath  as  we  are  to  have  a difference  with  any  nation, 
we  trust  that  every  American,  in  a public  or  pri- 
vate station,  will  carefully  watch  and  stand  prepar- 
ed to  resist  the  “first  dawning^’  of  an  attempt  to  re- 
duce a free-born  brother  to  a worse  than  Algerine 
slavery.  The  question  of  impressment  remained 
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unsettled  at  the  treaty — principiis  obsiti;  let  us 
meet  a resumption  of  the  infernal  practice  at  the 
beg-inning — make  the  strongest  possible  laws  to 
exclude  foreign  seamen  from  our  service,  and  en- 
force them  with  all  the  means  in  our  power, — but 
declare  to  the  world  that  under  the  “star  spangled 
banner,”  is  really  the  “home  of  the  free.” 

The  British  JVasp,  it  seems,  encountered  an 
Amei’ican  Hornet— our  country’s  thanks  to  lieut. 
Kamare  and  his  officers,  for  a conduct  so  honora- 
ble to  themselves,  and,  as  an  example,  of  inestima- 
ble value  to  preserve  peace  with  England,  and 
the  respect  of  all  foreign  nations.  We  hope  for 
particulars — they  are  as  “precious  as  rabies.” 

From  the  Federal  Gazette.  Extact  of  a letter.,  dated 
Havana,  Feb,  16,  1820. 

“T  cannot  close  this  letter  withoutinforming  you 
that  we  have  here  two  English  brigs  of  war — and 
our  little  pop-gun  scliooner  Hornet,  lieutenant  Ra- 
mage,  of  six  nine  pounders  — One  of  the  brigs  fell 
into  the  old  trick  of  impressing,  by  sending  his  boat 
on  board  the  schr.  Sarah  and  Louisa,  of  Baltimore, 
and  taking  out  a sailor.  I cannot  enter  into  the 
whole  detail  of  the  affair,  but  Suffice  it  to  say  that 
lieut.  Ramage,  immediately  took  it  up  in  a gentle- 
manly, firm,  and  truly  officer-like  manner,  such  as 
cluiracterize  the  noble  sons  of  Columbia’s  gallant 
little  navy,  and  after  much  correspondence  has  com- 
pletely gained  his  point.  The  reply  of  the  gover- 
nor to  his  official  report  of  the  occurrence,  is  very 
handsome.  John  Bull’s  replies  being  somewhat 
irrelevant  and  evasive,  Ramage  gave  him  twelve 
hours  for  his  categorical  answer — whether  he  would 
or  would  not  give  up  the  man — the  reply  is  satis- 
factory.— The  Wasp  is  the  English  brig’s  name, 
capt.  Carter.  Our  officers  were  determined,  if  offici- 
al means  did  not  answer,  to  make  the  affair  a per- 
sonal one,  as  they  are  all  resolved  to  do  on  every 
occasion,  until  old  John  desists  from  his  insults.” 
(jj^A  Charleston  paper,referrrng  to  the  same'cir- 
cumstance,  says— VVe  understand  that  a pretty 
sharp  correspondence  took  place  between  captain 
Hanuige  of  the  Hornet.,  while  at  Havana,  and  the 
commander  of  the  British  sloop  of  war  Wasp,  in 
consequence  of  the  impressment  by  the  latter  of  an 
American  seaman,  belongingtoa  Baltimore  vessel. 
As  the  Wasp  was  about  to  sail  for  New  Orleans, 
Captain  Ramage  forwarded  a statement  of  the  cir- 
cumstancesAo  com.  Patterson,  who  commands  on 
that  station,  and  has  also  foiwvarded  a similar  state- 
ment to  the  secretary  of  the  navy  at  Washington. 

^^Signs  of  the  Times.’’ 

The  following  has  been  addressed  to  the  editor  of 
the  “Rkgisteu”  by  some  gentleman  signing  him- 
self “A  Democrat  of ’98,”  with  a request  that  it 
should  “be  put  in  form”  for  publication.  We  can- 
not comply  with  this  rcques%  having  much  more 
writing  of  our  own  to  do  than  we  condo,  as  we 
would:  but  believing  that  the  hints  deserve  at- 
• tention,  we  give  them  just  as  they  were  present- 
ed to  us,  for  the  reflection  of  our  readers. 

E».  Reg. 

Mr.  JViles, 

SiTi — Being  one  of  j'^our  subscribers  for  many 
years,  and,  if  I know  myself,  a democrat  of  the  old 
school,  one  who,  I assure  you,  has  no  motive  other 
than  to  invite  you  to  examine  the  policy  ])ursued 
by  the  general  government  since  the  late  war 
and  n®w — and  if  you  can  shew  that  if  is  correct — 
I,  and  many  others,  will  be  much  gratified. 

When  we  look  at  England  and  reflect  on  what 
most  likely  has  been  the  causes  that  led  to  her  pre- 


sejit  state,  and  compare  our  present  policy  with 
her’s — I confess  to  you,that  it  appears  to  me  alarm” 
ing. 

We  have  our  bank — our  standing  army — our 
permanent  navy  - with  all  the  officers,  sub-officers 
and  their  connections,  ramified  throughout  the 
whole  nation — all  of  which  appears  to  me  to  be  of 
a-piece — and  in  direct  hostility  with  the  liberties 
of  the  people. 

It  seems  to  me  the  nation  is  asleep  — the  people 
seem  contented  in  1820  with  the  government’s  pur- 
suing a policy  which  in  18(i0,  Caused  a complete  re- 
volution. 

I confess  myself  unable  to  see  why  it  should  be 
so.  We  surely  have  nothing  to  fear  from  foreign 
nations  now,  to  cause  these  extensive  preparations. 
Not  so  in  1 800 — all  Europe  was  at  war — and  we 
less  powerful  and  less  in  debt.  Yet  Mr.  Jefferson 
thought  the  policy  of  1800  must  congenial  to  the 
feelings  and  interests  of  the  people. 

In  1820,  we  have  little  business  and  a bad  pros- 
pect before  us  of  its  being  better — are  we  not 
therefore  forging  chains  for  ourselves  and  our 
posterity?  I do,  most  religiously  believe,  that  a 
more  certain  mode  cannot  be  adopted  by  the  inge- 
nuity of  man. 

Have  we  not  permitted  ourselveS  to  be  gulled 
by  our  deranged  currency  into  a bank — and  tick- 
led by  the  exploits  of  the  late  war,  into  a permanent 
navy  and  army?  It  is  time  we  examine  into  it,  or  be 
assured  it  will  be  too  late. 


A very  seasonable  article. 

The  following  is  the  eighth  chapter  of  rapid 
sketch  of  the  policy  of  the  government  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  011  the  subject  of  agricidiure,  manufac- 
tures and  commerce,  from  its  organization  to  the  pre- 
sent timej*  now  in  the  press  and  speedily  to  be 
published.  If  the  sub  jects  generally,  are  manag- 
ed with  the  master-hand  so  evident  in  this  ex- 
tract, I venture  to  say  that  the  work  will  have  a 
mighty  effect  upon  the  public  reason. 

I have  myself,  several  times  pretty  severely  ani- 
madverted upon  the  manner  that  business  is  done, 
or  neglected  to  be  done,  by  congress;  and  stated 
some  cases  of  hardship  towards  individuals  which 
amounted  almost  to  a zvanton  denial  to  common 
justice,  and  others  that  shewed  a waste  and  pro- 
fligacy in  regard  to  the  public  money  and  of 
public  time,  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  legis- 
lation: but  I fell  far  short  oH\\o  effect  which  this 
exhibition  must  have  on  the  considerate  mind— 
which  presents  to  us  an  astonishing  apathy  at  the 
beginning  of  a session,  and  an  undignified  untUs- 
cnmiiiating  haste  at  the  close  of  every  one. 

Never  was  there  a happier  “hit”  than  the  detail  of 
the  proceedings  on  the  “compensation  law,”con- 
trasted  with  those  respecting  the  hero  of  Ben- 
nington—the  venerable  Stark,  the  last  surviving 
major  general  of  the  revolution,  old  and  feeble 
and  in  penury.  The  impression  is  irresistably 
made,  that  congress  can  legislate  fsist  enough,  on 
their  own  account. 

The  things  so  justly  complained  of,must  l)e  corrected 
—the  republic  has  suff  ered  more  by  them  than 
can  be  easily  imagined,  and  for  what?  Aye,  “that’s 
the  question!”-  that  the  people*s  time  and  mo- 
ney may  be  consumed  in  visitings  and  feastings, 
or  with  drawling  speeches,  when  the  houses  are 
in  session,  which  nobody  listens  to,  which  would 
do  no  good  if  they  were  listened  to,  though 
costing  us  more  than  flte  hundred  dollars  per 
hour. 
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It  will  been  seen  by  thecongiessional  proceeding's, 
that  Mr.  Randolph^  in  the  circle  of  his  eccentri- 
cities, has  moved  an  enquiry  into  the  contingent 
expenses  of  the  house  of  representatives -but  if 
he  would  attack  the  mighty  evils  exposed  un 
the  article  annexed,  having  first  eorrected  him- 
self, he  would  do  his  country  the  most  essential 
service  that  he  has  the  power  to  render  it.* 

I hope  that  this  exposition  will  sink  deep  in  the 
mind  of  every  independent  editor  in  the  United 
States,  of  whom  I consider  myself  to  be  one.  If 
we  can  be  induced  by  a consideration  of  their 
importance,  to  act  together  to  produce  a refor- 
mation, it  may  be  accomplished.  The  people 
will  nobly  support  us;  a few  who  think  them- 
selves vastly  great  men  may  be  offended,— but 
they  who  made  them  members  of  congress,  it 
must  not  be  forgotten,  can  also  unmake  them. 
For  ray  own  part,  I pledge  myself  not  to  neglect 
the  people’s  interest  in  this  matter,  and  intend 
some  day  to  visit  the  capitol  to  take  a list  of  the 
members  and  how  they  are  employed,while  some 
person  is  making  a speech— /or  the  nexvspapers. 
(]0^it  must  be  observed,  however,  that  on  Tuesday 
last,  the  house  of  representatives  deserved  well 
of  their  country,  and  fairly  earnt  much  more  than 
their  wages,  by  bringingthe  consideration  of  the 
Missouri  question  so  nearly  to  a close  astoor- 
der  it  to  a third  reading,  after  a sitting  of  nine 
hours  and  a most  laborious  discussion.  No  pos- 
sible good,  but  much  injury  has  resulted  by  suf- 
fering it  so  long  to  be  suspended,  and  every  bo- 
dy, on  either  side,  will  be  glad  when  it  is  finally 
disposed  of. 

Dilatory  mode  of  proceeding  in  congress.  Lamentable 
'o^aste  of  time.  Statement  of  the  progress  of  bills. 
Dighty  ttvo  signed  in  one  day!  And  foiir  hundred 
and  Uoenty  in  eleven!  Unfeeling  treatment  of  gen. 
Stark.  Culpable  attention  to  punctilio.  Rapid 
movement  of  compensation  bill. 

To  every  man  interested  in  the  honor  and  pros- 
perity of  the  country,  it  is  a subject  of  deep  regret 
to  reflect  on  the  mode  in  which  the  public  business 
is  managed  in  and  by  congress.  It  is  among  the 
sources  of  the  distress  and  embarrassment  of  our 
affairs,  and  requires  an  early  and  radical  remedy. 
While  in  session,  a considerable  proportion  of  the 
members  are  employed  in  chatting — writing  letters 
to  their  friends,  or  reading  letters  or  newspapers. 
They  pay  little  or  no  attention  to  the  arguments  of 
the  speakers,  except  to  those  of  a few  of  distin- 
guished talents.  To  some  of  the  orators,  however, 
this  is  no  great  disappointment;  as  their  speeches 
are  too  often  made  for  the  newspapers,  and  to  dis- 
play their  talents  to  their  constituents. 

lint  the  lamentabl®  waste  of  time  by  the  spirit  of 
procrastination  in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  and 
by  never-ending  speechifying  throughout  its  con- 
tinuance, is  the  greatest  evil,  and  is  discreditable 
to  congress  and  highly  pernicious  to  the  public 
service.  There  is  in  almost  every  session  some 
subject  of  real  or  fictitious  importance,  on  which 
every  member  capable  of  spe.aking  thinks  himself 
bound  to  h.arangue,  and  to  “keep  the  floor,”  for 
two,  three,  four,  five  or  six  hours.  The  merits  of 
tbo  speeches  are  generally  measured  by  the  length 

*Mr.  Randolph’s  speech,  (a  sketch  of  which  is 
published  in  the  National  Intelligencer  and  occu- 
pies a column),  on  moving  this  enquiry,  though  no 
doubt  aimtsing,  afforded  about  as  good  a specimen 
of  the  way  in  which  time  may  be  wasted,  as  any  that 
we  have  seen.  Tie  talked  ofthings  wliich  had  no 
sort  of  connection  with  the  subject  of  his  motion.  l 


of  time  they  occupy.  They  are  all,  to  judge  by  thq 
puffs  in  the  newspapers,  elegant,  wonderful,  pow- 
erful, admirable,  excellent,  inimitable. 

In  most  cases,  it  will  be  found,  as  is  perfectly  na- 
tural, that  the  early  speeches,  on  each  side,  parti- 
cularly if  by  men  of  talents,  exhaust  the  subject; 
and  that  those  which  follow  them,  do  little  more 
than  retail  the  arguments  previously  advanced.  It 
surely  requires  no  small  disregard  of  decorum  fora 
member  to  occupy  the  time  of  a public  body,  to 
whose  care  are  entrusted  the  concerns  of  a great 
nation,  with  such  fatiguing  repetitions. 

The  debate  on  the  repeal  of  the  compensation 
act  cost  some  weeks;  that  on  the  Seminole  war,  fills 
six  hundred  of  close  printed  pages;  which,  if  divested 
of  the  duplications,  triplications,  and  quadrupli- 
cations,the  rhetorical  flourishes,  and  extraneous 
matter,  would  be  reduced  to  two  hundred — per- 
haps to  one  hundred  and  fifty.  The  Missouri  ques- 
tion will  probably  fill  from  eight  hundred  to  one 
thousand  pages.  Some  of  the  prologues  to  these 
speeches  are,  as  was  humourously  observed  by  a 
member  long  since,  like  “sale  coats,”  calculated  to 
suit  almost  any  other  subject  equally  well.  And 
during  this  miserable  waste  of  time,  excitement  of 
angry  passions,  and  seditious  threats  of  separation, 
there  is  a total  suspension  of  the  business  of  the  na- 
tion, whose  blood  flows  at  every  pore — whose  re- 
venues are  failing — whose  manufactures  are  para- 
lized-of  whose  commerce  one  half  is  annihilated — 
whose  merchants  and  manufacturers  are  daily  swal- 
lowed up  in  the  vortex  of  bankruptcy — whose 
great  staples  have  fallen  in  price  at  least  thirty  per 
cent. — and  which  exhibits  in  every  direction,  most 
appalling  scenes  of  calamity  and  distress! 

Some  idea  maybe  formed  of  the  mode  in  which 
the  business  of  this  nation  is  conducted  by  its  le- 
gislature, from  the  following  chronological  state- 
ment of  the  periods  at  which  the  acts  of  successive 
sessions  were  approved  by  the  presidents.  Be- 
tween their  passage  in  the  two  houses  and  the  dates 
of  the  presidents’  signatures,  there  may  be  some 
fevv  days  difference,  for  which  the  reader  will  make 
allowance.  But  be  that  allowance  what  it  may,  it 
cannot  remove  the  accusation  of  a most  ruinous 
waste  of  time,  and  a most  culpable  and  shameful 
procrastination  of  public  business  in  congress. 

In  the  first  session  of  the  twelfth  congress,  which 
commenced  on  the  4th  of  November,  1811,  and 
terminated  on  the  6th  of  July,  1812,  there  were  one 
hundred  and  thirty  eight  acts  passed,  which  were 
signed  by  the  president  in  the  following  chronolo- 
gical order — 

in  November  2 

December  - - - - 8 

.Tanuary  -------  9 

February - 14 

March 

April  - --  - - --  26 

May ---21 

June  --------17 

July  1st  - --  --  --  8 

Julyfith  - - - - - - - 29 

138 

Txvelfth  congress.-^  Second  session.  From  Jdovcm- 
be'r  2, 1812.  to  March  3, 1813 — Sixiy-tioo  acts. 

November 1 

December  - - - - - - - 4 

January  .------11 

February  23 

March  3d  . 23 
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Thirteenth  congress. — First  session.  From  May  24, 
to  Aug.  2,  1813. — Fifty  nine  acts. 

May 00 

June  --------3 

July  - --  --  --32 

August  2d  -----  _ 24 

59 

The  twenty  four  acts  signed  on  the  2d  of  August, 
contain  forty  six  pages  of  close  print.  The  act  im- 
posing tile  direct  tax,  is  in  the  number,Hnd  contains 
itoenty  ttvo  pages. 

Thirteenth  cotigress. — Second  session.  From  Decem- 
ber 6,  1813,  to  Apni  18,  1814. — J^inety  five  acts. 
December  - - - . - - 2 

January  - --  --  --7 

February  - - - - - - 7 

March  - - 27 

April  1st  to  16  - - - - - 18 

April  18th  - - 34 

95 

Thirteenth  congress. — Third  session.  From  Septem- 
ber 19,1814,  to  March  3, 1815. — One  hundred  acts. 
September  - - - - » - 00 

October  - - - - - - -1 

November  - - - - - - 6 

December  - - - - - - - 11 

January  -----  - - 9 

i'ebruiry  - - - - - -38 

March’ 1st  - . ^ . 4 

March  3d  - - - -.-  - -31 

100 

The  thirty-one  acts  signed  on  the  3d  of  March, 
contain  thirty-hve  pages. 

This  was  the  ever  memorable  session  of  con- 
gress, in  which  tlie  imbecility  of  the  majority  and 
tlie  factious  violence  of  the  minority,  brought  the 
nation  to  the  jaws  of  destruction,  previous  to  the 
close  of  the  war. 

Fourteenth  congress. — First  session.  Front.  Decem- 
ber 1815,  to  April  30,  1816, — One  hundred  and 
seventy-three  acts. 

December  ------  2 

January  - - - - » . -4 

February  ------  15 

March  - - - - - - - 14 

April  2d  to  the  24 39 

26th  and  27th 59 

29th  ------  31 

30th  ------  8 

172 

Fourteenth  congress,  — Second  session.  From  Decem- 
ber 2,  1816,  to  March  3,  1817. — One  hundred  and 
fourteen  acts. 

In  December  ::::::  00 

In  January  :::::::  8 

^ In  February  ::::::  10 

On  Saturday,  March  1st  : ; : : 14 

March  3d  ::::::  82 

114 

The. acts  of  tins  session  are  comprised  in  one  hun- 
dred pages,  'T'hose  signed  in  January  occupy  three 
pages  and  a half — those  iu  February  four — those 
on  the  first  of  March  nine— and  those  on  the  3d  se- 
venty three! 

Fifteenth  congress. — First  session.  From  JVovember 
16,  1817,  to  April  20,  1818. — One  hundred  and 
thirty  acts. 

^ November  00 

December 


January  :::::::  7 

February  : : : : : : : 6 

March  : : : : : ; : 10 

April  3d  to  18th  ::::::  54 
April  20th  52 


130 

Thte  fifty  two  acts  signed  on  the  20th  of  April, 
contain,  of  J.  E.  Hall’s  edition,  no  less  than  eighty 
seven  pages.  In  this  session  there  were,  it  ap- 
pears, one  hundred  and  six  acts  passed  in  seven- 
teen days  and  only  twenty  four  in  the  preceding 
four  months  and  a half!  • 


The  annals  of  legislation  may  be  challenged  for 
any  parallel  case. 

Fifteenth  congress. — Second  session.  From  November 


16, 1818,  to  March  3, 1819.- 
ven  acts. 

-Otie  hundred  and  se- 

November  : ; : 

: ; : 00 

December  : : : 

: : . : 7 

January  : : : : 

: : : 4 

February  : : : 

: : : t 33 

March  2d  : : : 

: : : 8 

March  Sd  : : : : 

: : : 55 

107 

This  system  of  procrastination  has  been  coeval 
withtlie  government.  I am  informed  by  a gentle- 
man of  veracity,  that  general  Washington,  when  an 
extraordinary  number  of  acts  were  presented  to 
him  on  the  last  day  of  a session,  more  than  he  could 
correctly  decide  upon,  has  expressed  a strong  and 
most  marked  disapprobation  of  so  incorrect  a pro- 
cedure. 

Analysis. 

Sessions  of  congress  - - - 9 

Duration  - - months  39^ 

Acts  passed  - - - - 988 

Of  which  were  signed  in  eleven  days  420 


viz. 

1812,  July  6t]i  - . - j-  - . 29 

4813.  March  3d - 23 

August  3d 24 

1814.  April  18th - 34 

1815.  Marsh  3d  - - - - - ■=  31 

1816.  April  26th,  27th  and  29th  . - - 90 

1817.  March  3d  - - - - = - 82 

1818.  April  20th  - 52 

1819.  March  3d  - - - - - - 55 


Acts  signed  in  eleven  days  420 

Thus  it  appears  that  in  three  years  and  three  months 
there  were  568  acts  signed — and  in  eleven  days,  as 
I have  stated,  420  ! ! Wonderful  system  of  legisla- 
tion ! 

No  small  share  of  the  censure  due  to  the  pro- 
crastination of  the  public  business,  so  visible  in  the 
above  proceedings,  justly  attaches  to  the  speaker 
for  the  time  being,  He  ought  to  keep  a docket 
of  the  business  brought  before  the  house,  and  urge 
committees  to  pei’form  their  duty.  Certain  dayr* 
should  be  appointed  to  make  reports,  which  ought 
then  to  be  called  for.  If  not  ready,  others  should 
be  fixed.  And  whenever  the  public  business  if. 
unnecessarily  or  wantonly  procrastinated,  his  dut}- 
requires  the  use-  of  strong  animadversion.  This 
arrangement  would  be  productive  of  tke  most  sa- 
lutary consequences.  But  for  want  of  this  or  some 
other  system,  a very  large  portion  of  every  session 
is  literally  thrown  away.  And  so  much  of  the  bu- 
siness is  crowded  together  at  the  close,  that  it 
is  impossible  to  concoct  it  properly.  Ever  since 
the  organization  of  the  government,  tlu-ee-fourlhs 
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of  all  the  important  acts  have  been  passed  within 
the  last  week  or  ten  days  of  each  session. 

Is  it  then  surprising"  that  the  national  business  is 
egreg’iously  ill-managed.^  That  the  reiterated  re- 
quests of  so  large  a portion  of  our  citizens,  for  a 
bankrupt  and  other  salutary  acts,  are  of  no  avail.^ — 
How  is  it  possible  for  the  members — how  is  it 
possible  for  a president — to  discharge  their  respec- 
tive duties  conscientiously  with  such  a system.^  Can 
any  powers  short  of  superhuman,  enable  the  latter 
to  decide  on  the  justice,  the  propriety,  the  consti- 
tutionality of  twenty,  thirty,  forty,  fifty,  sixty,  seven- 
ty, or  eighty  acts  in  one  or  two  days.^  Is  not  this 
making  a mere  mockery  of  legislation  r* 

. Two,  three,  andsometimesfour  montiis  are  drawl- 
ed away  in  the  early  part  of  the  session — v/ith  three, 
four,  six,  eight,  ten  or  twelve  acts — and  afterwards 
all  the  business  is  hurried  through  with  indecent 
haste.  In  the  one  portion  of  the  time,  the  progress 
resembles  that  of  the  snail  or  the  sloth — in  the 
other,  that  of  the  high  mettled  racer.  In  fact  and 
in  truth,  if  congress  desired  to  briiig  republican  go- 
vernment into  disgrace,  to  render  it  a bye-word 
and  a reproach,  it  would  not  be  very  easy  to  devise 
a plan  more  admirably  calculated  for  the  purpose 
than  a considerable  part  of  their  proceedings. 

One  ruinous  consequence  attending  the  system 
pursued,  is  that,  at  the  close  of  every  session, 
some  of  the  most  important  bills  are  necessarily 
postponed. 

It  is  frequently  said  in  justification  of  the  pro- 
crastination of  congress,  and  the  little  business  that 
is  executed  in  the  early  part  of  the  session,  that  the 
committees  are  employed  in  digesting  and  pre- 
paring their  reports.  it  is  obvious,  that  this  must 
require  time.  But  whoever  considers  the  nature 
of  a large  portion  of  the  business  that  is  discussed 
in  thatbody,  will  be  convinced  that  it  might  be  dis- 
patched in  a fifth  part  of  the  time  it  occupies. 

Among  the  acts  hurried  through  at  the  close  of 
the  session,  there  are  frequently  some,  and  among 
them  private  ones,  which  have  “dragged  their  slow 
length  along”  for  months  before,  and  which  might 
as  readily  be  decided  on  in  a week  as  in  six  months 
I annex  the  dates  of  introduction  and  of  signature 
of  a few  tg  exemplify  this. 

Reported,  Si 

Act  to  divide  the  state  of.Penn- 

sylvania  into  districts,  l8I8.  Feb.  4 April  20 
Act  for  publication  of  laws,  Jan.  16  April  20 

Act  for  relief  of  B.  Birdsall  Jan.  27  April  20 
Act  for  incorporating  Columbian 

Institute,  Feb.  3 April  20 

Act  for  relief  of  gen.  Brown,  Feb.  9 April  18 
Act  for  relief  of  T.  and  J.  Clifford  ,lan.  20  April  20 
The  bill  for  the  relief  of  T.  and  J.  Cliffoi’d,  which 
was  three  months  on  its  passage  through  the  houses, 
contains  about  twenty  lines,  and  was  for  the  remis- 
sion of  duties  paid  on  articles  not  subject  to  ;^(J^uty. 
'I’hree  days  would  have  answered  as  well  ibr  the 
iliscussion  as  sevcm  years.  Such  is  the  case  with 
half  the  bills  that  are  crowded  together  at  the  last 
day  of  the  session. 

It  may  not  be  uninteresting  to  make  a few  fur- 
ther extracts  from  the  journals,  shedding  additional 
light  on  this  important  subject. 

1819.  April  18.  “Engrossed  bills  of  the  follow- 
ing titles  C vine  in  mimber  J were  severally  read  a 
third  time  and  jiassed.” 

April  20.  “Bills  from  the  senate  of  the  following 
titles  C ten  in  number  J were  severally  read  a third 
time  and  passed.” 

Eodem  die.  “A  message  from  the  senate  that 


they  have  passed  bills  of  this  house  of  the  following 
titles,  to  wit — f eighteen  in  number.” J 

By  a careful  search  through  the  journals  of  dif- 
ferent sessions,  we  might  find  three  or  four  hundred 
bills,  thus  bundled  together,  and  hastily  read  off^ 
ten  or  a dozen  en  suite. 

The  case  of  gen.  Stark  deserves  to  be  put  on 
record,  to  corroborate  some  of  the  opinions  of- 
fered in  this  chapter. 

On  the  6th  of  March,  1818,  a petition  was  pre- 
sented by  this  old  veteran,  representing  his  neces- 
sitous circumstances,  and  praying  that  the  bounty 
of  the  national  government  might  be  extended  to 
him,  in  the  decline  of  life,  in  compensation  of  his 
faithful  services  in  defence  of  his  country.  It  was 
refered  to  a committee,  who  reported  a bill  on  the 
9th,  which  was  read  the  first  and  second  time  on 
that  day.  It  then  lay  over  untouched  for  above  five 
■weeks,  till  Saturday  the  l^ih  of  April,  when  it  was 
passed  and  sent  to  the  senate,  where  it  was  read  and 
referred  to  the  committee  on  pensions,  who  re- 
ported it  on  that  day  without  amendments.  It 
was  read  the  third  time  on  Monday  the  20tli, 
in  committee  of  the  whole,  and  agreed  to  ivith 
amendments.  It  being  against  a rule  of  the  se- 
nate to  pass  a bill,  under  those  circumstances, 
on  the  same  day,  Mr.  Fromentin  moved  that  the 
rule  be  dispensed  with.  But  this  motion  was  unfeel- 
ingly rejected.  And  as  the  session  was  closed  that 
day,  the  bill  of  course  was  lost;  and  the  venerable 
old  hero,  about  ninety  years  of  age,  and  bending 
over  the  grave,  was  disappointed  at  that  time  of 
receiving  the  pittance  intended  for  him.  The  im- 
portance of  his  victory  at  Bennington,  which  led  to 
those  all-important  events,  the  battle  of  Saratoga 
and  the  capture  of  general  Burgoyne,  which  stands 
conspicuous  among  the  proudest  triumps  of  fhe  re- 
volutionary war,  is  so  deeply  impressed  on  the  pub- 
lic mind,  that  every  good  man  in  the  nation  felt 
deep  regret  at  this  very  ill-timed  and  ungracious 
punctilio. 

The  compensation  bill,  which  was  to  render  mem- 
bers of  congress  salary  ofiice^  s,  at  the  rate  of  1500  dol- 
lars per  annum,  passed  by  a former  congress,  forms 
a proper  contrast  to  the  bill  in  favor  of  general 
Stark. 

It  was  read  the  first  and  second 

time  in  the  house  of  representa- 
tives March  6th,  1815. 

Read  a third  time  and  passed  9th 

Read  first  time  in  senate  11th 

Second  time  12th 

Third  time  and  passed  14tli 

Laid  before  the  president  18th 

Approved  same  day. 

What  wonderful  economy  of  time! 

Thus  a bill  fortheir  own  benefit  which  introduced 
a novel  principle  into  the  country,  in  twelve  days 
passed  through  all  its  stages  from  its  inception,  to 
thelpresidential  approbation  ! ! 

What  a reproach  to  congress  arises  from  a con- 
trast of  this  case  with  that  of  the  veteran  Stark! 
How  wonderfully  their  personal  interestaccelerated 
their  movements! 

The  citizens  of  the  United  States,  however,  are 
answerable  for  a large  portion  of  the  derelictions 
of  congress.  Most  of  tlie  members  are  ambitious 
of  popularity;  which  forms  one  of  the  principal  in- 
ducements to  seek  a seat  in  that  body.  And  the 
utter  inattention  too  generally  displayed  by  the  citi- 
zens to  tlie  conduct  of  theirrepresentatives,  induces 
a degree  of  indifference  towards  the  interests  and 
wishes  of  the  constituents.  A more  frequent  call 
for  the  yeas  and  nays,  by  those  members  who  are 
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sincerely  desirous  of  discharging'  their  duty,  and  of 
having"  the  public  business  punctually  attended  to, 
together  with  a publication  of  lists  of  votes  on  all 
important  questions,  previous  to  elections,  w'ould 
operate  powerfully  on  the  feelings  of  the  menabers. 
If  every  member  whose  votes  militated  with  the 
substantial  interests  of  l)is  country,  were  sure  to 
he  discarded,  as  he  ought  to  be,  on  the  day  of  elec- 
tion, the  proceedings  of  congress  would  exhibit  a 
very  different  appearance  from  what  they  do  at  pre- 
sent. 

NOTE  BY  THE  EDITOR  OF  THE  REGISTER. 

At  the  moment  of  handing  the  preceding  to  the 
workmen,  in  turning  over  some  letters  which  I had 
“laid  on  the  table,’' the  following  paragraph  in  one 
from  a gentleman  of  Virginia,  attracted  ray  alten 
tion,  and  I thought  it  might  well  be  added  by  way 
of  a note. 

“While  the  pen  is  in  my  hand,  permit  me  to  tres- 
pass a little  longer  on  your  time,  to  express  an  idea, 
which  suggested  itself  to  me  on  reading  the  debates 
in  congress  on  the  subject  which  now  so  much  agi- 
tates the  nation,  (it  is  almost  the  only  subject  on 
which  I cannot  agree  with  you,)  but  let  me  pre- 
mise, it  must  not  be  inferred,  that  I am  hostile  to  a 
free  di’sewmo?!  of  all  subjects  of  importance,  as  tiiis 
unquestionably  is.  The  idea  is,  that  by  some  con- 
venient mode,  each  member  of  congress  should  be 
reminded  when  he  assumes  “the  floor,”  of  the  ex- 
pense he  is  about  to  impose  on  the  people;  it  might 
deter  some  **ho7iorable  from  consuming  so 

much  time  to  reiterate,  what  had  often  been  re- 
peated by  other  ‘^honorable  gentlemen*^  I have  not 
before  me  the  data  to  ascertain  the  exact  expenses 
of  congress  per  day,  but  presume  that  2500  dollars 
will  not  be  much  out  of  tlie  way;— if  this  be  a good 
“guess,”  some  of  the  speeches  have  cost  the  nation 
5000  dollars. — Have  we,  (or  the  speaker)  received 
an  equivalent?  This  is  what  I wish  to  be  borne  in 
mind  by  the  “honorable  gentlemen.”  What  an  in- 
consistent creature  is  man!  perhaps  / am  now  com- 
mitting the  very  offence,  I have  cen&ured  in  others, 
pardon  me,  sir  — 

I am,  mostresp‘ectfully,  kc. 


District  of  Maine. 


liepresentation  of  the  viembers  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tativeSf  from  that  part  of  JMassaehusetts  hitherto 
known  as  the  district  of  JMaine. 

To  the  honorable  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives, of  the  United  States,  <n  congress. 

The  undersigned,  members  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, from  that  part  of  Massachusetts  hi- 
therto known  as  the  district  of  Maine,  beg  leave,  I 
respectfully,  to  represent — 

'That  they  have  received  a communication  from 
the  delegation  from  Maine,  in  the  legislature  of 
Massachusetts,  stating  the  embarrassments  Mdiich 
the  people  of  Maine  experience  by  the  delay  of 
congress  to  decide  upon  the  lull  for  their  admission 
into  the  union,  and  requesting  tiiem  to  press  these 
embarrassments  upon  the  consideration  of  con- 
gress. 

The  act  of  Massachusetts  granting  the  separa-i 
tion  is  on  condition  that  congress  siiaii  consent  to 
their  admission  into  the  union  before  the  fourth  of 
March,  1820.  It  is  understood  thatthis  condition 
will  be  held  indispensable,  unless  on  terms  vviiicli 
are  inadmissible. 

. lly  the  constitutions  of  the  states  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Maine,  the  elections  for  the  next  legisla- 
tures will  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  April 
’i'lie  meetings  are  usually  summoned  between  the 


middle  and  twenty  fifth  of  March.  Should  con- 
gress delay  a final  decision  be}  ond  the  present 
week,  the  notice  could  not  arrive  to  the  remote 
towns  and  plantations  of  Maine,  before  they  shall 
have  notified  their  meetings,  and  perhaps  held 
their  elections.  I'he  embarrassments  and  injuries 
which  would  result  are  beyond  calculation.  One 
portion  of  the  electors  voting  under  the  constitu- 
tion of  Massachusetts,  the  other  under  that  of 
Maine. 

Should  the  legislature  of  Massachusetts  repeal 
the  condition,  it  would  afford  no  relief.  They  can- 
not postpone^  the  elections.  These  would  be  held 
in  each  state*,  under  total  uncertainty.  Should  we 
elect  our  officers  for  the  new  .state,  and  congress 
refuse  to  admit  us,  we  should  have  ofiicers  without 
a state.  Should  we  elect  for  Massachusetts,  and 
congress  admit  us,  we  should  have  a state  without 
officers.  Should  Massachusetts  and  Maine  deter- 
mine differently,  one  relying'  on  congress.to  pass 
ihe  bill,  and  the  other  proceeding  as  before,  it 
would  produce  a complication  of  errors  and  em- 
barrassments equally  unfortunate  and  ridiculous. 

I’o  these  difficulties,  wliich  are  serious  indeed, 
the  undersigned  have  to  add  others  equally  afilict- 
ing.  The  leg’islature  must  pass  several  laws,  which 
will  depend  on  the  decision  of  congress.  They 
have  protracted  their  session  beyond  the  usual  pe- 
riod, and  are  now  at  great  expense,  waiting  the  re- 
sult of  your  determination. 

'The  people  of  Maine,  not  av/are  that  any  reason- 
able objection  would  be  urged  lo  their  admission, 
considering  that  they  had  given  no  just  cause  of  of- 
fence to  their  brethren  of  the  United  States;  be- 
lieving’, moreover,  that  the  act  of  the  last  congress 
seemed  to  have  pledged  the  assent  of  the  nation, 
have  made  their  arrangements  for  the  new  order  of 
things,  notified  their  meetings  for  the  selection  of 
their  candidates,  and  made  other  preparations 
which  their  exigencies  require.  If  their  hopes  are 
to  be  disappointed,  at  last,  they  think  it  but  reason- 
able tliat  they  should  know  it,  before  their  evils 
shall  be  further  increased. 

The  undersigned,  therefore,  in  behalf  of  their 
constituents,  ask  leave  respectfully  to  urge,  that 
congress  would,  as  speedily  as  possible,  decide  the 
question  of  their  admission  into  the  union.  'Fhey 
exceedingly  regret  that  the  people  of  Maine  are 
to  wait  tlie  discussion  of  a principle  in  Which  they 
have  taken  no  part,  and  which  can  never  apply  to 
their  case.  They  believe  that  their  claim  is  enti- 
tled to  a separate  and  independent  decision.  But 
if  they  are  doomed  to  wait  until  other  claims,  un- 
connected witli,  and  foreig’n  t o theirs,  shall  have 
been  decided,  they  hope  and  trust  that  the  peculi- 
ai’ity  of  their  situation  will  be  their  apology  for  in-g- 
ing  that  those  other  claims  may  be  brought  to  a de- 
cision, and  in  believing  that  after  five  weeks  debate 
on  a subject  with  which  they  have  been  unfortu- 
nately connected,  congress  will,  for  their  sakes, 
practice  a brevity  \vK\c\\  the  crisis  demands. 

JOHN  HOLMES, 

M.  KINSLEY, 

M ARK  L ANGDON  IliLL, 
JAMES  PARKER, 

JOSHUA  CU  HM AN, 
EZEKIEL  WH1TMA.N. 


Uniform  System  of  Bfinkruptcy. 

FROM  THE  NATIONAL  INTELLIGENCER.  ' 

We  understand  t’nat  a bankrupt  system,  of  anew 
cast,  has  been  digested  by  a judicial  character, 
whose  experience  has  been  not  a little,  and  will 
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shortly  be  submitted  to  the  investig'ation  of  the 
friends  of  such  a measure. 

This  bill  proposes — 

I.  To  incorporate  the  bankrupt  system  into  the 
pidicial  system  of  the  country;  to  which  it  properly 
belong's. 

II.  To  get  rid  of  the  machinery  of  commissioners 
and  assignees,  and  substitute  for  them — 

1.  A register  of  bankruptcy,  who  shall  be  the 
common  assignee  in  each  district;  reserving,  how- 
ever, to  creditors  the  rigirt  to  take  the  bankrupt’s 
estate  into  their  own  hands  when  they  prefer  it,  and 
obliging  them  to  take  it  after  a limited  time 

2.  An  inquest,  in  the  nature  of  a special  jury,be- 
ibre  whom  the  conduct  of  the  debtor  shall  be  openly 
investigated. 

It  then  proceeds  to  make  provision — 

1.  To  secure  the  creditor  against  frauds. 

2 To  enforce  an  equal  distribution  of  the  bank- 
rupt’s effects. 

Bankruptcy  is  provided  for,  as  distinguished  into 
voluntary  and  involuntary.  The  rights  of  a volun- 
tary bankrupt,  in  the  cases  specified,  are  extended 
to  all  persons;  the  liability  of  an  involuntary  bank- 
rupt confined  to  merchants  and  traders.  But  an 
involuntary  bankrupt  may  entitle  himself  to  the 
rights  of  the  other,  by  the  subsequent  fairness  of 
Lis  conduct. 

It  then  concludes  with  a confirmation  of  all  the 
discharges  under  slate  laws,  up  to  the  passage  of 
the  act,  wherever  they  have  been  obtained  without 
fraud  or  concealment. 

The  system  now  before  congress  provides  only 
for  the  cases  of  involuntary  l>ankruptcy. 

Those  who  are  unfavorable  to  a total  discharge 
of  the  bankrupt,  will  have  only  to  alter  one  line,  in 
order  to  substitute  a letter  of  license  or  exemption 
from  suit  for  a term  of  years. 


Gun  powder^  Lead^  &c.  Loaned. 

We  have  a report  from  the  department  of  war, 
in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  re})re- 
sentatives  of  the  24lh  Jan.  relative  to  certain  loans 
to  private  citizens,  of  gun  powder,  lead,  &c.  belong- 
ing to  the  government.  1'he  amount  and  persons 
to  whom  loaned  is  as  follows: 

Wavch  16, 1815— Geo.  W. 'Murray, N.  York, lead  tens  23,  0 2 10 
Oet.  25, ditto  do.  ” 2S,  4 3 4 

May  25, Stull  and  Williams,  Georgetown,  Col. 

powder  lbs.  60,000 

June  24, 1817—  E.  .T.  Dupont  & Co.  Wilmington  Del.  do.  3,600 

July  24, ditto  do.  320,302 

Aug.  16, ditto  do.  20,000 

Oct.  21, Ft  tfrBatidiiy,  Wilmington,  Del.  <io.  50,000 

The  times  or  re-ijayment  were,  for  the  lead,  six 
months  fi  tim  loan,  and  for  tiie  powder,  at  sixty  days 
after  notice;  security  for  the  vslue  of  the  articles 
being  given 

In  explanation,  it  appears  that  tlie  loans  of  lead 
to  Murray,  were  matie  because  the  stock  of  govern- 
Hient  Was  large,  and  astiie  article  was  very  scarce, 
1o  assist  him  in  the  m.annfucture  of  white  lead,  in 
wliich  he  was  cittensively  engaged  t he  powder 
was  loaned  because  the  stock  on  hand  was  too  large, 
and  liable  to  be  damaged — a part  also  being-  of  an 
inferior  quality,  for  vuhicb  that  of  the  best  quality 
V as  to  be  returned.  Tiie  arrangements,  as  to  the 
powder,  were  sanctioned  by  .Mr.  George  Graham, 
then  ting  secretary  of  war. 

Dupont  & Go.  iiave  partially  returned  wdiat  tliey 
borrowed,  and  appear  ready  to  meet  the  wants  or 
wishes  of  the  goeernment  in  vesjiect  to  the  balance. 

The  re- payment  by  HrunUiy  is  considered  doubt- 
ful— he  at  present  is  sgid  to  icoide  at  Havana,  and 


his  securities  are  not  regarded  as  good.  Stull  and 
Williams  have  repaid  a part  of  the  powder,  and 
new  securities  have  been  required,  though  not  yet 
obtained,  for  the  balance.  . 

i he  loans  ot  lead,  to  Murray,  it  appears  were 
made  on  the  personal  responsibility  of  capt.  Tyler, 
late  of  the  ordnance  department,  who,  in  the 
course  of  last  year  was  dismissed  from  the  service. 
Nothing  is  said  of  the  probability  of  a re-pay  ment. 

obedience  to  the  same  resolution,  there  is 
a report  from  the  navy  department,  and  the  commis- 
sioners of  the  navy,  stating  that  no  loans  had  been 
made  to  any  private  citizen,  to  the  knowledge  of 
the  secretary  or  tlie  commissioners. 


CONGHESS. 

IX  TUK  SEXATE. 

February  24.  The  senate  proceeded  to  the  con- 
sideration of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  finance, 
on  the  petitions  of  Andrew  Low  and  others,  mer- 
chants of  Savannah,  who  pray  fora  remission  of  du- 
ties paid  and  secured  to  be  paid  on  a large  amount 
of  imported  goods  which  were  consumed  and  de- 
.stroyed  by  the  late  fire  in  that  city.  In  general, 
the  government  has  refused  to  remit  the  payment 
of  duties  in  such  cases.  Relief  has,  however,  in  a 
very  few  such  cases,  been  granted;  but  in  extraor- 
dinary cases— such,  for  example,  as  the  goods  be- 
ing in  the  custody  of  the  officers  of  the  United 
States,  to  secure  the  payment  of  duties.  The  re- 
port concludes  an  argument  ot  some  length  by  re- 
commending the  adoption  of  a resolution  “that  it  is 
inexpedient  to  grant  tlie  prayer  of  the  petitioners.’* 

Mr.  Elliot,  of  Georg  ia,  moved  to  amend  the  re- 
port by  substituting  the  following  resolution  for 
that  re  ported  by  the  committee: 

^^Resohed,  That  the  report  be  recommitted  to  the; 
committee  on  finance,  with  instructions  to  reporta 
bill  authorising  the  remission  of  25  per  cent,  on  all 
bonds  due,  or  becoming  due,  at  the  custom  house 
at  Savannah,  in  Georgia,  executed  for  the  payment 
of  duties  on  imported  goods,  wares,  and  merchan- 
dize, not  insured  against  fire,  and  which  have  been 
destroyed  by  the  late  fire  in  that  city— and  extend- 
ing  the  additional  credit  of  two  years  on  such 
bonds.” 

J'his  amendment  was  earnestly  supported  by  Mr 
Elliot,  and  Mr.  Walker,  of  Georgia.  These  pro- 
ceedings shall  be  more  particularly  noticed  at  a fu- 
ture day. 

The  whole  subject  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Roberts,  postponed  to  to-morrow. 

I he  report  of  tlie  committee  of  pensions  on  the 
petition  of  Richard  Butler  and  others,  praying  for 
pensions  (w'ho  did  not  serve  in  the  army  of  the  re- 
volution, but  in  the  partizan  corps  of  the  several 
states)  was  taken  up,  audit  was 

Resolved,  That  tlie  prayer  of  the  petitioners 
ought  not  to  be  granted. 

The  bill  making  fm  ther  provision  forthe  sale  of 
the  public  land.s  (changing  the  terms  of  sale  from 
credit  to  cash)  was  taken  up,  and  the  amendments 
proposed  yesterday  by  Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama, 
was,  after  some  discussion,  withdrawn  by  him,  iu 
order  tn^  be  ofiered  again  on  a future  occasion. 

Mr.  Ed'warUs  offered  tlie  following  amendment; 

<‘.dnd  be  it  further  enacted,  'I'liat  everv  person  who 
now  is,  or  hereafter  may  be,  an  actual  'boyia  fide  set- 
tier  upon  any  quarter  section  of  land  which  sliall 
liave  been  previously  exposed  to  public  sale,  and  re- 
main unsold,  shall  be  permitted  to  purchase  such 
quarter  section  in  the  same  manner,  and  on  such 
i terms  as  are  now  auLliovised  by  law.” 
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Considerable  discussion  took  place — finally,  the 
subject  was  postponed  until  to-morrow.  After  some 
unimportant  matters,  tlie  senate  proceeded  to  exe- 
cuthe  business. 

J^ebruary  25.  Mr.  Elliott’s  amendment  offered 
yesterday  to  the  report  of  the  committee  appointed 
on  the  memorial  of  the  sufferers  by  the  late  fire  at 
Savannah,  was  agreed  to — ayes  21,  noes  18. 

On  motion  of  5-r.  BurvilL  the  senate  then  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  ofithe  M.aine  bill. 

The  question  being  on  the  motion  of  Mr  JBurrill, 
(not  Mr.  Morril,  as  heretofore  stated,)  to  rkcebe 
from  the  amendments  of  the  senate,  which  embrace 
provisions  for  the  admission  of  Missouri,  anel  for 
excluding  slaves  from  the  territories — 

A discussion  arose  on  a point  of  order,  respecting 
the  division  of  this  question,  (as  yesterday  direct- 
ed,) so  as  to  separate  the  question  respecting- Mis- 
.souri  fi'om  that  respecting  tiie  territories:  it  being 
contended  by  Mr.  Burvill,  that  the  whole  amend- 
ment was  an  unit,  tlie  second  part  depending  on  the 
first,  and  therefore  inadvisable. 

The  president,  (Mr.  Gaillard,)  availed  himself  of 
a rule  of  the  senate,  to  submit  the  question  to  the 
decision  of  the  senate.  And,  after  debate,  in  which 
Messrs.  Burnlly  Otis^  Barbour,  Walker  of  Alabama, 
jLo'wrie,  JMacon,  Roberts,  King  of  N.  Y.  Smith  and 
Morril,  took  part,  the  question  apparently  becom- 
ing more  difficult  in  the  course  of  the  discussion,  it 
was  at  length  determined,  on  the  third  trial,  that 
the  further  consideration  of  the  subject  be  postpon- 
ed to  to-morrow. 

The  following  letter  was  received  from  the  secre- 
tary,of  the  treasury: 

Treasury  Department,  23d  Feb.  1820. 
Sib — In  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  senate, 
of  the  12th  of  Febniary,  1819,  directing  that  “the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  lay  before  the  senate,  as 
early  in  the  next  session  as  practical,  an  abstract  of 
all  bonds  for  duties,  on  merchandize  imported  into 
the  United  States,  which  shallhave  become  payable 
and  remain  unpaid  on  the  30th  day  of  September 
next,  exhibiting  in  such  abstract  the  state  of  each 
bond  and  the  time  when  it  became  payable,  its 
amount,  names  of  the  obligors,  distinguishing  prin- 
ci])uis  from  sureties,  and  the  district  of  the  cus- 
toms in  which  taken,  together  with  sucli  informa- 
tion as  will  show  how  much  or  what  parts  of  such 
bonds  are  irrecoverable  and  lost  to  the  United 
States,”  I have  the  honor  to  transmit  statements  A, 
B,  C,  and  D,  and  a letter  from  the  register  of  the 
treasury  presenting  the  general  result  of  state- 
ments A and  D.  From  the  latter  statement,  it  ap- 
pears that  the  amount  of  revenue  which  has  ac- 
crued from  the  customs,  from  the  commencement 
of  the  present  government  to  the  end  of  the  year 
1819,  is  estimated  at  ^351, 329, 799  53.  From  state- 
ment A,  it  appears  that  the  amount  of  revenue  lost 
by  the  insolvency  of  persons  who  became  bound  for 
the  payment  of  duties,  is  estimated  at  ^1,037,355 
64  cts.  and  that  which  is  doubtful,  at  the  sum  of 
^540,  969  20  These  sums  together,  are  not  quite 
equal  to  45,100  of  one  per  cent,  upon  the  aggre- 
gate revenue  which  has  accrued  since  the  organi- 
zation of  the  present  government.  Statement  B 
sliewsthe  amount  which  is  estimated  to  have  been 
lost  the  government  by  the  misconduct  of  officers 
employed  in  the  collection  of  the  revenue  arising 
from  imports  and  tonnage.  Statement  C exhibits 
the  amount  of  loss  from  the  collectors  of  the  in 
ternal  revenue  and  direct  tax,  and  receivers  of  pub 
lie  moneys.  Ihese  sums  form  an  aggregate  a 
mount  nearly  equal  to  that  which  is  exbiffited  in 
statement  A.  Documents  Iron)  1 to  71,  inclusive 


contain  abstracts  of  the  bonds  put  in  suit  in  the  se- 
veral collection  districts  of  the  United  States. 

It  was  intended  to  have  presented  a statement  of 
the  sums  which  are  estimated  to  have  been  lost 
by  the  misapplication  of  the  public  money  by  the 
officers  of  the  government  employed  in  disburs- 
ing it;  but  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  state- 
ment cannot  be  prepared  during  the  present  ses- 
sion of  congress.  I'here  can,  however,  be  no  doubt 
that  the  losses  arising  from  this  source  greatly  ex- 
ceed those  which  have  been  incurred  in -the  col- 
lection. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, WM.  H,  CRAWFORD. 

The  hon,  the  president  of  the  senate. 

The  letter  and  documents  lie  on  the  table. 

The  senate  then  adjourned. 

February,  26.  After  other  business,  the  senate 
again  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  mes- 
sage  from  the  hoiise  of  representatives  disagreeing 
to  the  amendment  of  this  body  to  the  bill  for  the 
admission  of  Maine  into  the  union.  [This  amend- 
ment embraces  nine  sections,  the  first  eight  of 
which  contain  provisions  for  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri  into  the  union;  the  9th  prohibits  the  further 
introduction  of  slavery  into  the  territories  of  the 
United  States.] 

The  question  of  order  on  the  susceptibility  of 
division  of  a question  on  motibn  to  recede,  so  as  to 
take  it  separately  and  successively  on  each  part, 
being  yet  under  consideration,  Mr.  O^/s,  Mr.  Burrill 
and  Mr.  Mornl,  successively  spoke  briefly  on  the 
question;  when, 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ky.  the  senate  ad- 
journed. 

February  23.  Mr.  Lloyd,  of  Maryland,  submitted 
for  consideration  the  following  resolution- 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  public  lands  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  mak- 
ing appropriations  of  public  lands  for  the  support 
and  encouragement  of  literary  institutions  within 
the  limits  of  the  old  states,  corresponding  with  the 
provisions  which  have  been  made  for  the  same  pur- 
pose within  the  limits  of  the  new  states. 

The  motion  lies  on  the  table  one  day  of  course. 
I'he  senate  proceeded  again  to  consider  the 
question  on  receding  from  the  amendments  made 
by  the  senate,  and  disagreed  to  by  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives, to  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Maine 
into  the  union. 

[These  amendments  embrace  two  distinct  mea- 
sures: the  one  admitting  Missouri  into  the  union — 
the  other  prohibiting  the  future  transportation  of 
slaves  into  the  territories  of  the  United  States.] 

The  question  of  order,  depending  on  the  last  ad- 
journment, was,  after  a few  remarks  on  it  by  Mr. 
Wilson,  by  a vote  of  22  to  17,  decided  in  favor  of 
divisibilUy  of  the  question  of  fr om  the 

amendments  of  the  senate. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  without  debate,  on 
receding  from  so  much  of  the  amendments  of  the 
senate  as  provides  for  the  admission  Missouri  in- 
to the  union,  and  decided  a.s  follows. 

For  recedh)f.'.-^lfssts.  Burrill,  Dana,  Di  okerson.  Horsey,  Hun  - 
ter,  King,  of  NeAV  York.Lanman.Lovrie,  Mellen,  Morrill,  Noble 
Otis.  Palmer,  Parrott,  Roberts,  Ruggies,  Sanford,  Tichenor,  Trim- 
ble, Van  Dyke,  Wilson.— 21. 

Agamst  7-ece</ing.— Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Edward* 
Elliot,  Gaillard.  Johnson  of  Ken.  Johnson  of  Lou.  King  of  Alab! 
Leake,  Lloyd,  Logan, Macon,  Pinkney,  Pleasants,  Smith.  Stokes, 
Alab.  Walker  of  Geo.  Williams  of 

Miss.  Williams  of  Ten. — 23. 

So  the  HQriKiQ.  refused  (every  member  of  the  se- 
nate being  in  Ids  seat)  to  i-ecede  from  this  part  of 
its  amendments. 

The  question  was  then  taken,  also  witboiit  de- 
bate, on  the  receding  from  so  mtich  as  .regards  tlie 
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inhibition  of  slavery  in  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  north  of  36  degrees  30  minutes  north  lati 
tude,  and  decided  as  follows: 

YEAS.— Messrs.  Barbour,  Elliot,  Gaillard,  Macon,  Noble.  Plea, 
sawts,  Saatbcd,  Smith,  Taylor,  Walker  of  Geo.  Williams  of  Miss. 
—11. 

NAYS. —Messrs.  Brown,  BurrilJ,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Horsey,  Hunter,  J ohnsou  oi  Ken.  Johnson  of  Lou-  King  of 
Alab.  King  ot  N.  Y.  Lauinan,  Ltake,  Lloyd,  Logan,  Lowrie,  Mel- 
len,  Morrill,  Otis,  Falui.r,  Parrott,  Pinkney,  Hoberts,  Riiggles, 
Stokes-  Thomas,  Tieiienor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of  Alab. 
■Williams  of  Ten.  Wilson.— 33. 

So  tile  senate  refuaed  to  recede  from  this  or  any 
part  of  its  amendments  to  the  biil  for  the  admission 
of -Vlaine  into  the  union. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  senate  then  de- 
termined to  insist  on  the  first  clause  of  its  amend 
ments;  and,  on  motion  of  Vlr.  Roberts,  it  determin- 
ed in  like  manner,  to  insist  on  the  latter  clause  of 
its  amendments.  And  the  secretary  was  instructed 
to  iutbrm  the.  house  of  representatives  according- 
ly. 

J"On  those  proceedings  the  editors  ot  the  Nation- 
al  Intelligencer  observe — “The  question  which  has 
so  long  been  agitated  in  congress,  and  throughout 
the  country,  approaches  the  crisis  of  its  decision,  as 
the  reader  will  find  by  a reference  to  the  proceed 
ings  of  yesterday  in  the  subsequent  columns.  Not- 
withstanding the  feeling  which  but  too  sensibly 
])revails,  we  have  yet  some  hope  it  will  be  amicably 
settled.  It  is  seldom  that  the  senate  of  the  United 
States  is  as  much  agitated  as  it  was  yesterday.  The 
subject  is  now  committed  to  a conference  between 
the  two  houses  of  congress.  If  that  conference 
should  not  lead  to  an  amicable  result,  it  is  much  to 
be  feared  that  the  present  session  will  pass  over 
without  a decision  of  “the  distracting  question^* 
now  depending  in  congress.”] 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  ofthe 
bill  for  changing  the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  pub- 
lic lands  from  credit  to  cash  sales. 

The  amendment  moved  by  Mr.  Edroards  on 
the  24th  inst.  being  yet  under  consideration, 

A debate  arose  thereon,  in  which  Messr;#  On&, 
JVoble,  King  of  New  York,  Edwards,  Buggies,  John- 
son of  Kentucky,  Lowrie,  Johnson  of  Louisiana, 
Leake  and  Eaton,  took  part. 

The  question  on  agreeing  to  the  same  was  then 
decided  by  yeas  an  d nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Brown,  Edwards,  Johnson  of  Lou.  King  of 
Alab.  Lloyd,  Logan,  Noble,  Pinkney,  Smith,  Stokes,  Thomas 
Walker  of  Alab. — 12. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Barbour,  Burril I,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Eaton,  El 
liot,  Gaillard,  Horsi  y,  Hunter.,  King  of  N.  Y.  Lanman,  Leake* 
Lowrie,  Macon,  Mellen,  Morrii,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pleasants, 
lloberts,  Ruggles,  Sandford,  Taj  lor,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van 
Dyke,  Williams  of  Geo.  Williams  of  Miss.  Williams  of  Ten.  Wil- 
son.— 31. 

So  the  amendment  was  disagreed  to. 

Other  proceedings  were  had  on  the  bill  not  ne- 
cessary to  notice  just  now  -and  without  any  thing 
being  dehnitlvely  done,  the  subject  was  postponed 
until  Friday, 

The  bill  for  the  establishment  of  an  uniform  sys 
tern  of  bankruptcy  was  taken  up,  and  was  po.stpon- 
ed  to  and  made  the  order  of  the  day  for  Monday 
next. 

3 he  bill  for  the  relief  ofthe  officers  and  volun- 
teers engagedinthe  late  campaign  against  the  Se 
minole  Indians  was  taken  up.  Mr.  Eaton  commenc- 
ed some  explanations  respecting  it:  but  the  senate 
appeared  too  mucli  absorbed  in  the  affiiir  of  the 
Maine  and  .Missouri  b'H  to  give  attention  to  it:  on 
motion  of  Mr.  Eaton,  the  further  consideration  of 
the  subject  was  postponed. 

The  senate  was  about  to  adjourn,  when  the  clerk 
ofthe  house  of  representatives  presented  himself 
.'it  the  door,  with  a message,  that  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives had  insisted  on  their  disagreement  to 


the  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  Maine  bill.  [See- 

above.] 

Mr.  Thomas  then  moved  that  a committee  of  con- 
ference be  appointed,  to  confer  witli  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives on  the  subject. 

Hereupon  a waim  debate  took  place— Mr.  King, 
of  Alabama,  and  Mr.  Smith,  were  in  favor  of  adhe- 
rence, which  forecloses  conference:  Mr.  of 

New  York,  spoke  in  explanation:  and  Messrs.  Bar- 
bour, Thomas,  Johnson,  of  Kentucky,  Low?  Morrii, 
Dana,  Eaton,  Macon  and  successively  sup- 

ported the  conference. 

3'he  debate  resulted  in  this:  that  a motion  for  de- 
ferring the  question  was  negatived,  and  the  senate 
voted,  not  without  opposition  but  without  dividing, 
to  request  a conference  with  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives. 

The  senate  then  balloted  for  managers  thereof 
on  their  part:  and  Mr.  Thomas,  Mr.  Pinkney,  and 
Mr,  Barbour  were  duly  elected: 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 

February  29.  The  unfavorable  report  in  the  case 
of  Robert  Newsum,  (praying  a pension  on  account- 
of  disability  incjurred  while  laboring  in  a United 
States’  navy  yard,)  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  resolution  moved  by  Mr.  Lloyd,  for  an  en- 
quiry into  the  expediency  of  making  appropria- 
tions of  public  land  for  the  support  of  literary  in- 
stitutions in  the  old  states  as  well  as  in  the  new, was 
taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

The  bill  respecting  licenses  to  ti’ade  with  the  In- 
dians was  considered,  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed 
for  a third  reading.  This  bill  provides,  that  liceu- 
ses  shall  be  granted  only  to  citizens  ofthe  United 
States,  who  .shall  give  heavy  bonds  for  the  per- 
formance of  certain  conditions  prescribed,  with 
power  in  the  president  to  recal  the  same,  &c.  and 
an}-  person  trading  without  such  license  shall  for- 
feit all  his  merchandize,  and  be  liable  to  a heavy 
fine  and  imprisonment.,  [Such  a law  as  this  is  much 
wanted,  and  we  hope  it  will  be  rigidly  enforced,  to 
preserve  the  peace  of  our  frontiers  thrpugli  the  in» 
trigues  of  British  traders,  and  prevent  the  impositi- 
ons  too  much  practised  upon  the  Indians  by  our  owiu 

The  bill  from  the  house  of  representatives  to 
continue  in  force  for  one  year  the  act.for  establish- 
ing trading  houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,  was  or- 
dered to  a third  reading,  and  was  read  a third  time 
accordingly,  and  finally  passed. 

March,  1.  A resolution,  yesterday  submitted  by 
Mr.  J\'oble,  was  taken  up,  and  modified,  to  read  as 
follows ; 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  be 
directed  to  lay  before  the  senate  a statement  ex- 
hibiting the  amount  of  the  two  per  cent  fund,  aris- 
ing from  the  sale  of  the  public  lands,  lying  within 
the  state  of  Indiana,  witliin  the  state  of  Ohio,  and 
witliin  the  state  of  Illinois,  and  also  the  amount  of 
said  fund  arising  from  the  sale  of  public  lands  with- 
in the  state  of  Illinois,  which  was  reserved  for  the 
purpose  of  making  roads  leading  to  the  states,  and 
to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of  congress. 

After  some  explanatory  remarks  from  Mr.  Logan, 
the  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  T'emi/e  submitted  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
providing  for  the  abolition  of  the  sy.stem  of  Indian 
trade,  established  by  a h-.w  of  the  second  of  March 
1811,  which  has  been  continued  in  force  until  the 
3d  of  March  1821,  and  for  the  disposition  of  the 
goods  and  public  property,  and  the  payment  ofthe 
proceeds  into  the  treasury. 
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The  resolve  lies  on  the  table. 

'l  he  engrossed  bill  “for  the  better  regulation  of 
trade  with  the  Indian  tribes,”  was  read  a third  time 
and  passed. 

The  engrossed  bills  for  the  relief  of  Labedoyere 
tie  Kermion;  for  the  relief  of  Joseph  McNiel;  for 
the  relief  of  B.  Duvergne;  for  the  relief  of  Robert 
imrdy,  were  severally  read  a third  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  altering  the  place  of  hold- 
ing the  federal  courts  in  the  state  of  Ohio;  and  the 
engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  post  office,  law  so  as 
to  extend  to  the  president  pro  tern,  of  the  senate 
the  same  privilege  of  franking',  as  belongs  by  law,  to 
the  vice  president  of  the  United  States,  were  read 
a third  time  and  passed. 

The  senate  then  proceeded  iO  the  consideration 
of  the  bill,  which  had  been  made  the  order  of  the 
day  for  this  day,  to  change  the  mode  of  disposing  of 
the  public  lands. 

! Mr.  Barbour  said  that,  under  existing  circumstan- 
ces with  respect  to  another  question,  (the  Missouri 
question)  he  did  not  feel  in  the  humor  at  present 
to  legislate  on  this  bill,  which,  at  any  other  moment, 
he  should  have  regarded  as  a very  important  one. 
Unless  something  should  be  done  on  the  other  sub- 
ject to  which  he  had  referred,  he,  for  one,  was  will- 
ing, after  passing  the  annual  appropriation  huv,  that 
congress  should  return  at  once  to  their  constitu- 
ents and  take  their  sense  on  the  course  pursued  by 
congress. 

Mr.  Ort'ssaid,  if  it  was  understood  that  no  busi- 
ness was  to  be  done  until  the  other  business  referred 
to  came  to  a consummation,  the  sen;.-.e  might  as 
well  adjourn  to-day  without  attempting  to  take  up 
any  business. 

The  bill  e'xtending  the  time  of  payment  to  deb- 
tors for  the  public  lands,  and  to  defer  the  forfeiture 
thereof  for  non-payment,  came  up  next  in  order. 
After  several  members  had  spoke  on  the  subject, 
Mr.  Trimble  moved  to  lay  this  bill  on  the  table, 
with  a view  to  a reconsideration  of  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  cash  sales  bill 

The  motion  was  negatived,  19  votes  to  17. 

The  question  on  postponeing  the  indulgence  bill 
to  >jonday,  was  then  decided  in  the  affirmative — 
,17  to  14. 

The  senate  spent  some  time  in  consideration  of 
executive  business. 

HOUSE  OF  REFHESEKTATIVES. 

Erratum.  In  the  brief  sketch  of  Mr.  Randolph’s 
xemarks—page  455,  last  vol.  for  “curia,”  read 
cuirass. 

Thursdayy  Feb.  24.  Mr.  Meigs  made  a motion 
that  the  journal  of  the  house  should  be  amended 
so  as  to  plare  his  name  in  the  affirmative  on  the 
vote  taken  yesterday,  upon  disagreeing  with  the 
senate  in  their  amendment  conneding-  Missouri 
with  Maine,  the  same  having  been  erroneously  sta- 
ted in  the  journal  (and  of  course  intliis  paper)  the 
other  way.  But  the  motion  was  declared  not  to 
be  in  order,  as  the  yeas  and  nays  cannot  be  altered, 
after  they  have  been  once  recorded. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house,  a report 
from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  made  in  obedi- 
ence to  a resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives 
of  the  1st  of  March  1819,  “directing  Ihm  to  trans- 
mit to  congress  at  an  early  period  in  the  next  ses- 
sion, a general  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  offices,  similar 
to  the  return  made  to  him  by  the  bank:  and  a 
statement  exhibiting  as  nearly  as  may  be  practica- 
ble, the  amount  of  capital  invested  in  the  different 


chartered  banks  in  the  several  slates,  and  the  dis- 
rictof  Columbia;  the  amount  of  notes  issued  and  in 
circulation;  the  public  and  private  deposits  in  them; 
the  amount  of  scans  and  discounts  made  by  them 
and  remaining  unpaid,  and  the  total  quantity  of 
specie  they  possess;  and  also,  to  report  such  mea- 
sures as,  in  his  opinion,  may  be  expedient  to  pro- 
cure and  retain  a sufficient  quantity  of  gold  and 
silver  coin  in  the  United  States,  or  to  supply  a cir- 
culating medium,  in  place  of  specie,  adapted  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  country  and  within  the  pow- 
er of  the  government;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

't  he  speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  a letter 
from  the  secretary  of  war,  enclosing  a report  of  the 
third  auditor  of  the  treasury  and  of  the  commissa- 
ry general  of  subsistence,  in  relation  to  “the  ex- 
pense of  furnishing  the  army  with  rations  for  one 
year  ending  on  the  14th  of  April  1818,  exhibiting 
the  average  cost  per  ration,  and  also  the  average 
cost  per  ration  for  one  year,  under  the  provisions 
of  the  act  of  the  14th  April  1818,  entitled  an  act 
to  regulate  the  staff  of  the  army,”  rendered  in  obe- 
dience to  a resolution  of  this  house  of  tlie  17tli 
day  of  December  last:  which  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Loivndes  from  the  committee  of  foreign  re- 
lations, reported  a bill  designatiiig  the  ports  with- 
in which  only  foreign  armed  vessels  shall  be  per- 
mittedto  enter;  which  was  twice  read. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  com7nlttee  to  whom  was 
referred  the  petition  of  the  Muhheconnuck,  or 
Stockbricige  nation  of  Indians;  made  a report 
thereon,  accompanied  by  a bill  confirming  the  title 
of  Mohiccan,  or  Stockbridge  nation  of  indians  to 
certain  lands;  which  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

Gn  motion  of  Mr.  iS'i;roi{//er,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire into  the  circumstances  under  which  powder 
and  lead  have  been  loaned  by  the  war  department, 
or  by  any  of  the  officers  of  the  United  States’  army, 
to  certain  individuals;  and  into  the  causes  and  ex- 
tent of  delinquencies  in  the  paymasters’  and  quar- 
termasters’ dapartments;  and  that  they  be  authoriz- 
ed to  report  by  bill  or  otherwise. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  to  make  a motion;  which,  he 
said,  he  should  very  much  prefer  to  have  been  made 
by  any  other  member  than  himself,  but  which  he  felt 
it  to  be  his  duty  to  bringforward;  and  hetrusted  that, 
whatever  otliers  might  think,  or  however  others 
might  act,  \\6  should  never  feel  a disposition  to 
shrink  from  the  discharge  of  his  duty.  It  was  im- 
possible, Mr.  R.  continued,  for  any  man  to  see  what 
was  going  on  here — abuse  heaped  upon  abuse,  like 
Pelion  tipon  Ossa,  until  it  was  impossible  to  tell 
where  it  would  end— it  threatened  to  reach  the 
skies.  This  house,  he  said,  was  emphatically  en- 
trusted with  the  purse-strings  of  the  nation.*  lie 
hoped  it  would  not  prove  to  be  the  case  ihatth.e 
people  had,  according-  to  a well  known  maxim  of 
law,  trusted  the  iamb  to  tlie  custody  of  the  wolf.  He 
had  said,  tins  house  was  entrusted  with  tlie  purse- 
strings of  the  nation;  and  it  behovedit,  as  the  grand 
inquest  of  the  nation, also,  t.)  enquire  into  abitses  of 
every  description,  but  first  to  pluck  the  beam  from 
its  own  eye,  before  it  attempted  to  take  out  the 
moat  from  its  brother’s  eye. 

He  fnen  proceeded  to  .say,  in  his  usuarmanner, 
that  sin.ee  ll'.e  agitation  of  the  Missouri  question, 
he  could  not  sleep  o’  nig’hts,  and  in  consequence 
of  his  early  risings, thougiU  he  had  discovered  some- 
thing like  peculation,  or  abuses,  in  a small  way,  iu 
the  contingent  expenses  of  the  house.  That  as  part 
of  ills  own  equipment,  he  had  for  the  first  time  in 
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20  years,  received  at  this  session,  a present  of  a 
knife,  which  lie  should  ciirryhonic  as  a.  spolia  opti- 
ma. He  went  on  to  say,  he  despaired  of  seeing* 
any  man  elected  presidenc  whose  conduct  he 
should  entirely  approve — that  he  should  never  be 
in  {'avor  at  court,  as  he  had,  somehow,  as  great 
alacrity  at  getting  into  a minority,  as  honest  Jack 
Falstalf  had  at  sinking,  8cc.  He  said  that  when  he 
was  a member  of  the  committee  of  ways  end  means, 
lie  was  incessantly  pestered  with  accounts  for 
wood  and  candles  and  molasses  and  water,  and  peo- 
ple were  always  complaining  of  not  being  paid  by 
the  clerk,  though  he  shewed  their  receipts  in  full 
— wliich  it  seemed  he  compelled  them  to  give  that 
they  miglii  obtain  the  contract  and  then  he  specu- 
lated on  the  money,  or  made  the  debt  a private  af- 
fair. Mr.  R.  said  he  cast  no  imputation  on  the  pre- 
sent clerk — the  abuse  he  referred  to  w'as  not 
under  his  controul.  He  then  moved  the  following 
resolution: 

Ordered,  That  the  clerk  do  prepare,  and  lay  be- 
fore this  house,  a statement  of  the  annual  amount 
of  the  contingent  expenses  thereof,  from  the  com- 
mencement of  the  present  go  vernment,  to  the  30th 
of  November  last:  distinguishing  the  expense  of 
stationary,  printing,  fuel,  lights,  furniture,  atten- 
dants, and  their  assistants;  with  a statement  of  the 
amount  and  nature  of  the  perquisites  of  each. 

>'|r.  R.  wished  the  accounts  of  the  present  ses- 
sion kept  separate,  for  they  would,  he  tivoug’ht, 
constitute  a curiosity,  a volume  in  themselves. 

The  liouse  having  resolved  itself  into  a commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Storrs  in  the  chair,  on  the 
Missouri  bill; 

Mr.  Fuller,  of  Massachusetts,  took  the  floor,  and 
spoke  about  two  hours  in  support  of  the  proposed 
restriction. 

Mr.  Baldwin,  of  Pennsylvania,  next  addressed 
the  committee,  and  spoke  also  about  twm  hours 
against  the  constitutional  right  of  congress  to  im- 
pose the  re.striction;  and,  incidentally,  in  favor  of 
the  right  of  congress  to  restrict  slavery  in  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States 

n'he  committee  then  rose. 

Friday,  Feb.  25.  The  Speaker  laid  before  the 
house  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmit- 
ting a repor'i  from  the  engineer’s  department,  re- 
specting the  rules  for  tlie  government  of  the  milita- 
ry academy,  &c.  in  obedience  to  a.resolution  of  this 
house  of  the  26th  of  Feb.  1819. 

Other  business  of  no  importance  being  transact- 
ed, 

The  s]>eaker  announced  the  order  of  the  day,  on 
the  Missouri  bill. 

Mr.  Hill  of  Massachusetts,  rose,  and  said  he  did 
not  now  wish  to  consume  the  time  of  the  house  up- 
on a subject,  the  progress  of  which  seerned  to  be 
stamped  with  all  the  marks  of  eternity.  But  he 
rose  merely  to  move  that  the  committee  of  the 
whole  be  discharged  from  any  further  eonsidera 
tion  of  the  Missouri  bill. 

Withdrawn  at  the  suggestion  of  Mr.  Loiondes, 
for  the  present. 

The  Imuse  then  again  went  into  a committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  Cobb,  in  the  chair  on  this  bill. 

Mr.  Ervin,  of  South  Carolina,  took  the  floor,  and 
spoke  at  considerable  length  againstthe  restriction. 

Mr.  Scott,  of  Missouri,  next  rose,  and  spoke  more 
than  an  hour  on  the  same  side. 

Mr.  .IMeiye,  of  New  York,  spoke  some  time  also 
^igainst  the  restriction. 

Mr.  .4il(tms,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a few  re- 
m aide. s ip.  hivor  of  the  restriction;  and 

Mr.  Tucker,  oi'  Va.  spoke  more  than  an  hour  a- 


gainst the  amendment.  When  he  had  concluded; 
(about  4 o’clock,) 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  rose  and  observed,  that 
a large  number  of  his  constituents  had  expressed 
their  opinion  in  opposition  to  the  opinion  which  he 
was  known  to  entertain  on  this  subject,  and  it 
might  be  presumed  that  he  desired  to  deliver  his 
reasons  for  the  vote  which  he  should  give.  But 
Mr.  S.  said  the  public  business  was  suflering  by  the 
protraction  of  the  debate;  the  members  are  weary 
of  it;  every  one’s  opinion  was  made  up  on  it;  and 
he  was  unwilling  to  consume  the  time  of  the  com- 
mittee by  any  remarks  on  the  question.  He  tliere- 
fore  forebore,  and  he  hoped  the  question  would 
be  taken. 

Mr.  Walker,  of  North  Carolina,  rose  then  to  move 
that  the  committee  should  rise;  hut  the  question 
was  called  for  so  clamorously  and  so  persevering, 
ly,  that  Mr.  W.  could  proceed  no  farther  than  to 
move  that  the  committee  rise. 

The  committee  refused  to  rise,  by  almost  a unan- 
imous vote. 

Mr.  Beecher,  of  Ohio,  then  stated  that  it  was  his 
wish  to  be  heard  on  the  question;  and,  if  not  allow- 
ed an  opportunity  of  speaking  in  committee,  he 
should  do  so  in  the  house,  unless  prevented  by 
force;  and  he  moved  that  the  committee  should 
then  rise. 

This  motion  was  lostbyayery  large  majority. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  said  the  course  he 
was  about  to  propose  was  unusual  and  perhaps 
without  precedent — that  was  to  call  the  previous 
question  in  committee  of  the  whole;  but,  as  he 
conceived  bhe  motion  would  be  sustained  by  the 
rules  and  orders  of  the  house,  and  to  put  an  end  to 
any  further  debate  on  the  amendment,  he  moved 
for  the  previous  question  thereon. 

The  chair  conceived  that  the  motion  was  not  in 
order. 

Mr.  Randolph  asked  leave  of  the  mover  of  this 
course,  to  suggest  to  him  a less  invidious  mode  of 
getting  at  his  object.  If  the  committee  should 
consent  to  rise,  and  the  house  would  refuse  it  leave 
to  sit  again,  the  question  would  then  be  in  tJie 
house;  and  that  was  the  only  way,  Mr.  R said,  that 
the  committee,  worn  down  by  what  was  called  a 
discussion,  could  be  relieved  from  it.  He  hoped, 
wherever  possible,  that  the  previous  question 
should  be  dispensed  with;  but  if  some  mode  were 
not  devised  of  getting  clear  of  this  debate,  he  be- 
lieved he  should  become  reconciled  to  it — though 
a man  convinced  against  his  will,  was  of  the  same 
opinion  still,  &c. 

Mr.  Clay  (speaker)  observed  that  the  previous 
question  would  not  effect  the  object  of  the  gentle- 
man who  moved  it;  because  its  effect  would  be  to 
put  aside  the  question  on  the  amendment  altogeth- 
er;  and  though  that  might  be  a very  happy  effect, 
yet  it  was  not,  he  presumed,  desired  by  the  com- 
mittee, and  he  thought  it  fair  to  warn  gentlemen 
of  an  effect  that  he  supposed  was  not  anticipat- 
ed, 

Mr.  Smith  of  North  Carolina,  thought  lie  had 
felt  himself  at  an  entire  liberty  to  make  a motion, 
intended  to  stop  the  debate,  inasmuch  as  he  had  not 
troubled  the  committee  with  a speech  on  the  sub- 
ject: yet  as  the  effect  would  be,  what  had  been 
stated  by  the  speaker,  he  would  withdraw  his 
motion. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  Mr.  Taylor’s 
proposed  restriction,  and  agreed  to,  by  from  12 
to  18  votes,  [The  reporter  was  not  able  to  ascer- 
tain the  precise  number.] 

Mr.  Taylor  then  moved  that  the  committee  rise 
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as  he  pres«rt>ed  it  was  not  prepared  to  go  into  the 
various  details  of  the  bill  this  evening,  several  of 
which  were  important,  and  would  give  rise  to  ma- 
ny questions. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Scott  and  Mr. 
Strother,  and  supported  by  Mr.  Sergeant.  It,  how- 
ever, finally  prevailed,  and 

The  committee  obtained  leave — ayes  90  to  sit 
again;  and,  about  5 o’clock. 

The  house  adjourned,  ^ • i- 

Satnrday,  Feb.  26.  Mr.  Smyth  of  Virginia  from 
the  committee  on  military  affairs,  to  whom  was  re- 
ferred an  enquiry  into  the  expediency,  of  establish- 
ing an  additional  national  armory,  made  a report  un- 
favorable to  the  establishment  of  an  additional  armo- 
ry; which  report  was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Anderson 
laid  on  the  table. 

The  order  of  the  day  being  announced  from  the 


port  of  any  army  or  detachment  of  troops  raised 
without  the  consent  of  this  house,  or  the  authority 
of  congress;  made  a report  thereon. 

This  report  is  of  very  considerable  length,  and 
accompanied  by  voluminous  illustrating  and  sup- 
porting statements.  The  report  having  been  read 
through: 

Mr.  Reid,  of  Geo.  moved,  that  5000  copies  thereof 
be  printed  for  the  use  of  the  house;  in  support  of 
which  he  remarked,  that  this  was  a government  de- 
pending, in  a peculiar  manner,  on  the  strength  of 
public  opinion;  that  the  house  would  recollect  that 
the  debate  on  the  Seminole  war  had  gone  before 
the  public;  that  a report  of  a committee  of  the  se- 
nate, at  the  last  session,  had  also  gone  fortli,  and 
that  a vindication  of  the  president  of  the  U.  States 
and  his  commanding  generals,  prepared  by  an  un- 
known hand,  had  been  put  into  circulation,  and 


chair— being  the  unfinished  business  of  yesterday,  found  its  way  even  to  their  tables,  and  that,  withou 
i\!r.  iTi7n-enev/ed  the  motion  which  he  made  yes-  anv  nreindices  of  anv  deserintion  to  trratifv.  K, 
terdav,  that  the  committee  of  the  whole  house  be 
discharged  from  the  furthei*  consideration  of  the 
Missouri  bill;  but  the  motion  was  not  sustained  by  a 
majority  of  the  house. 

The  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Cobb  in  the  chair,  on  the 

said  bill.  . , 

Mr.  Storrs,  of  New  York,  moved  to  amend  the 
bill,  by  inserting  in  the  4th  section,  (immediately 
preceding  the  restrictive  amendment  adopted  yes- 
tWav,)  the  following  proviso: 

That  in  all  that  tract  of  country  ceded  by  France 
to  the  United  States,  under  the  name  of  Louisiana, 
which  lies  north  of  thirty-six  degrees  and  tl.irty 
minutes  north  latitude,  excepting  only,  such  part 
thereof,  as  is  included  within  the  limits  of  the  state 
contemplated  by  this  act,  there  shall  be  neither 
slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude,  otherwise  than  in 
tiie  punishment  of  crimes  whereof  the  party  shall 
have  been  duly  convicted:  Provided  always,  That 

any  person  escaping  into  the  same,  from  whom  la- 
bor or  service  is  lawfully  claimed  in  any  state  or 
territory  of  the  United  States,  such  fugitive  may  be 
lawfully  reclaimed,  and  conveyed  to  the  person 
claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as  aforesaid. 

Mr.  Storrs  supported  his  amendment  in  a speech 

of  considerable  length— embracing,  incidentally,  m 

the  range  of  his  remarks,  an  examination  ot  the 
right  of  imposing  the  slavery  restriction  on  Missouri. 

Mr.  Randolph  next  rose,  and  spoke  more  than  four 


hours,  against  the  amendment,  and  on  the  topics 
connected  with  it,  the  subject  of  restriction,  Sec. 
When  he  had  cancluded,  (about  half  past  four 

o’clock,)  , o 

An  ineffectual  motion  was  made  for  the  commit- 


any  prejudices  of  any  description  to  gratify,  he 
wished  all  the  facts  and  evidence  (now  laid  before 
the  house  by  this  report)  to  be  as  extensively  spread 
before  the  people  as  the  documents,  &c,  to  which 
he  had  alluded. 

The  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Strother  some. 
length;  who  argued  that  it  would  be  an  unneces- 
sary expense,  as  the  report  would  probably  receive 
a general  circulation  through  the  public  paper.®; 
and  that  the  usual  number  (six  hundred  copies) 
would  be  sufficient  for  the  use  of  the  members,  ike. 

The  usual  number  was  ordered  to  be  printed. 

After  other  business,  which  will  be  noticed  in  its 
progress — 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate,  by  their 
secretary,  announcing  thatthe  senate  nis/.?/ on  their 
amendments  to  the  bill  for  the  admission  of  Maine 
into  the  union,  which  had  been  di.sagreed  to  by  this 
house. 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  that  the  house  should  insist  on 
their  disagreement  to  the  amendments.  Mv. Lowndes 
moved  that  the  amendments  should  lie  on  the  table; 
negatived,  ayes  74,  noes  85.  Mr.  Culpepper,  after 
some  remarks  to  shew  the  propriety  and  necessity 
of  mutual  concession,  moved  to  postpone  the  sub- 
ject till  to-morrow — neg’atived  without  a count. 

The  main  question  then  recurring,  it  was  so  di- 
vided, on  motion  of  .Mr.  Butler,  of  Louisiana,  as  to  be 
first  taken  on  insisting  on  the  disagreement  of  this 
house,  to  the  first  eight  sections,  (connecting  with 
the  Maine  bill  provisions  for  the  admission  of  Mis- 
souri) and  was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows; 

For  insisting  on  the  disagreement  of  this  ‘Messrs.  Adams, 

Alien,  of  N.Y.  Bateman,  Beecher,  Boclen.  Brush,  EufFum,  Butler, 
of  N.  H.  CamphtI],  Case.  Clag'ett,  Cook,  Crafts.  Ciishm.an,  Barling, 
ton,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards,  of  Con. 
Edwards,  of  Penn.  Fay,  Folger,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,, Fuller,  Gross, 
of  N-  Y.  Gross,  of  Penn.  Guj'on,  Hackley,  Hall,  of  N.  Y.  Hazard, 
Hemphill,  Hendricks.  Herrick,  Hibshman.  Hiester,  Rill,  Holmes, 
Hostetter.  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Lathrop,  I.incoln,  Linn,  Livermore, 
Lyman.  Maclay,  Mallary,  Marchand,  IMason,  Meeeh,  Meigs,  R 
Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Moseley.  Murray.  Nelson,  Mass- 
Nelson,  of  Va.  Parker,  of  Mass.  Patterson,  Phelps, Philson,  Pitcher* 
Plnmer,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson, 
Sergeant,  Silshee,  Sloan.Smith,  of  N.  J.  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs, 


tee  to  rise.  , n n j 

Mr.  Beecher,  of  Ohio,  then  took  the  floor,  and 
proceeded  a short  time  in  a speech  on  the  subject, 
when  be  gave  way  for  a motion  for  the  committee 
to  rise,  which  prevailed,  and  about  5 o’clock 
The  house  adjourned. 

Jllondav  Feb  28.  Several  reports  v/ere  receiv-  kins,  Tracy,  Upham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whit- 
. / man.  Wood.— 97. 

ed — after  wnictl  _ . \ < Against inshtingonthe disagreement— 

Mr.  Randolph,  from  the  select  committee  appoint-!  Alien,  of  Tenn.  Anderson,  Archer,  of  Md.  Archer,  of  Ta.  Baldwin^ 
ed  on  that  subject,  reported  a bill  for  the  relief  of  j Ban, 

the  fumilv  ot  the  late  Oliver  Hazard  rerry,  ana  lorj  Culpeppcr,  CiUhbprt.  Davidson,  Earle,  Edwards,  of  N.  C.  Ervin- 
tbp  education  of  his  children  at  the  public  charge;  | Fisher.  Floyd,  Fullerton,  Garnett,  Hardin.  f^oks..)ohnson.  .Iones» 
1-1  4-  • ortrl  ofVa.  .Tones,  of  Tenn.  Kent.  Little.  Lowndes,  M Coy,  MCpeary, 

which  was  twice  read  ana  commiueci.  • . j j M’Lean,  of  Ken.  Mercer.  Metcalf,  Neale,  Newton,  Overstreet.  Par- 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  select  committee  appointed;  of_Va.  Pinckjney,  Pindall.  Quarles.  Randolph,  RanWn, 
on  his  resolution  of  the  10th  of  Dec.  last,  to  enquire 
and  report,  whether  any  of  the  public  moneys,  ap- 
propriated by  congress  for  the  pay  and  subsistence 
of  the  regular  army  of  the  United  States,  since  the 


Street.  Strong.of  Vt.  Strong.  N.  Y.  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tomp, 

alia 


4th  of  Mardi,  1815,  liave  beea  applied  to  the  sup- 


Rkea. Ringgold.  Robertson.  Settle,  Shaw,  Simkins,  Slocomb.  Smith 
of  Md.  B.  Smith.  ofVa.  A.  Smyth,  of  Va.  Smith,  of  N.  C.  Srrother, 
Swp.aringen  Terrill.  Trimble.  Tucker, of  Va.  Tucker,  of  S,  C. Ty- 
ler. Walker.  N.  C.  Warfield,  W;iliam,s.  of  Va.  Williams,  N.  C.— 76. 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  insisting  on  tlie 
disagreement  of  the  hous'©  to  th©  I’emaining  ame  ntl- 
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ments  of  the  senate,  (being-  the  9th  section,  em- 
bracing- the  compromise  principle.) 

Mr.  Lowndes  wished  to  remark,  before  this  ques- 
tion was  taken,  that,  althoug-h  he  should  always  be 
ready  to  vote  for  such  a proposition,  substantially, 
when  presented  to  him,  combined  with  the  free 
admission  of  Missouri;  yet,  as  the  amendment  rela- 
tive to  Missouri  had  been  disagreed  to,  it  would  be 
useless  to  retain  this  amendment  in  connection  with 
the  Maine  bill  alone,  and,  as  he  should  therefore, 
now  vote  against  retaiiiing-  it,  he  wished  his  motive 
to  be  understood. 

Mr.  M’  Crcaru  made  a remark  or  two  to  the  same 
effect;  when 

The  question  was  taken  on  insisting  on  the  dis- 
agreement of  the  house  to  the  9tli  section  of  the 
senate’s  amendments  and  carried,  by  yeas  and  nays: 
as  follows: 

For  insisting  on  the  disagreement— Mi.^ssrs,  Abbot,  Adams,  Alex- 
ander, Allen,  Mass.  Alb-n,  N.  Y.  Allen,  Tenn.  Anderson,  Archer, 
Md.  Archer,  Va.  Ball,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Beecher,  Boden,  Bre- 
vard, Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Buffiim,  Burton,  Burweli,  Butler,  N.H. 
Butler,  Lou.  Campbell,  Cannon,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cobb,  Cook, 
Crafts,  Culbreth,  Cushniati,  Ciuhbert,  Darlington.  Davidson, Den- 
nison, Dewitt  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Earle,  Eddy,  Edwards,  Con.  Ed- 
wards, Penn.  Edwards,  N.  C.  Ei  vine.  Fay,  Fisher.  Floyd,  Folger, 
Foot,' Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gross,  N.  Y.  Gross,  P.'jnn. 
Guyon,  Hackley,Hall,  N.Y.  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Hendricks, 
Merrick,  Hibshman,  Hiester,  Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hbstetter,  John- 
son, Jones,  Va.  Jones,  Ten  < Kendall,  K iit,  Kinsey,  Kinsley,  Lin- 
coln,Linn,  Livernmve,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay, McCoy. McCreary, 
McLean,  Ky.  Mahary,  .Marchand,  Mason,  IMeigs,  Metcalf,  B*  MoOre, 
S.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Moselj',  Murray,  Neale,  Nelson,  Mass. 
Nelson,  Va.  Newton,  Overstreet,  Parker,  Mass.  Parker,  Va.  Patter- 
son, Phelps,  Philson,  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Plumer.  Quarles, 
Randolph,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,  Ring- 
gold,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampison,  Sergeant,  Settle, 
Silsbee,Simkins,  Slocumb,  B.  Smith,  Va.  A.  Smyth,  Va.  Smith,  N.C. 
Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Street,  Strong, N.Y.  Strother,  Swearingen, 
Taylor,  Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker, 
Va.  Tucker,  S.  C.  Tyler,  Vpham,  Van  Rensselaer,  Walker,  N.  C. 
Wallace,  Warfield,  Wendover,  Whitman,  Williams,  Va.  Williams, 
N.  C.  Wood-160. 

Against  insisting  on  the  disagreement  of  the  /tot/re— Messrs.  Bald- 
wint  Bloomfield,  Cocke,  Culpepper,  Fullerton,  Lathrop,  Little, 
Mercer,  Shaw,  Sloao,  Smith,  N.  J.  Smith,  Md.  Strong,  Vt.  Tarr— 14. 

So  the  house  insisted  oti  its  disagreement  to  the 
whole  of  the  senate’s  amendments  to  the  Maine 
bill;  and  the  clerk  was  directed  to  acquaint  the  se- 
nate therewith. 

The  house  then  again  went  into  committee  of 
the  whole,  Mr.  Cobb  in  the  chair,  on  the  Missouri 
bill — Mr.  Storrs's  proposition  to  insert  thei’ein  the 
clause  to  exclude  slavery  from  the  territory  of  the 
United  States  west  of  the  Mississippi  and  north  of 
36®  30’  north  latitude,  (excepting  the  proposed 
state  of  Misssouri,)  being  still  under  consideration, 
Mr.  Beecher  resumcKl  his  speech  on  the  right  of 
congress  to  impose  tlie  restriction,  as  to  slavery. 
Mr.  Randolph  again  spoke  on  the  opposite  side 
a-nd  .in  reply  to  Mr.  Beecher.  Mr.  Mallary  expres- 
sed himself  in  favor  of  the  accommodation  pro- 
posed in  the  amendment,  and  Mr.  Storrs  also  sup- 
ported it.  Mr.  Livermore  opposed  it.  Mr.  Bald- 
win was  in  favor  of  the  amendment,  and  replied 
to  a point  or  two  of  Mr.  Beecher’s  remarks.  Final- 
13^,  Mr.  Storrs’s  proposition  was  disagreed  to — for 
it  33. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  fill  up  the  de- 
tails of  the  bill; 

Mr.  Taylor  moved  an  am.endinent  thereto,  going 
tb  strike  out  all  that  part  providing  the  apportion- 
ment of  delegates  to  the  convention  among  the  se- 
veral counties,  and  substituting  therefor,  in  sub- 
stance, a provision  leaving  the  apportionment  to  the 
general  assembly  of  the  territory,  according  to  the 
free  white  population  thereof. 

After  considerable  discussion,  this  amendment 
was  negatived,  by  a large  majority.  On  filling  the 
flanks  of  the  bill,  according  to  the  motions  of  Mr. 
Stotti  of  Missouri — 


Mr.  Taylor  moved  an  amendment  [one  of  whicii 
he  had  offeredonthe  first  day  that  the  bill  was  taken 
up,  and  then  withdr.iwn]  by  adding  to  the  last  sec- 
tion the  following  clause:  “And  if  the  same  [the 

constitution]  shall  be  approved  by  congress  at  their 
next  session  after  the  receipt  thereof,  the  said  ter- 
ritory shall  be  admitted  into  the  union,  as  a state 
upon  the  same  footing  as  the  original  states. 

Debate  being  had,  this  motion  was  lost —ayes  f5, 
noes  84. 

Mr.  Storrs  then  offered  an  amendment,  in  effect 
to  transfer  the  restrictive  amendment  already  adopt- 
ed to  the  6th  section  of  the  bill,  (which  embraces 
those  ])rovisionsin  the  nature  of  the.  compact,)  and 
so  modify  it  as  to  make  it  a recommendation  for  the 
free  acceptance  or  rejection  of  the  convention  of 
Missouri,  as  an  article  of  compact,  to  exclude  slavery, 
instead  of  enjoining  it  as  an  absolute  condition  of 
their  admission. 

Mr.  C/ay  seconded  the  motion,  and,  with  the 
mover,  zealously  urged  the  adoption  of  the  amend- 
ment. It  was  opposed  as  zealously  by  Messrs  Tay- 
lor, Sergeant,  and  Gross,  of  N.  York. 

Mr.  Storrs  withdrew  his  motion — Mr.  Clay  re- 
newed it — two  hours  debate  followed,  maintained 
by  several  speakers.  It  was  finally  negatived,  ayes 
82  noes  92. 

No  other  amendment  being  offered,  about  half 
past  nine  o’clock,  the  committee  (having  rejected 
several  motions,  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  to 
rise  and  report  progress)  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  house. 

Mr.  Lowndes  laid  the  following  proposition  on  the 
table,  as  an  uniendment  of  the  rules  and  orders  of 
the  house: 

And  if  any  member  shall  not  confine  himself  to 
the  question  under  debate,  and  shall  be  called  to 
order,  if  the  decision  of  the  speaker  of  the  house 
upon  appeal,  be  against  the  member  thus  deviating 
from  the  question,  such  member  shall  not  be,  at 
that  time,  permitted  to  proceed,  withoutthe  special 
leave  of  the  house. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Feb.  9.  Considerable  time  was  spent  on 
t.hf-  proposition  to  amend  the  rules  of  the  house  of- 
fered yesterday  by  Mr.  Lowndes — finally,  it  was 
postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  an  ab- 
stract of  the  official  emoluments  and  expenditures 
of  the  officers  of  the  customs,  for  the  year  1819; 
rendered  in  obedience  to  the  provisions  of  a law  of 
congress;  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  consider  a message 
received  yesterday  from  the  senate,  requesting  of 
this  house  a conference  on  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
the  two  houses  on  the  amendments  of  the  senate  to 
the  Maine  bill. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Chimes,  the  conference  was 
agreed  to;  and  a committee  of  live  members  order- 
ed, as  the  managers  on  the  part  of  this  house.  Mes- 
srs. Holmes,  Taylor,  Lowndes,  Parker,  of  Mass,  and 
Kinsey,  compose  the  committee. 

Tbe  house  next  took  up  the  amendments  report- 
ed by  the  committee  of  the  whole  to  the  Missouri 
bill 

The  question  was  taken  on  all  tbe  amendments 
to  the  bill,  with  the  excej)tion  of  the  restriction 
moved  in  committeej  by  Mr.  Taylor,  and  were 
agreed  to. 

The  question  then  recurring  on  the  restrictive 
amendment  - 

Mr.  Storrs  moved  to  amend  that  amendment  by 
I striking  out  tbe  words  ‘*shall  ordain  and  establish 
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and  inserting  therein  other  words,  so  as  to  make  the 
provision  for  excluding  slavery  a proposition  to  the 
convention  of  Missouri,  as  an  article  of  compact  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  the  said  state,  for 
their  frge  acceptance  or  rejeetion—instead  of  a 
positive  injunction. 

Debate  followed,  by  Messrs. -ff/iea,.  JValkero?^.  C. 
Johnson  of  Va.  JVelson^  Randolph,  Smith  of  Md.  For- 
rest and  Parker.  The  amendment  offered  by  Mr. 
Storrs  was  lost — ayes  82,  noes  98. 

Mr.  Scott  then  offereci  an  amendment  to  the  re- 
strictive amendment,  having  for  its  object,  in  sub- 
stance, to  prevent  the  operation  of  the  restriction 
either  on  the  slaves  now  in  Missouri,  or  on  their  in- 
crease. 

This  proposition  was  advocated  by  Mr.  Campbell, 
of  Ohio;  but 

Mr.  Scott,  at  the  suggestion  of  several  of  his 
friends,  withdrew  his  amendment. 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  concurring  in 
the  restrictive  amendment,  adopted  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  and  de- 
cided in  the  affirmative, — yeas  94,  nays  86. 

Mr.  Taylor  Ihew  renewed  amotion  which  he  had 
made  unsuccessfully  in  committee,  to  amend  the 
last  section  of  the  bill,  by  striking  out  the  words 
^^and  the  said  state,tvhen  formed,  shall  be  admitted  in- 
to the  union  on  an  equal  footing  -with  the  original 
states,’*  and  inserting  in  lieu  thereof  the  following; 
«and  if  the  same  [constitution]  shall  be  approved 
by  congress,  the  said  territory  shall  be  admitted 
into  the  union  as  a state,  upon  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  states.” 

This  question  was  briefly  supported  by  the  mo- 
ver, and  was  opposed  by  Messrs.  Scott,  Lo-wndes, 
•Mercer,  Floyd  and  Hendricks ; and 

The  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  Mass.  Allen,  N.  Y. 
Buffum,  Butler,  N.  H.  Clark,  Crafts,  Cushman,  Dar- 
lington, Dennison,  Dowse,  Edwards,  Conn.  Ed- 
wards, Penn.  Fay,  Folg'er,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Guyon^ 
Hackley,  Hemphill,  Herrick,  Hostetter,  Kinsley, 
.Lathrop,  Lyman,  Maclay,  Marchand,  Meech,  Mor- 
ton, Murray,  Patterson,  Phelps,  Philson,  Tlich, 
Richards, Richmond,  Rogers,  Ross,  Sergeant,  Storrs, 
Strong,  Vt.  Strong,  N.  Y.  Tarr,  Taylor,  Tracy,  Y'an 
Ransselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Wood — 49. 

NAYS-125. 

The  question  recurring,  on  ordering  the  bill  to 
be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time: 

Mr.  Storrs  moved  to  amend  the  bill,  by  adding 
thereto  a new  section,  providing  for  the  exclusion 
of  slavery  from  all  the  territories  of  the  United 
States  west  of  the  Mississippi  and  north  of  36  deg. 
30 min.  of  noi'th  latitude,  excepting  the  proposed 
state  of  Missouri— (the  amendment  commonly  cal- 
led the  co?n/)ron?z'se.) 

Another  debate  took  place — finally  Mr.  Storrs,  to 
avoid  the  long  discussion  wdiich  the  proposition 
might  create,  withdrew  it. 

The  question  was  then,  at  leng'th,  taken  on  or- 
dering the  bill  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as 
follows; 

YEAS— Messrs. 

Adams  Buffum  Cushman 

Allen,  N.  Y.  Butler,  N.H.  D,  rlington 

Anderson  Campbell  Dennison 

Baker  Case  Dewit 

Bateman  Claggett  Dickinson 

Beecher  Clark  Dowse 

Boden  Cook  Eddy 

Brush  Crafts  Edwards,  Con.^ 


Edwards,  Penn. 

Linn 

Ro.ss 

Fay 

Lyman 

Russ 

Folger 

Maclay 

Sampson 

Ford 

Mallary 

Sergeant 

Forrest 

Marchand 

Silsbee 

Fuller 

Meech 

Sloan 

Gross,  N.  Y. 

R.  Moore 

Smith,  N.  .L 

Gross,  Penn. 

S.  Moore 

Southard 

Guy  on 

Monell 

Stevens 

Hackley 

Morton 

Street  , 

Hall,  N.  Y. 

Moseley 

Strong,  Vt. 

Hemphill 

Murray 

Strong,  N.  Y. 

Hendricks 

Nelson,  Mass. 

Tarr 

Herrick 

Parker,  Mass. 

Taylor 

Hibshman 

Patterson 

Tomlinson 

Hiester 

Phelps 

Tompkins 

Hill 

Philson 

iVacy 

Hostetter 

Pitcher 

Upham 

Kendall 

Pluraer 

Van  Rensselaet 

Kinsey 

Rich 

Wallace 

Kinsley 

Richards 

Wendover 

Lathrop 

Richmond 

Whitman 

Lincoln 

Rogers 

Wood— 93, 

NAYS— Messrs 

Abbot 

Floyd 

Pinckney 

Alexander 

Foot 

Pindall 

Allen,  Tenn. 

Fullerton 

Quarles 

Archer,  Md. 

Garnett 

Randolph 

Archer,  Ycl, 

Hall,  N.  C. 

Rankin 

Baldwin 

Hardin 

Reed 

BaU 

Holmes 

Rhea 

Barbour 

Hooks 

Ringgold 

Bloomfie.ld 

Johnson 

Robertson 

Brevard 

Jones,  Va, 

Settle 

Brown 

Jones,  Tenn. 

Shaw 

Bryan 

Kent 

Simpkins 

Burton 

Little 

Slocumb 

Burwell 

Livermore 

Smith,  Md, 

Butler,  Lou. 

Lowndes 

B.  Smith,  Vs, 

Cannon 

McCoy 

A.  Smyth,  Va, 

Cobb 

McCreary 

Smith,  N.  C. 

Cocke 

McLar  e,  Del. 

Storrs 

Crawford 

McLean,  Ken. 

Strother 

Crowell 

Mason 

Swearengen 

Culbreth 

Meigs 

Trimble 

Culpepper 

Mercer 

Tucker,  Va. 

Cuthbert 

Metcalf 

Tucker,  S.  C. 

Davidson 

Neale 

Tyler 

Earle 

Nelson,  Va. 

Walker,  N.  G. 

Edwards,  N.  C. 

Newton 

Warfield 

Ervin 

Overstreet 

Williams,  Va. 

Fisher 

Parker,  Va. 

Williams,N.C.  84 

And,  a little  after  8 o’clock,  the  house  adjourned, 

Wednesday,  March  1. — Soon  after  the  Speaker 
had  taken  the  chair, 

Mr.  Quarles,  of  Kentucky,  rose,  he  said,  with  feel- 
ings which  he  could  not  express,  and  with  a me- 
lancholy very  seldom  experienced  by  him,  to  an- 
nounce to  the  house  the  di.stressing  intelligence  of 
the  death  of  o-ne  of  its  body:  my  friend  and  col- 
league, major  JDavul  Walker,  with  Christian  forti- 
tude,|about  eight  o’clock  this  morning,  exchanged, 
said  Mr.  Quarles,  a world  of  cares,  of  toils  and  difli- 
culties,  for,  I hope,  a mansion  of  bliss. 

I offer,  said  Mr.  Q.  for  consideration,  resolutions 
comporting  with  the  wish  of  the  deceased.  W'hile 
living,  my  colleague,  by  profession  and  practice,  in 
private  and  pubhc  life,  was  a plain  unaffected  man. 
He,  from  education,  had  an  abhorrence  of  pomp  and 
parade.  He  desired  that  the  body  that  was  clad 
with  mourning  should  weep  v/ith  mental  distress. 
He  had  seen  numerous  carriages,  filled  with  per- 
sons attending  funerals,  at  this  and  other  places, 
moving  with  solenurity  bo  the  burial  ground,  aifll 
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returning  from  it  with  no  evidences  of  sorrow.  And 
to  prevent  a similar  spectacle,  connected  with  his 
remains,  did  he  make  the  request  contained  in  the 
resolutions  I now  oiler,  'the  representatives  from 
Kentucky,  the  relatives  of  the  deceased,  and  also 
those  gentlemen  who  lived  with  flim,  and  whose 
kindness  was  generously  afforded  him  in  his  sick- 
ness, have  been  consulted  with  regard  to  the  pro- 
priety of  the  course  which  is  now  proposed,  and 
have  approved  it.  I wish  that  this  body  will  consi- 
der the  departure  from  the  usual  course  of  proceed- 
ing on  former  occasions  of  this  kind,  as  arising  from 
none  other  than  the  purest  motives — the  most  sin- 
cere respect  to  our  colleague — and  in  this  house, 
a desire  to  carry  into  execution  the  dying  wish  of 
one  of  its  body.  I hope  that  I shall  have  the  kind 
indulgence  of  my  brother  members,  in  permitting 
the  repeated  wishes  of  my  colleague  to  be  carried 
into  effect,  conformably  to  the  spirit  of  the  resolu- 
tions now  proposed. 

Mr.  Q.  then  submitted  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  unanimotisly , fhat  a committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  take  order  for  superintending  the  fune- 
ral of  David  Walker,  deceased,  late  a representa- 
tive from  the  state  of  Kentucky. 

Resolved,  That  the  said  David  Walker  having 
communicated  to  the  speaker  of  this  house,  and  the 
Hon.  James  Barbour,  of  the  senate,  shortly  before 
his  death,  his  wish  that  he  might  be  buried  without 
pomp  or  parade,  attended  by  a few  only  of  his 
friends,  in  compliance  with  his  wish,  this  house  will, 
on  this  occasion,  not  conform  to  the  practice  which 
has  heretofore  prevailed,  of  adjourning,  to  attend 
the  funeral  of  a deceased  member. 

Resolved  further, T\v3l\,  in  conformity  with  the  spirit 
of  the  same  wish  of  the  deceased,  the  members  of 
this  house  will  depart  from  the  usage  of  wearing 
crape  for  one  month,  with  the  exception  of  those 
who  may  voluntarily  choose  to  conform  to  said 
usage. 

These  resolutions  were  agreed  to,  nem.  con. 

Mr.  Kent,  from  the  committee  on  the  district  of 
Columbia,  made  an  unfavorable  report  on  the  peti- 
tion of  the  grand  lodge  of  the  district  of  Colurhbia, 
(to  be  authorised  to  build  a masonic  hall  by  lotte- 
ry;) which  report  was  read  and  concurred  in. 

.Mr.  Cannon,  from  the  committee  on  the  subject 
of  the  militia,  reported  a bill  to  establish  an  uni- 
form mode  of  discipline  and  held  exercise  for  the 
militia  of  the  United  States;  which  was  twice  read 
and  committed. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  communicating  the  informa- 
tion required  by  the  resolution  of  the  24th  ult.  in 
relation  to  a loan  of  gunpowder  made  to  the  hrm  of 
Stull  and  Williams. 

The  Speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  a letter 
from  the  secretary  of  war,  communicating  the  in- 
formation required  by  the  resolution  of  the  22d 
ult.  in  relation  to  the  contracts  heretofore  made 
with  James  Johnson,  Alex,  M’Bae,  Elias  Earle,  and 
Peter  Townsend,  for  the  delivery  of  powder,  arms, 
-kc. 

These  communications  were  severally  read  and 
ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mr.  iVhitmmi  submitted  the  following  resolution 
for  consideration: 

Resolved,  'fh.atthe  committee  on  naval  affairs  be 
instructed  to  enquire  and  report  to  this  house  what 
right,  if  any,  commodore  Stewart  had,  by  law  or 
otherwise,  to  require  that  men,  whose  term  of  en- 
listment expired  while  on  the  Mediterranean  sta- 


tion, should  either  re-enlist,  or  forfeit  the  right  “to 
any  claim  or  provision  as  distressed  seamen,  from 
the  consuls  of  the  U.  states  in  Europe;’*  and  what 
right  existed  at  the  departments  of  the  treasury  and 
navy  “to  refuse  remuneration  for  such  claims,”  as 
stated  in  a letter,  under  date  of  the  27th  January, 
1820,  addressed  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

A short  debate  took  place  on  this  resolution,  in 
which  it  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  was  op- 
posed by  Messrs.  Smith,  of  Md.  and  Trimble;  in  the 
conclusion  of  which  Mr.  TrUnble  moved  that  the  re- 
solution be  laid  on  the  table  for  the  present;  which 
motion  was  agreed  to. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorise  the  people  of 
the  Missouri  territory  to  form  a constitution  and 
state  government,  and  for  the  admission  of  such 
state  into  the  union  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  states,  vvas  read  the  third  time  and  the  ques- 
tion stated,  “shall  the  bill  pass?” 

Mr.  Randolph  rose  and  spoke  more  than  three 
house  against  the  passage  of  the  bill,  on  the  ground 
of  the  unconstitutionality  and  unjust  restriction 
which  it  imposes  on  the  people  of  Missouri  as  a 
condition  of  their  admission  into  the  union,  &c. — 
When  Mr.  R.  had  concluded, 

Mr.  Holmes  C9i\\Q.t\ioYt]\e  previo^is  question. 

1 he  call  being  sustained  by  the  house. 

The  previous  question  was  accordingly  stated 
“Shall  the  main  question  be  now  put?”  which  being 
agreed  to, 

The  question  was  taken  on  passing  the  bill,  and 
decided  in  the  affirmative  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  fol- 
lows: 

For  the  passage  of  the  bill,  91 

Againstit.  82 

So  the  bill  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concurrence;  and 

The  house  adjourned. 

Thursday’s  proceedtxos. 

In  the  senate.  After  other  business^  the  MissoUM 
bill,  so  long  debated  in  the  house  of  representatives 
and  containing  the  restriction  as  to  slavery, had  its 
first  and  second  reading  and  was  committed  imme- 
diately. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Barbour,  the  proviso  respecting 
slavery  was  striken  out  without  much  opposition, 
as  that  matter  had  been  settled  in  the  senate. 

We  cannot  give  the  details  at  this  late  liour,  nor 
are  they  of  so  much  interest  now — it  finally  result- 
ed in  adding  to  this  bill  the  restriction  or  inhibi- 
tion of  slavery  north  of  36^  deg.  north  lat.  as  origi- 
nally proposed  by  Mr.  'f'homas  in  the  Maine  and  Mis- 
souri bill.  After  which  it  was  read  a third  time  and 
sent  to  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  house  of  representatives  sat  till  a late  hour — on 
the  question  to  agree  to  tlie  amendment  of  the 
senate  to  strike  the  re.striction  from  the  Missouri 
bill,  the  vote  was 

Against  the  restriction  90 

For  it  86 

Being  a majority  of  four  votes  against  the  re- 
striction. 

Other  proceedings  took  place,  which  will  be  re- 
ported hereafter;  the  result  of  which  is,  that  the 
bill  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  without  restric- 
tion, and  with  the  inhibition  of  slavery  in  certain 
territories,  wants  only  the  signature  of  the  president 
to  become  a law. 

The  bill  for  the  admission  of  Maine  will  of  course 
pass,  without  restriction,  incumbrance,  or  amend- 
ment. 


S' 
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Missouri  Q^uestion. 

debate  in  the  house  of  KEPIIESENTATIVES. 

Thiirsdiiij,  January  27.— The  question  belbre  the 
committee  was  oii  agreeing'  to  an  amendment,  offer- 
ed by  Mr.  I ayloh,  ofN.  Y.  to  insert  after  the  pro- 
viso, that  the  consti  ution  shall  be  republican,  and 
not  repugnant  to  the  constitution  of  the  U.  States, 
the  following: 

“And  shail  ordain  and  establish  that  their  shall 
be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntaiy  sei’vitude  in  the 
said  state,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of 
crimes  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly  con- 
victed: Provided  always,  that  any  person  escaping 
into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is  lawful- 
ly claimed  in  any  other  state,  siich  fugitive  may  be 
lawfully  reclaimed  and  conveyed  to  the  person 
claiming'  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as  aforesaid. — 
And  provided  also,  that  the  said  provisions  shall  not 
be  construed  to  alter  the  condition  or  civil. rights 
of  any  person  now  held  to  service  or  labor  in  the 
said  territory.’* 

The  amendment  having  been  read,  and  the  c[ues- 
tion  stated  by  Mr  liald-win,  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  the  whole — 

Mr.  I aYlor,  of  New  York,  rose,  and  spoke  as 
follows: 

Mr.  Chairman:  The  bill  on  your  table  proposes 
no  act  of  ordinary  legislation.  No  attribute  of  so- 
vereignty is  more  important  than  that  which  is  ex- 
ercised in  the  admission  of  new  parties  to  the  fede- 
ral compact.  It  was  reserved  for  America  to  exhi- 
bit, on  an  extensive  scale,  an  example  of  indepen- 
dent states  uniting  for  the  general  welfare,  surren- 
dering a part  of  their  sovereignty  to  a new  created 
government,  and  authorising  it  to  constitute  other 
Slates  similar  to  themselves. 

By  the  articles  of  confederation,  the  approbation 
of  nine  states  out  of  thirteen  was  necessary  to  the 
admission  of  a new  member.  In  the  convention 
that  formed  the  federal  constitution,  the  subject  of 
admitting  new  slates  being  under  consideration,  it 
Was  proposed  that  to  such  admission  the  consent  of 
two  thirds  of  the  members  present  in  each  house  of 
congress  should  be  necessary,  and  it  passed  in  the 
affirmative  by  the  votes  of  all  the  states  present, 
except  Virginia  and  Maryland.  No  other  question 
Was  taken  on  this  single  proposition,  and  why  it  was 
not  finally  incorpoi’uted  into  the  constitution  does 
net  appear.  Congress  and  three  fourths  of  the 
states  may  change  the  constitution — may  establish 
principles  and  create  powers,  injurious  to  the  rights 
of  the  other  states.  The  period  may  arrive  when 
the  desire  to  obtain  this  constitutional  majority  in 
support  of  some  project  of  ambition,  or  avarice, 
may  lead  to  the  admission  of  states  favorable  to  its 
accomplishment. 

This  bill  acquires  additional  importance  from  the 
Consideration  that  the  territory  in  question  is  no 
part  of  our  ancient  domain.  I'he  power  of  admit- 
ting new  states  into  the  union,  when  adopted  by 
the  members  of  the  good  old  confederation,  had  to 
this  territory  no  more  application  than  to  Chili  or 
Peru.  It  was  a foreign  province — alien  to  our  laws, 
customs,  and  institutions.  It  sustained  none  of  the 
conflicts  of  our  revolution;  it  was  purchased,  not  by 
the  blood  of  our  fathers,  but  with  the  y.  ealtb  of 


their  sons.  If  we  believe  that,  by  a liberal  con- 
struction of  the  constitution,  the  power  of  admitting 
this  territory  as  a state  is  possessed  by  congress; 
we  remember  also  that  politicians  bf  no  humble 
name  have  denied  its  existence;  that  an  amendment 
to  the  constitution,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
from  the  states  a grant  of  the  power  now  about  to 
be  exercised,  was  proposed  in  the  United  States* 
senate,  by  a statesman  eminently  entitled  to  tiie 
confidence  of  this  nation;  that  serious  doubts  on 
this  subject  existed  in  the  minds  of  those  who  then 
occupied  in  our  government,  its  most  distinguished 
stations— doubts,  which  were  finally  removed,  as 
otherjioubts  afterwards  were,  by  consideration  of 
imperious  necessity. 

■T'he  magnitude  of  this  question  is  apparent,  b}^ 
casting  your  eye  on  a map  of  the  territory  from 
which  it  is  proposed  to  carve  this  state.  Who 
knows  its  extent.'*  Who  has  explored  its  boundaries^ 
The  waters  of  its  rivers  traverse  a country  of  at  least 
two  thousand  miles,  before  they  reach  the  Missis- 
sippi. It  probably  contains  more  square  miles  than 
all  the  states  of  the  old  confederacy.  Tlie  rule  you 
now  apply  to  Missouri,  hereafter  will  be  held  appli- 
cable to  the  residue  of  the  territory.  I he  fertility 
of  its  soil,  the  temperature  and  salubrity  of  its  cli- 
mate, its  majestic  rivers,  it  vegetable  productions, 
its  mineral  wealth;  all  contribute  to  confirm  our 
anticipations  of  its  greatness.  Under  the  guidance 
of  a wise  policy,  it  will  doubtless  exhibit  in  future 
time,  the  fairest  specimens  of  American  character, 
and  the  most  perfect  models  of  free  government. — 
Cold,  indeed,  must  be  his  heart,  who  can  contem- 
plate without  emotion,  the  high  destinies  prepared 
for  our  posterity  in  this  land  of  promise— secured 
to  them  without  possibility  of  failure,  if  congress 
shall  be  true  to  their  interests,  and  to  our  national 
principles.  Probably  this  very  question,  certainly 
the  determination  of  a few  congresses,  will  irrevo- 
cably decide,  whether  this  territory  is  indeed,  as 
it  has  been  pronounced  on  a former  occasion,  by  a 
gentleman  from  Virginia,  (Mi\  Randolph)  the  most 
expensive  acquisition  made  by  the  United  States, 
or  whether  its  purchase  was  thfe  wisest  expendi- 
ture of  treasure  ever  made  by  any  nation. 

The  importance  of  this  bill  is  further  enhanced 
by  the  unparalleled  excitement  it  has  produced  in 
every  section  of  the  union;  an  excitement  occasion- 
ed not  by  the  intrigues  of  political  leaders,  but  ris- 
ing from  the  intrinsic  merits  of  the  subject,  and 
manifested  by  the-  spontaneous  expression  of  pub* 
lie  feeling. 

These  considerations,  and  many  more  which 
might  be  mentioned,  dictate  the  propriety  of  con- 
ducting this  discussion  in  that  spirit  of  temperance 
and  fraternal  affection,  which  produced  the  adop- 
tion of  our  happy  constitution,  and  has  exalted  this 
union  to  its  present  elevation  among  the  nations  of 
the  earth.  For  myself  and  for  those  who  unite  in 
support  of  the  proposed  amendment,  I solemnly 
disclaim  the  existence  of  a feeling  unfriendly  to  our 
brethren  of  the  south.  On  what  foundation  can 
such  a suspicion  rest.'*  The  states  most  unanimous 
in  support  of  this  amendment,  are  those  whose  at- 
tachment to  the  national  administration  for  the  last 
nineteen  yearp  ha.s  been  the  most  uniform.  In  all  the 
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contests  of  party  strife,  which  during"  that  time  have 
agitated  the  American  family,  we  have  zealously 
supported  their  principles  .and  their  men.  .We 
have  stood  si<le  by  side  advocating  the  same  system 
of  national  policy,  and  maintainingthe  same  creed 
of  political  faitli.  We  have  rejoiced  in  their  for- 
tunes and  honored  their  valor.  We  still  cherish 
towards  them  like  sentiments  of  kindness  and  es- 
teem. 

We  also  disclaim  any  wish  to  alter  the  basis  of 
comprondse  on  wliicli  the  federal  constitution  was 
founded.  “ The  spirit  of  amity  and  mutual  conces- 
sion,” displayed  in  its  formation  and  adoptioii  is 
equally  essemtial  to  its  preservation.  The  bond 
has  been  executed,,  and  we  will  faithfully  perform 
all  its  conditions;  we  }deld,  without  grudgiirg,  to 
the  s^ave  holding  states  all  the  political  advantages 
they  have  ang'iit  to  demand,  ifthe  weight  and  in- 
fliienct-  of  tiiC  south  be  increased  by  the  represen- 
tation of  vviiatthey  consider  a part  of  their  proper- 
ty, we  do  not  wish  to  diminish  them.  " d'i)e  right 
by  which  this  property  is  held  is  not  derived  from 
tlie  f.  dcral  constitutioii;  we  have  neither  inclination 
no;  pevv  er  to  interfere  with  the  laws  of  existing 
states  in  this  particular.  On  the  contrary,  they 
ha’,  e not  only  a right  to  reclaim  their  higitives 
wlierev'er  found,  but,  in  the  event  of  “domestic  vio 
lence,”  (which  ma}  God  in  his  mercy  forever  avert) 
the  whole  strength  of  the  nation  is  bound  to  be  ex- 
erted, if  needfitl,  in  reducing  it  to  subjection;  while 
we  recognize  these  obligations,  and  will  never  fail 
to  perform  them,  we  ask  in  return  that  a system  of 
policy  may  not  be  pursued  inevitably  leading  to  the 
imposition  of  new  and  unreasonable  burdens,  which 
were  never  contemplated  when  the  compromise 
was  made. 

We  equally  disclaim  all  desire  to  restrict  the 
emigration  of  the  south,  or  to  deny  to  it  an  equal 
participation  of  territoriaT benefits.  We  bought 
the  soil  and  and  sovereignty  together.  We  paid 
for  it,  not  «with  the  money  of  Virginia,”  but  with 
the  treasure  of  the  union.  When  we  sell  the  soil 
every  citizen  has  an  equal  right  to  purcliase.  The 
proceeds  of  sale  belong  to  no  state,  but  to  the  na- 
tion. The  powers  of  sovereignty  over  the  tei’rito- 
ry  ought  to  be  exercised,  not  on  the  principles  of 
Afirginia  or  Massaclmsetts,  but  upon  those  of  the 
United  states.  Is  this  doctrine  unreasonable.?  Does 
it  justify  the  imputation  charged  upon  its  advocates 
by  a gentleman  of  Virginia,  (Mr.  Randolph)  that 
we  consider  the  emigrants  of  the  south  “a  degrad- 
ed cast.?”  In  what  part  of  this  country  have  such 
opinions  been  maintained.?  Truth  answers  no 
where!  Wherever  emigrants  from  the  south  have 
settled,  they  have  largely  shared  in  the  honors  of 
their  adopted  states.  Distinguished  examples 
might  easily  be  mentioned  even  in  the  old  sta  es. 
But  in  ttie  new,  in  those  especially  north  of  the 
Ohio,  where  the  principle  of  the  amendment  was 
early  established,  and  has  been  faithfully  maintain- 
ed, wliat  is  tlie  fact?  Have  southern  emi.grauts 
been  there  considered  a degraded  cast.?  Whence 
came  their  government,  judges,  and  secretaries.? — 
AV'hence  their  present  senators  and  representatives 
in  congress.?  Are  not  these  states,  and  especially 
Indiana  and  Illinois,  indebted,  not  only  to  the  south, 
but  chiefly  to  one  section  of  the  south,  for  a princi- 
pal share  of  that  talent  and  ability  which  now,repre- 
s:  nt  their  wishes  and  interests  in  our  national  coun- 
cils. 

Mr.Chairman,’  cannot  the  amendment  he  support- 
ed upon  principles  very  diflerent  in  their  character 
from  those  with  w’hich  we  are  unjustly  charged  by 
its  enemies?  Is  it  dilRcuit  for  those  who  admit 


slavery  to  be  a malignant  poison,  to  believe  that  we 
consider  it  essential  to  tlie  prosperity  ot  Missouri, 
that  tliis  poison  shall  not  be  infused  into  her  civil 
institutions.?  And  are  not  we  as  much  bound,  in 
our  legislation,  to  regard  her  welfare  as  if  we  were 
elected  by  her  people.?  In  exercising  this  trust, 
we  ought  to  consider  not  only  her  present,  but  her 
future  advantage.  I’he  present  generation  is  not 
alone,  nor  even  principally  interested  in  this  ques- 
tion before  us.  If  the  age  of  states  were  lim.ted 
to  the  period  of  human  life,  this  subject  would  be 
comparatively  of  little  inn  ortance.  But  when  all 
the  inliabitants  wiio  are  now  engaged  in  the  binsi- 
ness  of  the  territory,  shall  sleep  with  their  fathers, 
it  scarcely  will  have  commenced  its  political  exis- 
tence. The  statesman  whose  views  look  not  to  the 
future,  is  unworthy  the  confidence  of  the  Ame- 
ncun  people.  It  depends  upon  us,  in  no  small 
degree,  whether,  fifty  years  hence,  the  oount.es 
of  Missouri  shall  be  cultivated  like  the  garden  of 
Pehnsylvania,  supporting  a population  of  industri- 
ous freemen,  and  contributing  largely  to  the  nation- 
al wealth,  or  whether  they  shall  exhibit  the  cheer- 
less spectacle  presented  to  our  view  in  the  neigh- 
boriiood  of  this  district  —whether  her  portionlesb 
sons  shall  hereafter  become  companions  of  planta- 
tion negroes,  or  the  independent  cultivators  of  their 
own  fields.  If  improved  land  be  more  valuable  to  a 
state  than  barren  wastes;  if  a compact  population 
be  more  valuable  than  that  which  is  dispersed;  if  a 
population  of  freemen  be  better  than  hordes  of 
slaves,  we  cannot  hesitate  in  deciding  what  is  re- 
quired by  the  interest  of  the  territory. 

Is  not  the  amendment  necessary,  also,  to  the  wel- 
fare of  t!ie  middling  class  of  emigrants  throughout 
the  union?  Can  they  flourish  in  a country  of  slaves.? 
In  civilized  society,  the  persons  engaged  in  me- 
chanical arts,  constitute  no  considerable  portion  of 
its  members.  But  if  information  derived  from  the 
old  slave-ho'ding  states  be  credited,  that  class  of 
their  free  population  is  constantl_y  diminishing. — 
Those  arts  have  been  taught  to  their  slaves,  who 
now  perform  the  business  in  which  free  citizens 
were  formerly  employed.  That  part  of  society 
whose  physical  power  requires  to  be  strengthened, 
is  thus  diminished,  and  the  mechanic  is  compelled 
to  abandoned  his  home,  and  search  for  employment 
in  a distant  land. 

I'he  admission  of  Missouri,  without  a restriction 
agaiust  slavery,  is  opposed  by  a majority  of  the 
states  in  the  union.  These  states,  it  is  true,  have 
parted  with  the  power  of  legislating  on  the  subject; 
but,  ought  not  their  judgment  and  wishes  to  be  re- 
spected.? In  business  partnerships,  what  would  wis- 
dom dictate  in  such  a case?  Although  its  manager.? 
or  agents  might  have  power  to  admit  new  mem- 
bers, would  they  be  wise  to  exercise  it  in  a manner 
hostile  to  the  known  opinions  of  a majority  of  those 
both  in  number  and  amount,  interested  in  the  con- 
cern.? AVhat  consequences  would  be  likely  to  fol- 
low such  proceedings,  even  ifthe  managers  should 
be  able,  by  the  means  of  votes  thus  acquired,  to  re- 
tain their  places  and  control  the  interests  of  the 
original  partners.?  Could  the  concern  flourish? 
Would  not  contention  and  distrust  unavoidably  en- 
sue.? And  is  harmony  less  desirable  in  a confedera- 
cy of  states,  than  in  the  little  concerns  of  mercan- 
tile profit? 

I'he  adoption  of  the  amendment  is  necessary  to 
retard  the  growth  of  that  slave  holding  spirit, 
which  appears  to  gain  ground  in  the  United  States. 
Notwithstanding  the  exertions  of  abolition  and  co- 
lonization societies,  in  various  parts  of  the  union,  it 
is  feared  and  believed,  that  public  sentiment  in  the 
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west  is  becoming- less  unfriendly  to  slavery  than  it 
formerly  was;  no  new  state  has  been  admitted  into 
the  union,  since  1791,  which  has  not  established 
slavery  by  law,  unless  prohibited  by  cong-res.  Ala- 
bama, the  last  state  admitted,  has  not  left  it  to  the 
regulation  of  law,  but  has  protected  it  by  a consti- 
tutional provision.  In  1?92,  when  Kentucky  was  ad- 
mitted; a powerful  combination  of  talent  and  in- 
fluence was  exerted  in  favor  of  the  gradual  emanci- 
pation of  her  slaves.  Who  were  then  the  zealous 
stipporters  of  freedom  in  Kentucky.?  The  history  of 
their  effivts  and  the  cause  of  their  failure,  are  well 
known  to  some  honorable  members  of  this  commit- 
tee from  that  state.  Unfortunately  their  efforts  did 
not  succeed.  But,  even  an  attempt  to  stop  the  pro 
gress  of  slavery  in  the  west,  though  unsuccessful, 
V’as  no  small  honor.  It  evinced  an  elevation  of 
mind,  a magnanimity  of  purpose,  to  which  the  ci- 
tizens of  no  new  state  have  since  attained.  Some 
old  states  have  accomplished  for  themselves,  the 
objects  of  the  Kentucky  emancipators;  but  it  has 
been  done  in  latitudes  only  where  cotton  could 
not  he  grown,  and  where  the  value  of  slaves  was, 
on  that  account,  comparatively  small  Th6  in- 
crease of  a slave  holding  spirit  appears,  not  only 
from  these  facts,  but  also  from  the  manner  in  which 
the  ordinance  of  1787  is  treated,  both  in  congress 
and  out  of  it.  That  ordinance  was  passed  by  the 
tinanimous  vote  of  all  the  states.  I have  the  autho- 
rity of  an  honorat5le  representative  from  Virginia, 
when  I say,  that  its  sixth  article  which  prohibits 
slavery,  was  proposed  by  a delegate  of  that  state. 
Its  enactment  was  then  considered  by  all  the  states, 
as  well  slave-holding  as  non-slave-holding,  not  only 
Avithin  the  legitimate  powers  of  congress,  but  es 
pecially  recommended  by  considerations  of  public 
policy.  Is  this  sentiment  still  maintained.?  No,  sir, 
it  is  not,  public  journals,  conducted  under  the  pa- 
tronage ofhigh  authority,  denounce  it;  distinguish- 
ed statesmen  in  both  Rouses  of  congress,  proclaim, 
it  an  instance  of  rank  usurpation;  and  a legislative 
assembly  of  one  state,  at  least,  have  threatened  re- 
sistance if  congress  shall  apply  the  same  principle 
to  Missouri.  It  is  not  to  any  purpose  to  declaim 
against  tliese  proceedings;  I mention  them  only  in 
proof  of  my  proposition,  that  a slave-holding  spirit 
is  gaining  ground  in  the  union. 

But,  however  necessaiy  the  adoption  of  the 
amendment  may  be  to  promote  th.e  welfare  of  the 
territory;  however  calculated  to  better  the  condi- 
tion of  mechanics  and  laborers;  however  essential 
to  the  preservation  of  existing  state  righ.ts;  and 
however  much  demanded  to  check  the  pervading 
influence  of  slave  holding  principles,  it  ought  not 
to  be  supported,  unless  in  pursuance  of  some  pow 
er  clearly  delegated  to  congress.  In  my  judgment, 
the  power  may  be  derived  from  those  grants  in  the 
constitution  which  authorise  congress  “to  dispose 
of,  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  re- 
specting the  territory  of  the  United  States;”  “to 
admit  new  states  into  the  union;”  and  to  make  ah 
Jaivs  necessary  and  proper  to  carry  tliat  ]mwerinto 
effect;  and  also,  from  the  right  of  sovereignty  over 
the  territory,  acquired  by  the  treaty  with  France, 
of  April  30,  180  h 

In  regard  to  the  first  proposition,  we  observe, 
that  much  confusion  and  error  has  arisen,  from  re- 
presenting IVlis-souri  as  now  entitled  to  the  rights 
and  prerogatives  of  a state.  Nothing-  can  be  more 
deceptive  than  arguments  founded  on  tliat  hypo- 
thesis. Until  it  siiall  have  formed  a con.stitution, 
and  that  constitution  shall  have  been  sanctioned 
by  congress,  and  an  act  of  admission  passed,  it  re- 
mains a tenitory.  It  is  entitled  to  no  federal  pow- 


er. Tills  bill  proposes,  on  the  cpnditions  therein 
contained,  to  grant  to  the  people  of  a territory 
permission  to  do  certain  acts  which  they  novr  are 
unable  to  perform.  The  power  exercised  in  fixing 
these  conditions  is,  that  of  making  rules  and  regu- 
lations respecting  the  territory — it  is  legislation 
for  the  territory.  Several  sections  of  the  original 
bill,  as  reported  by  tlie  delegate  from  ’'■^isso  'ri, 
propose  an  exercise  on  the  part  of  congress,  of  a 
sovereignty  quite  as  extensive,  as  that  claimed  by 
the  amendment,  d'be  bill  denies  to  the  people  of 
the  territory  the  pi’ivilege  of  determining  the  ex- 
tent or  boundaries  of  the  proposed  state  It  estab- 
lishes boundaries  widely  differing  from  those  pe- 
titioned for  by  the  legislature  of  the  territory.  It, 
refuses  to  them  an  extensive  tract  of  land  which 
they  ask  to  have  incorporated  into  their  limits,  and 
gives  them  a tract  which  they  do  not  want;  and  the 
privilege  of  admission  into  the  union  is  granted 
only  on  this  condition,  amongothers,  that  the  terri- 
tory shall  ratify  the  boundaries  in  the  bill. 

Neither  the  qualifications  of  electors  to  vote  for 
the  convention  to  form  the  constitution,  nor  the 
number  of  its  meipbers,  in  the  appointment  of  them 
among  the  several  counties,  nor  the  time  of  hold- 
ing the  election,  nor  of  the  meeting  of  the  conven- 
tion, are  confided  to  tlie  determination  of  the  ter- 
ritory, Are  not  some  of  these  regtilations  very  im- 
portant, calculated  to  have  great  influence  on  the 
character  of  the  constitution  to  be  formed?  But  all 
admit  the  right  of  congress  to  establish  them.  Cer- 
tain conditions  are  also  prescribed  without  assent- 
ing to  which  the  territory  cannot  be  admitted  as  a 
stale,  and  by  assenting  to  which  she  will  be  depriv- 
ed of  powers  enjoyed  by  other  states.  Among 
these  are  the  following:  “No  tux  shall  be  imposed 
on  lands  the  property  ©f  the  United  States,  and  in 
no  case  shall  non-resident  proprietors  be  taxed 
higher  than  residents.”  The  right  to  prescribe 
these  conditions,  is  not  denied. 

But,  by  what  provision  of  the  constitution  is  that 
right  conferred  which  does  not  equally  apply  to 
the  amendment  in  question  ? The  plain  truth  is,  that 
a law  autliorising  the  people  of  a territory  to  form 
a constitution  and  state  government,p:u'takes  of  the 
nature  ®f  propositions  to  form  witli  them  a treaty 
or  compact.  The  citizens  of  Missouri  have  certain 
rights,  of  which  congress  cannot  deprive  them, 
■phe  following  are  examples:  a right  of  protection 
in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty,  property, 
and  religion;  a right  of  trial  by  jury;  of  the  writ  of 
habeas  corpus;  of  freedom  of  speech  and  a free 
press;  of  peiitioning  government  for  a redress  of 
grievances;  of  keeping  and  bearing  arms;  of  securi- 
ty in  their  persons,  houses,  papers  and  effects, 
against  unreasonable  searches  and  seizures;  and 
many  more  that  might  be  mentioned.  Possessing 
these  rights.of  which  we  cannot  deprive  them,  the} 
petition  for  a grant  of  others.  In  deciding  on  their 
application,  we  are  bound  to  consider  the  subject 
in  relation  to  the  general  welfare,  embracmg  that 
of  the  particular  territory..  We  grant  the  applica- 
tion upon  specified  conditions,'  not  inconsistent 
with  the  principles  of  tfie  constitution.  The  peo- 
ple <,ff  the  territory  examine  these  conditions  and 
decide  thereon;  if  approved,  they  ratify  the  treaty, 
and  succeed  to  its  advantages;' if  rejected,  they 
continue  in  the  enjoyment  of  all  tiie  rights  prevn 
ously  possessed.  We  claim  no  authority  to  form  a 
state  gover  nment  for  Missouri,  to  compel  her  to  ac- 
cept it,  and  come  into  the  union,  but  we  do  claim 
the  right  wiiich  has  ever  been  exercised,  of  mak- 
ing her  admission  depend  upon  just  and  reasonable. 
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Conditions,  in  the  acceptance  or  rejection  of  which 
she  acts  with  entire  freedom. 

Congress  may  admit  new  states  into  the  union. 
Congress  also  may  declare  war.  and  may  borrow 
money. — These  acts  are  alike  to  be  performed 
■when  required  by  the  general  welfare.  I he  con- 
stitution imposes  upon  congress  no  obligation  to 
admit  new  states.  It  permits  none  to  demand  ad- 
mission. It  authorises  no  member  of  the  confede- 
racy to  require  such  admission.  'Fhe  president  and 
senate  cannot,  by  treaty,  admit  a state  into  thermi- 
on; nor  can  they  impose  on  congress  an  obligation 
to  do  it.  The  admission  of  Louisiana,  which  was 
part  of  the  same  territory  with  Missouri,  was  not 
claimed  as  a matter  of  right:  it  was  solicited  as  a 
favor.  I'he  propriety  of  imposing  conditions  was 
not  questioned.  It  was  tiieu  thought  reasonable 
and  constitutional  too,  that  a political  as  well  as 
every  other  society,  should  prescribe  the  time, 
manner  and  conditions  of  obtaining  the  privilege 
of  membership.  That  the  power  of  admitting  new 
states  and  making  the  laws  necessary  and  proper 
therefor  give  the  right  for  which  we  contend,  ac- 
cording to  the  plain  and  natural  interpretation  of 
language,  appears  to  me  too  evident  to  need  fur- 
ther illustration. 

By  the  treaty  with  France,  congress  acquired 
'*an  incontestibie  title  to  the  domain  and  possession 
of  the  ceded  territory  in  full  sovereignty,  with  all 
its  rights  and  appurtenances.”  The  only  limita- 
tion on  the  exercise  of  this  sovereignty,  ihust  be 
found  in  the  constitution.  The  sovereignty  is  ge- 
neral, but  must  be  exerted  in  a manner  consistent 
with  the  principles  of  our  national  government.  It 
therefore  becomes  important  to  ascertain  what 
these  principles  are,  in  relation  to  the  amendment 
on  your  table.  In  other  words,  is  the  power  of  hold- 
ing slaves  a federal  right.^  In  discussing  this  ques- 
tion. we  ought  carefully  to  distinguish  between  the 
principles  of  the  United  States*  government,  and 
those  of  particular  states.  The  doctrines  of  New 
Hampshire  and  of  Georgia  in  regard  to  slavery,  are 
diametrically  opposite,  and  cannot  both  be  the 
doctrines  of  the  United  States.  The  federal  go- 
vernment is  as  distinct  from  each  of  these,  as  they 
are  from  each  other.  All  these  riglitfully  exercise 
a limited  sovereignty  in  their  proper  spheres.  We 
further  premise,  that,  in  a confederacy  like  ours, 
the  principles  of  a dominant  state  naturally  acquire 
a currency  and  an  artificial  value  from  their  con- 
nection with  honor  and  power.  It  is  evident 
enough,  that  the  United  States’  government  does 
not  belong  to  Virginia,  anymore  than  to  Ohio.  It  ne- 
amrthelessmay  be  quite  Virginian,  Indeed  we  were 
told  but  a fewdays  since,  that  we  are  indebted  for 
the  territory  in  question  to  the  wisdom  and  to  the 
cash  of  Virginia,  [Mr,  Randolph  rose  and  said,  that 
5f  the  gentleman  from  New  York  quoted  him,  he 
Jioped  he  would  not  misquote  him.  He  had  used 
neither  the  word  wisdom  nor  cash.]  Mr.  Taylor  re- 
plied, that  words  were  only  useful  as  a means  of 
communicating  ideas.  Tlie  gentlman  from  Virgi- 
nia may  have  used  sagacity  instead  of  wisdom,  and 
treasure,  wealth  or  money,  instead  of  cash.  The 
gentleman  from  Virginia  shakes  his  head.  T cannot 
have  mistaken  the  sentiment.  His  expressions  as 
usual  were  very  clear  and  distinct.  But  it  is  not 
material.  The  political  sagacity  of  Virginia  is  un- 
jmpeached.  She  has  manifested  it  in  many  respects, 
and  in  none  more  than  in  the  ability  she  displays 
on  this  floor.  She  selects  for  congress  her  ablest 
sons.  She  reposes  in  them  a liberal  confidence. 
Wliile  faithful  to  her  interests,  she  continues  them 
in  her  employment,  thereby  enabling  them  to  ho- 


nor the  nation  and  serve  their  state.  She  instructs 
them  not  to  waste  their  strength  at  home,  in  petty 
warfare,  in  scuffles  for  office,  and  in  the  gratifica- 
tion of  private  resentments.  She  points  to  the 
prize  of  high  ambition,  and  bids  them  secure  it. 
rhey  obey  her  mandate.  If  they  stumble,  she  up- 
holds them.  If  they  fall,  she  raises  them.  If  they 
wander,  she  reclaims  them.  She  publishes  their 
virtues,  and  covers  their  errors  with  a mantle  of 
charity.  How  unlike' Virginia  in  all  these  respects, 
to  some  of  lier  sisters!  She  has  set  before  them  an 
example,  which  failingto  imitate,  their  complaints 
of  her  influence  will  remain  unavailing.  And,  is 
there  less  danger  that  the  principles  of  Virginia,  in 
regard  to  slavery,  will  acquire  popularity,  aud  ul- 
timately  pass  for  those  of  the  nation,  because  she 
is  wise  in  her  policy,and  maintains  her  consequence 
in  every  department  of  your  government?  But  let  us 
examine  what  are  the  principles  on  which  the  Unit- 
ed States’  government  is  founded.  Do  they  justify 
slavery?  I answer,  they  do  not.  Congress,  within 
its  sovereignty,  has  cbnstantly  endeavored  to  pre- 
vent the  extension  of  slavery,  and  has  maintained 
the  doctrine  “that  all  men  are  born  equally  free.*' 
But  has  disclaimed,  and  continues  to  disclaim,  any 
right  to  enforce  this  doctrine  upon  state  sovereign- 
ties. 

The  first  truth  declared  by  this  nation,  at  the  era 
of  its  independence,  was,  “that  all  men  are  created 
equal;  that  they  are  endowed  by  their  Creator  with 
certain  unalienable  rights;  that  among  these  are 
life,  liberty,  and  the  pursuit  of  happiness.” 

Are  we  willingto  pronounce  this  declaration,  for 
the  support  of  which  the  fathers  of  our  revolution 
pledged  their  lives  and  fortunes,  a flagrant  false- 
hood'’ Was  this  declaration  a solemn  mockery?  Did 
such  men  as  Jefferson,  Adams,  Franklin,  Sherman, 
and  Livingston,  proclaim  to  the  world,  as  self-evi- 
dent truth,  doctrines  they  did  not  believe?  Did  they 
lay  the  foundation  of  this  infant  republic  in  fraud 
and  hypocrisy?  The  supposition  is  incredible. 
These  men  composed  the  committee  which  report-, 
ed  the  declaration  of  independence.  Four  of  them 
were  delegates  from  Massachusetts,  Pennsylvania, 
Connecticut,  and  New  York.  They  expressed  the 
opinions  of  the  states  they  represented.  1'he  sen- 
timents of  their  chairman  on  this  interesting  sub-, 
ject  are  not  contained  in  the  declaration  alone.  If 
further  evidences  be  required  as  to  his  opinions,  it 
is  abundantly  furnished  in  his  notes  on  Virginia, 
His  denunciation  of  slavery  is  there  expressed  in 
language  too  distinct  to  be  misunderstood.  Its  in- 
justice is  portrayed  in  glowing  colors,  and  its  evils 
described  with  irresistable  eloquence.  While  books 
are  read,  or  truth  revered,  his  sentiments  on  tins 
subject  will  ensure  to  their  author  itnfading  honor. 

In  X784,  Virginia  ceded  to  the  United  States  her 
right  and  title  to  the  northwest  territory,  on  con- 
dition “that  the  states  there  to  be  formed,  should 
be  admitted  members  of  the  federal  union,  having 
the  same  rights  of  sovereignty,  freedom  and  inde- 
pendence, as  the  otl\er  states.”  In  July,  f787,  an 
ordinance  was  passed  for  the  government  of  the 
territory,  by  the  unanimous  vote  of  all  the  states, 
of  which  the  following  is  an  extract:  — “And  for  ex- 
tending the  fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  re- 
ligious liberty,  wliich  form  the  basis  whereon  these 
republics,  their  laws  and  constitutions,  are  erected; 
to  fix  and  establish  those  principles  as  the  basis  of  ^ 
all  laws,  constitutions  and  governments,  wliich  for- 
ever hereafter  shall  he  formed  in  the  said  territory; 
to  provide  also,  for  the  establishment  of  states  and 
permanent  government  therein,  and  for  their  ad- 
mission to  a share  in  the  federal  councils,  on  an 
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equal  footing  with  the  original  states,  at  as  early 
periods  as  tuay  be  consistent  with  the  general  inte- 
rest: It  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared  by  the  au- 
thority aforesaid,  That  the  following  articles  shah 
be  considered  as  articles  of  compact  between  the 
original  states  and  the  people  and  slates  in  the  said 
territory,  and  forever  remain  unalterable,  unless  by 
common  consent,  to  wit.” 

“Article  6.  There  shall  be  neither  slavery  nor  in- 
voluntary servitude  in  the  said  territory,  otherwise 
than  in  the  punishment  of  crimes,  whereof  the  par- 
ty shall  have  been  duly  convicted:  Provided  al- 
ways, that  any  person  escaping  into  the  sanif:,troin 
whom  labor  or  service  is  lawuilly  claimed  in  any 
one  of  the  original  states,  sucii  fugitive  may  be  law- 
fully reclaimed  and  conveyed  to  the  person  claim- 
ing his  or  her  labor  or  service  as  aforesaid.” 

This  ordinance  \vas  passed  for  the  government, 
not  of  a part,  but  of  every  foot  of  the  territories  of 
the  United  States;  not  extorted  by  compromise,  and 
considered  a hard  bargain,  but  expressive  of  the 
spirit  of  freedom  which  then  prevailed.  It  is  an 
imperishable  monument  of  glory  and  renown  to  its 
framers.  They  sacrificed  prejudice  on  the  altar  of 
their  country.  Avarice  found  no  place  in  their  bo- 
soms. Disinterested  and  magnanimous  were  their 
acts,andthe  blessings  of  posterity  will  embalm  their 
memories.  Their  names  will  be  engraved  on  columns 
of  marble,  and  preserved  in  the  legislative  hall  of 
every  state  north-west  of  the  Ohio.  No  American 
statesman  was  then  found  hardy  enough  to  main- 
tain the  anti-republican  doctrine,  that  man  cannot 
be  free  without  possessing  a power  to  enslave  his 
fellow  man. 

This  ordinance  is  important  also  in  another  re- 
spect. ft  shows  that,  in  1787,  Virginia  did  not  con- 
sider that  the  states  to  which  its  6th  article  should 
be  applied  would  be  deprived  of  “the  same  rights 
of  sovereignty,  freedom  and  independence,  as  the 
other  states.”  The  amendment  on  your  table  is 
copied  from  that  article,  and  a proviso  added  to 
prevent  its  application  to  persons  now  held  to  ser- 
vice in  the  territory.  The  date  also  of  this  ordi- 
nance is  worthy  of  remark.  It  was  passed  in  July. 
The  convention  which  formed  the  federal  consti- 
tution was  then  in  session.  The  members  had  the 
ordinance  before  them.  1'hey  saw  the  rules  and 
regulations  which  congress  had  established  for  the 
government  of  all  the  territory  of  the  United 
States.  Judging  thereby,  they  could  not  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  guard  against  the  extension 
of  slavery  by  a constitutional  prohibition.  They, 
therefore,  two  months  after  the  passage  of  the  or 
dinance,  confide  to  congr,ess  an  unlimited  power  of 
making  “all  needful  rules  and  regulations  respect- 
ing the  territory  of  the  United  States.” 

The  ordinance  also  illustrates  the  import  of  the 
following  clause  in  the  constitution:  “The  migra- 
tion or  importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the 
states  now  existing  shall  think  proper  to  admit  shall 
not  be  prohibited  by  the  congress  prior  to  thei 
year  1808;  but  a tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed  on 
such  importation,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for 
each  person.”  This  provision  has  given  great 
trouble  to  the  opponents  of  restriction  on  slave- 
ry The  extraordinary  constructions  to  which  they 
have  resorted  furnish  of  this  fact  conclusive  evi- 
dence. That  migration  and  importation  do  not 
mean  the  same  thing  is  evident,  because  a tax  may 
be  imposed  on  the  latter,  but  not  on  the  former 
Importation  implies  the  bringing  into  this  country 
from  abroad,  either  by  land  or  by  water;  migi’ation, 
the  moving  within  it,  from  one  state  or  territory  to 
another.  This  moving  may  be  either  voluntary  or 


by  constraint.  It  applies  to  all  subjects  capable  of 
locomotion.  Slaves  may  be  said  to  migrate  or  move 
with  their  masters,  as  well  as  soldiers  with  their  ot- 
ficers.  ( he  word  mitfvation  was  not  intended  to  ap- 
ply to  citizens,  because  the  constitution  declares, 
that  “the  citizens  of  each  state  shall  be  entitled  to 
ail  privileges  and  immunities  of  citizens  in  the  se- 
veral states.”  It  therefore  must  have  related  to  a 
class  of  population  who  were  not  citizeiis.  A more 
particular  designation  cannot  be  necessary.  The 
pjwer  of  congress  to  prohibit  the  moving  of  “such 
persons  Mnto  territories  and  into  states  which  did 
not  think  proper  to  admit  them,  has  never  been  de- 
nied, and,  in  fact,  '■  as  rightfully  exercised  before 
the  year  1808.  Some  of  the  instances  shall  b« 
pointed  out  before  1 sit  down. 

; he  constitutional  provision  which  requires  that 
persons  held  to  service  or  labor  in  one  state,  and 
escaping  into  anotlier,  shall  be  delivered  tip,  gives 
no  sanction  to  slavery.  That  provision  would  have 
been  proper  to  protect  the  rights  of  masters  over 
their  apprentices  and  bound  servants,  even  if  sla- 
very did  not  exist.  Tlie  constitution  was  formed, 
among  other  objects,  for  the  purpose  of  “ensuring 
domestic  tranquilit}\”  No  power  to  interfere  with 
the  laws  of  an  existing  state,  on  the  subject  of  slave- 
ry, having  been  granted  to  congress,‘alI  interfer- 
ence  is  denied  to  other  states. 

In  1789,  the  first  congress  met  under  the  consti- 
tution, and  passed  a law  recognizingthe  ordinance 
of 1787  ■ 

In  1790,  North  Carolina  ceded  to  the  United 
States  that  part  of  her  territory  which  now  compo- 
ses  the  state  of  'Vennessee,  Knowing  the  princi- 
ples of  the  United  States’ government  to  be  hostile 
to  slavery,  she  made  tlie  grant  upon  express  con- 
dition “that  no  regulation  made  or  to  .be  made  by 
congress  should  tend  to  emancipate  slaves.”  Does 
not  this  condition  most  clearly  show,  not  only  what 
North  Carolina  thought  in  regard  to  tlie  power  of 
congress  in  this  particular,  but  also  of  the  manner 
in  which  that  power  would  probably  be  exercised 
unless  restrained  by  positive  stipulation  It  would 
even  seem  to  have  been  considered,  by  the  words 
of  the  condition,  that  its  introduction  was  necessary 
to  prevent  the  then  existing  laws  of  the  union  at- 
taching to  the  ceded  territory,  and  liberating  the 
slaves  therein. 

In  1794,  fourteen  years  before  congress  had  pow- 
er to  prohibit  the  importation  of  foreign  slaves  into' 
such  states  of  the  union  as  chose  to  admit  them,  an 
act  was  passed  to  prohibit  carrying  on  the  slave 
trade  to  any  foreign  place  or  country.  I?y  this  act 
it  was  declared,  “tliat  no  citiz,en  or  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  or  foreigner,  or  any  Other  person 
coming  into  or  residing  within  the  same,  shall,  for 
himself  or  any  other  person  whomsoever,  either  as 
master,  factor,  or  owner,  build,  fit,  equip,  load  or 
otherwise  prepare,  any  ship  or  vessel  witliin  any 
port  or  place  of  the  United  States;  nor  shall  cause 
any  ship  or  vessel  to  sail  from  any  port  or  place 
within  the  same,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on 
any  trade  or  trafiic  in  slaves  toanv'  foreign  country, 
or  for  the  purpose  of  procuring  from  any  foreign 
kingdom,  place  or  country,  the  inhabitants  of  such 
kingdom,  place,  or  country,  lobe  transported  to 
any  foreign  country,  port  or  place  whatever,  to  be 
sold  or  disposed  of  as  slaves.”  'I  his  act  was  en- 
forced by  very  severe  penajties.  Under  its  opera- 
tion  the  extraordinary  {spectacle  was  exhibited  of 
the  United  States’  government  inflicting  exempla- 
ry pimisliment  on  its  citizens  fpr  transporting 
slaves  from  Africa  to  Cuba;  but  allowing,  as  lawful 
commerce,  their,  transportation  from  Africa  to 
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South  Carolina.  Congress  had  po  wer  to  prohibit 
the  former,  and  it  was  exercised.  No  power  exist- 
ed to  pro'iiblt  the  latter,  because  tlie  states  reserv- 
ed to  themselves  this  branch  of  sovereignty  until 
1808.  We  saw  and  deplored  the  evil,  but  our  hands 
were  tied.  It  was  not  suffered  to  exist  a single  day 
after  the  power  of  preventing  it  accrued.  Con- 
gress enforced  the  principles  of  this  government, 
and  manifested  its  devotion  to  the  riglits  of  man, 
by  passing  the  act  of  1794.  If  slavery  be  sanction- 
ee  by  these  principles,  why  was  that  act  passed?  It 
proscribed  a profitable  commerce;  it  dried  up  one 
• source  of  national  wealth;  and  was  unfriendly  to 
the  navigating  interest,  liy  that  commerce  no 
new  slaves  were  introduced  into  the  states;  they 
were  carried  to  foreign  countries,  where  their  im- 
portation was  sanctioned  by  law,  and  thereby  the 
balance  of  trade  was  rendered  more  favorable  to 
the  United  States.  Worldly  wisdom  urged  much 
in  its  favor;  yet,  such  was  our  condemnation  of 
this  accursed  traffio — so  hostile  to  our  national 
principles  was  it  considered  to  make  merchandize 
of  men,  that  the  law  was  passed  with  very  great 
unanimity. 

In  1798  the  Mississippi  territory  was  claimed  by 
the  United  States,  as  well  as  by  Georgia.  If  it  be- 
longed to  the  latter,  the  power  of  congress  could 
not  be  exerted  against  the  importation  of  slaves, 
until  after  the  expiration  of  ten  years;  but,  such 
was  the  solicitude  of  this  government  to  prevent 
the  extension  of  slavery,  that  an  act  was  then  pas- 
ed,  declaring  “that  any  slave  imported  into  the  ter- 
ritory, from  without  the  limits  of  the  United  States, 
should  thereupon  be  entitled  to,  and  receive  his  or 
her  freedom.” 

In  1802  congress  further  enforced  the  law  against 
the  slave  trade,  by  severe  penalties,  and  recogniz- 
ed the  prohibitory  acts  of  particular  states. 

In  1803  Georgia  ceded  to  the  United  States  the 
Mississippi  territory,  and,  to  prevent  the  applica 
tion  to  it  of  the  United  States’  principles  in  regard 
to  slavery,  the  articles  of  agreement  and  cession, 
which  provided  that  the  ceded  territory  should 
form  a state,  and  be  admitted  into  the  union  on  the 
conditions  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  expressly  ex- 
cepted that  article  which  forbids  slavery. 

In  1803  Louisiana,  including  the  territory  of  Mis- 
souri, was  purchased  from  France.  The  third  is 
the  only  article  of  the  treaty  relating  to  the  sub- 
ject before  us.  It  consists  of  three  parts;  first, 
“The  inhabitantsof the  ceded  territory  s’nall  be  in- 
corporated into  the  union  of  the  United  States.” — 
This  provision  was  to  be  executed  immediately. — 
It  extended  to  all  the  inhabitants,  wherever  resi- 
dent, and  depended  on  no  contingency.  Without 
it. they  might  have  cordinued  aliens,  and  have  been 
treated  like  the  inhabitants  of  a conquered  pro- 
vince. The  obligation  imposed  by  this  clause,  was 
discharged  by  congress,  in  passing  the  act  of  1804, 
erecting  Louisiana  into  two  territories,  and  provid- 
ing for  the  temporary  government  thereof.  By 
this  act  they  were  incorporated  into  the  union,  and 
the  laws  of  the  United  States  were  extended  to 
them:  they  became  part  of  the  American  famil}'’, 
subject  to  its  rules  and  regulations,  and  bound  to 
obey  its  autliority.  1’beir  allegiance  was  transfer- 
red from  France  to  tlie  Ur.ited  States;  they  were 
obliged  to  support  our  constitution  and  obey  our 
laws;  they  necessarily  acquired  some  new  privi- 
leges, and  lost  some  formerly  enjoyed:  for  exam- 
ple, they  lost  the  privilege  of  employing  ships  in 
the  slave  trade - of  buying  foreign  slaves  — of  pu- 
nishing heresjq  and,  in  short,  of  beiiyg  governed  by 
ihe  colonial  laws  of  France;  and  they  acquired  thC: 


privilege  of  being  governed  by  the  American  con- 
gress, on  principles  of  freedom.  ! h^se  conse- 
quences  necessarily  followed  their  incorporatioD 
into  the  union. 

rhe  second  clause  is  contingent,  and  requires 
that  the  inhabitants  ‘ shall  be  admitted,  as  soon  as 
possible,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  federal 
constitution,  to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  ad- 
vantages, and  immunities  of  the  citizens  of  the 
United  States.”  The  subject  matter  of  tins  clause 
is  inhabitants,  not  territgry.  In  all  the  cessions  of 
territory  previously  acquired  by  congress,  a provi- 
sion had  been  inserted  in  the  compacts,  “that  the 
territory  should  be  formed  into  a state  or  states.” 
These  compacts  had  been  made  by  congress,  wliich 
had  power  to  admit  new  states  into  the  union.  But 
this  treaty  was  made  by  the  president  and  senate# 
who  had  no  such  power.  It  was  doubted  by  many 
whether,  according  to  the  principles  of  the  federal 
constitution,  new  states  could  be  erected  in  this  ter- 
ritory: and  it  was  uncertain  whether  the  existing 
states  would  so  amend  the  constitution  as  to  confer 
the  power.  But  if  congress  had  the  power,  it  was- 
uncertain  whether,  and  on  what  conditions,  they 
would  think  proper  to  exercise  it;  and,  until  the  ge- 
neral welfare  of  the  U.  States  should,  in  the  opinion 
of  congress,  require  its  exercise,  it  was  not  possible 
for  them  to  be  admitted.  Moreover,  the  rights,  ad- 
vantages, and  immunities,  to  the  enj  oy  ment  of  which  - 
they  are  to  be  admitted,  are  those  of  citizens  of  the 
U.  States.  The  power  of  holding  slaves  is  no  right, 
advantage,  or  immunity,  arising  from  the  United 
States’  citizensliip.  Whatever  those  rights  are, 
they  must  be  uniform;  that  is.  United  States’  citizen- 
ship confers  the  same  rights  in  New  Hampshire  as 
in  Kentucky.  If  in  Kentucky  it  gives  the  power  of 
holding  slaves,  by  virtue  of  it  a citizen  of  the  United 
States  may  hold  slaves  in  New-Hampshire.  The 
error  is  in  confounding  the  rights  of  the  U.  Slates* 
citizenship  with  those  arising  under  the  laws  of 
Kentucky.  By  the  latter  an  authority  to  hold  slaves 
exists;  by  the  former  it  does  not.  The  rights  of 
United  States’  citizenship  are  founded  on  the  con- 
stitution; they  are  paramount  to,  and  cannot  be 
taken  away  or  afiected  by  state  laws.  But  the 
right  of  holding  slaves  may  be  taken  away  by  state 
laws;  therefore  it  is  not  a right  ofthe  United  States* 
citizenship,  and  consequently  was  not  guaranteed 
to  the  inljabitants  of  this  territory  by  treaty. 

The  inhabitants  had  no  right  to  calculate  on  a 
power  of  holding  slaves.  Neither  the  principles  of 
the  constitution,  nor  the  practice  of  the  government, 
justified  that  expectation.  Congress  had  allowed 
slavery  to  exist  in  no  territory  whei’e  its  allowance 
had  not  been  made  by  the  state  ceding  it,  an  ex- 
press condition  of  the  cession.  These  inhabitants 
could  not  reasonably  expect  greater  rights  than 
were  enjoyed  by  tliose  of  the  original  territory  of 
the  United  States.  They  were  authorised  to  expect 
tlie  privilege  of  self-government,  in  the  same  man- 
ner  as  it  had  been  granted  to  them;  but,  like  them, 
they  were  subject  to  the  determination  of  congress 
as  to  time,  manner,  bounda,ries,  and  every  other 
condition.  The  thii’d  clause  of  the  article  provides, 
“that  the  inhabitants,  in  the  mean  time,  shall  be 
maintained  and  protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of 
their  liberty,  property,  and  the  religion  which  they 
profess.”  WitboiU  stopping  to  enquire  into  the  gene- 
ral signification  ofthe  word  pvo*}ertij.,\  take  it  for  gran- 
ted tiiat  it  does  not  include,  the  future  generations 
of  men  who  may  be  born  in  the  territory,  and  the  con- 
dition of  tliose  now  held  to  service  will  not  be  chang- 
ed by  agreeing  to  the  amendment.  With  this  single 
remark  I proceed  to  observe  that  the  freeenjoym- nt 
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of  property  cannot  mean  an  absolute  right  to  use  it 
without  control;  nor,  that  the  control  snail  be  exer- 
cised in  the  same  manner  and  degree  that  it  had 
been  under  the  former  government.  If  this  were 
its  meaning,  and  the  treaty  considered  in  the  nature 
of  a charter  of  rights  to  the  inhabitants,  that  may 
at  this  time  rightfully  carry  on  the  slave  trade,  and 
do  many  other  acts  prohibited  by  law.  But  the 
right  granted  freely  to  enjoy  their  liberty,  proper- 
ty, and  religion,  only  requires  tliat  they  shall  be 
protected  by  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United 
states,  in  the  same  manner  as  the  liberty,  proper- 
ty, and  religion  of  other  citizens,  similarly  situated, 
are  protected.  It  is  a protection  according  to  the 
principles  of  this,  and  not  of  a foreign  government. 

The  act  of  1804,  to  which  1 have  already  advert- 
ed, strongly  illustrates  the  solicitude  of  congress  to 
prohibit  the  extension  of  slavery,  even  in  the  Or- 
leans territory.  It  forbade  the  introduction,  first, 
of  all  foreign  slaves;  secondly,  of  all  slaves  brougUt 
into  the  United  tates  after  May  1,  1798,  or  there- 
after to  be  imported;  thirdly,  of  all  other  slaves, 
except  by  citizens  of  the  United  States,  removing 
into  the  territory  for  actual  settlement,  and  bona 
fide  owning  such  slaves  All  slaves  brought  into 
the  territory  of  Orleans,  contrary  to  these  provi- 
sions, were  entitled  to  freedom,  and  penalties  were 
imposed  on  the  importers.  Congress  could  not  en- 
dure the  idea  that  even  New  Orleans  should  be- 
come a market  for  the  sale  of  human  flesh. 

'rhe  residue  of  Louisiana  was  placed  under  the 
government  of  the  governor  and  judges  of  Indiana 
where  slavery  was  forever  prohibited  by  the  ordi- 
nance of  1787.  It  was  believed  that  these  officers 
would  apply  to  Missouri  the  same  principles  of  go- 
vernment  on  v/hich  they  Were  bound  to  administer 
that  of  Indiana.  Unhappily  for  Missouri,  these 
gentlemen  entertained  different  views,  and  suffer- 
ed the  evil  to  increase,  without  an  effort  to  retard 
it.  5 lie  subsequent  acts,  in  regard  to  this  territory, 
are  of  so  recent  a date,  that  it  is  unnecessary  to  de- 
tail their  provisions. 

The  contests  of  party  at  home,  and  the  great  na- 
.tional  questions  in  which  we  were  soon  involved 
with  foreign  g'overnments,  drew  the  attention  of 
congress  from  this  particular  subject.  It  is  now 
brought  forward  at  a time  when  political  animosi- 
ties have  in  a good  degree  sulisided,  and  every  cir- 
cumstance is  favorable  to  its  just  decision. 

'I'he  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,  were 
admitted  into  the  union  in  1802,  1816,  and  1818, 
and  the  restriction  against  slavery  was  applied, 
without  opposition,  to  all  of  them.  '5'hey  formed 
their  constitutions  accordingly,  and  are  now  reap- 
ing the  rich  reward  of  civil  as  well  as  political  free- 
dom. 

'file  slave  trade  was  abolished  by  act  of  18o7,  to 
take  effect  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1808,  be- 
ing the  earliest  day  on  which  congress  could  exer- 
cise that  power. 

In  this  manner  congress  has  respected  the  rights 
of  man,  and  has  endeavored,  in  pursuance  of  the 
principles  of  the  United  States’  government,  to  limit 
the  extension  of  slavery  as  much  as  possible. 

Many  important  considerations  relating  to  the 
general  welfare,  are  intimately  connected  with  this 
rsubject.  - To  a few  of  these  I shall  briefly  advert. 
The  defence  of  our  country  emphatically  rests  on 
its  militia  force.  A slave  population  contributes 
nothing  to  this  force,  and  occupies  the  place,  which 
otherwise  would  be  filled  by  a brave  and  hardy 
yeomamy.  In  detailing  militia  fiom  the  several 
states  for  the  public  service,  the  quota  of  each  is 
^iScertained,  not  by  its  political  power  or  represen- 


tation in  congress,  but  by  its  militia  returns.  War 
may  be  made  by  the  representatives  of  a minority 
of  those  who  are  obliged  to  risk  their  lives  in  ita 
support.  This  is  a departure  from  that  principle 
of  the  constitution  which  establishes  a proportion 
between  political  power  and  contribution  to  public 
burdens, 'a  departure  which,  in  operation,  has  been 
found  very  unequal,  but  of  wliich  we  clo  not  com- 
plain in  relation  to  existing  states.  It  is  one  con- 
dition of  the  compact  between  ns,  and  we  are  will- 
ing to  fulfil  it;  but  we  are  not  willing  to  aggravate 
the  inequality. 

By  the  extension  of  slavery  the  contrtbution  of 
money  as  well  as  of  men,  is  rendered  more  unfa- 
vorable to  the  i on-slave  holding  states.  If  onr  reve- 
nues were  raised  by  direct  taxation,  the  inequality 
would  not  be  very  great.  But,  of  the  millions  which 
have  })assed  through  the  United  States’  treasury, 
how  small  a portion  has  been  derived  from  that 
source!  Nearly  the  wl.ole  amount  has  been  levied 
by  duties  on  importation.  We  have  paid  it  in  the 
price  of  our  coffee,  tea,  sugar,  and  almost  every 
other  article  of  foreign  merchandize.  These  articles 
are  extensively  used;  and  many  of  them  considered 
necessaries  of  life  by  ail  classes  of  citizens  in  the 
non-slave-holding  states,  while  there  consumption  is 
very  limited  among  slaves.  We  have  no  reason  to 
believe  that  the  present  revenue  system  will  soon 
be  superseded  by  that  of  direct  taxation;  and,  while 
it  continues,  our  contribution  to  the  public  treasu- 
ry will  ever  remain  greatly  disproportionate  to  our 
political  power  in  the  federal  governrnent. 

I have  no  desire  to  magnify  the  danger  of  insut- 
rection  in  the  slave-holding  states.  I hope  it  no 
where  exists,  or,  at  most,  in  a very  limited  degree. 
Information  derived  from  honorable  members  of 
tills  committee,  confirm  my  belief  that  such  is  gene- 
rally the  ease.  I liave  listened  with  pleasure  to  the 
recital  of  examples  of  the  unconquerable  attach- 
ment, fidelity,  and  devotion  of  slaves  to  their  mas- 
ters. Some  of  these  instances  have  evinced  a mag- 
nanimity which  would  have  done  honor  to  the  be,st 
days  of  chivairic  irereism.  They  are  alike  honora- 
ble to  master  and  slave.  But  these  examples  are 
of  rare  occurrence.  Tliat  some  danger  exists  is  net 
denied.  It  is  admitted  by  all.  Whatever  it  may 
be,  I am  unwilling  to  entail  it  upon  the  inhabitants  of 
liie  west,  and  with  it  the  obligation  of  protecting 
them  against  “domestic  violence.” 

The  strength  of  this  nation  chiefly  consists  in  its 
moral  power.  The  foundation  of  this  is  laid  in  the 
intelligence  and  virtue  of  the  people.  A wise  ad- 
ministration will  always,  and  especially  in  perilous 
limes,  receive  the  support  qf  such  a people.  As 
difficulties  thicken,  and  dangers  threaten,  they  will 
not  put  forth  their  strength.  Being  capable  of  un- 
derstanding the  necessity  of  great  sacrifices,  they 
will  make  them  with  cheerfulness,  and  will  march 
to  victory.  But  this  moral  power  of  a nation  does 
not  consist  solely,  nor  chiefly , in  the  distinguished 
science  of  her  favored  sons — the  rich  and  noble 
few — but  in  the  information  and  integrity  of  her 
yeomanry,  her  farmers,  mechanics,  and  laborers. 
These,  in  a government  like  ours,  possess  as  well 
the  moral  power  as  the  bone  and  sinew  of  the  coun- 
try, If  a large  portion  of  these  be  slaves,  that  pow- 
er is  not  only  impaired,  but  physical  debility  occu- 
pies its  place. 

Tlie  peculiar  situation  of  this  territory  requires 
it  to  become  a strong  frontier.  Lying  in  the  vicini- 
ty of  numerous  and  powerful  tribes  of  Indians,  ap- 
proaching the  neighborhood  qf  a country,  which 
soon  may  become  a rich  and  jealous  r’val,  vre  ougitt: 
not  to  weaken  it  with  a slave  popuktiun.. 
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The  representation  in  cong-ress  allowed  for  slaves 
as  I have  before  said,  was  matter  of  compromise. 
The  extent  of  this  concession  was  supposed  to  be 
Been  and  clearly  understood.  It  was  believed,  that 
it  could  not  be  carried  beyond  the  then  existing- 
states,  and  possibly,  to  the  tei-ritory  in  dispute  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Georgia.  It  did  not 
apply  to  foreign  territory.  If  you  can  claim  it  as 
incident  to  the  power  of  admitting  new  slates,  you 
may  stretch  the  principle  to  I know  not  what  length. 
The  words  of  the  constitution  may  not  be  violated, 
but  its  spirit  will  be  disregarded.  No  express  pow- 
er is  granted  to  congress  to  acquire  territory.  If  it 
exists  at  all  it  is  by  implication.  Thus,  on  the  im- 
plied power  to  acquire  territory  by  treaty,  you  raise 
an  implied  right  to  erect  it  into  states,  and  imply  a 
compromise  by  which  slavery  is  to  be  established, 
and  its  slaves  represented  in  congress.  Is  this  just.'* 
Is  it  fair.’’  Where  will  it  end?  Must  we  allow  re- 
presentation not  only  to  French  and  Spanish  slaves 
bought  with  the  territory  in  question,  but  to  Afri- 
can slaves  smuggled  into  it  in  violation  of  law?  But 
your  lust  of  acquiring  is  not  yet  satiated.  You  must 
have  the  Floridas.  Yo-ur  ambition  rises.  You  co- 
vet Cuba  and  obtain  it.  You  stretch  your  arms  to 
the  other  islands  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  and  they 
become  yours  Are  the  millions  of  slaves  inhabit- 
ing these  countries,  too,  to  be  incorporated  into  the 
union,  and  represented  in  congress?  Are  the  free- 
men of  the  old  states  to  become  the  slaves  of  the 
representatives  of  foreign  slaves?  The  majority 
may  be  in  your  hands.  You  may  have  the  power  to 
pass  such  laws,  but  beware  how  you  use  it.  Re- 
member by  whom,  and  for  whom,  this  government 
was  established.  “We,  the  people  of  the  United 
States,’*  made  it  to  securq  our  liberty,  and  pro- 
mote our  welfare.  True,  sir,  it  is  not  every  viola- 
tion of  the  constitution  that  will  justify  extreme 
measures.  Our  union  may  be  compared  to  a com- 
mercial partnership.  Some  omissions  of  duty  and 
acts  of  unkindness  may  be  forgiven;  many  errors  of 
judgment  may  be  overlooked  and  forgotten;  but,  if 
there  be  a transgression  which  in  its  very  nature  is 
beyond  forgiveness,  and  requires  resistance,  it  con- 
sists in  admitting  into  the  concern  new  and  unex- 
pected partners,  in  such  manner  as  to  change  the 
principles  of  the  partnership  itself  and  destroy  the 
rights  of  the  original  owners. 

We  are  bound  by  oath  to  support  the  constitution 
©f  the  United  States.  The  duty  imposed  is  to  up- 
hold. not  to  impair  and  weaken  it.  Our  obligation 
is  as  solemn  to  maintain  the  powers  confided  to  this 
government  as  to  forbear  the  exercise  of  those 
Avhich  belong  to  others.  The  amendment  on  your 
table  opposes  no  state  right.  Gentlemen  require 
us  to  admit  that  Missouri  is  a state,  and  then  demon- 
strate quite  clearly  that  we  ought  not  to  interfere 
with  her  municipal  regulations.  That  Missouri,  at 
some  period,  will  become  a state  in  this  union  I 
have  no  doubt;  but  that  she  will  ever  be  admitted 
by  an  American  congress  without  recognizing  “the 
fundamental  principles  of  civil  and  religious  liber- 
ty,” I cannot  believe.  Possessing,  as  we  do,  both 
a moral  and  constitutional  right  to  require  of  Mis- 
souri a provision  against  slavery,  as  a condition  of 
her  admission — if  we  fail  to  exert  it,  we  shall  justly 
incur  the  reproach  of  our  cotemporaries,  and  the 
malediction  of  posterity. 


Ohio  Canal. 

tn  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  house  of 
representatives  of  Ohio,  Gov.  Brown  has  addressed 
<8  them  a message,  communicating  his  ideas  and 


opinions  on  the  practicability  of  connecting  the  wa- 
ters of  lake  Erie  and  Ohio  river  by  a canal.  The 
length  of  the  message  compels  us  to  dispense  with 
its  publication  entire  in  our  paper,  at  present.  We 
therefore  give  the  following  absiract,  as  embracing 
some  ofthe  most  prominent  features  of  the  message;' 

I'he  governor  proposes  tiiree  several  sites,  as 
practicable  for  the  contemplated  canal— The  first 
through  tiie  nortlieastern  part  of  the  state,  and 
part  of  Pennsylvania — . he  second,  tlirougli  the 
Miami  country — t he  third,  along  the  eastern  bank 
of  the  Scioto  river.  Owing  to  the  want  ofthe  re- 
quisite mathematical  demonstrations,  he  is  unable 
to  give  a decided  preference  to  eitiier  route:  But, 
keeping  in  /iew  at  the  same  ti  ne  expediency, 
utility,  and  expense, -we  mink  he  seems  to  favor  the 
one  last  mentioned.  He  recommends  an  accurate 
examination  and  survty  of^hese  routes,  and  an  es- 
timate of  their  respective  costs.  He  sug-gests  tliat 

transverse  canal,  fed  from  the  waters  of  the  great 
Miami,  Scioto,  and  L'lcking,  might  probably  be  ex- 
tended from  Greenville  to  Zanesville.” 

"Fhe  governor  is  of  opinion  that  three  millions  of 
dollars  will  be  a perfectly  safe  calculation  for  its  ex- 
pense, should  our  canal  be  equally  large  and  deep 
with  that  in  New  York.  For  the  purpose  of  defray- 
ing this  expense,  he  proposes  purchasing  from  the 
United  States  (say)  four  millions  of  acres  ofthe 
land  in  the  north  western  part  of  this  state,  to  which 
the  Indian  title  has  recently  been  extinguished, 
which  he  thinks  may  be  had  at  one  dollar  per  acre: 
But  this  land  not  to  be  offered  for  sale,  until  the 
contemplated  canal  be  completed;  when  the  most 
moderate  calculator  will  not  rate  the  land  at  less 
than  three  dollars  per  acre.  I'he  money  for  com- 
pleting the  canal,  may,  he  thinks,  be  borrowed  on  a 
pledge  of  the;  land,  or  the  faith  ofthe  state,  for  se- 
ven years,  at  7 per  cent,  per  annum— but  deems  it 
unadvisable  to  borrow  faster  than  the  progress  of 
the  work  may  require.  The  sales  of  these  lands, 
he  calculates,  will  far  more  than  defray  all  the  ex- 
penses ofthe  canal;  which,  when  finished,  will  yield 
to  our  state  treasury,  annually,  a very  handsome  in- 
come. 

Gov.  Brown  intimates  that  a second  canal  may 
be  cut  through  the  above  tract  of  four  millions,  irs 
a different  direction  from  the  first,  which  would 
nearly  double  the  value  of  the  whole  tract,  and  af-< 
ford  additional  millions  for  improvements  of  every 
kind  of  internal  communication  throughout  the 
state,  [ Olive  Branch. 


THE  METHOmST  EPISCOPAL  SOCIETT. 

The  following  statement  exhibits  the  number  of 
white  and  colored  communications  in  the  M ethodist 
episcopal  church  in  the  United  States,  in  1819.  It 
is  taken  from  the  last  minutes,  viz. 


Whites, 

Colored, 

Total. 

Ohio  conference. 

28,361 

773 

29,134 

Missouri 

do. 

4,580 

184 

4,764 

Tennessee 

do. 

18,987 

1,689 

20,676 

Mississippi 

do. 

1,959 

412 

2,371 

S’th  Carolina  do. 

21,059 

11,587 

32,646 

Virginia 

do. 

17,234 

5,351 

22,585 

Baltimore 

do. 

24,828 

9,261 

34,089 

Philadelphia  do. 

24,635 

8,161 

32,796 

New- York 

do. 

21,183 

1,455 

22,638 

New-Engl’nd  do. 

15,149 

163 

15,312 

Genesee 

do. 

23,775 

138 

23,913 

Total, 

201,750 

39,174 

240,924 

Total  in  1819, 

229,627 

Increase  in  1819 

11,29'^ 

NILES’  WEEKLY  REGISTBE. 

Nkw  skries.  No.  2— Vol.  V[.]  BALTIMORE,  MARCH  11, 1820.  [No.  2~Vol.  XVIIT.  M^holeNo.  444 

THE  PAST THE  PUESENT FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

EDITED  AND  PUBLISHED  BY  H.  NILES,  AT  $5  PER  ANNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANCE, 


' O^The  bills  for  the  admission  of  Maine  andMis- 
sotiri  into  the  union,  have  been  respectively  sign- 
ed by  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  be- 
come laws.  '(  he  latter  without  restriction  as  to 
slavery,  but  containing  the  provision  to  prevent  its 
further  extension, /oreuer,  north  of  36^  deg.  north 
la’-itude,  except  within  that  state. 

We  shall  proceed  leisurely  to  record  some  of  the 
speeches,  as  originally  proposed,  on  the  Missouri 
question:  but  at  present,  and  for  a week  or  two  to 
come,  the  major  part  of  our  pages  will  be  monopo- 
lized by  Mr.  Crawford’s  report  on  a national  cur- 
rency— a matter,  now,  of  more  immediate  interest. 
The  proceedings  of  congress,  however,  in  relation 
to  the  former  subject,  are  given  at  length,  and  con- 
cluded in  this  sheet. 

There  are  a great  many  articles  on  hand  which 
we  desire  to  publish,  and  not  a few  subjects  that  we 
ourselves  are  prepared  to  say  something  about 
as  soon  as  the  room  for  them  can  be  had. 

(L/’A  very  important  bill  has  passed  the  senate 
of  the  United  States.  It  changes  the  mode 
qf  disposing  of  the  public  lands  from  credit  to  cash 
sales — a measure  which,  we  are  very  well  satisfied, 
will  be  highly  advantageous  to  us  in  every  respect. 
Especially  beneficially  to  the  government  as  to  the 
receipt  of  its  dues,  and  profitable  to  the  new 
states  and  territories,  by  preventing  the  excessive 
speculations  and  severe  drains  of  money  to  which 
they  now  are  liable. 

Fro7ti  England,  by  an  ai’rival  at  New-York,  Lon- 
don papers,  to  the  18th  of  January,  have  been  re- 
ceived. They  contain  nothing  of  much  interest,  and 
in  the  extracts  presented  to  us,  not  a word  is  said 
about  reform  or  the  reformers,  except  that  sir  Fran- 
cis Burdett  was  to  be  tried  upon  the  ex-officio  infor 
mation  filed  against  him  for  his  letter  to  the  elec- 
tors of  Westminster,  on  the  murders  at  Manchester, 
and  that  sir  Charles  Wolesly,  major  Cartwright,  Mr. 
Wooler,  and  others,  were  also  to  be  tried  for  alleg- 
ed illegal  proceedings  at  Birmingham  and  Lancas- 
ter. 

The  winter  has  been  very  severe — the  ice  at 
Woolwich  was  five  feet  thick -the  mail  coaches 
were  interrupted  by  the  depth  of  the  snow  in  Scot- 
land, which  was  from  six  to  fifteen  feet  deep!  The 
provincial  papers  are  said  to  be  chiefly  filled  with 
accounts  of  the  distresses  of  the  poor. 

France  is  quiet — Soult  has  received  his  marshal’® 
baton  of  the  king,  andjVand,amme  is  permitted  to  re* 
turn.  The  bank  has  a great  deal  of  money  unem’ 
ployed,  in  consequence  of  the  iimitted  applications 
for  discount. 

Ireland  is  much  disturbed— and  martial  law  pre- 
vails in  several  districts. 

In  Germany  great  injur)'  has  been  done  by  an 
inundation  of  the  Rhine.  The  territory  of  Carls- 
ruhe  was  almost  wholly  under  water. 

The  ninth  book  of  the  memoirs  of  Napoleon, 
written  by  himself,  have  been  published  at  Paris — 
2000  copies  were  sold  in  one  day,  and  on  the  next, 
the  remainder  of  the  edition  v/as  seized  by  the  po- 
lice. ^ 

Vqi-.  XVIII.- 3. 


We  shall  overhaul  theiee  papers,  and  though  they 
do  not  contain  any  news,  perhaps  glean  from  them 
some  miscellaneous  articles  of  interest. 

Spain,  There  is  abundant  confirmation  of  the  ge- 
neral amount  of  the  late  news  of  a revolt  of  the  ar- 
my in  Spain,  though  more  recent  accounts  from 
that  country  have  not  been  received.  The  effect  of 
these  proceedings  are  yet  to  be  knowm 

South  America,  We  learn  from  BuenOs  Ayres, 
that  the  Monteneros,  under  Ramirez,  Lopez  and 
Carrera,  and  the  Buenos  Ayrean  army,  under  the 
director  Rondeau,  were  withiii  a few  leagues  of 
each  other,  and  a battle  daily  ertpected.  The  Com- 
munication with  Chili  was  cut  off  Artigas’  party  ap- 
pears to  have  been  much  strengthened  of  late,  and 
the  civil  war  in  the  provinces  of  Rio  de  la  Plata 
seems  very  far  from  being  at  an  end.  Lord  Coch- 
rane had  failed  in  two  attacks  on  the  Spanish  fleet 
at  Callao.  We  hear  much  of  plots,  conspiracies  and 
arrests.  The  hext  arrival  will  probably  give  us 
some  interesting  particulars.  It  is  supposed  tiiat^he 
Spanish  74,  St.  i elmo,  which  sailed  from  Cadiz  for 
Peru,  has  been  last  off  Cape  Horn,  ahd  the  whole 
crew  perished. 


The  Slave  Question 

This  “distracting  question,”  as  it  was  emphati- 
cally called  by  a member  of  the  senate  of  the  U. 
States,  and  which  has  so  long  excited  the  hopes 
and  fears  of  every  patriot  in  the  union,  has  at  last 
been  settled.  Very  few,  perhaps,  are  entirely 
pleased  with  the  manner  of  its  adjustment;  but 
most  persons  are  gratified  that  it  has  "been  adjusted 
amicably — for,  certainly,  it  was  a matter  of  mure 
serious  importance  than  any  other  ever  betbre  sub- 
mitted to  the  consideration  of  congress,  since  the 
formation  of  the  constitution:  presenting  a conflict 
of  interests  as  to  real  or  honestly  presumed  rights, 
and  affecting  us  all  geographically.  I Was  among 
the  first,  I believe,  who  espoused,  and  the  only  edi- 
tor that  I know  of  who  openly  advocated,  a’ com- 
promise, and  recommended  a recurrence  to  that 
spirit  of  conciliation  which  prevailed  when  our 
constitution  was  adopted.— not  because,  that  I my- 
self had  any  doubt  as  to  the  power  of  congress  to 
impose  the  contemplated  restriction  on  Missouri, 
but  for  the  reason  that,  in  this  extreme  case,  I would 
waive  the  full  exertion  of  uuch  power,  rather  than 
jeopardize  the  harmony  and  perpetuity  of  xhe  sys- 
tem of  government  under  which  we  live,  so  liRppily 
fitted  to  secure  the  best  interests  of  the  American 
family.  Not  that!  would  make  a bargain  with  ini- 
quity, (as  some,  ©n  both  sides,  thought  that  a com- 
promise must  needs  be) — but  a choice  of  evils  be- 
ing presented,  it  seemed  wise  to  accept  the  least 
of  them,  as  congress  finally  agreed  to  do.  Many 
gentlemen,  and  arhong  them  several  warm  personal 
friends,  some  in  favor  of  and  some  opposed  to  re- 
striction, disapproved  of  the  course  pursued  in  the 
Register;  but  I now  flatter  myself,  thiil  they  will 
very  soon  be  generally  pleased  with  the  principle 
of  compromise — considei’ing  it  as  the  only  manner 
in  which  the  great  question  could  have  been  peace- 
ably settled.  But  let  it  not  be  understood  from 
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this,  that  1 either  wish  to  draw  geopraphical  lines 
through  the  republic,  or  am  contented  with  that 
which  necessity  has  drawn.  It  is  not  worth  while, 
however,  to  speak  of  these  things  now  the  ob- 
ject of  all  should  be  to  restore  to  the  people  and 
their  representatives,  that  good  understanding  and 
friendly  communication  which  existed  before  the 
proposed  restriction  was  agitated.  Neither  of  the 
great  interests  in  the  union  can  claim  a victory  over 
the  other;  and  political  power  will  soon  rest  where 
the  effective  population  is  located. 

I'he  votes  on  this  question  conclusively  prove 
that  a large  majority  in  both  houses,  were  of  opinion 
that  congress  holds  a constitutional  right  tw  inhibit 
slavery  in  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  with- 
out their  original  limits;  though  many,  adverse  to 
the  restriction  on  Missouri,  may  have  thought  it 
inexpedient  to  impose  such  restriction  The  ter- 
ritory north  of  36;^  degrees  north  latitude,  if  “foti- 
EV£ii*’  forbidden  to  be  peopled  with  slaves,  except 
in  the  state  of  Missouri.  I he  right  then,  to  inhibit 
slavery  in  any  of  the  territories,  is  clearly  and  com- 
pletely acknowledged,  and  it  is  conditioned  as  to 
some  of  them,  that  even  when  they  become  states^ 
slavcrv  shall  be  “forever”  prohibited  in  them. 
There*  is  no  hardship  in  this— the  territories  belong 
to  the  t inted  States,  and  the  goyernment  may 
rightf.illy  prescribe  the  terms  on  which  it  will  dis- 
pose of  the  public  lands.  This  great  point  was 
agreed  to  in  the  senate,  33  votes  to  li,  and  in  the 

house  ofrepresentatives,by  l34to42,or  by 

139  to  37* --and  we  trust  that  it  is  determined  “for- 
ever,” in  respect  to  the  countries  now  subject  to 
the  legislation  of  the  general  government.  It  is 
true,  the  compromise  is  supported  only  by  the  let- 
ter of  a law,  repealable  by  the  authority  which 
enacted  it;  but  the  circumstances  of  the  case  give 
to  this  law  a mom^y’orce  equal  to  that  ot  a positiv^ 
provision  of  the  constitution;  and  we  do  not  hazard 
any  thing  by  saying,  that  the  constitution  exists  in 
its  observance.  Both  parties  have  sacrificed  much 
to  conciliation — we  wish  to  iee  the  compact  kept 
in  good  faith,  and  trust  that  a kind  Providence  will 
open  the  way  to  relieve  us  of  an  evil  which  every 
good  citizen  deprecates  as  tue  supreme  curse  of 
tins  country.  In  the  acquisition  of  new  territories 
(say  of  Florida,  the  only  new  territory  tliat  we  ever 
wisii  to  see  added,  taking  the  line  as  fixed  by  the 
late  treaty  with  Spain  for  our  boundary  west,)  the 
question  may  be  partially  revived  - but  sufficient 
for  the  day  is  the  evil  thereof:— And,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  Florida,  we  trust  that  a sound  discretion 
will  check  the  desire  of  obtaining  more  land.  Our 
territory  isalready  large  enoughy  and  the  dispersion 
of  our  population  must  be  measurably  restrained, 
that  the  physical  power  of  the  nation  may  be  pre- 
served. 

A few  general  remarks  on  slavery  in  the  United 
States,  and  on  the  humane  as  well  as  the  political 
principles  involved  in  the  late  discussion,  may  not 
be  inapplicable  here. 

* Of  the  forty -two  gentlemen  who  voted  against 
the  compromise  in  the  house  of  representatives, 
Messrs-  Adams,  Allen,  Mass.  BiUfum,  Folger  and 
Gross,  of  N.  Y.  diil  so  because  they  were  in  favor  of 
an  entire  restriction  on  all  the  country  west  of  the 
Mississippi,  except  in  the  state  of  Louisiana— and 
the  37  others  united  with  the  preceding,  because 
opposed  io  any  restriction  whatever.  Of  the  37— 
1 was  from  Maryland,  18  from  Virginia,  6 from 
North  Carolina,  4 from  South  Carolina,  4 from 
Georgia,  1 from  Kentucky,  2 from  Tennessee. 


It  is  quite  certain,  and  manifest  to  every  man  of 
observation,  that  a principle  opposed  to  slavery 
is  making  daily  advanpes  in  the  United  States. 
Few,  if  any,  are  bold  enough  to  advocate  the  prac- 
tice as  being  right  in  itself,  or  dare  to  justify  it,  ex- 
cept on  the  broad  plea  of  necessity: —the  blacks 
were  imposed  upon  us  without  our  consent,  and  the 
maniigement  or  disposal  of  th  em  is  a matter  of  most 
serious  concern.  Their  numerical  force  is  justly 
feared  in  several  of  the  states,  and  a day  of  dreadful 
conflict  as  looked  to  as  a probable  event.  To  keep 
this  off  as  long  as  possible,  many  efforts  are  made 
to  continue  the  blacks  in  abject  ignorance,  and 
render  them  mere  laboring  machines,  with  never- 
theless, a general  amelioration  of  their  condition  in 
other  respects;  they  are  much  better  fed  and  cloth- 
ed, and  more  kindly  treated,  than  formerly,  and  I 
believe  that  nothing  but  an  apprehension  of  their 
power  prevents  their  emancipation  as  rapidly,  as,  I 
believe,  would  be  consistent  with  their  good 
or  our  own.  It  cannot  be  pretended  that  they  are 
fitted  at  once  to  be  let  loose  on  society;  and  the 
impediments  in  their  march  to  respectability  are 
almost  insuperable,  oraccount  of  the  prejudice  a- 
gainst  their  color.  This  is  the  grand  difference  be- 
tween them  and  us;  and,  however  they,  may  ad- 
vance to  what  we  consider  the  point  of  perfection 
as  to  color,  if  still  shut  out  from  the  rights  of  free- 
men they  must  remain  as  negroes,  and  associate 
only  with  the  bb.cks.  A distinguished  gentlemen 
from  one  of  the  southern  stales,  filling  one  of  the 
highest  offices  in  the  government  of  the  U.  Statc-s, 
in  areeent  conversation  with  me, suggested  the  idea 
and  powerfully  maintained  it,  that  a grade  of  color^ 
should  be  fixed  in  all  the  slave  holding  states,  at 
which  a person  should  be  declared  free,  and  entit- 
led to  all  the  rights  of  a citizen,  even  if  born  of  a 
slave.  He  said,  and  I believe  justly,  that  this  act 
would  separate  all  such  persons  from  the  negro 
race,  and  present  a very  considerable  check  to  the 
progress  of  the  black  population,  giving  them  at 
the  same  time  new  interests  and  feeling.s.  It  ap- 
pears to  me,  that  this  would  do  more  to  relieve  us 
of  the  evils  of  slavery  than  fifty  colonization  socie- 
tiest  It  would  also  haV-e  a powerful  tendency  to  pre- 
serve order  among  the  slaves  themselves,  so  far  as 
to  prevent  combinations  to  commit  acts  of  violencev 
The  children  of  those  thus  emancipated,  even  if 
the  parents  should  not  be  wholly  fitted  for  it,  would 
come  into  society  with  advantages  nearly  equal  to 
those  of  the  poorer  classes  of  white  people,  and 
might  work  their  way  to  independence  as  well,  with- 
out any  counteracting  detriment  to  the  public  good^ 
that  I am  aware  of.  X just  pride  would  be  excit- 
ed, and  lead  them  to  maintain  the  elevated  ground 
on  which  they  stood,  for  the  benefit  of  themselves 
;and  their  posterity. 

But  the  great  check  to  the  progress  of  the  slave 
population  in  the  United  States,  I apprehend  is  to 
be  found  in  the  general  condition  of  things*  It  is 
indubitable,  that  the  demand  for  several  of  our  great 
staples  chiefly  derivedfrom  the  labor  of  slaves,  will 
fail  to  produce  anything  like  their  former  profits — 
I allude  chiefly  to  cotton,  tobacco  and  rice,  and 
after  a while,  sugar.  It  is  a fact,  that  the  cotton  now 
raised  in  different  parts  of  the  world,  is  quite  equal 
to  the  wants  of  the  world  to  consume,  or  its  capa- 
city to  purchase.  The  "whole  cotton  crop  of  the 
United  States  is  raised  on  less  than  a million  of 
acres,  according  to  Mr.  Coxe’s  memoir,  and  the 
greatest  amount  exported,  (85  millions  lbs.)  accord- 
ing to  a writer  in  the  National  Intelligencer,  at 
2501b.  t0  the  acre,  on  531  square  miles,  or  339,84® 
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acres  f Admit  that  Mr.  Coxe,  whose  estimation  is 
much  hig-her  than  the  other,  is  correct,  and  it  will 
appear  that  all  our  cotton  is  raised  on  about  ^ tivo 
hnndreih  part  of  the  cotton  region  of  the  United 
States,  which  probably,  of  itself,  is  sufficient  to 
supply  the  world,  if  fully  populated  to  raise  the  ar- 
ticle, though  a very  small  part  of  the  world  which 
is  capable  of  producing  it.  The  teeming  millions 
of  the  East  Indies  only,  (to  say  nothing  Os  other  im- 
mense tracts  of  country  in  Asia  and  Europe,  Atex- 
ico  and  South  America)  can  produce  enough  to 
supply  two  worlds  like  this,  and  tliat  they  will 
furnish  the  majority  of  the  quantity  used  in  Europe 
cannot  be  doubted,  because  labor  is  much  cheaper 
there  than  in  the  United  States,  even  if  of  slaves, 
most  scantily  fed  and  badly  provided  for.  1 he 
valley  of  Seres^  in  the  province  of  ancient  Macedo- 
nia, produces  70,000  bales,  of  275lb.  each,  or  near- 
ly 20  millions  of  pounds.  This  lies, in  41  degrees 
north.  '1  he  culture  is  easy,  and  small  children  are 
nearly  as  useful  in  some  parts  of  the  business  as 
adults;  and  they  have  employment  but  a short  time 
in  the  year.  1 therefore  conclude  that  the  giyat 
profits  heretofore  made  upon  cotton  in  the  United 
States,  will  never  return:  and  tliink  the  time  is 
not  far  distant  when  it  will  sell  'or  8 or  10  cents  per 
lb.  unless  protected  for  home  consumption.  South 
America,  emancipated,  will  knock  down  tobacco 
to  a very  low  price — the  progress  of  agriculture,  in 
the  ral-sing  of  corn,  will  supersede  the  use  of  our 
rice,  and  sugar,  even  now,  if  not  protected  by  the 
present  enormous  duty  on  the  foreign  product, 
would  be  a poor  business  in  I.ouisiana. 

E.xcept  for  the  commodities  mentioned,  slave  la 
bor  is  not  desirable  in  the  United  States,  because 
it  is  generally  unprofitable.  A comparison  of  Penn- 
sylvania with  Virginia  certainly  shews  us  that  it  is 
the  labor  of  freemen  which  enriches  a country.  A 
farmer  in  the  former,  with  three  or  four  hands, 
lives  better  and  more  comfortably  and  saves  more 
money,  than  another  in  the  latter  with  four  times  as 
many  slaves.  For  the  work  done  in  the  common 
business  of  agriculture,  the  labor  of  free  persons  is 
by  far  cheaper  than  that  performed  by  slaves. 
There  is  an  intelligence  in  its  details  which  the  slave 
is  not  entrusted  with,  or,  if  known  to  him,  that  he 
lias  no  motive  to  exert. 

For  these  facts  I conclude,  that  the  demand  for 
slave  labor  will  be  exceedingly  checked  in  the 
United  States,  and,  ofcoui*se,  the  wish  to  have  them 
or  desire  to  breed  them,  be  greatly  diminished.  And 
I believe  the  effect  of  these  things  will  be,  that 
Kentucky,  Tennessee  and  J\EssouH,  will,  before  ma- 
ny years,  follow  the  lead  of  Pennsylvania,  See.  and 
cease  to  be  slavehohling  states,  as  well  as  from 
principle  as  from  interest.  In  Kentucky,as  I am  told 
by  several  gentlemen  of  high  standing,  there  is  so 
strong  an  opposition  to  slavery,  that  the  chief  slave 
holdersliave  long  feared  to  call  a convention  to  al- 
ter the  constitution,  though  much  desired,  lest 
measures  should  be  adopted  that  might  lead  to  a 
gradual  emancipation,  'fennessee  has  not  many 
slaves,  and  they  are  but  little  approved  of  in  this 
state.  If  the  culture  of  cotton  fails,  they  will  hard- 
ly be  desired  by  any,  as  ordinary  laborers.  They 
cannot  easily  be  profitable  in  Missouri,  and  the  in- 
flux of  a free  population  may  soon  forbid  the 
further  introduction  of  slaves,  even  if  tiie  con- 
stitution now  to  be  formed  shall  admit  such  intro- 
duction, which  there  is  some  reason  to  hope  will 
not  be  the  case. 

Much  more  might  be  said  in  favor  of  tlie  opinions 
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herein  advanced — but  the  reasons  of  them  will  oc- 
cur to  most  persons  who  take  the  trouble  to  ex- 
amine the  subject,  awd  Itiiink  they  will  agree  with 
me,  that  the  slave  population  will  not  advance  in  the 
ratio  tiiat  it  has  done. 


CONGRESS. 

IX  THE  SENATE. 

March  2.  Other  business  being  transacted,  to  be 
noticed  in  its  progress,  &c — 

A message  from  the  house  of  representatives  an- 
nounced the  passage  of  the  jMissouri  bill,  so  long  de- 
bated in  that  body  and  passed  with  a restriction  as 
to  slavery. 

The  bill  was,  On  motion  of  Mr.  liarbmr,  immedi- 
ately taken  up  and  read  a first  and  second  time;  and 
at  his  instance  also,  was  then  forthwith  taken  up  a» 
in  committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Barbour  then  moved  to  amend  the  bill  by 
striking  out  the  proviso  requiring  the  new  state  to 
interdict  slavery  within  its  limits.  The  subject  he 
said,  had  been  so  fully  discussed,  and  so  often  pas- 
sed upon,  and  the  yeas  and  nays  recorded  on  it,  that 
he  thought  it  unnecessary  to  say  any  thing  on  the 
subject:  and  he  should  forbear  even  the  asking  for 
the  yeas  and  nays  upon  it. 

Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  said  he  was  perfectly 
ready  to  concur  in  the  sentiment  expressed  by  the 
gentleman  from  Virginia.  He  had  no  idea  of  pro- 
ducing delay  in  bringing  this  matter  to  a conclu- 
sion, which  only  would  be  the  effect  of  discussion^ 
but  was  ready  to  concur  in  any  course  which  would 
lead  to  its  speedy  termination. 

Mr.  Horsey  said,  that,  having  been  necessarily  ab- 
sent when  this  question  was  before  decided,  he 
wished  now  to  be  indulged  with  an  opportunity  of 
recording  his  vote. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  accordingly  ordered  to 
be  taken,  and  stood  as  follows: 

YEAS. — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Edwafds,  Elliot, 
Gail  lard,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  ofKen.  Johnson  ofLou.  Kingj 
of  Alab.  Lanrnan,  Leake  Lloyd,  Lo^an,  Macon,  Parrott,  Pink- 
ney, Pleasants,  Smitli,  Stokes,  Thomas.  Van  Dyke,  Walker  of 
Alab.  Walker  of  Geo.  Williams  of  Miss.  Wiiliaoisot  Ten. — 27 

NAY^S.— Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  King  of  N.  Y.  Low- 
rie,  Mellen,  Morril,  Noble,  Otis,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sandford, 
Taylor,  Trimble,  Wilsoiu— 15. 

xMr.  Thomas  then  proposed  to  amend  the  bill  by 
inserting  therein  a section  declaring  the  inliibition 
of  slavery  in  the  territories  of  the  United  States  north 
of  36  degrees  30  minutes  north  latitude  (the  same 
as  was  previously  proposed  by  the  senate  to  be  ad- 
ded to  the  Maine  bill.) 

This  motion  was  agreed  to,  without  debate. 

The  amendments  were  then  reported  from  the 
committee  of  the  whole,  and  the  first  of  them  wa.<5 
concurred  in  without  a division. 

To  the  second  (Mr.  Thomas' s)M\\  Trimble  \>vo- 
posed  an  amendment,  which  urns,  to  strike  out  the 
part  thereof  descriptive  of  the  territory  from  which 
slavery  is  to  be  excluded,  and  in  lieu  thereof,  to  in- 
sert the  following: 

“All  that  part  of  Louisiana  we.stof  the  Mississip- 
pi, ceded  by  France  to  the  United  States,  except 
the  state  of  Louisiana,  the  territory  included  in  the 
proposed  state  of  Missouri  and  the  Arkansaw  ter- 
ritory east  of  the  17th  of  94th  degree  of  longitude, 
agreeably  to  Mellish’s  map.’^ 

Mr.  Trimble  said  he  would  not  have  offered  this 
amendment,  but  witli  the  hope  that  some  agieement 
might  take  place  between  the  two  houses,  and  in 
the  belief  that  that  amendment  embraced  princi- 
ples on  which  the  two  houses  might  unite  on  this 
subject.  When  we  go  into  the  territory  which  was 
uninliabited  at  the  date  of  the  Jjonisiana  treaty,  and 
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is  yet  uninliabited,  very  few,  he  believed,  enter- 
tained stTuples  as  to  tlie  constitutionality  of  the  re- 
striction. For  his  part,  he  did  not  see  on  what  prin- 
ciple the  constitution  could  be  brought  to  bear  on 
the  subject.  He  had  offered  this  amendment  with 
a view,  should  it  succeed,  to  vote  for  the  bill  in  its 
present  form.  He  had  little  doubt  that  it  contained 
principles  on  which,  were  it  agreed  to,  the  bill 
would  pass  the  other  house;  and  he  was  under  the 
impressdn  that  it  would  not  succeed  on  tlve  princi- 
ple of  the  amendment  of  the  gentleman  from  Illi- 
nois, as  it  now  stood. 

Tlie  quesi  ion  was  then  takerr  without  debate,  on 
Mr.  ' rnnble’s  motion  to  amend  the  antendment,  as 
above  stated,  arul  decided  as  followsi 

YEAS.— Mi’ssrs.  Bunill,  Dan«,  Dickerson,  King  of  N.  Y.  Lan» 
man,  Mfllcn,  Morrill,  Otis,  Ruggles,  Sanford.  Trimble,  Wilson. 
— 12, 

N AYS  —Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Edwards,  Elliot,  Gail- 
lai  fi.  Horsey,  Johitson  of  Ken.  Johnson  of  Lou.  King  of  Alabama, 
L ;»k",  Ll<  yd  lAigan,  Luwrie,  Macon,  Noble,  Palmer,  Parrott, 
Pit.aij  ’y,  pieasawts,  Roberts,  Smith,  Stokes.  Taylor,  Thomas,  Van 
Dyke,  Walker  of  Alau.  Walker  of  Geo.  Williams  of  Miss'.  Williams 
of  reu.~30. 

Mr.  Tkofnas’  amendment  was  then  concurred  in, 
as  agreed  to  in  committee  of  the  whole. 

And  the  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be 
engrossed,  and  with  the  bill  to  be  read  a third  time: 
it  was  read  a third  time  accordingly,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  house  of  representatives,  requesting 
their  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 

d'he  resolution  offered  yesterday  by  Mr.  Trimble, 
for  eaquring  into  the  expediency  of  abolishing  the 
.system  of  trading  houses  with  the  Indian  tribes,  was 
agreed  to,  nem.  con. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  bill  for  taking  the 
fourth  census  of  the  people  of  the  United  States, 
and  made  some  progress  therein. 

5 March  3.  A message  v/as  received  from  the 
house  of  representatives,  that  the  house  had  con- 
curred in  the  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill 
for  the  admission  of  Missouri  into  the  union. 

Mr.  Thomas,  from  tlie  committee  of  conference 
on  the  Maine  bill,  reported  a recommendation  of  a 
verbal  alteration,  necessary  to  conform  it  to  the 
existing  state  of  things;  winch  was  agreed  to,  and 
the  house  of  representatives  informed  accordingly. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  King,  of  N.  Y.  the  memorial  of 
major-general  Andrew  Jackson  was  taken  up,  and 
considerable  debate  took  place;  which  ended,  how- 
ever, in  those  who  had  opposed  the  printing  wav- 
ing their  opposition  to  it.  Those  who  supported 
the  motion  for  printing  the  same,  were  Messrs. 
King,  of  N.  York,  Wilson,  Morril,  Lawnan,  Pinkney, 
Eaton  and  Smith;  and  those  who  at  fit  st  opposed  it, 
but  withdrew  their  opposition  on  explanation  of 
some  passages  in  it,  and  on  understanding  that  no 
further  proceeding  was  proposed  with  regard  to  it, 
were  Messrs.  Walker,  of  Georgia,  Dana  and  Burrill. 
I'lie  memorial  was  then  ordered  to  be  printed. 

An  engrossed  bill,  for  the  relief  of  Walter  Chan- 
ning,  was  passed  by  the  senate — after  which  the  se- 
nate went  into  the  con. si  derat  ion  ef  executive  bu- 
siness, and  then  adjourned  to  Monday. 

March  6. — ^Nothing  interesting  transacted  this 
day,  except  after  making  some  amendments  to  the 
bill  for  taking  the  fourtli  census,  which  involved 
none  of  its  important  principles,  it  was  ordered  to 
a third  reading. 

March  7.  A considerable  quantity  of  business 
of  a preparatory  nature,  was  transacted  this  day; 
among  which, 

I'lie  report  of  the  committee  of  claims  unfavora- 
ble to  the  petition  of  sundry  inhabitants  of  Michi- 
gan, playing  indemnity  for  certain  losses  sustain- 
in  the  late  war,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 


I Alter  making  some  amendments  thereto,  the 
I senate  ordered  to  a third  reading,  the  bill  making 
payment  for  horses,  2cc.  lost  in  the  Seminole 
war. 

March  8.  The  important  bill  for  changing  the 
mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  from  credit 
to  cash  sales,  was  discussed  at  large,  and  finally  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  bill  to  suspend  for  a further  time  the  for- 
feiture of  lands  for  non-payment,  See.  was  also  tak- 
en up,  and  ordered,  pari  passu  with  the  former 
bill,  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

HOUSE  OF  REPnESENTATlVES. 

Thursday,  March  i.  Mr.  James  Woodson  Bates 
the  delegate  from  the  territory  of  Arkansas,  ap- 
peared this  day  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Pinckney,  irova  the  select  committee  appoint- 
ed on  the  subject,  reported  a bill  to  restore  to  all 
the  states  which  have,  in  cessions  emitted  to  retain 
the  same,  the  jurisdiction  of  the  territory  ceded  to 
the  United  States,  for  forts,  arsenals,  dock-yards, 
and  barracks,  so  far  as  respects  the  execution  of 
their  state  laws  for  the  prevention  and  punishment 
of  crimey,  and  recovery  of  debts;  which  was  twice 
read  and  committed. 

The  bills  to  appoint  a register  and  receiver  of 
public  monies,  in  Uawrence  county,  Arkansas,  w^as 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Rhea,  the  committee  on  pen- 
sions and  revolutionary  claims  were  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  reviving  and  con- 
tinuing in  force  the  revolutionary  ■^pension  act  of 
April  10,  1806;  which  was  revived  in  1812,  and  con- 
tinued six  years. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Bateman,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  judiciary 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  re- 
quiring by  law,  the  marshals  of  the  several  districts, 
in  selling  real  estate  by  virtue  of  execution,  to  hold 
such  sale  in  the  city  or  county  in  which  such  real  es- 
tate shall  be  situate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
required  to  communicate  to  this  house,  the  state  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  on  the  first  day  of 
March,  June,  and  December  last. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  stating  that  no  progress  had  been 
made  in  surveying  certain  parts  of  the  coast  of 
North  CaVolina,  in  consequence  of  the  board  of  en- 
gineers having  been  engaged  last  year  on  the  east- 
ern coast — but  that  during  the  ensuing  summer, 
such  survey  would  be  made,  &c. 

Mr.  Smith  of  Maryland,  moved  that  the  house 
should,  by  general  consent,  agree  now  to  take  up 
(out  of  its  order)  the  navy  appropriation  bill.  This 
motion  being  lost; 

Mr.  S.  moved  to  postpone  the  preceding  orders 
of  the  day,  for  the  purpose  of  taking  up  the  said 
bill.  This  motion  was  agreed  to;  and 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the;  whole,  Mr.  J\''elson,  of  Virginia,  in  the  chair, 
on  the  appropriation  bills. 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and  after  objecting  to  this 
mode  of  getting  at  important  bills,  moved  that  the 
committee  should  immediately  rise.  Mr.  Smith,o? 
Md.  said,  that  the  due  notice  had  been  given;  and 
that  the  public  service  was  suffering  for  the  want 
of  appropriations.  Mr.  Clay  also  wished  the  com- 
mittee to  rise  The  bills  before  the  committee 
were  those  on  which  the  great  question  was  to  be 
decided,  of  how  the  deficit  in  the  treasury,  whe 
ther  by  taxes,  loans,  or  otherwise,  was  to  be  sup- 
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plied.  The  house  was  not  now  in  a moral  condi- 
tion for  the  consideration  of  such  questions.  He 
not  only  wished  the  Missouri  bill  to  be  first  finally 
disposed  of,  but  really  he  wanted  a day’s  rest  for  the 
body  as  well  as  the  mind,  after  the  settlement  of 
this  ag'itating  and  laborious  subject, 
f.  And  the  committee  rose  and  had  leave  to  sit 
again.  The  house  then  went  into  a committee  of 
the  whole  on  the  bills  establishing  U.  States  courts 
in  Maine  and  Alabapia,  and  made  some  progress 
therein. 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate  an- 
nouncing that  they  had  passed  the  Missouri  bill, 
with  an  amendment,  which  amendment  was,  in  sub- 
stance to  strike  out  the  slavery  restriction,  and  in- 


from  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States  wes 
the  Mississippi,  north  of  36'^  30’  north  latitude, 
oept -within  the  proposed  state  of  Missouri. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  H'ohneSy  this  message  was 
on  the  table  long  enough  to  give  him  an  opportu- 
nity to  make  a report  from  the  comnjittee  of  con- 
ference. 


souri  bill  the  restriction  upon  the  state;  and  3dly  to 
insert  a restriction  on  all  the  territory  north 
degrees  30  minutes. 

A motion  was  made  and  carried  to  lay  the  report 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  then  moved  to  print  the  report. 

This  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Lotvndes^  on  the 
ground  that  it  would  imply  a determination  in  the 
house  to  delay  a decision  of  the  subject  torday, 
which  he  had  hoped  the  house  was  fully  prepared  for. 

Some  conversation  passed  on  this  motion  between 
Mr.  Taylor-  and  Mr.  Ijotvndesy  on  the  propriety  of 
proceeding  to  act  in  this  house  on  the  recommen- 
dation of  the  committee,  before  the  senate  had 
given  the  pledge  required  of  them  of  first  adopting 
the  report  by  receding  from  the  amendments  to  the 
Maine  bill,  in  which  Mr.  Taylor  opposed  the  pro- 
ceeding, and  Mr.  Lovmdes  was  in  favor  of  it;  inas- 
much as  it  would  be  wrong  to  put  in  jeopardy  a 
satisfactory  settlement  of  this  question,  from  an  ad- 
herence to  a mere  point  of  etiquette  and  order:  that 
the  house  could  not  fear  that  the  senate  would 
adopt  the  recommendation  to  recede  from  their 
amendments,  as  the  committee  of  conference  was 
unanimous  in  their  report,  with  the  exception  of 
one  member  from  this  house,  [M\\[Taylor'\,  and  be- 
cause further  as  the  disposition  of  the  senate  to 
admit  Maine,  cannot  be  doubted,  they  would  have 
no  motive  to  adhere  to  their  amendments  if  this 
house  should  adopt  the  report,  &c. 

A long  debate  took  place  on  the  question  of 
printing,  or  rather  on  the  question,  whether  this 
house  should  act  on  the  2d  and  3d  propositions  of 
the  committee  of  conference  before  the  senate  had 
acted  on  the  1st.  Those  against  acting  immediate, 
ly,  and  in  favor  of  the  printing,  were  Messrs.  Taylor^ 
Livermore  and  Whitman.  Those  who  opposed  the 
printing  were  Messrs.  Loxvndes,  Holmes^  Kinsey^ 
Storrs,  Randolph,  Broxvn,  Strother,  Campbell,  and 
Parker  of  Va. 

The  debate  had  continued  about  three  hours, 
wlien  Mr.  Beecher  withdrew  his  motion. 

The  house  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  Missouri  bill. 
f The  question  w;is  divided  so  as  first  to  be  taken 
on  striking  out  the  restriction. 


Mr.  Lorvndes  briefly  supported  the  compromise 
and  earnestly  urged  a decision  of  the  question 
which  would  give  tranquility  to  the  country.  Mr. 
Holmes  followed  to  nearly  the  same  eflect.  ’''r 
Adams,  of  Mass,  spoke  in  favor  of  the  restriction.* 
Messrs.  Kinsey,  Stevens  ./Ifercer  explained  at 
large,  why  they  should  vote  against  the  state  re- 
striction and  in  favor  of  the  territorial  restriction. 
A call  for  the  previous  question  being  sustained— 
1 he  main  question  was  put  on  concurring  with 
the  senate  in  strikiiig  out  of  the  bill  the  slavery  re- 
striction on  the  state  of  Missouri,  and  decided  in  the 
affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Tor  c:o7Jct/m’n^— -Messrs. 


Abbot 

Alexander 


Floyd 

Foot 


Pindall 

Quarles 


r Allen,  Tenn. 

Fullerton 

Randolph 

f Anderson 

Garnett 

Rankin 

. Archer,  Md. 

Hall,  N.  C, 

Reed 

Archer,  Va. 

Hardin 

Rhea 

Baldwin 

Hill 

Ringgold 

. Barbour 

Holmes 

Robertson 

. Bayly 

Hooks 

Settle 

Bloomfield 

Johnson 

Shaw 

. Brevard 

Jones,  Va, 

Simpkins 

. Brown 

Jones,  Tenn. 

Slocumb 

: Bryan 

Kent 

Smith,  N.  J. 

Burton 

Kinsey 

Smith,  Md. 

1 Burwell  ' 

Little 

B.  Smith,  Va. 

1 Butler,  Lou, 

Lowndes 

A.  Smyth,  Va, 

Cannon 

McCoy 

Smith,  N.  C. 

Cobb 

McCreary 

Stevens 

Cocke 

McLane,  Del, 

Storrs 

Crawford 

McLean,  Ken. 

Strother 

Crowell 

Mason 

Swearingen 

Culbreth 

Meigs 

Terrell 

Culpepper 

Mercer 

Trimble 

Cuthbert 

Metcalf 

Tucker,  Va. 

Davidson 

Neale 

Tucker,  S.  C 

Earle 

Nelson,  Va, 

Tyler 

Eddy 

Newton 

Walker,  N*  C. 

Edwards,  N.  C. 

Overstreet 

W'arfield 

Ervin 

Parker,  Va. 

Williams,  Va. 

Fisher 

Pinckney 

Williams, N.C.  1 

Against  concurring-^ 

•Messrs. 

Adams 

Guy  on 

Patterson 

Allen,  Mass. 

Hackley 

Phelps 

Allen,  N.  Y. 

Hall,  N.  Y. 

Philson 

Baker 

Hazard 

Pitcher 

Bateman 

Hemphill 

Plumer 

Beecher 

Hendricks 

Rich 

Boden 

Herrick 

Richards 

Brush 

Hibsham 

Richmond 

Buffum 

Hiester 

Rogers 

Butler,  N.  H. 

Hostetter 

Ross 

Campbell 

Kendall 

Russ 

Claggett 

Kinsley 

Sampson 

Clark 

Lathrop 

Sergeant 

Cook 

Lincoln 

Silsbee 

Crafts 

Linn 

Sloan 

Cushman 

Livermore 

Southard 

D rlington 

Lyman 

Street 

Dennison 

Maclay 

Strong,  Vt. 

Dewitt 

Mallary 

Strong,  N.  ¥, 

Dickinson 

Marchand 

I'arr 

Dowse 

Meech 

Taylor 

Edwards,  Penn. 

R.  Moore 

Tomlin  sor^ 

Fay 

S.  Moore 

Tracy 

Folger 

Monell 

Upham 

Ford 

Morton 

Van  Rensselaer 

Forrest 

Moseley 

Wallace 

Fuller 

Murray 

Wendover 

Gross,  N.  Y. 

Nelson,  Mass. 

Whitman 

,Gross^  Penn, 

Parker-,  Mass. 

Wood-~8^",. 

so 
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yOinsection.  For  concurring — Messrs.  JHasoiiy  Hill, 
IhLmes,  and  672£/w,ofMassachusetts,  i'''&o^,and  Stevens, 
cl  Connecticut;  Eddy,  of  Rliode  Island;  Meigs,  and 
6Vo>rs  of  New  York;  Bloomfield,  Kinsey,  dtwdi 
of  New  Je’sey;  Baldwin,  Siwd  EidlerUju,  of  Pennsyl- 
vania; M’Lune,  of  Delaware;  and  ail  the  members 
present  from  the  slates  of  Maryland,  Virg'lma, 
North  Carolina,  South  Carolina,  Geon^ia,  Kentucky, 
Tennessee,  Louisiana,  Mississippi, and  Alabama. 

Against  concurring — All  the  members  present 
from  New  Hampshire  and  Vermont,  all  present 
from  the  following  states  except  as  above  stated, 
viz:  Massachusetts,  Connecticut,  Rhode  Island,  New 
York,  New  Jersey,  Pennsylvania,  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois. 

Absent  on  this  vote — Messrs.  Edwards,  of  Conn. 
Case,  Peek,  and  Tompkins,  of  N.  Y.  Hall  of  Dela- 
‘ ware,  all  of  whom  it  is  presumed  would  have  voted 
against  concurring — -S-,  and  Messrs.  Ball,  of  Va. 
Sawyer  of  N.  C.  and  Mhdker,  of  Ky.  deceased, 
who,  if  present,  would  have  voted  on  the  other 
aide. 

For  concurring  90 

Against  it  87 

177 

Absent  in  all  8 — speaker  1 — 9 

YVhole  number  of  members  186] 

The  question  was  then  stated  on  the  second  a- 
mendment  of  the  senate;  when 

Mr.  Taylo"  moved  to  amend  the  amendment  by 
striking  out  the  words  “thirty  six  degrees  30  min- 
utes north  latitude,”  and  inserting  a line  which 
would  exclude  slavery  from  all  the  territory,  west 
of  the  Mississippi,  except  Louisiana,  Missouri,  and 
Arkansas. 

Thepre^’^^J^^£f  question  was  again  demanded,  and  a 
gain  sustained  by  a majority  of  the  house.  The 
effect  of  the  previous  question  being  to  exclude 
the  question  on  the  amendment,  and  to  bring  it 
back  to  the  main  question — 

I'he  main  question  was  taken,on  concurring  with 
the  senate  in  inserting  in  the  bill,  in  lieu  of  tlie  state 
restriction,  the  clause  inhibiting  slavery  in  the  ter- 
ritory  north  of  36  degrees  30  minutes  north  latitude 
and  was  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  y^as  and  nays, 
as  folio  w'^s: 

For  inserting  the  substitufe-^'Me.ssvs.fLWen,  of  N.  Y.  Allen,  Tenn. 
Anderson,  Archer,  M-I.  Baker,  Baldwin /Bateman,  Bayly.  Beecher, 
Bloomfi'sld,  Boden,  Brevard,  Brown,  Brush,  Bryan,  Butler,  of  N H. 
Camphf  11,  Cannon,  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Cocke,  Cook,  Crafts,  Craw- 
ford Crowell,  Culbreth,  Culpepper.  Cusimian,  Citthhert,  Darling- 
ton, Davidson,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Earle,  Eddy, 
Edwards,  of  Peiin.  Fay,  Fisher,  Floyd,  Foot,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fuller, 
Eulkrton,  Gross,  of  Penn.  Guyon,  Hackley,  Hall,  of  N.  Y.  Hardin, 
Hazard,  Hemphili.  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hihshman,  Hiester,  Hill, 
H 'Imt  s,  H<.stetter,K<-  ndall,  Kent,  Kinsley,  Kins>  y,  Lathrop,  Little, 
Li'ieoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Lyman,  Maclay,  M’Creary, 
M Lane,  Del.  M’Lcan,  of  Ken.  Mallary.  Marchand,  Mason,  Meigs, 
M-  rcer,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray, 
m Isony  Mass.  Nelson,  of  Vs.  Parker,  of  Mass.  Patterson,  Philson, 
Pitcher, Pluruer,  Qnarles,  Raitkin,  Rich,  Richards,  Richmond,Ring* 
gold,  Robertson.  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sergeant,  Settle, 
Shaw,  Silsbee,  Sloan  Smith,  of  N.  J.  Smith,  of  Md.  Smith,  of  N.  C. 
Southard,  Stevetw,Storrs,  Street,  Strong,  Vt.  Strong, N.Y,  Strother, 
Tarr.  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tom?ikins,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Tucker,  of 
S.  C.  Upbam.  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Warfield,  Weudover,  VViU 
liaui  ,N.  C Wood.— 134. 

Against  Messrs.  Abbot,  Adams,  Alexander,  A Hen,  of  Mass* 
Aicii  .r.  «t  Va.  Barbour,  Burtuin,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butle-r,  of  Lou. 
Cobb,  Edwards,  of  N.  C.  Ervin,  Folger,  Garnett,  Gross,  of  N.  Y. 
Hall,  of  N C.  Hooks,  Johnson,  Jones,  of  Va.  Jones,  Tenn.  M’Coy, 
Metcalf.  Neal  Newton,  Ov -rstreet,  Parker,  of  Va.  Pinckney,  Piii- 
dail,  Randolph,  Reed,  Rhea,  Siinkins,  Slocumb,  B.  Smith,  ofVa.  A. 
Smyth,  of  Va  Swearingen  Terrill,  Tucker,  of  Va.  Tyler,  Walker, 
N.  C.  Williams,  of  Va.-42. 

So  the  house  concurred  in  the  amendments  of 
the  senate  to  the  bill;  and 

About  half  past  7 o’clock  the  house  adjourned. 

Friday,  March  3.  The  journal  "f  the  proceedings 
ef  the  house  on  yesterday  being  read. 


Mr.  Ratidolph  rose  and  intimated  an  intention 
noxo  to  move  the  house  to  reconsider  their  vote  o 
yesterday,  by  which  they  concurred  with  the  se- 
nate in  striking  the  restriction  from  the  Missouri 
bill. 

The  Speaker  declared  the  motion  out  of  order 
until  the  ordinary  business  of  the  morning,  as  pre- 
scribed by  the  rules  of  the  house,  should  be  dis- 
posed of.  From  which  opinion  of  the  chair,  Mr. 
Randrjlph  appealed. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  correctness  of 
the  decision,  it  was  affirmed  by  the  house. 

The  house  then  proceeded  in  receiving  and  re- 
ferring petitions;  when,  petitions  being  called  for 
from  the  members  from  Virginia. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  house  retain  in  their 
possession  the  Missouri  bill,  until  the  period  should 
arrive,  when,  according  to  the  rules  of  the  house, 
a motion  to  reconsider  the  vote  of  yesterday  on 
concurring  in  the  lirst  amendment  proposed  by  the 
senate  to  the  bill  aforesaid,  should  be  in  order. 

The  Speaker  declared  this  motion  out  of  order, 
for  the  reason  assigned  on  the  first  application  of 
Mr.  Randolph  on  this  day. 

Mr.  Randolph,  being  in  the  majority  on  that 
question,  moved  the  house  nosv  to  reconsider  their 
vote  of  yesterday,  in  which  they  concurred  in  the  , 
first  amendment  proposed  by  the  senate  to  the 
Missouri  bill,  which  was  to  strike  out  the  slavery 
restriction. 

Mr.  »4[?’cA£?r,  of  Virginia,  seconded  the  motion. 

The  Speaker,  having  ascertained  the  fact,  stated 
to  the  house,  that  the  proceedings  of  the  house  on 
that  bill  yesterday,  had  been  communicated  to  the 
senate  by  the  clerk,  and  that  the  bill  not  being  in 
possession  of  the  house,  the  motion  to  reconsider 
could  not  be  entertained. 

Whereupon,  Mr.  submitted  the  follow- 

ing resolution: 

Resolved,  Vhsit,  in  carrying  the  bill,  entitled  “An 
act  to  authorize  the  people  of  the  territory  of  Mis- 
souri to  form  a constitution  and  state  government, 
and  for  the  adn^ission  of  such  state  into  the  union  on 
an  equal  footing  witn  the  original  states,”  after  a 
member  from  Virginia  had  given  notice  of  his  in- 
tention to  move  a reconsideration  of  the  question 
decided  last  evening,  in  which  the  said  member, 
viz.  Mr.  Randolph,  voted  in  the  majority  on  one  of 
the  amendments  of  the  senate  thereto,  the  clerk  is 
guilty  of  a breach  of  the  privileges  of  a member 
of  this  house  under  the  rules  thereof. 

And  the  question  being  put  whether  the  house 
would  now  consider  the  said  resolution;  it  was  de- 
cided in  the  negative — ayes  61,  noes  71. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  submitted  the  following  pro- 
position; which  lies  on  the  table. 

“7’hat  so  much  of  the  37th  rule  as  allows  a re- 
consideration of  any  question  by  motion  of  any 
member  of  the  majority  on  such  question,  on  the 
day  succeeding  that  on  which  such  question  be  tak- 
en, be  expunged.” 

A message  was  received  from  the  senate,  an- 
nouncing that  they  had  receded  from  their  amend- 
ments to  the  Maine  bill;  but  asking  a further  con- 
ference on  the  sub  ject  of  that  bill  [for  the  purpose 
of  making  a necessary  verbal  amendment--to  insert 
March  “1820,”  instead  of  March  “next,”  as  the  ori- 
ginal bill  was  drafted.] 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely 
postponed,  and  proceeded  at  considerable  length 
to  offer  his  reasons  for  wishing  to  prevent  its  pas- 
sage; when 

Mr.  R.  was  called  to  order,  by  Mr.  Livermore  for 
deviating  from  the  question  under  debate. 
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The  Speaker  decided  that  Mr.  Eandolph  was  not 
out  of  order. 

Mr.  Livermore^  appealed  from  the  decision  of  the 
chair;  but  before  the  question  was  put, 

Mr.  Randolph  withdrew  his  motion  for  the  inde- 
finite postponement  of  the  bill. 

The  conference  was  then  ag'reed  to;  and  soon  af- 
ter Mr.  Holmes  reported  the  amendment  as  above 
stated,  which  was  agreed  to  by  the  house,  and  the 
bill  was  thus  finally  acted  on. 

Mr.  JiOivndes'^  motion  to  amend  the  rules  of  the 
house,  with  the  amendment  proposed  thereto  by 
Mr.  Randolph,  was  then  considered,  and  tliree 
hours  debate  had  upon  it.  Finally,  the  question 
was  stated  on  agreeing'  to  the  motion  in  the  follow- 
ing words — 

“And  if  any  member  shall  not  confine  himself  to 
the  question  under  debate,  and  shall  be  called  to 
order;  if  the  decision  of  thd  speaker  of  the  house, 
upon  appeal,  be  against  the  member  thus  deviat- 
ing from  the  question,  su'  h member  shall  not  be, 
at  that  time,  permitted  to  proceed,  without  the  spe- 
cial leave  of  the  house.” 

And  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Adams,  Allen,  N.  Y.  Anderson,  Baldwin,  Bloom- 
field, Boden,  Brush,  BulTum,  Campbell,  Cannoit, Case,  Clark.Cccke, 
Cook,  Crowell.  Culpepper,  Darlington,  Deniiisoti,  Dewiu  Dickin- 
son, Dowse.  Edwards,  Con.  Folgcr,  Fuller,  Gross,  Penu.  Hackley, 
Hall.N.  Y.  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hill,  Hooks,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  La- 
throp,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lowndes.  Maclay,  McCreary,  Matlary,  Ma- 
son, Meech,  S.  Moors  Monell,  Overstreet,  Parker,  Mass.  Pitcher, 
Plumer,  llanki!!,  Robertson,  Rogers,  Sergeant,  Simkins,  Sloan, 
Smith,  N.  J.  Smith,  N.  C.  Southard,  Stevens,  Tompkins,  Upham, 
Wallace,  Whitman,  Wood— 63. 

NAYS-M  ssrs.  Abbot,  Alexander,  Archer,  Md.  Archer,  Va.  Bar- 
bour, Bayly,  Brown,  Bryan,  Burton,  Burwell,  Butler,  N.H.  Butler, 
Lou.  Clagett,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Davidson,  Earle, 
Edwards,  Penn.  Edwards,  N.  C.  Floyd,  Ford,  Forrest,  Fullerton, 
Garnett,  Guyon,  Hall,  N.  C.  Hardin,  Hazard,  He.mphill,  Hibshman, 
Iliester,  Holntes,  Hostetler,  Johnson,  Lincoln,  Lyman,  McCoy,  Mc- 
Lane,  Dfel.  McLean,  Keu.  Marcband,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore, 
Morton,  Murray',  Neale,  Nelson,  Mass.  Nelson,  Va.  Newton.  Par- 
ker, Ya.  Patterson,  Phelps.  Philson,  Piudall,  Quarles,  Randolph, 
Rer-d,  Rhea,  Richards,  Richmond,  Ringgold,  Ross.  Russ,  Sampson, 
Settle,  Shaw,  Slocumb,  B.  Smith.  Va.  A.  Smyth,  Va.  Storrs,  Strong, 
Vt.  Su-other,  Swearingen, *rarr,  Taylor,  Terrell,  Tomlinson,  Tracy, 
U’uckor.Va.  Ttickcr,  S.  C.  Tyler,  Warfield,  Wendover,  Williams, 
1^'a.  Williams,  N.  C.— 87. 

And  trie  house  adjourned  to  Monday. 

Monday^  March  6.  Many  reports  on  private  pe- 
titions were  received — nearly  all  unfavorable. 

Mr,  Slocumb  submitted  a resolution  authorising 
the  president  of  the  senate,  and  speaker  of  the 
bouse  of  representatives,  to  close  this  session  by 
adjournment  of  their  respective  houses,  on  the 

day  of next.  And,  at  the  instance  of 

the  mover,  the  said  resolution  was  ordered  to  lie 
on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cocke,  submitted  for  consideration  the  fol- 
lowing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  naval  affairs  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  reduc- 
ing the  naval  establishment  of  the  United  States. 

Mr.  Cocke  made  a few  remarks,  in  the  course  of 
wliich  he  stated  his  object  to  be  to  effect  a reduc- 
tion of  expense  by  a reduction  in  the  number  of 
officers  of  the  navy,  so  as  to  proportion  them  more 
equally  to  the  number  of  vessels  in  commission.  It 
was  to  this  point  only  that  he  wished  to  call  the 
attention  of  the  naval  committee. 

The  house  having  agreed  to  consider  the  motion 
by  a vote  of  67  to  63,  it  was  then,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Loimdes,  with  the  consent  of  the  mover,  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

Oil  motion  of  Mr.  Cocke,  it  was  then 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  house  copies  of  all  contracts  which 
have  been  made  for  the  building  or  repairing  fortifi- 
cations, arsenals,  of  magazines,  since  the  year  1815; 


and,  also,  that  he  report  the  amount  of  moneys  ac 
tually  paid,  to  whom  and  when,  andwhetiiei  pub- 
lic notice  was  actually  given  of  said  contracts,  and 
what  surety  was  given,  in  what  amount,  and  whe- 
ther the  surety  is  still  solvent;  and  whether  the  con- 
tracts have  been  faithfully  performed. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  W'hole,  Mr,  oi'  V rginia,  in  the  chair, 

on  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  navy  of  tlie  U.  States  for  the  current  year. 

On  this  bill  a rather  interesting,  but  desultory 
debate  took  place,  which  employed  the  time  of  the 
committee  until  past  four  o’clock;  and  which  shall 
be  the  subject  of  a future  notice. 

i he  speakers  were  in  succession,  Messrs,  Smith 
of  Maryland,  Johnson,  Storrs,  Clay  ho-wndes,  Trinii- 
ble,  Meigs,  Fool,  Sdsbee,  Cobb,  and  Fuller. 

Towards  the  close  of  the  debate,  Mr.  Clay  moved 
that  “it  be  recommended  to  the  house  to  recommit 
to  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  the  bill  enti= 
tied:  &c  (the  appropriation  bill)  with  instruction 
to  prepare  the  same  in  reference  to  an  occasional 
instead  of  a permanent  employment  of  the  squad- 
ron in  the  Mediterranean.” 

This  motion  was  negadved,  72  to  51 — finally  the 
committee  rose,  and  reported  the  bill  to  the  house. 

[The  point,  on  which  the  debate  chiefly  turned 
(says  the  National  Intelligencer,)  was  the  employ- 
ment of  a stationary  naval  force  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean seas.totiie  continuance  of  which  there  appear- 
ed to  be  a strong  opposition.  It  is,  however,  gene- 
rally understood,  that  that  force  is  hereafter  to  be 
more  frequently  relieved. 

In  the  course  of  the  debate,  with  a view  to  the 
amount  of  naval  force  necessary  to  be  provided 
for,  enquiry  was  made,  whether  the  committee  of 
foreign  relations  had  determined  upon  any  report 
in  regard  to  our  existing  relations  with  Spain,  and 
if  so,  what  would  be  the  nature  of  that  report. 
The  reply  to  which  was,  that  the  committee  had 
not  yet  come  to  any  determination  on  that  subject; 
and,  not  having  done  s©,  that  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  had  it  not  in  his  power  to  slate,  not 
having  been  instructed  on  that  head,  what  would  be 
the  nature  of  their  report.] 

Tuesday,  March  6.  Mr.  Silsbee,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  naval  affairs,  who  were  instructed  to  en- 
quire into  the  expediency  of  suspending  for  a limi- 
ted time,  so  much  of  the  standing  appropriation 
of  1,000,000  dollars,  for  the  increase  of  the  navy  as 
may  be  consistent  with  the  public  service,  &c, 
made  a report,  the  purport  of  which  is,  that  after* 
due  enquiry,  they  believe  that  true  economy  and 
the  best  interests  of  the  nation  are  opposed  to  a 
suspension,  even  for  a limited  tin  a,  of  any -portion 
of  the  sum  annually  appropriated  for  the  gradual 
increase  of  the  navy;  and  that  they  have  not  beei^ 
able  to  ascertain  where  any  essential  reduction 
can  be  made  in  the  expenses  of  the  navy,  without 
reducing  the  establishment. 

'i  he  report  Was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

'['he  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  state- 
ments, shewing  the  state  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  on  the  25th  of  February,  the  27th  of  May 
and  29th  Nov.  last. 

The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
bill  making  the  annual  appropriations  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  navy. 

Mr.  Cobb  moved  to  recommit  the  bill  to  the  com- 
mittee of  ways  and  means,  vuth  instructions  so  to 
amend  it  as  to  reduce  the  appropriation  for  everj^ 
brandi  of  the  service,  one-fourth. 
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This  moLion  produced  a debate,  in  the  coui’se  of 
which  it  was  supported  by  the  mover,  and  Mr. 
Warneld  and  Mr.  Cnlpepper,  and  opposed  by  Messrs, 
Smiih,  of  Mar^dand,  Smith,  of  North  Carolina,  Trim^ 
hie,  Johnson,  Foot,  lIolmes,[  Wood,  and  J^oiviides. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Cobb’s  motion, 
and  negatived  15  or  20  members  only,  rising-  in  fa- 
vor of  it. 

. he  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  was 
then  agreed  to,  and  the  [)ill,  as  it  stands,  was  order- 
ed to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  Jifarch  8.  The  amendments  of  the  se- 
nate to  the  bill  “to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth 
census  or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the 
United  States,’’  Were  read  and  concurred  in  by  the 
house, 

I'he  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
year  1820  was  read  the  third  time,  passed  and  sent 
to  the  senate. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  JVelson  of  Va.  in  the  chair,  on  the 
bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
military  establishment  of  the  United  States. 

[To  the  sante  committee  was  to-day  referred  the 
bill  respecting  the  military  establishment.] 

The  last  mentioned  bill  was  first  taken  up,  and, 
having  been  read — 

Mr.  Cannon  moved  to  strike  out  all  the  first  sec- 
tion of  the  bill  excepting  the  enacting  clause,  and 
in  lieu  thereof  to  insert  the  following: 

<‘That  the  military  peace  establishment  of  the 
United  States  shall  consist  of  such  proportions  of 
artillery,  engineers,  infantry  and  riflemen,  as  the 
president  of  the  United  States  shall  judge  proper 
to  retain  in  service,  not  exceeding*  in  the  whole, 
including  officers,  non-commissioned  officers  and 
privates,  five  thousand.” 

Mr.  Cannon  supported  this  motion  by  a speech  of 
some  length  on  the  necessity  of  retrenchment,  oc- 
casioned by  the  state  of  the  finances;  the  inutility 
©f  an  army  in  peace - the  militia  being  willing  and 
competent  to  perform  any  occasional  service  in 
which  an  army  may  be  employed, 

Mr.  Clay  avowed  himself  to  be  in  favor  of  reduc- 
ing the  army?  in  preference  to  resorting  tp  taxes, 
loans,  or  to  an  invasion  of  the  sinking  fufid,  to  meet 
the  expenses  of  the  government — if,  on  the  report 
of  the  committee  of  foreign  relations,  the  attitude 
of  the  country  should  not  be  changed  to  that  of 
war,  or  to  that  which  should  menace  war.  Mean- 
while, he  was  disposed  not  to  act  on  the  bill  now  , 
before  the  committee,  but  to  defer  it  for  the  pi*e- 
cent,  for  the  purpose  of  acting  on  the  military  ap-, 
propriation  bill.  If,  after  the  report  of  the  com- 
mittee of  foreign  relations  should  be  made,  it  should 
be  thought  expedient  to  reduce  the  army,  the  ap- 
propriations would  shape  themselves  to  what 
should  be  the  actual  force  and  condition  of  the  mi- 
litary establishment.  He  therefore  moved  to  lay 
this  bill  on  the  table,  vvith  a view  to  take  up  the  ap- 
propriation bill. 

The  question  was  taken  on  this  motion  without 
debate, ’and  decided  in  tl]e  affirmative. 

The  bill  making  appropriations  for  the  support 
of  the  military  establishnient,  for  the  current  year, 
was  then  taken  up. 

On  coming  to  the  appropriation  for  the  sup- 
port of  the  military  academy  for  the  present 
year — 

Mr.  Cannon  spoke  ag'ainst  the  appropriation,  and 
moved  that  the  bill  should  be  laid  on  tlie  table — 
negatived.  He  tlieu  moved  the  appropriation  of  a 


less  sum— -also  rejected.  On  other  items  much  and 
various  debate  followed,  in  the  course  of  which  the 
propriety  of  a reduction  of  the  army  was  essentially 
entered  into.  But  the  several  items  as  originally 
reported  in  the  bill,  so  far  as  the  committee  of  the 
whole  went  through  it,  were  agreed  to.  The  com- 
mittee rose  at  4 o’clock,  having  the  appropriation 
of  800,00p  dollars,  for  fortifications,  under  consider- 
ation, 

Thursday’s  proceedings. 

In  the  senate — The  engrossed  bill  to  change  the 
inode  of  selling  the  public  lands  was  read  the  third 
time,  and  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

Yeas. — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Eaton, 
Eliot,  Gaillard,  Hunter,  King  of  Alab  King  of  N.  Y. 
Lanman,  Leake,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Mellen,  Morrill, 
Otis,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Roberts,  Ruggles, 
Sanford,  Stokes,  Taylor,  T’ichenor,  Trimble,  Van 
Dyke,  Walker  of  Alab.  Williams  of  Mis.  Wiliiamsof 
Ten.  Wilson — 31. 

NAYS.-r-Messrs.  Brown,  Edwards,  Johnson,  of 
Ken.  Johnson  of  Lou.  Logan, Noble,  Smith — 7. 

The  engro.ssed  bill  further  to  suspend  for  a li- 
mittedtime  the  sale  or  forfeiture  of  lands for(fai lure 
in  making  payment,was  also  read  the  third  time  anc^ 
passed;  and  both  bills  sent  to  the  other  house  for 
concurrence. 

The  bill  to  establish  a uniform  s}^stem  of  bank- 
ruptcy throughout  the  United  States,  was  taken  up. 
The  bill  occupies  50  printed  pages,  and  it  was  only 
read  through,  and  then  postponed  until  to-mor- 
row. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  tfie  United  States,  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Mon- 
roe. 

To  the  president  of  the  senate,  pro  tempore. 

I transmit  to  the  senate  copies  of  sundry  papers 
having  relation  to  the  treaty  of  the  22d  February, 
1819,  between  the  United  States  and  Spain,  which 
have  not  before  been  communicated  to  the  senate. 

.TAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  8th  March,  1820. 

The  message  and  documents  were  read,  and  1000 
copies  thereof  ordered  to  be  printed, 

0;;;;^The  documents,  it  is  said,  shed  very  little  ad- 
ditional light  on  the  state  of  our  relations  with 
Spain.  A letter  from  Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  secretary 
of  state,  dated  the  27th  Nov.  last,  informs  that  the 
Spanish  government  had  refused  to  receive  his  re- 
monstrance of  the  18tl)  Oct.  at  which  he  felt  much 
offended,  and  seems  to  have  resolved  to  leave  Ma- 
drid by  the  1st  of  January.  Gen.  Vivas  was  at  Ma- 
drid on  the  15th  Nov  and  had  accepted  the  ap- 
pointment of  mini^ster  to  the  U.  S. — but  when  he 
was  to  proceed  or  what  was  to  be  done,  Mr.  Forsyth 
does  not  appear  to  have  known.  If,  on  seeing*"the 
documents  at  length,  there  is  any  thing  worth"the 
room  it  will  occupy  in  the  Register,  it  shall  be  in- 
serted. 

In  the  house  of  representatives.  Mr.  Forsytli,  from 
the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  made  a report 
accompanied  with  a bill,  to  authorize  and  require 
thq  president  to  take  possession  of  and  occupy  the 
territories  of  Fast  and  M^est  Florida.  Twice  read 
and  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
state  of  the  union.  'I'he' report,  generally,  states 
the  long  delay  of  Spain  to  dp  justice  to  the  United 
Stales,  and  die  want  of  hope  in  amicable  negocia- 
tion;  and  the  bill  provides  for  the  temporary  go- 
vernment of  the  country,  when  oceppied  by  the  U. 
States. 

The  house  in  committee  of  the  whole,  proceeded 
to  consider  the  bill  making  militaiy  appropriations, 
and  agreed  to  the  item  for  fortifieayons  at  800, UU9, 


NILES'  REGISTER-MARCH  11,  1820-HELAWARE. 


33 


i»s  originally  recommended  by  the  committee  ot 
%vays  ami  means. 

In  our  next  these  things  shall  be  noticed  at 
length.  Time  will  not  permit  us  to  give  them  at 
present. 

CHLiONlCLS. 

^'1  ppropnation  bills.  The  time  spent  in  debating 
on  the  Ivlissouri  bill,  has  delayed  the  passage  of  the 
annual  appropriation  bills  by  congress,  by  wliich 
thousands  of  individuals  have  suffered.  Even  the 
revolutionary  pensioners  camio:  yet  be  paid,  though 
their  pensions  were  duo  on  the  4..h  instant.  This 
will  cause  man_v  useless  and  fatiguing  journies. 

Pirates.  On  the  2d  inst.  John  F.  Ferguson.,  Wil- 
liam Aturphy,  Thomas  O’ Brian,  Charles  Weaver, 
Isaac  Allistcr,  John  Jackson,  and  Isaac  Benny,  con- 
victed of  piracy,  committed  on  board  of  th-  L..  Ir- 
resistible privateer,  which^they  ran  away  v -.ti.  from 
Margaritta,  were  brought  befbre  his  honor  judge 
Bland,  who,  after  a short  but  impressive  address, 
pronounced  upon  them  the  sentence  of  death.  They 
were  conducted  back  to  jail,  thereto  await  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  sentence. 

Old  bank  of  the  United  States.  The  trustees  of 
the  old  bank  of  the  United  States,  have  declared  a 
further  dividend  of  one  and  three  quarters  per 
cent — equal  to  seven  dollars  upon  each  share  of  the 
stock  of  the  late  bank  of  the  United  'States;  which 
will  be  paid  to  the  stockholders,  or  their  legal  re 
presentatives,  at  their  lj|.te  banking  house  in  Pliila- 
delphia,  on  or  after  Monday  the  24th  of  April  next, 
(being  a secopd  extra  dividend,  and  making-  five 
and  three  c^uai-ters  per  cent,  or  twenty  three  dol- 
lars, oyer  and  above  the  par  amount  of  said  shares. 

Philad.  paper. 

Fire.  Many  attempts,  and  one  or  two  of  them  par- 
tially successful,  have  been  made  to  conflagrate  the 
town  of  Petersburg,  Va.  I'he  people  are  much 
alarmed,  and  a very  strict  watch  is  kept  up. 

Fi:w\  '1  he  price  of  this  article,  at  Philadelphia, 
Baltimore  and  Richmond,  is  gi4  75  per  barrel,  and 
dull  at  that  very  low  price. 

Oysters.  The  laws  have  been  amended,  and  the 
Virginians  seem  determined  that  the  carrying  trade 
in  oysters  shall  be  secured  to  themselves.  The  pe- 
nalties against  persons  frbm  other  states  fishing  in 
fheir  rivers  are  very  severe. 

Trao  HotiS  have  been  exhibited  in  Baltimore, 
which,  together,  weighed  1743  lbs.  raised  in  Lan- 
caster county,  Pennsylvania. — One  of  them  was  6 
feet  and  3 inches  in  girt  round  the  body.  His  length 
from  the  root  of  the  tail  to  the  end  of the  snout,  was 
nine  feet  and  an  inch. — This  one  was  18,  and  the 
other  14  months  old. 

An  ox  is  exhibiting  at  New  York,  weighing  three 
thousand  and  eighty  four  pounds. 

Steam  Ship.  An  elegant  steam  ship,  built  by  M. 
Eckford,  at  New  York,  is  to  ply  between  that  port 
and  New-Oileans,  touching  at  Charleston,  and  Ha- 
vana. She  is  called  the  “Robert  Fulton.’’  Success 
to  hei  ! 

JVew-York.  M.  Noah’s  project  of  purchasing 
Grand  Island,  to  oe  settled  by  Jews,  has  been 
rejected  in  the  legislature  by  a great  majority. 

Pennsylvania.  The  report  of  the  committee  of 
inquiry,  which  exonerated  gov.  Findlay  from  all 
the  charges  preferred  against  him,  has  been  ac- 
cepted by  the  house  of  representatives — ayes  62, 
hoes  31. 

• The  legislature  of  Pennsylvania  state  has  pas- 
sed fhe  “improvement  bill,”  by  which  g600,000 
are  appropriated  to  public  works.  An  additional 


bill,  appropriating  300,000  dollars  more,  it  was  ex- 
pected would  be  reported. 

A convention  has  been  held  at  Carlisle,  for  the 
purpose  of  nominating  a candidate  for  governorin 
opposition  to  Mr.  Findlay.  Gen.  Hiester  has  been 
nominated  for  that  purpose. 

Virginia.  \ bill  to  stay  executions,  after  being 
debated  for  five  days  in  the  house  of  delegates,  was 
rejected  by  a majority  of  38  votes. 

Ohio.  On  a late  investigation,  the  treasurer  was 
found  to  be  deficient  in  the  amount  of  ^11.431  78; 
he  has  resigned. 

'Phe  Richmond' Fnqiiirer  says  - “/if  is  pretty  -well  as- 
certained that  the  deficitin  the  U.  S.  branch  of  this  city 
is  at  least  g60,000” — by  the  late  acts  of  one  of  the 
clerks. 

Legislature  of  Maryland.  Mr.  Kennedy  asked 
leave  to  introduce  a bill  to  liberate  the  Jews  from 
the  irreligious  restrictions'which  they  are  subject  to 
in  tl:  s state-  but  leave  was  refused. 

Mitch  against  time.  A person  last  week  rode 
on  horseback,  from  Fairfield  in  Con.  to  New  .York, 
fifty  five  miles,  in  two  hours  and  a half.  ■ He  perform- 
ek  this  on  eight  horses,  and  was  at  full  peed  all  the 
time,  except  the  time  lost  in  mounting  and  dis- 
mounting. Abet  of  1000  dollars  depended  on  its 
beiiig  done  in  less  than  three  hours. 

Spontaneous  combustion.  The  case  of  .spontaneous 
combustion  mentioned  in  the  Register,  page  390, 
last  vol.  has  been  amply  confirmed  at  tne  mint 
of  the  United  States,  where  some  linseed  oil  was 
poured  upon  a quantity  of  hickory  ashes — no 
change  of  temperature  was  perceived  for  46  hoars, 
when  the  mixture  was  fairly  ignited,  and  in  a short 
time  emitted  flame,  which  continued  an  hour.  Af» 
ter  the  flame  the  ignition  continued  18  hours,  and 
then  the  ashes  were  poured  out  of  the  vessel. 

General  Clark,  the  governor  of  Georgia,  has,  on 
his  own  responsibility,  drawn  ten  thousand  dollars 
from  the  contingent  fund  of  that  state,  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  sufferers  by  the  late  fire  at  Savannah,  ' 
The  planters  in  the  vicinity  of  Savannah  have  es- 
tabl  si^ed  depots  of  rice,  coin,  &c.  where  the  dis- 
tressed citizens  can  obtain  it,  “without  money  and 
without  price.” 


Legislature  of  Delaware. 

Fellow  citizens  of  the  senate, 

and  of  the  home  of  representatives. 

Since  my  communication  lo  the  general  assembly  of  the  6th  of 
January  last,  there  have  been  coUteted  in  the  county  of  Susspx, 
and  cleaned,  boxed  up  and  st-ir' d in  the  court  house  at  George- 
town, four  hundred  and  forty  stands  of  the  public  arms  of  the 
state,  with  their  accoutrements;  a copy  of  the  account  of  the  ex- 
penses of  collecting,  cleaning  and  storing  these  arms,  is  submitted 
herewith. 

According  to  returns  made,Tt  appears  that  there  now  are,  of  the 
public  arms  of  the  state,  three  hundred  and  fifty  stands  stored  in 
the  court  house  at  New  Castle,  three  hundred  and  eighty-three 
stands  stored  in  the  court  house  at  Dover,  and  four  hundred  and 
forty  stands  stored  in  the  court  house  at  Georgetown;  amounting 
in  the  whole  to  eleven  hundred  and  seventy-three;— so  that  of  the 
fourteen  hundred  stands  belonging  to  the  state  at  the  close  of  the 
late  war,  there  are  y<  t two  hundred  and  twenty-seven  stands  that 
have  not  been  collected  or  returned  to  the  proper  officers  of  the 
state;  of  these,  it  is  known  that  a militia  officer  in  New  Castle 
county,  and  another  iiiKe’ t coiinty.received  enough  to  arm  their 
respective  companies,  and  that  they  have  hitherto  wholly  ne- 
glected to  return  them,  although  frequently  urged  to  do  so  by  the 
military  commissaries  of  those  counties  respectively:  I would  there- 
fore suggest  to  th«  legislature  the  propriety  of  directing  such  mea- 
sures to  bi  taken  as  will  compel  a return  of  the  public  arms  and 
accoutrements  that  were  obtained  by  these  officers,  and  also' of  all 
otliers  now  in  tire  hands  of  individuals.  In  June  last,  two  hun  - 
dred and  twenty  stands  of  arms  (without  equipments)  were  deli- 
vered to  this  state  by  the  gover  ment  of  the  United  States,  under 
the  provisions  of  the  act  of  congress  of  the  23d  April,  1808,  entit  - 
led “All  act  making  pr-  wision  for  arming  and  eqniping  the  whole 
body  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States:’’ these  arms  were,  by  my 
orders, deposited  in  the  arsenal  at  New  Castle,  and  are  now  thero 
snl  ject  to  t'lc  directions  of  the  general  assembly. 

During  the  last  summer,  the  commissioners,  ajspointed  under 
the  act  entitled.  “An  act  authoiising  a general  assessment  of  the 
real  and  personal  property  of  this  state,’’  ennipl-.ft'd  the  ass. s- 
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cnent  of  Sussex  county.  From  statements  and  accounts  made  and 
presented,  under  the  provisions  of  the  att  entitled.  “A  supplrinent 
to  an  act  entitled  an  act  authorising  and  directing  a general  as* 
sessmfent  of  the  real  and  personal  property  of  this  state,”  and  of 
the  act  entitled“An  additional  suppli  mentto  an  act  entitled  an  act 
authorising  and  directing  a general  assessment  of  the  real  and  per- 
sonal |>rop'.  rty  of  this  state,”  it  appears  that  the  pay  of  the  com- 
missioners and  their  clerk,  for  making  the  assessment  of  Sussex 
county,  atnounts  to  the  sum  of  three  thousand  one  hundred  and 
twerrty-eiglU  dollars.  Orders  hav  been  drawn  on  the  state  trea- 
surer, under  the  pi  ovisio;>sol  tin  two  acts  of  ass -mbly  last  above 
me  tioned,  m 'avor  of  the  tin  e • surviving  commissioners  a.  id  their 
ck'vk.  respt  ctively.  for  tliu  .-foui  ths  of  the  sums  to  wliicli  they 
a:-e  respectively ' ntitled  for  to  ir  services  in  asst  ssiug  the  said 
county,  according  to  the  acts  of  as.semhly  aforesaid  and  the  said 
stat‘ ment.  And  the  account  of  William  Wolf“,  deceased,  for  Ins 
servic  s as  one  of  the  commissioners  in  assessing  the  other  two 
con’.'tit's>  has  b:  en  adjusted  b>  the  secretary  of  state,  and  paidby 
th  state  treasurer,  undcT  the  piovision  of  the  third  section  of  the 
act  ot  assembly  last  above  mentioned. 

I have  iat'ly  receiv'd  i report  Irom  tlr  agent  on  behalf  of  this 
8t?fe  to  settle  tbe  clan  * against  the  United  States, for  military  ex- 
penditures made  by  this  state  in  sup{)ort  of  and  in  consequence  of 
the  late  war,  in  which  he  informs  me  -‘that  so  much  of  the  claini 
as  consist  of  the  r>ay  and  provisions  of  the  militia,  the  general  go- 
vernment has  agree  1 to  adjust  upon  principles  which  aiipear  to 
be  uitobjectioiiahle— but  that  the  adjustment  of  most  of  the  other 
items  remains  yet  embarrassed  with  serious  difficulties,  growing 
out  of  tbe  want  of  vouch  rs.”— A copy  of  this  report  is  herewith 
sulnnin  d. 

It  has  been  lately  settled  by  a decision  of  the  court  of  appeals, 
that  the  recognizance  of  a public  officer  is  not  a li'^’n  on  his  real 
estate.  X would  therefore  suggest  the  propriety  of  providing  hy 
law  that,  in  future,  the  r cognizances  entered  into  by;  all  public 
officers,  fir  the  due  performance  of  all  the  duties  of  their  officesj 
shall  op  rat'  as  liens  on  the  real  estates  of  all  the  officers  eiu>  r- 
ing  into  them,  and  also  of  their  so  reties-  And  I would  suggest 
the  propriety  of  also  incriasing  tin  smitsfor  which  such  r cogui- 
zctices  should  he  given,  partieulariy  in  the  case  of  sheriffs. 

Much  inconvenience  is  now  occasionally  experienced  by  pur- 
chasers of  land  atshenifs  sale  iii  getting  possession  thevs  of;  and 
when  the  def  ndant,  ot  tenant,  at  the|trnie  of  the  sale,  refuses  to 
give  up  the  possi  ssion.  the  purchaser  is  obliged  to  be  at  the  ex- 
pense and  trouble  of  an  action  of  ejectment  to  recover  the  land 
Cougiu:  I tb-refire  recommend  to  the  legislature  the  propriety  of 
prtividiiig  hy  law  a remedy  tor  such  cases. 

As  the  period  rapidly  approaches  when  the  charters  of  all  the 
banks  of  the  state  will  ex|>ire,  prudence  suggests  the  propriety  of 
acting  bn  the  subject  during  the  present  session  of  the  general  as- 
sembly.  That  the  U gisl.tture  will  not  re-charter  any  of  them 
cannot  be  supposed,  because  the.  state  itself,  is  very  largely  con- 
cerned in  one  of  them,  being  a stockholder  to  n-  ar  one-third  of 
its  capital,  and  because  the  good  of  the  people  imperiously  re- 
quires, a banking  capital  in  the  state;  on  the  other  hand  it  cannot 
be  presumed  that  they  will  all  be  re-chartered,  because  it  is  most 
evident,and  will  not  be  denied  by  any  person  who  has  thought  on 
the  subject,  that  there  are  now  too  many.  One  banking  institu- 
tion in  the  state,  with  a branch  in  each  county,  seems  to  be  abso 
lutely  necessary  for  tbe  public  good.  Such  an  establishment,  with 
ft  portion  of  its  capital  reserved  for  the  u»e  of  the  state,  and  to  be 
subscribed  as  the  legislature  might  direct,  would  be  amply  suffi- 
cientfor  the  public  good,  and.  if  conducted  with  prudence,  would 
become  highly  respectable,  and  he.  of  the  greatest  utility,  not  only 
to  the  people,  but  to  the  state  itself.  1 would  therefore  recom- 
mend this  subject  to  the  serious  consideration  of  the  legislature,  as 
being  of  the  greatest  importanee.  It  should  be  examined  and 
acted  on  in  the  most  calm  and  dispassionate  manner,  and  with  a 
single  eye  to  the  public  good. 

I beg  leave,  fellow  citizens,  to  impress  on  your  minds  the  great 
importance  of  affsirding  the  most  efficient  protection  to  the  agri- 
cultural and  matnifatturing  intesv  sts  of  the  state,  both  of  which 
are  at  present  in  a very  depressed  condition,  and  require  the  fos- 
tering care  of  the  people  and  of  tiie  government;  in  regard  to 
these  subjects,  your  wisdom  and  experience  may  dtvise  measures 
of  great  iitilily.  In  aid  of  the  first,  however,  1 would  suggest  for 
•your  consideration,  the  propriety  ot  offiriiig  sufficient  premiums 
in  each  county.  In  support  and  encouragement  of  the  latter,  I 
would  reconiin  nd  the  adoption  of  all  such  measures,  both  by  tbe 
legislature  and  the  people,  as  wHl  tend  to  exclude  the  fabrics  of 
foreign  nations  and  to  bring  into  genei-al  use  those  manufactured 
by  our  own  citizuis-  To  tlie  gem  ral  government  of  the  union, 
it  is  true  wc  must  look  for  tbe  most  i mportant  support  of  our 
manufactures;  much  however  may  be  done  by  the  governments 
and  people  of  the  several  staU  s,  and  so  far  as  it  is  in  your  power 
to  aid  the  manufactures  id'  our  own  or  of  our  si.-ter  states,  your 
zealous  and  active  ext  rtlons  will  not,  I trust,  b'  wirhli  Id. 

Witli  this  missage  you  will  receive  a resolution  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  the  state  of  Vermont,  pro(>osingan  amendment  of  tlie  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  having  for  its  object  an  uniform 
inode  of  choosing  repr-  sentatives  in  congress  and  electors  of  pre- 
sident and  vice-president  of  the  United  States— and  also  .a  copy  of 
#^rtain  proceedi.igs  of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  state  of 
South  Carolina,  disapproving  the  amendment  proposed  by  tlie 
state  of  ICorth  Carolina  to  tbe  constitution  of  the  United  States 
toistablish  an  uniform  mode  of  electing  electors  of  president 
and  vit:e-|Mvsidem  of  the  United  States. 

And  I also  communicate  a resolution  of  the  legislature  of  Penn- 
sylvania, proposing  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  U. 
States,  providing  that  congress  shall  make  no  law  to  erect  or  in 
corporata  any  bank  or  otjier  monied  institution,  except  within 
the  district  of  Columbia;  and  that  every  bank  or  other  mciuid  in- 
stitution which  shall  be  established  by  the  authority  of  congress, 


shall,  together  with  its  branches  and  offices  of  discount  and  dq 
posiie.be  eoiilined  to  (he  district  of  Columbia. 

Since  the  close  of  the  last  session  of  the  general  assembly,  I have 
received,  for  the  use  of  the  state,  the  following  laws,  journals, and 
state  papers,  viz; 

This  state’s  quota  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  parsed  dur- 
ing the  first  aud  second  sessions  of  the  fifteenth  congress— of  which 
twenty-one  copies  of  the  acts  of  each  $e.ssion  have  been  delivered 
to  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives,  and  nine  copies  to 
the  clerk  of  the  senate,  for  the  use  of  the  gen  Tal  assembly,  and 
the  rest  have  been  distributed  according  to  the  provisions  of  law. 

One  copy  of  state  papers,  2d  and  3il  su:ssion$  13tli  congress,  and 
1st  session  14th  congress,  all  of  which  are  placed  in  the  office  of 
the  secretary  of  state  for  tbe  use  of  government. 

Two  copies  slate  papers,  2d  session  14th  congress,  of  which  one 
copy  is  deposited  in  the  secretary's  office,  and  the  other  has  been 
delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives  for  the  use 
of  the  general  assembly. 

Five  copies  of  state  papers,  1st  session  15th  congress,  and  four 
copies  state  papers,  2d  session  15th  congress,  and  seven  copies 
journals  of  the  United  States’  senate  and  house  of  representa» 
lives  during  the  2d  session  15th  congress— of  which  one  copy  of 
each  has  been  delivered  to  the,  clerk  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, another  to  the  clerk  of  the  senate,  a third  deposited  in  the 
secretary’s  office  for  the  use  of  the  executive  department,  and  the 
others  remain  in  the  secretary’s  office,  to  be  disposed  of  accord- 
ing  to  the  provisions  ot  the  resolution  of  congress  of  the  27th  De= 
cemher,  1813. 

Three  copies  of  the  laws  of  Vermont,  October  session  1818,  of 
Pennsylvania,  December  session  1818,  of  Massaahusetts,  January 
session  1819,  and  New  Hampshire,  June  session  1819,  and  three 
copies  land  laws  of  United  States,  of  which  one  copy  of  each 
has  been  delivered  to  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
another  to  the  clerk  of  the  senate,  and  the  third  deposited  in  the 
seer'  tary’s  offic-,.. 

Two  copies  laws  of  Illinois,  February  session  1819.  of  which 
one  copy  has  been  placed  in  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state, 
aud  the  other  delivered  to  the  senate  for  the  use  of  tlie  general  as- 
sembly. 

One  copy  of  the  laws  of  Kentucky  of  the  December  session 
1817,  and  tile  December  session  1818,  one  copy  of  Seybert’s  Sta- 
tsstical  Annals,  one  copy  of  tbe  laws  of  Louisiana,  to  the  January 
session  SIS,  inclusive,  whicli  are  deposited  in  the  office  of  the  se- 
cretary of  state  for  the  use  of  the  goveruraeut. 

It  is  with  great  regret  that  I a niounce  to  you  the  death  of 
Henry  Mol iestnii,  esquire,  the  governor  elect  of  this  state— a citi- 
zen of  distinguished  worth  and  unsullied  charaettr.  This  unfor- 
tunate event  presents  a new  case,  nut  provided  fbr  by  the  constk 
lution  or  laws  of  the  state.  . JOHN  CLARK. 

January  5,  1820. 


Banks — and  National  Currency. 

IIePORT  of  THE  SECnETAHY  OF  THE  TREASUKY. 

Treasury  department, 

l2th  February,  1820. 

Sir — In  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  house 
of  repre.sentatives,  passed  on  tlie  1st  of  March, 
1819,  directing  “the  secretai’y  of  the  treasury  to 
transmit  t©  congress,  at  an  early  period  in  the  next 
session,  a general  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
bank  of  the  United  States,  and  its  offices,  similar ' 
to  the  return  made  by  the  bank;  and  a statement, 
exhibiting,  as  nearly  as  may  be  practicable,  the 
amount  of  capital  invested  in  the  different  charter- 
ed banks  iii  the  several  states  and  the  district  of 
Columbia,  the  amount  of  notes  issued  by  those 
banks  and  in  circulation,  the  public  and  private  de- 
posltes  in  them,  the  amount  of  loans  and  discounts 
made  by  them  and  remaining  unpaid,  and  the  total 
quantity  of  specie  they  possess;  and,  also,  to  report 
such  riYeasures  as,  in  his  opinion,  may  be  expedient 
to  procure  and  retain  a sufficient  quantity  of  gold 
and  silver  coin  in  the  United  States,  or  to  supply  a 
circulating  medium,  in  place  of  specie,  adapted  to 
the  exigencies  of  the  country,  and  within  the  pow- 
er of  the  government:”  I have  the  honor  to  submit 
tlie  subjoined  report  and  statements. 

Statement  A exhibits  the  condition  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States  and  its  offices,  on  the  30th  of 
September,  1819. 

Statement  li  exhibits  the  amount  of  bank  capital, 
authorised  Iiy  law,  during  the  years  1814,  1815, 
1816  and  1817.  As  this  statement  is  founded  upon 
tlie  applications  made  to  the  treasury  under  the 
acts  imposing  stamp  duties,  it  is  believed  to  be  sub- 
stantially correct.  The  average  dividends  upon 
which  the  stamp  duty  was  paid,  during  those  years, 
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amounted  to  about  7i  per  cent,  upon  the  nominal 
amount  of  capital;  it  is,  however,  a matter  oy  gene- 
ral notoriety,  that  the  dividends  upon  bank  capital, 
actually  paid,  exceeded  that  rate,  if  it  is  assumed, 
that  the  dividends  declared,  and  upon  which  the 
duty  was  paid,  amounted,  during  those  years,  to  10 
per  cent,  then  the  capital  actuall}^  pau’i,  in  the 
year  1817, instead  of  being  more  than  gl2.5, 000,000, 
as  it  is  exhibited  in  statement  B,  will  be  tound  to 
be  about  ^94,000,000;  but,  when  it  is  recollected 
that,  after  the  first  payment  required  by  the  char- 
ters of  the  difierent  banks,  they  have  generally 
gone  into  operation,  it  is  probable,  that  a consider- 
able proportion  of  the  remaining  payments  have 
added  nothing  to  their  active  capital.  I his  fact  be- 
ing assumed,  and  a deduction  being  made  of  the 
an.ount  of  permanent  accommodation  enjoyed  by 
the  stockholders,  in  their  respective  banks,  the  ac- 
tive bank  capital  of  the  United  States  may  be  fair- 
ly estimated  at  a sum  not  exceeding  g75,0t'0,000. 
That  these  deductions  ought  to  be  made,  in  an  at- 
tempt to  ascertain  the  real  amount  of  bank  capital, 
cannot,  it  is  presumed,  be  contested  If  a stockhol- 
der, to  the  amount  of  10, f 00,  has  a permanent  ac 
commodation,  in  the  bank,  of  ^8,000,  he  has  in  fact 
but  ^2>000  of  capital  in  the  bank.  ! his  is  equally 
true  when  a portion  of  his  subscription  has  been 
paid  with  his  own  note,  however  well  endorsed:  so 
long  as  the  note  reniains  unpaid,  it  adds  nothing  to 
the  real  capital  of  the  bank. 

Such,  it  is  believed,  has  been  the  process  by 
which  the  capital  of  most  of  the  banks  has  been 
formed,  which  have  been  incorporated  since  the 
commencement  of  the  late  war.  Since  that  period, 
banks  have  been  incorporated,  not  because  there 
was  capital  seeking  investment;  not  because  the 
places  where  they  were  established  had  commerce 
and  manufactures  which  required  their  fostering 
aid;  but  because  men,  without  active  capital,  want- 
ed the  means  of  obtaining  loans,  which  their  stand- 
ing in  the  community  would  not  command  from, 
banks  or  individuals  having  real  capital  and  estab- 
lished credit.  Hence,  the  multiplicity  oflocal  banks, 
scattered  over  the  face  of  the  country,  in  particu- 
lar parts  of  the  union;  which,  by  the  d epreciation 
of  their  paper,  have  levied  a tax  upon  the  commu- 
nities, within  the  pale  of  their  influence,  exceeding 
the  public  contributions  paid  by  them. 

Statement  G presents  the  condition  of  the  state 
banks  from  w'hich  returns  have  been  received,  or 
have  been  transmitted  by  the  secretaries  of  state 
of  difierent  states,  in  conformity  with  the  request 
of  the  treasui’y  department.  By  comparing  this 
statement  with  statement  B,  it  will  be  perceived 
that  it  is  very  impei'fect.  Independently  of  the 
banks  which  have  been  created  since  the  year  1817, 
it  will  be  discovered,  that  bank  capital  to  the 
amount  of  more  than  gl8, 000,000,  comprehended 
-in  statement  B,  is  not  embraced  in  it.  As  the 
amount  of  bank  capital  exhibited  in  statement  C is 
g7  ’,000,000,  and  its  specie  ^9, 828, 000,  the  whole 
specie  possessed  by  the  state  banks  may  be  esti- 
mated at  ^12,250,000;  if  to  this  sum  be  added  the 
specie  in  the  possession  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  and  its  offices,  the  specie  capital  of  all  the 
banks  in  the  United  States  may  be  estimated  at 
^15,500,000.  There  are  no  means  of  ascertaining, 
with  any  degree  of  precision,  the  amount  of  spe- 
cie in  circulation;  it  is  probable,  however,  that  it 
does  not  exceed  ^4,500,000.  Assuming  this  amount 
to  be  nearly  correct,  the  whole  metallic  currency 
of  the  union  may  be  estimated  at  g2(',000,000.  Ap- 
plying the  same  rule  for  ascertaining  the  circula- 
tion of  the  banks,  not  embraced  by  statement  C, 


which  has  been  employed  to  determine  the_specie® 
the  hoie  amount  oi  bank  notes,  in  circulation,  may 
be  estimated  at  ^46, oUOjUOO.  Jt  is  probable,  hovv- 
evej,  that  tliis  estimate  is  too  high;  as,  according  to 
the  general  practice  of  banks,  all  notes  issued  are 
considered  in  circulation,  which  are  not  in  the  pos- 
session of  the  bank  by  which  they  were  issued.  A 
reasonable  deduction  being  made  from  the  notes 
supposed  to  be  in  circulation,  but  which  are,  in  fact, 
in  the  possession  of  other  banks,  it  is  probable  that 
the  actual  circulation,  both  of  paper  and  specie.  Is 
less,  at  this  time,  than  g45, 000,000.  By  the  same 
mode  of  calculation,  the  whole  amount  of  discounts 
may  be  estimated  at  gl56,00i  ,000. 

The  destruction  or  loss  of  the  returns  made  to  the 
treasury,  before  the  year  1816,  by  the  banks  in 
which  the  public  money  was  deposited,  prevents 
any  satisfactory  comparison  being  drawn  between 
their  condition  before  and  since  that  period.  Com- 
parative statements,  however,  have  been  received 
from  sixteen  bar^ks  in  difierent  parts  of  the  union, 
shewing  their  sitbation  on  the  30th  day  of  Septem- 
ber, in  the  years  1813,  1815  and  1819.  By  state- 
ment D it  appears  that  those  banks,  at  the  first  pe- 
riod, with  a capital  of  g6, 903,262,  and  with  ^3,059, 
149  of  specie  in  their  vaults,  circulated  g6, 845, 344 
of  their  notes,  and  discounted  to  the  amount  of 
^12,990,975:  at  the  second  period,  their  capital 
was  g8, 852, 371;  specie,  ^1,693,918;  circulation, 
^9,944,757;  and  discounts  gl5,727,218;  and  at  the 
third  period,  their  capital  was  ^9,711,960;  specie, 
^1,726,065;  circulation,  ^4,259,234;  and  discounts, 
^12,959,560. 

By  statement  B,  already  referred  to,  it  has  been 
shewn  that,  in  the  year  1814,  the  nominal  bank  ca- 
pital in  the  United  States  exceeded  ^^80,000,000. 
it  is  understood,  that  a large  addition  was  made  to 
it  in  that  year,  in  several  of  the  states  If  it  be  ad- 
mitted that  such  addition  amounted  to  gl5,000,000, 
the  bank  capital  in  operation,  in  the  year  1813,  may 
be.  stated  at  g65, 000,000.  Allowing  to  this  capital 
the  same  amount  of  specie,  circulation  and  dis- 
counts, as  was  comparatively  possessed  by  the 
banks  comprehended  in  statement  D,  the  estimate 
will  be,  specie  g !8, 000,000, circulation  ^62, 000,000 
and  discounts  ^117,000,000.  In  18l5,  the  bank  ca- 
pital had  increased  to  ^88,000,000;  whilst,  upon 
the  same  principle  of  calculation,  the  specie  would 
have  been  estimated  at  §^16,509,000,  circulation  at 
g99,000,000,  and  discounts  at  g 150,000,000.  Ap- 
plying this  principal  to  the  ^125,000,000  of  bank 
capital  in  operation  during  the  year  1819,  the  spe- 
cie possessed  by  all  the  banks  would  amount  to 
^21,500,000,  circulation  ^53,000,000,  and  discounts 
157,000,000  dollars. 

I’hese  last  results,  with  the  exception  of  the  dis- 
counts, very  materially  difier  from  those  whicli 
have  been  obtained  by  the  mode  of  calculation  pre- 
viously adopted.  They,  nevertheless,  furnish  mate- 
rials vdiich  may  be  useful  in  the  progress  of  this  en- 
quiry. From  them  the  following  deductions  mav 
be  drawn: 

1st.  That,  in  the  year  1813,  the  circulation  of 
bank  notes  was  nearly  equal  to  the  bank  capital 

2d.  That,  in  the  year  l8i5,  it  exceeded  the  ca- 
pital by  one  eighth: 

3d.  That,  in  tiie  year  1819,  it  was  less  than  llie 
capital  nearly  in  the  proportion  of  1 to  2.5: 

4th.  That,  whilst  the  amount  of  bank  capita]  has 
increased  since  1813,  from  65  to  1 ?5  millions,  tlie 
metallic  basis,  upon  which  the  cii  ciilation  of  notes 
is  founded,  has  decreased  in  the  proportion  of  15.5 
to  28;  being  equal  to  44-6  per  cent. 

5th.  That  the  circulation  of  notes  in  the  year 
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in  proportion  to  the  specie  in  the  possession 
of  the  banks,  exceeded  that  of  1813,  25.9  per  cent. 

6th.  That  in  the  year  18!  i,  the  discounts,  in  pro- 
portion to  the  bank  capital  employed,  exceeded 
Those  of  1815,  in  the  ratio  of  18  to  17,  and  those  of 
1819,  in  the  ratio  of  18  to  12. 

7th.  That  the  increase  of  bank  notes  in  circula- 
tion, between  the  years  1813  and  1815,  exceeded 
the  increase  of  discounts  during' the  same  period  by 
4,000,000  dols.  whilst  the  specie  in  the  vaults  of  the 
banks,  was  dimisiied  11,000,000  dols. 

8th.  'I’hat,  whilst,  between  the  years  1815  and 
.1819,  an  addition  of  37,000,000  dols.  has  been  made 
to  the  nominal  bank  capital  but  6,000,000  dols. 
have  been  added  to  the  aggregate  amount  of  dis- 
counts. 

It  is  probable,  that,  between  the  year  1811  and 
the  year  1813,  a considerable  addition  was  made  to 
the  paper  circulation  of  the  country.  From  a re- 
turn of  the  former  bank  of  the  United  States,  made 
to  the  treasury  in  1808,  it  appears  that,  with 
15,300,000  dols.  of  specie,  it  circulated  only  4,787,- 
000  dols.  of  notes.  Another  return  made  in  1810, 
shews  its  condition  was  not  materially  changed. 
Shortly  after  the  expiration  of  its  charter,  bank 
capital,  to  a great  amount,  was  incorporated  in 
some  of  the  states.  The  expenditures  produced 
by  the  war,  which  was  declared  in  1812,  without 
doubt,  contributed,  in  some  degree,  to  produce  the 
difference  between  the  condition  of  the  sixteen 
banks  already  referred  to,  and  that  of  the  former 
bank  of  the  United  States.  If  it  be  admitted,  how- 
ever, tiiat  the  circulation  in  1813  was  not  redun- 
dant, it  must  have  become  excessive  in  1815.  An 
increase  of  the  currency,  in  the  space  oftwoyears^ 
in  the  proportion  of  99  to  62,  even  if  it  had  been 
v/holly  metallic,  could  not  have  failed  to  have  pro- 
duced a very  great  depreciation,  but,  when  it  is 
considered  that,  not  only  the  increase,  but  the 
■whole  circulation  consisted  of  paper,  not  converti- 
ble into  specie,  some  idea  of  its  depreciation  may 
be  formed.  The  depreciation,  however,  was  not 
uniform  in  every  part  of  the  union,  The  variation 
in  the  degree  of  depreciation  depended  not  only 
upon  the  greater  issues  of  banks  in  one  section  of 
the  nation,  than  in  others;  but,  also,  upon  the  local 
advantages  which  they  enjoyed  as  to  commerce.  It 
is  impossible  to  determine,  with  precision,  where 
the  most  excessive  issue  of  bank  notes  occurred. 
Statement  E,  which  exhibits  the  rate  of  exchange 
between  the  principal  cities  to  the  east  of  this 
place  and  London,  and  the  price  of  bills  at  New 
York  upon  Boston,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore, 
during  the  years  1813,  1814,  1815,  and  I8l6,  may 
be  considered  presumptive  evidence  of  that  fact. 
So  far  as  it  can  be  relied  upon  for  that  purpose, 
Baltimore  was  the  point  of  greatest  depreciation 
among  the  above  mentioned  places.  This  is  pro- 
bably true;  as  it  is  known  that  the  banks  in  that 
place  made  greater  advances  to  the  government  in 
the  loans  which  it  obtained  during  the  late  war,  in 
proportion  to  their  capital,  than  those  of  Philadel- 
phia, New  York  and  Boston.  But  the  greatest  de- 
preciation of  the  currency  existed  in  the  interior 
states,  where  the  issues  were  not  only  excessive, 
but  where  their  relation  to  the  commercial  cities 
greatly  aggravated  the  effects  of  that  excess. 

This  statement  may  also  assist  in  explaining  the 
cause  of  the  necessity  which  existed  in  l8i  4,  for  the, 
suspension  of  specie  paymenisby  the  banks.  From 
the  commencement  of  the  war  until  tliat  event,  a 
large  amount  of  specie  was  taken  out  of  the  United 
States  by  the  sale  of  English  government  bills,  at  a 
discount,  .frequently  of  from  15  to  20  per  cent.  Im- 


mediately after  the  suspension,  they  commanded  ^ 
premium  in  those  places  where  the  banks  had  su®- 
pended  payment,  which  gradually  rose  to  20  peP 
cent,  whilst  at  Boston  they  remained  at  a discount 
of  about  14  per  cent,  until  February,  1815. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  degree  of  depre* 
ciation  of  the  currency,  in  1815,  it  continued  to 
augment  throughout  the  first  six  months  of  the 
year  18 16,  iftlierate  of  exchange  with  London  ie 
considered  conclusive  evidence  of  that  fact.  The 
excessive  importations  of  British  merchandize  dur- 
ing that  period,  and  in  the  preceding  year,  might 
indeed  account  for  the  increase  of  premium  paid 
upon  sterling  bills,  and  was,  probably,  one  of  the 
principal  causes  of  it.  'I'he  great  fluctuations  which 
occurred  in  the  latter  part  of  that  period,  furnish 
some  reason,  however,  for  ascribing  them,  in  some 
degree,  to  changes  in  the  value  of  the  currency,  in 
which  their  price  was  calculated,  rather  than  to  the 
ordinary  principles  of  exchange.  It  is  more  pro- 
bable that  the  currency  in  those  places  where  it 
was  not  convertible  into  specie,  fluctuated  in  valile 
according  to  the  efforts  which  were  made,  in  parti- 
cular places,  to  prepare  for  the  resumption  of  spe- 
cie payments,  than  that  the  balance  of  payment  be- 
tween the  two  countries  should  have  varied  to  such 
an  extent  as  is  indicated  by  the  sudden  variations 
which  occurred  during  that  period  in  the  rate  of 
exchange.  So  far  as  these  fluctuations  are  ascriba- 
ble  to  the  currency  in  which  the  rate  of  exchange 
was  determined,  a considerable  appreciation  of 
that  currency  took  place  in  the  last  months  of  the 
year  1816.  From  that  period  until  the  present 
time,  the  circulation  has  rapidly  diminished;  and  all 
the  evils  incident  to  a decreasing  currency  have 
been  felt  in  every  part  of  the  union,  except  in  some 
of  the  eastern  states. 

If,  as  previously  stated,  the  circulation  of  1813 
be  admitted  to  be  tl\e  amount  required  to  effect  the 
exchanges  of  the  community  with  facility  and  ad- 
vantage, and  that,  in  the  year  1815,  that  circulation 
was  extended  to  §99, 000,000,  which  was,  in  some 
degree^  augmented  in  1816,  the  extent  of  the  di- 
iriinution  of  the  currency,  in  the  space  of  three 
years,  may  be  received.  But  it  is  probable  that 
the  currency  in  1815  exceeded  §99,000,000.  The 
banks,  upon  whose  situation  that  estimate  is  found- 
ed, were  established  at  a period  when  the  practice 
of  dispensing  with  the  payment  of  those  portions  of 
their  capital  falling  due  after  they  went  into  opera- 
tion, had  not  been  generally  introduced.  Some  of 
them  did  not  suspend  their  specie  payments  during 
the  general  suspension,  The  rest  were  amongthe 
first  to  resume  them,  and  have  continued  them  to 
the  present  time.  It  cannot  be  expected  that  banks 
which  went  into  operation  during  the  war,  and  aftejp 
the  general  suspension  had  occurred,  were  con- 
ducted with  an  equal  degree  of  prudence  and  cir- 
cumspection. A reasonable  allowance  being  made 
for  bank  notes  supposed  to  be  in  circulation  at  that, 
period,  but  which  were,  in  fact,  in  the  possession  of 
other  banks,  and  for  the  excess  of  issues  beyond 
the  estimate,  the  circulation  may,  it  is  believed,  be 
safely  calculated  at  not  less  than  §110,000,000. — 
The  paper  circulation  in  1813  has  been  estimated 
at  §62,000,000.  At  that  period,  however,  gold  and 
silver  formed  a substantial  part  of  the  currency. — 
The  condition  of  the  old  bank  of  the  United  States, 
in  1810,  and  of’ the  sixteen  banks,  in  1813,  proves 
that  the  demand  for  specie  from  the  vaults  of  the 
banks  was  inconsiderable.  It  is,  therefore,  proba- 
ble that  the  whole  circulation  of  1813  amounted  lo 
§70,000,000.  In  1815,  it  is  estimated  to  have  risen 
to  §110,000,000;  and  this  amount  was  probably  ang  . 
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mented  in  l816.  At  the  close  oi'  1819,  it  has  been 
estiriiatecl,  upon  data  believed  to  be  substantially 
correct,  at  g45,0  j0,000.  According  to  these  esti- 
mates, the  currency  of  the  U.  States  has,  in  the  space 
of  three  years,  been  reduced  from  ^110,000,000  to 
^45,000,000.  This  reduction  exceeds  fifty  nine 
per  cent,  of  the  whole  circulation  of  1815.  The 
fact  that  the  currency  in  1815  and  1816  was  depre- 
ciated, has  not  sensibly  diminished  the  effect  upon 
the  community  of  this  great  and  sudden  reduction. 
Whatever  Was  the  degree  of  its  depreciation,  it  was 
still  the  measure  of  value.  It  determined  the  price 
oflabor,  and  of  all  the  property  of  the  community. 
A change  so  violent  could  not  fail,  under  the  most 
favorable  auspices  in  other  respects,  to  produce 
much  distress,  to  check  the  ardof  of  e ntef  prize,  and 
seriously  to  affect  the  productive  energies  of  the 
nation.  The  reduction  was,  in  fact,  commenced 
under  favorable  auspices.  I)ut4ng  the  year  1817, 
and  in  the  greater  part  of  1818,  all  the  surplus  pro- 
duce of  the  country  commanded,  in  foreign  mar- 
kets, higher  prices  than  ordinary.  I’he  rate  of 
foreign  exchange  afforded  no  inducement  for  the 
exportation  of  specie  for  the  purpose  of  discharg- 
ing debts  previously  contracted.  The  only  drain, 
to  which  the  metallic  currency  was  subject,  was  the 
demand  for  it,  for  the  prosecution  of  trade  to  the 
East  Indies  and  to  China.  In  tiiis  trade,  specie  be- 
ing the  principal  commodity,  and  indispensable  to 
its  prosecution,  the  amount  exported  during  those 
years  was  very  great,  and  seriously  affected  the 
amount  of  circulation,  by  compelling  the  banks  to 
diminish  their  discounts. 

Notwithstanding  the  drains  for  this  commerce, 
during  these  years,  was  unusually  large,  every  oth- 
er circumstance  was  favorable  to  the  restoration  of 
the  currency  to  a sound  state,  with  the  least  possi- 
ble distress  to  the  community.  The  capacity  of  the 
country  to  discharge  a large  portion  of  the  debts 
contracted  with  banks,  and  which  had  occasioned 
their  excessive  issues,  was  greater  than  at  any  for- 
mer period,  and  than  it  probably  will  be  again  for  a 
lapse  of  successive  years.  The  effort  to  reduce  the 
amount  of  currency  during  those  yeai-s,  though  suc- 
cessful to  a very  considerable  degree,  was  not  pur- 
sued with  sufficient  earnestness.  In  the  latter  part 
of  1818,  when  the  price  of  the  principal  articles  of 
American  production  had  fallen  nearly  fifty  per 
cent,  in  foreign  markets;  when  the  merchant  need- 
ed the  aid  of  additional  loans  to  sustain  him  against 
the  losses  which  he  bad  incurred  by  the  sudden  re- 
duction in  the  pricO  of  the  commodities  he  had  ex- 
ported; he  Was  called  upon  to  discharge  loans  pre- 
viously contracted.  The  agriculturist,  who  saw 
his  income  reduced  below  his  indispensable  neces- 
siiies;  the  manufacturer  who  was  not  only  strug- 
glingagainst  foreign  competition,  but  who  saw  the 
sale  of  his  manufactures  reduced  by  the  incapacity 
of  his  customers  to  buy;  in  fact,  all  classes  of  the 
community,  under  circumstances  so  adverse  to  the 
command  of  funds,  were  subjected  to  curtailments 
wherever  they  had  obtained  discounts. 

All  intelligent  writers  upon  currency  agree  that 
where  it  is  decreasing  in  amount,  poverty  and  mi- 
sery must  prevail.  The  correctness  of  the  opinion 
is  too  manifest  to  require  proof.  The  united  voice 
of  the  nation  attests  its  accuracy.  As  there  is  no 
recorded  example  in  the  history  of  nations  of  a re- 
duction of  the  currency,  so  rapid  and  so  extensive, 
so  but  few  examples  have  occurred,  of  distress  so 
general  and  so  severe,  as  that  which  has  been  ex- 
hibited in  the  United  States.  To  the  evils  of  a de- 
creasing currency  are  superadded  those  of  a defi- 
cient currency.  But,  notwithstanding  it  is  defi- 


cient, it  is  still  depreciated.  In  several  of  the  states 
the  great  mass  of  the  circulation  is  not  even  osten- 
sibly convertible  into  specie  at  the  will  of  the  hol- 
der. During  the  greater  part  of  the  time  that 
has  elapsed  since  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, the  convertibility  of  bank  notes  into  specie 
has  been  rather  nominal  than  real  in  the  largest 
portion  of  the  union.  On  the  part  of  the  banks, 
mutual  weakness  had  produced  mutual  forbearance.. 
The  extensive  diffusion  of  bank  stock  among  the 
great  body  of  the  citizens,  in  most  of  the  states,  had 
produced  the  same  forbearance  among  individuals. 
I o demand  specie  of  the  banks,  when  it  was  known 
that  they  were  unable  to  pay,  was  to  destroy  their 
own  interests,  by  destroying  the  credit  of  the 
banks,  in  which  the  productive  portion  of  their 
property  was  invested.  In  favor  of  forbearance, 
was  also  added  the  influeuce  of  the  great  mass  of 
bank  debtors.  Every  dollar  in  specie  drawn  oiit 
of  the  banks,  especially  for  exportation,  induced 
the  necessity  of  curtailments.  To  this  portion  of 
the  community  all  other  evils  were  light,  when  com- 
pared with  the  imperious  demands  of  banks.  Their 
exertions  to  prevent  the  drain  of  specie  in  the  pos- 
session of  those  who  controuled  their  destinv, 
equalled  the  rfiagnitude  of  the  evils  which  were  to 
be  avoided.  In  most  parts  of  the  union  this  forc- 
ed state  of  things  is  passing  away.  I'he  convert!- 
biiity  of  bank  notes  into  specie  is  becoming  real 
wdaerever  it  is  ostensible.  If  public  opinion  does 
not  correct  the  evil  in  those  states  where  this  con- 
vertibility is  not  even  ostensible,  it  will  be  the  im- 
perious duty  of  those  who  are  invested  with  the 
power  of  correction  to  apply  the  appropriate  remc- 

As  the  currency  is,  at  least  in  some  parts  of  the 
union,  depreciated,  it  must,  in  those  parts,  suffer  a 
further  reduction  before  it  becomes  sound.  The 
nation  must  continue  to  suffer  until  this  is  effected. 
After  the  currency  shall  be  reduced  to  the  amount 
which,  when  the  present  quantity  of  the  precious 
metals  is  distributed  among  the  various  nations  of 
the  world,  in  proportion  to  their  respective  ex- 
changeable values,  shall  be  assigned  to  the  United 
States;  when  time  shall  have  regulated  the  price  of 
labor,  and  of  commodities,  according  to  that  amount; 
and  when  pre-existing  engagements  shall  have 
been  adjusted,  the  sufferings  from  a depreciated, 
decreasing,  and  deficient  currency,  will  be  terminat- 
ed. Individual  and  public  prosperity  will  gradual- 
ly revive,  and  the  productive  energies  of  the  na- 
tion resume  their  accustomed  activity.  But,  new 
changes  in  the  currency,  and  circumstances  ad- 
verse to  the  perpetuity  of  the  general  prosperity, 
may  reasonably  be  expected  to  occur.  So  far  as 
the  changes  depend  upon  the  currency,  their  re- 
currence, to  an  extent  sufficient  to  disturb  the  pros- 
perity of  the  nation,  would  be  effectually  prevent- 
ed, if  it  could  be  rendered  purely  metallic.  In  that 
event,  we  should  always  letain'that  proportien  of 
the  precious  metals  which  our  exchangeable  com- 
modities bear  to  those  of  other  nations,  q he  cur- 
rency would  seldom  be  either  redundant  or  defi- 
cient, to  an  extent  that  would  seriously  affect  the 
interest  of  society.  But  when  the  currency  is  me- 
tallic, and  paper  convertible  into  specie,  changes 
to  such  an  extent,  it  is  believed,  will  frequently  oc- 
cur. 

The  establishment  of  banks  which  are  restr.ained 
from  issuing  notes  of  small  denominations,  furnishes 
great  facilities  for  the  transmission  of  money,  and  in- 
creases the  efficiency  of  the  capital  .subject  to  their 
control,  to  the  extent  of  the  credit  employed  by 
them.  The  degree  of  facility  afforded  by  ih  em  for 
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the  transportation  or  transmission  of'money,  depends 
upon  the  extent  of  country  within  which  their  notes 
circulate,  and  preserve  a value  equivalent  to  spe- 
cie. Ordinarily,  this  extent  is  determined  by  the 
interior  trade  of  the  country;  they  will  circulate 
throu.^h  the  whole  extent  of  country,  the  produce 
of  which  is  carried  for  sale  to  the  place  of  their  es- 
tablishment. If  they  are  established  only  in  the 
principal  commercial  city  of  the  nation,  their  notes 
will  circulate  throug”!!  the  whole  extent  of  its  terri- 
tory, and  afford  the  greatest  possible  facility  for 
the  transmission  of  money.  If  they  are  establish- 
ed in  several  of  the  commercial  cities,  their  circu- 
lation will  be  circumscribed  by  the  sections  of  coun- 
try, the  inhabitants  of  which  trade  to  tliose  cities.  — 
The  facility  for  transmitting  money  will  be  diihinish- 
ed  by  their  establishment.  But  if  banks  should  be 
establislied  in  all  the  interior  towns,  this  facility 
would  be  impaired  to  a still  greater  dep*ee.  In 
that  event,  their  notes  would  circulate  within  very 
narrow  limits;  but,  within  those  limits,  the  notes  of 
the  banks  in  the  commercial  cities  would  no  longer 
form  part  of  the  circulation.  Should  they,  by  acci- 
dent, be  carried  within  it,  the  first  individual  having 
remittances  to  make,  and  into  whose  hands  they 
mig'ht  come,  would  use  them  for  that  purpose. 

i he  degree  of  credit  which  a bank  can  employ, 
in  proportion  to  its  capital,  depends  upon  a vai'ie- 
ty  of  circumstances.  If  the  community  reposes 
great  confidence  in  the  prudence  and  integrity  of 
those  who  direct  its  concerns;  if  the  capital  employ- 
ed is  small  in  proportion  to  the  demand  for  the 
transmission  of  money;  if  there  is  no  other  bank, 
whose  local  situation  repels  its  circulation  from 
those  sections  of  country,  the  produce  of  which  is 
ultimately  carried  to  the  place  where  it  is  establish- 
ed the  credit  which  it  will  be  able  to  employ  will  be 
very  great.  Where  all  these  facilities  are  wanting, 
the  extent  of  the  credit  which  it  will  employ  will  be 
very  inconsiderable.  The  additional  efficiency  which 
in  the  latter  case,  will  be  imparted  to  capital  in- 
vested in  banks,  will,  it  is  believed,  not  countervail 
the  evils  which  necessarily  result  from  their  estab- 
lishment. 

Among  the  advantages  which  have  been  suppos- 
ed most  strongly  to  recommend  their  establishment, 
©specially  in  a community  whose  resources  are  ra- 
pidly expanding,  their  capacity.suddenly  to  increase 
the  currency  to  the  utmost  demand  for  it,  has  been 
considered  the  most  important. 

In  a country  where  the  currency  is  purely  me- 
tallic, no  considerable  addition  can  be  made  to  it, 
without  giving,  at  the  time  of  its  acquisition,  arti- 
cles in  exchange  of  equal  value.  No  addition  can 
be  made  to  the  currency  without  affecting,  to  the 
extent  of  such  addition,  the  enjoyments  of  the 
community.  The  amount  so  added  will,  to  the 
same  extent,  diminish  the  quantity  of  articles  which 
would  otherwise  be  imported  into  the  country  for 
domestic  consumption,  or  for  re-exportation. 

Ordinarily,  the  currency  of  one  country  will  not 
be  exported  to  another,  because  its  value  in  every 
country  is  nearly  the  same.  It  will  not,  therefore, 
like  other  commodities,  command  a commercial 
profit  upon  exportation.  It  will  be  taken  from  one 
country  to  another,  only  when  the  price  of  commo- 
dities in  the  former  is  so  high  as  to  produce  a loss 
in  the  latter,  equal  to  the  expense  of  transporting 
specie.  It  is  this  condition,  annexed  to  every  ac- 
quisition to  the  currency  of  a state,  when  it  is  pure- 
ly metallic,  of  diminishing,  to  the  same  extent,  the 
©njo}ments  of  the  community,  which  affords  th 
most  efficient  protection  against  its  becoming  r^- 
dundant.  It  is  equally  efficient  in  guardingagainst 


a deficiency,  to  an  extent  that  can  seriously  affec 
the  interest  of  the  community.  But  this  condition 
is  not  annexed  to  the  increase  of  the  currency,  by 
the  issue  of  bank  notes,  even  when  convertible  into 
specie.  The  notes,  by  which  the  currency  is  sud- 
denly augmented,  do  not,  in  any  degree,  diminish 
the  enjoyments  of  the  community.  No  equivalent 
is,  by  such  issue,  transferred  to  another  communi- 
ty, as  is  invariably  done  when  an  acquisition  is  made 
to  a metallic  currency  Whenever  the  currency  can 
be  augmented,  exempt  from  such  transfer,  it  must 
be  subject  to  some  degree  of  lluctuation  in  quanti- 
ty. Every  addition  made  to  the  currency  by  the 
issue  of  bank  notes,  changes  the  relation  which 
previously  existed  between  the  amount  of  the  cur- 
rency, and  the  amount  of  the  commodities  which 
are  to  be  exchanged  through  its  agency, — Their  is- 
sue depends  not  upon  receiving,^ in  exchange,  arti- 
cles of  equal  value;  but,  upon  a pledge  of  the  credit 
of  one  or  more  individuals,  to  the  amount  of  such  is- 
sue. No  evil  can  result  to  the  community  from  the 
advance  of  the  capital  of  a bank  in  exchange  for  the 
credit  of  individuals.  In  that  case,  no  addition  is 
made  to  the  amount  of  the  currency  previously  in 
circulation.  It  is  perfectly  immaterial  to  society, 
whether  this  capital  be  lent  by  individuals  or  by 
corporations,  t he  relation  between  the  currency 
and  the  exchangeable  commodities  of  the  state  is 
not  disturbed.  But,  when  their  credit  is  greatly- 
extended,  the  currency  is  expanded,  and  that  rela- 
tion is  deranged.  An  expansion  of  the  currency, 
through  the  agency  of  banks,  will  generally  occur 
only  in  periods  of  prosperity.  During  such  peri- 
ods, exterprize  will  be  fostered,  industry  stimulat- 
ed, and  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  the  people 
advanced  without  the  fictitious  aid  of  an  expansive 
currency.  But  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  a sud- 
den increase  of  the  currency  during  periods  of 
prosperity,  through  the  agency  of  bank  issueS;, 
gives  additional  force  and  activity  to  the  national 
enterprize  Such  an  increase  will  be  followed  by  a 
general  rise  in  the  value  of  all  articles,  especially 
of  those  which  cannot  be  exported. — !'he  price  of 
lands,  houses,  and  public  stock  will  be  augmented, 
in  a greater  degree,  than  if  no  such  increase  had 
taken  place. 

If  these  prices  could  be  maintained;  if  they  could 
even  be  protected  against  sudden  reduction,  they 
would  be  cause  of  gratulation  rather  than  of  com 
plaint.  But,  the  expansion  of  the  currency  by  tlie 
issue  of  paper,  in  a period  of  prosperity,  will  inevi- 
tably be  succeeded  by  its  contraction  in  periods  of 
adversity.  The  extent  to  which  the  currency  may 
be  contracted,  through  the  agency  of  banks,  de- 
pends upon  the  use  which  they  may  have  made  of 
their  credit.  The  excess  of  their  discounts  beyond 
their  capital  actually  paid,  determines  the  amount 
of  the  credit  which  they  have  employed.  Thus,  in 
1813,  the  capital  of  the  banks  in  the  United  States 
has  been  estimated  at  65  000  000  dols.  and  their 
discounts  at  117  OOO  000  dols.  The  extent  to  which 
their  credit  was  then  employed  was  52,000,000  dols. 
Their  circulation,  at  the  same  period,  has  been  es- 
timated at  62,000,000  dols.  In  this  estimate  no  al- 
lowance was  made  for  notes  stated  to  be  in  circula- 
tion. but  which  were  probably  in  the  possession  of 
other  banks.  A reasonable  deduction  being  made 
on  that  account,  it  is  probable  that  the  pajier  cir- 
culation did  not  much  exceed  52,000.000  dols.  But 
the  liability  of  the  banks  for  specie,  was  equal  to 
ihe  whole  amount  of  notes  represented  to  be  in 
circulation  besides  the  individual  deposites.  To 
meet  an  immediate  dema  -.d,  they  are  estimated  to 
have  had  .^8,000, 000  dols.  in  specie.  If  the  de- 
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posites  of  individuals  should  be  estimated  at 
18.000,000  dols.  their  ultimate  means  of  meeting 
the  demand  of  62,000,000  dols.  without  sacrificing 
their  capital,  would  consist  of  10,000,000 dols.  in 
specie,  and  52.  000,000  dols.  secured  by  the  notes 
of  individuals;  this  sum  being  the  excess  of  their 
discounts  over  their  capital.  Under  ordinary  cir- 
cumstances, the  basis  upon  which  the  credit  of  tliis 
circulation  rested,  migiit  be  considered  sufficient 
to  sustain  it.  A debt  of  117,000,000  dols.  could  not 
under  the  most  adverse  circumstances,  be  consider- 
ed inadequate  to  meet  one  of  52,000,000  dols.  Kut, 
in  the  case  of  currency,  the  capacity  of  ultiinato 
redemption  is  not  sufficient.  5 he  capacity  to  re- 
deem it  as  It  is  presented  is  indispensable.  When- 
ever the  public  confidence,  in  this  capacity,  is  im- 
paired, an  immediate  demand  for  specie  will  be 
created;  and,  if  it  is  not  promptly  met,  deprecia- 
tion will  ensue.  But,  even  in  circumstances  in  some 
degree  adverse  *b  the  operation  of  banks,  if  their 
discounts  consisted  principally  of  notes  founded 
upon  real  transactions,  in  which  the  idea  of  renew- 
al was  excluded;  and  if  specie  formed  a consider- 
able proportion  of  the  circulation,  the  capacity  of 
the  banks  to  meet  the  demands  upon  them  for  spe- 
cie, might  have  been  sufficient  to  sustain  the  credit 
of  the  currency.  If,  on  the  other  hand,  the  debts 
due  to  the  banks  consisted  chiefly  of  fixed  or  per- 
manent loans,  generally  denominated  accommoda- 
tion paper;  if  specie  had  been  banished  from  cir- 
culation, by  the  issue  of  dollar  notes,  the  suspen- 
sion of  payment  by  the  banks  could  not  fail  to  be 
the  result  of  any  considerable  pressure  upon  them 
for  specie.  In  the  former  case,  as  their  notes 
should  be  withdrawn  from  circulation,  they. would 
gradually  be  reduced  to  the  demand  for  them  for 
the  transmission  of  money.  If  the  effort  to  with- 
draw them  should  be  continued  beyond  that  point 
specie,  would  be  paid  into  the  banks  by  their  deb- 
tors, in  preference  to  bank  notes;  and  the  just  pro- 
portion between  the  paper  circulation,  and  the  spe- 
cie in  their  vaults,  would  be  promptly  restored.  In 
the  latter  case,  as  the  debts  due  to  the  banks  would 
not,  according  to  the  understanding  of  the  parties, 
become  due  at  short  intervals,  the  only  mode  of 
meeting  the  increasing  demands  upon  them  for 
specie  would  be  to  requii'e  of  the  whole  mass  of 
debtors  the  payment  of  a fixed  proportion  of  the 
sums  due  by  them.  As  the  circumstances  which 
would  require  this  measure,  on  the  part  of  the 
banks,  would  generally  affect  the  community  in  the 
same  d«gree;  the  capacity  of  their  debtors  to  meet 
this  demand  would  generally  be  found  to  be  in  an 
inverse  ratio  to  the  demand.,  I’he  demand  itself 
being  inconsistent  with  the  impression  under  which 
the  debt  was  contracted,  would  be  resisted  in  eve- 
ry case,  where  the  interest  of  the  debtor  would  be 
subserved  by  delay.  As  specie  formed  but  an  in- 
considerable part  of  the  currency,  the  reduction  of 
the  paper  circulation  would  have,  to  be  carried  to  a 
greater  extent  than  in  the  former  case.  A just  pro- 
portion between  the  paper  circulation  and  the  spe- 
cie necessary  to  support  it,  could  be  obtained  only 
by  the  positive  reduction  of  the  former,  as  it  would 
be  impracticable  to  increase  the  latter,  while  the 
demand  continued, — Under  such  circumstances, 
the  suspension  of  payment  would  be  the  probable 
result. 

Such,  in  fact,  were  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  suspension  in  1814  occurred. 

The  injudicious  multiplication  of  banks,  where 
capital  in  that  form  to  some  extent,  might  have 
been  useful;  the  establishment  of  them  where  they 
only  could  be  injurious-;  the  permission  to  issue 


dollar  notes,  by  which  specie  was  banished  from 
circulation;  and  the  demand  for  specie  for  export- 
ation which  existed  during  the  years  1813  and 
1814,  imposed  upon  the  banks  in  the  middle,  .south- 
ern and  western  states,  the  necessity  of  suspending 
payment.  A longer  effort  to  discharge  their  notes 
in  specie  v;ouId  not  only  have  been  neffectual,  but 
would  certainly  have  postponed,  to  a more  remote 
period,  the  resumption  of  specie  payments.  The 
evils  which  have  resulted  to  the  community  from 
that  suspension  have  certainly  been  great:  but, 
it  may  well  be  doubted,  whether  others  of  equal 
magnitude  would  not  have  been  suffered,  if  that 
event  had  not  occurred.  The  extent  to  which  the 
currency  must  have  been  reduced,  in  order  to  have 
avoided  the  suspension,  could  not  have  failed  at 
any  period,  to  produce  great  embarrassments  and 
distress  to  the  community.  But,  in  a time  of  war; 
when  the  country  was  invaded;  when  the  public 
safety  required  that  the  energies  of  the  nation 
should  be  fully  developed,  a sudden  and  extensive 
reduction  of  the  currency,  by  any  cause  whatever, 
would  have  been  fatal.  Under  such  circumstan- 
ces, the  demand  for  currency  would  have  been  toe? 
imperious  to  be  resisted.  It  would,  from  necessity, 
have  been  supplied  by  the  issue  of  treasury  notes. 

The  fact,  that,  in  a small  portion  of  the  union^ 
specie  payments  were  continued,  cannot  be  admit- 
ted as  evidence,  that  it  was  practicable  throughout 
the  nation.  In  that  part  of  the  country,  the  extei^ 
sive  bank  issues,  consequent  upon  loans  to  the  gov- 
ernment in  the  middle  states, had  not  occurred.  For-^ 
eign  trade,  which,  in  other  parts  of  the  union,  was 
nearly  annihilated,  still  preserved  there  a languid 
j existence,  through  the  permission  or  connivance 
; of  the  enemy.  These  circumstances  could  not  fail 
to  enable.the  banks,  in  the  eastern  states,  to  con- 
tinue specie  payments  longer  than  those  of  the 
middle,  southern,  and  western  states.  In  an  effort 
to  preserve  their  credit,  they  would,  inevitably, 
be  the  last  that  would  fall.  In  such  a struggle, 
however,  they  must  leave  failed,  had  not  the  circula- 
tion of  the  ])aper  of  their  weaker  neighbors  and 
the  issues  of  treasury  notes  come  to  their^aid.  But 
for  this  adventitious  assistance,  wholly  unconnected 
with  the  wisdom  and  foresight  of  their  directors, 
specie  payments  must  have  been  suspended  there, 
or  the  best  interests  of  the  community  have  been 
sacrificed.  From  that  period,  until  the  resumption 
of  specie  payments  in  the  early  part  of  1817,  trea- 
sury notes,  and  the  notes  of  the  banks  which  had 
suspended  payment,  formed  the  great  mass  of  cir- 
culation in  the  eastern  part  of  the  union.  Specie, 
or  the  notes  of  banks  which  continued  to  pay  specie, 
formed  no  part  of  the  receipts  of  the  government 
in  Boston  and  the  districts  east  of  that  town,  until 
about  the  close  of  the  year  1816. 

In  all  great  exigencies,  which  in  the  course  of 
human  events,  may  be  expected  to  arise  in  every 
nation,  the  suspension  of  payment  by  banks,  where 
the  circulation  consistsprincipally  of  bank  notes,  is 
one  of  the"  evils  which  ought  to  be  considered  as 
the  inevitable  consequence  of  their  establishment. 
Even  in  countries  where  paper  does  not  form  the 
principal  part  of  the  circulation^  such  an  event 
will  sometimes  happen.  In  the  year  1797,  when 
the  restriction  was  imposed  upon  the  bank  of 
England,  the  average  of  its  circulation,  for  several 
successive  years,  was  about  10,000,000/.  sterling, 
whilst  the  metallic  currency  was  estimated  at  30, 
000, OOu/.  Yet  in  that  country,  whose  trade  in  the 
time  of  war,  through  the  protection  of  its  fleets, 
was  ra.her  expanded  than  contracted,  it  w’as  found 
1 necessary  to  authorise  the  bank  to  suspend  paymentj; 
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which  suspension,  after  a lapse  of  twent}^-three 
years,  still  continues.  When  the  existence  of  bunks 
depends  upon  the  authority  that  regulates  tiie  cur- 
rency, rnay  be  practicable  to  impose  salutary 
checks  against  excessive  issues  of  paper  during 
suspension:  and  in  some  degree  to  guard  agamst  an 
excessive  issue  ofthe  currency.  But,  where  these 
institutions  are  created  by  an  authorit)'^  having  no 
])Ower  to  regulate  the  currency,  and,  especially, 
where  they  are  created  by  a great  variety  of  au- 
xhorities  independent  of  each  other,  and  practi- 
cally incapable  of  cting  in  concert,  it  is  manifest 
that  no  such  checks  or  restraints  can  be  imposed. 
It  is  impossible  to  imagine  a currency  more  vicious 
than  that  which  depends  upon  the  will  of  nearly 
four  hundred  banks,  entirely  independent  of  each 
other,  when  released  from  all  restraint  against  ex- 
cessive issues.  By  the  term  currency,  the  issue  of 
paper  by  government,  as  a financial  resource,  is 
excluded.  Even  such  an  issue,  in  a state  where 
the  reign  of  law  is  firmly  established,  and  public 
opinion  controls  the  public  councils,  would  be 
preferable  to  a currency  similar  to  that  which  ex- 
isted in  some  parts  ofthe  United  St.  tes,  during  the 
general  suspension,  and  which  now  exists  in  some 
of  the  states.  This  truth  has  been  practicably  de- 
monstrated, by  the  redemption  of  the  whole  of  the 
treasury  notes,  issued  during  the  war,  within  the 
short  space  of  about  two  years  after  the  peace; 
whilst  a large  amount  of  bank  notes  issued  during 
the  suspension  are  yet  unredeemed  and  greatly  de- 
preciated. 

1'here  can  be  no  doubt,that  a metallic  currency; 
connected  with  a paper  circulation,  convertible 
into  specie,  and  not  exceeding  the  demand  for  the 
facile  transmission  of  money,  is  the  most  conve- 
nient that  can  be  devised.  When  the  paper  cir- 
culation exceeds  that  demand,  the  metallic  curren- 
cy to  the  amount  of  the  excess  will  be  exported, 
and  a liability  to  sudden  fluctuations  to  the  same 
extent  will  be  produced. 

If  banks  were  established  only  in  the  principal 
commercial  cities  of  each  state;  if  they  were  re- 
strained from  the  issue  of  notes  of  small  denomina- 
tions; if  they  should  retain  an  absolute  control  over 
one  half  of  their  capital,  and  the  whole  of  the  cre- 
dit which  they  employ,  by  discounting  to  that 
amo\int  nothing  but  transaction  paper  payable  at 
short  dates;  the  credit  and  stability  of  the  banks 
would,  at  least,  be  unquestionable.  Their  notes 
could  always  be  redeemed  in  specie  on  demand. 
The  remaining  part  of  their  capital  might  be  ad- 
vanced upon  long  credits  to  manufacturers,  and 
even  to  agriculturalists,  without  the  danger  of  be- 
ing under  the  necessity  of  calling  upon  such  debt- 
ors to  contribute  to  their  relief,  if  emergencies 
should  occur.  Such  debtors  are,  in  fact,  unable  to 
meet  sudden  exigencies,  and  ought  never  to  accept 
of  advances  from  banks,  but  upon  long  credits,  for 
which  timely  provision  may  be  made.  The  latter 
class,  of  all  others,  is  the  least  qualified  to  meetthe 
sudden  demands  which  a pressure  upon  banks  com- 
pels them  to  make  upon  tlieir  debtors  The  re- 
turns of  capital  invested  in  agriculture  are  too  slow 
and  distant  to  justify  engagements  with  banks,  ex- 
cept upon  long  credits.  If  the  payment  of  the 
principal  should  be  demanded  at  other  periods 
than  those  at  which  the  husbandman  receives  the 
annual  reward  of  his  toil,  the  distress  which  would 
I'esult  from  the  exaction  would  greatly  outweigh 
any  benefit  which  was  anticipated  from  the  loan. 
That  the  establishment  of  banks,  in  agricultural 


I districts,  has  greatly  improved  the  general  appear- 
ance of  the  country,  is  not  denied.  Comfortable 
mansions,  and  spacious  barns,  have  been  erected; 
lands  have  been  cleared  and  reduced  to  cultivation; 
farms  have  been  stocked  and  rendered  more  pro- 
ductive, by  the  aid  of  bank  credits.  But  these  im- 
provements will  eventually  be  found,  in  most  cases, 
to  effect  the  ruin  of  the  proprietor.  The  fai’m, 
with  its  improvements,  will  frequently  prove  une- 
qual to  the  discharge  of  the  debts  incurred  in  its 
embellishment.  Such,  in  fact,  is  the  actual  or  ap- 
prehended state  of  things  wherever  banks  have 
■een  established  in  the  small  inland  towns  and  vil- 
lages. Poverty  and  distress  are  impending  over 
the  heads  of  most  of  those  who  have  attempted  to 
improve  their  farms  by  the  aid  of  bank  credits.  So 
general  is  this  distress,  that  the  principal  attention 
ofthe  state  legislatures,  where  the  evil  exists,  is,  at 
this  moment,  directed  to  the  adoption  of  measures 
calculated  to  rescue  their  fellow  citizens  from  the 
inevitable  effects  of  their  own  indiscretion.  If,  in 
affording  a shield  to  the  debtor,  against  the  legal 
demand  of  his  creditor,  the  axe  shall  be  applied  to 
the  root  of  the  evil,  by  the  annihilation  of  banks 
where  they  ought  never  to  have  existed,  the  inter- 
ference, however  doubtful  in  point  of  policy  or 
principle,  may,  eventually,  be  productive  of  more 
good  than  evii. 

The  general  system  of  credit,  which  has  been  in- 
troduced through  the  agency  of  banks,  brought 
home  to  every  man’s  door,  has  produced  a fictitious 
state  of  things,  extremely  adverse  to  the  sober, 
frugal,  and  industrious  habits,  which  ought  to  be 
cherished  in  a republic.  In  the  place  of  these  vir- 
tues, extravagance,  idleness,  and  the  spirit  of  gam- 
bling adventure  have  been  engendered  and  fostered 
by  our  institutions.  So  far  as  these  evils  have 
been  produced  by  the  establishment  of  banks, 
where  they  are  not  required,  by  the  omission  to 
impose  upon  them  wholesome  restraints;  and  by 
the  ignorance  or  misconduct  of  those  who  have 
been  entrusted  with  their  direction,  they  are  be- 
lieved to  be  beyond  the  control  of  the  federal  go- 
vernment. Since  the  resumption  of  specie  pay- 
ments, measures  have  been  adopted  in  some  of  the 
states  to  enforce  their  continuance;  in  others,  the 
evil  has  been  left  to  the  correction  of  public  opi- 
nion. There  is,  however,  some  reason  to  appre- 
hend, that  the  authority  of  law  may  be  interposed 
in  support  of  the  circulation  of  notes,  not  converti- 
ble into  specie. 

But  the  federal  government  has,  by  its  measures, 
in  some  degree,  contributed  to  the  spirit  of  specu- 
lation, and  of  adventurous  enterprise,  which,  at  this 
moment  so  strongly  characterise  the  citizens  of  this 
republic,  the  system  of  credit,  which,  in  the  infancy 
of  our  commerce,  was  indispensable  to  its  prosperi- 
ty, if  not  to  its  existence,  has  been  extended  at  a. 
period  when  the  dictates  of  sound  discretion  seem- 
edto  require  that  it  should, be  .shortened.  The  cre- 
dit given  upon  the  sale  of  the  national  domain  has 
diffused  this  spirit  of  speculation  and  of  inordinate 
enterprise  among  the  great  mass  of  our  citizens. 
The  public  lands  are  purchased,  and  splendid  towns 
erected  upon  them,  with  bank  credits.  Every  thing 
is  artificial.  The  rich  inhabitant  of  the  commercial 
cities,  and  the  tenant  ofthe  forests,  differ  only  in 
the  object  of  their  pursuit.  Whetlier  commerce, 
splendid  mansions,  or  public  lands,  be  the  object  of 
desire,  the  means  by  which  the  gratification  is  to 
be  secured,  are  bank  credits. 

[To  be  continued. 
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The  proceeding’s  of  cdngTess  are  interesting’. 
Both  liouses  seem  to  have  resolved  on  the  despatch 
of  business.  There  is  a cowsicierab  e quantity  of 
debate,  but  of  the  right  sort—no  set-speeches  to 
wear  out  each  others  patience  and  waste  the  pub- 
lictime. Though  there  is  an  active  and  numerous 
body  in  favor  of  retrench  ment,it  does  not  appear  that 
much  will  be  done  to  suit  the  government  to  thp 
condition  of  the  nation:  still,  at  this  moment,  we 
should  deem  it  inexpedient  to  impair  the  effective 
force  of  the  army  and  Jiavy.  The  report  of  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  relations  is  important.  Several 
letters  to  the  editor  express  an  opinion  that  a ma- 
jority is  at  present  opposed  to  a seizure  of  the 
Floridas.  See  the  article  on  this  subject,  page  46. 

g;;j=The  report  of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
on  a national  currency,  &c.  is  so  continued  as  to 
avoid  a break  when  the  volume  is  bound  up,  as  it  is 
our  custom  to  dispose  of  long  articles:  we  shall  con- 
clude it,  with  the  tabular  statements,  next  week. 
'I'he  original  and  miscellaneous  matters  commence 
in  page  45. 

G^We  have  very  late  aiid  highly  interesting 
news  from  Europe.  We  have  spent  much  time  in 
collecting,  out  of  a migdity  mass  of  matter,  the  ap- 
parent facts  useful  to  be  known  and  preserved,  as 
the  history  of  our  own  times. 

(X;^A  supplement  will  be  published  next  week, 
to  relieve  ourburthened  files  a little  and  bring  up 
lee-way.  “One  of  the  people,”  liereafter. 

Relatidns  xviih  Spain.  A heavy  pamphlet  relative 
to  our  affairs  with  Spain,  and  also  two  interesting 
letters  from  the  secretary  of  state  to  the  chairman 
of  the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  have  reach- 
ed us.  I'he  former  was  prepared  to  be  noticed  in 
abstract,  and  the  latter  inserted  in  extenso,  in  this 
sheet,  hnt  necessity^  in  the  mechanical  department, 
has  compelled  the  postponement  of  these  things 
until  next  week.  1 he  pamphlet  throws  little,  if 
any,  additional  light  on  our  concerns  wdth  Spain, — 
Nor  is  any  prospect  held  out  as  to  a termination  of 
hegociation.  _ The  letters  from  Mr.  Adams,  in  an 
Swer  to  certain  questions  proposed  by  the  commit- 
tee, amount  to  this- that  the  treaty  is  supposed 
binding  on  the  king  of  Spain,  like  a covenant  to 
convey  lands  by  an  individual.  He  also  intimates 
that  probably  a reason  w hy  the  treaty  has  not  been 
ratified,  wtis  in  a desire  that  the  U.  s'.  should  stand 
pledged  not  to  recognize  the  independence  of  the 
South  American  provinces,  though  such  a pledge 
had  been  decisively  refused  long  since.  He  gives  us 
to  understand  that  some  prospective  view's  of  the 
policy  of  the  French  and  Russian  governments  have 
been  obtained — they  are  favorable  to  a little  further 
exercise  of  our  patience.  4'he  secretary  does  not 
expect  that  in  the  event  of  a war  with  Spain,  any  of 
the  European  powers  will  interfere— but  concludes 
that  the  greatest  reliance  of  Spain  would  be  in  the 
employment  of  privateers  fitted  out  and  manned  by 
the  people  of  other  countries. 


report  OF  THE  SECRETART  OF  THE  TREASURY. 

[^Continued  from  page  AsO.'] 

This  state  of  things  is  no  less  unfriendly  to  the 
duration  of  our  republican  institutions,  than  it  is  ad- 
verse to  the  developement  of  our  national  energies. 
Vox.  XVIIJ. — -4.  . 


when  great  emergencies  shall  arise;  for,  upon  such 
occasions,  the  attention  of  the  citizen  w'jil  be  di- 
rected to  the  preservation  of  his  pi  operiy  from  the 
grasp  of  his  creditors,  instead  of  being  devoted  to 
the  defence  of  his  country.  Instead  of  being  able 
to  pay  With  promptitude  the  contribiitions  necessa- 
ry to  the  preservation  of  the  state,  he  will  be  induc- 
ed to  claim  the  interference  of  the  government  to 
protect  him  against  the  effects  of  his  folly  aiid  ex- 
travagance. 

This  Dughtnot  to  be  the  condition  of  a republic, 
when  menaced  by  foreign  force,  or  domestic  com- 
motion. Such,  it  is  apprehended,  will  be  the  con- 
dition of  the  Lnited  States,  if  the  course  which  has 
been  pursued  since  the  coniniencement  of  the  late 
war  is  not  abandoned.  Since  that  period,  it  is  be- 
lieved, the  number  of  banks  in  the  Uiuted  States 
has  been  more  than  doubled  They  have  been  es- 
tablished in  the  little  inland  towns  and  villages,  and 
have?broLight  distress  and  ruin  upon  tiie  inhabitants. 
Whenithe  cause  and  the  extent  of  the  tyvil  is  known, 
no  doubt  is  entertained  thatthe  appropriate  reme- 
dies will  be  applied  by  those,  who,  in  our  complex 
form  of  government,  are  invested  with  the  necessa- 
ry authority. 

But  the  resolution  requires  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  “to  report  such  measures  as,  in  his  opini- 
on, may  be  expedient  to  procure  and  retain,  a suf- 
ficient quantity  of  gold  and  silver  com  in  the  Unit- 
ed States.” 

It  has  already  been  suggested  that,  if  the  cur- 
rency was  purely  metallic,  or  connected  with  paper 
convertible  into  specie,  to  the  extent  only  of  the 
demand  for  the  transmission  of  money,  the,  United 
States  wouldretain  that  proportion  ofthe  precious 
meials  wdiich  the  value  of  their  exchangeable  com- 
Tnodities  bore  to  those  of  ether  states.  But,  if  paper 
can  be  made  to  circulate  independent  of  its  em- 
ployment in  the  transmission  of  funds,  gmld  and  sil- 
ver, to  the  same  extent,  will  be  exported,  if  pa- 
per will  be  received  and  employed  generally  as 
the  medium  of  exchange,  and  especially  if  it  is  is- 
sued in  bills  of  small  denominations,  the  amount  of 
specie,which  will  be  exported, wiilbe  greaterin  pro- 
portion to  the  paper  in  circulation.  If  this  position 
be  correct,  the  power  of  congress  wiilbe  sufficient 
to  retain  any  considerable  portion  of  gold  and  silver 
in  tlie  United  States.  Bank  notes,  from  one  dollar 
to  those  of  large  denominations,  have  circulated, 
and,  it  is  presumed,  will  continue  to  circulate,  in- 
dependent of  its  authority.  As  long  as  bank  notes 
will  be  received  as  a substitute  for  specie,  the  quan- 
tity of  specie,  necessary  for  currency,  will  be  small, 
and  may  be  easily  retained  without  the  aid  of  go- 
vernment, But  the  demand  for  specie,  where  the 
circulation  is  principally  paper,  is  extremely  fluc- 
tuating "When  there  is  but  little  or  no  demand  for 
it,  the  temptation  t®  increase  their  discounts,  by 
the  issue  of  more  paper,  is  too  strong  to  be  resisted 
by  banks.  Mffien  a demand  for  specie  arises,  the 
currency  has  to  be  suddenly  diminished  by  the  con- 
traction.of  their  discounts.  Fluctuation  in  the 
amount  of  the  currency,  produced  by  this  means,  is 
the  principal  mischief  to  be  remedied.  Tiiese  fluc- 
tuations will  frequently  occur  in  every  state,  where 
the  currency  is  principally  paper  convertible  into 
coin.  In  the  United  States,  where  the  specie  ex- 
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ported,  as  a primary  article  of  commerce,  to  the 
East  Indies,  and  to  China,  bears  so  large  a propor- 
tionto^he  metallic  currency  of  the  country,  that 
th,ey  must  not  only  be  mere  frequent  than  in  states 
where  no  such  commerce  exists,  but  more  exten- 
sive in  their  effects.  The  demaiid  created  for  Span- 
. ish  milled  doUars,  by  the  exportation  of  specie,  in 
the  prosecution  of  this  trade  has,  without  doubt, 
caused  their  importation  to  an  extent  which  other- 
wise would  not  have  occiiired.  As  this  demand  is, 
in  some  degree  contingent,  the  supply  will  also  be 
contingent.  When  it  exceeds  the  demand,  the 
banks  will  be  tempted  to  new  issues  of  paper.  When 
it  is  deficient,  the  deficiency  will  be  drawn  from 
banks,  and  will  cause  a sudden  diminution  of  the 
currency.  If  this  diminution  could  be  limited  to 
the  amount  of  the  deficiency  thus  drawn  from  the 
banks,  the  evil  would  be  no  greater  than  if  the  cur- 
rency were  metallic.  But  this  is  not  the  fact.  When 
the  paper  circulation  is  returned  upon  the  banks 
for  specie, prudence  requires  that  an  efi  > t should 
be  made  to  preserve  tlie  same  proportion  between 
the  specie  in  their  vaults  and  their  notes  in  circula- 
tion, as  existed  at  the  moment  the  pressure  com- 
menced. Ifthe  paper  in  circulation  should  be  three 
times  the  amount  of  specie  in  the  possession  of  the 
banks,  a demand  upon  them  for  1,000,000  dols-.  of 
specie,  would  produce  a dimimition  of  3,000,000 
dols  in  the  currency,  if  the  specie  should  be  ex- 
ported, and  of  2,000,000  dols.  if  it  remained  in  the 
comUi-y.  It  is  even  probable  that  the  campara- 
tive  diminution  would  exceed  this  ratio.  As  the 
demand  increased,  apprehensions  would  be  excit- 
ed for  the  credit  of  the  banks;  the  exertions  produc- 
ed by  that  apprehension,  would  correspond  with 
the  magnitude  of  the  evil  to  be  avoided,  rather 
than  with  the  positive  pressure.  This,  it  is- pre- 
sumed, would  be  the  effect  of  such  an  emergency, 
where  banks  had  not  befcome  familiarized  with 
bankruptcy,  and  were  not  countenanced  by  society 
in  a course  of  conduct  which,  in  private  life,  would 
be  considered  dishonest. 

If,  by  any  constitutional  exercise  of  the  power  of 
-congress,  banks  can  be  restrained,  1st.  From  issu- 
ing notes  of  small  denominations:  and  2d.  From  ex- 
cessive issues  when  their  notes  are  not  returned 
upon  them  for  specie,  fluctuations  in  the  currency 
to  an  extent  to  derange  the  interests  of  society 
may  be  prevented.  But  if  the  imposition  of  these 
rcsLraints  are  not  within  the  constitutional  powers 
of  congress,  the  evils  which  have  been  suffered  for 
the  want  of  those  restraints,  must  continue,  until 
tlie  present  system  of  banking  shall  be  abandon- 
ed. 

In  an  enquiry  into  the  state  of  the  currency,  the 
consideration  of  the  coinage  is  necessarily  involv- 
ed. The  principles  upon  which  the  coinage  of  the 
United  States  has  been  established,  are  substanti- 
ally correct.  The  standard  fineness  of  the  gold 
coinage  corresponds  with  the  coinage  of  England 
and  Portugal.  ? he  standard  of  the  silver  coinage 
differs  but  little  from  that  of  Spain.  'Phe  American 
dollar  is  intrinsically  worth  about  one  per  cent, 
less  than  the  Spanish  milled  dollar.  This  differ- 
ence, ifthe  Spanish  dollar  had  not  been  made  a le- 
gal tender,  might  have  secured  to  the  nation  a more 
permanent  use  of  its  silver  coinage.  American  dol- 
lars would  not  be  exported,  as  long  as  Spanish  dol- 
lars could  be  obtained  for  tliat  purpose,  at  a reason- 
able premium.  If  this  latter  coin  was  not  a legal 
tender,  the  banks  might  afford  to  import  it,  and 
might  sell,  at  a fair  premium,  the  amount  which 
might  be  required  of  them  for  the  China  and  East 
inefia  travic. 


'I'he  relative  value  of  gold  and  silver  has  been 
differently  established  in  different  nations.  It  has 
been  different  in  the  same  nation  at  different  peri- 
ods. In  England,  an  ounce  of  gold  is  equal  in  value 
to  about  1.5-2  ounces  of  silver.  In  France,  it  is 
equal  to  15-5;  and,  in  Spain  and  Portugal,  to  16 
ounces.  In  the  United  States,  an  ounce  of  gold  is 
equal  to  15  ounces  of  silver.  But  the  relative  va- 
lue of  these  metals  in  the  markets,  frequently  dif- 
fers from  that  assigned  to  them  by  the  laws  of  dif- 
ferent civilized  states.  It  is  believed  that  gold, 
when  compared  with  silver,  has  been,  for  many 
years  appreciating  in  value;  and  now,  every  v/here 
commands  in  the  money  markets,  a higher  value 
than  that  which  has  been  assigned  to  it  in  states 
where  its  relative- value  is  greatest.  If  this  be  cor- 
rect, no  injustice  will  result  from  a change  in  the 
relative  value  of  gold  and  silver,  so  as  to  make  it 
correspond  with  their  relative  marketable  value.  If 
gold,  in  relation  to  silver,  should  be  raised  five  per 
cent,  one  ounce  of  it  Would  be  equal  to  15.75  or  15 
3 4 ounces  of  pure  silver.  'I’his  augmentation  in  its 
value  would  cause  it  to  be  imported  in  quantities 
sufficient  to  perform  all  the  functions  of  currency, 
As  it  is  not  used  to  any  considerable  extent,  as  a 
primary  article  of  commerce,  the  fluctuations,  to 
which  the  silver  currency  is  subject  from  that 
cause,  would  not  affect  it.  It  would  be  exported 
only  when  the  rate  of  exchange  against  the  coun- 
try should  exceed  the  expense  of  exportation.  In 
ordinary  circumstances,  such  a state  of  exchange 
would  not  be  of  long  continuance.  Ifthe  currency 
of  the  United  States  must,  of  necessity,  continue  to 
be  paper,  convertible  into  specie,  an  increase  of 
the  gold  coinage,  upon  principles  which  shall  afford 
the  least  inducement  to  exportation,  is  probably 
the  most  wholesome  corrective  that  can  be  applied, 
after  the  rigid  enforcement  of  that  convertability. 

The  copper  coinage  is  believed  to  be  susceptible 
of  improvement.  Copper  itself  is  too  massive  to 
serve  the  purposes  of  clrange.  One  hundred  cents 
are  too  cumberous  to  be  carried,  and  used  in  the 
numberless  transactions  which  daily  occur  between 
individuals.  Coin,  compounded  ot  silver  and  cop- 
per, of  from  one  to  ten  cents,  would  be  much  more 
suitable  for  that  object.  This  kind  of  coinage  has 
been  adopted  in- other  countries,  with  great  advan- 
tage. 

It  has,  hoYrever,  been  objected  to  this  coinage — 

1.  That,  as  compounded  metals  are  much  harder 
than  the  component  ingredients,  it  would  be  dif- 
ficult, and  consequently  expensive  to  work. 

2.  That  the  coin  itself  would  be  of  little  or  no  in- 
trinsic value:  copper  or  brass  being  of  superior  va- 
lue in  the  manufactures  to  which  it  might  be  ap- 
plied. 'And  that  the  public  would  scarcely  sub- 
mit to  the  circulation  of  a coin,  so  worthless, 

3.  That  it  might  be  be  counterfeited  by  a compo- 
sition of  zinc  and  copper. 

After  giving  to  these  objections  their  due  we'ght 
it  is  believed,  that  a change  of  this  nature,  In  tlie 
copper  coinage,  would  be  beneficial.  x\lthoiigh  the 
expense  of  such  coinage  would  be  twice  as  much  as 
that  of  an  equal  number  of  silver  coin,  still  it  might 
be  advantageous.  Small  change,  both  of  silver  and 
copper,  may  be  abundant  in  Pliiladelphia,  the  seat 
of  the  mint;  but  it  is  not  generally  so  elsewhere.  If 
it  were,  tickets  of  6^,  10,  12|,  25,  and  50  cents,  issu- 
ed by  mayors  and  corporation  officers,  and  dollar 
bills  torn  in  two  pieces,  for  the  purposes  of  change, 
would  not  I e employed  for  that  purpose.  This 
single  fact  is  an  answer  to  the  second  objection. 
The  fractional  parts  of  a dollar  are  so  indispensable 
in  the  transactions  of  individuals,  that  any  thing 
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%vhich  assumes  that  character  will  be  einployed.  Ifl 
the  tickets  which,  at  this  moment,  form  so  great  a 
portion  of  the  change  of  this  city,  and  of  various 
other  places,  are  employed  for  that  purpose,  it  is 
inconceivable  that  the  community  should  refuse  to 
permit  a compound  coin,  of  silver  and  copper  to 
circulate,  containing  the  intrinsic  value  which  it  re- 
presents, merely  because,  for  manufactures,  it  will 
5iot  be  worth  more  than  brass  or  copper,  and  that 
the  expense  of  refining  will  be  equal  to  the  value  of 
the  silver.  Change,  that  is,  the  fractional  pai*ts  of  a 
dollar,  is  so  indispensable  to  the  community,  that 
its  inapplicability  to  manufactures,  and  its  exemp- 
tion from  liabilit)'- to  'exportation,  instead  of  form- 
ing objections,  are  recommendations  in  its  faver. 

The  objection  that  this  coin  may  be  easily  coun- 
terfeited, is,  if  it  cannot  be  obviated,  entitled  to 
great  consideration.  As  has  been  before  stated, 
this  compound  coinage  has  been  successfully  prac- 
tised in  other  states.  If  compound  metals  are  much 
harder  than  their  component  ingredients,  may  not 
a sufficient  security  against  eounterfeiting  be  de- 
rived from  that  circumstance?  The  dimensions  and 
power  of  the  machinery,  which  constitute  one  of 
the  objections  to  the  coinage,  will  render  it  ex- 
tremely difficult  to  secure  that  secresy,  and  con- 
cealment, which  are  indispensable  to  the  success  of 
the  counterfeiter.  If  this  coippound  coinage  should 
Hot  be  carried  higher  than  ten  cent,  or  dime 
peices,  the  inducement,  compared  with  the  danger 
of  detection,  resulting  from  the  magnitude  of  the 
machinery,  would  not,  it  is  believed,  be  sufficient  to 
encourage  counterfeiting.  If,  however,  it  should 
be  deemed  impracticable  to  guard  against  this  evil, 
in  a coinage  composed  of  silver  and  copper,  an  at- 
tempt might  be  made  to  obtain  a supply  of  small 
change,  by  a mixture  of  silver  and  zinc.  The  dan- 
ger of  counterfeiting  would  then  be  removed. 

As  various  plans  have  been  suggested  during  the 
last  twelve  months,  for  alleviating  the  general  dis- 
tress which  has  prevailed,  by  the  emission  of  a large 
amount  of  treasury  notes,  a few  observations  on 
that  subject  will  close  this  part  of  the  report. 

If  treasury  notes  are  to  be  issued  for  this  purpose, 
they  will  be  either  receivable  in  all  payments  to 
the  government,  or  they  will  be  made  redeemable 
at  a fixed  period. 

1.  If  they  are  made  receivable  in  all  payments  to 
the  government,  the  revenue  will,  from  the  time 
that  5,000,000  dols.  are  issued,  be  substantially  re- 
ceived in  them.  The  government  will  be  imme- 
diately unable  to  pay  the  interest  and  reimburse- 
ment of  the  public  debt  in  specie,  as  it  becomes 
due.  These  notes,  when  compared  with  the  notes 
of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  will  be  at  a dis- 
count. The  latter  notes,  independently  of  their 
being  every  where  receivable,  in  all  payments  to 
the  government,  are  convertible,  at  the  place  of 
their  issue,  into  specie.  Tliey  are  equal  to  the 
treasury  notes  in  payment  of  the  revenue,  and  su- 
perior to  them,  as  they  command  specie  when  the 
holder  shall  desire  it. 

If  the  14th  section  of  the  hank  charter  was  modi- 
fied, 90  that  the  notes  of  the  bank  and  of  its  offices 
should  be  receivable  by  the  government,  oniy  wloen 
tendered  where  they  are  made  payable,  a small 
amount  of  treasury  notes  might  be  issued,  and  cir- 
culated, without  depreciation.  In  that  case,  they 
would  be  used  tor  the  transmission  of  money,  and 
would  be  in  constant  demand  for  that  purpose.  It 
is  the  reception  of  tlie  notes  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  and  its  offices,  by  the  government, 
wherever  they  are  tendered,  that  causes  them  to 
be  coiisidered  as  a good  remittance  throughout  the 


United  States.  ]f  they  should  cease  to  be  so  re- 
ceived, a demand  for  treasury  notes  to  a small 
amount,  for  the  transmission  of  money,  would  be 
created,  and  would  preserve  them  from  deprecia- 
tion. If  the  notes  thus  issued  should  be  made  re- 
deemable at  the  treasury,  in  specie,  upon  demand, 
the  amount  which  might  be  put  and  retained  in  cir- 
culation, would  probably  exceed,  to  a considerable 
extent,  the  sum  demanded  for  the  facile  transmis- 
sion of  money.  Sach  treasury  notes  would,  how- 
ever, have  no  advantage  over  the  notes  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  as  long  as  they  are  receivable 
in  all  payments  to  the  United  States,  without  refer- 
ence to  the  place  wh.ere  they  are  payable.  It  is 
even  probable  that  they  would  not  be  of  equal  va- 
lue and  currency  with  those  notes,  as  the  latter 
would  generally  be  made  payable  in  the  principal 
commercial  cities,  where  remittances  aj*e  continual- 
ly made,  whilst  tlie  treasury  notes  would  be  pay- 
able only  at  this  place.  If  treasury  notes,  payble 
in  specie,  on  demand,  when  presented  at  this  place, 
should  be  preferred  to  the  notes  of  the  bank  of  the 
United  States,  it  would  be  in  consequence  of  the 
abuses  which  have  been  practised  by  banking  in- 
stitutions, which  have,  in  some  degree,  shaken  the 
public  confidence  in  the  integrity  of  their  direc- 
tion. 

2.  If  treasury  notes  were  to  be  issued,  not  re- 
ceivable in  payments  to  the  government,  but  re- 
deemable at  a fixed  period,  they  would  immediate- 
ly depreciate,  unless  they  bore  neaidy  six  per  cent, 
interest  In  the  latter  case,  they  would  be  of  little 
more  use,  as  currency,  than  the  fuiuled  debt.  They 
would  not  perform  the  functions  of  money. 

3.  In  any  case  whatever,  whether  they  are  re- 
ceivable in  payments  to  the  government,  or  bear 
an  interest,  and  are  redeemable  at  a fixed  period, 
they  will  afford  no  substantial  relief  where  the  dis- 
tress is  greatest,  unless  they  should  be  advanced  as 
a loan  in  order  to  alleviate  that  distress.  If  they 
are  to  be  issued  from  the  tfeasury  in  discharge  of 
the  demands  upon  the  government,  they  would 
never  reach  those  sections  of  country  where  relief 
is  most  required.  There^  the  government  already 
collects  more  than  can  be  expended.  One  of  the 
causes  of  this  distress,  is  the  necessity  of  transfer- 
ring the  public  funds  from  those  sections,  for  the 
purpose  of  being  expended,  to  those  where  there  is 
no  deficiency  of  currency. 

As  a financial  resource,  the  issue  of  treasury 
notes  is  justifiable  only  where  the  deficiency,  which 
they  are  intended  to  supply,  is  small  in  amount, 
and  temporary  in  its  nature.  As  a measure  of  alle- 
viation, it  will  be  more  likely  to  do  harm  tlian 
good.  If  a sufficient  amount  of  those  notes,  of  any 
description  whatever,  should  be  issued,  and  put 
into  circulation  wheretliey  are  most  wanted,  unK  ss 
they  were  given  away,  a debt  in  that  part  of  the 
union  Would  be  contracted  to  the  extent  of  the  is- 
sue. It  might  enable  the  borrowers  to  pay  debts 
previously  contracted,  liut  their  relative  situation 
would  be  the  same,  unless  the  currency  became 
vitiated  by  the  relief  which  was  afforded,  the  ulti- 
mate payment  of  debt  would  consummate  the  ruin 
which  the  measure  was  intended  to  prevent.  But 
it  is  probable  that  the  sums  which  might  be  advanc- 
ed, by  way  of  loan,  would,  in  a great  degree,  be 
lost.  The  government  is  not,  from  its  nature,  qua- 
lified for  opersiions  of  this  kind.  The  general  sys- 
tem of  credit  which  has  been  introduced  by  tiie 
agency  ofb  inks,  and  by  the  inevitable  effect  of  the 
measures  of  the  general  government,  has  produced 
an  artificial  state  of  things,  which  requires  repres- 
sion rather  than  extension,  The  issue  of  treasury 
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notes,  for  the  purpose  of  alleviating-  the  g-eneral 
distress,  would  tend  to  increase  this  unnatural  and 
forced  state  of  thing's^  and  g'ive  to  it  a duration 
which  it  would  otherwise  never  attain.  If  much  of 
the  evil  resulting  from  a decreasing  currency  had 
not  already  been  sufTered,  there  might  be  some 
plausible  reason  for  urging  the  issue  of  treasury- 
notes,  as  a measure  of  alleviation.  Thisground  can- 
not be  urged  in  its  favor;  it  is,  therefore,  indefensi- 
ble, upon  the  ground  of  expediency,  as  well  as  of 
principle. 

The  last  member  of  the  resolution  assumes,  by 
implication,  the  practicability  of  substituting,  by 
the  constitvitional  exercise  of  the  powers  of  con- 
gress, a paper  currency  for  that  which  now  exists. 

Ill  considering  this  proposition,  the  powerof  con- 
gress over  the  currency  of  the  United  States  can- 
not consistently  with  the  respect  wliich  is  due  to 
that  body,  be  either  affirmed  or- denied.  It  cannot 
be  supposed  that  the  house  of  repi-esCntatives,  in 
adopting  the  resolution  in  question,  intended, 
through  the  agency  of  an  executive  department  of 
the  government,  to  institute  an  inquiry  as  to  the 
extent  of  the  constitutional  authority  of  a body,  of 
which  it  is  only  a constituent  member.  Yet,  it  will 
necessarily  occur  to  the  house  that,  if  the  power  of 
congress  over  the  currency,  is  not  absolutely  sove- 
reign, t!m  inquiry,  whatever  may  be  its  immediate 
result,  must  be  without  any  ultimate  utility.  'Ihe 
general  prosperity  will  not  be  advanced,  by  demon- 
strating that  there  is  no  intrinsic  obstacle  to  the 
substitution  of  a paper,  for  a metallic  currency,  if 
the  power  to  adopt  the  substitute  has  been  with- 
held from  the  federal  government.  Without  offer- 
ing an  opinion  upon  the  weight  to  which  these 
views  would  have  been  entitled,  had  they  been  urg- 
ed whilst  the  I’esolutioa  was  under  consideration,  it 
is  admitted  that  they  furnish  no  ground  for  declin- 
ing the  performance  of  the  duty  imposed  by  its 
adoption.  In  the  discussion  of  a question  of  so 
much  delicacy  and  importance,  the  utmost  con- 
fnlence  is  reposed  in  the  justice  and  liberality  of 
those  who  have  rendered  it  indispensable. 

At  the  threshold  of  this  enquiry,  it  is  proper  to 
observe  that,  it  is  deeme'd  unnecessary  to  present 
an  analysis  of  the  motives  which  led,  even  i n the 
mostremote  antiquity,  to  the  general  adoption,  by 
civilized  states,  of  gold,  and  silver  as  the  standard 
of  value;  or,  of  the  advantages  which  liave  resulted 
from  tinvt  adoption*  The  circumstance,  to  which, 
in  the  course  of  this  investigation,  it  will  be  necessa- 
ry to  advert,  is  the  tendency  which  a metallic  cur- 
rency has  to  preserve  a greater  uniformity  of  value, 
than  any  other  commodity;  and  the  facility  with 
which  itreturnsto  thatvalue,  whenever,  by  any  tem- 
porary causes,  that  uniformity  has  been  interrupted. 
No  argument  will,  in  thispluce,  be  offered  in  support 
of  this  proposition.  It  is  founded  in  the  experience 
of  ail  nations.  Its  truth,  for  the  present,  will  there- 
fore be  assumed.  But,  the  proposition  itself  ad- 
mits, that  gold  and  silver,  wlien  employed  by  the 
consent  of  all  civilized  states,  as  the  standard  of 
value,  are  subject  to  temporary  variations  of  value. 
U is  equally  true,  tiiat  they  are  subject  to  penna- 
I'.ent  variations.  Tlie  cause  and  effect  of  these 
changes  will  be  considered  previously  to  the  dis- 
cnss’O'i  of  the  ]^racticahilily  of  substituting  a paper 
for  a ineiallic  cnu'rcncy. 

1st.  When  by  ‘any  circumst;.-  ce  whatsoever,  a 
greater  portion  of  these  metals  is  found  in  a par- 
1 leid-ar  state,  than  is  possessed  by  other  states,  hav- 
ing articles  of  equal  \ulue  to  be  exchanged,  tlicy 
will,  in  such  state,  be  of  less  value  than  iis  the  ad- 
jactJil  sUdCvS.  This  will  be  manifested  by  an  in- 


crease in  the  price  of  the  commodities  of  such  state. 
This  increase  of  the  price  will  continue  until  the 
metallic  redundancy  is  exported,  or  converted  into 
manufactures.  Whenever  tliis  redundancy  is  dis- 
posed of,  the  currency  will  return  to  its  former  va- 
lue, and  the  price  of  other  commodities  will  be  re- 
gulated by  that  value. 

2d.  But,  the  exportation  of  specie  may  take  place 
where  there  is  no  such  redundancy.  This  occurs 
whenever  the  general  balance  of  trade  continues, 
for  some  time,  unfavorable  to  a particular  state. 
The  currency  then  appreciates  in  value,  and  the 
price  of  all  other  commodities  in  such  state,  is  dimi- 
nished. As  commerce  is  nothing  more  than  the 
exchange  of  equivalents,  the  reduction  in  the  price 
of  the  articles  of  such  state,  and  the  increased  va- 
lue of  the  curreney,  will  promptly  produce  a re- 
action; and  gold  and  silver  will  soon  return  in  the 
quantities  requii’ed  to  reduce  their  value  to  that 
which  they  maintain  in  the  adjacent  states.  With 
the  return  of  specie,  all  otlmr  articles  will  return 
to  the  prices  which  they  commanded  before  its 
exportation.  Like  fluids,  the  precious  metals,  so 
long  as  they  are  employed  as  the  general  measure 
of  value,  will  constantly  tend  to  preserve  a com- 
mon level.  Every  variation  from  it  will  be  promptly 
corrected,  without  the  intervention  of  human  laws. 
These  fluctuations,  being  temporary  in  their  nature, 
are  wholly  independent  of  the  permanent  causes 
which  m,ay  effect  the  value  of  gold  and  s'ilver,  when 
employed  as  tiie  general  standard  of  value.  They 
will  equally  occur,  whether  the  quantity  of  these 
metals,  compared  with. the  exchanges  which  they 
are  destined  to  eflect,  be  redundant  or  deficient. 
The  limits',  however,  within  which  these  fluctua- 
tions are  confined,  are  so  contracted,  that  the  great 
interests  of  society  cannot  be  seriously  affected  by 
them.  But  this  observation  must  be  understood  to 
apply  to  a currency  purely  metallic,  or,  at  least, 
when  the  paper  which  is  connected  with  it,  does 
not  exceed  the  demand  for  the  convenient  trans- 
mission of  money. 

3d.  Gold  and  silver,  when  employed  by  the  com- 
ttion  consent  of  nations  as  the  standard  of  value, 
are  subject  to  variations  in  value  from  permanent 
causes.  When  their  quantity  is  increased  more  ra- 
pidly than  the  articles  which  are  to  be  exchanged- 
tin'ough  their  agency,  their  price  will  fall;  or, 
what  amounts  ta  the  same  thing,  the  price  of  all 
excliangeable  articles  will  rise.  It  has  been  ad- 
mitted by  all  intelligent  writers  upon  this  subject, 
that,  immediately  after  the  discovery  of  America, 
towards  tiie  close  of  the  fifteenth  century,  a sudden 
and  extensive  depreciation  in  the  A'alue  of  these 
metals  occurred;  and  that,  from  that  time,  to  the 
close  of  the  eighteenth  century,  they  continued 
gradually  to  depreciate.  Tliis  depreciation,  it  is 
believed,  has  bee  n accelerated  during  the  last  cen- 
tury, as  much  by  the  substitution  of  paper  for  spe- 
cie, as  by  the  increase  in  the  quantity  of  those  me- 
tals during  thatiperiod,  beyond  the  demand  which 
would  have  existed  for  them,  as  currency,  had  that 
substitution  not  taken  place.  'Ihe  precise  effect 
upon  the  depreciation  of  these  metals,  produced 
by  the  ]iartial  substitution  of  paper,  in  various 
countries,  for  a metallic  currency,  will  not  now  be 
inquired  into;  but  it  is  generally  conceded,  that 
the  depreciation  has  been  more  rapid  since  that 
substiUition,  than  at  any  former  period;  except 
wlien  the  accumulated  stock  of  ages  in  the  new 
world  was  brought  into  Christendom,  and  thence 
distributed  into  every  other  region  where  gold  and 
silver  were  in  demand.  Since  the  close  of  the  last 
centni-y,  doubts  have  existed,  whether  those  metals. 
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even  w hen  employed  as  currency,  have  not  appre- 
ciated in  value:  and  it  is  contended,  by  the  advo- 
cates of  a paper  currency,  that  this  appreciation 
will  probably  continue  through  a long  succession  ot 
years,  and  seriously  affect  all  tke  operations  of  the 
civilized  world.  It  is  maintained,  by  theselwnters, 
that  the  demand  for  currency,  at  present,  through- 
out the  world,  is  greater  than  the  supply  which 
the  existing  quantity  of  the  precious  metals  will 
ahbrd,  without  materially  depressingthe  priee  of  ail 
the  objects  of  human  industry  and  human  desires. 
When  it  is  recollected  that  production  is  regu- 
lated by  demand,  and  that  both  are  directly  affect- 
ed by  the  quantity  of  currency  compared  with  a 
quantity  of  articles  to  be  exchanged,  it  is  readily 
perceived  than  an  increase  in  the  currency  of  the 
world  by  the  substitution  of  paper,  even  when  con- 
vertible into  coin,  will  increase  the  quantity  of  ex- 
changeable commodities  in  the  world  beyond  what 
would  have  existed,  had  such  increase  of  currency 
not  taken  place.  Under  sucii  circumstances,  a sud- 
den reduction  of  the  currency,  by  the  rejection  of 
the  paper  which  had  been  employed,  could  not 
failto  derange  all  the  relations  of  society,  by  dimi- 
nishing the  quantity  of  currency,  whilst  the  article? 
to  be  exchanged  through  its  agency,  would  suffer 
no  such  diminution.  An  immediate  depression  in 
the  price  of  all  commodities  would  be  the  inevita- 
ble consequence  of  an  unqualified  return  to  a me- 
tallic currency,  upon  the  supposition  that  the  quan- 
tity of  gold  and  silver,  annually  produced,  aiiould 
remain  uiidiminished.  But,  if  this  return  to  a me- 
tallic currency,  should  be  attempted  at  a period, 
■when  the  annual  product  of  these  metals,  either 
from  temporary  or  permanent  causes,  should  have 
®onsiderably  decreased,  all  the  great  interests  of 
•society  would  be  most  seriously  disordered;  pro- 
perty of  every  description  would  rapidly  fall  in  va- 
value;  the  relations  between  creditor  and  debtor 
would  be  violently  and  suddenly  changed.  This 
change  would  be  greatly  to  the  injury  of  the  deb- 
tor; the  property,  which  would  be  necessary  to  dis- 
charge his  debts,  would  exceed  that  which  he  had 
received  from  his  creditor;  the  one  would  be  ruined 
without  the  imputation  of  crime,  whilst  the  other 
would  be  enriched  without  the  semblance  of  merit. 
Until  the  engagements  existing  at  the  moment  of 
such  a change  are  discharged,  and  the  price  of  la- 
bor and  of  commodities  is  reduced  to  the  propor- 
tion which  it  must  bear  to  the  quantity  of  currency 
€mplo}^ed  as  the  medium  of  their  exchange,  enter- 
prize  of  every  kind  will  be  repressed,  and  misery 
and  distress  universally  prevail.  When  this  shall 
be  effected,  the  relations  of  society,  founded  upon 
anew  basis,  will  be  equitable  and  just,  and  tend  to 
promote  and  secure  the  general  prosperity. 

Such,  it  >s  contended  by  the  advocates  of  a pa- 
per currency,  are  the  circumstances  under  which 
the  principal  states  of  Europe  are  endeavoring  to 
i;£turn  to  a metallic  currency.  For  a century  past, 
tlie  currency  of  these  states  has  been  greatly  in- 
creased by  the  employment  of  paper,  founded,  it 
is  true,  originally  upon  a metallic  basis.  During  toe 
last  twenty  years,  this  paper  has  ceased  to  be  con- 
vertible into  specie;  and,  as  no  systematic  effort  has 
been  made  to  prev;  nt  excessive  issues,  it  has  be- 
come redundant,  and,  consequently,  depreciated. 
Notwithstanding  this  depreciation,  the  production 
of  those  countries,  it  is  believed,  have  more  rapidly 
increased^  than  those  of  countries  where  a metallic 
currency  has  been  preserved.  The  first  efforts 
that  are  seriously  made  by  those  states  to  return  to 
a metallic  curenc}',  will  be  the  repression  of  entcr- 
.prize  of  every  description  among  themselves.  It 


will  be  foreseen  that  the  currency  must  appreciate, 
and  that  all  other  articles  must  depreciate  in  value. 
The  effects  of  this  appreciation  of  money  will  be 
first  manifested  in  those  states,  by  the  fail  of  the 
price  of  all  articles  which  cannot  be  exported.  In 
the  progress  of  these  measures,  the  price  of  the 
exportable  articles  will  also  be  effected,  by  the  re- 
duction in  the  currency  employed  in  effecting  their 
exchange.  It  is  even  probable  that  the  quantity  of 
exchangeable  articles  will  be  diminished.  Whilst 
the  appreciation  of  the  currency  is  perceptibly  ad- 
vancing, the  manufacturer  will  not  hazard  his  capi- 
tal in  producing  articles  the  price  of  which  is  rapid- 
ly cteclining.  The  merchant  will  abstain  from  pur- 
chasing, under  the  apprehension  of  a further  re- 
duction of  price,  and  of  the  difficulty  of  re-vending' 
at  a profit.  It  is  even  probable  that  the  interest  of 
money  will  fall,  whilst  the  cry  of  a scarcity  mo- 
ney will  be  incessant.  Under  such  circumstances^ 
loans  will  not  be  required,  except  to  meet  debts  of 
immediate  urgenc}u  None  will  be  demanded  for 
the  prosecution  of  enterprizes  by  which  the  pro- 
ductive  energies  of  the  community  will  be  increas- 
ed. 

[to  be  costtixtieb.] 


A comfortfible  compiiment. 

Accompanying  the  following  friendly  letter  from 
Mr.  Magill,  on  behalf  of  the*  “friends  of  national 
industry”  at  MiddletowTi,  Con.  I received  a par- 
cel  of  beautiful  cloth,  sufficient  in  quantity  for  a 
complete  suit  of  clothes,  and  good  enough  in  quali- 
ty for  the  best  man  in  Christendom  - an  honorable 
exhibit  of  the  state  of  the  woolen  manufacture  in. 
Connecticut,  and  a testimony  of  approbation  to  my- 
self personally,  very  dear  to  my  heart. 

Believing  as  I do,  that  the  interest  of  our  manu- 
facturers is  a national  interest,  and  especially  so  to 
the  farmers  and  planters,  as  furnishing  the  best 
n>arket  for  their  surplus  productions,  - ardently  de- 
sirous that  the  whole  resources  of  our  country  may- 
be rendered  subservient  to  the  general  wealth  and 
prosperity  of  the  republic — and  convinced  also, 
that  public  distress  and  private  misery  must  suc- 
ceed the  want  of  employment, — it  is  needle.ss  to  say 
that  whatsoever  T can  do  shall  always  be  done,  to 
give  to  the  laboring  capacity  of  the  United  States, 
permanent  and  profitable  objects  to  occupy  it — so 
that  every  one  willing  to  work  may  have  it  to  do, 
and  all  be  enabled  earn  and  enjoy  a comfortable 
Subsistence. 

Princes  and  peers  may  flourish  or  may  fade  , 

A breath  unmake  them  as  a breath  has  made;  , 

But  & brave  yeomanry,  their  country’s  pride, 

If  once  destroyed,  can  never  be  supplied. 

This  is  something  like  a pair  of  couplets  impres- 
sed on  my  memory.  Give  me  an  independent  popu^ 
lace,  and  we  shall  have  all  that  is  required  for  a 
good  government.  They  will  command  a respect 
for  their  opinions. 

Mr.  Magill  will  please  to  accept  my  hearty  thanks 
for  his  interesting  compliment,  as  well  as  for  the  po-. 
lite  manner  in  which  he  was  pleased  to  introduce 
it  to  me;  and  to  assure  “the  friends  of  national  in- 
dustry, at  Middletown,”  that  their  present  is  receiv- 
ed in  the  same  liberal  spirit  in  which  it  was  made — 
informing  them,  that  I have  had|the  cloth  made  up 
into  garments,  dressed  in  which  and  seated  in 
“FkeebO'Vi’.s  cti ATTi,”  I .shall  oftentimes  strive  to  catch 
and  tlien  convey  to  others,  in  my  plain  unlettered 
way,  a part  of  those  feelings  liich,  in  my  opinion, 
ought  to  be  common  to  my  fellow  citizens  of  the 
United  States, 
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jyiiddlelQ-iun,  February  25,  1820. 

Ma.  H,  Niles, 

Hear  sir — In  the  name  of  the  friends  of  national 
industry  in  this  town,  I have  the  pleasure  of  for- 
ward! ng“  you  a few  yards  o{' Amei'ican  sapetfiue  blue 
cloihy  as  an  acknowledgment  for  the  imjjortant  ser- 
vices whicii  they  believe  you  have  rendered  your 
.country,  in  ably  advocating,  for  a number  of  years, 
the  interest  of /iome  trade  and  home  industry.  Our 
own  government  has  bestowed  so  little  attention 
on  these  two  subjects,  that  the  people  at  large  are 
now  brought  to  a state  of  bankruptcy  and  beggary. 
If  the  same  imbecile  policy  towards  the  domestic 
industry  of  the  country  which  has  heretofore  pre- 
vailed, is  much  longer  persevered  in,  our  birth 
right  will  not  sell  for  a mess  of  pottage,  stnd  our  ci- 
tizens almost  be  glad  to  hire  themselves  as  la- 
borers to  Christophe  and  Boyer.  The  cloth  we 
send  you  was  made  at  Mr.  John  R.  Watkinson’s  ex- 
tensive woolen  manufactory  in  this  town,  and  we 
hope  Avill  be  acceptable  as  a specimen  of  the  per- 
fection to  which  the  woolen  manufacture  has  arriv- 
ed in  the  United  States. 

Yours,  with  much  respect  and  esteem, 

ARTHUR  W,  MAGILL, 


Seizure  of  the  Floridas. 

The  committee  on  foreign  relations  has  offered 
a distinct  proposition  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, to  authorise  and  require  the  president  to  take 
possession  of  and  to  occupy  the  Spanish  provinces 
of  East  and  West  Florida;  and,  as  we  suppose,  to 
carry  the  late  treaty  into  effect^  in  all  its  parts,  as 
recommended  by  Mr.  Monroe,  in  his  message  at  the 
opening  of  the  session. 

We  have  already  expressed  our  ideas  quite  freely 
on  this  subject,*  and  are  still  decidedly  opposed  to 
any  measure,  on  the  part  of  the  United  States,  to 
take  immediate  possession  of  the  country  in  ques- 
tion— not  because  of  any  moral  duty  which  we  owe 
to  Spain,  for  she  has  long  since  forfeited  every  pre- 
tension to  our  forbearance  or  respeeWnot  because 
of  the  power  of  Spain  to  resent  tlm  act,  for  she  is 
contemptible;  but  for  the  reason  that  the  time  seems 
close  at  hand  when  the  Floridas  will  fall  into  our 
possession  without  an  effort,  and  inamanner  which 
cannot  be  represented  as  offensive  to  the  laws  of 
nations,  or  be  used  as  a pretext  by  Great  Britain  to 
accomplish  her  darling  scheme  of  acquiring  Cuba: 
which,  in  the  language  of  one  of  her  writers,  “Me 
apologists  for  the  seizure  of  the  Danish  feet  at  Copen~ 
hagen,  cannot  xuant  an  excuse  for  if  -we  seize  upon 

Florida, 

There  is  no  apprehension  that  these  provinces 
will  rim  away^  nor  reason  to  anticipate  their  trans- 
fer to  another  power.  We  should  be  willing  to  re- 
sist the  latter  at  arms,  because  any  such  transfer 
must  be  considered  as  directly  hostile  to  us;  and 
the  rightful  claim  which  We  have  on  this  country, 
as  an  indemnity  for  injuries  suffered,  cannot  be  re- 
linquished. But  where  is  the  necessity  of  taking 
the  possession  now?  We  have  waited  long  enough 
for  justice,  and  the  cup  of  forbearance  is  exhausted 
to  the  dregs.  This  is  most  true.  Yet,  what  is  the 
jstate  of  tlie  European  world— what  is  our  own  con- 
dition.;’ The  former  seems  to  be  in  the  state  of  calm 
which  precedes  an  eartliquake — there  is  a fearful 
stillness  every  where,  except  the  present  bustle  in 
Spain:  are  we  prepared  to  disturb  this  repose,  and 
bear  the  brunt  of  events  that  will  follow — shall  we 
do  this  that  a barren  sovereignty  may  pass  into  our 

♦Sec  lust  vol.  page  305.  fldem,  353. 


hands,  a few  months  sooner  than  otherwise  it  will 
be  the  case.'’  It  is  evident  to  every  one,  that  liie 
Spanish  monarchy  is  crumbling  to  pieces — the  na- 
tion may  become  vigorous,  but  the  present  govern- 
ment is  pei'isiiing  of  Us  own  imbecility — let  us  wait 
events,  standing  prepared  to  profit  by  them. 

It  we  possess  ourselves  of  the  Floridas,  as  recom- 
mended by  the  president,  besides  the  danger  and 
cost  of  the  thing  itself,  we  shall  assume  tlie  pay- 
ment of  the  five  millions  of  dollars  which  the  treaty 
conditioned  that  we  should  pay  to  our  own  citi- 
zens on  account  of  spoliations,  and  be  compelled  to 
recognize  the  enormous  grants  made  by  the  king 
to  certain  of  his  favorites,  supposed  to  include  ail 
the  vacant  lands  in  both  of  the  provinces.  Certain- 
ly, our  courts  will  not  invalidate  the  act  of  the  sove- 
reign in  this  respect — he  had  an  undoubted  right 
to  dispose  of  the  property  as  he  pleased — if,  by 
signing  the  treaty,  he  had  revoked  these  grantsy 
the  affair  would  have  stood  between  him  and  the 
grantees:  but  the  very  bill  attached  to  the  report  of 
the  committee  would  secure  the  property  to  tliem, 
in  the  event  of  a violent  possession  of  the  country 
on  our  part;  which,  probably  also,  we  might  have 
to  defend  in  war.  We  are  quite  willing  that 
a sufficient  portion  of  the  army  of  the  United 
States,  well  furnished  and  properly  appointed 
for  the  purpose,  should  be  located  on  the  borders 
of  Florida,  with  a public  understanding  that  vve 
stood  ready  to  occupy  the  territory  at  our  own  dis- 
cretion.  This  may  be  done,  and  as  a measure  of 
precaution  ought  to  be  done,  without  much  addi- 
tional expense  to  us,  and  without  incurring  much, 
if  any,  degree  of  responsibility  to  the  international 
law — without  affording  to  Great  Britain  an  excuse 
for  attempting  to  seize  upon  Cuba.  If  this  invalua- 
ble island  ever  becomes  her  dependency,  the  effect 
will  be  many  times  more  injurious  to  us  than  if  she 
possessed  the  mouths  of  the  Mississippi,  for  we 
could  not  hope  to  dispossess  her  of  it;  and  Cnbu, 
in  the  hands  of  a power  like  Great  Britain,  would 
more  severely  annoy  our  trade,  than  it  could  be 
annoyed  by  a position  on  the  Mississippi  itself. 

It  never  was,  it  never  will  be,  expedient  to  do 
wrong;  yet  it  may  be  inexpedient  to  urge  a right. 
'I'hus  we  say,  “truth  is  not  to  be  told  at  all  times”— 
meaning,  that  though  a person  should  not  deviate 
from  truth,  it  is  not  always  necessary  to  relate  it. 
Nor  are  we  disposed  to  regulate  our  conduct  by 
an  apprehension  of  what  foreign  nations  may  do. 
We  can  possess  ourselves  of  the  Floridas  when  we 
please,  and  we  will  take  them,  as  a matter  right, 
when  vve  will.  But  the  great  question  is.  has  the 
time  amved  at  which  we  ought  to  act.;*  We  believe 
tliat  it  is  not  now,  though  it  has  been  more  than  once 
and  will  soon  come  again,  when,  as  before,  reason 
and  common  sense  with  a strict  regard  to  justice 
and  equity,  will  require  a definitive  movement  in 
relation  to  this  country. 

Many  will  advocate  the  measures  recommended 
by  the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  for  many 
have  speculated  upon  and  are  deeply  interested  in 
the  claims  against  Spain;  and  some,  it  is  believed, 
have  purcliased  much  land  in  Florida,in  anticipation 
of  a transfer  of  its  sovereignty.  But  these  are  not 
the  people  who  should  be  respected  in  a matter 
like  this,  liable  to  produce  such  important  conse- 
quences. Though  we  have  no  sort  of  regard  for 
the  government  of  Spain,  we  have  much  respect  for 
the  honor  of  our  own.  Admit,  that  we  now  march 
a force  into  Florida  and  seize  the  sovereignty — in 
what  is  its  principle  different  from  the  attack 
upon  Copenhagen,  or  the  seizure  of  the  .S/?am'M  trea- 
sure ships  by  the  British,  without  in  either  case  a 
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declaration  of  war?  It  is  t ue,  a treaty  was  made 
which  ought,  as  we  say,  to  have  been  ratified — 
but  a sovereign  may  refuse  to  ratify  the  act  of 
his  minister.  We  hope  always  to  be  distinguish- 
ed for  candor  and  good  faith,  for  frankness  and 
plain  dealing.  If  congress  is  prepared  to  punish 
Spain  for  her  aggressions,  and  to  whip  her  into 
an  observance  of  tiie  justice  and  lieceyici/  v/hich  one 
jiation  owes  to  another,  by  force  of  arms — we  are 
quite  ready  to  say,  AoaEfci);  but  let  us  not  commit 
a flagrant  act  of  war  in  a time  of  profound  peace, 
even  the  Indians  within  the  territory  being  perfectly 
quiet.  Let  us  declare  war  openly,  or  wait  events, 
with  means  in  readiness  to  act  as  the  occasion  re- 
quires. 

A rebellion  or  a revolution  (to  be  hereafter  term- 
€:d  according  to  its  successl)  is  now  going  on  in 
Spain.  The  great  port  and  city  of  Cadiz  is  in  the 
peaceable  possession  of  those  opposed  to  the  king, 
and  our  belief  is,  that  Ferdinand’s  infamous  reign  has 
already  closed.  If  a liberal  government  is  establish- 
ed, no  doubt  the  Floridas  will  be  delivered  up  to 
iis,  and  it  is  probable  also,  that  Cuba  will  assume  in- 
dependence,  which  the  people  of  that  island  have 
long  calculated  on  doing  and  which  they  are  able  to 
maintain,  from  tlu  nature  of  their  country  and  the 
immense  advantages  which  a free  trade  to  their 
island  will  confer  on  any  foreign  nation  of  whom 
they  shall  think  it  expedient  to  inake  a friend. — 
The  present  revenue  of  Cuba  is  about jniUions 
of  dollars^  and,  under  an  enlightened  regard  to  its 
vast  resources,  the  white  population  of  the  island 
and  its  revenues  might  be  trebled,  or  perhaps,  qua- 
drupled in  less  than  20  years.  It  is  now  very 
considerable,*  receiving  a large  addition  by  emi- 
grants from  the  United  States. 

In  the  contingency  suppos<*d,  Cuba  would  assume 
a new  face,  as  if  by  the  work  of  enchantment;  and 
of  all  the  world,  we  -should  be  most  interested  in 
the  welfare  and  prosperity  of  the  island,  as  deeply 
affecting  our  own — not  so  much  on  account  of  the 
valuable  trade  which  it  would  give  to  us,  but  as  the 
master  key  of  the  vast  gulf  of  Mexico,  the  waters 
emptying  into  which  are  the  means  of  commerce 
to  such  a mighty  portion  ofthe  United  States. 

Again  we  say,  let  us  wait.  We  hazard  nothing  of 
honor  nor  interest  by  a little  longer  delay,  but  may 
risk  much  by  precipitating  ourselves  into  a contest 
in  times  like  tliese.  The  peace  of  Europe  is  preca- 
rious— every  nation  seems  to  contain  within  itself 
the  elements  of  revolution,  which  only  want  some 
exciting  cause  to  give  them  effects  more  prodigious, 
perhaps,  than  any  whidi  we  have  seen.  By  refrain- 
ing, we  shall  be  prepared  to  profit  by  circumstan- 
ces which  we  cannot  prevent,  and  proceed  to 
strengthen  the  republic  and  give  it  a moral  and  phy- 
sical force  that  wwsi  be  respected,  and  which  'will 
preserve  us  in  peace. 


The  %iestion/^ 

The  follovying  are  extracts  of  a letter  from  a gen- 
tleman of  great  distinction,  high  in  the  public 
confidence,  and  in  his  private  character,  as  I be- 
lieve, one  of  the  best  of  men.  The  compliment 
paid,  to  me  is  so  much  beyond  the  deserts  of  the 
article  referred  to,  that  1 have  inserted  it  onl3' 
because  it  seemed  necessary  to  introduce  the  in- 
teresting facts  that  follow. 

Deah  sir. — 1 have  read  with  great  delight  the 
article,  “the  slave  questipn,”  in  the  Eegister  of 
March  11,  1820. — It  is  really  worth  all,  and  moie 
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than  all,  that  has  been  said  in  congress  on  the  sub- 
ject. The  paragraph,  “but  the  great  check  to  the 
progress,”  £j:c.  is  particularly  just  and  true. 

I now  own  400  acres  of  land  in  Georgia.  It  is 
on  rent.  My  agent  has  given  me  a statement  of  its 
product  last  year,  1819,- — viz: 

1100  bushels  corn,  100  do.  wheat,  100  do.  oats, 
3000  lbs.  cotton,  lOO  gallons  peach  brandy. — On 
tbe  plantation,  50  hogs,  10  cows,  poultry,  &c.  ad 
libitum. 

Only  130  acres  are  cleared;  my  object  was  rather 
preservation  of  timber  and  the  log-houses,  than  any 
profit. 

The  above  product  was  from  the  labor  of  the 
father  (the  tenant)  and  two  of  his  sons,  with  one 
yoke  of  oxen  and  two  liorses.  N®ta  slave  touched, 
the  process.  For  this  farm  I receive  the  annual 
rent  of  ^50. 

The  above  product  in  market,  was  fairly  worth 
#1600 — which  is  exactly  the  price  I paid  for  the 
land. 

As  you  and  I are,!  am  happy  to  say,  like  minded,  I 
am  sure  you  will  read  this  with  some  Satisfaction. 

Here  is  a proper  place,  perhaps,  to  give  the  follow- 
ing  extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Jefferson,  dated 
Feb.  7,  1820,  which  was  read  by  a member  of 
the  house  of  representatives  in  his  place,  when 
the  question  was  under  discussion. 

“I  thank  you  for  your  information  on  the  pro- 
gress and  prospects  of  the  Missouri  question.  It  is 
the  most  portentous  one  which  ever  yet  threaten- 
ed our  union.  In  the  gloomiest  moment  of  the  re- 
volutionary war,  I never  had  any  apprehensions 
equal  to  that  I feel  from  this  source” 


Foreign  Articles. 

GREAT  BRITAISr  AND  IRELAND, 

London  dates  of  Feb.  7. 

The  old  king,  George  William  Frederick  Guelph, 
died  at  Windsor  castle  on  the  29th  of  January.  He 
was  born  on  the  24th  of  May,  old  stile,  (or  June 
4,  according  to  the  new)  1738;  proclaimed  king, 
Oct.  26,  1760;  married  Sept.  8,  crowned  Sept.  22, 
1761 — consequently,  he  reached  the  advanced  age 
of  81  years,  7 months  and  26  days.  If  we  count  tlie 
time  as  apart  of  his  reign  in  which  a regency  has 
acted  in  his  name,  he  reigned  longer  than  any 
other  sovereign  who  has  sat  upon  tiie  throne  of 
England.  The  regency  was  permanently  appoint- 
ed on  the  6th  of  Feb.  1811.  Henry  lil,  reigmed  56, 
and  Edward  III.  51  yeurs — he  reigned  60. 

His  death  was  officially  announced  to  the  lord 
mayor  of  London,  with  a request  that  he  would  or- 
der the  great  bell  of  St.  Paul’s  to  be  tolled,  &c. 

A cabinet  council  was  held  the  next  day  (Sunday) 
when  the  following  instrument  was  prepared  and 
signed — 

“Wdiereas  it  hath  pleased  the  Almighty  God 
call  to  his  mercy  our  late  sovereign  lord,  king 
George  the  3d  of  blessed  memory,  by  whose  de- 
cease the  imperial  crown  ofthe  united  kingdom  of 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  is  solely  and  rightfully 
come  to  the  high  and  mighty  prince^  George, 
prince  of  Wales.  We,  therefore,  the  lords  spiri- 
tual and  temporal  of  this  realm,  being  here  assisted 
with  those  of  his  majesty’s  privy  council,  with  num- 
bers of  other  gentlemen  of  quality,  with  the  lord 
mayor,  aldermen  and  citizens  of  London,  do  now 
hereby  with  one  voice  and  consent,  of  tongue  and 
heart,  publish  and  proclaim,  that  the  high  and 
migiity  prince,  George,  prince  of  Wales,  is  now  by 
the  death  of  tlie  late  sQvereign,  of  happy  memory. 
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becci’.^e  oiir  only  lau^bil  and  rig'huful  lieg’e  lord, 
George  tlie  4tli,  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  defender  of  tlie  faith,  &c.  to 
whom  we  do  acknowledge  all  faith  and  constant 
obedience,  with  ali  nearty  and  humble  affection; 
beseeching  God,  by  whom  kings  and  queens  do 
j-eigii,  to  bless  the  royal  prince,  George  the  4th, 
with  long  and  happj  years  to  reign  over  us. 

Given  ai  the  courtat  Carlton-house,  this 30th day 
of  Jan.  1830, 

GOD  SAVK  THK  KINg!” 

Then  follows  the  signature  of  the  privy-council- 
lors. &c,  prc  sent. 

His  majesty,  king  George  IV.  then  made  a decla- 
ration of  nis  tenderest  affection  for  his  native  coun- 
try, and  of  his  determina.tion  to  do  ail  in  his  power 
to  promote  the  glory  and  happiness  of  the  king- 
dom. 

The  ministers  resigned  and  were  re  appointed, 
and  new  oat  s were  administered  to  them,  as  woll 
as  to  the  lords  and  commons,  in  parliament,  &c. 
The  usual  proclamation,  of  George  IV.  as  king  of 
Great  Britain,  &c.  took  place  at  St.  James’  palace, 
Citaniig  Cross  and  Temple  bar,  on  the  31st  of  Ja- 
i)uary. 

Tiie  prince  regent,  now  George  IV,  hasbeen  very 
sick — tiie  bulletin  of  his  health,  of  the  6th  Feb. 
says  “the  kin.g  continues  better,”  that  of  the  7th, 
“the  king  has  had  a good  night.”  It  is  supposed 
that  he  will  inherit  his  father’s  property,  ah  j this 
v/ill  erKible  him  to  pay  his  debts — if  he  pleases. 

The  king  s fourth  son,  Edward  Guelph,  duke 
(')f  Kent,  &c.  died  at  Sidu  buth,  after  a short  but 
very  severe  illness  on  the  2 >d  of  January,  He 
boro  November  2.  1767.  Edwafd  \^>as  about 
as  bad  in  his  young  days  as  the  rest  of  his  family, 
but  is  descrbed  as  haying  latterly  been  a sober, 
temperate  and  discreet  man^  willing  to  do  good 
according  to  his  ability  He  recently  married  a 
sister  of  the  prince  of  Coburg,  the  widow  of  some 
German  prince,  by  whom  he  had  a daughter,  now  a 
few  months  old,  and  the  apparent  heir  of  England. 
His  wife  was  very  attentive  to  him  during  his  illness, 
and  he  died  in  her  arms,  There  were  heavy  insur- 
unces  on  Ifis  life,  for  the  security  of  his  creditors, 
for  he  was  indebted  iw^princely  amount. 

'I'he  inter  nent  of  the  late  king  and  his  son,  it  was 
^expected,  would  take  place  on  the  16th  of  Feb. 

Anrerican  produce  is  very  low  in  England  12.] 
asked  for  Upland  cottons,  and  the  stock  heavy. 
Ashes  41;  rice  dull  at  17  to  20s,  flour  at  33s.  6d.  to 
.3.5s.  American  6 per  cent,  stocks  99  to  lOO — U. 
S.  bank  shares  2H.  10s.  nearly  95|  dollars 

Upwards  of  two  millions  two  hundred  thousand 
«?ggs  were  imported  into  England  from  Ei’i'nce,  in 
the  space  of  three  months. 

Many  persons  are  enf  gratingto  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope, 

I'hc  Brltisli  government  had  a negociation  with 
Fpain,  for  tiie  su[)ply  of  ten  millions  of  dollars.  At 
the  last  accounts  it  was  terminated,  aiid  late  events 
iiave,  no  doubt,  defeated  it. 

'I'he  communication  between  London  and  York- 
shire, &c.  was  completely  suspended  by  the  severity 
«,f  tlie  frost. 

It  had  been  colder  ii>  month  of  January  in  Eng- 
land, than  was  ever  known  bel’ore  in  that  country. 
3n  the  city  of  London  tlie  thermometer  stood  twen- 
ty-three degrees  lielow  the  freezing  point.  At  Is- 
lington, the  silver  in  the  barometer  on  the  14th,  was 
dewn  into  the  bowl. 

Accounts  from  Irel  md  represent  a portion  of  that 
country  to  be  in  a dreadful  state,  from  tf.e  horrid 
outrages  wliioh  had  f.acly  been  perpetrated, 


ders  of  the  most  horrid  description,  with  robberie 
innumerable,  had  taken  place.  In  Monterlony  a 
man  was  murdered,  liis  wife’s  arm  was  shattered  by 
a ball,  and  the  old  parent  of  the  house,  of  the  name 
of  M’Gi irk,  roasted  alive,  to  compel  him  to  make  a 
confession  where  his  property  was  concealed. — 
'I'he  following-  counties  swarm  with  murderers  and 
robbers,  Fermanagh  Enniskillen,  Donegal,  Antrim, 
Waterford,  Roscommon,  Wexford,  King’s  County 
andjGaivvay, 

A quanti  y of  \yool,  from  New  South  Wales,  was 
sold  at  London,  on  the  14th  of  January,  at  more 
than  3s,  sterling  per  lb.  The  sale  averaged  a 
higher  price  than  Spanisli  wool,  off  ered  at  the  same 
time. 

A London  paper  states,  that  “the  I’eport  in  cir- 
culation, that  the  tragedy  of  Coriolanus  has  been 
prohibited,  is  not  true.  Brutus  and  Venice  Pre- 
served have  been  forbidden.” 

Petitions  arc  getting  up  in  Ireland,  in  favor  of  a 
dissolution  of  the  union  with  Great  Britain! 

.Mm'vied — InDecernber  last,  at  New-Castle,  Eng  ’ 
Mr.  Silvertop  to  Mrs.  Pearson.  This  lady  has 
been  married  three  times  Her  first  husband  was  a 
Quaker,  tb®  second  a Roman  Catholic,  and  the 
• bird  is  of  tlie  established  church.  Every  husband 
was  twice  her  own  age;  at  16  she  married  a man 
of  32,  at  30  she  took  one  of  60,  and  now  at  42,  she 
is  united  to  a man  of  84.  'i 

Imports  at  IjivarpQol  frmn  the  United  States. 

Flour,  bbls.  Rice,  casks.  Tobacco,  hds.  Cotton,  bags 

1817  540,000  195,000  ' 7,861  314,330  ' 

1818  350,000  100,000  110,000  423,500 

1819  43,000  78,000  8,790  366,000 

' S ocks,  Feb.  1—3  iier  cent,  consols  67  5-8. 

State  of  crime  m the  metropolis  of  England,in  the  year 
1819. 

In  Newgate  on  the  1st.  Jan.  1819 — males,  277 — ■ 
females,  107 — total  384.  Qfthis  number  26  were 
executed  for  the  following  offences - murder  1; 
higli-way  robbery  6;  burglary  2;  house-breaking  1; 
stealing  in  a dwelling-house  4;  unnatural  offence  1; 
forgery  1;  uttering  forged  notes  4;  stealing-  post- 
-office letters  3;  cow-stealing  1;  sheep-stealing  1. 

Convicted  at  the  Old  Bailey  during  the  year  1819 
— 2195.  One  hundred  and  eig-iity-thi’ee  of  v/hom 
were  sentenced  to  be  executed;  twenty  of  this  num- 
bei*  have  been  executed. 

In  Newgate,  1st  of  Jan.  1820 — males,  248 — fe- 
males, 113  — total  36l. 

Items  and  scraps  of  news.  Mr.  Cobbett  seems  to 
be  sinking  into  contempt^ — he  has  not  been  abl6  to 
make  “a  row”  with  Paine’s  bones;  and  has  offered 
a modest  proposal  that  the  people  shall  give  him 
50001.  which  l\e will  expend  for  certain  purposes, 
not  explained,  and  about  which  he  will  not  render 
any  sort  of  account!  He  says  it  will  only  require 
6U0,0ffj  persons  to  give  him  2d.  each  to  make  u]> 

the  sum! Large  subscriptions  have  been  made 

for  th5  relief  of  tlie  poor;  the  distresses  of  the  peo- 
ple are  very  great  thougli  trade  is  said  to  be  reviv- 
ing, and  many  of  the  “radicals”  to  be  returning-  to 
their  employ.  The  bankers  Rotschild  & Co.  have  re- 
ceived nearly  8 tons  of  silver  from  the  continent. — 
Several  pe>  sons  have  been  tried  for  sedition  and 
punished  by  fine  and  imprisonment.  I he  fluke  of 
Su-sex  on  the  24th  of  Jan.  joined  in  a celebration 
ill  hon  1-  of  the  memory  of  Charles  Fox,  and  he  is 
reproved  as  having-  sung  the  cliorus  of  a sing 
which  runs  thus,  “i’all  tyrants,  fill!  fall!  full! — fliese 
are  t!ie  daysof  liberty,”  &c.  'fhe  princess  ol  't'/aies, 
now  (}ueen  of  Euglaml,  was  at  Marseilles.  I'here 
seems  to  : e some  difficulty  in  kimwing  what  to  f!o 
with  her — audit  is  inliuiated  lliat  the  present  king 
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will  not  suffer  her  to  be  crowned,  which  it  is  said, 
he  niay  do.  Afire  in  'I’hames-st.  London, did  damage 
to  the  amount  of  200,000/. — 35  persons  lost  their 
lives  in  consequence  of  the  breaking  of  the  ice  at 
Knottingley,  on  the  22d  of  January. — It  appears 
that  a parliament,  after  the  close  of  the  session,  is 
dissolved  by  the  decease  of  a king.  The  dukes 
of  York,  Clarence  and  Sussex,  the  duke  of  Glouces- 
ter and  prince  Leopold,  have  taken  the  oath  of  al- 
legiance of  king-  George  IV.  An  extraordinary  cou- 
rier had  been  sent  to  Spain. 

TRAXCE. 

On  the  first  day  of  the  new-year,  the  king  of 
France  received  the  congratulations  of  the  munici- 
pal body  of  Paris,  when  the  prefect  of  the  Seine 
expressed  to  his  majesty  the  wisli  that  it  would 
please  Heaven  to  grant  him  long  life,  l l'ie  king- 
replied  to  the  congratulations  of  tl>e  chamber  of  de- 
puties in  these  words:  «We  are  in  peace  with  all 
Eur  .pe;  but  we  have  an  enemy  to  contend  with — 
that  iS,  anarchy.” 

Ji  rorae  Bonaparte  is  now  established  with  his 
family  at  Trieste. 

Lavalette  has  been  pardoned.  Bassano  has  ar- 
rived at  Paris. 

The  frost  has  been  severe  in  France  and  England. 
At  Paris  on  the  11th,  the  thermometer  of  trie  en- 
gineer Chevalier,  stood  at  11  below  0.  Tim  Seine 
was  frozen  over. 

On  first  of  January  last,  there  was  in  the  bank  of 
France,  172  millions  [francs]  of  specie.  Twelve 
months  previous  there  was  in  the  same  institution 
only  35  millions. 

Letters  from  Payis  state,  that  the  bank  of  France, 
in  consequence  of  the  very  limited  applications  for 
discounts  made  in  the  depressed  situation  of  com- 
merce, has  accumulated  a disposeable  capital  of  170 
millions  of  francs,  nearly  seven  millions  sterling, 
which,  at  this  moment,  is  in  a great  degree  unpro- 
ductive.— I'his  has  led  to  a reduction  of  the  inte- 
rest on  shares  held  in  that  institution,  to  6 per  cent, 
per  annum,  the  lowest  rate  permitted  by  the  con- 
ditions on  which  their  charter  is  held.  As  the 
shares  in  the  bank  of  France  are  now  quoted  at 
1430,  originally  issued  at  1000  francs,  the  real  inte- 
rest paid  is  little  more  than  4 per  cent,  and  at  that 
period  when  the  government  securities  of  the 
country  are  realizing  7 per  cent,  per  annum.  The 
directors  of  the  bank  of  France  are  now  meditating 
a measure  which  will  probably  approximate  their 
funds  and  those  of  the  country  to  the  samh  level— 
to  obtain  the  sanction  of  their  proprietors  to  the 
investment  of  the  portion  of  their  capital,  for 
which  no  commercial  demand  arises,  in  the  pur- 
chase of  rentes;  the  attempt  was  made  last  year, 
^nd  was  then  rendered  abortive  by  a majority  of  one 
person  ow\y .—London  paper. 

Finances.  Mr.  Roy,  the  minister  of  finance,  has, 
submitted  to  the  chamber  of  deputies,  a project 
for  authorising  the  proyisional  collection  of  six- 
twellths  of  the  direct  taxes  for  the  ensuing  year; 
-which  was  ordered  to  be  referred  to  the  Bureaux. 
The  minister  afterwards  went  into  a detailed  ex- 
planation of  certain  heads  of  the  finances,  begin- 
ning with  the  subject  of  arrears  still  remaining  un- 
liquidated. He  announced  that  the  total  expense 
under  the  budget  of  1818,  ending  1st  Sept.  1819, 
■was  1,415,6^,762  franqs;  and  the  deficit  of  ways 
and  means,  35,854,351  francs,  to  be  borrowed  from 
the  resources  of  the  present  year.  Next,  that  dur- 
ing the  4 years,  1815,  16,  17,  18,  the  expenditure 
which  France  had  to  bear,  was  4, 144,000,000  francs, 
(upwards  of  4-3,000,000/.  sterling  per  annum)  of 
tvhich  only  about  120, OOu/.  is  wanting  to  complete 


the  means  of  discharging  every  part  or  her  engage- 
ments; and  this  sum  is  aheady  provided  for  irom 
collateral  sources.  This  highly  favorable  declara- 
tion produced  a lively  movement  of  satisfacrion 
amongthe  fleputies  Of  the  above  sum,  more  than 
three  fourths  were  furnished  by  taxation;  the  re- 
mainder only  by  credit. 

JVI.  la  Fayette  has  addressed  the  following  letter 
to  the  editor  of  the  Moniienr  .- 

“Pnrw,  ./n?n  2,  1820. 

“"dR— I read  in  the  Jfoniteur  of  to-day  that  1 was 
outlawed  in  1792,  for  having  wished  to  emigrate  at 
the  head  of  the  army. 

‘‘  This  is  the  first  time  that  T have  ever  replied  to 
the  calumny  those  various  factions,  who  understood 
each  othe-- better  than  was  expected,  upon  the  ob- 
ject of  distracting  France,  and  procuring  sentence 
of  outlawry  against  me. 

“.Vly  conduct  in  1792  is  known;  it  was  judged  by 
my  country.  1 1 became  me,  therefore,  t(»  protest,  as 
applied  to  myself,  against  an  injurious  confusion  of 
proscribed  patriotism,  with  armed  emigration, 
more  especially  as  I have  always  denounced  the  lat- 
ter as  the  principal  cause  of  the  mi  sfortunes  of  the 
revolution,'  and  of  so  many  calamities,  which  have 
been  protracted  for  too  many  years,  and  eternal  as 
affecting'  myself. 

“I  think  it,  therefore,  my  duty  to  give  a forinal 
contradiction, dess  to  the  docile  writers  of  the  arti- 
cle, than  to  the  patrons  who  dictated  it. 

(Signed)  “La  Fayette.” 

A fire  broke  out  on  the  13th  of  October,  on  the 
mountains,  near  Xerer  de  la  Frontera,  France,  tra- 
versing the  country  for  the  space  of  five  leagues, 
and  destroying  all  kinds  of  property  in  its  terrific 
course.  It  is  stated  that  23  persons  have  fallen 
victims  to  its  violence,  and  that  eighty  others  have 
been  severely  burned.  Three  hundred  and  sixty 
eight  horses  and  mules  liave  been  destroyed,  and 
136  severely  injured;  474  cows,  sheep  and  goats 
have  also  fallen  victims. 

SPAUX. 

The  only  news  we  have  from  Spain  has  reached 
ns  through  France.  The  London  papers  intimate 
that  the  extent  of  the  revolt  cannot  be  gathered 
from  this  channel  of  intelligence — but  the  follow- 
ing items  may  serve  to  shew  that  it  is  apparently 
very  formidable: 

Cadiz  was  given  iiptothejDo/?7oi!s  about  the  11th  of 
Jan.  The  constitution  was  immediately  proclaimed 
and  an  oath  generally  taken  to  defend  it.  The 
merchants  gave  a grand  banquet  on  the  occasion. 
The  patriot  force  there  amounted  to  24,000  men, 
who  appear  to  have  behaved  very  orderly.  The 
people  and  the  clergy  generally  in  the  south  of 
Spain,  are  reported  to  have  joined  af^  ain.st  the  king. 
I'he  cry  is  ^dive  the  constitution — doxaii  -with  Ferdi- 
nand!” Public  tables  were  spread  to  supply  the 
troops  with  provisions. 

Advices  from  Madrid  as  late  as  the  16th  of  Jan. 
are  received — they  are  contradictory,  but  shew  a 
great  degree  of  alarm.  It  was  believed  that  an  ar- 
my of  30,000  men  were  marching  to  the  capital 
— that  the  king  had  prepared  himself  to  run  away 
— some  said  he  had  done  so,  and  was  killed.  A 
junta  had  issued  a decree  forbidding  him  to  leave 
the  kingdom.  The  account  sa}^sthat  he  offered  to 
do  any  thing  tliat  the  people  wished;  but  it 
is  not  probable  tiiat  they  will  give  him  an  op- 

portunity to  break  his  oath.  Alany  couriers,  in 
great  haste, hava  arrived  at  Paris. 

A letter  from  Madrid  of  tlie  15th  Jan.  says — “no 
accounts  from  Cadiz — the  government  publishes 
nothing  -all  is  alarm.” 
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Several  illustrious  men  are  said  already  to  beat 
the  head  of  the  patriots,  who,  by  breaking  open  the 
dungeons  ,may  find  enough  persons  capable  of  lead- 
ing them  to  battle,  or  presiding  over  the  affairs  of 
the  state. 

A Paris  paper  of  Feb.  5,  says — The  Spanish  am- 
bassador has  addressed  a note  to  our  government, 
requesting  it  to  cause  the  conduct  of  M.  M.  the 
Spanish  Liberaux,  residing  in  Paris,  to  be  observed, 
and  to  issue  orders  that  no  passports  be  delivered 
them. 

The  ambassador  had  an  audience  with  the  king 
on  the  22d. 

Letters  from  Lisbon  of  the  17th  Jan.  received  in 
London,  represent  the  revolt  as  general  iu  the 
south  of  Spain.  At  Madrid,  on  the  door  of  the  curs- 
ed inquisition,  a placard  had  been  put  up  running 
thus — “from  this  day^  this  house  to  lei.’*  AMEN. 

The  London  Statesman,  of  January  26th,  in  speak- 
ing of  the  news  from  Spain,  observes—“lthas  been 
thought  proper,  by  many,  to  suspend  the  execution 
of  Spanish  orders,  till  further  advices  from||Cadiz, 
or  the  metropolis  of  that  kingdom,  are  received. 
Some  merchants  have  even  gone  so  far  as  to  stop 
the  goods  and  merchandize  on  board  of  ships  which 
were  consigned  to  Cadiz,  Bayonne,  and  other  places. 

0;;;^We  have  accounts  from  Paris  of  the  8th  Feb. 
A report  prevailed  that  Ferdinand  in  attempting  to 
make  his  escape,  was  slain.  Another,  that  he  was 
assassinated.  \ letter  from  Madrid,  of  the  25th 
Jan.  says  that  the  capital  was  tranquil — that  an 
amnesty  had  been  offered  to  the  insurgents,  which 
it  was  thought  they  would  accept  of — other  advices 
are  the  reverse  of  this.  From  a country  like  Spain,  it 
is  exceedingly  difficult  to  know  what  is  truth. 

Rumors.  That  the  king  of  Spain  has  requested 
the  king  of  France  to  lend  him  money  and  25,000 
men  to  reduce  the  rebels,  and  also  that  some 
French  ships  of  war  might  cruise  off  Bayonne.  'I’hat 
a battle  had  been  fought  between  the  king’s  troops 
and  the  patriots,  the  latter  worsted — but  another 
account  says,  that  the  former  joined  the  latter  in  a 
body — a third,  that  the  king’s  guards  remained 
faithful  to  him  and  were  cut  to  pieces  by  his  ene- 
mies. That  Ferdinand  wished  to  shew  himself  to 
the  people  at  Madrid,  and  that  the  people  hooted 
him  into  his  own  proper  insignificance — that  the 
young  queen  appeared,  and  the  people  said  they 
wanted  nothing  of  her.  That  the  court  would  retire 
to  Pampeluna,  which  is  near  France,  to  facilitate 
an  escape  by  land  or  sea.  That  a French  army  of 
20,000  men,  under  the  duke  cf  Angouleme,  was  to 
be  formed  on  the  frontires  of  Spain-that  the  rebels 
had  seized  the  count  de  Calderon,  carried  him  a pri- 
soner to  the  mountains  of  Ronda,  and  profusely 
published  the  papers  found  upon  him. 

The  following  summary  and  remarks  is  from  the 
J^ational Advocate,  published  at  New  York — 

By  the  Stephania,  from  Havre,  we  have  received 
Paris  papers  to  the  6th  of  February,  which  are  filled 
with  extracts  from  Spanish  papers  and  letters,  re- 
lative to  the  revolution.  On  the  24th  of  Jan.  the 
alarm  was  very  great  at  Madrid;  and  the  increasing 
power  of  the  patriots  afforded  no  prospects  of  its 
termination — Ferdinand  had  demanded  assistance 
from  England — his  queen  lately  arrived  from  Ba- 
varia, was  treated  with  respect.  Cadiz  and  its  en- 
virons were  occupied  by  20,000  men,  every  thing 
was  tranquil  in  that  city,  and  Valdes,  the  son  of  ad- 
miral Valdes,  was  appointed  governor  of  Cadiz; 
lie  is  a decided  friend  to  the  Cortez  and  constitution. 
TJie  army  of  general  Freyere  is  dispersed  and  the 
patriots  have  nearly  half  of  Spain  under  their  con- 
iroul.  These  events,  of  course,  have  created  great 


sensations  at  Paris;  the  coffee-houses  were  filled 
with  politicians,  and  the  only  question  seems  to  be, 
what  part  will  France  jilay  in  this  drama?  The  king 
is  very  delicately  situated;  if  he  moves  he  is  gone. — ^ 
The  people  of  France,  without  reference  to  party, 
are  in  favor  of  a constitution  for  Spain,  and  to  the 
re-establishment  of  the  Cortez— if  the  king  oppos- 
es this, he  causes  his  own  attachment  to  the  French 
constitution  to  be  suspected— there  is,  therefore  a 
favorable  disposition  manifested  in  France  towards 
the  patriots,  and  it  the  king  deems  it  expedient  to 
assist  his  cousin  Ferdinand  with  troops,  there  is  not 
a French  soldier  will  leave  Spain.  J'he  Spanish 
troops,  the  Guerillas,  and  the  peasants  generally, 
have  been  so  accustomed  to  fight  the  French,  that 
they  will  fall  on  them  the  moment  they  enter,  for 
the  mass  of  the  Spanish  population  is  iuVavopofthe 
constitution.  Our  letters  state,  that  if  the  count 
Deseazes  does  not  look  sharp  it  will  be  his  ov'er- 
throw,  notwithstanding  he  has  so  strong  a hold  on 
the  king’s  confidence.  There  is  but  one  opinion, 
as  to  the  independenco  of  South  America,  which 
this  revolt  ensures. 

With  respect  to  any  assistance  that  Great  Britain 
rnay  afford  the  beloved  Ferdinand,  we  should  ques-, 
tion  whether  they  would  stir  an  inch  after  what  has 
passed.  The  English  have  got  nothing  from  the 
king— their  course,  is  therefore,  a plain  one. 

GER.MANT. 

A canal  is  cutting  from  Vienna  to  Trieste,  to  n- 
nite  the  Danube  with  the  Adriatic  sea. 

One  thousand  five  hundred  and  ninety  three  ships 
arrived  at  Hamburg,  during  the  year  1819. 

This  great  and  interesting  country  seems  to  be 
“delivered’^  of  a free  press,  and  of  ffeedom.  The 
following  is  from  a late  Lsndpn  paper. 

Nothing  can  equal  the  gloom  which  has  taken 
possession  of  the  pubhc  mind  in  Germany.  The 
journals  hitherto  distinguished  for  independence,  have^ 
one  by  one,  either  disappeared,  or  lost  their  former 
conductors,  some  of  whom,  along  wdth  other  public 
w'riters,  have  been  obliged,  in  order  to  escape  from 
perpetual  confinement  in  the  dungeon  of  a fortress, 
to  seek  an  asylum  in  France  and  in  this  country. 

“From  henceforward,”  says  the  Zat  Sc/nidugeUi 
“this  paper  will  appear  under  censorship.  Where 
all  lose  their  freedom,  the  equality  may  afford  some 
consolation;  and  this  we  have  already  experienced 
under  JV'apoleon.  Let  us  admire  the  wisdom  of  Pro- 
vidence! In  order  to  give  repose  and  harmony  to 
our  contradictory  wishes,  it  has  given  us  a commo.n 
sorrow. 

Farewell  readers,  till  we  meet  again!” 

Dr.  f'Veilzel,  hitherto  the  editor  of  the  Rheinische 
Blatter  published  at  Wiesbaden,  has  declared  that 
he  renounces  the  conducting  of  that  journal  so 
long  as  the  present  state  of  things  continues. 

Tfie  Courier  of  tlie  lower  Rhine,  published  at 
Cleves,  has  taken  a voluntary  leave  of  its  read- 
ers. 

The  J\Ie7itz  Jouriial  has  renounced  the  motto  of 
Fiat  Lux,  w'hich  had  reference  to  the  invention  of 
printing  in  that  city.  It  is  singular  enough  that  the 
inquisition  against  the  press  should  have  its  head  quar- 
ters in  the  place  of  its  birth. 

M.  Goerres,  the  well  known  editor  of  the  Rhenish 
Mercury,  has  been  obliged  to  seek  a refuge  in  the 
country  against  which  he  labored  with  so  much 
perseverance.  His  work  of  Germany  and  the  re- 
volution, is  considered  uristocratical  by  the  popular 
party,  and  was  written  with  the  view  of  dissuading 
his  countrymen  from  entertaining  any  idea  of  a re- 
volution; but  unfortunately  for  him,  it  also  reproved 
in  strong  terms,  the  departure  from  the  laws  in 


NILES^  IIEGISTER-  MARCH  18,  1820— FOREIGN  ARTICLES. 


5i 


which  the  g-overnments  had  indulged,  and  this  was  | 
sufficient  to  obtain  for  the  author  a dungeon  in  a j 
fortress. — His  letter  to  a Parisian  Journal  speaks  the 
language  of  a man  cojiscious  of  his  honorable  inte- 
grity and  his  honorable  intentions,  and  is  every  way 
such  as  a man  in  misfortune  may  with  propriety 
write  to  a former  adversary. 

The  wife  of  the  elector  of  Cassel,  a princess  of 
Denmark,  died  on  the  9th  of  January,  aged  73 
years.  The  landgrave  of  Hesse  Homburg,  also  died 
onthe21st.  . 

At  Amsterdam,  Jan.  29th,  information  had  been 
received  of  the  overflowing  of  the  back  country, 
which  had  destroyed  avast  amount  of  property, 
sweeping  away  great  numbers  of  cattle,  &c.  in  its 
course,  together  with  a number  of  the  inhabitants. 
Contributions  were  making  in  Amsterdam  for  the 
distressed  objects  of  this  calamity. 

London.  Jan.  29.  A Flanders  mail  arrived  this 
morning,  bringing  Brussels  papers  to  the  26th  inst. 
The  states  of  Wirtemburg  were  assembled  on  the 
15th.  January  at  Stutgard,  whom  the  king  met,  ad- 
dressed a speech  replete  with  confidence  and  af- 
fection. His  majesty’s  determination,  seconded  by 
that  of  the  states,  to  give  a free  constitution  to  his 
country,  has  endeared  him  to  all  ranks  of  his  peo- 
pie. 

ITALY.  I 

I'he  American  Quaker,  Stevens,  celebrated 
as  a second  Howard,  had  an  audience  of  the 
Pope  on  the  21st  Dec,  last.  As  the  principles  of  his 
sect  do  not  permit  him  to  take  oft'  his  hat,  and  as 
it  might  be  inconvenient  for  him  to  keep  it  on  his 
head,  he  proposed  that  some  person  in  the  anti- 
chamber, should  take  the  trouble  of  uncovering 
him.  This  office  was  performed  by  M.  Capacina, 
in  the  department  of  the  secretary  of  state, 

Vesuvius,  for  19  months  anterior  to  Dec.  last, 
had  not  ceased  to  throw  forth  streams  of  lava. 
But,  about  the  7th  of  that  month  it  cast  out  such 
quantities  as  to  alarm  the  neighboring  villages;  the 
breadth  of  the  torrent  of  tii'e  which  rushed  forth 
was  25  feet;  it  reached  a precipice  on  the  mountain 
and  for  a long  time  formed  a cascade  of  flame, 
about  25  feet  high!  when  it  fell  into  an  abyss,  to 
come  forth  again  and  make  a second  cascade,  and 
after  that  a third,  sixty  feet  high,  still  in  a perfect 
flame!  The  sight  has  been  described,  as  it  needs 
must  have  been,  as  terribly  grand. 

lOXIAX  ISLAXDS. 

The  insurrection  which  lately  broke  out  in  the 
Island  of  Santa  Maura,  was  not  quelled  at  the  last 
accounts.  The  peasantry  had  had  a battle  with  their 
‘‘protectors,”  the  British,  and  killed  6,  and  wound- 
ed 25  men  of  the  28th  regiment.  Martial  law  was 
proclaimed;  the  people  abandoned  their  houses 
and  retired  to  the  mountains;  and  then  the  British 
bravely  burnt  tlie  houses,  and  destroyed  the  vine- 
yards, &c.  Jifter  this,  the  people  rushed  from  the 
mountains  and  severely  attacked  their  “protec- 
tors,” killing  56  of  them,  on  the  4th  of  Nov.  The 
island  contains  between  5 and  6,000  men,  capable 
of  bearing  arms,  besides  the  women,  who  seem  to 
have  taken  an  active  part  in  these  little  battles. 
The  people  of  these  islands  have  been  abominably 
used  by  the  British — they  are  ruled  as  if  perfect 
slaves. 

atrssiA. 

It  has  been  so  cold  in  Russia,  the  past  season,  that 
all  the  public  places  of  amusement  had  been  clos- 
ed. The  thermometer  at  St,  Petersburg,  stood  at 
35  1-2  degrees  below  Zero. 

Letters  dated  at  Kamtschatka,  June  18th,  ®Id 
stile,  state,  that  on  the  fourth  of  that  month,  an 


.'.merican  merchantman  arrived  there,  in  26  days 
from  the  Sandwich  Islands,  with  a cargo  of  swine, 
goats,  poultry,  water  melons  and  potatoes.  Some 
of  the  latter  weighed  10  pounds. 

We  have  a pompous  account  in  a Paris  paper,  of 
the  Russian  settlements  in  America,  at  Norfolk 
Sound — stating  that  they  have  a fort  there  mount- 
ing lOO  pieces  of  cannon,  8ic.  and,  that  troops 
lately  embarked  at  Cronstadt  to  recruit  the  garri- 
son. That  the  Russians  have  a post,  as  stated,  is 
true — but  the  settlements  as  yet  are  quite  unim- 
portant. It  IS  evident,  however,  that  Alexander  is 
directing  his  attention  to  this  remote  region — be- 
cause, no  doubt,  he  lias  laot  land  enough  in  Europe, 
and  Asia!!!— not  more  than  five  millions  of  square 
miles! 


JVew  Tariff.  A new  tariff*  has  been  established 
in  Russia,  which  completely  shuts  out  all  the  coarse 
manufactures  of  cloth.  A London  paper,  speaking* 
of  it,  says — 

“The  duty  on  crushed  sugars  amounts  to  a pro- 
hibition. The  duties  on  cloth,  manufactured  cot- 
tons, &c.  instead  of  being  ad  valorem^  is  now  pro-^ 
posed  to  be  levied  accordingto  the  weight,  making 
no  distinction  being  the  finest  and  the  coarsest 
goods  of  the  same  denomination.  Hence  the  low 
priced  manufactures,  paying  the  same  duty  as  the 
more  valuable,  will  be  altogether  shut  out,  in  order 
to  encourage  their  own  incipient  establishments, 
and  only  our  finer  qualities  of  goods  will  be  admit- 
ted, the  demand  for  which  is  naturally  more  limit- 
ed-because  in  the  finer  manufactures  a length  of 
time  must  elapse  before  they  can  entertain  any  hope 
of  rivaling  us.” 

Trade  xviih  the  United  States,  for  the  years 
1818  and  1819. 


1818 

1819 

35 

32 

288,353 

148,261 

7,654 

3,948 

'ces  64,320 

31,244 

660,861 

158,006 

2,770,000 

PORTUGAL. 

4,016  000 

Ships,  no. 

Iron,  poods. 

Hemp,  do. 

Sail  cloth, &duck,/>/eces 
Diapers,  arsheens 
Quills,  710. 


The  weather  has  been  so  severe  at  Lisbon,  that 
in  one  night,  thirty-five  fishermen  and  three  senti- 
nels were  frozen  to  death.  The  ice  formed  three 
inches  thick  in  one  night,  a circumstance  unprece- 
dented at  that  place. 


DENMABK. 

The  mob  have  again  insulted  the  Jews  at  Copen- 
hagen. During  the  Christmas  holidays,  the  winv 
dows  of  the  houses  of  the  principal  Jewish  mer- 
chants were  destroyed.  The  cavalry  w^as  called  out 
and  prevented  further  excess. 


PRUSSIA. 

The  king  of  Prussia  has  issueel  a decree,  prohi- 
biting, in  his  dominions,  the  circulation  of  the  jour- 
nals printed  in  the  Netherlands. 


LAPLAND. 

The  greatest  water-fall  in  Europe  has  been  re- 
cently discovered  in  Lapland.  It  is  on  the  river  Lat- 
tin;  it  is  half  a mile  broad,  and  falls  in  a perp  endi- 
lar  descent  o?four  hundred  feet. 


BABBART  POWERS. 

The  Paris  papers  state,  that  the  Marquis  Dessol- 
les,  minister  ?of  foreign  affairs,  has  signed  a ti*eaty, 
by  which  a debt  of  7,000,000  francs  claimed  in  vain 
by  the  Dey  of  Algiers  for  the  last  twenty  years,  re- 
fused by  all  thfe  antecedent  ministers,  and  evaded 
lately  by  the  duke  of  Richelieu,  is  now  recognized, 
and  stipulated  to  be  paid  by  monthly  instalments 
1 corameiicing  with  the  1st  of  March  next. 
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TURKEY. 

A most  furious  insurrection  is  stated  to  have  bro- 
ken out  kt  Smyrna.  Much  blood  has  been  shed  on 
the  occa.sion.  '11',  e palace  of  the  Pacha  was  storm- 
ed, and  he  himself  escape  d with  great  difficulty. 

There  have  also  been  great  disturbances  at  Alep- 
po. The  city  was  in  a state  of  seige  by  the  Pacha. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Tinder  the  circumstances  in  which  Spain  is  now 
placed,  the  complete  liberation  of  South  America 
from  the  yoke  of  Spain,  cannot  be  far  distant.  Late 
accounts  from  Venezuela  tell  us  that  Morillo  was 
reduced  to  the  most  desperate  shifts  to  maintain 
himself,  and  that  the  patriot  army  from  Granada 
was  about  to  be  possessed  of  Maracaibo  and  San- 
ta Martha.  Their  force  was  estimated  at  8000  men. 
The  British  troops,  ofDevereux’s  legion,  were  yet 
inactive.  Dr.  Zea  is  coming-  out  as  a minister  to  the 
U.  States. 


CONGRESS. 

IN  THE  SENATE. 

^ March  10.  The  senate  resumed  the  considera- 
tion of  the  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of 
bankruptcy;  and  having  proceeded  as  far  as  the  2cl 
sectio’i  thereof,  which  provides  for  the  appointment 
by  the  district  judges,  of  commissioners  of  bank- 
ruptcy— 

Mr.  Bjirrill  observed  that  he  had  an  objection  to 
the  provisions  of  this  section.  He  would  prefer 
that  these  commissioners  should  be  appointed  in 
such  numbers  as  might  from  time  to  time  be  deem- 
ed necessary,  by  the  president  of  the  United  States. 
Mr.  B.  moved  so  to  amend  the  section  as  to  make 
it  conform  to  his  wishes. 

After  deliate,  the  amendment  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  King,  of N.  Y.  laid  upon  the  table  the  follow- 
ingimportant  resolutions: 

/?ca«/t;ed,That,  from  and  after  the the  regu- 

lations and  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  “An  act 
concerning  navig-ation,”  passed  on  the  18th  day  of 
April,  I8i8,  be  and  hereby  are,  extended,  and 
made  applicable  to  the  colony  or  island  of  Bermu- 
da; to  the  Providence  or  Bahama  Islands,  and  to  all 
other  colonies,  islands,  and  places,  under  the  domi- 
nion of  Great  Britain,  in  the  West  Indies,  which 
are  not  now  included  within  the  regulations  and 
provisions  of  the  act  aforesaid. 

Resolved,  That,  from  and  after  the no  goods, 

wares,  or  merchandize,  shall  be  imported  into  the 
United  States  from  the  provinces  of  New  Bruns- 
wick, the  province  of  Nova  Scotia,  the  island  of 
Newfoundland,  or  its  dependencies;  the  colony  or 
island  of  Bermuda;  the  Providence  of  Bahama  Is- 
lands, or  any  of  them;  or  from  any  other  province, 
colony,  island,  or  place,  under  the  dominion  of 
Great  Britain,  in  the  M^est  Indies,  except  such 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandize  only,  a§  are  truly  of 
the  growth,  manufacture,  or  produce  of  the  pro- 
vince, colony,  island,  or  place,  from  which  the 
same  shall  be  directly  imported  into  the  United 
States;  and  that  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise, 
prohibited  to  be  imported  into  the  United  States,  as 
aforesaid,  except  as  aforesaid,  which,  after  the  said 
— — shall  be  imported,  or  attempted  to  be  import- 
ed, into  the  United  Strtes,  contrary  to  the  provisions 
of  this  act,  shall  be  liable  to  seizure,  and  forfeited  to 
the  United  States. 

The  bill  from  the  other  house  authorizing  the  tp- 
poinlment  of  a register  and  a receiver  of  public 
moneys  in  Lawrence  district,  in  Arkansas,  was  ta- 
ken up  and  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  senate  look  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  Ga- 


briel Godfrey,  [making  him  compensation  for  a barn 
destroyed  by  the  United  States’  troopsinthe  battle 
of  the  River  Raisin.] 

I'his  bill  gave  rise  also  to  considerable  discussion, 
as  many  of  the  various  and  multifarious  claims 
growing  out  of  the  late  war  often  do  in  both  houses 
of  congress.  The  discussion  turned  in  this  case 
chiefly  on  the  propriety  of  allowing  compensation 
for  damage  done  by  a soldier,  when  it  was  not  in 
evidence  that  he  acted  by  the  command  of  an  of- 
ficer; but  this  case  derived  no  little  interest  from 
the  great  gallantry  of  the  act  which  gave  rise  to 
this  claim.  The  anecdote,  as  related  by  Mr.  Trim- 
ble, and  confirmed  by  other  gentlemen  from  tlie 
west,  was  briefly  this.  In  the  combined  attack  by 
the  British  and  Indians  of  general  Winche.s- 
ter’sarmy  at  the  river  Raisin,  the  enemy  derived 
great  advantage  from  a barn  within  short  rifle  shot 
of  the  picketing  of  the  American  camp,  by  means  of 
which  they  were  not  only  sheltered  but  enabled  to 
fire  intothgpickets.  It  was  all  importantthat  the 
barn  should  be  destroyed  and  the  enemy  dislodged 
The  soldier  in  question,  at  the  almost  certain  sacri- 
fice of  his  life,  rushed  from  the  pickets  to  the  bam 
with  a torch  and  set  it  on  fire;  and  had  the  good 
fortune  to  escape  the  bullets  that  were  siiovvered 
at  him,  though  he  sufl'ered  greatly  in  his  rigging’. 
It  was  this  barn,  which  the  soldier’s  torch  destroy' 
ed,  that  compensation  was  prayed  for. 

This  bill,  after  discussion,  was  ordered  to  a third 
reading. 

March  13.  Mr.  Mdlen,  according  to  notice, 
having  asked  and  obtained  leave,  introduced  a bill 
to  apportion  the  representatives  from  the  states  of 
Massachusetts  and  Maine,  in  the  next  congress, 
(giving  to  Massaclmsetts  thirteen,  and  to  Maine  seven 
members  in  the  seventeenth  congress.) 

Mr.  King,  of  N.  Y.  laid  on  the  table  a rule  desig- 
nating those  who  shall  hereafter  have  theprivi  ; 
lege  ofeonving  on  the  floor  of  the  senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Trimble,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  cause 
to  be  communicated  to  the  senate  a statement  of 
the  quantity  ofland  which  has  been  sold,  the  quan- 
tity which  remains  unsold,  and  the  amount  of  sales 
in  each  land  district  in  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois,  respectively. 

The  bankrupt  bill  being  taken  up,  was  postponed 
until  Thursday,  when  it  is  probable  that  it  will  be 
fully  discussed. 

I'he  bill,  from  the  other  house,  authorising  the 
appointment  of  a register  and  a receiver  of  public 
moneys,  for  Lawrence  district,  in  Arkansas,  and  the 
engrossed  bills  for  the  relief  of  Gabriel  Godfrey, 
of  Joseph  Lefebvre,  and  of  John  Harding  and 
others,  were  severally  read  the  third  time  and  pas- 
sed, and  the  three  last  sent  to  the  other  house  for 
concurrence. 

March  14  Among  the  petitions  presented  and 
referred  to-day,  was  one  by  Mr.  Sanford,  from  the 
Ocean  steam  boat  company  of  New  York,  praying  a 
law  to  authorise  the  issuing  of  registers  for  their 
steam  vessels,  in  their  corporate  name,  and  to  au- 
thorise commissions  to  the  commanders  of  them,  or 
in  any  other  mode  to  invest  them  with  the  charac- 
ter of  public  vessels;  also  to  allow  the  usual  draw- 
back on  the  fuel  consumed;  and  also  to  direct  the 
post-master-general  to  contract  for  the  transporta- 
tion in  them  of  the  foreign  mails. 

The  senate  took  up  the  resolutions  submitted  by 
Mr,  King,  ol'N.  Y.  on  the  lOth  inst.  concerning  na- 
vigation. 

Mr.  King  explained  pretty  much  at  large  his 
views  in  ofl'ering  the  resolutions,  and  the  reasons 
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which  he  conceived  should  induce  this  govefmnent 
to  adopt  the  policy  which  they  suggested;  after 
which  the  resolutions  were,  on  his  motion,  referred 
to  the  committee  on  foreign  relations. 

[The  senate  was  busily  employed  this  day,  but 
nothing  of  a definite  character  transacted,  except  to 
order  the,  after  explanation,  the  bill  from  the  other 
house,  for  the  support  of  the  navy  for  1820,  by  ge- 
neral consent,  to  a third  reading,  which  being 
done,  it  was  passed.] 

March  15.  After  a variety  of  other  business, 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  supplementary  to 
the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims 
(under  French  and  Spanish  grants)  in  the  state  of 
Louisiana  and  territories  of  Missouri  and  Arkansas. 

Debate  being  hard — the  bill  was  postponed  until 
■Friday. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Vincent  Grant,  (to  in- 
demnify him  for  the  loss  of  a iiouse  destroyed  by 
tJie  enemy  on  the  Niagara  frontier,  in  the  late  war, 
on  account,  as  was  alleged,  of  its  occupation  as  a 
depot  of  naval  stores,  &c.  for  the  United  Sta.es’ ser- 
vice) was  taken  up. 

After  debate,  the  senate  refused  to  order  the  bill 
to  a third  reading,  and  so  it  was  rejected. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt,  (providing  for 
the  equitable  adjustment  of  his  claims  against  the 
government,  for  supplying  the  north-western  army 
in  the  late  war.) 

Many  members  spoke  on  the  subject— and  the 
senate  adjourned  while  a motion  to  re  commit  the 
bill  to  the  committee  of  claims,  was  uwder  conside- 
ration- 

HOUSE  OP  REPRESENT  ATI  VES. 

Thursday,  March  9.  Mr.  Loiundes,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  foreig-n  relations,  delivered  in  the  follow- 
ng  report: 

The  committee  to  whom  has  been  referred  so 
ranch  of  the  president’s  message,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  session,  as  relates  to  foreign  affairs,  re- 
spectfully report: 

That  their  attention  was  directed,  immediately 
upon  their  appointment,  to  the  state  of  the  relations 
of  the  United  States  with  Spain,and  that  their  delay 
in  making  a report  upon  them,  must  be  attributed  to 
their  wish  ^‘to  afford  an  opportunity  for  such  friend- 
ly communications,  during  the  present  session  of 
congress,”  as  the  government  of  Spain  had  autho- 
rised us  to  expect  They  thought  it  better  that 
congress  should  postpone  its  determination  until 
events  might  enable  it  to  make  that  determination 
definitive,  than  that  it  should  pass  a contingent  act 
for  authorising  measures  which  it  was  not  propos- 
ed immediately  to  execute;  that  it  should  found  its 
determination  upon  relations  ascertained  to  exist, 
than  upon  a calculation  of  events  which  might  be 
expected  to  occur  during  its  sitting. 

But  more  than  a year  has  passed  since  the  signa- 
ture of  the  treaty,  by  which  it  was  proposed  to  ter- 
minate the  long  differences  between  the  United 
States  and  Spain.  More  than  six  months  has  pas- 
sed since  the  appointment  of  a new  minister  from 
Spain,  wlio  was  “forthwith”  to  make  known  to  the 
United  States,  the  intentions  of  his  government,  and 
we  have  advanced  so  far  in  the  session  as  to  make 
it  necessary  to  propose,  without  further  delay,  any 
Bveasure  on  which  it  is  expected  that  congress  shall 
act  before  its  adjournment. 

The  committee  will  not  attempt  to  add  any  thing 
to  the  exposition  of  the  riglUs  of  the  United  States 
and  the  obhg'ations  of  Spain,  which  is  contained  in 
tlie  correspondence  between  the  two  governments. 
We  can  hardly  expect,  from  continued  negociation. 


the  redress  which  has  been  claimed  for  twenty 
years,  and  promised  for  eighteen — wliich  has  been 
a second  time  promised,  and  a second  time  with-r 
held.  In  such  a negociation,  the  signature  of  a 
treaty  seems  to  be  a mere  incident,  and  not  its 
term. 

For  the  spolktiojis  which  have  been  committed 
upon  the  property  of  our  citizens,  for  the  invasion 
of  our  soil,  for  the  weakness  or  partiality  which  r as 
made  a Spanish  territory  the  place  of  rendezvous 
and  encampment  of  an  enemy,  and  which  has  still 
more  lately,  permitted  the  I ndian  inhabitants  of  that 
territory,  (whom  Spain  was  bound  by  treaty  to  re- 
strain,) to  engage  in  savage  hostilities  against  iis; 
for  all  these  acts  of  war,  a people  less  attached  to 
peace  would  seek  redress  only  by  war.  I'O  cap- 
ture and  confiscate  the  ships  and  property  of  ihe 
Wrong-doer,  would  be  admitted  to  be  a policy  of 
mildness  and  forbearance.  But,  by  such  reprisals, 
the  government  that  does  the  wrong,  suffers  less 
than  the  unoffending  subject.  It  seems  a more  just 
reprisal  to  occupy  the  province  which  has  been 
made  an  instrument  of  injury,  which  has  been  de- 
signated by  Spain  herself  as  the  fund  for  our  indem- 
nity, and  whose  occupation  by  the  United  States, 
will  stop  the  accumulation  of  tiiose  claims  for  com- 
pensation and  redress,  which  the  misgovernment 
of  that  neglected  colony  continually  produces.— 

'I  he  committee  submit  to  the  bouse  a bill  to  autho- 
rise the  president  of  the  United  States,  to  take  pos- 
session  of  East  and  West  Florida,  and  establish  a 
temporary  government  therein. 

There  appears  too  much  reason  to  believe,  from 
the  mistake  of  the  Spanish  negociator,  as  to  the 
dates  of  the  Spanish  grants,  which  it  was  intended 
to  annul,  ifthe  projected  treaty  had  been  ratified, 
that  the  crown  lands  in  Florida  may  be  ir.sufficient 
to  provide  the  expected  indemnity  for  our  losses.— 
But  these  may  be  applied,  as  far  as  they  will  go, 
to  the  compensation  of  our  citizens,  and  for  the  ex- 
cess of  our  claim,  Spain,  by  whose  act  tlie  domain 
of  Florida  has  been  rendered  inadequate,  must  ex- 
pect us  to  look  westward.  Perhaps,  when  our  at- 
tention is  thus  forced  to  a direction  more  interest- 
ing to  Spain,  her  government  may  at  last  admit  that 
it  is  as  much  her  interest  as  ours,  that  the  just 
claims  of  the  United  States  should  he  provided  for, 
by  friendly  convention,  and  we  may  hope  that  the 
next  treaty  between  the  two  nations  may  be  execu- 
ted as  w'ell  as  signed. 

Tlse  following-  bill  accompanied  the  report: 

lie  it  enacted^  &c.  That  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorized  and  requir- 
ed to  take  possession  of,  and  occupy  the  territories 
of  East  and  West  Florida,  and  the  appendages  and 
appurtenances  thereof;  and  he  is  hereby  authorizetl, 
for  that  purpose,  to  employ  any  part  of  the  army 
and  navy  of  the  United  States,  and  the  militia  of 
any  state,  which  he  may  deem,  necessary. 

Sec.  2.  JInd  be  it  enacted^  That  until  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  congress,  unless  provision  for 
the  temporary  government  of  the  said  territories 
be  sooner  made  by  congress,  all  the  military,  civil 
and  judicial  powers  exercised  by  the  officers  oftiie 
existing  government  pf  the  same  territorie?,  shall 
be  vested  in  suph  person  and  persons,  and  slial]  be 
exercised  in  such  manner,  as  the  president  of  the 
United  States  shall  direct,  for  maintaining  the  inha- 
bitants in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  libemy,  p-ro- 
l^erty,  and  religion;  and  the  laws  of  the  ITnited 
States  relative  to  the  collection  of  the  revemi-e,  and 
the  importation  of  persons  of  color,  shall  be  extend- 
ed to  the  said  territories;  and  the  president  of  the 
United  States  shall  be,  and  lie  i.s  hereby  authorized,. 
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within  the  term  aforesaid,  to  establish  such  disti'icts 
for  collection  of  the  revenue,  and  during  the  recess 
of  congress,  to  appoint  such  officers,  whose  com- 
missions shall  expire  at  the  end  of  the  next  session 
of  congress,  to  enforce  the  said  laws,  as  to  him  shall 
seem  e;xpedient. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  enactedy  That  the  sum  of  — — 
dollars  is  hereby  appropriated,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  this  act  into  effect,  to  be  paid  out  of  any 
money  in  the  treasury  not  otherwise  appropriated, 
and  to  be  applied  under  the  direction  of^he  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States. 

1’he  bill  was  twice  read,  and  referred  to  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the  union, 

Mr.  Strong  ofVt.  submiited  for  consideration  the 
following  resolution: 

Resolvedy  Thst  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  this  house  such  informa- 
tion as  he  may  think  proper, relating  to  the  progress, 
proceedings,  and  final  accomplishment  of  the  com- 
missioners, appointed  agreeably  to  the  4th,  5th,  6th, 
7th,  and  8th  articles  of  the  treaty  of  Ghent,  in  ascer- 
taining and  settling  the  boundary  line  between  the 
United  States  and  Great  Britain,  in  conformity  to  the 
second  article  of  the  treaty  of  1783?  and  whether 
it  is  ascertained,  that  tlie  fortification  at  Rouse’s 
Point  (so  called)  on  lake  Champlain,  near  the  45th 
degree  of  north  latitude,  is  within  the  boundary  li- 
mits of  the  government  of  the  Ur-ited  States,  or  of 
Great  Britain;  and  what  has  been  the  amount  of  the 
expenditure  in  erecting  said  fortification;  and  also  to 
give  such  further  information  as  he  may  think  pro- 
per as  to  the  whole  amount  of  the  expenditure  al- 
ready accrued  to  the  United  States  in  carrying  in 
to  effect  said  treaties,  subsequent  to  the  appoint- 
ment of  said  commissioners,  including  their  annual 
salaries  and  perquisites. 

And  the  resolve  was  ordered  to  He  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Pindall  moved  again,  (having  on  several  pre- 
vious days  made  the  same  motion  unsuccessfully) 
that  the  house  do  now  proceed  to  consider  the  re- 
solution submitted  by  him  on  the  18th  ult.  propos- 
ing an  amendment  to  the  rules  of  the  house  in  re- 
lation to  the  duties  of  stenographers,  admitted  with 
in  the  house;  and  the  motion  was  negatived. 

The  resolution  lying  on  the  table  to  authorize, 
the  publication  of  part  of  tlie  secret  journal  of  con- 
gress, under  the  articles  of  confederation,  and  the 
amendments  reported  thereto  by  the  select  com- 
mittee, being  read,  were  concurred  in  by  the  house, 
and  the  resolution,  as  amended,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  anji  read  a third  time. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States: 

To  the  speaker  o f the  house  of  representatives . 

I transmit  to  the  house  of  representatives,  in  pur- 
suance of  their  resolution  of  the  22d  of  last  month, 
a report  from  the  secretary  of  state,  with  the  papers 
containing  the  information  requested  by  that  reso- 
lution. JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  8th  March,  1820. 

To  the  president  of  the  United  States. 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  has  been  referred 
the  resolution  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  22d  ultimo,  requesting  the  president  to  impart 
to  that  house, any  communications  touching  the  Flo- 
rida treaty,  which  have  not  heretofore  been  com- 
municated, and  the  communications  of  which,  in  his 
opinion,  may  not  be  prejudicial  to  the  interest  of 
the  United  States,  has  the  honor  of  submitting  to 
the  president  the  papers  containing  the  informa- 
tion in  possession  of  this  department  requested  by 
the  resolution,  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Department  of  state,  7 th  March,  1820. 


[Tlie  documents  accompanying  this  report  were- 
ordered  to  be  printed.] 

The  house  agalh  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  bill  appropriating  monies  for 
the  support  of  the  military  establishment  for  the 
year  1820. 

The  whole  of  the  remainder  of  the  day  was  occu- 
pied on  this  bill,  and  principally  on  the  subject  of 
the  appropriation  for  fortifications. 

The  debate  resulted  in  fixing  on  800,000  dol-^ 
lars  as  the  amount  of  appropriation  for  fortifications., 
for  the  present  year  being  the  sum  recommended 
by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means. 

Before  finishing  the  consideration  of  this  bill,  the 
committee  rose  (at  4 o’clock)  and  the  house  ad- 
journed. 

[ rhe  debate  on  the  item  for  fortifications  v/as 
animated  and  interesting.  It  chiefly  turned  on  the 
right  and  expediency  in  the  executive  to  make  con- 
tracts anterior  to  appropriations,  which  was  fully 
discussed.  Mr.  Clay  said,  that  the  head  of  every 
department  agreed  that  retrenchment  was  neces- 
sary, but  that  each  would  object  to  it  in  his  parti- 
cular department.  The  duty  was  therefore  impos- 
ed on  congress,  &c.  He  was  in  favor  of  only 
500,000  for  fortifications — but  the  amount  was  put 
at  800,000  as  originally  recommende  d,  73. to  61.] 

The  appropriation  for  completing  the  arsenal  at 
Augusta,  in  Georgia,  was  striken  out. 

Mr.  Clay,  in  offering  the  following  amendment, 
briefly  adverted  to  its  importance  and  interesting 
nature.  There  was,  he  said,  11  states,  (counting 
Missouri  and  -^rkansaw,)  more  or  less  interested  in 
it.  Many  steam  boats  were  employed  in  this  navi- 
gation, and  many  more  would  be:  and  he  did  verily 
believe,  that,  by  an  expenditure  of  a hundred  or  a 
hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dollars,  and  an  annual 
expenditure  thereafter  of  10  or  15  thousand  dollars,, 
the  navigation  could  be  made  perfectly  safe.  He 
hoped  as  this  appropriation  was  analogous  to  one  or 
more  contained  in  the  bill,  there  would  be  no  ob- 
jection  to  it. 

“For  making  a survey,  maps  and  charts  of  the 
Ohio  and  Mia,sissippi  rivers,  from  the  Rapids  of  the 
Ohio  at  Louisville,  to  the  Balize,  for  the  purpose  of 
facilitating  and  ascertaining  the  most  practicable 
mode  of  improving  the  navigation  of  those  rivers, 
five  thousand  dollars.” 

Friday,  March  10.  On  motion  Of  Mr.  Cannon,  it 
was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  the  whole  house 
who  have  under  consideration  the  bill  making  ap- 
propriations for  the  military  establishment  for  the 
year  1820,  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  abolishing  the  military  academy  at  West 
Point,  in  the  state  of  New  York;  also  of  repealing 
all  laws  in  relation  to  said  academy,  from  and  after 
the  first  day  of  May  next,  and  exposing  to  sale  to 
the  highest  bidder,  all  the  property  of  the  United 
States,  in  and  about  the  same,  in  such  manner  as 
may  be  directed  by  the  president  of  the  U.States. 

The  bill  from  the  senate,  for  changing  the  mode 
of  disposing  of  the  public  lands  from  credit  to  cash, 
and  the  bill,  also  from  the  senate,  for  extending  the 
time  for  payment  for  the  public  lands,  &c.  were 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  the  committee  on  pub- 
lic lands. 

The  engrossed  resolution  directing  thepublica- 
tion  of  the  secret  journal  of  the  old  congress,  from 
the  treaty  of  1783,  to  the  commencement  of  the 
government,  was  read  a third  time,  and  passed. 

The  house  having  again  resolved  itself  into  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  Mr,  Beecher,  in  the  cbaiiv 
on  the  annual  military  appropriation  bill — 
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Mr.  Cocke  enquired,  from  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  of  v^aysand  means,  what  portion  of  the 
appropriations  contained  in  this  bill,  related  to  the 
expenses  of  the  expedition  up  the  Missouri  river— 
his  object  being  to  strike  out  that  part  of  the  ap- 
propriation. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  answered,  that  he  could 
not  say  more  on  this  subject  than  was  disclosed  by 
the  report  on  this  subject  from  the  war  department, 
in  pursuance  of  the  requisition  of  this  house,  and 
which  was  in  the  possession  of  the  house. 

After  some  conversation,  it  appeared  to  be  set- 
tled that  the  proper  time  for  Mr.  Cocke's  motion 
would  be  when  the  question  came  before  the  house 
for  concurrence  in  the  appropriations  agreed  to  by 
this  committee. 

And,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Cloy,  this  bill  having 
been  gone  through,  it  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the 
table. 

^ The  house  then  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  proposition  of  Mr.  Cannon,  directing  the 
committee  of  the  whole  to  enquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  abolishing  the  military  academy. 

Whereupon  a debate  of  three  hours  arose. 

Mr.  Clay  submitted  a resolution,  “that  it  is  inex- 
pedient at  this  time  to  abolish  the  military  academy 
at  West  Point. 

Those  who  supported  the  affirnmtive  and  ne- 
gative sides  of  this  proposition,  in  debate,  were  as 
follows: 

JJirmative.—^fesirs.  Clay,  Wood,  Campbell, 
Foot,  Tomlinson,  Fuller,  Smith,  of  Md.  Smyth,  of 
Va.  Bloomfield,  Brown,  and  Case. 

J^Tegative. — Messrs.  Livermore,  Ross,  Stevens, 
Walker,  Smith,  of  N.  C.  and  Cannon. 

Among  the  supporters  of  the  academy,  Mr. 
Campbell,  and  perhaps  others,  were  of  opinion  the 
number  of  students  might  be  reduced  one  half, 
and  of  course,  the  expenditure  proportionably. 

Amotion  was  made  to  strike  out  the  sylla  uem 
from  Mr.  Clay’s  motion,  so  as  to  make  it  read  expe- 
dient instead  of  inexpedient.  I'his  motion  was  ne- 
gatived, after  a division,  in  which  it  was  supported 
by  41  votes. 

And  Mr.  Clay’s  motion  prevailed  by  a like  majo- 
rity. 

The  committee  then  rose  and  reported  their 
agreement  to  this  resolution;  and  also  reported, 
with  amendments,  the  military  appropriation  bill. 
And  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  March  11.  The  message  received 
yesterday  from  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
was  read,  transmitting  to  congress  a report  from 
the  director  of  the  mint,  of  the  operations  of  that 
institution  during  the  last  year. 

Among  the  petitions  to-day,  was  one  from  the 
chamber  of  commerce,  in  the  city  of  Pluladel- 
phia,  praying  that  the  system  established  by  law 
of  allowing  a credit  for  the  duties  on  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandize  imported  into  the  United  States, 
may  not  be  changed  to  a cash  payment  of  said 
duties;  which  was  referred,  and  ordered  to  be 
printed. 

The  house  proceeded  to  cx)n.sider  the  report  of 
the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  bill  making  ap 
propriations  for  the  support  of  the  military  estab- 
lishment for  the  year  1820. 

On  the  question  to  concur  in  filling  the  blank  for 
medical,  hospital,  and  quarter  master’s  stores,  with 
500,000  dollars,  a debate  was  commenced  by  Mr 
Cocke,  of  Tennessee,  opposition  being  made  to  it 
by  him,  on  the  ground  of  hostility  to  the  Missouri 
expedition. 

The  fuvther  prosecution  of  the  expedition  was 


supported  by  Messrs.  Simkins,  Strother,  Smith  of 
Md.  Cook,  Quarles,  Smyth,  of . Va.  Rhea  and  Ser- 
geant, and  opposed  by  Messrs.  Cocke,  Storrs,  Hai*- 
din,  Ross  and  Foot — 

The  question  being  taken  on  agreeing  to  the  pro- 
posed sum  of  ^500,000  for  this  item  of  expenditure, 
was  decided  thus: 

For  this  amount  70 

Against  it  . 7S 

So  the  house  refused  to  concur  with  the  com- 
mittee of  the  wholein  fillingthe  blankvvith  thissum. 
And  without  proceeding  further  in  the  bill,  the 
house  adjourned,  at  near  4 o’clock. 

[Speaking  of  this  debate,  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer observes — “no  exception  was  taken  to  the 
?notives  of  the  expedition,  but  the  practicability  of 
accomplishing  its  objects  was  questioned,  and  their 
importance  if  accomplished  to  the  full,  was  alleged 
to  have  been  over-rated.  The  idea  generally  held 
forth  by  those  who  opposed  the  appropriation,  was 
that  the  expedition  should  be  recalled  to  the  Coun- 
cil Bluffs,  and  that,  for  the  present,  that  post  should 
be  the  extreme  military  station  in  that  direction. 
Those  who  vindicated  the  expedition,  placed  them- 
selves on.  the  ground  occupied  by  the  official  re- 
port from  the  department  on  the  subject. 

The  division  of  opinion  on  the  subject  did  not 
appear  to  us  to  be  marked  by  any  party  or  sec- 
tional line,  east,  west,  north  and  south,  republicans 
and  federalists,  dividing  upon  it  into  nearly  equal 
parts.”] 

Monday,  March  13.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Pindalt, 
the  house  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
motion  submitted  by  him  some  weeks  ago,  for 
amending  the  rules  of  the  house,  so  as  to  oblige 
the  stenographers  admitted  within  the  walls  to  be 
under  oath,  &c. 

[After  debate,  negatived — see  last  vol.  398.  So  ste- 
nographers may  publish  as  they  oftentimes  do, 
things  as  speeches  delivered  in  the  house,  which 
never  were  delivered!  But  the  plan  proposed 
by  Mr.  Pindall,  was  not  practicable  iji  all  its  parts.] 
The  house  then  again  proceeded  to  the  consi- 
deration of  the  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  military  establishment  for  1820. 

And  the  question  beingtaken  on  fillingthe  blank 
for  the  amount  of  appropriation  for  the  quartermas- 
ter’s department — the  house  having  on  Saturday 
refused  to  fill  it  with  500,000  dollars — 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  fill  the  blank  with  400,000 
dollars™ Mr.  Trimble  with  §480,000.  Mr.  Holmes 
witf  495,000  after  much  debate,  Mr.  Cobb,  moved 
for  450,000  which  was  agreed  to,  by  a large  ma- 
jority. 

[It  appears  to  be  determined  by  the  house  that 
the  expedition  shall  not  proceed  further  than  the 
Council  Bluffs,  which  is  about  450  miles  above  the 
mouth  of  the  Missouri,  and  nearly  200  miles  beyond 
the  most  remote  of  our  settlements,  b he  Mandan 
villag  es  are  between  five  and  six  hundred  miles  (by 
land':  above  the  Council  Bluffs,  and  the  mouth  of 
the  Yellow  Stone  river  300  miles  further.] 

Tuesday,  March.  14. — Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.  present- 
ed a petition  of  sundry  merchants  and  underwriters 
in  the  dty  of  Baltimore,  in  the  state  of  Maryland, 
praying  to  be  indemnifiecl  for  spoliations  committed 
on  their  property  on  the  high  seas  by  French  cmi- 
ze.rs,  between  the  years  1793  and  1798,  under  the 
authority  of  illegal  orders  and  decrees,  issued  by 
the  government  of  France;  them  claims  upon  which 
for  redress  were  relinquished  by  the  government  of 
the  United  Staffs,  in  the  convention  of  the  30th  of 
Sept.  1800:  and  the  petition  wa«  ordered  to  lie  on 
'the  table. 
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Mr.  Smyth,  from  the  military  committee,  reported 
a bill  for  the  regulation  of  the  military  academy — 
twice  read  and  committed. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Cobb,  it  was 
Resolved,  I'hatthe  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  communicate  to  this  house  any  in- 
formation which  may  have  been  received  by  the 
department  of  state,  or  other  executive  department, 
of  the  amount  of  claims  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  for  Spanish  spoliations  upon  their  property 
and  commerce,  or  those  for  which  the  Spanish  g’o- 
vernment  is  held  responsible. 

Mr.  Bloonijield  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  brigadier-gen.  Boyd,  of  the  army 
of  the  United  States  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, be  admitted  within  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. 

The  said  resolution  beingread,  '\\v.  Floyd  moved 
to  lay  the  same  on  the  table;  which  motion  was  ne- 
gatived, and 

The  resolve  was  agreed  to. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the  mili- 
tary establishment  for  the  year  1820. 

The  item  o\  fortifications  next  presenting  itself  for 
consideration — and  the  question  being  on  concur- 
ing  with  the  committee  of  the  whole  in  filling  the 
blank  for  the  amount  with  the  sum  of  eight  hundred 
thousand  do  lars  • 

Mr.  Butler,  of  N.  H.  and  Mr.  Cocke,  opposed  the 
filling  the  blank  with  the  amount,  and  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Md.  defended  it. 

The  question  was  decided  affirmatively,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  103  votes  to  51. 

The  next  question  was  on  concurring  in  the  ap- 
propriation for  contingent  expenses,  books,  maps, 
&.C.  for  the  military  academy. 

To  try  the  sense  of  the  house  on  the  question  of 
appropriating  any  thing  for  that  institution,the  ques- 
tion war;  taken  by  yeas  and  nays,  and  was  decided  in 
favor  of  the  appropriation  by  111  votes  to  42. 

On  the  question  to  concur  with  the  cc  nmittee 
of  the  whole  in  striking  out  the  clause  making  an 
: ppropriation  for  the  completion  of  the  arsenal  bt 
Augsista,  in  Georgia — 

Some  debate  took  place  between  Messrs.  Cobb, 
Smith,  of  Md.  Reid,  and  Cuthbert,  on  the  subject. 
When,  on  the  question  being  taken,  the  house  refus-  j 
. cd  to  strike  out  t at  clause;  and  a P ed  to  fill  the 
blank  with  the  sum  of  27,000  dollars,  viz.  25,000 
for  comjdeting  the  arsenal,  and  2,000  dollars  for 
draining  the  marsh  near  it. 

'rhe  next  item  wliich  excited  attention  was  that 
which  embraces  an  appropriation  of  ^2,776,000  for 
the  payment  of  the  military  and  revolutionary  pen- 
sioners. Hereupon  arose  a debate;  it  began  by 
iMr.  Barbour'’ s objecting  to  the  amount  of  this  appro- 
priation, because  of  his  intention  to  propose  cer- 
tain restrictive  provisions  on  the  subject,  as,  if  a- 
dopted,  would  reduce  the  number  of  revolutionary 
pensioners.  I'lie  debate  was  kept  up  with  some 
animation  until  near  4 o’clock;  when  the  bouse  de- 
cided, by  yeas  and  nays,  to  agree-  to  the  above  a- 
mount  of  appropriation,  being  necessary  to  the  pay- 
ment of  the  pensions  actually  granted. 

h’b.e  bill  was  then  at  length  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading;  and 
Tlie  house  adjourned. 

f rj’On  the  question  to  appropriate  495,000  dollars 
-otbe  (juarter  master’s  department,  to  continue  the 


expedition  up  the  Missouri — the  yeas  and  nays 
were  as  follows:  , 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbot,  Alteu,  of  N.  Y.  Allen, of  Tenn.  Baldwin, 
Beecher,  Bloouifuld,  Boden.  Brush,  Case.  Clark,  Cook,  Crowell, 
Cushman,  Cuthbert,  Darlinipjton,  Denuisun,  Dewitt,  Dickinson-, 
Dowse,  Earle,  Eddy,  Ervin,  Fisher,  Ford,  Fullerton,  Gross  .N,  Y, 
Gross,  of  Penn.  Guyon,  Hall,  ufN.  Y.  Hazard,  Hendricks,  Hibs- 
ban  Hill,  HolmVs/Hostetter,  Jones,  Tenn.  Kinsey;  Little,  Lyman, 
Maclay,  M‘Lane,  Del.  M’Lean,of  K*-!!.  Mason,  Meeeh,  Meigs,  Met- 
calf, S.  Moore,  Newtoii,  Parker,  of  Mass.  Parker,  of  Va.  Patterson, 
Philson,  Pinckney.  Pitcher,  Rankin,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rogers,  Sampson, 
Sergeant,  Silsbee,  Sinikins,  Sloai),  Smith,of  N.  J~.  Smith,  of  Md.  B» 
Smith,  of  Va.  A.  Smyth,  of  Va.  Street,  Strong,  N.  Y.  Strother,  Sw'e«- 
ringen,  Tompkins,  Trimble,  Wallace,  Wenuover,  Williams,  yf  Va. 
Wood.— 77. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Mien,  of  Mass.  Archer,  ofVa. 
Baker,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bayly,  Brown,  Bryan,  Buffum,  Burwelt, 
Butler,of  N.  H.  Butler,  of  Lou.  Camphcll,  Cannon,  Clagett,  Cobh, 
Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford.  Culpepper,  Davidsor>,  Edwards,  of  Con. 
Edwards,  Penn.  Edwards,  N.  C.  Fay,  Floyd,  Folg-  r,  Foot,  Forres^, 
Hall,  of  Del.  Hemphill,  Herrick,  Hiester,  Hooks,  -ohnson,  Kendall, 
Kent,  Lathrop,  Lincoln,  Linn,  Livermore,  M'Coy.  M’Civary,  Mal- 
lary, Marchand,  R.  Moore,  Monell,  Morton,  Murray,  Neale,  N-lson, 
Mass.  Nelson,  of  Va.  Overstreet,  Phelps,  Pindall,  Plumer,  Quarles, 
Reed,  Richards,  Riclimond,  Robeitsoii.  Ross,  Russ,  Settle,  Shaw, 
Slocumb,  S.mitkN-  C.  Southard,  Stevens,  Storrs,  Strong,  Vt.  Tarr. 
Taylor,  Terrill,  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Tucker, of  Va.  Tucker,  of  S.  C. 
Upham,  Walker,  N.  C.  Warfield,  Williams,  N.  C.-84. 

[ I’he  sum  agreed  upon  was  4-50,000  dollars.] 
hVednesday,  March  15.  The  speaker  laid  before 
the  house  a letter  Torn  the  war  department,  trans- 
mitting statements  of  the  sums  which  have  been 
actually  paid  since  the  peace  establishment,  to  the 
general  officers  and  their  staff,  specifying  parti- 
cularly on  what  account,^  to  whom,  and  when  paid 
— rendered  in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  this 
house. 

The  engrossed  bill  making  appropriations  for  the 
support  of  the  military  establishmeht  during  the 
year  1820,  was  read  a third  time,  passed,  and  sent 
to  the  senate. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  in  committee 
of  the  whole  on  the  appropriation  bill  for  the  pay- 
ment of  the  civil  list. 

Considerable  discussion  took  place  in  some  of 
the  items  of  the  bill;  particularly  on  that  appro- 
priating the  salary  of  a thousand  dollars  to  the 
reporter  of  the  decisions  of  the  supreme  court. 
A motion  to  strike  out  that  clause  failed  by  a large 
majority. 

The  committee  had  not  gone  through  the  bill 
at  half-past  three  o’clock:  wlien  the  committee 
rose,  reported  progress,  and  obtained  leave  to  sit 
again.  And  the  house  adjourned. 

THUnSOAv’s  PROCEEDINGS. 

The  senate  was  chiefly  occupied  this  day  on  the 
bankrupt  bill.  A motion  to  postpone  it  ind.finitely 
was  rejected  by  yeas  and  nays--yeas  14.  nays  25. 

The  house  of  representatives.  This  day  was  nearly 
occupied  in  a debate  on  the  civil  appropriat  on  bill; 
and  chiefly  on  the  clause  which  proposes  an  appro- 
priation of  one  liundred  thousand  dollars  “for  com- 
pleting the  contracts  for  constructing  the  road 
from  Washington,  Penn.sylvania  to  VV’heeling,  made 
during’ the  year  1817.” 

The  house  rose  without  deciding  on  the  subject. 
The  power  of  congress  on  this  matter  was  discuss- 
ed at  large. 

The  mailfivoxu  New  York  proceeding  eastwardly, 
w’as  robbed  near  New  Haven,  on  the  evening  of  the 
9tli  inst.  and  completely  earried  otf.  Though  the 
nig'ht  was  exceedingly  dark  and  stormy,  the  people 
turned  out,  and  discovered  the  bags  with  many  let- 
ters broken  open  lying  near  them.  The  amount 
of  loss  is  not  ascertained.  'Xj^Tlie  robber  has  becR 
caught,  and  all  his  plunder  recovered. 

* An  interesting  “Chronicle”  is  shoved  out. 
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Assisted  by  a supplement  to  the  present  number, 
we  are  enabled  to  conclude  the  long  report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  currency,  &c.  to- 
gether with  the  tabular  statements  thereunto  at- 
tached, and  also  to  give  a great  variety  of  other  in- 
teresting matter,  including  a quantity  of  late  fo- 
reign news. 

Other  voluminous  documents  must  be  deferred 
until  after  the  rising  of  congress:  by  giving  up  so 
much  room  to  them,  we  are  often  compelled  to  ne- 
glect things  needful  to  the  current  history  of  things, 
as  well  as  deny  that  variety  to  our  work  on  Which 
we  must  depend  to  have  it  generally  read.  We  re- 
gularly receive  every  useful  paper  laid  upon  the  ta- 
bles of  the  members,  in  either  house — and  shall  take 
care  that  nothing  is  lost  to  our  readers  which  we 
suppose  it  may  be  pleasing  to  them  to  see  Regis- 
tered. Among  those  on  hand,  is  the  memorial  of 
gen.  Jackso7i  to  the  senate,  which,  with  its  accom- 
panying documents,  makes  a heavy  pamphlet  of  61 
pages. 

An  original  article  signed  “one  of  the  people,” 
was,  for  mechanical  convenience,  located  at  the  end 
of  the  supplement.  It  often  requires  a good  deal 
of  contrivance  to  make  tabular  statements  conform 
to  the  size  and  succession  of  our  pages. 

The  editor  of  the  Register  has  much  cause  to 
be  grateful  for  a constantly  increasing  list  of  sub- 
scribers.  For  several  months,  they  have  averaged 
not  much  less  than  three  per  day.  But  the  com- 
mon want  of  business  to  give  circulation  to  money, 
has  almost  stopped  the  usual  sales  of  complete  sets 
of  the  work  for  the  present,  and  prevented  nearly' 
one  half,  perhaps,  .fthe  customary  receipts  on  ac- 
count of  former  subscribers.  It  would  not  be  right- 
ful, either  to  the  editor  or  his  readers,  in  these 
pinching  times,  rigidly'"  to  enforce  the  rule  of  pay- 
ment in  advance;  but  as  he  is  sincerely  in  want,  he 
respectfully  requests  that  every  gentleman  indebt- 
ed to  him,  vvill  forthwith  endeavor  to  square  up  his 
account,  which  has  been,  in  most  cases,  either  fur- 
nished to  individuals,  or  deposited  with  an  agent  in 
the  vicinity,  and  there  are  very  few  instances  in 
which  the  amount  due  cannot  be  easily  ascertained. 
The  bills  of  any  specie  paying  bank  will  be  received 
for  the  Register. 

JVTelmicholy  occiirrence.  A duel  was  fought  on 
Wednesday  morning  last,  near  Bladensburg,  be- 
tween the  victor  of  the  Macedonian,  com.  Decatur, 
and  com.  Barron,  who  commanded  the  Chesapeake 
frigate,  when  she  was  overhauled  by  the  British 
ship  Leopard.  ! hey  fought  at  8 paces,  with  pis- 
tols - at  the  first  fire,  both  were  wounded — com. 
Decatur  through  the  abdomen,  of  which  he  died  at 
half  past  10  o’clock,  in  the  evening;  and  com.  Bar- 
ron severely'  on  the  right  hip,  the  ball  glancing 
from  the  bone,  which  probably,  also,  saved  his  life: 
though  it  is  said  he  is  dangerously  injured.  Com. 
Bainbridge  was  the  second  of  Decatur,  and  capt. 
Elliot,  of  the  navy,  of  Barron — both  of  whom,  it  is 
stated,  soon  left  the  ground.  Com.  was  car- 

ried to  his  own  house  in  Washington  city,  to  the 
arms  of  his  distracted  wife,  in  the  arms  of  com.  Rod- 
gers, where  he  expired;  his  case  being  attended 
from  the  first  with  vomi'ttingof  blood,  hiccup,  &c. 
The  difference  is  supposed  to  have  had  its  origin  in 
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an  old  quarrel — probably  as  old  as  the  “affair  of  the 
Chesapeake.” 

j^j’Com.  Barron,  it  will  be  recollected,  was  sus- 
pended for  five  years,  for  alleged  misconduct  in 
the  Chesapeake  frigate  in  1807,  when  sue  was  at- 
tacked by  the  British  ship  Leopard — a particular 
account  of  which  and  of  the  proceedings  thereon, 
may  be  seen  by  referring  to  the  first  vol.  of  the  Re- 
gister, page  49.  ' he  navy  list  runs  thus — Cap- 

tains Murray',  Rodgers,  Barron,  Bainbndge,  Camp- 
bell, Decatur,  &c.  With  the  expiration  of  his  sus- 
pension, com.  Barron  resumed  his  rank,  andtlunigli 
we  believe  he  never  has  been  on  duty  since  the  Che- 
sapeake affair,  it  is  said  that  he  recently  claimed  the 
command  of  the  Columbus  74,  as  the  senior  of  com. 
Bainbridge,  which  claim  was  resisted  by  all  the  na- 
vy board,  and  especially  by  Decatur — who  had  .suc- 
ceeded Barron  in  the  command  of  the  Chesapeake^ 
on  her  return  to  port  after  being  attacked  by  the 
Leopard.  Former  heart-burnings  were  revived-— 
and  the  rencontre  took  place  which  the  nation  will 
long  deplore. 

The  excitement  at  Washington  City',  when  De- 
catur’s case  was  known,  was  without  parallel.  A 
“drawing  room,”  as  it  is  called,  was  to  have  been 
held  that  evening  at  the  president’s  house,  whicli 
was  postponed — and  the  resid  nee  of  the  commo- 
dore was  surrounded  by  an  anxious  multitude  until 
his  decease  was  announced.  He  suffered  much. 

The  Cumberland  road.  Some  interesting  facts 
respecting  this  great  national  work,  will  be  found 
among  the  proceedings  of  congress.  We  are  truly 
surprised  at  the  project  of  exacting  a toll  upon  it, 
with  the  establishment  of  a regiment  of  gate-keep- 
ers, in  the  service  of  the  United  States.  We  cannot 
believe  that  this  noble  work,  designed  for  the  inte- 
resting purpose  of  drawing  the  western  ztsdes  nearer 
to  those  on  the  sea-board,  will  be  disgraced  by  two- 
penny collections  of  toll,  at  every  ten  miles  of  the 
road.  Provision  ought  to  be  made  to  keep  it  in  re- 
pair; and  perhaps,  as,  for  the  patriotic  purpose  just 
stated,  the  general  government  has  made  the  im- 
provement, those  who  are  immediately  benefitu  d 
by  it  ought  to  contribute  enough  to  keep  it  in  order 
— but  no  more;  and  that  also  in  the  least  trouble- 
some or  oppressive  manner:  not  by  ten-mile-loll- 
gates,  the  keepers  of  which  would  eat  up  the  great- 
er part  of  their  receipts,  and  leave  little,  if  any 
thing,  for  repairs.  If  national  works  are  to  be  ma- 
naged on  the  principle  now  proposed  to  be  applied 
to  the  Cumberland  road,  we  do  not  wish  to  hear  of 
any  more  of  them.  But  there  are  many  specialities 
beiongingto  this  improvement,  which  we  have  nei- 
ther time  nor  room  to  notice  just  now. 

.Vew  and  interesting  -work.  In  the  3rd  page  of  the 
present  volume,  we  inserted  the  eighth  chapter  of  a 
work  then  in  the  press,  entitled  Rapid  Sketch,’* 
&c.  It  is  since  published  with  the  following  title 
— ^*The  J\'eto  Olive  Branch,  or  an  attempt  to  establish 
* cm  identity  of  interest  behveen  ag  icullnre,  mmmfac- 
atures  and  commerce — and  to  prove,  that  alarge  por^ 
“ tion  of  the  manufacturing  industry  of  this  iiation  has 
“ been  sacrificed  to  commerce;  and  that  commerce  ha; 
“ suffered  by  this  policy  nearly  as  much  as  the  vninrg 
^\fucttires.”  By  M.  Carey,. 
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We  sincerely  recommend  this  new  product  of 
Mr.  Carey’s  indefatig'able  pen,  to  the  attentive  pe- 
rusal of  every  political  economist  or  seeker  after 
truth.  His  propositions  are  explained  with  Uncom- 
mon precision  and  streng'tii,  and  supported  by  a 
continual  reference  to  official  documents.  It  is, 
certainly,  the  hnaster-work  of  its  sort  that  we  have 
seen;  and,  on  account  of  its  statistical  facts  alone,  is 
worth  more  than  the  money  charged  for  it.  Mr. 
Carey  does  not  write  either  for  profit  or  for  fame, 
though  we  think  he  is  well  entitled  to  receive  both: 
—his  great  purpose  is  to  cause  labor  to  be  respect- 
ed, and  to  bring  about  a system  of  policy  which 
shall  give  to  the  laboring  capacity  of  the  nation  a 
reasonable  state  of  perfection,  as  the  only  means 
by  which  cur  country  can  be  relieved  of  its  embar- 
rassments. The  person  who  buys  more  than  he 
sells,  must  be  beg-gared. 


European  Prospects. 

Since  our  last,  we  have  again  received  late  and 
important  news  from  Europe,  Our  finst  attention 
is  naturally  directed  to  the  progress  of  the  revolt 
or  revolution  in  Spain;  buttlie  intelligence  is  vague 
and  uncertain,  except  that  Cadiz  yet  remained  in 
the  hands  of  the  royal  authorities  as  late  as  the  1st 
of  Febiirary* — but  the  substance  of  what  has  reached 
us  is  given  under  the  proper  head,  page  64.  It 
does  not  appear  that  the  insurgents,  or  patriots^ 
have  carried  on  their  work  with  the  necessary  ener- 
gy and  decision — but  the  leaders  had  much  to  do  to 
organize  the  army  to  the  new  state  of  things,  and 
no  doubt,  many  difficulties  to  encounter:  on  the 
other  side,  the  measures  adopted  by  the  court  to 
suppress  the  insurrection,  seem  to  pdrtake  of  its 
usual  imbecility  and  laziness.  The  next  arrival  will 
probably  give  us  something  df  a decisive  charac- 
ter. We  hope  for  the  best,  and  trust  that,  as  be- 
fore observed,  a great  act  of  justice  is  about  to  be 
performed  on  Ferdinand  the  ungrateful,  and  his  in- 
famous councillors  and  priests.  It  is  not  likely  that 
he  will  obtain  any  foreign  aid  against  his  revolted 
subjects.  lie  is  despised  by  all  the  world — there 
cannot  be  any  feeling  for  him,  except  that  which 
arises  from  the  comimn  interest  of  kings;  and  those 
of  France  and  Great  Britain,  who  act  by  constitu- 
tions, or  at  least  affect  so  to  do,  will  hardU  put 
forth  their  hand  to  sustain  a tyrant  who  has  tramp- 
led all  law  under  his  feet.  Indeed,  we  should 
suppose  that  th.e  state  of  France  is  such  that  the 
king’s  ministers  will  not  dare  to  move  one  step  for 
the  relief  of  Ferdinand: — it  is  evident  from  many 
circumstances  and  the  repeated  declarations  of  the 
king  himself,  that  there  is  a vast  force  in  that  conn 
tn'  dis])osed  to  what  he  calls  “anarchy” — many 
royal  measures  are  contested  in  the  chamber  of 
deputies  with  a freedom  and  zeal  which  shews  that 
the  opposition  is  strongly  supported  by  the  people. 
It  is  ju’obahle  also,  that  the  veterans  in  the  French 
army  would  hardly  march  into  Spain,  to  support 
the  king.  They  would  recollect  the  havoc  of  for- 
mer camp.aigns,  and  reason  on  the  expediency  of 
hazarding  theirlives  in  a cause  in  which  itisimpos- 
sib1e  *liat  they  should  have  an  interest.  The  cir- 
cumstances too,  of  the  late  horrible  assassination  of 
Hie  duke  of  Rerri,  will  have  a poweiH’ul  tendency  to 
ke  'p  Louis  quiet — he  is  a feeble  man  at  best,  and 
by  no  means  fitted  for  the  times  in  which  he  lives — ! 

*P,  S.  We  learn  from  Anvers,  “direct  from 
Spain”  under  date  of  the  16th  Feb.  that  ‘positive 
,:ews”  had  been  received  there  of  the  occupancy  of 
Cadiz  by  the  insurgents. 


to  grasp  the  sceptre  lately  wielded  by  the  firm  hand 
of  jVapu/eon.\  As  we  believe  that  France  cannot,  so 
we  also  think  that  Great  Britain  will  not,  interfere 
in  the  quarrel  in  Spam.  There  is  nothing  to  gain  by 
supporting  Ferdinand,  but  much  to  hope  for  from  a 
revolution.  It  will  make  a considerable  demand  for  ar- 
ticles which  she  can  furnish  from  her  worksbops,and 
augment  or  facilitate  her  commerce  with  the  colo- 
nies of  Spain — perhaps,  open  the  way  to  get  posses- 
sion of  some  of  them,  so  ardently  desired^by  her. 
Besides^  a war  against  the  “Spanish  patriots”  would 
be  the  most  unpopular  act  that  can  be  imagined 
in  England,  where  Ferdinand  is  universally  exe- 
crated for  his  baseness  and  bigotry — the  highest- 
toned  loyal  prints  uniformly  speak  of  him  as  infa- 
mous; indeed,  he  has  shown  as  little  gratitude  to 
Great  Britain  as  to  his  own  subjects,  for  the  exer- 
tions which,  (whatever  were  their  real  purposes,) 
placed  him  on  the  throne.  And  the  state  of  Eng- 
land at  this  time  is  such,  that  it  would  be  highly 
inexpedient  to  excite  the  popular  discontent — the 
late  alarming  disposition  to  riot  has  subsided,  but 
the  materielof  insurrection  is  umliminished;  — a new 
king  too,  has  just  been  proclaimed — the  parliament 
is  dissolved,  and  many  internal  regulations  are  to  be 
made.  It  is  therefore  in  every  respect,  the  interest 
of  England,  as  well  asher  inclination,  to  stand  neu- 
tral, and  suffer  the  Spaniards  “to  manage  their  own 
affairs  in  their  own  way,”  at  least  for  the  present. 
Unless  France  or  Great  Britain  moves  in  this  quar- 
rel, it  cannot  be  expected  that  any  other  of  the  Eu- 
ropean powers  will  interfere.  Russia,  Austria  and 
Prussia  are  too  distant  to  give  immediate  aid  to 
Ferdinand,  if  so  inclined,  and  they  cannot  render  it 
if  they  would,  without  the  aid  of  the  British  fleet  to 
transport  their  troops  by  sea,  or  the  permission  oT 
France  to  march  them  through  that  country  —nei- 
ther of  which  can  be  thought  of,  if  the  latter  powers 
resolve  to  stand  neutral.  Ferdinand,  then,  has  no 
hope  but  in  the  power  of  bis  priests  over  the  multi- 
tude, the  influence  of  his  favorites  and  officers,  and 
in  the  vulgar  prejudice  to  support  him  as  king — 
“the  Lord’s  anointed!”  What  these  will  avail  him 
are  yet  to  be  seen.  It  appears  to  us,  however, 
quite  certain,  on  regarding  the  actual  condition 
of  Spain,  that  if  the  “patriots,”  when  they  first 
come  fairly  into  contact  with  the  royal  army  pre- 
paring to  march  against  them,  have  the  advantage 
— ^that  Ferdinand’s  flight  or  death  must  needs  be 
the  consequence.  The  victory  would  open  the  dun- 
geons and  bring  forth  men  of  high  renown,  once 
the  pride  of  Spain,  to  lead  the  people  on  to  glory, 
and  establish  a government  which  in  time  would 
prepare  them  to  enjoy  a considerable  portion  of  the 
blessings  of  liberty,  civil  and  religious.  With  such 
prospects,  we  cannot  be  indifferent  to  the  result. 

And,  if  the  revolt  in  Spain  ends  in  a revolution 
— that  is,  if  it  succeeds,  and  Ferdinand  is  shaken 
off,  who  can  calculate  its  effects  on  the  rest  of  Eu- 
rope long  likened  to  a volcano  whose  interior  fires 
only  want  an  exciting  cause  to  burst  forth  with  re- 
doubled violence?  The  prospect  is  awful  - happily 
for  tlie  United  States,  we  have  no  “entangling  al- 
liance” to  bring  ns  into  the  conflicts  of  nations.  It 
is  our  true  policy  to  act  justly  to  all  and  between 
all,  and  remain  as  quiet  as  possible,  that  we  may  ga- 
ther strengtli  to  repel  any  assailment,  which  even 

j P.  S.  Later  accounts — see  “Foreign  articles,’^ 
sliew  us  that  France  herself  may  be  on  the  eve  of  a 
revolution.  Such  has  been  the  state  of  the  old 
world  for  several  years,  and  such  is  its  present  con- 
dition, that  we  are  prepared  to  receive  wonderful 
news  from  any  part  gf  it,  at  any  time. 
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the  most  rigid  state  of  neutrality  may  not  exemptj 
us  from.  The  civilized  world  is  in  a singular  state 
— so  unsettled,  that  there  is  no  such  thing  as  telling 
to-day  what  the  morrow  may  bring  forth;  and  the 
opinion  is  generally  entertained,  that  the  ^^age  oJre~ 
k>olutions'^  is  not  over. 


Relations  with  Spaiiii 

We  have  a pamphlet  of  30  heavy  pages,  contain- 
ing the  papers  which  accompanied  the  president’s 
message  to  the  senate  ofthe  8th  inst.  in  relation  to 
bur  affairs  with  Spain,  On  slightly  looking  over 
this  mass  of  tnatteri,  We  cannot  consent  to  promise 
it  a place  in  the  Registek,  for  there  is  not  any  thing 
new  in  the  whole  of  it! — the  old  story,  of  demand- 
ing justice  on  our  part,  and  neglect  or  evasion  on 
the  part  ofthe  Spanish  government.  On  the  18th  of 
October,  Mr,  Forsyth  presented  a strong  note  to 
the  Spanish  minister,  which  the  latter  returned  on 
the  12th  of  November,  as  “repugnant  to  the  delica- 
cy and  attention  wlvich  are  peculiar  to,  and  invari- 
ably observed  in,  all  diplomatic  communications,” 
Authentic  copies  of  the  grants  of  lands  made  to  the 
duke  of  Alagon,  &c.  though  requested  by  Mr.  For 
syth,  were  refused— the  “king’s  word”  as  to  such 
things  being  sufficient.  See,  We  hope  that  Mr. 
Forsyth  has  been  directed  to  leave  Madrid — he  is 
Of  no  manner  of  use  there,  and  we  had  better  save 
the  cost  of  the  embassy. 

The  following  papers,  however,  presented  to  the 
house  of  representatives  on  the  Ibthinsti  by  the 
chairman  of  the  committee  on  foreign  relations,  are 
interesting — 

The  secretary  of  state  to  Mr.  fowndesh 
William  Lowndes,  eSq  chairman 

ofthe  committee  of  foreign  relations: 

Department  of  state^  Washin'gwUy  Dec.  16, 1819. 

Sm — With  reference  to  the  question  proposed 
hy  the  committee,  “whether  the  executive  consi- 
ders the  Florida  treaty  as  a subsisting  one,  Valid 
according  to  national  law,  and  giving  the  same  per- 
fect rights,  and  imposing  the  same  perfect  obliga- 
tions, as  if  it  had  been  ratified,”'  1 have  the  honor  to 
state  that  the  president  Considers  the  treaty  of  the 
22d  of  i^ebriiary  last  as  obligatory  upon  the  hijnor 
and  good  faith  of  Spain,  not  as  a perfect  treaty,  (ra- 
tification being  an  essential  formality  to  that,)  but 
as  a compact  which  Spain  was  bound  to  ratify — as 
an  adjustment  of  the  differences  between  the  two 
nations,  which  the  king  of  Spaing  by  his  full  power 
to  his  minister,  had  solemnly  pfomised  to  approve, 
ratify  and  fulfil.  This  adjustment  is  assumed  as  the 
measure  of  what  the  United  States  had  a right  to 
obtain  from  Spain,  from  the  signature  of  the  treaty. 
The  principle  may  be  illustrated  by  reference  to 
the  rules  of  municipal  laWj  relative  to  transactions 
between  individuals.  The  difference  between  the 
treaty  unratified  and  ratified,  maybe  likened  to  the 
difference  between  a covenant  to  Convey  lands  arid 
the  deed  of  conveyance  itself.  Upon  a breach  of 
the  covenant  to  convey,  courts  of  equity  decree 
that  the  party  who  has  broken  his  covenant  shall 
convey,  and  further,  shall  make  good  to  the  other 
party  all  damages  which  he  has  sustained  by  the 
breach  of  contract. 

As  there  is  no  court  of  chancery  between  nations^ 
their  differences  can  be  settled  only  by  agreement, 
or  by  forces  The  resort  to  force  is  justifiable  only 
when  justise  cannot  be  obtained  by  negociation. 
And  the  resort  to  force  is  limited  to  the  attainment 
of  justice.  The  wrong  received  marks  the  bounda- 
ries of  the  right  to  be  obtained. 

The  king  of  Spain  w’as  bound  to  ratifj5the  treaty; 


bound  by  the  principles  of  the  law  of  nations  ap- 
plicable to  the  case;  and  further  bound  by  the  so-* 
lemn  promise  in  the  full  poWer.  He  refusing  to 
perform  this  promise  and  obligation,  the  United 
States  have  a perfect  right  to  do  what  a court  of 
chancery  Would  do  in  a transaction  of  a similar  cha- 
racter between  individuals;  namely,  to  compel  the 
performance  of  the  engagement  as  far  as  compul- 
sion can  accomplish  it,  and  to  indemnify  themselves 
for  all  the  damages  snd  charges  incident  to  the  ne- 
cessity of  using  compulsion.  They  cannot  compel 
the  king  of  Spain  to  sign  the  act  of  ratification,  and 
therefore  cannot  make  the  instrument  a perfect 
treaty.  But  they  can,  and  are  justifiable  in  so  do- 
ing, take  that  which  the  treaty,  if  perfect,  would 
liave  b©un.d  Spain  to  deliver  up  to  them;  and  they 
are  further  entitled  to  indemnity  for  ail  the  expen-» 
ses  and  damages  which  they  may  sustain  by  conse- 
quence of  the  refusal  of  Spain  to  ratify.  The  refu- 
sal to  ratify  gives  them  the  same  right  to  do  justice 
to  themselves,  as  the  refusal  to  fulfil  would  iiave 
given  them,  if  Spain  had  Ratified,  and  then  ordered 
the  governor  of  Florida  not  to  deliver  over  the 
province. 

By  considering  the  treaty  as  the  term  beyond 
which  the  United  States  will  not  look  back,  in  their 
controversial  relations  with  Spain,  they  not  only 
will  manifest  a continued  respect  for  the  sanctity 
of  their  own  engagements,  but  they  avoid  the  in- 
convenience of  re-entering  upon  a field  of  mutual 
complaint  and  crimination,  so  extensive,  thut  it 
would  be  scarcely  possible  to  decide  where  or 
when  negociation  should  cease,  or  at  what  p.fint 
force  should  be  stayed  for  satisfied  right;  aneb  by 
resorting  to  force  only  so  far  as  the  treaty  had  ac- 
knowledged their  fight,  they  offer  an  inducement 
to  Spain  to  complete  the  transaction  on  lier  j art, 
without  proceeding  to  general  hostility.  But pain 
liiust  be  responsible  to  the  United  States  for  every 
wrong  done  by  her,  afterthe  signature  ofthe  treaty 
by  her  minister;  and  the  refusal  to  ratify  his  act  in 
the  first  wrong,  for  which  they  are  entitled  to  re- 
dress, 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  great  respect^  sii’j 
your  very  humble  and  obedient  servant. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

The  secretary  of  state  to  JHr.  Lo-wndeSi 
William  Lowndes,  esq,  chairmsLn 

ofthe  cdmitlittee  of  foreign  reiationSj 

Dcpartment  of  state, 
Washington,  December  16,  1819, 

Sfn — Tn  answer  to  the  question  continued  in  your 
letter  of  the  10th  inst.  I have  the  honor  to  state,  for 
the  information  ofthe  committee, 

1st.  That  information  has  been  received  bv  the 
government  of  the  U.  States,  though  not  through  a 
direct  channel,  nor  in  authentic  form,  that  another 
motive,  besides  those  alleged  in  the  letter  of  the 
duke  of  San  Fernando  to  Mr.  Forsyth,  did  operate 
upon  the  Spanish  cabinet,  to  induce  the  withhold-< 
ing  of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  namely,  the  ap- 
prehension that  the  ratification  would  be  immedi- 
ately followed  by  the  recognition  by  the  U.  States 
of  the  independence  of  one  or  more  of  the  South 
Annierican  provinces.  It  has  been  suggested,  that 
probably  the  most  important  of  the  explanations 
which  the  minister,  to  be  sent  by  ; pain,  vvill  be  in- 
structed to  ask,  will  consist  of  an  explicit  declar.a- 
tion  of  the  intentions  of  this  government  in  that 
respect.  There  is  reason  also  to  believe,  that 
the  impunity  with  which  privateers,  fitted  out,  man- 
ned and  officered,  in  one  or  or  more  of  our  ports, 
have  committed  hostilities  upon  the  Spanish  com- 
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iTitrce,  will  be  alleg-td  among  the  reasons  for  delay, 
and  perhaps  some  i<ledge  niay  be  required  of  the 
elf  ectuai  execution,  against  tiiese  practices,  ot  laws 
which  appear  lo  existon  the  staiute  book. 

It  may  be  proper  to  remark  that,  during  the  ne- 
gociation  of  the  Florida  treaty,  rejieated  and  very 
e. truest  efforts  were  made,  both  by  Mr.  Fizarro,  at 
Madrid,  and  by  Mr,  0ms  here,  to  obtain  from  the 
government  of  the  United  States,  either  a positive 
Jit) pulation  or  a tacit  promise,  that  the  United  States 
would  not  recognize  any  of  the  South  American 
revolutionary  governments;  and  that  the  Spanish 
neg’ociators  were  discinctiy  and  explicitly  infoi  iiied 
that  tins  government  would  not  assent  to  any  such 
engagement,  either  express  or  implied, 

2.  *By  all  the  information  which  has  been  obtained 
of  the  prospective  views  of  the  French  and  Russian 
governiiients,  in  relation  to  the  course  which  it  was 
by  them  thought  probable  would  be  pursued  by  the 
United  States,  it  is  apparent  that  they  strongly  ap- 
prehended the  immediale  forcible  occupation  of 
Florida  by  the  United  i^tates,  on  the  non-ratihca- 
tion  by  Spain  of  tlie  treaty,  within  the  stipulated 
time.  France  and  Russia  have  both  earnestly  dis- 
suaded us  from  that  course,  not  by  any  regular  oiii 
ciai  communication,  but  by  informal  friendly  ad- 
vice; deprecating  immediate  hostility,  on  account 
of  its  tendency  to  kindle  a general  war,  which  they 
fear  would  be  the  consequence  of  a war  between  the 
United  States  and  Si-iain.  It  was  alleged  that,  in  the 
])reseut  state  of  our  controversy  with  Spain,  the 
opinion  of  all  Europe  on  the  point  at  issue,  was  in 
our  favor  against  tier.  That  by  exercising  patience 
a little  longer,  by  waiting  at  least  to  hear  tiie  minis- 1 
ter,  vv^ho  was  announced  as  coming  to  give  and  re- 
ceive explanations,  we  could  not  fail  of  obtaining, 
ultimately,  without  resort  to  force,  the  right  to 
which  it  was  admitted  we  were  entitled.  But  that 
precipitate  measures  of  violence  mig'ht  not  only 
provoke  spain  to  war,  but  changing  the  state  of  the 
question  between  us;  would  exhibit  us  to  the  world 
as  tile  aggressors,  and  would  indispose  against  us 
tiiuse  now  the  most  decided  in  our  favor. 

It  is  not  expected  that,  in  the  event  of  a war  with 
Spain,  any  European  power  will  openly  take  a part 
in  it  against  the  United  States;  but  there  is  no  doubt 
that  tiie  principal  reliance  of  Spain  will  be  upon 
the  employment  of  privateers  in  France  and  Eng- 
land,  as  well  as  in  the  East  and  West  India  seas, 
and  upon  our  own  coast,  under  the  Spanish  flag, 
but  manned  from  all  nations,  including  citizens  of 
our  own,  expatriated  into  Spanish  subjects  for  the 
purpose. 

3.  I'he  enclosed  copies  of  letters  from  Mr.  Fro- 
mentin,  contain  the  most  particular  information  pos- 
sessed by  the  executive,  with  regard  to  the  subjects 
mentioned  In  your  third  enquiry.  In  the  month  of 
September,  a corps  of  3,000  men  arrived  at  the  Ha- 
vana from  Spain,  one-third  of  whom  are  said  to  have 
already  fallen  v ctims  to  the  diseases  of  that  climate. 
By  advices  from  the  Havana,  as  recent  as  the  4th  of 
this  month,  we  are  assured  that  no  part  of  this  force 
is  intended  to  be,  in  any  event,  employed  in  Florida. 

4.  A communication  from  the  secretary  of  war, 
also  herewith  enclosed,  contaiiis  the  information 
requested  by  the  committee  upon  this  enquiry. 

5.  At  ilie  tone  when  captain  Read  left  Madrid, 
13th  Oct.  Air.  Forsyth  had  no  positive  information 
even  of  t!>e  appoini incut  of  the  person  who  is  to 
come  out  as  the  iniuislar,  ludircctly  we  have  been 
a ^sured  thal  he  migfit  expected  Lo  arrive  here  in 
Ui'-  course  of  the  ]>resent  mriath. 

1 am,  wiJi  great  res  'ect,  sir,  vour  very  obedient 
JOHN  ADAMS. 


GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

London  dates  of  the  18f/i  Febr^iary. 

The  king  was  announced  as  restored  to  health  on 
the  lOth  of  February,  but  requiring  time  to  recover 
his  strength. 

A reconciliation  had  taken  place  between  the 
king  and  the  duke  of  Sussex,  his  brother. 

Every  body  knows  that  the  king,  even  George 
IV-  is  the  head  of  the  church  in  pursuance  of  his 
authority,  he  has  altered  the  liturgy,  and  ordered 
that  the  people  shall  not  pray  for  his  wife. 

The  body  of  the  old  king  was  interred  with  great 
ceremony  on  the  16th  of  Feb.  All  sorts  of  business 
was  suspended. 

George  IV  had  so  far  recovered  his  health  as  to 
preside  in  the  council  on  the  l7th  of  Feb.  he  sent 
a message  to  parliament  on  the  loss  of  the  nation 
sustained  by  the  decease  of  his  father,  wliich  im- 
posed on  him  the  necessity  of  summoning  a new 
parliament  within  a limited  period,  which  he  should 
do  without  the  least  delay — to  which  the  house  of 
lords  returned  an  address  of  condolence  and  con- 
gratulation. 

03/’ After  resigning/  'o  forma  and  being  reappoint- 
ed by  the  new  king,  tiie  chief  of  the  ministers,  such 
as  the  lord  ciiancellor  and  lord  Castlereagh,  really 
resigned,  but  were  finally  reinstated.  They  could 
not  consent  to  act  for  king  George  the  4th,  it  seems, 
to  bring  his  wife  to  immediate  trial  for  crimes 
which,  convic-ed  of  she  must  be  beheaded  on  the 
scaffold!  Can  this  be  possible.^ 

We  do  not  precisely  recollect  the  offence  with 
which  the  princess  of  Wales, now  the  queen  of  Eng- 
land was  charged;  but  l^elieve  it  was  for  incontinen- 
cy  before  marriage.  It  was  only  a short  time  before 
her  death,  that  the  present  king  treated  the  prin- 
cess Charlotte  as  his  daughter;  and  it  was  thought 
by  many,  that  he  never  believed  that  she  was  his 
child.  His  wife,  however,  is  generally  considered 
as  a much  injured  woman. 

03^Another  account  says  that  the  king  only 
wished,  to  divorce  his  wife.  This  is  the  most  pro- 
bable story. 

[ he  London  Packet  of  February  16,  states  that 
it  was  reported  the  day  previous,  that  on  the  death 
of  his  late  majesty,  an  intimation  was  transmitted 
to  the  queen,  embracing  these  alternatives— that 
she  might  clioose  a residence  wherever  she  pleas- 
ed abroad,  with  the  style  of  queen — and  be  allow- 
ed 150,000  per  annum,  and  a frigate  to  attend  her 
commands,  on  condition  that  she  remained  abroad, 
and  sought  no  further  establishment: — Or,  a regular 
public  renewal  of  the  delicate  investigation,  em- 
bracing transactions  abroad,  if she  returned  home. 

We  made  a mistake  in  calling  the  daughter  of 
the  duke  of  Kent,  the  heir  apparent  of  the  British 
kingdoms — she  is  the  probable  heir.  The  duke  of 
York  is  heir  apparent,  and  the  duke  of  Clarence  the 
heir  presumptive.  After  whom  will  succeed  the 
daughter  of  the  duke  of  Kent,  in  preference  to 
other  uncles  or  aunts,  the  duke  having  been  the  4th 
son  of  the  late  king. 

Sir  Isaac  Heard,  the  garter-king-at-arms,  is  90 
years  of  age. 

Died  in  Jannary  last,  aged  88,  the  mother  of  J^o- 
hert  Burns.  Also  Henry  Grattan,  the  famous  Irish 
orator. 

It  is  stated  in  an  Irish  paper,  that  Phillips,  the 
celebrated  barrister,  is  about  to  enter  into  holy 
orders 

It  is  said  that  lord  Castlereagh  has  been  ‘‘grossly 
iusultcJ  L>y  the  populace  at  Norfolk,” 


NILES’ REGISTER— MARCH  25,  18£0— FOREIGN  ARTICLES  61 


Many  parts  of  Ire  land  are  in  a dreadtui  state.  Fear- 
ful murders  and  outrageous  robberies  abound.  In 
Galway  about  500  ribandmen  besieged  the  bishop 
in  the  church,  which  he  was  defending  with  armed 
men!  A party  of  soldiers  was  sent  to  relieve  his 
lordship,  and  raise  the  siege. 

English  agents  are  charged  with  having  contri- 
buted to  the  disturbances  in  Ireland. 

Some  of  the  persons  convicted  of  seditious  and 
treasonable  practices  at  Manchester,  have  been  sent 
to  the  hulks  at  Sheerness,  heavily  ironed. 

It  is  stated  in  the  Liverpool  papers,  that  the  cir- 
culation of  forged  notes  is  more  extensive  than  at 
any  former  period. 

The  act  which  has  passed  the  parliament  of  Eng- 
land, for  the  suppression  of  libellous  publications, 
takes  in  at  a sweep  all  small  papers,  whether  pam- 
phlets, weekly  journals,  trial  reports,  or  of  any  de- 
scription which  will  not  aflbrd  a duty  of  about  seven 
cents  on  each.  I'here  are  three  v/ays  in  which  it  is 
to  operate:  In  the  first  place,  every  printer  must 

give  security  to  the  amount  of  50001.  sterling,  for 
the  purity  of  the  matter  he  shall  print;  then  the 
publisher  or  printer  must  pay  the  stamp  duty  of  ‘Ul. 
English,  on  each  copy;  and  f^or  the  second  offence 
he  is  to  suffer  banishment.  Sir  V.  De  Crespigne 
gravely  oliserved  upon  the  bill,  just  as  it  was  about 
to  be  passed,  that  if  the  noble  lord  Castlereagh 
should  happen  to  be  cut  off  by  the  hands  of  the  law, 
the  world  v/ould  be  deprived  by  fhe  bdl  of  his  lord- 
ship’s dying  speech  and  confession^ 

It  is  stated  that  there  were  100  destitute  Ameri- 
can seamen  in  London,  several  of  lohora  had  served 
several  years  in  the  Bntish  navy,  supported  by  the 
American  consul,  from  funds  drawn  from  the  United 
States*  government.  The  consul  had  contracted 
for  the  passage  of  50  of  them  to  the  United  States — 
who  have  arrived. 

The  London  Globe,  of  Jan.  29,  says— “We  under- 
stand that  the  lords  of  the  treasury  have  given  di- 
rections to  allow  mechanics,  artificers,  &c.  to  emi- 
grate from  Great  Britain  to  any  country  and  in  any 
ship. 

At  Brighton,  the  wildest  of  the  feathered  tribe 
have  been  so  punished  with  the  frost,  that  they  have 
left  the  woods,  for  warmer  shelter  in  the  habitations 
of  men.  Black-birds,  starlings,  larks  and  thrushes 
have  been  pursued  by  boys,  at  mid-day,  and  easily 
taken  by  the  hand. 

In  1683,  the  frosts  vrere  the  most  severe  ever 
known  in  Europe.  A greater  number  of  poor  in 
Germany,  France,  Britain  and  Ireland  froze  to  death. 
Wild  ducks  and  other  water  fowl  fell  dead  in  the 
streets  in  England.  Hares  and  rabbits  came  into 
the  town  and  took  shelter.  ' 

Mr.  Preston,  late  member  of  parliament, has  shewn 
that  a laboring  man,  with  the  miserable  gains  of  the 
best  weaver,  namely,  seven  shillings  a week,  or 
eighteen  poupds  five  shillings  a year,  pays  10  pounds 
for  taxes,  leaving  eight  pounds  for  the  maintenance 
and  education  of  his  family. 

A considerable  excitement  had  been  raised 
against  gen.  Devereux,as  having  acted  without  au- 
thority from  the  government  of  Venezuela,  and  as 
if  he  made  a trade  of  sending  men  thither  to  pe- 
rish— as  most  of  the  poor  fellows  already  have. 
But  his  friends  have  succeeded  in  convincing  the 
people  that  he  had  acted  fairly.  Why  has  he  not 
joined  the  troops.'’ 

The  queen.  Certain  letters  from  this  person,  da- 
ted  at  Marseilles,  have  appeared  in  the  British  pa- 
pers. She  speaks  of  her  uncomfortable  situation 
in  France,  wiiither  slie  had  proceeded  to  meet  her 
legid  advisers, She  says— “1  luivc  been  nimch  alarm- 


ed about  a rumor  relating  to  our  ever  beloved  and 
lamented  king’s  health;  if,  on  the  event  of  any  thing 
happening  to  our  revered  monarch,  I put  ray  only 
trust  in  the  generosity  of  the  great  nation,  to  pro- 
tect me  from  the  hands  of  my  enemies.  I have 
great  pleasure  to  inform  you,  that  all  my  debts  in 
England  and  Italy  have  been  paid.” 

“I  intend  leaving  Marseilles  on  the  20th  of  this 
month,  and  shall  return  into  Italy.  In  case  my 
presence  should  be  necessary  in  England,  I will 
come  by  sea,  and  not  expose  myself  to  the  possibi- 
lity of  being  badly  received  by  the  family  of  the" 
Bourbons.  The  presentking,  when  in  a distressed 
situation,  was  well  received  by  my  late  father’s 
court  at  Brunswick-palace,  and  every  comfort  was 
afforded  to  him;  but  .such  great  personages  have  the 
talent  to  forget  where  they  have  received  civilities. 
In  a strange  country,!  tliink  the  daughter  should  at 
least  have  been  kindly  received,  without  pomp  or 
parade,  butin  a friendly  way;  that  was  all  I expect- 
ed, as  I travelled  incognito. 

* CAROLINE,  princess  of  Wales.” 

Ancient  customs.— ^On  the  day  that  the  present 
king  was  to  be  proclaimed  as  George  the  Fourtli,  a 
procession  was  formed  fronting  the  palace  of  Carl- 
ton-house, and  proceeded  for  the  city,  when,  on  the 
cavalcade  arrivi?  g at  l>mpie-bar,  they  found  the 
gates,  according  to  ancient  custom,  closed.  “The 
city  marshal  was  sent  forward  to  the  gate,  intima- 
tion having  been  given  to  the  lord  mayor  that 
there  was  a loud  knocking  at  the  gate,  and  a de- 
mand of  admittance  from  some  persons  outside. 
The  marshal  went  to  the  gate,s  and  asked,  ’w!u> 
knocks,’  and  was  answered,  ‘the  herald  king  at 
arms.  I attend  wi;h  a warrant  to  proclaim  king 
George  the  fourth.  Open  your  gates.’  The  city 
marshal  answered,  ‘T  shall  inform  the  lord  mayor 
that  you  are  in  waiting  at  the  gate.’  Tlie  marshal 
then  rode  back  to  the  lord  mayor,  and  having  in- 
formed him  that  the  herald  king  at  arms  was  in 
waiting  for  admission,  to  proclaim  George  the 
fourth,  king  of  England,  was  directed  by  his  lord- 
ship  to  give  the  admission  required,  which  was  to 
be  limited  to  the  lierald  king  at  arms.  The  mar- 
shall upon  going  to  the  gates,  said  to  the  officers, 
“open  one  side  of  the  gates  and  admit  the  herald 
king  at  arms,  and  him  alone.”  The  herald  then 
rode  in,  supported  by  his  guards,  and  was  accom- 
panied by  the  city  marshal  to  the  lord  mayor.  The 
herald  king  at  arms  presented  the  warrant. — I'he 
lord  mayor  immediately  said,  ‘admit  the  whole 
procession  into  our  city  of  London.’  ” 

On  the  death  of  a king,  all  ])atents  of  office  must 
be  renewed  within  six  months;  and  every  person 
executing  a judicial  office,  without  such  renewal, 
“falls  within  the  danger  of  a pr-emvnire.”  But  eve- 
ry thing,  judicial  as  well  as  executory,  will  proceed 
as  heretofore,  for  six  months,  unless  revoked  by  th.e 
present  king. 

The  inmates  of  Windsor  Castle  have  all  ro, 
moved  from  thence,  it  being  required  tliat  the  pa- 
lace should  be  unoccupied  for  the  space  of  one  year 
after  the  death  of  the  sovereign. 

Gambling  hi  high  life. — Nothing  has  been  talked 
of  in  the  fashionable  circles  during  the  last  tv/o 
days,  but  the  recent  losses  at  play,  sustained  by  a 
great  military  chief  who,  carried  away  by  that 
wretche{l-proy)ensity,  is  said  to  have  been  almost 

begg-ared!  It  is  said  that  lord  Y has  come  in  fov 

280, Good  of  tlie  booty  on  tltis  occasion,  and,  to 
crow'n  all,  tliat  the f edged  birdh‘AS  contrived  to  wing 
his  fight  to  the  continent.  Sic  transit  gloria  mundi! 

Another  paper  distinctly  says,  tha.t  the  “great; 
military  chief,”  is  the  duke  of  Wellington,  and  tliat 
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those  who  so  completely  fleeced  him,Wic  re  the  duke 
of  Clarence  (prince  William  Henry)  and  lord  Yar- 
mouth!  - Royal  doing's! 

Rexiemie.  By  the  accounts  returned  to  parlia.- 
tnent,  we  observe  that  the  consolidated  fund  on 
the  10th  Oct.  last  was  in  arrear  10,693,009^  12.? 
and  tile  drticiency  of  the  revenue  of  the  united 
kingdom,  from  5th  Jan.  to  IQth  October,  1819,  as 
compared  v/ith  the  same  period  of  1818,  was 
1,067,861/.  In  this  deficiency  all  the  new  taxes  are 
included;  consequently  the  actual  deficiency,  as 
compared  with  1818,  is  much  larger  than  the  above 
amount;  and  the  charges  added  to  the  consolidated 
fund,  by  interest  of  loans  of  1818  and  1819,  up  to 
October  10, 1819,  and  for  which  no  provision  has 
been  made,  amount  to  2,381,573/  8s  0 1-d.  and  if 
the  deficiency  from  October  to  January  1820,  be 
added  to  the  consolidated  fund,  the  arrear  on  the 
5t)i  Jan.  1820,  will  he  about  eleven  millions.  We 
apprehend  a sum,  unprecedented  in  the  annals  of 
finance,  to  have  been  lent  by  the  bank,  and  for 
which  the  bank  has  a mortgage  qn  the  revenue  ac- 
cruing from  5th  Jan.  1^0  to  5th  April,  1820,  and 
which  revenue  actually  has  been  previously  assign- 
ed to  the  public  creditor;  consequently,  should  the 
bank  refuse  tq  advance  nearly  the  whole  dividends 
in  April,  they  cannot  be  paid. 

We  apprehend  the  probable  deficiency  of  re- 
venue for  the  year  1819,  as  compared  with  181  8, 
deducting  the  amount  received  on  account  of  new 
taxes,  will  be  about  1,600,000/. 

We  trust  the  enormous  arrear  on  the  consolidat- 
ed fund,  amounfmgto  eleven  millions,  cannot  go  on, 
and  that  parliament  (even  the  present)  must  make 
some  provision  for  its  lif(uidatio,n.  We  fear  we 
shall  be  again  called  on  for  new  taxes,  if  the  re- 
ports be  true,  that  considerably  less  malt,  beer  and 
spirits  are  made  than  were  made  last  year,  and  if 
tlie  exports  and  imports  continue  to  decline.  They 
have  produced,  from  5th  Jan.  to  11th  Feb.  about 
150, QoO/.  less  than  they  did  in  the  same  period  last 
year.  Alorn.  Cron. 

Abstract  of  the  net  produce  pf  the  revenue  of 
Great  Britain,  in  the  year  ending  5th  Jan,  1820: 
Customs  : : /.6, 319, 988 

Excise  ; ; ; 19,768,318  . 

Stamps  : : r 6,184,209, 

Fost-oflice  : ; 1,475,000 

Assessed  taxes  ? ; 6,176,529 

Land  taxes  : : : 1,234,325 

Miscellaneous  : : 392,732 

Unappropriated  war  duties  166,001 


Total  consolidated  fund 
Annual  duties  to  pay  ofl'  bills 
War  taxes  : : : 

Total  revenue  : : 

Kevenue  to  5th  Jan.  1819 


41,717,132 

3,484,134 

3,015,549 

48,156,158 

48,982,960 


Difference  : : : 826,802 

Debt  of  Great  Britain.  By  an  account  lately  l^id 
before  tlie  house  of  commons,  it  appears  that  the 
total  debt  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  amounted 
to  /.1, 18 1,502,362 

Of  which  there  has  been  redeemed,  389,637,049 


Leaving  total  unredeemed  debt,  791,867,313 

Ttie  sinking  fund  amounted  to  15,815,001 

Total  charge,^  including  sinking  fund  45,749,296 
Rojidon,  .Tanuary22. — The  atmosphere  at  I’eign- 
mouth,  on  I'uesday,  was  literally  clouded  with  a 
flight  of  larks,  which  appeared  to  come  from  the 
opposite  coast;  many  were  drowned  in  the  passage, 


and  great  numbers  dropped  on  the  shore  in  an  ex^ 
haustable  state.  Some  of  the  inhabitants  amused 
themselves  by  shooting  at  those,  whose  superior 
strength  had  enabled  them  to  keep  on  the  wing, 
and  20  or  30  were  frequently  brought  down  at  a 
shot:  several  hundred  were  caught  in  the  evening, 
their  weakness  disabling  them  from  flying.  So 
great  was  the  number  shot  and  captured,  that  they 
were  carried  about  for  sale  in  large  baskets,  at  the 
price  of  L.  for  seven  dozen;  and  the  bakers’  ovens 
were  the  next  day  literally  crammed  with  lark-pies. 

Trade  oj  Liverpool.  Number  of  vessels  reported 
at  the  custom-house  for  the  last  two  years: 

1818. 

From  Europe  : ; 807 

British,  from  foreign  ports  827 
Foreign,  do.  359 

Ireland  and  Isle  of  Man,  1824 
The  coasters  amounted  to  9921. 

FRAXCE. 

There  appears  to  he  much  warmth  in  tfie  chanit 
her  of  deputies  about  the  election  law.  The  mi- 
nisterial party  is  charged  with  employing  every 
species  of  seduction  to  accomplish  the  purposes  of 
the  court.  A project  for  the  better  security  of  the 
purchasers  of  the  national  property  has  passed — 184 
to  43. 

It  is  stated  that  the  committee  of  the  chamber  of 
peers,  lias  rejected  the  project  of  a law,  further  to 
restrain  the, liberty  of  the  press. 

At  about  the  16th  of  Feb.  a great  number  of  fo- 
reigners were  leaving  Paris  with  precipitation,  as  if 
a revolution  was  expected  to  take  place.  In  con- 
sequence of  the  assassination  of  the  duke  of  Berri, 
it  is  said  that  the  government  will  propose  certain 
strong  measures,  which  will  produce  a ferment. 

Parity  Feb.  24.— The  inhabitants  of  this  metro^ 
polis  have  been  horror-struck  by  an  atrocious  as- 
sassination,perpetrated  last  night,  at  10  o’clock,  on 
the  person  of  his  royal  highness  the  duke  de  Berri, 
The  prince  attended  the  duchess  to  her  carriage  in 
quitting  the  Opera-House,  she  was  already  seated, 
when  a person  passing  quickly  by  fiis  royal  high- 
ness, encircled  him  with  his  left  arm,  and  thrust  a 
apoignard,  four  inches  and  a half  long,  in  his  right 
breast  up  to  the  hilt.  On  feeling  the  wound  he  ut- 
tered a cry  and  fell  senseless  into  the  arms  of  his 
servants.  The  duchess  herself  sprang  out  of  the 
carriage  and  drew  the  dagger  from  the  duke’s 
breast,  whose  only  exclamation  was,  y/e  me  meursd*' 
[I  am  dying.]  Tlie  duke  was  conveyed  into  one  of 
the  saloons  of  the  opera,  and  the  nearest  surgeon 
sent  for.  The  duchess  never  quitted  the  couch  of 
her  husband.  The  duke  of  Orleans,  who  was  at 
■the  opera,  arrived  immediately,  accompanied  by 
the  duchess  and  mademoiselle.  M.  Pasquier  came 
shortly  afterwards,  bringing  v/ith  him  in  his  carriage 
M.  Dupuytreu.  The  surgeon  bled  the  prince 
three  times,  and  washed  the  wound  with  warm  lo- 
tions. The  internal  hsemorrhage  making  an  alarm- 
ing progress,  cupping  was  applied,  which  made 
his  royal  highness  suffer  so  much,  that  he  exclaim- 
ed, “Jlf.  Dupuytreu — epavgnez  moi—je  sens  ma  po-> 
sition — je  ne  crois  pas  que  celaser,ve  a rein.^^  [M. 
Dupuytreu,  spare  me  from  further  suffering — I am 
sensible  of  my  fate— I do  not  think  it  will  avail 
any  thing.] 

\1.  de  Gazes  was  seated  in  one  of  the  corners  of 
the  chamber  in  indescribable  grief.  The  assassin  was 
interrogated  in  the  presence  of  M.  de  Gazes,  and 
declared,  boldly  declared  that  he  had  meditated 
the  murder  ever  since  1814,  and  that  he  had  quitr 
ed  Mentz  for  Galais,  in  the  intention  of  assassinat- 
ing the  king  on  his  rentree,  but  that  he  was  too 
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hxte;  that  he  had  at  length  resolved  on  the  exter-j 
mination  of  the  duke  de  Bern,  as  the  youngest  of 
the  family,  knowing  that  nature  would  soon  dis- 
pense  him  from  the  necessity  of  abridging  the  days 
of  the  king. 

M Jacquinot  de  Pampelune  examined  him:  a 
second  dagger  was  found  on  his  person. 

Mademoiselle  fainted  twice,  nor  would  the  duch- 
ess d’  Orleans  leave  the  bed-side  of  the  prince  till 
the  king  ordered  her  away. 

The  duke  de  Berri  died  at  six  o’clock  in  the 
arms  of  his  majesty. 

London^  Feb.  18.  We  have  received  this  morn- 
ing the  Paris  papers  of  Tuesday.  They  are,  of 
course,  painfully  interesting, for  they  communicate 
a variety  of  facts  connected  with  the  assassination 
of  his  royal  highness  the  duke  de  Berri.  Among 
the  most  important  of  these  is  the  undeniable  one, 
that  the  atrocious  crime  was  committed  from  po- 
litical motives.  This  alarming  truth  was  distinct- 
ly admitted,  not  only  by  the  members  of  the  two 
chambers,  who  met  to  address  his  majesty  upon  the 
mournful  occasion,  but  it  is  recognized  by  the  king 
himself,  in  the  concluding  sentence  of  his  answer 
to  the  address  of  the  deputies. —*‘The  chamber 
cannot  doubt,”  said  his  majesty,  “that  feeling  as  a 
man,  and  acting  as  a king,  I shall  adopt  every  ne- 
cessary measure  to  preserve  the  state  from  danger's, 
of  ivhich  I am  too  forcibly  foretoaimed  by  the  crime  oj 
this  day.’*  'fhe  assassin  himself,  indeed,  accord- 
ing to  the  letter  of  our  private  correspondent,  upon 
being  interrogated,  avowed  :hat  he  had  extermi- 
nated the  duke,  as  the  youngest  of  the  royal  fami- 
ly, ‘knowing  that  nature  would  soon  relieve  him 
from  the  necessity  of  abridging  the  days  of  the 
king’ 

The  duke  of  Berri  was  in  his  42nd  year,  and  after 
his  aged  father,  the  count  d’ Artois,  the  nearest  heir 
of  the  throne.  He  has  a daughter;  but  women  can- 
not reign  in  France.  His  widow,  however,  is  e7i«- 
ente. 

The  assassin  of  the  duke  is  about  30  years  of  age; 
his  name  is  Louvel.  It  appears  he  was  one  of  those 
who  went  and  returned  with  Bonaparte  from  Elba, 
and  has  since  been  employed,  up  to  the  very  time  of 
the  fatal  deed,  in  the  king’s  hunting  establish- 
ment. 

The  prince  having  expressed  a desire  to  see  his 
infant  daughter,  when  she  was  brought  to  him,  in 
her  cradle,  at  four  o’clock  in  the  morning,  he  kiss- 
ed the  babe,  and  gave  it  his  benediction,  pronounc- 
ing these  remarkable  words: — “Poor  infant, /ww/i 
that  you  may  be  less  unfortunate  than  the  rest  of  my 
family.” 

The  duchess  de  Berri  fell  senseless  when  her 
august  partner  expired.  She  was  torn  from  the  side 
of  her  departed  husband.  When  she  recovered, 
she  threw  herself  on  her  knees  before  the  king,  and 
implored  him  to  grant  her  leave  to  return  to  Na- 
ples. 

The  assassin’s  name  is  Pierre  Joseph  Louvel.  He 
has  b^en  examined  before  tlie  ministers,  when  his 
replies  were  as  follow': 

Q,.  What  induced  j'ou  to  commit  this  crime?— A. 
My  opinions,  my  sentiments. 

Q.  What  are  theyi* — A.  I think  the  Bourbons  are 
tyrants,  and  the  most  cruel  enemies  of  France. 

Q.  In  that  supposition,  why  did  you  attack  the 
duke  de  Berri  in  preference  to  the  rest?— A.  Be- 
cause he  is  the  youngest  prince  of  the  royal  family, 
and  seemed  to  be  destined  to  perpetuate  that  race, 
hostile  to  France. 

Q.  Do  you  repent  your  act? — A.  No. 


2.  Had  you  any  instigator,  any  accunriplice.'“ — A, 
None. 

Yesterday,  (the  14th  instant,)  an  individual,  a- 
mongst  the  group  on  the  place  Carousal,  uttered 
many  seditious  expressions,  and  dared  to  exhibit  a 
ferocious  joy  at  tlie  deed  which  has  plunged  France 
in  mourning,  d'he  persons  around  him,  whom  sen- 
timents of  grief  had  induced  to  repair  to  the  vicini- 
ty of  the  Louvre,  took  him  into  custody,  and  escort- 
ed him  to  the  police-office. 

In  the  chamber  of  peers,  M.  de  Cazas  appear- 
ed with  an  ordonnance  of  the  king,  pursuant  to 
the  penal  code,  constituting  that  chamber  a tribu- 
nal for  the  trial  of  Louvel. — “If this  crime,”  said  the 
minister,  “fills  our  hearts  with  profound  indigna- 
tion, what  must  be  our  feelings,  when  the  confes- 
sions of  the  criminal  himself,  (who  glories  in  his 
offence)  informs  us,  that  the  august  individual  who 
has  fallen,  was  not  the  only  one  whose  death  was 
meditated,  but  that  all  those  upon  whom  our  d^ti- 
nies  rest,  to  whom  w'ere  forever  linked  our  fidelity 
and  love,  were  condemned;  and  that  the  most  sacred 
life,  as  well  as  the  most  necessary  to  the  country, 
had  equally  its  fatal  termination  in  the  designs  of 
the  criminal.” 

M.  de  Cazas,  one  of  the  king’s  ministers,  is 
strongly  suspected  of  having  had  some  agency  in  the 
murder  of  the  duke  of  Berri.  The  Paris  papers  have 
several  criminating  paragraphs  against  him,  without 
particularizing  charges. 

Numerous  patroles  have  paraded  the  streets  of 
Paris,  as  if  some  great  disturbance  was  immediate- 
ly expected  to  take  place — and  some  riotous  as- 
semblages of  young  men  seemed  to  countenance 
the  cautions  observed.  A member  of  the  cham- 
ber of  deputies  gave  notice  on  the  15th  of  Feb, 
that  he  should  the  next  day  bring  an  accusation 
against  the  count  de  Cazas,  minister  of  the  interior, 
as  guilty  of  treason— [of  being  concerned  in  the  as- 
sassination of  the  duke  of  Berri] — and  yesterday 
morning,  says  a Paris  paper  of  the  18th,  ail  the  fa- 
mily  of  de  Cazas,  stepfather,  stepmothe),  wife  and 
sister,  prostrated  themselves  at  his  feet,  who  for 
more  than  48  hours  had  been  in  a state  of  dejection, 
and  supplicated  him  to  fly  from  the  storm  that  was 
gathering  over  his  head.  Moved  by  their  attach- 
ment; and  overcome  with  fear,  this  favorite  minis- 
ter went  to  the  Tuilleries  at  one  o’clock,  and  beg-* 
ged  the  king  to  accept  of  his  resignation,  acknow- 
ledging that  this  measure  was  indispensable  to  the 
syfeiy  of  the  monarchy. 

0:;;^France  appears  to  be  in  a very  unquiet  state 
and  we  are  prepared  to  expect  great  news  from 
that  country. 

XAPOT.EOTf  BOXAPAHTE. 

1'he  IX  volume  of  the  memoirs  of  Napoleon,  of 
which  2000  copies  w'ere  sold  in  Paris  in  one  da} , 
when  the  work  was  seized  by  the  police,  re-print- 
ed in  England,  has  been  received  at  Philadelphia, 
and  re-published  there.  We  have  not  seen  the 
work,  butit  is  spoken  of  as  highly  interesting.  It 
is  believed  to  be  authentic  as  written  by  himself, 
and  published  under  the  inspection  of  Dr.  O’Meara, 
with  a sliort  preface.  It  is  thought,  also,  that  Dr. 
O’Meara  is  in  possession  of  the  preceding  volumes, 
but  that,  in  opinion  of  the  author,  the  proper  time 
for  their  publication  has  not  arrived.  The  portion 
of  the  history  ofNapoleon  embraced  in  this  volume, 
is  said  to  be  full  of  interest.  It  “comprises  an  au- 
thentic account  of  the  memorable  events  that  oc- 
curred  in  France  and  Flanders  during  the  hundred 
days.”  In  other  words,  it  begins  with  the  embark- 
ation of  the  emperor  at  Elba,  and  ends  just  before 
his  embarkation  for  St.  Helena,  “Besides  the 
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pious  details  of  the  operations  of  the  campaig'u  of 
1815,  it  contains  military  criticisms  of  the  lirst  or- 
der.” 

SPAIIf. 

We  have  a large  mass  of  matter,  containing  rumors 
and  reports,  and  extracts  of  letters,  &c.  See.  respect- 
ing the  revolt  of  tlie  Spanish  army  at  Cadiz.  The 
latest  accounts  from  that  city  have  been  received 
•via  Antwerp;  a journal  published  at  which,  on  the 
the  IBth  of  Feb." says — “We  have  just  received  po- 
sitive news  of  the  occupation  of  Cadiz  by  the  insur- 
gents. A vessel  which  arrived  at  Ostend,  the  day 
before  yesterday,  from  that  port,  has  given  us  en- 
tire certainty  of  it — the  vessel  is  furnished  with 
4;onnuisseimn8  coufititutiomiels.’* 

JSIow  this  ‘positive  news’  seems  to  be  contradicted 
hy  later  Antwerp  papers,  which  give  us  the  follow- 
ing articles: 

Cadiz,  Feb.  1 — Our  mercantile  paper  contains  two 
proclamations  of  gen.  Frey  ere;  one  of  them  to  the 
insurgent  soldiers,  calling  on  them  to  return  to  his 
standard;  and  the  other  to  the  inhabitants  of  Cadiz, 
praising  their  fidelity.  Gen.  F.  left  Xeres  on  the 
29th  ult.  and  is  now  at  Port  Royal,  about  8 leagues 
from  the  insurgents;  the  two  parties  are  in  presence 
of  each  other. 

Madrid^  Feb.  1 — The  minister  Lozano,  and  seve- 
yal  other  persons,  who  have  had  the  confidence  of 
the  king,  have  been  arrested.  The  captain-general 
of  the  province  executed,  in  person,  the  king’s  or- 
ders, and  has  sent  them  into  exile, 

Paris,  Feb.  13. — A letter  from  Barcelona  states 
that  a vessel,  despatched  from  Cadiz,  arrived  olf  that 
port  on  the  29th  Jan.  bearing  despatches  to  the 
captain-gen,  Casteneros,  enjoining  him  to  acknow- 
ledge and  proclaim  the  constitutional  government. 
The  captain-gen,  refused  to  receive  the  despatches, 
and  the  vessel  immediately'^  made  sail.  According 
to  tlie  same  letter,  Malaga^  would  be  in  the  power 
of  the  insurgents. 

Another  account  states  that  the  insurgents  have 
got  possession  of  all  the  provisions  that  had  been 
collected  for  the  expedition. 

Additional  accounts.  Paris,  Feb.  17 — Letters  from 
Bayonne  state,  that  an  engagement  has  taken  place 
in  the  neigiiborhood  of  Seville,  between  the  royal 
troops  and  the  insurgents,  in  which  the  former  were 
completely  beaten. 

Feb.  18—  Extract  of  a letter  from  Bayonne  of  Feb, 
32:  According  to  letters  from  Cadiz  of  the  1st,  re- 
ceived this  day,  all  is  tranquil  in  that  city;  but  it  is 
the  tranquility  of  a man  in  agony  ¥ou  will  judge 
whether  the  insurgents  are  not  in  some  force  wlien 
the  chief  of  the  national  army  has  detached  a divi- 
sion of  3000  for  x\lgesIras,to  accompany  from  thence 
to  the  head-quarters  several  rhembers  of  the  cortes, 
who  had  landed  there.  It  is  said  there  have  been 
some  skirmishes  between  the  royal  and  insurgent 
troops,  in  which  the  latter  had  the  advantage.  The 
troops  luive  left  Vittoria  for  Gallacia,  where  some 
troubles  have  broke  out, 

Anvers,  Feb.  l6. — Direct  from  Spain,  We  have  re- 
ceived positive  new’s  of  the  occupation  of  Cadiz 
Iby  the  insvirgents 

(P^Tbe  gen.  Freyere  mentioned,  is  the  king’s  offi- 
cer in  the  south,  who  has  been  collecting  troops  to 
oppose  or  subdue  the  insurgents,  entrenched  on  the 
Ssle  of  Leon,  and  possessed  of  the  chief  supplies  laid 
up  for  the  “grand  expedition.”  But  such  is  the 
nature  of  Cadiz,  that  it  may  be  defended  by  5,000 
men  against  500,000,  except  attacked  by  heavy 
ships  in  aid  of  a land  force.  It  is  very  strongly 
walled  all  round — and  the  approach  to  it  by  land  is 
by  a sand  baiik,  on  w hich  a road  is  raised  that,  for 


between  two  to  three  miles,  is  less  than  100  feet 
wide,  and  is  commanded  by  numerous  pieces  of 
artillery.  The  genius  of  Napoleon’s  best  officers, 
it  will  be  recollected,  was  foiled  liere,  though  mor- 
tars, &c.  were  prepared  especially  to  assail  the  city. 
The  governor,  it  is  said,  has  ordered  the  inhabitants 
to  be  disarmed. 

Gen.Freyere’sarmy  is  reported  to  consist  of  15,000 
men.  Some  accounts  say  that  the  insurgents  have 
lost  many  by  desertions — others,  that  they  are 
strengthened  by  recruits  from  the  royal  forces  and 
the  peasantry.  I'hey  w'ear  a red  cockade  ornament- 
ed with  a green  triangle.  A proclamation  of  Qzd- 
roga,  “general  in  chief  of  the  national  army,”  ex- 
horts them  to  union  and  discipline,  saying  that  “vic- 
tory awaits  our  banners,  and  in  her  train,  the  glory 
and  reward  which  the  country  will  lavishly  bestow.” 
Their  flag  is  the  Spanish,  to  which  is  added  two 
sabres  crossed,  above  the  escutcheon. 

A Paris  paper  says— “The  greatest  part  of  the 
letters  from  Spain,  received  at  Bordeaux,  from  the 
6th  to  the  7th,  (of  Feb.)  have  on  the  head  of  them 
“liberty,  constitution.” 

0;;j=*We  must  wait  further  accounts.  It  is  iinpos- 
sible  to  determine  what  is  the  actual  state  of  things 
in  Spain.  But  something  must  have  happened  be- 
fore this  to  fix  the  character  of  transactions  thei'eiii, 

UKTUERLANDS. 

We  learn  from  the  Hague,  under  date  of  the  28th 
of  Jan,  that  in  the  Beluwe,  seventy  two  villages 
were  under  water!  In  many  places  all  the  houses 
with  their  inhabitants  had  been  swept  avvay!  J'he 
king  has  given  100,000  florins  to  assist  those  who 
have  suflered  by  the  inundation,  and  personally  vi- 
sited  sundry  places  in  distress  The  dykes  have 
given  away,  apd  large  fields  gre  coyered  with  mas- 
ses of  ice, 

BUSSIA. 

The  force  of  the  Russian  army,  last  year,  made  a 
total  of  1,038,000  men,  including  47,088  cannon. 

I Imperial  birth-day  present. — The  following  decree 
was  issued  by  the  emperor  of  Russia  on  his  last 
birth  day.  It  would  doubtless  afford  pleasure  to 
their  respective  subjects,  if  all  the  monarchsin  Eu- 
rope were  able  and  willing  to  follow  so  noble  an 
example: — 

St.  Petersburgh,  Dec.  29. . 

On  occasion  of  the  birth-day  of  his  majesty  the 
emperor,  tlie  following  most  iinportant  ukase  has 
been  published,  by  which  all  the  war  taxes  imposed 
in  the  year  1812  are  abolished.  'I'his  law  is  to  be 
in  force  from  the  1st  January,  1820.  The  benefits 
which  his  majesty  incessantly  confers  upon  his  sub- 
jects do  not  a little  contribute  to  increase  their  at- 
tachment to  him: — 

“From  the  report  which  has  been  laid  before  us 
by  our  minister  of  finance  upon  the  revenue  and 
expenditure  of  the  year  1820,  we  have  recogmized 
with  the  most  lively  satisfaction  the  possibility  of 
gratifying  tlie  wish  which  we  have  constantly  had 
at  heart,  of  lesseniiig  the  burden  of  the  a es, 
which,  to  our  great  regret,  the  urgent  necessity  of 
providing  for  the  extraordinary  calls  of  the  state  for 
a time  obliged  us  to  increase.  In  consequence  of 
the  blessings  of  jieace,  which  Divine  Providence 
has  given  us,  the  sources  of  public  revenue  flovy 
more  abundantly,  and  we  have  been  able  to  ajiply 
annually  60,000,000  to  the  consolidation  of  the  pub- 
lic creaiit,  to  increase  the  pay  of  our  brave  army, 
and,  after  providing  for  all  the  public  expenses  of 
the  next  year,  we  are  now  able  to  give  our  faithful 
subjects  a new  proof  of  onr  eagerness  to  lessen 
tlieir  burdens,  and  to  promote  the  means  by  which 
thek*  weifaifc  may  be  iuci'eased  by  the  pi-osperitj'  of 
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tile  various  branches  of  agriculture  and  industry.  ; 
We  therefore  order,  thatfioin  the  first  (l.dh)  Jan- 
uary of  the  ensuing  year,  I82d,  the  imposts  shall 
cease  which  were  imposed  by  the  decree  of  the  11th 
(23d)  February,  1812,  on  the  revenue  of  all  real 
property  arispig  from  feudal  services  (redevances  ) 
wood-cutting,  rent  of  land  or  houses,  profits  of  ma- 
nufactures, and  other  estaolishments;  and  tliat 
from  the  date  above-mentioned,  the  farther  levy  of 
them  shall  cease,  and  the  owners  be  no  longer  bound 
to  give  a statement  of  their  income  as  before  pre- 
scribed. At  the  same  time  that  we  abolish  tiiis 
tax  on  the  real  property  of  all  classes  without  ex 
ception,  we  wish  and  iiope  that  this  relief  may  con- 
tribute to  tlie  increase  of  the  general  prosperity, 
and  consequent! V to  the  advantage  of  the  state. 

[Signed]  ALEXAInDER.’’ 

ARABIA, 

A correspondent  of  a London  paper  states,  that 
in  travelling'  thro’  Syria,  he  received  much  poiite- 
jness  from  lady  Hester  Stanhope:  she  resides  at 
Abra,  six  miles  above  Sidon,  is  styled  “princess,” 
and  has  great  influence.  She  enjoys  good  health, 
and  has  no  in  ention  of  returning  to  Engl  nd.  Her 
$!tud  of  horses  are  said  to  be  the  most  beautiful  in 
the  country. 

AFRICA. 

Londoiiy  Jan.  3 — Accounts  from  Sierra  Leone, da- 
ted Sept.  23,  state  that  the  Spanish  commissioners 
were  so  ill  from  the  climate,  that  no  proceedings 
could  take  place  on  the  vessels  of  that  nation  sent 
in — and  Portugal  having  appointed  none,  the  com- 
mission, as  far  as  rela  es  to  the  slave  traders  of  that 
nation,  remains  a nullity  to  this  very  moment.— The 
pheasant  and  iVJorgiana  had  sent  in  two  vessels. 
'I'he  colony  had  been  unhealthy:  many  lives  were 
lost. 

*‘fVahabees. — Though  we  find  that  the  Wahabee 
chief  Abdallah,  and  some  of  his  officers,  were  be- 
lieaded  at  Constantinople  in  December  last,  and 
that  another  victory  bad  algo  been  gained  over 
them,  in  which  the  chieftain  who  succeeded  Abdal- 
lah was  slain,  yet  we  find  their  measures  still  vigor- 
ous and  their  courage  still  unshaken.  I he  daugh- 
ter of  a former  chief,  has  now  the  supreme  com- 
mand, and  as  she  is  a woman  of  extraordinary 
talents,  she  has  infused  into  her  followers  an  en- 
thusiasm that  will  again  lead  them  to  victory.” 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Com.  Stafford  has  succeeded  admiral  Brion  as 
commander  of  the  fleet  at  Margaritta.  He  is  a bold, 
active  and  intelligent  officer,  and  efficiency  is  ex- 
pected of  him.  Of  the  1500  Irish  troops  which  ar- 
rived at  tins  island,  only  500  effective  remain.  They 
are  to  proceed  to  co-operate  with  Bolivar,  “the 
“Washington  of  the  south,”  who,  with  about  8000 
men,  was  said  to  be  advancing  directly  on  the  city  of 
Caracas, 

CUBA. 

Certain  troops  were  recently  sent  from  Havana 
to  quell  an  insurrection  of  the  black  population  at 
St.  Jago-de-Cuba. 

CANADA. 

The  following  extract  from  the  Kingston  Chroni- 
cle, may  shew  the  state  of  trade  in  Canada,  as  well 
as  how  far  it  is  profitable  to  the  mother  country. 
Comment  is  unnecessary. 

Mr.  Editor — In  your  last  paper  you  gave  us  the 
value  of  the  imports  and  exports  at  the  port  of  Que- 
bec for  the  past  year  1819.  I'he  former  you  esti- 
mate at  fourteen  or  fifteen  hundred  tliousand  pounds 
— the  latter  at  seven  hundred  and  thirty  six  thou- 
sand pounds  currency,  't  he  difference  must  be  re- 
mitted in  bdls  of  exchangti«  and  gives  a very  good 


average  of  the  expenditure  of  government  in  these 
provinces.  What  the  situation  of  the  Canadas 
would  be  without  this  increase  sum  spent  by  the 
army  and  navy,  which  during  the  last  year  was  not 
less  tlian  7 00 JdQOl  sterling,  your  readers  may  easily 
perceive  by  looking  at  the  deplorable  condition  of 
New'  York,  the  great  emporium  of  the  United 
Slates.” 


Supreme  Court  of  the  tJ.  States. 

Thursday,  March  2.  --  Tlie  argument  of  the  case 
of  Doghkrtt  against  Blake,  was  continued  by  the 
ATTORNEY  GENERAL  and  Mr.  Kellt,  for  the  defend- 
ant in  error,  and  by  Mr.  Jones,  for  the  plaintiff. 

In  the  opinions  delivered  by  Mr.  Chief  Justice 
Marshall,  .Mr.  Justice  Johnson,  and  Mr.  Justice 
Story,  in  the  several  cases  of  piracy  before  the 
court,  tlie  foiiowdng  points  are  determined: 

1st.  I'hat  the  act  of  congress,  1790,  for  the  pu- 
nishment of  certain  crimes  against  the  United 
States,  is  not  repealed  by  the  recent  act  of  the  3cl 
March,  1819,  entitled  “An  act  to  protect  the  com- 
merce of  the  United  States,  and  punish  tlie  crime 
of  piracy.” 

2.  That  it  is  not  necessary  that  an  indictment,  un- 
der the  act  of  1790,  should  charge  the  prisoner  as  a 
citizen  of  the  United  States,  nor  tiie  crime  as  com- 
mitted on  bo  u’dan  American  vessel;  if  it  charges  it 
to  have  been  committed  from  on  board  an  American 
vessel,  by  a mariner  sailing  on  board  an  American 
vessel. 

3d.  '!  hat  it  is  competent  for  the  jury  to  find 
that  the  piracy  was  committed  on  the  high  seas, 
upon  proof  that  it  was  committed  in  an  open  road- 
stead at  the  island  of  Bonavista. 

4th.  That  the  act  of  1790,  extends  to  a piracy 
committed  by  the  crew  of  a foreign  vessel,  on  a ves- 
sel exclusively  owned  by  persons  not  citizens  of  the 
United  States,  in  a case  where  the  persons  assumed 
the  character  of  pirates,  whereby  they  lost  all  claim 
to  national  character  or  protection. 

5th.  That  a citizen  of  the  United  State.?,  fitting 
out  a vessel  in  a port  of  the  United  States,  really  to 
cruise  against  a power  at  peace  with  the  U.  States, 
is  not  protected  by  a commission  from  a belligerent 
from  punishment  for  any  offence  committed  by  him 
against  vessels  of  the  United  States. 

6th.  It  is  competent  for  the  jury  to  find  tliat  a 
vessel  within  a marine  league  of  the  shore,  at  anchor 
in  an  open  road-stead,  w'here  vessels  only  ride  under 
shelter  of  the  land,  at  a season  when  the  course  of 
the  W’inds  is  invariably  upon  the  high  seas. 

7th.  That  the  words  in  the  8th  section  of  the  act 
of  1790,  “out  of  the  jurisdiction  of  any  particular 
state  must  be  construed  to  mean  out  of  the  juris- 
dictition  of  any  particular  state  of  the  U.  States. 

8th.  That  the  5th  section  of  the  act  of  1819,  fur- 
nishes a sufficient  definition  of  piracy,  and  that  it  is 
defined,  '•^robbery  on  the  high  sees.” 

9th.  That  the  national  character  of  a vessel  is  a 
fact  which  the  jury  may  find  upon  such  evidence 
as  will  satisfy  their  minds,  without  producing  the 
register,  or  proof  of  its  having  been  seen  on  board, 

10th.  I'hat  a mitrder,  committed  by  a foreigner  on 
a foreigner,  on  board  a foreign  vessel,  is  not  pu- 
nishabie  under  tlie  8th  section  of  the  act  of  1790. 

11th.  In  the  case,  of  the  United  States  against 
Smith,  tried  before  the  chief  justice, that  the  offence 
charged  in  the  indictment,  and  found  by  the  jury, 
amounts  to  the  crime  of  piracy,  as  defined  by 
law  of  nations,  so  as  to  be  punishable  under  the  act 
of  1819. 
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12th.  That  a reference  to  the  law  of  nations,  as 
contained  in  the  act  of  1819,  to  dehnethe  crime  of 
piracy,  is  such  a definition  as  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States  requires. 

13th.  In  the  case  of  the  United  States  against 
XHiitock,  tliat  Aury’s  commission  does  not  exempt 
the  prisoner  fi’om  the  charge  of  piracy. 

That,  although  the  fraud  practised  on  the  Dane 
may  not,  in  itself,  support  the  charge  of  piracy,  the 
whole  transaction,  as  stated  in  the  indictment,  and 
in  the  facts  stated  in  the  record,  does  amount  to 
piracy. 

That  the  prisoner  is  punishable  under  the  provi- 
sions of  the  8th  section  of  tlie  act  1790. 

And  that  the  act  of  1790  does  extend  to  all  per- 
sons, on  board  all  vessels  which  throw  off  their  na- 
tional character  by  cruizmp;  piratically,  and  commit-^ 
ting  piracy  on  other  vessels. 

IMPORTANT  DECISION. 

The  following  extract  of  a letter  from  Washingr 
ton,  appears  in  the  Trenton  True  American.  It 
will  be  regarded  in  this  state  as  settling  a question 
of  much  importance,  which  has  occasioned  much 
litigation  and  some  angry  newspaper  discussion. 

“The  supreme  court  of  the  United  States  has 
lately  made  a decison,  which  is  justly  deemed  of 
national  importance.  We  believe  the  following  is 
a correct,  thoug'h  brief  history  of  the  case:  During 
the  late  war,  many  militiamen  of  the  commonwealth 
of  Pennsylvania,  neglected  or  refused  to  perform 
their  tours  of  military  duty,  when  regularly  drafted 
agreeably  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States,  The 
governor  of  the  commonwealth  ordered  courts  mar- 
tial to  be  held  for  the  trial  of  these  delinquents; 
and  these  courts  sentenced  them  to  pay  the  fines 
prescribed  by  law.  The  marshal  and  his  deputies 
proceeded  to  collect  the  fines;  but  many  believing 
that  the  courts  had  been  illegally  constituted,  one 
Houston,  of  I.ancaster  county,  brought  his  action  in 
the  Common  Pleas,  against  deputy  marshal  Moore 
for  damages  sustained  by  the  seizure  and  sale  of  his 
goods  to  make  the  fine  as  aforesaid,  and  recovered. 
The  deputy  marshal  brought  the  case  up  by  writ 
of  error  to  the  Supreme  court  of  Pennsylvania  for 
that  district,  which  reversed  the  judgment  below. 
The  case  was  next  removed  by  writ  of  error,  to  the 
Supreme  court  of  the  United  States;  which,  after' 
solemn  argument,  affirmed  the  judgment  of  the  Su- 
preme court  of  Pennsylvania.”— I'his  not  only  puts 
the  question  at  rest  as  it  regards  the  fines  levied 
and  collected  in  that  state,  but  settles  the  principle 
according  to  the  views  and  wishes  of  the  friends  of 
the  government. 


CONGRESS. 

IN  THE  SENATE, 

The  following  were  the  yeas  and  nays  in  the  se- 
nate, on  the  16th  inst.  on  the  , motion  made  indefi- 
nitely to  postpone  the  consideration  of  the  bank- 
rupt law. 

For  postponement. — Messrs,  Eaton,  Johnson  of  Ky. 
King  of  Alab.  Logan,  Macon,  Morrill,  Noble,  Plea- 
sants, Ruggles,  Smith,  Taylor,  tValker  of  Alab. 
■Williams  of  Ten.  Wilson — 14. 

Against  postponement, — Messrs.  Brown,  Burriil, 
Dana,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Elliot,  Gaillard,  Hunter, 
Johnson  of  Lou.  King  of  N.  Y.  Lanman,  Leake, 
Lloyd,  Lowrie,  Mellen,  Otis,  Parrott,  Pinkney, 
Sanford,  Stokes,  Thomas,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van 
Dyke,  Williams  of  \1is.-25. 

Jlarch  17.  This  day  was  occupied  on  the  bank- 
rupt bill,  and  considerable  progress  was  made  in  its 


details— shewing  a determination  to  pass  a bill  ol^. 
the  subject. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  U.  States,  by  Mr.  J.  J.  Monroe: 

Fo  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 

It  being  stipulated,  by  the  4th  article  of  the  arti- 
cles of  agreement  and  cession,  entered  into  on  the 
24lh  of  April,  1802,  with  the  state  of  Georgia,  that 
the  United  States  should,  at  their  own  expense,  ex- 
tinguish, for  the  use  of  that  state,  as  soon  as  might 
be  done,  on  reasonable  terms,  the  Indian  title  to  all 
lands  within  its  limits;  and  the  legislature  of  Geor- 
being  desirous  of  making  a further  acquisition  of 
, said  lands  at  this  time,  presuming  that  it  may  be 
done  on  reasonable  terms;  and  it  being  also  repre- 
sented, that  property  of  considerable  value  which 
had  been  taken  by  the  Creek  and  Cherokee  Indians 
from  citizens  of  Georgia,  the  restoration  of  which 
had  been  provided  for  by  different  ti*eaties,  but 
which  has  never  been  made,  it  is  proposed  to  hold 
a treaty  with  those  nations,  and  more  particularly 
with  the  Creeks,  in  the  course  of  this  summer,  for 
the  attainment  of  these  objects.  I submit  the  sub- 
ject for  the  Qonsideration  of  congress,  that  a sum, 
adequate  to  the  expense  attending  such  treaty,  may 
be  appropriated,  should  congress  deem  it  expedient. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  March  17th,  1820 

A mes.sage  was  also  received  from  the  president, 
of  the  United  States,  transmitting  a report  of  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury,  accompanied  bj’^^  state- 
ments of  the  annual  expenditures  made  in  the  con- 
struction of  the  Cumberland  road,  from  the  year 
1806  to  1820, 

[By  the  report  thus  transrpitted,  it  appears  that 
this  noble  undertaking,  the  Cumberland  road,  has 
cost,  up  to  this  date,  1,514,281  dollars;  and  that  the 
completion  of  the  contract  now  entered  into  with 
J.  Kinkaid  & Co.  for  completely  finishing  said  road, 
requires  a furtiier  expenditure  of  141,589  dollars. 
So  that  the  whole  cost  of  the  road  will  have  been 
1,655,870  dollars.] 

Mr.  Ruggles,  according  to  notice,  having  ob- 
tained leave,  introduced  a bill  granting  to  the  state 
of  Ohio  the  pre-emption  right  to  certain  sections  of 
land, 

Mr^  Otis,  laid  on  the  table  the  following  resolu- 
tion: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  senate,  and 
the  speaker  of  the  house,  do  adjourn  their  respec- 
tive houses  on  Monday  the  10th  day  of  April  nex^t. 

And  the  senate  adjourned  to  Monday, 

March  20,  The  president  communicated  a let- 
ter from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmit- 
ting, in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  l3th  inst, 
a statement  of  the  lands  sold,  tlie  amount  remaining 
unsold,  &c.  in.  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illi- 
nois. :• 

The  engrossed  bill  to  make  compensation  for 
horses  and  other  property  lost,  captiu’ed  or  de- 
stroyed in  the  Seminole  war,  was  read  a third  time. 

Considerable  debate  followed — finally  the  bill  was 
passed  and  sent  to  the  house  of  representatives. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  by  ' r,  J.  J.  Monroe, 
To  the  senate  of  the  United  States. 

In  compliance  with  a resolution  of  the  senate,  of 
the  16th  of  February,  1820,  requesting  me  to  cause 
to  be  laid  before  it  “abstracts  of  the  bonds,  or  other 
securities,  given  under  the  laws  of  the  U.  States,  by 
tlie  collectors  of , the  customs,  receivers  of  public 
monies  for  lands,  and  registers  for  public  lands; 
paymasters  in  the  army  and  pui’sers  in  the  navy, 
who  are  now  in  office,  or  who  have  heretofore  been 
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in  office,  and  whose  accounts  remain  unsettled:  to- 
gether with  a statement  of  such  other  facts  as  may 
tend  to  shew  the  expediency  or  inexpediency  of  so 
far  altering  the  laws  respecting  such  officers,  that 
they  may  hereafter  be  appointed  for  limited  pe- 
riods, subject  to  removal  as  heretofore,”  I transmit 
to  the  senate  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  which,  with  the  doccuments  accompany- 
ing it,  will  afford  all  the  information  required. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Was/ungt07j,  JVTarch  20, 1820. 

The  message  was  read,  and,  with  the  documents, 
ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  resolution  offered  by  Mr.  OtiSy  on  Friday, 
fixing  a day  for  the  adjournment  of  congress,  was 
on  his  motion,  postponed  to  Thursday. 

The  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bankrupt  bill,  and  made  some  further  progress  on 
it  in  committee  of  the  whole.  After  which. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

March  21.  Tlie  following  resolution  submitted 
yesterday  by!  Mr.  Burrill  was  taken  up  for  consider 
ration;  and  after  some  remarks  agreed  to: 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be  requested  to  lay  before  the  senate,  copies  of  the 
correspondence  between  the  ministers  or  other 
agents  of  the  United  States,  and  the  ministers  or 
government  of  Sweden,  relative  to  seizures,  seques- 
trations, or  confiscations  of  the  ships  or  other  pro- 
perty of  citizens  of  the  United  States,  under  the 
authority  of  Sweden  or  of  France,  while  ^he  French 
were  in  possession  of  Pomerania  or  other  territo- 
ries of  Sweden;  or  of  so  much  of  said  corresponr 
dence  as  may,  in  the  opinion  of  the  president,  be 
communicated  without  injury  to  the  public  interest, 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  rule 
proposed  some  days  ago  by  Mr.  King,  of  New  York, 
prescribing  what  persons  shall  be  admitted  on  the 
floor  of  the  senate,  and  after  spme  discussion  of  it, 
and  of  sundry  amendments  offered— -the  proposition 
was  postponed  to  a day  beyond  the  session. 

Mr.  Stokes  laid  on  the  talsle  the  following  resolu- 
tion.- 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  public  build- 
ings be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
enlarging  the  senate  chamber,  so  as  to  render  them 
suitable  for  the  comfortable  and  convenient  accom- 
modation of  such  persons  as  may  think  proper  to 
attend  th,e  deliberations  of  the  senate. 

The  senate  again  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bankrupt  bill — after  some  time  spent  therein, 
the  bill  was  postponed  until  to-morrow. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  bill  for  the  better 
organization  of  the  treasury,  (for  the  appointment 
of  a solicitor,  and  for  the  prompt  recovery  of  debts 
due  the  government;)  and 

After  being,  some  time  occupied  in  executive 
business; 

The  senate  adjourned. 

March  22.— The  president  communicated  to  the 
senate  the  following  report  from  the  secretary  of 
state. 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom,  on  the  6th  of 
Febru^y,  1819,  by  a resolution  of  the  senate,  the 
roemor‘ial  of  James  Smith,  and  others,  was  referred, 
to  consider  and  report  thereon,  has  the  honor  of 
submitting  the  following  report. 

The  claims  of  the  memorialists  belong  to  a class 
which,  among  many  others,  has  been  repeatedly, 
and  very  earnestly,  pressed  Upon  the  attention  of 
the  government  of  France.  Copies  are  herewith 
submitted  to  the  senate  of  the  correspondence  be- 
tween the  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Paris,  and 
the  minister  of  foreign  relations,  upon  this  subject, 


before  and  since  the  reference  of  the  memorial  to 
this  department.  From  the  grounds  of  resistance 
to  the  claims  most  recently  assumed  on  the  part  of 
the  French  government,  it  would  appear,  that  any 
relief  which  the  memorialists  may  be  entitled  to 
expect,  can  result  only  from  measures  within  the 
exclusive  competency  of  the  legislative  authority. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 
Repavhnent  of  State,  W ashington,  J^larch  20. 

After  some  other  business — the  sen.ate,  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  resumed  the  consideration  of 
the  bankrupt  bill— some  proceedings  thereon  were 
had— and  then,  it  was  postponed  till  to-morrow. 

Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  committee  on  finance,  to 
whom  was  referred  the  military  appropriation  bill 
from  the  house  of  representatives,  reported  the 
same  with  sundi*y  amendments,  (the  principal  one, 
to  increase  the  appropriation  for  the  quarter-mas- 
ter general’s  department  [Missouri  expedition] 
to  500,000  dollars),  which  amendments  were  read, 
and,  together  with  sundry  documents  accompany- 
ing the  report,  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  on  the  bill  supple- 
mentary to  the  several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of 
land  titles  in  Louisiana,  Missouri  and  Arkansaw.  Not 
decided  upon. 

HOUSE  OF  BEPHESENTATIVES. 

Tuesday  March  17.  The  bills  from  the  senate 
for  the  relief  of  F.  Goetz,  and  G.  Godfrey,  being 
reported  on  by  the  comimttee  of  claims,  were  in- 
definitely postponed. 

Mr.  Robertson  submitted  the  following  joint  re- 
solution foi-  consideration: 

Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives, &c.  That  the  consent  of  congress  be,  and 
the  same  is  hereby  given  to  a contract  or  agree- 
ment made  and  concluded  by  and  between  the 
states  of  Kentucky  and  Tennessee,  at  Frankfort,  in 
Kentucky,  on  tfie  2d  day  of  February  1820,  to  a.d- 
just  and  establish  the  boundary  line  between  them. 

The  resolve  was  read  twice  and  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  authorize  the  secretary  of 
state,  tp  cause  the  laws  of  the  Michigan  territory  to 
be  printed  and  distributed,  \vas  read  a tliird  tiine, 
passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate. 

The  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr  Beecher  in  the  chair,  on  the 
appropriation  bill  for  defraying  the  civil  expenses 
of  the  government. 

Considerable  progress  was  made  in  the  bill,  and. 
finally,  it  was  reported  to  the  house.  The  question 
to  concur  in  filling  up  the  blank  with  100,000  on 
account  of  the  great  Cumberland  road  again  oc- 
curring was  agreed  to— 90  to  66. 

Some  objection  was  made,  to  paying  col.  Trum- 
bull 6000  dollars  on  account  of  certain  paintings, 
because  the  2nd  is  not  yet  delivered,  and  therefore 
as  not  being  due.  But  the  appropriation  was 
agreed  to— 76  to  54. 

Saturday,  March  18.  T’he  bill  from  the  senate  to 
suspend,  for  a further  time,  the  sale  or  forfeiture  of 
lands  for  failure  of  completing  the  payments  there- 
on, was  laid  on  the  table — ayes  66,  noes  52. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  committee  on  the  public 
lands,  t©  whom  had  been  referred  the  bill  t©  ciiange 
the  mode  of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  (from 
credit  to  cash,  &c.)  reported  the  same  with  amend- 
ments. 

[The  amendments  propose  to  strike  out  all  that 
part  of  the  bill  which  change  the  sales  from  credit 
to  cash  payments.] 

After  a short  discussion,  as  to  the  proper  dispo. 
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sitiou  of  the  bill,  it  was  committed  to  a committee  of 
the  whole  house. 

The  ent^rossed  bill  making*  appropriations  for 
the  support  ot  government  for  the  year  1820,  was 
read  the  tiiird  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate 
for  concurrence. 

I'he  Ihll  making  appropriations  for  the  centre 
building  of  the  capitol,  and  for  other  purposes,  pas- 
sed through  a c;mimittee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Beecher 
in  the  chair;  the  sums  inserted  by  the  committee, 
(111,789  dollars,  for  the  centre  budding,)  agreed 
to  b}’  the  house,  and  the  biil  was  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a thiru  readmg*. 

'rhe  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  'dr.  Beecher  in  the  cliair,  on  the  bill 
to  amend  the  act  of  March  18,  1818,  providing  pen- 
sions for  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  ser- 
vice in  the  revolutionary  war. 

[The  remainder  of  the  day  was  spent  on  this  mat- 
ter. i here  have  been  great  abuses  of  the  law, 
which  a resolution  is  manifested  to  correct;  as  well 
as  to  limit  its  duration  to  certain  periods,  and  to  les- 
sen tiie  amounts  now  paid  to  officers,  after  certain 
times:  so  that  no  one  shall  be  entitled  to  a pension 
for  life,  or  at  a higher  rate  than  72  dollars  per  an- 
num, wim  did  not  serve  three  years,  &c.  Mr  Bar- 
hour  moved  a substitute  for  the  bill  -which  was 
to  repeal  the  law,  as  to  all  those  who  had  served  for 
a term  less  than  three  years,  after  they  shall  have 
received  their  pensions  for  two  years,  and  to  con- 
tinue pensions  for  life,  to  all  those  who  had  served 
three  years  and  upwards,  to  officers  and  sold^iers  an 
equal  sum,  after  they  also  shall  have  received  two 
years  pension  according  to  the  act  of  1818.  T he 
Jiroposilion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Culpepper  and  An- 
derson, of  Ky. — but  the  committee  rose  while  it 
was  under  consideration  and  reported  progress,  &c. 

Amd  the  house  adjourned 

Monday,  March  20.  A bill  was  reported  from 
the  committee  of  naval  affairs,  the  object  of  which 
is  so  to  amend  the  act  for  the  government  of  the  na- 
vy, as  to  authorize  an  extension  of  the  present  term 
of  enlistment  of  seamen. 

Mr.  Pindall  reported  a bill,  the  object  of  which 
is  to  amend  the  acts  authorizing  the  publication  of 
the  laws  of  the  United  States,  so  as  to  confine  the 
publication  of  them  in  25  newspapers  in  the  states, 
and  one  in  this  district,  and  to  abolish  the  compen- 
sation now  allowed  by  law  for.  that  service. 

Th^se  bills  were  twice  read  and  committed. 

Mr.  Storrs,  from  the  committee  on  roads  and 
canals,  reported  abill  to  authorize  the  erection  of 
toll  houses,  gates  and  turnpikes  on  the  national  road, 
leading  from  Cumberland  in  the  state  of  Maryland, 
to  the’  river  Ohio,  and  fixing  the  rate  of  toll  there- 
on. The  gates  are  nof  to  exceed  12,  nor  to  be  less 
than  6,  and  to  be  erected  at  a distance,  of  not  less 
than  10  miles  from  each  other.  I he  toll  at  each 
gate  is  proposed  to  be  as  follows; — for  each  score  of 
sheep  or  swine,  six  cents;  for  each  score  of  cattle, 
twelve  cents;  for  every  charriot,  coach,  coachee,  or 
phaeton,  twenty-five  cents;  for  every  stage,  wagon, 
or  otherfour-wheeled  carriage  for  the  conveyance  of 
passengers,  drawn  by  four  horses,  twelve  cents;  for 
every  cart,  sleigh,  or  sled,  drawn  by  two  oxen  or 
horses,  six  cents;  and  for  every  additional  horse  or 
ox  two  cents;  for  every  wagon  drawn  by  two  liorses, 
eight  cents;  and  for  'every  additional  horse,  four 
cents;  for  each  person  and  liorse  six  cents,  for  each 
chaise,  stdkv,  or  one  horse  wagon,  six  cents. 

This  bill  having  been  read,  and  its  second  reading 
being  in  due  course  proposed  — 

Mr.  Barbour  moved  to  re  ject  the  bilk 

This  motion  gave  use  to  a short  debate,  in  the 


course  of  which  it  was  supported  by  Mr.  Barbour 
and  Mr.  Randolph,  and  opposed  by  Mr.  Hardin,  Mr. 
Livermore,  and  Mr.  Ballard  Smith. 

Finally,  the  question  on  the  motion  to  reject  the 
bill  was  then  put  in  this  form — <‘Shall  this  bill  be 
rejected?*’  on  which  the  votes  were  as  follows: 

YEA.S— Messrs.  Adams,  Alexander,  Ailei.,  of  N.  Y.  Archer,  of 
Va.  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Bryan,  Burwi-il,  Cla^ett,  Cobb,  Cook, 
Earle,  Edwards,  of  Penn.  Edwards,  of  N.  C.  Floyd.  Folger,  Foot, 
Forrest,  Hall,  of  North  Carolina,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Johnson, 
Kent,  McCoy,  McCreary,  Meigs,  Neale,  Nelson, of  Va.  Parker,  of 
Va.  Phelps,  Randolph,  Rhea,  Richards.  Sampson,  Settle,  Shaw, 
A.  Smyth,  of  Va.  Smith  of  N.  C.  Strother,  Swearingen,  Tucker, 
of  Va.  Tucker,  of  S.  C.  Walker,  Warfield,  Wiliianis,  of  Va.  Wil- 
liams of  N.  C.— 47. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Abbot,  Allen  of  Tcnn.  Baldwin,  Bateman,  Beech- 
er, Bloomfield,  Boden.  Brush,  Butit  r,  of  N.  H.  Butler,  of  Lou. 
Cantpbell,  Cannoq,  Case,  Clark,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford.  Crowell, 
Culpepper,  Cushnian,  Cuthbert,  Darlington,  Davidson.  Dennison, 
Dewitt,  Dickiuson  Dowse,  Eddy,  Edwards,  of  Con.  Fay,  Fisher, 
Ford,  Fuller,  Fullerton,  Gross,  N.  Y.  Grots,  of  Penn.  Hackley, 
Hall.ofN.  Y.  Hall,  of  Del.  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hendricks,  Herrick, 
Hibsham,  Hill,  Hostetter,  Jpnes,of  Tenn.  Kendall,  Kinsey,  Kins- 
ley, Latiirop,  Little,  l.inculn,  Linn,  Livermore,  Lotvndes,  Lyman, 
Maclay,  M‘Lane,  of  Del.  M’Lean,  of  Ken.  Mallary,  Marchand,  Ma- 
son, Meech,  Merccr,  Metcalf,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monel,  Morton, 
Murray,  Nelson,  of  Mass.  Newton,  Parker,  of  Mass.  Patterson, 
Philsott,  Pindall,  Pitcher,  Piumer,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rich,  Richmond 
Ringgold,  Rogers,  Ross,  Russ,  Silsbee,  Simkins,  Sloan,  Slocumt^ 
Smith,  of  N.  J.  Smith,  ot  Md.  B.  Smith,  of  Va.  Southard,  Stevens, 
Storrs,  Street,  Strong,  of  Vt.  Strong, of  N.  Y.  Tarr.  Taylor,  Terrill, 
Tomlinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  TrimUe,  Upbam,  Wallace,  Wen- 
dover.  Wood.— 11 1. 

So  the  house  refused  to  reject  the  bill;  and  it  was 
twice  read,  and  referred  to  a committee  of  whole. 

The  engrossed  bill  appropriating  money  for  con- 
tinuing the  centre  building  of  the  capitol  was  read 
a third  time,  passed,  without  debate  or  division,  and 
sent  to  the  senate. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  in  de- 
bating the  biil  for  amending  the  pension  law,  and 
the  proposition  of  Mr.  Barbour  to  substitute  for  it  a 
different  bill.  Messrs.  Rdd,  Hill,  Fuller,  Trimble, 
Barbour,  Livermore,  and  Bloomfield,  engaged  in  the 
bill:  among  whom  Mr.  Hill,  Mr.  Fuller,  and  Mr. 
Ijivermore,  earnestly  opposed  any  invasion  of  the 
present  pension  law,  though  willing  to  make  any 
necessary  amendment  to  its  details.  Mr.  Fuller 
spoke  on  the  subject  considerably  at  large. 

Before  conaing  to  any  decision  on  the  subjects 
the  committee  rose  and  reported  progress — and 

The  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday, Mar ch2\.  Mr.  Meiys  from  the  commit- 
tee made  a report  on  the  public  buildings — (which ' 
is  long  and  not  of  immediate  interest  and  was  post- 
poned until  next  week.]  It  is  in  favor  of  completing 
the  capitol  as  fast  as  it  can  be  conveniently  done. 

Mr.  Stotrs,  froni  the  committee  on  roads  and  ca-f 
nals  to  whom  the  subject  was  referred,  made  a re- 
port, of  which  the  following  is  the  resolution  re- 
commended by  the  committee  for  the  adoption  of 
the  house, 

‘^Resolved,  That  the  committee  op  roads  and  ca- 
nals be  dischargedMrom  the  further  consideration 
of  the  communication  to  this  house  from  the  secre- 
tary of  the  department  of  the  navy,  on  the  18th  day 
of  January  last,  and  the  petition  of  the  inhabitants  of 
the  borough  of  Erie,  in  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
relative  to  the  improvement  of  the  harbor  of 
Erie.^’ 

'file  house  concurred  in  the  report. 

A like  report  was  made  and  concurred  in,  with 
respect  to  several  petitions  praying  the  aid  of  con- 
gress in  the  construction  and  improvement  of  cer- 
tain roads. 

Mr.  Southard,  from  the  committee  to  whom  had 
been  referred  tbe  senate’s  bill  “for  the  better  regu- 
lation of  the  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes,”  reported 
the  same  witliout  amendment;  and  it  was  referred 
to  a committee  of  the  whole. 

The  house  tiicn  again  resolved  itself  into,  a com- 
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iluttee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Beecher  in  the  chair,  on 
the  bill  to  amend  the  revolutionary  pension  law. 

Various  amendments  were  offered,  proposing  all 
sorts  of  modifications  of  the  present  law;  all  which 
were  successively  rejected. 

Until  at  length  a motion  was  made  to  strike  out 
^he  whole  of  the  bill  except  the  enacting  clause,  so 
as  to  leave  a blank  to  be  filled  with  any  thing  the 
house  should  chuse. 

This  motion  was  agreed  to  (at  about  the  usual 
hour  of  adjournment)  by  a vote  of  7^5  to  41. 

The  committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  the  chairman  asked  the  usual  leave  to  sit 
again. 

Before  it  was  granted,  however,  a motron  was 
made  to  adjourn,  and  was  carried. 

[As  to  the  bill  respecting  revolutionary  pensions 
the  National  Intelligencer  observes— This  subject 
has  occupied  much  of  the  time  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives for  several  days  past.  It  appears 
probable,  at  present,  that  the  pension  law  will  not 
be  touched  at  all;  not  that  it  is  not  acknowledged 
that  frauds  more  or  less  numerous  may  have  been 
committed  under  it;  but  that  it  is  supposed  no  pre- 
caution  will  prevent  them.  The  bill  reported  with 
that  view  is  now  amended  so  as  to  be  completely  a 
blank;  and  it  is  doubtful  whether  that  blank  will  be 
filled  with  any  thing  or  not.] 

Wednesday,  March  22.  Mr.  Baldwin,  froni  the 
committee  ©n  manufactures,  reported  “a  bill  to 
regulate  the  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses.” 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

[Of  this  bill,  the  jYational  Intelligencer,  ob- 
serves:— “A  bill  was  reported  in  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives yesterday,  embracing  provisions  of 
great  importance  to  the  commercial,  as  well  as  to 
the  manufacturing  interests:  It  proposes  a revision 
of  the  tariff  of  duties  on  imports,  to  take  place  on 
the  30th  June  next.  ?'he  bill  is  of  too  great  length 
to  allow  of  its  immediate  publication;  but  we  ge- 
ther,  generally,  from  a hasty  glance  at  it,  that  it 
proposes  a small  increase  of  the  present  duties, 
and,  on  the  present  rate  of  duties,  on  coarse  wool- 
lens and  cottons,  an  increase  at  the  rate  of  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty  three  and  a tlurd  per  cent.] 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  transmitting  the  an- 
nual statement  of  imports  into  the  United  States, 
(for  the  year  1818.) 

The  rest  of  the  time  of  this  day’s  sitting  was  oc- 
cupied with  the  bill  to  amend  the  revolutionary 
pension  law.  It  finally  assumed  a shape  in  which  it 
will  probably  pass-^the  main  provision  is,  that  no 
person  shall  hereafter  receive  a pension,  who  has  an 
income  equal  to  §100  per  annum,  or  an  estate  of 
the  value  of  §200.  Means  to  ascertain  the  facts 
are  laid  down. 

THUUSDAT’s  PROCEEDTJfOS. 

The  senate  was  occupied  very  busily  this  day  on 
various  matters — the  proceedings  shall  be  noticed 
hereafter — the  bill,  supplementary  to  the  several 
acts  about  land  claims  in  Louisiana,  (as  purchased 
by  the  U.  S.)  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

In  the  house  of  represejitatives,  as  soon  as  the  sit- 
ting was  opened,  Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and,  after 
some  fieeling  remarks,  expressive  of  the  grief  with 
which  he  was  filled,  by  the  recent  melancholy  oc- 
currence of  the  death  of  that  distinguished  naval 
officer,  commodore  Decatur,  which  he  rather  al- 
luded to,  than  announced,  called  the  attention  of 
the  house  to  sundry  resolutions,  the  import  of 
which  was,  that,  when  it  adjourns,  it  will  adjourn  to 


meet  again  on  Saturday;  that  it  will  attend  the  fu- 
neral of  the  late  com.  Decatur  on  to-morrow;  and 
that  its  members  will,  in  respect  to  the  memory  of 
the  deceased,  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm,  for  the 
remainder  of  this  session. 

A division  of  the  resolutions  being  requested,  Mr, 
R.  said  he  would  withdraw  them,  if  there  was  any 
objection. 

Mr.  Taylor  of  New  York  said  that,  in  opposing 
this  motion,  he  felt  it  due  to  himself,  to  state  that, 
in  respect  for  the  memory  apd  public  services  of 
the  deceased,  he  yielded  to  no  member  of  this 
house — not  even  to  the  honorable  gentleman  from 
Virginia.  But  it  is  with  the  most  painful  regret 
(says  Mr.  T.)  lam  constrained  to  say,  that  he  died 
in  the  violation  of  the  laws  of  God  and  his  country. 
I therefore  cannot  consent,  however  deeply  his  loss 
is  deplored  by  this  house,  in  common  with  the  na- 
tion, to  vote  the  distinguished  and  unusual  honors 
proposed  by  these  resolutions. 

Mr.  Randolph  then  withdrew  tlie  resolves  he  had 
offered;  and  moved  that  the  house  do  now  adjourn. 

The  question  on  this  motion  was  taken,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  and  it  was  decided  in  the  negative  by  83 
votes  to  50. 

Nothing  else  transacted  this  day  which  it  is  need- 
ful to  detain  the  press  for. 


CHRONICLE. 

Com.  Decahir.  An  account  of  his  duel  with  com, 
Barron  is  inserted  in  the  first  page  of  this  number. 
His  remains  were  to  be  interred  last  evening,  (Fri- 
day) with  the  most  respectful  forms.  All  the  pub- 
lie  officers  at  Washington,  including  the  president 
of  the  United  States,  were  to  join  the  procession, 
with  the  foreign  ministers,  &c.  his  pall  to  be  sup- 
ported by  naval  officers,  with  the  exception  of  gens. 
Brown  2cx\d  Jessup.  Particulars  hereafter.  Had  the  ho- 
nors proposed  in  the  house  of  representatives  ever 
been  granted  except  to  a member  of  congress,  it  is 
thought  they  would  have  been  bestowed  on  the  me- 
mory of  the  gallant  and  much  esteemed  Decatur. 

The  Supreme  court  of  the  United  States  adjourn- 
ed sine  die,  on  Friday  the  17th  inst. 

Gen.  Kosciusko,  by  his  will,  placed  in  the  hands  of 
Mr.  Jefferson,  a sum  exceeding  twenty  thousand 
dollars,  to  be  laid  out  in  the  purchase  of  young  fe- 
male slaves  who  were  to  be  educated  and  emanci- 
pated. The  laws  of  Va.  have  prevented  the  will  of 
Kosciusko  frpm  being  carried  into  effect. 

Married,  on  Thursday  evening,  the  9th  instant, 
Samuel  L.  Gouverneur,  esq.  of  N.  Y.  to  Miss  Maria 
Hester  Monroe,  youngest  daughter  of  the  president 
of  the  United  States. 

T'he  United  States  schooner  Hornet  has  arrived  at 
Norfolk.  The  seamen  impressed  at  Havana  was 
not  given  up,  as  stated  in  the  papers — but  we  have 
no  further  particulars. 

The  Congress  frigate,  capt.  Henley,  arrived  at 
T.intin,  China  River,  on  the  2nd  Nov,  last,  from 
Rio  Janeiro.  She  had  experienced  very  boister- 
ous weather  in  the  China  seas.  Some  of  her  crew 
were  a little  indisposed  in  consequence  of  bad  wa- 
ter, but  on  the  recovery.  The  officers  were  all 
well. 

Ideut.  Percival,  of  the  United  States  frigate  Ma- 
cedonian, arrived  at  Norfolk  a few  days  ago,  by 
way  of  Havana.  He  left  the  frigate  at  Panama  on 
the  9th  of  Jan.  and  crossed  over  land  to  Chagre. 
Captain  Downes  and  crew  all  well. 

Commodore  M'lcdonough.  We  learn,  with  great 
pleasure, that  capt.  Maednnough  hns  been  appoint- 
ed to  coraittand  the  line  of  battle  ship  now  btiilding 
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at  New-York,  when  she  shall  be  in  a state  to  receive 
her  commander.  Capt.  Macdonou^h  having  be- 
come sensible  that  the  course  pursued  by  the  court 
martial,  of  which  he  was  a member,  and  which  led 
to  the  officers  composing  said  court  being  ordered 
})ome,  was  incorrect,  with  that  magnanimity  which 
bespeaks  a great  mind,  acknowledged  his  error  to 
the  chief  of  the  navy  department,  who  has  taken 
the  earliest  opportunity  oi  restoring  this  gallajit  of- 
licer  to  the  service.  This  appointment  will  of 
course  afford  additional  pleasure,  when  it  is  recol- 
lected thatit  is  made  without  impairing  that  subor- 
dination, which  is  so  essential  to  our  naval  ser- 
vice.— A''at.  hit. 

Marne.  The  people  are  busily  preparing  to  suit 
themselves  to  their  new  condition.  Gen.  King  is 
the  onlv  candidate  named  for  governor. 

JVeivYork.  A committee  of  the  senate  of  New 
York  has  made  a long  report  on  the  subject  of  Mr. 
Tompkins’ accounts.  The  conduct  of  the  comp- 
troller Is  severely  condemned— they  say  that  “he 
disregarded  the  authority  of  the  legislature,  and 
acted’  in  disobedience  to  its  laws.”  A balance  of 
gll,8O0  is  reported  in  favor  of  D.  D.  Tompkins.  It 
Spears  by  a correspondence  published,  that  Mr. 
T.  is  willing  to  meet  the  arrangement,  and  even, 
in*  addition  to  his  “other  sacrifices,”  to  give  up 
the  sum  so  awarded  in  his  favor,  that  a final  adjust- 
ment may  be  made.  Oj^’The  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  of  the  house  of  assembly,  have  made  an 
elaborate  report  on  the  same  subject,  and  fully  jus- 
tify the  comptroller  in  all  his  proceedings  in  relation 

thereto.  . , -x 

Pirates.  We  are  informed  from  good  authority 
that  nearly  thirty  convicts  in  the  United  States  are 
at  this  time  under  sentence  of  death  for  piracy — a 
number  of  v/hom  will  probably  undergo  the  awful 
sentence  of  the  law. — Wash.  City  Gaz. 


National  Currency, 

BEPOUT  OF  THE  SECRUTART  OF  THE  TREASUl^T. 

[ Concluded  from  page  45.] 

As  the  measures  which  have  been  adopted  by 
England,  and  several  of  the  continental  states  of 
Europe,  for  returning  to  a metallic  currency  ad- 
vance, the  interests  of  those  states,  which  have  ad- 
hered to  it,  will  be  affected.  Whilst  gold  and  sil- 
ver were,  in  the  former  states,  dispensed  with  as 
coin,  they  were  sought  for  merely  as  commodities. 
The  quantity  necessary  for  their  manufactures  Was 
readily  obtained,  without  deranging,  in  any  serious 
degree,  the  currency  of  other  states. 

it  has  been  estimated,  that  from  eighty  to  one 
hundred  and  twenty  millions  of  dollars  were  neces- 
sary to  England.  Taking  the  mean  sum,  and  ad- 
mitting that  the  other  European  states  engaged  in 
the  same  effort,  require  an  equal  amount,  a supply 
®f  two  hundred  millions  of  dollars  is  necessary. 

The  commencement  of  the  mca.sures  necessary 
to  obtain  that  portion  of  this  sum  which  cannot,  in 
a short  time,  be  drawn  from  the  annual  product  of 
the  mines,  may  not  be  immediately  felt  by  other 
states.  But,  when  these  measures  approach  their 
eomplction;  wlien  a large  quantity  of  gold  and  sil- 
ver is  necessarily  withdrawn  from  the  currency  of 
®ther  states,  the  price  of  specie  will,  in  the  latter 
appreciate,  and  the  price  of  all  commodities  v/ill 
decline.  All  the  evils  incident  to  an  appreciating 
currency  will  be  felt  in  those  states,  though  in  a 
less  degree  than  where  a paper  currency  had  been 
exclusively  adopted.  'Die  example  presented  by 
the  return  to  a metallic  currency  in  France,  even 
it)  the  midst  of  a revolution,  which  probably  had 


some  influence  upon  the  decision  of  this  question 
by  other  states,  is  believed  to  be,  in  no  degree  ana- 
lagous  in  its  principal  circumstances.  At  the  pre- 
cise period  that  this  change  was  operating,  Eng- 
land, and  the  principal  continental  states,  abandon- 
ed the  precious  metals  as  currency.  The  supply 
demanded  by  France,  was  not  only  athandj  but  was 
seeking  the  very  employment  which  that  change 
had  made  indispensable.  At  the  same  time,  im- 
mense sums  were  brought  into  France  by  her  con- 
quering armies,  which,  being  raised  by  military 
contributions  laid,  in  some  degree,  rendered  are- 
sort  to  paper  currency,  in  the  invaded  states,  ne- 
eessary.  At  present,  the  civilized  world  is  at  peace, 
and  each  state  is  endeavoring,  by  systematic  mea- 
sures, to  secure  toitself  a just  participation  of  the 
benefits  of  equal  and  reciprocal  commerce.  The 
states  which  are  now  attempting  to'  return  to  a 
metallic  currency,  will  findinuch  greater  difficulty 
in  effecting  this  change,  than  was  experienced  by 
France. 

The  demand  for  gold  and  silver,  as  the  medium 
of  exchange,  cannot  be  supplied  until  the  price  of 
all  exCbangeable  articles  has  fallen  in  proportion  to 
the  reduction  of  the  currencyj  which  the  abandon- 
ment of  paper  must  produce.  It  is  even  probable, 
as  has  been  before  suggested,  that  after  the  price 
Of  commodities  and  of  labor  shall  have  fallen,  so  as 
to  bear  a just  proportion  to  the  currency  which  is  to 
be  employed  in  effecting  the  necessary  OSchanges, 
that  the  currency  will  continue  gradually  to  ap- 
preciate. This,  however,  is  matter  of  conjecture. 
It  depends  entirely  upon  the  fact,  whether  the  an- 
nual produce  of  the  mines,  after  furnishing  the 
quantity  necessary  for  the  consumption  of  the  pre- 
cious metals  in  manufactures,  will  be  equal  to  the' 
increased  demand  for  currency,  arising  from  the  in- 
crease of  exchangeable  commodities  throughout 
the  world.  The  great  advancement  in  the  arts 
and  sciences — the  rapid  improvement  in  machine- 
ry, which  characterise  the  present  age,  acting' 
through  a long  succession  of  ages,  cannot  fail  to 
augment,  in  an  astonishing  degree,  all  the  products 
of  human  industry. 

It  may 5-  however,  be  urged,  that  the  same  im- 
provements will  augment,  in  an  equal  degree,  the 
product  of  the  mines;  and  that,  therefore,  the 
quantity  of  the  precious  metals  in  the  world  will 
continue  to  bear,  to  other  commadities,  the  same 
relation  which  they  may  assume  when  the  return  to 
a metallic  currency  is  effected.  This  may  be  true^ 
but,  so  far  as  it  depends  upon  the  general  principle, 
that  the  supply  of  all  articles  is  regulated  by  the 
demand,  there  is  reasonable  ground  of  doubt.  The 
maxim,  although  good  as  a general  rule,  admits  of 
exceptions.  A demand  beyond  the  supply,  in- 
creases the  price  of  the  thing  demanded,  and  ir- 
vites  to  the  investment  of  additional  capital  in  its 
production.  But,  when  the  article  demanded  is  to 
be  produced  from  a material,  which  no  investment 
of  capital — no  application  of  skill  can  augment, 
the  only  effect  of  such  investment  and  application, 
is  to  produce  the  most  which  the  material  has  the 
capacity  to  furnish.  Such,  in  fact,  is  the  case  of 
gold  and  silver.  'I'he  material  from  which  they 
are  made,  is  limited  in  quantity,  which  neither  ca- 
pital nor  skill  can  augment.  It  is  probable  that 
the  improvements  in  machinery,  and  the  art  of  re- 
fining, will  be  counterbalanced  by  the  exhaustion 
of  the  mines,  or  the  difficulty  of  working  them, 
arising  from  the  depth  and  extent  of  their  excava- 
tions. It  is  therefore  possible,  that  the  demand  for 
the  precious  metals,  for  currency  and  for  mamifac' 
tures,  may  exceed  the  production  of  tlie  mines," 
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Previously  to  entering  upon  the  irnmediate  dis- 
cussion of  the  practicability  of  substituting  a paper 
for  a metallic  currency,  it  is  proper  to  observe, 
that  gold  and  silver  derive  part  of  the  uniformity 
of  value  which  has  been  ascribed  to  them,  from  the 
general  consent  of  civilized  states  to  employ  them 
as  the  standard  of  value.  Should  they  cease  to  be 
used  for  that  purpose,  they  would  become  more  va- 
riable in  their  value,  and  would  be  regulate^*  like 
all  other  articles,  by  the  demand  for  them,  compar- 
ed with  the  supply  in  any  given  market.  It  is  pre- 
sumed that,  if  they  should  cease  to  be  employed  as 
the  standard  of  value  by  several  states,  their  unifor- 
mity in  value  would  be  in  some  degree  affected, 
not  only  in  those  states  where  they  were  consider- 
ed as  mere  commodities,  but  in  those  Where  still 
employed  as  currency.  Whenever,  as  commodi- 
ties, they  should  rise  in  value,  a drain  would  take 
place  from  the  currency  of  other  states;  and  when 
they  should  fall  in  value,  as  commodities,  they  should 
seek  employment  as  currency,  and  render,  in  some 
degree  redundant,  the  currency  of  the  states  where 
they  are  employed.  After  making  due  allowance 
for  the  depreciation  of  bank  notes  in  England,  from 
the  time  of  the  bank  restriction,  in  179f,  to  the 
present  period,  the  price  of  gold  and  silver  in  that 
country  is  believed  to  have  varied  more  than  at  any 
former  peridd.  Their  price,  when  compared  with 
bank  notes,  from  the  year  1797  to  18o8,  showed 
but  a slight  degree  ©f  depreciation;  considerably 
less,  in  all  human  probability,  than  actually  existed. 
During  that  interval,  the  demand  for  those  metals 
was  limited  in  England  to  the  sum  required  for  ma- 
nufactures. It  is  highly  probable,  that  if  the  quan- 
tity of  the  paper  circulation  had  been  reduced  to 
the  amount  of  the  currency  in  circulation  at  the 
time,  or  for  one  year  before  the  restriction,  the 
pfice  of  bullion  would  have  been  below  the  mint 
price.  On  the  contrary,  in  the  year  18  )8,  when 
the  employment  of  a British  force  in  Spain  created 
a sudden  demand  for  specie,  the  depreciation  of 
bank  notes,  indicated  by  the  price  of  bullion,  was 
probably  greater  than  that  which  really  existed. — 

In  the  year  1814,  after  the  treaty  of  Paris,  the 
price  of  bullion,  estimated  in  bank  paper,  was  not 
above  the  mint  price;  whilst,  in  the  succeeding 
year,  it  rose  to  more  than  twenty  per  cent,  above 
that  price:  the  amount  of  bank  notes  in  circulation 
at  the  former,  exceeding,  in  a small  degree,  that  of 
the  latter  period.  It  is  impossible  that  these  varia. 
tions  in  the  price  of  gold  and  silver,  in  the  short 
space  of  one  year,  can  be  entirely  chargeable  to  the 
depreciation  of  bank  notes.  The  eflect  which  these 
variations,  in  a great  commercial  state,  where  the 
precious  metals  were  considered  only  as  commodi 
ties,  were  calculated  to  produce  upon  the  currency 
of  the  neighboring  states,  has  not  been  ascertained. 
The  convulsions  to  which  most  of  these  states  were 
subject  during  that  period,  may  account  for  the 
want  of  sufficient  data  to  elucidate  the  subject.  It 
is,  however,  highly  improbable  tba.t  these  fluctua- 
tions were  not  sensibly  felt  by  them. 

Having  considered  the  nature  and  extent  of  the 
variations  m value,  to  which  a metallic  currency  is 
necessarily  subject,  it  remains  to  examine,  whether 
it  is  practicable  to  devise  a system,  by  which  a pa- 
per currency  may  be  employed,  as  the  standard  of 
value,  with  sufficient  security  against  variations  in 
its  value,  aitd  with  the  same  certainty  of  its  recover- 
ing that  value,  when,  from  any  cause,  such  varia- 
tions shall  have  been  produced.  It  is  distinctly  ad- 
mitted, that  no  such  paper  currency  has  ever  exist- 
ed. Where  the  experiment  has  been  made  direct- 
ly by  government,  exceesive  issues  have  quickly  en- 


sued, and  depreciation  has  been  the  immediate  con- 
sequence. Where  the  experiment  has  been  at- 
tempted through  the  agency  of  bank.s,  it  has  inva- 
liably  faHed,  In  both  CtiscSj  instoad  of  beinj^  used 
as  a mean  of  supplying  a cheap  and  stable  currency 
invariably  regulated  by  the  demand,  for  effecting 
the  exchanges  required  by  the  wants  and  conveni- 
ence of  society,  it  has  been  employed  aa  a financial 
resource,  or  made  the  instrument  of  unrestrained 
cupidity.  In  no  case  has  any  attempt  been  made  to 
determine  the  principles  upon  which  such  a cur- 
lency,  to  be  stable,  must  be  founded.  Instead  of 
salutai-y  restraints  being  imposed  upon  the  monied 
institutions  which  have  been  employed,  the  vital 
principle  ofwhose  being  is gain,they  have  not  simply 
been  left  to  the  guidance  of  their  own  cupidity,  but 
have  been  stimulated  to  excessive  issues,  to  supply 
deficiencies  in  the  public  revenue.  I'his  is  known 
to  have  been  the  case,  in  an  eminent  degree,  in  the 
experiment  which  has  been  attended  with  most  sue- 
cess.  The  issues  of  the  bank  of  England,  on  ac- 
count  of  the  government,  were  frequently  so  great 
as  to  destroy  the  demand  for  discounts  by  individ- 
uals. In  consequence  of  these  excessive  issues, 
the  interest  of  money  fell  below  five  per  cent,  the 
rate  at  which  the  bank  discounted;  the  demand  fo? 
discounts  at  the  bank,  therefore  ceased.  It  is,  in- 
deed, not  surprising,  that  no  systematic  effort  has 
been  made  to  restrain  excessive  issues.  In  the  case 
of  banks,  the  experiments  which  have  been  made 
were  intended  to  be  temporary;  they  were  the  re- 
sult of  great  and  sudden  pressure,  which  left  but 
little  leisure  for  the  examination  of  a subject  so  ab- 
struse. 1 he  employment  of  a paper  circulation, 
convertible  into  specie,  the  favorite  system  of  mo- 
dern states,  having,  as  has  been  attempted  to  be 
shewn  in  a previous  part  ofthis  report,  the  inevita- 
ble tendency  to  produce  the  necessity  of  resorting, 
in  every  national  emergency,  to  paper,  not  so  con- 
vertible, imposes  upon  those  wiio  are  called  to  ad- 
minister  the  affairs  of  nations  the  duty  of  thorough- 
ly examining  the  subject,  with  a view,  if  practica- 
ble, to  avoid  that  necessity.  ,If  the  examination, 
does  not  result  in  the  establishment  of  a paper  cur- 
rency, unconnected  with  specie,  it  may  lead  to  the 
imposition  of  salutary  checks  against  excessive  is- 
sues, when  the  necessity  of  suspending  payment 
may  occur.  ■ * 

It  has  already  been  said,  that  every  attempt  which 
has  been  made  to  introduce  a paper  currency  has 
failed  It  may  also  be  said,  that  of  all  the  systems, 
which,  during  the  discussion  ofthis  interesting suib- 
ject,  both  in  Europe  and  the  United  States,  which 
have  been  proposed,  none  are  free  from  objections. 
It  IS  possible  that  no  system  can  be  devised,  which 
will  be  entirely  free  from  objections.  To  ensure 
the  possibility  of  employing  such  a currency  with 
advantage,  it  is  necessary: — 

1 That  the  power  of  the  government  over  the  cur- 
rency be  absolutely  sovereign: 

2.  That  its  stability  be  above  suspicion: 

o.  1 hat  its  justice,  morality,  and  intelligence,  be 
unquestionable: 

4.  hat  the  issue  of  the  currency  be  made  not  oii- 
ly  to  depend  upon  the  demand  for  it,  but  that  an 
equivalent  be  actually  received: 

5.  That  an  equivalent  can  only  be  found  in  the  de- 
livery of  an  equal  amount  of  gold  or  silver  or  of 
public  stock: 

6.  lhat,  whenever,  from  any  cause  it  may  become 
redundant,  it  may  be  founded  at  aninterest  a frac- 
tion be-Iow  that  which  wa3  surrendered  at  is- 
sue'. 
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1.  ' his  proposition  needs  no  elucidation.  Coin- 
ag'e,  and  the  regulation  of  money,  have,  in  all  ikv- 
t .ons,  heen  considered  one  of  tiie  highest  ac  ts  of  so- 
vereignty. It  may  well  be  doubted,  however,  whe- 
ther a sovereign  power  over  the  coinage  necessa- 
rily gives  the  right  to  establish  a paper  currency. 
The  power  to  establish  such  a currency  ought  not 
oidy  to  be  unquestionable,  but  unquestioned.  Any 
doubt  of  the  legality  of  the  exercise  of  such  an  au- 
thority could  not  fad  to  mar  any  system  which  liu- 
man  ingenuity  could  devise. 

2.  A metallic  currency,  iiaving  an  intrinsic  value, 
independent  of  that  which  is  given  to  it  by  the  so- 
vereign authority,  does  not  depend  upon  the  sta- 
bility of  the  governmentfor  its  value.  Revolutions 
may  arise;  insurrections  u. ay  menace  the  existence 
of  tile  government;  a metallic  currency  rises  in  va- 
lue under  such  circumstances:  it  becomes  more  v'a- 
huible,  compared  with  every  species  of  property, 
wiiether  moveable  or  immoveable,  in  proportion  to 
the  instability  of  the  government.  Not  so  with  a 
paper  'currency;  its  credit  depends,  in  a great  de- 
gree, upon  the  contidence  reposed  in  the  stability 
of  the  uutliority  by  which  it  was  issued.  Should 
that  authority  be  overthrown,  by  foreign  force,  or 
intestine  commotion,  an  immediate  depreciation,  if 
not  an  absolute  annihilation,  of  its  value,  would  en- 
sue. 

o.  It  might,  however,  be  saved  from  such  de- 
struction by  a well  grounded  confidence  in  the  jus- 
tice and  intelligence  of  the  government,  which 
should  succeed  that  which  had  been  overthrown. — 
The  history  of  modern  times  furnishes  examples 
that  are. calculated  to  inspire  this  confidence.  In 
France,' during  the  revolution  winch  has  just  ter- 
minated, the  public  debt  was  reduced  to  one  third 
of  its  amount.  The  same  rule  was  applied  to  the 
public  debt  of  the  Dutch  republic,  when  it  fell  un- 
der French  domination.  In  the  successive  politi- 
cal changes  to  which  France  has,  since  that  period, 
been  subjected,  the  public  debt  and  the  public  en 
gagements  have  been  maintained  with  the  strictest 
go  id  faith.  In  Holland,  that  portion  of  the  public 
debt,  which  had  been  abolished  by  the  French  go- 
vernment, has  been  restored.  In  the  opinion  of 
wmil  informed  men,  however,  the  conditions  con- 
7tected  with  that  restoration  were  so  onerous  as  to 
render  it  almost  nominal.  Indeed,  the  public  debt 
in  that  country  had  become  so  disproportionate  to 
the  means  of  the  nation  when  deprived  of  the  re- 
sources it  enjoyed  when  the  debt  was  contracted, 
that  the  reduction  which  it  underwent  while  t!ie 
country  was  annexed  to  the  French  empire,  was 
not  generally  considered  an  evil.  I'he  reduction 
of  the  national  debt  of  France  during  the  revolution 
was  perhaps  equally  indispensable.  If  the  intelli- 
gence of  the  age,  and  the  influence  of  public  opi- 
nion, even  instates  where  the  reign  of  law  was  but 
imperfectly  established,  have  been  sufficient  to  in- 
duce the  governments  which  have  alternately  suc- 
ceeded each  other  for  the  last  twenty  five  years,  in 
France  and  Holland,  to  respect  the  public  engage- 
nvents  which  had  been  previously  contracted,  well 
grounded  expectations  may  be  cherished,  that  the 
period  is  rapidly  passing  away  when  the  public 
faith  of  nations  can  be  violated  with  impunity. 

If  public  engagements,  under  such  circumstances, 
have  been  considered  obligatory  upon  those  who 
have  successively  administered  the  affairs  of  those 
rations,  a reasonable  confidence  maybe  reposed  in 
the  fulfilment  or’ the  obligations  which  may  be  con- 


tracted by  existing  governments,  where  the  reign  of 
iaw  IS  firmly  established.  It  is  not  denied  that  a 
paper  currency  furnishes  strong  temptations  to 
>buse.  Vlillions  may  be  issued  in  a few  days;  and 
the  deficiencies  in  the  revenue  promptly  supplied, 
if  the  condition  of  receiving  an  equivalent  is  aban- 
doned. 'fhe  moment  the  currency  shall  be  issued 
as  a financial  resource,  depreciation  will  follow,  and 
all  the  relations  of  society  will  be  disturbed.  If  the 
government  of  the  nation  in  which  a paper  curren- 
cy has  been  established,  shall  be  deeply  impressed 
with  this  truth,  will  it  not  be  restrained  from  the 
apprehended  abuse?  Currency  of  every  kind  is 
liable  to  great  abuses.  The  history  of  the  coinage 
of  every  nation  whose  annals  are  known,  is  little 
more  than  the  detail  of  the  frauds  which  have  been 
practised  by  governments  upon  the  people;  until 
the  twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  Edward  the  HI.^ 
of  England,  a pound  troy  of  silver  of  standard  fine- 
ness, and  a pound  sterling,  were  synonyim  us  terms; 
twenty  shillings  sterling  being,  i '.  fact,  a pound-troy 
of  Standard  silver.  Change  followed  change  in  ra- 
pid succession,  until,  in  the  reign  of  Elizabeth,  a 
pound-troy  of  standard  silver  was  directed  to  be 
coined  into  sixty  two  shillings,  his  immense 
change  in  the  value  of  the  currency  was  effected 
in  the  space  of  about  two  centuries.  In  other  mo- 
dern states,  during  tlie  same  period,  changes  not 
less  important  occurred  in  the  coinage.  Frequent- 
ly, these  changes  were  effected  by  deteriorating 
the  standard  fineness  of  the  coin.  For  more  than 
a century  past,  the  coinage  of  the  civilized  world  has 
undergone  no  maternal  change  with  a view  to  the 
practice  of  fraud  upon  the  people.  Whether  this 
forbearance  is  to  be  attributed  to  an  improvement 
in  the  morality  of  modern  governments,  or  to  a 
more  correct  understanding  of  the  principles  of 
currency  and  of  the  consequences  that  must  result 
from  every  change  by  which  the  relations  of  the 
society  are  effected,  it  furnishes  just  ground  of  ex- 
pectation that  they  will  not  hereafter  be  attempted., 
Nothing  more  is  necessary  to  secure  an  unalterable 
adherence  to  the  maxims  upon  which  it  is  manifest- 
ly necessary  that  a paper  currency  must  be  founded 
in  order  to  preserve  an  uniformity  of  value,  than  the 
same  morality  and  the  same  intelligence.  AVitliout 
assuming  the  principle  ofthe  perfectibility  of  human 
ivature,  the  hope  may  be  indulged  that  the  nature  of 
currency  will  continue  to  command  the  attention  of 
statesmen,  and  that  the  abuses  which  liave  resulted 
from  improper  changes  in  the  currency,  will  not 
again  occur  in  the  same  degree. 

4.  When  the  currency  is  metallic,  no  addition  can 
be  made  to  it  without  giving  an  equivalent.  It  is 
indispensable  that  this  condition  should  be  annexed 
to  the  acquisition  ofthe  paper  currency,  prelimina- 
ry to  its  entering  into  circulation.  If  it  can  be  put 
in  circubation,  only  on  paying  its  nominal  amount  in 
that  which  has  a general  and  fixed  value,  deter- 
mined by  the  consent  of  other  nations,  it  will  con- 
tinue to  preserve  that  value  during  the  time  it  cir- 
culates, unless  the  relation  which  it  bore  at  the 
time  of  i s issue,  to  the  quantit  of  articles,  the  ex- 
changes of  which  it  is  destined  to  perform,  shall  be 
varied. 

5.  As  a paper  currency  is  issued  upon  the  nation- 
al credit,  the  whole  property  ofthe  nation  is  pledg- 
ed for  its  redemption,  whenever,  by  any  circum- 
stance, it  may  become  the  interest  ofthe  community 
that  it  should  be  redeemed.  It  is,  therefore  mani- 
fest, that  it  should  not  issue  upon  the  credit  of  any 
individual,  or  association  of  individuals.  A part  can 
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never  be  equal  to  the  whole.  The  credit  of  any 
individual,  or  association  of  individuals,  cannot  be 
equivalent  to  that  of  the  nation,  of  which  they  form 
a part.  But,  it  may  be  said,  that  although  the  cre- 
dit of  individuals  is  not  equivalent  to  tiie  credit  of 
the  nation,  yet  an  equivalent  for  a particular  por- 
tion of  that  credit,  may  be  found  in  the  pledge  or 
mortgage  of  property  of  equal  or  greater  value, 
than  the  currency  issued  upon  it.  This  may  be  true; 
but  the  value  of  property  has  been  continually  fluc- 
tuating:— it  will  continue  to  fluctuate,  after  giving 
to  the  advocates  of  a paper  currency  full  credit  for 
the  superior  stability  whicb,the5^  suppose,  will  attend 
its  substitution  for  gold  and  silver  as  the  standard  of 
value.  But  this  is  not  the  only  objection  to  the  ac- 
ceptance of  property  as  a pledge  for  the  payment, 
by  individuals,  of  an  equivalent  for  the  paper  curren- 
cy whichmay  be  advancedupon  such  pledge.  Frauds 
will  be  practised  by  pledging  property  which  is  en- 
cumbered, which  it  would  be  extremely  difficult  to 
detect.  '?  he  government  will  be  involved  in  endless 
litigation  with  individuals  who  are  interested  in  the 
incumbrances,  oy  which  its  rights  to  the  property 
pledged  is  emliarrassed.  In  such  contests,  the  inte- 
rest of  the  government  is  always  endangered,  even 
where  right  is  on  its  side.  It  is  not  qualified  to  en- 
ter into  such  litigations,  with  an  equal  chance  of 
success.  The  feelings  ol  the  community  are  always, 
except  in  flagrant  cases  of  fraud,  upon  the  side  of 
an  individual,  supposed  to  be  struggling  with  the 
overwhelming  influence  of  authority.  Besides,  in 
all  contests  of  this  nature,  something  of  the  respect 
for  the  government,  which  ought  to  be  cherished 
by  the  citizens,  especially  of  a free  state,  will  be 
lost.  The  situation  is  invidious,  and  ought  not  vo- 
luntarily to  be  assumed  by  a government  jealous  of 
its  dignity  and  purity  of  character.  It  is,  therefore, 
believed  that  a national  currency  cannot  be  issued 
with  safety,  with  a reasonable  prospect  of  success, 
and  with  sufficient  security  against  redundancy, 
but  in  exchange  for  gold  and  silver  of  a definite 
standard,  or  for  the  public  stock  at  certain  fixed 
rates.  When  issued  in  exchange  for  them,  and  for 
them  alone,  there  is,  though  not  the  same,  yet  per- 
haps an  equal  security  against  redundancy  as  in  the 
case  of  a metallic  currency.  When  it  is  issued  in 
exchange  for  coin,  there  is  no  addition  made 
to  the  currency.  When  it  is  issued  in  exchange 
for  public  stock,  commanding,  previously  to 
the  exchange,  its  par  value  in  coin,  the  party 
who  acquires  the  currency  parts  with  that  which 
was  equal  to  specie  and  is  deprived  of  the  annual  in- 
terest which  it  produced.  Unless  the  interest  of 
the  currency,  resulting  from  its  scarcity,  should  ex- 
ceed that  paid  upon  the  stock,  it  would  not  be  de- 
manded in  exchange  for  the  stock.  In  either  case, 
the  danger  of  redundancy  is  extremely  remote.— 
By  the  exchange  of  specie  for  ctirreucy,  the  active 
capital  ©f  the  country  will  be  increased  to  the 
amount  of  the  currency;  and  the  ca  pacity  of  the  na- 
tion to  redeem  it,  whenever  it  shall,  by  any  circum- 
stance whatever,  become  expedient  will  be  unques- 
tionable. 

But,  it  may  be  doubted  whether^  under  such 
conditions,  a paper  currency  ever  c!tn  be  put  in 
circulation.  Under  a government  firm!/  establish- 
ed, conducted  by  upright  and  enlightencv-  councils, 
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and  possessing  absolute  power  over  the  currency, 
it  is  believed  there  is  no  juSt  reason  to  apprehend 
a difficulty  of  that  nature.  If,  in  such  a govern- 
ment, banks  existed,  deriving  their  powers  from  it, 
the  specie  in  their  possesion  would  be  gradually 
exchanged  for  the  paper  currency  which  would 
become  the  basis  of  their  operations.  Not  only 
the  specie  which  they  possffised  would  be  thus  ex- 
changed, but  exertions  would,  from  time  to  time, 
be  made  to  acquire  the  sums  necessary  to  support 
their  banking  operations.  Specie  would  be  im- 
ported, even  at  an  expense,  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
ing exchanged.  Whilst  specie  formed  the  basis  of 
the  operations  of  banks,  its  importation  could  not 
fail  to  be  productive  of  loss.  Each  importation  not 
only  produced  the  necessity  of  additional  importa- 
tions, but  of  an  increased  expense.  But,  when  im- 
portations shall  be  made  for  the  purpose  of  being 
exchanged  for  the  currency,  the  exportation  of  the 
specie  thus  imported,  will  not  affect  the  operations 
of  the  banks.  It  is  only  when  the  funding  of  the 
currency  shall  cominence,thatthey  will  be  admonish- 
ed to  desist  from  further  importations.  Individuals 
and  banks  would  likewise  exchange  public  stock 
at  the  rates  prescribed  by  the  system  for  the  paper 
currency.  Whenever  the  demand  for  currency 
should  be  such  as  to  raise  the  interest  of  money 
considerably  above  that  produced  by  the  public 
^tock,  it  would,  by  banks  and  individuals,  be  giv- 
en in  exchange  for  the  currency.  But  the  facility, 
which  the  existence  of  a public  debt  furnishes 
in  procuring  the  paper  currency,  is  counter- 
balanced by  the  difficulty  of  complying  with  the 
public  engagement  to  discharge  such  debt  in  a 
metallic  currency.  After  a paper  circulation 
shall  be  substituted  for  gold  and  silver,  they  will  be 
found  in  the  country  only  in  the  quantity  demand- 
ed for  manufactures,  and  for  such  branches  of  com^ 
merce  as  are  entirely  dependent  upon  them.  A 
considerable  demand  for  gold  and  silver  by  the  go- 
vernment, to  meet  its  engagements,  previously  con- 
tracted, would  raise  their  price  in  the  market,  and 
render  the  obligation  to  discharge  those  engage- 
ments, in  the  precious  metals,  not  only  extremely 
onerous,  but  perhaps  sometimes  impracticable.  In 
such  a state,  a compromise  with  the  public  creditors 
would  seem  to  be  a preliminary  measure.  This, 
under  any  circumstances,  would  be  a measure  of 
great  delicacy  and  difficulty,  and,  in  some  cases, 
vyould  probably  be  utterly  impracticable. 

6.  Wfienever,  frpm  any  cause,  the  currency 
should  become  redundant,  the  redundancy  may  be 
funded  at  a rate  of  interest,  a fraction  below  the 
rate  of  legal  interest. 

In  determining  the  rate  at  which  it  may  be  fnnd- 
ed,’'due  regard  should  be  paid  to  the  rate  of  interest 
previously  existing  in  the  state.  The  rate  of  inte- 
rest, it  is  conceived,  ought  not  to  depend^  and, 
where  a metallic  currency  prevails,  does  not  de- 
pend, solely  upon  the  amount  of  currency  necessa- 
ry to  perform,  with  facility,  the  exchanges  required 
by  the  wants  and  convenience  of  society.  In  a new 
country,  where  there  is  but  a sight  accumulation 
of  capital,  the  interest  of  money  will  be  nigh,  not- 
withstanding there  rasiy  be  even  a redundancy  of 
currency  beyond  what  is  necessary  to  effect  its  ex- 
changes In  such  a country,  all  the  objects  upon 
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which  capital  may  be  employed,  except  those  of 
the  most  simple  kind,  are  unoccupieO.  I he  cur 
rency  necessary  to  ehect  the  exchanges  of  its  pro- 
per.;', moveable  and  immoveable,  will  be  entirely 
insufficient  to  satisfy  the  demand  for  capital  tor 
those  objects.  If  it  should  be  multiplied,  so  us  to 
equal  that  demand,  it  would  exceed  the  demand  for 
the  cecessary  exchanges  of  society,  and,  conse- 
quently, depreciate.  Such,  in  fact,  it  is  believed, 
would  be  the  consequfnce  of  issuing  the  currency 
upon  individual  credit,  or  upon  tlte  pledge  of  pro- 
perty, at  a rate  of  interest  below  that  which  pre- 
vio’usi}  existed  in  the  state.  Any  change  of  the  in- 
terest of  money  by  law,  previous  to  its  having  taken 
place  in  individual  transactions,  in  consequence  of 
tlie  accumulation  of  capital,  would  be  unjust,  and 
could  not  fail  to  produce  serious  inconvenienoe  to 
the  eon.munity.  Admitting  the  rate  of  interest,  in  a 
state  about  to  make  the  experiment,  to  be  six  per 
cent,  then  the  currency  should  be  issued  only  in  ex- 
change for  specie  or  six  per  cent  stock,  or  other 
stock  accordingto  that  ratio.  If  the  currency  should, 
when,  bv  any  means,  a redundancy  existed,  be  fun- 
dabh  at  Rve  and  a half  per  cent,  interest,  the  utmost 
depreciation,  to  which  it  could  be  subject,  would 
be  eight  ana  one  third  percent.  But  it  is  probable 
that  the  real  depression  in  its  value  would  not,  at 
any  time,  be  more  than  half  that  amount.  Before 
funding  would  commence  the  public  stock,  receiv- 
able in  exchange  for  the  national  currency,  would 
be  above  the  rates  at  which  it  was  receivable.  Its 
issue  upon  the  exchange  oi  slock  would,  there- 
fore, have  ceased.  There  are  in  every  community 
capitalisis  who  would  prefer  lending  to  the  govern- 
ment at  5^  per  cent,  than  to  individu  Is-  at  six.  The 
fundingofthe  currency  would,  therefore,  begin  be- 
fore the  redundancy  would  offer  any  general  induce- 
ment to  that  mode  of  reducing  it.  The  variation  to 
which  its  value  wmuldbe  subject,  \vould  therefore 
be  less  than  eight  and  one-third  per  cent.  It  would 
be  the  interest  of  the  government  to  reserve  the 
right  of  redeeming  the  stock  created  by  funding, 
at  its  par  value;  under  the  condition,  however,  of  re- 
deeming it  according  to  the  order  of  time  in  which 
it  was  created.  Connected  wdth  this  system  .should 
be  a permission  to  the  banks  to  purchase  public 
stock,  but  not  to  dispose  of  it,  except  to  the  govern- 
ment, at  its  par  or  current  value,  when  under  par, 
unless  the  government  should  decline  the  purchase. 
The  currency,  upon  being  funded,  should  be  inva- 
riably cancelled.  Under  a system  of  this  kind,  if 
no  other  paper  was  permitted  to  circulate,  than  the 
national  currency,  a redundancy  which  would  af- 
fect its  value  could  only  occur  by  a temporary  dimi- 
nution of  the  articles  which  were  to  be  exchanged 
through  its  instrumentality.  In  that  event,  the 
price  of  the  articles  would  be  enhanced,  so  as  to  re- 
quire a greater  amount  of  currency  to  effect  their 
exchange.  Should  the  price  not  be  enhanced,  in 
proportion  to  the  diminution  in  the  quantity  of  the 
art  icles,  tliat  portion  of  the  currency  which  would, 
under  such  circumstances,  be  left  without  employ- 
ment, would  be  funded.  A just  relation  between 
the  amount  of  currency,  and  the  demand  for  it, 
would  be  promptly  restored  without  affecting,  in- 
juriously, tlie  relations  between  individuals.  On 
the  other  hand,  should  a greater  quantity  of  ex- 
changeable articles  be  produced,  the  demand  for 
currency  would  exceed  the  supply,  and  lead  imme- 
diately to  additional  issues,  until  the  necessary  sup- 
ply should  be  obtained.  ^ 

But,  in  a state  where  banks  already  existed, 
which  derived  their  charters  from  the  sovereignty 
that  regulated  the  currency;  where  the  people 


were  accustomed  to  bank  notes,  and  in  the  habit 
receiving  them,  the  agency  of  these  institutions 
might  be  admitted  in  supplying-  a portion  of  the 
currency.  They  might  be  permitted  to  issue  their 
notes,  payable  on  demand,  in  the  national  currency'. 
Their  notes  would,  of  course,  be  issued  on  person- 
al security.  In  this  case,  the  currency  miglit  be- 
come redundant  by  tlie  issues  of  the  banks.  When- 
ever this  should  happen,  the  national  currency 
would  be  demanded  of  them  for  the  purpose  of  be- 
ing funded;  the  banks  would  be  compelled  to  cur- 
tail their  discounts,  to  relieve  themselves  from  the 
pressure,  and  the  amount  of  the  currency  v/ould  be 
promptly  reduced  to  the  legitimate  demand- 
Wherever  the  agency  of  banks  should  lie  employed 
in  furnishing  part  of  the  circulation,  a refusal,  or 
omission,  to  discharge  their  notes  on  demand,  in  the 
national  currency,  should  be  treated  as  an  act  of 
bankruptcy.  The  national  currency  being  a legal 
tender  in  the  payment  of  debts  to  individuals  and 
to  the  government,  would,  in  relation  to  the  banks, 
perform  the  functions  of  specie,  where  bank  notes 
are  convertible  into  coin.  But,  in  order  to  impose 
a salutary  check  against  excessive  issues  of  bank 
notes,  the  national  currency  should  alone  be  receiv- 
able in  all  payments  to  the  government. 

In  an  attempt  to  trace  the  probable  results  of  a 
paper  cuiTency,  founded  upon  the  principles  which 
have  been  developed  in  the  preceding  pages,  the 
influence  which  it  will  have  upon  foreign  exchange 
requires  investigation.  The  want  of  stability,  mo- 
rality, and  intelligence  in  the  government,  which 
may  undertake  to  substitute  a paper  for  a metallic 
currency,  are  the  objections  which  have  already 
been  considered.  To  these,  according  to  common 
opinion,  is  to  be  added,  the  injurious  effect  which, 
it  is  supposed,  it  will  have  upon  foreign  exchange. 
In  a country,  where  the  currency  is  metallic,  an  un- 
favorable state  of  foreign  exchange  will  probably 
have  the  following  effects. 

1st.  • o raise  the  price  of  exportable  articles  as 
much  above  that, which  they  ought  to  bear,  as  the 
premium  paid  upon  foreign  bills,  until  it  exceeds 
the  expense  of  exporting  specie  to  the  foreign 
market. 

2d.  When  this  rise  exceeds  the  expense  of  such  ex- 
portation, the  price  of  exportable  articles  will 
fall  gradually  below  what  they  ought  to  com- 
mand, to  the  extent  of  that  excess. 

3d.  Until  this  fall  in  their  price  shall  be  effected, 
specie  will  be  exported;  after  which,  it  will 
cease. 

4th.  This  fall  in  their  price,  by  increasing  their 
consumption  in  the  foreign  markets,  ultimately 
provides  for  the  return  of  the  specie  which  had 
been  exported. 

5th.  During  the  second  and  third  stages  of  this 
process,  the  price  of  all  articles  not  exportable, 
is  affected  in  a greater  degree;  enterprize  is 
damped,  and  distress  prevails 
Such  are  the  necessary  effects  of  an  unfavorable 
state  of  foreign  exchange,  where  the  currency  is 
metallic.  As  the  vital  principle  of  commerce  is 
gain,  it  is  probable  that,  generally,  the  price  of  ex- 
portable articles  would,  in  fact,  be  rather  higher 
than  is  stated  in  tlie  preceding  deductions;  the  ti- 
mid might  export  specie,  before  the  premium  upon 
exchahge  exceeded  the  expense  of  its  exportation; 
but  timidity  is  not  the  predominant  characteristic 
of  commercial  enterprize.  On  the  other  hand,  the 
sanguine  and  enterprizing, relying  upon  the  chance 
of  better  markets,  would  give  higher  prices  rather 
than  submit  to  certain  loss  upon  the  exportation  of 
specie  oir  the  purchase  of  bills  above  par. 
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In  a country  where  paper  currency  has  been 
adopted,  and  the  principles  by  which  a redundancy 
may  be  prevented  have  been  enforced,  an  unfavo- 
rable state  of  foreign  exchange  will  probably  have 
the  following  effects: 

1st.  The  effect  of  raising  the  price  of  export- 
able articles,  as  much  above  what  they  ought  to 
bear,  as  equals  the  premium  upon  foreign  bills.  But, 
an  this  case,  gold  and  silver  being  exportable  arti- 
cles, will  rise  in  the  same  proportion  as  all  other  ar- 
ticles. 

2d.  When  the  price  of  all  articles  is  raised  so 
high,  that  a loss  will  be  incurred  by  their  sale  in  fo- 
reign markets,  those  who  have  no  remittances  to 
make  will  withdraw  from  the  competition.  If  pro- 
fitable investments  in  other  enterprizes  cannot  be 
made,  a portion  of  the  currency,  at  their  disposi- 
tion, will  be  withdrawn  from  circulation,  by  being 
converted  into  funded  stock;  competition  will,  in 
this  manner,  be  diminished;  the  price  of  articles  for 
exportation  will  be  reduced  by  the  reduction  of the 
currency,  and  by  diminished  competition  among  the 
purchasers.  It  is  not  probable,  however,  that  the 
price  will  fall  so  low  as  to  admit  of  a profit  in  fo- 
reign markets,  as  long  as  the  premium  upon  ex- 
change continues  above  the  ordinary  commercial 
profit  upon  exported  articles.  But,  exportation 
will  not  be  continued  at  a certain  loss,  longer  than 
the  discharge  of  debts  previously  contracted  ren- 
ders indispensable;  foreign  articles  will  not  be  im- 
ported, when  the  loss  upon  remittances,  whether 
made  by  bills  of  exchange,  or  by  the  importation  of 
commodities,  is  equal  to  the  profit  upon  importa- 
tion; the  high  price  given  for  exported  articles  will 
increase  their  production,  and  restore  foreign  ex- 
change to  a favorable  state.  The  balance  of  trade 
and  the  rate  of  foreign  exchange,  which  have  given 
so  much  trouble  to  statesmen  for  two  centuries  past, 
when  left  to  the  laws  by  which  they  v’ill  be  go- 
verned, in  despite  of  human  devices,  as  invariably 
regulate  themselves,  as  fluids  when  unrestrained 
find  their  common  level.  They  v/ill,  probably, 
more  promptly  conform  to  these  laws  in  a state, 
where  a well  regulated  paper  currency  prevails, 
than  where  it  is  metallic.  In  the  latter,  rhe  curren- 
cy is  exported  to  make  up  any  temporary  defici- 
ency, and  by  that  means  provides  against  the  re- 
currence of  the  evil,  by  indirectly  causing  an  in- 
crease of  the  exportable  articles  of  the  state,  and 
diminishing  the  importation  of  foreign  articles. 
Until  the  capacity  to  purchase  ^these  by  the  ex- 
change of  articles  shall  be  restored  in  the  former, 
as  the  currency  cannot  be  exported,  the  importa- 
tions will  be  more  promptly  reduced  to  the  capaci- 
ty of  the  country  to  purchase,  whilst  the  increase 
©fits  exportable  articles  will  be  the  direct,  instead 
of  the  indirect  consequence,  of  a temporary  inca- 
pacity to  pay  for  previous  importations. 

3d.  During  the  whole  process  of  restoring  a fa- 
vorable state  of  exchange,  in  a country  where  a well 
regulated  paper  currency  prevails,  the  price  of  all 
articles,  not  exportable,  w ill  suffer  no  material  va- 
riation. The  funding  of  the  currency,  which  will 
probably  take  place,  will  not  be,  immediately,  car- 
ried so  far  as  to  reduce  the  price  of  exportable  ar- 
ticles so  as  to  command  a profit  in  foreign  markets. 
They  will,  so  long  as  the  rate  of  exchange  is  unfa- 
vorable, continue  to  command  higher  prices  than 
when  the  exchange  is  favorable.  This  increased 
price  will  encourage  industry  and  enterprize,  and 
constantly  tend  to  augment  the  productive  ener- 
gies of  the  community.  This  effect  cannot  fairly  be 
attributed  to  any  depreciation  in  the  currency. 


That  Will  continue  to  bear  nearly  the  same  propor- 
tion to  the  exchangeable  articles  of  the  state, 
when  foreign  exchange  was  favorable.  It  Is  pro- 
bable even  that  its  relation  to  those  articles  u ill  be 
changed,  so  as  to  produce  an  appreciation  ' f the 
currency;  and  that  this  appreciation  will  be  per- 
ceived, in  a slight  degree,  in  the  depression  of  the 
value  of  all  articles  not  exportable.  The  effects 
of  this  appreciation  will,  hov/ever,  be  diminished 
by  the  impulse  given  to  industry  and  enterprize, 
by  the  increased  price  of  all  articles  which  can  be 
exported. 

rhese  are  conceived  to  be  the  effects  which  a 
well  regulated  paper  currency  will  have  upon  the 
foreign  exchanges,  and  upon  the  domestic  industry 
of  the  country  which  may  adopt  it.  If  the  value 
of  cuirency  depends,  like  that  of  all  other  articles^ 
upon  the  quantity  compared  with  the  demand,  the 
idea  of  its  depreciation  in  raising  the  price  of  arti- 
cles in  the  case  which  has  beep  considered,  muist 
be  rejected.  That  this  position  is  incontrovertible 
seems  to  have  been  admitted  by  all  writers  upon 
the  subject.  This  admission  is  found  in  the  re- 
ports v/hich  have  been  made  to  the  British  parlia- 
ment; in  the  evidence  upon  which  those  reports 
have  been  foundeol;  and  in  the  essays  of  those  who 
have  opposed  the  paper  system  in  that  country, 
since  the  year  1797.  The  objection  to  the  paper 
system,  as  it  existed  in  England,  was  the  absence 
of  all  restraint  upon  tlie  issue  of  paper,  and  the 
supposed  impossibility  of  imposing  any  efficient 
restraint.  In  fact,  no  attempt  has  been  made  to 
impose  such  restraint  in  that  country,  unconnected 
with  the  convertibility  of  bank  notes  into  the  pre- 
cious metals.  So  far  as  this  restraint  is  limited  to 
ihe  convertibility  of  bank  notes  into  bullion,  at  any 
given  rate,  it  is  rather  an  attempt  to  regulate  fo- 
reign exchange  through  the  instrumentality  of  the 
bank,  than  to  confine  the  issue  of  bank  notes  to  the 
sound  demand  for  currency,  '’  he  restraint  impos- 
ed  seems  to  rest  upon  the  idea,  than  an  unfavorable 
state  of  foreign  exchange  must  be  the  result  of  a 
redundant  currency,  Notning  can  be  more  incor- 
rect than  this  hypothesis.  Considering  the  vitiated 
state  of  the  currency  of  England  for  more  than 
twenty  years  past,  it  is  not  surprising  that  this  idea 
should  there  be  entertained.  During  that  period, 
the  unfavorable  rate  of  foreign  exchange  which  ge-f 
nerally  prevailed,  w'as,  if  not  directly,  at  least  indi- 
rectly, attributable  to  the  depreciation  of  their  cur- 
rency. But,  in  this  interval,  a favorable  rate  of  fo- 
reign exchange  more  than  once  occurred.  I'o 
what  could  this  favorable  exchange  be  attributedr  , 
Certainly  not  to  the  depreciation  of  their  currency^^/ 
But  it  would  be  as  unjust  to  attribute  every  uiyfa- 
vorable  state  of  foreign  exchange  to  the  depr^^cia- 
tion  of  the  currency,  as  to  ascribe  to  that  cur-^ncy 
the  creditor  any  favorable  state  of  such  excl^’unge. 
'I'he  truth  is,  that  fluctuations  in  the  exchan^’e,  be- 
tween two  countries  having  a metallic  cur|’luicy, 
continually  occur,  and  depend  upon  principles 
wholly  unconnected  with  the  idea  of  a depr^Jdated 
currency.  ^ 

If  these  views  be  correct,  the  only  obstacles  to 
the  establishment  of  a paper  currency,  fiy  a go- 
vernment having  a sovereign  right  to  estjablish  it, 
is  the  danger  of  the  instability  and  want  off  integri- 
ty and  intelligence  of  the  government.  There  is, 
certainly,  just  reason  to  apprehend  that  ^nergen- 
cies  may  ari.se  in  the  affairs  of  every  mition,  in 
which  their  stability  may  be  menaced,  by  foreign 
force  or  domestic  insurrection.  In  such  ari  event, 
a panic  might  ensue,  and  the  credit  of  the  cwTency 
1 be  utterly  annihilated.  How  far  the  recent  examples 
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which  have  been  adverted  to  in  other  states — how 
f<trthe  influence  of  public  opinion  overtiie  conduct 
of  g'overnments,  may  be  relied  upon,  as  an  effici- 
ent preventive  against  evils  of  such  magnitude, 
mr.st  be  determined  by  those  to  whom,  under  Di- 
vine Providence,  the  prosperity  and  happiness  of 
nations  arc  commi  ted.  The  subject  involves  all 
the  complicated  interests  of  society,  except  the  en- 
joyment of  civil,  political  and  religious  liberty.  It 
ought  to  be  approached  with  more  than  ordinary 
circumspection.  In  states  the  best  qualified  to  atr 
tempt  the  change,  it  is  envii’oned  with  doubts 
w Inch  can  only  be  dispelled  by  the  light  of  expe- 
riment. In  the  United  States  these  doubts  are 
greatly  increased  by  the  complex  form  of  the  go- 
vernment. In  the  division  of  power,  between  the 
federal  and  state  governments,  the  line  of  separa- 
tion is  not  sufficiently  distinct  to  prevent  collisions, 
which  may  disturb  the  harmony  of  the  system.  Col- 
lisions have  already  arisen,  and,  in  the  course  of  hu- 
man events,  may  be  reasonably  expected  to  arise, 
until  the  line  of  separation  by  which  their  relative 
powers  and  duties  are  determined,  shall  be  dis- 
tinctly defined  by  practice,  or  by  explanatory 
amendments  of  the  constitution,  effected  according 
to  the  forms  prescribed  in  that  instrument.  Upon 
no  question  will  colli, sion  more  likely  arise  than 
that  contemplated  by  the  resolution  under  which 
this  report  is  submitted.  No  attempt  to  make  the 
change  has  succeeded.  The  measure,  when  strip- 
ped of  extraneous  difficulties,  must  be  admitted  to 
be  of  doubtful  tendency.  Under  the  most  auspici- 
ous circumstances  jt  may  prove  abortive.  Under 
circumstances  in  any  degree  adverse,  it  must  inevi- 
tably fail.  Any  obstacle  opposed  to  its  execution, 
by  one  or  more  of  the  state  governments,  would  be 
decisive  of  its  fate.  Their  simple  acquiescence  in 
the  measure  would  not  be  sufficient  to  secure  to  it 
that  issue,  to  which  the  principles  upon  winch  it 
might  be  established,  would  necessarily  lead.  *1  heir 
active  co-operation  would  be  indispensable.  The 
banks  which  derive  their  authority  from  the  state 
governments,  are  generally  bound  by  their  charters 
to  discharge  their  notes  in  specie  on  demand.  From 
this  obligation  it  would  be  necessary  to  the  system 
to  relieve  them.  The  obligation  to  discharge  their 
notes  upon  demand,  in  the  national  currency, 
should  be  substituted  for  that  of  paying  them  in 
specie. 

If  these  obstacles  should  be  removed,  that  con- 
nected with  the  public  debt,  which  has  been  sug- 
gested in  a previous  part  of  the  report,  would  still 
remain.  After  the  sxibstitution  of  the  national  cur- 
rency, gol  •'  and  silver  would  be  imported  only  in 
d,he  quantity  required  for  manufactures,  and  for  the 
pX''SCCution  of  those  branches  of  trade  in  which 
the^  are  primary  articles  of  commerce.  For  these 
pur^ses,  the  importations  would  be  sufficient. 
Thev' might  even  be  sufficient,  and  at  a reasonable 
pric^;  for  the  payment  of  the  annual  interest  of  the 
pubfv^.  debt.  But,  after  the  year  1824,  when  the 
sum  o."  10,000,000  dols.  would  annually  be  expend- 
ed by\he  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund,  it  is 
probable  that  the  premium  which  would  be  paid 
upon  if,  would  be  considerable,  until  the  debt  was 
extinguished.  A compromise,  as  has  already  been 
suggested,  with  the  public  creditors  would  seem  to 
be  a measure  preliminary  to  any  attempt  to  estab- 
lish a paper  currency.  It  is  more  than  probable 
that  the  attempt  Avould  not  only  be  unsuccessful 
but  that  it  would  injuriously  afl'ect  the  public  cre- 
dit. 

It  may,  also,  be  proper  to  observe,  that  those 
sections  of  the  union  where  a measure  of  this  kind 


would  be  most  likely  to  be  acceptable,  would  pro- 
bably derive  from  it  the  least  benefit.  In  the  west 
and  in  the  south,  the  complaintsofadeficeint  curren- 
cy have  been  most  distinctly  heard.  In  the  latter, 
these  complaints  are  of  recent  ^date.  In  both  they 
proceed  in  a greater  degree  from  the  disbursement 
of  the  public  revenue  than  from  any  other  cause. 
The  great  mass  of  public  expenditure  is  made  to 
the  east  of  this  city.  The  revenue  accruing 
from  imports,  though  principally  collected  in  the 
middle  and  eastern  states,  is  paid  by  ffie  great 
mass  of  consumers  throughout  the  United  States. 
That  which  is  paid  for  the  public  lands,  al- 
though in  some  degree  drawn  from  every  part  of 
the  union,  is  principally  paid  by  the  citizens  of  the 
west,  and  of  the  south.  The  greatest  part  of  the 
revenue  accruing  from  the  public  lands,  as  well  as 
that  collected  in  the  southern  states  upon  imports, 
has  been  transferred  to  the  middle  and  eastern 
states  to  be  expended.  The  necessity  of  making 
this  transfer,  arises  from  the  circumstance  that,  the 
great  mass  of  the  public  debt  is  held  in  those  states, 
or  by  foreigners,  whose  agents  reside  in  them;  and 
from  the  establishment  of  dock  yards,  and  naval 
stations  in  their  principal  ports.  This  transfer  will 
continue  to  be  necessary  until  the  public  debt  shall 
be  extinguished,  and  until  the  other  expenditures 
of  the  government  can,  consistently  with  the  pub- 
interest,  be  more  equally  distributed.  If  a national 
currency  should  be  established,  the  demand  for  it 
in  the  southern  and  western  states,  for  the  purpose 
of  transmission,  would  be  incessant;  whilst  its  return 
by  the  ordinary  course  of  trade,  especially  in  the 
latter,  would  be  slow  and  in  some  degree  uncer- 
tain. The  currency,  being  every  where  receiva- 
ble by  the  government,  would,  for  the  purpose  of 
remittance,  be  more  frequently  demanded  in  that 
section  than  specie,  for  the  same  reason,  that  the 
notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  its  offices 
comnaand  there,  at  this  time,  a premium  in  specie. 
As  the  transfers  of  the  public  money  are  made  by 
the  bank  of  the  United  States,  the  excitement  pro- 
duced by  the  demand  for  specie,  or  funds  that  can 
be  remitted,  consequent  upon  such  transfers,  has 
been  directed  against  that  institution.  All  the  evils 
which  the  community,  in  particular  parts  of  the 
country,  has  suffered  from  the  sudden  decrease  of 
the  currency,  as  well  as  from  its  depreciation,  have 
been  ascribed  to  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
which,  in  transferring  the  public  funds,  has  been  a 
passive  agent  in  the  hands  of  the  government. 

It  is  then  believed  that  the  evils  whieh  are  felt  in 
those  sections  of  the  union  where  the  distress  is 
most  general, will  not  be  extensively  relieved  by  the 
establishment  of  a national  currency.  7'he  suffer- 
ings which  have  been  produced  by  the  efforts  that 
have  been  made  to  resume,  and  to  continue,  specie 
payments,  have  been  great.  I’hey  are  not  termi- 
nated, and  must  continue  until  the  value  of  proper- 
ty, and  the  price  of  labor,  shall  assume  that  relation 
to  the  precious  metals  which  our  wealth  and  indus- 
try, compared  with  those  of  other  states,  shall 
enable  us  to  retain.  Until  this  shall  be  affected,  an 
abortive  attempt,  by  the  substitution  of  a paper 
currency,  to  arrest  the  evils  we  are  suffering,  will 
produce  the  most  distressing  consequences.  The 
sufferings  that  are  past  will,  in  such  an  event,  recur 
with  additional  violence,  and  the  nation  will  again 
find  itself  in  tlie  situation  which  it  held  at  the  mo- 
ment when  specie  payments  were  resumed. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, WM.  H.  CRAWFORD. 

The  honorable  the  Speaker 

of  the  house  of  representatives. 
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TABULAR  STAl'EMEN  i'S. 

jV is  a very  heavy  table,  shewing  a general  statement  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  each  of  its 

offices,  in  the  month  of  September,  1819.  The  folio  wing  recapitulation  serves  all  ordinary  purposes. 


Dr. — Fended  debt  of  the  United  States,  (various)  - 
Bills  discounted,  viz: — On  personal  security 

On  ditto  and  funded  debt 
On  ditto  and  bank  stock,  &c. 

Bills  of  exchange,  viz: — Foreign 
Domestic 

Baring,  Brothers  & Co.  for  bills  in  favor  of  J.  Richards 
Offices  of  discount  and  deposite 
State  banks  ... 

Real  estate,  permanent  expenses,  and  bonus 
Expenses  .... 

Cash,  viz: — Deficient  at  Baltimore 

Notes  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States,  and  branches 
ditto  ditto  state  banks 

Specie 


7,252,501  34 

21,226,128  56 
229,024  00 

7,937,515  83—29,392,668  39 
136,470  66 


1,375,087  86- 


146,454  74 
10,582,147  09 
1,133,923  86 
3,254,479  91- 

TOTAt, 


Cr. — Capital  stock  - 

Bank,  branch,  and  post  notes  _ - . - _ 

Dividends  unclaimed  - - . . 

Discount,  exchange,  and  interest  j - - - - 

Profit  and  loss  - - » - i - 

Due  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  offices  of  discount  and  deposite 
State  banks 

Baring,  Brothers  & Co.  and  Thomas  Wilson  & Co. 

Premium  and  damages  on  bills  purchased  on  account  of  Baring,  Brothers  & Co.  - 
Bills  of  exchange,  received  of  S.  Smith  & Buchanan  - 

Deposites,  viz: — On  account  of  the  treasurer  of  the  United  States  - 1,097,165  33 

Public  offices  - . - 1,765,800  81 

Individuals  - . , 2,631,453  76- 


The  total  amount  of  bank  and  branch  notes  issued  is 
Of  which  there  was  on  hand  at  the  bank  and  branches 


14,392,258  49 
10,582,147  09 


TOTAL, 


—1,513,558  52 
94,864  37 
32,267,712  09 
2,964,860  65 
780,992  59 
79,936  61 


-15,117,005  60 

89,464,100  16 

34,973,828  63 
14,392,258  49 
33,814  60 
465,088  ^8 
1,104,932  94 
32,101,135  24 
675,818  so 
142,040  03 
43,410  20 
37,355  55 


-5,494,417  90 
89,464,100  16 


In  circulation  3,810,11140 


B. — Statement  of  the  bank  capital  in  the  several  states,  districts,  and  territories,  of  the  United  States, 
as  far  as  it  was  known  at  the  treasury,  during  the  years  1814, 1815, 1816,  and  1817. 


STATE,  district,  OR  TERRITORY. 

CAPITAL. 

1814. 

CAPITAL. 

1815. 

CAPITAL. 

1816. 

CAPITAL. 

1817. 

Maine 

DOLLS. 

1,380,000  OO 

DOLLS. 

1,930,000  00 

DOLLS. 

1,860,000  00 

DOLLS, 

1,720,000  00 

New  Hampshire  - 

. 

838,250  00 

.942,350  00 

943,350  00 

997,550  00 

Vermont 

_ 

, 

- 

Massachusetts  - 

- 

11,350,000  00 

11,600,000  00 

11,650,000  00 

11,300,000  00 

Rhode  Island 

2,317,320  00 

2,317,320  00 

2,317,320  00 

2,317,320  00 

Connecticut 

. 

3,655,750  00 

4,063,675  GO 

3,909,575  00 

4,021,262  00 

New  York  - 

17,185,352  00 

17,700,736  00 

17,145,979  00 

16,991,704  00 

New  Jersey 

. 

2,121,932  00 

2.071,957  00 

1,672,115  GO 

2,076,465  00 

Pennsylvania 

14,963,333  00 

15,346,432  00 

15,393,594  00 

15,732,615  00 

Delaware 

- 

996,990  00 

973,890  00 

974,500  00 

974,500  00 

Maryland 

7,872,002  00 

8,243,422  00 

8,346,782  00 

8.657,147  00 

District  of  Columbia 

- 

4,060,814  00 

4,244,765  00 

4,650,176  00 

5,008,527  00 

Virginia 

3,592,000  00 

4,752,460  00 

5,521,415  00 

4,884,565  00 

North  Carolina  - 

. 

1,576,600  00 

2,594,600  00 

2,776,000  00 

2,796,600  00 

South  Carohna 

3,730,900  00 

3,832,758  00 

3,832,758  00 

3,919,973  00 

Georgia  - - . 

623,580  00 

1,239,440  00 

1,502.600  00 

1,502,600  00 

Louisiana 

1,432,300  00 

1,402,300  00 

1,422,300  00 

1 ,432,300  00 

Mississippi 

100,000  00 

100,000  00 

100,000  00 

200,000  00 

Tennessee  - 

212,962  ©0 

365,610  00 

498,506  GO 

995,500  00 

Kentucky 

- 

932,600  00 

2,532,000  00 

2,057,000  00 

2,823,100  00 

Ohio  - - - 

- 

1,435,819  00 

1,932,108  00 

2,806,737  00 

2,003,969  00 

Indiana  - - - 

Missouri 

“ 

” 

- 

127,624  00 
193,125  00 

Bank  of  the  United  States 

80,378,504  00 

88,185,823  00 

89,380,707  00 

90,676,446  00 
35,000,000  00 

125,676,446  00 

79 
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C.— \ Statement,  shewing-  the  condition  of  the  banks  in  the  several  states,  districts  and  territories  of 
the  United  States,  as  far  as  the  same  was  known,  at  the  treasury  department,  in  the  year  1819. 

[abstract.] 


STATE,  DISTRICT, 

OB  TERRITORY. 

CAPITAL 
PAID  IN. 

NOTES  IN 
CIRCULATION. 

DEPOSITES. 

SPECIE. 

Public. 

Private. 

Maine  - 

- 

1,536,666  66 

1,336,783  00 

34,609  86 

253,582  27 

339,749  45 

Massachusetts  - 

10,475,116  68 

2,474,107  00 

106,341  29 

2,510,194  44 

901,700  41 

Kew-Hampshire 

- 

1,005,276  00 

589,114  00 

117,441  26 

153,831  53 

Vermont  - 

44,955  00 

185,342  00 

: 

46,121  77 

49,690  69 

Rhode-Tsland 

2,982,026  12 

738,192  97 

38,857  81 

464,654  08 

406,867  80 

Connecticut 

467,937  50 

138,234  00 

22,348  49 

53,431  40 

44,645  70 

New-Jersey  - 

214,740  00 

110,624  00 

25,417  00 

127,186  00 

21,413  00 

Pennsylvania  - 

8,595,788  59 

3,919,894  80 

57,222  84 

2,880,928  33 

1,061,067  23 : 

Delaware 

974,900  75 

405,972  62 

211,454  37 

115.502  95' 

Maryland  - 

86,290  00 

44,435  50 

27,153  41 

21,030  15 

Columbia 

5,525,319  00 

838,030  36 

980,510  08 

464,393  30 

265,234  00 

Virginia  - 

5,212,192  50 

2,733,745  88 

37,396  47 

844,659  20 

993,672  76 

North-Carolina 

2,964,887  00 

3,851,919  00 

635,761  00 

705,582  00 

§outh-Carolina  - 

1,800,000  00 

788,200  00 

377,163  00 

; 245,487  98 

Georgia 

600,000  00 

705,203  50 

1,165  18 

202,481  76 

346,445  61 

Alabama  - 

321,112  50 

166,686  62 

888,138  79 

70,243  92 

192,708  46 

Tennessee  - 

1,545,867  50 

898,129  00 

17,003  71 

262,866  22 

343,884  41 

Kentucky  - 

4,307,431  56 

1,403,404  71 

1,035,653  18 

693,381  19 

Ohio 

1,697,463  21 

1,203,869 '46 

191,454  22 

262,999  88 

433,612  04 

Indiana 

202,857  07 

276,288  50 

191,484  95 

25,264  68 

86,350  83 

Illinois 

140,910  00 

52,021  00 

119,036  92 

32,568  60 

74,715  51 

Missouri  - 

250,000  00 

135,258  50 

700,679  05 

72,973  00 

2.52,563  50 

Mississippi  - 

900,000  00 

275,447  00 

212,980  01 

79,608  01 

51,851,737  64 

23,270,903  42 

3,391,766  66 

11,192,155  08 

7,828,745  21 

New-York  - 

20,488,933  00 

12,500,000  00 

Not  stated. 

Not  stated. 

2,000,000  00 

72,340,770  64 

35,770,903  42 

9,828,745  21 

The  following  items  are  also  given  in  the  table,  the  aggregates  of  Vt^hich  it  may  be  useful  to  notice™ 
observing,  carefully,  that  there  is  no  return  of  any  of  those  from  the  banks  in  New  York. 


Due  other  banks  ^3,039,403  89 

Undivided  profits  2,469,836  46 

Loans  on  discounts  73,623,595  76 

Due  by  other  banks,  in  notes  or  otherwise  7,616,252  54 

United  States’  stocks  ::::::::::::  1,506,320  52 

Stocks  of  incorporated  companies,  bills  of  exchange,  and  miscellaneous  effects  : i 2,278,075  1.2 

Real  estate  2,262,923  40 

Later  returns  from  the  banks  in  Maine  and  Massachusetts,  and  several  banks  in  Pennsylvania,  shew 

the  following  results: 


jyiainey 

C capital 
^ specie 

increased  about  1-13 

« in 

-circulation  increased  about  1-30 

/'I ' 1 vi  o "1 

On 

1 1 0 

1 1*/"*  1 1 1 tl  ^"1 /"I 

1 1 Q 

JMassachusetts  - 

{ 

^ capital 
^ specie 

uu. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

5-10 

1.54 

”*Ci  1 CU  IciLiUIl  CIO* 

-discounts  increased 

— f'l VPii  1 *3 Oil 

J - JL 

1 25 
4-10 
1-6 

Pennsylvania 

[ specie 

1-13— 

-discounts  do. 

(y^It  will  be  seen  that  the  preceding  returns  are  very  imperfect — as,  for  instance,  the  capital  paid 
in  in  Maryland,  is  given  at  86,290 — whereas  the  real  amount  is  nearly  millions  of  dollars.  Several 

of  the  other  items  I know,  from  various  documents  in  my  possession,  are  pretty  nearly  correct;  yet 
some  are  also  much  deficient.  But  a reference  to  the  preceding  table  will  correct  some  of  those  as  to 
the  amount  of  capital.  [Ed.  Reg. 

D. — A statement  shewing  the  aggregate  amount  of  the  capital,  circulation,  specie,  and  discounts,  of 
several  banks,  (sixteen  in  number)  situated  in  Maine,  Massachusetts,  Rhode-Tsland,  Pennsylvania, 
District  of  Columbia,  Virginia,  South-Carolina,  Georgia,  and  Ohio,  on  the  30th  September,  annually, 
in  1813,  1815,  and  1819. 


TEAR. 

CAPITAL. 

CIRCULATION. 

SPECIE. 

DISCOUNTS. 

1813 

^6,903,377  GO 

5^6,845,344  00 

^3,059,149  00 

§12,990,975  00 

1815 

8,852,371  00 

9,944,757  00 

1,693,918  00 

15,727,218  00 

1819 

9,711,960  00 

4,259,334  00 

1,726,465  00 

12,959,560  00 
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E. 

A Statement,  showing  the  rate  of  exchange  between  Boston,  New-York,  Philadelphia  and  Balti, 
more,  and  London,  during  the  years  1813,  1814,  1815,  and  1816,  and  also  the  price  of  specie  at 
New-York,  and  the  rate  of  exchange  between  that  place,  Boston,  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore, 
during  the  same  period. 

Note— The  rate  of  premium  is  designated  by  the  letter  n,  and  the  rate  of  discount  by  the  letter  d; 
in  the  fractional  places  the  letter  h designates  one-half,  the  letter  q one-quarter. 


PER  CENT 


1813.  .Tanuary 
February  » 
March  . 
April  • 
May 
June . 

July 

August  . 
September 
October  . 
November 
December* 

1814.  .Tanuary  . 
February 
March  • 
April  » 
May  . 

June 
July  • 
August . 
Septemhevt 
October! 
November! 
December! 

1815.  January  . 

Febrnary§ 
March 
April  . 
May . • 

June  « 
July  . 
August  . 
September 
October . 
November 
December 

1816.  .Tanuary  . 
February 
March  . 
April  . 
May  . 

June 

July  - 

August  « 

September 

October.' 

November 

December 


Specie. 


a 10  to  11 

a 11 
a 12 

a 13/ito  15 
a 14  to  15 

a 20 
a 12 
a *6 

a 2A  to  3 


Bills 


PEll  CENT 
a 1-2 

a *1-2 

a *1-2 

el-2 

a 1 

a 1*  1-2 


a 23 

a 10  to  11 
e 13/j  to  15 

«8  1-2 
0 6 to  6A 
a 6 

a 1-2  to  1 


NEW-TORK. 

at 

boston.  ] 

AT 

?hm,ad’a.  : 

AT  1 

baltim’e 

1 Bills  on 
Philaddp’a 

Bills  on 
Baltimore. 

Bills 

in  London.  ( 

Bills 

on  London.  ( 

Bills 

in  London,  i 

Bills  i 
)n  London. 

PER  CENT 

PER  CEMT 

it?ER  CENT 

PER  CENT 

PER  CENT  , 

PER  CENTj 

dl8 

d 18 

1 17A  to  19 

d 17 

d 17 

d 18  to  20 

d 17 

d 16  1-2 

d 18  to  15 

d 16 

d]5 

d 16 

d 14  to  15 

d 15  I 

, 

d 16 

d 16  to  17 

d 16  1 

• 

d 15 

d 16  to  17 

d 17 

dl5 

d 15 

d IS  to  l7/j 

d 15  i 

• 

d 14  1-2 

d 16h to  15 

. 

d 14  1-2 

d 14/)  to  15 

t/14 

(1  14  1-2 

d 15  to  12h 

d 14  to  15 

rfl3 

d I2h  to  13 

d 10  to  32/) 

• 

d 7 

d 13  to  5 

d 10  to  \2h 

d8 

dS 

d 5 to  2 

• 

d8 

d 6A  to  9 

ds 

• 

d 10 

d 7 to  10 

d 8 

d 7 1-2 

d 8 

d 5 to  8A 

dS 

• 

d 10 

d 8 to  10 

« 

d 12 

d 9 to  12 

(15 

d 11 

d 12  1-2 

d 9 to  12 

d 10  to  7h 

• 

d 12 

d 12  to  13 

d 11  to  7 

d 12 

d 14  to  7h 

d 1 1 to  7 

d 5to6 

d 13  1-2 

d 10  to  2h 

d 3 to  par 

d 12  1-2 

d 2h  to  2h  a 

par  to  2h  a 

• 

d 16 

par  to  2h  a 

2h  to  3 a 

d2 

par  to  1 £E 

rfl4 

1 to  3 a 

4 to  par 

• 

d 14 

3 to  2 d 

par 

• 

d 8 

2 to  2 3-4  d 

paj-  to  2 d 

d3 

(16 

d 4 

d 8 

2/)  to  par 

par  to  3h  a 

• 

d 51-2 

par  to  6 a • 

2Xo7h  a 

« 

d 9 

4 to  7 a 

7 to  8 a 

d 4*  1-2 

d6 

par 

d4  1-2 

Sh  to  6h  a 

8 to  5 a 

• 

d 9 

6h  to  10  a 

8 to  16  a 

• 

d3 

11  to  7h  a 

ll/)tol9  a 

d 5 

d7 

a 11 

d2\-2 

I6h  to  18  a 

18  to  20  a 

• 

d31-2 

14  to  9 a 

18  to  11  a 

• 

d21-2 

l0tol2A  c 

14  to  16  a 

d4l-2 

d 8 

c 7 to  7 1-2 

dll-2 

10  to  12^  c 

14  to  15  a 

par 

12  to  13  a 

15  to  16  a 

a 3 

12A  to  16  a 

16  to  20  a 

d 5 1-2 

</*10 

a 9 to  9 1-2 

a 3 1-2 

14  to  16  a 

18  to  20  a 

, 

par 

16  to  20  a 

18  to  20  a 

d 1 1*2 

17^  to  20  a 

20  to  22  a 

d lOq  to  10/ 

d 14 

a 3 1-2 

par 

18  to  10  a 

20  to  17  a 

• 

a 1-2 

10  to  16^  < 

:i  17  to  14  a 

o 3 

14  to  15  a 

16  to  13  a 

d 4 1-2  to  5 

! (i  7 1-2 

j a 6 

C4  1-2 

12  to  15  a 

17  to  15  a 

1 « 

C4  1-2 

14  to  16/)  < 

y.  15  to  9 c 

• 

a 2 

Sh  to  7 a 

9 to  10  a 

*Bills  on  London  fluctuated  very  much  in  price  towards  the  close  of  December,  at  Boston  and 
Philadelphia. 

j-Specie  payments  suspended  at  New-York,  and  south  of  that  place,  1st  September, 
f Bills  on  London  fluctuated  very  much  during  these  three  months,  at  Boston  and  Philadelphia. 
§News  of  peace  13th  of  this  month,  when  the  price  of  London  bills  declined. 


^^Let  us  see  the  light.’’ 

The  following  explains  a thing  that  has  often  per- 
plexed me,  not  being  much  versed  in  the  ways 
of  the  world.  It  is  anonymous  -but  I know  the 
hand-writing,  and  can  assure  the  readers  of  the 
Rerister  that  the  author  of  it  is  perfectly  ac- 
quainted with  the  nature  of  the  things  disclosed, 
and  that,  in  my  opinion,  he  is  incapable  of  misre- 
presenting facts. 

Give  the  most  extensive  latitude  that  can  be  allow- 
ed to  the  cases  referred  to — viz.  that  accounts, 
just  in  themselves,  sometimes  cannot  be  passed 
for  want  of  some  forms  or  formal  vouchers,  it  ap 


pears  to  me  that  the  measures  adopted  for  the 
settlement  are  begun  at  the  Tjrong  end;  or,  in  com- 
mon phrase,  “the  cart  is  put  before  the  horse.’® 
It  seems  to  me,  that  it  ought  to  be  the  especial 
duty  of  the  proper  ofllcer,  ?yhe  cannot  settle  a 
person’s  account  according  to  “justice  and  equi- 
ty,” to  state  the  whole  reason  of  it  to  congress, 
with  the  amount  of  the  money  that  ought  to  be 
admitted  to  the  credit  of  such  person;  on  which 
congress,  as  the  custom  generally  is,  might  admit 
or  reject  the  claims  as  should  seem  correct,  and 
not  suffer  undefined  amounts  to  be  paid  away 
without  their  positive  consent.  Then  “we  the 
people”  should  know  exactly  how  our  money  was 
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disposed  of,  and  the  responsibility  would  rest 
where  it  oug-ht.  We  should  hear  of  few  pre- 
sents to  clerks  for  fretting  accounts  through,  and 
the  public  safety  and  individual  advantage  would 
be  exceedingly  promoted.  If  the  proper  officer 
refused  to  report,  the  claimant  might  apply  to 
congress,  and  the  officer  be  summoned  to  shew 
the  principles  of  his  decision. 

ipvery  considerate  man  who  is  acquainted  with  the 
nature  and  extent  of  the  business  submitted  to 
the  committee  of  claims,  must  be  aware  of  the 
severe  drudgery  which  the  gentlemen  compos- 
ing it  have  to  undergo,  and  a multitude  of  the 
claims  are  sufficiently  preposterous  “to  wear  out 
the  patience  of  a saint.’*  Still,  every  petition 
should  be  considered,  and  by  a more  pe  feet 
subdivision  of  labor,  it  is  thought  that  each  claim 
might  be  promptly  paid,  or  promptly  refused  to 
be  paid,  which  cannot  be  done  at  present,  let  the 
members  of  this  committee  be  as  zealous  as  they 
may.  Suppose  there  were  several  committees  of 
claims,  whose  respective  duties  should  be  clearly 
designated — then  there  would  not  exist  a neces- 
sity to  neglect  so  many  things  as  are  neglebted; 
and,  whether  there  are  more  committees  than 
one  or  not,  the  mode  above  proposed  rather  les- 
sens than  adds  to  the  labor  of  the  committee.  It 
appears  now  as  if  congress  was  “saving  at  the 
spigot  and  letting  out  at  the  bung-hole:”  almost 
every  private  claim  is  reported  unfavorably  of, 
but  the  weighty  requisitions  for  the  several  de- 
partments, though  in  some  cases  severely  con- 
tested, are  generally  complied  with. 

In  fact — we  want  more  economy  of  time  and  mo- 
ney, and  a deeper  looking  into  the  public  con- 
cerns. There  never  was  a season  so  well  fitted  to 
bring  about  system,  as  at  the  present,  for  party 
has  lost  its  fervor  and  force,  and  a man  now  may 
oppose  or  support  any  measure  of  government, 
without  a spirit  of  hostility  or  mean  subservien- 
cy being  imputed  to  him. 

Mr,  Miles — 

Believing  it  to  be  the  duty  of  every  good  citizen 
to  contribute  his  mite  to  the  promotion  of  the  “ge- 
neral welfare,”  I respectfully  submit  to  you,  and, 
through  you,  (if  you  please)  to  the  public,  the  fol- 
lowing facts — to  the.  end  that  the  “procedure  may 
fee  corrected,”  if  it  shall  be  deemed  right  to  cor- 
rect it. 

In  casting  my  eye  over  the  newspapers,  I occa- 
sionly  see  acts  for  the  relief  of  sundry  persons  who 
had  petitioned  congress,  worded  after  the  following 
manner — “That  iffie  accounting  officer  of  the  pro- 
per department  be,  and  he  is  hereby  authorised  to 

settle  and  adjust  the  account  of upon  just 

and  equitable  principles.’’  Under  a law  like  this, 
the  party  petitioning,  it  is  presumed,  generally 
gets  what  he  usks.  Now  I should  like  to  knovv  how 
any  one  can.,  rightfully,  have  more  extensive  cre- 
dits allowed  him  under  such  a law,  than  he  would 
have  been  entitled  to  without  it?  Are  not  all  ac- 
counts between  individuals  and  the  public  settled 
in  conformity  to  the  principles  of  “justice  and  equi- 
ty?” The  reason  of  the  practice  is  simply  this: — 
Congress,  with  a view  either  to  get  rid  of  the  trou- 
ble of  investigating  a claim,  or  of  the  responsibility 
of  allowing  or  rejecting  it,  pass  a law  of  the  kind 
abovementioned;  and,  although  it  does  not  confer  a 
narticle  of  additional  power  on  the  officer  who  is  to 


adjust  the  account,  there  is,  nevertheless,  a perfect 
understa7idingth8it  much  more  extensive  credits  are 
to  be  allowed  the  party  than  it  was  deemed  expe- 
dient to  allow  him  before  the  passage  of  the  last 
law--which  is,  generally,  entitled  an  act  for  his 
“reliei.”  - Whatever  allowances  may  be  made,  the 
officer  making  them  always  takes  care  to  shield 
himself  under  this  law; — and  congress  think  they 
have  done  their  duty  when  they  have  directed  the 
account  to  be  settled  according  to  the  principles  of 
*fequitp  and  justice,”—  An  act,  as  I before  remarke<f, 
of  entire  supererogation,  because  all  public  ac- 
counts are  settled  upon  those  principles,  or  were 
intended  so  to  be  settled,  by  permanent  and  pre- 
existing laws.  By  contrivances  like  these,  large 
sums  of  money  are,  I feel  well  assured,  either 
wrongfully  drawn  from  the  public  treasuiy,  or  large 
claims  on  individuals  who  stood  previously  indebt- 
ed, are  wiped  off. 

This  contrivance,  either  to  get  money  out  of  the 
treasury,  or  to  prevent  the  return  of  large  sums 
previously  drawn  from  it,  is  not  of  very  old  date.  I 
have  a perfect  recollection  of  the  first  case  of  this 
kind  that  occurred, — on  settling  the  account  of  a 
certain  man,  he  fell  in  debt  to  the  government 
about  twelve  thousand  dollars,  after  giving  him  cre- 
dit for  every  fair  and  proper  charge  made  in  his 
account.  The  same  person  afterwards  became  con- 
spicuous on  a certain  memorable  occasion.*  Not 
long  after  this  he  petitioned  congress  for  “relief,” 
— who  passed  a law  authorising  his  account  to  be 
settled  upon  “just  and  equitable  principles,  under 

the  direction  of  the  secretary  of  It  had 

already  been  settled  upon  just,  fair  and  equitable 
principles,  under  the  “direction”  of  the  same  officer; 
and  yet,  with  no  other  provision  in  his  favor  than 
that  his  account  should  again  be  settled  upon  “just 
and  equitable  principles,  under  the  direction  of 

the  secretary  of’’ , on  the  re-adjustment  of  his 

account,  the  old  balance  against  him  was  not  only 
entirely  extinguished,  but  the  sum  of  about  twelve 
thousand  dollars  was  reported  in  his  favor,  which 
he  received: — and  all  this  too  without  producing  a 
single  voucher  or  fact  other  than  what  had  been 
produced  on  the  first  settlement  of  the  account. 

There  is  so  much  of  trick  and  fraud  practised 
now  o’days  - so  much  of  legerdemain,  that  if  some 
of  these  shameful  practices  are  not  exposed  and 
corrected,  the  evils  will  continue  to  grow  upon  us, 
until,  at  last,  and  before  long,  we  shall  be  as  cor- 
rupt in  our  republic  as  they  are  in  any  of  their  cor- 
rupt governments  in  the  old  world. 

Believing,  Mr.  Editor,  that  your  journal  has  done 
much  good  by  inculcating  sound  republican  doc- 
trines (I  mean  that  kind  of  republicanism  which 
means  something — not  that  which  means  *^any  thwg 
or  nothing”),  and  believing  also,  that  it  will  continue 
to  do  good  so  long  as  it  adheres  to  correct  princi- 
ples, and  abstains  from  meddling  with  parly  politics 
— mere  contests  between  the  and  the  outs,” — 
the  foregoing  remarks  are  respectfully  submitted 
to  your  discretion,  to  do  with  them  as  to  you  may 
seem  meet. — bv  one  of  the  peopi.e. 

Wth  March,  1820. 


* As  we  have  wo  personal  object  in  the  Begisteh, 
the  editor  has  taken  the  liberty  to  alter  a few  words 
here  which  might  have  led  to  an  individual’s  affair. 
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Occupation  of  P'loiuda.  An  inipoi  tuat  messag-e 
irom  the  president  ou  this  subject,  was  laid  before 
roiigress  on  Monday  last;  VVe  have  strongiy  op* 
po.*<ed  a seizure  of  tlie  Floridas  at  present,  though 
sugge  sted  by  the  president  at  the  opc  ning'  of  the 
session,  and  since  recoinn'.ended  by  the  cornmiltee 
I'll  foreig'n  reiations,  as  being-  not  only  unnecessary 
but  inexpedient,  and  are  pleased  to  find  reasons  to 
believe  that  a seizure  will  not  just  now  be  made. 
\Ve  must  frankly  confess,  iiowever,  that  we  do  not 
understand  why  the  European  powers  should  have 
interiered  in  this  matter,  though  it  happens  that 
Iheiv  advice  or  wishes  so  well  agrees  witk  our  own, 
as  to  the  most  material  parts. 

The  proposed  new  tariff.  We  intended  to  have 
published  this  week,  the  bill  lately  introduced  into 
the  house  of  representatives  by  Mr.  Baldwin,  from 
ti-e  committee  of  commerce  and  manufactures,  to 
establish  anew  tariff.  'I'his  bill  seems  to  have  been 
devised  with  g’reat  care,  and  in  most  respects  comes 
lip  to  the  reasonable  wishes  of  nearly  every  consi- 
di-rabie  class  of  manufacturers,  and  also  etfectualiy 
protects  every  product  of  agriculture  whicii  may- 
be interfered  with  by  importations  from  abroad^ 
such  as  of  cotton,  sugaf,  &c.  The  passage  of  tins 
bill,  together  wdth  those  directing  the  prompt  pay- 
ment of  duties  and  for  regulating  sale  s at  auction, 
ivould  cover  our  country  with  smiles  in  less  tliah 
six  months, 

JsTorth-iveit  passoq-e.  A-  report  is  circnlaieei  in 
London,  on  the  authority  of  a lettbf  signed  «.Joi>n 
Me  Tat-ish,”  and  dated  at  Montreal,  Dec.  27,  1819, 
that,  by  the  ships  which  left  Lngland  for  the  pur- 
pose last  summer,  the  long-  supposed  north-west 
passage  has  been  discovered- that  they  had  passed 
thi'ough  one  of  the  sounds  of  ilaffin’s  bay  and  reach- 
ed tlie  mouth  of  tiie  Cojiper  Mine  river,  believed 
to  empty  into  the  North  Pacific  ocean.  The  story 
is  imjn-obable — had  an  event  of  such  importance 
been  known  at  Montreal  in  ilecember  last,  we  must 
needs  have  heard  of  it  before  this  lime. 

>iAiL  robreriEs.  As  the  eastern  fnail  due  at 
Baltimore,  on  Saturday  last,  the  2,->tii  iilt.  did  not 
arrive  in  season,  a suspicion  was'  entertained  that  it 
had  been  robbed^ — and  information  was  smui  received 
that  the  hoi*ses  employed  in  conveying  it  w'ere  found 
tied  to  a tree  about  tiii-ee  miles  fr-om'the  city.  The 
mail  is  at,  present  transported  by  a carriage  pre- 
pared for  the  purpose,  and  not  in  stages— the 
general  preference  of  travelling  in  the  steam  bbafs 
rendering  the  latter  inode  unprofitable  to  the  con- 
tractors. 

The  alarm  instantly  raised.  Parties  of 

patriotic  citizens  went  out  immediately,  on  the 
invitation  of  Mr.  Skinner,  the  post  master,  to  scour 
the  country  in  all  directions:  The  driver,  mail  and 
carriage  w-ere  found  about  eight  and  an  half  miles 
from  the  city,  in  a thicket  near  the  road,  where  a 
sjuantity  of  brush-wood  had  been  laid  to  obstruct  it. 
The  driver  was  discovered  wifh  his  arms  extended 
and  fiistened  totfees,-  murdered,  by  a bullet  wound 
and  two  stabs  in  his  breast ! ! i The  mail  bags  cut 
®i>en  and  rified,  and  the  frugnieuts  of  letters  strew- 
ed upon  the  ground. 

Vox,.  X-ldlL’ — 7, 


The  situation  o4'  the  horses  indicated  tiiat  tiie 
murdcrei's  and  rbbbershad  I’etired  from  the  horrid, 
deed  towariis  B dtimore~*iieavy  I’c-wards  were  of**' 
fered  foi'  the  discovery  of  the  wretches — every  bo  Jy 
was  on  tlie  alert,  foi- all  were  deeply  interested  in 
detecting  the  fiagrant  offenders;  and,  dh  the  after- 
noon of  the  same  day,,  two  persons  were  arrested 
and  committed  to  jail,  cliarged  with  the  muia  ei  and 
robbery.  One  of  them  named  Perry  Hutton,  a na- 
tive of  Delaware,  formeri}*  a well  known  stage- 
driver,  wJio  lately  broke  jail  at  Richmond  where  he 
had  been  committed  for*  kidnapping;  the  other  a 
certain  Morris  N.  B.  Hull,  a native  of  New  York, 
passing-  for  a doctor.  On  their  persons  werwfmuid 
more  than  6000  dollars,  and  their  trunks  being 
examined,  upwards  of  10,000  dollars  more  were  re- 
covered, a considerable  part  in  half  notes:  'fiiey 

are  both  young  men,  about  26  years  of  age,  and 
had  arrived  at  Baltimore  from  New  York  on  the 
Tuesday  preceding.  Other  persons  Were  taken  iip 
on  suspicion  of  being-  accomplices,  but  discharged, 
in  the  affair  of  the  murder,  Hutton  and  Hull  main- 
tained  an  obstinate  silence.  I'he  belief  is  in  esi.sta- 
ble  that  the  murdered  man,  wdiose  hame  was  John 
lieap.s,  knewilmton,  which  caused  hisdeatli. 

The  amount  of  money  obtained  by  them  must  be 
conjectui-al— it  is  thbugiit  however”  that  nearly  all 
lias  been  recovered.  Ail  the  letters  or  parts  of 
letters  ascertained  to  be  fol- the  BaRihioi-e  otfide, 
which  have  d>me  t©  harid,  Were  delivered.  J’he 
packets  and  letters  intended  for  other  offices,  were 
forwarded  to  the  general  post  office,  fur  examina- 
tion ami  di.stribittiow. 

Poor  Heap.s,  the  murdered  driver,  was  a foreign- 
er.  who  emigrated  to  the  United  States  about  two 
years  sihee.  Having  established  a fair  character 
arid  found  the  fiieans  of  subsiStehce,  he  sent  forlii.s 
family,  a wife  and  several  chikirenj  who  recently  ar» 
rived!  pistol  was  put  so  near  to  his  breast,  that 
his  clothes  Were  singed.  A leather  mask  has  been 
found  near  the  spot  at  y/hich  lie  was  killed.  Mea- 
sures have  been  taken  to  obtain  some  jprovision  lor 
his  family.  See  proceedings  in  congress: 

P.  S.^  The  mail  robbers, ’iLiUon  ami  Hull,  have 
inadeafree  confession  of tlieir  guilt  to  fudge  Hfanvl 
oftheU.  S district  court.  They  agree  in  e . cry 
thing  but  this  - Hutton  says  that  they  did  riot  oim 
ginaliy  intend  to  kill  the  driver,  the  othef-  dc-dares 
that  they  did.  Hull  shot  him,  and  Hutton,  (as  rep.ort 
says,)  stabbed  him  to  put  him  out  of  his  nhsery,  ti  oni 
the  first  wound.  The  driver  did  not  resist'  The 
robbers  assert  that  they  had  no  aCcomphees,  ‘md 
that  every  dollar  which  they  obtained  has  been  re- 
covered. 1’heir  plans  -vvere  laid  in  New  York. 

'fhus  it  is,  tluit  fobbef^  of  the  mail  are  always 
detected,  and  it  is  to  be  hoped  that  sudi  outrages  on 
society  will  Oeasefforn  thecerhnr.tt  offmnishn.ent. 

. 0[j"Gentlemeri  who  sent  monev  to  the  editor  of' 
the  Register,  that  may  haVy  been  in  the  robbed 
rnffil,  and  which  is  not  receipted  fOr  in  due 
will  please  to  notify  him  of  it,  with  ail  possible  per- 
spicuity, that  applications  for  it  maV  be  made  to 
the  general  post  office. 

JVexv  York,  Mdfeh  '27.— PoT  a few  day.^  past,  a 
man  wdio  crilis  bus  name  Snitb,  hsisbeeri  atJempting 
to  seduce  the  uriVer  of  the  eastern  ma, I stage  into 
a comspiracy  to- rob  thema'iL  I'he  driver  haring 
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acted  with  great  discretion  on  the  occasion,  has 
been  the  means  of  arresting  tiie  man,  and  frustrat- 
ing his  wicked  intentions,  he  pretended  to  Smith 
tinil  he  would  aid  in  tlie  .-obbery  and  share  with  him 
the  plunder.  In  the  mean  lime,  he  informed  gen. 
Hailey  of  the  circumstances,  who  took  measures  ac- 
cordingly. Yesterday  (Sunday)  morning,  being  the 
time  agreed  upon,  the  robber  took  his  station  on 
the  front  seat  of  the  coach,  witii  the  driver,  as  they 
started  from  East  Chester.  He  soon  opened  the 
mail  with  alalse  key,  and  took  out  several  packa- 
ges; when,  on  a signal  from  the  drivej’,  the  gentle- 
men inside  the  coach,  Mr.  Custis,  a ])oiice  oliicer, 
and  Mr.  Wiley,  of  the  post  office,  immediately  se- 
cured him.  'I'he  villain  is  safe  in  Bridewell.  It 
V as  his  intention  to  have  opened  the  mail  occasion- 
ally w'ith  his  false  key  and  take  out  a few  packages, 
then  to  close  it — so  that  no  clue  could  have  been 
had  to  the  marmer  of  t!ie  robberies,  and  suspicion 
would  have  fixed  upon  the  post  masters. 

(][;;j’Tbis  Smith,  or,  as  he  is  called  in  another  pa- 
pe-,  Smith  JJavifi,  apptrars  from  som.e  time  expres- 
sions wiiich  he  let  fall  during  his  examination,  to 
have  been  concerned  with  those  who  robbed  the 
maii  and  murdered  the  driver,  near  Baltimore  - he 
said  “that  this  occurrence  was  but  trifling,  compar- 
ed with  what  may  be  expected  to  occur  somewhere 
between  Boston  and  Charleston,  South  Carolina.” 
He  added — “I  knoAV  that  there  is  a combination  of 
at  least  fif<y  persons,  of  genteel  appearance,  who 
are  determined  to  carry  their  point.”  The  magis- 
trates used  every  argument  to  induce  the  prisoner 
to  disclose  the  names  of  the  persons  v/ho  had  thus 
combined.  This  lie  obstinately  refused,  but  said, 
if  the  president,  after  his  trial,  would  grant  him  a 
pardon,  he  woukl  then  disclose  the  whole. 


Religious  PerseciitioBS. 

We  recently  noticed  the  conviction  of  a cer- 
tain person  named  Carlisle,  in  London,  for  blas- 
PHEMV,  on  account  of  his  having  published  Paine’s 
“Age  of  Reason.”  I he  consequence  of  the  convic- 
tion was,  that  several  thousand  copies,  ewry  copy 
of  the  work  for  sale  in  that  metropolis,  was  imme- 
diately bought  up  by- the  people! 

It  is  alway  s thus.  I well  recollect  a circumstance 
■which  happened  in  one  of  our  own  cities, of  the  fol- 
lowiiig  nature:  A crafty  bookseller  had incidently 

become  possessed  of  a large  quantity  of  a stupid 
work,  in  w'hich  what  were  deemed  the  supersti- 
tions of  o!ie  of  our  sects,  was  furiously  attacked. 
They  lumbered  his  shelves  for  a long  time — he 
ne\ev  was  even  asked  for  the  book!  To  relieve  him 
self  of  ids  bad  stock,  he  po/z/e/i/ presented  a copy  of 
tl»e  work  to  the  different  clergymen  of  the  sect  at- 
tacked, with  a very  modest  hint  that  such  outra- 
geous slandei's  otight  to  be  resisted!  Well — the 
clergy  fell  into  the  trap:  the  chief  of  them,  with 
great  zeal,  condemned  the  work  from  his  pulpit 
aiul  cautioned  his  hearers  against  it — the  conse- 
quence was,  that  in  threredays  the  bookseller  sold 
every  cop\  that  lie  had,  and  at  an  advanced  price  oi' 
account  of  the  demand,  and  gravely  proposed  to 
publish  a new  edition  of  the  “popular”  volume! 

liA  the  United  States,  there  is  no  statute  law  to 
prevent  the  pubiication  of  books  called  blasphe- 
motis;  but  the  moral  law  is  opposed  to  such  pro- 
ductions, and  they  drop  “still-born  from  the  press.” 
Be  riiaps,  if  all  the  bookstores  in  Baltimore  were 
scai-clied,  a sir.gle  copy  of  the  “Age  of  Rejison” 
could  not  be  found  in  them;  or,  if  a copy  waslfound, 
it  wouhl  be  discovered  among  what  the  booksel- 
iers  call  rubbish  and  covered  witli  dust.  I have  not. 


seen  one  for  many  years,  it  is  out  of  print,  and 
will  remain  so,  unle.ss  persecution  excites  curiosity 
about  it — for  it  is  a thing  without  merit  or  power  in 
itself. 

When  will  men  learn  wisdom.?  Are  we  never  to 
arrive  at  a state  when  “common  sense”  shall  influ*- 
ence  society?  Have  we  made  so  little  progress  in 
Chriiiianitxj^  as  to  believe  that  human  laws  are  ne- 
cessary to  support  the  sublime  principles  of  tlie 
gospel?  VV'eare  solemnly  charged  to  let  such  things 
alone — “if  they  be  of  h/c7j  tliey  will  come  to  nought 
— but  if  of  God,  ye  cannot  overthrow  them.”  If 
then,  our  religion  is  o;  Divine  origin,  and  all  pro- 
fessing Christians  at  least  say  that'it  is,  why  do  we 
falsify  our  profes.sion  by  attempting  to  /bi  ce  it — as 
though  Infinite  Mercy  was  pleased  with  persecu- 
tion, and  Unbounded  Power  unable  to  bring  about 
His  own  purposes?  Is  the  which  offered  favor- 
ite scraps  of  the  gospel  in  one  hand,  and  pointed 
to  the  faggot  with  the  other,  wherewith  people 
might  be  roasted  alive  for  the  “glory  of  God,” — to 
last  forever? 

rlie  undoubted  and  a most  blessed  effect  of  the 
gospel  dispensation,  freely  and  really  preached  to 
ail,  is  to  emancipate  the  minds  of  men,  and  lead 
them  into  “all  truth” — teaching,  that  they  are  aw- 
fully responsible,  not  to  their  fellow'-men  but  ta 
their  Creator  liimself,  for  their  faith  ami  conduct. 
Hence,  in  pi’oportion  as  genuine  Christianity  pre- 
vails, every  one  believes  that  he  must  do  his  own 
work,  and  his  confidence  in  those  who  make  a 
“craft”  of  religion,  is  diminished.  I do  not  mean 
by  this  that  the  respect  due  to  preachers  of  the  gos- 
pel is  lessened — it  is  rightful  to  exhort,  reprove 
and  instruct  the  people,  on  all  suitable  occasions, 
and  cull  their  attention  to  the  duties  which  they 
owe  to  God  and  all  the  creatures  and  things  by  Him 
made— but  as  in  opposition  to  that  truly  blasphe- 
mous conduct  which  converted  men  by  the  sword, 
and  established  certain  individuals  as  depositories  of 
the  will  of  God  regarding  man,  as  is  more  or  less  the 
case  in  every  country  infested  by  government- 
priests  and  national-churches,  no  matter  what  the 
sect  or  profes.sion  may  be.  Solitary  fragments  of 
this  anti-Christian  principle  prevail  in  tlie  United 
.S cates,  through  the  influence  oi' imported  books  and 
dogmas,  and  the  ambition  of  individuals.  We 
sometimes  hear  that  the  rev.  Mr.  A.  in  hispulpit^ 
attacked  the  rev.  Mr.  B.  and  that  Mr  B.beat  “the 
drum  ecclesiastic”  against  Mr.  A.  spouting  like  a 
couple  oflawyers  atthebar  forthesake  oftheirfees, 
and  equally  scurrilous.  Happily,  these  things  are 
rare  and  are  going  out  of  fashion;  but  solitary  cases 
must  be  expected  while  some  of  our  state  constitu- 
tions recognize  a sort  of  right  in  the  civil  govern- 
ment to  regidate  men’s  faith,  and  presci’ibe  the 
manner  in  which  they  shall  worship  their  Maker, 
under  penalties  for  non-conformity! 

A light  goes  forth,  human  laws  to  support  hea- 
venly principles,  retire — and  the  interference  of  in- 
terested men  gTOWs  into  disrepute.  It  is  the  natu- 
ral disposition  of  man  to  resist  dictation  from  his  fel- 
low-man, and  there  are  many  that  will  do  what 
they  themselves  believe  to  be  wrong,  or  at  least  in- 
convenient to  them,  if  the  contrary  course  is  at- 
tempted to  be  forced  upon  them,  by  persons  wh» 
have  no  rightful  authority  over  them.  This  especi- 
ally prevails  in  matters  of  faith:  and  if  any  of  our 
legislatures  were  foolish  enough  to  pass  a law  to 
punish  a personfor  publish  i.'.g  the  “Age  of  Reason’* 
for  instance,  that  imbecile  book  would  be  immedi- 
ately put  to  press  and  published — and  be  read  by 
thousands  that  therefore  never  liad  cared  any 
thing  about  it.  In  the  spirit  to  do  this,  is  the  best 


NILES’  REGISTER— APRIL  1,  1820— RELIGIOUS  PERSECUTIONS.  83 


security  for  civil  or  religious  truth.  All  men  are 
fallible,  and  as  most  men  love  power,  the  bestcheck 
to  an  unjust  or  unholy  acquirement  of  it,  is  a 
principle  of  resistance  in  the  people.  We  are  told 
that  “the  devil  can  quote  scripture;”  meaning,  as  1 
suppose, that  the  most  evil  propensities  may  be  sup- 
ported by  partial  extracts  from  the  book  which  is  our 
*'  rule  and  guide”  i n things  of  the  greatest  moment  - 
here  and  hereafter. 

In  monarchical  countries,  where  sectarian  dog- 
mas are  established  by  law,  the  generation  of  h^po- 
c’-i(es  naturally  progresses.  The  priesthood  is  con- 
ferred by  favor,  and  the  veriest  villians  frequently 
profess  a belief  in  things  which  tliey  have  not  trou- 
bled themselves  to  understand,  for  the  sake  of  the 
salary  attached  to  the  clerical  office,  and  set  them- 
selves up  as  teachers  ofthe  {leople  without  one  spark 
of  godliness  or  virtue!  This  must  be  so  while  the 
outrageous  system  of  a goveniment-religion  endures; 
and,  when  persons  like  these — wlio  fatten  on  the 
sweat  and  blood  of  the  laboring  poor,  are  brought 
out  to  oppose  Paine’s  book  for  example,  the  people 
spontaneously  recollect  the  prophanecry  of  “great 
is  the  Diana  of  the  Ephesians,”  and  think  there  is 
some  “craft”  in  the  business,  as  well  they  may  do,  if 
it  is  denounced  by  those  abominable  men,  whose 
whole  lives  arc  at  war  'mi\\  jusiice^  mercy  humi- 
lUy.  The  idea  crosses  the  mind  like  that  which 
was  entertained  by  the  by-standers,  when,  during 
one  of  the  civil  and  “lioly”  wars  of  England,  a sol- 
dier, so  drunk  that  the  street  was  not  wide  enough 
for  him  to  walk  in,  was  brougiit  up  by  achurch,  and 

exclaimed,  “Are  you  there  you  old  b ; by 

I'll  support  you!”  We  become  disgusted  with  the 
b<‘st  tilings  if  presented  by  filthy  agents.  Even 
3inhnmet’s  paiMcIise  would  fail  to  please  the  most 
Wanton,  if  not  tendered  with  virgin  delicacy;  and 
be  as  loathsome  to  reflecting  minds  as  the  leprosy 
is  to  the  outward  maiY.  Mahomet  was  well  aware 
of  this  disposition;  for  he  represents  his  women  for 
the  pleasures’^f  the  “faitliful”  after  death,  as  pure 
and  unsullied.  There  is  nothing  more  repugnant 
to  my  feelings  than  to  see  what  I am  willingto  re- 
gard as  a sacred  or  solemn  rite,  performed  with  in- 
difference— OP  by  a person  that  my  conscience  tells 
me  is  unworthy  to  partake  in  it  himself.  Garrick, 
being  asked  by  a bishop,  why  it  was  that  the  peo- 
ple were  mere  attentive  to  listen  to  a play  than  a 
sermon,  said — “because  we  relate  fictions  as  if  they 
were  truths,  and  you  tell  truths  like  fictions.” 

In  free  countries — where  every  man  worships 
God  after  the  dictates  of  Ins  own  heart,  and  goes 
to  church  or  meeting,  or  lets  it  alone,  at  his  own 
will  and  disferetion — the  priests  and  ministers  are 
generally  good,  well-meaning-  men,  or  at  least,  are 
compelled  to  appear  to  be  such,  and  pay  homage  to 
virtue — else  they  lose  their  livings,  as  well  as  the 
respect  of  the  communities  in  which  they  reside. 
This  is  a matter  of  great  importance  to  true  reli- 
gion, and  the^  welfare  of  society  in  general:  and 
hence  it  is,  that  there  is  a sweet  aflection  commonly 
existing  between  the  clergy  and  their  hearers  in  the 
United  States,  which  canrw^exist  in  countries  where- 
in it  is  the  priest’s  great  object  to  get  as  much  as  he 
can  of  his  parish,  by  the  i-tvord,  and  the  first  consi- 
deration of  his  flock  to  prevent  it— in  which  there 
is  every  thing  but  a Christian  spirit. 

'I'Ue  persecuiio7i  ofthe  poor  thing,  Carlisle,  at  Lon- 
don, to  which,  if  1 recollect  righlly,  the  archbi<ihops 
were  summoned,  was  precisely  of  the  same  nature 
as  the  following- circul;!)-  from  the  pope  to  the  Irish 
prelates,  tboug'h  perhaps  both  would  have  made  a 
corninon  cause  against  Car/uf/e.  It  is  a curious  urti- 
‘le  t o appear  in  the  y ear  of  our  Lord  one  tho-asand 


eight  hundred  and  nineteen-  but  what  of  that.* 
Many  of  the  dignified  ciergy  oi'  England  did,  until 
very  receiuly,  opposed  the  general  instruction  ofthe 
poor  by  free  schools,  on  the  principle  that,  with  the 
progre.ss  of  knowledge,  their  own  power  would  be 
diminished!  Government-priests  and  government- 
religions  are  every  where  the  same — the  sink.s  of 
hypocricy  or  the  fountains  of  vice.  With  peculiar 
tenets  I have  nothing  to  do — it  is  their  construction 
and  operatuan  only  that  I deprecate,. 

Circular  of  ike  Pope  to  the  Irish  prelates^  on  the  sub- 
ject of  Bible  schools-^ 

^*Jlome,  Court  of  the  Sacred  Congregation 
for  the  propagation  of  the  faith.  Sept.  18,  1819, 
“My  Loi-d — rhe  prediction  of  our  Lord  Jesus 
Christ,  in  the  parable  of  the  sower  that  sowed  'good 
seed  in  his  field;  but  while  people  slept,  his  enemy 
came  and  sowed  tares  upon  the  wheat,’  Mat.  xvr, 
24,  is  to  the  very  great  injury  indeed  of  the  Catho- 
lic faith,  seen  verified  in  these  our  own  days,  par- 
ticularly in  Ireland;  for  information  has  reached  tjie 
ears  ofthe  sacred  congregation,  that  bible  schools 
supported  by  the  funds  of  the  Catholics,  have  been 
establislied  in  almost  every  part  of  Ireland,  in  which, 
under  pretence  of  charity,  the  inexperienced  of 
both  sexes,  but  particularly  peasants  and  paupers, 
are  allured  hy  the  blandishments  and  even  gifts  of 
the  masters,  and  infected  with  the  fatal  poison  of 
depi’aved  doctrines.  It  is  further  stated,  that  the 
directors  of  those  schools  are  generally  speaking 
methodists,  who  introd-ace  bibles  translated  into 
English  by  the  “Ibble  Society,”  and  abounding  ia 
errors,  with  the  sole  view  of  seducing  the  youth,  and 
entirely  enidicating  from  their  minds  the  truths  of 
the  orthodox  faith. 

“Under  these  circumstances,  your  lordsliip  alrea- 
dy perceives  vvith  what  solicitude  and  attenlion, 
pastors  are  bound  to  watch  and  carefully  protect 
their  flocks  from  the  “snares  of  wolves,  who  come 
in  the  clothing  of  sheep.”  If  the  pastors  sleep,  the 
enemy  will  quickly  creep  in  by  stealth,  and  sow  the 
lares;  soon  will  the  tares  be  seen  growing  among 
the  wheat,  anif  choke  it. 

“Every  possible  exertion  must  therefore  be  made 
to  keep  the  youth  away  from  these  destructive 
schools;  to  warn  parents  against  suffering  their  chil- 
dren, on  any  account  whatever,  to  be  led  into  error. 
But  for  the  purpose  of  escaping  the  snares  of  the 
adversaries,  no  pkm  seems  more  appropriate  than 
that  of  establishing  schools  wherein  saintary  in- 
structions may  be  Lmparied  to  paupers  and  illiterate 
country  persons. 

“In  the  name  then  of  the  bowels  (of  the  rssei-cy) 
of  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  we  exhort  and  beseech 
your  lordship  to  guard  your  flock  with  diligence, 
and  all  due  discretion,  from  those  who  are  in  the 
habit  of  thrusting  themselves  insidiously  into  the 
fold  of  Christ,  in  order  thereby  to  lead  tlie  u nu-ary 
sheep  astray;  and  mindful  ofthe  forewarningof  Pe- 
ter the  Apostle,  given  in  these  words,  v\z:  “ fhere 
shall  also  be  lying  masters  among  you,  wlio  slial 
bring  in  sects  of  perdition,  2 Pet,  ii  8”  aoyour  laiior* 
with  all  your  might  to  prevent  the  orthodox  youth 
from  being  corrujitedby  them;  an  object  which  will, 
I hope,  be  easily  effected  by  tiie  establishing  of  Ca- 
tholic schools  tliroughput  your  diocese.  And  con- 
fidently trusting  that  in  a matter  of  such  vast  im- 
portance, your  lordship  will  with  unbounded  zeal 
endeavor  to  prevent  the  wheat  from  being  choked 
by  the  tares,  I pray  the  all-good  and  omnipotent 
God  to  gun-d  and  preserve  you  safe  many  years. 

Your  lordship’s  most  ooedient  and  humble  ser- 
vant, “lb  CAKDIMAL  FONTANAj  Pretboi. 

“C.  M.  PEDICINA,  Sec’ry.” 
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ihis  paper,  just  how  made  known  to  tlie 
Eriiisu  public,  has  any  effect,  it  will  be  to  induce 
pariiairtent  still  to  refuse  eipancipatioh  to  the  Ha- 
inan Catholics  of  Ireland— working:  by  the  «rule  of 
contrary,”  just  liice  the  silly  persecution  of  Carlisle. 
It  Cannot  be  doubted,  but  tiiat  the  persecution  of 
the  Jews  and  cry  of  Hep^  Hep,*  in  Germany  against 
them,  has  elevated  their  standing  in  sodety;  and 
such  generally  is,  and  almost  ever  will  be  the  result 
ot  a fanatical  or  sectarian  zeal,  when  it  amounts  to 
a denial  to  any  of  their  common  rights  as  ralional 
beings. 


Oiir  Relations  with  Spain. 

The  following  important  message  was  transmitted 
on  vionday  to  botli  houses  of  congress,  by  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States: 

To  the  house  6f  npresentcttives  of  the  United  States. 

1 transmit  to  congress  an  extract  of  a letter  from 
the  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States 
at  3t.  Petersburg,  of  the  1st  November  last,  on  the 
subject  of  our  relation.s  with  Spain,  indicating  the 
sentiments  of  tite  emperor  of  Russia  respecting  the 
non-ratification,  by  his  Catholic  majesty,  of  the  trea- 
ty lately  concluded  betw'een  the  United  States  and 
Spain,  and  the  strong  interests  which  his  imperial 
majesty  takes  in  promoting’  the  ratification  of  that 
treaty.  Of  this  friendly  dis[)osition,  the  most  satis- 
factory assurance  has  been  since  given  directly  to 
this  government,  by  the  minister  of  Russia  residing 
here. 

1 transmit  also  to  congress  an  extract  of  a letter 
from  the  minister  fdenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at^Madrid,  of  a'  later  date  than  those  hereto- 
fore communicated,  by  which  it  appears  that,  at  the 
instance  of  the  charge  des  affaires  of  the  emperor 
of  Russia,  a new  pledge  had  been  given  by  the  Spa- 
nish government,  that  the  minister,  who  had  been 
lately  appbinted  to  the  United  States,  should  set 
out  on  his  mission,  without  delay,  with  full  power 
to  settle  all  differences' in  a manner  satisfactory  to 
the  parties. 

T have  further  to  state,  that  the  goverhments  of 
France  and  Great  Britain  continue  to  mainifest  the 
sentiments  lierefofore  communicated,  respecting 
the  non-ratificatloff  of  the  treaty  by  Spain>  and  to 
int erpose  their  good  offices  to  promote  its  ratification 

It  is  projier  to  add,  that  the  governments  of 
France  and  Hussia  have  expressed  an  earnest  de- 
sire that  the  United  States  would  take  no  step,  for 
the  present,  on  the  principle  of  reprisal,  which 
might  possibly  tend  to  disturb  the  peace  between 
the  Uniled  States  and  Spain.  There  is  good  cause 
to  presume,  from  the  delicate  manner  in  which  this 
sentiment  has  been  conveyed,  that  it  is  founded  in 
a belief,  as  {well  as  a desire,  that  our  just  objects 
may  be  accomplished  without  the  hazard  of  such 
an  extremity. 

*1'he  Jio^ton  Cen/'me/, 'gives  the  following  expla- 
nation of  tlie  word  Hep!  which  is  used  by  the  Ger- 
mans in  pursuing  and  persecuting  tlie  .Tews; 

‘‘This  Hep!  Hep!  according  to  old  chronicles,  had 
the  folio  wing  origin. — In  the  year  1097,aparty  of  cru- 
saders, headed  by  Peter  Ganssleish,  went  about  re- 
cruiting for  followers,  with  flags  bearing  the  initials 
of  the  words,  Hievo&ohjma  Est  Perdita,  (Jerusalem  is 
lost'  HEP. — This  swarm,  however,  never  proceed- 
ed to  the  Holy  Land,  but  remained  in  Germany, 
where  they  persecuted  and  murdered  the  Jews, 
and  more  particularly  along  the  Rhine. — Whenever 
this  band  came  with  their  colours,  the  people  ex- 
claimed Hep'  Hep!  and  fell  upon  the  Jews, 


On  full  consideiatiou  of  all  these  circumstances, 

I have  thought  it  my  duty  to  submit  to  congress, 
vvhetiier  it  will  not  be  advisable  to  postpone  a de- 
cision, on  the  fpiestioiis  no  w depending  with  Spain, 
until  the  next  session.  Tlie  distress  of  that  nation 
at  this  juncture  affords  a motive  For  this  forbearance, 
which  cannot  fail  to  be  duly  appreciated.  Uiv.iei’ 
such  circumstances,  tlie  attention  of  the  Spanish 
government  may  be  diverted  from  its  foreign  con- 
cernb,and  the  aiTival  of  a minister  here  be  long  de- 
layed. 1 am  the  more  induced  to  suggest  this 
course  of  proceeding,  from  a kno  wledge  that,  while 
we  shall  thereby  make  a just  return  to  the  powers 
whose  good  offices  have  been  acknowledged,  and 
increase,  by  a new  and  single  proof  of  moderation, 
our  claims  on  Spain,  oiir  attitude  in  regard  to  her 
will  not  be  less  favorable  at  the  next  session  than  it 
is  at  present. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  March  27,  1820. 

Extracts  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Campbell  to  the  secretary 
of  state,  dated  St.  Petersburg,  2Qth  October,  f Isi 
jVavemberj  1819,  containing  details  of  a eonxersa 
iion  lOith  count  JVes'selrode. 

“Your  despatch,  No.  3,  of  June  3d,  I had  the  ho- 
nor to  receive  a few  days  ago.” 

“After  some  general  conversation,  he*  enquired, 
(as  1 presumed  he  would  do,  and  waited  for  him  to 
introduce  the  subject,)  if  I had  any  certain  account 
of  whJt  Spain  was  doing,  or  had  done,  respecting 
the  treaty  lately  concluded  by  her  minister  at 
Washington  with  our  government.  I had  shortly 
before  received  from  Mr.  Gallatin  a letter  confirm- 
ing the  account  which  had  already  reached  me 
through  the  newspapeiv  that  the  king  had  refused 
to  ratify  the  treaty  until  he  should  obtain  some  pre- 
vious  explanations,  relating,  as  stated  by  Mr.  Galla-' 
tin,  to  two  points:  1st,  the  declaration  Mr.  Forsyth 
was  instructed,  on  exchagi ng  the  ratifications,  to 
put  in,  that  the  grant  to  the  duke  d’Alagon  for 
lands  in  the  ceded  territory,  which,  though  intend- 
ed to  be,  was  not  by  the  terms  of  the  treaty  made 
null,  should  be  considered  as  nuH;  and,  2d,  an  en- 
gagement required  by  Spain,  on  the  part  of  our  go- 
vernment, not  to  recognize  the  independence  of 
any  of  the  Spanish  colonies;  and  that,  to  demand 
these  explanations,  a minister  erttraordinary  w’as  tf> 
be  sent  to  Washington,  thougli  Mr.  Forsyth  had  of- 
fered,  as  instructed,  to  give  full  explanations  on*any 
point  connected  with  the  treaty.  I therefore  in- 
formed the  cotint,  I had  received  authentic  infor- 
mation, though  not  from  my  government,  that  the 
king  had  refused  his  assent  to  the  treaty  until  he 
.should  obtain  explanations  on  certain  jioints.  for 
'which  purpose,  he  proposed  sendmg  a minister 
extraordinary  to  Washington.  I took  this  occa- 
sion to  remark  further,  that,  by  official  information 
from  my  government,  I felt  myself  autiiorised  to 
state,  that  Mr.  Onis,  the  Spanish  minister,  was  fully 
empowered  to  conclude  the  treaty,  and  might  have 
yielded  more  than  he  did  without  exceeding  his 
authority;  and  that  th  e points  on  which  it  is  no w pro- 
posed to  ask  explanations  had  been  fully  discussed 
Ijefore  the  treaty  was  signed,  and  their  extent  and 
meaning  explicitly  understood  by  both  parties;  of 
which  the  Spanish  court  was  fully  informed;  and 
our  minister  there  was  instructed  to  give  ample  ex- 
planations, which  he  offered  to  do;  on  any  points 
relating  to  the  treaty  that  might  be  supposed  to  re- 
quire them.  1 added,  that  the  treaty  was  undoubt- 
edly, under  all  circumstances,  highly  favorable  to 
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Sixun,  and  tliat,  I was  saiisfieii,  a strong-  desire  on 
the  pari  of  my  government  to  preserve  peace  alone 
induced  tliem  to  agree  to  its  provisions;  that  I pre- 
sumed he  had  been  informed  respecting  the  terms 
of  the  treaty  by  Mr.  Poletica,  with  whoi?i  I under- 
stood you  had  freely  communicated  on  the  subject. 
He  said  Mr.  Poletica  had  advised  him  that  the  ex- 
pianations  received  from  you  respecting  it,  the 
treaty,  was  by  him  considered  favorable  to  Spain.  I 
then  referred  to  the  grant  to  the  duke  d’Alagon, 
briefly  stated  the  nature  of  it,  as  made  known  to 
me,  and  observed,  that,  should  the  views  of  the 
king,  as  now  avowed,  in  relation  to  it,  supposing 
the  principal  point  on  which  explanation  was  re- 
quired  be  acquiesced  in,  the  cliief  object  of  enter- 
ing into  the  treaty  would  be  thereby  frustrated; 
that,  by  one  of  its  provbions,  the  United  States  go- 
vernnaent  agreed  to  pay,  on  account  of  Spain,  to 
tiieir  owncitizens,  for  spoliations  committed  by  her 
subjects,  or  in  her  ports,  contrary  to  treaty,  five 
millions  of  dollars  out  of  the  proceeds  of  tlie  sales 
of  lands  in  the  ceded  territory;  but,  should  this 
grant,  said  to  include  a very  large  portion  of  those 
lauds,  be  confirmed,  the  sum  assigned  for  that  pur- 
pose would  fail,  and,  of  course,  this  provision  of  the 
treaty  could  not  be  complied  with. 

He  appeared  to  feel  the  full  force  of  the  remark, 
giving  ins  assent  to  the  conclusion  drawn  and  pro^ 
ceededto  observe,  it  wa.s  to  be  regretted  that  Spain 
did  not  understand  her  own  interest  better  than 
she  seemed  to  do;  that  it  was  difficult  to  conceive, 
in  her  present  situation,  what  could  induce  her  to 
takethecour.se  she  had  done,  refuse  to  ratify  a 
treaty  favorable  to  herself,  and  concluded  by  her  mi- 
nister vested  with  full  powers  for  the  purpose.  He 
then  remarked  on  the  great  importance  ©f  preserv- 
ing peace,  as  far  as  practicable,  among  the  civilized 
nations  of  the  world,  enquired  what  Spain  could 
now  do  in  regard  to  the  business  by  sending  a mi- 
nister to  Washington,  and  what  course  our  govern- 
ment would  be  likely  to  adopt  on  the  occasion. 

T replied,  that,  as  to  spam,  I could  form  no  opi- 
nion of  the  motives  by  which  she  was  governed.  Ij 
did  not  perceive  what  she  could  do,  unless  she  re- 1 
ceded  from  her  objections  to  the  treaty;  and,  as  to 
my  own  government,  though  I was  satisfied  of  its 
strong  desirp  to  preserve  peace,  I could  not  pre- 
tend to  say  what  course  it  might  conceive  itself  cal- 
led on  to  take  on  the  present  occasion,  though  I 
presumed  no  decisive  measures  would  be  adopted 
to  change  essentially  the  relations  between  the  two 
countries  until  congress  should  convene,  early  in 
December;  and  the  course  then  pursued  would 
probably  depend  upon  what  Spain  should  in  the 
mean  time  do. 

ife  then  enquired  how  soon  I expected  to  hear 
from  my  governme-nt,  after  it  had  been  advised  of 
the  refusal  on  the  part  of  Spain  to  ratify  the  treaty; 
and,  being  told  that  I could  not  state  the  precise 
time,  with  any  degree  of  certainty,  but  that  it 
Would  undoubtedly  be  as  spon  as  despatches  could 
reach  this  from  Washington,  lie  expressed,  with 
some  earnestness,  his  wish  that  I should  make 
known  to  him,  at  as  early  a day  as  might  be  conve- 
nient, such  information  as  I might  receive  from  my 
government  on  tins  subject.” 

Ijxtract  of  n letter  from  JVJr.  For^ryth  to  the  secretary  of 
stale,  dated  Madrid,  January  3,  1820. 

“Afewdaysaftertiie  date  of  my  last,  number  10, 

I had  a visit  from  the  count  Hulgary,  the  Russian 
charge  d’afia.res;  he  came  to  see  me  in  con.sc  quenre 
cf  a conversation  he  had  juSL  had  witii  the  duke  of 
Fernando,  re.specting  my  official  letter  of  the 


I8iii  of  October,  and  the  subsequent  correspon- 
dence in  relation  to  it.  Fie  stated  to  me,  that  the 
duke  regretted  the  necessity  of  sending  back  the 
letter,  but  that  it  was  so  harsh  in  its  terms,  he  could 
not  place  it  before  the  king;  to  this  was  added  a 
great  many  assurances  of  personal  kindness  and 
good  will,  not  necessary  to  be  repeated.  I replied, 
that  it  was  very  morlifying  tome,  to  be  obliged  to 
send  the  letter  in  the  first  instance,  and  riot  less  so, 
to  insist  on  its  being  received;  that  the  duke  had 
put  it  out  of  my  power  to  act  otherwise  than  I had 
done;  but  there  was  no  difficulty  in  avoiding  the 
unpleasant  consequences  likely  to  ensue.  The 
duke  had  nothing  to  do  but  to  give  me  such  assur- 
ances in  regard  to  the  grants,  as  would  render  it 
superfluous  for  me  to  say  any  thing  about  them. 
His  answer  was  at  once  curious  and  dissatisfactory. 
He  said  that  the  duke  could  not  give  me  any  assur- 
ances, .such  was  the  predominating  influence  of  the 
grantees  with  the  king.  He  was  sincerely  dispos- 
ed to  settle  all  the  differences  with  the  United 
States,  and  hoped,  in  a short  time,  to  have  power  to 
effect  it;  had  authorised  count  Bulgary  to  say  to  the 
Russian  government,  that  general  Vives  was  going 
immediately  to  the  United  States,  and  would  have 
competent  powers;  and  that  every  thing  would  be 
amicably  arranged — I made  the  Rus.sian  charge 
d’affaires  sensible  that  one  part  of  this  statem-ent 
contradicted  the  other.  General  Vives  could  not 
receive  powers  competent  to  the  purpose  of  ami- 
cable setllement,  if  the  secretary  of  state’s  des- 
patch was  unable,,  from  the  influence  of  the  gran- 
tees,  to  say  any  thing  about  the  large  donations. 
This  was  a subject  upon  wiiich  the  American  go- 
vernment would  listen  to  no  terms;  and  friendly  ar- 
rangvment  was  out  of  the  question,  general  Vives’s 
visit  to  the  United  States  useless,  unless  the  Spanish 
government  was  prepared  to  abandon  their  preten- 
sions in  favor  of  the  grantees.  On  the  subject  of 
the  mission  of  general  Vives,  I desired  the  count  to 
remind  the  duke,  that  I knew  nothing  of  it.  The 
general  and  loose  declarations,made  months  before, 
that  the  king  would  authorise  some  per.son  to  ask 
explanations  at  Washington,  wasalltliat  the  Spa- 
nish government  had  chosen  to  communicate  to  me, 
T'lie  count  assured  me  of  the  personal  anxiety  ofthe 
I ministerto  arrange  every  thing  satisfactory  between 
I the  two  countries;  that  his  hopes  were  strong  of 
i being  able  to  effect  it;  that  this  business  of  the  re- 
j turned  note  was  embarrassing,  and  if  I went  away 
j in  consequence  of  its  not  being  received;  that,  what 
I he  believed  to  be  the  wish  ofthe  United  States  and 
I of  his  government,  and  almost  all  other  powers, 
might  be  frustrated.  Matters  were  in  a bad  state 
I at  present,  and  this  would  make  them  worse.  To 
j this,  I answered,  in  general  terms,  that  raattere 
j must  become  wiorse,  before  they  became  better; 
i that  the  government  of  the  United  States  had  eve- 
ry disposition  to  be  friendly  with  Spain,  and  had 
evinced  it  in  a variety  ©fmorles:  for  myself,  I had, 
personally,  every  wish  to  be  the  instiaunentof  pro- 
moting good  will  between  tlie  two  nations.  Fie 
said  this  government  had  a different  impression.  I 
was  very  sorry  for  it;  unfortunately  the  conduct  of 
‘the  Spanish  government  had  compelled  melospea,k 
with  a plainness  and  openness  which  were  dis- 
agreebie,  as  thuy  were  not  accustomed  to  it.  In 
the  course  of  a long  conversation,  it  o.ocurred  to 
me,  that  this  dispute  about  the  note  might  be  made 
usefnh  asl  found  the  Spanish  government  anxious 
to  avoid  receiving  it,  and,  contrary  to  my  expecta- 
tion.,  desii'ous  that  I should  remain  here.  I beiiev. 
e(l  it  practicable  to  accelerate  their  movements  in. 
our  affairs  without  yieltting  the  point  in  dispute. 
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With  tins  belief,  I stated  to  count  Bulgary,  that,  if 
the  duke  of  San  Fernando  would  officially  say  to 
me,  at  once,  that  general  Vives  was  going  immedi- 
ately to  the  United  States,  with  ample  authority  to 
arrange  the  business  of  the  convention,  and  that  it 
was  the  particular  wisli  of  his  majesty^s  government, 
that  the  letter  of  the  18th  should  be  withheld  and 
that  all  matters  relating  to  the  convention,  should  be 
discussed  in  Washington,  notwithstanding  I had 
positive  instiuctions  to  remonstrate  on  the  subject 
of  tiie  grants,  and  the  conduct  of  Spain  in  relation 
to  them,  I would  take  the  responsibility  of  retaining 
the  obnoxious  paper  in  my  hands,  until  compelled 
by  events  to  deliver  it,  or  until  I receive  further^ad- 
vices  from  the  president. 

The  duke  must  understand,  that  this  was  done 
w’ith  a perfect  understanding  that  I insisted  upon 
the  right  of  returning  the  paper,  and  should  exer- 
cise that  right,  whenever  I deemed  it  necessary. 
Tlie  count  left  me  with  the  expectation  of  making 
this  arrangement,  A few  days  afterwards  we  had 
another  interview;  he  told  me  that  the  duke  would 
write,  to  tell  me  of  the  appointment  of  gen.  Vives, 
and  of  the  intention  of  sending  him  immediately  to 
Washington;  tliat  he  could  have  full  powers,  &c.; 
but  that  the  duke  thought  he  could  not  advert  par- 
ticularly to  the  remonstrance,  or  the  correspon- 
dence in  relation  to  it,  without  commenting  upon 
it,  and  this  he  desired  to  avoid;  1 answered,  that  I 
could  not  tell  how  I should  act  until  I saw  the  duke’s 
note;  if  1 found  in  it  a sufficient  justification  for  de- 
taining  the  remonstrance,  I would  do  so,  and  would 
look  at  it,  with  a view  to  find  that  justification.  The 
duke  knew  from  me,  that  I was  instructed  to  re- 
monstrate earnestly  on  the  subject  of  the  grants, 
and  might  judge  from  my  manner  of  performing  the 
dut>,  of  the  sentiments  of  the  American  govern- 
ment, A week  elapsed  after  this  last  conversation 
withcoiit  my  hearing  from  the  secretary  of  state.  I 
called  on  the  Russian  charge  d’affaires  to  say,  that 
I was  surprised  at  this  delay,  and  that  1 should  cer- 
tainly return  the  remonstrance,  if  I did  not  bear 
irom  the  duke  in  a few  days.  He  saw  the  secreta- 
ry of  state  in  consequence  of  this  visit,  who  assur- 
ed him,  that  his  personal  indisposition  had  prevent- 
ed him  from  sending  me  the  intended  note.  On 
the  I8th  December,  I received  the  duke’s  note,  a 
copy  of  which  is  enclosed,  marked  No.  1;  you  will 
see  that  it  is  not  what  I had  reason  to  expect.  He 
does  not  request  a suspension  of  any  correspon- 
dence, or  saj’  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment that  every  thing  should  be  left  to  the  ne- 
fiociation  of  gen.  Vives.  He  merely  states,  that,  in 
Ills  view,  to  continue  discussion  here  would  be  su- 
perfluous, and  likely  to  embarrass  the  negociation. 
Perhaps,  considering  their  peculiar  mode  of  doing 
b usiness,  I had  no  right  to  calculate  upon  any  thing 
laoiv  . 

Nevertheless,  I am  not  at  all  satisfied  with  it,  and 
had  I consulted  my  own  inclination  only,  I should 
immediately  have  sent  back  the  note  of  the  18th 
October,  with  the  translation.  What  has  occasioned 
me  to  delay  and  deliberate,  and  still  keeps  me  un- 
certain bow  to  act,  is  the  apprehension  that  my 
judgment  of  what  is  proper  miglit  be  involuntarily 
influenced  by  my  own  wishes.  I need  not  conceal 
IVom  you,  that  my  situation  here  is  unpleasant,  and 
that  1 find  no  sufficient  consolation  for  my  personal 
iTiorllfication  in  the  consciousness  of  being  useful 
to  the  United  States,  feelingas  I do,  that  I am  al- 
most, if  not  altogether,  useless.  'I'he  very  awkward 
state  of  my  private  affairs  in  Georgia,  in  conse- 
quence of  my  unlooked  for  detention  here,  increa- 
ses my  anxiety  to  leave  Spain.  What  1 fear,  and  I 


hope  it  is  not  an  unvvorthy  apprehension,  is,  tliat 
these  circumstances  may  unconsciously  induce  me 
to  believe,  that  the  more  energetic  course  is  the 
best.  What  I have  at  last  resolved  upon  is,  to  de- 
lay my  answer  until  I see  the  president’s  message. 
It  will  then  be  sent  before  gen.  Vives  leaves  Europe; 
He  is  still  in  Madrid,  goes  in  a coach  and  colleras  to 
Bayonne,  a journey  of  12  or  15  days;  thence  to  Pa- 
ris, from  Paris  to  England,  and  from  England  to  the 
United  States.  His  rapid  journey  Xo  Washington, 
will  probably  be  finished  in  May.  My  answer  will 
be  regulated  by  the  advices  I hope  soon  to  receive 
from  Washington.  . I shall  certainly  not  go  further, 
in  any  event,  than  to  say,  that  I shall  retain  the  let- 
ter of  the  18th  October  for  a short  time,  under  the 
hopes  that  his  majesty  will  render  it  unnecessary  to 
make  any  remonstrance  on  the  subject  of  it. 

The  duke  of  San  Fernando  & Quiroga  to  JHr.  Forsyth^ 

[TIIANSLATION.] 

To  the  minister  of  the  United  Slates: 

Siu:  Inconsequence  of  the  decision  of  the  king, 
my  master,  and  in  conformity  with  the  communica- 
tions which  my  predecessor  and  I have  had  the  ho- 
nor to  make  to  you,  the  moment  has  arrived  when 
the  person  of  whom  his  majesty  had  made  choice, 
is  about  to  proceed  to  America,  for  the  purpose  of 
asking  of  your  government  the  explanations  whicii 
his  majesty  has  judged  to  be  indispensable,  previ- 
ous to  the  ratification,  by  his  majesty,  of  the  treaty 
concluded  and  signed  by  Don  Luis  de  Onis. 

The  plenipotentiary  appointed  is  the  Marechal 
de  Camp  don  Francisco  Dionisio  Vives;  a distin- 
guished person,  in  whom  the  king,  my  master,  has 
the  fullest  confidence,  and  to  whom  he  has  given 
the  most  ample  powers  to  settle  all  the  difficulties 
he  so  earnestly  wishes  to  see  removed,  and  succeed- 
ed by  the  establishment,  on  a solid  basis,  of  that 
harmony  between  Spain  and  the  United  States  to 
which  their  mutual  interests  so  strongly  invite  them. 

As  Don  Francisco  D.  Vives  will  set  out  immedi- 
ately on  his  journey,  and  proceed  expeditiously,  I 
consider  the  measure  now  communicated  to  you,  and 
which  you  will  be  pleased  to  make  known  to  your 
government,  as  dispensing  with  any  farther  discus- 
sion here  of  the  points  which  form  the  object  of  the 
above-named  gentlemen’s  present  mission,  as  a con- 
tinuance of  it  would  only  tend  to  embarrass  the 
course  of  the  direct  negociation  about  to  be  estab- 
lished , 

I renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurances  of  my  distin- 
guished respect,  and  I pray  God  to  preserve  you 
many  years, 

The  Duke  of  SAN  FERNANDO  & QUIROGA 
Palace,  l6th  December,  1819. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Gallatin  to  the  secretary 
of  state,  dated  Paris,  Jtnmary  22,  182o. 
“According  to  some  accounts  the  intended  minis- 
ter to  the  United  States  left  Madrid  on  the  9th. 
The  Britsh  ambassador  here  told  me  that  he  was 
still  there  on  the  lltli,” 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Everett,  charge  d'affaires 
at  the  Hague,  to  the  secretary  of  state,  dated  Hague, 
January  25, 1820. 

“I  stated  in  a late  letter,  upon  the  authority  of 
the  Spanish  charge  d’affaires  here,  that  Mr.  Onis’s 
successor,  general  Vives,  was  at  Paris,  on  his  way  to 
America.  It  appears,  however,  that  he  has  not  yet 
left  Madrid,” 

TRANSLATION. 

Extract  of  a despatch  from  count  Mcsselrode,  to  Mr. 
Poletica,  minister  of  II.  I.M.  the  emperor  of  Russia, 
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in  the  United  States^  dated  27th  J^ov.  f9th  Dec. J 

1819. 

“You  have  doubtless  been  able  to  obtain  informa- 
tion how  far  the  president’s  last  instructions  to  r. 
Toisyth  were  positive.  The  emperor  will  not  take 
it  upon  him  to  jutify  Spain,  but  he  charge  s you  to 
plena,  with  the  government  at  Washington,  the 
cause  of  peace  and  concord.  That  government  is 
too  enlightened  to  take  liasty  steps,  and  its  rights 
appear  to  be  too  soli  ',  not  to  be  weakened  by  a 
violent  course  of  proceeding;  and  on  the  other 
hand,  such  is  the  character  of  the  considerations 
which  command  the  ratification,  by  Spain,  of  the 
arrangement  relative  to  the  Floridas,  that  it  is  to  be 
hoped,  she  will,  at  length,  yield  to  the  force  of  evi- 
dence. The  United  States  will  then  have  added 
to  the  reputation  of  an  able,  that  of  a moderate,  poli- 
cy, and  will  gather,  with  security,  thefniits  of  their 
wisdom,  His  imperial  majesty,  therefore,  wishes 
that  if  there  be  yet  time,  you  would  engage  the 
government  at  Washington  to  give  to  the  Spanish 
ministry  a proof  of  patience,  which  its  circumstan- 
ces might  indeed  seem  to  , suggest.  Neverthless, 
the  emperor  does  not  interpose  in  this  discussion. 
He  makes,  above  all,  no  pretension  to  exercise  an 
influence  in  the  councils  of  a foreign  power.  He 
merely  expresses  a wish,  dictated  by  his  concern 
for  the  general  welfare,  and  worthy  of  the  generous 
good  faith  which  characterizes  the  government  of 
the  United  States.” 


The  late  fire  at  Savaianah. 

The  liberal  efforts  of  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  to  relieve  the  sufferers  by  the  late  dreadful 
fire  at  Savannah,  may  well  be  referred  to  in  honor 
of  the  American  character;  and  we  hope  to  see  a 
complete  list  of  the  donations  published;  though 
the  amount  will  not,  probably,  cover  one  twentieth 
part  of  the  loss  sustained. 

In  general  we  avoid  everything  that  can  give  a 
local  character  to  the  Registku,  but  the  following 
correspondence  is  of  such  a nature  that  we  feel  jus- 
tified in  affording  it  a place— it  is  equally  honora- 
ble to  either  oftlie  parties  engaged  in  it. 

City  OF  IJaltimoue,  15th  Feb.  1820. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  to  enclose  a copy  of  the 
proceedings  of  the  city  conned  and  people  of  Bal- 
timore, in  consequence  of  the  late  awful  calamity 
which  betel  the  city  of  Savannah,  together  with  the 
proceeds  of  the  means  adopted,  amounting  to  the 
sum  of  5232  dollars  and  46  cents— I would  respect- 
fully beg  leave  to  call  your  attention  to  the  history 
of  these  things,  and  the  circumstances  in  which  the 
local  authorities  and  the  individuals  of  Baltimore 
'have  been  placed.  The  city  council,  warmly  sym- 
pathising’ with  you  in  your  misfortune,  officially  re- 
quested tliut  a meeting  of  the  people  miglu  be  caf 
led  to  devise  ways  and  means  to  contribute  our 
mite  to  alleviate  the  distress  of  Savanuali,  occasion- 
ed by  the  late  dreadful  conflagration.  This  meet- 
ing, at  which  I had  the  honor  to  preside  as  chair- 
man, was  very  numerous  and  respectable — feeling 
hearts  abounded — and  it  appeared  to  me  that  if  the 
ability  of  our  citizens  had  been  equal  to  tkeir  wish- 
es, that  they  would  of  themselves  have  restored 
your  city.  A committee  of  five  gentlemen  of  the 
most  active  and  zealous,  was  ajipoiiited  to  wait  up- 
on the  city  council  and  request  that  the  city,  in  its 
corjioi'ate  capacity,  would  appropriate  ten  thousand 
dollars  to  your  relief;  as  also  a committee  of  four 
from  each  ward  to  solicit  private  donations  in  their 
respective  wards. 

The  committee  appeared  before  both  branches 


of  the  council;  was  received  in  the  most  respectful 
manner,  and  the  subject  of  their  proposal  taken 
into  immediate  considei’ation;  and  the  opinion  of 
the  council  was,  that  they  possessed  no  authority 
or  power  to  appropriate  the  money  as  requested. — 
The  means  of  relief  of  course  rested  upon  the  ward 
committees,  who  have  collected  and  paid  over  the 
sum  transmitted. 

I can  assure  you,  sir,  tlie  will  of  the  people  of 
Baltimore  is,  that  you  should  have  received  from 
us  many  times  the  amount  of  the  sum  now  sent; 
but  we  have  been  severely  affected  in  the  means 
to  furnish  it,  by  commercial  embarrassments,  com- 
mon to  all  our  cities,  and  by  the  prevalence  of  a 
deadly  and  malignant  disease  last  autumn,  which 
drew  heavily  on  the  disposition  of  the  liberal  and 
charitable  at  the  time;  and  has  since  encumbered, 
us  as  a necessary  consequence,  with  an  unusual 
number  of  persons  de mantling  relief  and  support  of 
the  benevolent;  they  having  been  by  the  fever  de- 
prived of  the  accustomed  means  of  providing  for  the 
winter,*  I can  only  add  that  what  has  been  done 
was  done  with  willing  hearts  and  in  the  true  spirit 
of  brotherly  love,  which  vvfe  hope  will  be  received 
as  an  eviclonce  of  our  disposition  to  relieve  distress. 
Beseeching  you  to  tender  to  the  afflicted  people  of 
Savannah  the  best  wishes  and  hearty  condolence  of 
the  people  of  Baltimore,  with  which  1 most  cordial- 
ly uniw,  and  feel  great  pleasure  in  being  the  agent 
on  this  occasion. 

Most  rc  spectfiilly,  I have  tli*  honor  to  remain, 
your  obedient  servant, 

EDWARD  JOHNSON, 
Mayor  of  Baltimore. 

Thos.  U.  P.  Chaidtotiy  Esg.  mayor  of  Savannah', 

City  of  Savattkah, 

Police  office — February  25/7i,  1820. 

Sir — 1 have  the  honor,  and  I may  with  great  sin- 
cerity add,  the  happiness,  of  acknowledging  the  re- 
ceipt of  your  letter  of  the  15th  Feb.  enclosing  a 
clieck  on  the  branch  ba>*(k  of  the  United  S’  ates  for 
fve  thousand  tnm  hundred  aiul  thirty  ttvo  dollars,  the 
munificent  contribution  of  our  brethern  of  Balti- 
more, for  the  relief  of  the  distressed  people  of  this 
city. 

The  kind  and  affectionate  manner  used  by  you, 
sir,  in  conveying  to  me  this  donation,  evinces  a 
goodness  of  heart,  and  indeed  a sympathy  for  the 
sufferers,  that  have  obtained  for  you  the  private  es- 
teem and  friendship  of  us  all.  Considering  the  cir- 
cumstances under  which  ourfellow  citizens  of  Bal- 
timore have  been  placed,  their  contribution  exhi- 
bits a feeling  of  generosity,  which  might  have  been 
expected  from  the  character  tliey  have  always  sus- 
tained—you  have  said,  sir,  it  appeared  to  you,  if  tlu* 
ability  of  your  fellow  citizens  had  been  equal  to 
their  wishes,  they  would  of  themselves  have  restor- 
ed our  city. 

This  American-like  sensibility  is  of  itself  a con- 
tribution worth  a million — it  brings  us  as  countr}'^- 
men  and  patriots  closer  together — it  places  Balti- 
more and  Savannah  almost  in  contact;  prepared  on 
c T cry  occasion  to  tender  each  to  the  other,  the  aid 
and  salutations  of  friends  and  brethren. 

In  ret'urn  for  the  good  wishes  and  condolence  of 

* The  mayor  might  have  added  that,  at  the  time 
of  raising  the  money  for  Savannah,  we  were  called 
upon  to  relieve  about  2u0  persons,  chiefiy  women 
aad  children,  thrown  deslitute  upon  us  by  tne  con- 
flagration of  the  Patapsco  cotton  factory,  at  which 
tliey  had  been  employed;  and  that  a handsome  sum 
' was  raised  for  their  relicU  Ei).  Reo, 
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the  people  of  Baltimore,  tender  to  them  flie  grate- 
ful tliai.ks  of  our  inhabitants,  and  accept  for  your- 
self assurance  ofir^y  hig-h  respect  and  consideration, 
THO.  U.  P.  CHARLTON. 

Mayor  of  Savannah, 

Han.  Hchvard  Johnson,  J\Xayor  of  Baltimore. 

(j;3^While  on  this  subject  it  may  be  >vell  to  note 
the  follqwiiig'.  At  the  meeting-  of  the  general  eorn- 
inittee  of  New  York  to  forward  the  money  collect- 
ed for  the  relief  of  the  stifl'erers  at  Savannah,  the 
following  resolution  was  adopted — 

Resolved,  That  it  is  the  wish  of  the  genera]  com- 
mittee that  the  money  and  goods  to  be  remitted  to 
Savannah  be  a})plied  exclusively  to  the  relief  of  all 
indigent  persons,  ivithovt  distinction  of  color,  who 
are  'dependent  on  their  own  industry  for  support, 
and  who  haye  been  sufferers  by  the  late  fire  at  that 
place. 

rhe  rnayorofNew  York,  in  forwarding  the  mo- 
ney, sent  also  a copy  of  the  Vesol  utions— on  whieh 
tije  following  proceedings  took  place. 

Jn  council,  Savannah,  Feb.  28,  1320. 
The  mayor  having  laid  before  the  board  the  let- 
ter from  the  mayor  of  New  York,  enclosing  the 
sum  of  teu  thousand  two  hundred  and  thirty-eight 
dollars  and  twenty-nine  cents,  as  the  amount  of  the 
contributions  of  the  citizens  of  that  city,  for  the  suf- 
ferers by  the  late  fire;  and  a^so  stating  that  certain 
goods  were  shipped  for  the  use  of  the  poor.  And 
this  collection  appearing  to  be  subject  to  condi- 
tions, in  the  mode  and  manner  of  its  distribution, 
not  annexed  to  any  similar  donation,  and  casting  a 
suspicion  on  the  views  and  objects  of  those  appoint- 
ed to  distribute  the  charity  fund. 

On  motion  of  alderman  Harris,  seconded  by  aider- 
man.  Bourhe, 

Unanimously  resolved.  That  the  mayor  of  this  city 
do  thank  the  mayor  of  Nevy  York  for  his  polite  let- 
ter, and  that  he  do  return  the  money  now  received, 
and  the  good.s,  when  tendered  to  Jiim— council 
feeling  it  a duty  thpy  owe  this  city,  to  decline  the 
acceptance  of  this  money,  or  the  goods. 

E.xtriict  from  the  minutes:  M.  MYERS,  C.  C. 

The  mayor  of  the  city  of  Savannah  has  accord- 
ingly returned  the  money  to  the  mayor  of  the  city 
of  New  York,  accompanied  by  a letter  explaining 
the  reasons  for  declining  to  accept  the  donation, 
the  nature  of  which  the  following  extracts  will 
shew: 

“ i l;e  donations  of  our  fellow  pitizens  of  New 
York  places  on-  distressed  people  in  the  humble 
condition  of It  restrains,  too,  pnr  respect- 
able ami  intelligent  committee  in  the  exercise  of  a 
discretion,  of  which  they  ought  not,  and  cannot  be 
divested;  and  in  the  language  of  the  resolution  ad- 
verted  to  by  you,  is  calculated  also  to  awaken  and 
put  forth  impi’cssions  not  only  dangerous  to  the 
traiujuiiity  of  tbi.s  section  of  the  United  States,  but, 
in  reference  to  the  humanity  of  onr  citizens,  gros.sly 
iniuiions  and  i>alpably  incorrect.  It  is,  in  short, 
tin-ovviug  uinoiig  us  the  fire-brand  of  discord,  and, 
if  perse^  ered  in,  will  shake  to  the  foundation  the 
beauiif'ul  fabric  of  onr  liberty,  and  place  in  jeopo.rdy 
tine  f.  deral  unity  pfoui-xo\v  glorious  republic. 

«7Vn/o>/’s  and  dericigognes,  who  seek  only  their 
own  aa’gramfizerncnt,  may  be  permitted  to  smile 
:imidst  lim  l-.avoc  their  unprincipled  ambition  may 
4-rcate;  !mt  Unit  a true  hearted  American,  devoted  asj 
lie  ought  to  be,  to  the  happiness  and  best  iiiterestsj 
« i liis  country,  should,  under  any  metaphysical  ab-j 
istr*tci  notioiv  of  human  rights,  place  in  danger  the  j 
iinion  ofliiese  states,  oflei  ing  as  they  do  the  last  ami  | 
ciily  lauiparl  upon  earth  against  the  inroads  and i 


aggressions  of  tyranny,  is  an  injpietv,  madness  and 
folly,  wit  hout  the  apology  of  any  reason,  or  any 
motive.  It  is  a moral  malady  for  which  there  can 
be  no  remedy  - an  infatuation,  no  analysis  of  the 
mind  can  explain.’? 

The  following  letter  was,  at  about  the  same  time, 
published  ip  the  Savannah  papers,  and  was  con- 
sidered as  an  evidence  of  the  “temper  and  tone 
of  the  northern  section  of  the  country  towards 
the  people  of  the  south.” 

Office  of  the  Americrm  fire  insurance  company,  Phila- 
delphia, Feb.  17, 1820. 

Sin—I  have  received  your  letter  of  the  7th  in- 
stant, respecting  the  insurance  on  your  house  ami 
furniture,  in  Savannah.  In  answer  thereto,  I am  to 
inform  you,  that  this  company,  for  the  present,  de- 
cline making  insurances  in  any  ofthe  slave  states, 
AVitli  respect,  sir,  I am  your  obeAient  servant, 
EDWARD  FOX. 

, esq.  Savannah. 

dj^In  consequence  ofthe  letter  of  the  mayor  of 
Savannah  to  the  mayor  of  New  York,  it  is  stated 
that  the  people  of  Newark,  N.  J.  who  had  collected 
about  ^1000  for  the  relief  of  the  people  of  the 
former,  have  resolved  to  return  to  the  contributors, 
respectively,  the  sums  which  they  have  paid. 

(Pj"On  the  loth  inst.  a resolution  was  offered  in 
the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  to  repeal  the  late; 
law  granting  10,000  dollars  to  the  Savannah  suffer- 
ers. rhe  ground  ofthe  resolution,  as  stated  in  its 
preamble,  is,  that  “it  is  evident,  by  the  late  pro- 
ceedings of  the  mayor  and  common  council  of  the 
city  of  Savannah,  in  refusing  the  proffered  donation 
of  a sister  state  in  money  and  other  property  to  ihp 
amount,  of  12000  dollars,  and  directing  the  same  to 
be  returned,  that  their  sufferings  cannot  he  so  ex- 
treme  as  to  justify  the  remitting  of  the  sum  direct- 
ed to  be  given  by  the  above  recited  act.”— The  re- 
solution was  rejected  by  a vote  of  49  to  38. 

KEPIT  QF  THE  MAYOR  OF  NEW  YORK. 

JVexv  York,  V2th  March,  1820. 
Sip— It  is  incumbent  on  me  to  acknowledge  the 
receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  28th  ultimo,  with  an 
extract  from  the  minutes  ofthe  proceedings  of  the 
council  of  Savannah,  and  the  return  of  the  contribu- 
tions of  this  city,  remitted  to  you  for  the  relief  of 
the  sufferers  by  the  late  fire  at  Savannah. 

It  is  not  with  less  surprise  than  regret,  that  it  is 
found  th-at  the  wish  expressed  in  the  resolution  I 
transmitted  to  you,  has  excited  feelings  so  opposite 
to  those  which  were  anticipated.  I think  it  my  du- 
ty to  mention  to  you  some  facts  which  I trust  will 
satisfy  every  one  that  bad  motiveshave  been  most 
unjustly  imputed  to  those  concerned  in  this  trans- 
action on  onr  part. 

Immediately  previous  to  the  receipt  of  the  cir- 
cular ofthe  mayor  of  Savannah  ofthe  13th  of  Jan. 
last,  the  citizens  of  New  York  fad  contributi  d se- 
veral thousand  dollars  for  the  rejiefof  the  sufferers 
by  an  extensive  conflagration  in  the  city  of  Sche- 
nectady. While  the  collections  were  making*  for 
the  benefit  of  Savannah,  a report  was  spread,  and 
was  at  that  tirne  believed,  tliough  now  ascertained 
to  have  been  unfounded,  that  the  money  intended 
fortl)e.  needy  suflerers  of  Schenectady  had  been 
distributed  among  all  wlio  had  properly  consumed 
by  the  fire  in  proportion  to  their  respective  losses. 

It  was  readily  perceived  ihat  a distribution  on  this 
principle  might  give  the  rich  much  and  the  poor 
little,  It  was  also  observed  by  many  that  the  circu- 
lar of  the  mayor  of  Savannah  of  the  13th  of  Jamiarv, 
seemed  intended,  by  an  eloquent  di.splay  of  die 
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former  advantages  and  splendor  of  the  city,  to  ask 
aid  for  its  restoration,  ratl\erlhan  to  awaken  our 
e mpathies  for  tlie  distress  of  those  who  must  have 
been  left  destitute  by  the  late  calamity.-- — It  musi 
also  be  remarked,  tliat  certain  resolutions,  of  the 
27th  January,  of  the  committee  of  Savannah,  had 
reached  us,  and  their  invitation  t©  lot-holders  who 
Were  in  want  of  small  sums  to  build,  to  call  on  the 
committee  for  aid,  induced  a very  general  appre- 
hension  that  the  distribution  would  be  made  in  Sa- 
vannah on  the  principle  which  it  was  supposed  had 
been  adopted  in  Schenectady.  '£  he  disposition  ex- 
cited by  these  circumstances  was  so  unfavorable  to 
the  collections,  that  many  of  the  collectors  gave  as- 
surances to  doners,  that  they  would  endeavor  to  in- 
duce the  committee  to  take  measures  which  might 
prevent  the  donations  from  being  disposed  of  con* 
trary  to  the  wish  of  the  contributors.  When  the 
committee  met,  the  resolution  which  has  been  the 
subject  of  such  severe  animadversion, was  proposed 
and  unanimously  passed  without  much  reflection  or 
consideration. 

I must  beg  you  to  observe,  that  the  resolution 
imposes  no  restriction  or  condition.  The  agents  of 
the  doners,  in  conformity  with  what  they  believed 
to  be  the  desire  of  their  constituents,  merely  pre- 
sumed to  express  a -wish  as  to  the  application  of 
their  d®nations. 

This,  sir,  is  the  origin  of  the  resolution  which 
has  so  unexpectedly  given  oflience.  I can  assure 
you  it  wav  not  dictated  by  any  spirit  ‘‘imbibed  and 
caught  from  higher  authority.”  And  I am  very 
certain,  that  there  is  not  a man  that  voted  for  it, 
who  will  not  be  astonished  to  find,  by  doing  so,  he 
has  subjected  himself  to  the  chfirges  of  insulting 
the  committee  of  Savannah  and  its  citizens,  of 
throwing  a firebrand  among  them,  and  of  being  a 
traitor  and  demagogue,disposed  to  smile  amidst  ha- 
Toc  created  by  unprincipled  ambjtion. 

Ido  persuade  myself,  sir,  that  if,  after  due  consi- 
deration and  explanations,  your  fellov/  citizens 
should  understand  your  letter  to  me,  and  perceive 
the  injurious  imputations  it  conveys,  they  will 
think  there  is  a severity  in  its  language  w^hich  even 
|ts  eloquence  cannot  excuse. 

I have  called  together  the  committee  of  which  I 
was  the  agent  in  making  the  remittances  to  you, 

1 sincerely  hope  they  will  adopt  measures  which 
may  allay  every  feeling  inconsistent  with  those  sen- 
timents which  all  Americans  should  cherish  to- 
wards each  other. 

Please  to  receive  assurances  of  the  respect  with 
which  I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  obedient  humble 
servant, 

CADWALLADER  D.  GOLDEN. 

The  honorable  Thomas  U.  P.  Charlton, 

Mayor  of  Savannah. 

Now,  really,  it  appears  to  me,  as  a disinterested 
person,  that  this  aflair  between  New  York  and  Sa- 
vannah has  taken  an  unjustifiable  turn.  I was  one 
of  tne  committee  appointed  at  a public  meeting  of 
the  citizens  of  Baltimore  to  wait  upon  tlie  mayor 
and  city  cpuncils,  and  request  adonation  of  ^10,000 
from  the  funds  of  the  city,  for  the  relief  ofthe  people 
of  Savannah.  If  we  had  obtained  it,  it  is  not  atall  pro- 
bable that  any  direction  as  its  distribution  would 
have  -een  thought  of  by  either  of  us, — but  I am 
certain,  that  if  a recommendation,  such  as  that  sug- 
, gested  by  the  general  committee  at  New  York,  had 
been  proposed,  it  would  not  have  occurred  to  me 
as  deserving  such  a return  as  has  been  made  to  it 
and  assurecM}’,  T could  not  have  supposed  that  it 
had  anything  to  do  with  ^Hraitors  and  demagogues,^’ 


or  a ‘Ulissolution  of  the  union!'”  Public  feeling  must 
have  been  exceedingly  stirred  up  at  Savannah,  by 
the  Missojiri  questiou,to  have  caused  such  a warmth 
of  proceeding.  It  would  have  been  amply  sufficient 
to  have  returned  the  money,  on  the  ground  that  the 
eondiiion  of  its  gift  cast  tlie  shade  of  a suspicion  on 
the  discretion  and  impartiality  of  those  whose  busi* 
ness  it  was  to  distribute  it  at  Savannah;  which  there 
is  no  reason  to  beheve  that  they  merited. 

The  letter  from  Mr.  Fox,  an  officer  of  a fire  in- 
surance company  at  Philadelphia,  is  very  impru- 
dently worded,  to  say  the  least  of  it — yet  the  proba- 
bility is,  that  nothing  more  was  meant  than  to  ex- 
press the  determination  ofthe  company  to  refrain 
from  insurances,  on  account  of  the  greater  danger 
of  loss  in  the  “slave  states,”  as  they  are  roughly- 
called.*  Certainly,  they  have  comparatively  suffer- 
ed much  more  by  conflagration  than  the  other  states 
— in  part,  perhaps,  from  the  general  construction 
of  their  buildings,  but  more  from  the  want  of  proper 
apparatus  and/ree  labor  to  extinguish  fires.  Mary- 
land is  a slave  holding  state, — yet  I venture  to  say 
that  Mr.  Fox  would  gladly  insure  houses  in  Balti- 
more,— where,  such  is  the  perfection  of  our  engine 
and  hose  companies,  so  great  the  abundance  of  vo- 
luntary laborers,  and  so  large  a supply  of  water, 
that,  for  many  years  past,  with  two  or  three  except 
tions,  on  account  of  gales  of  wind,  our  fires  have, 
been  confined  to  thehousesin  which  they  nearly  ori- 
ginated; and  these,  even  ifbuiltofwood,  were  seldom 
burnt  down,  unless  located  at  a distance  from  the 
mass  of  the,  population.  But  we  have  companies 
of  our  own,  able  and  willing  to  insure  more  houses 
than  are  off  ered  to  them,  and  Savannah  should  have 
them  also  for  herself. 


Capt.  Downes  and  lord  Cochrane. 

The  foilov.  ing  correspondence  took  place  between; 

Capt.  Downes,  of  the  United  States  frigate  Ma- 

cedoniai),  nowin  the  South  seas,  and  lord  Coch- 
rane, commander  of  the  Chilian  fleet: 

Chilian  States’  frigate  O’ Higgins, 
Employed  in  the  blockade  of  the  ports  of  Peru,  Nov.  9, 18 19. 

Sir:  I beg  leave  to  enclose  you  some  extracts 
from  the  Law  of  Nations,  which  guides  my  proceed- 
ings. I submit  them  to  your  inspection  on  our 
first  meeting,  it  being  my  sincere  desire  to  avoid, 
as  far  as  is  consistent  with  my  duty,  any  altercation 
or  misunderstanding  between  the  states  of  North 
and  South  America,  whose  interests  and  feeling 
ought  to  be  the  same. 

I shad  esteem  myself  honored  by  any  observations 
you  may  judge  proper  to  favor  me  with  in  order 
that,  so  far  as  is  consistent  with  the  rights  ofthe 
independent  state  of  Chili,  your  wishes  may  be 
complied  with. 

I have  the  honor  to  sub.scribe  myself,  sir,  your 
most  obedient  humble  servant,  COCHRANE. 

Captain  Downes, 

U.  S.  frigate  JSTacedonian. 

[EXTRACTS.] 

I call  those  neutrals,  who  do  not,  by  treaty,  owe 
any  thing  to  either  party;  for  if  they  do,  they  are 
f(  derates,  or  confederates,  and  not  simply  friends. — 
Bynkershoek, 

A nation,  that,  without  any  other  motive  than  the 
prospect  of  gain,  is  employed  in  strengthening  iriy 

*Tlie  re])eated  attempts  to  fire  Petersburg,  i)i^ 
Virginia,  may  have  contributed  to  the  resolution  ot 
this  coinpanv.  We  cannot  sup]iose  that  a monied 
corporation,  in  a case  like  tb-s,  was  operated  ujum 
by  pjlilical  vie-.v:;. 
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enemy,  without  regarding-  how  far  I may  suffer,  is 
certainly  far  from  being  my  friend,  and  gives  me  a 
right  to  consider  it  as  my  enemy,  and  treat  it  as  the 
•associate  of  such  enemy. — Vattel. 

No  one  doubts  that  enemy’s  property,  found  in 
the  ships  of  friends,  may  be  taken  and  seized,  be- 
cause one  enemy’s  power  over  the  property  of 
another,  his  enemy,  wherever  he  finds  it,  is  ancon- 
troilcd. 

rhe  effects  belonging  to  an  enemy,  found  on 
board  a neutral  ship,  are  seizable,  by  the  rights  of 
war  — Vattel. 

Enemy’s  goods,  found  on  board  of  the  ships  of 
friends,  if  there  put  by  the  consent  of  their  owners, 
may  make  the  ship  lawful  prize. — Burlamuque. 

All  commerce  is  entirely  prohibited  with  a be- 
sieg  d town;  and  if  I lay  siege  to  a place,  or  only 
form  the  blockade,  I have  a right  to  binder  any  one 
from  entering,  and  to  treat  as  an  enemy,  whoever 
attempts  to  enter,  or  to  carry  any  thing  to  the  be- 
gieged.—  Vattel. 

U.  S.  frigate  JWacedonian, 
Callao  bay,  JVov  9th.  1819. 

Lord.—\  have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your 
lordship’s  communication  of  yesterday,  enclosing 
6ome  extracts  from  the  Law  of  Nations.  I feel, 
with  yourself,  a sincere  desire  to  avoid  any  alterca- 
tion or  misunderstanding  that  may  involve  the  states 
€)f  Chili  and  North  America  in  difficulties. . Your 
lordship  appears  desirous  that  I should  make  some 
observations  upon  the  extracts  which  you  were 
pleased  to  send  me,  I have  only  to  remark,  that  I 
have  received  no  instructions  from  my  government, 
that  will  enable  me  to  give  an  opinion  as  to  your 
lordship’s  proceedings.  I,  however,  have  taken  the 
liberty  to  enclose  a few  extracts  fr*m  the  opinions 
of  sir  William  Scott. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  your  lordship’s  most  obe- 
dient servant,  JNO.  DOWNES. 

To  the  right  hon.  lord  Cochrane, 

admiral  and  coinmander  in  chief 
of  the  Chilian  navaiforce,  &c. 

Extracts  from  the  Opinions  of  sir  William  Scott: 

Tribunals  of  justice  have  uniformly  required  it 
to  be  established,  by  clear  and  unequivocal  evi- 
dence, that  the  party  proceeded  against,  has  had 
due  notice  of  the  existence  of  an  actual  blockade. 

Secondly.  It  is  not  the  accidental  absence  of  the 
blockading  force  that  will  be  sufficient  to  remove 
the  blockade.  Ilut,  if  the  relaxation  happen,  not 
by  such  accident,  but  by  the  remissness  of  the 
cruisers  stationed  to  maintain  the  blockade,  then  it 
is  impossible  for  a court  of  justice  to  say  that  the 
blockade  is  actually  existing. 

Thirdly.  The  very  notion  of  a complete  block- 
ade includes,  that  the  besieging  force  can  apply  its 
power  to  every  point  of  the  blockaded  state.  If  it 
cannot,  there  is  no  blockade. 

Fourthly.  It  is  at  all  times  most  desirable  that 
the  blockade  should  be  declared  in  a public  and 
distinct  manner,  instead  of  being  left  to  creep  out, 
from  the  consequences  produced  by  it. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  onboard  the 
frigate  Macedonian,  dated- 

Panama,  Jan.  8. 

“We  are  last  from  Lima,  which  place  I am  much 
pleased  with.  < he  city  is  situated  near  the  foot 
of  a range  of  mountains  on  a very  extensive  plain, 
in  a good  state  of  cultivation,  about  six  miles  from 
Callao,  the  port  of  entry;  it  contains  about  sixty 
thousand  inhabitants,  who  are  generally  wealthy, 


hospitable,  and  disposed  to  cultivate  the  acquain- 
tance of  strangers  particularly  our  countrymen,  who  ' 
are  much  more  popular  than  any  other  foreigners. 

“The  viceroy  behaved  in  a very  friendly  manner^ 
and  appeared  highly  gratified  to  see  us  in  his  port. 
The  morning  captain  Downes  called  on  h*m,  he 
was  received  with  a great  deal  of  distinction,  and 
pressed  to  remain  and  take  a family  dinner  \vith  him 
—a  friendly  deviation  from  tlie  usual  etiquette,  ne- 
ver known  here  before.  The  viceroy  entertained 
captain  D.  in  state  afterwards.  At  the  request  of 
capt.  D.  he  gave  up  two  American  prisoners,  cap- 
tured in  a Chilian  privateer,  Mr.  Bond  of  Baltimore, 
and  Mr.  Bradshaw  of  Philadelphia;  and  he  also  pro- 
mised, provided  he  would  again  return  to  his  port, 
to  deliver  the  rest,  captured  under  similar  circum- 
stances. 

“We  have  at  last  fallen  irt  with  lord  Cochrane,  and 
I assure  you  he  was  exceedingly  polite,  although  he 
had  threatened  to  sink  our  ship,  if  we  attempted  to 
enter  the  port  of  Callao,  while  his  squadron  was  off 
there.  To  let  him  see  that  we  apprehended  no 
danger  from  his  threat,  we  hove  to,  and  allowed  him 
to  board  us,  although  we  might  have  run  in  and 
avoided  him.  rhe  boarding  officer  came  with  his 
lordship’s  compliments,  and  requested  to  know  how 
long  we  were  from  Valparaiso,  and  if  any  newss 
the  captain  informed  him,  and  at  the  same  time  de- 
sired him  to  say  to  lord  Cochrane,  if  he  had  any 
further  communication  to  make,  he  wished  him  to 
do  it  as  soon  as  possible,  as  he  was  anxious  to  get 
to  his  anchorage  before  night.  As  soon  as  the  boat 
returned,  he  ran  up  alongside  of  us,  hailed,  and 
hoped  that  captain  D.  was  very  well;  the  same  ci- 
vility was  returned.  He  then  made  some  compli- 
mentary remarks  on  our  passage,  which  had  been 
very  short,  wished  us  safe  to  our  anchorage,  and 
sheered  off  his  course.  Since  which  time  we  have 
had  no  communication  with  him:  having  raised  the 
blockade  a few  days  after  our  arrival,  he  went  down 
the  coast  plundering,  as  usual.  The  officers  and 
crew  of  the  Macedonian,  were  all  at  quarters, 
matches  lighted  and'  every  thing  ready  for  action, 
as  it  was  the  determination  of  captain  Downes  to 
have  fought  his  way,  provided  his  ship  would  float 
in.  Every  officer  and  man  on  board  felt  exaspe- 
rated at  his  threat  to  exclude  us  from  the  port, 
when  the  English  men  of  war  were  permitted  to 
enter  and  depart,  without  molestation — we  had  a 
right  to  the  same  advantage,  and  were  determined 
to  possess  it,  “peaceably  if  we  could,  but  forcibly 
if  we  must.”  His  lordship  has  not  accomplished 
his  objects  at  Callao,  nor  will  he  ever,  in  my  opi- 
nion, the  place  is  much  more  strongly  fortified  than 
I had  any  idea  of,  from  the  representation  I had  of 
it.  The  people  appear  satisfied  under  the  present 
government,  and  completely  disgusted  with  that 
of  the  Chilian,  in  consequence  of  the  number  of 
outrageous  depredations  lord  Cochrane  has  com- 
mitted with  his  squadron  on  their  defenceless  towns 
along  the  coast. 

“All  military  operations  in  Chili,  at  present,  are  at 
a stand,  and  the  only  object  i)i  view,  was  their  naval 
expedition,  in  the  success  of  wliich  they  will  be  sad- 
ly disappointed,  as  they  have  not  the  means  again  to 
equip  the  squadron,  which  they  could  not  have 
filtted  out,  had  not  the  English  merchants  contri- 
buted so  largely  towards  it. 

“The  rapid  movements  of  general  Bolivar  have 
caused  great  alarm  in  Peru.  Quito,  one  of  the 
principal  towns  in  Upper  Peru,  was  expected  to  fall 
daily,  when  he  will  make  a vapid  descent  on  Guaya- 
quil, the  key  to  Lower  Peru — where  he  will  meet 
with  but  little  opposition^  nor  any  of  consequence  j 
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y;ntilhe  arrives  in  the  neighborhood  of  Lima;  they 
may  be  obstinate  for  a little  time,  but  they  must 
eventually  fall. 

“ this  place  is  small,  but  the  most  cleanly  that  I 
have  seen  on  the  coast.  The  people  resemble  the 
Luropeans  in  manner  and  dress.  Captain  Downes 
gave  a ball  on  board,  on  new  year’s  night,  when  we 
had  a very  fair  opportunity  of  judging  of  the  beauty 
of  the  place,  and  1 assure  you,  it  is  not  inconsidera- 
ble; the  ladies  are  very  gay,  and  disposed  to  be  very 
sociable.  This  is  the  pleasant  season  here,  and  there 
are  balls  every  night.  The  'Macedonian  will  leave 
this  in  a few  days  for  St.  Blass,  and  probably  touch 
at  Acapulco  on  her  way;  after  transacting  the  neces- 
sary public  business,  go  to  Valparaiso  to  reftt  for 
our  return  home.”  — Guz 


Foreign  Articles. 

FBANCE. 

It  is  Stated  that  four  of  the  miniafcry  have  been 
jmprisojted,  as.accessary  to  the  assassination  of  th« 
duke  of  Berri. 

Paris  papers  of  the  19th  of  Feb.  are  received— -In 
addition  to  the  new  project  of  an  elei  tion  law,  the 
king  has  proposed  one  to  permit  the  arrest  of  any 
person,  by  a writ  signed  by  three  ministers,  (i.: 
substance  similar  toThe  old  lettres  de 
individual  accused  of  plots  or  conspiracies  against 
the  king’,  the  rest  of  the  royal  family,  or  the  safety 
of  the  state.  It,  how^ever,  provides  for  his  speedy 
examination.  He  has  also  proposed  a law  which,  if 
passed,  will  entirely  destroy  the  freedom  of  the 
press.  It  was  thought  that  these  projects  would 
be  rejected, 

SPAIK. 

On  the  16th  of  Veb.  intelligence  was  received  at 
Gibraltar,  that  the  revolutionists  were  in  possession 
of  Algesirasand  St.  Roque  and  were  advancing  on 
Alalaga.  Their  army  amounted  to  21,000  men, 
well  disciplined,  and  who  conducted  themselves 
with  great  moderation,  injuring  no  one  in  person 
or  property.  I'hey  were  welcomed  every  where 
with  acclamations,  and  gathering  strer.gth  every 
moment.  'I'he  royal  troops  were  joining  them. 
They  possess  all  the  strongholds  round  Cadiz,  and 
it  was  thought  supplies  of  money,  with  an  abundance 
of  munitions  and  provisions.  Several  vessels  of 
war  had  fallen  into  their  hands  at  Carracas,  They 
had  released  a number  of  persons  who  were  im- 
prisoned. 7'Ae  revolutionary  spirit  seems  to  he  (reneral 
through  Spain.  Some  of  the  king’s  money  had  been 
captured  by  the  patriots  at  Algesiras,  It  is  said 
tliat  they  have  entered  Malaga  without  opposition. 

The  following  is  a handsome  specimen  of  the  Spa- 
nish stile — 

Letter  addressed  by  his  majesty,  to  the  most  noble, 
most  high,  and  most  heroic  city  of  Cadiz. 

The  fresh  public  testimonies  of  attachment  and 
fidelity  to  my  royal  person,  which  have  just  been 
evinced  to  me  by  the  inhabitants  of  my  good  city  of 
Cadis,  have  excited  in  my  paternal  heart,  the  neces- 
sity of  manife.sting  to  them  how  much  I am  satisfied 
with  their  loyal  sentiments.  He  v/ho  loves  you 
as  a father,  and  who  is  also  your  king,  will  always 
be  happy  in  causing  his  satisfaction  to  be  made 
.known  to  you. 

[Signed]  FERDINAND. 

Madrid,  22d  Jan.  1820.. 

To  my  dearly  beloved  city  of  Cadiz, 

Later.  As  late  as  the  17th  of  Feb.  Cadiz  was  not 
possessed  by  the  patriots — among  them  is  said  to 
be  a number  of  the  nobility  and  priests. 


We  have  a series  of  proclamations  issued  by 
roga^  as  “chief  and  organ”  of  the  patriot  army. 
They  are  well  written,  full  of  spirit,  and  manifest  a 
settled  plan  of  operations.  A complete  revolution  is 
aimed  at— and  the  Jidl  belief  is,  that  the  constitution 
Turin  be  established. 

q;;j=’T  wo  government  vessels  have  arrived  at  Gib- 
raltar, from  Malaga,  with  a number  of  public  dia- 
meters on  board,  flying  from  the  patriots.  The 
division  of  their  army,  under  Riego,  was  received 
witii  open  arms,  after  a slight  skirmish  with  the  fa- 
mous, or  infamous,  O’Donnel,  and  another  with  the 
governor  of  Malaga,  in  both  of  which  the  royal 
troops  fled  in  every  direction. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

7'he  city  of  St.  Juan  de  Pastos,  only  140  miles 
north  east  of  Quito,  was  in  the  possession  of  the 
Columbian  republic.  It  was  believed  that  the  whole 
provinc';  of  Quito  would  soon  be  with  the  patriots. 

The  government  of  the  united  provinces  of  Ven- 
ezuela and  New  Granada,  appears  to  be  well  estab- 
lisned,  and  all  things  seem  to  be  going  on  pi’osper- 
ously.  Agents  were  immediately  to  be  sent  to  the. 
United  States  and  Europe,  M.  Torres  is  the  regu- 
lar minister  to  the  latter;  but  Dr.  Zea  and  M.  Sala- 
zar, both  of  distinguished  talents,  are  daily  expect- 
to  arrive  in  the  former. 

A letter  from  Buenos  Ayres,  dated  4th  of  Jan. 
says — ‘*A  Chili  mail  is  just  arrived,  which  brings  the 
pleasing  news  of  Lord  Cochrane’s  having  destroyed 
the  three  Spanish  ships  of  rvar -which  proceeded  inJllay 
for  Lima.  Enclosed  you  have  the  Gazette  account 
of  tile  first  essay,  which  proved  so  unfortunate — 
and  I am  sorry  to  inform  you,  that  in  an  action,  be- 
tween the  vessels  of  this  government  and  those  of 
the  Monteneros  and  Artigas,  your  friend  Don  An- 
gel Hubac  had  both  his  limbs  shot  away,  and  has 
since  died.  The  action  u^as  severe  on  both  sides — 
it  took  place  off'  San  Nicholas. 

The  British  Admiral,  sir  Thomas  Hardy,  is  now 
here  with  a squadron  of  ten  ships — viz.  2 of  the  line, 
6 frigates  and  2 sloops.  W'hat.  it  all  means,  God 
knows.  The  74’s  are  at  Montevideo. 

03^Another  account  says  that  Hardy’s  squadron 
consits  of  thirty-jour  vessels,  all  told* 


CONGRESS. 

IN  THE  SENATE. 

Match  24. — The  senate  met  to-day,  but  did  net 
sit  long.  One  or  two  reports  were  received  from 
committees,  and,  at  an  early  hour,  (for  the  purpose, 
no  doubt,  of  allowing  the  members  an  opportunity 
of  attending  the  funeral  of  commodore  Decatur, 
though  nothing  was  said  on  the  subject,) 

The  senate  adjourned. 

March  27.  The  senate  were  ocenpied  to-day  al- 
most exclusively  in  the  consideration  of  the  bank- 
rupt bill.  After  adopting  some  amendments  in  ad- 
dition  to  those  heretofore  noticed,  the  bill  was  re- 
ported, and  ail  the  amendments  agreed  to  in  com- 
mittee were  concurred  in  by  the  senate.  [Having 
got  through  the  details  of  the  bill,  its  fate  in  this 
branch  of  the  legislature  will  probably  soon  be  de- 
termined.] 

March  28.  1'lie  senate  took  up,  in  committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  in  the  chair,  the  bill 
from  the  other  house,  making  appropriations  for  the 
military  service  of  the  present  year,  togetlier  with 
the  amendments  reported  thereto  by  tlie  committee 
on  flnanee  of  the  senate. 

I’liese  amendments  propose;  1st.  to  add  130,000 
dollars  to  the  appropriation  for  the  clothing  for  t!v- 
army-  and  2d.  to  increase  the  appropriation  fertile 
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quarter  master  general’s  department,  from  four 
hundred  and  fifty,  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars 
—(this  latter  involving  the  question  whether  the 
>jissuuri  expedition  should  be  limited  to  the  Coun 
cil  Bluffs,  or  authorized,  by  appropriation,  to  be 
extended  to  the  Mandan  villages,  as  originally  eon- 
temj)lated  by  the  executive.) 

Mr.  Scwford  xietailed  the  reasons  on  which  the 
committee  liad  reported  the  augmentations  of  the 
appropriations.  After  much  debate,  the  first  was 
agreed  to,  and  the  further  consideration  of  the  let- 
ter postponed  till  to-morrow  After  some  time 
spent  in  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

March  29.  A message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  transmitting,  in  pur- 
suance of  a resolution  of  the  1st  ult.  a report  of  the 
secretary  of  state,  respecting  the  late  treaty  with 
Great  Britain,  relative  to  the  restitution  of  slaves; 
and  the  message  and  report  were  read. 

Mr.  Johnson^  of  Ken.  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution, for  consideration:  • 

'Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  District  of 
Columbia  he  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  allowing  to  the  said  district,  a delegate  in 
Congress,  upon  a footing  with  the  delegates  from 
the  several  territorial  governments. 

[Mr.  Johnson  supported  his  resolution  with  a 
speech  of  some  length.  It  was  laid  on  the  table..] 

The  senate,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Elliott,  resumed 
the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  remit  the  duties  on 
certain  goods  consumed  by  the  late  fire  at  Savan- 
nah. 

After  a speech  from  Mr.  Elliott,  the  bill  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading  -ayes  27. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  mi- 
litary appropriation  bill — the  question  on  increas- 
ing the  appropriation  for  the  quarter-master-gen’s, 
department,  from  450,000  to  500,000  dollars,  being 
still  under  consideration — 

Several  gentlemen  spoke  for  and  against  an  in- 
crease of  the  appropriation.  It  was  finally  agreed 
to,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Dana,Eator<,  Edwards,  Johnson,  of 
Ken.  Johnson,  of  Lou.  King,  of  Ala,  Lanman,  Leake, 
Lloyd,  Logan,  Lowrie,  Noble,  Otis,  Parrott,  Pink- 
ney, Roberts,  Sanford,  Stokes,  Thomas,  Trimble, 
"Walker,  of  Alab.  Walker,  of  Geo.  Williams,  of  Ten. 
Wilson  — 24. 

Nays — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Burrill,  Dicker- 
son,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  King,  of  N.  Y.  Macon,  Mellen, 
Morril,  Palmer,  Pleasants,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Taylor, 
I’ichenor,  Van  Dyke,  \Villiams,  of  Miss.  — 18. 

Some  discussion  took  place  on  other  points, 
after  which. 

The  amendments  were  ordered  to  be  engrossed, 
and,  with  the  bill,  to  be  read  a third  time. 

The  engrossed  bill  apportioning  the  representa- 
tives from  the  states  of  Massachusetts  and  Maine  in 
the  next  congress,  was  read  a third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  other  house  for  concurrence. 

The  senate  tlien  took  up,  and  spent  considerable 
time  on  the  bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the 
treasury  department,  (providing  for  the  more 
prompt  recovery  of  debts  due  the  United  Sta,tes, 
&c.)  after  which.  The  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  nEPJlESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  March  24.  Mr.  Mewton  laid  on  the  table 
sundry  statements  re  ;]jecting  the  extent  of  our 
trade  with  the  British.  W'est  Indiaji  and  North  Ame- 
rican colonies,  which  were  referred  to  tire  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  to  whom  the  hill  on  that  subject 
V.  us  referred. 


The  routine  of  morning  business  having  been, 
gone  through — 

Mr.  Randolph  rose,  and,  after  a speech  of  some 
length,  principally  growing  out  of  the  remark  of 
Mr.  ‘ aylor,  on  the  preceding  d?,y,  on  the  manner 
of  the  death  of  the  late  commodore  Decatur,  moved 
a resolution  to  this  effect, 

“That  the  speaker,  officers,  and  members,  of  this 
house  will  attend  the  funeral  of  the  late  Stephen 
Decatur,  esq.  of  the  U,  S.  navy,  from  his  late  re- 
sidence, at  4 o’clock  this  afternoon.” 

Mr.  Randolph's  remarks  were  of  too  much  length 
to  be  reported.  As  soon  as  the  motion  was- stated 
front  the  chair — 

Mr,  Holmes  rose,  apprehending,  he  said,  that  the 
proposition  might  not  receive  an  unanimous  vote^ 
fearing  to  hear  either  yea  or  nay  on  such  a ques- 
tion; and  at  the  same  time  wishing  to  give  every 
gentleman  of  the  house  an  opportunity  of  indulg- 
ing his  own  inclination,  on  this  solemn  and  melan- 
choly occasion,  he  moved  thatthe  hquse  do  noiu  ad- 
journ. 

'fhis  motion  the  reader  is  probably  aware,  super^ 
sedes  all  others,  and  precludes  all  debate. 

It  was  decided  affirmatively,  without  debate,  and 

The  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  March  25.  Mr.  Lemuel  Satvyer,  a niem^ 
her  from  North  Carolina,  appe;ired  this  day,  was 
qualified,  and  took  his  seat. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Md,  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  reported  a bill  further  to  regulate  the  entry 
of  merchandize  imported  into  the  United  States 
from  any  adjacent  territory. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Southard,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  manufactures 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  fur- 
nishing the  trading  houses  ■established  by  the  Do 
states,  for  carrying  on  trade  with  tl\e  Indian  tribes, 
with  articles  of  American  manufacture. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  lh  acy. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  bq  directed 
to  transmit  to  this  house  a statement  shewing  the 
amount  and  costs  (including  transportation  and 
other  charges,)  of  the  goods  furnished  annually  to 
each  factory  or  Indian  trading  house,  since  the 
peace  of  18i5:  specifying  also,  the  kind  and  quanti- 
ty of  furs,  peltries,  or  other  property  annually  re- 
ceived since  that  period  at  each  factory;  also  the 
amount  of  the  sales  of  such  furs,  peltries  or  other 
property,  and  the  balance,  (if  any,)  now  due,  from 
such  sales,  to  the  government. 

A bill  to  authorize  a subscription  for  certain  co- 
pies of  the  IRh  and  12th  vols.  of  Waite’s  collection 
of  stale  papers,  was  postponed  indefinitely — or  re- 
jected, 131  to  32. 

The,  committee  then  proceeded  to  the  bill  to 
amend  the  act  providing  for  the  publication  of  the 
laws  of  the  U.  States,  in  newspapers,  &c. 

After  debate — this  bill  \vas  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading, 

Monday,  March  27.  The  speaker  presented  the. 
memorial,  remonstrance  and  ]irotest  of  the  senate 
and  house  of  representatives  of  the  state  of  Georgia, 
detailing  several  violations  of  the  territorial  riglits 
of  that  state  in  treaties  concluded  between  the 
United  Statesand  the  Creek  and  Clterokee  Indians;, 
as  r-'.lso  violations  of  the  articles  of  agreement  and 
cession  of  1802,  and  remonstrating  and  protesting, 
against  an  article  in  the  treaty  concluded  in  1817, 
between  the  Cherokee  nation  and  the  United  States,^ 
whicli  invests  a fee  simple  rig'ht  to  lands  in  certain 
Indians  of  that  nation,  and  soliciting  that  commis- 
sioners may  be  appointed  to  treat  with  the  Creek 
and  Cherokee  nations  of  Indians,  fi^r  further  ces- 
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Stojis  of  the  territory  for  the  use  of  Georgia,  which 
memorial,  remohsirance  and  protest,  was  ordered  ' 
to  lie  on  the  table. 

TJie  speaker  also  presented  a petition  of  Benja- 
snin  G.  Bullkey,  setting  forth  that,  in  theyeaf  1800, 
he  preferred  to  the  senate  of  the  United  States, 
certain  charges  of  corruption  in  tlie  post  office  de- 
partment, which  were  not  fairly  and  fully  exanii’  .ed, 
by  which  he  alleges  to  have  sustained  great  injury* 
and  praying  that  the  said  charges  may  now  be  en- 
quired into,  to  the  end  that  justice  may  be  render- 
ed him;  which  petition  was  also  ordered  to  lie  on 
the  table. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  the  following 
report,  wliich  was  referred  to  the  committee  onfo- 
reig'n  affairs. 

' 'fhe  secretary  of  state,  to  whom*  by  a resolution 
of  the  house  of  representatives  of  the  7th  ofFebrti- 
ary  last,  the  petitions  of  Samuel  G.  Perkins  and 
others,  merchants  of  Massachusetts,  and  of  William 
Patterson  and  others,  merchants  of  Baltimore,  were 
referred,  has  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the  house 
tlie  following  report* 

In  the  month  of  January,  1817,  in  consequence  of 
a memorial  to  the  president  of  the  United  States 
from  sundry  persons,  interested  in  the  claims  set 
forth  in  these  petitions,  Septimus  Tyler  was  ap- 
pointed an  agent*  to  proceed  to  the  island  of  Saint 
Domhigo,  for  the  purpose  of  claiming  the  indem- 
nity which  appears  to  be  justly  due  to  the  peti- 
tioners, for  property  so  unjustly  taken  from  thenii 
He  accordingly  pi’oceeded  thither;  but  was  denied 
access  to  the  government  of  Christophe,  upon  the 
alleged  ground  of  informality  in  the  style  of  his 
powers.  Mr.  Tyler  did  not  live  to  return  to  the 
United  States. 

in  the  spring  of  the  year  1818,  a second  attempt 
was  made  to  send  an  agent  to  make  the  demand,  j 
and  authority  was  giverihim  to  present  hihiself  in  a 
manner,  which  there  was  reason  to  expect  would 
have  discarded  every  question  of  form.  'Fhe  result, 
how'ever,  was  a refusal,  again,  to  receive  him.  A 
formal  recognition  of  the  kingdom  of  llayti  not 
being  deemed  expedient,  ho  further  measures  have 
been  found  practi cable*  on  the  part  of  the  execu- 
tive, in  the  case;  those  suggested  by  the  memorial- 
ists being  within  the  exclusive  authority  of  the  le- 
gislature. JOHN  auiNCY  ADAMS. 

Department  of  state y Washington,  March  20,  1820. 

Mr.  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  from  the  com- 
mittee of  claims,  who  were,onthe  28th  ult.  instruct- 
ed to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing 
for  the  compensation  of  losses  occasioned  by  the 
impressment  and  application  of  private  property 
to  the  military  service  of  the  United  States  in  the 
late  Seminole  war,  made  a report,  concluding  with 
tjje  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  that  it  is  inexpedient  to  pass  any  ge- 
Beral  law  on  the  subject,  and  that  the  committee  be 
discharged  from  its  further  consideration.^’ 

The  report  was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  Williams,  also,  from  the  committee  of  claims, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  senate’s  bill  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  officers  and  volunteers  engaged  in  the 
late  war  with  the  Seminole  Indians*  made  a report 
thereon,  concluding  with  a recommendation  that 
tlie  hill  he  indefinitely  postponed. 

This  report  W’as  opposed  by  Mr.  Jones,  Mr.  Allen, 
and  Mr.  Cannon,  of  J en.  Mr.  McLean,  of  Ken.  Mr. 

of  Maryland,  Mr.  Stevens,  of  Connecticut, 
and  was  supported  by  Mr  Mercer,  of  Virginia,  Mr. 
Ctdbreth,  of  Maryland,  and  Mr,  Williams  apd  Mr. 
Culpepper  of  North  Carolina. 


[In  noticing  the  debate,  the  National  Intelligen- 
cer observes — It  is  sufficient  now  generally  to  state* 
that  the  compensation  allowed  for  the  use  of  these 
horses  was  said  to  be  intended  tojcover  also  the  risk 
of  their  loss;,  as  was  evident  from  the  fact,  that  the 
allowance  for  the  use  of  the  horse,  was  greater  tliau 
that  allowed  to  tlie  rider  of  him  for  his  services,  ami 
was  at  the  rate  of  double  the  average  cost  of  human 
labor  in  that  country,  &c.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was 
said  that,  when  these  volunteers  entered  the  ser- 
vice, there  w’as  certainly  an  implied  coi, tract  that 
the  United  States  should  furnish  their  horses  with 
forage*  and  should  not  cause  the  horses  to  be  rode 
to  death  by  forced  marches;  and  that  the  losses  in 
question  were  caused  in  this  manner,  &c.  that  the 
rule  which  had  been  applied  to  the  Kentucky  vo- 
lunteers, the  Tennessee  volunteers  had  a right  to 
expect  to  be  also  applied  to  tiiem. 

Othei*  considerations  mingled  in  the  debate.  Mr. 
Culhreth,  for  example,  Was  in  favor  of  the  postpone- 
ment of  the  bill,  because  he  believed,  the  persons 
embraced  in  the  bill  to  have  been  unconstitutionally 
in  service. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  of  the 
bill  was  decided,  by  yeas  and  nays*  in  the  negative* 
84  to  73. 

The  bill  was  then  referred  to  a committee  of  the 
whole,  such  .a  reference  being  required  by  the 
rules  of  the  house*  as  the  bill  contains  an  appropri- 
ation. 

A message  from  the  president  was  received, 
and  referred  to  the  committee  on  foreign  affairs—^ 
see  page  84. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  act  providing  for 
the  publication  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States  was 
read  a third  time;  and  the  yeas  and  nays  were  or- 
dered on  its  passage. 

j [This  bill  proposes  to  reduce  the  number  of  the 
publishers  of  the  laws  to  one  for  every  state  and 
territory,  and  to  reduce  the  allowance  for  the  e±- 
ecution  of  the  work,  to  about  one  half  of  its  present 
amount :] 

Hereupon  a considerable  debate  took  fjlace — it 
turned  on  the  question  whether  the  object  was 
worth  a continuation  of  the  present  expenditure, 
which  it  is  supposed  the  passage  of  the  bill  will  re- 
duce by  three-fourths  of  its  amount. 

Finally,  the  bill  was  passedby  a close  vote — 79  to 
78,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

Tuesday,  March  28.  The  house  took  up  and 
proceeded  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by 
Mr.  Tayloi'  on  the  25th  inst.  prescribing  an  order 
for  the  consideration  of  business  referred  to  com- 
mittees of  the  whole;  and  the  said  resolution  being* 
read  at  t>he  clerk^s  table,  and  modified  by  the  mover, 
was  agreed  to  by  the  house  as  follows: 

Resolved,  That  the  business  referred  to  tlie  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  house  shall  be  called  for  con- 
sideration in  the  following  order: — 

1;  Private  bills  which,  have  passed  the  senate, 
and  have  been  reported  favorably  by  a committee 
uF  this  bbiise. 

2 Private  bills  Veported  by  committees  of  this 
house. 

3.  Bills  and  resolutions  of  a public  nature. 

4.  Bills  which  have  passed  the  seniAte,  and  have 
been  reported  against  by  a committee  of  this  house. 

5.  Reports  unfavorable  to  petitioners. 

Resolved,  That  the  clerk,  under  the  direction  of 

the  speaker,  do  arrange  the  business  in  the  preced- 
ing order  for  to-morrow. 

The  house  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider 
the  bill  from  the  senate,  entitled  «an  act  further  to 
suspend  for  a limited  time  the  sale  ©r  forfeiture 
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of  lands  for  failure  in  completing;  the  payment 
thereon.” 

Ordered,  that  the  said  bill  be  read  a third  time 
to-morrow. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  oi‘ ^ . C. 

Itesolved,  That,  when  this  house  adjourns,  it  will 
adjourn  to  meet  at  10  o’clock  in  the  forenoon. 

Mr.  JVelson,  of  Va.  moved,  that  the  house  do  now 
proceed  to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by 
him  on  the  23d  inst.  for  the  appointment  of  a joint 
committee  to  consider  and  report  what  business  is 
necessary  to  be  done  before  the  close  of  the  present 
session; 

And  on  the  question,  will  the  house  now  proceed 
to  consider  the  resolution.^ 

It  was  decided  in  the  negative. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Abbott, 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  bn  the  judiciary 
be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of 
passing  a law,  pointing  out  under  what  circum- 
stances, and  by  what  means,  private  property  may 
be  taken  for  public  use,  under  the  emergency 
of  war,  and  regulating  the  manner  by  which  just 
compensation  may  be  made  for  the  same;  al§o  to 
prescribe  the  manner  in  which  soldiers  may  be 
quartered  in  any  house,  without  the  consent  of  the 
owner,  in  time  of  war. 

The  house  having  resolved  itself  into  a commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  on  the  state  of  the  union,  spent 
some  time  in  considering  the  resolution  oifered  by 
Mr.  Cobb,  on  the  24th  of  January  last,  proposing 
an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  U.  States, 
to  prohibit  the  appointment  of  members  »f  congress 
to  offices,  with  amendments;  as,  also,  their  agree- 
ment to  the  resolution  of  the  senate,  “proposing  an 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the  U.  States,  as 
it  respects  the  choice  of  electors  of  president  and 
vice-president  of  the  United  States,  and  the  elec- 
tion of  representatives  in  the  congress  of  the  Unit- 
ed States.”  ■ 

The  house  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider  the 
report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  upon  the 
«tate  of  the  union:  whereupon  it  was 

Ordered,  that  the  said  resolutions  severally  lie 
«n  the  table. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Md. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  the  post  offices 
and  posti’oads  be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  ex- 
pediency of  affording  some  pecuniary  relief  to  the 
widow  and  children  of  Jolm  Heaps,  mail  carrier, 
killed  by  the  persons  who  recently  robbed  the  U. 
States’  mail,  near  Baltimore. 

A message  in  writing  was  received  fromthe.pre- 
sident  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  J.  J,  Monroe,  his 
secretary,  which  is  as  follows: 

To  the  house  of  representatives. 

I transmit  to  the  house  of  representatives,  in  pur- 
suance of  their  resolution  of  the  31st  of  January 
last,  a report  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
Vith  the  documents  which  accompanied  it. 

JAMES  MONROE. 
Washington,  2^th,  Jllarch  1820. 

The  said  message  was  read,  and,  together  with 
the  report  therein  communicated,  ordered  to  lie  on 
tlie  table. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  fi’om 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,transmittingsundry  state- 
ments in  relation  to  the  privateer  pension  fund, 
which  have  been  prepared  in  obedience  to  the  reso- 
lution of  the  15th  inst.  which  was  ordered  to  lie  on 
, the  table. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  chiefly  spent  on 
Ip’ivate  claims. 


[During  the  sitting,  dr.  Randolph  offered  a mo-i 
tion  to  the  following  effect — 

“TViai  Gales  & Seaton,  editors  of  the  JVational  In- 
telligencer, be  excluded  from  the  hall  of  this  house  as 
reporters^ 

The  grciind  ofthis  proceeding  is  an  alleged  inac- 
curacy in  the  report  of  the  preceding  Thursday’s 
proceedings,  when  Mr.  R’s.  motion  respecting  com. 
Decatur  was  before  the  house,  about  which  he  ad- 
dressed the  following  note  to  the  editors— 

Messrs.  Gales  SJ  Seaton — O.-i  Thursday  last,  I took 
pai’ticular  notice  that  there  was  no  reporter  in  the 
house,  r am,  therefore,  surprised  as  well  as  shock- 
ed, to  find  the  report  (such  as  it  is)  of  the  proceed- 
ings relative  to  the  late  Stephen  Decatur,  esq.  of 
the  U.  3.  navy,  and  request  to  be  informed  how  it 
found  its  way  into  your  paper. 

Your  obedient  servant,  J.  RANDOLPH, 

of  Roanoke# 

Saturday,  March  25. 

They  replied  thus — 

Sunday,  March  26,  1820. 

Hon.  John  Randolph. 

Sir:  The  report,  to  which  you  refer  in  your  note 
of  the  25th,  was  derived  from  sources  entitled  to 
high  credit:  particular  care  being  taken  not  to  im- 
pute to  you  any  language  which  might  be  subject 
I to  misinterpetratioru  Your  speech  on  the  follow- 
ing day  was  reported,  and  will  be  submitted  to  you 
for  revision,  when  transcribed. 

Very  respectfully,  your  obedient  servants, 

GALES  & SEATON. 

In  explanation,  they  further  slate  how  it  happen- 
ed that  no  reporter  was  present — that  they  were 
especially  careful  to  collect  what  Mr  Randolph  had 
said,  &c.  and  are  at  all  times  w'illiiig  to  correct  er- 
rors. Mr.  Strother  proposed  to  amend  Mr.  R’s  mo- 
tion by  adding  words  to  the  following  effect — 

Unless  the  infomnation  required  by  the  gentleman 
from  Virginia,  is  furnished  by  to-morroiv  morning.'^’ 
Whereupon,  (say  the  editors)  we  understand  Mr. 
R.  at  the  suggestion  of  a friend,  withdrew  his  mo- 
tion, to  give  an  opportunity,  before  renewing  it,  to 
us  to  disclose  to  him  the  names  of  those  who  fur- 
nished us  with  an  account  of  th®  proceeding  refer- 
red to  in  his  note  as  above. 

Messrs.  Gales  and  Seaton  observe — “With  re- 
spect to  the  admission  into  the  hail  of  representa- 
tives, it  is  a privilege  to  which,  we  trust,  we  give  its^ 
due  importance.  But,  were  it  ten  times  more  va- 
luable than  it  is,  the  menace  of  exclusion  from  the 
hall,  would  not  induce  us  to  swerve,on  this  occasiooj 
from  our  duty — which  is,  to  resist  every  attempt, 
from  whatever  quarter,  t®  invade  the  privileges 
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It  will  be  merely  decorous  in  us  voluntarily 
exclude  ourselves  from  the  hall,  until  the  questio* 
on  Mr.  Randolph's  motion  is  settled,  if  it  is  to  be 
settled  at  all,  by  u vote  of  the  house. 

We  shall  endeavor,  however,  to  give  our  readers 
an  idea  of  what  is  goingon  there  meanwhile;  and# 
if  we  do  iiot  give  the  speeches  of  the  members,  we 
shall  at  least  have  the  satisfaction  of  being  ^re  that 
we  have  not  mistaken  their  meaning.”] 

Wednesday,  March  29.  Mr.  Starrs,  from  the  se- 
lect committee  to  whom  had  been  recommitted  the 
bill  to  amend  the  revolutionary  pension  law,  re- 
ported a bill  for  that  purpose — its  provisions  are  as 
follows: 

No  person,  receiving  a pension  under  the  act  of 
March,  3 818,  shall  continue  to  I’eceive  the  same 
after  the  4th  March,  1820,  unless  he  shall  take,  i« 
the  manner  prescribed,  the  following  oath  or  affir- 
mation, to  wit:  “1,  A B.  do  solemnly  swear  (or  affirm,- 
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as  the  case  may  be,)  that  I was  a resident  citizen  of 
tlie  United  States  on  the  18th  day  of  March,  1818, 
atid  that  1 have  not  since  that  time,  by  gift,  sale,  or 
in  any  manner  whatevei’,  disposed  of  my  property, 
or  any  part  thereof,  with  intent  thereby  so  to  dimi- 
nish it  as  to  bring  myself  within  the  provisions  of  an 
act  of  congress,  entitled  an  act  “to  provide  for  cer- 
tain  persons  engaged  in  tiie  land  and  naval  service 
of  the  United  States,  in  the  revolutionary  war,” 
passed  on  the  18th  day  of  March,  1818,  and  that  I 
have  not,  nor  has  any  person  in  trust  for  me,  any 
properties  or  securities,  contracts,  or  debts  due  to 
me,  nor  have  I any  income  other  than  what  is  con- 
tained in  the  schedule  hereunto  annexed,  and  by  me 
subscribed,”  nor  until  such  person  shall  have  deliv- 
ed  or  caused  to  be  delivered,  to  the  secretary  of 
V.  ar,  a copy  of  the  aforesaid  schedule  and  oath  or 
affirmation,  certified  by  the  clerk  of  the  court  to 
5,vhich  the  said  schedule  was  delivered,  together 
with  the  opinion  of  the  said  court,  also  certified  by 
their  clerk,  of  the  value  of  the  property  Contained 
in  the  said  schedule:  Provided^  Tliat,  in  every  case 
in  which  the  pensioner  may  be  insane,  the  court 
may  receive  the  said  schedule  without  tlieafoi'esaid 
oath  or  affirmation,  from  the  committee  or  other 
person  authorised  to  take  care  of  such  insane  person 
The  2d  section  enacts  a penalty  for  perjury — and 
the  3d  auffiorises  the  secretary  of  war  to  strike  from 
the  list  of  pensioners  all  persons  who  shall  not,  in 
his  opinion,  be  in  such  indigentcireumstances  as  to 
be  unable  to  support  himself  without  the  assistance 
of  his  country. 

The  bill  was  twice  read  and  commltted- 
After  disposing  of  a private  claim — 

Mr.  Randolph  and,  after  speech  of  up- 

wards of  an  hour  in  length,  submitted  the  following 
resolution: 

**ReBohed,  That  Gales  and  Seaton,  editors  of  the 
Jfational  Intelligencer,  be  excluded  from  this  house 
as  reporters:” 

Mr.  Strother  SiX\d  Mr,  Pindall  made  several  obser- 
vations, which  were  not  heard  by  the  person  giving 
this  sketch. 

Mr.  Brushy  of  Ohio,  however,  rose,  and  with  some 
W'armth,  defended  the  persons  against  whom  the 
proposition  was  directed,  on  the  ground  that  there 
was  no  charge  brought  against  them,  without  which 
he  could  not  condemn  or  pass  censure,  upon  the 
meanest  individual  in  the  land;  and  called  upon 
Mr.  R.  to  put  in  a specificaiion  of  his  complaint. 

Mr.  Randolph  did  so,  and  ultimately  modified  his 
proposition,  so  as  to  read  as  folio  vs, ^isupporting  it  at 
the  same  time  in  a speech  of  considerable  length: 
Resolvedy  That  Gales  and  Seaton,  having  published 
an  indorrect  report  of  the  proceedings  of  this  house 
of  the  23d,  not  from  their  own  view  and  hearing 
thei’cof,  but  on  the  representation  of  some  un- 
known  person,  whose  name  they  have  refused  to 
give,  when  thereto  required  by  a member  from 
Virginia — 

Tliereforey  Resolvedy  That,  unless  they  give  up 
the  author  of  such  report,  Gales  and  Seaton,  editors 
of  the  National  Intelligencer,  be  excluded  from  this 
house  as  reporters  of  the  proceedings  thereof. 

Mr,  Pindall  spoke  at  considerable  length  on  the 
object;  after  which 

The  question  on  the  above  modified  proposition 
was  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs.  Bayly,  Floyd,  Nelson,  Va.  Pindall, 
Randolph,  Rober*son,  B.  Smith,  Va.  Strother  - 8 
[The  nays  were  one  hundred  and  forty!  It  is  not 
worth  while  to  record  them.] 

So  Mr.  Randolph’s  motion  was  rejected,  and  the 
house  adjourned,; 


THUI^SDAX’S  PROCEEniNeS, 

The  senate  passed  a resolution  fixing  the  24th 
inst,  (April),  as  the  day  on  which  congress  should 
adjourn,  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  21,  nays  20. 

After  much  proceedings  on  the  bankrupt  bill— ■ 
the  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill,  as 
amended,  to  he  engrossed  and  read  a third  time, 
and  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows: 

Yeas.— Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Elliott, 
Gaillard,  Hunter,  Lanman,  Mellen,  P.'irrott,  Pink- 
nev,  Roberts,  Sanford,  Stokes,Tichenor,  Van  Dyke. 
^15. 

Nats.  -Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Johnson, 
of  Kentucky,  Johnson,  of  Louisiana,  King,  of  Ala- 
bama, King,  of  New  York,  Leake,  Lowrie,  Macon^ 
Morril,  Otis,  Palmer,  Pleasants,  Ruggles,  Smith, 
Taylor,  Trimble,  Walker,  of  Alabama,  Walker,  of 
Georgia,  Williams,  of  Mississippi,  Williams,  of  Ten- 
nessee, Wilson 23. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

In  the  house  of  representatives.  Sundry  resolutions 
were  submitted,  &c.  which  shall  be  noticed  hereaf- 
ter, as  thought  necessary.  The  bill  from  the  se- 
nate to  suspend  for  a limited  time  the  sale  or  for- 
feiture of  lands,  for  non-payment  of  monies  due 
thereon,  was  passed,  after  considerable  opposition. 
Much  other  business  was  transacted,  not  at  present 
important  to  notice. 

On  motion  of  Air.  Lo-wndeSy  it  was 

Resolvedy  That  the  secretary  of  the  department 
of  the  navy,  be  directed  to  inform  this  house  whe- 
tlierthe  commander  of  the  Ontario,  during  her  late 
cruise  in  the  Pacific  ocean,  received  any  present 
from  the  vicerpy  of  Lima,  and,  if  he  did,  what  dispo- 
sition lias  been  made  thereof;  whether  he  received 
on  board  the  Ontario  any  citizens  or  subjects  of  a 
foreign  power,  and  any  moneys  or  effects  belonging 
to  foreign  subjects  or  citizens  to  be  transported 
from  one  foreign  port  to  another;  if  such  forei^ 
subjects  were  so  received,  whether  any  of  them 
were  in  the  military  service  of  governments  en- 
gaged in  war;  if  any  money  or  effects  were  so  trans- 
ported, whether  any  freight  was  received  on  that 
account;  and  whether  any,  and  what  instructions 
have  been  given  by  the  department  of  the  navy, 
respecting  the  transportation,  in  public  ships  of  th© 
United  States,  of  passengers,  money,  or  effects. 

d^j'The  following  resolutions  were  submitted  by- 
Mr.  Clay  [speaker]  to  the  committee  of  the  whole 
on  the  state  of  the  union,  on  Tuesday  last,  and  or- 
dered to  be  printed — 

1.  Resolved,  That  constitution  of  United  States 
vests  in  congress  the  povrerto  dispose  oi'the  terri- 
tory belonging  to  them,  and  that  no  treaty,  purport- 
ing to  alienate  any  portion  thereof,  is  valid  without 
the  concurrence  of  congress. 

2 Resolved,  That  the  equivalent  proposed  to  be 
given  by  Spain  to  the  United  States,  in  the  treaty 
concluded  between  them,  on  the  22d  day  of  Febru- 
ary, 1819,  for  that  part  of  Louisiana  lying  west  of 
the  Sabine,  was  inadequate;  and  that  it  would  be 
inexpedient  to  make  a transfer  thereof  to  any  f©- 
reing  power,  or  to  renew  the  aforesaid  treaty. 


CHRONICLE. 

Com.  Becatur.  A general  order  hash  pen  issued 
from  the  navy  depai’tment,  directing  the  officers  t© 
wear  crape  on  their  left  arm  for  the  period  of  thirty 
day.s,  as  a testimony  of  respect  for  the  late  comma- 
do  re  DecpJvr. 

It  is  intimated  to  tis  that  the  ©arise  ef  the  qj^rel 


S6 


NILES’  UEGISTER—APltlL  I,  1820— CHRONICLE. 


by  which  the  nation  lost  Decaxuk,  has  not  been 
correctly  stated— but  we  are  not  informed  as  to 
what  is  the  truth  of  the  matter. 

0:3“  rhe  National  Intelligencer  of  yesterday  in- 
forms ns,  that  the  correspondence  which  led  to 
the  late  unfortunate  duel,  is  expected  to  be  pub- 
lished on  Monday  next. 

Incendiaries.  Numerous  attempts  have  been 
made  to  fire  several  of  our  cities. 

Philadelphia.  On  Tuesday  morning* last,  the  con- 
victs confined  in  the  state  prison  at  Philadelphia, 

7nade  an  united  and  very  furious  attempt  to  escape. 

They  succeeded  in  making  their  way  into  the  yard, 
to  the  amount  of  about  450  in  all,  and  endeavored 
Id  force  the  gates.  It  was  nearly  three  hours  be- 
fore they  were  quelled,  during  which  they  did 
much  damage  and  injured  several  persons  by 

lllfowing  stones,  &c.  Finally,  they  were  reluctant-  . i r...  t v 

ly  fifed  upon,  one  oftl.em  killed  and  3 wounded  - I 
when,  seeing  escape  impossible,  from  the  military 
who  surrounded  the  prison,  they  gave  up  the  un- 
profitable contest,  and  retired  to  their  respective 
apartments,'  in  which  they  were  fully  secured. 

JVlilitia  of  the  United  States.~~T\\Q  president  yes- 
terday transmitted  to  congress,  the  annual  abstract 
of  the  returns  of  the  militia  of  the  United  States. 

I'he  aggregate  is  reported  a.t  882,191  From  Dela- 
ware, no  return  has  been  received  since  1810;  from 
I^laryland  and  South  Carolina,  none  since  1811; 

Mississippi,  none  since  1812!  From  Kentucky 
and  Tennessee,  the  returns  are  reported  to  be  im- 
perfect. 

The  steanl  boat  Swift,  riggedasa  brig,  is  to  de- 
part from  New  York,  for  Rio  Ide  Janeiro  on  the  5th 
April,  advertising  for  freight  and  passeng'ers. 

A steam  coacli  is  advertised  in  the  Dublin  papers 
to  ply  between  that  city  and  Belfast,  at  the  rate 
of  13  Irish  miles  per  liour,  (19^  English)— It  is 
propelled  by  a new  invented  steam  pressure,  said 
to  be  easily  steer 
without  difficulty 

conveyance  has  long  been  familiar  to  the  people 
of  the  United  States.  The  coach  at  Dublin  was  to 
start  on  the  1st  of  March 

A copy  ofa  French  translation  of  Brackenridge^s 
liisiory  of  oar  late  -war  -with  Great  Britain,  has  been 
received  in  this  city  by  a late  arrival  at  NeW-York. 

The  translation  is  by  Mr.  De  Balmes.  'I  he  under- 
taking to  publish  such  a work  ih  France  proves  of 
itself,  that  the  history  of . out  country,  and  its  on- 
ward march,  excite  ho  little  attention  there. 

The  same  vessel  brought  a copy  of  a letter  from 
the  distinguished  La  Fayette,  on  the  occasion  of  the 


, The  season  has  been  very  severe  to  the  eastward: 
At  Providence  R.  I.  about  the  12th  ult.  the  limh<* 
of  trees  were  constantly  fallingfrom  the  weight  of 
stiow  and  ice  upon  them.  The  orchards  are  said 
to  be  literally  destroyed — trees  of  a foot  thnmgh, 
were  broken  off  ten  feet  from  the  ground,  and  the 
strongest  trees  severely  injured,  I’he  editor  of 
tlie  paper  tliere,  says — “A  gentleman  of  our  ac- 
quaintance, last  Thursday,  broke  a slender  branch 
from  a tree  in  his  garden,  covered  with  an  icicle,  and 
in  that  state  found  it  weighed  19  ounces,  and  after- 
wards when  the  ice  had  melted,  it  was  found  t© 
weigh  less  than  a single  ounce.” 

^Missouri expedition.  The  troops  at  Council  Bluffs^ 
were  recovering  from  the  fatigue  of  erecting  bar" 
racks.  Several  had  died  of  the  dysentary. 

Abotitthe  1st  Jan.  the  Sioux  murdered  10  lodges, 

the 

massacre  took  place  south  of  the  Piatta  river. 

Public  lands.  A considerable  quantity  of  public 
lands,  as  made  known  by  the  usual  proclamatibrf 
of  the  president  of  the  United  States,  and  within  the 
district  of  Detroit,  will  be  offered  for  sale  at  De- 
triot,  on  the  first  JVlonday  of  July  next. 

Printing.-  An  Edinburg  paper  mentions  that 
an  improvement  has  been  made  in  printing,  by  ap- 
plying the  ink  to  the  type  by  means  of  composition 
rollers  in  place  of  balls,  and  that  a simple  and  inge- 
nious machine  for  supplying  the  rollers  with  ink 
had  been  invented  by  a pressman  in  Edinburg, 
which  had  been  found  so  efficient  and  useful  after 
repeated  trials,  that  the  master  printers  had  made 
a present  of  24  guineas  to  the  inventor.  [Mr.  Max- 
well the  editor  of  the  Pennsylvania  Gazette  at 
Lancaster,  invented  this  contrivance  12  years  ago 
in  this  city — and  it  is  now  in  use  in  Mr.  Manning’s 
printing  office,  in  Sixth  street.]  Aurora. 

,,  - . ,1  , -n  I Strange  AEF  AIR.  West  Chester,  Pa.  March  15. 

•edby  one  man,andto  r.se  the  l.iIls|Q„  Saturday  afternoou  last,  a deputy  constable, 
;y.  I he  idea  of  such  a means  ot  Eastiiantmel  township,  arrived  in  this  bo- 

rough,  with  the  corpse  of  a man,  which,  while  opi^ 
the  way  to  interment,  he  had  seized  for  debt,  and 
brought  to  jail.  The  sheriff  very  properly  refused 
to  receive  it>  The  constable  was  immediately  ar- 
rested and  bound  over  fol*  his  appearance  at  court 
for  the  act.  The  corpse  was  removed  and  decently 
interred. 

Our  feelings  would  lead  us  to  speak  in  terms  6* 
warmth  of  this  foul  transaction,  wliieh  would  have 
disgraced  the  darkest  age  of  heathen  barbarism; 
but  as  the  subject  will  undergo  a judicial  investigsu 


presentation  to  him,  by  the  French  autiior,  of  acopy  jtion,  we  suppress  them, 
of  his  work.  The  following  translation  of  thaf  let-  Boston,  March  20.  Captain  Hull,  senior  navaT 
ter,  we  know,  will  be  acceptable  to  our  readers; — officer  on  this  station,  having  received  the  melan- 
Copy  of  d letter  from  general  La  Fayette,  in  tmswer  | choly  information  of  the  loss  of  the  schr.  Quaker, 
to  one  from  M.  A.  de  Balmes,  presenting  him  a co/i^  [she  was  from  Boston,  bound  to  the  Chesapeake, 
raejeenridge^s  history  of  the  last  ['■Niih  cables  and  cordage  !br  the  Columbus  74.  Slfe 


of  Ids  translation  of  Braejeenridge 
iwar.  2 vols.  8vo.  with  a map. 

Paris,  Jan.  25,  1820. 

I have  received  the  excellent  translation  of  a 
work,  interesesting  to  me  from  so  many  considera- 
tions. Our  young  American  army,  and  the  invinci- 
ble n?vy  of  the  United  States,  have  given  great 
satisfaction  to  the  old  soldiers  of  independence. 
The  battle  which  closed  this  war,  that  of  New 
Orleans,  is  one  of  tlie  mo.st  curious  phenomena  of 
military  history,  and  one  of  the  best  arguments  in 
favor  of  the  employment  of  militia  to  resist  the  at- 
tacks of  regular  troops.  Accept  the  assurance,  &c. 

La  Fayette. 


was  struck  by  a squall  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  of 
March,  and  capsized,  when  every  s6ul  on  board 
perished,  except  the  mate  and  1 hand,]  by  which 
event  the  service  and  the  country  have  been  depriv- 
ed of  iieuts.  commandant  John  Pettigrew  and  Sa- 
muel B.  Macomber;  midshipman  Wm.  Boden,  and 
38  exccdlent  seamen,  requests  that  the  officers  on 
this  station  would  wear  crape  on  the  left  arm  for 
30  days,  as  a testimony  of  respect  for  their  brother 
officers,  who  have  unfortunately  perished,  and  re- 
gret for  those  brave  men  who  have  shared  the 
sarne  fate. 

Navy  yard,  Charlestown,  March  20, 1820. 
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From  Spain.  Gen.  Vives,  the  new  ministex*  from 
Spain  to  the  United  States,  with  ins  suit®,  has  ari’iv* 
ed  at  New  Yoi'k  in  tlxe  packet  ship  Jxunes  Monroe, 
from  Liverpool. 

The  bankrupt  law.  The  senate’.?  rejection  of 
the  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  system  of  bankrupt- 
cy, as  congress  is  specially  empowered  by  the  con- 
stitution to  do,  will  severely  oppress  that  numerous 
part  of  the  commiuhty  who  recently  have  been,  or 
XTow  are,  interested  in  trade  and  comip.erce.  We 
are  not  prepared  to  say  tliat  the  bill  lately  before 
the  senate  was  fitted  to  the  wants  of  the  case  - but 
certainly,  it  would  be  no  great  .stretch  of  human  in- 
genuity to  contrive  a system  whose  general  good 
might  vastly  overbalance  apprehended  evils — a 
system  which  should  measurably  protect  the  de- 
ceived creditor  as  well  as  the  honest  debtor,  and 
rid  us  at  once  of  our  abominable  .state  insolvent 
laws,  many  of  vrhich  should  be  entitled  /or  the 
encouragement  of  roguery:  and  which  also,  the  su- 
preme court  has  pronounced  unconstitutional. 

Jl7r.  Clay's  resolutions,  inserted  in  our  last,  page  95, 
relative  to  the  pov/er  to  dispose  of  the  territory  of 
the  United  States,  &c.  if  fully  acted  on  this  session, 
may  occupy  the  house  for  at  least  a rnontli,  in  the 
present  speaking-manner  of  the  times;  for  it  in- 
volves one  of  the  greatest  questions  that  can  be 
agitated,  the  treaty-making  power; — it  also  bears 
upon  the  provision  inserted  in  the  act  for  the 
admission  oX  Missouri,  as  to  the  i*estriction  of  slave- 
ry;— includes  the  policy  of  acquiring*  more  land,  not 
needful  to  the  security  of  that  which  we  possess; 
and  seems  intended  to  censure  the  conduct  of 
the  executive  in  the  Florida  treaty  On  one  or 
anothei’,  or  upon  all  ofthese  points,  it  must  be  sup- 
posed that  every  speaker  will  make  a speech,  if  so 
agreed  to  discuss  the  resolutions.  The  free  labor- 
ers of  the  country  are  suffering  beyond  any  thing 
apprehended  to  happen  in  the  United  States,  and 
the  time  of  the  national  legislature,  which  should 
fee  devoted  to  subjects  of  political  economy  to  re- 
lieve us,  is  g*iven  up  to  speculative  opinions  and 
ivearisome  discussions,  without  effect,  perhaps,  to 
change  the  opinion  of  one  reflecting’ man  in  the  re- 
public! 'I'here  is  one  comfort,  however,  in  t,he 
present  state  of  the  times — the  period  is  close  at 
hand  when  thousands,  in-opposition  to  the  system 
of  government  (if  system  It  may  be  called)  shall  re- 
fuse, as  a matter  ofpo/x^fca/ principle,  to  consume 
foreign- goods,  and  tens  of  thousands,  from  sheer 
poverty,  will  be  unable  to  purcliase  them,  and  our 
rulers  be  compelled,  ala  mode- tV Anglais,  to  bor- 
To\y  money  every  year  to  pay  \h.e  hiterest  on  the. 
national  debt,  &c.  or,  make  a total  change  in  their 
policy.  It  is  impossible  that  the  present  state  of 
things  can  last  much  longer.  The  revenue  has 
fallen  much  short  of  its  accu.stomed  amount,  and  it 
must  needs  continue  to  decline,  un'ess  assisted  bv 
foreign  events — in  the  mean  time  the  expenditures 
are  not  much  reduced-.  We  must  resort  to  intei*- 
nal  means  to  keep  the  wheels  of  government  a- 
going. 

The  late  duel.  We  have  had  serious  doubts  on  the 
propriety  of  • serti)!g  in  the  Reqisteb,  the  eorres- 
Vot.  XVBL 8. 


pondence  that  led  to  the  late  fatal  rencontre  be- 
tween commodores  Barron  and  Decatur, — but  con- 
sidei’ing  that  many  of  our  readers  will  be  curious  to 
see  it  and  wish  to  preserve  it,  we  have  yielded 
up  our  private  inclination,  and  giverx  the  whole 
correspondence  in  this  sheet.  It  was  perhaps,  also 
necessary  that  we  .should  do  this,  becau.se  in  our 
paper  of  the  25th  ult.  announcing  tlie  duel,  we  nds-. 
stated  the  facts,  by  giving  something  like  w public 
character  to  the  transaction,  which  is  now  shewu 
to  have  been  wholly  of  a priTufe  nature.  Still,  we 
should  not  have  given  thus  correspondence,  had  it 
not  been  that  oi  public  men. 

We  have  ofteni lines  occasion  to  make  a mental, 
enquiry,  ^'what  is  truth?'”  The  most  plausible  state- 
ments, apparently  reported  on  high  authoi  ity  and 
seemingly  believed  by  “evei'y  body,”  frequemly 
turn  out  to  be  the  “very  coinage”  of  a desire  to  tell 
something  new — or  of  wishes  to  appear  more  know- 
ing than  others.  We  disavow,  however,  in  the 
case  just  .stated,  the  influence  of  either  of  these,  as 
to  ourselves; — and  sincerely  regret  (as  we  ahvavs 
do  when  a thing  of  the  bind  happens),  that  the  Re- 
gister was  made  a vehicle  of  error, — especially  in 
an  editoi’ial  article;  in  all  which,  though  onv  opinions 
may  be  contested,  we  would  refrain  from  the  insi- 
nuation of  a fact  liable  to  be  disproved. 

The  length  of  this  correspondence,hascomplete- 
ly  deranged  oiir  plans  for  the  business  of  the  week. 
A SujumEMENT  shall  be  published  with  our  next 
number,  to  dispose  of  several  valuable  articles  in 
type. 

Private  claims.  A very  important  resolution  has 
been  submitted  to  the  house  of  representatives,  by 
Mr.  Fuller.  It  is  to  be  hoped,  that  some  plan  will 
be  devised  to  do  justice  to  the  nation  and  individu- 
als, in  regard  to  private  claims. 

A “CAUCUS.”  "We  copy  the  following  from  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer  SiS  belonging  to  the  political  his- 
tory of  the  times. — We  are  opposed  to  this  prac- 
tice: v/e  fear  that  that  which  is  now  hardly  tolerated 
may  grow  into  a sort  of  right,  as  binding  upon  the 
people  “in  all  cases  U'hatsoeVer.” 

“I'he  sub.scriber,  having  presided  at  the  caucus 
which  last  recommended  persons  as  candidates  for 
the  offices  of  president  and  vice  president  of  the 
United  States,  and  having  been  requested  by  a num- 
ber of  members  of  congress,  from  various  parts  of 
the  union,  to  notify  a time  and  place  for  the  mem- 
bers to  consult  on  the  propriety  of  making  at  this 
time  a nomination  for  those  offices:  In  conformity 
with  this  wish  expressed  to  him,  he  requests  the  at- 
tendance of  such  republican  and  other  m : ber  of 
congress  as  may  think  proper  to  attend,  on  Satur- 
day evening  next,  in  the  hall  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, at  half  past  7 o’clock  in  the  afternoon. 

S.  SMITH. 

April  ith,  1820.” 

A northwest  passage,  as  reported  to  be  discover- 
ed, on  the  authority  of  a letter  from  Mr.  M'Tarishy, 
of  Montreal,  is  said  by  himt®  be  an  idle  fabricatiua, 
— as  we  expected. 


n 


NiLES’  REGISTER—APRIL  8,  1820—DECATUR  AND  BARRON. 


Currencij. — Gov.  Wolcott,  has  written  a pamph- 
let, on  “the  present  state  of  currency,  commerce, 
ereclit,  and  national  industry,  in  reply  to  the  ad- 
dress of  the  1'ammany  society.”  It  is  distinguished 
fora  clear  and  sound  examination  of  the  causes 
which  have  produced  the  present  depression,  and 
which  are  treated  with  the  accuracy  and  precision 
of  an  experienced  hand.  Go\.  Wolcott,  in  pointing 
out  the  remedy,  says  “I  hope  it  will  not  be  deemed 
presumptuous  if  I say,  that  the  people  ought  to  ex- 
pect and  be  ready  to  support  a system  ot  internal 
revenue  never  to  be  hereafter  abandoned.”  He 
thinks,  tiiat  “excise  duties  on  articles  which  inter- 
fere with  domestic  industry,  on  the  luxuries  of  the 
rich,  and  the  vices  of  the  improvident,  are  the  most 
beneficial  sumptuary  faws  which  can  be  devised, 
and  nothing  would  be  so  advantageous  at  present 
as  to  charge  the  expenses  of  government  upon 
such  objects.”  JS'at.  Adv. 


Decatur  and  Barron, 

Oorresftondence  betxveen  ihelute  com.  Stephen  Decatur^ 
and  com.  James  Barron,  tvhich  led  to  the  unfortu- 
nate mreling’  of  the  22d  of  Jlfarch. 

The  frienvls  of  the  late  com.  Decatur  have  learn- 
ed, with  very  great  regret,  that  misconceptions  in- 
jurious to  iiim  prevail,  and  are  extending,  relative 
to  the  diifei’ence  between  him  and  com.  Barron.- — 
To  place  the  subject  in  its  true  light,  they  have 
thought  it  necessary  to  submit  to  the  public,  with- 
out comment,  the  whole  correspondence  which  pre- 
ceded the  meeting. 

No.  1. 

Hampton,  Va.Jhine  12f  1819. 
Sin — T have  been  informed,  in  Noidblk,  that  you 
have  said  that  you  could  insult  me  with  impunity, 
or  words  to  that  effect.  If  you  have  said  so,  you 
wiU,  no  doubt,  avow  it,  and  I shall  expect  to  hear 
from  you.  1 am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

J A \iES  BARRON, 

To  com.  Stephest  Decatuk,  Washmgttin. 

No.  2. 

Washington,\7 th  June,  1819. 
Sin — T have  received  ycur  communication  of  the 
13th  inst.  Before  you  could  have  been  entitled  to 
the  information  you  have  asked  of  me,  you  should 
have  given  up  the  name  of  your  informer.  That 
frankness  which  ought  to  characterise  our  pro- 
fession required  it.  I shall  not,  however,  refuse 
to  answer  you  on  that  account,  but  shall  be  as  can- 
did in  my  communication  to  you,  as  your  letter  or 
the  case  will  warrant. 

Whatever  I may  have  thou\rhi.  or  said,  hi  the  very 
frcf/uent  and  free  conversations  T have  had  respecting 
you  and  your  conduct,  T feel  a thorough  conviction 
that  T never  could  have  been  guilty  of  so  much 
egotism  as  to  say  that  “T  could  insult  you”  (or  any 
other  man)  '‘wi>h  impunity.” 

! am,  sir,  ' our  obedient  servant, 

S I'EPHEN  DECATt^R. 
To  com.  James  BAunox,  Hampton,  Virginia, 

*tVi*-h  respect  to  the  date  of  this  letter,  it  may 
be  proper  to  observe,  that,  although  it  is  I2f  h June, 
yet  thp  fiq'uve  2,  as  made,  might  well  be  mistaken 
for  a 3;  lienee,  in  com.  Decatur’s  letter  of  reply,  he 
considered  the  date  to  be  13th  June.  On  referring, 
however,  to  the  post  mark  on  the  back  of  the  letter, 
it  was  found  to  have  been  put  into  the  post  office 
on  the  12th;  hence,  in  com.  Decatur’s  letter  to 
com.  Barron,  of  the  31st  Oct.  1819,  it  is  recognized 
as  dated  on  the  12th. 


No.  3. 

Hampton,  Va.  June  25,  1819. 

Sin — Your  communication  of  the  17th  inst.  in 
answertoraine  of  the  13th,  I have  received. 

Tile  circumstances  that  urged  me  to  call  on  you 
for  the  information  requested  in  my  letter,  would, 

\ presume,  have  instigated  you,  or  any  other  person 
to  the  same  conduct  that  I pursued.  Several  g'en- 
tlemen  in  Norfofk,  not  your  enemies,  nor  actuated 
by  any  malicious  motive,  told  me  that  such  a report 
was  in  circulation,  but  could  not  now  be  traced  to 
its  origin.  I,  therefore,  concluded  to  appeal  to  you, 
supposing,  under  such  circumstances,  that  I could 
not  outrage  any  rule  of  decorum  or  candor.  This, 

I trust,  will  be  considered  as  a just  motive  for  the 
course  I have  pursued,  Ak>ur  declaration,  if  I un- 
derstand it  correctly,  relieves  my  mind  from  the 
apprehension  that  yon  had  so  degraded  my  charac- 
ter, as  I had  been  induced  to  allege. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BARRON. 

To  com.  Stepheji  Decatur, 

Washington. 

No.  4. 

Washington,  June  29,  1819. 

Sir— I have  received  your  communicalion  of  the 
25th,  in  answer  to  mine  of  the  17tli,  and  as  you 
have  expressed  yourself  doubtfully,  as  to  your  cor- 
rect understanding  of  my  letter  of  the  aforesaid 
date,  I have  now  to  state,  and  I request  you  to  un- 
derstand distinctly,  thatl  meant  no  ?«»rethan  to  dis- 
claim the  specific  and  parti cidar  expression  to  which 
your  enquiry  was  directed,  to  wit:  that  I had  said 
that  I could  insult  you  with  impunity.  As  to  the 
motives  of  the  “several  gentlemen  in  Norfolk,” 
your  informants,  or  the  rumor*  which  “cannot  be 
traced  to  their  origin,”  on  which  their  information 
was  founded,  or  who  they  are,  is  a matter  of  perfect 
indilference  to  me,  as  is  also  your  motives  in  making 
such  an  enquiry  upon  such  information. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

To  com.  James  RAnnoisr, 

Hampton,  Virginia. 

No.  5. 

Hampton,  October  23,  1819, 

Sir — I had  supposed  that  the  measure  of  ypuP 
ambition  was  nearly  completed,  and  that  your  good 
fortune  had  rendered  your  reputation  for  acts  of 
magnanimity  too  dear  to  be  risked  wantonly  on  oc- 
casions that  can  never  redound  to  the  honor  of  him 
that  would  be  great.  I had  also  concluded  that 
your  rancor  towards  me  was  fully  satisfied,  by  the 
cruel  and  unmerited  sentence  passed  upon  me  by 
the  court  of  which  y»u  was  a member;  and,  after 
an  exile  from  my  country,  family,  and  friends,  of 
nearly  seven  jmars,  I had  concluded  that  I should 
now  be  allowed,  at  least,  to  enjoy  that  solace,  with, 
this  societ^,  tliat  lacerated  feelings  like  mine  re- 
^quired,  and  that  you  would  have  suffered  me  to  re- 
maiji  in  quiet  possession  of  those  enjoyments;  but 
scarcely  had  I set  my  foot  on  ray  native  soil,  ere  I 
’earnt  that  the  same  malignant  spirit  which  had  be- 
fore influenced  you  to  endeavor  to  ruin  my  reputa- 
tion was  still  at  work,  and  that  you  were  ungene- 
rously traducing  my  Character  whenever  an  occa- 
sion occurred  whicli  suited  your  views,  and,  in  ma- 
ny instances,  not  much  to  your  credit  as  an  officer, 
througli  the  medium  of  our  juniors;  such  conduct 
cannot  fail  to  produce  an  injurious  effect  on  the  dis- 
cipline and  subordination  ofthenavy.  A report  of 
this  sort,  sir,  coming  from  the  respectable  and  credi- 
table sources  it  did,  could  not  fail  to  arrest  my  at- 
tention, and  to  excite  those  feelings  which  might 
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naturally  be  expected  to  arise  in  the  heart  of  every 
man  wlio  professes  to  entertain  principles  of  honor, 
and  intends  to  act  in  conformity  with  them.  With 
such  feelings  I addressed  a letter  to  you  under  date 
of  the  13th  June  last,  which  produced  a correspon- 
dence between,  us,  which  I have  since  been  inform- 
ed you  have  endeavored  to  use  to  my  farther  injury, 
by  sending-  it  to  Norfolk  by  a respectable  officer  of 
the  navy,  to  be  shewn  to  some  of  my  particular 
friends,  with  a view  of  alienating  from  me  their  at- 
tachment. 1 am  also  informed  that  you  have  taunt- 
ingi}"  and  boastingly  observed  that  you  would  cheer- 
fully meet  me  in  the  held,  and  hoped  I would  yet 
act  like  a man,  or  that  you  had  used  words  to  that  ef- 
fect: such  conduct,  sir,  on  the  part  of  any  one, 
but  especially  one  occupying  the  influential  station 
under  the  government  which  you  hold,  towards  an 
individual,  situated  as  I am,  and  oppressed  as  I have 
been,  and  that  chiefly  by  your  means,  is  unbecom- 
ing you  as  an  officer  and  a gentleman;  and  shews  a 
want  of  magnanimity  which,  hostile  as  I have  found 
you  to  betow^ards  me,  1 had  hoped  for  your  own  re- 
putation you  possessed.  It  calls  loudly  for  redress 
at  t our  hands:  I consider  you  as  having  given  the 
invitation,  which  I accept,  and  will  prepare  to  meet 
you  at  such  time  and  place  as  our  respective  friends, 
hereafter  to  be  named,  shall  designate.  I also,  under 
all  the  circumstances  of  the  case,  consider  myself  en- 
titled to  the  choice  of  weapons,  place,  and  distance 
— but,  should  a diffierence  of  opinion  be  entertain- 
ed by  our  friends.  I flatter  myself,  from  your  known 
personal  courage,  that  you  would  disdain  any  un- 
fair advantage,  wdiicli  your  superiority  in  the  use  of 
the  pistol,  and  the  natural  defect  in  my  vision,  in- 
creased by  age,  would  give  you.  I will  thank  you 
hot  to  put  your  name  on  the  cover  of  your  answer, 
as,  I presume,  you  can  have  no  disposition  to  give 
unnecessary  pain  to  the  females  of  my  family. 

I am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  B AKRON. 
Commodore  StIephex  Decattju, 

Washington. 

No.  6. 

Washington,  31s#  Oct.  1819. 

Stu:  Your  letter  of  the  23d  inst.  has  been  duly 
received.  Prior  to  giving  it  that  reply  which  I in- 
tend, its  contents  sugge.stthe  necessity  of  referring 
to  our  June  correspondence!, 

On  the  I2th  June  last,  you  addressed  to  me  a 
note,  enquiring  whether  I had  said  that  could 
insult  you  with  impunity.”  ©n  the  17th  of  June,  I 
wu’ote  to  you,  in  reply,  as  follows:  «WhateverI  ma}- 
have  thought  or  said  in  the  very  frequent  and  free  con- 
versations I had  respecting  you  and  your  coiiduct,  1 
feel  a thorough  conviction  that  I never  could  have 
been  guilty  of  so  much  egotism,  as  to  say  that  I 
could  insult  yon,orany  other  man,  with  impunity.” 

On  the  25th  of  June,  you  again  wrote  to  me,  and 
stated,  that  the  report  on  which  you  had  grounded 
yonr  query  of  the  12th  of  June  “could  not  now  be 
traced  to  its  origin,”  and  your  letter  is  concluded 
in  the  following  words;  “your  declaration, ifl  under- 
stand it  correctly,  relieves  my  mind  from  the  ap- 
prehension that  you  had  so  degraded  my  character^ 
as  I had  been  induced  to  allege.”  Immediately 
©n  receiving  your  letter  of  the  25th  June,  I wrote 
to  you,  29th  June,  as  follows:  “As  you  have  expres- 
sed yourself  doubtfully  as  to  your  correct  under- 
standing-of  my  letter  of  the  17th  June,  I have  now 
to  state,  I request  you  to  understand,  distinctly, 
that  I meant  n»  7no?-e  than  to  disclaim  the  specific 
and  particular  expression,  to  which  your  enquiry 
was  directed,  to  wit:  “that  I had  said  I could  in- 
anlt  you  with  impunity.”  Here  raded  our  June 


correspondence,  and,  with  it,  all  kind  of  communi- 
cation, till  the' date  of  your  letter  of  the  23d  inst. 
whicli  I shall  now  proceed  to  notice. 

Nearly  four  months  having  elapsed  since  the  date 
of  our  last  correspondence,  your  letter  was  unex- 
pected to  me,  particularly  as  the  terms  used  by  you, 
ini  he  conclusion  of  your  letter  to  me  of'  25th  June, 
and  your  silence  since  receiving  my  letter  of  29tli 
June,  indicated,  as  1 thought,  Satisfaction  on  your 
part.  But  it  seems  that  you  consider  yourself 
aggrieved  by  my  sending  cur  June  correspondence, 
to  Norfolk.  I did  not  send  the  June  correspondence 
to  Norfolk  umii  three  moadis  had  expired  after 
your  last  communication,  and  not  then,  until  1 had 
been  informed,  by  a captain  of  the  naVy,  that  a fe- 
male of  your  acquaintance  had  stated,  that  such  a 
correspondence  had  taken  place.*  If  that  corres- 
pondence has,  in  any  degree,  “alienated  your 
friends  from  you,”  such  eflect  is  to  be  attributed 
to  the  correspondence  itself.  I thoug’ht  the  papers 
wmuld  speak  for  themselves,  and  sent  them  with- 
out written  comment. 

With  respect  to  the  court  martial  upon  you  for 
the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake,  to  whicli  you  have 
been  pleased  to  refer,  I shall  not  treat  the  officers, 
who  composed  that  court,  with  so  much  disrepect, 
as  to  attempt  a vindication  of  their  proceedings. 
The  chief  magistrate  of  our  country  approved  tb.em* 
the  nation  appr->ved  tJiem;  and  the  sentence  lias 
been  carried  into  effect.  But,  sir,  there  is  a part 
of  my  conduct,  on  that  occasion,  which  it  does  not 
appear  irrelevant  to  revive  in  your  recollection. 
It  is  this;  i was  present  at  the  court  of  enquiry  upon 
yoiu.  and  heard  the  evidence  then  adduced  ffii-  and 
ag-ainstyou;  thence;  1 drew  an  opinion  altogether 
unfavorable  to  you:  and  when  I was  called  upon, 
by  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  to  act  as  a member  of 
tlie  court  martial  ordered  for  your  trial,  I begged 
to  be  excused  the  duty,  on  the  ground  of  my  hav- 
lug  formed  such  an  opinion,  the  honorable  se- 
cretary was  pleased  to  insist  on  my  serving:  still 
anxious  to  be  relievedfrom  this  service,  T did,  prior 
to  taking  my  seat  as  a member  of  the  court,  com- 
municate to  your  able  advocate,  general  Taylor, 
the  opinion  I had  formed,  and  my  Correspondence 
with  the  navy  department  upon  the  subject,  in  or- 
der to  afford  you  an  opportunity  should  you  deem 
it  expedient,  to  protest  against  my  being-  a member, 
on  the  ground  of  my  not  only  having  formed,  but 
expressed  an  opinion  unfavorable  to  you.  You  did 
not  protest  against  my  being  a member.  Duty 
constrained  me,  however  unpleasant  it  was,  to  take 
my  seat  as  a member;  I did  so,  and  discharged  the 
duty  imposed  on  me.  Yoti,  [ find,  are  incapable  of 
estimating  the  motives  which  guided  my  conduct 
in  this  transaction. 

For  m}’’  conduct,  as  a member  of  that  court  mar- 
tial, 1 do  not  consider  myself  as,  in  any  way, accoun- 
table to  But,  sir,  you  have  thought  fit  to  de- 

duce, from  your  impressions  of  nly  conduct  as  a 
member  of  that  court  martial,  inferences  of  person- 
al hostility  towards  you.  influenced  by  feelings 
thence  arising,  you  commenced  tlie  June  corres- 
pondence, a Correspondence  Which  I had  hoped 
would  liave  tetmin-ated  our  communicatjons. 

Between  you  and  myself,  there  never  has  been 
a personal  diflerence:  but  I haN  e entertained,  and 
do  so  still  entertain  the  opinion,  that  yotir  conduct, 
as  an  officer,  since  the  affair  of  the  Chesapeake,  has 
been  such  as  ought  to  forever  bar  your  re-admis- 
sion into  the  service. 


*See  the  extrac>t  from  capt.  Carter’s  letter  post 
[page  101.3 
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Ill  my  letter  to  you,  of  ITth  June,  although  I dis- 
avowed ihe  pariicnlar  eJi'p ressioiis  io  which  you  in- 
vited my  attention,  candor  required  that  1 should 
apprise  you  of  my  not  having  been  silent  respecting 
you.  1 informed  ton  that  I had  had  ver-y frequent 
and  free  ccmve)  sutions  respeeting  you  and  your  con- 
duct: and  the  words  were  underscored,  that  they 
might  not  fail  to  attract  your  particular  attention. 
Had  you  have  asked  what  tnose  frequent  and  free 
conversations  were,  I should,  with  tlie  same  frank- 
ness, have  told  you;  but,  instead  of  making  a de- 
mand of  tills  kind,  3 our  reply  to  my  letter  of  17th 
June,  “that  my  declaration,  if  correctly  under- 
stood by  you,  relieved  your  mind,^’  8cc.  That  you 
migld  correctly  understand  v/hat  I did  mean,  I ad- 
dre.ssed  you,  as  before  observed,  on  the  29th  June, 
and  endeavored,  bjr  nnderscoring  certain  precise 
terms,  to  convey  to  you  my  precise  meaning.  To 
this  hist  letter  I never  received  a replv. 

Umler  these  circumstances,  I have  judged  it  ex 
pedient,-  at  this  time,to  state  as  distinctly  as  may  be 
in  my  power,  tiie  facts  upon  which  I ground  the  un- 
favorable opinion  which  I entertain,  and  have  ex- 
pressed of  your  conduct  as  an  officer,  since  the 
court  martial  upon  you — while  I disclaim  ail  per 
sonal  enmity  towards  you. 

Some  time  after  you  had  been’  suspended  from 
the  service,  for  your  conduct  in  the  affair  of  the 
Chesapeake,  you  proceeded,  in  a merchant  brigi 
from  Norfolk  to  Fernambuco,  and  by  a communi- 
cation from  the  late  capt.  Lewds,  whose  honor  and 
veracity  were  never  yet  questioned,  it  appears — 
that  you  stated  to  'fr.  Lyon,  the  British  consid  at 
Fernambuco,  with  whom  you  lived,  “that  if  the 
Chesapeake  had  been  prepared  for  action,  you 
would  not  have  resisted  the  attack  of  the  Leopard; 
assigning  as  a reason,  that  you  knew,  [as  did  also 
our  government]  there  were  deserters  on  board 
your  ship;  that  the  president  of  the  United  States 
knew  there  were  deserters  on  board,  and  of  the  in- 
tention of  the  British  to  take  them;  and  that  the 
president  caused  you  to  go  out  in  a defenceless 
state,  for  the  express  purpose  of  having  your  ship 
attacked  and  disgraced,  and  thus  attain  his  favorite 
object  of  involving  the  li.  States  in  a war  with 
Creat  Britain.”  For  confirmation  of  this  informa- 
tion, capt. Lewis  refers  to  Mr.  Thomas  Goodwin,  of 
Bahini(>re,the  brother  ofcajjt.  Ridgely,  of  the  navy, 
who  received  it  from  Mr.  Lyon  himself.  Reference 
WAS  made  to  Mr.  Goodwin,  who,  in  an  official  com- 
nu.nication,  confirmed  all  that  capt.  Lewis  had 
said.  The  veracity  and  respectability  of  Mr.  Good- 
win are  also  bevond  question.  You  will  be  ena- 
bled to  judge  of  the  impress’on  made  upon  capt. 
Lewis’s  mind,  by  the  following  strong  remarks  he 
made  on  the  subject. 

“I  am  now  convinced  that  Bai’ron  is  a traitor,  for 
I cai  call  by  no  other  name  a man  who  would  talk 
in  Uvs  way  to  an  Engli.shman,  and  an  Englishman 
ill  office.” 

'fiKse  commmucations  are  now  in  the  archives  of 
tlie  navy  department. 

If,  sir,  the  affair  ot  the  Chesapeake  excited  the 
indignant  feelings  of  the  nation  towards  Great  Bri- 
tain; and  was,  as  every  one  admits,  one  of  the  prin- 
ci])al  causes  which  yu  odneed  the  late  war,  did  it 
no'  beliove  you  t<)take  an  active  part  in  the  war, 
for  your  own  sake? — Fatriodsm  out  of  the  ques- 
tion! 

But,  sir,  instead  of  finding  you  in  the  foremo  ,t 
rank.s,  on  an  occasion  which  so  empliatically  de- 
manded yuui  best  exertions,  it  is  said,  and  is  cre- 
dited, tliat  you  were,  after  the  commencement  of 
Uit  war,  iQ  be  found  in  Uic  comatand  of  a vessel 


sailing  under  British  license'  Though  urged,  by 
your  friends^  to  avail  yourself  of  some  one  of  the  op- 
portunities which  were  every  day  occurring,  in 
privateer-s,  or  other  fast  sailing  merchant  vessels, 
sailing  from  France,  and  other  places,  to  return  to 
your  country  during  the  war,  it  is  not  known  that 
you  manifested  a dispo.sition  to  do  so,  excepting  in 
tlie  single  instance,  by  t!ie  cartel  John  Adams,  in 
which  vessel,  > ou  must  have  known,  you  could  not 
be  permitted  to  return,  without  -violating  her  cha- 
racter as  a cartel. 

You  say  you  have  been  oppressed.  You  know, 
sir,  that,  by  absenting  _y  ourself,  as  you  did  for  years, 
from  the  country,  without  leave  from  the  govera- 
m nt,  you  subjected  yourself  to  be  stricken  from 
the  roils.  You  know,  also,  that  by  the  10th  article 
of  the  act  for  the  better  government  of  the  navy, 
all personsiii  the  navy  holding  intercour.se  with  an 
enemy,  become  subject  to  the  severest  punishment 
known  to  our  laws.  You  have  not,  for  the  offences 
before  stated,  to  my  knowledge,  received  even  a 
reprimand;  and  I do  know,  that  your  pay,  even  dur- 
ing your  absence,  has  been  continued  to  you. 

As  to  my  having  spoken  of  you  injuriously  to 
“junior  officers,”  1 have  to  remark,  that  such  is  the 
state  of  our  service  that  we  have  but  few  seniors.  If 
I speak  with  officers  at  all,  the  probability  is,  it  will 
be  with  a junior. 

On  your  return  to  this  country,  your  efforts  to  re- 
establish \murself  in  the  service  were  known,  and 
became  a subject  of  conversation  with  officers  as 
well  as  others.  In  the  many  and /ree  conversations 
1 have  had  respecting  you  and  your  conduct,  1 have 
said,  for  the  causes  above  enumerated,  that,  in  my 
opinion,  you  ought  not  to  be  received  again  into 
the  naval  service;  that  there  was  not  employment 
for  all  the  officers  who  had  faithfully  dischai’ged 
their  dut  to  their  country  in  the  hour  of  trial,  and 
that  it  would  be  doing  an  act  of  inju.stice  to  employ 
you  to  the  exclusion  nf  any  one  of  them.  In  speak- 
ing thus,  and  endeavoring  to  prevent  your  re-ad- 
mission, I conceive  I was  performing  a duty  I owe 
to  ibe  service;  that  I was  contributing  to  the  pre- 
servation of  its  respectability.  Had  you  have  made 
no  effort  to  be  re -emplo}’ed,  after  the  war,  it  is  more 
tlian  probable  I might  not  have  spoken  of  you.  . If 
you  continue  your  efforts,  I shall  certainly,  from  the 
same  feelings  of  public  duty  by  which  I have  hither- 
to been  actuated,  be  constrained  to  continue  the. ex- 
pression of  my  opiiiiens;  and  I can  assure  you,  that, 
in  tlie  interchange  of  opinions  with  other  officers 
respecting  you,  I have  never  met  with  more  than 
one  who  did  not  entirely  concur  with  me. 

The  objects  of  your  communication  of  the  2od, 
as  expressed  by  you,  now  claim  my  notice.  You 
profess  to  consider  me  as  having  given  you  “an  in- 
vitation.” You  say  that  you  have  been  told,  that  I 
have  “tauntingly  and  boastingly  observed,  that  f 
would  cheei'fully  meet  you  in  the  field,  and  hoped 
you  would  yet  act  like  a man.” 

One  would  naturally  have  supposed,  that,  after 
having  been  so  recently  led  into  error  by  “rumors” 
which  could  not  be  traced,  you  would  have  receiv- 
ed, with  some  caution,  subsequent  rumors — at  all 
events,  that  you  would  have  endeavored  to  have 
traced  them,  before  again  venturing  to  act  upon 
them  as  if  they  were  true.  Had  you  have  pursued 
tliis  course,  you  would  have  discovered,  that  the 
latter  rumors  were  equally  unfounded  as  the  for- 
mer. 

I never  invited  you  to  the  field;  nor  have  f ex- 
pressed a liope  that  you  would  call  me  out  I was  in- 
formed, !)y  a .gentleman  witl.  wliom  you  had  confer- 
red upon  the  subject,  that  you  left  Norfolk  for  this 
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place,  some  time, before  our  June  correspondence, 
with  tiic  intention  of  calling  me  out.  I then  stated 
to  that  geiitlennui,  as  1 have  to  all  others  witli  whom 
1 have  conversed  upon  the  subject,  that,  if  you 
made  the  call,  I would  meet  you — but  that,  on  all 
scores,  I should  be  much  better  pleased,  to  have  no- 
tiiing  to  do  with  you.  1 do  not  think  that  fighting 
duels,  under  any  circumstances,  can  raise  the  repu- 
tation of  any  man,  and  have  long' since  dicovered, 
that  it  is  not  even  an  unerring  criterion  of  personal 
courage.  I should  regret  the  necessity  of  fighting 
with  any  man-  but,  in  my  opinion,  the  man  who 
makes  arms  his  pro  fession,  is  not  at  liberty  to  decline 
an  invitation  from  any  person,  who  is  not  so  far  de- 
graded, as  to  be  beneath  his  notice  Having  incauti- 
ously said  I would  meet  you,  I will  not  considerthis 
to  be  your  case,  although  many  think  so — and  if  I 
had  not  pledged  myself,  I might  reconsider  the  case. 

As  to  “weapons,  place,  and  distance,”  if  we  are 
4o  .meet,  those  points  will,  as  is  usual,  be  commit- 
ted to  the  friend  I may  select  on  the  occasion.  As 
far,  however,  as  it  may  be  left  to  me,  not  having 
an)^  particular  prejudice  in  favor  of  any  praticular 
arm,  distance,  or  mode,  ^^^but,  op  the  contrary,  dislik- 
ing them  all,)  I should  not  be  found  fastidious  on 
those  points,  but  should  be  rather  disposed  to  yield 
^ou  any  little  advantage  of  tiiis  kind.  As  to  my 
skill  in  the  use  of  the  pistol  it  exists  more  in  your 
imagination  than  in  reality — for  the  last  twenty 
years  1 have  had  but  littje  practice — and  tiie  dis- 
parity in  our  ages,  to  which  you  have  been  pleased 
to  refer,  is  I believe,  not  more  than  five  or  six  years. 
It  would  have  been  out  of  the  common  course  of 
nature,  if  the  vision  of  either  ,of  us  had  been  im- 
proved by  years. 

From  your  manner  of  proceeding,  it  appears  to 
me,  that  you  have  come  to  the  determination  to  fight 
some  one,  and  that  you  have  selected  me  for  that 
purpose;  and  I must  take  leave  to  observe,  that  your 
object  Would  have  been  better  attained,  had  you 
have  made  this  decision  durii-.g  our  late  war,  when 
your  fighting  might  have  benefitted  your  country 
as  well  as  yourself.  'I'he  style  of  your  communica- 
tion, and  the  matter,  did  not  deserve  so  dispassionate 
and  historical  a notice  as  I have  given  it.  and  had.  I 
, believed  it  would  receive  no  other  inspection  than 
yours,  1 should  have  spared  myself  the  trouble. 
The  course  I adopted  with  our  former  correspon- 
dence, I shall  pursue  with  this,  if  I shall  deem  it 
expedient. 

1 am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  DECATUH. 
To  Commodore  James  Bauiion, 

Hampton,  Virginia. 

[EXTRACT.] 

jYorfofk,  24th  August,  1819. 

My  bear  coMMonoRE —Nothing  had  transpired 
here  previous  to  my  arrival  on  the  subject  of  the 
correspondence;  but  a lady,  a Miss  ***if^*»,  I think 
her  n.ime  is,  from  Hampton,  lias  stated,  that  a 
correspondence  bad  taken  place  between  you 
and  B.  which  slie  feared  would  end  in  a meeting. 
The  fears  of  this  lad}  are  at  direct  variance  with 
the  opinion  of  your  friends  here,  who  think  that 
he  does  not  purpose  saying  more  on  the  subject. 

As  it  seems  that  it  was  known  at  Hampton,  and 
even  liere,  that  letters  had  passed  betwe  en  you  and 
B.  may  I venture  to  ask  you  to  send  a copy  of  them 
to  Mr.  Tazewell,  who  I have  just  left.  He  will, 
with  great  pleasure,  he  says,  attciul  to  your  wishes. 

Receive  the  best  wishes  of  your  friend, 

W.  CARTER. 

Commodore  Decatur, 


No.  7. 

Washington,  JVovemher,  1819. 

Sir-  Since  my  communication  to  >ou  of  the  3lsi. 
ult.  I h"  . '-'  en  informed  by  a gem'ieman  entiUed 

to  the  fullest  credit,  that  you  were  not  afloat  till 
after  the  peace;  consequently,  the  report  wiiicii  f 
noticed  of  your  having  sailed  under  British  license 
must  be  unfounded. 

1 am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  DECA ; UR. 

Com.  Jas,  Barron. 

No.  8. 

Hampton,  J\'ov.  20,  1819. 

Sir — Unavoidable  interrujjtion  has  pievencecT 
my  answering  your  two  last  communications  as  ear 
ly  as  it  was  my  wish  to  have  done,  but  in  a few  clays 
you  shall  have  rny  reply. 

1 am,  Sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAS.  BARRON. 

Com.  Stephen  Decatur. 

No.  9. 

Hampton,  30th  Nov.  1819. 

Sir— I did  not  receive,  until  Tuesday,  9th  inst. 
your  very  lengiiiy,  elaborate,  and  historical  reply, 
without  date,  to  my  letter  to  you  of  the  23d  ultimo; 
which,  from  its  nature  and  object,  did  not,  I conseive 
require  tiiatyou  should  have  entered  so  much  into 
detail  in  defence  of  the  hostile  and  unmanly  course 
you  have  pursued  towards  me,  since  the  “affair  of 
the  Chesapeake,”  as  you  term  it.  A much  moPe 
laconic  answer  would  have  served  my  purpose, 
which,  for  the  present,  is  noihing  more  than  to  ob! 
tain  at  your  lianas  honorable  redress  for  the  accu- 
mulated insults  whicii  you,  sir,  in  particular,  above 
all  my  enemies  have  attempted  to  heap  upon  me,  in 
every  shape  in  which  they  could  be  offered.  Your 
last  voluminous  letter  is  alone  sufficient  proof,  if 
none  other  existed,  of  the  rancorous  disposition 
you  entertain  towards  me,  and  the  extent  to  which 
you  iiave  carried  it.  '1  hat  letter  I should  no  other- 
wise notice,  than  merely  to  inform  you  it  had  reach- 
ed me,  and  that  1 am  prepared  to  meet  you  in  the 
field  upon  any  thing  \i\m  fair  and  equal  grounds;  but, 
inasmuch  as  you  have  intimated  that  our  corres- 
pondence is  to  go  before  the  public,  I feel  it  a 
duty  1 owe  to  myself,  and  to  the  world,  to  re- 
ply particularly  to  the  many  caiuminous  charges 
and  aspersions  with  which  your  dispassionate  and 
historical  notice”  of  tny  communication  so  abun- 
dantly teems;  wishing  you,  sir,  a.  the  same  time, 
“distinctly  to  understand”  that  it  is  not  for  you 
alone,  or  to  justify  myself  in  your  estimation,  that 
1 take  this  course.  You  have  dwelt  much  upon  >'ur 
“June  correspondence,”  as  you  style  it,  and  have 
made  many  quotations  from  it,  I deem  it  unneces- 
sary, however,  to  advert  to  it,  further  than  to  re- 
mark that,  although  “nearly  four  months”  did  inter- 
vene  between  that  correspondence  and  my  letter  of 
23d  ultimo,  rny  silence  arose  not  from  an}’  misappre- 
hension of  the  purport  ot  your  contumacious  ‘ viR- 
derscored’*  remarks,  nor  from  the  malicious  designs 
they  indicated,  nor  from  a tame  disposition  to  y i -Id 
quietly  to  the  operation  which  either  might  have 
agi^mst  me;,  but  from  a tedious  and  painful  indispo- 
sition, which  confined  mie  to  my  bed  the  chief  part 
ol  that  period,  as  is  well  known  to  almost  everv 
person  liere.  I anticipated,  however,  from  what  1 
had  found  you  capable  of  doing  to  my  injury,  the 
use  to  which  you  wunild  endeavov  fo  pervert  that. 
coiTespondence;  and  have  not  at  all  been  disgii 
jiointed.  So  soon  as  I was  well  enough,  and  heard 
of  your  machiiialioMS  against  me,  I lost  no  time  in 
addressing  to  you  rny  letter  of  the  23d  uliisno;  }our 
reply  to  wliich  I kave  now  more  particuhiriy  to  no- 
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lice.  1 have  not  said,  nor  did  I mean  to  convey! 
such  an  idea,  nor  Will  rny  letter  bear  the  interpreta- 1 
tion,  thai  your  forwarding-  to  Norfolk  our  “June  [ 
correspondence”  hud,  “in  any  degr>..e,  alienated  my  ' 
friends  from  me;”  but,  that  it  was  sent  down  there 
■V  ith  lJuU  lieiv.  It  is  a source  of  great  consolation 
to  me,  SU-,  to  know,  that  I have  more  friends,  both 
in  and  out  of  the  nav}',  than  you  are  aware  of;  and 
that  It  is  not  in  your  power,  great  as  you  may  ima- 
gine your  ofhciai  influence  to  be,  to  deprive  me  of 
their  good  opinion  and  affection.  As  to  the  reason 
which  seems  to  have  prompted  you  to  send  that 
correspondence  to  Norfolk,  “that  a female  of  my  ac- 
qiuintc.rice  had  stated  that  such  an  one  had  taken 
place,”  I will  only  remark,  that  she  did  not  derive 
her  information  from  me;  thatithas  always  been,  and 
ever  will  be,  with  me  a principle,  to  touch  as  de- 
licately as  possible,  upon  reports  said  to  come  from 
females,  iniendtd  to  affect  injuriously  the  charadter 
of  any  one;  and  that,  in  a correspondence  like  the 
present,  highly  as  I estimate  the  sex,  I should  never 
think  of  introducing  them  as  authority  Females, 
sir,  have  nothing,  or  ought  to  have  nothing,  to  do  in 
controversies  of  this  kind-  In  speaking  of  the  court 
martial  which  sat  upon  my  trial,  I liave  cast  no  im- 
putation or  reflection  upon  the  members  individual- 
ly wliQ  composed  it  [saving  youi*self]  which  re- 
quired that  you  should  gLttempt  a vindication  of 
their  proceedings— champion  as  you  are,  and  hos- 
tile as  some  of  them  may  have  been  to  me;  nor 
•does  the  language  of  my  letter  v/arrant  any  such 
inference.  1 merely  meant  to  point  out  to  you,  sir, 
what  you  appear  to  have  been  incapableof  perceiv- 
ing, tfie  indelicay  of  your  conduct,  [to  say  the  least 
of  it]  in  hunting  me  out  as  an  object  for  malignant 
persecution,  after  having  acted  as  one  of  my  judges,, 
and  giving  your  voice  in  favor  of  a sentence  against 
me,  which  I cannot  avoiding  repeating,  was  “cruel 
and  viR  merited.”  It  is  the  privilege,  sir,  of  a ma.n 
deeply  injured  as  I have  been  by  that  decision,  and 
conscious  of  his  not  deserving  it,  as  I feel  myself,  to 
remonstrate  against  it:  and  1 have  taken  the  liberty 
to  exercise  that  privilege. 

You  say  that  ^‘the  proceedings  of  the  court  have 
been  approved  by  the  chief  magistrate  of  our  coun- 
try, ihat  the  nation  approved  of  them,  and  that  the 
sentence  has  been  carried  into  effect.”  It  is  true 
the  president  of  the  United  States  did  approve  of 
that  sentence,  and  that  it  was  carried  into  effect — 
full  and  complete  elfect,  which  T should  have  sup- 
posed ought  to  have  glutted  the  envious  and  venge- 
ful disposition  of  your  heart;  but  1 deny  that  the  na- 
tion has  approved  of  that  sentence,  and  as  an  ap- 
peal appears  likely  to  be  made  to  them,  I am  willing 
to  submit  the  question.  The  part  you  took  on  that 
occasion,  it  was  totally  unnecessary,  I assure  you,  “to 
revive  in  my  recollection:”  it  is  indelibly  imprint- 
ed on  my  mind,  and  can  never,  while  I have  life,  be 
erased.  You  acknowledge  you  were  present  at  the 
court  of  enquiry  in  my  case,  “heard  the  evidence  for 
and  against  me,  and  had,  therefore,  formed  and  ex- 
pressed an  opinion  unfavorable  to  me,”  and  yet, 
your  conscience  was  made  of  such  pliable  materials, 
that,  because  the  then  “honorable  secretary  of  the 
navy  was  pleased  to  insist  on  your  serving  as  a mem- 
ber of  the-  court  martial,  and  because  I did  not  pro- 
test against  it,”  you  conceive  tiiat constrained 
you,  however  iiiqileasant,  to  take  your  seat  as  a 
member,”  although  you  were  to  act  under  the  so- 
lemn sanction  of  an  oath,  to  render  me  impartial 
justice  upon  the  very  testimony  which  had  been 
delivered  in  your  be-aring  before  the  court  of  en- 
quiry, and  from  wliich  you  “drew  an  opinion,  alto- 
gether unfavorable  to  me”  How  such  conduct  can  be  ; 


! reconciled  with  Lue  principles  ot  co;;:  uo-  >.  ~;ior  aiul 
I justice,  is  to  me  inexplicaDle.  Under  sie.  J circum- 
' stances,  no  consideration,  no  power  or  autuoi  iiy  on 
I earth  could,  or  ought  to,  have  forced  any  liberal 
high  minded  man  to  sit  in  a case  whlcii  he  hud  pre- 
judged; and,  to  retort  upon  you  your  own  expres- 
sions, you  must  have  been  “incapable  ot  seeing  tne 
glaring  impropriety  of  your  conduct,  for  which,  al- 
tiioug'ii  you  do  not  conceive  yourself  in  any  v/ay 
accountable  1ome,”1  hope  you  will  be  able  to  ac- 
count for  it  with  your  God,  and  your  conscience. 

You  say,  between  you  and  myself,  there  never 
has  been  a personal  difference,  “and  you  disclaim 
all  personal  enmity  towards  me.”  If  every  step 
you  have  taken — every  word  you  have  uttered, 
and  every  line  you  have  wri  ten  in  relation  to 
me;  if  your  own  admission  of  the  very  frequent 
and  free  conversations  you  have  had  respectingme 
and  ray  conduct,  “since  the  affair  of  the  Chesa- 
peake,” bear  not  the  plainest  stamp  personal  hos^ 
tilitij,  1 know  not  the  meaning  of  such  terms:  were 
you  not  under  the  influence  of  feeling-s  of  this  sui  t, 
why  not,  in  your  official  capacity,  call  me,  or  have 
me  brought  before  a propertribunal,  to  answer  the 
charges  you  have  preferred  against  me,  and  thereby 
giving  me  a chance  of  defending  myself?  Why 
speak  injuriously  of  me  to  junior  officers,  “which 
you  do  not  deny?”  Why  the  “many  frequent  and 
free  couversations  respecting  me  ami  my  conduct,” 
which  you  have  taken  so  much  pains  to  underscoi*e.? 
Why  use  the  insulting  expression,  that  you  “enter- 
tained and  still  do  entertain,  the  opinion  that  my 
conduct,  as  an  officer,  since  that  affair,  has  been 
such  as  ought  forever  to  bar  my  readraission  into 
the  service,”  and  that,  in  endeavoring  to  prevent  it 
“you  conceive  you  were  performing  a duty  you  owe 
to  the  service,  and  were  contributing  to  its  respecta- 
bility?” Why  the  threat,  that  if  I continued  the 
efforts  you  say  I have  been  making,  to  be  “re -em- 
ployed,” you  “certainly  should  be  constrained  to 
continue  the  expressions  of  those  opinions?” 

Does  not  all  this,  together  with  the  whole  tenor 
and  tendency  of  your  letter,  manifest  the  most 
marked  personal  animosity  against  me,  which  an 
honorable  man,  acting  under  a sense  of  public  duty, 
by  wliich  you  profess  to  “have  been  hitherto  ac- 
tuated,” would  disdain  even  to  shew,  much  more  to 
feel? 

I shall  now,  sir,  take  up  the  specific  charges  you 
have  alleged  against  me,  and  shall  notice  them  in 
the  order  in  which  thej/  stand.  The  first  is  one  of 
a very  heinous  character.  It  is,  that  “I  proceeded 
in  a merchant  brig  to  Pernambuco.”’  Could  I,  sir, 
during  the  period  of  my  suspension,  have  gone  any 
wherein  a national  vessel?  Could  I,  with  wliat  was 
clue  to  my  family,  have  remained  idle?  The  sen- 
tence of  the  court  deprived  them  of  the  principal 
means  of  subsistence.  I was,  therefore,  compelled 
to  resort  to  that  description  of  employment  with 
which  I was  best  acquainted:  and  on  this  subject 
you  should  have  been  silent.  But  you  add,  that 
the  late  capt.  Lewis  of  the  navy,  w/io  had  it  from  a 
Mr,  Goodwin,  who  heard  it  from  .Mr.  Lyon,  the  Bri- 
tish consul  at  Pernambuco,  with  whom  you  under- 
take to  say  1 lived,  represented  me  as  stating,  “that, 
if  the  Chesapeake  had  been  prepared  for  action,  I 
would  not  have  resisted  tlie  attack  of  the  Leopard — 
assigning,  as  a reason,  that  I knew,  as  also  did  our 
government,  that  there  were  deserters  on  board  the 
Chesapeake — and  that  I said  to  Mr.  Lyon,  further, 
that  the  president  of  the  United  States  knew  there 
were  deserters  on  board,  and  of  the  intention  of 
the  British  ship  to  take  them,  and  that  the  ship  was 
ordered  out,  under  these  circumstanc^ss,  with  a view 
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to  bring’  about  a contest  which  mig'ht  einbi-oii  tiie  | 
two  nations  in  a war.” 

The  whole  of  this,  sir,  I pronounce  to  be  a talse- 
hood,  a ridiculous,  ntalicious,  absurd,  improbable 
falsehood,  which  can  never  be  credited  by  any  man 
that  does  not  feel  a disposition  to  impress  on  the 
opinion  of  the  public  that  1 am  an  ideot.  Thai,  1 
should,  two  years  after  the  alfairot  the  Chesapeake, 
make  such  a declaration,  when  every  prooi  that 
could  be  required  of  a contrary  disposition,  on  the 

part  of  the  chief  magistrate,  had  been  given,  cannot 

receive  credit  from  any  one,  but  tiiose  that  are  dis- 
posed to  consider  me  such  a character  us  you  would 
represent  me  to  be.  I did  not  live  with  Mr.  L3011, 
nor  did  I everhold  a conversation  with  him  so  inde-, 
licate  as  the  one  stated  in  capt.  Lewis's  letter 
would  have  been.  And  with  what  object  could  i 
have  made  such  a communication?  Mr.  Lyon  would 
naturally  have  felt  a contempt  lor  a man  that  wou’d 
have  suffered  himself  to  have  been  made  a tool  ol 
in  so  disgraceful  an  affair.  Ifound  Mr.  l^yon  trans- 
acting business  in  Pernambuco:  he  produced  to  me 
a letter  from  Mr.  Hill,  the  American  consul  in  that 
country,  recommending  iiim  as  entitled  to  the  con- 
fidence of  his  countrymen,  every  one  of  whom,  in 
that  port,  put  their  business  into  his  hands.  1 did 
the  same,  and  thus  commenced  our  acquaintance — 
he  was  kind  and  friendly  to  me,  but  never  in  any 
respect  indelicate,  as  would  have  been,  in  adngh 
degree,  such  conversation  betweeu  us.  01  Mr. 
Goodwin  I know  nothing.  I have  never  seen  him 
in  all  my  life,  nor  do  I conceive  that  iiis  hearsay 
evidence  can  be  of  any  kind  of  consequence  against 
me — I was  the  first  that  informed  the  president  and 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  that  such  a letter  was  in 
the  department,  even  before  1 had  seen  it — ami, 
again,  if  the  mere  oral  testimony  of  a Bntisli  agent 
was  to  be  considered  as  evidence  sufficient  to  ar- 
raign an  American  officer,  1 think  the  navy  would 
quickly  be  in  such  a state,  as  it  might  be  desirable 
for  their  nation  to  place  it  in.  As  to  the  impressions 
made  upon  the  mind  of  capt.  Lewis,  from  tiiisz^/cvp- 
wadon,  and  the  “strong  remarks”  he  made  upon 
the  subject,  which  you  have  thought  proper  to 
quote,  they  by  no  means  establish  the  correctness  ot 
that  information — but  only  go  to  shew  the  efiect  it 
produced  upon  the  mind  of  an  individual,  who 
seems  to  have  imbibed  a prejudice  against  me,  not 
otherwise  to  be  accounted  for,  except  your  ac- 
quaintance with  liim.  He  is  now  in  his  grave,  and 
1 am  perfectly  disposed  there  to  let  him  rest — you 
must,  however,  have  been  hard  pressed,  indeed,  to 
be  compelled  to  resort  to  such  flimsy  grounds  as 
those,  a degree  weaker  than  even  second  iianded 
testimony,  to  support  your  charges  against  me. 
These  cumraunicalions,  you  observe,  arc  now  in  the 
archives  of  the  navy  department.  Of  tliis  fact,  sir, 
1 had  long  been  apprised — and  had  you,  wiien 
searching  the  records  of  that  department  for  docu- 
ments to  injure  my  character,  looked  a little  fur- 
ther back,  you  would  perhaps  have  found  others 
calculated  to  produce  a very  different  effect.  Of 
my  desire  to  return  to  the  U.  Slates,  during  the  late 
war,  there  are  certificates  in  the  navy  department 
of  the  first  respectability,  which,  if  you  had  been 
disposed  to  find  and  quote,  are  perhaps  lying  on 
the  Slime  slielffrom  whence  you  took  those  tliat  you 
appear  so  anxious  to  bring  to  public  view;  1 mean 
my  letter  iipjdying  for  service,  as  soon  as  an  oppor- 
tunity offered,  after  the  term  of  my  suspensioii  ex- 
pired; and  one  letter,  above  ali,  you  should  not  liavt 
passed  over  unnoticed,  tliat  which  you  receive-l 
from  my  hand,  of  May,  1803,  addressed  to  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  which  was  oiie  of  tfic  prinoi 


pal'  causes  of  your  obtaining  the  first  command  that 
}'ou  were  ever  Iionored  with,  and  as  you  may  ];ave 
forgotten  it,  I will  remind  you,  on  this  occasion, 
that,  but  little  more  than  one  month  previous  to  the 
date  of  that  letter,  I,  by  my  advice  and  arguments, 
saved  you  from  resigning  the  service  of  yo-ar  coun- 
try in  a pet,  because  you  were  re  mo  v'ed  from  he 
first  lieutenancy  of  the  New  York,  to  tliat  of  se- 
cond of  the  Chesapeake  - but  all  this  and  much 
more  is  now  forgotten  by  you,  yet  there  are  othei-s 
that  recollect  those  circumstances,  and  the  his'ory 
of  your  conduct  to  me  will  outlive  you,  let  my  fate 
be  what  it  may.  t he  affair  of  the  Chesapeake  did 
certainly  “excite,”  and  ought  to  have  excited,  the 
indignant  feelings  of  the  nation  towards  Great  Bri- 
tain; but,  however  it  may  have  justified  a declara- 
tion of  war  against  that  power,  it  was  not,  as  you  as- 
sert “every  one  admits,”  one  of  the  principal  cau- 
ses of  the  late  war.  That  did  not  take  place,  sir, 
until  Jive  years  after,  when  that  affair  had  been  ami- 
cably and  of  course  honorably  adjusted  between 
the  two  nations.  I mention  this  fact,  not  on  ac- 
count of  its  importance,  but  because  you  laid  so 
much  stress  upon  that  “affair,”  as  a reason  why  I 
ought  to  have  returned  home  during  the  late  war, 
and  to  shew  that,  although  it  did  happen  to  be  your 
fortunate  lotto  have  an  opportunity  of  being  in  the 
formost  rank,  on  that  occasion,  of  winch  you  seem 
inclined  to  vaunt,  you  are  ignorant  even  ofthe  cau- 
ses which  led  to  it.  Having,  in  your  letter  of  the 
5th  inst.  abandoned  the  charge  of  m3’  having  sailed 
under  “British  license,”  after  the  commencement 
of  the  late  war,  in  consequence  of  information  re- 
ceived by  you  from  a gentleman  entitled  to  the  full- 
est credit,  tiiat  I was  not  afloat,  until  after  the  peace, 
consequently  the  rtport  which  you  noticed  of  my 
having  sailed  under  British  license,  must  be  un- 
foLinued.  I have  only  to  remark,  on  this  head,  that, 
in  advancing  a charge  against  me  of  so  serious  a na- 
ture, and  designed,  and  so  well  calculated  as  it  was, 
to  affect  materially  my  reputation,  not  only  as  an 
officer  ofthe  navy,  but  as  a citizen  of  the  U.  .qates, 
you  shoiiid  first  have  ascertained  that  it  was  found- 
ed on  facty  and  not  on  rumor,  which  you  so  much 
harp  upon — and  thai,  upon  aproper  inveslig.dion, 
you  would  have  discoved  your  other  accusatio  ns  to 
be  equally  groundless.  Formy  not  returning  liome 
during  the  late  war,  I do  not  hold  myself  to  use 
yourown  expressions,  “in  any  waj^  accountable  to 
you,”  sir.  It  would  be  for  the  government,  I should 
suppose,  to  take  notice  of  my  absence,  if  they 
deemed  it  reprehensible-  and  they  no  doubt  would 
have  dqne  so,  had  not  the  circumstances  of  t!ie 
case,  in  their  estimation,  justified  it. — That  they  are 
perfectly  satisfied  upon  this  point,  I have  good  rea- 
son to  believe,  and  trust  1 shall  be  able  to  satisfy  my 
country  also.  The  president’s  personal  conduct  to 
me,  and  the  memo'rial  of  the  Virginia  delegation  P 
congress  to  him,  prove  how  I stand  with  those  high 
characters,  your  opinion,  notv/ithstanding,  to  the 
contrary  I deny,  sir,  that  1 ever  was  “urged”  by 
my  friends,  as  you  in  mockery  term  them,  to  return 
home  during  the  late  war,  nor  could  it  have  been 
requisite  for  me  to  have  been  “urged”  to  do  so  by 
any  one.  Laying  patriotism  out  ofthe  question,  as 
you  observe,  as  well  as  the  reasons  why  you  think 
“it behoves  me”  to  adopt  that  course,  there  were 
other  incentives  strong  enough,  God  knows,  to  ex- 
cite a desire  on  my  part  to  return — and  I should 
have  returned,  3ir,biitfor  circumstances  beyond  my 
controul,  which  is  uotmeumbent  on  me  to  explain 
to  you. 

ii.ul  the  many  opporrunities  really  presented 
Iheraseives  which  you  allege  were  “every  day  oc- 
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cuiTiiig-/’ of  which  I might  have  availed  myselfto  re- 
turn to  ill)  country,  in  privateers  orotlier  fastsailing- 
merchant  vessels,  from  France  and  other  places,  but 
of  whicli  you  pf  diioe  no  other  prooi  than  random 
assertion,  on  which  most  of  your  other  chavg'es  rest? 
There  wei  e no  such  opportunities,  as  you  say  were 
-«‘every  day  o -curring;”  no,  not  one  within  my 
reach,  and  some  considerable  time  after  the  news 
of  the  war  arrived  in  Denmark,  it  v/as  not  believed 
that  it  would  continue  six  months — but,  if  I had  re- 
tfteived  t’lC  slightest  intimation  irom  the  depari- 
jnent  that  1 should  have  been  employed  on  my  re- 
turn, I should  liave  considered  no  sacrifice  too 
j^-reat,  no  ej^ertion  within  my  power  siiould  have 
been  omitted  t i obtain  so  (>tesirable  an  object,  as 
liny  mark  of  my  country’s  confidence  would  liave 
been  to  me  in  such  a mome  nt:  a gun-boat,  under 
vny  own  orders,  would  not  have  been  refused-r-but 
Vi'iiat  hope  had  I,  when  my  letter  of  application 
b'lr  service  was  not  even  honore'.l  by  an  answer.  In 
regard  to  the  John  Adams,  Ido  not  deem  it  proper, 
on  tills  occasion,  to  explain  my  reasons  for  making 
the  attempt  to  return  in  that  ship;  but  whenever  i 
£um  called  on  by  any  person  properly  authof-isedto 
rnake  the  enquiry,  I am  confident  that  1 shallcon- 
vince  tiiem,  that  I iiad  good  reason  to  believe  that 
3 should  obtain  a passage  in  her,  notwithstanding^ 
your  great  knowledge  on  the  occasion. 

You  sav,  by  absenting  rnvseir,/or  years,  from  the 
<^ountry,  without  leave  from  the  government,  1 
‘Csubjectcd  myselfto  be  stricken  from  the  rolls.” 
Ikncw  also,  by  the  fQth  article  of  the  act  for  the 
better  government  of  the  navy,  that  all  persons  in 
tile  navy  holding’  mtereouse  with  an  enerny,  be- 
came subject  to  the  severest  punishment  known 
to  tlie  law — and  that,  for  these  offences,  as  you  are 
pleased  to  term  them,  “I  liave  not  received,  fo 
your  knowledge,  even  a reprimand;”  but  pre- 
sume if  1 have  nat  it  is  not  your  fault.  What  kind 
and  humane  forbearance  is  this,  after  what  1 liave  a|- 
3’eady  endured!  But,  sir,  as  you  seem  to  be  so  very 
siuelligent  upon  other  ])oi:its,  pray  tell  me  where 
was  the  necessity  of  my  asking  for  a furlough  until 
the  period  of  my  suspensum  e>;pired,  or  even  after 
baving,i  eportecl  myself  fur  duty  witliout  being  no- 
ticed. As  to  the  charge  of  my  holding  intercourse 
with  t!ie  enemy,  1 am  at  a loss  to  conceive  to  what 
you  allude,  apcl  should  degrademyself  by  giving  it 


that  the  small  amount  of  my  half  pay  was  consider, 
ed,  by  an  olfjcer  of  higii  rank,  too  much  for  them! 
You  have  been  good  enough  to  inform  me  that,  on 
my  return  to  tins  couiury,  my  as  you  have 

been  pleased  to  c:ui  them,  ‘to  reinstate  myself  in  the 
service,  were  known,  ano  became  a subject  of  con- 
versation  with  ofliceis,  as  w ell  as  others;’  and,  but 
for  those  ‘efforts,’  it  is  7nore  than  probable  you  would 
not  have  spoken  of  me.  This  would,  indeed,  have 
displayed  a wonderful  degree  of  lenity  and  cour- 
te.sy  on  your  jiart,  of  whicii  I could  no'c  have  failed 
to  be  duly  sensible.  But,  sir,  1 beg  leave  to  ask 
how,  and  where,  did  you  get  your  information,  tliat 
such  “efforts”  were  made  by  me  and,  ev  n admit 
they  were,  wliy  should  you  alone,  disclaiming,  as  you 
pretend  to  do,  all  ^personal  enmity’  ag-ainstnie,  have 
made  yourself  so  particularly  b^isy  on  the  occasion^ 
Was  it  because  your  inflated  pride  led  you  to  be- 
lieve that  the  weight  of  your  inBuence  was  greater 
tlian  that  of  an)  other  officer  of  the  navy,  or  that 
you  were  more  tenacious  of  its  iionor  and ‘respecta- 
bility’ than  the  rest  of  the  officers  were?  You  as- 
sure me,  however,  ‘that,  in  the  interchange  of 
opinion  with  otuer  officers  respecting  me,  you 
have  never  met  with  more  than  one  who  did  not 
entirely  concur  with  you  in  the  opinion  you  have 
e^q^ressed  of  me.’  Indeed!  and  what  is  the  rea- 
son ? It  is  because,  f suppose,  you  are  mo.st  com- 
moiily^’attended  by  a train  of  dependents,  n ho,  to 
enjoy  the  sunshine  of  } our  favor,  act  as  caterers  for 
your  vanity;  and,  revolving  around  you  like  saieL 
lites,  borrow  their  clbef  consequence  from  the  coun- 
tenance you  may  condescemi  to  bestow  upon  them. 
You,  at  lengtli,  arrive  at  the  main  point - the ‘ob- 
ject’ of  ray  letter  of  the  23d  ultimo,  which  you  might 
have  readied  by  a mucli  shorter  route,  and  have  sav- 
ed me  the  fatigue  of  being  compelled,  in  self-de- 
fence,  to  travel  with  ) ou  so  far  as  you  have  gone, 
'rhe  language  of  defiance,  represented  to  have  been 
used  by  you,  ‘that  you  would  cheerfully  meet  me  in 
the  field,  and  hoped  1 would  yet  act  like  a man,* 
are  disavowed  by  you.  And  you  further  deny  iiavr 
ing  ever  invited  me  to  the  field,  or  expressed  a 
hope  that  I \yould  call  you  out  -but  you  observe 
that,  ‘being  informed  by  a gentleman  with  Wihom  I 
had  cQ7if erred  upon  the  subject,  that  I left  JSorfolk, 
for  the  seat  of  government,  some  time  before  our 
June  correspondence,  with  the  intention  of  calling 


rmy  other  i-eph'  than  to  pionounce  it — if  you  mean  j you  out,  you  slated  to  that  gentleman,  as  you  have 
to  insinuate  tliere  was  any  unlawful  or  improper  i to  all  others  noth  whom  you  have  conversed  upon 
communication  on  my  part  with  the  government,  or  ■ tlie  subject,  tuat,  if  1 made  the  call,  you  nmuld  meet 
any  individual  of  Great  Britain,  as  a false  and_/«;'  j me — but  that,  upon  all  scores,  you  wmnld  be  much 
aspersion  on  my  character,  which  no  co  -duct  or  | better  pleased  to  have  nothing  to  do  v/itli  me.’  I 
circumstance  of  rny  life,  however  it  might  be  tor- 1 certainly  do  not  exactly  know  who  that  intermed- 
turetl  by  \ our  malice  or  ingenuity,  can,  in  any  man-  * dling  genlleman  was,  with  whom  you  say  1 ‘confer- 


yier,  justify  or  support — You  say,  also,  that  you  do 
^w?ovy‘  that  my  pay,  eycii  during  my  absence,  was 
i'.ontinved  to  me.”  It  is  not  the  fact,  sir;  I never,  and 
until  very  recently  since  my  return,  received  but 
half  j)a}-.  1'his  part  of  jour  letter  I should  not; 


red;'  but,  if  I may  be  allowed  a conjecture,  1 think 
I can  recognize  in  him  the  self-same  officious 
tleman  who,  1 am  creditably  informed,  originated  the 
report  of  your  having  made  use  ot  the  gasconading* 
exj>ressiQns  you  have  disowned.  In  tiiis  respect  1 


have  i-egarded,  w'ere  it  not  to  shew  with  what  bold- 1 may  be  mistaken.  Be  this,  however,  as  it  ma\-,  I 
ness,  facility,  and  san^  f’'dd,  you  can  make  asser-  j never  gave  him,  or  any  other  person,  to  understand 
tions  unsustained  by  the  shadow  of  truth;  but,  if)  ou  ‘ that  my  visit  to  Washington  last  spring  was  for  the 
Iiad  made  v ourself  acquainted  witii  the  circum- ! purpose  of ‘caUing  you  out,’ nor  dn/1  go  there  with 


^jtances  relative  to  my  half  pay,  you  would  have 
found  that  not  one  cent  of  it  was  received  by  me. 
The  government  was  so  good  as  to  jjay  the  amount 
to  my  indbrtunatc  female  famil)-,  '•.vhose  lvinde.st  en- 
tertainment you  have  freqinn;!)’  enj  ) ed. 

Poor  unforlunate  child’.en!  whose  ancestors,  eve- 
yy  man  of  them,  did  contriiiute  every  disposable 
shilling  oftlieir  property,  im.nv  of  them  tlieir  lives, 
and  all  of  them  tlieir  best  exertions,  to  establish  the 


any  such  a vie-w. 

How  yon  can  reconcile  your  affecting  indiffer- 
ence towards  me,  in  t!u‘  remark  ‘tliat,  on  all  scores, 
you  wouM  be  much  better  jileased  to  Iiave  no  hi  .g 
to  do  with  me,’  with  tlie  ver)  active  part,  it  is  gene- 
rallv  known,  and  which  your  own  letter  clearly 
e%inceSj  you  have  tax  ii  against  me,  1 am  at  a loss 
to  conceive.  No,  sir,  you  feel  no'  so  much  uncon- 
as  von  pretend  amt  wish  it  to  be  lielieved  you 


jndependenep  cf  tlieir  cqmurvg  sirquld  now  be  told  | do,  in  regard  to  the  course  of  conduct  my  honor  and 
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inv  injuries  may,  in  my  judgment,  require  me  to 
SI fi.;.  You  iKivc-  a iDinvc,  not  to  be  conctaied 
ir  oin  the  woild,  for  all  you  inive  done  or  said,  or  for 
any  future  endeavors  \ cu  may  make,  to  bar  iny  ‘re- 
adinission’  into  the  service.  It  is  true  that  you  nave 
never  given  me  a direct,  formai  and  written  invita- 
tfioiito  meet  you  m the  tieid,  siichasone  gentleman 
of  Honor  to  soiuL  toaiioth.er.  But,  li  your  own 

admissions,  that  youiiad  ‘incautiously  said  you  would 
meet  me  if  I wi’shed  it,'"  and  ‘tliat,  if  you  had  not 
pledged  y(juru'iJ\  you  iniglii  reconsider  the  subject,’ 
and  ail  this  too  vvitiiout  any  jnovocatioii  on  my  part, 
or  the  most  distant  intimation  from  me  that  I had  a 
/lesiru  to  meet  you,  do  not  amount  to  a challenge,  i 
caimot  comprehend  the  object  or  im[>ort  ol  such 
declarations — made,  astiiey  were,  iii  the  face  of  the 
world — and  to  those,  in  pai  ticular,  whom  you  knew 
would  not  only  comnmmcate  them  to  me,  but  give 
them  circulaliun  ■ under  all  the  circumstancf  s of 
the  case,  I consider  you  as  liaving  thrown  down  tlie 
gauntlet,  and  I liave  no  hesitation  in  accepting  it. 
‘'i’his  is,  liowever,  a point  which  it  wudi  not  be  for 
me  or  your  to  decide,  nor  do  1 view  it  as  of  any 
other  importance  than  as  respects  the  privilege  ai- 
Jowed  to  the  challenged  party  in  relation  to  the 
olioice  of  weapons,  distance,  kc.  abomt  wiiich  I feel 
not  more  ‘fastidio'is,’  i assure  ymii,  sir,  than  you  do 
i^nor  do  I claim  any  advantage  whatever,  which 
I have  no  right  to  insist  upon  could  i stoop  so  low 
us  to  solicit  any,  I know  you  too  well  to  believe 
you  would  have  any  inclination  to  concede  them. 
All  I demand  is  to  be  placed  ujion  equal  grounds 
with  you  such  as  two  honorable  men  may^  decide 
y\'pon  us pist  proper.  Upon  the  subject  of  duelling 
J perfectly  coincide  with  th/e  opinions  you  have  ex- 
]iressed.  1 consider  it  as  a barbarous  practice  which 
oug’ht  to  be  exploded  from  civilized  societv;  but, 
sir,  there  may  be  causes  of  sucli  extraordinary  and 
aggvavaied  insult  and  injury,  received  by  an  indivi- 
dual, as  to  render  an  appeal  to  arms,  on  his  part,  ab- 
solutely necessary;  mine  I conceive  to  be  a case  of 
1 'at  description,  and  I feel  myself  constrained,  by 
every  tie  that  binds  me  to  society^  by  all  tiiat  can 
make  life  desirable  to  me,  to  resort  to  this  inode  of 
obtaining  that  redress  due  to  me  at  your  hands;  as 
the  only  alternative  which  now-  si.ems  to  present 
itself  for  the  preservation  of  my  honor. 

I’o  conclude:  you  say,  ‘from  my  manner  of  pro- 
ceeding, it  appears  to  you  that  I have  come  to  the 
determination  to  fight  some  one,  and  that  I have 
eelecled  you  for  that  purpose.’  To  say  nctliing  of 
the  vanity  you  display,  and  the  importance  you  seem 
to  attach  to  yourself,  in  thus  intimating  that,  being 
resolved  to fght  myself \nto  favor,  1 could  no  other- 
■wise  do  so  than  by  fixing  upon  you,  the  very  reverse 
of  which  you  infer  is  the  fact.  I never  wished  to 
fight  in  this  w'ay;  and  had  you  permitted  me  to  r^ 
jnain  at  rest,  1 should  not  have  disturbed  ym;  I 
should  have  pursued  the  “even  tenor  of  my  way” 
without  regarding  you  at  all.  Rut  this  would  not 
have  suited  your  ambitious  views.  You  have  hunted 
me  out  have  persecuted  me  with  all  the  power 
and  influence  of  your  office,  and  have  declared  yoiir 
determination  to  drive  me  from  the  navy,  if!  should 
make  any  ‘efforts’  to  be  employed,  and  for  what 
purpose,  or  from  what  other  motive  than  to  obtain 
my  rank,  I know  not:  if  my  life  will  give  it  you,  you 
shall  liave  an  opjiortunity  of  obtaining  it.  And  now, 
sir,  I have  only  to  add,  that  if  you  wmU  makekiiown 
your  determination,  and  tlie  name  of  your  friend,  1 
will  give  that  of  mine,  in  order  to  complete  tlie  ne- 
cessary arrangements  to  a final  close  of  this  affair, 
lean  make,  no  other  apology  for  the  apparent  tar- 
diness of  this  communication,  than  merely  to  state, 


that,  being  on  very  familiar  term.s  with  my  familv, 
out  of  tenderness  to  their  feelings,  1 have  written 
under  great  restraint. 

1 am  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BAR  BOX. 

Com.  Stephen  Decatur. 

No.  10. 

Washington,  29th  December,  1819. 

Sir — Your  communication  of  the  30th  ultimo, 
reached  me  as  I was  on  bhe  eve  of  my  departure  for 
file  north — whence  I did  not  rely,im  till  tiie  22d  in- 
.slant.  It  was  my  determination,  on  the  receipt  of 
)'our  letter,  not  to  notice  it — but,  upon  more  ma- 
ture reflection,  1 conceive,  that  as  I have  siifr'ered 
myself  to  be  drawn  into  this  unprcfitnble  discussion, 
I ought  not  to  leave  the  false  coloring  apd  calum- 
nies,  which  you  have  introduced  into  ymur  letter, 
tinunsvvcred.  You  state  that  a much  more  laconic 
reply  to  yourletter  of  23d  October  would  hai'e  ser- 
ved your  purpose.  Ofthislliave  no  doubt — and 
to  have  insured  such  an  answmr,  you  had  only  to 
make  a laconic  call.  1 had  already  informed  you 
of  the  course  1 had  felt  mi  sclf  bound  to  pursue  re- 
specting you,  and  of  the^  i-eason.s  whicli  induced 
my  conduct,  and  that,  if  you  requii-e  it,  I would 
overcome  my  oo  n disinclination,  and  fight  vou.-— 
Instead  o calling  me  out  for  injuries  whicli  you 
chose  to  insist  tliat  1 have  heaped  upon  yo\\,\jou 
jiav-e  thouL.ht  fit  to  enter  into  this  war  of  words. 

I reiterated  to  you,  that  I have  not  challenged, 
nor  do  1 intend  to  challenge  you.  I do  not  consi- 
der it  essential  to  my  reputation  that  I should  no- 
tice any  thing  w-hich  may  come  from  you,  the  more 
particularly',  when  you  declare  ymur  sole  object,  in 
wishing  to  draw  the  challenge  from  me,  i.s,  that 
you  may  avail  y ourself  of  the  advantages  which  rest 
with  the  challenged.  It  is  evident  that  you  thinks 
or  your  friends  for  3 011,  that  a fig'lit  will  help  yu>u — ■ 
but,  in  figlitingyoLi  wish  to  incur  the  least  possible 
risk  Now,  sir,  not  believing  that  a fght  ofGivis 
mature  will  raise  me  at  all  in  public  estimation,  but 
may  even  have  a contrary  effect,  I do  not  feel  at  ail 
disposed  to  remove  the  difficulties  that  lay  in  our 
way.  If  V.  e fight,  it  must  be  of  your  seeking — and 
you  must  take  all  the  risk  and  all  the  inconvenience 
vrhich  usually  attend  the  challenger,  in  such  cases. 

You  deny  having  made  the  communication  to  t!ie 
Eriti.sh  consul  at  Pernambuco,  which  capt.  Lewis 
and  Mr.  Goodwin  have  represented.  The  man  ca- 
pable of  making  such  a communication,  would  not 
hesitate  in  denying  it — and,  until  you  can  bring  for- 
ward some  testimony,  other  than  your  own,  you 
ought  not  to  expect  that  the  testimony  of  those  gen- 
tlemen will  be  discredited.  As  to  the  veracity  of 
the  British  consul,  I can  prove,  if  necessary,  that 
you  have,  yourself  vouched  for  that. 

You  offer,  as  your  excuse  for  not  returning  to 
your  country,  during  our  war  with  England,  that 
you  had  not  been  invited  borne  by  the  then  secreta- 
ry', notwithstandingyouhad  written  him,  expressive 
of  your  wishes  to  be  employed.  You  state,  that,  if 
you  “had  received  the  slightest  intimation  from  the 
department,  that  yon  would  liave  been  employ- 
ed on  your  return,  you  would  have  considered  no 
sacrifice  too  great,  no  exertion  within  your  power, 
.shoula  have  been  omitted  to  obtain  so  desirable  an 
object.”  From  thi.s,  I would  infer,  that,  in  conse- 
quence of  not  receiving  this  intimation,  vou  did 
not  make  the  exertions  in  your  [K)wer  to  l eturn, 
and  this  I liold  to  be  an  insufficient  excuse.  You 
do  not  appear  to  have  made  any  attempt,  except 
by  the  wa>  of  the  cartel,  the  John  ./\dam.s.  You 
cannot  believe,  that  reporting  yourself  to  tlic  de- 
partment at  the  distance  of  4,000  iniies,  wlien  the 
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sume  conveyance  which  brought  your  letter  would 
have  brought  yourself,  will  be  received  as  evincing 
eufricient  zeal  to  join  the  arms  of  your  country — 
jind,  besides,  you  say  it  was  not  believed,  for  a con- 
siderable time  after  the  news  of  war  arrived  in  Den- 
jnai’k,  that  it  would  last  six  months.  With  those 
impressions,  you  must  have  known,  that  it  would 
liave  occupied  at  least  that  time  for  your  letter  to 
have  arrived  at  the  department,  you  to  receive  an 
answer,  and  then  repair  to  America.  You  deny 
that  the  opportunities  of  returning  were  frequent. 
The  custom  house  entries  at  Baltimore  and  New- 
Ymrk  alone,  from  the  single  port  of  Bordeaux,  will 
show  nearly  an  hundred  arrivals — and  it  is  well 
known,  that  it  required  only  a few  days  to  perform 
the  journey  from  Copenhag'en  to  Bordeaux,  by  the 
ordinary  course  of  post.  You  deny  having  been 
advised  to  return  to  this  country,  by  your  friends, 
during  the  war.  Mr.  Cook,  of  Norfolk,  your  rela 
live,  says  he  wrote  to  you  to  that  effect — and  Mr. 
Forbes,  then  our  consul  at  Copenhagen,  who  is  now 
at  this  place,  says  he  urged  you  in  person  to  do  so. 

You  hava  chargedthe  officers  who  concur  with  me 
in  opinion  respecting  your  claims  to  service,  as 
being  my  satellites.  I think  I am  not  mistaken, 
when  I inform  you,  that  all  the  officers  of  our  grade, 
your  superiors  as  well  as  inferiors,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  one,  Mdio  is  your  junior,  concur  in  the  opini- 
on, that  you  ought  not  to  be  emploj^ed  again,  whilst 
the  imputations,  which  now  lie  against  you,  remain: 
nor  have  they  been  less  backward  than  myself  in 
expressing  their  opinions. 

Your  charge  of  my  wishing  to  obtain  your  rank, 
■will  apply  to  all  who  are  your  juniors,  with  as  much 
force  as  to  myself.  You  never  have  interfered  with 
me  in  the  service,  and,  at  the  risk  of  being  esteemed 
by  you  a little  vain,  I must  say,  I do  not  think  you 
ever  will.  AVere  I disposed  to  kill  out  of  my  way, 
as  you  have  been  pleased  to  insinuate,  those  who  in- 
terfere with  my  advancement,  there  are  others,  my 
superiors,  who  I consider  fairly  barring  ray  preten- 
sions— and  it  would  serve  such  purpose  better,  to 
begin  with  them.  Yon  say,  you  were  the  means  of 
obtaining  me  the  first  command  I ever  had  in  the 
service.  I deny  it — I feel  that  I owe  my  standingin 
the  service  to  my  own  exertions  only. 

Your  statement,  th.it  your  advice  prevented  me 
from  resigning  on  a former  occasion,  is  equally  un- 
founded. I have  never,  since  nay  first  admission 
into  the  nav}%  contemplated  resigning — and  instead 
of  being  ordered,  as  you  state,  from  the  1st  lieu- 
tenancy of  the  New-York,  to  the  2d  of  the  Chesa- 
peake,commodore  Chauncey,who  was  then  flag  cap- 
lain,  can  testify,  that  I was  solicited  to  remain  as  1st 
lieutenant  of  the  flag  ship — and  I should  have  re- 
remained  as  such,  liad  it  not  been  for  the  demand 
which  the  government  of  Malta  made,  for  the  de- 
livery of  the  persons  who  had  been  concerned  in 
the  affair  of  honor,  which  led  to  the  death  of  a Bri- 
tish officer.  It  was  deemed  necessary  to  send  all  the 
persons  implicated  in  that  affair,  out  of  the  way — 
and  I went  home  in  the  Chesapeake,  as  a passen- 
ger. 

You  liave  been  pleased  to  allude  to  my  having 
received  the  hospitality  of  your  family. — The  only 
time  I recollect  lieing  at  your  house,  was  on  my  ar- 
rival from  the  Mediterranean  in  the  Congress,  four- 
teen years  past.  You  came  on  board  and  dined 
with  me,  and  invited  the  Tunisian  ambassador  and 
myself  to  spend  the  evening  with  you  at  Hampton. 
I accepted  your  invitation.  Your  having  now  re- 
minied  me  of  it,  tends  very  much  towards  removing 
tVie  weight  of  obligatioia  I might  otherwise  have 
felt  on  this  score. 


You  speak  of  the  good  conduct  of  your  ance.stors. 
‘As  your  own  conduct  is  under  discussion,  and  not 
theirs,  1 cannot  see  how  their  former  good  charac- 
ter  can  serve  at  all  your  present  purpose.  Fortu- 
nately for  our  country,  every  man  stands  upon  his 
own  merit. 

You  state  that  the  “Virginia  delegation  in  con- 
gress’’ iiad  presented  a memorial  in  your  favor.  I 
would  infer  from  this,  that  all,  or  the  greater  part  of 
the  Virginia  delegatio  , had  interposed  in  your  be- 
half. This,  sir,  is  not  the  fact.  A few  of  them,  I am 
informed,  did  take  an  interest  in  your  case — but.  be- 
ing informed  of  the  charges  existing  against  you,  of 
which  tliey  were  before  unapprised,  they  did  not 
press  farther  your  claims.  From  the  knowledge  I 
have  of  the  high  minded  gefftlemen  that  compose 
the  Virginia  delegation,  if  they  would  take  the 
trouble  to  examine  your  case,  1 should,  for  my  own 
part,  be  entirely  satisfied  to  place  the  honor  of  the 
service  upon  their  decision. 

You  offer  as  your  excuse  for  permitting  4 months 
to  intervene  between  our  June  correspondence 
(with  which,  from  your  letter,  you  appeared  to  be 
satisfied)  and  your  letter  of  the  23d  October,  your 
indisposition.  I am  authorised  in  saying  that,  for 
the  greater  part  of  the  four  months,  you  were  out 
attending  to  your  usual  avocations. 

Your  offering  your  life  to  me  would  be  quite  af- 
fecting, and  might  (as  you  evidently  intend),  excite 
sympathy,  if  it  were  not  ridiculous.  It  will  not  be 
lost  sight  of,  that  your  jeopardizing  your  life  de- 
pends upon  yourself,  and  not  upon  me  - and  is  done, 
with  a view  of  fighting  your  own  character  up.  I 
have  now  to  inform  you,  that  I shall  pay  no  further 
attention  to  any  communication  you  may  make  ta 
me,  Qther  than  a direct  call  to  the  field* 

Your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

To  commodore  James  Baeroni 
Ilamptoiiy  Virginia. 

No.  11. 

JVorfolky  January  16? A,  1820. 

Str:  Your  letter  of  the  19th  ult.  I have  received. 
In  it  you  say  that  you  have  now  to  inform  me  that 
you  shall  pay  no  further  attention  to  any  communi- 
cation that  I may  make  to  you,  other  than  a direct 
call  to  the  field:  in  answer  to  which  I have  only  to 
reply,  that  whenever  you  will  consent  to  meet  me 
on  fair  and  equal  gi'ounds,  that  is,  such  as  two  ho- 
norable men  may  consider  just  and  proper,  you  are 
at  liberty  to  view  this  as  that  call;  the  whole  tenor 
of  your  conduct  to  me  justifies  this  course  of  pro- 
ceeding on  my  part;  as  for  your  charges  and  re- 
marks, I regard  them  not;  particularly  your  s}  m- 
pathy;  you  know  not  such  a feeling — I cannot  be 
suspected  of  making  the  attempt  to  excite  it. 

I am,  sir,  yours,  &c.  JAMES  BARRON, 

To  com.  Stephen  Decatur, 

Washington. 

No.  12. 

Washington^  January  24,  1820. 

Sir:  I have  received  your  communication  of  the 
16th,  and  am  at  a loss  to  know  what  your  intention 
is.  If  you  intended  it  as  a challenge,  I accept  it, 
and  refer  you  to  my  friend,  com.  Bainbridge,  who 

- is  fully  authorised  by  me  to  make  any  arrangement 

- he'  pleases,  as  regards  weapons,  mode  or  distance. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

STEPHEN  DECATUR. 

Com.  James  Barron. 

No.  13. 

J\'orfolk,  Fehniary  6,  1820. 

Sir:  Your  letter  of  tlie  29th  of  December  found 
me  confined  to  bed,  with  a violent  bilious  fever,  and 
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t was  eight  days  after  its  arrival  before  I vvas  able 
to  read  it;  the  Itwcr,  however,  about  that  time  left 
me,  and  iny.  convuiescence  appeared  to  promise  a 
muderat-ely  qaicit  recovery.  1,  t.herefere,  wrote  yo\. 
my  note  of  the  iotii  ultimo;  in  two  days  after  I re- 
lapsed, and  liutve  had  a most  violent  attack,  whica 
has  reducetl  me  very  low,  but  as  soon  as  1 am  in  a 
situation  to  write,  you  shall  hear  from  me  to 'the 
point. 

1 am,  sir,  your  obedient  servant, 

JAMES  BARRON. 
Corn.  SxBPaEN  Decatur,  Washington. 

Report  on  Public  Lands. 

^he  following  repon  made  m the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives Mr.  Anderson  (of  Kentticky)  from 
the  committee  on  public  lands,  on  the  petition 
of  the  Swiss  emigrants,  is  published  for  the  in 
formation  of  tb  ise  concerned  in  applications  of 
this  or  a similar  nature. 

Tbe  committee  on  public  lands,  to  whom  was  re- 
ierredthc  petition  or  Cliari^s  Henry  du  Pasquier 
and  others  praying,  on  behalf  of  themselves  and 
other  Swiss  emigrants,  that  congress  would  author- 
ize them  to  purcliase  a tract  of  the  public  land,  ly- 
ing on  the  v/est  of  the  Mississippi,  and  between 
the  30th  and  37th  degrees  of  north  latitude,  suffi- 
cient for  a settlement  of  3 or  4000  families,  on 
terms  more  fiivorable  than  tiie  general  laws  would 
permit,  have  had  the  same  under  considera- 
tion and  report: — That  the  question  jiresented 
to  the  consideration  of  the  house,  involves  the 
expediency  of  selling  the  public  lands  to  for- 
eigners, on  terms  more  indulgent  than  those 
which  regulate  the  sales  to  native  citizens.  This 
(Bommittee  is  very  sensible,  that  the  mildness  of 
©ur  government,  its  wise  and  wholesome  laws,  have 
produced  an  emigration  which  has  gone  far  to  in- 
crease the  collective  talents  and  industry  of  the 
country;  some  of  our  most  distinguished  citizens,  as 
well  as  most  industrious  and  ingenious  mechanics, 
are  among  those  who  have  made  this  country  their 
own  by  adoption  Aut  it  is  thought  that,  while  we 
highly  appreciate  these  benefits,  we  should  not 
change  the  op^^ration  of  the  general  laws  of  our 
country  to  produce  the  effect.  So  long  as  the  free- 
dom of  our  institutions  is  preserved,  and  wholesome 
laws  are  permitted  to  have  their  ordinary  effect, 
the  inducements,  which  have  heretofore  had  their 
influence,  will  stillbe  sufficiently  strong  to  produce 
the  desired  emigration.  It  cannot  be  conceded 
that  special  provisions  excepting  foreigners  howev- 
er meritorious,  from  tbe  operation  of  general  laws, 
and  giving  them  advantages  which  are  denied  to 
the  citizens,  can  be  founded  in  good  policy.  It  is 
a peculiarity  eminently  honorable  to  our  country, 
that  the  native  of  Europe  posesses,  in  the  acquisi- 
tion of  the  soil  here,  the  same  advantages  which  an 
American  citizen  does;  to  give  him  more,  would 
produce  a distinction  not  only  invidious,  but  most 
unjust.  When  the  law  is  now  equally  open  to  both, 
it  would  be  a perverted  use  of  chanty  to  give  to 
the  stranger  a facility  which  we  deny  to  the  citizen. 

It  is  probable  that,  during  the  present  session  of 
congress,  the  mode  of  selling  the  public  lands  will 
be  so  altered,  as  to  demand  a cash  payment  of  each 
purchaser.  Every  reason  which  could  influence 
congress  to  make  that  change  w'ould  forbid  this 
committee  from  pro])osing  to  sell  a large  quantity 
on  a crerlit  still  more  distant  than  the  present  laws 
contemplate.  If  the  public  interests  should  be 
thought  to  require  a system  still  more  rigorous  than 
the  one  which  now  prevails,  and  this  too  against 


petitions  of  r.  great  number  of  your  citizens,  and 
the  memorials  of  the  legislatures  of  several  of  the 
southern  and  western  states,  it  would  indeed  be  an 
assumption  of  high  responsibility  on  the  part  of  this 
committee,  to  recommend,  m obedience  to  tiie 
prayer  of  the  present  petitioaers,ihat  indulgence  to 
tiiem,  which  tlie  expected  bill  will  deny  to  your 
own  citizens. 

The  establishment  of  a community  of  foreigners 
within  our  country,  secluded  by  their  habits,  man- 
ners, and  language,  from  an  intimate  associaiion 
with  the  great  body  of  our  citizens,  cannot  be  an 
event  so  desirable  as  to  justify  a departure  from  the 
general  law.  An  unrestrained  intercourse  with 
the  body  of  the  American  yeomanry,  aitorcls  to  the 
emigrant  the  best,  and  probably  the  only  means  of 
acquiring  an  intimate  knowledge  of  our  laws  and 
institutions;  a knowledge^which  is  not  only  neces- 
sary to  give  him  the  full  enjoyment  of  his  situation, 

; but  is  necessary  to  render  him  a valuable  and  safe 
citizen  to  the  commonwealth.  It  is  believed  that, 
if  a large  settlement  was  formed,  exclusively  of  fo- 
reign families,  the  most  of  whom,  our  language 
would  of  course  be  unknown,  many  years  would 
elapse  before  tliat  general  intercourse  would  take 
place,  beyond  the  boundaries  of  their  own  commu- 
nity, which  would  be  essential  to  give  to  them  full 
possession  of  American  principles  and  character; 
and  it  is  by  no  means  certain,  that  time  would  in 
such  cases  ever  have  the  eftect  of  entirely  destroy- 
ing their  foreign  character.  Wnile  then,  this  com- 
mittee rejoice  in  every  opportunity  of  commanicat- 
ing  tlie  blessing  of  Iheir  country  to  their  European 
brothers,  they  believe  that  it  can  be  safely  done, 
only  when  they  enjoy  them  by  indiscriminate  as- 
sociation. 

The  petitioners  have  (many  of  them)  been  here- 
tofore engaged  in  manufactares;  and  they  rely  for 
much  of  the  support,  which  they  expect  to  receive 
upon  the  stock  of  manufacturing  skill  and  industry, 
which  they  promise  to  introduce.  They  have  ex- 
hibited before  the  committee  some  beautiful  and 
very  satisfactory  specimens  of  their  ing'eiiuity  and 
skill,  particularly  in  silk  and  cotton  goods.  Your 
committee  felt  the  full  force  of  this  appeal,  and 
very  frankly  state  that,  if  any  petition  of  a similar 
character  can  be  acceptable  to  the  house,  this  de- 
serves tt)  be  so.  Without  referring  to  the  known 
character  of  the  Swiss  peasantiy,  a settlement  in 
the  state  of  Indiana,  of  emigrants  from  Switzerland, 
give  strong  evidence,  that  a colony  established  un- 
der the  auspices  of  the  present  petitioners,  would 
be  characterized  by  industry  and  iinolFending sub- 
mission to  the  laws.  They  resist  the  application, 
however,  on  the  grounds  they  liave  stated.  I'lie 
terms  of  sale  held  out  by  the  present  law's  are  of 
the  most  indulgent  kind;  and  if  the  public  interests 
should  even  justify  a relaxation  from  them,  it  is 
confidently  believed  that  it  should  be  in  favor  of 
American  citizens. 

In  nsvver  to  that  part  of  the  petition  which  de* 
dares,  that  one  of  the  principal  objects  is  “the  do- 
mestic manufacture  of  cotton,  wool,  flax  and  silk,’’ 
the  committee  will  only  say,  tiiat  it  may  well  be 
considered,  how  far  it  would  comport  with  sound 
policy  to  give  a premium  for  the  introduction  of 
manufactures  at  the  moment,  when,  by  the  almost 
unanimous  declaration  of  our  manufacturei's,  it  Is 
said,  they  cannot  live  witliout  farther  protection. 

Tlie  committee  therefore  recommend  to  the 
house  the  following  resolution. 

Resolved,  'Fliat  the  prayer  of  the  petitioners  ought 
not  to  be  granted. 


103 


NILES’  REGISTER  APRI  L 8,  1820— FOREIGK  ARTICLES. 


Foreign  Articles. 

GttEAT  nUITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

Londun  dates  of  Feb.  24. 

Private  information  was  given  to  ^he  civil  power 
of  the  existence  of  an  association  of  ruffians, vviiose 
object  it  was  to  massacre  the  whole  of  the  British 
ministry  at  once,  when  assembled  at  what  is  called 
a “cabinet  dinner!”  Mi  things  being  in  readiness, 
certain  officers  proceeded,  on  the  evening  of  the 
23rd  of  Feb.  to  the  place  designated  as  their  ren- 
dezvous, which  was  in  a loft,  to  which  the  only  ac- 
cess was  by  a ladder.  Fhey  found  the  people  as- 
sembled and  charged  upon  tliem.  The  lights  were 
extinguished,  and  a dreadful  scuffie  ensued  in  the 
darl;.  'Fite  police  officers  were  supported  by  some 
of  fhe  military.  One  of  the  former  was  stabbed  and 
killed  on  tlie  spot,  and  for  a considerable  time 
th  U’e  was  a sharp  discharge  of  fire  arms,  on  both 
sides. — The  ofiicers  and  military  gained  the  ascen- 
dancy, and  then  the  conspirators  began  to  effect 
their  escape,  by  a back  window.  They  were  sup- 
posed at  first  to  have  amounted  to  25  men,  of  whom 
onlv  9 were  then  taken,  whose  names  are  given  in 
the  papers,  'i  he  famous  Arthur  J’histlewood  was 
among  those  wdio  escaped — 1000^  reward  was  of- 
fered for  him.  He  w^as  well  known  as  the  editor  of 
the  “Blaek  Dwarf,”  and  taken  the  next  day,  with 
one  or  two  others.  They  appear  to  have  been  in 
the  very  act  of  setting  out  to  execute  their  pur- 
pose, at  the  earl  of  Harrowby’s,where  it  is  said  that 
Tiiistlewood  was  to  liave  gained  the  entrance  into 
the  house  as  the  bearer  of  a public  despatch,  that 
the  rest  were  to  have  rushed  into  the  diningroom, 
provided  with  hand-grenades  and  completely  arm- 
ed, and  to  have  massacred  all  present,  &c. 

If  this  be  not  a contrivance  and  manufacture  of 
the  ministry  (and  we  know  that  some  things  almost 
as  bad  have  been  contrived  by  them,  at  different 
times,  to  accomplisli  their  purposes,)  we  have  rare- 
ly heard  of  any  thing  more  truly  horrid  in  its  cha 
racter.  Their  room  was  filled  with  muskets,  pis. 
lols,  blunderbusses,  swords,  pikes,  &c.  and  well 
supplied  with  ammunition.  Several  of  the  officers 
who  arrested  them,  as  well  as  two  or  three  of  the 
fnilitar}'^,  were  wounded. 

We  have  accounts  of  fresh  mobs  at  Brandon,  in 
Ireland — but  they  do  not  appear  to  have  any  poli- 
tical object. 

Later.  By  an  arrival  at  New  York,  London  papers 
to  the  2nd  of  March  have  been  received. 

Parliament  was  prorogued  by  commission,  on  the 
28th  Feb. 

The  late  conspiracy  is  spoken  of  as  having  been 
along  meditated  affair,  but  we  have  not  any  addi- 
tional particulars.  A convention  of  radical  dele- 
gates were  arrested  at  Glasgow;  and  it  is  intimated 
that  evidence  has  been  obtained  of  a project  fora 
simultaneous  rising  early  in  March. 

The  queen  is  soon  expected  to  arrive  in  England. 

Bands  of“Ribbond  men,”  sometimes  amounting  to 
1,  ]00  persons,  are  committing  dreadful  depreda- 
tions in  some  parts  of  Ireland'. 

Slocks — March  1.  3 per  cent  consols  68  1-2  3-8; 

American  3’.9.65  1-2  to  66;  do.  G’«,100  to  102;  U.  S. 
bank  shares  21/^5  6d. 

FRANCE. 

The  body  of  the  duke  of  Berri  was  laid  out  in 
state.  It  was  thought  that  on  the  15th  of  Feb.  the 
apartment  was  visited  by  30, OQO  persons.  Louvel, 
his  assassin,  was  also  br«ught  tliere—and  under- 
went an  examination.  He  denied  that  he  had  any 
accomnlices— to  a question,  “ITjustice  to  m.an  can- 
not induce  you  to  speak  the  trutli,  think  on  the  jus- 


tice of  God,”  he  is  reported  to  have  said,  ‘God  is 
butaname.  He  has  never  been  seen  upon  eartli.” 
He  appeared  perfectly  cool  and  tranquil,  firm  to  iiis 
crime  and  carele.ss  of  what  they  could  do  to  liim. 

Later.  The  duke  of  Berri  was  interred  with 
great  ceremony  - more  than  100,000  pf  rsous  attend- 
ed iiis  funeral,  and  all  the  shops  in  Paris  were  shut 
up.  Since  his  assassination,  51  persons  iiavebcun 
arrested  on  informations  lodgedagainstlhem,  among 
them  a fruit  woman,  said  to  have  been  the  mistress 
of  the  assassin,  wiio  has  made  important  disclosures. 

Count  Simeon  has  been  appointed  minister  of  the 
interior  in  the  place  of  De  Cazes. 

The  English  residents  in  Fi  ance,  are  described  as 
having,  in  numerous  instances,  demanded  passports 
to  leave  that  country:  yet  the  French  funds  w^ere 
rising. 

Royal  ordinance. 

Loiiis  by  the  grace  of  God,  king  of  France  and 

Navarre. 

Wishing  to  confer  on  count  de  Cazes  a testimony 
of  our  satisfaction  with  his  services,  with  the  zeal 
and  fidelity  of  which  he  has  given  us  proofs  on  the 
most  trying  occasions,  and  likewise  with  his  attach- 
ment to  our  person  and  family,  we  have  ordained 
and  do  ordain  as  follows:  * 

Art.  1.  Count  de  Cazes,  peer  of  France,  minis- 
ter of  state,  is  nominated  a duke,  to  enjoy  for  him- 
self and  his  descendants  in  a direct  line  from  male 
to  male,  according  to  the  order  of  primogeniture, 
the  honors  and  prerogatives  attaclied  to  tliat  rank, 
with  the  obligation  of  conforming  to  the  laws  of  the 
kingdom,  and  particularly  to  the  disposition  of  our 
ordinance  of  August  19,  1815. 

Art.  2.  Our  minister  secretary  of  state  in  the  de- 
partment of  foreign  affairs  is  charged  with  the  ex- 
ecution of  the  present  ordinance.  Given  at  our  pa- 
lace of  the  Tuilieries,  Feb.  20,  1820. 

(Signed)  LOUIS. 

(Countersigned)  PASQUIER. 

The  king  has  appointed  the  duke  de  Cazes  his 
ambassador  to  the  court  of  London. 

The  duke  of  Richelieu  is  appointed  minister  of 
state  and  president  of  the  council  of  ministers. 

SPAIN. 

We  have  still  later  accounts  from  Spain.  The 
facts  stated  in  our  last,  as  to  the  patriots  being  in 
possession  of  Algesiras,  St.  Roque  and  Malaga,  ap- 
pear to  be  amply  confirmed.  Their  numbers  were 
increasing,  at  the  last  date  estimated  at  25,000 
men,  amply  supplied  with  every  thing  they  wished 
for,  and  under  the  best  discipline — well  paid,  well 
clothed  and  with  plenty  of  arms  and  ammunition, 
all  at  the  cost  of  the  king,  whose  property  they 
had  made  very  free  with,  though  they  carefully  re- 
spected the  rights  of  private  individuals.  A party 
of  them  liad  had  a battle  with  the  royalists  near  the 
Isla  — the  latter  were  defeated  with  the  loss  o 1000 
men,  and  the  remainder,  2 .-00,  immediately  joined 
them.  'I’he  spiritisspreading;  Valencia  is  said  to  have 
commenced  a revolution,  and  other  provinces  were 
about  to  follow.  I'he  king,  it  was  reported  bad 
said  that  rather  than  acknowledge  a constitutional 
government  he  would  abandon  the  kingdom,  and 
live  on  his  private  fortune.  It  was  not  known  at 
Gibraltar  on  the  2oth  of  Feb.  that  Cadiz  had  sur- 
rendered to  the  patriots.  It  probably  still  adhered 
to  Ferdinand. 

V/e  have  a report  that  Catalonia  and  Galicia  and 
several  other  provinces,  have  publicly  declared  for 
the  constitution. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

The  Spanish  74,  San  I'elmo,  which  sailed  from 
Cadiz  was  supposed  to  have  foundered,  _hai  ing 
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been  left  making  much  water,  and  rudder  lost,  by 
a sliip  arrivt  d at  Callao  from  Cadiz  with  a cargo 
worth  7,500,000  dollars.*  She  got  into  Callao  dur- 
ing- an  absence  of  seven  days  of  lord  Cochrane  s 
squadron,  wliich  went  to  a small  port  at  the  south 
to  repair  damages,  sustained  in  an  unsuccessful  at- 
tack, The  frigate  Prueba  had  Escaped  from  Callao, 
and  gone  to  Guyaquil. 


CONGRESS. 

IN  THE  SENATE. 

March  30.  We  have  already  given,  in  page  93, 
the  yeas  and  nays  of  the  senate,  on  rejecting  the 
biinkrupt  law.  'fhe  follo  wing  was  the  state  of  the 
votes  on  a proposition  to  postpone  the  bill  to  the 
next  session — 

YKAS— Mr-ssrs.  B'lrhour,  Eaton,  ,To»inimn,  of  Ken.  .Tohnson,  ®f 
Lou.  King,  of  Alab.  Leake,  Logan,  Macon,  Morrill,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Pleasants,  Rnggles,  Stniih,  Taylor.  Walker,  of  Alab.  Walker,  of 
Geo.  'Villifj’ns,  of  Tenu.  Wilson— 

• NAYS— M ssr,s.  Rrmvn,  Binril.  Dana,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  El- 
liot, Gaillard  Hiniter,  King,  ot  N.  Y.  Lanman,  Lowrie,  Mclien, 
Otis.  PaiTot,  Pinkney,  Roberts,  Sanford,  Stokes,  Ticheiior,  i rim- 
ble,  Van  Dyke,  Wiilioms,  of  Miss.— 22. 

March  31.  {'he  senate  sj.'ent  considerable  time 
on  tlie  bill  providing  summary  process  for  vhe  col- 
lection of  debts  due  the  United  States  by  defaulters, 
Stc.  Postponed  until  Monday. 

Mr.  0/ie  moved  a reconsideration  of  the  bankrupt 
bill,  which  was  yesterday  indefinitely  postponed. 

In  the  debate  on  this  subject,  v?r.  Jtviir,  of  N.  Y. 
said,  if  there  was  any  possibility,  on  a revision  of  die 
subject,  of  coming  to  a favorable  conclusion,  it 
ought  to  be  tried.  We,  said  Mr.  K.'have  given  to 
gentlemen  on  the  other  side  evidence  of  * willing- 
ness to  afford  relief  to  one  part  of  the  country;  and 
have  pas.sed  a ? ill  extending  a liberal  indulgence 
[to  t!ie  purchasers  of  public  lands.]  Even  in  regard 
to  the  large  and  embarrassing  debt  due  in  Alabama, 
there  was  a dispf>sition  to  afford  relief  He  refer- 
red to  the  extent  of  the  distress  which  demanded 
relief  from  the  bankrukt  act,  audio  the  manner  in 
which  that  distress  was  incurred,  to  shew  that  it  was 
eminently  entitled  to  the  favorable  consideration  of 
the  senate.  One  remark  he  would  add,  on  tlie  sub- 
ject— it  was,  that  for  the  3 years  succeeding  the  late 
war,  one  half  of  the  money  arising  from  iinpimta- 
tions  liad  gone  into  the  treasury  of  the  nation — the 
govermnent  lost  nothing--}  et  it  Was  these  very  im 
portations  that  brought  ruin  on  many  of  those  w’ho 
now  solicited  the  relief  of  this  act. 

Mr.  King,  of  Alab.  was  in  favor  of  a bankrupt  law, 
if  confined  to  the  trading  part  of  the  community.  He 
beleived  it  proper  to  give  them  tlie  relief  asked  for; 
it  was  due  to  them  on  account  of  the  debts  which 
they  owed  abroad,  and  which  no  other  means  would 
relieve  them  from;  aHd,>as  foreign  debtors  could  by 
their  bankrupt  laws  free  themselves  from  debts  due 
to  our  merchants,  justice  required  that  the  latter 
should  have  the  same  privilege  when  misfortunes 
rendered  it  desirable.  He  could  not,  however,  vote 
for  a system  similar  to  that  which  had  been  rejeot 
cd, extendingit  to  all  classes — it  would  be  extreme- 
ly injurious,  if  not  ruinous,  to  the  planters  and  farm- 
ers to  be  subjected  to  the  operation  of  such  a sys- 
tem. 

The  question  being  taken  on  the  motion  for  re- 
consideration, it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas 
and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS— Mtssrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dirk-rson,  Elliot. Hunter,  King, 
of  Alab.  Kii-g,  of  N.  Y.  Latunan,  Otis,  Parrott.  Sao’llbrd, 

Stokos,  riehenor,  Trimble,  Van  D>k'-,  Williams,  of  Miss.— 17. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Eaton,  Gailbrd,  Johnson,  o!  Ken.  Johnson,  of 

*Soin  cur  copy — it  Ls  certainly  wrong;  poiisibly, 
1,500,000  dollars,. 


Lou.  Leake,  Logan,  Lowrie,  Macon,  Morril,  Palnxer,  Pleasants, 
Roberts,  Ruggles,  Smith,  Thomas,  Walker,  of  Alab.  Walker,  of 
Geo.  Williams,  of  Teiin.  Wilson— 19. 

After  some  ocher  business,  the  senate  adjourned 
to  Monday. 

April  3.  The  senate  resumed  the  consideration 
of  tne  bill  providing  summary  process  iorlhe  reco- 
very of  debts  due  by  defaulters,  &c.  to  the  govern- 
ment. 

An  amendment,  offered  by  Mr.  Barb<mr,  was  or- 
dered to  be  printed,  and  the  bill  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  resolution  submitted 
by  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Ky.  on  the  29i.i  ult.  to  er.quire 
into  toe  expediency  of  giving  to  the  district  of  Co- 
lumbia a delegate  on  the  floor  ot  Congress. 

After  some  remarks  of  Mr.  Johnson,  in  favor,  and 
of  Mr.  King,  of  N.  Y.  m opposition  to  the  moiion,  it 
was  agreed  to — ayes  15,  noes  14.  Mr.  Xing  thought 
that  this  matter,  as  one  of  delicacy,  should  first  be 
agitated  in  the  other  house — as  the  delegate,  if  au- 
thorised, svould  take  his  seat  there. 

Mr.  Xleascints,  from  the  committee  on  naval  af- 
fairs, communicated  to  the  senate  a document,  con- 
taining a plan  (by  lieut.  Rarnage,  of  the  navy)fop 
fhe  defence  of  the  commerce,  and  the  protection  of 
the  revenue  of  tlie  United  States  m the  Cuif  of 
Mexico,  near  the  river  Mississippi;  winch  was  read 
and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  senate  resumed,  as  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  the  bill  more  effectually  to  provide  for  the 
punishment  of  crimes  against  the  United  States,  and 
tor  other  purposes,  (to  revise  and  embody  in  one 
act  various  pei|iai  laws  of  the  United  States.) 

i’hebill — consisting  of  thirty -three  printed  folio 
pages,  and  embracing  a great  mass  of  detail— was 
read  through,  and  some  progress  made  in  the  consi- 
deration of  its  provisions:  ^hen 
The  senate  adjourned. 

April  4.  The  senate  were  occupied  almost  the 
whole  sitting,  and  until  a late  hour,  on  the  amend- 
ments reported  to  the  civil  appropriation  bill,  by 
the  committee  of  finance,  and  those  offered  to  it  by 
others.  The  bill  has  been  ordered  to  a third  read- 
ing as  amended. 

April  5.  The  bill  from  the  house,  making  appro- 
priations for  the  centre  buildings  of  Wie  capitol, 
w'as  passed,  with  an  appropriation  of  ^2,400  to 
make  certain  alterations  in  the  senate  chamber. 

The  civil  appropriation  bill  was  also  read  a third 
time,  as  amended,  passed  and  sent  to  the  house 
of  representatives  for  concurrence  in  the  amend- 
ments. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  more  effectually  to 
providefor  the  punishment  of  certain  crimes  against 
the  United  States,  (consolidating  the  penal  acts  of 
the  union)  when. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  IVilson,  made  on  the  ground  that 
there  was  not  at  this  session  time  enough  to  spare 
for  properly  considering  the  numerous  provisions 
of  this  long  bill,  it  was  postponed  to  a day  beyond 
the  session,  without  objection. 

'fhe  senate  then  resumed  the  consideration  of  thQ 
bill  for  the  better  organization  of  the  treasury  de- 
partment, (providing  summary  process  for  the  re- 
covery of  debts  due  by  defaulters,  &c.) 

It  was  finally  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading,  by  yeas  and  nays — yeas  28,  nays  8. 

Some  time  was  spent  in  executive  business — and 
the  senate  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  representatives. 

Thursday,  March  30.  The  bill  from  the  senate, 
furtiier  to  suspend,  for  a limited  time,  the  sale  or 
forfeiture  of  lands  for  non-payment  o-f  the  monies 


NILES’  REGISTEU--APRIL  8.  1820— CONGRESS, 


110 


clue  therefor,  was  read  a third  time — [And  finally  ] 
passed.]  ‘ | 

I'he  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole,  (Mr.  Campbell,  in  the  chair)  on  the  bill  from 
the  senate  for  the  relief  of  certain  persons  who 
have  paid  duties  on  certain  goods  imported  into 
Castine. 

This  bill  embraces  a case,  in  which,  on  the  re-de- 
livery  of  Castine  to  the  United  States  at  the  close  of 
’ the  late  war,  certain  foreign  goods  were  found  there  : 
and  duties  thereon  were  levied  by  the  collector  of 
the  United  States,  though  the  same  goods  had  pre- 
viously paid  the  duties  levied  thereon  by  the  Bri- 
tish autiiorities.  Most  of  the  persons  concerned  re- 
sisted tlie  payment  demanded  by  the  United  States 
officers;  and,  by  a recent  decision  of  the  supreme 
court,  they  are  exempted  fro  n the  payment,  on  the 
ground  of  national  law.  Some,  liowever,  did  pay 
their  bonds;  and  this  bill  proposes,  in  order  to  place 
them  on  the  same  footing  as  those  who  resisted  the 
payment,  to  refund  from  the  treasuiy  the  amount 
of  those  bonds. 

The  discussion  resulted  in  the  committee’s  ris- 
ing and  reporting  the  bill,  and  obtaining  leave  to 
sit  again. 

Several  bills,  chiefly  of  a private  nature,  were  or- 
dered to  a third  reading. 

Friday,  JMarch  31.  Mr.  A.  Smyth,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  military  affairs,  who  were  instructed  to 
enquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  for  the 
payment  for  a gun  and  gun-carriage,  taken  by  the 
enemy  at  the  battle  of  J^orth-Point,  on  the  12th  of 
September,1814,  made  an  unfavorable  report  there- 
on; which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Mx. Randolph  made  a motion  that  the  house  should 
adjourn — in  respect  to  the  day,  (Good  Friday) — 
negatived,  only  about  20  rising  in  favor  of  it. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Delisle,  Dudley,  and  Van 
Cleef,  being  read  the  third  time,  and  the  question 
stated  on  its  passage, 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefinitely  post- 
poned. 

[This  is  a case  in  which  the  forfeiture  has  been 
incurred  by  the  importation  of  six  domestic  servants 
(slaves)  by  a captain  of  a vessel  from  a foreign  port, 
he  being  officially  assured,  by  the  consul  of  the  U. 
States  resident  there,  in  writing,  that  there  was  no- 
thing in  the  laws  of  the  United  States  forbidding 
the  importation  of  family  slaves,  by  a person  im- 
porting himself  into  the  United  States.  The  bill 
proposes  a remission  of  the  forfeiture  thus  incurred, 
without  any  intent  to  violate  the  law.] 

The  motion  to  postpone,  brought  oa  a debate  of 
considerable  extent  on  tlie  merits  of  the  bill — in 
which  Messrs.  Slocumb,  Foot,  Settle,  JWLane,  Smith, 
of  Md.  Brunh,  Tomlinson,  Whitman,  Stores,  THmble. 
Jthea,  Fidler,  Taylor  and  Livermore,  took  part. 

The  question  on  indefinite  postponement  was,  at 
length  decided  in  the  negative,  89  to  67. 

A doubt  was  then  si^ggested  by  My. Barbour,  whe- 
ther congress  possessed  the  power  to  remit  that 
portion  of  the  forfeiture  which  by  law  accrues  to 
the  informers  or  prosecutors  of  the  alleged  offence, 
and  whether  the  bill  therefore  did  not  in  this  re- 
spect require  a limitation  to  that  portion  of  the  pe- 
nalty which  accrued  to  the  United  States. 

Hereupon  furtlier  debate  took  place;  and  a mo- 
tion was  made  by  Mr.  Pindeill  to  recommit  the  bill, 
with  instructions  so  to  amend  it  as  to  remit  only 
that  portion  of  the  forfeiture  which  has  accrued  to 
the  use  of  the  United  States;  which  motion  was  de- 
cided affirmatively,  by  a vote  of  64  to  52. 

Eight  bills  of  a private  irature  were  read  the  third 
time  and  passed. 


1 The  house  then  proceeded,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Bar* 
f boiir,  to  the  consideration  of  the  amendment  report- 
ed by  a select  committee  to  the  bill  to  amend  the 
revolutionary  pensi.-m  law. 

Several  amendments  were  proposed  and  negativ- 
ed-among  them  one  to  place  the  wavers  ylvA  sol- 
diers of  the  revolutionary  army  on  the  same  footing, 
as  to  the  amount  of  pension — for  it  62,  against  it  89. 
The  yeas  and  nays  were  as  f '.‘Hows. 

YE.tS-M  ws.  Alexander,  Archer,  Md.  irch  r,  Va.  Pall.  Bar-- 
■ btior.  Bi  fchfi-,  Brevard.  Brown,  Brya's  Bn  -on  Burwcll,  Caaip- 
hell,  Canao  V,  CoUb,  Cocke,  Cook,  CrafjR.  Cr  ' i . . Da- 

vfdion,  Earle.  Edwards,  ol'N.  C.  Floyd,  F Gross.  Pe^n.  Hall^ 
oi  N.  C.  H /.ard,  Hendricks.  Hooks,  ' teCo-, , McCreary,  AlcE,  an, 
of  Kell.  Marebaod,  M tcalf,  H.  M<w.  Ove;  tret-t,  P iik  r,  > Va. 
Pluiner.  Reed,  Rich.  Ricliaris,  Richmond,  Robertson,  R .-ss.  Saw- 
yer, Shaw,  SIoa‘  . Slocumb,  B.  Saiith.  of  Va.  S .it'u,  N.  C,- 

Southard  Stevens, Strong,  of  Vt.  Struher.  Swear.rjL’-ao.  Tarr,  Ter- 
reJl,  Tompkins,  fucker,  of  S.  C Walker,  WUliatsi,  of  NT.  C.— ft2.« 

NAYS— M-ssrs.  Abb  t,  Adams,  Alt  n,  of  N Y-  Ail  >,  of  Teuu. 
Afulerson,  Baldwin  Bat-.man.  Bayly.  Bloouili  o.  Bodeii,  Buish,. 
BinTusn,  Butler,  of  Lou.  Case,  Clagett,  Clark,  Culpepp*  r,  Cush- 
man, Darlington,  D;  witt  Dickinsou,  Dows-.  Eddy.  Edwards,  of 
Con.  Fay,  Foot.  Fori,  Forr-st,  Full<-r,  Fullcit;)-i,  H-jcki*  y.Hall, 
ofN.  Y.  Holl,  of  D.-I,  Hardin,  H'-)Sliman,  Hit  Hotees,  Hohetier,- 
Jones,  of  Va.  Jones, of  Tcnn.  K dali.  K'  nt.  Ki.-sey.  Kjiisiey,  La- 
ihiop.  Little,  Lincoln.  Lin-*,  Liv-.rn.-ore,  Lowndes  Maclay.  Mc- 
Lane,  of  DsL  Mailary,  Masoa,  M^-ech,  Meigs,  Mercer^  S.  Moore,- 
Montill,  Morton.  Murray.  Neale,  Nelson,  of  Mas.s.  Nelson,  of  Va. 
Newfon.  Parker,  of  Mass.  Patterson,  Philson,  Pintlall,  Pitcher,' 
Quarles,  Rhea,  Rogi  rs,  Russ.  Sampson,  SiLby,  Smith,  N.  J.  Smith, 
Met.  A.  Smyth,  of  Va.  Strong,  of  N.  Y.  I'aylor,  Tomlinson, Traev, 
Tyler,  Van  Reosselear,  Wallace,  Wenduver,  Whitman,  Wood— 89. 

Mr.  Caiiuon,  under  the  impressh-n  that  the  ser- 
vice of  the  militia  Had  been  of  as  much  impcn-tance, 
and  their  sacrifices  as  great  at  least  as  tliose  of  the 
continental  soldiers,  moved  to  amend  the  bdl  by  ad»» 
ding  anew  section,  the  object  of  which  was  to  em-r 
brace  in  the  provisions  of  the  pension  law  the  of- 
ficers and  soldiers  of  the  militia  who  actually  serv- 
ed for  months  during  the  revolutionary  war- 

Mr.  Hardin  suggested  that  the  proposition  of  the 
gentleman  from  Tennessee  was  incomplete.  He 
ought  to  have  connected  with  it,  provisions  for  si 
direct  tax  or  internal  duties,  which  vvoukd  be  the 
necessary  consequence  of  a measure  that  would  add 
full  five  million  to  the  present  amount  of  expendi- 
tures under  the  pension  act. 

Mr.  Cannon  said,  he  would  tell. the  gentleman,  if 
congress  went  on  with  their  present  enormous  ex- 
penditures, he  should  be  ready,  without  this  provi- 
sion, for  a direct  tax.  He  placed  his  motion,  he 
said,  on  the  grounds  of  equality  and  justice,  whichi 
appeared  to  him  to  sustain  it. 

The  moffon  was  negatived — only  5 or  6 rising  ia 
favor  of  it. 

Mr.  Campbell  moved  an  amendment,  that  no  ap- 
plication for  a pension  should  be  received  after  the 
first  day  of  .Tune,  1820.  N -gatived. 

Mr.  Strother  then  moved  to  strike  out  the  whole 
of  tlie  bill,  except  the  enacting  clause,  and  to  insert 
in  lieu  of  it  a provision  for  the  total  repeal  of  the  re- 
volutionary pension  law. 

Mr  S.  said  he  voted  for  the  law,  without  foresee- 
ing the  extent  of  its  operation.  Being  convinced, 
now,  that  its  benefits  were  not  equal  to  its  expen- 
siveness, he  made  the  best  reparation  he  could  to 
the  country,  by  moving  its  repeal. 

This  motion  was  also  negatived,  for  it  32,  against 
ii  122. 

Several  propositions  to  affect  the  general  amount 
&c.  of  the  pensions  were  negatived.  .Finally  the 
bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  read- 
ing. 

Saturday,  April  1.  Several  reports  on  private 
claims  were  received,  8cc. 

The  bill  from  the  senate,  apportioning  the  repre- 
sentation in  the  next  congress,  from  the  states  of 
Massachusetts  and  Maine,  was  reported  by  Mr. 
Holmes,  from  a select  committee,  without  amend- 
ment, ordered  to  be  read  a third  time,  to-day, 
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read  according'ly,  passed  and  returned  to  the  se- 
nate. 

Mr.  Randolph  moved  to.postpone  «/Zthe  orders  of 
the  day  to  take  up  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  wi- 
dow and  children  of  the  late  com.  Perry— -nega- 
tived, 58  for,  64  against  it. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  amend  the  revolutionary 
pension  law,  was  read  the  third  time,  and  the  ques- 
tion stated  on  its  passage. 

Hereupon  considerable  debate  ensued.  Differ- 
ent gentlemen  were  influenced  by  different  opi- 
nions, as  appeared  on  a motion  for  its  indefliiite 
postponement,  which  was  negatived  by  yeas  and 
nays  yeas  63,  nays  96. 

The  amendment  desired  by  Mr.  Barhoitr  w^as 
adopted  by  tlie  house,  by  general  consent,  and  ob- 
viated the  necessity  of  recommitting  it:  and  was,  to 
insert  a provision  that,  in  those  cases  where  any 
persoji  who  had  relinquished  a pension  (as  many  in- 
valid pensioners  have)  to  take  the  benefit  of  the 
act  of  March  18, 1818/ should  be  excluded  from  its 
benefit  by  the  operation  of  this  bill,  the  said  person 
shall  be  forthwith  restored  to  the  pension  list  from 
which  he  had  been  transferred. 

The  bill  w'as  then  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

VEAS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  Archer  of  Maryland,  Arch- 
er ofVa.Ball,  Barbour,  Beecher,  Bloomfirld,  Brevard.  Brown,  Bry- 
an, Burton,  Burwt  H,  Butlf  r,  of  N H.  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Craw- 
ford, CroweH,  Culpepper  Cutbl;ert,  Darlington,  Davidson,  Dick- 
inson Earle,  Eddy.  Edwards,  of  N.C.  Fisher,  Floyd,  Folger,  Boot, 
Forrest,  Fullerton,  Garnett,  Hall, of  N.  Y.  Hazard.  Hendricks,  Her- 
rick, Hooks,Hostetter,  Jones,  of  Ten.  .Tones  of  Va.  Kins?  y,  Lowndes, 
Lyman,  Maclay,  McCoy,  M’Lean,  of  Ken,  Metcalf,  N >wton,  Over- 
street,  Parker,  of  Va.  Patterson.  Philson,  Rankin,  Reed,  Rhea, Rich- 
ards. Robertson,  Ross,  Rtiss.  Sa-mpson,  Settle.  Slocumb.  Smith,  of 
Md.  B.  Smith,  ofVa.  A.  Smyth, of  Va.  Smith.of  N.  C.  Southard, Stro- 
ther. Tarr.  Terrill,  Tomlinson,  Tom  kins.  Trimlde,  T ucker,of  Va. 
Tucker,  of  S.  C.  Tyl  r.  Warfield,  Williams  of  N.  C.-80, 

NAYS— Messrs.  Adams,  Allee,  of  Mass.  Allen, of  N.  Y.  Allen  of 
Tenn.  Baldwin,  Bateman,  Bayly.  Boilen.  Brush,  Ruffum,  Case, 
Clagett,  Clark,  Cook.  Crafts.  CidbretluCushniau.  Dewitt,  Dowse, 
Edwanls,  of  Con.  Edwards,  of  Penn.  Fay,  Fuller.  Gro.ss.  N Y. 
Gross,  of  Penn.  Hackley.  Hall,  of  Del.  Hardin,  HrmphiU,  Hibsh- 
mau.Hill.  Holmf-s,  Kendall,  K<*i)t.  Kinsley,  Latbrop,  Linn, 

Livermore,  McCreary,  Mallary,  Mason,  Meigs,  R. Moore,  S.  Moore, 
Monell,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Neale.  Nelson,  of  Mass.  Nelson, 
of  Va.  Parker,  of  Alass.  Phelps,  PindalL  Pitcher,  Humer,  Rich,  Ro- 
gers, Silsliee,  Sloan,  Stevens,  Storis,  Strong,  of  N.  Y.  Swearingen. 
Tay’or,  Tracy,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wendover,  Whitman, 
Wood.— 72. 

The  bill  w'as  ordered  to  be  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concuiTence;  and 

The  house  adjourned. 

[It  appears  to  us  that  this  vote  should  not  be  con- 
sidered as  conclusive  of  the  opinions  of  the  mem- 
bers generally,  as  to  the  principle  of  pensions  of  the 
soldiers  of  the  revolution,  in  need  of  the  same. 
Some  wished  to  abrogate  the  law  altogether,  others 
wished  it  to  stand  as  it  was — some  were  in  favor  of 
explaining  its  intent  and  meaning  more  cleai'ly,  and 
others  thought  that  the  provisions  of  this  bil!  were 
better  than  none — and  so  forth.']  Ed.  Rkg. 

Monday,  ApHl  3.  Mr.  Pindall,  of  Virginia,  offer- 
ed for  censideration  the  following  resolution,  in 
support  of  which  he  made  some  remarks,  referring 
to  the  current  report  that  an  act  of  the  description 
therein  referred  to  had  recently  passed  the  legisla- 
ture of  Pennsylvania: 

, Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
instructed  to  procure  and  transmit  to  this  house,  as 
soon  as  practicable,  a copy  of  such  late  act  or  acts  of 
the  Pennsylvania  legislature  as  prohibit  or  restrain 
the  justices,  aldermen,  or  other  magistrates  or  offi- 
cers of  that  state  from  interposing  in  the  apprehen- 
sion or  surrender  of  fug'itive  slaves,  [or  from  carry- 
ing into  effect  the  act  of  congress,  entitled  “An  act 
respecting  fugitives  from  justice  and  persons  es- • 
caping  from  the  service  of  their  masters,”  passed 
on  the  12th  of  February,  1 793.  ] 

Mr.  Maclay,  of  Pennsylvania,  suggested,  that,  if 
tbe  object  of  the  mation  was  only  to  obtain  a copy 


of  the  act,  the  latter  clause  of  the  resolve  was  unne- 
cessary—and  he  wished  to  see  it  expunged,  because 
he  did  not  think  tliat  any  act  had  passed  the  legis- 
lature, prohibiting  the  state  officers  from  carrying 
into  effect  the  act  of  congress. 

To  obviate  tills  objection,  Mr.  Pindall  consented 
to  modify  his  motion  so  as  to  omit  the  clause  with- 
in brackets,  at  the  close  of  the  above  resolve. 

The  resolve  was  then  amended,  on  motion,  by 
adding  to  the  end  of  the  resolution  the  words  fol- 
lowing: Provided,  any  such  act  or  acts  shall  have 

beenpassed.”  ’ 

Mr.  S.  Moore,  then  moved  to  lay  the  resolution  on 
the  table;  which  motion  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Stro- 
ther, and  it  was  negatived,  and 

The  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

The  committee  of  the  whole  was  discharged  from 
the  further  consideration  of  the  bill  for  the  relief 
of  certain  persons  who  had  paid  duties  at  Castine, 
and  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means  with  certain  instructions. 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Delisle,  Dudley,  and 
Van  Cleef,  providing  for  the  remission  of  a forfeit- 
ure incurred  by  an  accidental  importation  of  six 
slaves,  in  the  brig  S.ally,  was  read  a third  time;  and 
the  yeas  and  nays  on  its  passage  being  required  by 
Mr.  Tracy,  were  as  follow: 

For  the  bill,  85 

Against  the  bill,  73 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the'senate  for 
concurrence  in  the  amendment,  which  limits  the 
remission  to  so  much  of  the  forfeiture  as  accrues  t© 
the  United  States. 

The  hou.se  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Taylo^',  of  New  York,  in  the  chair, 
on  the  state  of  the  union;  and 

The  committee  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  following  resolutions,  which  were  some  dat'^s 
ago  submitted  by  Mr.  Clay  on  T uesday,  the  28th 
ult.  See  last  number,  page  95,  Mr.  C.  spoke  an 
hour  and  a half  in  support  of  these  resolutions  ge- 
nerally, and  Mr.  Loivndes  commenced  a speech  in 
reply.  The  committee  rose  at  a late  hour; 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Previously  to  the  rising  of  the  committee,  Mr. 
C/av  submitted  tlie  following  resolves,  with  an  inti- 
mation that,  should  the  businesss  of  the  house  per- 
mit, he  should  call  them  up  at  a future  day: 

; Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide  by  law 
a suitable  outfit  and  salary  for  such  minister  or  min- 
isters, as  the  president,  by  ai>d  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate,  may  send  to  any  of  the 
governments  of  South  x\merica  which  have  estab- 
lished and  are  maintaining,  their  independence  on 
Spain. 

Resolved,  that  provision  ought  to  be  made  for  rcr 
questing  of  tlie  president  of  the  United  States,  to 
cause  to  be  pre.sented  to  the  general  the  most 
worthy  and  distinguished,  in  hi.s  opinion,  in  the 
service  of  any  of  the  independent  governments  of 
South  America,  the  sword  which  was  given  by  the 
viceroy  of  Lima  to  captain  Biddle,  of  the  Ontario, 
during  his  late  cruize  in  the  Pacific,  and  which  is 
now  in  the  office  of  the  department  of  state,  with 
the  expression  of  the  wish  of  the  congress  of 
the  United  States  that  it  may  be  employed  in  the 
support  and  preservation  of  the  liberties  and  inde- 
pendence of  his  country^ 

The  house  adjourned  at  5 o’clock. 

Tuesday,  April  4.  Mr.  Smiih,  of  Maryland,  from 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  to  which  was 
yesterday  recommitted,  witli  instructions,  the  bill 
from  the  senate  “for  the  relief  of  certain  persons 
w'ho  have  paid  duties  on  goods  imported  into  Gas- 
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tine,”  reported  the  st\iae  with  Hoienddients;  whjch, 
witii  vlie  bill,  were  ordered  to  lie  on  t!ie  table. 

, Mr.  Aiultirson  submitted  for  coa«*ideratio5i  the  fol- 
lowing’ resolution: 

Jicsolvexlf  Tiiat  a sum  not  exceeding  one  hun- 
dred thousand ilollars  be  appropriated  for  the  pur- 
chase of  stock  in  the  Kentucky -Ohio  canal  coinpany, 
engaged  for  the  purpose  of  cutting  a canal  around 
the  fails  oftne  Ohio  river,  at  Louisvdle. 

file  resolution  was  read,  ana  a motion  was  made 
that  it  be  committed  to  tho  committee  of  the  whole 
to  which  is  committed  the  bill  providing  for  the 
preservation  and  repair  of  the  Cumberland  road. 
[Agreed  lo]. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Fuller^  it  was 

Resolved,  'fhat  the  committee  on  the  judiciary  be 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediericy  of  pro- 
viding by  law  for  the  investigation  of  the  claims  of 
individuals  upon  the  United  States,  by  petitio-i  of 
riqhi^  or  other  proper  process,  in  the  district  or  cir- 
cuit courts,  or  in  some  tribunal  to  be  established 
for  that  purpose,  so  as  to  ensure  a speedy  decision 
ofsuch  claims,  upow  the  principles  of  justice  and 
equity. 

The  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  M r.  Tay/er  in  the  chair,  on  the 
resolutions  submitted  by  Mr.  Clay,  respecting  the 
treaty-making  power,  and  pariicularly  respecting 
the  treaty  with  Spain,  yet  nnratified  by  Spain. 

Mr.  Lowndes  concluded  his  remarks,  going  to 
shew  why  the  resolutions  should  not  be  acted  on. 
He  spoke  for  about  half  an  hour. 

Messrs.  Archer  and  . rimble  supported  the  re- 
solves-Messvs.  Anderson,  Rhea  and  Brush  spoke  in 
opposition  to  them,  and  Mr.  Clay  rejoined. 

Wednesday,  April  5.  On  the  motion  of  Mr.  Mor- 
tov,  a committee  was  appointed  to  enquire  into  the 
expedievicy  of  providing  for  an  earlier  commence- 
ment of  the  next  session  of  congress  than  at  the 
stated  period. 

'The  bill  (as  amended),  for  the  relief  of  certain 
persons  at  Castine,  was  ordered  to  be  read  a third 
time. 

Much  time  was  spent  in  considering  the  amend- 
ments of  the  senate  to  the  annual  military  appro- 
priation bill. 

['5'here  are  two  amendments:  the  first  increasing 
the  appropriation  for  clothing  from  300,000  to 
430,000  dollai-s; — and  the  second  increasing  that 
for  tile  quarter  master  general’s  department,  from 
4j“0,000  to  500,000  doHafs.] 

Both  of  these  amendments  were  disagreed  to — 
there  seems  to  be  a decisive  majority  against  the 
prosecution  of  the  Missouri  expeditiwi  so  far  as  the 
inoulh  of  the  Yellow  Stone  river. 

TauRsnav’s  procekdixos. 

In  the  senate,  the  most  material  business  transact- 
ed this  day,  was  on  a bill,  reported  in  pursuance  of 
the  motion  of  Mr.  King',  of  N.  Y.  on  the  14th  nit.  in 
relation  to  the  British  colonial  trade  -which,  after 
debate,  was  laid  over  until  to-morrow. 

The  engrossed  liill  for  the  better  organization  of 
the  treasury  department,  was  passed — ^19  to  9. 

In  the  hoirse  of  representatives,  a good  deal  of 
business  was  transacted,  but  nothing  of  much  ge- 
neral importance  done.  The  details  hereafter. 


CILlONirM.E. 

Henry  SMiddleton,  of  South  Carolina,  formerly  go 
vernor,  and  recently  a member  of  congress,  fro  . 
that  state,  lias  been  appointed  by  the  presiden 


with  the  consent  of  the  senate,  to  be  envoy  extra- 
ordinary and  minister  plenipot-ntiary  to  the  court 
of  Russia,  in  the  place  of  Mr.  Campbell,  resigned. 

Fires.  The  new  theatre  at  Bliiladelplm*,  amig'h- 
ty  pile  of  buildings,  witii  its  contents,  wasent  re- 
!y  consumed  on  Sunday  night  last,  i'he  progress 
of  the  flames  was  so  rapid  and  the  heat  so  intense., 
that  ail  efforts  to  save  it  were  fruitless.  Several 
adjacent  houses  were  much  injured.  I here  must 
have  been  a vast  body  of  flame.  It  seem.s  indubi- 
table that  this  was  tiie  work  of  an  incendiary — the 
lire  was  put  to  an  adjoining  building,  which  commu- 
nicated with  the  theatre. 

A valuable  building,  at  Georgetown,  Dictrict  of" 
Col.  occupied  by  maj.  .John  Beter,  and  owned  by 
H.  Foxall,  esq.  was  consumed  by  Are  on  Saturday- 
night  last,  with  its  contents.  Aggregate  loss  esti- 
mated at  f om  20  to  25,O00  ilollars. 

United  States  hank  stock.  In  the  Ri:nisrr,R  of 
Sept.  18,  1819 — see  last  volume,  page  33,  we  pub- 
lished a curious  article  headed  ^^how  to  get  it  itp  the 
ladder,''’  in  which  the  stock  of  this  bank,  as  report- 
ed daily  in  the  newspapers,  was  laughably  raised 
up  to  par,  without,  except  in  one  solitary  case,  its 
being  even  said  tliat  a sale  iiad  been  eflected! — The 
present  quoted  price  of  the  slock  is  from  92^  to 
94 — what  the  real  price  is  we  do  not  know.  The 
Ncitio.iai  Intelligencer  expresses  surprise  at  this 
depression  of  price,  seeing  that  the  U.  S.  six  per 
cent,  stocks  are  at  four  per  cent  ARorr.  par. — 

We  do  not  discover  any  reason  for  surprise  in  this, 
for  reasons  that  must  be  familiar  to  every  body, 
though  the  United  States  must  pay  753,000  dollars 
to  the,  bank,  as  interest  on  our  5 per  cent,  stock  in  it, 
“for  nothing  at  all.” 

Heath  v>arra?its,{ov  the  execution  of  John  F.  Fer- 
guson and  Isi'ael  Uenny,  two  of  the  per.sons  con- 
victed of  piracy  and  now  conflned  in  Baltimore 
jail,  have  been  received  by  the  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Maryland.  They  are  to  be  executed  on  the 
13th  inst. 

The  stea?n  boat  Columbus  from  New  Orleans  to 
Shippingport,  w'as  lately  perforated  by  a snag,  and 
saved  from  sinking  by  having  a snag  room,  which 
apartment  was  only  filled  witii  water. 

A Montreal  paper  gives  a report,  that  five  com- 
panies of  the  60th  regiment,  aGQuebec,  and  alike 
force  from  v^ontreal,  are  to  proceed  to  the  Isle  of 
Noix,  to  increase  the  fortifications  commenced  by 
the  United  Slates. 

qT/’ At  the  last  rneeti ng  of  T/ie  Cohemivan  Institute^ 
some  valuablefspecimens  ox  American  plants,  beauti- 
fully preserved,  were  presented  by  Dr.  Darlington, 
a representative  in  congress  from  Pennsylvania; 
and  several  fine  specimens  of  American  minerals., 
chiefly  collected  in  the  valley  of  the  Mississippi,  by 
.Mr.  Schoolcraft,  the  ingenious  author  of  a work 
which  lias  lately  appeared  on  the  lead  mines  of  Mis- 
souri and  natural  history,  &c.  of  the  western  coun- 
try. 

A great  voyatre.  Tlie  steam  boat  Manhattan,  has 
arrived  a Sliawneetown,  Illinois,  from  New  York, 
•with  a cargo  of  goods.  Freight  from  New  York, 
ttiree  dollars  yier  cwt. 

Indian  treaty.  A tre  aty  between  the  U.  States^ 
,md  the  Chippewa  nation  of  Indians  has  been  rati- 
fied by  the  president  and  senate  It  cedes  a large 
tract  of  land  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,  making 
however,  many  reservationsin  favorof  certain  chiefs. 
In  consideration  of  this  cession  the  tribe  isto  receive 
in  annuity  of  Q^IOOQ  in  silver,  forever. 
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CAJE.  PAST THE  PRESENT EOH  THK  FUTUUE, 


EDITED  AND  PUDLISHED  BT;  H.  NIMiS,  AT  ^5  PEK  AiwNUM,  PAYABLE  IN  ADVANOE, 


(Tj’Thoug'h  we  are  assisted  by  a Supplement  of 
eight  pag’es  this  week,  a great  many  articles  which 
M e Were  desirous  to  have  inserted  in  this  publica- 
tion, are  still  postponed. 

^ letter  from  -‘A  former  correspondent,”  has  been 
attended  to,|Kn  a way  that  probably  'will  be  most 
efbcient  to  correct  the  abuses  complained  of.  The 
subject  shall  be  kept  in  memory. 

7)ehrcte  on  the  J\^issoUri  question^  This  debate 
shall  be  preserved  in  the  Register,  as  originall}' 
proposed.  Not  more  than  two  of  the  speeches 
which  we  have  supposed  would  give  the  best  views 
of  both  sides  of  the  subject,  have  )'et  been  pub- 
lished in  the  JVational  Intelligencer — overburthened 
us  it  is  with  matter,  and  hard-pressed  to  get  along 
with  the  current  things  of  the  times.  Nor  indeed, 
have  we  room  at  present  to  insert  the  debate,  even 
if  the  desired  speeches  were  at  hand. 

Gen.  Vives,  the  new  Spanish  minister,  arrived  at 
Washington  on  Sunday  last,  presented  himself  at 
the  ofRce  of  the  secretary  of  state  on  'I'uesday,  and 
was  received  in  his  official  capacity.  The  Wash- 
ington City  Gazette  says — “It  is  reported  thaf  he  is 
the  bearer  of  the  ratification  of  the  Spanish  treaty, 
Ceding  tlie  Floridas  to  us — and  that  the  explana- 
tions required  are  very  unimportant.” 

The  “CAUCUS.”  We  were  as  sorry  to  see  this 
awkward  work  naturalized hy  a “demi-semi”  official 
publication  of  a member  of  congress,  inserted  in 
our  last  paper,  as  to  observe  tliat  any  one  enter- 
tained the  idea  of  perpetuating  an  unwaiTantable 
method  ©f  attempting  to  impose  a president  and 
vice  president  on  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
When  nominations  are?ic;eessary,— (and  Ithiukthat 
they  have  been  necessary  and  may  be  so  again),  it  is 
to  be  hoped  that  they  will  not  be  made  by  members 
of  congress.  Let  these,  like  Ciesar’s  wife,  be  not  only 
pure  but  unsuspected. 

We  are  truly  glad  that  the  proposed  “caueus” 
has  completely  failed.  The  following  miserable 
accounts  of  the  affair  is  from  the  National  Intelli- 
gencer. We  agree  in  acquitting  gen.  Smith  of  any  si- 
nister view  in  calling  it— but  have  seen  it  mentioned 
in  some  of  the  newspapers,  that  it  was  the  design 
of  certain  persons  to  have  given  to  both  officers  one 
geographical  location,  by  which  it  is  probable  that 
the  re-election  of  Mr.  Montoe  might  have  been  ha- 
zarded,  though  no  person,  (as  we  have  heard  of) 
had  been  contemplated  to  run  against  him,  on  the 
present  occasion. 

From  the  JMational  Iitelligeyrcer  of  the  \0th  inst.  We 
have  not  received,  from  authority,  any  account  of 
what  took  place  at  the  meeting  of  members  of  con- 
gress on  Saturday  last,  convened,  by  public  notice, 
for  the  purpose  of  considering  the  expediency  of 
mauing  a nomination  of  suitable  persons  as  candi- 
dates for  the  presidency  and  vice  presidency  of  the 
United  States.  We  learn,  generally,  that  the  meet- 
ing was  thin,  about  fifty  members  only  being  pre- 
sent. I he  evening  indeed  was  one  of  the  most  un- 
favorable for  the  meeting  that  could  be  imagined, 
pouring  rain  the  whole  time.  Mr.  JYelsov,  of  Vlr’ 
ginia,  was  called  to  the  ahair;  and  it  was  det-erniin- 
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ed,  in  effect,  but  in  what  form  we  know  net,  tl.atit 
was  inexpedient  for  the  members  then  assciiibied  to 
proceed  to  make  a nomination. 

From  the  same  of  the  IXtIu  In  pimsuanec  of  the 
invitation  published  in  the  Intelligencer  oftiiecUi 
instant,  a number  of  the  members  of  both  hou.iesot* 
congress  having  assembled  in  the  hail  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  the  following  resolutions  were 
submitted,  anti  agroed  to  without  opposition 

Tliat  this  meeting  deem  it  not  necessa- 
ry to  proceed  to  the  recommendation  of  suitable 
persons  to  fill  the  offices  of  president  and  vice  pre- 
sident of  the  United  States. 

Resolved)  That  tliis  meeting  be  adjourned,  sine 
die. 

'Fhe  following  are  the  remarks  of  the  editors.  Above* 
our  readers  have,  from  the  proper  authority,  an  ac- 
count of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting' of  niein- 
'bers  of  congress  on  Saturday  evening  irst.  We 
will  add  notliingto  but  that,  we  undersland,  the 
delegations  from  several  of  the  states  iieli  separate 
meetings  in  the  course  of  Saturday,  and  determin  ■ d 
not  to  attend  the  ineetisg.  For  exainple.i  we  have, 
understood  that  no  member  was  pre.seut;  froi.i 
North  Carolina  or  Pennsylvania;  two  mily  from  Vir- 
ginia, and  one  or  two  from  Mas.sachusclts.  It  is  not 
believed,  however,  that  hostility  to  the  practice  of 
making  nominations  was  tiie  only  motive  which  led 
to  this  determination. 

Some  have  imputed  blame  to  the  g'entleman  who 
called  this  meeting — very  unjustly,  in  our  view.  He 
was,  we  know,  urged  to  do  it  by  some  among  the 
most  respectable  members  of  congross;  and,  ac- 
cording to  u.^age—if  precedent  governs  in  a case, 
the  very  existence  of  which  depends  on  precedent 
— he  could  not  well  have  declined  a compliance 
with  such  a request  as  was  made.  The  character  of 
gen.  Smith  is  a sufficient  guarantee  for  the  correct- 
ness of  his  intentions. 

Probable  population.— M.  Lyon,  (col.  Matthew 
it  is  pre.sumed),  has  addressed  a long  letter 
to  me,  through  the  Lexington  ‘Reporter,’  on  the  arti- 
cle which  appeared  in  the  Register  of the  26th  Feb. 
under  the  head  of  “Compromise  on  the  Missouri 
Question.” 

I have  not  room  to  insert  this  letter  just  now,  nor 
time  to  point  out  the  mistakes  into  which  I think 
col.  Lyon  has  fallen.  At  a season  of  more  leisure 
I may  take  it  up  again — for,  though  the  question  is 
decided,  the  effect  of  slavery  on  the  free  population 
of  a country  is  a matter  well  worth  enquiring  into. 
The  colonel  is  opposed  either  to  compromise  or  re- 
striction, and  makes  it  out  that  the  slave-holding 
states  have  increased  faster  in  their  white  popula- 
tion  than  the  non  slave-holding  slates — the  reverse 
of  what  believe  is  the  fact.  The  difference  between 
us,  in  this  respect,  appears,  chiefly  to  arise  from  our 
different  views  of  the  force  and  current  of  emigra- 
•tioiijon  the  increased  numbers  in  the  new  state.s,  Ccc. 
Col.  Lyon  professes  himself  a warm  friend  to  eman- 
cipation, but  believes  that  the  dispersion  of  tiie 
slave  population  is  expedient, and  beneficial  to  them 
and  the  free  whites. 

Alabama,.  The  legislature  of  this  state  h.ave 
passed  an  act  makinj-  it  G>%atory  on  the  captain 
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of  every  company  of  militia,  to  cause  a complete 
list  of  all  the  male  persons  within  his  district  liable 
to  perform  patrole  (iuty,  (in  which  are  included  all 
persons  who  hold  slaves,  except  those  who  are  en- 
sig-ns  and  above  that  grade  in  military  rank),  a par- 
ty  of  whom  shall  serve  in  rotation,  two  detachments 
at  a time,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  “to  visit  all  negro 
quarters,  all  places  suspected  of  entertaining  un- 
lawful assemblies  of  slaves,  or  other  disorderly 
persons  unlawfully  assembled,”  and  to  take  them 
before  a justice  of  the  peace,  &,c.  Heavy  fines  are 
enacted  for  hou-compliance,  personally  or  by  sub- 
stitute. Thus,  already  does  this  young  stat?  appear 
to  be  endangered  by  the  “diffusion  of  the  slaves;” 
and  we  arc  told  by  the  editor  of  the  “Blakeley  Sun” 
that  this  law  is  of  “great  importance” — tliat  “every 
citizen  is  concerned  in  its  execution,”  &c.  What 
a pity,  that  even  the  pretence  of  a necessity  for  such  a 
law  should  existl 

The  navy.  Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may 
exist  a-s  tc>  the  extent  to  which  our  naval  establish- 
ment shall  proceed,  (though  it  is  evidently  the  na- 
tional will  that  it  shoHild  be  respectable),,  it  must 
needs  l>e  the  desire  of  every  reflecting-  citizen  to 
rende  r it  Tliis  is  true  economy  in  all  re- 

spects. It  is  much  cheaper  for  the  United  States 
to  build  a ship  of  the  best  quality,  that  will  last  for 
many  years,  than  to  build  one  at  a less  amount  of 
cost,  which  will  perish  in  a short  time  — the  repairs 
of  the  latter  begin,  also,  to  be  extensive  in  two  or 
tliree  years,  and  finally  amount  to  almost  as  much 
annualli)  as  the  vessel  is  really  worth.  A thing 
“once  well  done  i»  twice  done.”  And,  when  we 
have  a good  ship,  she  should  be  w ell  taken  care  of — 
not  suffered  to  decay  by  neglect.  If  our  vessels  arc 
sent  to  sea,  they  ought  to  be  completely  equipped, 
to  meet  every  contingency  of  storm  or  battle,  if 
possible,  that  they  and  their  crews  may  not  be  lost 
b}'  casualty  or  combat.  Apart  from  the  national 
feeling  deeply  interested  in  this  matter,  t is  truly 
a money-saving  affair,  that  our  ships  should  be  so 
conditioned,  if  practicable,  that  they  may  equally 
resist  the  “war  of  elements,”  beat  an  equal,  and  es- 
cape from  a superior  force.  Our  officers  and  sea- 
men, certainly,  cannot  be  surpassed  for  skill  and 
courage,  and  their  discipline  too  is  exceeding  exact; 
but,  “let  seamanship  do  all  it  can,”  if  the  means  be 
not  provided,  these  are  of  little  avail.  Cannon  are 
as  harmless  things  as  “logs  of  maple.*’  It  is  the 
of  them  that  renders  them  formidable. 

We  have  oftentimes  heard  it  said  by  those  who 
ought  to  know  the  merits  of  the  case,  that  the 
equipment  of  our  public  vessels  has  probably  arriv- 
ed as  nearly  at  perfection  as,  in  the  present  most  im- 
proved state  of  the  arts,  it  is  practicable  to  attain. 
There  is  “a  place  for  every  thing,  and  every  thing 
is  in  its  place.”  All  that  belongs  to  a ship,  from 
her  keel  to  a marline  spike,  her  mainmast  to  the 
bucket-rope,  her  42-pounders  to  the  smallest  wea- 
pon used,  is  laid  down  with  astonishing  perspicui- 
ty, as  to  dimension,  strength,  location,  &c.  And 
as  the  classes  of  our  navy  are  now  fixed,  w'hatsoever 
belongs  to  any  sliip  ofa  certain  class  will  equally  as 
well  suit  another  of  the  same  class;  and  the  seamen, 
if  transferred  from  one  to  another,  are  at  home  imme- 
diately— they  have  nothing  to  learn  but  the  names 
and  rank  of  their  officers,  i he  advantages  of  these 
thing.s  are  too  evident  to  need  remark.  And  it  is 
to  this  wonderful  equipment,  together  with  a per- 
fect knowledge  of  the  use  of  means,  that  we  are 
ii’de!>ted  for  the  sitigular  preservation  of  our  public 
ships  and  seamen,  liable  to  so  many  casualties.  The 
rules  to  keep  the  crew  in  good  health,  are  just  as  ex- 


act as  those  prescribed  for  battle.  The  result 
all  this  is,  thataay  yessel  belonging  to  the  United 
States  is,  at  all  times,  considered  a full  match  for 
any  other  of  the  same  class,  no  matter  how  sup^-riof 
the  latter  may  be  supposed  to  be  compared  with 
others  of  the  same  nation.  Every  vessel  that  we 
have  is  efficient^  and  emphatically  “counts  one,”  ex- 
cept built  for  temporai-y  purposes  on  tlie  lakes. 

The  skill  and  experience  of  our  officers  and  men, 
together  with  their  chivalric  courage,  but  partially 
assisted  by  general  regulations,  did  much  before 
and  during  the  late  war  to  give  our  navy  pre-emi- 
nence. But  their  various  opinions  produced  a sort 
of  insubordination  orqualifie-d  confusion,  as  applied 
to  the  navy  in  the  aggregate — which,  though  not 
productive,  perhaps,  of  the  loss  of  any  ship,  uiustne- 
cessarily  have  greatly  increased  the  labor  and  cost 
of  preparing  any  one  for  ser.ice.  “Contrvance 
is  half  work,”  and  an  imperfect  system  is  better  than 
none.  Our  system,  however,  is  t ie  resu  t of  the 
combined  talents  of  practical  men,  in  every  branch 
or  department  of  the  service,  collected,  digested 
and  arranged  by  the  navy  commissioners,  whose 
knowledge  in  naval  affairs  are  of  the  highest  order, 
and  whose  zeal  for  the  service  cannot  be  doubted. 
They  have  brought  to  their  aid  the  opinions  of 
others,  and  the  book  of  rules  and  regulations  for  the 
navy,  which  has  been  sanctioned  by  congress,  is  a 
monument  of  their  industry  and  talents. 

An  idea  of  the  precision  which  prevails  in  the 
naval  establishment,  may  be  gathered  from  the  ta- 
ble inserted  in  the  sxrrpLKMENTtb  the  present  num- 
ber, page  132,  shewing  the  proof  required  for  can- 
non before  they  are  received  into  the  service;  which 
we  have  given  as  a curiosity  that  will  not  fail  to 
interest  a Targe  number  of  our  readers,  when  they 
recollect  that  a'l  else  belonging  to  the  equipment 
of  a ship  is  prescribed  witli  the  same  nicety  of  re- 
gulation. 

The  new  tautee.  After  being  postponed  for 
two  weeks,  we  present  to  our  readers,  in  the  sup- 
plementary sheet,  the  important  bill  lately  report- 
ed to  the  house  of  representatives,  by  Mr.  Bald- 
win, from  the  committee  on  manufactures.  We  do 
not  insert  it,  because  we  think  that  it  will  pass;’ 
but  to  present  a view  of  a system  which,  we  believe, 
would  do  incalculable  good  to  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  and  invigorate  their  government. 

I would  not  wrong  any  man  by  unjust  suspicions^ 
but  it  seems  to  me  that  a premeditated  design 
exists  among  certain  members  ofcongre.ss,  to  ivaste 
the  time  that  might  be  spared  from  tlie  ordinary  bu- 
siness of  the  present  session,  to  prevent  any  thing 
from  being'  done  in  favor  of  domestic  industry--as 
if  it  were  a political  scheme  in  some  persons  from 
a certain  section  of  our  country,  to  lessen  the  pros- 
perity and  consequent  power  of  those  in  an  ther. 
I am  sorry  that  I feel, it  my  duty  to  express  this  opi- 
nion. It  is  not  given  without  reflection. 

In  the  year  1817,  (see  Register,  vol.  XII.  page 
225),  we  endeavored  to  shew  the  distinction  be- 
tween statesmen  and  politicians.  The  first  regard 
the  good  of  the  whole,  the  second  the  interests  of 
a part;  or,  are  even  content  with  themselves 

into  some  pitiful  office,  or  in  obtaining  one  for  a son, 
brother  or  cousin.  When  con  gross  shall  legislate  by 
geographical  boundaries  in  all  great  cases,  as  they 
did  on  the  extreme  CAse  respecting  the  extension  of 
slavery,  the  union  will  become  as  a rope  of  sand  — 
and  it  appears  that  some  are  trying  to  rend«irit  so. 
It  is  unfortunate  to  all  of  us,  that  sucli  persons  have 
facilities  for  aciing  together,  that  those  opposed  to 
them  do  not  possess — because  one  acts  by  party,  the 
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other  on  principle.  When  party  prevails,  individual 
principle  is  oftentimes  sacrificed  to  it,  and  men 
give  up  their  honest  convictions  to  the  keeping  of 
others,  as  leaders.  But  when  the  propriety  of  a thing 
is  the  rule  by  which  it  is  to  be  acted  upon,  men’s 
opinions  will  differ,  and  it  is  no  easy  matter  to  con- 
centrate and  consolidate  them.  Every  statesman 
marks  out  a road  for  himself,  and  reflects  at  each 
step  that  he  takes;  but  politicians  go  in  crowds, 
and  leave  the  trouhlt-  of  thinking  to  their  head-men, 
who  contrive  the  course  and  call  on  them  to  fol- 
low! The  latter  will  yield  much  to  promote  the 
general  good;  the  other  will  gravrt  nothing'  that  is 
saidio  be  detrimental  to  his  party. 

We  have  always  held  an  opinion,  that  the  people 
of  the  United  States  possessed  a community  of  inte- 
rests, in  a very  remarkable  manner.  A late  “dis 
tracting  question”  has  shewn  us  that,  in  one  respect, 
at  least,  we  were  considerably  mistaken:  but  that 
question  issettled,  unless  some  fresh  cause  is  started 
to  revive  it,  with  ten-fold  animosities.  It  is  an  in- 
dubitable fact,  that  our  present  plans  for  raising  a 
revenue  operate  unjustly;  nor  is  it  less  certain,  that 
they  will  prove  insufficient  to  the  public  expenses, 
Unless  some  great  change  is  effected  by  which  the 
laboring  capacity  of  the  nation  can  be  brought  in«ro 
action.  The  great  consumers  of  foreign  goods,  de- 
prived of  their  usual  means,  are  compelled  to  ab- 
stain from  a free  use  of  them.  It  has  become  a se- 
rious affair  to  the  laboring  man  to  purchase  himself 
a new  garment — his  wages,  on  an  average,  do  not 
produce  him  half  so  much  as  they  did,  and  he  is 
continually  uncertam  as  to  obtaining  even  that. 
Many  of  the  mechanical  professions  have  equally 
declined-— as  an  instance,  though  our  population  is 
one  half  greater  than  it  was  ten  years  ago,  it  is  cer- 
tainly a fact,  that  the  printing  of  books  is  not  now 
half  so  extensive  as  it  w'as  then.  The  desire  to 
read  is  not  lessened,  but  the  means  of  purchasing 
are  denied — the  most  common  school  books  are  a 
drug.  Hatters,  shoe-makers,  and  taylors,  and  even 
blacksmitlis,  whose  Work  se<;med  to  be  indispensa- 
ble, have  lost,  in  general,  much  of  tlieir  former  bu- 
sinesses— from  a fourth  to  one  half.  'I  his  is  the  re- 
sult of  necessity— and  those  who  might  purchase, 
abstain,  in  looking  to  a fearful  future.  In  this  state 
of  things,  it  is  impossible  that  the  former  amount  of 
revenue  should  be  derived  from  imports,  which  is 
also  materially  affected  by  an  extensive  barter  of  the 
labor  of  one  man  for  that  of  another,  which  we 
knew  but  little  of  ten  or  twelve  years  ago.  W'e 
must  either  revive  the  industry  of  the  country,  to 
enable  the  government  to  rub  along  under  its  pre- 
sent system,  or  materially  reduce  its  expenses;  and 
the  latter  will  not  avail  without  a direct  tax,  if  re- 
trenchment, the  offspring  of  poverty,  is  pushed 
further  by  a mistaken  policy.  And  again,  a si/iril 
of  op])osltion  to  government  has  gone  abroad  — 
tens  of  thousands  are  consuming  domestic  goods 
for  the  sake  o\‘  political  principle  — they  will  not 
support  a government  that  does  not  support  them; 
they  will  not  contribute  to  a revenue  so  unjustly 
raised  and  so  severely  injui-ious.  All  these  tilings 
will  effect  this— that  those  opposed  to  the  cncou^ 
ragement  of  domestic  industry,  lest  they  should  be 
compelled  to  pay  a tax  proportioned  to  their  power 
under  the  constitution,  will  make  such  tax  inevita- 
bly necessary,  and  when  they" /ee/  it,  as  they  must  do 
in  the  present  want  of  circulation  for  money—L_, 
they  will  change  their  opinions,  and  give  us  their 
strength  to  find  employment  for  every  man  wil- 
ling to  labor,  at  a fair  price.  So  we  do  not  despair 
— suffering  will  accomplish  what  lias  been  denied 
to  a sound  economy",  anffas  the  factbeconisg  evident 


that  the  interests  of  agriculture  and  manufactures 
are  not  in  opposition,  but  in  concord. 

While  on  tiiis  subject,  we  may  notice  a singular 
advertisement  which  appeared  in  the  (Baltimore) 
Federal  Gazette  of  Saturday  last,  a part  of  which  is 
asfollov.^s. 

“Missotmi. 

“Tb  southern  and  i.vestern  pla^iiers. 

‘^For  sale — One  hundred  prime  V rginia  born 
SLAVES,  the  property  of  a planter  w!io  is  contract- 
ing the  scale  of  his  business,  and  does  not  choose 
that  ALL  the  produce  of  h.s  land  and  labor  sJumld 
go  into  pockets  of  manufacturers  or  fund  holuers. 
These  slaves  wiil  be  sold  all  togetiur,  or  iii  families, 
to  suit  purcliasers.  Conditions — cash  and  removal^ 
not  souti:  of  the  state  of  Georgia.  The  condition  of 
tlieir  removal  is  for  their  own  accommodation. 

“N.  B.  No  proposalsfrom  any  slave  trader  will  be 
attended  to. 

“The  proprietor  of  this  property  would  give  a 
credit  to  any  rLAXTim,  oiir^ceiving  satisfactory  [i.  e. 
landed]  security.  No  bank  notes,  bank  stock,  six 
percent,  three  percent,  or  other  evidence  of  debt, 
public  or  private,  domestic  or  foreign,  will  be  re- 
ceived in  payment,  but  coin  or  bullion  will  betaken 
at  their  lawful  value  or  market  price  respectively". 
British  or  Portuguese  gold,  or  Spanish  milled  dol- 
lars would  be  preferred. 

“Applications  from  planters  in  person,  or  by  let- 
ter, postpaid,  addressed  to  the  editor  of  the  Rich- 
mond Enquirer,  in  Richmond,  or  to  the  editor  of 
the  Federal  Gazette,  will  be  promptly  attended  to 
and  answered.” 

(L/'  I he  advertiser  is  understood  to  be  >!r.  John 
Randolph,  of  the  house  of  repveseDtatives  of  t!ie 
United  States— we  venture  to  say",  if  he  for  him- 
self avoids  the  “manufacturers”  to  the  amount  of  J 5 
or 20  dollars ayear,he|will soon  pay  tothe  “fundliohl- 
ers”  several  hundreds,  per  annum,  m spite  of  all  his 
ingenuity,  unless  he  disposes  also  of  his  land. 

Since  the  preceding  was  written,  tlie  following 
was  receii'ed  it  iiappily  elucidates  some  of  tiie 
points  assuuied. 

FixAis'CiAL. — An  intelligent  correspondent,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  has  addres.sed  a letter  to  me 
on  tlie  state  of  our  finance.s,  in  substance  as  follows: 
By  the  passage  of  the  appropriation  bills,  it  will  be 
seen  that  congress  has  granted  nearly  all  that  was 
asked  for  by  the  diflferent  dejuu-tments,  with  a 
few  trifling  deductions;  yet  there  is  no  projtosition 
or  thought  of  assisting  the  revesme  by  direct  taxes 
or  internal  duties.  Money  musr  be  Ijorrowed  and 
the  people’s  laird  and  labor  pled.ged  for  its  repay"- 
inent.  More  than  millions  must  be  had,  or  the  ' 
government  will  stop  payment  before  tlie  end  of 
the  present  year.  'I  hey  talk  about  taking  a part  of 
the  s nking  fund  to  supply  tlie  deficiency — fidiaci- 
ous  idea! — the  Wmole  receipts  into  tiie  treasury  will 
be  insufficient  to  meet  the  aut’rorised  exjjei'ises  of 
government,  including  the  intere.st  on  the  puidic 
debt  and  the  reimbursement  of  that  part  of  the 
principal  which  the  national  faith  ispleclg'ed  to  pay. 
In  this  case,  how  can  an  appropriation  from  the  sink- 
ing fund  amount  to  any  thing — appropriation  is 
not  money.  'Vhat  which  is  not  cannot  be  given. 

Concerning  the  ‘sinking  fund’  and  ‘stirplus  fund,’’ 
about  whicJi  so  much  has  been  s-aid  by  rne-n  who 
ought  to  underscand  rf,e  subject,  our  correspondent 
intimates  that  he  will  speak  hereafter.  He  w^rn  ns 
us  not  to  be  deceived  by  tiie  last  named ‘fund,’  say- 
ing that  it  is  ‘a  nominal  account  on  the  treasury 
books,  and  for  tlie  purpose  only  of  closing  other.sj 
altogether  a creditor  account,  to  whicli  the  unex- 
pended balances  or  appropriations  are,  after  a. 
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mited  time,  carried;  whereupon  the  accounts  of 
those  appropriations  (if  there  be  no  subsequent  ap- 
propriations for  the  same  objects),  are  closed,  and 
the  appropriations  themselves  cease  and  deter- 
mine.* 

He  tlien  proceeds  to  shew  that  it  will  require  at 
least  nine  millions,  out  of  the  annual  appropriation 
®f  ten,  for  the  payment  of  interest  and  reimburse- 
ment of  principal  of  the  public  debt,  although  the 
commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  shall  not  pur- 
ohase  oiie  dollar  of  stock.  Speaking  of  the  re- 
venue  and  expenditures  of  the  present  year,  the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  says,  “after  paying  the  in- 
terest and  reimbursement  of  the  public  debt,  and 
redeeming  the  remainder  of  the  Louisiana  stock, 
about  tivo  million  Jive  hindred  thousand  dollars  o^t'  ihe. 
sinkingfund  will  remain  without  application,  if  the 
price  of  the  public  stocks  should  continue  above  the 
prices  at  which  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking 
fund  are  authorised  to  purchase.’*  This  statement 
is  presumed  to  be  bottomed  on  the  idea  of  all  the 
instalments,  then  due  on  the  Louisiana  debt,  being 
paid— vrhich,  however,  is  not  the  fact,  as  appears 
by  the  last  annual  report  of  the  commissioners  of 
the  sinking  fund. 

By  this  report,  page  30,  it  is  shewn- — 

1.  "l’l)at  there  remained  due  and  to  be 

paid  on  account  of  the  first  moiety 

of  the  Louisiana  stock,  in  1818,  ^259,?'50  00 

2.  That  there  remained  yet  due,  and 

to  be  paid,  of  the  54  per  cent,  of 
the  same  stock,  unpaid  on  the  1st 
Oct.  1819,  and  which  54  per  cent, 
amounting  to  ^2,601,817  15,  was 
payable  on  the  21st  Oct.  1819,  the 
sum  of  1,386,367  42 

3.  Tiiat  the  residue  of  this  stock  was 

payable  on  the  21st  ot  Oct.  1820, 
amounting  to  2,216,462  77 

Whole  amount  yet  due  on  the  I.ouisi-  — — — ~ — 
ana  debt,  ajid  payable  in  1820,  3,826,580  19 

4.  To  which  add  the  interest  on  the 

whole  public  debt,  at  least  5,200,000  00 

Making,  9,062,580  19 

Requiring,  as  aforesaid,  at  least  nine  millions  in 
the  present  year,  to  pay  tlie  claims  on  the  treasury 
on  account  of  the  public  debt,  exclusive  of  any  stock 
which  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund  may 
be  obliged,  by  its  price,  lo  purchase. 

He  then  goes  on  to  state,  that  at  least  five  mil- 
lions of  dollars  must  be  borrowed  for  the  service  of 
the  present  year.  He  expresses  an  opinion  that  the 
estimated  receipts  from  the  customs  will  not  be  re- 
alized— “it  is  impossible  to  continue  to  import  so 
great  an  amount  without  increasing  our  exports.” 
The  revenue  from  the  customs  in  1817  was  17  mil- 
lion— how  can  tliey  be  estimated  at  19  millions  in 
1S20?  He  supposes  that  they  will  fall  sliort  of  the 
estimate  by  not  less  than  two  or  three  millions;  and 
adds,  “be  this  may,  the  deficit  of  the  present  year 
\jjull  amount  to  five  millions,  as  stated.” 

Silver  mine  in  Ohio  ! 

ABDllESSy.l)  TO  THE  EBITOIl  OE  THE  ISEGISTEB. 

Zanesville,  March  27,  1820. 

“My  tieah  sit; — T embrace  this  opportunity  to 
perform,  or  at  least  to  attempt  tlie  performance  of, 

1 t'.e  promise  1 made  respecting  our  mining  projects 
in  tliis  vicinity,  'rhe  exact  date  of  the  origin  of  this 
minirig  speculation  I do  not  remember,  but  the  cir- 
cumstances are  tliose: 

l>Ir.  Samuel  Cbaudler,  the  owner  of  a farm  11 


miles  from  Zanesville,  had  iong  oeen  borr  g on  ais 
premises  for  salt,  in  the  course  of  which  a great  va- 
riety of  matter  had  been  successively  brought  to  the 
surface  of  the  earth  and  carelessly  thrown  togetner 
in  a heap,  and  exposed  to  the  weather.  Among 
those  who  occasionally  visited  Mr.  Chandler,  was 
a gentleman  well  versed  in  chemistry  and  somewhat 
acquainted  with  mineralogy.  When  this  gentle- 
man inspected  the  heap  above  mentioned,  h* 
thought  some  particles  of  it  resembled  silver,  and 
in  order  to  satisfy  himself,  he  collected  as  much  as 
he  could  rake  out,  and  carried  it  to  a silver-smithj 
who  put  it  into  a crucible,  and  presently  produced 
a lump  of  pure  silver— -at  least  as  pure  as  the  coin 
in  circulation.  'I'he  report  was  immediately  cur- 
rent that  a very  rich  silver  mine  was  discovered  at 
Chandler’s  salt  works,  and  in  a few  days  the  most 
interesting  particulars  relating  to  it  were  published 
in  the  Zanesville  Express.  Cupidity  being  tlius 
awakened,  a company  of  stockholders  was  formed 
— the  stock  divided  into  100  shares,  at  500  dollars 
each,  and  in  a short  time,  tliere  was  no  stock  tor 
sale!  It  had  all  been  engrossed  by  a few  of  the  most 
eager  speculators.  This  directly  raised  the  price# 
and  as  there  were  still  many  persons  desirous  of 
participating  in  the  expected  treasure,  the  most  ex- 
orbitant advances  were  demanded,  ft  was  noW 
confidently  asserted,  that  the  vein  of  ore  was  not 
only  rich,  but  6 feet  7 inches  thick,  and  it  was  <^sti- 
mated  that  a fund  of  5009  dollars,  raised  by  asse  ss- 
ment on  the  shares,  would  be  sufiieientto  defray  alf 
the  expenses  of  bringing  it  to  the  suid'ace.  Some 
proposed  to  bore  a-new  in  order  to  ascertain  the 
course  of  the  vein;  but  the  majority  of  the  mana- 
gers decided  on  sinking  a shaft  without  anyXurlher 
examination.  In  the  mean  time,  some  of  the  origi- 
nal stockholders  began  to  their  neigh- 

bours with  stock,  at  various  rates  of  advance.  One# 
possessing  5 shares,  sold  out  2 of  them  at  the  price 
of  the  whole  5 —that  is  tosa}%  the  purchaser  on  ob- 
tainingthe  2 shares,  engaged  to  pay  all  the  assess- 
ments on  5.  Another,  also  holding  5 shares,  sold 
2:1^  for  the  price  of  the  whole  5.  — While  these  appa- 
rent sales  were  going  on  here  and  at  Marietta# 
some  of  the  most  active  and  influential  were  des- 
patched  to  Colun.bus,  where  they  beset  the  legis- 
lature (then  sitting),  for  an  act  of  incorporation, 
whicli  soon  passv'-.d  the  two  hoTises.  The  company 
I understand,  is  now  busily  engaged  in  sinking'  a 
shaft  to  bring  up  the  hidden  treasure — otherwise, 
the  whole  business  would  probably  sink  into  obli- 
vion, for  scarcely  any  one  mentions  it  now-a-days. 

However,  since  the  establishment  of  this  compa- 
ny, another  has  been  recently  formed,  consisting  of 
eight  persons,  who  have  undertaken  at  their  own  ex- 
pense, to  penetrate  the  earth  and  rock,  at  about 
40  feet  distant  from  the  first  perforation.  They  are 
very  sanguine  in  their  expectation  of  striking  the 
same  vein  of  ore  at  a much  less  depth  than  the  for- 
mer, They  offer  no  stockfor  sale,  but  depend  entire- 
ly on  the  success  of  their  enterprize  to  reimburse 
their  expenses  and  fill  tlieir  coffers  with  wealth. 

On  the  first  rumors  of  the  immense  quantity  of 
silver  ore  found  in  this  country,  I began  to  lament 
it  as  the  greatest  misfortune  (without  exception), 
which  could  hefal  us,  but  my  fears  have  subsided. 

I no  longer  dread  the  probability  of  being  over- 
whelmed  with  real  money.  You  will  readily  trace 
my  fe^ars  to  the  disastrous  consequences  of  a su- 
per-abundance  of  the  precious  metals,  as  paralising 
the  efforts  of  useful,  homely  industry,  and  inducing 
habits  of  idleness,  luxury  and  dissipation.  But 
there  is  no  fear,  in  my  opinion;  some  will  play  and 
others  will  pay,  till  the  bubble  bursts,” 
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Bank  of  the  United  States. 

Attached  to  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury  on  a national  currency,  &c.  see  pa^e  7o, 
is  a g-eneral  statement  of  the  affairs  of  the  bank  o( 
the  United  States  in  the  month  of  September,  1819 

vve  have  now  a similar  statement  of  the  condition 

of  the  bank  in  November  last.  A brief  notice  of 
th‘  changes  that  took  place  in  these  three  months, 
may  be  useful  in  determining  the  progress  of  the 
institution,  &c. 


7,252,501 


31,226,128 

229,034 

7,937,515 

l,il3,558 

94,864 


Hr. 

y.mdecl  debt.  U.S.  various 
Louisiana  54  per  eent. 

Discounts—on  personal  security 
do.  on  fund /d  dt;bt 
do.  and  bank  stock 

Bills  of  exchange,  foreign  anddowestic 
Due  Baring,  &c. 

Oyer  drafts  „ „ . 

lleht  of  S.  Smith  & Buchanan,  George  Wil* 
liams  and  J.  VV.  McCulloJi 
Offices  of  discount  and  dtposite 
State  banks 

Heal  estate  and  permanent  expenses  780,99- 

Expenses  79,936 

Cash— viz.  defiaieueies  . 14o,454 

„ tes  of  the  hank  of  U.  S.  and  branches  10,582.  i47 

r — do.  of  state  banks  ’ ’ 

~ — Specie 


1,133,923 

3,254,479 


Nov.  1819. 
7.195,355 
1,852,578 
20,897.738 
146.797 
7,081,785 
1.410.003 
' 1.5.161 
208,120 

1,540,000 
15.699,951 
2,482,549 
818,964 
120,077 
230,898 
10,648,67; 
1,560,593 
3.  M 6.248 


Cr. 

Capital  stock 
Bank  and  branch  notes 
Dividends  unclaimed 
Discount,  exchange  and  interest 
Profit  and  loss 
Due  hank  and  offices 
State  banks 
Bftnikg,  Brothers,  &c. 

Pr  niiiums  and  damages,  ?^e. 

B;  s of  jix^ange  of  S.  Smith  & Buchanan 
Deposites— 

Treasurerof  the  U.  S. 

Public  offices 
Individuals 


89,464,100 

75,025,495 

34,973,8  8 

34;974,088 

34,392,258 

14,537.725 

33.814 

31,051 

465h88 

829.946 

1,104,942 

1,699,435 

32, '01.1 35 

15,488,251 

675,818 

1.006, 9“4 

142,040 

2,053,650 

43,410 

23,201 

37,355 

37,155 

1,097,163 

656,316 

1,765,800 

1,499,180 

2,6,31,453 

2,789,437 

.89,454,100  75,025,495 


Britlsli  Settlement  in  Illinois. 

The  country  inhabited  by  Mr.  Birkbeck  and  his 
associates,  has  been  represented  as  very  unhealthy 
r- perhapsj  with  the  view  of  preventing  other  emi- 
grants  from  joining  them,  who  might  otherwise  be 
disposed  so  to  do.  To  correct  such  impressions, 
we  have  been  requested  to  publish  the  following 
facts,  stated  on  the  authority  of  the  practi.sing  phy- 
sician  there,  and  which  we  rely  upon  as  being  li- 
terally true. — For  it  is  not  to  be  supposed  that  any 
one  pretending  to  the  character  of  a gentleman, 
w-:uld  subject  himself  to  a denial  of  facts  in  a case 
■where  the  truth  is  so  easily^  ascertained, 

The  population  of  the  E nglish  settlement  is  about 
four  hundred  --that  of  the  surroundiug  country  is 
computed  at  three  time§  that  number. 

During  the  first  12  months,  from  the  beginning  of 
October  1818,  to  the  end  of  September  1819,  only 
one  natural  death  occurred — an  infant  about  6 
months  old. 

In  July,  a boy  died  in  consequence  of  drinking 
whiskey,  unknown  to  his  parents, — aged  8 yejirs. 

In  "ept.  1819,  three  persons  died  in  24  hours — 
two  of  them  Irom  diseases  of  the  liver  of  old  stand- 
ing; the  other  an  elderly  gentleman,  whose  consti- 
tution had  been  much  broken  by  severe  attacks  of 
inflammatory  rheumatism.  He  died  of  a remittent 
fever. 

One  man  since  deceased  of  the  typhus — induced 
by  excessive  and  continual  intemperance. 

q'hus  67,r  persons  died  out  of  a population  of  400, 
in  the  space  of  sixteen  mont!is-~up  to  Feb.  1820; 
or  at  the  ra.i,io,  per  aiinwn,  of  one  in  94. 


Dr.  Price  makes  the  proportion  of  deaths  in  the 
following  places  to  be — 

fn.^Pays  de  Vaud,  1 in  45;  in  the  country  round 
Paris  1 in  45;  in  the  couuti’v  round  Shrewsbury, 
Eng.  1 in  3 >;  in  Berlin,  1 in  26^;  in  London,  1 in 
20  3-4,  in  Vienna,  1 in  19  1-2. 

When  • hese  statements  are  considered,  and  it  is 
also  recollected  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  settlers 
are  Europeans  just  arrived,  there  cannot  be  a doubt 
of  the  salubrity  of  the  country. 

The  prevailing  diseases,  it  is  admitted,  are  inter- 
mittent and  remittent  fevers.  The  former  is  found 
to  be  a slight  disease — the  latter  more  serious,  but 
not  attended  with  those  violent  billious  symptoms 
which  characterize  it  in  low  situations;  and  its  at- 
tacks are  very  much  confined  to  the  intemperate. 

The  nature  of  the  country  too,  it  seems,  has  been 
misrepresented  — it  is  said  to  be  level  and  flat  On 
the  preceding  authority  [Dr.  Pugsley’s],  it  is  de- 
scribed as  without  extensive  hills  or  vallies,  “but 
beautifully  rolling  — and  so  generally  does  this  fea- 
ture prevail,  where  this  settlement  is  located,  that 
a section  of  level  land  canMot.be  readily  found.” 


Execution  of  the  Treaty  of  Ghent. 

OFFICIAL  LETTKRS. 

To  the  senate  of  the  United  States : 

I transmit  fo  the  senate,  in  pursuance  of  their  re- 
solution of  the  1st  of  February,  a report  from  the  se- 
cretarv  of  state,  with  the  information  required  by 
that  resolution.  JAViES  MONllOE. 

Washington^  2od  March,  1820. 

The  secretary  of  state,  to  whom  has  been  refer- 
red the  resolution  of  the  senate,  of  the  1st  Februa- 
ry last,  requesting  such  information  relative  to  the 
execution  of  so  much  of  the  first  article  of  the  late 
treaty  of  peace  and  amity  between  his  Britannic 
majesty  and  the  United  States,  as  the  president 
might  possess,  and  which  had  not  heretofore  been 
comrminipaied,  has  the  honor  of  submitting  to  the 
president  extracts  of  two  despatches  from  He  mi- 
nister of  tiie  Uirted  States  at  London,  containing 
the  infonnation  desired, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

Department  ofSiatey  21st  March,  1820. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Rush  to  the  secretary  of 
state,  dated 

London,  January  21,  1820. 
pursuance  of  the  instructions  embraced  in  it,* 
I proceeded  to  name  to  his  lordship  (^Castlereagh) 
the  emperor  of  Russia,  as  the  sovereign  to  whose 
decision  the  government  of  the  United  States  desir- 
ed that  the  clifierence  between  the  two  countries 
respecting  the  slaves  might  be  I’eferred;  reminding 
him  of  the  provision  contained  in  the  fifth  article  of 
the  convention  of  October,  1818,  upon  this  subject. 
He  replied,  that  he  would  lay  the  proposal  liefore 
his  royal  highness,  and  furnish  me,  at  as  early  s 
day  as  in  his  power,  with  an  answer.” 

Extract  oj  a letter  from  Mr.  Rush  to  the  secretary  of 
state,  dated 

Londo7i,  Jan,  21,  1820. 

“I  received  a note  from  Mr.  Planta,  invdting  me 
to  call  at  the  foreign  office  yesterday  at  three 
o’clock.  I went  accordingl3^  He  acknowledged, 
on  behalf  of  lord  Castlereagh,  the  receipt  of  my 
note,  saying,  that  his  lordship  would  appoint  a time 

* Despatch  No.  IS,  of  NoV  IQ,  1819,  from  the  se'^ 
cretary  of  state  to  Mr.  Rush. 
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for  seeing'  me  as  soon  as  he  returned.  He  then 
proceeded  to  make  two  communicationSj  whicli  I 
lose  no  time  in  transmitting  for  the  information  of 
the  i>resid  nt. 

First,  He  said  that  he  had  been  instructed  by 
lord  Castlereag'h,  to  make  known  to  me,  in  general 
t(  rms,  that  his  lordship  had  already  taken  the  com- 
inands  of  the  prince  regent,  as  to  the  point  in  con- 
troversy between  the  two  governmenis  respecting 
the  slaves;  and  that  his  royal  highness  acceded  to 
the  president’s  desire,  that  the  true  construction  of 
the  treaty  of  Ghent,  in  this  particular,  siiould  be 
referred  to  the  decision  of  the  emperor  of  Russia. 

His  lordship,  desirous  that  I should  be  appris- 
ed at  once  of  this  assent,  would  not  leave  town 
without  leaving  the  proper  instructions  for  my  be- 
ing so.  On  his  return,  he  would,  Mr.  Planta  sub- 
joined, suggest  to  me  such  official  steps  as  it  ap- 
peared to  tiiis  government  proper  that  both  par- 
ties slmuld  take  to  carry  into  effect  their  mutual  de- 
sire. I shall  wait  t'lese  further  suggestions  from 
his  lordship,  and  have  the  honor  to  convey  them  to 
you  in  a de.spatch  the  moment  ihey  are  made  known 
to  me.  Meanwhile,  I will  apprize  Mr,  Campbell 
of  his  royal  highness’  assent.” 


Slave  Trade, 

1U105I  THE  G1.0UG1A  JOORJN'AL. 

E/xeciUive  depm  tmr.nt  Geo, 
Milledgeville,  March  18,  1820, 
The  following  extract  of  a letter  fromtlie  hon. 
John  Quincy  Adams,  secretary  of  state,  to  this  de- 
partment, with  the  enclosure,  are  furnished  for 
publication,  tor  tbe  purpose  of  preventing  the  pro 
curing  of  other  affidavits  from  base  and  unprinci- 
pled in.'uviduals,  as  in  tbe  case  of  the  affidavit  of 
one  James  Thompson,  a convicted  felon,  and  a fu- 
gitive from  the  New  York  penitentiary,  recently 
jirocured  by  gen.  D,  E.  Mitchell,  who  knev/  the 
baseness  of  Thompson’s  character,  and  at  the  same 
time  furnished  him  with  a license  to  trade  with  the 
Indians.  Whether  the  license  is  the  price  given 
for  tlie  affidavit  or  not,  I will  not  pretend  to  say; 
certain  it  is,  however,  the  objectin  taking  Thomp- 
son’s affidavit  is  to  invalidate  tlie  statement  of  Mr. 
Moore,  a man,  I repeat,  of  fair  character,  and  which 
ean  be  established  by  the  testimony  of  as  respect- 
able citizens  as  any  in  the  state. 

His  conduct  in  tiiis  business  is  far  from  being 
censurable,  except  indeed  he  should  have  taken  the 
original  letters  iiistead  of  copies,  he  having  the  au- 
thority of  gen  Mitchell,  delegated  by  captain  Wm. 
S.  Mitchell,  his  son,  to  search  the  desk  of  the  gene- 
ral. 

Well  dis]iosed  citizens  will  not  withhold  impor- 
tant facts  that  may  tend  to  a complete  develope- 
ment  of  this  nefarious  transaction,  and  thus  wipe  off' 
a foul  stain  from  the  character  of  our  state. 

JOHN  CLARK. 

[EXTRACT.] 

Department  of  state, 

Washington,  1st  March,  1820. 
liis  excellency  John  Clark, 

governor  of  the  state  of  Georgia: 

SiH  1 have  had  the  honor  of  receiving  your  ex- 
cellency’s letters  of  the  19th  and  20th  January  last, 
with  their  enclosures,  consisting  of  copies  of  reso- 
lutions of  the  legislature  of  the  state  of  Georgia, 
approved  on  the  8th  of  December,  1818 — of  other 
resolutions  of  the  same  legislature,  approved  on  the 
18th  of  December,  1819,  and  of  sundry  papers  re- 
lating to  certain  rilegations,  charging  gen.  D.  B. 
Mitchell,  agent  of  the  L.  S.  to  the  Creek  Indians, 


with  having  participated  or  been  accessary  to  the 
unlawful  introduction  of  Affrican  slaves  into  the 
United  States. 

These  papers,  conformably  to  your  desire,  were 
immediately  laid  before  the  president  of  the  U.  S, 
by  whose  direction  I have  now  the  honor  of  enclos- 
ing a copy  of  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war, 
written  to  gen.  Mitchell,  apprising  him  of  the  char- 
ges which  implicate  his  conduct,  and  the  necessity 
that  they  should  undergo  such  an  investigation  as 
may  ascertain  the  facts  respecting  them. 

By  that  letter  you  will  perceive  the  reasons  upon 
which  the  pres'ident  has  thought  it  not  advisable  to 
communicate  to  congress  the  documents  transmit- 
ted with  your  letter;  and  I am  directed  to  .recpiest 
of  you  the  transmission  to  this  department  of  any 
additional  evidence  which  you  may  think  necessary 
to  authenticate  the  facts. 

With  regard  to  the  resolutions  of  the  legislature, 
respecting  the  Africans  stated  to  have  been  unlaw- 
fully brought  into  the  port  of  Savannah,  1 am  di- 
rected to  as.sure  you,  that  the  existence  ofthese  re- 
solutions was  unknown  to  the  president  and  at  this 
department,  until  they  were  received  with  your  let- 
ter; that  the  president  duly  appreciates  the  spirit 
of  patriotism  of  the  legislature  of  Georgia,  manifest- 
ed in  their  adoption,  and  will  be  happy  to  g'ive  to 
them  every  eff'ect  within  the  powers  of  the  execu- 
tive of  the  union. 

In  relation  to  the  subject  of  your  letter  of  the  19th 
of  January,  and  the  resolutions  of  the  legislature  to 
which  it  refers,  I shall  have  the  honor  of  making 
you  a further  communicat'ion  hereafter,* 

I am,  with  great  respect,  sir,  your  excellency’s 
most  obedient  and  very  humble  servant, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 

[COPY  ] 

Departmoit  o f war,  26th  Feb.  1820, 

Sin — By  the  direction  of  the  president,  I trans- 
mit to  you  a copy  of  a document  which  accompani- 
ed a letter  from  governor  Clark,  to  the  secretary 
of  state,  by  which  you  will  perceive,  that  the  char- 
ges against  you  for  a supposed  connexion  with  cer- 
tain persons  engaged  in  introducing  African  slaves, 
have  assumed  a character  so  specific  as  to  time, 
place  and  persons,  as  to  require  an  early  and  tho- 
rough investigation. 

It  is  the  wish  of  governor  Clark,  that  the  docu- 
ments should  be  laid  before  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives, under  a resolution  of  that  body  calling  for 
information,  as  to  the  illicit  introduction  of  Africans 
into  the  United  States;  but  it  is  the  opinion  of  the 
president,  that  a charge  against  a public  agent  of  a 
character  so  serious,  while  it  calls  for  a thorough  in- 
vestigation, ought  not  to  receive,  till  the  truth  of 
the  charges  is  satisfactorily  ascertained,  that  sanctiop 
which  it  would  be  supposed  to  receive,  by  commu- 
nicating it  to  congress.  With  a view  to  ascertain 
the  truth  of  the  charges,  and  to  give  you  an  oppor- 
tunity of  vindicating  your  character,  the  copy  of 
t'ae  document  is  transmitted  to  you;  and  a reason- 
able time  will  be  allow^ed  to  you  to  collect  testimo- 
ny and  present  such  explanations  of  your  conduct  as 
you  may  judge  necessary  to  your  defence. 

In  the  mean  time,  no  opinion  will  be  formed  in 
relation  to  the  charges  against  you,  and  any  testi- 
mony and  explanation  which  you  may  furnish,  will 
receive  a full  and  candid  investigation,  with  a sin- 
cere hope,  lliat  one  who  has  received  so  many  marks 

*The  communication  hei'e  referred  to  relates  to 
the  claims  of  the  citizens  of  this  state,  for  property 
taken  by  the  Indians. — Editors. 
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public  favor  as  yourself,  may  appear  still  to  de- 
serve confidence. 

The  testimony  which  you  may  transmit,  will  be 
taken  under  oath,  before  persons  properly  quali- 
fied to  administer  the  same;  and  the  credibility  of 
such  witness,  whose  general  character  may  not  be 
known,  will  be  supported  by  the  affidavits  of  per- 
sons of  known  respectability.  You  will  furnish  this 
department,  as  soon  as  practicable,  with  a list  of  the 
names  and  residence  of  the  witnesses,  whose  testi- 
Uiony  you  intend  to  take,  with  a statement  of  the 
points  you  expect  to  prove  by  them  respectively. 

Governor  Clark  has  been  requested  to  furnish 
such  additional  evidence,  as  he  may  judge  neces- 
sary to  substantiate  the  charges. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  your  obedient  servant, 

J.  C.  CALHOUN. 

Gen.  D.  B,  Mitchell,  Indian  agent.  &c. 


Admiaistr-tion  of  the  Navy. 

OFFtCIAL  DOCUMENTS. 

! House  of  representaiives,  January  13, 182Q. 

Sir — 1 am  directed  by  the  committee  on  naval 
®xpeudiUiresto  obtain  from  you  the  information  cal- 
led for  hy  the  following'  enquiries: 

Wdiat  disbursements  have  been  made  under  the 
tjeveral  appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the 
year  1819? 

Is  the  annual  appropriation  for  the  increase  of  the 
navy,  yearly  expended,  and  if  so,  in  what  manner, 
particularly  stating  the  expenditure  under  the  ap- 
propriation since  the  passage  of  the  law?  Mig'ht 
this  appropriatio.;  be  --.iminished  without  detriment 
to  the  public  s-:rvice? 

Has  the  payment  of  moneys  due  from  public  de- 
faulters been  enforced,  as  faras  the  navy  department 
may  be  Concerned? 

Will  tile  adoption  of  any  measure  be  necessary  to 
add  to  the  economy  of  the  navy  department,  and 
the  accountability  of  its  officers? 

Can  a retrenchment  in  any  branch  of  the  public 
expenditure  in  the  navy  department  be  made  with- 
out injury  to  the  public  service? 

, What  is  the  number  of  officers  and  privates  of  the 
marine  corps?  Could  the  number  of  this  corps  be, 
with  propriety,  diminished? 

Who  performs  the  duties  of  secretary  of  the  navy 
and  privateer  pension  funds  - the  sums  paid  to  such 
secretary — out  of  what  fund  paid,  and  whether  his 
duties  could  not  be  performed  by  one  of  the  clerks 
of  the  navy  department,  within  the  hours  usually 
allotted  for  transacting  public  business,  without  ren- 
dering an  increase  of  the  clerks  id  the  navy  de- 
partment necessary? 

In  presenting,  by  direction  of  the  committee,  the 
preceding  enquiries  to  you,  I cannot  fail  to  accom- 
pany them  with  the  hope,  that  every  effort  will  be 
used,  by  those  who  immediately  administer  the  na- 
val affairs  of  tlie  nation,  to  introduce,  into  the  de- 
partment, in  all  its  branches,  a system  of  rigid  eco- 
nomy: This,  perhaps,  is  more  peculiarly  important 
at  the  present  period,  when  the  revenue  is  antici- 
pated to  be  insufficient  to  meet  the  expenditures  for 
the  current  year.  It  cannot  fail  to  escape  our  ob- 
servation, that  the  popularity  won  for  the  navy  by 
the  valor  of  enr  officers  and  seamen  during  the  late 
war,  can  only  be  maintained,  in  time  of  peace,  by 
exhibiting  that  branch  of  our  national  defence  as 
an  example  to  others  of  judicious  management. 
Sl'iould  it  become  characterized  as  well  for  its  eco- 
nomy,  as  it  is  for  its  efficiency  and  its  bravery,  a 
doubt  cannot  be  entertained,  but  that  it  would  be 
oherished,  and  that  its  growth  and  prosperity  would 


be  commensurate  with  the  increasing  populatioj^i 
and  growingresources  of  the  nation. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  the  greatoiSt  re- 
spect, your  obedient  servant, 

STEVENSON  ARCHER. 

Hon , Smith  I'ho^ipson, 

Secretary  of  the  navy. 

JSTavy  department^  Jan.20tht  1820. 

Str — In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  loth  instant, 
making  several  enquiries  in  relation  to  the  naval 
expenditures,  for  the  infonnation  of  the  committee 
of  which  you  are  chairman,  I have  the  honor  to 
state,  that  the  “disbursements  made,  under  the  se- 
veral appropriations  for  the  naval  service  for  the 
year  1819,”  are  herewith  transmitted  in  the  doqu- 
ment  marked  A,  in  a report  upon  that  subject  from 
the  fourth  auditor  of  the  treasury,  with  statements 
marked  B.  and  C.  shewing  the  amount  expended, 
annually,  under  the  act  for  the  gradual  increase  of 
the  navy. 

In  answ'^er  to  the  enquiry  “whether  the  appropria- 
tion forthe  gradual  increase  of  the  navy  might  not  be 
diminished  without  detriment  to  the  public  service,” 
f annex  the  copy  of  a letterlfrom  the  commissioners 
of  the  navy,  marked  D.  which  gives  their  views  of 
the  subject,  and  the  reasons  why  it  is  not  expedient 
to  diminish  that  appropriation,  under  existing  cir- 
cumstances, and  in  which  f concur. 

The  enquiry  respecting  public  defaulters  is  an-r 
swered  in  the  report  of  th«  fourth  auditor,  in  the 
paper  marked  E. 

It  may  be  observed,  respecting  the  enquiry,  “will 
the  adoption  of  any  measure  be  necessary  to  add 
to  the  economy  of  the  nav'y  department,  and  the 
aGcountabiiity  of  its  officers,”  that  it  is  believed 
the  operation  of  the  rules  and  regulations  recently- 
adopted,  and  now  before  congress,- will  produce 
economy  iu  the  expenditure,  by  limiting,  in  various 
instances,  those  objects  which  have  bereto'-u’e  been 
left  too  much  to  the  discretion  of  officei  s,  and  by 
regulating  all  such  allowances,  of  a contingent  na- 
ture, as  have  not  previously  been  fixed  by  the  de- 
partment; while,  at  the  same  time,  it  is  considered 
that  the  pay  of  officers,  as  established  by  law,  is  as 
low  as  is  consistent  with  their  respective  ranks; 
and,  as  regards  the  surgeons,  is  not  suffi-  ient  to 
compensate  the  arduous  duties  and  respectable 
talents  indispensable  to  the  safety  and  preservation 
of  the  many  valuable  lives  entrusted  to  their  care. 

The  accountability  of  pursers  is  better  secured  by 
the  increased  amount  of  their  bonds,  under  the  act 
of  congress  of  the  1st  of  March,  1817,  at  which 
time  it  was  submitted  to  congi’ess  to  increase  the 
bonds  of  navy  agents  to  double  the  amount  of  those 
of  pursers;  these  being  the  only  disbursing  officers 
under  this  department. 

in  reply  to  the  enquiry,  “can  a retrenchment,  ia 
any  branch  of  the  public  exoenditure  in  t!>e  navy 
department,  be  made  without  injury  to  the  puldic 
service,”  it  may  be  observed,  that  there  is  no  re- 
trenchment in  the  public  expenditure  which  re- 
quires a legislative  act;  but  all  such  as  can  be  made, 
in  the  exercise  of  my  official  authority,  and  in  di- 
recting  the  best  mode  of  economy,  shall  receive 
every,  attention  and  exertion  in  my  power  to  afford, 
compatible  with  the  good  of  the  service  and  the 
public  interest. 

As  respects  the  enquiry  in  relation  to  the  marine 
corps,  I annex  the  returns  made  by  the  lieutenant 
colonel  commandant,  with  a letter  from  the  adju- 
tant and  insjiector,  slating  the  strength  and  duties 
required  of  that  corps,  marked  F. 

With  regard  to  the  enquiry  respecting  the  eecre- 
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tarics  ot  the  navy  and  privateer  pension  funds,  I 
have  tO;  ( bscrve,  that  the  duties  of  secretary  of  the 
nav}  pens.wii  fund  have  been,  by  order  of  the  com- 
missioners of  the  fund,  always  performed  by  the 
chirf  cf.  rk  ufihis  department,  who  has  been  paid, 
for  ms  serv  .ces,  out  of  the  said  fund,  the  sura  of  two 
hvindred  and  hf.y  dollars  per  anniim,  as  authorised 
b}'  Lin  act  of  congi  ess  of  the  26tli  of  V arch,  1804. 
Tne  duties  of  se  cretary  of  the  privateer  pension 
fund  itave  been  performed  by  the  second  clerk, 

• who  I as  been  allowed,  by  tiie  commissioners,  outpf 
iiie  privateer  pension  fund,  for  his  extra  services 
and  responsibility,  the  sum  of  two  hundred  and  fif- 
ty dollars  per  annum. 

I'o  guai'd  these  funds  against  fraud,  and  apply 
them  beneficAby  to  the  laudable  purjioses  intended 
by  the  government,  much  care  and  vigilance  are 
yieoesfiary.  '1  he  uivt^stig-ation  of  claims  for  pensions 
is  laborious,  and  requires  considerable  ability;  and 
thattiiese  duties  may  not  be  suffered  to  interfere  with 
the  general  duties  of  the  department,  great  part  of 
wiiat  relates  to  the  correspondence,  claims  of  pen- 
sioners, &.C.  is  done  out  of  the  office,  before  and 
after  the  hours  usually  allotted  for  the  transaction 
of  public  business.  , 

1 fully  coincide  with  your  observations  relative  to 
the  n:.vy  generally,  and  the  means  of  preserving  its 
popuiiiiity — by  the  prudent  management  of  its  fis- 
cal operations;  and  no  effort  shall,  on  my  part,  be 
wantiugto  secure  to  this  branch  of  the  national  de- 
fence a continuance  of  the  public  favor,  which  its 
efficiency  and  bravery  obtained  for  it  during  the 
late  war.  It  may  not  be  irrelevant  to  the  subject 
to  observe  that,  out  of  the  annual  appropriations  for 
the.  support  of  the  navy,  since  the  peace,  large 
sums  have  been,  and  continue  still  to  be,  paid,  in 
in  tiie  seUiement  of  claims  and  accounts  for  con- 
tracts and  expenses  incurred  during  the  late  war, 
and  for  which  no  additional  appropriation  has  been 
Msked  for,  or  made  by  congress. 

All  winch  is  respectfully  submitted. 

SMITH  I'HOMPSON. 
Ilo'norable  Stevenson  Archer, 

, chairman  of  the  comwittee  on  naval  expenditures, 
ho'use  of  representatives, 

Siatement  of  the  commissioners  of  the  7iavy,  in  relation 
to  the  policy  of  diminishing-  the  appropriation  for  the 
gradual  increase  of  the  navy. 

IS'AVl  COMMISvSIONEHs’  OFFICE, 

17th  January,  1820. 

SiHi  The  board  of  navy  commi.ssioners  have  been 
honored  by  your  communication  of  the  l4th  instant, 
enclosing  an  extract  of  a letter  of  the  loth  instant, 
from  the  honorable  Stevenson  Archer,  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  naval  expenditures,  of  the  house 
of  representatives,  viy!:  ‘«might  not  the  appropria- 
tion for  the  grad inil  increase  of  the  navy  be  di- 
jninislied  without  detriment  to  the  public  service,”, 
and  requiring  their  attention  to  the  same. 

In  reply,  the  board  beg  leave  to  observe,  that  all 
the  live-oak  necessary  for  tlie  frames  and  other 
parts  required  for  the  completion  of  the  ships  au- 
thorised by  law,  lias  been  contracted  for,  and'the 
greater  ])art  delivered;  the  residue  is  now  cut  or 
hiilting,  and  will  he  delivered  during’ the  present  or 
early  in  the  ensuingyear;  all  of  which,  ])v  the  terms 
of  the  contracts;  is  to  be  paid  for  on  delivery.  I'liat 
the  g'rCater  ]>art  of  the  white  oak  and  pine  timber 
and  plank,  necessary  for  the  construction  of  said 
ships,  has  also  been  contracted  for,  and  a consider- 
able part  delivered;  tlie  residue  to  be  delivered  in 
the  course  of  the  present  year.  A large  projipr- 
tionof  the  irorp  and  nearly  aii  l^he  copper,  has  been 


contracted  for,  and  received  and  paid  for.  The 
latter  articles,  being  of  an  imperishable  natui-e, 
might  be  stored  and  kept  for  any  period,  without 
fear  of  deterioration.  It  would,  however,  be  subject 
to  misapplication,  which  experience  has  taught  that 
no  precaution  can  effectually  prevent.  As  regards 
the  timber,  the  board  can,  from  past  experience, 
speak  positively,  that  a large  proportion  of  it  would, 
in  a short  tinye,  if  exposed,  as  it  necessarily  would 
be,  to  the  influence  of  the  weather,  become  alto- 
gether unfit  for  naval  purposes.  To  obviate  this 
difficulty,  it  would  be  necessary  to  erect  store 
bouses  for  the  preservation  of  tlie  timber,  the  ex- 
jience  of  which  would  be  very  considerable;  and 
for  the  preservation  of  the  ship.s  now  on  diestocks, 
it  will  be  necessaiy,  if  the  building  is  suspended,  to 
erect  houses  over  them,  similar  to  those  erected 
over  die  shi]is  at  Sackett’s  Harbor;  and  this  item 
alone  would  render  an  expenditure  of  140,000  dol- 
lars necessary. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  existing  state  of 
preparation — the  piogre.ss  already  made — the  loss 
that  would  actually  ,occur  to  the  government — the 
length  of  time  that  it  would  require  to  reorganize 
the  different  yards,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  into 
effect  the  law  for  the  “gradual  increase  of  the  navy,” 
if  it  should  hereafter  be  required — as  also  the 
numerous  and  valuable  meciianics  in  the  various 
branches  employed  in  the  different  navy  yards, 
that  would  be  dispersed,  the  commissioners  are  in- 
duced to  believe,  that,  on  the  score  of  economy 
alone,  the  biniiding  of  tire  ships  should  not  be  sus- 
pended; in  which  case,  the  sum  appropriated  will 
be  necessary,  and  will  not  bear  to  be  diminished. 

1 have  the  honoi*  to  be,  &c. 

JOHN  RODGKRS. 

Hon.  S3CTTH  Thompson, 

Secretar-y  of  the  navy. 


Law  of  the  United  States. 

An  act  to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth  census,  or 
enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Unitigd 
States,  and  for  other  purposes. 

Beit  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa^ 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  America  in  cojigress  as- 
sembled, I'hattlie  marshals  of  the  several  districts 
of  the  United  States,  and  of  the  district  of  Chiluvn- 
bia,  and  of  the  territories  qf  Missouri,  Michig-an, 
and  Arkansas,  respectively,  shall  be,  and  they  are 
hereby,  authorised  and  required,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  secretary  of  state,  and  according  to  such 
instructions  as  he  shall  give,  pursuant  to  this  act, 
to  cause  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  within  their 
respective  districts  and  territories  to  be  taken, 
omitting,  in  such  enumeration,  Indians  not  taxed, 
and  distinguishing  free  persons,  including  those 
bound  to  service,- for  a term  of  years,  from  all  others; 
distinguishing,  also,  the  sexes  and  colors  of  free  per- 
sons, and  the  free  malps  under  ten  years  of  age; 
those  of  ten  years  and  under  sixteen;  those  of  six- 
teen and  under  twenty-six;  those  pftwenty-six  and 
under  forty-five;  and  those  of  forty-liye  and  u]i- 
wards;  and,  also,  distinguishing  free  females  under 
ten  years  of  age;  those  of  ten  and  under  sixteen; 
those  of  sixteen  and  under  ' twenty-.six;  those  of 
twenty-six  and  under  forty-live;  and  tliose  of  forty- 
live  and  upwards;  and  also  distinguishingthe  luini- 
hef  of  persona  engaged  in  agriculture,  commerce, 
and  manufactures,  respecti\ely.  For  eiTeeting 
which  tiie  marshals  aforesaid  shall  hav-e  power,  and 
tliey  are  hereby,  respectivei\-,  authorised  and  re- 
quired 1()  appoint  one  or  more  assistants  in  eacii 
couiii}'  uiiu  City,  iu  tiicir  respective  districts 
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territories,  residents  of  the  county  and  city  for 
which  they  shall  be  appointed,  and  shall  assig-n  a 
certain  division  to  each  of  the  said  assistants,  which 
division  shall  not  consist  of  more  than  one  county 
or  city,  but  may  include  one  or  more  towns,  town- 
slaps,  wards,  hundreds,  or  parishes,  plainly  and  dis- 
tinctly bounded  by  water  courses,  mountains,  pub- 
lic roads,  or  other  monuments.  And  the  said  enu- , 
meration  shall  be  made  by  an  actual  enquiry  at 
every  dwelling’  house,  or  of  the  head  of  every  fami- 
ly, and  not  otherwise.  The  marshals  and  their  as- 
sistants .shall,  respectively,  take  an  oath  or  affirma- 
tion before  some  judge  or  ju.stice  of  the  peace,  resi- 
dent within  their  respect! /e  districts  or  territories, 
before  they  enter  on  the  duties  required  by  tins 
act.  The  oath  or  affirmation  of  the  marshal  shall 

be  as  follows:  I,  A.  B,  marslial  of  the  district  of- 

do  solemnly  swear,  (or  affirm,)  that  I \vill  well  and 
truly  cause  to  be  made  a just  and  perfect  enumera- 
tion and  desci’iption  of  ail  persons  resident  within 
my  district,  (or  territory,)  and  also  an  account  of 
the  manufactures,  except  household  maniifactures, 
aud  return  the  same  to  the  secretary  of  state, 
agreeably  to  the  directions  of  an  act  of  congress, 
entit-ed  ‘An  act  to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth 
census  or  enumeration  of  tlie  inhabitants  of  the 
TTnited  States,  and  for  other  purposes,”  according 
to  the  best  of  my  ability.  The  oath  or  affirmation 
of  an  assistant  shall  be:  I,  A.  B.  do  solemnly  swear, 
(or  affirm,)  that  I will  make  a just  and  perfect  enu- 
meration and  description  of  all  persons  resident 
within  the  division  assigned  to  me  for  that  purpose, 

by  the  marshal  of- ami,  also  an  account  of  the 

manufactures,  except  household  manufactures,  and 
make  due  return  thereof  to  the  said  marshal,  agree- 
ably to  the  directions  ofan  act  of  congress,  entitled 
“An  act  to  provide  for  taking  tlie  fourth  census  or 
enumei’ation  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United  States, 
and  for  other  purposes,”  according  to  the  best  of 
my  abilities.  7 he  enumeration  shall  commence  on 
the  first  Monday  of  August,  in  the  year  one  thou- 
sand eight  hundred  and  tw'enty,  and  shall  close 
v/ithin  six  calendar  months  thereafter.  The  seve- 
ral assistants  shall,  within  the  said  six  months,  trans- 
mit to  the  marshals,  by  whom  they  shall  respec- 
tively be  appointed,  accurate  returns  of  all  persons, 
except  Indians  not  taxed,  within  their  respective 
divisions;  which  returns  shall  be  made  in  a schedule, 
distinguishingin  each  county,  city,  town,  township, 
ward,  or  parish,  the  several  families,  by  the  names; 
of  their  master,  mistress,  steward,  overseer,  or : 
other  principal  person  therein,  in  the  manner  fol- 
lowing: The  number  of  persons  within  ray  division, 

consisting  of , appears  in  a schedule  hereto  an- 

annexed,  subscribed  by  me  this day  of ,in 

the  year  one  thousand ‘eight  hundred  and  twenty, 
A.  B.  assistant  to  the  marshal  of . 

Schedule  of  the  whole  number  of  persons  within 
the  division  allotted  to  A.  B. 

INaru*r  of  the  county,  parish,  township,  town,  or  city,  where 

the  family  resides.  

I Names  of  beads  offamilies.  

I Eree  white  males  under  ten  years . 

I Free  white  males  of  ten  and  under  sixteen. 

( Frf-e  white  males  b*  tween  sixteen  and  eighteen.  

[ Five  'viiire  males  of  sixt^ien  and  under  twentj-six,  luclud- 

■ ing  heads  of  families. 

1 Free  white  males  of  twenty-six,  and  under  forty-fi  ve,  includ- 
[ ing  heads  of  families. 

I Free  white  males  of  fort)  .five,  and  upwards,  including 
heads  of  iatui’.ies. 

I Free  white  fernak-s  under  ten  years  of  age. 

! Free  white  females  of  ten.  and  under  sixteen. 

I Free  white  females  of  sixteen,  and  under  twenty-six,  inciud- 
I in-v  iipntli  of  fam'iih  s 


iFree  white  females  of  tw*nty-six,  and  under  forty-five, iu- 

cluding  heads  of  families.  ■' 

free  white  females  o?  forty-five,  aaid  upwards,  including 

heads  offamilies. ^ 

I Foreigners  not  nacutahzed. 

SLAVES.  ^ 

1 Males  under  fourtet!i. 

{ Males  of  fourteen,  and  under  twenty-six. 
j Maiesof  twenty-six,  and' under  foi  ty~^ve. 

I Males  of  forty-five,  aud  upwards.  , 

I P'Brnales  of  fourteen.  

' iTemaTes  oi  fourteeti,  and  unclet  twenty-six. 

I Fetriaies  of  twenty -six,  and  under  forty-five. 

; Females  of  i^y- five,  and  u p w a rds^^^ 

^FREE  COLORED  PERSONS.  - 

I Males  under  fern  teen  years. 

I Males  of  foarteen,  and  under  twenty-six. 

I Males  of  tvveuty-aix,  and  under  forty-five. 

i Male's  of foi-ry-tive, and  upwards.  .■ 

I Females  under  f'mruen  jears. 

I F - males  of  fourteen ,'and  under  t wen ty-six^ 

I F ernales  of  twenty. sii^nd  unHerTiTiay-tive. 

I Females  of  forty-five,  and  upwards.  * 

I Another  persons,  except  Indians  not  taxed. 

Sec,  2.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  as- 
sistant, failing  or  neglecting  to  make  a proper  re- 
turn, or  making  a false  return,  of  the  enumeration 
to  the  marshal,  v/ithin  the  time  limited  by  this  act, 
shall  forfeit  the  sum  of  two  hundred  dollars,  reco- 
verable in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  the  next  sec-^ 
tion  of  this  act. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  mar- 
shals shall  file  the  several  returns  aforesaid,  and, 
also,  an  attested  «opy  of  tlie  ag-gregate  amount  here- 
inafter directed,  to  be  transmitted  by  them,  re- 
spective I v,  to  the  secretary  of  state,  with  the  clerks 
o^  their  respective  districts,  or  superior  courts,  (as 
the  case  may  be,)  v/ho  are  hereby  directed  to  re- 
ceive, and  carefully  to  preserve  the  same.  And 
the  marshals,  respectively,  shall,  on  or  before  the 
first  day  of  April,  in  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty -one,  transmit  to  the  secretary 
of  state  the  aggregate  amount  of  each  description 
of  persons  within  their  respective  districts  or  terri- 
tories. And  every  marshal  failing  to  file  the  returns 
of  his  assistants,  or  the  returns  of  any  of  them,  with' 
tlie  clerks  of  the  respective  courts  as  aforesaid,  or 
failing  to  return  the  aggregate  amount  of  each  de- 
scription of  persons  in  their  respective  districts  or 
territories,  as  required  by  this  act,  and  as  the  same 
shall  appear  from  said  returns,  to  the  secretary  of 
state,  within  the  time  limited  by  this  act,  shall,  for 
every  such  offence,  forfeit  the  sum  of  one  thou- 
sand dollars;  which  forfeitures  shall  be  recovei’a- 
ble  in  the  courts  of  the  districts  or  territories  where 
the  said  offences  shall  be  committed;  or  within  the 
circuit  courts  held  within  the  same,  by  action  of 
debt,  information,  or  indictment;  the  one  half  there- 
of to  the  use  of  the  United  States,  and  the  other 
half  t®  the  informer;  but  where  the  prosecution 
shall  be  first  instituted  on  behalf  of  the  United 
States,  the  whole  shall  accrue  to  Uieir  use.  And, 
for  the  more  effectual  discovery  of  such  offences, 
the  judges  of  the  several  district  courts  in  the  se- 
veral districts,  and  of  the  supreme  courts  in  the  ter- 
ritories of  the  United  States,  fas  aforesaid,  at  their 
next  session,  to  be  held  after  the  expiration  of  the 
time  allowed  for  making  the  returns  of  the  enume- 
ration hereby  directed,  to  the  secretary  of  state, 
shall  give  this  act  in  charge  to  the  grand  juries  in 
their  respective  courts,  and  .shall  cause  thereturnsot 
the  several  assistants,  and  the  said  attested  copy  e>r 
the  aggregate  amoiuit,  to  be  laid  before  tlieiv  ior 
j Ui^ir  inspectioji 
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Sec.  4 And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  every  as  | 
Sistant  shall  receive  at  the  rate  ufone  dollar  for  eve- 
ry hundred  persons  by  him  returned,  where  such 
persons  reside  in  the  country;  and  where  such  ptr- 
£ons  reside  in  a city  or  lown,  coiitaining’  more  than 
three  thousand  persons,  such  assistant  shall  receive 
at  the  rate  of  one  dollar  for  every  three  hundred 
persons;  but  where,  from  the  dispersed  situation  of 
the  inhabitants  in  some  divisions,  one  dollar  will  be 
insufficient  for  one  hundr  ed  persons,  tiie  marshals, 
with  the  approbation  of  toe  judges  of  their  respec- 
tive districrs  or  territories,  may  make  such  further 
allowance  to  the  assistants  in  such  divisions  as  shall 
be  deemed  an  adequate  compensation;  Provided, 
The  same  does  not  exceed  one  dollar  and  twenty- 1 
tive  cents  for  every  fifty  persons  by  them  returned; 
Provided  Juriher,  That  before  any  assistant,  as 
aforesaid,  shall  be  e-ntitled  to  receive  said  compen- 
sation, he  shall  take  and  subscribe  the  following 
oath  or  affir  nation,  before  some  judge  or  justice 
of  the  peace,  authorised  to  administer  the  same,  to 
wit;^ — I,  A.  B.  do  scdemnly  swear  or  affirm,  tnat  the 
number  of  persons  set  forth  in  the  return  made  by 
me,  agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  enti- 
tled «An  act  to  provide  for  taki^’gthe  fourth  cen- 
sus or  enumeration  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  United 
States,  and  for  other  purposes,**  have  been  ascer- 
tained by  an  actualenquiry  at  every  dwelling.' lOUse, 
or  of  the  head  of  every  family,  in  exact  conformity 
'with  the  provisions  of  said  act;  and  that  I have,  in 
every  respect,  fulfilled  the  duties  required  of  me 
by  said  act,  to  the  best  of  my  abilities,  and  that  the 
return  aforesaid  is  correct  and  true,  according  to 
the  best  of  my  knowledge  and  belief.  The  seve- 
ral marshals  shall  receive  as  follows:  The  marshal 
of  the  district  of  '^laine,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars; the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Ne  w Hampshire, 
two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the 
district  of  Massachusetts,  three  hundred  dollars; 
the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Rhode  Island,  one 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  district 
of  Connecticut,  two  hundred  dollars;  the  marshal  of 
the  district  of  Vermont,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars; the  marshal  of  the  southern  district  of  New 
York,  two  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  the  marshal  of 
the  northern  district  of  New  York,  two  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  district  ef  New  Jer- 
sey, two  hundred  dollars;  tlie  marshal  of  the  e<  stern 
district  ofPennsylvania,  three  hundred  dollars;  the 
marshal  of  the  western  district  of  Pennsylvania,  two 
hundred  dollars;  tlie  mai’shal  of  the  district  of  De- 
laware, one  hundred  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Maryland,  thr.-^e  hundred  dollars;  the  mar- 
shal of  the  eastern  district  of  Virginia,  three  hun- 
dred dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  western  district  of 
Virginia, two  hundred  dollars;  tlie  marshal  of  the 
district  of  Kentuc^cy,  three  hundred  dollars;  the 
iparshal  of  the  district  of  North  Carolina,  three 
hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  district 
of  i^outh  Carolina,  three  hundred  dollars;  the  mar- 
shal or’ the  district  of  Georgia,  three  hundred  dol- 
lars; the  marshal  of  the  district  of  east  fennessee, 
one  hundred,  and  fifty  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the 
district  of  west  Tennessee,  one  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Ohio,  three 
hundred  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  Indi- 
ana, two  Imndved  dollars:  the  marshal  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Illinois,  one  iiundredand  fifty  dollars;  the 
marshal  of  the  district  of  Mississippi,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  dollars;  the  marslial  of  the  district  of  Lou- 
isiana, one  hundred  and  fifty  dollars;  the  marshal  of 
the  district  of  Alabama,  one  hundred  and  fifty  dol- 
lars; the  marshal  of  the  district  ef  Columbia,  fifty 
dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  Missouri  territory,  one 


hundred  dollars;  the  mai  siial  of  the  Mich;gan  lerri- 
lory,  one  hundred  dollars;  the  marshal  of  the  Ar- 
kansas territory,  one  hundred  dollars. 

Sec  5.  Aiid'be  it  further  enacted,  That  every  per- 
son whose  usual  place  of  abode  shall  be  in  any  fami- 
ly, on  the  said  first  Wonday  in  August  one  thousand 
eignt  hundred  and  twenty,  shall  be  returned  as  of 
such  family;  and  the  name  of  every  person  who 
snail  be  an  inhabitant  of  any  district  or  territory, 
v/ithouta  settled  place  of  residence,  shall  be  insert- 
cul  in  the  column  of  the  schedule  which  is  allotted 
for  the  heads  of  families  in  the  division  where  he 
or  she  shall  be  on  the  said  first  Monday,  in  August; 
and  every  person  occasionally  absent  at  the  time  of 
enumeration,  as  belonging  to  the  place  in  whiich 
he  or  she  usually  resiacs  in  the  United  States. 

Sec  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  I'hat  each  and 
every  free  person,  more  than  sixteen  years  of  age, 
whether  heads  of  families  or  not,  belonging  to  any 
family  wuthin  any  division,  district  or  territory, 
made  or  established  within  the  United  States,  shall 
be  and  hereby  is,  obliged  to  render  to  the  assistaivt 
of  tne  division,  if  required,  a true  account,  to  the 
best  of  his  or  her  knowledge,  of  every  person  be- 
belonging  to  such  family,  respectively,  according  t« 
the  several  descriptious  aforesaid,  on  pain  of  forfeit- 
ing twenty  dollars,  to  be  sued  for  and  recovered,  in 
an  action  of  debt,  by  such  assistant;  the  one  half  to 
his  own  use,  and  tile  other  half  to  the  use  of  ttve 
i United  States. 

Sec,  7.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  each  and 
eveiy  assistant,  previous  to  making  Ifis  return  to  the 
marshal,  shall  cause  a coiTect  copy,  signed  y him- 
self, of  the  schedule  containing  the  number  of  in- 
habitants within  his  division,  to  be  setup  at  two  of 
the  most  public  places  within  the  same,  there  to  re- 
main for  the  inspection  of  all  concerneui;  for  each 
of  which  copies,  the  said  assistant  shall  be  entitled 
to  receive  two  dollars;  Provided,  proof  of  the  sche- 
dule having  been  set  up  and  suffered  to  remain, 
shall  be  transmitted  to  the  mai'shal,  with  the  return 
of  the  number  of  persons;  and  in  case  any  assistant 
shall  fail  to  make  such  proof  to  the  marshal,  as 
aforesaid,  he  shall  forfeit  the  compensation  allowed 
him  by  this  act. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  secre- 
tary of  state  shall  be,  and  hereby  is,  authorised  and 
required,  to  transmit  to  the  marshals  of  the  several 
districts  and  territories,  regulations  and  instructions 
pursuant  to  this  act,  for  carrying  the  same  into  ef- 
fect, and  also  the  forms  contained  therein,  of  the 
schedule,  to  be  returned,  and  such  other  forms  as 
may  be  necessary  in  carrying  this  act  into  execu- 
tion, and  proper  interrogatories  to  be  administered 
by  the  several  persons  to  be  employed  in  taking  tlie 
enumeration. 

Sec.  9.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  in  those 
states  composing  two  districts,  and  where  part  of  a 
county  may  lie  in  each  district,  such  county  shall 
be  considered  as  belonging  to  that  district  in  which 
the  court  house  ©f  said  county  may  be  situate. 

Sec.  10.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall 
be  the  duty  of  the  several  marshals  and  their  assis- 
tants,  at  the  time  for  taking  the  said  gensu':,  to  take, 
under  tlie  direction  of  the  secretary  of  state,  and 
according  to  sucli  instructions  as  he  shall  give,  and 
such  forms  as  he  shall  prescribe,  an  account  of’tlie 
several  manufacturing  establishments,  and Uieir ma- 
nufactures, witliin  their  several  districts,  territories 
and  divisions:  the  said  assistants  shall  make  return 
of  the  same  to  the  marshals  of  their  respective  dis- 
tricts or  territories;  and  the  said  marshals  shall 
transmit  tlie  said  returns,  and  abstracts  thereof,  to 
the  secretary  of  state,  at  tire  same  time  at  which 
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they  are,  by  this  act,  required,  respectively,  to 
make  their  returns  to  the  secretary  of  state;  for  the 
performance  of  which  additional  service,  they  shall, 
respectively,  receive, as  compensation  therefor,  not 
exceeding- "^twenty  per  centum  in  addition  to  the 
sums  allowed  by  this  act,  to  be  apportioned  in  pro 
portion  to  the  services  rendered,  under  the  direc- 
tion of  the  secretary  of  state. 

Sec.  11.  And  he  it  further  enacted^  That  in  all  ca- 
ses wiiere  the  superficial  content  of  any  county  or 
parish  shall  exceed  forty  miles  sc[uare,  and  the 
number  of  inhabitants  in  said  parish  or  county  shall 
not  exceed  two  thousaud  five  imndred,  the  mai’shal 
or  assistants  shall  be  aliov/ed,  with  the  approbation 
ofthejuclg-es  of  the  respective  districts  or  teiTito- 
ries,  such  further  compensation  as  shall  !>e  deemed 
reasonable:  Provided  the  same  does  not  exceed 
three  dollars  for  every  fifty  persons  by  them  re- 
turned. 

Sec.  1 2.  And  be  it  further  enaetedy  That  when  the 
aforesitid  enumeration  shall  be  completed,  and  re- 
turned to  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  by 
the  marshals  of  the  states  and  territories,  he  shall 
direct  the  printers  to  congress  to  print,  for  the 
use  of  the  congress,  fifteen  hundred  copies  there- 
of. 

H.  CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives, 
JOHN  GAILLARD, 

_ President  of  tlie  senate,  pro  tempore. 

Washington,  March  14,  1820.  Approved: 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Foreign  Articles. 

GIIEAT  BRTTAIXr  AXI)  IRKLAXl). 

The  case  of  the  the  queen  has  been  twice  brought 
lip  before  parliament.  It  is  truly  laughable  to  oo- 
serve  the  manner  in  which  the  minisUrs  speak  of 
her.  They  allude  to  her  as  having  been  ttie  prin- 
cess of  Wales,  designate  her  as  an  “jllustvious  per- 
son,” but  abstain  from  using  the  word  “queen,” 
as  though  there  was  treason  in  the  sound.  Mr, 
Hume  wished  to  know  why  she  w.as  not  acknow- 
ledged— lord  Castlereagh  said  that  “great  deb.cacy 
ought  to  be  used  on  this  interesting  subject — 'die 
less  it  was  agitated  he  thought  the  better — the 
liigh  personage  would  be  provided  for.”  The  next 
day  the  sum  of  200,000/.  was  asked  for  to  enable 
the  king  to  provide  for  certain  payments  charged 
on  the  civil  list — understood  in  part  to  be  for  the 
queen.  Mr.  Tierney  asked  h©w  could  a payment 
be  made  to  the  gween  qnder  this  grant.? —the  chan- 
cellor of  the  exchequer  said  it  would  be  made  as 
formerly  to  the  princess  of  Wales,  the  grant  was 
made  to  the  person.  It  was  contended  that  there 
was  no  princess  of  Wales — this  was  admitted,  but 
the  person  who  was  princess  of  Wales  remained, 
and  the  money  would  be  paid  to  her.  The  curious 
case  occurs,  that  a sum  of  money  is  voted  for  the 
avowed  purpose  of  supporting  the  wife  of  the  king, 
without  naming  her.  Mr.  Tierney  said  he  was 
aware  that  the  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  must 
not  say  the  word  “queen!” 

We  notice  these  tilings  only  to  shew  the  sort  of 
stuff,  that  royalty  is  composed  of.  It  seems  that 
the  opposition  intend  to  support  her  claims  to  a 
coronation. 

It  does  not  appear  to  be  determined  whether 
Thistlewood  and  the  other  conspirators,  shall  be 
tried  for  high  treason  or  murder.  Probably  the 
former.  A coroner's  inquest  has  found  them  guilty 
of  the  latter.  One  of  the  persons  arrested  was  a 
Colored  man,  named  Bavidson— the  moment  that 


the  privy  council  finished  his  examination,  he  com- 
menced singing,  “Scots  wha  haewi’  Wallace  bled,” 
to  the  great  surprise  of  all! 

Viscount  Castlereagh  iias  recovered  damages  of 
sir  Fi-ancis  Burdett,  for  injury  done  plaintlffN  house 
in  St.  James’s  square,  by  a riotous  mob  at  the  close 
of  the  last  Westminster  election. 

The  London  Morning  Chronicle  contradicts  the 
rumor  circulated  of  losses  at  play  by  the  duke  of 
Wellington;  and  states,  that  so  far  from  indulging  in 
play,  he  was  never  known  to  lose  five  pounds  at  any 
g'ume. 

Speech  of  the  commissioners  on  proroguing  parliament 
- -Feb.  27. 

“My  lords  and  gentlemen— We  are  commanded 
by  his  majesty  to  inform  you,  that  it  is  a great  dis- 
appointment to  his  majesty,  that  on  this  first  and 
solemn  occasion  he  is  prevented  by  indisposition 
from  meeting  you  in  person. 

It  would  have  been  a consolation  to  his  majesty 
to  give  utterance  in  this  place  to  those  feelings 
with  which  his  majesty  and  the  nation  alike  deplore 
the  ^oss  of  a sovereign,  the  common  father  of  ail  his 
people. 

The  king  commands  us  to  inform  you,  that  in 
determining  to  call  without  delay  the  new  parlia- 
ment, his  mijesty  has  been  influenced  by  the  con- 
sideration of  what  is  most  expedient  for  public  bu- 
siness, as  well  as  most  conducive  to  gepcral  conve- 
nience. 

Gentlemen  of  the  house  of  commons—  We  are 
directed  by  his  majesty  to  thank  you  for  the  provi- 
sion which  you  have  made  for  the  several  branches 
of  the  public  service,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  present  year,  and  during  the  interval  wliich 
must  elapse  before  a new  parliament  can  be  assem- 
bled. 

fdy  lords  and  gentlemen — We  are  commanded  to 
( inform  you,  that  in  taking  leave  of  the  pres'  -nt  pax’- 
[liamenl,  his  maje.sty  cannot  refrain  from  conveying 
j to  you  his  warmest  assurances  of  the  sense  which 
|iiis  majesty  entertains  of  the  important  services 
[ which  you  have  rendered  the  country. 

I Deeply  as  his  majesty  lamented  that  designs  and 
i practices,  such  as  those  which  you  have  been  re- 
cently called  upon  to  repress,  should  have  existed 
I ill  this  free  and  happy  country,  he  cannot  sumcient- 
lly  commend  the  prudence  and  firmness  wit!- which 
you  directed  your  attention  to  the  means  of  coun- 
teracting. 

If  any  doubt  had  remained  as  to  the  nature  oT 
those  pinnciples  by  whieix  tlie  peace  and  happiness 
i of  the  nation  were  so  Seriously  menaced,  or  of  t.he 
: excesses  to  whicii  they  were  likely  to  lead,  tlie  tla- 
i grant  and  sanguinary  confederacy  which  has  lately- 
been  detected,  must  open  the  eyes  of  the  most  in- 
credulous, and  must  vindicaie  to  t!ie  whole  v.-orld 
the  justice  and  expediency  of  those  measures  to 
which  you  judged  it  necessary  to  resort  in  defence 
of  the  laws  and  constitution  of  the  realm.” 

FUAXCi:. 

A Paris  paper  of  the  29th  of  Feb.  contains  the 
following  important  article. — It  is  reported  that  an 
humble  address  is  signing  in  many  of  the  arrondis- 
sements  of  Paris,  expressive  of  the  horror  and  re- 
gret of  the  inhabitants  of  the  late  melancholy  cala- 
mity, and  petitioning  H.  R.  H.  Monsieur,  to  take  into 
consideraiion  the  forming  a matrimonial  alliance 
for  the  furtlier  assuring  tlxe  perpetuation  of  the  le- 
gitimate  dynasty  on  the.  throne  of  France. 

France  appears  to  be  undisturbed — our  accounts 
are  of  the  1st  of  ?.larch,  from  Paris.  The  political 
sensation  caused  by  tiie  death  of  the  duke  of  Berri 
had  subsided.  ■ - 
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SPAIK. 

We  have  no  news  from  Spain  since  our  last.  A 
Paris  paper  of  Feb.  29,  speaks  of  the  severity  of  the 
police  and  military  at  Gadiii,  to  preserve  tiiat  city 
to  Ferdinand.  More  than  thi^ee  persons  are  pro- 
liibitedfrom  appear!  iig-  together  after  sun-set — sere- 
nades are  forbidden,  and  niasking  in  the  Carnival 
prevented. 


CONGiiSSS.  ■ 

IN  TiiK  SENATE. 

AprilT.  Mr.  Koble  reported  he  bill  from  the 
Iiouse  of  representatives,  supplementary  to  the  re- 
volutionary pension  act,  with  an  amendment,  pro- 
posing that  no  person  receiving  a salary  or  com- 
pensation from  goverMiiient  to  the  amount  of — ~ 
dollars,  should  be  entitled  to  a pension. 

A motion  to  fix  an  earlier  day  of  meeting  for  the 
next  session  of  congress,  was  negatived. 

The.  bill  supplementary  to  the  “act  concerning 
navigation,’’  reporied  in  pursuance  of  the  motion 
of  Mr.  King,  of  New  York,  being'  arnendi  d so  as  to 
apply  it  to  all  the  ports  of  the  British  West  Indi^s^  was 
further  postponed  until  Monday. 

The  bill  from  the  house  (as  amended)  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  sufferers  at  Savannah,  was  passed. 

The  senate  next  took  up  the  message  from  the 
house  of  representatives  announcing  their  disagree- 
ment to  the  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  mili- 
tary appropriation  bill. 

Mr,  Sanford  moved  that  tlie  senate  recede  from 
their  first  amendment,  (increasing  the  approjiri- 
ation  from  300,000'  to  430,000  dollars  for  clothing 
fbr  the  army.) 

This  motion  was  ag'reed  to  without  debate  or  ob- 
jection—and  the  senate  receded  therefrom  accord- 
ingly. 

The  next  amendment  proposes  to  add  50,000  to 
the  appropriation  for  the  quartermaster  general’s 
department,  (with  the  view  of  enabling  the  execu- 
tive to  carry  the  Missouri  expedition  to  the  Man- 
dan  villages — though  30,000  of  the  50,000  dolls,  it  is 
contended,  according  to  the  estimates  of  the  war 
department,  is  necessary  to  maintain  the  expedition 
at  the  Council  Bluffs  ) 

On  this  amendment,  Mr.  Sanford  moved  that  the 
senate  do  insist. 

Considerable  debate  followed — those  in  favor  of 
insisting, said  that  the  expedition  had  been  sanction- 
ed by  congress  and  that  this  sum  was  necessary  to 
fulfil  the  contracts,  &c.  At  length — 

The  question  was  then  taken  on  insisting  on  the 
amendment,  and  was  decided  iii  the  affirmative — 
ayes  21,noes  13. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Otis  conference  was  asked  of 
the  other  house,  on  the  disagreeing  vote;  and 
Messrs.  Sanford^  Otis  and  Dana,  were  appointed 
managers  of  the  conference  on  the  pail  of  the  se- 
nate. 

The  senate  then  took  up  the  disagreement  of  the 
©ther  house  to  the  amendments  of  the  senate  to 
\he  bill  making  appropriations  to  the  civil  list,  for 
the  current  year — and,  on  motion,  receded  there- 
from, 

I'he  bill  to  establish  an  eighth  circuit  coni't,  to 
comprehend  the  state  of  i ennessee,  ivas  read  the 
third  time;  and 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams,  of  Tennessee,  after 
considerable  discussion  on  the  subiect,  the  salary  of 
the  additional  circuit  judge  was  fixed  at  3000  dol- 
lars, by  the  casting  vote  of  the  president,  the  votes 
being  14  to  14;  and  ttie  bill  was  tlien  passed  and 
sent  to  the  uther  house  for  concurrence. 


j A motion  to  adjouim  over  to  Monday  was  rejectr 
ed,  by  yeas  and  nays — ayes  14,  noes  24. 

I'he  senate  took  up,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker,  of 
Georgia,  the  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  the  dis- 
trict judges  of  the  courts  of  the  United  tate.s. 

A definite  postponement  of  the  bill  was  moved 
for  by  Mr.  Kmg,  of  Alabama, — but, before  the  ques- 
tion was  taken,  ue  senate  adjourned, 

Aprildt. — (Saturday).  The  motion  which  lay  over 
foran  indefinite  postponement  of  the  bill  to  increase 
the  compensation  of  cei'tuh)  disti'ict  judges,  was  ne- 
gatived— ayes  It). 

Much  difference  of  opinion  was  manifested  in  fill- 
ing up  the  biil.  At  last,  it  resulted  in  these  allow- 
ance.s  -for  the  district  judge  of  Louisiana  3;)00;for 
those  of  S.  Cai'olinaand  Georgia  2300;those  of  Massa- 
chusetts, New  York  (north  and  south  districts), 
Pennsylvania,  (east  district),  Maryland,  east  district 
of  Virginia,  and  Mississippi,  at  2100  each;  those  of 
North  Carolina,  Kentucky,  * ennesseeand  Alabama, 
at  2000  each;  those  of  the  west  district  of  Feniisyl- 
vania,  west  district  of  Virginia,  and  Ohio,  at  1800 
each;  those  of  New  Jersey  and  jpelaware,  at  1700; 
those  of  Maine,  New  Hampshire,  Rhode  Island,  Con- 
necticut, Indiana  and  Illinois,  at  1500  eacl);  the 
judge  of  Vermont  at  1300. 

After  which,  the  senate  adjourned. 

.dpril  10  'Mr.  Barbour,  of  Virginia,  submitted  tlie 
following  resolutions  for  consideration; 

Mesolved,  That  the  federal  government  is  a go- 
vernment oFlimited  powers,  and  can  rightfully  ex- 
ercise such  only  as  are  expressly  given  it  by  the 
constitution,  or  such  as  are  properly  incident  to  an 
express  power,  and  neces.sary  to  its  execution. 

Resolved,  That  congress  cannot  constitutionally 
pass  any  law  concerning  the  press;  and  therefore 
that  the  sedition  act  was  a palpable  assumption  of 
power,  directly  at  variance  as  well  with  the  spirit  as 
the  letter  of  the  consiitutipn. 

Resolved,  That,  where  the  people  of  the  United 
States  are  endamaged  in  their  property  by  uncon- 
stitutional exercises  of  authority,  and  such  damage 
can  be  fixed  with  certainty,  the  sufferers  are  entit- 
led to  indemnity,  if  it  can  be  done  without  hazard- 
ing the  public  welfare. 

Besolved,  therefore.  That  the  amount  of  fines  col- 
lected under  the  sedition  act,  should  be  refunded  to 
those  from  whom  they  were  exacted;  and  that  the 
bill  now  pending  before  the  senate,  for  the  relief  ot 
Matthew  Lyon,  be  re-committed  to  the  committee 
which  brought  it  in,  with  instructions  so  to  amend 
it  as  to  embrace  all  such  cases. 

Mr.  Barbour  introduced  these  resolutions  from 
a conviction,  long  entertained,  that  the  principle  ad« 
vanced  was  correct,  and  that  it  was  right  to  make 
general  provision  for  all  cases  coming  within  the 
purview  of  the  resolutions,  instead  of  legislating, 
for  them  individually,  as  they  wmre  presented  for 
relief. 

Tlie  resolutions  lie  qpon  the  table. 

Nineteen  bills  received  from  the  house'were  va- 
riously acted  upon.  The  greater  pai-t  of  the  re- 
mainder of  this  day  was  occupied  with  a bill  for  the 
relief  of  John  H.  Piatt,  wiiich  was  ordered  to  be 
engros.sed  fora  thirdreading— r>eus 24,  nays  11. 

Apiii  11.  'The  senate  took  up  the  report  of  the 
committee  on  Indian  affairs,  adverse  to  the  expedi- 
ency of  abolishing  the  system  of  Indian  trade  as  es- 
tablished by  tlie  act  of  1811. — [Concurred  n.] 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  renew  and  extend  the  charter  of  the  city  ot 
M^ashington;  and  continued  occupied  for  several 
hours  in  an  examination  of  the  details,  wliicli  ai’>e 
very  nuniei’©us,  the  bill  embraces  most  _o.t 


NILES’  llEGISTER— APRIL  15,  1820— CONGRESS, 


12fi 


provisions  of  the  late  charter,  with  sundry  addi- 

tiOMS.  . 

A vote  was  taken  on  the  power  granted  to  raise 
lO/JOO  dollars  a year,  for  purposes  to  be  approved 
by'the  president^  (as  granted  in  the  old  charter)  and 
the  provision  was  retained -21  for,  14  against  it.- 
Mr.  Morril  moved  so  to  amend  the  b’,11  so  as  to 
extend  the  right  of  suffrage  to  all  free  white  males 
of  the  United  States,  resident  in  the  city  one  year, 
wliether  they  had  paid  a tax  or  not— negatived, 
only  3 or  4 rising  in  favor  of  it. 

The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
supplementary  to  the  “act  concerning  navigation.*' 
Mr.  Brown  observed  that,  on  rcfl-  ction,  and  con- 
sultation with  the  friends  of  the  bill,  it  was  believ- 
ed the  amendment  suggestedby  Mr.  Parrot,  when 
the  hill  was  last  up,  to  extend  its  provisions  to  the 
British  ports  in  Lower  Canada,  might  prove  useful 
—he  moved  an  amendment  having  that  object; 
which  was  agreed  to. 

All  the  amendments  to  tbe  billj  adopted  by  the 
eommittee,  having  been  agreed  to  in  the  senate. 
The  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  and  read  a 
third  time,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS— M<-ssrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Btirrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Ea- 
ton, Eiiwards,  Elliott,  Gaillarrl.  Horsey',  Hunter.  Johnswi,  of  Lou. 
Ki'ig-.  of  A)-ab.  KinR,  of  N.  Y.  Lanman,  Leake,  Lloyd.  Logran, 
Lowrie,  Macon,  Mellen,  Morril,  Noble,  Oris.  Palmer,  Parrott, 
Pleasants,  Roberts,  Uuj^sles.  Sanford  Smitli,  Stokes,  Taylor, 
Thomas,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Walker,  of  Alab.  Walk- 
er, of  Geo.  WiMiauis,  of  Ten.— 40. 

NAY-M«.  Wilson. 

Mr.  Sanford.,  from  the  committee  of  conference, 
On  the  disagi’eeing  vote  of  the  two  houses  on  the 
amendment  to  the  military  appropriation  bill,  made 
a report  that  the  conferees  had  “met  and  confer- 
red concerning  the  same,  and  that  they  were  un- 
able to  come  to  any  agreement  thereupon.” 

The  report  was  read  and  laid  on  the  tablCi 
Theengrosed  bill  for  the  relief  of  John  H.  Piatt, 
was  read  the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  tlie 
ifether  liouse  for  concurrence. 

■^rhe  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of  certain  dis- 
t^xt  jOdges  (as  noticed  above)  amended  so  as  to 
raise  the  salary  of  the  judge  in  Massachusetts  from 
2100  to  2300^  and  that  of  North  Carolina  from  2000 
to  2100  dollars,  w&s  rejected — 

On  the  question  for  ordering  the  bill  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a thir  J reading — 

TEAS— M ssrs  Brown,  Edward^tGailiard.Horspy.EiUott,  Hun 
ter.Jobr.son,  of  Ken.  .Tolinson  of  Louisiana,  Kins;,  of  New  York, 
Lanmao,  L--akp,  Mellen.  Otis,  Sanford,  Stnitli,  Stokes,  Taylor, 
Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Walker,  of  Georgia,  Williams,  of  Tennessee 
•>21. 

NAYS— M>»ssrs.  Batbonr.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Eaton, 
King. of  Alabama,  Lloyd,  Logan,  Lovvrie,  Macon^  Morril,  Noble, 
Palmf-r,  Parrott,  Pleasants,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Thomas, 'I'ich.tnor, 
Walk(T,  of  Alah.  Wilson-21. 

The  senate  be  . ug  thus  equally  divided,  the  ques- 
tion was  lost,  and  the  bill  of  coarse  rejected-,  and 
The  senate  adjourned. 

JprU  12.  Vfr  Morril  laid  upon  the  table  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  the  practice  of  duelling  is  inhu- 
man, immotah  and  censurable. 

Resolved,  7'hat  the  president  of  the  Unitpd  States 
would  be  justifiable  in  strikingfrom  the  rolls  ofthe 
army  and  navy  the  names  of  all  persons  thereon 
who  have  been  or  hereafter  may  be^  directly  or  in- 
directly engaged  in  a duel,  or  who  may  have  been, 
or  hereafter  may  be,  in  any  way  or  manner  accessa- 
ry thereto. 

•\  bill  to  establish  the  boundary  line  between 
the  states  of  Indiana  and  Illinois,  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a third  reading.  A doubt  was  ex- 
pressed as  to  the  right  of  congress  to  inte-rfei’e  in 


tiiis  betwet'ii  twfe  sovereign  states — on  the  other 
s;de  it  was  contended  that  congress  ought  to  es- 
ta  .lish  tlie  meridian  line,  as  originally  proposed, 
to  separate  them. 

The  senate  then,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Sanford,  pro- 
ceeded to  the  consideration  of  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  conference  on  tVie  disagreeing  votes 
of  the  two  houses,  on  the  amendment  of  the  senate 
to  the  military  appropflationbill. 

After  some  remarks — 

The  question  was  taken  on  receding  from  the 
amendment,  and  decided  in  the  n^r«;a^ew--ayes  22^ 

The  engrossed  bill,  supple rnenCiry  to  the  “act 
concerning  navigation;”  and  the  engrossed  bill  to 
establish  the  district  of  Pearl  River,  in  Mississippi, 
were  severally  read  the  tliird  time,  passed,  and 
sent  to  the  house  of  representatives  for  concur- 
rence. 

Mr.  Tan  from  the  committee  on  pension^jr 

reported  a bill  concerning  invalid  pensioner.s;  and 

The  senate  went  into  tlie  consideration  of  execu- 
tive business;  after  which,  they 

Adjourned^ 

HOUSE  or  REPRESENTATIVES. 

'Phiirsctay,  April  6.  A motion,  to  meet  at  10 
stead  of  11  o’clock,  was  negatived, 

Mr.  Bardonr  submitted  the  following  motion: 

Resolved,  That  the  following  be  added  to  thd 
standing  rules  of  the  house:  “No  petition  shall  be 
received  at  the  first  session  of  any  congress,  excepf 
within  the  first  ninety  days  thereof ; norat  any  sub- 
sequent session,  except  within  the  first  sixty  days 
thereof.” 

This  motion  lies  on  the  table  one  day  of  coursq^ 
being  a motion  to  amend  the  rules. 

Mr.  Ervhi,  after  a speech  of  considerable  length^ 
offered  a set  of  resolutions,  which  had  for  their  ob- 
ject  the  removal  of  tberemains  of  gen.  Washington 
to  the  Capitol  square  in  the  city  cf  Washington,  ove?» 
which  a mausoleum  should  be  erected,  &c.  But  th« 
house  refuse<l  to  Consider  them  at  this  time. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  for  the  relief  of  the  suf- 
ferers by  tile  late  fire  at  Savannah,  was  taken  up— 
it  provides  for  a remission  of  one-fourth  of  the  du- 
ties on  the  goods  consumed.  Mr.  Reid  moved  to 
strike  out  one-fourth,  so  that  the  whole  might  be  re- 
mitted—negatived.  Mr.  also  moved  to  strike  out 
as  aforesaid,  so  as  simply  to  extend  the  credit  on  the 
bonds  for  two  years — agreed  to,  63  to  53.  Mr.  Clay 
moved  a new  section,  to  grant  ^50,000  for  the  re- 
lief of  the  sufferers — negatived.  The  committee 
rose  and  reported  the  bill  as  amended— at  length, 
OR  being  further  amended,  so  as  to  give  a credit  of 
four  years  on  the  bonds,  it  was  passed  to  a Miird 
reading. 

Friday,  April  7.  Mr.  Ijivernwre,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  the  post-office  and  post-roads,  who  were 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  subject,  reported  a 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  John  Heaps,  who, 
being  employed  as  a carrier  of  the  mail  of  the  U. 
States,  and,  having  the  mail  in  his  custody,  was  beset 
by  ruffians  and  murdered;  which  was  twice  read  and 
committed. 

The  committee  of  claims  reported  unfavorably  on 
eight  private  petitions. 

The  bill  from  the  senate,  for  the  relief  of  certam 
sufferers  by  the  late  fire  at  Savannah,  was  read  a 
third  time  as  amended,  and  passed. 

Twenty  private  bills  were  then  severally  taken  up 
and  passed  to  a third  reading — and,  after  a very 
busy  day,  the  house  adjourned. 

Saturday,  April  biffs  were  twice  read 

and  comiTiftterl, 
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On  motion  of  Mr.  Idnn^  it  was 

Resolved^  Tliat  the  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  directed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
Tidin,^  by  law  a more  effectual  remedy  to  prevent 
duelling-  in  the  army  and  navy  of  the  United  States, 
;ind  in  the  district  of  Columbia. 

Three  bills,  received  from  the  senate,  were  twice 
read  and  committed. 

The  private  bills  ordered  to  a third  reading  yes- 
terday, were  all  passed,  except  two,  which  were 
recommitted, 

'rhe  house  took  up  the  message  of  the  senate, 
asking  a conference  upon  the  disagreeing  votes  of 
tlie  two  houses,  on  the  second  amendment  propos- 
ed by  the  senate  to  the  military  appropriation  bill 
for  the  year  1820;  and  the  house  determined  to  in- 
sist on  its  disagreement  to  the  said  amendment,  and 
also  agreed  to  appoint  a committee  of  conference 
thereon. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  the  navy,  transmitting  a report,  in 
obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  house  30th  ult.  re- 
quiring information  as  to  any  presents,  &c.  which 
may  have  been  received  by  capt.  Biddle,  from  Spa- 
nish officers  in  the  Pacific,  while  commanding  the 
Ontario  in  that  sea,  &c.  which  documents  were  or- 
dered to  be  printed;  and 

The  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  April  10.  The  speaker  laid  before  the 
house  certain  documents  relating  to  the  cj*uise  of 
the  sloop  of  war  Ontario;  which  were  ordered  to 
lie  on  tlie  table. 

Mr.  Sihbee,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
to  whom  was  referred  the  petition  of  capt  Samuel 
C Reid,  in  behalf  of  himself,  and  the  other  officers 
and  crew'’  of  the  private  armed  brig  General  Arm- 
strong, made  a report  adverse  to  the  prayer  there- 
of; which  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 

Many  resolutions  were  submitted — among  them 
one  “to  enquire  into  the  praticability  of  rendering 
the  hall  of  the  house  of  representatives  convenient 
for  the  transaction  of  public  business!” 

The  whole  of  the  rest  of  this  day  was  spent  on 
the  bill  concerning  the  banks  in  the  district  of  Co- 
lumbia. The  object  of  this  bill  is  to  re-charter  all 
the  banks  that  now  pay  specie,  on  condition  that 
certain  6f  them  are  consolidated,  &c.  &c.  The 
proceedings  occupy  nearly  two  columns  in  the  Na- 
tional Intelligencer!  The  bill  was  finally  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading,  ['rhe  follow- 
ing sketch  of  the  provisions  of  the  bill  may  be  in- 
teresting, as  shewing  what  regulations  the  house  of 
representatives  are  disposed  to  adopt  as  to  the  cur- 
rency within  the  district  specially  subjected  to  the 
control  of  congress:  ] 

This  bill  provides — 

Sec.  1.  That  the  charters  of  all  the  incorporated 
banks  that  now  pay  specie  on  demand,  be  extended 
until  the  16th  June,  1825. 

Sec.  2 Should  any  of  said  banks  refuse  to  pay 
specie,  or  lawful  currency  of  the  United  States  on 
demand,  they  are  to  pay  an  interest  often  per  cent, 
per  annum  until  payment  of  such  demand  is  made, 
and  congress  is  empowered  forthwith  to  revoke 
their  charters,  and  provide  for  settling  their  ac- 
counts. 

Sec.  3.  No  bank  to  issue,  re-issue,  or  receive  in 
payment  or  deposite,  any  bill,  note,  5cc.  under  five 
dollars,  after  the  1st  January  next,  except  to  receive 
such  note  or  notes  as  may  have  been  issued,  before 
that  time,  in  exchange  for  current  coin,  or  a debt 
due  such  bank.  Charter  forfeited  for  offending. 

Sec.  4.  Any  officer  of  a bank  who  shall  conceal, 
embezzle,  or  connive  at  the  concealment  or  embez- 


ziement  of  any  property  of  a bank,  to  be  adjudged 
atelon,  and  imprisoned  not  more  than  10  years,  and 
fined  not  less  tnan  1 000,  nor  more  than  20,000  dol- 
lars—one  moiety  to  the  United  States,  the  other  to 
the  informer;  ail  debts  due  to  him  by  said  bank 
being  first  satisfied. 

Sec.  5.  Any  bank  ceasing  to  pay  on  demand- 
no  officer  or  director  of  said  bank  permitted  to  buy 
up,  in  person,  or  by  agent,  or  receive  in  payment 
any  note  or  bill  of  said  bank  at  a less  price  or  value 
than  Its  face  purports  it  to  be  worth— for  each  of- 
fence, to  be  imprisoned  for  one  month,  and  pay 
thrice  the  value  of  such  bill  or  note. 

Sec.  6.  riie  present  charter  of  the  bank  of  Co- 
lumbia, revoked  on  1st  Jan.  1822,  and  rechartered 
on  the  same  footing  of  the  other  district  banks,  un- 
til the  16th  June,  1840. 

Sec.  7.  Revokes  the  charter  of  the  Franklin  bank 
of  Alexandria,  and  provides  for  setthng  their  ac- 
counts. 

Sec.  8.  The  president  and  directors  of  each 
bank  to  file  their  declaration  in  writing  in  the  of- 
fice of  the  secretaiy  of  the  treasury,  within  .six 
months,  assenting  to  the  terms  hereby  granted,  or 
to  forfeit  their  charters,  and  settle  their  accounts, 
as  allow^ed  the  Franklin  bank  of  Alexandria. 

'i'ce.  9.  Prohibits  any  corporation  within  the  Dis- 
trict of  Columbia,  other  than  said  banks,  issuing 
or  discounting  notes  or  bills  after  the  1st  of  Jan. 
next— any  mayor,  or  alderman,  councilman,  &c  few 
each  offence  to  pay  not  less  than  100,  nor  more  thani 
1,000  dollars. 

Sec.  10.  Any  person  who  shall  sign,  countersign, 
or  endorse  any  note,  bill,  &c.  as  aforesaid,  in  addi- 
tion to  said  penalty,  to  be  imprisoned  not  less  than 
three  nor  more  than  tvrelve  months 

Sec.  11.  Declares  null  and  void  all  drafts,  bills, 
&c.  given  in  payment  for  money  discounted  by  any 
corporation,  contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act, 
whether  such  bills  are  made  payable  to  such  cor- 
poration, or  to  any  person  as  agent  or  trustee. 

Sec.  12.  Any  mayor,  alderman,  councilman,  clerk. 
See.  that  shall,  after  the  1st  of  January  next,  issue 
and  pass  into  circulation,  any  bill  or  note,  as  afore- 
said, to  incur  all  said  penalties,  notwithstanding  said 
note  may  be  signed  prior  to  said  first  day  of  January, 

Sec.  13  and  14,  provides  for  the  consolidation  of 
the  banks  of  Alexandria  into  two  banks,  with  a ca- 
pital of  one  million  of  dollars  each,  to  take  place  by 
written  articles  of  association,  prior  to  the  16'ch  June, 
1825;  provided  they  continue  until  that  period: — 
charters  to  extend  to  16th  June,  1840,  subject  to 
the  present  rules,  conditions,  &c.  of  the  Farmers’* 
bank  of  Alexandria,  and  also  to  the  rules,  conditions, 
&c.  of  this  act. 

Sec.  15  provides,  in  a similar  manner,  for  the  con- 
solidation of  the  banks  of  Georgetown,  other  than 
the  bank  of  Columbia,  into  one  bank,  with  a capital 
which,  added  to  the  ca^iital  of  the  bank  of  Columbia, 
shall  make  the  siim  of  two  millions  of  dollars,  and 
no  more,  subject  to  the  present  rules,  conditions, 
&c.  of  the  Farmers  and  Mechanics’  bank  of  George- 
town, and  also  to  the  rules,  &c.  imposed  by  this  act. 

Sec.  16,  contains  like  provision  for  the  consolida- 
tion of  the  bank  of  Washington  and  the  Patriotic 
bank,  with  a capital  of  one  million  of  dollars. 

Sec.  17,  in  like  manner,  extends  the  ciiarter  of 
the  bank  of  the  Metropolis,  with  permission  to 
augment  their  capital  to  one  million  of  dollars. 

Sections  18  and  19,  prescribe  the  vnodes  of  pro- 
ceeding of  such  banks  and  stockholders  as  may  or 
may  not  accept  the  provisions  of  this  act. 

Sec.  20.  All  banks  in  the  district,  except  the 
Franklin  bank  of  Alexandria,  from  and  after  1st  Jan, 
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1830.  tu  pity  one-sixth  of  one  per  centuni,  on  its 
Capiial  Siocic,  after  netting-  6 per  cent,  to  its  stock- 
holders, to  constitute  a sciiool  fund  for  the  educa- 
tion of  indigent  chddren  m each  town.  Each  bank, 
seiU'  amiuall',,  on  paying-  their  dividends  and  the 
afor  -said  one  per  centum,  to  render  an  exact  ac- 
count of  its  condition  to  the  secretary  of  the  trea- 
sury— on  failure  thereof,  or  an  attempt  to  defraud 
the  fund  aforesaid,  cong'ress  have  power  to  declare 
the  charters  null  and  void. 

Sec.  21.  This  act  to  be  in  force  from  and  after  the 
pass  ig-e  thereof. 

Tuesdiiy,  April  li.  Mr.  Alex.  Smythy  Mr.  Quarles, 
and  Mr.  Strother,  obtained  leave  of  absence,  from 
next  Monday,  for  the  remainder  of  the  session. 

Mr.^VnyitAjfromthe  militaiy  committee,  who  were 
instructed  to  enqilire  into  the  expediency  of  pro- 
viding a more  efE-ctual  remedy  against  duelling  in 
the  army  and  navy  and  in  the  district  of  Columbia, 
made  a report,  in  which  they  state,  “that  they  con- 
sider the  existing  law  as  amply  sufficient,  if  executed, 
to  repress  duelling  in  the  army,”  and  they,  there- 
fore, ask  to  be  discharged  from  further  enquiry  on 
the  subject.  The  report  was  adopted  by  the  house . 

The  house  took  up  the  bill  from  the  senate  to 
continue  in  force  the  act  of  the  29th  April,  1818, 
supplementary  to  an  act  to  regulate  the  collection 
of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed  the  2d  of 
March,  1799,  amended  it  by  adding  a section,  ex- 
tending the  time  for  completing  the  entries,  and 
for  taking  oatli  required  in  cases  of  exportation  for 
benefit  of  draw  back,  to  twenty  days  from  the  date 
of  the  clearance  of  the  vessel:  provided  that  alfotber 
regulations  and  formalities,  heretofore  established, 
shall  be  complied  with.  This  amendment  was  or- 
dered to  engrossed;  and  the  bill  to  be  read  a third 
time  to-morrow. 

The  engrossed  bill,  to  alter  the  times  of  holding 
the  courts  in  the  district  of  Columbia,  w'as  read  a 
third  time,  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concur- 
rence. 

A great  deal  of  private  business  w^as  variously 
acted  upon  this  day. 

Wednesday,  Apnll2.  Several  petitions  of  a ge- 
neral na^^ure  were  this  mon:ing  presented  and  re- 
ferred, or  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table,  viz: 

By  Mr.  Sergeant,  a petition  of  the  jirinters  and 
book-sellers  in  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying 
that  additional  duties  may  be  imposed  on  paper  im- 
ported into  the  United  states. 

By  Mr.  Sero^eant,  also,  a petition  of  sundry  inha- 
bitants of  the  city  of  Philadelphia,  praying  that  a 
duty  of  ten  per  centum  may  be  laid  on  all  sales  at 
auctixyii,  except  sheriff’s  sales. 

By  Mr.  Baldxtdv,  a petition  from  sundry  iron 
founders  and  manufacturers  of  iron,  in  and  near  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  prayingthat  additional  duties 
may  be  Imposed  on  iron  imported  into  the  United 
States. 

By  Mr.  Bohhvin,  also,  a memorial  of  the  Pennsyl- 
"vania  society  for  the  encouragement  of  American 
tnamifactnres,  praying  that  further  protection  and 
encouragement  may  be  extended  to  the  manufac- 
turing interest  of  the  country  g-ent  rally. 

By  Mr.  a memorial  and  petition  of  sun- 

dry mercliants  and  underwriters  in  the  city  of 
Charleston,  in  South  Carolina  praying  compensa- 
tion for  spoliations  committed  on  their  lawful  com- 
merce, by  cruisers  under  the  French  flag,  betw'een 
the  years  179S  and  1800,  their  claims  to  w'hich, 
upon  tlie  government  of  France,  for  indemnity, 
. Were  abandowed  outlie  part  of  the  United  States, 
in  the  convention  on  the  30th  September,  1800. 

The  committee  on  the  judieiarj  reported  iiufa- 


vorably  on  a bill  from  the  senate  “further  to  amend 
the  judicial  system  of  the  U.  S.”  The  bill  propose* 
to  incorporate  the  two  districts  of  4’eunessee  into 
one.  The  bill  and  report  were  laid  upon  the  table. 

The  bill  “concerning  the  banks  in  the  district  of 
Columbia,”  was  read  a third  time;  and  the  question 
being  stated — “Shall  the  bill  pass.'’” 

The  debate  and  proceedings  on  this  bill,  occu- 
pied nearly  the  wdioie  of  the  sitting. 

The  result  was,  that  the  hiW passed,  but  not  with- 
out great  opposition,  and  was  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concurrence. 

thutisday’s  proceedings. 

In  the  senate, — a curious  question  of  order  was 
presented.  On  the  bill  to  increase  the  salaries  of 
certain  judges,  decided  on  the  11th  inst.  the  vote* 
were  equtdiy  divided.  Every  bill  that  is  not  carried 
by  a majority  is  considered  as  rejected.  Mr.  Wal- 
ker, of  Geo  who  voted  for  the  bill,  moved  its  re- 
consideration. The  president  decided  that  the  mo- 
tion was  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  rule,  l o ac- 
commodate Mr  Walker,  Mr.  Barbour,  who  had 
voted  on  the  other  side,  moved  to  re-consider  the 
vote — which  being  done,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

Several  bills,  of  not  much  general  importance, 
among  them  that  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  city 
of  Washington,  (which  was  passed  writh  an  amend- 
ment) were  read,  laid  upon  the  table,  nr  passed,  Sccj 
Some  time  was  spent  on  the  bill  for  the  relief  of 
sick  and  disabled  seamen,  after  which  the  senate 
proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  executive  busi- 
ness. 

In  the  house  of  representatives.  The  bill  frem  the 
senate  “lo  continue  in  force  the  act  passed  on  the 
20th  day  of  April,  1818,  entitled  an  act  supplemen- 
tary to  an  act  entitled  an  act  to  regulate  the  collec- 
tion of  duties  on  imports  and  tonnage,  passed  the 
2d  day  of  March,  1799,”  was  read  a third  time  as 
amended,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concur- 
rence in  the  amendment. 

Thirteen  private  bills  were  passed  and  sent  to  the 
senate— -others  were  referred,  re-committc':!,  &c. 

Among  tlie  petitions  received  was  one  from  cer- 
tain distiller.s  of  Salem,  Mass,  against  the  imposition 
of  additional  duties  on  molasses. 

The  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a letter  from 
the  secretary  of  war,  transmitting  a report  of  the  su- 
perintendent of  Indian  trade,  shewing  the  amount 
of  goods  furnished  annually  since  the  peace  of  1815, 
to  each  Indian  trading  house,  with  the  articles  re- 
ceived in  exchange  or  payment  therefor,  toge- 
ther with  an  account  of  sales  of  such  articles,  Re- 
made in  obedience  to  a resolution  of  this  house. 

The  house  took  up,  and  proceeded  lo  consider 
the  bill  for  the  relief  of  general  James  Wilkinson, 
(for  the  indemnification  of  gen.  W.  from  a judg- 
ment obtained  against  him  in  one  of  the  courts  of 
the  state  of  Mississippi,  in  an  action  for  false  impri- 
sonment, during  the  alarm  of  Burr’s  conspiracy.) 

After  considerable  debate,  tlie  bill  was  ordered 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

]ijr.  Livermore  moved  to  discharge  the  committee 
of  the  whole  fi-om  the  further  consideration  of  the 
bill,/o?‘  the  alteration  of  the  present  tariff  of  duties  on, 
goods  imported,  with  a view  to  its  postponement. 
But  the  motion  was  declared  not  to  be  in  order  be- 
fore the  reading  of  the  following  bill: 

Thereupon  Mr.  Barbour  mo\Qd  to  lay  that  bill  on 
thetab*e;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

The  bill  from  the  senate,  supplementary  to  the 
act,  “concerning  navigation,”  was  twice  read,  and 
was,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Hill,  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  cemraerce. 
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Mr,  fVilUams,  of  N.  C.  then  moved  to  postpone | derick  G.  Wolbert,  Walter  Newcomb,  Joseph  R, 


'until  to-morrow  the  other  orders  of  the  day  preced- 
ing^ that  referred  to  by  Mr.  Livermore^  with  a view 
of  then  moving  to  postpone  that  bill,  until  the  next 
session  of  congress. 

Mr,  Williams  thought  that  there  was  not  time  to 
act  upon  this  bill — so  did  Ur.  Lowndes — however, 
the  motion  was  withdrawn  till  to-morrow. 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  bill  respecting  the  half-pay  of  tlie  sur- 
viving officers  of  the  revolutionary  army — the  first 
section  was  stricken  out,  or  the  bill  virtually  re- 


.farvis,  Thomas  W.  Freelon  and  Pardon  M.  Whip- 
ple. 

Samuel  E.  Watson,  first  lieutenant,  to  be  captain 
of  marines,  vice  Lyman  Kellogg,  resigned. 

James  M.  Clements,  second  lieutenant,  to  be  a 
first  lieutenant  of  Marines. 

To  be  surgeon’s  mates: 

Joseph  Kenz,  Lou,  Francis  S.  Bealtie,  Pa.  Tho-' 
mas  .T.  Nelson,  N.  Y.  .lames  Cornick,  Va.  Robert  F, 
Dandfidge,  Va.  Cliarles  R.  Smitly,  Ct.  William  WiL 
liamson,  N.  J.  William  D.  Babbit, Alass,  Robert  Fal- 


jected,  by  a majority  of  about  twenty  votes.  Butin  jeoner,  N.  C.  Samuel  C.  Smith,Ky.AlexanderWiL 
the  house,  it  was  laid  upon  the  table,  the  house  not  jliams,  f'enn.  Joseph  R.  Stillman,  N.  Y.  Thomas 


being  full.  Adjourned. 


Boyd,  Del.  Edward  Tilley,  Md.  George  Terrill,  Va. 
and  David  N.  Mahon,  Pa. 

To  be  pursers  in  the  navy  : 

.John  B.  Fanning,  Mass.  Edward  N.  Cox,  N.  Y, 
and  Nathaniel  B.  Perry,  R.  I. 

To  be  second  lieutenants  in  the  marine  corps: 
Augustus  A.  Nicholson,  S.  C.  Charles  Betts,  Va, 
Charles  Sears,  Mass.  James  M’Cawley,  jr.  Pa.  Ben- 


CHRONICLE. 

Execution.  The  awful  sentence  of  the  law  was 
executed  on  John  F.  Ferguson  and  Israel  Denny, 
at  Baltimore,  on  Thursday  last.  These  unfortunate 
men  were  of  those  who  seized  upontho  privateer 
Irresistible,  in  the  port  of  Margaretta,  about  a yearj Macomber,  R.  I.  George  Cooper,  Mass.  Abra- 
since,  and  brought  her  to  the  United  States;  and  on  N.  Brevoort,  N.  Y.  and  Samuel  S.  Ccejemaiip 
the  voyage,  also,  they  were  charged  with  the  com- 
mission of  certain  acts  of  piracy,  of  which  they  were 
convicted.  A lively  interest  was  taken  to  save 
them,  by  a petition  to  the  president — there  seemed 
to  be  many  extenuating  circumstances  in  their  fa- 
vor: but  the  president,  though  he  treated  the  peti- 
tion  with  marked  respect,  felt  it  necessary  to  shew 
that  the  laws  against  piracy  would  be  carried  into  ef- 
fect. 

Com.  Barron  has  so  far  recovered  as  to  have  left 
Washington  for  his  residence  at  Hampton,  Va. 

Davis,  the  person  detected  in  plundering  the 
mail  near  New  York,  has  been  tried,  found  guilty, 
and  sentenced  to  six  year’s  imprisonment. 

Maine.  Gan.  William  King,  (rep.)  has  been 
elected  the  first  governgr  of  the  new  state,  almost 
without  opposition. 

Massachusetts.  Gov.  Brooks  is  re-elected  by  a 
probable  majority  of  about  9000  votes.  The  senate, 
it  is  thought, will  be  composed  of  21  federalists,  and 
10  republicans.  It  will  be  recollected  that  Maine  is 
now  separated. 

Connecticut.  Governor  Wolcott,  with  the  lieut. 
governor,  secretary  and  treasurer,  have  been 
re-elected  without  opposition.  The  republican 
ticket  for  senators  prevailed  with  an  increased  ma- 
jority,  though  the  number  of  votes  was  not  so  large 
as  usual — say  by  2500  votes.  The  house  of  repre- 
sentatives is  republican,  by  nearly  tv\m  to  one. 

JVe-iu  York.  The  committee  of  enquiry  into  the 
conduct  of  judge  Van  JYess,  of  New  York,  have 
made  a report  to  tlie  house  of  representatives  of 
that  state,  in  which  they  express  the  opinion,  “that 
there  is  nothing  in  the  official  conduct  of  tlie  judge 
which  requires  the  interposition  of  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  the  house.” 

Er amotions  and  appointments  in  the  navy  and  marine 
corps,  confirmed  by  the  senate. 

JAeutenants  in  the  navy  to  he  masters  commandant; 

George  Budd,  Thomas  Ap  Catesby  .lones,  Josepli 
S.  M’Pberson,  John  Porter,  William  Bolton  Finch, 

William  B.  vShubrick,  Benj.  W.  Booth,  and  Alex- 
amlcr  Claxton. 

Midshipmen  te  be  lieutenants  in  the  navy: 

John  Jay  Young,  Charles  H.  Bell,  Abraham  Bige- 
low, Otho  Stagings,  William  Boden,  f since  dead  J 
Zachariah  W.  Nixon,  John  P.  Cambreling,  Hemy 


Ccejemaiip 

N. J. 

N.  B.  We  understand,  the  Midshipmen,  who 
would,  under  the  order  of  the  navy  department, 
have  been  entitled  to  an  examination,  and  who  were 
at  sea  and  not  in  a situation  to  be  examined,  will 
have  their  commissions,  when  given,  dated  back  to 
the  present  time. — JVat.  Jnt. 

Civil  appointments. 

George  F.  Strother,  at  present  a member  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  from  the  state  of  Virgi- 
nia, to  be  receiver  of  public  moneys  at  St.  Louis, 
in  the  territory  of  Missouri. 

Tunstall  Quarles,  at  present  a member  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  fromthe  state  of  Kentuc- 
ky, has  been  in  like  manner  appointed  receiver  of 
public  moneys, for  the  district  of  Cape  Girardeau,  in 
the  territory  of  Missouri. 

George  Bullitt,  of  Arkansas,  to  be  register  of  the 
land  office  at  Cape  Girardeau. 

If  art-well  Boswell,  of  Kentucky,  to  he  register  of 
the  land  office,  for  the  district  of  Lawrence,  in  Ar- 
kansas. 

John  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  to  be  receiver  ofpubv 
lie  moneys,  at  the  same  place. 

William  Douglass  Simms,  of  Alexandria,  to  be 
register  of  the  land  office  at  Arkansas,  in  Arkan- 
sas. 

Henry  TV.  Cottway,  to  be  receiver  of  public  mo- 
neys at  the  same  place. 

Benjamiti  S.  Pope,  of  Alabama,  to  be  register  of 
the  land  office  at  Huntsville. 

Obadiah  .Tones,  of  Alabama,  to  be  receiver  of  pub- 
lic moneys,  at  the  same  place. 

Christopher  Ellery,  of  Rliod®  Island,  to  be  collec- 
tor of  the  district  of  Newport,  R.  I. 

Barnabas  Bates,  of  Rhode  Island,  to  be  collector 
for  the  district  of  Bristol,  R.  I. 

Humphrey  Peake,  of  Y'irginia,  to  be  collector  for 
the  district  of  Alexandria. 

.^Died,  at  Charleston,  Va.  on  the  29th  iilt.  lieut.- 
John  Packett,  of  the  U.  S.  navy,  in  the  29th  year 
of  his  age.  A valuable  officer,  wlio  served  in  the 
Constitution  when  she  captured  the  .lav'a,  and  in 
Peny’s  squadron,  when  he  captured  the  British 
fleet  on  lake  Erie. 

, At  Oneida,  (N.  Y.)  on  the  16th  ult.  Cornelius 

O.  Tamany,  a venerable  chief,  and  principal  coun- 


C.  Newton,  Frank  Ellery,  Frederick  Varnum,  F>e-  ^ seller  of  the  Six  Nations,  in  his  89th  year. 
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intercourse  VTth  the  Indian  Tribes i 

The  following'  r g'ulations,  in  addition  to  those 
prescribed  in  the  circular  of  the  3d  of  September, 
1819,*  have  been  adopted,  with  the  approbation  of 
tiie  president  of  the  United  States,  to  g'overn  the 
future  distribution  of  the  sum  appropriated  by  con 
gressfor  the  civilization  of  the  Indians,  among  indi- 
viduals or  societies  who  have  established,  or  con- 
template establisliing,  schools  for  the  education  of 
Indian  children,  in  conformity  to  the  abovemention- 
ed  circular,  and  who  desire  the  co-operation  of  the 
government: 

The  position  selected  for  the  establishment,  a 
plan  of  the  buildings  contemplated,  with  an  estimate 
of  the  costs,  to  be  submitted  to  the  secretary  of  war, 
to  be  laid  before  the  president. 

Government  will,  if  it  has  the  means  and  approves 
of  the  arrangement,  pay  tvvo-thirds  of  the  expense 
of  erecting  the  necessary  buildings. 

No  part  of  the  money  to  be  advanced  till  after  the 
buildings  are  commenced;  and  one-fourth  to  be  re 
served  until  they  are  completed.  The  payment  to 
be  made  on  the  certificate  of  the  agent  Of  Indian  af 
fairs,  for  the  tribe  or  natioh  ih  wliich  the  establish- 
ment is  located,  as  to  the  facts  of  the  commence- 
ment and  completion  of  the  buildings. 

The  president  of  the  United  States,  will  contri- 
bute, out  of  the  annual  appropriation,  to  each  insti- 
tution which  may  be  approved  of  by  him,  a sum  pro 
portionate  to  the  number  of  pupils  belonging  to 
each,  regard  being  had  to  the  necessary  expense 
of  the  establishment,  and  the  degree  of  success 
Which  has  attended  it. 

No  advance  to  be  made  except  for  the  buildings 
till  the  school  is  in  actual  operation;  of  which  fact, 
ami  the  number  of  pupils  belonging  to  it,  the  cer- 
tificate of  the  superintendent,  or  person  having  the 
principal  control  of  the  institutioiij  will  be  sufficient 
evidencci 

A report  will  be  annually  made  for  each  establish- 
ment on  the  1st  of  October;  of  the  number  and 
names  of  the  teachers  and  other  persons  belong- 
ing to  it;  the  nUTpber  of  students;  the  number 
which  have  completed  their  course  and  left  the  in- 
stitution, since  the  first  day  of  October  of  the  pre- 
feeding  year;  the  number  entered,  the  amount  of 
disbursements  for  the  same  period,  and  the  value 
hnd  description  of  property  on  hand:  which  reiiort 
will  be  certified  by  the  su]ierintendent,  or  person 
having  the  principal  control  of  the  establishment. 

It  is  considered,  to  be  the  duty  of  all  persons 
Who  may  be  employed,  or  attached  to  any  institu- 
tion, not  only  to  seta  g'ood  example  of  sobriety,  in- 
dustry, and  honesty;  but,  as  far  as  practicable,  to 
impress  on  the  minds  of  the  Indians  the  friendly 
and  benevolent  views  of  the  government  towards 
them,  and  the  advantage  to  them  in  yielding  to  the 
policy  Of  government;  and  Co-operating  with  it  in 
such  measures  as  it  may  deem  necessaW  for  their 
civilization  and  happiness.  A contrar}^  course  of 
conduct  cannot  fail  to  incur  the  displeasure  of  g'-- 
Vernment,  as  it  is  impossible  that  the  object  which 

*See  Weekley  Register,  vol.  XVH,  page  32. 
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it  has  in  view  can  be  effected;  and  peace  be  habitu- 
ally preserved,  if  the  distrust  of  the  Indians,  as  to 
its  benfevoient  vietvs,  should  be  excited. 

J.C  CALHOUN. 

Department  of  tvar,  February  29,  1820. 


Legisloto.ro  of  MarylaiuL 

Comrmtnication  of  ike  executive  of  Maryland,  to  the  legislature. 

December  session,  1819. 

In  council,  ./Innupolis,  Dec.  6,  1819. 

To  the  honorable  the  pivsk’ent  of  the  senate,  aud  the  honorable 
the  speaker  of  the  bouse  of  delegates. 

Gentlemen—'W e hate  the  honor  of  siibrnitting  to  the  Icgisla- 
tuiT  the  following  statement  of  out-  proceedings,  nnder  sundry 
resolutions  and  acts,  prescidbing  certain  duties  to  this  d-  part’ 
merit. 

The  resolUtiot^,  directing  the  treasurer  of  the  Western  Shore 
to  make  a disp  isition  of  several  species  of  bank  notes  tf  ^ rpjn  de- 
signated,  has  been  carri  d into  effect,  so  far  as  any  contronl  over 
the  sameattached  t»us,  and  for  information  of  the  result,  we  beg 
leave  to  relertoa  Communication  from  the  treasurer  on  that  sub- 
ject, herewith  transmitted,  inarkw'.!  A. 

Agreeably  to  the  provisions  of  the  resolution  authovising-  the 
executive  to  employ  counsel  for  the  protection  of  the  state’s  itite- 
rest  in  the  controversy  then  pending  with  the  branch  bank  of  the 
United  States  in  th**  city  of  BaUimore,  W-  iminediatxrly  selected 
the  attoniey  general  of  Maryland,  the  hon.  Joseph  flopkinson  of 
Philadelphia,  and  Walter  Jofn.s.esquire,  of  Washington,  as  advo- 
cates of  the  state’s  claim  in  the  snpiemc  court  of  the  U.  States, 
and  allowed  them  such  a compens.ition  as  ive  considered  eqaal  to 
the-ir  services.  Aithougli  this  case  has  been  decided  against  the 
state,  wchavvthe  satisfaction  of  bfiing  assured;  that  her  claim  was 
ably  supported,  and  tiiat  nothing  was  wanted  in  zeal  and  talents 
of  th,e  counsel,  td  have  procured  a different  termination  of  the 
court. 

In  pursuance  of  the  several  instructions  given  to  ns  hy  the  re- 
solution respecting  the  roads  and  canals  of  this  state,  We  have 
transmitted  to  the  seCreiary  of  th'- treasury  of  the  United  States, 
such  suggestions  aiul  information  as  it  was  in  onr  power  to  make,' 
a copy  of  which  vve  herewith  lay  b'  fore  thr  iegislatura,  B. 

The  resolution  requiring  the  governor  to  forward  to  tJie  execu- 
tive of  Virginia  a copy  of  the  act,  for  inc-ovp., rating  a coinprlny  to 
erect  a toll  bridge  across  the  Potomac  river  Opposite  Shejiper  j’s- 
town,  has  been  July  att-.nuleil  to. 

Conformably  to  the  provisions  of  the  resolution  respecting  the 
sale  of  the  gunpowd.ir  at  Easton  anti  Annapolis,  w^-  hn'  c caused 
that  portion  of  it  at  the  former  plac'  ,tob:  r;  rnovee  to  Baltimore, 
with  instni'Cfimis  to  the  agentof  th-  stale  tii-?re  for  the  codec- 
tion  of  arms,  &c.  to  dispose  of  it  in  a manne."  most  advantageous 
to  the  state;  but  having  been  inibnned  by  him.  tliat  the  article,  not 
being  in  demand;  would  not  produce  a price  that,  in  our  opinion, 
couhi  justify  a sale,  it  of  course  r -mains  with  him  for  future  dis- 
posal. 

We  have  deemed  it  advisable  to  retain  so  inucb  of  it,  as  was  at 
the  seat  of  government,  with  th'-  eSeeptS'iu  of  a small  qjtsntiiy 
disposed  of  by  th*  armorer  at  this  place,  ar.d  by  him  accounted  for 
with  this  department  ia  a settlement  of  his  ciaiins  agMinst  the 
state. 

On  the  subject  of  thcarsenagit  would  seem  that  establishments 
at  Easton,  Annapolis,  Fred'»-vieUtoWn  and  Baltimore,  are  fully  suffi- 
cient for  the  purposes  r*quirail  of  them.  It  is  absoiiutly  neces- 
sary, that  some  fterson  should  he  chavg.-d  with  tin  sups-finientlauce 
of  the  puhise  property,  and  the  delivery  m'  ar-.ns  to  the  militia  iti 
Baltimore;  aud  from  ih  itnpoftanc.-  oi  that  place  to  tin  state , its 
eeiura!  position  and  facility  of  acce*s  to  all  parts  of  thfcstate,lt  is 
respectfully  submitted,  whether  it  woiiul  not  be  proper  to  form  a 
permaneBt  establishment  in,  or  near  Baltimore,  sn, ted  to  the  de- 
rhafidsadd  conveniences  of  the  p!a',te.  The  United  States  having 
ertecied  buildings  of  Considerable  extent  iu  Several  part'i  ot  the  state; 
it  is  probable  that  some  arrangenieut  might  be  made,  which  would 
give  the  state  the  advantage  of' :»  deposit-,  constantly  under  thej 
protection  of  a regular  guard.  The  state  kcepis.g  no  troops  iu 
service,  the  advaniige  of  fins  plan  is  suggest.;(l  lor  consiik ration. 

We  transmit  for  th>  inlisrmatioa  of  the  general  assembly,  a re- 
port made  by  the  clerk  oi'  this  department,  with  his  usual  accuracy 
and  diligence,  in  the  fuHiimewt  of  the  duties  of  his  office,  caku- 
<a  ed  U)  exhibit,  in  a plain  and  concisr  manner,  a full  aeeouiu  of 
the  arms  belonging  totiie  state,  from  the  commencemoiit  of  the 
late  war  down  ro  the  present  time,  marked  C. 

Thr-  register  of  the  land  office  is  proceeding,  Under  the  resoliu 
tion  requiring  him  to  transcribe  a certasn  rec'.ird  hook,  and  make 
out  indexes,  as  therein  prescisbed.  As  we  hat  e fourid  it  did:cu!® 
to  ascertain  the  value  of  the  work  until  itsh  .J!  be  p.-rfomied,  we 
have  forborne  to  enter  into  an  agreement  Wito  ihm  for  any  spe-^ 
cihe  sum,  au4i  have  wrdy  yet  allowed  him  a partial  advance  of  mo- 
ney, not  more  (on  the  most  moderate  scaif,)  tbati  we  ennsiuemS 
correspondent  with  the  progress  he  has  made  in  discharge  of  th« 
duty  requiret!  of  him. 
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Unfier  the  resolution  respecting  the  aiipointment  of  conn n 
siont  i-s  to  view  an:l  inspect  the  United  Stati  s’  lurti pike  road,  n 
rsiiigthvodgh  Alleghany  County,  tiiree  gentletnen  of  that  county 
were  appointed  cotnioissiooers  for  th:  pnrpos'=’  intended.  Two  of 
them  iiaving  deeltreid  to  act,  notliing  further  has  been  done  un- 
der the  resolution  upon  that  siihject. 

Ofthe  sum  of  one  thousand  dollars  deposited  in  the  treasury  of 
the  wi-st'-Tii  shore,  subject  to  our  order,  for  the  payment  of  nu!i- 
tia  claims,  we  have  applied  to  that  purpose,  seven  hundred  and 
niocty-fonr  dollars  and  forty  c.  nts,  and  we  have  no  knowledge  ol 
the  existence  of  any  other  demands  oj#  Ute  state  of  that  character, 
for  w'lieh  the  hala  .ce  can  be  required. 

The  act  entitled ‘ An  act  to  relieve  the  people  of  this  state,  as 
far  as  practicably  from  the  evils  arising  from  the  demands  made 
on  the  banks  of  this  state,  for  gold  and  silver  by  brokers,”  &c. 
has  been  published,  as  directed  by  tiie  resolution  upon  that  suli- 

^ Uiider  the  resolution  of  the  general  assembly,  calling  on  the 
executive  to  dir<  ct  the  attorney  genera!  to  ])roseeut,e  such  remedy 
aa  the  state  mu;'  have  against  ihe  officers  of  the  Union  Bank  of 
Maryland  for  ri  fusing  to  p rmit  Thomas  Fairfax,  esq.  assignee  of 
the  slate,  to  sub'seribe  for  a e -riain  number  of  sliar  'S.  agiveably 
to  the  i-igbts  traiisf-rred  to  him  for  that  purpos  , we  leave  taken 
the  earlic,t  steps  to  protect  the  interest  of  the  state.  See  paper 
marked  D. 

The  provisions  of  the  r solution,  authorising  the  governor  to 
draw  on  the  treasurer  of  tin-  \v<  stern  shore  in  favor  of  the  paymas- 
ter of  the  23rd  r giineotof  militia  lor  the  amount,  ascertained  by 
the  chrk  of  the  eotmei!  to  be  due  to  s.ai  l regim.mt,  have  be<m 
Compil'  d with  hy  the  payment  of  dive  hundred  and  iwenty-one 
dollars  nm!  eighty-six  cents,  to  the  paymaster  ther -of. 

Un'er  th  ‘ auviiority  delegated  to  us  to  procure  the  digests  of 
tiie  laws  of  those  states  a>id  territories  wliich  have  not  bven  pro- 
cured,and  also  beybert’s  Statistical  .'\nnals  of  the  U.  States,  we 
have  einpl  >yed  Mr.  George  Shaw,  of  Annap  lis,  to  aid  us  in  ef- 
fecting th-  ohj  ct  of  the  vesolutioti,  who  has  succeeded  in  ob- 
taining the  latter,  which  have  b'U-n  distributed  as  directed. 

We  "have  forwarded  to  the  scat  of  the  general  government,  for 
the  senators  attd  representatives  of  this  state  in  congress,  the  re 
solntion  respecting  the  er  ction  of  a liglu-itouse  on  the  Bodkin 

Point,  as  required  hy  the  legislature. 

A copy  of  the  act.  f>r  settling  the  western  limits  of  this  state, 
and  the  dividing  line  le  tw-en  Maryland  and  Virginia,  has  been 
forwarded  to  the  executive  of  the  latti-r,  for  t!»e  purpose  of  b -ing 
laid  before  tlm  legislature. 

As  no  application  has  been  made  to  this  department  for  a li- 
cense under  the  art.  providing  for  the  increase  of  the  revenue  of 
this  state,  by  laying  a tax  on  brokers  and  lottery  office  keepers, 
we  ar  - induced  to  b lieve,  tint  the  said  act  is  either  considered  hy 
tiiose  description.s  of  our  citizens  as  entir-ly  inoperative,  or  has 
been  h^  ilv  m disregarded  with  imptinity,  as  we  are  not  inionned 
of  any  prosecution  having  been,  instituted  in  any  eourt  in  this 
stat'  fora  violation  of  the  provisions  of  the  said  law. 

Th  money  appeonriated  for  covering  the  wall  enclosing  the 
state  house  circle,  has  been  applied  as  directed, awd  the  amount  cx- 
cee  'ed  by  a f w dohars,  an  account  w'hereof  we  herewith  submit. 
As  the  impaired  state  ofthe  work  int  tided  to  be  protected  by  this 
approiiriation,  rendered  it  impossible  to  know  the  extent  of  the 
injtiry  it  had  received  by  ex.iosure,  without  such  an  examination 
as  c.uild  not  be  had;  but  as  the  work  progressed,  we  were  pi e- 
cludetl  from  an  opportunity  of  jscertaiihng  the  expense  till  it 
was  completed. 

We  transmit  a letter  received  from  James  Ellieott,  president  of 
the  Cumberland  turnpike  road,  stating  the  terms  on  whicli  the. 
inanag  .Ts  of  titat  company  are  willing  to  dispose  of  the  road  to 
the  state,  niarkt*!  E. 

We  take  pleasure  in  laying  before  the  legislature  certain  reso- 
lutions of  revointionary  officers  of  the  state  of  Pennsylvania, 
committed  to  our  care,  with  that  vl -w,  ent  rtaiiiing  the  fuiiesi 
confidence,  that  they  will  meet  the  attention  they  merit,  as  oro- 
cet-ding  from  the  most  respectable  and  honorabl  source  I'he 
design  appears  to  he,  to  obtain  tin-  countenance  of  the  govern- 
jment  of  Maryland  to  claims  on  the  general  government  in  favor 
of  those  who,  with  their  blood,  have  sealetl  the  iudependenc-  of 
that  country,  to  which  they  now  appeal  fora  r'-mnueration  of  ser- 
vices not  to  he  forgotten;  and  in  obtaining  which,  a few  o(  our 
own  valuable  fellow  citizens  ar  * equally  inten  sted  with  the  inii- 
niorialists  of  our  sisti-r  state.  Papers  njarked  F. 

We  consid.-r  it  propel  also  to  lay  before  the  1.  gislatnrea  lettt  r 
address' d to  this  department  by  the  Committee  of  the  Athenaeum, 
a literary  institution  in  the  city  of  Philad' Ipbia;  ami  Iso  a pam 
plilet  containing  the  laws  and  regu latious  of  the  Amuieau  A.>  ti- 
quariun  Society,  a similar  institution  in  the  state  of  Massachusetts. 
These  so  ieties,  b -ing  desirous  ol  obtaini  ng  eo[>ies  of  the  laws  of 
every  state  in  the  union,  to  be  d-posit-'d  in  their  libraries,  we 
Lope  ihe  legislature  will  aid  th  ir  useful  iutmlions,  by  authorising 
llie  ex  ciitive  to  present  to  each  ofth,-m,  a copy  of  Kilty’s  laws, 
and  also  the  m.w  co'npilation,uow  nearly  compbted,  a donation 
wiiichweare  w llassuiv,!  wil  1 be  very  acc- pta  'de.  G. 

AV'e  transmit  fur  tb  inlbriaalion  and  att- ritioii  of  the  legislature 
the  following  papein  addr ‘ssed  to  this  dej)ait‘  >ent.  viz. 

A 1 tterfrom  th-  governor  of  P nnsylvae.i  ),  with  a copy  of  a ‘ 
law  of  that  stale  respecting  the  navigation  of  Oct.  rara  er 'ek.  H.  ' 

Another  letter  from  the  governor  of  Pennsylvania,  mielosing  | 
a resolution  passi  d by  the  legislature  of  that  state  proposing  an  ■ 
amendment  to  the  constitution  of  tlie  U.  States.  I.  ! 

Another  letter  from  the*  governor  ot  Pi.  i-nsv  Ivania,  enclosing  a' 
resolution  of  Ihesame  legishilur.-  res|)eetiug  ohstriictiuns  lo  the 
navigation  of  the  Susqu.  lianuah  riv'  r by  tlie  canal  comoa  ),  and  ' 
ocher  pap'  i's  in  our  poss.-ssiou,  ri.  lati  ve  to  that  subject.  K.  | 

A lett  r Irom  the  governor  of  Soiuli  Carolina,  encfisiug  a reso- 
lation  ofthe  house  of  rcpiescntaiives  of  that  stale,  disapproving  ; 


of  an  amendm.  nt  to  the  constitution  of  the  United  Stat  s.  f>ro- 
posttd  by  tiie  Irgislature  of  the  state  of  North  Carolina,  to  establish 
an  uniform  mode  of  electing  electors  ol  president  and  vice-presi- 
deut.  L. 

‘VIso  sundry  papers  in  support  of  the  application  of  William 
WooiJ  to  this  department,  fora  ri-mimk-ration  for  his . xpenses  and 
services  in  tli,-  apprehension  and  transportation  from  the  euy  of 
Balti  nore  to  A!h  ghany  county,  for  trial,  of  three  men  iiy  name  of 
Cotterill,  ehaig.d  with  a murder,  and  since  triej  and  cimvicti  d. 
As  tlie  application  states  no  pariicnlar  claim,  we  have  not  Judg  <1 
it  projier  to  make  a discri  tionary  allowance  otitof  th-coutie.g  nt 
fund,  hut  have  thought  it  best  to  refer  the  subject  to  the  consi-lcra:- 
tiou  of  the  general  assembly,  particularly,  as  it  tnayh  ad  to  the 
adoption  of  a general  provision  by  law  in  cases  of  this  kiod,  pre- 
scribing the  mode  in  which  criminals,  taken  at  a distance  from  the 
place  where  tle-ir  crimes  wer>  committed,  shall  be  conv^jed  to 
tile  prop^T  eoiMiy  for  trial,  and  providing  for  the  ex(».  nses  of 
their  arr:  st  and  frans|><  rtotion.  It  is  due  to  Mr.  Wood  to  express 
our  hell,  t,  that  he  deserv  s to  be  liberally  rewarded  fiir  his  great 
•'xeri  ions  in  bringing  these  off-nders  to  justice,  and  for  expenses 
im-iin-ed,  nion-y  advanced,  and  loss  of  ti  n.?  and  property,  in  ef- 
fecting it.  M. 

For  the  inform.uion  of  the  gen  val  asse  nhly  relative  to  the  si« 
tnation  of  th-  claim  of  the  state  upon  the  United  Stat  s’  g'lvern- 
inent  for  militia  > xopiulitur  s during  the  late  war,  we  transmit 
a l.-tter  lately  received  from  John  Leeds  Kerr,  esq.  the  states’ 
ag-nt;  aijd  we  bav  ■ tb  s itisfacti-jn  to  inform  you,  that  the  tr.-a- 
surev  of  the  wesu  rn  shore  has  lately  rec-cived  a further  advance  of 
one  liU'sdred  thousand  dollars  on  account  of  this  claim.  AVe 
should  do  injustice  to  lU  agent,  not  to  bear  our  testimony  to  the 
diligence  and  ability  with  which  be  has  prosecuted  the  states’ 
claim,  that  has  been  intrusted  to  iiis  care.  N. 

The  constituiioo  nor  having  particularly  prescribed  to  the  exe- 
cutive, th^>  duty  of  recommending  to  the  consideration  of  the 
legislature, sucli  measures  as  they  may  judge  neces-sary  and  ex- 
pi  dieiit,  w-  ought  not,  perhaps,  to  .extend  this  address  b'  yond  the 
succinct  account  before  given  of  our  proceedings  under  the  S',-ve- 
ral  acts  and  resolutions  of  the  general  assembly,  del  giiting  to  m 
particular  duties  to  be  performetl  during  the  pr.^sent  year,  and 
the  n;  ces.sary  notice,  ofthe  papers  we  have  transmitted.  As,  how- 
ever, the  executive  department  of  a free  republic,  from  tlie  very 
nature  of  its  official  situation,  is  bound,  at  all  times,  to  watch 
over  the  concerns  and  inter'  sts  of  the  state  over  which  it  pre- 
si'les,  with  a vigilant  and  supei-intendlng  eye,  it  is  hoped,  tliat 
it  will  not  be  deemed  officious  or  itmmsive,  if  we  venture  to 
invite  the  attention  of  the  legislature,  to  a few  subj-cts,  which 
we  deem  important  to  the  vv  Ifare  of  our  poiiiical  communi- 
ty. On  the  subj'ct  of  the  foreign  relMions  of  th-  union,  of 
which  our  state  is  a member,  we  shall  forbear  to  offer  any  re- 
marks. We  have  the  gratifying  certainty,  that  our  country  is 
at  this  time,  in  the  enjo)  nn  nt  of  peace  with  all  the  world,  a i les- 
singvvhicli  we  sincerely  pray  may  long  be  continued.  And  if  a 
speck  of  war  is  p' rceived  by  tlie  over  sagacious  or  the  timid,  in  a 
particular  quarter  of  the  horizon,  (an  event  which,  although  pos- 
sible, we  <lo  HOC  believe  to  be  probable,)  we  have  tlie  satisfaction 
to  know  that  our  country  is  equal  to  all  its  trials,  and  that  the 
mauag-meiit  of  such  concerns  is  in  hands,  to  wliose  wisdom  and 
fid  iity  they  baVe  been,  constitutionally,  and  we  trust,  safely  con- 
lid-.-d.  Without  ste  pping,  ther  fore,  out  of  our  way  iu  search  of 
subjects  over  which  we  can  hav  . no  control,  it  will  he  enough  for 
this  anti  the  other  departments  of  the  state  government,  if,  withiH 
th  ni'jre  limited  splu  re  of  interests  intrusted  to  their  care,  they 
s!)>dl  be  enabled,  by  the  enactment  of ’wise  and  wriolesorne  law?, 
by  their  prudent  and  faithful  execution,  and  by  the  examples  of 
their  own  lives,  to  protect  every  individual  of  our  community  in 
the  enjoyment  of  all  his  rights,  to  promote  morality  and  religion, 
to  encourage  industry  and  enconomy,  and  to  thus  increase  the 
sum  of  general  ha(>piness  which  otirciiizi-ns  now  enjoy. 

In  adverting  to  the  situation  of  our  own  state  during  the  year 
that  is  past,  itis  not  to  be  expected,  that  we  should  have  every  thing 
to  rejoice  at,  and  nothing  to  lam  uit;  that  every  thing  should  be  gay 
and  prosperous  and  iiotliiog' gloomy  or  unfortunate.  For  very 
abundant  crops  of  two  of  our  principal  staples,  one  sufficient  for 
our  own  siipoly— of  the  other.and  f ir  many  other  bounties  which 
it  would  be  tedious  to  euumerat'?  we  have  cause  to  be  thankful,  in 
humility  and  sincerity,  to  that  Providence,  which  gives  us  the  seed 
time  and  tiie  harvest.  And  if  the  general  brightness  ofthe  pic- 
ture of  our  situation  has  been  obscured  by  one  cloud  of  calamity 
if  we,  are  comp  dl  d to  turn  eyes,  with  sorrow  and  dismay,  to  the 
destructiv-  oialignant  fev.T  with  vvtiich  mir  commercial  city  has 
been  visited,  still  i t not  our  gratitud-  for  other  blessings  be  con- 
verted into  il.scoiiteiit.  and  murmuring.  Let  us  see  in  itthchaiid 
of  ehast>-iiing,  not  an  avenging  God,  and  bow  in  pious  subinis.sion 
to  his  infiictions  a>.diu  grin itude  for  the  deliverance  that  has  been 
experi-need.  In  speaking  of  this  distre.ssful  occurence  we  should 
he  unjust  if  we  did  not  notice,  with  proper  commendation,  the  lau- 
dable and  beopvolent  exertions  of  the  citizens  of  Baltimore,  in  the 
protection  and  su(>pe.rt,  for  many  weeks,  chiefly  by  donations  of 
privatt  (diarity.of  many  hundreds  of  poor  persons,  exiled  from  their 
homes,  ami  U.dgetl  in  temporary  barracks  and  tents.  In  aid  of 
this  plan  of  the  corporation,  the  governor,  in  the  absence  of  the 
council,  took  it  upon  hims  U to  t'-nder  to  the  mayor  of  the 
citv,  tlm  US  ' of  the  tents  ami  camp  equipage  of  the  state  in  the 
ars.  nal  there;  an  act,  which, if  it  was  an  assumption  of  power,  he 
c,“utide;  tlv  n-lics  upon  the  sympathy  of  the  legislature  with  the 
siiifi  rers.  to  ex  lose  or  to  sauctio 

A'tioug  ih  ■ subieet-'.  wliieb  w d-em  it  our  duty  to  present  t* 
the  atteii'tioii  of  tru  I gi,.latnre  ct  this  time,  the  state  of  th-  revenue 
Is,  pel'll. ps,  one  ofthe  higimst  importance  and  most  pressing  tie- 
e-.'Ssity.  Fro  a v-.u'ioos  causi's  the  r*  v-'oue  h-as  become  inadequate 
t'l  .11.'  . the  D-e  ss.iry  annual  expo'ss-s  of  the  state.  T!i  deficit  it 
is  not,  at  this  mouieut,  in  our  power,  nor  is  it  necessary  for  the 
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purpose  of  this  a<iilress,  to  state  with  pr  oisioa.  It  will  appear, 
in  a d.'taileii  statfineiit,  in  the  annual  r.  port  of  the  tivasnrei*. 
Among  the  causes  that  have  protiueed  this  unpleasant  stale  of 
thirigs,  ihe  lenity  and  indnlgotice  of  the  .state  to  its  dehtors,  until 
many  have  become  insolvent,  has  b^en  gr. finally  ouei  uing  for 
many  yean,  until  the  aggregate  loss  has.  at  I'  ligth,  become  y.-  ry 
consi  ierahle.  But  a more  abundant  source  of  our  pres,  nt  fiscal 
eniharrassire  nts  has  been  the  gr  at  exp^r.ses  inevitably  incurred 
in  the  le  eiice  of  the  state  duri.ig  the  l it.-  war,  for  which,  as  al- 
most ev-ry  source  of  efli.  iriot  rev.  nn:  was  occupied  by  the  gene- 
ral g(nvronj;  r)t,  it  was  i nposslbie  <<)r  the  state  to  Jarovid  at  t!ie 
time  by  any  dom  Stic  taxtliat  would  not  have  been  too  bnviheu- 
some  for  onr  f llo'V  citizens  then  to  liave  borne.  This  will  re  i- 
tlily  be  perci  ived,  when  it  is  state  d that  the  whole  amount  of  our 
war  expenditures, (not  great  r indeed  than  might  have  been  ex- 
pected from  the  length  of  tinu  the  ememy'  occupied  the  Chesa- 
peake and  the  frequent  invasion  of  onr  siior  -s.)  ■ xceedyd  th.  sum 
of  four  humlred  and  sev  nty-fnir  thousand  live  hundred  dollars. 
Anotlier  cans  of  tha  diminution  of  the  revenue  is  to  be  (ou.id 
in  the  present  disfrassed  an-i  > inbarrass“d  state  of  tne  banks,  in 
cons^xJlu■l'.ce  of  whieh  a eonsid<  ra!)le  p.sri  of  tlie  inco.ne' form- rly 
derive.l  from  a capital  of  about  five  hundred  thousand  dollars,  in- 
vested in  tliose  institutions,  is  now  suspeii  led,  if  it  be  not  lost 
for  ver.  Without  extending  this  e.iqniry  into  the  causes  to  which 
the  pr  -sent  deficiency  of  the  rev.  nuo  is  attiibutahle?  th  - faial 
consequences  of  delay  ing  to  meet  the  difficulty  will  ne  obvious  to 
every  refiecting  mind, as,  without  applying  a prompt  reme<ly  to 
th  evil,  and  rev  nue  ad ' quate  to  the  cecessary  expenses  of  tiie 
goveruiuent,  eaeh  successive  year  must  produce  an  increased 
consumption  of  our  capital,  until,  by  its  total  exhaustion,  tiiere 
will  be  little  or  no  otlv  r resources  left  for  the  support  of  govern- 
ment, than  an  annual  tax. 

The  constitution  having  very  properly  intrusted  the  raising  of 
reve  u , as  well  as  the  disposal  of  tit?  public  funds,  to  the  im- 
iiiediat ' representatives  of  the  people,  in  whose  wisdom  w'e  liav?' 
a just  reliance,  it  does  not  become  us  to  advise  or  point  out  any 
pai’ficnler  measures  under  the  existing  difficulties.  We  willonly 
take  leave  respectfully  to  ohservi , tliat  whatev  er  saving  can  be 
eiTected,hy  strict  economy,  in  any  branches  of  exipendiuire,  will 
be  equivalent  to  a corresponding  acquisition  of  reviuuiei  and  that 
■we  are  persu;sii  'd,  the  wisdom  of  Uie  legislature  will  be  able  to 
clevis'.- indirect  soui'C  's  of  T' venue  fully  adequate  to  the  present 
deficioncy,  without  at  all  resorting  to  a state  tax,  which  , in  the 
present  general  pecuniary  distress,  wonkl  c rtainly  be  oppressive 
to  our  fellow  citizens.  The  imp  irtant  interest  the  state  holds  in 
the  capital  of  its  several  banks,  will  of  coiirs-e  draw  the  attentii3n 
of  the  legislature  to  legal  regulations,  that  may  be  necessary  to 
save  and  render  valuable  so  large  a property,  and  at  tiie  saine 
time,  if  possible,  to  protect  our  citizens  fro  n the  iaconvenienc  s 
and  losses,  they  daily  sustain,  by  the  great  instability  in  the  valnc 
of  their  notes.  Considerations  of  delicacy,  connected  with  recent 
occurrences,  restrain  ns  from  enlarging  upon  this  subject. 

The  intimate  connection,  and  important  influence  of  the  state 
of  education  and  public  instruction,  upon  the  hobits,  the  morals, 
the  religion,  coiisequently  the  happiness  of  every  society,  pn?- 
sent  this  subject  also  as  an  object  of  primary  regard.  Some  consh 
derable  advantages  have, u.iquestioiiabiy, arisen  in  [larticular  places, 
from  the  aid  that  has  hitherto  been  given  by  the  state  to  schools, 
esla  dished  by  the  laudable  exertions  of  isidivlduals;  hut  the  estab- 
lishment of  schools  in  the  dilferent  neighborhoods  or  districts 
throughout  the  stat^-,  in  order,  as  far  as  may  be  practicable,  to 
afford  to  those  (whose  pecuniary  means  enable  them  to  <h>  but 
little  for  themselves.)  an  opportunit),’  to  give  to  their  childrf  ri 
plain,  but  useful  educations,  to  be  extended  further  where  pecu- 
liar genius  is  found,  presents  to  the  mind  of  the  statesman  a sys- 
tem, we  will  admit  of  greater  difficulty  than  th.-foccasional  endow- 
ment of  a seminary,  but  at  the  sa  ne  time,  of  more  imperious  duty. 

WIntlias  been  effected  under  the  bank  fund  provided  by  law, 
some  years  ago,  for  the  establishment  of  a certain  Jiumber  of 
schools  in  each  county,  we  have  not  been  informed.  But  we  have 
reason  to  believo,  that  in  some  counties  no  beutrfit  has  resulted 
from  it.  This  primary  object  of  establishing  a sufficiejit  num- 
ber of  schools  ill  each  county  being  first  accomplished,  the  plan  of 
possessing  at  hast  one  seminary  in  the  state,  that  will  open  the 
avenues  of  every  science  to  our  youths  of  emerprise  and  genims, 
and  will  enable  them  to  complete  tlu  ir  educations  within  their 
own  state,  thus  saving  to  ourselves  the  great  sums  annually  ex- 
pended in  distant  schools,  appears  to  be,  a in..3asine  of  sound  policy, 
and  migiu  hr  connected,  in  a system  ol'geiieral  visitation  a-id  sitper- 
intendeiice,  with  the  piimary  plan  of  neighborhood  schools.  In 
contemnladiig  this  idea,  the  recollection  naturally  r -verts  to  the 
great  advantages  once  experienced  from  the  se.minary  long, estab- 
lished at  the  seat  of  government,  whose  convenient  situation, 
former  usefulmss  and  local  fitness  in  respect  for  sucii  a purpose 
seem  to  present  it  as  particularly  deserving  of  regard  and  cuun- 
teiiance  At  this  time,  it  is  true,  the  funds  of  the  state  do  not  ad- 
mit of  an  extension  of  pecuniar}'  aid  to  the  purposes  of  education, 
beyond  the  existing  appropriations.  Rut  it  app:  ar.s  advisi-ahle  to 
have  so  important  a subject  yearly  uml--r  contemplation  fur  the 
purpose  of  maturing  the  most  practkahle  system.  And  as  tint 
great  fund  of  national  wealth,  the  wr.stern  lauds,  are  equally  the 
property  of  every  state  in  the  union,  having  been  either  cum 
quered  by  the  sword,  or  purchased  by  the  common  purse;  ami  as 
it  has  been  the  wise  policy  of  the  g-meral  government,  in  every 
sale  of  those  lamls  to  i-'  serve  a consid  -lable  part  for  the  endow- 
ment of  schools  there,  we  do  not  see  wiiy  the  Atlantic  states  may 
not  justly  claim  a portion  of  that  common  fund  for  the  same 
purpose,  nor  why,  with  proper  exertions,  it  may  not  be  ob- 
tained, 

_ Tae  anxi -ty  manifested  by  the  genera!  assembly  at  the  last  ses- 
sion, as  well  as  on  S'oroi,-r  occasions,  in  r^.g-ard  to  the  interieal 
jenprovemeuts  of  the  state  by  roads  aui  canals,  seem  to  render 


ita!  nost  unnecessary  for  us  to  touch  that  subject,  or  feeHiuiiifeV': 
enttoit. 

Wo  believe  there  is  no  subject  upon  which  the  impartial  ex- 
(>enditureof  public  money  will  be  more  readily  sanctioned  by  the 
approbation  of  our  iellow  citizens  than  the  one  here  alluded  to. 
If  is  one.  vvliuse  h Ji.'ficial  infiu-.nee  is  felt  as  much  by  th'  firmer 
as  the  merchant,  by  tiie  country  as  the  cit},  am!  indeed  extends 
! its  S'  iut  iry  efieets  to  every  department  of  iudusrr}-.  'I  he  roads 
I aiH  canals  connect -d  with  the  prosjieviiy  and  luii  a-ocement  of  oi;r 
j own  Corn  oereial  oietropolis,  and  those  leadiiig  to  the  city  of 
j We.sliington  am!  Georgetow'u,  wliich,  although  cedt  d from  onr 
i jorisfiiciion,  ought  not  to  Pe,  on  tliat  account,  its.s  tin-  object  of  onr 
{ regard  and  justice,  form  the  most  extensi  /ely  us  fui  and  im[jor- 
; taat  parts  ol' any  system  of  internal  itnprovunent,  W'e  can  pro- 
, pose  to  your  ccnisirt.-ration.  But  attention  is  also  due  foevetj  otb  r 
part  of  the  stat- ,vvnere  a litr;e  public  aid,  co  operating  with  the 
I exertions  of  individuals  particularly  interest' d,  may  oiten  build 
' a bridg-c,  make  a road,  improve  a riv. r.  or  open  a cmi'dl.  whieit 
i private  resources  alone  would  not  b..  capalde  o!  accomplishing, 
j If,  at  tlnstim  , it  is  not  in  our  pow,  r immedial>  i\  to  eng;igt  in 
works  of  t.nis  kind,  yet  Iktle  expense  would  be  incurre.l  in  mak- 
ing surveys  and  examinations  of.  the  conmry,iii  parrieul  .r  nlao  s , 
with  a view  to  future  inidertakings  of  public  utility.  Even  at 
this  time  it  might  p.  rhaps  be  deemeti  advisi-abl  . Iiy  those  w'ho 
feel  an  interi'St  in  the  prospia-ity  of  the  metropi^dis  of'the  state,  to 
ascHitain  whether  it  be  not  practicable  to  conneci  it  witla  the 
cities  of  Washington  and  Baltinmri',  and  the  rich  county  of  Fre- 
derick, by  roads  much  shorter  and  better  tliao  those  now  in  use. 

Fourteen  years  have  elapsed  since  the  passagi-  of  tim  insolvent 
law  now  in  force.  This  length  of  tim  - has  a!tbrd< d a'a  opportu- 
nity to  test  by  experience  the  pvacticai  wisdo.n  and  mihiy  of  tlis 
system  that  has  been  adopted  on  that  subject.  And  p rivaps  also, 
th'j  same  lapse  of  time  has  put  it  in  the  power  of  chican-  ; y an?!  cun- 
ning to  conyi  rt  a law,  intended  for  henovolmt,  just  and  sahuaiy 
purposes,  into  an  instrument  of  fraud  and  dishonesty,  'i’hat  the 
laws  of  tine  country  should  int  rpose  to  protect  uofortun.ite  and 
houesUlehtors  from  the  oppression  of  hard  h-  arted  and  sev-.re  cre- 
ditars, is  certainly  a sound  policy,  indeed  an  absolut  - duty.  But 
that  an  indnig  nt  and  merciful  creditor  should  be  d ira’oded  of 
his  just  debt,  by  means  of  tV'audul  iit  conveyances  or  conceal- 
m-mts  of  property,  by  an  unprincipled  debtor,  wh.o  posst  s.ses  the 
means  of  payment,  is  an  injuatice, for  which  no  legislainre  could 
ever  have  inteiuled  to  aifonlan  opportunity  hy  the  provisions  of 
its  laws.  Of  occurrences  of  this  sort,  we  beli>-ve,  t-omphint;:  have 
been  heard  in  every  part  of  thesiate.  It  is  th--r- fine  ivsp,.  cifu!ly 
submitted  to  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature,  whetlier  it  is  not  ad- 
viseabie  to  revise  the  system  of  insolvent  laws,  with  a view  to  the 
adoption  of  provisions,  eumplet  Jy  protective  of  the  really  unfor- 
timate  debtor,  and  with  a better  allowance  of  his  prcptriy  for  his 
immediate  support  than  is  now  antiiorised  hy  law,  and  at  the 
same  time  equally  protective  of  the  just  rights  of  the  humane  and 
merciful  creditor. 

The  writ  of  habeas  co7-/ms,  so  essential  to  the  protection  of  the 
rights  of  personal  fiherty  when  iikgaily  invaded,  has  sometimes, 
we  understand,  been  eluded  from  the  want  of  adequate  means  to 
enforce  obeilknice  to  it.  For  this  purpos-,  the  proceeding  audio- 
vised  by  law  is  uudersto.'id  to  he,  an  attachaient  tor  the  font  mut 
committed  in  not  eomsilying  with  the  mandate  of  tli  - writ.  I'liis 
may  suffice  in  cases  of  illegal  arre.st  and  imprisonm-.-ut  by  per- 
suns  V 'sident  a noug  us.  But  in  the  ease  of  persons  wh',  reside 
in  distant  states,  and  come  here  in  the  ]>rosecution  of  a pai  iicuiar 
description  of  u-affic,  in  whicii  individuals,  entitled  lo  freedom, 
have  so.ne  tioies  been  si-iz<!d  and  transported  by  fm-ce.  it  seems 
not  to  b ' -s  sufficient  sale  guard;  in  such  cas-es,  the  pr.  semoi' nt  eif 
writ  of  habeas  cor  inis  omy  serves  as  riutiee  to  the  oppi-ssor  to  fly, 
with  his  victim,  with  all  possible  speed,  beyond  the  jnrisdietio;-!  of 
the  judge  or  court  issinog  tlie  writ,  by  whidi  he  at  once  b'  cmties 
sale.  If  the  present  provisions  of  th#  law  be  such  as  we  supp  -se, 
the  k-gislaiure  will  judge  of  the  propriety  of  tln-ir  interposuiun. 

Tin?  only  reiiraiiiing  subject,  to  wdiidi  it  appears  necessary,  at 
this  time,  to  invite  the  attention  of  the  legislature,  is  tlie  .si  i-.e 
of  our  mililia-  It  isnaliirally  to  he  e.xpectcd  thai,  in  aseason  of 
profound  peace,  w hen  no  dang- r press- s,  the  aUeudaiice  onnms- 
t-  fs,  ami  the  fitigiues  of  discipline,  will  be  somewhat  neglected  bv 
an  in.lusirious  peos>le,  whose  time  is  valuable  to  them.  And  in. 
deed  it  does  not  app-  ar  necessary, in  a time  of  p -ac<-,  for  any  ntiliiy, 
to  interrupt  tlie  gmseral  indu.stry  of  the  country  by  more  frequent 
musters  than  may  be  absolutely  essentiai  to  tlie  keeping  iip  a mi- 
litia  system.  But  tlie  regular  enrolment  of  every  man  within  the 
prescribi  d ages,  in  some  company,  and  the  proper  arrangement 
and  oigauiziog  of  the  whole  burly  of  the  militia,  so  as  to  ascertain 
the  amount  of  that  dtseriptiou  of  force,and  to  enable  a constitu- 
tional call  for  its  si  rvices,  upon  any  emergency,  by  the  proper  au- 
thorities, eilh-ii'  of  the  state  or  tlie  general  govt  rumeut,  to  be 
promptly  complied  with,  seem  indispensable  to  make  it,  what  it 
Certainly  ought  to  be,  the  true  and  only  proper  dcfeuice  of  a friv? 
country.  Fhe  enrol meiit  of  those  li:iblV  to  be  nia.ie  members  of 
the  militia,  W’e  believe  has  been  much  neglected.  Wfmtb-a-  this  is 
owing  to  any  defect  in  the  existing  laws  or  to  tlie  difficulty  of 
exciting  attention  to  the  subject  in  our  present  slat--  oi  peace,  we 
are  not  prepared  to  say,  but  we  are  inclined  to  b lieve  that  some 
further  legal  p'rovisions'  might  be  us.-.ful,  to  secure  aniong  the 
officers  a r-.guiar  attention  to  tiiis  duty.  Of  this  h-jw,  ver  the 
legislature,  whea  they  examine  the  subject,  will  be  the  best  judges. 

TiK'se  several  subjects  we  hate  di-c-ried  it  our  duty  re.sp-'ctfuljy 
to  submit  to  the  wt.sdum  am!  condderaiion  of  the  ^neral  assem- 
bly, which  we  do  with  a fuii  as-uran-re  that  they  will  bestow  on 
them  the  attention  they  may  he  supposed  to  deserve,  and  that  they 
w'ill  take  such  measures  in  relation  to  them,  as  may  best  comport 
with  the  true  interests  of  the  state. 

We  have  the  honor  to  be,  very  respectfully,  your  m ohedk 
cut  savants.  C.GOLDSBOR  UGH-, 
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Proof  of  Cannon,  &c. 

The  Ibliowing  shews  the  great  caution  and  precision,  so  Ihi*  as  relates  to  those  subjects,  wliich  have 
resulted  from  the  establishment  of  the  navy  board. 

''rahle,  shozving  the  quantity  o f poivder,  the  number  of  shot,  the  number  and  length  of  the  Tvads,  the  number  of 
men  7ieces<,ary  to  ram.,  the  number  of  strokes  veqidred  on  each  xoad,  in  the  operation  of  loadijig,  ivith  the 
proof  charge.,  guns  and  carromidos  of  iron,  as  described  belo'iv;  established  by  the  board  of  navy  co7nmis^ 
sioners,  dlpril2Sth,  1816. 
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Description  of  Guns  and  Carronades: 

Proof. 

Powder. 
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Fortv-Uvo  pound  lo7ig  gunSf  : : : 

Istl 

28 

14 

2 

4 

1 

14 

3 

8 

1 

14 

4 

lO 

do.  dp.  : : 

2d 

21 

14 

2 

4 

1 

14 

3 

8 

1 

14 

4 

10 

Forty -two  pound  carroiiades  : : : 

1st 

8 

5 

2 

4 

1 

8i 

o 

8 

1 

8i 

4 

10 

do.  do  : : 

2d 

6 

1 

8| 

2 

4 

1 

8^ 

3 

8 

1 

8i 

4 

10 

Thirty -two  pound  : : : 

1st 

21 

4 

12| 

2 

4 

1 

12J 

3 

7 

1 

124 

4 

9 

do.  do.  : : 

2d 

16 

12^ 

2 

4 

1 

12| 

3 

7 

1 

12^ 

4 

9 

Thirty-two  pound  carronades  : : : 

1st 

6 

5 

8i 

2 

4 

1 

8i 

3 

7 

1 

84 

4 

9 

do.  do.  : : : 

2d 

5 

8 

2 

4 

1 

8i 

3 

7 

1 

4 

9 

Twenty -four  pound  : : 

1st 

16 

lU 

2 

3 

1 

Hi 

3 

6 

1 

114 

3 

10 

do,  do.  : : 

2d 

12 

Hi 

2 

3 

1 

Hi 

3 

6 

1 

Hi 

3 

10 

Twenty  -four  pound  carronades,  : : 

1st 

5 

ri 

2 

3 

1 

7i 

3 

6 

1 

n 

3 

10 

do.  dp,  t 

2d 

3 

9 

7i 

2 

3 

1 

3 

6 

1 

74 

3 

10 

Eighteen  pound  long  guns,  t : : 

1st 

12 

lOi 

1 

4 

1 

lOA 

2 

6 

1 

10^ 

o 

9 

do.  do.  ; : : 

2d 

8 

10^ 

1 

4 

1 

lOi 

2 

6 

1 

104 

3 

9 

Eig  teen  pound  cammnades  : : : 

1st 

3 

8 

7 

1 

4 

1 

7 

2 

6 

1 

7 

3 

9 

do.  do.  : ' : : 

2d 

2 

10 

7 

1 

4 

1 

7 

2 

6 

1 

7 

3 

9 

Twelve  pound  long  guns,  : : : 

1st 

8 

9 

1 

3 

1 

9 

1 

5 

1 

9 

3 

8 

do.  do.  : : : 

2d 

6 

9 

1 

3 

1 

9 

1 

5 

1 

9 

3 

8 

Twelve  pound  carronades  : : : 

1st 

2 

5 

1 

3 

1 

1 

5 

1 

3 

8 

do.  do.  : : : 

2d 

1 

10 

1 

3 

1 

1 

5 

H 

3 

8 

Nine  pound  long  guns,  : : : : 

1st 

6 

1 

2 

1 

84 

1 

3 

1 

84 

2 

7 

do.  do.  ; : : 

2d 

4 

6 

8i 

1 

2 

1 

8i 

1 

5 

1 

84 

2 

7 

Six  pound  /o??y  : : : : 

1st 

4 

7 

1 

2 

1 

7 

1 

4 

1 

7 

2 

6 

5 

6 

2d 

3 

7 

1 

2 

1 

7 

1 

4, 

1 

7 

2 

6 

In  all  cases  tV,e  powder  must  he  of  standard  proof;  that  is,  of  such  strength,  that  an  ounce,  avoir- 
dupois, will  propel  a24//i.  ball,  from  an  iron  eprouvette,  at  an  elevation  of  45  degrees,  200  yards.  If 
in  any  case  powder  of  this  standard  proof  cannot  be  procured,  and  it  should  be  absolutely  necessary  to 
proceed  to  the  proof  with  inferior  powder,  then  the  quantity  must  be  increased  proportionately,  so  as 
to  attain,  as  nearly  as  possible,  the  force  of  powder  of  standard  proof. 

file  powder,  the  shot  and  the  wads,  are  on  all  occasions  to  be  shoved  home,  though  gently,  before 
the  ramming  shall  commence. 

Previous  to  proving  carronades  with  powder  and  shot,  their  nave  rings  must  not  only  be  carefully 
examined,  but  proved  by  strokes  with  a hammer,  to  be  given  by  a strong  man,  as  follow: 


Description  of  carronades. 

Weight 
of  hammer. 

Length 
of  handle. 

Number  of 
strokes  on 
each  of  the 
four  sides. 

Forty-two  pound  carronades. 
Thirty -two  do,  do. 

''J'wenty-four  do.  do. 

Eiglitcen  do.  do. 

'I'welve  do.  do. 

12  ounces, 
H do. 

10  do. 

9 do. 

8 do. 

14  inches, 
13  do. 

12  do. 

11  do. 

10  do. 

Three. 

do. 

do. 

do. 

do. 
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The  breach  ring’s  of  carronades,  as  well  as  the  trvinnions  and  breach  ring’s  of  long-  guns,  are  also  to 
be  particularly  examined,  to  see  if  they  are  clear  of  cracks,  and  in  other  respects  perfectly  sound.  The 
trunnions  are  to  be  proved  in  the  mode  prescribed  for  the  proof  of  the  nave  rings  of  carronades;  but 
the  hammers  are  to  be  twice  the  weight  of  those  prescribed  for  the  proof  of  nave  rings.  'Fhe  breach 
rings  of  carronades  and  of  cannon  need  not  be  proved  by  the  hammer,  unless  there  should  be  indica- 
tions ofimperfection. 

After  being  proved,  every  gun  must  be  well  searched  with  a searcher;  and  any  gun  found  to  have  a 
defect,  or  to  be  honey-combed  one  tenth  of  an  inch  inside,  or  two  tenths  of  an  inch  on  tiie  exterior,  is 
not  to  be  received  without  being  proved  four  times:  that  is,  twice  with  the  first,  and  twice  witii  the 
second  charge.  And  should  the  guns  be  received,  after  undergoing  sucii  proof,  the  proprietor  of  the 
works  is  to  be  at  half  the  expense  of  so  proving  them.  No  gun  having  a greater  defect  can  be  received. 

In  all  cas«s  the  diameter  of  the  wads  is  to  be  as  large  as  the  muzzle  of  the  guns  will  receive,  so  that 
there  shall  be  no  wmdage  whatever.  Hard  wads  only  are  to  used,  and  they  must  invariably  be  made  of 
rope  yarns. 

The  shot  selected  for  proving  must  be  perfectly  globular  in  form,  and  they  must  be,  in  diameter,  so 
near  the  caliber  of  the  gun  that  the  windage  shall  in  no  case  exceed  one  tenth  of  an  inch. 

The  calibers,  or  diameters  of  the  bores,  of  iron  guns  and  carronades,  must  be  of  the  dimensions  stat- 
ed in  the  following  table: 


Calibers,  or 

Description  of  Guns 

diameters  of 

and  Carronades. 

the  bores. 

inches. 

42  Ib.'^ 

1 

f7.018 

32  lb. 

1 

6.410 

24  lb. 

1 

5.824 

18  lb. 

)>long  guns, 

; 5.292 

12  lb.  1 

i 

4.623 

9 lb.  1 

1 

4.2  .-0 

6 Ib.J 

i 

^3.668 

68  Ib.T 

1 

1 

f8.05 

42  lb.  1 

1 

j 

j 6.85 

32  lb.  ! 
24  lb.  j 

^carronades 

i 

! 6.25 
1 5.67 

18  lb.  1 

i 

1 5.14 

12  lb._^ 

1 

1 

L4.50 

KEMARKS. 


Any  gun  varying  from  these  dimensions  more  tlian  one- 
fifteenth  of  an  inch  will  not  be  received,  'i’he  manner 
of  detecting  any  unevenness  or  inequality  in  the  inte- 
rior of  the  guns,  occasioned  by  the  boring,  is,  by  re- 
flecting light  into  them  by  a mirror,  so  that  the  gauge 
can  be  seen,  during  tlie  wliole  process  of  passing  it, 
from  the  muzzle  to  the  bottom  of  the  bore,  or  cham- 
. her. 


After  having  undergone  this  proof  and  the  subsequent  searching,  the  cannon  and  carronades  are 
subject  to  tile  vvaler  proof,  by  means  of  a forcing  pump,  or  hydraulic  press,  prepareri  for  tliat  purpose 
— repeating  three  times  the  effort  to  force  the  w*ater  through  any  honey  combs  or  flaws  which  may  be 
in  the  bore,  the  pieces  will  be  left  to  dry,  an  1 the  next  day  they  must  be  emamined  by  the  refieded 
light  from  a mirror— any  small  holes  or  flaws  will  be  discovered  by  the  water  continuing  to  weep  from 
them,  when  the  solid  parts  are  perfectly  dry. 


Commercial  and  M mufacturing. 

The  following  bill  has  been  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee of  manufactures,  and  is  now  before  the  house 
of  representatives: 

A BILL  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports,  and  for 
other  purposes. 

Beit  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  ‘'representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America  in  congress  as- 
■sembled.  That,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of 
June,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty,  the 
duties  heretofore  laid  by  law  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  shall 
cease  and  determine,  and  there  shall  be  levied,  and 
collected,  and  paid,  the  several  dutie.s  hereinafter 
mentioned,  that  is  to  say: 

First,  A duty  of  12  l-*2  per  centum  ad  valorem  on 
all  dying  drugs  and  materials  for  composing  dyes, 
not  subject  to  other  rates  of  duty;  gum  Arabic, 
gum  Senegal,  salt  petre,  jewelry,  gold,  silver,  and 
other  watches,and  parts  of  watches;  gold  and  silver 
lace,  embroidery,  and  epaulettes;  precious  stones, 
and  pearls  of  all  kinds,  set  or  not  set;  Bristol  stones 
or  paste  work,  and  all  articles  composed  wholly  or 
chiefly  of  g’old,  silver,  pearl,  and  precious  stones; 
and  laces,  lace  veils,  lace  shawls,  or  shades,  of  thread 
or  silk. 


Second.  A duty  of  twenty  per  centurn  ad  valorem, 
on  gold  leaf,  and  on  all  articles  not  free,  and  jiot 
subject  to  any  otJier  rate  of  duty. 

Third.  A duty  of  twenty-five  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem on  hempen  cJotii  or  sail  cloth,  (except  IPis- 
sia  and  Holland  duck,)  prir, ting  types,  all  articles 
of  brass  copper,  iron,  steed,  pewter,  lead,  or  tin, 
or  of  which  these  metals,  or  either  of  them,  is  a 
component  material;  brass,  wire,  cutlery,  pins',  nee- 
dles, buttons,  button  moulds;  buckles  of  all  kinds, 
japanned  wares  of  all  kinds;  cannon  muskets,  fire 
arms  and  side  arms,  and  Prussian  blue:  Provided^ 
■fhat  where  any  person,  who  has  imported  copper 
in  sheets  or  plates,  shall,  within  twelvemonths  af- 
tersuch  importation,  produce  to  the  collector  satis- 
factory evidence  th.at  the  same  was  imported  sub- 
sequently to  the  thirtieth  day  of  June,  one  tbnusaml 
eight  hundred  and  twenty,  and  tliat  the  duties 
thereon  have  been  paid,  and  tliat  the  same  has 
been  actually  used  in  the  building  or  repairing  of 
ships  or  vessels,  there  shall  be  allowed  a drawback 
ofthe  duties  herein  imposed,  in  the  manner  and  un- 
der the  same  regulations,  as  are  provided  for  by 
the  existing  laws. 

Fourth.  A duty  of  thu’ty-three  per  centum  ad  va- 
lorem on  woolen  manufactures  of  ail  descriptions. 
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or  of  which  wool  is  a component  material,  and  on 
cotton  manufactures  of  ail  descriptions,  (except 
of  the  growth  or  the  mamifactuie  of  any  place 
or  country  beyond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hofie,) 
or  of  which  cotton  is  a coinponent  material,  and  on 
cotton  twist,  yarn,  or  thread,  a duty  of  thirty -three 
p°r  centum  ad  valorem;  on  nankeens,  and  c<dton 
manufactures  of  all  descriptions,  or  of  which  cotton 
is  a component  material,  the  produce  or  manufac- 
ture of,  or  im’poi'ted  from,  any  place,  or  country, 
bi^-yond  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  a duty  of  forty  per 
centum  ad  valorem;  Pr6n;u/ed,Tjiai all  cotton  cloths, 
or  clotlis  of  which  cotton  is  a component  materia), 
the  cost  of  which,  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
with  the  addition  of  twenty  per  centum,  if  import- 
ed from  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  or  from  places  be- 
yond it,  and  of  ten  per  centum  if  imported  from  any 
other  place,  shall  be  less  than  tvveu  y-five  cents  per 
square  } ard,  sliall,  with  such  addiuon,  be  taken 
and  deemed  to  have  cost  25  cents  per  square  yard, 
and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accordingly:  Provi- 
ded, also,  'Fhat  all  unbleached,  and  uncolored  cot- 
ton twist,  yarn,  or  tliread,  the  original  cost  of  which 
shall  be  less  ihan  sixty  cents  per  pound,  shall 
be  deemed  and  taken  to  have  cost  sixty  cents 
per  pound,  and  sliall  be  charged  with  duiy  accord- 
ingly; and  all  bleached  or  colored  yarn,  twist,  or 
thread,  the  original  cost  of  which  shall  have  been 
less  than  seventy-five  cents  per  pound,  shall  beta- 
ken  and  deemed  to  have  cost  seventy-five  cents 
per  pound,  and  shall  be  charged  with  duty  accord- 
ing!}; a duty  of  twenty-bve  per  centum  ad  valorem, 
on  ail  manufactures  of  linen,  or  of  whicli  flax  is  a 
CO  - ponent  material:  Provided,  fhat:  all  linen  cloths, 
or  cloths  of  which  linen  is  a comyionent  material, 
from  whatever  ])lace,  tliecost  of  which  at  the  place 
whence  imported,  with  the  addition  often  per  cen, 
turn,  shall  be  lesstoan  twenty -five  cents  per  square 
yard,  shall,  with  such  addition,  be  taken  and  deem- 
ed to  have  cost  twenty -five  cents  per  square  yard, 
and  shall  be  charj^ed  with  duly  accordingly 

Fifth.  A duty  ( f forty  per  centum  ad  valorem,  on 
clotliing  ready  made;  on  ail  bonnets,  hats,  and  caps 
of  wool,  fur,  b’aDiev,  chip,  straw,  or  silk,  or  of  which 
eitherisa  component  material:  P)'(iwV/ef/,d'hat  if  the 
cosfbf  the  same  at  the  place  whence  imported, 
with  the  addition  of  ten  per  centum,  sliall  be  less 
than  one  dollar  each,  they  shall  be  deemed  and  ta- 
ken to  have  cost  one  dollar  each,  and  shall  be 
charged  with  duty  accordingly;  a duty  of  thirty  per 
centum  ad  valorem  on  all  manufactures  of  silk,  from 
any  jilace  or  country  beyond  the  Gape  of  Good 
Hope;  a duty  of  thirty -five  per  centum  ad  valorem 
on  printed  hooks,  painted,  stained,  or  colo>'ed  pa- 
per, or  paper  hangings,  clocks,  and  time  pieces;  on 
umbrellas,  parasols,  (of  whatever  materials  made, 
and  sticks,  stretcliers,  and  other  parts,  and  all  fur- 
niture for  umbrellas  and  parasols;  on  bonnets  and 
caps  for  women,  rot  otherwise  enumerated;  fans, 
feathers,  ornaments  for  head-dresses, artificial  flow- 
ers, millinery  of  all  sorts,  cosmetics,  washes,  bal- 
sams, perfumes,  pamted  floor  cloths,  oil  cloths,  mats 
of  grass,  or  flags,  salbid  oil,  pickles,  capers,  olives, 
mustard,  comfits,  and  sweetmeats,  preserved  in  su- 
gar orbraiidv,  confectimiary,  wafers,  cabinet  wares, 
and  all  manufactures  of  wood;  coach  lace,  carriages 
of  all  descriptions,  and  ah  funiiiire,  trimmings,  and 
parts  thereof;  leather,  and  all  manufactures  of  lea- 
ther, or  of  which  leather  is  a component  material; 
saddles,  bridles,  harness,  parchment,  brushes,  canes, 
walking,  sticks,  whips,  gilt  and  plated  wares,cut  glass, 
ch.in'i  wares,  e.’tr'hen,  crockery  and  stone  wares; 
marble,  alabasier,  and  all  work  or  rnanufactu  es 
thereof.  And  in  ail  cases  where  an  ad  valorem  du- 


ty shall  be  charged,  it  shall  be  calculated  on  the 
invoice  price  of  the  articles  at  the  place  wlience  im- 
ported, or  on  tlie  estimated  price,  according  to  the 
provisions  of  this  act,  (exclusive  of  packages,  com- 
missions, anti  all  charge.s,)  with  tlie  usual  addition 
established  by  law,  of  twenty  per  centum  on  all 
merchandise  imported  from  places  beyond  the 
Cape  of  Good  Hope,  and  often  per  centum  on  arti- 
cles imported  from  all  other  places,  together  with 
the  amount  of  all  such  bounties,  premiums,  draw- 
backs, allowances  or  discounts,  as  may  be  given, 
paia  or  allowed,  in  the  place  or  country  whence 
imported;  which  shall  be  aacertained  and  calculat- 
ed in  such  manner,  and  under  such  rules  and  regu- 
lations, as  shall,  from  time  to  time,  be  prescribed 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury. 

Sixth  'I'he  following  duties,  severally  and  sped- 
ficaily:  on  ale,  beer,  and  porter,  in  bottles,  twenty 
cents  per  gallon;  on  ale,  beer,  and  porter,  imported) 
otherwise  than  in  bottles,  fifteen  cents  per  gallon; 
on  alum,  three  dollars  per  hundred  weight;  on  al- 
monds, four  cents  per  pound;  on  black  glass  bot- 
tles, two  dollars  per  groce;  on  boots,  two  dollars  ’ptr 
pair;  on  bristles,  three  cents  per  pound;  on  playmg 
cards,  thirty -five  cents  per  pack;  on  tarred  cables 
and  cordage,  four  cents  per  pound;  on  untarred  cor- 
dage, yarns,  twine,  pack  thread,  and  seins,  five 
cents  per  pound;  on  tallow  candles,  five  cents  per 
pound;  on  wax  and  spermaceti  candles,  eight  cents 
per  pound;  on  Gliinese  cassia,  ten  cents  per  pound; 
on  cinnamon,  thirty -three  and  one  third  cents  per 
pound;  on  cloves,  ihirti^-five  cents  per  pound;  on 
cheese,  nine  cents  per  pound;  on  cliocolate  four 
cents  per  pound;  on  cocoa,  three  cents  per  pound; 
on  coal.,  six  cents  per  heaped  bushel;  on  copperas, 
two  dollars  per  hundred  weight;  on  copper  rods, 
bolts,  spikes,  or  nails,  and  composition  rods,  bolts, 
spikes,  or  nails,  four  cents  per  pound;  corks,  fifteen 
cents  per  pound;  on  coffee,  six  cents  per  pound;  on 
cotton,  six  cents  per  pound;  on  currants,  four  cents 
per  pound;  on  figs,  four  cents  per  pound;  on  fo- 
reign caught  fish,  one  dollar  per  quintal;  on  macke- 
rel, one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  perbarrel;  on  salmon, 
two  dollars  per  barrel;  and  on  all  other  pickled 
fish,  one  dollar  per  barrel;  on  window  glass,  not 
above  eight  inches  by  ten  inches  in  size,  three  .dok 
lars  per  hundred  square  feet;  on  the  same,  not  above 
ten  inches  by  twelve  inches  in  size,  three  dollars 
and  twenty -five  cents  per  hundred  square  feet;  on 
the  same,  if  above  ten  inches  by  twelve  inches  in 
size,  three  dollars  and  seventy -five  cents  per  hun- 
dred square  feet;  on  plain  uncut  flint  glass,  ten 
cents  per  pound;  on  glue,  ten  cents  per  pound;  on 
gnn  powder,  ten  cents  per  pound;  on  hemp,  two 
dollars  and  fifty  cents  cer  luindred  weight;  on  iron, 
or  steel  wire,  not  exceeding  number  eighteen,  five 
cents  per  pound,  and  over  number  eigliteen,  nine 
cents  per  pound;  on  iron  in  bars  and  bolts,  except- 
ing ii'on  manufactured  by  rolling,  one  dollar  and 
twenty -five  cents  per  hundred  weight;  on  iron  in 
sheets,  rods,  and  hoops,  three  dollars  per  hundred 
weight;  and  in  bars  or  bolts,  when  manufaetured,  in 
whole  or  in  part,  by  rolling,  and  on  anchors,  two 
dollars  per  hundred  weight;  iron  in  pigs,  seventy- 
five  cents  per  hundred  weight;  on  iron  castings, 
one  dollar  and  fifty -cents  per  hundred  weight;  on 
spades  and  shovels,  twenty-five  cents  each;  on  slates 
and  tiles  for  building,  not  exceeding  twelve  inches 
square,  two  dollars  per  thousand;  over  twelve  in- 
ches, and  not  exceeding  fourteen  inches  square, 
tliree  dollars  per  tliousand;  over  fourffeen,  and  not 
exceeding  sixteen  inches  square,  four  dollars  per 
tliousand;  over  sixteen,  and  not  exceeding  eighteen 
inches  square,  five  dollars  per  thousand;  over  eigh- 
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toeii,and  uot  exceeding  twenty  incaes  square,  sjx 
dollars  per  thousand;  on  foiio  and  quarto  post,  pot, 
cap,  crown,  demy,  medium  paper,  twenty -cents , 
i)eri)ound;  on  royal,  super  royal, imperial,  elephant, ! 
writing,  Iblio  post  anddrawing  paper,  fifteen  cents  I 
per  pound;  on  ail  painting  and  copper  plate  paper,! 
twelve  and  an  half  cents  per  poun.d;  on  all  other  I 
course  paper,  not  enumerated,  ten  cents  per  pound;  | 
on  screws  of  wire,  not  exceeding  one  inch  in  length,  j 
eight  cents  per  groce;  over  one  inch,  and  not  ex-  j 
ceeding  two  inches  in  length,  fourteen  cents  per 
groce;  over  two  inches  in  length,  twenty  cents  per 
groce;  on  ginger,  rougi),  one  cent  per  pound; 
ground,  four  cents  per  pound;  preserved,  ten  cents 
per  pound;  on  sewing  silk,  and  silk  and  worsted 
twist,  one  dollar  fifty  cents  per  pound;  on  indigo, 
fifteen  cents  per  pound;  on  lead  in  pigs  or  bars,  one 
cent  per  pound;  in  sheets,  two  cents  ])er  pound;  on 
shot,  manufactured  of  lead,  three  cents  per  pound; 
on  red  and  white  lead,  dry  or  ground  in  oil,  four 
cents  per  pound;  on  mace,  one  dollar  and  twenty- 
five  cents  per  pound;  on  molasses,  ten  cents  pel" 
gallon;  on  nails,  of  ii’on,  five  cents  per  pound:  on 
nutmegs,  seventy-five  cents.per  |jound;  on  jiepper, 
ten  cents  per  pound;  on  pimento,  eight  cents  per 
pound;  on  plums  and  prunes,  four  cents  per  pound; 
on  muscatel  raisins  and  raisins  in  jars  and  boxes, 
four  cents  per  pound;  on  all  other  raisins,  three 
cents  per  pound;  on  salt,twemy-five  cents  per  bush- 
el of  fifty-six  pounds;  on  ochre,  dry,  one  cent  per 
pound;  in  oil,  one  and  a half  cents  per  pound;  on 
steel,  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  per  hundred  weight; 
on  segars,  five  dollars  per  thousand;  on  spii'its,  from 
grain,  of  first  proof,  forty-two  cents  per  gallon;  of 
second  proof,  forty-five  cents  per  gallon;  of  third 
proof,  forty-eiglit  c-ents  per  gallon;  of  fourth  proof, 
fifty-two  cents  per  gallon;  of  fifth  proof,  sixty  cents 
per  gallon;  above  fifth  proof,  seventy -five  cents  per 
gallon;  on  spirits,  from  otlier  materials  than  grain, 
offirst  and  second  ju'oof,  thirty -eight  cents  per  gal- 
Ion;  of  third  proofj  forty-two  cents  per  gallon;  of 
fourth  proof,  forty-eight  cents  per  gallon;  of  fifth 
proof,  fifty-seven  cents  per  gallon;  above  fifth 
proof,  seventy-cents  per  gallon;  on  slices  and  slip- 
pers, ofs  ik,  fiftv-cents  per  pair;  on  shoes  and  slip- 
pers of  leather,  fifty-cents  per  pair;  on  shoes  and 
slippers  for  children,  twenty -five  cents  per  pair;  on 
spikes,  of  iron,  four  cents  per  pound;  on  soap,  four 
cents  per  pound;  on  brown  sugar,  four  cents  per 
pound;  on  white,  clayed  or  powdered  sugar,  five 
cents  per  pound;  on  lump  sugar,  twelve  and  a half 
cents  per  pound;  on  loaf  sugar,  and  on  sugar  candy, 
fifteen  cents  per  pound;  on  snuff,  fifteen  cents  per 
^ pound;  on  tallow,  one  cent  per  pound;  on  tea,  from 
China,  in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  United  States,  as 
follows,  viz:  hyson  skin,  souchong,  and  all  other 
black,  twenty-five  cents  per  pound;  imperial,  gun- 
powder, and  gomee,  fifty  cents  per  pound;  hyson 
and  young  hyson,  forty  cents  per  pound;  and  other 
green,  twenty-eight  cents  per  pound;  on  teas  from 
any  other  place,  or  in  any  other  than  ships  or  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States,  as  follows,  viz:  bohea, 
h'i  son  skin,  souchong,  and  all  other  black,  thirty- 
four  cents  per  pound;  imperial,  gunpowder  and 
gomee,  sixty-eight  cents  per  pound;  hyson  and 
young  hyson,  fifty-six  cents  per  pound;  other  green,  j 
thirty-eight  cents  jier  pound;  on  manufactured  to-j 
bacco,  otlier  than  snuff  and  seg’ars,  ten  cents  per, 
pound;  on  whiting,  uid  Paris  white,  one  cent  per 
pound;  on  wine,  as  follows,  viz:  on  Madeira,  Bur- 
gundy, Champaign,  Rhenish  and  Tokay,  ; on 

Siierry  and  St  Lucar, ; on  other  wine  not  enu- 
merated, wlien  imported  in  bottles  or  cases, ; 

‘•m  Lisboii,  Oporto,  and  im  other  wines  of  Portugal, 


and  those  of  Sicily,  ; on  Teneriffe,  Fayal,  and 

other  svmes  of  tiie  Western  Isiai.ds,  ; on  all 

other  wines,  when  imported  otherwise  tiian  in  ca- 
ses and  bottles, ; on  Russia  duck,  (not  exceed- 

ing fifi) -two  archeens  each  piece,)  two  dollars;  on 
Ravens  duck,  (not  exceeding  fifty-two  arc’neens  per 
piece  ) one  dollar  and  twenty -five  cents;  on  Hol- 
land duck,  (not  exceeding  fifty -two  archeei.s  per 
piece,)  two  dollars  and  fifty  cents;  on  siiermaceti 
oil,  of  foreign  fishing,  twenty-five  ci  nts  per  gallon; 
on  whale,  and  other  fish  oil,  of  foreign  fishing,  fif- 
teen cents  per  gallon;  and  on  olive  oil  in  casks, 
twenty-five  cents  per  gallon;  and  on  linseed  oil, 
twenty-five  cents  per  gallon;  blue  ritrol,  eight 
cents  per  pound;  oil  of vitrol,  five  cents  per  pound; 
nitric  acid,  six  cents  per  pound;  muriatic  acid, four 
cents  per  pound;  sugar  of  lead,  six  cents  per 
pound. 

Sec.  2.  ^ind  be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  fol- 
lowing articles  shall  be  free  of  duty;  that  is  to  say: 
all  articles  imported  for  the  use  of  the  United 
States;  philosophical  apparatus,  instrumems,  books, 
maps,  charts,  statues,  busts,  casts,  paintings!  draw- 
ings, engravings,  specimens  of  sculpture,  cabinets 
of  coins,  gems,  medals,  and  all  other  collections  of 
antiquities;  statuary,  modelling,  painting,  drawing, 
etching,  or  engraving,  specially  imported  by  order 
and  for  the  use  of  any  society,  incorporated  for 
philosophical  or  literary  purposes,  or  for  the  en- 
couragement of  the  fine  arts,  or  by  order  and  for 
the  use  of  any  seminary  of  learning;  specimens  in 
natural  liistory,  mineralogy,  botany,  and  anatomi- 
cal preparations,  models  of  machinery  and  other 
inventions,  plants,  and  trees;  wearing  apparel,  and 
other  personal  baggage,  in  actual  use;  and  the  im- 
plements or  tools  of  trade  of  persons  arriving  in 
the  United  States;  regulus  of  antimony;  bark  of  the 
cork  tree,  unmanufactured;  animals  imported  for 
breed;  burr  stones  iin wrought;  gold  coin,  silver 
coin,  and  bullion,;  clay;  unwrought  copper,  import- 
ed in  any  shajje  for  the  use  of  the  mint;  old  copper 
and  brass,  and  pewter,  fit  only  to  be  re-manufac- 
tured; brass,  copper,  and  tin,  in  pigs  and  bars;  furs, 
undressed,  of  all  kinds;  raw  hides  and  skins;  lapis 
caliraanaris;  piuister  of  Paris;  rags  of  any  kind  of 
cloth;  sulphur  or  brimstone;  barilla;  Brazil  wood,; 
brazilletto,  red  wood,  camwood,  fustic,  logwood, 
Nicarauga,  and  other  dye  woods;  wood,  unmanu- 
factured, of  any  kind;  zinc,  teutenague,  or  spelter; 
raw  silk. 

Sec.  3.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  an  addi- 
tion of  ten  per  centum  shall  be  made  to  the  several 
rates  of  duties  above  specified  and  imposed,  in  re- 
spect to  all  goods,  wares,  and  merchandise,  on  the 
importation  of  which  in  American  or  foreign  ves- 
sels a specific  discrimination  has  not  been  herein  al- 
ready made,  vvhidi,  after  the  said  thirtieth  day  of 
June,  1820,  shall  be  imported  in  ships  or  vessels  not 
of  the  United  States:  Prawder/,  Tiiat  this  addition- 
al duty  shall  not  apply  to  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandise, imported  in  sliips  or  vessels  not  of  the 
United  States,  entitled,  I>y  treaty  or  by  any  act  or 
acts  of  congress,  to  be  entered  in  the  ports  of  the 
United  States,  on  the  payment  of  the  same  duties 
as  are  paid  on  goods,  wares  and  merchandise,  im- 
ported in  ships  or  vessels  of  the  U.  States. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  'J^hat  there  shall 
be  allowed  a drawback  of  the  duties  by  this  act 
imposed,  on  tin  in  sheets,  which  may  be  manufac- 
tured into  articles  for  use,  and  on  brazier’s  copper, 
manufactured  into  stills,  boilers,  ]fipes  or  tubes,  by, 
for,  or  on  account  of  the  person  or  persons  import- 
ingthe  same,  upwn  the  exportation  thereof  within 
the  time  and  in  the  manner  prescribed  by  the  e.x- 
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isting'  law,  so  fur  as  the  same  may  be  applicable,  and, 
limit r sucli  rules  ami  reguiations  as  may  be  pre- 
scribed by  the  secretar}  of  tiie  treasury;  and  also 
onail  other  goodis,  wares,  and  merchandise  import- 
ed into  the  United  Stales,  upon  the  exportation 
thereof  within  the  tiiue  and  in  the  manner  prescrib- 
ed by  the  ex  stiug’  laws,  subject  to  the  following 
provisions, tiiat  is  to  say:  taat  there  shall  not  be  an 
allowance  of  the  drawback  of  duties  in  the  case  of 
goods  imjiorted  in  foreign  vessels  from  any  of  the 
dominions,  colonies,  or  poss^.-ssions  of  any  foreign 
power,  to  and  with  winch  the  vessels  of  the  United 
States  are  not  permitted  to  go  and  trade;  that  there 
shall  not  be  an  allowance  of  the  drawback  of  duties 
for  tee  amount  of  the  additional  duties  by  this  act 
imposed  on  goods  imported  in  vessels  not  of  the 
United  States;  that  there  shall  not  be  an  allowance 
of  the  drawback  in  case  of  foreign  dried  and  pick- 
led  fish,  and  other  salted  provisions,  fish,  oil,  or 
playing  cards;  that  there  shall  be  deducted  and  re- 
tained from  the  amount  of  the  duties  on  goods  ex- 
ported with  tlie  benefit  of  drawback,  (other  than 
spirits)  two  and  a half  per  centum;  and  that  there 
shall  be  retained  in  the  case  of  spirits,  exported 
with  the  benefit  of  drawback,  two  cents  per  gallon 
upon  the  quantity  of  spirits,  and  also  three  per  cen- 
tum on  the  amount  of  duties  payable  on  the  impor- 
tation thereof.  But,  nevertheless  the  provisions  of 
this  act  shall  not  be  deemed  in  any  wise  to  impair 
any  rights  and  privileges  which  have  been,  or  may 
be  acquired  by  any  foreign  nation,  under  the  laws 
and  treaties  of  the  United  States,  upon  the  subject 
of  exporting  goods  from  the  United  States,  with 
a benefit  of\he  drawback  of  the  duties  payable  up- 
on the  importation  thereof. 

Sec.  5.  And  beit  fwthev  enacted,  7*hat,  after  the 
SOth  day  of  June  next  in  all  cases  of  entry  of  mer- 
chandise, for  the  benefit  of  drawback,  the  time  of 
twenty  days  shall  be  allowed  from  the  date  of  the 
entry,  for  giving  the  exportation  bonds  for  the  same. 
Provided,  That  the  exporter  shall,  in  every  other 
particular,  comply  with  the  regulations  and  forma- 
lities heretofore  established  for  entries  of  exporta- 
tion for  the  benefit  of  drawback. 

Sec.  6.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  duty 
on  the  tonnage  of  vessels,  and  the  bounties,  advan- 
tages and  drawbacks,  in  the  case  of  exporting  pick- 
led  fish,  of  the  fisheries  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  case  of  American  vessels  employed  in  the  fish- 
eries, and  in  the  caso  of  exporting  sugar,  refined 
within  the  Uniied  States,  shall  be  and  continue  the 
satne  as  the  existing  law  provides:  Provided,  cd- 
-ways,  'That  this  provision  shall  not  be  deemed,  in 
any  wise,  to  impair  any  riglits  and  jirivileges  which 
have  been,  or  may  be,  acquired  by  any  foreign  na- 
tion under  the  laws  and  treaties  of  the  U.  States, 
relative  to  tlie  duty  of  tonnage  on  vessels. 

Sec.  7.  And  be  i' firther  enacted,  ' hat  the  exist- 
ing laws  shall  extend  to,  and  be  in  force  for,  the 
collection  of  duties  imposed  by  this  act,  on  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United 
States;  and  for  tlie  recovery,  collection,  distribu- 
tion, and  remission  of  all  fines,  penalties,  and  for- 
feitures; and  for  the  allowance  of  the  drawbacks, 
and  bounties  by  this  act  authorised,  as  fully  and  ef- 
fectually, as  if  every  regulation,  restriction,  penal- 
ty, forfeiture,  provision,  clause,  matter,  and  thing, 
in  the  existing  laws  contained,  had  been  inserted  in 
and  re-enacted  by  this  act.  And  that  all  acts,  and 
parts  of  acts,  which  are  contrary  to  this  act,  and  no 
more,  shall  be,  and  the  same  are  hereby,  repealed. 

Sec.  8.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  That  ( he  act 
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passed  the  third  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  fifteen,  entitled  “an  act  to  repeal  so 
much  of  the  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  the  ton- 
nage of  ships  and  vessels,  and  on  goods,  wares* 
and  merchandise,  imported  into  the  United  States, 
us  imposes  a discriminating  duty  on  tonnage,  be- 
tween foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  U.  States, 
and  between  goods  imported  into  the  United  States 
in  foreign  vessels,  and  vessels  of  the  United 
States,’^  shall  apply  and  be  in  full  force  as  to  the 
discrimiuatiiig  duties  established  by  this  act  ou  tlie 
tonnage  of  foreign  vessels,  and  the  goods,  wares, 
and  merchandise  therein  imported. 

Sec.  9.  And  beit  farther  enacted.  That  the  same 
duties  which  are  by  this  act  imposed  on  any  manu- 
factured articles,  shall  be  levied  and  collected  on 
articles  in  part  manufactured;  and  that  all  goods, 
wares  and  merchandise,  which  shall  be  imported  irt 
any  ship  or  vessel  from  any  foreign  port  or  place, 
or  which,  in  her  voyage,  shall  have  touched  at  any 
foreign  port  or  place,  shall,  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses, be  deemed  and  taken  to  be  of  foreign  growth, 
produce  and  manufacture. 

Sec.  10.  And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  no  goods, 
wares  or  merchandise,  manufactured  in  whole  or  in 
part,  shall  be  permitted  to  be  entered  at  any  cus- 
tom house,  or  landed  at  any  port  or  place  within  the 
United  States,  unless  the  same  shall  be  imported  di- 
rectly from  the  place  or  country  where  the  same 
shall  have  been  produced  or  manufactured;  and  it 
shall  be  the  duty  of  the  collectors  to  seize  such 
goods,  and  the  same  shall  be  forfeited. 

Sec.  11.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  1 ha‘  all  laws, 
and  parts  of  laws,  now  in  force,  which  are  incon- 
sistent witli,  or  which  may  be  supplied  by,  the  pro- 
visions of  this  act,  and  no  more,  be,  and  the  same 
are,  repealed,  from  and  after  the  thirtieth  day  of 
June  next. 


Mint  Establisliment. 

Mint  of  tuf.  U.  States,  January  1st,  1820. 

Sir — I have  the  honor  of  laying  before  you  a re- 
port of  the  operations  of  the  mint  during  the  last 
year. 

From  the  statement  of  the  treasurer,  accompany- 
ing this  report,  it  will  appear  that,  within  the  above 
periovi,  the  coinage  has  been — 

In  gold,  51,723  pieces,  amounting  to  dolls.  258,615 

In  silver,  2,352,000  pieces,  amoumiug  to  1.14C,OCO 

In  copper,  2,671,000  pieces, amounting  to  26,7jC 

Making, in  the  whole,  5,074,723  pieces,  amounting  to  1,425,325 

i he  amount  of  coinage  would  have  oeen  consi- 
derably greater  had  a sufficient  supply  of  bullion 
been  regularly  furnished;  but,  for  four  or  five 
months,  no  deposites  of  any  consequence  were  re- 
ceived. During  this  interval,  however,  the  work- 
men were  advantageously  employed  in  completing 
and  improving  the  buildings  and  machinery  belong- 
ingto  the  establishment;  and  the  mint  is  now,  it  is 
believed,  fully  competent  to  coin  all  the  gold  and 
silver  which  it  is  probable  will  liereafier  be  re- 
ceived, as  well  as  to  carry  on  the  copper  coinage  to 
any  desirable  amount;  for,  even  with  a single  press, 
at  the  rate  it  is  now  working,  eighty  tons  (seven  and 
a half  milhons  of  cents)  may  be  coined  in  the  course 
of  a year. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  the  greatest  respect, 
your  most  obed’t  serv’t,  R.  PATJ'ERSON. 

James  Afonroe, president  of  the  United  States. 

The  gold  coinage  was  entirely  in  half  eagles — ' 
the  silver,  2,208,090  of  half  dollars  and  144,000 
quarters;  the  copper  of  cents. 
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Impobtaxt  piioM  SPAIN.  By  an  arrival  at  Phila- 
delphia fi-om  Rbchelle,  we  have  accounts  from  Ma- 
drid of  tlie  8th  of  March.  'I  he  revolution  is  com- 
plete— the  constitution  of  the  cortes  re-estabksheU, 
the  dungeons  of  the  inquisition  thrown  open,  and 
its  victims  set  free;  a general  amnesty  has  also  been 
signed. 

We  have  a variety  of  papers  respecting  these  mo- 
mentous events— but  the  details  are  irregular  arid 
insufficient  to  afford  an  history  of  the  great  change. 
The  fact  is  evident,  that  all  Spain  was  about  to  rise 
tip  inai*ms,the  troops  collected  to  act  for  the  king 
deserted  by  companies  and  regiments  to  the  pa- 
triots,— even  geiii  Freyre,  who  was  at  the  head  of 
an  army  specially  intended  to  oppose  the  “insur- 
gents and  rebels,’’  proclaimed  the  constitution.  F. 
E.  Mina  assumed  the  command  of  the  patriots  ol 
the  north  of  Spain,  appears  to  have  g-atliered  a re- 
spectable force,  and,  by  a nervous  proclamation, 
called  the  people  to  battle  in  favor  of  the  constitu- 
tion. At  Saragossa,  and  other  places,  the  king’s 
name  was  effaced  from  tlie  public  buildings,  &c. 
and  the  word  “constitution”  substituted  for  it.  In 
short,  the  whole  kingdom  seemed  to  have  but  one 
mind,  and  Ferdinand,  on  the  6th  of  March,  found 
himself  obliged  to  proclaim  the  constitution,  which 
was  received  every  where  with  the  strongest  de- 
monstrations of  joy. 

This  revolution  was  effected  without  much  blood 
shed- -none  since  the  partial  battles  or  skirmishes, 
formerly  mentioned,  except  that  of  a foolish  priest 
who  had  the  boldness  lo  tear  down  a proclamation 
of  the  constitution;  he  vVas  immediately  put  to  death 

Ferdinand  remains  upon  the  throne  we  are  sor- 
ry for  this;  he  ricliiy  merited  condign  punishment. 
But  he  is  shorn  of  much  of  his  power  to  do  wrong, 
and  vigilance  in  the  people  and  their  representa- 
tives may  build  Up  a good  government  oil  the  con- 
stitution of  the  cortes.  A sketch  of  this  constitu- 
tion is  inserted  in  the  1st  vol.  of  the  Reristeu,  page 
138.  It  is  a liberal  one  for  a monarchy,  and  found- 
ed upon  the  repixieentative  system  - recognizing, 
however,  a national  religion,  to  the  exclusion  of  eve- 
ry other!  The  cortes  is  to  be  composed  of  one 
deputy  for  every  70,000  persons;  and  their  powei-s 
are,  in  some  respects,  greater  than  those  possessed 
by  the  British  house  of  commons — the  councillors 
of  the  king  are  chosen  by  himself  out  of  a list  pre- 
sented by  the  cortes,  &c. 

We  shall  hereafter  give  a connected  account  of 
the  late  transactions  in  Spain.  The  following  is 
the  acknowledgment  of  tlie  constitution  by  the 
king-copied  from  the  Gazette  extraordinary  of 
Madrid,  of  tlie  8th  of  March: 

<*OJicial  article.  It  has  pleased  the  king  our  so- 
vereign to  address  to  all  the  secretaries  ofstiite, 
the  royal  decree  which  follows; 

To  avoid  the  delay  whicli  might  arise  from  the 
doubts  entertained  by  the  council  in  execution  of 
my  decree  of  yesterday  for  the  immediate  cenvo- 
oation  of  the  cortes,  and  being  the  general  will  of 
the  people,  I have  decided  to  ^wear  to  the  cousti- 
tulion  proclaimed  by  the  general  and  extraordinary 
cortes  in  the  year  1812.  Do  you  hold  it  as  under- 
stood, and  do  you  make  immediate  publication  of 
this.  Signed  by  my  royal  hahU^  Fkjibinaxd.  j 

Palace,  7 Ih  March,  1820,  ' 

Vdl.  XVilL  - — 11. 


Ways  and  means.  "We  [Uiblish  this  week  an  im-< 
portant  report  from  the  eommiLtec  of  ways  and 
means,  on  the  state  of  thb  finances',  'rhough  a re- 
port recommending-  a loan  waS  expected,  still  \Ve 
are  not  reconciled  to  the  acc  of  borrowing  nioney 
in  a time  of  profound  peace,  and  which  ought  also 
to  have  been  a year  of  prosperity. 

I'he  committee  believe  that  the  ordinary  reve=> 
nue,  assisied  by  the  balance  wdiicli  may  remain  dn- 
expended  of  the  sinking  fund,  and  a loan  of  two 
millions,  will  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  Current  ex-» 
penses  of  the  year  1820.  We  are  quite  willing  to 
believe  that  events  will  not  prove  that  they  are 
niistuken.  Such  calculations  are  very  to  be 
fidlucious — it  is  only  three  years  ago  that  the  secre-^ 
tary  of  tiie  treasury  Seemed  at  a loss  to  know  what 
we  should  do  wUh  the  surplus  monies  of  1820  and 
1821;*  he  tiiought  that  it  might  be  expedient  to 
purchase  stocks  [whose  times  of  redemption  had 
not  arrived],  at  rates  above  par-  the  difference  be- 
tween tlie  moiiey  so  used  or  suffered  to  lie  idle  in 
tlie  treasury  until  the  year  1825,  would  be  d “saving 
to  the  nation  of  not  less  than  four  millions  of  doi- 
lavs.”  But,  lo!  in  1820  we  are  iisiiig  all  tiie  sui  plus 
of  the  sinkingfund  and  bdiToWing  two  miliiohsbe^ 
sides;  and,  under  tlie  pfeScrit  policy  and  prospects, 
not  mucli  wdl  be  hazarded  by  Saying  that  if  by  the 
aid  of  the  surplus  of  the  said  fund,  again  Used  iu 
1821,  we  are  enabled  to  repay  the  two  millions 
now  to  be  borrowed,  \te  shall  do  Very  well:  even  if 
in  4he  next  year,  as  well  as  in  the  last  and  the  pre- 
sent, nothing  extraordinary  occurs  to  require  an  un» 
usual  expenditure  of  money.  In  the  existing  pros- 
traUdii  of  industry— the  narrowed  sphere  of  the 
home  market  and  the  want  of  a foreign  demand,  the 
people  cannot,  will  not,  pay  taxes  to  the  amount  of 
nineteen  millions  of  dollars  on  goods  imported. 
The  public  poverty  as  well  as  the  public  feeling, 
will  severely  affect  this  great  branch  of  the  revenue. 
Certain  retrenchments  as  to  expenditures,  may  be 
made;  but  without  numerous  changes  of  opinion  iii 
those  who  are  to  make  and  adniinistei-  tiie  laws, 
the  work  will  drag  on  heavily. 

'•.’he  committee  warmly  recommend  economy-^ 
and  a neighboring  paper  says  that  their  recommen- 
dation “is' worthy  of  the  days  of  Jefferson.”  But 
the  circumstances  of  men  and  things  are  very  dif- 
ferent from  what  they  were  “in  the  days  of  Jeffer- 
son”—a much  greater  expenditure,  we  admit,  is 
is  required;  but  wiiere  is  that  moral  force  which  thefi 
acted  and  lopped  off  metny  unnecessary  burtiiens 
on  the  people, — small,  hovveVer,  in  r umbers  com- 
pared with  tiiose  w'hich  they  now  labor  under,  ami 
which,  because  every  one  willing  to  work  might 
then  find  enough  to  do,  vve  could  easily  bear? 

We  have  lived  too  fast,  and  Me  days  of  paper  in- 
troduced so  much  of  public  and  private  extrava- 
gance, that  great  strength  and  energy  is  required 
to  get  us  back  to  a solvent  prosperous  condition. 

Jippointmehis  to  ofpee.  The  amendment  to  the 
constitution,  proposed  by  Mr.  Cobb,  to  prohibit  the 
acceptance  of  an  appointment  from  tlie  United 
States  by  d member  Of  congress,  has  been  rejected 
in  the  house  of  representatives  with  a coiisidei  abie 

*3ee  Weekly  Register,  Vol.  Xlil,  p.  243. 
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iDajority.  If  I had  been  a member  when  that  pro- 
position failed,  { would  certainly  have  moved  to 
strike  out  from  the  constitution  all  those  parts  of  it 
which  prevent  public  officers  from  holding"  seats  in 
the  congress  of  the  United  States-for  ihe  consistency 
of  the  thing.  To  be  sure,  the  cases  are  not  quite 
similar;  but  they  may  have  so  near  a bearing  thatit 
would  be  a pity  to  separate  them. 

It  is  not  my  business  to  speak  of  special  affairs, 
nor  to  approve  or  reprehend  this  or  that,  except 
for  the  principle  of  the  matter — but  confess  that 
1 felt  humbled,  when  it  was  lately  announced  that 
two  members  of  the  present  congress  were  ap- 
pointed to  certain  small  offices  in  the  land  depart- 
ment, and  not  within  their  own  respective  districts. 
There  is  a descent  in  these  things  that  gneatly  mor- 
tifies republican  pride,  and  a practice  which  may 
lead  to  the  most  unhappy  consequences.  If  is  use- 
less to  descant  upon  the  subject — its  nature  and 
operation  must  be  evident  to  every  reflecting 
mind. 

No  objection,  we  apprehend,  can  be  urged  against 
the  appointments  alluded  to,  except  that  the  per- 
sons appointed  were  members  of  congress.  In 
other  respects,  we  are  willing’  to  believe  tba  the 
choice  was  judicious  to  admit  that  the  offices  were 
honestly  sought  for  and  honestly  given  But— - 

“lead  us  not  into  temptation;”  “angels  in  the  form 
of  men  have  not  descended  to  govern  us.”  The 
history  of  the  world  and  our  own  experience,  shews 
us  that  whatever  is  wrong  should  be  met  at  its 
beginning.  Custom  reconciles  nations  and  indi- 
viduals to  numerous  acts  which,,  in  their  earlier 
days,  they  would  not  have  thought  it  possible  that 
they  could  commit.  A work  of  reformation  may 
sometimes  be  effected  by  a sudden  impulse,  and 
progress  to  its  maturity;  but  first  principles  are 
abandoned  by  degrees,  and  precedence  is  brought 
forward  to  sanction  deviation  after  deviation,  until 
all  the  land  marks  may  be  lost. 

Nouth  Caholina.  Some  stir  is  making  to  effect 
a change  in  the  constitution  of  this  state.  The 
members  of  the  legislature  are  chosen  in  the  same 
unjust  manner  that  prevails  in  Delaware,  .Maryland 
ami  Virginia,  about  which  we  have  frequently  spok- 
en; especially  as  to  the  two  last,  in  which  the  rights 
of  the  people  are  most  flagrantly  violated.  These 
four  are  the  only  states  in  which  the  British,  old  Sa- 
rum-like,  principle  of  representation  exits — the 
Only  instances  in  the  United  States  wherein  dis- 
tricts of  country  send  members  to  the  legislature, 
witliout  regard  to  population.  With  the  political 
light  that  shown  forth  and  the  liberal  spirit  that 
prevailed  when  most  of  our  state  constitutions  were 
formed,  it  is  impossible  to  conceive  how  it  was  that 
provisions,  so  repugnant  to  common  sense  and  com- 
mon justice,  were  admitted  into  any  of  them.  But 
tlius  admitted,  we  are  almost  hopeless  ofa  change 
— “to  fV-el  power  and  forget  right” — is  the  com- 
mon practice  of  man;  not  one  in  ten  thousand  is  wil- 
ling to  give  up  an  advantage  possessed,  though  con 
scions  that  he  possesses  it  unjustly.  It  requires  a 
godlike  spirit  seldom  exhibited  by  grovelling 
mortality.  Yet,  what  a degraded  being’  is  he  who 
frankly  confesses  a thing  to  be  wrong,  and  still 
persists  in  it-*  It  seems  to  me  that  it  reduces  man 
below  the  level  ofthe  brute  creation. 

We  shall  select  a few  cases  to  shew  the  opera- 
tion of  tlie  borough-system  in  each  of  the  states 
named,  as  follows: 

BT  \i’Ks.  Counties.  Free  whites.  Represen, 

JDeUiviare — New  Castle  '*20,000  7 

Kent  *15,000  7 


Maryland,  Baltimore  city  & co. 

*85,000 

6 

Ten  counties 

*84000 

40 

Virginia — Loudon 

15,577 

2 

Nine  counties 

16,165 

18 

J\T.  Cflro^ma-Rowan 

17,697 

2 

Seven  counties 

17,270 

fl4 

Quantum  sufficit^  as  to  the  population — the  Jor'ce 
and  wealth  have  about  the  same  proportions.  We 
can  hardly  apprehend  a state  of  things,  in  a free 
country,  more  repugnant  to  the  principles  of  truth. 

Notes — The  counties  marked  thus  (*)  are  rated 
at  their  present  probable  population — the  rest  are 
according"  to  the  census  of  1810.  'fhe  next  census, 
as  to  the  latter,  will  shew  a much  greater  disparity 
than  is  here  presented. 

In  one  of  the  counties  of  Maryland  are  only 

about  4000 free  whites.  In  Virginia,  owe  conaijt 
Warwick,  had  but  697  free  whites.  In  J^orlh  Caro->‘ 
Una,  the  ler-st  populous  of  the  seven  counties  selects 
ed  contained  2177  free  persons. 


Lieut.  Madison  and  Lafitfcei. 

JEOM  TUB  BOSTON  PAlLADirX. 

W.  S.  schooner  hynx,  Havana,  29th  Feb.  1820, 

I was  much  surprised  to  observe  two  letters  iii 
your  paper  £>f  the  28th  ult.  purporting  to  be  a cor-^ 
respondence  between  Mr.  John  Lafitte,  chief  of  the 
forces  at  Galvezton,  and  myself.f  Although  I do 
not  feel  at  liberty  to  publish  any  official  correspon-' 
dence  without  permission  from  the  navy  depart-» 
ment,  I think  it  necessary  to  state,  that  the  letter' 
dated  Nov.  7th,  was  never  received.  The  one 
dated  Nov.  8th,  is  nearly  similar  to'  the  second 
letter  I wrote  Mr.  Lafitte,  but  it  was  in  answer  to  a 
very  different  one  from  that  of  the  7lh. 

The  following  was  the  cause  of  the  coiTespon*' 
dence:  Two  boats,  the  crews  of  which  had  robbed 
Mr  Lyon,  on  the  Marmentoo  river,  were  captured 
on  the  24th  of  Oct.  last,  iii  the  river  Sabine,  by  a 
detachment  from  this  vessel,  under  the  command 
of  acting  master  King.  All  the  j-obbers  escaped  in 
the  prairie.  In  one  of  the  boats  was  a commission 
signed  Anable  Humbert,  Galvezton,  20th  August, 
1819.  On  the  5th  of  Nov.  my  boats  cut  a boat  out 
of  Galvezton  bay,  and  brought  off  one  man.  He 
confessed  that  he  was  one  ofthe  men  who  robbed 
Mr.  Lyon,  and  that  four  others  of  the  crew  were  in 
Galvezton.  On  the  6(h,  I sounded  the  bar,  prepa- 
ratory to  crossing  to  apprehend  the  remainder,  but 
was  compelled,  by  the  wind  blowing  fresh  on  shore^ 
to  go  off  in  the  night,  and  on  my  again  making  the 
land  on  the  8th,  I observed  a gibbet  erected  on  the 
point  of  Galvezton  with  a man  hanging.  As  I could 
no  longer  suppose  that  the  robbers  were  harbored 
by  Mr.  Lafitte,  I sent  an  officer  to  demand  the  re- 
maining three,  1 hey  had  been  sent  from  Galvez- 
ton, but  Mr.  Lafitte  sent  a boat  in  pursuit,  and  as 
soon  as  taken  gave  them  up  fortj’ial. 

I would  also  notice,  that  although  my  friend  lieut,- 
McIntosh  was  much  pleased  with  the  attention  and 
politeness  of  Lafitte — there  must  have  been  some 

JA  writer  in  the  Fayetteville  Gazette  gives  t» 
certain  counties  three  representatives  each — we 
find  but  two  in  the  constitution,  as  printed  in  the 
3rd  vol.  of  tL  Reoisteu.  Perhaps  it  has  been  al- 
tered, or  those  that  the  writer  alludes  to  includes 
th.e  representatives  for  certain  towns  within  tlie 
counties,  which  have  a right  to  send  representa- 
tives. 

*The  letters  were  copied  from  a paper  printed 
’at  Alexandria,  Louisiana. 
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mistake  in  copying"  his  note,  as  he  could  not  have 
culled  himself  the  friend  of  gen  Long,  whom  he 
had  never  seen.  Yours,  &c.  J.  R.  MADISON. 

03>The  letters  above  alluded  to,  and  published 
with  so  much  seeming  veracity,  were  also  inserted 
in  the  Registeii  of  the  5th  Feb.  last,  vol.  X Vll,  page 
395.  We  are  much  pleased  to  give  the  proceeding 
correction.  In  doing  which  we  have  occasion  to 
repeat  the  serious  question — What  is  truth?’* 


Br.  W.  India,  & N*  Am.  Colonies. 

A letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  dated 
Feb.  19,  1820,  to  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
commerce  of  the  house  of  representatives,  gives 
a pretty  full  view  of  the  commerce  of  the  United 
State's  with  the  British  West  India  andN.  American 
colonies.  The  following  totals,  perhaps,  may  an- 
swer all  ordinary  enquiries. 

A,  Amount  of  duties  accruing  on  merchandise  im- 
ported into  the  United  States  from  all  said  co- 
. lonies  from  the  1st  Oct.  1801,  to  the  30th  Sept, 
1818 — 17  years. 

From  the  British  West  Indies  g21, 41 4,491 

American  colonies  3,689,224 


25,103,715 

Average  pef  annum  ^1,476,689 — of  the 
4 last  years  about  2,291,000 

B.  Amount  of  the  value  ©f  the  manufactures  and 
produce  of  foreign  countries  exported  to  all  said 
colonies  during  the  same  time— ^ 

To  the  British  West  Indies  3,647,545 

American  colonies  1,725,376 


5,372,921 

Amount  of  the  value  of  merchandise,  the  pro- 
duce and  manufacture  of  the  United  States,  for 
the  same  time — 

To  the  British  West  Indies  55.589,150 

American  colonies  24,055,629 


79,644,779 

Average  for  17  years  ^4,674,922.  for  the  last  4 
years  ^5,600,000,  nearly. 

C.  Statement  of  the  duties  arising  on  merchandise 
imported  into  the  United  States,  from  the  colo- 
nies aforesaid,  in  American  and  foreign  vessels, 
from  the  1st  Oct.  1815>  to  3oth  Sept.  1818. 


1815— Br.  West  Indies 

American  colonies 

American 

vessels. 

250,320 

431,849 

Foreign 

tfesscls. 

1,053,988 

954,771 

682,169 

2,008,759 

1816 — Br.  West  Indies 
American  colonies 

313,218 

136,430 

1,814,268 

181,868 

448,648 

1,996,136 

1817 — Br.  West  Indies 

American  colonies 

147,964 

117,898 

1,500,271 

146,371 

265,862 

1,646,645 

Judicial  System 

OF  VHE  DISTRICT  OF  COLUMBIA, 

We  have  an  account  of  the  expenses  of  the  ju- 
dicial system  of  the  dis  rict  of  Cokm.biu,  since  the 
assumption  of  the  ’ jurisdiction  by  congress- say 
from  1801  to  1819,  inclusive  of  both — shewing  the 
amount  of  expenses  incurred  on  account  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  U.  S.  and  the  district  court,  slu 
ting  within  the  same.  ’*  he  following  aggregates  con 
tain  every  thing  tfiat  can  be  generally  useful.* 

SUPREME  COURT. 

Compensation  to  the  marshal  3,068  00 

attorney  and  clerk  12,174  08 

Costs  taxed  1,7M7  03 

Contingent  expenses  10,855  23 


Total— 19  years  ^27,854  34 

DISTRICT  COURT. 

Compensation  to  the  marshal  13,098  51 

attorney  and  clerk  20,724  71 
Crand  and  petit  jurors 
Witnesses 

Contingent  expenses 
Costs  taxed  in  public  prosecutions 
Commissions 


Balances,  yet  to  be  settled 

Total — 19  years 
0:;j^The  salaries  of  the  judges  not  included. 


51.741  82 
19,187  10 
51,872  61 
47,945  57 
5,294  96 

209,865  28 
8,711  74 

1^218,577  02 


Militia  of  tbe  United  States- — 185  9. 

From  the  general  abstract  of  tbe  returns,  made  to 
the  house  of  representatives,  on  the  30lh  March, 
1820,  by  the  president  of  the  United  States. 


States  and 
territories. 

t-  it 
O 

2 

ra 

yjn 

ii 

hO 

80 

< 

ilemarlcs. 

kew  Hampshire 

1818 

2fi,203 

Mass.  & Maine 

1819 

7 '.,988 

Vernxoiit 

1819’ 

20,781 

Rhoile  Island 

1819 

8,567 

Cotvnecticut 

1819 

23,346 

New  York 

1819 

121,553 

Nkw  Jersey 

1818 

35.240 

Pennsylvania 

1818 

115,231 

Delaware 

7,45 1 ' 
32,189 

■No  reltlrn  since  1814. 

Maryland 

No  return  since  1811. 

Virginia 

18]9 

85,976 

North  Carolina 

1819 

49.782 

No  return  since  18U. 

South  Carolina 

33,729 

Georgia 

1819 

29,661 

Alabama 

1818 

10,315 

9,894 

Louisiana 
Arkansa  s ter. 

1818 

No  return. 

Mississippi 

5.291 

No  return  sinc£l8l2. 

Teiiiiessee 

1819 

40,000 

Return  iinpe-rfett.  Aggregate  eSti- 
mated  from  Use  rep’t  of  Uie  a?ljt.  gf  u. 

Kentucky 

1817 

52,883 

No  return  ha.s  been  received.  Tl»e 

Missouri  ter. 

1817 

6,503 

aggregate,  &c.  as  here  stated,  is 

Illinois 

1818 

2,031 

taken  from  a letter  of  the  adjt. 

Iiuilana 

1819 

14.990 

gena-al. 

Ohio 

1819 

76,890 

Michigan  ter. 

1818 

1,707 

8.22,191 

1818— Br.  West  Indies  2.53,822  1,607,001 

American  colonies  I62j363  97,424 

416,185  1,704,425 

D.andE.  Designate  the  articles  imported  which 
produced  the  preceding  amounts  of  duties,  bivt  we 
do  not  see  anv  use  ?or  neces.sitv  for  us  to  insert 
them,  ' 


Jirinsj  accoutrements  and  ammuniliori  of  iht'  mil/,  in. 

The  returns  of  tiiCse  are  very  imperfect  and  de- 
fective, and  hardly  afford  an  idea  of  the  aggregate 
of  aiTi  ount  of  any  one  article  named  in  the  table,  and 
from  8 or  9 states  there  is  no  return  at  ail!  So  far 
as  the  returns  goj  they  s!iew  abotit  3l0,0'^r0  mus- 
kets- and  more  than  1000  pieces  of  cannon,  chiefly 
3’s  and  6-po'jnders,  with  various  appurtenances. 
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Lands  in  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

iiliUemsnt  of  the  quantity  of  land  -which  has  been  soldy 
the  quantity  -which  remains  unsold^  o,nd  the  amount 
of  sales  in  each  land  district  in  the  states  of  Ohio,  In- 
diana and  Illinois.  Laid  before  the  senate,  March 
2'J. 


Land  sold. 

Amt.  sold  for. 

Rem.  unsold 

Dwtrict 

acr  s. 

dollars. 

acres. 

Marietta 

156,035 

554,770 

419,965 

Chillicothe 

1,020,630 

2,196,140 

1,107,850 

Steubenville 

1,446,6!  8 

3,097,  '96 

48  •,742 

Cincinnati 

2,733,688 

5.769,685 

975,752 

Zanesville 

886j295 

1,793,695 

618,585 

Yincennes 

1,386,771 

2,861,221 

4,145  729 

JelFerscriVville 

1,218,757 

2,456,178 

4,197,443 

Wooster 

889,514 

2,0ijl,370 

354,646 

ShawneetoWTi 

562,296 

1,153,897 

3,999,624 

Kaskaskia 

407,027 

814,054 

1,781,773 

Edwardsville 

394,730' 

795,531 

1,231,230 

11,102,361 

23,294,537 

16,321,339 

[ We  have  varied  this  table  a little  from  the  offi- 
cial statement,  and  also  added  up  the  several  co- 
lumns that  the  g-eneral  results  may  be  seen  at  orxe.] 


Estimate  of  the  amount  of  the  2 per  cent,  fund,  aris- 
ing-  from  the  sale  of  public  lands  in  the  states  of 
Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois. 

Ohio  from  1st  July  1802  to  30th  Sept. 

1819  ^182,712  55 

Indiaufi — 30th  Nov.  1816  to  same  date  24,089  43 
Illinois — 1st  Jan.  1819  to  Same  date  2,579  47 

j\Tote.  '!  his  is  an  estimate  of  the  funds  that  have 
arisen  from  the  Receipt  of  money  for  lands  sold — 
not  of  the  funds  that  -will  arise  when  the  lands  sold 
have  been  paid  for, 

JOSIAH  MLlGS. 

General  land  office,  8th  March  1820. 


Marine  hospital  money- 

A heavy  document  was  laid  upon  the  table  of  the 
house  of  representatives,  on  the  28th  March,  1820, 
in  relation  to  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
Marine  hospital  money.  T he  following  abstract  pro- 
bably includes  every  thing  that  can  be  generally  in- 


Total  receipt  in  1802 

109,954 

56 

1803 

54,933 

21 

1804 

58,210 

98 

1805 

58,005 

98 

1806 

66  820 

01 

1807 

61,474 

47 

1808 

36,515 

44 

1809 

74,192 

42 

1810 

54,309 

31 

1811 

54,586 

34 

1812 

42.421 

46 

1813 

21,789 

58 

1814 

10,280 

73 

1815 

28,374 

74’ 

1816 

43,864 

21 

1817 

46,6  0 

59 

1818 

49,2'39 

58 

1319* 

39,260 

99 

J’otal  received 

S910,8G4 

GO 

or  which  amount,  ^58,975  47  was  derived  from 

seamen  in  the  service  of  the  United  States,  from 

.Tan.  1,  1800  to  Feb.  26,  1811.  Greatest  receipt  in 
18'  2.  10,4-29  6U. 

* i'o  30th  Sept. 


Expend, 

^c’pt* 

Exp«^ 

1,282 

597 

252 

13 

1,185 

— 

8,265 

6,075 

7.0  hi 

10.378 

7,479 

11.0  a 

7.665 

3,529 

15,746 

8,140 

2818 

22,495 

6,311 

821 

6.753 

3,172 

722 

1.  33 

2,7>i9 

472 

5,664 

3,099 

1,850 

5,240 

Amount  of  receipts  and  expenditures  for  some  of  the 
principal  ports. 

1802.  1811.  1819. 

^ ' — 
end.  Rec  pt 
874 
1,935 
• 7,155 

ir,260 
5,777 
3,847 
1.9(!6 
1,577 
G79 

egi 

f he  -whole  account  of  this  funa,  iiiciuuui,g 
dollars  specifically  appropriated,  shews  a balance 
against  the  fund  of  ^40,319— that  is,  that  the  ex- 
penditures have  exceeded  the  receipts  by  that 
amount,  up  toithe  31st  December,  1818,  a part  of 
which,  however,  is  vested  in  permanent  property. 

Privateer  Pension  Fund. 

By  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  the 
speaker  of  the  house  ofrepresentatives,  read  the 
28tli  of  March,  1820,  we  have  the  following  parti- 
culars: 

f ABSTHACT.] 

The  amount  of  the  fund,  from  its  commencement 
to  the  3 1st  Dec.  1819; 

2 per  cent,  on  the  proceeds  of  prize 

vessels  and  goods  216,367  84’ 

Interests  on  the  capital  invested  in 

U.  S.  stocks  51,480  92 

Stocks  sold  12,951  30 


280,800  06 


The  amdutit  of  warrants  issued  in  the 

same  time,  to  pay  pensioners,  Stc.  was  83,666  00 

Then  follows  a list  of  the  persons  disabled  on 
board  of  private  armed  vessels,  who  receive  pen- 
sions -the  highest  sum  paid  to  any  individual  is 
g240  per  annum;  the  rest  are  at  the  following  rates; 
18  ),  144  120,  108,  96,  84,'  72,  60,  48,  36:  the  great- 
est number  is  at  72. 

Next  is  a list  of  widows,  whose  husbands  were 
slain  or  lost  in  private  armed  vessels,  to  whom  has 
been  granted  a moiety  of  the  highest  rate  of  pension 
to  which' their  husbands  would  have  been  entitled 
for  the  highest  grade  of  disability. 

Then  is  a list  of  widows,  as  aforesaid,  to  whom 
pensions  for  5 years  were  granted,  who  have  had 
their  pension  certificates  renewed  for  the  further 
term  of  5 years,  by  the  act  of  April  16,  1818. 


ItECAriTULATrOX. 

The  total  number  of  private  er  pensions,  whether 
paid  to  persons  disabled  or  to  the  widows  of  thos# 
slain  or  lost,  is  as  follows: 


In  New  Hampslfire 
Massachusetts 
Rliode  Island 
Nedv  York 
Pennsylvania 
Maryland 
Dist.  of  Columbia 
North  Carolina 
South  Carolina 
Louisiana 

Amount  of  pensions 
and  pensioners 


Iversons 

annjinl  amt. 

38 

g2,052 

94 

7,71  & 

1 

60 

61 

5,640 

13 

1,176 

31 

2,580 

4 

480 

1 

144 

10 

792 

1 

60 

^ 254 

gso.roo 
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Mint  of  the  United  States. 

The  total  amount  of  the  value  of  coins  made  at 
?Jie  mint,  since  its  establishment,  up  to  the  31st  Dec. 
18i9,  is  _ ^16,992,781  06 

The  entire  cost  of  the  establishment, 
including  that  of  buildings  and  ma- 
chinery, salaries  and  wages, and  the 
wastage  on  gold  and  silver,  &,c.  594,343  16 

Deduct  the  amount  gained, same  time, 

on  the  copper  coinage  63,037  01 


missioners  of  sinking  ftinit, 
on  15th  May  next,  1,239,259  30 
ArrraragiS  for  tht  navy 
d(  partment,  agr««ahly 
to  tlie  act  passed  D e, 
last,  amoMiit  drawn 
subsequent  to  1st  Jan.  443,05#  00 


1,682,309  30 


Net  cost  of  the  establishment  ^531,306  15 
The  preceding  is  from  a report  laid  before  the 
liouse  of  representatives,  on  the  10th  April,  1820. 


Revenue  of  the  United  States. 

Report  of  the  committee  of  -ways  and  means,  to  ivhom 
7ons  referred  so  much  of  the  presidenfs  message  (~  at 
the  commencemejit  of  the  present  session  J,  as  relates 
to  the  revenue  of  the  U nited  States. 

April  14, 1820-read,  and  committed  to  a committee 
of  the  whole  house  on  the  state  of  the  union, 

The  committee  of  ways  and  means,  to  whom  has 
been  referred  so  much  of  the  president’s  message 
as  relates  to  t ie  revenue  of  the  United  States,  re- 
spectfully submit  the  following  iieport: 

The  total  net  receipts  into  the  treasury,  during  the 
_ ytar  1819,  were  24,812,419  09 

jiayments  from  the  Treasury  during  that  year, 


Total  amt.  expenditures  authorised  by  law  for  1^20,  26.299,164  30 

Leaving  a deficiency  of  means  for  the  year  1820,  of  3,773,493  95 

And  of  the  sinkmg  fund  lor  the  yen  1820: 

Annual  appropriation  1C, 000, COO  00 

Payable  by  t.he  treasury  thereout: 

Residue  of  Louisiana  stock 
redeemable  this  year,  2,216,462  77 
Six  per  cent  stock  80  uro  co 

Reimbursement  of  the  de- 
ferred stock  503,196  94  , 

Int'st  of  the  funded  debt, 

payable  this  year  4,911.843  00  ' 

7,711  502  71 

Leaving  a balance,  which  may  ha  applied  ■— — > 
to  satisfy  part  of  the  deficit,  of 

Leaving  an  lactual  deficit  offends  to  meet  the  expen- 
ditures authorised  by  law,  for  1820,  of  1,485,001  66 

The  committee  further  submit  an  estimate  of  the  rc^ 
ceipts  and  eocpetidiluves  for  the  year  founded 

oninformation  received  from  the  several  dep  .>  Unents. 
1st,  RECEIPTS. 

Customs  o , . dolls.  16.000000  00 

Land  .....  3,000.000  00 

Arrears  of  direct  tax  and  internal  duties  250,,000  00 
Incidental  receipts  ...  • 504)00  00 

Dividends  from  the  U.  S.  bank  6 percent.  420,000  00 


2,288.497  29 


amounted  to 


24,044,-568  77 


Leaving  a balance  of  income,  after  paying  §1!  ej^penses,  767,850  32 


State  of  the  Treasury,  public  revenue,  and  appropiia- 
tionsmade  for  the  service  of  the  year  1820. 

And  first,  the  state  of  the  treasury — 

The  amount  of  money  in  the  treasury,  on  the  1st  d?iy 
of  January,  incluiliug  the  second  instalment  from 
the  bank,  of  500,000  dolls,  paid  that  day,  was  2,542,293  27 
From  which  the  following  deductions  must  be  made— 

1st.  Special  deppsites  of  notes  of  banks  which 
will  not  be  available  during  the  present 
y;  ar,  but  most  of  wliicl},  it  is  bidieved,  will 
ultimately  be  paid,  dolls.  610,357  59 

2d.  Aniouitts  remaining  to  be  paid  of  the 
Louisiana  stock,  which  was  payable  in 
1818  and  1819.  and  not  yet  deniamled,  1,646,117  42 
3d.  Other  claims  on  the  year  1819,  aiid  not 
then  paid,  exclusive  of  tlie  .balance  due 
the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund,  40,133  91 

Total — 2,296,627  92 


19,720,000 


Leaving  availalde  funds  in  treasury,  1st.  Jan.  sum  of  245,665  35 

Second,  the  public  revenue  for  182U — 

Customs,  (as  estimated  at  the  treasury)  19,000,000 

Public  lands  same  2,000,000 

Arrears  of  internal  dutjes  and  direct  taxes  450,000 
li-stalment  due  by  the  United  States’  bank  500,000 
*!.(•  dental  receipts,  50,000 

Dividend  from  tht  U.  S.  Ba-.iy  will  probably 

be  6 per  cent,  certainly  4 per  cent.  280,000 

22,280,000  00 

Aggregate  amount  of  means  available  for  1820,  22,525,665  35 

And  durd — amount  of  the  se\eral  ap- 
propriations made  for  1820 — 

5st.  Permanent  appropriations, 

For  the  sinking  fund,  10,000,000 

Gradnal  irierease  of  navy  1,000,000 

Arming  the  militia  200,000 

Anmiiti's  to  Indians,  un- 
der treaties  149,725 

Tradi'  g houses  with  the 

Indians  19,250 

Civilization  olTndians  io,ooo 


Temporary  expenditures  agreeably 
to  appropriations,  to  wit: 

For  service  of  the  navj',  2,538:940 
For  military  establislim’t  8,119,580 
Civil  and  diplomatic  2,306,444 

Public  buildings  222,916 

Private  claims,  estimated  at  50,ooo 

For  payment  of  two-thirds  of 
fba  Mississiirpi  stock,  to  be 
paid  by  order  of  the  coi^:- 


11,378,975  00 


-23,237,880  00 


2d,  E-SPENDITURES. 

Permanent,  to  wit: 

Reimbursement  of  deferred  stock  .534.03.1  08 
Interest  on  the  funded  debt  4,773,737  68 

Gradual  inert  as.  of  the  navy  l,000,00o  oo 

Arming  the  militia  200,000  OO 

Annuity  to  Indians  149|f25  Oo 

Trading  houses  with  Indians  19.250  oo 

Civilization  of  Indians  10,000  00  ' 

6,686,745  76 

Temporary,  agreeably  to  the  amount  of 
the  several  approprration  tiills  for  182  j , 13,237,880  00 
To  which  must  b«  added  the  amount  of 
unexpended  balances  in  the  hands  of 
the  treasurer,  and  which  was  ajiplied 
to  the  expenditure  of  the  year  1850  358,154  oo 

20,282,779  70 

From  which  appropriations  for  1820, 

Uiere  may  be  deducted  the  following 
items,  which  will  not  be  required  for 
1821,  and  parts  of  items,  which  -ire.  ei- 
ther unnecessary,  or  may,  without  in- 
jury to  the  public  service,  be  spared, 
to  wit: 

For  completing.srver?!l  arsenals  60,65,0 
Arrearages  prior  to  18 18,  for 
military  academy  21,429 

Arrearages  20o,0C»O 

Half-pay  pensions  to  widows 
and  orphans  (part)  75,000 

Revolutioiiary  pensions  650,000 

Balances  due  cevtain  states.  250.0od 
Taking  the  census  240,000 

Cumberland  road  14l,000. 

Holding  of  Indian  treaties  70^000 

Claims  of  th.  inhabitants  of 
the  late  province  of  West 
Florida  24,231 

Payments  for  ontstanding  de- 
bentures forint,  riial  duties  2,0,000 
Balance  due  M.  Poirey  and 
M.  (1e  Vienne  ’ ' 4,481 

Fortifications  100,009 

1,856,799 

Deduct  therefrom  for  expendi- 
tures that  may  be  required 
for  the  service  of  the  year 
1821,  and  which  cannot  be 
foreseen  256,7«0 

Li^avinp  qn  arriountcliarged  inth.^yea;' 

18:,s0.and  winch,  it  is  bt  liev,  d,  will  not 
be  requlml  ibr  the  year  1821,  1,600,000  00 

F.sfiniate  of  expenditure  for  year  1821  18, 2,779  76 
KstiinatC'd  exce.ss  of  receipts  over  the  ex- 
penditures ul  the  year  1821,  1,  37,.  ^0  2: 


-!  9,72.0,0V  0 00 
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1 he  coiTinriittee  also  submit,  that  no  part  of  the  prineipal  of  the 
fiunled  deht  becomes  payable  until  the  year  1825,  except  the  an- 
nual ri-imbursem?nt  of  the  deferred  stuck;  and  they  present  the 
ioliowiti;^  view  of  tin  sums  annually  rrinibursahle  on  the  public 
fumlti'  debt,  for  the  years  182*,  1826, 1827,  and  18£8,  to  witt— 
Y'-ar  iH-25.  six  per  Cent.  Stock  per  act  of 
14th  March,  1812  e, 187,006  84 

do.  do.  fiih  .roly,  1812  2,668,971  99 

do.  'I'rrasiivy  notes,  funded  per 

act  of  2 ah  February,  I8i3  1,419,125  61 

10,375,107  44 

Seven  per  cent.  do.  do.  8.595,298  27 

18,870,405  71 

3Cf6,  Six  per  cent,  stock,  par  act  of 

8th  P’ebruai7,  1813  15,521,136  45 

do.  do.  2d  August,  1813  6,836,332  39 

^ 22,357,368  84 

3827,  six  per  cent,  stock,  per  act  of  24th  March, 

1814  13,011,437  63 

3828,  do.  do.  3d  March,  1815,  *9,49.0,099  10 

Th.“  committee  further  state,  tliat, 

from  the  1st  January,  1801,  to  the  ^st  Ja- 
nuary, 1808,iuclusive,  there  was  redeem- 
ed of  tiie  pnwci]<al  of  the  public  debt, 
the  sum  of  3^,257,841  10 

And  between  the  1st  January,  1817, 
and  the  1st  Januaij,  1320,  the  sum  of  32,085,750  17 

An  act  passed  on  the  3d  Mtu'ch,  18^7,  “to  pro- 
vide for  the  redemption  of  the  public  debt.*’  That 
act  vests  in  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund 
the  sum  often  minions  of  dollars,  to  be  applied 
yearly  by  them  to  the  payment  of  the  interest  and 
charges,’  and  to  the  reimbursement  or  purchase  of 
the  public  debt;  and  provides,  tliat  the  said  annual, 
appropriation  shall  be  paid  from  the  proceeds  of 
the  duties  on  merchandise,  the  tonnage  of  vessels, 
internal  duties,  and  sales  of  westeri^Iands;  although 
that  act  IS  not  consuleredas  a pledge  of  those  funds, 
yet,  it  is  understood  at  the  treasury,  that  the  appro- 
priation for  the  sinking  has  a preference  over 
every  other,  and  must,  (if  required  by  the  commis- 
sioners,) be  first  paid.  The  documents  before  the 
I'.ouse  shew  that  there  is  no  part  of  the  principal  of 
tlie  public  debt  payable  during  the  years  1821, 
1322,  1823,  1824,  except  the  reimbursement  of  the 
tieferred  stock. 

The  sinking  fund  can  operate,  ( f course,  during 
those  years  only  in  manner  following,  (unless  the 

U.  S.  stock  should  be  purchased  at  par,)  to  wit: 

1821,  Interest  and  reimbursement 

nayable  this  year  g5, 307, 770  76 

1822,  “ 5,307,770  76 

1823,  “ “ 5,307,770  76 

1824,  “ “ 5,023,126  24 

And  for  the  present  year  of  1820, 

as  already  stated,  7,711,502  71 

Total  of  actual  demand  on  the  fund,  ^28,657,941  23 

l.eaving  the  sum  of  |2l,342,058  77, those  years 

V.  h c'n  cannot  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
])vincipal  of  the  debt  in  any  other  way  than  by  pur- 
chase. No  purchase  can  be  made,  agreeably  to  the 
act,  unless  the  same  can  be  effected  at  or  under 
par.  I'he  present  market  value  of  the  United 
States  six  per  cent  stock  is  known  to  be  thi'ee  and 
u half  to  four  and  a Italf  pel*  cent  above  par,  and  it 
is-  believed,  will  continue  above  par  during  the 
years  1821,  and  1822,  and  perhaps  longer.  Under 
tiiose  circumstances,  it  is  submitted,  whether  it  is 
not  more  for  the  interest  of  tlie  United  States  to 
authorise  the  treasury  to  transfer  to  the  surplus 
fimd  the  balance  of  tlie  sinking  fund,  which  may 
jemain  unexpended  on  the  31st  Deceirdoer,  1820, 
than  tliat  tiie  same  should  remain  in  the  treasury 
unemployed. 

The  unexpended  balances  of  the  sinking  fund 
are  transferalile  (under  the  existing  laws)  to  tlie 
surolub  fund,  two  years  after  the  calendar  year  for 
which  the  appropriations  have  been  made,  in  like 
Uuinner  as  all  unexpended  balancesfor  other  objects 
gf  expenditure  are  translwable. 


Tho  preceding  statement  shews,  that  the  expen-” 
ditures  authorised  by  law,  for  the  year  1820,  will  ex-, 
ceed  the  I’eceipts  into  the  treasuiy,  of  that  year,  by 
the  sum  of  3,773,498  95  dollars;  that  sum  may  be 
reduced  to  1,485,001  66  dollars,  by  the  application 
of  the  balance  of  2,288,497  29  dollars,  which  will, 
agreeably  to  the  pi-eceding  view,  remain unexpend-. 
ed  of  the  sinking  fund  on  the  1st  January,  1821.  In 
recommending  the  application  of  the  surplus  c-f  the 
sinking  fund  to  the  current  expenses  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  your  committee  deprecate  a recurrence 
to  a like  resort  in  future  years,  if  the  same  can, 
with  any  propidety,  be  avoided;  and  it  is  hoped  that 
such  retrenchments  willtie  made  in  the  public  ex- 
penditures, as  may  render  a recurrence  to  that 
fund  unnecessary. 

A resort  to  treasury  notes,  to  meet  the  deficit  ap^ 
pearedtpyour  committee  inexpedient.  Such  notes 
could  not,  in  their  opinion,  become  a medium,  un- 
less  the  banks  should  be  authoinsctl  to  tender  them 
in  payment  for  any  demands  made  on  those  instil 
tujtions:  without  such  authority,  treasury  notes 
would  be  sold  and  bought  in  the  market,  for  the 
purpose  of  paying  the  public  dues;  and,  when  paid 
into  the  bank,  could  be  considered  J>y  the  bank 
only  as  a special  deposite  of  the  treasury,  on  which 
it  would  not  be  bound  to  pay  either  its  own  notes 

specie. 

l\^appearing  to  yous’  qommittee  inexpedient  to 
resoHTo  treasury  notes,  and  it  being  impi’acticable, 
(if  no  objections  existed  against  the  adoption  of 
such  a course,)  to  carry  into  effect  a system  of  in- 
ternal duties,  in  time  to  meet  the  deficit  of  the  pre- 
sent yeax’,  your  committee  had  only  to  choose  be- 
tween a loan  of  a temporary  character,  or  one  of 
longerduration.  They  have  preferred  the  latter; 
because  it  carries  the  time  beyond  that  in  which 
other  debts  are  payable;  and  because  it  is  believ- 
ed  thrA  the  loan  will  thei*eby  be  obtained  on  de- 
cidedly better  terms,  than  on  one  of  a sliorter  du- 
ration. By  authoi'isingthe  subscription  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi stock,  of  which  two-thirds  must  otherwise 
be  redeemed  during  the  current  year,  it  is  infer- 
red, that  little  new  debt  will  be  created.  Conform- 
ably with  those  views,  the  committee  respectfully 
submit  a bill  to  authorise  a loan  of  2,000,000  dollars. 

The  committee  have  deemed  it  useful  to  present 
a view  of  the  probable  receipts  for  the  year  1821, 
and  of  the  expenditures,  which,  under  the  existing 
laws,  are  indispensably  chargeable  thereon.  They 
have  founded  their  statement  of  expenses  on  the  ap- 
propriations actually  made  for  1820;  and  liave 
shown,  tliat  therefrom  a variety  of  items,  ameunt- 
ing'  to  1,856,790,  (wliich  will  not  be  required  for 
1821,)  may  be  deducted:  at  the  same  time,  they  are 
ready  to  admit,  that  new  and  unforeseen  demands 
may  ai*ise,  which  may  show  that  too  much  I’eliance 
ought  not  to  be  placed  upon  an  expectation  of  an 
expenditure  less  tlian  tiiatof  the  current  year.  Tlie 
view  for  1821  is  founded  on  the  indispensable  ex- 
penses, and  does  not  include  the  amount  of  princi- 
pal, which  the  commissioners  of  the  sinking  fund 
are  bound  to  pui’chase,  if  the  same  can  be  bought 
at  or  under  par.  Taking  that  view,  the  estimates 
of  receipts  and  expenditures  will  be  shewn  by  the 
following  statement,  to  wit: 

Permanent  expenditui’es  gl  1,378, 975 

Temporary  13,596,034 

§24,975,009 

From  which  deduct  items  not  require  ~j  ^ qqq 

edj  (as  specified,)  for  1821  5 ’ 


§23,375,009 
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Estimaled  amount  of  receipts  for  ^ 
lb21,  (per  statement)  5 

Leaving  a deficit,  in  1.821,  of  ^ §3,655,009 

Your  committee,  having  assigned  the  reasons 
■which  have  led  them  to  recommend  the  bill  here- 
with reported,  beg  leave  respectfully  to  present 
t!*jeir  views  of  the  necessity  which  exists,  for  re- 
trenchments and  economy  in  the  public  expendi- 
tures. They  approach  this  subject  with  feelings 
which  the  house  can  duly  appreciate.  A govern- 
ment, like  individuals,  will  generally  increase  its  ex- 
penditure in  proportion  to  its  increase  of  means. 
'J  he  revenue,  (after  the  peace,)  had  swollen  to  an 
Amount  surpassing  all  former  experience;  and,  pas- 
sing from  a state  of  war,  during  which  expensive 
establishments  w'ere  indispensably  necessary,  it 
was  not  to  have  been  expected,  that  we  could  have 


accomplishment  of  those  objects  since  the  restora-^ 
tion  of  peace,  by  the  great  acet  ssion  of  our  revenue'. 
From  that  period  our  revenue  has  been  in  wliat 
may  be  considered  a forced  state.  We  are  now 
getting  back  to  a condition  more  congenial  with 
our  population  and  national  wealth. 

The  committee  believe  that  wisdom  requires  us 
to  recur,  also,  to  the  policy  which  has  heretofore 
g'overned  us.  Our  nation  is  still  in  its  infancy:  its 
resources  are  daily  in  reasing.  If  then  we  should 
keep  pace  in  tlie  building  up  of  our  national  esta- 
blishments with  the  revenue  of  the  country,  vre 
shall  have  consummated  all  our  wishes  without  op- 
pression to  the  citizen. 

Therefore.^  resolved^  That  the  president  of  the 
United  States  be  requested  to  cause  such  a plan  to 
be  prepared,  as  will  enable  congress,  at  its  next 
session,  to  make  such  reductions  in  the  various 


immediately  made  such  reductions,  as  a state  of  j branches  of  public  expenditure,  as  may  be  required 


profound  peace  would  render  prudent  and  proper 
The  war  pointed  our  attention  to  the  weak  points 
of  the  nation;  and  the  appropriations  of  former  years 
have  been  increased  by  objects  of  great  national 
importance,  which  have  added  to  our  security,  and 
by  an  act  of  benevolence  towards  the  survivors  of 
the  army  of  the  revolution. 

Large  outstanding  claims,  resulting  from  the  war, 
to  an  amount  exceeding  thirty  millions  of  dollars, 


by  the  state  of  the  finances  and  the  public  goodi 


Trade  with  the  Indians, 

OFFKMAI.  REFOirr. 

Office  of  Indian  trade,  January7ih,  1820. 
To  the  hon.  Henry  Southard, 

Chairman  of  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 


Sin:  I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  letter, 
have  been  discharged;  and  the  sum  of  §32,085,750  | of  the  4th  inst.  in  which  I am  ‘‘requested  to  cornm'u* 
of  the  public  debt,  has  been  redeemed  since  the  1st  j nicateto  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs  suehinfor- 
day  of  .January,  1817.  Establishments  have  becajmation  as  may  be  in  rny  possession  relative  to  the 
created  under  the  sanction. of  law,  which,  to  main- 1 present  state  of  our  trade  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
tain  and  advance,  will  make  it  necessary,  either  to  and  such  other  information  as  I may  deem  proper 


resort  to  annual  and  successive  loans,  or  to  a system 
of  internal  revenue.  As' to  the  first  of  those  alter- 
natives, it  cannot  be  necessary  to  urge  any  obser- 
vations: their  natural  tendency  to  involve  the  nation 


to  lay  before  > ou.’ 

So  far  as  this  call  may  have  relation  to  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  funds,  I liave  the  honor  to.  state  that;, 
up  to  the  30th  September  last,  the  latest  period  at 


in  debt  is  obvious;  and  they  will  be  avoided,  when  | which  an  estimate  from  the  quarterly  returns  can 
they  are  not  indispensably  necessary.  We  are  warn- ; be  made,  it  was  worth  §308,855  45.  The  several 
ed  against  the  effects  of  a large  and  a,ccuraulatlng  | appropriations  for  carrying  on  trade  and  intercourse 


debt,  by  the  experience  of  otlier  nations.  A na- 
tion, laboring  under  the  pressure  of  a large  debt, 
no  more  than  an  individual,  can  be  considered  inde- 
pendent. Money  is  power;  and  that  nation  will  b 


with  the  Indian  trihe.s,  amount  to  ^SOOfW;  of 
which  no  more  than  §290,000  have  been  drawn 
from  the  treasury.  From  this  290,000  dollars  it  is 
proper  to  deduct  10,000  dollars  on  account  of  debts 


some  pow’erless,  who  shall  mortgage  its  resources,  j contracted  by  the  Indians,  in  their  intercourse  wdlli 
witliout  the  prospect  of  relieving  thena  by  disciiarg- 1 the  factory  then  at  fort  Wilkinson,  and  which  sum 
ing  its  engagements.  was  secured  to  the  United  States  by  the  treaty  of 

Reasons,  poweiful  and  cogent,  exist  against  are-  Fort  Wilkinson,  but  has  not  been  paid  over  to  this 
sort  to  internal  duties  and  direct  taxes,  to  supply  a I office;  also  §43,369  61,  for  property  destroyed  dur- 
deficiency  occurring  during  a state  of  profound  i ing  the  late  war.  The  actual  amount  of  the  capital 
tranquility,  and  ought  to  be  avoided  if  the  necessity  I being,  therefore,  no  more  than  §236,630  39,  the 
be  not  evident  and  pressing,  and  such  has  heretofore  ! gain  appears  to  be  the  difference  between  this 

been  the  policy  of  the  uation.  We  have  been-  ac- ' 

customeJ  to  a system  of  taxation,  which,  in  its  ope-; 
ration,  has  been  paid  witliout  being  perceptibly  felt, : 
and  will  reluctantly  resort  to  one  of  a different  cha- 
racter in  times  of  profound  peace. 

From  the  extraordinary  depression  of  commerce, 
within  the  last  three  years,  tlie  kagnatfon  of  our 
navigation,  the  depreciation  in  the  value  of  our  ex- 
ports, the  corresponding'  depreciation  in  the  value 
of  property  of  every  description,  and  the  serious 
enibarrassments  under  which  every  branch  of  ia- 
du.stry  now  labors,  economy  and  retrenchment  in 
expenditures  of  every  citizen  are  impei  iously  re- 
quired. The  finances  of  t.he  nation  being  siuhously 
alfected  by  those  causes,  tliere  would  seem  io  arl.se 
a corresponding  obligation  on  the  govererheat  to 
retrench  its  expenditures  and  economise  irs  means. 

In  the  infancy  ofour  institui  ions,  our  expenses  were, 
in  the  general,  limited  by  our  receipts.  We  have 
been  sall.'-fiod  to  advance  gradnaily  in  fui’lhering 
the  system  of  national  security  unci  independence. 

Our  pace  has  been  greatly  quickened  towards  the 


amount  and  §308,855  45,  which  is  §72,225  06. 

The  law  governing  this  trade  contemplates  no 
more  than  a preservatic.j'!  of  the  c-apitai.  It  is,  liow= 
ever,  impossible  to  preserve  it  exactly  at  th'it  point 
at  all  times,  because,  if  that  were  attempted,  the 
fluctuations  to  wh-ich  tlie  markets  are  lialde,  in  llie 
sales  made  of  the  articles  taken  in  barter  with  the 
Indians,  and  the  damage  to  which  these  are  liable, 
as  well  from  the  ext  ent  of  country  over  which  they 
are  transported,  as  from  worms,  wmuld  put  the  ca- 
pital in  hazard.  In  guarding  agaimst  these  contin- 
gencies, the  stock  is  worth  one  year  more,  and  ano- 
ther less,  acGorcling'  as  the  markets  vary,  or  the  sea- 
sons are  favorable  or  otherwise  to  the  preservation 
of  furs  and  peltries  Every  arrang-cment,  howev  er, 
of  which  the  svstem  is  suscejitibie,  i.s  entered  in- 
to, with  a view  to  present  to  the  Indians,  for  whose 
b'cnefit  this  trade  has  been  established,  all  the  ad- 
vantages which  it  was  intended  they  should  derive 
from  it  But  many  of  the  advantage  ■,  as  well  tliosa 
having  relation  to  the  Indians,  as  those  whicli  re- 
late to  the  government  and  to  our  civilized  border 
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population,  are  totally  lost  in  the  almost  universal 
spread  of  avarice  over  the  whole  Indian  domain, — 
dividuals,  in  g'reat  numbers,  availing’  themselves 
pt  the  looseness  of  the  law  which  autliorises  the  is- 
sue oflicensesto  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  which 
ia  -v  containing' no  provision  for  what  might  be  deem- 
etl  the  essential  requisite  pf  moral  character,  liave 
complied  with  its  too  easy  stiphlations,  and  entered 
ihe  Indian  country  at  all  points.  I he  Indians,  lured 
hy  the  arts  of  these  traders,  and  overcome  by  whis- 
key, which  constitutes  the  leading  article  of  the  tra- 
clei’s  tvalHc,  fall  an  easy  sacrifice  to  their  unfortn- 
pme  pi'opensity,  and  lose,  in  tlie  delirium  of  their 
t xcitemeht,  th'eir  temper,  and  even  the  small  por- 
tion of  morals  which  it  v/ill  be  admitted  may  be  in- 
Jicriteil  even  by  a savage.  In  this  state  of  excited 
be.eawment,  wliat  vvonder  if  t!ie 'first  white  man 
who  appears  is  made  to  atone  with  his  life  for  such 
conduct?  It  is  not  unusual  for  tluse  adventurous 
graders  to  divide  tribes  into  clans,  heading  each  by 
a chief  of  their  own  creation,  who,  with  his  follow- 
ers, is  stimulated  to  take  sides,  not  only  in  favor  of 
the  trader  who  confers  such  honor,  but  against 
membph^  pf  their  own  tribe  and  family,  if  these 
shall  happen  to  be  enrolled  under  the  authority  of 
an'opposiiig'trader.  Bibpd  naturaliy  follows  in  the 
Jrack  of  these  men,  aiid’the'  peace  and  the  lives 
of  the  Indians  are  thus  sported'wiih,  Af  the  season 
When  the  hunts  are  over,  and  fhe  weary  and  wea- . 
tlier  beaten  Indians  are  journeying  to  their  homes, 
they  find  themseives  intercepted  b}^  these  traders, 
who  seldom  fail,  by  the  agency  of  whiskey,  to  secure, 
for  the  merest  trifle,  what  liad  cost  so  much  labor 
to  procure,  and  winch  was  intended  to  provide, 
iugainstlhe  rigors  of  the  year,  the  essential  aHicles 
inf  blankets,  strouding,  &c.  &c.  It  is  no  diffieult 
fnatter  to  conceive  the  state  of  wretchednesk  in 
wliicli  these  unfortunate  Indians  are  plunged,  un- 
der such  circumstances.  Only  one  season  has  elaps- 
ed since  trea'ies  w’ere  concluded  between  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  the  Wyandots  and  others,  an  article 
jn  each  of  vyhich  provides  for  the  payment  of  their 
several  annuities  in  specie;  and  at  this  time  the 
kgeut  for  those  Indians  is  at  the  seat  of  government, 
charged,  with  their  wishes  tp  have  this  condition 
Strickenput,  and  the  old  method  of  payment  in  mer- 
chandise kubstituted.  'I'he  reason  assigned  for  it  is 
that  the  anniiity  grounds  were  suvrpunded  by  pack- 
horse  traders,  who,  as  soon  as  Uie  specie  arrived, 
hecame  dwners  bf  it,  lea’  Ingtbe  miserable  Indians, 
who  bad  been  /ird  'up.  to  require  such  a provision, 
possessed  of  a few  flimsey  arficles,  of  the  most  use- 
less character,  to  nipurn  over  a state  of  unusual  be- 
reavement and  SnfFering.  Tlj'e  Ordinary  supplies 
Which  tiieyhad  befeiv|ed  to  believe  v/ould  be  pro- 
cured in  greater  abuiidamfe  by  the' specie,  have 
jiever  api)oared,  and  the  only  alternative-left  them  is 
to  j)ray  that  goods  may  be  sent  them  pi  future,  and 
not  specie,  ' ' ‘ ‘ ’ ’ 

‘ Under  such  circumstances  of  harassment,  it  is 
easy  to  pefcbive  linw  uncertain  must  be  on'r  politi- 
cal reh.ti'cns  with  these  people,  and  how  difficult  it 
7s  to  conduct  a regular  trade  witii  th'em,'  In  fact, 
so  overpowering’  Have  th.ese  traders  become,  both 
TiS  to  conduct  and  mimbe'rs,  afi  to  liave  almost  block- 
ed up  the  aver'nes  to  two  of  our  factories,  and  have 
thus  rendefed  ciieni  ahiu'st  useless,  as*  well  to 
the  governmei't  as  to  thelndiansa  I refer  to  those 
jit  Green  bay  an-l  Chicago,  points  at  wliich  it  is  o'’ 
kb  much 'importaue'e  to  liobi  the  most  peU’cct  bon- 
tvol  over  the  rndiana  wb'h  b it  is  y.ossible  for  tlie  go- 
■<i'ernrrient  {o  exercise.  Nor  do  iliesc  trtiders  acquire  | 
this  infinchc’e  over  the  fiidiaMs  because  tbev  sun-  j 
ply  them  With  articles  at  clieaper  nltes,  ' It  were  i 


I unreasonable,  even  if  facts  did  not  authorise  a dif- 
ferent conclusion,  to  suppose  so.  Their  policy  is  to 
make  all  the  gain  they  can;  and  the  policy  of  the  go- 
vernment (and  1 believe  it  to  e faithfully  sustained) 
is  to  require  only  so  much  advance  on  the  cost  as  fo 
secure  the  capital  from  diminution.  But  evidences 
are  at  hand  that  demonstrate  the  exorbitant  de- 
mands which  these  traders  make,  an  example  of 
which  is  furnisliedin  an  attested  statement,  ti»at,ii4 
the  neighborhood  of  those  very  places,  (Green  bay 
and  Chicago,)  one  dollar  and  fifty  cents  have  been 
(lemanded  and  received  by  them,  in  furs,  for  one 
brass  thimble;  apd  fifteen  dollars  for  a pound  of  to- 
bacco! 

Some  of  the  causes  which  give  tlie  traders  such 
influence  over  the  Indians,  may  be  found  in  the  free 
use  which  they  make  of  whiskey,  (an  article  which 
is  excluded  from  the  government  policy.)  In  the 
rule’s  which  are  ordained  for  the  government  of  the 
United  States-  factor,  and  which  locate  him,  and 
otherwise  put  i,t  out  of  his  power,  very  properly,  to 
enter  the  lists  w’^ith  these  people,  from  which  they 
are  free:  and  in  the  flattering  methods  resorted  to 
by  the  traders,  of  making  partisans  and  chiefs  out 
of  whomsoever  promises  to  succeed  best  in  muster- 
ing numbei’s  and  catcliing  beaver. 

I am  aware  tliat  the  rights  of  citizens  are  plead- 
ed, and  that  it  is  held  by  some  to  be  subversive  of 
those  rights  to  deny  tiie  privilege  of  engaging  in 
this  trade,  to  such  as  may  choose  to  prosecute  it, 
How-ever  true  this  may  be  in  the  abstract,  there  ap- 
pears to  me  to  be  no  reason  which  can  juslify  it  in  its 
application  iQ  a trade  with  our  Indians.  For,  what 
good  reason  pan  be  assigned  to  justify  the  govern- 
ment in  extending  pecuniary  privileges  to  one  set 
of  people,  if  by  so  doing  are  involved  the  well-being 
and  even  the  live,s  of  another?  But  not  only  are  the 
Indians  excited,  and  bereaved,  and  made  miserable; 
not  only  are  riots  and  murders  caused  amon.gst; 
them,  hut  howofien  does  it  happen  that  irruptions 
are  made  by  them,  in  their  state  of  distraction,  and 
under  the  impulses  of  revenge,  into  our  settlements, 
where,  giving  loose  tp  their  passions,  and  indulg- 
ing in  their  visions  of  ideal  .glory,  they  butcher,  in- 
discriminately, without  reference  to  age  or  sex,  and 
carry  with  them  into  the  wilderness  the  scalps  of 
our  innocent  and  unoffending’ inhabitants?  And  bow 
often,  in  order  to  avenge  these  acts,  have  armies 
been' levied  to  reduce  tiiese  exasperated  people  to 
submission,  at  an  expense  to  the  country  more  than 
adequate  to  civilize  and  preserve  them  all?  But  in 
all  this,  bad  as  it  is,  and  much  as  it  istu  be  depre- 
cated, have  the  Indians  done  more  tiian,  in  the  pa- 
roxism oftfieir  hopeless  and  bereaved  condition, 
occasioned  b}' those  too  who  have  been  licensed  to 
go  amongst  them,  it  was  reasonable  to  expect  at 
their  bands?  Does  it  not  appear  to  be  more  in  har- 
mony with  the  riglits  of  the  citizens,  tp  deny  the 
privileg’e  to  trade  to  those  w!io,  in  the  exercise 
of  it,  involve  so  many  thousand  Indians  in  such  deep 
distress  and  jeopardize  at  the  same  time  tlie  lives 
of  both  Indians  and  white  people?  1 am  sanctioned 
!>y  my  own  observation,  as  T believe  I am  by  the 
general  sentiment  of  those  wlio  have  taken  tlie 
pain  3 to  look  into  the  causes  of  our  Imlian  wars,  in 
attribni'ng  at  l.ast  tiiree-foiirths  of  them  to  the  ex- 
citements oerasioned  hv  the  conflicting  inteu'ests  of 
private  traders  It  is,  in  my  judgment,  of  tlie  gvej.t- 
est 'importance  tiiat  some  re.gulations  ctlier  tlian 
those  'vhjdi  now  exist,  be  enacted  for  the  belter 
govcrnmcTit  of  this  liranch  of  our  ]7olicy.  I do  think 
if  tlie'nbjecl  of  the  government  be  to  cii  iiizc'  a:id 
preserve  our  tiborigines,  (and  I am  convinced  i't  is,) 
that  all  such  p(  fiiicious  intercourse  as  I low  e refer- 
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red  to,  should  be  made  to  cease.  Or,  if,  in  the  wis- 
dom  of  congress,  the  propriety  of  such  policy  be 
doubted,  the  next  remedy  which  presents  itself  to 
my  mind,  the  only  remaining  one,  is  to  abrogate  the 
existing  license  law,  annul  all  the  licenses  that 
}\ave  been  issued  under  it,  and  make  it  obligatory 
on  eadi  trader  who  may  apply  for  the  privilege  of 
entering  the  Indian  country,  in  his  capacity  as  such, 
to  build  Ills  factory  and  locate  himself.  Some  re- 
sponsibility for  hi^  good  conduct  and  conformity 
with  the  laws  for  the  government  of  the  trade  would 
exist,  for  he  would  then  have  something  like  a 
jiome,  and  his  stock  at  the  factory,  and  his  improve- 
ments there,  when  added  to  his  bond,  might  be 
supposed  to  furnish  some  settled  and  tangible  se- 
curity, of  which,  under  the  present  regulations, 
scarcely  a vestige  is  believed  to  exist.  ’Tis  true,  he 
bonds,  and  with  sureties,  uiwler  the  pi'esent  law: 
and  these  are  the  conditions  on  which  any  man,  no 
matter  who  he  is,  nor  how  indifferent  he  may  be  to 
the  welfare  of  the  Indians,  nor  how  ho.stile  to  the 
government  and  interests  of  the  United  States,  may 
pass  into  the  Indian  country  as  a trader,  leaving  his 
obligations  at  Detroit  or  Micbilimackinac,  and  him 
seif  roaming  in  the  wilds  of  the  Missouri.  What 
chancels  there  of  enforcing  the  provisions  of  a vi- 
olated law,  under  such  circumstances’*  The  best 
evidence,  however,  of  its  inefficiency,  may  be 
found  in  the  fact,  that  no  forfeitures  have  ever  been 
enforced  from  the  beginning,  at  least  I know  of 
none.  Now,  either  these  traders  must  be  very  te- 
nacious in  conforming  to  the  laws,  or  the  laws  are 
not  adapted  to  a detection  of  their  malcondiict.  The 
relation  in  which  a trader  would  stand,  even  to  the 
existing*  law,  would  be  different,  did  it  not  compel 
him  to  prosecute  his  trade  at  a fixed  point.  But 
whatever  regulations  may  be  entered  into  for  the 
government  of  private  intercourse  with  the  Indians, 
should  embrace,  under  the  severest  penalties  ojforfei- 
litre,  a provision  against  the  vending  of  whiskey  or 
spirituous  liquor  of  any  kind.  And  that  no  con- 
flicts might  arise  betwixt  opposing  traders,  from  a 
r.ontiguity  of  location,  the  places  for  trade  should 
be  approved  by  the  president  of  the  United  'dates, 
and  all  licenses  should  issue  from  him,  or  from  such 
person  as  he  might  be  pleased  to  entrust  with  the 
execution  of  this  regulation. 

I have  been  thus  particular  on  this  branch  of  the 
subject,  because  I believe  in  the  practicability  of 
civilizing  our  Indians:  and  because  I believe  that  this 
great  work  will  continue  to  drag  along,  and  be  but 
partially  successful,  and  in  the  exact  proportion  as 
the  Indians  may  remain  exposed  to  the  seductive  in- 
fluence ofthis  unrestrained  and  avaricious  wilderness 

traffic,  it  has  been,  and  it  will  always  remain  so,  un- 
less measures  are  adopted  to  remedy  it,  that  the 
plans  of  aboriginal  reform,  as  well  those  which  have 
been  entered  into  by  the  government,  as  by  gener- 
ous individuals,  will  be  frustrated  by  these  people. 
And  the  reason  is  obvious.  It  does  not  accord  with 
their  interests  for  the  Indians  to  be  drawn  off  from 
the  chase;  and  in  proportion  as  habits  of  civilization 
are  acquired,  must  be  diminished  the  advantages  of 
an  intercourse  with  them. 

So  mucli  for  the  ‘‘present  state' of  our  trade  with 
the  Indian  tribes,”  as  it  stands  related  to  the  trade 
prosecuted  by  individuals. 

'I'he  regulations  for  the  future  government  of 
privateintercour.se,  (ifit'be  admitted  at  all,)  I con- 
ceive to  be  important,  as,  without  some  change,  the 
state  of  excitement  in  which  the  Indians  are  so  con- 
stantly kept,  cannot  be  sufficiently  composed  to  in- 
sure either  security  to  our  borders,  amelioration  of 
the  general  wretcliedness  of  their  condition,  or  the 


progress  of  the  great  work  of  their  civilization. 
But  a proper  control  being  had  over  the  individuals 
who  go  amongst  the  Indians  as  trader.s,  the  road 
may  then  he  considered  as  furnishing  no  other  ob- 
st’  uctions  to  the  complete  renovation  of  their  con- 
dition. Theory,  on  this  subject,  has  given  place  to 
facts;  and,  if  no  olher  evidence  in  the  practicability 
of  accomplishing  this  noble  work  were  to  he  had, 
the  present  state  of  the  Indian  schools  called  Rrai- 
nard,  on  the  Chicamagah,  in  the  Cherokee  counir}', 
would  demonstrate  it. 

I would  respectfully  suggest,that.  in  no  period  of 
the  history  of  our  country,  have  means  been  adopt- 
ed, wliether  by  the  got  erumt-nt  or  by  individuals, 
which  promised  to  complete  so  speedily  the  impor- 
tant work  of  aboriginal  reform;  and  now,  that  pros- 
pects are  so  flattering,  it  would  be  cause  of  deep 
and  lasting  regret  if,  f rom  defectiveness  in  any  part 
of  the  great  system  which  promises  to  workout  a 
result  so  interesting, these  generous  efforts  .should, 
at  last,  for  that  reason,  be  compelled  to  yield  to  op- 
posing influences,  and  mingle  with  the  ruin  of  pre- 
ceding ones. 

Ixyould  suggestj  therefore,  that  the  original  in- 
tention of  the  congress,  in  relation  to  the  trade 
fund,  be  carried  into  effect;  and  that  an  appro- 
priation of  sixty-three  thousand  three  hundred  and 
seventy  dollars  be  made,  m hich  will  make  a capital, 
from  the  treasury,  of  three  hundred  thousand  dol- 
lars. 

This  will  authorise  an  extension  of  the  trade  to 
three  other  points  within  our  military  posts,  at 
which  it  would  be  beneficial  to  the  Indian  to  have 
factories  located,  and  through  which  those  political 
influences, which  a well  regulated  commercial  inter- 
course is  so  well  calculated  to  produce,  and  which 
tiie  present  system  of  trade,  on  the  part  of  the 
United  States,  was,  in  part,  intended  to  supply, 
mig'ht  be  sustained.  This  being  done,  I would  re- 
spectfully suggest  that  the  existing  law  be  so  modi- 
fied as  to  authorise  an  advance,  over  and  above 
that  which  is  resorted  to  for  the  maintenance  of  the 
capital,  of  ten  per  cent,  on  all  articles  sold,  and  that 
the  gain  thus  secured  constitute  a fund  to  be  appli- 
ed to  tlie  organization  and  epdpwment  of  scliools 
for  the  benefit  of  those  tribes  by  whose  intercourse, 
with  each  factory  respectively,  these  gains  might 
be  realized.  It  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that 
such  a regulatiop  would  produce  in  the  Indians  an 
additioiml  inducement  to  overcome  any  temptations 
which  artifice  might  place  in  their  way,  to  hold 
their  intercourse  with  the  government  establish- 
ments, and  especially  so  as  they  are  nOt,  even  in 
their  savage 'state,  insensible  to  the  kindness  of 
those  regulations  which  affect  the  welfare  of  their 
offspring. 

This  branch  of  the  sy^stem  being  fully  organized, 
and  put  into  complete  operation,  the  way  would  be 
then  made  easy  for  a judicious  and  suitable  appli- 
cation of  those  additional  means  which,  after  all, 
must  be  resorted  to  for  the  completion  of  Indian 
civilization,  I refer  to  the  gradual  withdrawing  of 
tl]e  Indians  from  the  chase,  and  the  enlisting  their 
regards  in  favoi’  of  agriculture  and  the  domestic 
arts — the  introduction  amongst  thpm  of  plain  laws, 
jmst  in  tiieir  nature,  and  easy  of  comprehension; 
the  execution  of  which  migdit  be  trusted  to  plain, 
but  hqncfet  men,  assisted  by  the  most  intelligent, 
hiflueptial,  and  moral  Indians.  0ut  of  this  would 
naturally  arise  the  idea  of  se]).arate  property,  and 
fixed  habitations  ami  villages,  wiiich  ought  never  to 
be  lost  siglit  of  !)y  those  to  whom  are,  or  may  he,  en- 
tr’.istcd  the  destiny  of  this  people. 

It  has  not  been  owing  Lo  any  physical  or  mrry.- 
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defect  in  oui  Indians,  that  they  have  been  so  long' 
nnder  the  intiuence  of  ttieir  savage  propensities, 
but  rather  to  the  too  partial  and  lunitc-d,  and,  b) 
consequence,  uieiHcient measures,  ^nich  have  been 
hitherto  resorted  to.  li  the  govermnenl,  upon  the 
one  liand,  have  organized  a liuinane  system  of  in- 
tercourse witu  then,  tor  Uie  suj>pi}  of  their  wants, 
and  to  quiet,  oy  i;-ie  unity  of  tlte  design  and  the  iiar- 
inony  of  its  operations,  all  the  agitations  and  slnfe 
■which  condiciing  mteresis  give  rise  to,  it  has  coun- 
tenauced,  upon  Uie  otliei,  tiie  aduiissibn  of  indivi- 
duals  amongst  them  wliose  strifes  iiave  disturbed 
the  composure  w'hicli  evui  this  branch  of  policy 
would  l.ave,  to  :i  great  extent,  insured,  if  schools 
have  occasionally  been  opened  in  their  country,  or 
by  any  other  agencies  attempts  have  bees  made  to 
reform  tliem,  liie  lurhulence  of  avarice  hasovei- 
corne  these  peaci  lul  aesigns  also.  And  if  a few  In- 
dian youths  have  been  brought  in  and  educated  at 
our  college  s,  thejr  intelligence,  it  is  admitted,  soon 
dis>ingu!Suedtnem  as  scholars;  but,  when  returned, 
Xi'imgiing  .vitu  the  mass  of  savageism  that  remained 
at  home,  and  wlucn  they  found  as  they  left  it,  near- 
ly ail  the  restraints  which  civilization  had  imposed 
were  cut  loose,  and  they  soon  ceased  to  be  dis- 
tinguished from  their  parents  and  friends.  But  is 
there  any  thing  wonderful  in  all  this?  Certainly  no- 
tliingealculatcdtok-acltothe  concl’.is.on,tuatIndians 
are  necessarily  savages;  for  the  same  reasoning 
would  involve  m ihe  same  necessity  those  who  have 
been  styled  the  most  refined  people  on  the  globe — 1 | 
mean  the  French;  for  a native  of  Parts  has  been 
found  in  our  wilderness  (and,on  the  authority  of  one 
of  his  country  men,  whose  littrary  labors  have  ac- 
quired for  him  no  ordinary  share  of  renown)  so 
Completely  assimulated  to  the  manners  of  the  na- 
tives as  to  be  with  difficulty  distinguished,  and  with 
attachments  to  that  state  so  strong  as  to  refuse  the 
olTer  to  return  to  his  nativ  e city. 

But  we  have  numerous  examples  of  the  same 
kind,  which  apply  to  our  own  people  and  which,  if 
the  doctrine  referred  to  be  admitted  to  be  sound, 
involves  us  likewise  in  the  same  necesslty^  The 
true  state  of  the  case  is,  there  has  been  organized 
no  system,  from  tlie  beginning,  commensurate  to 
this  great  work.  Now,  it  is  true,  light,  breaking 
through  the  prejudices  .of  the  peojile,  is  beginning 
to  make  plain  this  important  subject.  It  is  gratify- 
ihgto  know  tliat  the  great  body  of  the  x\merican 
people  have  their  feelings  (^nlisted  on  the  side  of 
our  aborigines,  and  that  as‘;ociated  bodies  of  dis- ; 
tinguished  citizens,in  uirferenl  sections  of  our  coun- 
try, are  now  engaged  in  carrying  in  amongst  this 
hitherto  almost  forgotten,  and  certainly,  to  a great 
extent,  unprotected  people,  the  arts  and  convenien- 
cies  of  cultivated  life,  and  along  with  these,  by 
means  of  schools  and  the  laborsof  enliglitened,  and 
generous,  and  pious  agents,  those  nobler  instruc- 
tions also  which  teach  them  to  manage  the  concerns 
of  this  life  wltl'i  a wise  reference  to  fu  urity;  and 
thus  the  clouiis  and  darkness  which  rest  upon  that 
state,  penetrated  by  the  only  light  of  which  they 
are  susceptible,  will  cease  to  administer  dread,  and 
to  appal  and  confound  them. 

To  these  agents  may  be  well  and  safely^  entrust- 
ed the  task  of  influencing  the  Imli;uis  by  the  arrange- 
ment and  application  I'f  the  higher  elements,  the 
©per  ition  of  which  is  implied  in  tliis  great  change. 
And  I take  pleasure  in  assuring  the  committee  that 
the  acquaintante  which  I liave  witli  tlie  plans  of 
those  benevoient  men,  warrants  me  in  sa}  ing  tliat 
they  embrace  those  objects. 

All  hopes  of  reforni  centre,  as  such  hopes  must 
always,  in  the  rising  generation.  The  adult  Indium, 


with  his  habits  so  fastened  upon  him  as  to  admit  of 
iio  expectation  that  he  will  disengage  himself  froa 
them,  must  be  left  to  pass  ofl,  adhering  to  his 
foi\  St  propensities.  But  not  so  with  the  younglings 
of  tlie  forest.  I'hey  are  no  more  refractory  thait 
are  the  children  of  civilized  parents,  and  can’there* 
fore  be  trained  to  a different  destiny.  The  term  of 
one  generation  will  be  sufficient,  under  suitable  re- 
yulaiions,  to  change  the  comple.xion  of  the  desart. 
But  no  hopes  need  be  entertained  if  the  system  is 
not  made  perfect  in  all  its  parts. 

I'lie  remarks  I have  made  I beg  leave  to  add,  are 
intended  to  apply  to  the  Indians  within  our  military 
posts.  It  would  be  an  act  of  .supererogation  in  me  to 
propose  any  plan  of  a political  sort,  by  which  the  In- 
dians wivhout  those  posts  might  have  secured  to  them 
the  benefits  of  comniercial  advantages,  upon  the  one 
hand,  which  should  exclude  a pernicious  foreign  im 
fluenee  on  the  other.  An  abler  view  of  this  subject 
than  I have  the  ability  to  present  has  already  been 
offered  to  the  congress.  But  the  time  will  arrive  when 
it  will  be  in  the  power  ofthe  government  (and  when- 
ever it  shall  be  so,  justice  and  humanity  will  de- 
mand its  exercise)  to  reach  out  to  those  so  remote 
tribes  also  the  mantle  of  civilization,  which  it  ia 
gratifying  to  perceive  it  has  begun  to  spread  over 
those  who  happen  to  be  nearer  home.  Till  then, 
and  as  an  incipient  measure,  it  \Vould  certainly  indi- 
cate  a wise  forecast  were  an  American  intercourse, 
properly*  systematized,  opened  with  those  remote 
Indians,  which  should  tend  to  weaken,  and  finally 
overcome  existing  influences,  which,  if  they  be  per- 
mitted to  operate,  may  one  day  prove  a source  of 
much  evil  to  our  country. 

I have  the  honor,  sir,  to  be,  with  great  respect, 
your  obedient  servant, 

THO.  L M’KENNEY,  S.  I.  T. 


CONGRESS. 

IN  THE  SENATE. 

^poil  14.  The  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson^ 
then  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the  bill  to 
provide  for  clothing  the  army  ofthe  United  States 
in  domestic  manufactures;  which  bill  is  as  fol- 
lows: 

Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That,  from  and  after  the  pas- 
sing of  tliis  act,  the  secretary  of  war  be,  and  he  is?, 
hereby,  authorised  and  required  to  cause  the  army 
of  the  United  States  to  be  clothed  in  articles  of  do- 
mestic manufacture,  so  far  as  the  same  can  be  pro- 
cured in  the  United  States,. 

The  bill  having  been  read,  Mr.  Williams,  of  Ten- 
nessee, for  reasons  which  he  submitted  at  large, 
moved  to  postpone  it  indefinitely. 

Debate  followed — the  bill  was  supported  by 
Messrs.  Dickerson,  Bur  rill,  Tnmble,  JMorril,  King,  of 
N Y.  and  Ruggles,  and  opposed  by  Mrssrs.  Wil- 
liams, of  Ten.  Smith  and  JVIacon,  until  half  past  3 
o’clock — when  the  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Wil- 
liam’s motion,  and  decided  as  follows: 

Yeas — Messrs  Barbour,  Brown,  Elliott,  Gaillard, 
.lohnson,  of  Louisiana,  King,  of  Alabama,  Leake, 
Lloyd,  Macon,  N'oble,  Pleasants,  Smith,  Taylor, 
Walker,  of  Alabama,  Walker,  of  Georgia,  Wfilliams, 
of  Mississippi,  Williams,  of  Tennessee — 17. 

Navs — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kentucky, 
King',  of  New  York,  Lanman,  Logan,  Lowrie,  Mor- 
ril,  Otis,  Palmer,  Parrot,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  San- 
ford, I'homas,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Wil- 
son— 24. 

Mr.  Van  Dyke,  to  remove  some  ofthe  objections 
which  had  been  urged  against  the  bill,  and  make 
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more  g-en»rally  acceptable,  moved  to  divest  it  in 
part  of  its  imperative  character,  by  modifying' the 
bill  to  read,  «so  far  as  the  same  can  be  prociired 
at  as  reasonable  prices  as  similar  articles  of  foreign 
manufacture  ” 

'riiis  amendment  was  opposed  by  Mr.  Trimble, 
and  Mr.  Dickerson;  but,  before  the  question  was 
taken. 

The  senate  adjourned. 

Jipvil  15.  After  some  time  spent  tin  the  bill  for 
^e  relief  of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  it  was  post- 
poned until  Monday. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  to  authorise  the  legal 
representatives  of  Elisha  Winter  and  William  Win- 
ter to  institute  a bill  in  equity  in  the  nature  of  a 
petition  of  aright  against  the  E.  States. 

This  is  a claim  of  great  magnitude,  and  has  been 
before  congress  for  rr. any  successive  years.  It  is 
for  no  less  than  one  million  of  acres  of  land  in  Ar- 
kansas, tile  title  to  which  is  derived  under  a Spa- 
nish grant.  '^I'he  legality  of  the  title,  to  the  extent 
claimed,  turns  on  the  construction  of  o:ie  or  two 
words  of  the  grant,  wliich  rendered  into  Er.glish, 
are  ‘one  thousand  arpens  of  land  square,”  upon 
which  a question  arises,  whether  theg*rant  intend 
ed  to  convey  a thousand  square  acres,  or,  as  the 
claimants  allege,  a thousand  acres  square — which  of 
course  is  the  difference  between  one  thousand  and 
one  million  of  acres. 

Mr.  Roberts  m.2.dQ.  some  objections  to  the  bill — iV 
claimed  a territory  almost  equal  to  lui  empire.  Mr. 
//a?i^er  replied  at  considerable  length-~it  appeared 
to  the  committee  that  the  claim  was  a just  one.  Sfr. 
Drown  made  some  remarks  on  the  practice  of  the 
Spanish  government  to  shew  thatthe  claim  rested 
on  reasonable  grounds.  Finally,  the  bill  was  post, 
poned  until  Monday. 

Several  bills  passed  through  different  stages. 

The  senate  then  resumed,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  .Mr.  Walker,  of  Alabama,  in  the  chair,  the 
bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the  army  in  domestic 
manufactures — Mr.  Van  Dyke^s  motion  to  amend 
the  bill  being  under  consideration. 

To  give  place  to  an  amendment  which  had  been 
prepared  by  Mr.  Barbour,  which  he  was  willing 
should  supersede  his  own,  Mr.  Van  Dyke  withdrew 
his  amendment. 

Mr.  Barbour  t\iex\  proposed  to  amend  the  bill,  by 
adding  “on  such  terms  and  at  such  prices  as  will 
not  be  injimious  to  the  public  interest;”  thus  leaving 
an  option  with  the  secretary  of  war,  and  depriving 
the  bill  of  its  imperative  character. 

Mr.  Barbour  wished  to  deprive  the  bill  of  its  im- 
perative character.  Messrs.  Johnson,  of  Ky.  and 
Air.  Ruggles  preferred  the  bill  as  it  was  Mr,  Lloyd 
regretted  that  Mr.  Van  Dyke  had  withdrawn  his 
amendment,  but  thought  the  bill  inexpedient.  Mr. 
Trimble  supported  the  bill  in  its  original  sliape 
— but  moved  to  postpone  it  to  Monday.  He  was 
opposed  by  Mr.  Lowne,  who  wislied  it  to  pass 
promptly.  The  motion  to  postpone  was  lost — 11  in 
favor  of  it.  Mr.  Barbour  withdrew  his  amend- 
ment. 

After  other  proceedings, 

Mr.  Williams,  of  'i’ennessee,  then  moved  t© 
amend  tliebill,  by  adding  thereto  the  following; 

^^Provided,  I'hat  no  contract  for,  or  purchase  of, 
domestic  goods  for  clothing  the  army,  shall  be 
made,  at  more  than  ten  per  cent,  above  the  price 
of  articles  of  the  same  kind  and  quality,  imported 
from  a foreign  country.” 

Mr.  Williams  wished  the  extent  of  encourage- 
ment specified  and  moved  a new  section  to  the  bill 
as  follows — 


“i/e  ii  fimher  enacted.  That  the  sum  of  — ^ dol- 

lars be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  appropriated,  for 
clothing  the  army  of  the  United  States,  in  addition 
to  the  appropriations  heretofore  made. 

Mr.  Dickerson  disclaimed  the  idea  of  ejjorbitant 
protection.  At  length,  Mr.  IFi/son  movedto  add  to 
to  the  bill  the  following  proviso:  •■^Pronided  the 
same  can  be  procured  at  the  same  prices  as  goods 
of  the  same  kind  and  quality  of  foreign  raanafac- 
ture.” 

Mr.  Lowrie  moved  to  add  to  the  proviso  the 
words,  “having  due  regard  to  the  expense  of  ti  ans- 
portation;”  which  Mr.  Wilson  accepted  as  a part  of 
his  amendment. 

This  amendment  was  accepted  - 39  to  3.  When — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson, \\\e  foliowdng  section 
was  added  to  the  bill: 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  sliall  be 
the  duty  of  the  commissary  general  of  purchases  to 
transmit,  annually,  to  the  secretary  or  wai*,  with  his 
returns  of  contracts  for  supplies  of  clothing'  the  ar.. 
my  ofthe  United  Stat  s,  copies  of  all  tlie  p'l'oposals 
made  to  him  for  furnishing  such  supplies. 

The  bill  as  amended,  v/as  then  reported  to  the 
senate. 

After  debate,  the  amendments  were  all  concur- 
red in,  and  the  bill  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading.  At  half  past  3 o’clock  the  senate 
went  into  the  consideration  of  executive  business; 
after  which  they  adjourned. 

April  \7 . The  bill  further  to  provide  for  sick  and 
disabled  seamen,  was,  after  discussion  and  some 
proposed  amendments,  again  postponed. 

Mr.  Barbour  laid  on  the  table  a proposition  so  ta 
amend  the  rules  ofthe  senate  as,  substantial!}',  to 
give  a priority  to  bills  from  the  other  house. 

1 he  engrossed  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  t!»e 
army  in  domestic  mannfactures,  was  read  the  third 
time, passed,  and  sent  to  the  house  of  representa- 
tives for  concurrence. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bill  to  grant  to  Ohio  a 
pre-exemption  right  to  a section  of  land  in  each 
county  in  the  district  called  the  New  Purchase;  in 
that  state,  forcounty  buildings,  8cc.  with  the  amend- 
ment reported  to  the  bill  by  the  land  commiitee, 
which  proposed  to  grant  only  a quarter  section  in 
each  county  for  the  purpose  above  mentioned. 

After  considerable  debate,  and  the  failure  of  .a 
motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely,  it  wasposP 
poned  until  to-morrow. 

Several  private  bills  were  ordered  to  a third  rend- 
ing. 

The  resolution  from  the  other  house,  authorising 
the  publication  of  a part  of  the  secret  journal  of 
tlie  Gongras.s,  under  the  old  confederation,  was 
also  considered,  and  ordered  to  a thij‘d  reading; 

and 

The  senate  adjourned. 

April  18.  'fhe  bill  granting  to  the  state  of  Ohio  a 
certain  pre-exemption  right,  wusoi'dered  to  beeri- 
grosse-d  for  a third  reading* — ayes  19,  noes  13. 

The  bill  anthorisi ng  the  heir.s  of  Elisha  and 
liam  Winter  to  institute  a suit  in  equity,  in  the  na- 
ture ofa ’petition  ot  right,  against  the  U.  States,  was 
then  taken  up  in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  Hor- 
sey in  the  chair. 

Considerable  debate  followed — at  last,  tlie  bil), 
being  reported  to  the  senate,  it  was  ordere 'i  to  be 
engrossed  and  read  a third  lime,  by  the  ibllowing 
vote. 

Ykas — Messrs.  Brown,  Burrill,  Dana,  Eaton,  Ed- 
wards, Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson,  of  {.ouisiamw 
I.eake,  Lowrie,  Mclien,  Noble,  Otis,  Pari-ot,  I'lea- 
sants,  PtUg'glcs,  Taylor,  Tliumas,  Trimble,  Wilha’ms, 
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of  Mississippi,  Williams  of  Tennessee,  Wilson — 22. 

Nats — Messrs.  Barbour,  Dickerson,  Elliott,  Gail- 
lard.  King-,  of  Alabama,  King-  of  New  York,  Lanman, 
Eogan,  Macon,  Morril,  F’almer,  Roberts,  Sanford, 
Smith,  Stokes,  I'ichenor,  Van  Dyke,  VValker  of 
Alabama,  Walker,  Georg-ia — 19. 

The  ctlier  business  transacted  this  day  will  ap- 
pear in  course. 

HOTTST:  of  ■REPIlESKNTATTTKfi. 

Fridnif,  April  1A<.  Mr.  ITc/idoir/e?’ presented  a pe- 
tition of  sundry  citizens  of  New-York  in  favor  of  the 
duty  of  10  per  cent,  on  all  sales  at  auction,  except 
sheriff’s  sales. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  M;l.  from  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means,  made  a detailed  report,  accompanied  by  a 
bill,  authorising  the  president  of  the  United  dates 
to  borrow  two  millions  of  dollars,  and  fer  other  pur- 
poses; wl\ich  was  twice  read  and  committed. 

{'he  speaker  laid  before  the  house  a report  of 
contracts  from  the  commissary-general  of  purchases 
for  supplying  the  army  with  provisions,  8cc.  ren- 
dered in  pursuance  of  a resolution  of  the  house. 

The  speaker  also  laid  before  the  house  a letter 
from  the  post-master  general,  transmitting  a list  of 
unproductive  post  routes. 

Mr.  Robertson  laid  before  the  bouse  the  articles 
t)f  compact  between  tlie  states  of  Kentucky  and 
Tennessee, in  relation  to  the  boundary  line  between 
said  states. 

The  bill  to  establish  a district  coutt  in  the  state 
cf  Alabama,  was  taken  up,  amended  so  as  to  reduce 
the  salary  of  the  judge  from  2,000  to  1,500  dollars, 
and  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

The  house  resumed  the  consideration  of  tlie  re- 
port of  the  committee  of  the  whole,  on  the  bill  for 
the  relief  of  certain  surviving  officers  ofthe  revolu- 
tionary army.  , 

Wi^ereupon,  a debate  of  considerable  interest 
arose,  in  which  Messrs.  IJvermore,  J^dson,  of  Va. 
Gross,  of  N.  Y.  Hemp  hill,  Cushman,  Meigs,  and  War- 
JieJ.d  advocated  the  bill,  and  Mr.  Hardin  and  Mr. 

' So7/f hard  opposed  li. 

The  question  on  concurring  in  the  report  of  the 
committee  of  the  whole,  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion ofthe  bill,  was  then  decided  by  yeas  and  nays, 
as  follows: 

YRtS-Mt  ssrs.  Atexaruler.  Anftonon,  Archer.Mi1. 

Slaker  Barbour  Bat'  uiau.B  oclv  v,  Brown,  BufFiim. Rurwell,  But» 
ler.  N.  H.  Campb'-U.  Cannon,  Cobh,  Cocke,  Crafis,  nai  liii^ton.  Da- 
vldxon.  D nnison,  D'  wiit.  R 'dy,  E'Hv  irds,  of  Con.  Edwards.  N.  C. 
Fay  Fish'  r,  Folsr  r.  Foot.  Garn  tt.  Gross,  Penn.  HaU,  N.  Y.  Hall, 
of  b‘^'1.  H dl  of  N.  C Hardin,  H *ard,  Hnn-ick,  Hibsbman.  Holmes, 
Hooks.  Hostetter,.T.inPS,  Va.  Jones,  Tenn.  Kinsley.  Linn,  Lowndes, 

tclay,  McCoy.  McLean.  K-u.  MaUary,  .Marchaod,M-  ecb,  Metcalf, 
n.  Moore  Morton.  Mm-roy  Park  r Mass.  Parker,  Va.  Patterson, 
SUi  !|)s  Philson.  Pindall.  Pitch  -r,  Plumi  r,  Ref-d.  Rhea.  Rich,  Rich- 
ards, Rieb  *>ond,  Russ.  Sampson,  Sawyer.  Settl^  Shaw,  Simpkins, 
Slocnmt-.  R,  Smith,  of  Va.  A,  Smyth,  of  Va.  Soiirh,  N.  C.  Southard, 
■Stevens  Strine;,  Vi.  T rr,  Terr  M,  Tompki  s.  Tucker,  Va.  Tucker, 
S.  C.  Tyl  T,  M'alker,  N.  C.  M^allace,  Wendover,  Williams,  Va.  Wil- 
liams. N.  C,  Wood — 04. 

nays— M ssrs.  AM  n.  Mass.  AM.  n,  N Y.  Allen,  Tenn.  Archer, 
Va.  Ba'd'vin  Ball.  Bayly,  B'oomfi  'ld,  Boden.  Brush,  Rryau,  Bur- 
ton. Butler,  Loll.  Case,  Clark,  Cook.  Crawford,  Crowell,  Culhrcth, 
Cnlu  nper,  Cushman,  Ciithhert.  Dickinson,  Dowse,  Earle,  Ervin, 
Floyd.  Ford.  F rr  si.  Fuller,  Gross,  of  N.  Y Hackley  Hemphill, 
Hendricks.  Hi  sfer,  Hif.  Ke  flail.  K nt.  Kinsey,  Little,  lavenr.ore, 
I.ym  lu,  MeCr  ary,  Mason,  M'  isrs,  M rcer,  S.  Mom-e.  Monell.  M ise- 
Jey.  N'Pil  ".  Nelson,  ot  Mass.  Nels  i ..  Va.  N"W'on,  Pinckney,  Riii!;- 
ptild,  Ro'ierfs  m,  Rop*.  in,  R iss.  S rpf'  iiMt,  SiKby,  Sloao,  Smith,  N .1. 
Smith.  Md.  Storrs  Sir  - t,  Strnnjr,  N.  ¥.  Tomlinson,  Tracy,  Van 
Rensseh  ar,  Warfi  Id— 70. 

So  the  fir.st  section  was  stricken  out,  and  the  bill 
of  course  reje  cted. 

Mr.  Lhmrmore  then  moved  to  discharge  the  com- 
mittee nf  the  M’hole  from  th.e  further  consideration 
of  llie  hill  which  proposes  to  clntnge  the  tariff  of 
duties  on  goods  imported,  with  a view  |p  move  foi- 
its  indeiiniie  postponement.  He  ])rnce,oded  to  as. 
itign  VC-  for  Vis  m'Aion-  The  hi!i,  ho  f-iiid,  had, 


for  its  object  essentinlly  to  change  our  revenue  sys- 
tem, and  to  change  it,  in  his  opinion,  for  the  worse. 
The  time,  too,  for  making  ibis  experiment  was,  hr 
said,  of  all  timesthe  most  unfortunate;  at  a moment 
when  it  is  known  that  thetreiisury  is  drained  to  the 
very  dregs  — 

.Mr.A/tefl^-erhere  arrested  Mr.Livermore’s speech, 
by  declaring,  that  debate  on  the  merits  of  the  bill 
was  not  in  order  on  this  motion,  according  to  the 
rules  of  the  house. 

Mr.  Barbour,  with  a view  to  bring  the  qv\estion 
into  a shape  susceptible  of  debate,  moved  to  amend 
vir.  Livermore’s  motion,  so  as  to  add  to  it  a provi- 
sion to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely. 

'Phis  motion,  and  debate  upon  it,  were  also  pro- 
nounced irregular,  for  reasons  which  Mr.  Speaker 
assigned. 

After  some  observations  on  the  point  of  order, 
from  Messrs.  Barbour,  Livermore,  and  Loumdes, 

The  question  on  Wr.Livermore’smoXxow  was  taken 
without  debate  on  the  merits  ofthe  bill,  and  decid 
ed  as  follows: 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbot,  .Alexander,  Allen  Ten.  Anderson,  Archer, 
MfJ  Archer,  Va.  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Bryan,  Buffum,  Burton, 
Biirwell,  Butler,  N.  H.  Butler  Lnu.  Cannon,  Cobb,  Cocke,  Cr^ts, 
Crawford  CroW‘ 11  Culpepper.  Cuthhi  rt.  D.avidson,,Earle,  E 'wards 
of  N.  C.  Fisher,  Floyd,  Garnett.  Hall,  N.  Hardin,  Holmes,  Hooks, 
.Toaes.of  Va.  K -ur,  Liv  rmore,  Lowiwles,  McCoy,  McCreary,  Meecli, 
N;  ale.  N : lson.  Mass.  Nelson,  Va.  Overstreet,  Parker,  Va.  rinckriey, 
Pindall,  Rauldri,  Reid.  Rhea  Rielmrds.  Ringg;old,  Rob»-rtson.  Set- 
tle,Silsbe.  Simpkins.  Sheumb,  B.Smith.  Va.  A.  Smyth,  Va. 

N.  C.  Sw  aringen.  Tertrill.  Tqeker,  of  Va.  Tucker,  of  S.  C.  Tyl-r, 
Walker,  of  N.  G.  Warfield,  Whitman,  Williams,  of  Va.  William^ 
ofN.C-71. 

NAyS— M-ssrs.  Adams,  Alle-.,  of  Mass.  Allen,  of  N.  Y.  Baker, 
Baldwin,  Batenan,  Beecher,  Rloomfi-ld,  B.iden,  Brown,  Brush, 
Caiirtpbell,  Case. Clark,  Cook,  Cnlhr  tli,  'lusbman. Darlington,  Den- 
nison, Dewitt,  Dickinson,  Dowse,  EJdy,  Edvvanis,  of  Con.  Fblger, 
Towt.  Eord.  Forr  St,  Fu  11  vi-.  Gross,  N Y.  Gross,  of  Perm.  Hacklev, 
Hall,  ofN.  Y.  Hall  D.  I- Ha/.ard,  H inphill,  Hendricks,  Hi  rrick, 
Hibshniaii,  Hiester,  Hill,  Hostettr,  Jones. of  Ten.  Kndoll,  Kins  y, 
Kiiisley.  Linn.  Little,  Lyman,  Maclay,  McLanv,  Del.  McLean,  Ken. 
Mallai-y',  Marehaiid,  Mason,  Meigs,  Metcalfi  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore, 
Monell,  Morton,  Moseley,  Murray,  Newton,  P.irker.  Mass.  Patter- 
son, Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher,  Plunier,  Rich,  Richmond,  Rogers, 
Ross.  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawy.r,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan,  Smith,  of 
N.  J.  Smith,  of  Md.  Southard,  Stevens, Storrs,  Street,  Strfmg,N.  Y. 
Tarr.  Toiniinson,  Tompkins,  Tracy,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer. 
Wallace,  Weiidover,  Wood.— 96. 

So  the  house  refused  to  discharge  the  committee 
of  the  whole  from  the  consideration  of  the  said  bill. 
Whereupon, 

Mr.  Storrs  offered  the  following  resolution,  and 
moved  that  it  be  committed  to  a committee  of  the 
whole,  on  the  state  of  the  union: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  expedient  to  provide,  by  law, 
for  the  establishment  of  a system  of  internal  reve- 
nue.” 

I'his  resolve  was  referred,  as  moved,  without  de- 
bate. 

Several  bills  were  received  from  the  senate,  read 
twice  and  referred. 

The  engi'Qssed  bill,  for  the  relief  of  gen.  James 
Wilkinson  (appropriating 3000  dollars,  to  indemnify 
him  from  a certain  judgement  obtained  against  him 
by  gen.  John  Adalf)>  was  read  a third  time,  and 
passed,  by  a vote  of  70  to  54,  and  was  s.ent  to  the 
senate  for  concurrence. 

1'he  bill  for  the  relief  of  persons  holding  certain 
unlocated  claims  to  land,  in  the  state  of  ftimois,  was 
ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading.  [Pass- 
ed next  day]. 

After  other  business,  Mr,  moved  that  the 

hou.se  ghould  resolve  Itself  into  a committee  of  the 
wliol^  on  the  bill  to  establish  an  uniform  sy.stem  of 
bankruptcy — negatived,  47  for,  56  against  it. 

Snturd  V,  Apiil  15.  Mr.  Jdncoln  obtained  leave 
of  absence  from  the  servucc  ofthe  house  for  the  re- 
mainder of  tlie  session. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  A.  Snvjth,  the  secretary  of  wa^r 
was  directed  to  prepare  a statr-ment  of  the 


NiLES’  REGlSTER-^-APRIL  l82jQ-~CONGREsa 


149 


tiunibev  of  militia  in  srvice  during  the  late  war  with  | 
Great  nrituiii;  shewing  the  periods  of  their  liervice,  | 
their  pay,  and  from  what  states  and  territories 
drawn,  to  be  laid  before  the  house  at  the  next  ses- 
sion of  congress. 

Mr.  JIdgs  moved  that  the  house  do  now  proceed 
to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him  on  the 
5th  February  last,  in  relation  to  the  abolition  of 
slavery  within  the  United  States. 

And  the  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  wasde- 
leriidned  in  the  negative. 

Mr.  Cobb  then  moved  that  the  house  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  report  of  the  committee  of  the 
whole  on  the  state  of  the  union,  on  a resolution  sub- 
mitted by  him,  proposing  an  amendment  to  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  in  relation  to  appoint- 
ments to  office. 

And  tlie  question  being  taken  thereon,  it  passed 
in  the  affirmative — yeas  71,  nays  69. 

The  amendments' reported  to  the  said  resolution 
by  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union,  were  then  read  and  concurred  in  by  the 
house,  and  the  said  amendment,  as  amended,  is  in 
the  words  foUovving,  to  wit: 

“No  senator  or  representative  in  the  congress  of 
the  United  Stales  shall,  during  the  time  for  which 
he  was  elected,  or  within  one  year  thereafter,  be 
appointed  to  ^ny  civil  office  under  the  authority^! 
the  United  States.** 

On  the  question  to  order  the  resolution  to  a third 
reading,  a debate  afose,  which  occupied  about  two 
hours,  rhe  gentlemen  who  engaged  in  the  debate 
wefe,  Messrs.  Pindall,  Bnish,  J\Teale,  Cobb^  Roberi- 
Sergeant,  and  Cushman. 

P'he  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  on 
agreeing  to  the  proposed  amendment  to  the  consti- 
tu  ' ■ , was  ecid.'d  as  follows: 

YF.AS— Messrs.  AW)ot,  Adams,  Alexander,  Allei,»,  Mass.  Allen, 
N.  Y.  A-le’i,  Term.  Arch<-r.  of  Va-  B «ker.  Ball,  Barboiir,  Bajly, 
Be  c .rr,  Bofl.  n,  Bm  w 11,  Bntler,  N.  H Buti  n-,  of  Lou,  Catmoii, 
Cobb,  f'oeke.  Crafts,  Cravtford,  Crotvell,  Culijeppur,  Eai;l“.  Ed* 
svai-rls,  N'  C.  Fay,  Floyd,  Ganiett,  Qross,  Y.  Hall,  N.  Y.  Hall, 
N.  C H nilricks.  H<  triok,  Hi  st^r,  H .oks,  Joius,  V-i.  Jo<os,  'I'eii. 
Keod'jll.  K Mt,  L'ttle.  'larcbmtd,  M.  igs.  M Metcalf,  M.iuell, 

Mortoi).  Mtiri-ay.  Neale,  Overstreet.  Pbelps,  Pindall.  Pliinier  Re-ed, 
Ross.  Russ,  Sawyer.  Sloan.  Siocumb.  B.  Smith.  Va.  Siorrs,  Strong, 
of  Vf.  *>w!  ari.  geo,  T-m-.  Terrill,  Tracy,  Trioible,  Tucker.  S.  C. 
Ty  1 r.  Van  Rt  nsselaer,  Whitntan,  Willidois,  of  Va.  Wiiliams,  of 
R.  C.— 72 

NAYS— Messrs.  Archer.  ofMd.  Baldwin.  Bateman,  Bl.)6  i!fie!d, 
Bi-owo.  Brush,  Bi  van,  Buffum  Campbell,  Cas.>,  ClaggVtt,  Clark, 
Cook,  Ctilf  r th.  Ciishmaii,  Cothb.  rt.  Darliwgton.  Davidson,  Den- 
in*oo  D witt,  bowsr.Eddy  Edwards^  Coe.n.  Ervin.  Fisher, Falger, 
Foot.  Ford  Full  r.  Gross.  Pa  H.teUley,  fLdl.  D 1.  Hardio,  Hazard, 
Hi'  sh  laii.  H davs,  Hortetter.  Kinsey,  Einsl  y,  Liori,  Livermore, 
J.owfidos  Lymau.  Macla>,  McCoy.  McCn  ary.  McLaiie,  of  D 1 
MeL'=-an.  of  k.  n ».U  iry.  Mas  ei,  R.  Moore.  S.  Moore,  MoseLy, 
Nelson,  «f  Mass.  N.lson,  Va.  N wton.  Parker,  Mass.  Park -v,  Va. 
Patt-rson,  Pbilson,  Pitch  r.  Raokio,  Rhea,  Rich,  Richards,  Rich* 
moi  d.  Riogg-'Id.  Ro’  erfson,  Uotr  rs.  Sapapstm,  Seargeaiit,  Settle, 
Shaw,  Silsh  e,  Simpkins.  Smith,  of  N.  .1-  Smith,  N.  C,  Southard, 
Strv.  ns.  Street,  Strong  ofN-  Y.  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tompkins, 
Wallace,  Weiidover,  Wood— 87. 

A good  deal  of  other  business  was  transacted, 
which, shall  be  noticed  in  its  progress. 

Mv.  Lotondes  submitted  the  following  resolve: 

Resolved,  ’ hat  the  committee  of  manufnctures  be 
instructed  to  report  to  this  house  such  evidence,  or 
estimates,  as  it  may  be  in  their  power  to  present, 
shewing  the  several  rates  of  wages  given,  and  the 
expenses  of  all  kinds  incurred,  in  the  different 
branches  of  manufactures,  which,  in  their  opinion, 
require  additional  encouragement,  with  the  prices 
of  their  product,  so  as  to  exhibit  the  profit,  which, 
at  the  present  price  of  subsistence,  materials  and  la- 
bor, and  the  present  value  of  land,  buildings  and 
machinery,  may  be  obtained  in  such  manufacture, 
skilfully  and  economically  conducted. 

The  said  resolution  was  read  and  ordered  to  lie 
On  the  table;  and 
The  house  adjourned-. 


Monday,  Jipi  il  17.  \lr.  Tracy  presented  a peti- 
tion of  sundry  merchants  or  Kocliester,  in  the  coun*^ 
ty  of  Genessee^  in  the  st-ate  of  New  York,  praying 
that  the  Dili  now  pending  before  this  house,  supple- 
mentary to  an  act  “coiicerning  navigation/*  may 
not  be  passed  into  a law. 

Sundry  reports  were  received,  8cc.  and  other  bu- 
siness transacted  of  no  present  interest. 

On  motion  ot  Mr.  Lorjndes,  the  house  proceeded 
to  consider  the  resolution  submitted  by  him,  or* 
Satuixlay,  calling  on  the  committee  of  manufactures 
to  report  certain  informatiou  respecting  the  stale  oC 
manufactures  in  the  United  States. 

A debate  arose — Messrs.  Lowndes,  Tyler,  Bar- 
bour and  Culpepper  in  the  affirmativ.  , and  v[e*:sr.s. 
Baldwin,  Sergeant,  Fuller,  Gross,  ofN,  Y.  and  Lit- 
tle in  the  negative. 

Those  who  supported  the  motion  argued,  that  en- 
couragement vVas  demanded  for  our  manufacturers 
by  increased  duties',  on  tlie  ground  that  they  were 
now  oppressed  and  ruined;  that  it  w'as  necessary  to 
have  these  facts  to  know  how  far  these  allegations 
were  true  or  otherwise — to  know  wiiether  the  dis- 
tress complained  of  was  in  fact  real  or  suppositious. 

On  the  other  hand,  it  was  argued,  that  the  revi- 
sion of  the  tariff  had  been  proposed  by  the  commit- 
tee of  manufactures  from  considerations  of  national 
policy,  and  from  a minute  investigation  of  details; 
that  the  infoimiation  asked  was  not  such  as  a com- 
mittee of  this  house  ought  to  be  required  to  give^ 
and  which  each  member  could  as  well  procure  for 
himself  as  a committee  for  him;  and  that  the 
adoption  of  the  resolve  would  serve  the  purpose 
of  delay,  &c. 

The  question  being  taken,  by  yeas  and  nays,  on 
agreeing  to  the  resolve,  there  were 

For  the  resolution  72 

Against  it  90 

So  the  resolve  was  rejected^ 

'Fhe  engrossed  bill  “relative  to  the  Arkansas  ter- 
ritory;** the  engrossed  bill  to  annex  certain  public 
lands  in  the  territory  of  Michigan,  to  the  district 
of  Detroit;  tlie  engrossed  resolution  giving  the  con- 
sent of  congress  to  a compact  detween  the  two 
states  of  Kentucky  and  'Fennessefe  for  the  settle- 
ment of  their  boundary-,  were  severely  read  a third 
time  and  passed. 

After  debate,  the  bill  for  the  relief  of  the  officers 
and  volunteers  engaged  in  the  Seminole  war,  was 
laid  on  the  table  - ayes  79,  iioes  63. 

'Fhe  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
the  whole,  Mr.  Tomlimon  in  the  chair,  cn  the  bill 
extending  the  time  for  the  redemption  oflands  sold 
to  pay  the  direct  tax  in  certain  cases. 

Mr.  Sergeant  moved  an  amendment  to  provide 
how  deeds  shall  be  made  to  purchasers  oflands 
sold  for  the  payment  of  the  direct  tax,  where  there 
is  no  collector  now  to  dp  it— agi‘eed  to. 

No  other  debate  or  proceeding  took  place  on 
this  bill,  'f'o  the  same  committee  of  the  whole  was 
referred  two  or  three  other  bills;  among  them, 
the  bill  from  tlie  senate,  further  provision 

for  the  sale  of  public  lands,  (for  changing'  the  system 
frorr,  a credit  to  cash  payments.) 

Messrs.  Anderson,  Brush  and  FYiller  supported^ 
and  Messr.s.  Jo'ies,  Crowell  and  Brown  oppo.«ed 
the  biih  The  committee  rose  without  a decision, 
and  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jpril  18.  The  corammittee  on  public 
expenditures,  to  whom  were  referred  the  resolu- 
tion of  December  last  to  enquire  and  report  the 
amount  of  the  several  items  which  are  charged  upon 
the  contingent  fund,  and  whether,  in  their  opinion, 
the  expanditpres  ivat  m fature  Ik)  dlmhusiied. 
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consistently  with  the  public  interest  and  the  acoom- 
nivodation  of  the  two  houses  of  congress,  made  a 
long  and  detailed  report,  c(mcluding  as  follows. 

‘‘After  the  most  diligent  investigation  which  your 
committee  have  been  enabled  to  make,  their  enqui- 
ries have  resulted  in  not  being  enabled  to  detect 
any  abuses,  if  any  have  existed,  or  do  exist;  nor 
have  they  been  able  to  discover  how,  or  in  what 
manner,  the  expenditures  upon  the  contingent 
fund  of  this  house  can  be  diminished,  consisteutly 
with  the  public  interest,  or  its  comfortable  accom- 
modation. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Williams^  of  Nortli  Carolina,  it 
was 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  lay  before  this  house  the  proceedings  of, the  court 
martial  on  the  trial  of  William  King,  colonel  of  the 
4th  regiment  of  U.  S.  infantry. 

'I'he  house  took  up  the  bill  to  confirm  the  title  of 
the  Mochiccan^or  Stockbridge  Indians,  to  cenain 
lands  lying  on  White  river,  Indiana;  upon  which 
much  discussion  arose,  and  the  question  being  lost 
on  ordering  the  bill  to  be  engrossed,  it  was  reject- 
ed. 

The  engrossed  bill  extending  the  time  allowed 
for  the  redemption  of  land  sold  for  direct  taxes  and 
purchased  on  behalf  of  the  United  States,  was  read 
the  third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concurrence. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  Mr.  Tomlinson  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill, 
from  the  senate,  reducing  the  price  of  the  public 
lands  and  establishing  cash  payments  therefor. 

Mr.  Robertson  took  the  floor,  and  advocated  the 
bill  in  a speech  of  about  an  hour  in  length;  when, 
on  motion  cf  Mr.  Clay,  the  committee  rose  and  ob- 
tained leave  to  sit  again  to-morrow. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Brief  notice  o f the  proceedings  of  Wednesday  and 
Thursday. 

In  the  senate — Wednesday.  Considerable  time 
was  spent  on  the  bill  further  to  extend  the  judicial 
system  of  the  United  States.  After  which  it  was 
postponed  until  Saturday. 

The  senate  receded  from  their  disagreement 
with  the  house,  in  respect  to  ?he  bill  to  establish 
a district  court  in  Alabama. 

The  bill  to  authorise  the  building  of  a number  of 
small  vessels  of  war,  was,  after  amendment,  oi'dered 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time. 

Thursday.  We  have  not  any  particulars  of  tliis' 
day’s  proceedings,  except  a notice  of  the  passage 
of  the  bill  respecting  certain  small  vessels  of  war. 

House  of  representatives.  Wednesday,  April  19.-- 
Mr.  Sergeant  reported  a bill  to  authorise  the  peo- 
ple of  the  District  of  Columbia  to  hold  a conven- 
tion, to  determine  whether  it  will  be  for  their  bene- 
fit to  have  the  rights  of  self-government  extended  to 
them,  &.C. 

Mr.  Jones,  of  Va.  submitted  the  following  resolu- 
tion for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  be 
requested  to  communicate  to  this  house,  his  opinion 
respecting  the  probable  efleets  which  v/ill  be  pro- 
duced upon  the  revenue,  should  the  bill  to  regulate 
the  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other  purposes,  now 
pending  before  this  house,  he  enacted  into  a law. 

This  motion  and  the  proceedings  on  it  gave  rise 
to  considerable  debate. 

After  much  discussion  and  some  warmth  of  de- 
bate, the  resolution  was  laid  upon  the  table — ayes 
71,  noes,  67. 

In  the  further  debate  which  took  place  on  the 
land  bill,  the  main  object  (to  reduce  the  price 


of  the  public  lands  from  the  present  price  to  one 
dollar  and  twenty  five  cents  per  acre,  and  to  abolish 
credits  thereon)  was  supported  and  opposed  by 
the  following  genilemen-. 

Affirmative,  Messrs.  Anderson,  Barbour,  Hardin, 
Sloan  Storrs, 

jYeganve,  Messrs.  Clay,  Brown,  Butler,  of  Lou. 
Cook,  Hendricks,  Jones,  of  < enn,  McLean,  of  Ken. 

Some  other  gentlemen  incidentally  engaged  in 
the  discussion  on  amendments,  &c. 

After  the  bill  had  been  reported  by  the  commit- 
tee of  the  whole,  a variety  of  propositions  v/ere 
oS'ered  to  amend  it. 

But  every  proposed  amendment  was  rejected, 
and  til e bill  ordered  to  a third  reading  to-morrow. 

Thursday,  April  20.  After  a variety  of  business, 
not  necessary  to  detail  just  now — 

Mr.  Baldwin  gave  notice  that  he  should,  on  to- 
morrow, move  to  postpone  all  the  other  orders  of 
the  day,  in  order  to  take  up  the  bill  for  altering  the 
tariff  of  duties  on  imports. 

The  bill  from  the  senate,  for  changing  the  mode 
of  disposing  of  the  public  lands,  was  then  read  a 
third  time,  and  on  the  question,  “shall  the  bill  pass:* 
The  vote  was  as  follows: 

For  tile  passage  of  the  bill  133 

Against  it  23 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  returned  to  the  se-^ 
, nate,  requiring  only  the  signature  of  the  president 
to  make  it  law. 

The  bill  to  provideTor  clothing  the  militia  when 
called  into  the  service  of  the  United  States;  the  bill 
to  establish  an  uniform  mode  of  discipline  and  field 
exercise  for  the  militia  of  the  United  States;  and 
the  bill  from  the  senate,  “to  provide  for  clothing 
the  army  of  the  United  States  in  domestic  manu- 
factures,” passed  thro’  a committee  of  the  whole^ 
( Mr.  Foot  in  the  chair,  and  were  reported  to  the 
house. 

I'he  last  bill  being  taken  up  in  the  house — 

Unsuccessful  motions  were  made  to  lay  it  on  the 
table  and  postpone  it  to  the  first  day  of  May. 

Among'  other  motions  to  amend  the  bill  was  one 
by  Mr.  Jfohnes,  to  strike  out  the  proviso,  that  the 
domestic  goods  can  be  procured  at  the  same  prices 
as  goods  of  the  same  kind  and  quality  of  foreign 
manufacture. 

This  motion  gave  rise  to  considerable  debate; 
and  was  at  length  decided  by  yeas  and  nays,  85  to 
73,  and  was  therefore  agreed  to. 

An  amendment  was  agreed  to  providing  that  not 
more  than  fve  per  cent,  should  be  paid  on  goods 
purchased  for  the  army  over  the  cost  of  such  arti- 
cles, if  imported  from  a foreign  country— 82  to  78, 

The  amendments  were  then  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed, and,  with  the  bill,  to  be  read  a third  time 
to-morrow. 

The  remainder  of  the  day  was  occupied  on  the 
bills  for  the  establishment  of  new  land  offices  in 
Alabama,  Illinois,  &c. 


Important  Tom*. 

rnOM  THE  DETHOIT  GAZETTE,  OF  MATICR  3. 

We  are  informed  that  the  secretary  ofwar  has  in- 
structed governor  Cass,  to  proceed  upon  an  ex- 
ploring tour  to  the  northwestern  extremity  of  lake 
Superior,  and  thence  to  the  heads  of  the  Mississip- 
pi, and,  by  the  way  of  Prairie  du  Chien  and  Green 
Bay,  to  Lake  Michigan. 

No  part  of  the  United  States  is  less  known  than 
the  country  upon  this  route.  We  depend,  for  our 
information  respecting  it,  almost  wholly  upon  the 
reports  of  Indian  traders.  It  is  certainly  time  that 
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the  impovtant  g'eugrapliicul  and  political  questions  ] 
connecLed  with  it  were  satisfactorily  solved.  It 
has  long  been  known  that  large  masses  of  virgin 
copper  are  iohe  found  on  one  of  the  streams  which 
e]r.]>tv  into  lake  Superior  on  its  southern  shore. 
Those  require  to  be  fully  examined,  and  the  coun- 
try sliouki  be  purchased  from  the  Indians  for  the 
benefit  of  the  United  Stat  s.  Its  minerologicul  trea^ 
sures  could  then  be  used  for  important  national  ob- 
jects. 

We  nre  glad  to  see  that  Mr.  Calhoun  pursues, 
with  zeal  and  ability,  the  necessary  measures  for 
obtaining  a correct  knowledge  of  the  remote  sec- 
tions of  our  country.  He  has  probably  carried  into 
the/ war  department  the  same  opinions  which  dis 
tinguished  Jdm  in  congress,  upon  questions  of  in- 
ternal improvement.  With  the  practical  views  of 
an  enlightened  statesman,  he  appears  anxious  to 
have  our  immense  unsettled  frontiers  explored,  for 
purposesof general  information, as  well  as  for  the  ac- 
complishment of  objects  more  immediately  connect- 
ed with  his  department.  An  ignorance  of  the  geo- 
graphy of  their  own  country  ought  not  to  be  the; 
reproach  of  Americans. 

We  understand  that  the  gentlemen  attached  to 
this  expedition,  will  leave  here  soon  after  the  open- 
ing of  the  navigation,  in  birch  canoes,  lliis  mode 
orconveyance  is  not  only  the  most  economical,  kut 
it  is  also  best  adapted  to  the  country,  and  will  ena- 
ble the  tourists  to  explore,  in  their  passage  to  lake 
Superior,  the  American  shore  of  lake  Huron,  which 
is,  perhaps,  not  better  known  than  that  of  the 
former. 

We  are  not  yet  informed  Who  will  accompany  go- 
vernor Cass  in  his  contemplated  tour,  but  if  he  has 
the  privilege  of  choosing  his  assistants  we  shall, 
from  a knowledge  of  his  ability  and  enterprize,  be 
sanguine  in  the  expectation  of  seeing  results  from 
this  expedition,  both  of  a scientific  and  political  na- 
ture,  equal  to,  if  not  surpassing  even  those  that 
will  be  produced  by  the  one  to  the  Yellow  Stone. 
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Till  ton  and  JIull  were  brought  before  the  Balti- 
more county  court  on  Monday  last,  charged  withihe 
murder  of  John  Heaps,  the  driver  of  the  mail  car- 
riage, at  the  time  it  was  recently  robbed  near  this 
city,  '"hey  plead  guilty.  Sentence  of  death,  on 
•ehis  account,  was  p:issed  upon  them  on  Wednes- 
day. So  it  is  not  probable  that  they  will  be  tried 
in  the  U.  S.  courtTor  robbing  the  mail. 

The  theatre,,  at  Washington  city,  was  destroyed 
by  fire  on  Wednesday  morning  last.  Some  expe- 
riments on  gas  had  been  made  (herein  the  preceed- 
tng  evening,  . No  other  damage  was  done.  Some 
suppose  this  to  have  been  tlie  w«)rk  of  an  incen- 
diary, but  others  believe  it  to  have  been  acciden- 
tal. 

Capt.  Jr  B.  i'inch  is  to  be  second  in  command  of 
the  Columbus  74,  in  the  place  of  capt,  Fdton,  who 
declines  the  service  on  account  of  ill  health. 

Promotion  f/ieut.  C.  W.  Morgan  has  been  ap- 
pointed a master  commandant  in  the  navy  of  the 
U.  States. 

The  times.  A wharf  and  certain  valuable  store- 
houses, in  AlexaTic|ria,  Uol.  which  originally  cost 
17,000  dollars,  were  recently  sold  at  auction,  for 
1,250. 

lianh  of  Kentiicky.  The  Lexington  Reporter  of 
April  5,  says — The  notes  of  the  bank  of  Kentucky  and 
Its  hranrhes  are  nott)  received  in  all  payments,  at  the 
ajfjre  of  (Us  count  and  deposite  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
Stated, 


Jlnonymous  letters,  fhe  son  of  a most  respecta- 
ble gentleman  of  Philadelphia,  has  been  detected 
in  the  act  of  sending  anonymous  letters  to  citizens 
of  that  place,  and  been  held  to  bail  in  the  sunv 
of  ten  thousand  dollars, 

IJeaf  and  dimb.  We  have  an  interesting  re- 
port from  the  managers  of  the  institution  for  the  re»- 
liet'of  the  deaf  and  dumb  in  New  York,  '}  he  pre- 
sent amount  of  pupils  is  56.  In  several  instaqces, 
the  causes  of  deafness  appear  to  be  removing,  and. 
some  begin  to  speak;  and  the  condition  of  all  is 
pmelioratmg.  We  trust  that  this  liumaRe  establish- 
ment will  long  exist  an  honor  to  the  state,  like 
that  in  Connecticut. 

British  combination.  It  appears  to  us  now  to  be  a 
well  established  fact,  that  rich  and  extensive  asso- 
ciations have  been  formed  in  Great  Britain,  and 
: large  sums  of  money  subscribed,  for  the  purpose-  of 
putting  down  American  manufactures.  : he  asso* 
ciation  appears  to  have  agreed  to  sacrifice  tlie  sum 
of  300,000/.  sterling  (1,3  )2,000  dollars)  in  the  ex- 
periment, to  inundate  our  country  witli  goods  and 
dispose  of  them  on  any  terms  which  may  best  have 
effect  upon  our  establishments;  believing  tha* 
wlien  these  are  once  destroyed,  they  may  hold  the 
market  at  their  own  prices. 

The  names  of  some  of  the  conspirators  are  given 
— among  them  are  earl  Grosvenor,  lord  Folkitone, 
Mr.  Broug’ham,  Sir  Robert  Peele,  and  many  great 
manufacturing  houses. 

Baltimore  inspections — for  the  quarter  ending 
March  31  1820.-151,408  1-2  bbls.  wheat  fiourj 
1379  do.  rye  do.;  1263  do.  corn  do;  1706  do.  pork; 
1567  do.  beef;  12107  casks  domestic  liquors;  408 
large  do.  1756  kegs  of  butter;  2527  do.  lard,  he. 
&c. 

.JSTeiv  York.  Tlie  legislature  of  this  state  closed  a 
long  session  on  Friday  night,  Inst  week.  The  con- 
troversy about  Mr.  I'ompkins’  accounts  remains  as 
it  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  session — the  twm 
houses  having  disag-reed.  Mr.  Spencer,  (speaker) 
received  a vote  of  thanks,  67  to  30,  for  the  able,  im- 
partial and  dignified  manner  in  which  he  had  dis- 
charged the  duties  of  the  office. 

JYorth  Carolinci.  An  elegant  bridge  hns  been 
built  ovfer  Cape  Fear  river,  near  Fayetteville  N.  CU 
It  was  opened  to  the  public  with  great  ceremony. 
The  central  body  is  400  feet  long,  and  its  height 
above  the  bed  of  the  river  80  feet — its  whole  length 
1100  feet.  Itis  called  the  “Clarendon  bridge. 

Savannah.  A design  appears  to  have  been  form- 
ed to  have  fired  the  remains  of  thi.s  city  in  four 
places  at  l!ie  sa.me  time!  Certain  perstuis  are  ar- 
rested, cliarged  with  the  horrible  intent. 

A'e7u  Oz-feans  begins  to  abounrl  with  produce— the 
steam  boats  are  arriving  with  immense  cargoes  of 
cotton,  flour,  ?cc.  Some  of  these  have  descended 
1700  miles  in  eight  days! 

Do^testic  ixnusTnr.  From  the  Ai.  T.  Commercial 
.Advertiser  of  .April  4. — We  have  tlu.s  day  seen  a 
superb  sv/ord,  made  at  the  factory  of  Mr.  Starr,  in 
Middletown,  Con.  in  obedience  to  a vote  of  con- 
gress. The  actual  cost  of  this  sword  is  one  thou- 
sand dollars,  and  it  is  believed,  that  a more  superb 
article  of  this  kind  was  never  seen  in  this  or  any 
other  countiy,  ~We  shall  endeavor  to  give  a brief 
description  of  it. 

On  one  side  of  the  hilt  are  tlie  arms?of  the  Unit- 
ed States — on  the  other,  the  following  inscription 
—“Voted  by  the  congress  of  the  United  Stales,  tw 
col.  Pickard  Al.  Johnson,  in  testimony  of  the.  sem  e 
of  his  gallantry  in  the  battle  of  the  Thames,  in  Up- 
per iKanada,  October  5th,  1813.**  The  head  of 
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the  hilt  is  an  eagle,  bearing  ah  open  wreatli  in  its, 
inoutlj — The  headoftke  guard  is  a bust  of  Ceres. 
The  thumb  pieces  on  each  side  form  a spread  eagle, 
liolcling  in  his  talons  aii  emblem  of  agriculture. 
The  bow  of  the  guard  represents  a wreath  of 
brauches,  descriptive  of  the  Union  of  the  states. 
The  blade  is  of  the  sabre  kind,  of  the  best  materi- 
als, and  so  well»teinpeped  as  to  resist  any  impres- 
sion  that  has  been  attempted  to  be  made  upon  it. 

The  scabbard  is  richly  gilded;  the  ornaments, 
which  are  of  solid  gold,  reflect  great  credit  on  the 
ingenuity  of  the  artist. 

'file  case  that  contains  the  swofd,  is  of  that  kind 
of  wood  called  bird’s  eye  maple,  and  is  of  superior 
beauty  and  work.mansliip; 

rj^  VIr.  Starr,  the  manufacturer  of  thi^sword,  onj 
his  journey  to  Washington,  politely  afforded  the 
editor  of  the  REoisTEuan  opportunity  of  examining 
it.  W e are  not  judges  of  things  of  this  sort,  but  it 
would  appear  to  us  that  its  workmanship  cannot  be 
excelled.  Vlie  hilt,  as  above  described,  is  ofg-old, 
and  the  blade  is  supposed  to  equal  the  fr  mous  ma-j 
nufactures  of  Damascus.  Mr.  Starr  says  it  cannot 
be  broken — that  it  has  been  severely  struck  against 
fifty  other  swords,  without  making  tiie  least  impres- 
sion on  its  edg'e.  I’he  workmanship,  in  all  its  parts, 
wa.s  executed  by  nitive  Americans. 

I''roni  the  jYadonal  Inleilig-encer  of  the  \9th  insl. 

The  sword  voted  to  col.  Richard  VI.  Johnson, 
by  a resolution  of  congress,  in  testimony  of  their 
high  sense  of  his  gallantry  and  good  conduct,  in 
the  decisive  battle  on  the  Thames,  in  Upper  Cana-, 
da,  during  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain,  was  pre- 
sented to  that  gentleman  yesterday  by  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States.  The  heads  of  depart- 
ments, and  many  members  of  both  houses  of  con- 
gress attended  to  witness  an  honor  not  less  distia- 
g’liished  t!;an  it  is  deserved;  On  presenting  to  col. 
Johnsonthis  mark  of  his  country’s  approbation,  the 
prcsideiit  aildressed  him  as  follsws: 

Sir — I now  perform  an  office  Which  is  very  gra- 
tifying to  mv  feelings.  Fn  the  late  war,  ourcoun- 
cry  was  assailed  on  every  side;  on  tlie  whole  Atlan- 
tic coast,  and  inland  frontiers;  and  in  many  quarters, 
at  the  same  time.  Plonored  by  your  fellow  citizens, 
you  then  held  a station  in  the  public  councils,  which 
afforded  you  an  opportunity  to  render  services, 
with  which  a patriotism,  less  ardent,  would  have 
been  satisfied.  But  you  repaired  to  the  field,  at 
the  head  of  a regiment  of  volunteers,  and  met  the 
enemy,  atone  of  the  points,  where  he  was  most  for- 
midable. At  tlie  head  of  that  corps,  and  well  sup- 
ported Ijy  it,  you  fought  with  heroic  gallantry,  and 
essentially  contributed  to  the  victory  which  was  ob- 
tained. Your  country  is  grateful  for  these  services, 
and  in  compliance  with  a resolution  of  congress, 

T present  to  you  this  sword,  as  a testimonial  of  its 
hig'Ii  regard. 

'I'o  whicii  col.  Johnson  replied: 

JMr,  Preside{it-^'W\W\  sentiments  of  unfeigned 
gratitude  to  t!iis  national  legislature,  for  the  testi- 
monial of  their  approbation,  and  to  you,  sir,  for  the 
cordiality  with  which  it  is  presented,  I accept  the 
donation,  as  the  richest  reward  of  a soldier’s  merit 
— blit  not  without  a deep  sense  of  the  slender  claim 
which  I have  to  such  distinguished  honor.  Con- 
scious of  tlie  forbearance  of  our  countrv  under  a 
continued  repetition  of  injuries,  it  became  my  duty, 
wlien  the  last  resort  of  nations  was  adopted,  tocon- 
trihiite,  with  our  fellow  citizens,  my  personal  ser- 
vices, in  vindicating  our  common  rights;  audit  was 
my  good  fortune  t o be  placed  at  the  headof  a corps, 


whose  valor  was  equal  to  the  occasion,  and  who 
would,  have  done  honor  to  any  leader  Their  worth 
supplied  my  deficiency;  and  it  will  ever  give  me 
pleasure  to  regard  this,  as  a token  of  their  merit. 
Unworthy  as  I am  of  this  distinction,  1 derive  gi-eat 
consolation  from  the  elevated  character  of  the  illus- 
trious body  tinder  whose  resolution  you  act,  which 
is  much  increased  by  a recollection  of  the  revolu- 
tionary services,  and  the  exalted  reputation  of  the 
individual  desig;iated  to  carry  it  into  effect. 

Adjutant  & Inspector  gen' a.  office,  Feb.  7,  1820. 

Extract  oj’  general  ordehs. — “At  a general 
court  martial,  begun  and  liolden  at  Montpelier,  iu 
Alabama,  on  the  23d  of  November  last,  of  which 
lieut.col.  William  Lmdsay,  ofthecorp.s  of  artillery. 
Was  president,  and  S.  1).  Hays,  esq.  judge  advocate, 
was  tried  coiouei  Wm.  King,  of  the  fourth  regument 
of  infantry. 

“ The  court  sentence  the  prisoner,  col.  William 
King,  of  the  4th  regiin-^nt  of  United  States  infantry, 
to  be  suspended  from  all  rank,  pay  and  emoluments, 
for  the  space  of  five  years,  from  the  date  of  the  ra- 
tificatiou  of  this  sentence. 

“The  president  of  the  United  States  approves  the 
proceedings  of  the  general  court  martial  in  the  case 
of  col.  Wm.  King,  of  the  4th  infantry,  and  directs 
that  the  sentence  of  suspending- him  from  all  rank, 
pay  and  emoluments,  for  live  years,  be  consequently 
carried  into  effect.”  By  order, 

D.  PARKER,  Adjt.  andinsp.  gen. 

.Mjutant  and  inspector  gen' a.  office,  AprilYf  1820. 

. General  order. — CongTess  having'  limitted  the 
appropriations,  for  this  year,  to  txventy  one  thousand 
dollars,  on  account  of  bounties  and  premiums,  all 
minor  recruiting  parties  will  be  withdrawn,  and 
the  recruits,  together  with  the  clothing  and  other 
public  property,  will  be  forthwith  removed  to  their 
respective  regiments  a ^d  corps.  ^ 

Recruiting  will  in  future  be  carried  on  only  at 
the  head  quarters  of  regiments,  corps,  and  at  posts, 
except  at  the  folio  wing  places,  viz:  One  recruiting 
station,  or  rendezvous,  at  Baltimore,  to  consist  of 
one  odicerofthe  corps  of  artillery,  south  division, 
and  one  officer  of  the  fourth  infantry.  One  ren- 
dezvous at  Philadelphia,  to  consist  of  one  officer  of 
the  corps  of  artillery,  south  division,  and  one  of- 
ficer of  the  first,  one  of  the  seventh,  and  one  of  the 
eighth  infantry.  One  rendezvous  at  New  York,  to 
consist  of  one  officer  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  south 
division,  and  one  officer  of  the  second,  one  of  the 
third,  and  one  of  the  fifth  infantry.  One  rendez- 
vous at  Boston,  to  consist  of  one  officer  of  light  ar- 
tillery,  and  two  officers  of  the  corps  of  artillery, 
north  division.  One  rendezvous  at  Pittsburg,  to 
consist  of  one  officer  of  the  sixth  infantry;  and  one 
rendezvousat  St. Louis,  to  consist  ofone  officer  ofthe- 
ride  regiment.  By  the  regulations,  recruiting  is 
to  be  carried  on  under  the  orders  ofthe  comman- 
dants of  divisions  and  departments;  and  tliis  order 
is  sent  to  officers  now  superintending  that  service, 
that  they  may  make  the  necessary  arrangements  to 
carry  into  effect  the  furtlier  orders  of  the  com- 
manding generals.  None  but  the  best  young  men 
will  be  received  as  recruits.  All  tlte  recruiting- 
regulations  will  be  strictly  enforced,  and  the 
duplicate  enlistments,  returns,  and  reports,  re- 
quired for  this  office,  will  in  iro  instance  be  dis- 
pensed with. 

No  furlough  will  be  given  to  any  paymaster  for 
more  than  ten  days,  except  with  the  approbation  of 
the  paymaster  general.  By  order, 

D.  PARKER,  adj.  and  Insp,  general. 
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rp^Jlnoiher  removal.  The  Regtstek  will  hereiaf- 
ter  be  publislied  at  that  commodious  four  story 
building’ in  Water  street,  the  3rd  door  east  of  South- 
street,  on  the  direct  route  from  the  present  Mer- 
chants coffee  house  to  the  new  Exchang’e — a place 
easily  found  and  very  convenient  to  all,  residents 
or  strang'ers,  who  have  business  to  do  with  the  edi- 
tor.  It  is  to  be  hoped  that  this  elig-ible  situation 
will  be  a permanent  one. 

QTj^Tf  the  gentleman  that  wrote  a letter  to  me 
sigi'.ed  “ a Jormer  correspondent,  ” whose  name  was 
recollected  when  the  letter  was  received,  but  just 
now  forgotten  as  the  latter  has  passed  out  of  my 
hands,  will  give  the  name  aiid  other  particulars 
of  the  affair  which  he  communicated,  I feel  autho- 
rized, to  say  that  the  matter  will  be  severely  inves- 
tigated by  the  proper  officer, 

<‘Domestic  Economist.”  William  Ogden  JViles 
presents  his  respects  to  the  gentlemen  who  have 
interested  themselves  to  give  a circulation  to  his 
rospectusjbr  to  obtain  subscribers  for  the  work  that 
e contemplated  to  publish — but  it  appears  to  him 
that  this  is  not  a favorable  time  to  press  it  forward, 
and  he  therefore  declihes»it  for  the  present;  hoping 
that  under  happier  circumstances,  such  a publica- 
tion may  be  found  useful  to  his  country  and  advan- 
tageous to  its  proprietorj  whether  he  himself  shall 
be  engaged  in  it  or  not. 

Monet  cheap.  Proposals  were  a few  days  since 
made  by  the  mayor,  for  a loan  to  the  city  of  Phila- 
delphia, of  ^20,000  for  twenty  years,  at  six  per  cent. 
The  following  bids  were  offered: 
g22,800  at  IJ  A 

24,r00  at  2 

10.000  at 

15.000  at  2 3-10  Vper  cent,  above  par. 

20.000  at  2|  I 

20,000  at  3 I 

4,00o  at  4 J 

The  facts  here  disclosed  only  corroborate  the 

truth  of  what  we  have  often  ass'erted,  that  money 
would  be  “plenty”  enough,  if  there  were  objects 
to  give  it  circulation.  AVhen  tlie  circulation  was 
free,  money  was  generally  regarded  as  worth  eight 
per  cent. — VVe  see  now  by  the  prices  offered  for 
this  loan,  and  especially  by  the  rates  at  which  the 
United  States  .stocks  are  disposed  of,  tliat  it  is 
■worth  less  than  six.  ' 

“Modehn  Vandals.”  We  liave  a doleful  arliicle 
from  the  Edinburg  Review,  about  a trading  com- 
pany formed  in  France  in  1795,  for  the  purpose  of 
buying  up  princely  mansions  and  demolishing  them, 
for  the  sake  of  their  materials;  and  that  even  in 
1817,  a splendid  house  near  Paris,  the  painting  of 
the  cc//u?g.9  of  which  co.st  16,5007  sterling  (63,000 
dollars!)  was  sold  to  a “working  brazier”  for  4,2907 
who  declared  liis  intention  of  deinoiisliing  it,  unle.ss 
some  purchaser  would,  within  a stated  time,  give 
him  2507  foi'  his  bargain.  None  came  forwr.rd,  and 
in  November,  1817,  all  that  remained  of  it  was  a 
heap  of  stoiies!  The  leaden  and  iron  pipes,  and 
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the  pier  glasses  alone,  were  valued  at  nearly 
4,0007 

Now,  we  have  a house  near  Baltimore,  built  when 
some  money  was  manufactured  as  fast  as  the  paper 
makers  could  finish  the  chief  material,  that  i.s  pro- 
bably destined  to  share  a similar  fate,  unless  some 
thrifty  Dutch  farmer  of  Pennsylvania  should  hap- 
pen to  buy  tlie  land,  and  convert  the  edifice  into 
a barn,^with  stabling,  &c.  in  the  basement  story;  for 
there  ate  not  perhaps,  20  men  in  the  United  States 
who  have  the  ability  and  inclination  to  re.side  in  a 
mansion  which  must  be  supported  at  so  great  a cost, 
and  attended  with  so  great  a sacrifice  of  domestic 
comfort  to  insignificant  pageantry  and  shew.  Yet 
we  cannot  believe,  that  if  the  house  alluded  to^were 
used  as  a barn,  or  demolished  for  the  sake  of  its 
materials,  that  it  would  be  an  evidence  of  Vandalism, 
as  the  reviewers  speak  of  the  things  which  iiave 
happened  in  France — but  as  shewing  a return  to 
the  former  simplicity  of  our  country,  and  as  afford- 
ing an  useful  lesson  to  pride.  Palaces  and  poor 
houses — a few  men  of  great  wealth  and  milhons  in 
abject  poverty,  are  inevitable  appositions.  Many 
of  the  lordly  castles  and  splendid  edifices  that  were 
to  be  found  in  all  parts  of  France,  before  the  revolu- 
tion (as  was  observed  in  my  hearing  by  a gentle- 
man who  had  travelled  through  that  country  attvvo 
distant  periods)  have  disappeared  - but  so  also  have 
thousands  of  the  miserable  mudibuilt  cottages. — > 
The  materials  of  the  former  were  used  to  erect 
comfortable  farm  houses,  which  have  taken  the 
place  of  the  latter,  and  society  is  benefitted  by  the 
change.  But,  though  I regret  the  loss  of  the 
liuls,  I would  give  a subscription  of  fifty  dollars  a- 
piece,  if  the  particular  house  near  Baltimore  which 
I have  reference  to,  and  one  o two  others  that  might 
be  designated,  where  turned  into  hams,  stables  and 
pig-styes,  to  remain  for  ages  as  monuments  of  the 
folly  or  fraud  of  the  times  through  which  we  have 
just -past —wherein  the  support  of  the  widow  and 
the  orphan,  the  stores  laid  up  for  old  ag’e  by  honest 
industry,  and  the  sweat  and  blood  of  the  laboring 
poor,  have  been  sacrificed  to  the  Demon  of  Specu- 
lation, or  ruthlessly  seized  upon  by  a would-be- 
nobility — the  “rag  barons”  of  the  land. 

People  may  call  these  things  Vandalic  or  Gothic, 
if  they  please — but  I trust  that  the  pnnciple  on 
which  they  rest  will  be  cherished  while  one  friend 
of  man  remains  on  the  earth,  to  relieve  the  gloom 
of  despotism  or  enter  his  protest  against  liigh  hand- 
ed oppression  and  unblushing  fraud.  Certai  ]y,  I 
believe  in  a future  state  of  rewards  and  punish- 
ments;—but  it  is  grateful  to  my  heart,  to  witnes.s 
the  triumph  of  virtue  and  punishment  of  vice,  here 
—that  the  good  may  be  encouraged  and  the  wick- 
ed cliecked.  In  national  or  other  public  build- 
ings, I am  willing  to  allow  a great  latitude — extra- 
vagance may  sometimes  be  sanctioned  in  these,  to 
shew  the  state  and  progress  of  the  arts  and  to  pre- 
serve a correct  taste — to  please  the  eye  and  g’ratifV 
a just  pride:  yeti  would  not  have  such  halls  built 
as  that  which  is  now  occupied  by  tiie  house  of  rc-- 
presepdatives  of  the  United  States,  for  in  this  the 
eye  is  pleased  at  the  cost  of  mind.  It  is  mo.s't  beau- 
ful — most  magnificent:  but  dc.stitute  of  comfort  or 
convenience — unfitted  fin’  the  business  of  legis^la- 
Ition.  Not  one.  speaker  out  of  twenty,  perhaps, 
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can  make  himseif  heard  imderstanding-ly  by  all  the 
members,  even  it'  all  are  disposed  to  lend  him  their 
strictest  attention — ergOy  nineteen  out  of  twenty 
speak  to  a dozen  or  two  persons  nearestto  them — 

to  the  splendid  columns  and  mig-luy  dome,  for 

the  new'spapers.  I'sc  should  never  be  given  up  to 
shew;  yet  shew  may  be  useful  in  giving  apro]jer  di- 
rection to  mind,  on  pnbhc  national  concerns.  But 
edifices,  such  as  those  destroyed  in  f'rance,  and 
which!  wish  converted  into  barns  in  America,  built 
by  men  who  have  snatched  “from  the  mouth  of  la- 
bor the  bread  it  earned”  and  waded  through  blood  i 
to  gather  gold — or  given  themselves  up  to  shame- 
less speculation  and  deception,  can  serve  no  other 
purpose  than  to  inflame  the  honest  heart  and  pro- 
voke the  curses  of  every  honest  man — H"  suffered 
to  remain  in  abominable  splendor.  Let  them  pe- 
rish, or  be  appropriated  to  the  meanest,  butnotthe 
most  useless,  of  purposes.  Let  the  hog  have  a vval- 
lowing  jjhice  where  t’ne  more  filthy  biped  would  have 
revelled  on  his  unhallowed  gains — fanned  by  the 
groans  of  tlie  aged,  drunken  with  widow’s  tears  and 
gluttoning  on  the  flesh  of  meli! 

Hkvolutiou  in  8PAI5T.  The  late  radical  change 
in  the  government  of  Spain,  is  among  the  most  ex- 
traordinary things  of  these  extraordinary  times — 
this  age  of  revolutions.  The  famous  return  of  Na- 
poleon from  Elba,  is  its  only  parallel.  It  is  a great 
triumph  of  humanity— a pow^erful  evidence  of  the 
march  of  mind — a glorious  atchievement  of  man — 
an  exce  .lent  lesson  to  tyrants.  We  see  that  when 
principle  sides  with  power,  w^hen  truth  nerves  the 
arm  of  a people,  how  easily'the  most  cunningly  de- 
vised systems  of  despotism  may  be  dashed  to  pieces, 
though  supported  by  the  strongest  religious  and 
political  prejudices — the  terror,  of  death  here  and 
the  anathemas  of  “the  church”  for  the  hereafter. 
Glory  to  the  Giver  of  all  good  gifts,  for  this  emanci- 
pation of  Spain!— May  her  children  profit  by  it, 
and  render  their  country  the  land  of  virtue  and  in- 
telligence, instead  of  suffering  it  to  be  the  home 
of  civil  and  religious  ignorance  and  crime!  As  a ci- 
tizen of  the  world,  1 rejoice  at  the  progress  of 
knowdedg'e  every  where  and  any  where;  but  am  es- 
pecially glad  when  I behold  an  infringement  upon 
tliose  fabulous  rules  of  right  wliich  teach  men,  that 
other  men,  like  themselves,  are  invested  by  the 
common  Creator,  by  birth  or  circumstance,  with 
privileges  to  command  in  this,  and  even  to  regu- 
late the  affairs  of  the  world  of  spirits,  as  knaves 
assume  the  power  to  do,  wherever  royalty  and  a 
national  religion  exists. 

Napoleon  with  less  than  500  men,invaded  France, 
though  the  reigning  family  apparently  commanded 
a fourth  of  a million  of  highly  disciplined  and  well 
supplied  troops — but  the  mind  of  the  nation,  its 
moral  force,  was  with  him— its  power  rallied  round 
his  standard,  and  he  mounted  the  throne  without 
shedding  one  drop  of  blood:  so  also,  and  from  like 
causes,  men  even  unknown  to  fame  in  Spain,  with 
a force  in  arms  insignificant  when  compared  with 
the  force  of  the  nation,  the  influence  of  royalty  and 
the  extensive  power  of  the  priesthood,  by  forming 
a centre  point,  disjoined  and  destroyed  the  despo- 
tism of  this  benighted  land,  almost  without  striking 
a blow!  In  ueitlier  of  these  cases  have  we  an  evi- 
dence of  general  concert;  both  of  those  revolutions 
were  effected  by  the  majesty  of  public  opinion. 
France  seems  nearly  ready  again  to  exert  its 
Strength;  and  we  trust  that  England,  pinioned  as 
she  is  by  her  army  and  navy,  public  creditors  and 
“splendid  paupers,”  her  monarchy  and  church  es- 
tablishment, will  ane  day  bring  it  forth  to  chase 


i away  those  institutions  and  such  as  are  supported 
by  them,  which  fetter  the  freedom  of  the  will  and 
bind  down  the  persons  of  the  many  to  severest  ser- 
vitude, that  the  few  may  riot  in  dissipation  and 
luxury. 

We  have  many  items  of  intelligence  from  ‘>pain, 
but  much  is  yet  wanting  to  enable  us  to  give  a con- 
nected history  of  the  events  that  have  taken  place. 
Sufficient  is  it  at  this  time  to  say,  that  the  revoliL 
lion  appears  to  be  complete,  and  that  the  dungeorrs 
of  the  inquisition  have  given  up  their  living-dead, 
i Qidroga,  and  hisbrave  conipatriots,deserve  immor- 
tal honor  for  the  moderation  and  firmness  with 
which  they  have  effected  the  emancipation  of  their 
co^nt^y^  

Opu  Ixdiaxs.  We  publish  another  interesting 
paper  on  Indian  affairs — the  report  of  a committee 
of  the  senate,  concluding  with  a resolution  that  it 
is  inexpedient  to  abolish  the  present  system  of  In* 
dian  trade,  as  established  by  law.  We  rejoice  at 
this  manifestation  of  a disposition  to  preserve  the 
barrier  which  Jeffeksost  contrived,  with  a view  to 
their  progress  in  civilization  and  the  arts.  Profli- 
gate persons,  influenced  by  that  spirit  of  trade 
which  could  “enter  into  contract  with  the  enemy  of 
souls  to  supply  his  dominions  with  fuel,”  are  con. 
tinually  on  the  alert  to  break  down  the  restraints 
which  humanity  has  imposed,  to  ameliorate  the 
condition  of  the  sons  of  the  forest  and  afford  them 
a settled  habitation  and  home.  The  business  of 
agriculture  is  hostile  to  the  vieM’^s  of  these  men,  as 
is  every  thing  else  that  tends  to  the  comfortable 
subsistence  of  the  Indians. — They  would  have  them 
to  rely  on  the  chase,  to  obtain  skins,  and  keep  them 
in  the  most  abject  want  and  depravity,  to  compel 
them  to  dispose  of  their  spoils  at  reduced  prices—- 
especially  in  exchange  for  ardent  liquors,  which 
the  natives  are  unhappily  too  fond  of.  To  obtain 
one  more  pack  of  skins,  these  traders  would  wish 
that  the  Indians  should  forever  i-e main  savages  — 
and  they  would  sell  whiskey  to  them,  even  if  it 
were  demonstrated,  that  every  keg  introduced  was 
the  direct  cause  of  the  murder  of  a dozen  of  them. 
What  are  the  poor  Indians  to  these?  In  their  esti. 
mation,  the  original  possessors  of  the  soil  ought  to 
have  no  resting  place  upon  it,  except  as  hunters 
and  drunkards 

Several  of  the  tribes  have  made  considerable 
progress  in  civilization — they  no  longer  depend, 
upon  the  chase,  and  engage  in  it  rather  from  ha- 
bit, or  for  amusement,  than  as  affording  them  the 
means  of  subsistence.  They  have  corn,  cattle  and 
hogs  moreThan  sufficient  for  their  wants;  and,  at 
Waupakannetta  and  other  places,  are  furnislied 
with  mills,  through  the  exertions  of  benevolent 
individuals.  In  sundry  instances,  they  have  advanc- 
ed as  fast  towards  an  introduction  into  the  family 
of  the  republic,  as  could  have  been  expected, — and 
may  be  considered  as  in  that  state  of  society  in 
which  a few  simple  laws,.as  well  for  their  own  go- 
vernment  as  to  protect  them  from  the  wonton  vio- 
lence of  their  neighbors,  are  most  necessary  t» 
a people.  These  will  naturally  be  expended  as 
/ri'apertg  becomes  fixed,  and  physical  force  is  ren- 
dered subject  to  a moral  power.  Duly  authorized 
agents  only,  should  have  intercourse  with  them  in 
their  present  stage  of  improvement,  as  well  to  de- 
fend them  from  imposition  as  to  present  them  with 
proper  models,  and  practicall  1/  shew  them  the  bene- 
fits  of  civilization  and  religion.  Just  now,  they  may 
be  said  to  be  without  a?iy  government.  Such  as 
are  surrounded  by  or  in  the  vicinity  of  white  peo- 
ple, ' list  come  under  restraint — but  it  should  be 
voluntarily  and  gradually  introduced. 
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It  is  desired  by  those  who  have  thought  much  on 
the  condition  of  the  Indians,  and  who  are  best  ac- 
quainted with  their  wishes  and  wants,  and  we  be- 
lieve it  is  also  the  wish  of  the  president,  and  espe- 
cially of  the  secretary  of  war,  wiiose  benevolence 
towiirds  tJiis  people  is  honorable  to  his  character, 
that  a general  law  should  be  passed  by  congress, 
investing  the  executive  with  power  to  form  a sim- 
ple code  of  municipal  regulations,  which,  if  approv- 
ed of  by  the  Indians  themselves,  should  be  enforced, 
to  jn  otect  them  from  tliemselves  and  others — and 
advance  tliem  in  works  of  agriculture  and  the  arts, 
together  with  a knowledge  of  our  language  and 
that  which  is  derived  from  books: — indeed,  tliere 
are  now  a number  of  schools  among  them  that  are 
pretty  well  attended  by  their  children,  whose  de« 
portment  is  orderly  and  improvement  great.  There 
does  not  appear  to  be  any  rational  objection  to  this 
Scheme  of  humanity — no  possible  injury  can  grow 
mit  of  it  to  the  white  people,  and  it  must  be  bene- 
ficial to  the  Indians.  It  is  essential  to  their  happi- 
ness,— nay,  to  the  preservation  of  their  lives,  that 
we  should  interfere  in  their  behalf. 

We  trust  then,  that  some  humane  and  enlighten- 
ed member  of  congress  will  introduce  a bill  for  the 
purposes  stated.  It  is  believed,  that  if  it  was  care- 
iiillv  drawn  up,  on  the  information  of  experienced 
gentlemen,  that  it  would  easily  pass,  though  the 
session  is  nearly  at  a close-and  even  if  it  is  thought 
too  late  to  matime  a general  law  at  this  session  (au- 
thorising the  executive  to  devise  and  enforce  a 
simple  code  of  rules  for  the  government  of  the  In- 
dians, if  freely  accepted  by  them) — this  at  least 
might  be  done^ — a resolution  passed,  calling  upon 
the  secretary  at  war  to  report  at  the  next  session,  a 
system  of  regulations  such  as  his  knowledge  of  the 
condition  of  the  Indian  nations,  should  make  it  ap- 
pear to  him  would  be  advantageous  to  them  and  to 
us — and  to  preserve  us  fi-om  the  odium  ofposterity, 
by  h^ing  it  said,  that  we  made  no  considerable  ef- 
fort to  prevent  the  annihilation  of  the  original  pos- 
sessors of  our  country,  but  suflered  them  to  ber- 
come  a prey  to  our  own  civilized  vices  and  Crimes. 

We  shall  not  neglect  this  subject--’- for  we  are 
deeply  interested  in  the  incorporation  of  this  peo- 
ple into  our  fiwn  Improved  society,  and,  if  disposed 
to  boast  of  our  blood,  would  rather  imitate  the  fol- 
ly of  Mr.  Ttandolph,  claiming  descent  from  Poca- 
liuntas,  then  trace  outline  through  a Welch  family 
a few  years  oWer  than  the  creation  of  the  world! — 
compared  with  which  the  most^fillustrioUs”  are  but 
as  of  yesterday! 


Napoleon  Bonaparte. 

The  following,  from  a London  paper  of  the  ^8th 
December,  shews  that  the  British  continue  to  com- 
pliment Napoleon,  as  being  the  greatest  man  that 
has  lived  in  modern  Europe; 

**St.  Helena.  A letter  frorn  a naval  officer  on  the 
St.  Helena  station,  dated  the  2d  September,  States, 
that  at  that  time  the  island  was  perfectly  healthy. 
The  writer  says  that  Bonaparte,  who  was  in  good 
health,  sometimes  rides  out;  but  seems  extremely 
desirous  to  Shun  observation,  as,,  upon  the  sight  of 
any  one,  he  instantly  returns  home.  Madame  Mon- 
tholon  had  quitted  the  island,  and  it  was  thought 
Bonaparte  Would  ultimately  be  left  alone.  The  fc- 
strictions  are  unrelaxed,  and  escape  is  considered 
impossible;  every  avenue  being  guarded,  the 
heightsTcro  wned  with  guns,  and  nu  mbefs  of  boats  are 
patroling  the  whole  extent  of  the  lee  side  of  the  is- 
land all  night.  One  ship  eVuises  to  windward,  tc 
b.oard  a!I  vessels  approaching  tn?  island,  and  ano- 


ther to  leeward  to  pick  up  any  boats  that  might  ven- 
ture to  leave  the  islands  'fhe  Tees  frigate  was  sta- 
tioned off  Lemon  Valley,  about  a mile  and  a 
half  from  Janies  town,  to  watch  that  pass,  and  to 
overhaul  all  the  fisliing  boats,  which  were  not  per- 
mitted to  go  out  without  being  first  examined.  No 
vessel  was  allowed  to  anchor  after  sunset  or  before 
sunrise.  No  persons  can  land  without  the  govern- 
or’s permission;  which  being  obtained,  they  are  re- 
quired to  sign  their  names,  with  their  ranks,  &c. 
in  a reg'ister  kept  for  that  purpose.  All  piitkages 
must  be  delivered  to  an  officer  appointed  to  re- 
ceiv'e  them,  and  no  letters  sent  but  through  the 
medium  of  the  post-office.” 

Besides  the  vessels  mentioned,  a 74  gun  ship  is 
always  lying  off  St,  Helena,  and  other  slops  are 
cruising  in  the  adjoimng  seas,  at  the  expense  of 
more  than  500,0001.  sterling,  or  2,220,000  dollars 
per  annum,  to  keep  a solitary  individual  imprison- 
ed on  a rook,  in  the  midst  of  the  ocean!  What  a 
compliment  to  his  genius,  nay,  also  to  Uis  virivea/ 
What  could  he  do  of  himself?  But  it  is  known 
that  he  is  the  beloved  of  France - the  people 
point  to  his  canals  and  roads  and  other  public 
works— his  establishment  of  schools,  and  the  foun- 
dations on  which  he  raised  the  domestic  industry 
to  its  exceed! i\g  productiveness — they  are  alssi  still 
governed  by  his  code  of  laws,  the  bestth  t French- 
men ever  knew;  and,  feeling  the  benefit  of  all  these, 
millions  of  secret  petitions  are  every  day  olFered 
up  for  his  return  to  his  country.  A recollection  of 
the  waste  of  his  wars  is  swallowed  up  in  t!ie  renown 
of  the  nation,  and  private  griefs  are  bealeh— but  his 
peaceful  labors  remain;  and  every  w!\ere  in  France 
tliere  is  some  great  thing  concerning  which  the  peo- 
ple may  proudly  say,  ‘ffiehold  the  work  of  Napo- 
leon,” as  they  say  at  Triesteot'  what  he  did  for  that 
city. 

The  following  is  given  as  the  price  of  provisions 
«t  St.  Helena— turkies,  30s,  each;  geese,  40s.  fowls, 
18s.  per  coujile,  and  those  very  bad;  potatoes,  Ifis, 
per.  bushel;  butter  5s.  per  lb.  cheese,  3s. 

We  have  the  proceedings  of  a court  martial  held 
on  board  the  Conqueror,  by  command  of  admiral 
Plampin,  for  the  trial  of  Mr.  Stokoe,  a surgeon  in 
the  navy,  who  had  been  appointed  to  visit  ‘‘general 
Bonaparte”  for  the  purpose  of  affording*  medical 
assistance.  Mr.  Stokoe’s  whole  sin  appears  to 


tleman  to  the  prisoner,  without  compromitting  his 
allegiance  to  his  sovereign.  He  had  been  dismissed 
from  the  service;  but,  as  if  ashamed  of  the  affected 
necessity  of  converting  a physician  into  a pimp  ami 
spy,  the  government  has  allowed  him  half  pay  for 
life. 


Indian  Affairs. 

Tn  senate  o f the  U.  States^  JJpnl  5,  1820. 

Mr,  Leake,  from  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs, 
who  wei*e  instructed  t-»  enquire  into  the  expedi- 
ency of  providing  for  the  alKilition  of  the  system 
of  Indian  trade,  established  by  a lavv  of  the  2d  of 
March,  1811,  which  has  been  continued  in  force 
until  the  3d  of  March,  182?,  and  for  the  disposi- 
tion of  the  goods  and  property  of  the  United 
States;  and  for  tlie  payment  of  the  proceeds 
thereof,  and  of  the  funds  veafed  in  this  trade,  into 
the  treasury,  made  tlie  following*  report:  — 

^ hat,  from  the  year  1775  to  August,  1786,  our 
Indian  relations  wx;re  rcguiatgjd  by  tlie  agencies  of 
CGiiuEissienciyj  wh®  aiidod*  the- direction 
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of  the  congress,  sucii  arrangements  as  were,  trom 
time  to  time,  deemed  best  by  that  body  to  be  adopt- 
ed;  and  pursued  such  a coarse  of  policy  as  was  j 
thought  best  raloulatcd  to  promote  tlie  peac  of  the  | 
frontiers,  and  the  welfare  of  the  Indians.  1’he  In-  | 
dians,  under  the  first  system,  were  divided  into  j 
three  departments;  tlie  northern,  middle  and  south-  i 
ern.  Five  commissioners  were  appointed  for  the  I 
southern  departmeat,  and  two  for  the  middle  and  ^ 
northern.  j 

Among  the  first  arrangements  which  your  com-  ; 
mittee  find  to  have  been  adopted,  were  those  which  ^ 
eti/braced  a system  of  trade  with  the  Indians,  and  I 
the  privilege  of  prosecuting'  it  was  confined  to  j 
those  who  should  first  provide  for  a license  from  | 
one  or  more  of  the  commissioners  of  each  respec-  \ 
tive  department;  and  no  person  was  permitted  to 
trade,  ea’ce/r  at  such  posts  or  j[>/aces  as  the  commis- 
sioners for  each  department  sliould  respectively  ap- 
point. On  the  29th  of  April,  1776,  it  was  resolved 
by  the  cong'ress,  that  no  traders  ought  to  go  into 
the  Indian  country,  without  license  from  the  agent 
in  the  department,  and  that  care  be  taken  by  him 
to  prevent  exorbitant  prices  for  goods  being  ex- 
acted from  the  Indians.  Measures  were  adopt- 
ed, also,  in  the  same  year,  though  on  a limited 
scale,  for  the  introduction,  amongst  some  of  the 
tribes,  of  civilization  and  Christianity;  and  the  act 
of  those  earlier  times  are  characterized  with  kind- 
ness, and  a solicitude  for  the  welfare  ofthe  Indians. 

On  the  7th  of  August,  1786,  the  congress  passed 
an  ordinance  for  the  regulation  of  Indian  affairs, 
wlien  the  Indian  department  was  divided  into  two 
districts;  the  northern  and  S(;uthern.  To  each  of 
which  was  attached  a superintendent.  It  was  made 
the  duty  of  these  two  superintendents,  to  attend  to 
the  execution  of  such  regulations  as  the  congress 
should,  from  time  to  time,  adopt;  to  correspond 
Avith  each  other,  and  with  the  secretary  of  war,  in 
all  matters  relating  to  these  trusts. 

Under  this  ordination,  none  but  citizens  of  the 
United  States  were  suffered  to  reside  among  the 
Indian  nations,  or  were  allowed  to  trade  with  any 
nation  oflndians  within  the  territory  ofthe  United 
States.  No  person,  citizen  or  other,  under  the  pe- 
nalty of  500dollars,  was  permitted  to  reside  among, 
or  trade  with,  any  Indian  orlndian  nation,  within  the 
territory  ofthe  United  States,  without  a license  for 
^!at  purpose  first  obtained  from  the  superintendent 
of  the  district,  or  one  of  his  deputies.  No  person 
could  entitle  himself  to  a license  who  should  not 
first  produce  a certificate  from  the  supreme  execu- 
tive of  one  ofthe  states,  under  the  seal  of  he  state, 
certifying  to  the  applicant’s  good  moral  character, 
and  that  he  was  suitably  qualified  and  provided  for 
the  employment  of  a trader,  for  which  license  he 
\fras  to  pay  to  the  superintendent,  for  the  use  ofthe 
Unite-d  States,  uO  dollars.  'I  he  term  of  license  was 
not  to  exceed  one  year.  No  person  obtained  a li- 
cense under  this  ordinance  without  first  giving 
bond  in  three  thous  nd  dollars,  for  his  adherence 
to,  and  observance  of,  such  rules  and  regulations 
for  the  government  of  the  trade,  as  the  congress 
miglit,  from  time  to  time,  adopt. 

It  would  appear  that,  notwithstanding  all  this 
precaution  tlie  systems  were  not  suited  to  the  hu 
rnane  designs  of  tlie  government  I'he  plan  of  holtl- 
irg  intercourse  with  the  Indian  tribes,  by  the  agen- 
cy of  private  traders,  notwithstanding  the  regula- 
tions with  wliich  it  was  attempted  to  control  them, 
was  unsuited  to  the  promotion  of  those  relations, 
wliich  it  was,  and  is  yet,  so  desirable  to  sustain  with 
the  aborigines  of  our  r.ouniry;  a people,  over  whose 
welfare  tlie  governiixejit  should  feel  itself  particu- 


larly bound  to  exercise  the  most  liberal  and  parent 
like  agency.  Hence,  in  1796,  an  act  was  puss,  d, 
under  which  the  existing  s}stem  of  tiie  t n.ted 
States’  trade  and  intercourse  was  organized,  and 
an  appropriation  of  one  hundred  and  fitly  thousand 
dollars  was  made  to  carry  it  into  effect.  This  sys- 
tern  provides  for  the  supplying  the  Indians  with 
all  necessary  and  useful  articles,  at  such  rates  as 
shall  pr  serve  the  capital  from  diminution,  'i'his 
act  also  provides  an  additional  sum  of  eight  thou- 
sand d liars,  annually,  far  the  payment  of  agents 
and  clerks,  denominated  factors,  and  assistant  fac- 
tors, See.  In  1806,  a superintendent  oflndian  trade, 
was  authori.^ed  to  be  appointed,  and  the  capital  in- 
creased to  ^260,000,  and  the  sum  of  §13,000  was 
annually  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the  su- 
perintendent, factors,  &c.  In  the  year  1811,  the 
capital  was  increased  to  §300,000,  and  §19,250 
was  annually  appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the 
superintendent,  factors,  Stc. 

From  a report  made  by  the  superintendent  ofln- 
dian trade,  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs,  in 
the  house  of  representatb  es,  on  the  7tb  of  January 
last,  it  appears,  that,  of  the  §300,000  appropriated 
in  the  year  1811,  not  more  than  290,000  have  b.*e-n 
drawn  from  ihe  treasury,  from  which  it  is  proper 
to  deduct  10,000  on  account  of  debts  contracted  by 
the  Indians,  in  their  intercourse  with  the  factory 
then  at  fort  Wilkinson;  and  which  was  securea  to 
the  United  States  by  the  treaty  of  fort  Wilkinson, 
but  has  not  as  yet  been  paid  over  to  the  office  of 
superintendent;  also,  §4.3,369  61  for  projierty  des- 
troyed by  the  enemy  during  the  late  war.  I his 
would  reduce  the  capital  actually  e i ployed  in  the 
Indian  trade,  to  256,360  39;  the  gain  appears  to  be 
the  difference  between  this  amount  and  308,855  45, 
which  is  72,225  6. 

The  several  acts  now  in  force  require  that  the 
factors  and  assistant  factors  shall  engage  in  their 
duties  upon  fixed  salaries,  and  be  debarred  from 
the  prosecution  of  any  trade,  directly  or  indirect- 
ly, except  on  (he  public  account,  under  bond  and 
security,  and  an  oath  of  office.  They  also  require 
that  semi-annual  returns  be  made  of  all  the  trans- 
actions of  each  factory  respectively,  to  the  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury,  and  duplicate  accounts  to  be 
rendered  quarter  yearly,  one  copy  to  be  sent  to  the 
superintendent  oflndian  trade. 

It  appear.s,  therefore,  that  this  system  is  as  little 
liable  to  abuse,  as  any  system  could  be,  which  is 
conducted  by  public  agents,  and  carried  on  upon 
the  public  account;  and  notwithstanding  the  losses 
occasioned  by  the  enemy,  in  the  late  war,  and  the 
great  embarrassment  under  which  this  trade  has 
labored,  occasioned  by  the  opposing  influence  of 
a great  many  unprincipled  private  trade  rs,.  it  has 
still  sustained  itself;  unless  it  be  proper  to  tax  the 
trade  with  the  annual  disbursements,  made  out  of 
the  specific  annual  appropriations  for  the  pay  of 
the  superintendent  and  agents  attached  to  the  fac- 
tory system.  Your  committee  do  not  conceive  it 
was  intended  to  be  so,  for  whether  the  factory  sys- 
tem be  abolishe<l,  or  not,  agents  must  still  be  em- 
ployed, and  paid,  in  order  to  keep  up  a triendly 
intercourse  with  the  Indians,  audio  carry  into  ef- 
fect that  policy  which  the  United  States  have  so 
long  since  adopted  for  the  benevolent  purpose  of 
civilizing  the  Indians,  and  relieving  their  wants, 
and  rendering  their  condition  more  comfortable, 
by  directing  iheir  attention  to  agriculture  and  do- 
mestic manufactures. 

Notwithstanding  the  situation  of  the  Indians  upou 
our  borders,  has  bee  n greatly  ameliorated  by  the 
present  system,  yet,  owing  to  the  imperfection  of 
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the  mode  of  granting  licenses  to  private  traders, 
the  beneficial  effects  of  the  system  liave  no»  been 
so  extensive  as  th-.y  might  have  been,  had  the 
mode  of  granting  those  licenses  been  better  regu 
lated;  with  a view  to  this  end,  your  committee  pre- 
pared and  presented  a bill  for  the  better  regula- 
tion of  the  private  intercourse  with  the  Indians; 
which  bill  has  passed  the  senate,  and  is  now  be- 
fore tile  house  of  representatives.  Should  this  bill 
eventuidly  b come  a law,  it  is  believed  that  the 
trade  with  the  Indians  will  be  placed  on  a footing 
belter  calculated  to  promote  the  benevolent  inten- 
tions of  the  government  towards  the  Indians,  than 
any  other  s}  stem  W'hich  is  likely  to  be  effected; 
in.tsmuch,  as  it  will  be  in  the  power  of  the  presi- 
dent of  the  United  States  to  confine  the  licenses 
to  those  only  who  can  procure  recommendations 
from  sources  entitled  to  the  highest  credit,  of  their 
good  moral  conduct,  of  their  suitable  qualifications, 
and  of  their  ability  to  carry  on  a trade  calculated 
to  supply  the  wants  of  the  Indians,  and  render  their 
situation  more  comfortable.  And  the  power  to 
revoke  the  I cense  of  such  traders  as  shall  not  con- 
form to  the  regulations  prescribed  by  the  president, 
gives  to  the  government  such  an  entire  control 
over  the  trade  carried  on  by  private  traders,  as  to 
make  it  subservient  to  the  view's  of  the  government, 
in  promoting  harmony  and  tranquility  among  the 
the  Indians,  and  gradually  improving'  them  in  the 
arts  of  civilization,  and  at  the  same-lime  preventing 
collissions  between  the  traders  themselves,  as  well 
as  between  them  and  the  factories  of  the  United 
States:  and,  above  all,  to  prevent  the  inti’oduction 
of  ardent  spirits  among  the  Indians. 

I'he  evils  resulting  from  selling  or  giving  whis- 
key  to  the  Indians  are  incalculable;  a reference  to 
ilie  documents  contained  in  a report  which  your 
committee  recently  made  to  the  senate,  on  the 
subject  of  Indian  affairs,  furnishes  abundant  evi- 
dence of  this  lamentable  fact. 

Adopting  the  experience  of  the  past,  relying  on 
the  bent  ficial  effects  which,  it  is  belie\er\  w'ill 
arise  from  the  contemplated  law,  just, alluded  to, 
and  judging  from  the  nature  of  the  factory  system, 
your  committee  are  of  opinion,  that  it  ought  not 
now  to  be  abandoned.  It  was  commenced,  and 
has  been  continued,  from  motives  both  of  prudence 
and  humanity,  and,  though  it  may  not  have  fully, 
realized  the  expectations  of  its  friends,  it  has,  no 
doubt,  produced  beneficial  effects.  If  wars  have 
not  been  entirely  prevented*  by  it,  they  probably, 
without  it,  would  liave  been  more  frequent,  and  if 
the  Indians  have  made  but  little  advances  in  civili- 
zation, they  probabl} , without  it  would  have  made 
less.  If  greater  effects  have  not  resulted  it  is  to  be 
attributed,  not  to  a want  of  dependence  on  the  part 
of  the  Indians  on  commercial  supplies,  but  to  de- 
fects in  our  system  of  intercourse  witli  them. 
Scarcely  any  attempts  have  been  made,  till  lately, 
to  exclude  foreigners,  and  the  granting  of  licenses 
has  not  been  subject  to  those  checks  which  are  ne- 
cessary to  give  to  it  the  most  salutary  effects. 

Your  committee,  therefore,  beg  leave  to  recom- 
mend the  following  resolution: 

Resolved,  That  it  is  inexpedient  to  abolish  the 
present  system  of  Indian  trade  as  it  is  now  estab- 
lished by  law. 


Emigration  to  the  U.  States. 

FROM  'rHK  JVATlO'fAI,  I NTR  LLlC  F.NCKR,  { 

The  letter,  of  which  the  following'  is  a copy,  ap- 
pears to  have  been  published  in  a German  transla- 
uon  at  Augsburg;  whence,  by  a re-translation,  it 


has  appeared  in  some  of  the  English  Gazettes,  and 
from  tliem  been  extracted  into  some  of  the  nt  \vspa- 
pers  in  tliis  country.  In  its  double  transformation  it 
iuis  suffered  variations  not  supposed  to  be  intemion- 
id, nor  perhaps  important,  but  whicli  rendertiie  pub- 
lication of  it  proper,  as  it  was  written.  it  has 
been  incorrectly  stated  to  be  an  answer  in  the 
name  of  the  American  government.  It  was  indeed 
written  by  tlie  secretary  of  state,  as  it  purports,  m 
answer  to  an  application  from  an  individual  and  re- 
.spectable  foreigner,  wJio  liad  previously  been  em- 
ployed by  the  baron  de  Gugern,  to  collect  informa- 
tion concerning  the  German  emigrants  to  the  Unit- 
ed States,  and  to  endeavor  to  obtain  encourage- 
ments and  favors  to  them  fiom  this  government. 
Upon  that  mission  he  had  been  parlicclarly  recom- 
mended to  Mr.  Adams,  to  wliom  a printed  copy  of 
his  report  to  the  baron  de  Gagern  had  afterwards 
been  transmitted.  'I'he re  are  several  allusions  to 
! the  report,  in  this  letter,  which  was  an  answtr  to 
one  from  Mr.  Fursienwaerther,  intimating  a dispo- 
sition to  become  himself  an  American  citizen;  but 
suggestingthat  he  haa  offers  of  advantageous  em- 
ployment in  his  native  count  y,  and  enquiring  whe- 
ther, in  the  event  of  his  settling  here,  he  could  ex- 
jiectany  officialsituation  in  the  department  of  state, 
or  any  other  under  the  government. 

Ukcahtmext  of  state, 
Washington,  4:th  June,  1819, 

Sir— T had  the  honor  of  receiving  youiTe'cter  of 
the  22d  Ajirii,  enclosing  one  from  vour  kinsaum 
the  baron  de  Gagern  and  a copy  of  your  printed 
report;  wliich  I hope  and  have  no  doubt  wiil  be  use- 
ful to  those  of  your  countiy  men  in  Germany,  wiio 
may  have  entertained  erroneous  ideas,  with  re- 
gard to  the  results  of  emigration  from  Europe  to 
this  country. 

It  was  explieitly  stated  to  } ou,  and  your  report 
has  taken  just  notice  of  the  statement,  tiiat  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States  has  never  adopted 
any  measure  to  encourage  or  invite  emigrants  from 
any  part  of  Europe.  It  has  never  held  out  any  incite- 
ments to  induce  the  subjects  of  any  other  sove- 
reign to  abandon  their  own  country,  to  become  in- 
habitants of  this.  From  motives  of  humanity  it  has 
occasionally  furnished  facilities  to  emi-grants  who, 
having  arrived  here  witli  views  of  forming  settle- 
ments, have  specially  needed  such  assistance  to  car- 
ry them  into  effect.  Neither  the  general  govern- 
ment ofthe  iinion,nor  those  of  the  individual  states, 
are  ignorant  or  unobservant  or  the  additional 
strength  and  wealth,  which  accrues  to  die  nation,  by 
the  accession  of  a mass  of  healthy,  industrious,  and 
frugal  laborers,  nor  are  they  in  any  manner  insen- 
sible to  the  great  benefits  which  this  country  has 
derived,  and  continues  to  derive,  from  the  influx  of 
such  adoptive  children  from  Germany.  But  tiiere 
is  one  principle  which  pervades  ail  the  institutions 
ofthis  country,  and  which  must  always  /operate  as 
an  obstacle  to  tlie  granting  of  favors" to  new  com- 
ers. This  is  a land,  ni  t of  privileges,  hnt  equal 
rights.~V\'W\\eg;c'6  are  granted  by  European  sove- 
reigns to  particular  classes  of  individuals,  for  pur- 
poses of  general  policy;  but  the  general  impression 
here  is  that granted  to  one  denomination 
of  people,  can  very  seldom  be  discriminated  from 
erosions  of  the  rights  of  otliers.  Emigrants  from 
Germany,  therefore,  or  from  elsewhere,  coming 
here,  are  not  to  expect  favors  from  the  govern- 
ments. 'Phey  are  to  expect,  if  they  choose  to  be- 
come citizens,  equal  rights  with  tliose  of  the  na- 
tives (-f  the  counlrv.  'Fliey  are  to  expect,  if  affluent, 
to  possess  tlie  means  of  making  tlieir  property  pro- 
ductive, with  mocieraliun,  and  with  safety — ifiiidi- 
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gent,  but  industrious,  lionest,  and  frugal,  the  means 
of'obtaimiig  ciisy  and  comfortable  subsistence  for 
themselves  and  Iheh’  families.  I'hey  come  to  a life 
of  independence,  buLt^o  a life  of  labor — and,  if  they 
cannot  accominodat*  themselves  to  the  character, 
moral,  political,  and  physical,  of  tliis  country,  with 
all  its  compensating  balances  of  good  and  evil,  the 
Atianlic  IS  always  open  to  them  to  return  to  the 
land  of  their  nativity  and  their  fathers.  To  one 
thing  tiiey  must  make  up  their  minds,  or,  they  will 
be  (iisajipointed  in  every  expectation  of  happiness 
as  Americans.  They  must  cast  off  the  European 
skin,  never  to  resume  it.  'I’hey  must  look  forward 
to  tiieir  posterity  rather  tlian  backward  to  their  an» 
cestors;  they  must  be  sure  that  whatever  their 
own  feelings  raay  be,  those  of  their  cliiidren  will 
cling  to  the  prejudices  of  this  country,  and  will 
partake  of  that  proud  spirit,  not  unmingled  with 
disdain,  which  you  have  observed  is  remarkable  in 
the  genoral  character  of  this  people,  and  as  per- 
haps belonging  peculiarly  to  those  of  German  de- 
scent, born  in  this  country.  That  feeling  of  supe- 
riority uver  other  nations  which  you  have  noticed, 
and  which  has  been  so  offensive  to  other  strangers, 
who  have  visited  these  shores,  arises  from  the  con- 
sciousness of  every  individual  that,  as  a member  of 
society,  no  man  in  the  country  is  above  him;  and, 
exulting  in  this  sentiment,  he  looks  dpwn  upon 
those  nations  where  the  tnass  of  the  people  feel 
themselves  the  inferiors  of  privileged  classes,  and 
where  men  are  high  or  low,  according  to  the  ac- 
cidents of  their  birth.  But  hence  it  is  that  no  go^ 
vernment  in  the  world  possesses  so  few  means  of 
bestowing  favors,  as  the  governments  of  the  Unit- 
ed Slates,  Vhe  governments  are  the  servants  of 
the  people,  and  are  so  considered  by  the  people, 
who  place  and  displace  them  at  their  pleasure. 
They  are  chosen  to  manage  for  short  periods  the 
common  concerns,  and  when  they  cease  to  give  sa- 
tisfaction, they  cease  to  be  employed.  If  the  pow- 
ers however  of  the  government  to  do  good  are  re- 
stricted, those  of  doing  harm  are  still  more  limited. 
I'lie  dependence,  in  affairs  of  government,  is  the 
reverse  of  the  practice  in  Europe,  instead  of  the 
people  depending  upon  their  rulers,  the  rulers,  as 
such,  are  always  dependent  upon  the  good  will  of 
the  people. 

We  understand  perfectly,  that  of  the  multitude 
of  foriegners  who  yearly  flock  to  our  shores,  to 
take  up  here  their  abode,  none  come  from  affec- 
tion or  regard  to  a land  to  wliicli  they  are  total 
strangers,  and  with  the  very  language  of  which 
tliose'  of  them  who  are  Germans  are  generally  un- 
acquainted. We  know  that  they  come  with  views, 
not  to  our  benefit  but  to  their  own — not  to  pro- 
mote our  welfare.,  but  to  better  their  own  condi- 
tion. We  expect  therefore  very  few,  if  any,  trans- 
planted countrymen  from  classes  of  people  who  en- 
joy happiness,  ease,  or  even  comfort,  in  their  na- 
tive climes.  The  happy  and  contented  remain  at 
liome,  and  it  requires  an  impulse,  at  least  as  keen 
as  that  of  urgent  want,  to  drive  a man  from  the 
soil  of  his  nativity  and  the  land  of  his  fathers’  se- 
pulchres. Of  the  very  few  emigrants  of  more  for- 
tunate classes,  who  ever  make  the  attempt  of  set- 
tling in  thiscounivy,  a principal  proportion  sicken 
at  the  strangeness  of  our  manners,  and  after  a re- 
sidence, more  or  less  protracted,  return  to  the 
countries  whence  they  came.  There  are,  doubtless, 
exceptions,  and  among  the  most  opulent  and  the 
most  distinguished  of  our  citizens,  we  are  happy 
to  number  individuals  who  might  have  enjoyed  or 
•acquired  wealth  and  consideration,  without  resort- 
ing to  anew  country  and  another  hemisphere.  We 


should  take  great  satisfaction  in  finding  you  includ- 
ed in.  this  number,  if  it  slioidd  suit  your  own  incli- 
nations, and  the  prospects  of  your  future  life,  upon 
your  calculations  of  your  own  interest.  I regret 
that  it  is  not  in  my  power  to  add  the  inducement 
which  you  miglit  perceive  in  the  situation  of  an  offi- 
cer under  the  government.  All  the  places  in  the 
department  to  which  I belong,  allowed  by  the  laws, 
are  filled,  nor  is  there  a pi’ospect  of  an  early  va- 
cancy in  any  of  them.  Whenever  such  vacancies 
occur,  the  applications  from  natives  of  the  coun- 
try to  fill  them,  are  far  more  numerous  than  the 
offices,  and  the  recommendations  in  behalf  of  the 
candidates  so  strong  and  so  earnest,  that  it  would 
seldom  be  possible,  if  it  would  ever  be  just,  to  give 
a preference  over  them  to  foreigners.  Although, 
therefore,  it  would  give  me  sincere  pleasure  to  con- 
sider you  as  one  of  our  future  and  permanent  fel- 
low citizens,  I should  not  do  either  an  act  of  kind- 
ness  or  of  justice  to  you,  in  dissuading  you  from  the 
offers  of  employment  and  of  honorable  services,  to 
which  you  are  called  in  your  native  country.  Witli 
the  sincerest  wish  that  you  may  find  them  equal 
and  superior  to  every  expectation  of  advantage 
that  you  have  formed,  or  can  indulge,  in  looking 
to  them, 

1 have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  your  very  obedient 
and  humble  servant, 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS, 
J\lr,  J^iorris  de  ^^ursiemvaenher,  Philudelphia. 


Foi^eign  Articles. 

GREAT  BRTTAI5T  AXD  IRELAXI). 

The  king  has  pretty  nearly  recovered  his  health, 
Mr.  has  been  liberated  in  consequence  of 

the  prorogation  of  parliament.  The  “conspirators” 
have  been  tried,  and  Thistlewood  and  6 or  7 others 
found  guiljty  of  high  treason:  But  many  persons 

doubt  whether  they  were  really  guilty  of  that  crime, 
though  perhaps  engagedin  some  unlawful  purpose. 
There  is  much  bustle  in  preparing  for  the  election 
of  a new  parliament,  and  the  contest  will  be  very 
warm  in  many  places.  The  counties  of  Galway, 
Mayo  and  Roscommon,  in  Ireland,  are  still  disturb- 
ed by  the  ribbon  men — there  have  been  some  bat- 
tlesbetween  them  and  the  troops — several  of  them 
have  been  taken  and  condemned  to  death,  and  20Q 
were  to  be  tried,  accused  of  sedition,  murder  and 
robbery. 

The  new  throne  ia  the  house  of  peers,  preparing 
for  the  opening  of  the  new  parliament,  will  be  un** 
commonly  splendid;  two  hundred  persons  are  now 
employed  in  executing  the  embroidery. 

“A  man  of  rank,”  a brother  of  a nobleman,  has 
been  arrested  for  forging  bills  to  the  amount  of 
1 8,000/.  Gambling  transactions  are  supposed  to 
hare  led  him  to  this  proceeding. 

The  Exeter  theatre  has  been  destroyed  by  fire- 
supposed  to  have  been  caused  by  the  wadding  of 
some  muskets  discharged,  which  lodged  among 
the  scenery. 

■A  London  paper  of  March  9,  says — T.etters  from 
Scotland  announce  that  serious  troubles  had  taken 
place  in  the  county  of  Ross,  on  account  of  the 
expulsion  of  some  farnjirsfrom  the  domains  of  Cole- 
rain.  I.etters  from  Edinburg  of  the  6th,  confirm 
this  news  and  add,  the  seditious  persons,  who  are 
about  a thousand  in  number,  had  been  joined  by 
the  disbanded  military,  and  have  been  divided  into 
four  parts,  who  act  in  concert  by  certain  signals  and 
by  the  sound  of  the  hunter’s  horn. 

The  Liverpool  Mercury  of  the  18th  of  Feb.  says 
“tlie  earl  of  Thanet  bred  a sheep,  which  wasslaugh- 
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tercd  at  Maidstone  about  a week  ag-o,  wlien  it 
wcig-hed  l3  s.one  1 lb.  and  after  being-  dressed 
and  the  bones  picked  clean,  they  only  weighed 
5 lbs.  1 cxz, 

FKAXCE, 

A letter  from  France,  dated  the  7th  of  Feb.  says 
*—“The  city  of  Renne  s,  with  a population  of 40,000, 
■‘Juisjust  refused  to  government  to  receive  the  sta- 
tue of  gen.  Maremi,  which  it  vvisiiedto  have  placed 
in  one  of  its  public  squares.  They  will  not  pardon 
his  having  fought  against  his  countrymen.  I’he 
Brittons  are  yeta  high  minded  people.’’ 

A very  seditious  spirit  appears  to  be  prevalent  at 
Marseilles.  The  public  authorities  were  exceed- 
ingly alarmed  by  placards  wdiich  were  stuck  up  at 
public  plactfs — 800  men,  besides  the  regular  pa- 
troles,  were  always  under  arms  passing  through 
the  city. 

The  chamber  of  peers  had  been  so  much  alarmed 
by  certain  indications  in  Paris,  as  to  demand  a mi- 
iTtary  guard,  and  by  a strange  fatality,  unwarned  by 
the  fate  of  the  Swiss  guards  in  1792,  a regiment  of 
Swiss  guards  were  assigned  for  th.  protection  of 
the  chamber  of  peers;  whether  the  comparison 
will  be  carried  throughout  is  yet  to  be  ascertained. 

The  professors  of  the  Atheneum  at  Puns,  deli- 
vered their  lectures  to  a very  numerous  and  bril- 
liant assembly,  on  the  3d  of  March.  Mr.  Vienna! 
deplored  in  five  verses  the  misfortunes  of  the  Par- 
goniotes.  'I’he  most  lively  applause  interrupted 
him,  while  he  depicted  the  hideous  policy  of  Eng- 
land, which  shackles  the  commerce  of  the  people, 
while  it  defends  that  of  the  negroes,  and  sells  a free 
city  to  pay  its  rotten  boroughs,  i he.  sublime  re- 
signation of  the  inhabitants  of  Parga,  their  respect 
for  the  remains  of  their  ancestors,  their  love  for 
the  soil  of  their  country,  in  fine,  their  departure,  and 
their  grief  are  nobly  related  by  M.  Vienna!.  These 
verses  have  merited  the  suffrag-es  which  they  have 
received. 

The  Paris  editor  adds — “We  seize  this  opportu- 
nity to  recal  to  the  friends  of  independence  and  of 
humanity,  that  a subscription  has  been  opened  in 
favor  of  the  Pargoniotes,  who  are  sufi'ering  in  the 
diffir  rent  countries  of  Europe.  Ft  will  be  glorious 
for  France  to  repair  the  injustice  of  the  English  go- 
vernment, and  to  restore  a country  to  the  inhabi- 
tants of  Parga. 

The  following  law'  has  passed  the  two  houses  of 
the  f'rench  legislature,  by  small  majorities — 
[Translated  for  the  Franklin  Gazette.] 

.\rt.  1.  Every  individual  who,  by  speeches,  wri- 
tings or  threats,  or  by  any  act  w'hatever,  shall  have 
jnade  himself  liable  to  be  charged*  (inculpated) 
with  an  attempt,  plot  or  proposition  of  a plot, 
against  the  king’s  life  or  person,  or  against  the 
life  or  person  of  the  members  of  the  royal  family, ; 
may  be  arrested  and  detained  on  the  notification  of 
a warrant  of  tlie  council  of  ministers,  signed  by 
three  nnnistersat  least,  and  of  wdiich  a copy  shall  j 
be  left  with  him. 

Art.  2.  Every  person  so  arrested  shall  be  imme- 
diately carried  to  the  house  of  arrest,  [gaol]  of  the 
tribunal  of  the  district  wliere  he  resides,  or  of  that 
where  the  facts  took  place,  which  gave  rise  to 
his  inculpation. 

The  gaolor  or  keeper  shall,  within  24  hours  after 
receiving  the  prisoner,  give  a copy  of  the  warrant 

*In  the  text  of  the  taw  as  proposed  by  the  king, 
the  w ord  made  use  of  was  prevenu  [charged  or  uc- ! 
cased],  The  house  of  deputies  substituted  to  it 
the  word  inculpated,  (incvlpe)  v/hicl\  is  not  less  am-  ] 
biguous  than  the  fenner.  j 


of  arrestation  to  the  king’s  attorney, who  on  Ins  part 
shall  be  bound  to  transmit  it  to  the  attorney  gene- 
ral of  the  royal  court,*  to  which  that  of  ins  dis- 
trict is  subordinate. 

-'  his  magistrate  (the  king’s  attorney)  shall  be 
bound,  within  a fortnight  after  receiving  that  war- 
rant, to  examine  by  himself,  or  one  of  his  deputies, 
the  party  under  arrest,  as  well  on  such  facts  as  may 
be  within  his  own  personal  knowledge,  as  on  the 
documents  which  the  minister  .shall  transmit  to 
him. 

lie  shall  commit  the  examination  to  writing  and 
shall  receive  from  the  party  examined,  all  m%mo- 
rials,  statements,  demands  or  requests  in  wn-iting, 
and  all  other  documents  that  he  may  ofteivf  and 
transmit  the  whole  within  twenty  four  hours  to  the 
minister  of  justice,  who  shall  report  them  to  the 
council  ef  ministers. 

Art.  3.  The  said  report,  as  well  as  the  decisio|| 
of  the  council  (of  ministers),  either  to  send  the 
party  accused  to  he  tried  by  the  competent  judge^s, 
or  to  set  iiim  at  liberty,  giving  him  a statenie«t  hi 
writing  of  the  causes  of  Ins  arrestation,  shall  take 
place  within  three  months  at  farthest,  after  the 
transmission  of  the  documents  to  the  minister  of 
justice  by  the  attorney  general  as  abovementioned. 

Art  4.  The  ministry  shall  be  bound  to  lay  be- 
fore the  two  houses  of  the  legislature,  at  their  next 
session,  a list  or  statement  of  all  the  persons  ar- 
restecl  by  their  order;  and  to  add  thereto  a report 
of  what  shall  have  been  done  in  execution  of  the 
present  law,  which  shall  cease,  pleue  jure,  to  be  in 
force  during  the  next  session. 

It  was  underslood,  say  the  editors  of  the  Gazette, 
that  the  law  for  establishing  licenses  of  newspa- 
pers and  peribdicsi]  journals,  and  that  for  altering 
the  mode  of  elections  to  the  legislature,  wmuld  like- 
wise pass  by  the  same  majority.  ' he  object  of  the 
last  law  is  to  make  the  legislature  of  France  a quin- 
quenial,  some  say  a septennial  parliament.  By  the 
charter,  the  house  of  deputies  is  removed  by  one 
fifth  every  year. 

the  periodical  paper  called  the  edited 

by  the  celebrated  writers  Benjamin  Constant  and 
M .Toney,  author  of  the  elegant  classical  works,  the 
Hermit  of  the  Chausee  d’Autin,  and  various  drama- 
tic pieces  of  highly  liberal  character,  and  some 
other  distinguisiied  literary  men,  the  editors,  take 
leave  of  the  public,  declaring  that  their  labors  can 
no  longer  be  of  service  to  their  country,  and  that 
they  must  commit  the  future  prosperity  of  France 
to  that  Providenee  which,  under  all  her  vicissitudes, 
had  raised  her  above  the  conspirations  of  external, 
and  the  perfidy  of  internal  enemies. 

A revolution  contra  to  the  Bourbons  was  expect- 
ed to  be  the  inevitable  result  of  these  transactions. 
The  British  government  was  believed  to  be  at  the 
bottom  of  these  events;  or,  in  other  words,  the  holy 
alliance  have  resolved  to  prostrate  the  fre  edom  of 
j the  press,  and  declared  that  while  the  press  was 
free,  thrones  must  be  insecure. 

Chamber  of  Defuttes.  Extract  from  the  debates 
— Palis,  March  14, 1820, 

Mr.  La  L'ayette.  “It  is  now  thirty  three  yearg 

*The  royal  courts  are  superior  courts  and  Lave  an 
attorney  general;  the  inferior  courts  have  only  a 
king’s  attorney. 

j-But  no  counsel  or  attorney  is  to  be  allowed  to 
him.  A motion  to  allow  him  counsel  was  made  in 
the  house  of  deputies  and  rejected.  A motion  to 
I permit  his  wife  or  nearest  friends  to  have  access  to 
I him,  even  on  condition  of  sliaiing-  his  confinement 
1 to  the  end,  met  with  thi;  same  fiite. 


iGO 
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eIl  c,  in  tiie  assembly  of  notables,  I first  called  I'or 
the  ah'olition  of  Lettres  de  Cachut-,  I vote  to-day 
against  tbe  re-establishinentofthem.” 

JMinis'er  of  foreign  affairs.  ^‘1  ask  for  arbitrary 
power;  it  is  for  a great  {inrjiose,  and  from  a striking 
necessily  that  it  is  asked.  To  call  for  the  suspen- 
sion of  liberty  is  a testimony  of  respect  for  that  li- 
berty. Tiie  prevailing  opinions  and  maxims,  are 
the  accomplices  of  the  assassin  Louvel/’ 

General  Foy  rushes  to  the  tribune.  “Do  you 
believe,  gentlemen,  that  if  France  had  not  been 
vinder  the  yoke  of  foreign  bayonets,  we,  French- 
men, could  have  endured  that  a haindful  of  misera- 
ble M i’etches,  whom  we  saw  prostrate  in  the  dust 
for  30  years” — (general  rising  on  tne  right — the  mi- 
nisterial quarter  of  the  chamber,)  * 

j\Ir.  Cor  day  exclaimed  to  the  orator,  “You  are  an 
insolent  fellow”  (movement  of  indignation  in  the 
assembly.) 

'i  he  president  called  the  member  to  order — Ge- 
neral Foy  contimied,  “Yes,  gentlemen,  this  party 
has  preva'lcd  only  by  means  of  a foreign  power. — 
Such  excesses  as  they  have  committed  could  only 
have  taken  place  with  the  aid  and  protection  of  fo- 
reign bayonets,” 

Mr.  Benjamin  addressing  the  ministers, 

“Gentlemen,  you  are  going  to  wrest  from  us  our 
P':i\sonal  liberty:  you  are  about  to  stifle  the  free- 
dom of  the  press:  you^re  about  to  exclude  from 
this  hall,  by  privileged  elections,  the  defenders  of 
the  people.  We  might  say  to  you,  what  some  cap- 
tives said  to  Tiberius:  ‘fhose  who  address  you,  ax’e 
on  the  point  of  death.  Let  us  speak  freely.’” 

Air.  Manuel.  “The  ministers  present  to  us  their 
present  law  of  imprisonment,  as  one  which  we 
ought  to  adojit  with  blind  confidence.  But  are  we 
to  give  our  confidence  to  ministers  belongingte  a 
party,  thirsting  for  veng’eance:  a faction  which 
they  themselves  have  denounced  heretofore  as  tlie 
enemies  of  liberty.”  (Deep  murmurs  to  the  right. 
Many  members  start  up  and  gesticulate  violently.) 
Air.  Casde-B/jac  rushed  to  the  tribune  and  ex- 
claimed furiously,  ‘ let  order  prevail.  Air.  Alanuel 
has  been  making  personal  attacks  upon  a great  part 
of  tins  assembly — Let  the  dignity  of  this  assembly 
be  maintained”  (Cries  continue  to  issue  from  the 
right.  The  tumult  is  at  its  height.  The  president 
('speaker)  rings  his  bell,  and  proclaiihs  that  Air. 
Alanuel  is  entitled  to  explain,) 

Air  Alanuel — “I  repeat  that  the  party  in  question 
wishes  that  which  is  contrary  to  liberty — (several 
voices  from  the  ri.ght)  we  are,  then,  enemies  to  li- 
berty—yes,  yes,  (from  the  left — confusion  and  tur 
mult  recommence)  Air.  Alanuel  proceeds — “I  re- 
tract nothing — I repeat  that  the  party  is  hostile  to 
liberty.”  (Bravoes  from  the  left,  indignant  cries 
from  the  right,)  Air.  Castle  Bajac  rushes  forward 
—the  president  requests  him  to  retire,  &c,  &c. 

Air.  Benjamin  Constant — “I  ask  whether  minis- 
tei  s will  have  the  right  of  keeping  those,  whom 
they  arrest,  in  secret  confinement.  I'his  question 
is  important,  because  the  citizen  may  emerge  from 
this  dreadful  state  entirely  deprived  of  his  reason. 
■^Ve  have  had  a signal  examjde  of  this.  A general, 
wlio  had  rendered  tlie  greatest  services  to  his 
country  knd  might  still  render  them,  left  his  prison 
insane?,  after  being  three  months  secretly  immured, 
and  is  still  in  that  condition.  Moreover,  will  minis- 
ters be  obliged  to  bring  to  trial,  at  the  end  of  three 
months,  those  wliom  they  will  luive  arrested.'’  The 
expectation  of  such  trial  would  diminish  the  num- 
ber of  arrests;  then  they  might  not  amount  to  more 
than  five,  six,  or  tea  thousand,”  (Murmurs  in  the 
centre.) 


AIr.de  C'om’ce/i'esfrom  his  place.  “They  went  as 
far  as  sixty  thousand  in  1816.” 

Air.  Demarcay.  “Let  the  ministers  see  to  what 
such  maxims  as  their’s  lead.  Cast  a g'lance  beyond 
the  Pyrenees:  madmen!  you  wish  to  bring  us  to 
that  condition  from  which  the  Spaniards  are  now 
endeavoring  to  extricate  themselves.  Your  inten- 
tions are  confessed;  your  counsels  would  be  those 
which  will  probably  oestroy  Ferdinand  VII.” 

Air.  Fuymourin.  “The  law  of  imprisonment  is  es- 
sential for  the  preservation  of  the  dynasty.  The 
plots  of  the  tenth  of  Augu.st  brought  about  the  sub- 
version of  the  throne  and  the  death  of  Louis  XVI. 
If  this  unfortunate  monarch  had  been  able  to  em- 
ploy a preventive  law,  our  annals  would  not  be 
stained  with  his  blood.  We  are  in  the  same  cir- 
' CLimstances  as  in  1792.  An  open  conspiracy  was 
then  carried  on  against  Louis  XVI;  as  at  present 
against  Louis  XVIII.  "I'here  is  a conspiracy  against 
ail  the  thrones  of  Europe,  and  it  is  at  Paris  that  its 
governing  committee  is  established.” 

General  Sabastiani.  “If  I believed,  gentlemen, 
that  arbitrary  government  would  preserve  the 
reigning  dyna.sty  from  real  dangers,  I would  not 
hesitate  to  vote  for  it.  But  I entertain  a very  dif- 
ferent opinion.  I have  resided  in  a countiy,  (Tur- 
key) where  arbitrary  rule  is  in  all  its  beauty — in  all 
its  plenitude.  I'liere  newspapers  do  not  pervert 
the  public  mind;  justice  is  summaiy;  the  march  of 
the  government  is  not  impeded  by  constitutional 
clogs;  and,  nevertheless,  I have  seen  in  the  course 
of  two  years,  eleven  ministers  perish  by  popular 
convulsion,  and  what  is  still  more  serious,  tivo  sove- 
reigns.” (Lively  sensation  in  the  assembly.) 

Air.  Courvoisier.  “We  are  told  by  ministers  of 
a conspiracy.  They  speak  of  a flagrant  conspiracy 
against  the  dynasty  ofthe  Bourbons.  Genilemen, 
if  such  a conspiracy  exists,  it  must  be  confined  to  a 
small  number  of  factious  desperadoes.  I do  not 
deny  that  the  fall  ofthe  last  government  has  left 
mach  unsatisfied  ambition,  and  that  some  persons 
clierish  guilty  hopes  of  its  re-establishment:  but 
these  hopes  are  not  those  of  the  nation.  The  fears 
that  are  suggested  are  altogether  chimerical.  How 
can  we  believe  that  this  nation  will  adopt  projects 
looking  to  the  return  of  Bonaparte  Do  you  be- 
lieve that  Frenchmen  have  forgotten,  that  under 
his  dominion  no  citizen  was  master  of  his  own  per- 
son, of  his  property,  or  of  his  children;  and  that  our 
blood  was  every  day  squandered  by  ambition.  What 
France  has  really  to  dread  is  the  return  of  1815.’* 
(cries  from  the  right  of  ah!  A member^  “We 
were  expecting  that.”  Another  member^  “France 
dreads  the  20th  of  March.” 

Air.  Caurvoisier  again.  “If  France  cbuld  dread 
an  other  20th  of  March,  it  would  be  because  it  is 
attempted  to  revive  the  causes  of  the  crisis.” 

The  Bourbons.  Without  reference  to  the  branches 
of  the  Bourbons  which  reign  in  Spain  and  the  Tioo 
Sicilies,  there  are  three  branches  of  them  in  France, 
viz:  that  of  the  reigningfamily — that  of  Orleans,  and 
that  oIl  Bourbon  Gonde/ and  of  these  branches  there 
are  now  living  t'le  following  heirs,  apparent  or  pre- 


sumptive, of  the  crown: 

1.  Louis  18th,  the  king  aged  65 

2.  Monsieur  the  king’s  brother  63 

3.  Duke  d’Angouleme,  brother  of  the 

murdered  duke  of  Berri  45 

4.  Duke  of  Orleans  47 

5.  Duke  de  Chartres  10 

6.  Duke  de  Namours  6 

7.  Prince  of  Conde  64 


The  duchess  of  Berri  is,  also,  in  a situation  which 
may  produce  another  heir  to  the  throne. 
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NETHEKLANUS. 

Hague,  Feb.  15.  At  the  present  sittin^g  of  the 
two  houses  of  the  states  general,  the  ministers  of 
tinance  declared  that  the  national  debt  of  the  king- 
dom amounted  to  (1,180,000,000)  one  thousand  one 
hundred  and  eighty  millions  ofguilders,  which  debt 
would  be  liquidated  by  regular  payments,  in  eighty 
four  years. 

GERMANT. 

It  is  expected  that  there  will  be  a great  emigra- 
tion from  Germany  to  the  United  States,  in  the 
present  year,  and  of  persons  in  easy  circumstances. 

Several  more  newspapers  have  been  suppressed 
“as  dangerous  to  the  peace  of  Germany'.” 

The  emperor  of  Austria  is  encouraging  several 
measures  to  do  away  the  distinction  which  oxist  be- 
tween the  Jews  and  the  rest  of  his  subjects. 

The  news  of  the  abolition  of  feudal  servitude  in 
the  states  of  the  grand  duke  of  Schwerin,  have 
caused  universal  joy  at  Frankfort,  and  even  in 
Prussia  and  Germany,  where  the  accounts  have 
reached. 

The  minister  of  war  of  the  kingdom  of  Wurtem- 
berg,  has  presented  to  the  chamber,  a project  of  a 
law  for  raising  4, SOU  conscripts,  out  of  the  class  of 
young  men  born  in  1799. 

There  is  still  a great  excitement  throughout 
Germany  about  supposed  conspiracies  among  the 
students  of  the  universities.  A number  of  letters, 
as  if  written  by  them,  and  found  when  their  papers 
were  seized,  have  been  published,  The  following 
are  specimens  of  them. 

“Truly”,  writes  one  of  these  scholars,  “we  let 
ourselves  be  treated  like  beasts  cf  burden,  and  the 
slaves  of  kings  push  us  into  the  track  of  obedience. 
But  what  can  young  men  like  us  do,  when  men  of 
mature  age  lose  courage.  The  world  seems  too 
weak  to  look  upon  the  celestial  image  of  liberty;  a 
small  number  of  men  exist  for  it  only;  but  the  grea- 
ter number  are  only  the  valets  of  princes;  and  of 
shameful  intrigues.  Generous  Germany,  where  is 
thy  Arminius.'*  Where  shall  we  find  a/ree  mu7i?  If 
we  had  even  mothers  who  were  truly  German,  they 
would  show  us  our  chains,  and  would  force  us  in 
arms  to  the  contest  for  our  liberty,  our  honor  and 
our  rights.” 

Another  says  in  a letter  to  a friend: — “You  write 
us  concerning  the  princes  and  the  open  hatred  that 
is  borne  to  them — I partake  your  opinion — the 
princes  and  lords  of  our  time  would  banish  the 
spirit  of  truth,  for  every  kind  of  liberty  is  hateful 
to  them.  Princes  and  truth  can  never  well  agree 
together,  as  we  see  sufficiently  from  the  intrigues 
of  their  valets.” 

By  private  accounts  just  received  in  Baltimore, 
we  learn  that  a dreadful  fire  has  raged  in  Ulsar,  in 
the  province  of  Gottingen,  in  the  Hanoverian  do- 
minions, in  which  between  six  and  seven  hun- 
dred houses  were  destroyed,  together  with  the 
celebrated  Old  Church,  of  that  place,  reported 
to  have  been  built  about  the  year  872.  So  gene- 
ral was  the  conflagration,  that  scarcely  a vestige  of 
that  ancient  place  remains.  The  old  court  or  state 
house  is  totally  destroyed,  which  was,  some  centu- 
ries since,  dilapidated  by  fire  and  rebuilt  in  the 
year  1400,  \ his  building,  in  comparison  with  many 
private  dwellings,  was  a specimen  of  modern  archi- 
tecture; and  the  destruction  of  this  town  may  be 
fairly  considered  a serious  loss  to  those  who  vene- 
rate antiquity,  and  who  associate  with  ruins  like 
these,  the  memory  of  better  and  less  degenerate 
days.  Fed.  Rep. 

Viemia,  Feb.  20.  The  deputies  of  the  society  of 
Gej’man  merchants  and  manufacturers  have  addres- 


sed a long  memorial  to  the  emperor  of  Austria,  to 
show  the  advantages  that  would  accrue  to  his  ma- 
jesty's dominions,  as  well  as  C»ermany  in  general, 
by  the  establishment  of  heavy  duties,  to  be  levied 
on  the  frontiers  upon  all  foreign  goods,  and  the  abo- 
, lition  of  toils,  &c.  in  the  interior  of  the  German 
confederation.  They  think  the  importation 
of  the  manufactures  of  France  and  England,  &c. 
might  be  wholly  prevented,  whereas  they  are  now 
smuggled  in  such  quantities  that  prohibitions  only 
injure  the  subjects  of  the  state;  for,  while  the  home 
manufacturers  derive  but  little  advantage  from 
them,  the  subjects  of  his  majesty  must  pay  the  pre- 
mium paid  for  smuggling,  it  being  notorious  that 
there  are,  on  all  the  frontiers,  insurance  companies 
against  loss  by  smuggling. 

PRUSSIA. 

An  article  in  the  Ghent  Journal,  describes  the 
king  of  Prussia  as  being  very  melancholy  and  almost 
incapable  of  transacting  business. 

ITALY. 

It  is  rumored  that  the  pope  is  alarmed  with  the 
progress  of  the  Jesuits.  A Paris  paper,  however^ 
doubts  the  truth  of  the  report. 

In  January  last,  a peasant  woman,  near  Rome,  at 
the  age  of  6*1  years  a!Kf  l4  days,  became  the  mother 
of  twins,  a boy  and  girl. 

JVaples,  .Tan.  22. — On  the  20th  inst.  sixty  five  do- 
miciled monks  re  entered  their  convent  in  this  city.. 
I'here  are  now  only  fourteen  convents  of  this  order 
in  our  kingdom. 

Rome,  Jan.  19.  The  unusual  phenomenon  of  a 
heavy  fall  of  snow  has  taken  place  here,  which  re- 
mained three  days  on  the  roofs  and  ir  /the  streets. 
The  courts  of  justice  and  the  schools,  according'  to 
the  established  practice,  in  the  like  cases,  were 
shut  up,  and  the  bells  of  the  capitol  were  not  rung. 

RUSSIA. 

It  is  reported  that  an  attempt  has  been  made  ou 
the  life  of  Alexander,  by  which  he  was  wounded  in 
the  arm  in  warding  off’  the  blow.  No  particulars 
given. 

A very  large  Russian  army  has  entered  Poland  in 
three  divisions,  which  are  to  be  formed  into  camps 
of  discipline  on  the  lower  Vistula  and  the  Gaihciuii 
frontier. 

At  supper  lately  given  by  the  emperor  of  Russia, 
silver  vases,  weighingsiz'  hundred  and  eighty  pounds, 
were  placed  on  the  table. 

From  Petersburg,  under  date  of  Jan.  19,  we  learn 
that  several  -wolves,  driven  in  by  hunger  and  colds 
had  penetrated  the  suburbs  of  the  city.  They  had 
destroyed  several  people  in  the  adjacent  villages. 

BARBARY  POWERS. 

The  prime  minister  of  the  jemperor  of  Morocco 
was  assassinated  in  Uecember  last.  He  appears  to 
have  been  a very  bad  man,  and  his  death  gave  ge- 
neral  satisfaction.  His  rapacity  and  tyranny  had 
caused  a formidable  rebellion,  which  was  not  quel- 
led at  the  date  of  our  last  accounts. 

STEW  HOLLAND. 

The  bank  of  Sydney,  New  South  "U^ales,  up  to 
July,  1819,  had  loaned  about  500,000  dollars — tlie 
payments  to  it  bad  been  punctually  made,  and  tht; 
semi-annual  dividend  was  12  per  cent. 

London  paper. 

WEST  INDIES. 

It  is  very  sickly  at  Havanna — strangers  common- 
ly  die  in  48  hours  after  being  affected. 

The  report  of  an  insurrection  oftlie  blacks  at  St. 
Jag'o  de  Cuba  is  contradicted.  The  troops  were 
sent  there  to  protect  the  place  against  Aury’s  pi  h 
vateersi 
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Emigration  to  Porto  llico,  a beautiful  island,  is 
etrongly  encouraged  by  the  local  authorities  there 

The  whole  of  the  city  of  Ponce,  in  Porto  Rico, 
except  one  church,  was  destroyed  by  fire,  on  the 
27th  of  February. 

Two  persons,  pretending  to  be  commissioned  by 
the  republic  of  New  Mexico,  have  been  hung  at 
>jassau,  N P.  aspirates. 

The  in  fernal  trade  1S76  slaves  were  landed  at 
Havana  from  the  Srd  to  the  Sth  of  April  last.  “It 
appears  from  the  most  accuras  t>  accounts,  that  there 
have  been  imported  from  Africa  to  the  Havana, 
from  the  year  1790  to  1815,  one  hundred  and  fifty- 
nine  tliousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty  one  slaves 
In  i816,  seventeen  thousand  seven  hiiitdred  and 
twenty  two,  and  in  1817,  twenty  five  thpusand  five 
hii 'dred  and  sixty.” 

Kin^stnn^Jam,  March  ]8.  « ’ he  United  States 

brig  of  war  Enterprze,  of  10  guns.  It.  Kearney, 
fro  a cniise  in  the  Gulf  of  Mexico,  anchored  at 
Port  Royal  yesterday.  She  gave  fort  Charles  a sa- 
lute of  l.i  gains,  which  was  returned  with  the  like 
number. 

SOTiTBt  AMEarCA. 

A “grand  expedition”  sailed  from  Margaritta,  on 
the  9th  of  March — 18  sail  of  vessels,  with  1500  of 
H’Evereus’s  legion  on  board,  supposed  to  be  in- 
tended  to  attack,  Laguira,  St.  Martba  or  Maraycabo. 
A strong  royal  squadron  appeared  off  Margaritta 
two  days  after  the  expedition  sailed* 

It  is  stated  that  600,000  dollars,  in  specie,  have 
reached  Angos*^ura  from  Ne^v  Granada.  There 
sire  many  reports  from  the  Maine,  bm  no  event  of 
is  mentioned  in  a way  to  be  relied  upon.  A 
decisive  b»itle  was  again  daily  expected. 

By  way  of  Jamaica,  we  have  late  news  over-land 
from  the  Pacific.  It  is  said,  that  in  January  last  the 
Macedonian  frigate  arrived  at  Panama  from  Lima, 
with  500,000  dollars,  on  account  of  Spanish  mer- 
chants—and  that  the  British  frigate  Andromache 
was  also  at  Calao,  taking*  in  specie  It  was  believed 
that  a ship,  with  300,000  dollars,  had  been  captured 
by  lord  Cochrane,  who  has  also  seized  a privateer  i 
tinder  Buenos  Ayrean  colors,  for  having  committed 
acts  of  pii’acy. 

By  the  arrival  of  the  Constellation  frigate  at 
Norfolk,  we  learn  that  Artigas  had  met  with  a se- 
vere defeat  from  the  Portuguese,  whose  territory 
liad  been  invaded  by  one  of  his  corps — that  the 
troops  of  Entre  Rios  and  Santa  Fee.  under  gen. 
Hamirez,  had  attacked  those  of  Buenos  Ayres^  under 
the  director,  and  defeated  them — and  occupied  a 
position  within  22  leagues  of  Buenos  Ayres. 

Several  of  the  provinces  had  formed  separate 
provincial  governments — with  a view  to  confedera- 
tion when  the  political  storm  was  over.  Pueyrre- 
don,  with  the  secretary  of  state,  Mr.  Fagle,  it  is  said, 
has  fled  to  the  Portuguese  at  Monte  Video,  carrying 
off  a million  of  dollars  in  doubloons.  'I’he  whole 
vice-royalty  was  siipposed  to  contain  2,000,000  of 
sou's — and  it  was  hoped  that  the  commotions  w ould 
tend  to  the  lasting  benefit  of  the  country. 

The  Carreras  are  reported  t6  be  placed  at  the 
head  of  the  government  of  Chili. 

“Vhe  political  affairs  of  the  province  of  Buenos 
Ayres  were  in  a confused  state. — The  government 
was,  in  fact,  dissolved.  An  effort  had  been  pre- 
viously made  by  the  congress  and  director  (ad  inte 
rim)  to  negocate  wi^h  gen.  Ram  rez,  and  had,  for 
that  purpose,  chosen  deputies;  but  lie  refused 
to  reco  uiize  tlie  authority  of  the  congress,  or  to 
treat  with  the  deputies,  declaring  however,  that  if 
the  people  would  appoint  a new  set  of  rulers,  free 
Oithe  influence  ofPueyrr«doii,he  v/as  ready  to  treat 


with  them.  Twelve  electors  had  been  appointed 
of  persons  of  great  probity  and  credit,  who  had  re- 
elected the  Cabiido,  and  had  ckosen  Den  Manuel  de 
J^arratea  governor  of  the  province,  and  negocuitions 
were  to  be  immediately  entered  into  with  Rnini^ 
rez.  Already  friendly  communications  bad  passed 
between  the  present  commander  of  the  Buenos  Ay- 
rean troops,  general  Estanislaus  Soler,  and  general 
Ramirez.  T he  constitution  will  be  revised,  and 
it  is  expected,  a federative  government  established, 
which  has  long  been  the  wish  of  the  other  pro- 
vinces; but  some  time  will  elapse  before  the  pcliti- 
c>  l commotions  in  that  part  of  .South  America  will 
be  settled,  or  the  people  become  qualified  to  ap- 
preciate the  blessings  of  rational  liberty. 

“It  would  appear  that  this  civil  war  has  been  ra- 
ther a personal  one  oH  Pueyrredom  he  co-operating 
with  the  Portuguese  to  anniliilate  Artigas,  who  is 
defending  the  country  against  the  unjust  encroach- 
ments of  the  Portuguese,  into  the  territory  called 
the  “Banda  Oriental,”  which,  for  many  years,  they 
have  been  desirous  of  possessing.” 

Artigas’  power  is  said  to  be  as  usual — the  Portu- 
guese were  in  quiet  possession  of  Monte  Vide® 
and  Maltonado.  San  Martin  was  desirous  of  re- 
tiring from  the  army,  but  leave  bad  been  refus- 
ed. Ramirez’s  army  is  composed  chiefly  of  those 
persons  who  are  called  Montinercs,  and  was  3000 
strong. 


CONGRESS. 

The  following  were  the  yeas  and  nays  in  the 
house  of  re|h’esentatives,  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill  to  change  the  mode  of  disposing  of  tke  public 
lands — on  the  20th  inst. 

YEAS— Messrs.  Abbott,  Aikms,  Alexander,  Allen,  of  Mass.  An- 
derson, Archer,  of  Md.  Baker,  Baldwin,  Barbour,  Bateman,  Bay- 
ly.  B-ecber,  Boden,  Brush,  BuBuoi,  Carapbeli,  Case,  Ciag^sett, 
Clark,  Cobo,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Culbreth,  Cushman,  Cuthbert  DaP> 
lingtou,  Davidson,  Deuitison,  Dr^witt  Oickinsem,  Dowse,  Earl,  Ed- 
dy, Eklwards,  of  Coil.  Edwards,  of  Penn.  Edwards,  of  N.  C.  Fay, 
Fisher,  Floyd,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest.  Fuller,  Fullerton,  Garn<-tt* 
Gross,  of  N.  Y.  Gross,  of  Penn.  Hall,  of  N.  Y.  Hall,  of  Del.  Hall, 
of  N-  C.  Hardin,  Hazard,  Hemphill,  Herriek,  Hibsbman,  Hiester, 
Hill,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hostetter,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Liitle,Liun,  Li- 
vermore, Lyman,  M’Coy,  M’Lane,  of  Del.  Mullory,  Marchaud, 
Mason,  Metch,  Meigs,  Mercer,  R.  Moore,  S.  Muore,  Monell,Moi^ 
ton,  Mos-"ky,  Murray,  Neale,  Nelsoiu  ot  Mass.  N<  wton,  Overstreet, 
Parker,  of  Mass.  Parker,  of  Va.  Patterson,  Pin  Ips,  Philsori,PiiM.k- 
ney,  Piiidall,  Pitcher,  Plmner,  Rankin,  Rejsd,  Rhea,  Rich,  Rich- 
ards, Richmond,  Robertson,  Rogiers,  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Saw- 
yer, Sergeaot,  Settle,  Shaw,  Silsbee,  Simkios,  Sloan,  Slocumb, 
Smitb,N.J.  Smith,  Md,  Smith,  N.  C.  B.  Smith, Va.  Southard, Storrs, 
Strong,  X.  Y.  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Taylor.  Tomlinson.  Tompkins, 
Tracy,  Tuckf  r,  ofS.  C.  Tyler,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace,  Wtndo- 
ver,  Williams  ofVa  Williams,  of  N.  C.  Wood— 133. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alien,  of  Teiin.  Ball.  Bloomfield,  Brown,  Bryan> 
Burwell,  Butler,  Lou.  Cannon,  Cook,  Crowell,  Ford,  Hackley, 
Kendricks,  Hill,  Johnson,  Jones,  of  Teiin.  M’Creai'y,  M‘L.“an, 
of  Ky.  Metcalf,  Stevens,  Trimble,  Tucker,  of  Va.  Walker— 23. 

Mr.  Ctavy  ( speaker, ) whose  vote  is  not  recoi'd- 
ed,)  twice  adtliessed  the  house  in  opposition  to 
the  bill,  whilst  it  was  before  a committee  of  the 
whole. 

IN  THE  SENATE. 

Apiil  20.  A number  of  bills  were  read  and  va- 
riously disposed  of. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
granting  certain  privileges  to  tbe  Ocean  steam  ship 
company  of  New  York,  and,  no  amendment  being 
offered  to  the  bill,  the  question  was  taken  on  order- 
ing it  to  a ttiird  reading,  and  decided  in  the  nega- 
tive— ayes,  11  noes  12. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

Tl’ie  senate  took  up,  in  committee  of  the  whole, 
Mr.  ICing,  of  Alabama,  in  the  chair,  the  bill  “to  au- 
thorise the  appointment  of  certain  commissioners 
to  lay  out  the  roads  and  canals  therein  mentioned,” 
which  v/as  reported  from  the  committee  on  roads 
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and  caivils  by  Mr  King,  of  New  York,  on  the  4th 
inst.  to  whicii  committee  had  been  referred  the 
ynemorials  on  the  subject,  from  the  leg-islatures  of 
Ohio,  Indiana,  Illinois,  &c. 

[ I'he  bill  pro\ides  for  the  survey  and  location 
of  a read,  to  continue  or  extend  the  “Cumberland 
road”  from  Wheeling,  on  the  Ohio,  to  a point  on 
the  left  bank  of  the  Mississippi,  and  to  appoint 
commissioners  to  have  surveys  made  of  the  most 
practicable  routes  for  canals  between  th»  Raritan 
and  the  Delaware,  and  the  latter  and  the  Chesa 
peake.] 

A motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely,  was 
negatived  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messis.  Barbour,  Brown,  Rurnll,  Eaton, 
Elliot,  Gaillard,  Johnson  of  Louisiana,  Kmg  of  >la 
baina,  Leake,  Macon,  Mellen,  Morril,  Otis,*Ralmer, 
Pleasants,  Smith,  Walker  of  Alabama,  Walker  of 
Georgia,  Williams  of  Teiin  —19 

NAYS — Messrs.  Dana,  Dickerson,  Edwards,  Hor- 
sey, Hunter,  Johnson  of  Kencucky,  King  of  New 
York,  Lamsnan,  Lowrie,  Noble,  Parrott,  Roberts, 
B iggles,  Sanford,  Stokes,  I’ayior,  d'homas,  Trimble, 
Van  D)-.ke,  Williams  of  Miss.  Wilson— 21. 

Awn'll  21.  The  president  communicated  the  re- 
port of  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  the  peti- 
tion of  John  M.  Chapron  and  others,  French  emi- 
grants, engaged  in  cultivating  the  vine  and  olive 
in  Alabama,  adverse  to  any  relaxation  of  the  act 
authorizing  the  grants  to  them. 

[The  lands  granted  in  Alabama  “for  the  encou- 
ragement of  the  cultivation  of  the  vine  and  olive” 
were  held,  jointly  responsible  for  the  payment  that 
waste  be  made  to  the  U.  S.  on  account  of  tliem, un- 
til the  whole  debt  was  settled.  The  object  of  the 
petitioners  was  to  relieve  themselves  of  this  general 
responsibility — and  to  have  the  act  changed  so  that 
each  person  might  obtain  a patent,  on  paying  for 
particular  lots  or  tracts.  We  have  oftentimes  heard  | 
that  this  grant  has  been  abused,  and  it  is  well  that 
A new  door  has  not  been  opened  to  further  specu- 
lation., Ed.  Rkg.] 

The  bill  respecting  the  Ocean  steam-boat  com- 
pany, was  re-eonsidered,  and  ordered  to  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading,  after  being  amended — 
ayes  20; 

The  bin  lo  establish  a uniform  mode  of  discipline, 
and  field  exercise  for  the  militia  of  the  U.  States, 
was  received  from  the  house  of  representatives; 
twice  read  and  referred. 

Tile  senate  next  took  up  the  bill  from  the  other 
house,  <‘in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  the  es- 
tablishment and  regulation  of  the  treasury,  war,  and 
navy  departments,”  respecting  transfers  of  appro- 
priations, and  carrying  surplusses  of  appropriations 
to  the  sinking  fund — ordered  to  be  read  a third 
time. 

A mpsage  was  received  from  the  president  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Daniel  Brent, 
of  the  department  of  state,  transmitting  from  the 
secretary  of  state,  copies  of  the  correspondence 
between  the  ministers  or  agents  of  tlie  U.  States, 
and  the  ministers  or  government  of  Sweden,  rela- 
tive to  the  seizures,  sequestration,  or  confiscation, 
of  the  ships  or  other  property  of  the  citizens  of  the 
XJ.  States,  under  the  authority  of  Sweden. 

Several  private  bills  were  passed  this  day,  and 
several  others  partially  acted  upon. 

April  74.  Mr.  Horsey,  from  the  committee,  re- 
ported a substitute  by  way  of  amendment  to  the 
bill  respecting  the  charters  of  the  banks  in  the  dis- 
trict of  Columbia — extending  the  charters  of  those 
thatnowpay  specie  until  the  1st  of  Jan.  1822.  Made 
the  order  for  W ednesday  n ext. 


The  following  resolutions,  submitted  by  Mr, 
JIfom7on  the  2ist  inst.  were  taken  up  lor  conside- 
ration. 

Jiesolved, Th-^t  the  practice  of  duelling  is  inhuma^ 
immoral  and  censurable. 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  Stated 
would  be  justifiable  in  striking  from  the  rolls  of  the 
army  and  navy,  the  names  of  all  persons  thereon, 
who  have  been  or  hereafter  may  be,  directly  or  in- 
directly engaged  in  a duel,  or  who  may  have  been 
or  hereafter  may  be, in  any  way  or  manner,  accessa- 
ry thereto. 

After  some  speaking  the  resolutions  were  laid 
upon  the  table. 

Several  bills  were  passed — that  to  authorise  the 
heirs  of  W.  and  G.  Winter,  to  file  a bill,  &c.  was  re- 
committed, 

Idle  bills  from  the  other  house,  in  addition  to  the 
acts  for  the  establishment  and  regulation  of  the 
executive  departments,  andfortlie  relief  of  John 
Steele,  were  severally  read  the  third  time,  passed, 
and  returned  to  the  other  house. 

The  bill  to  authorise  tiie  appointment  of  com- 
missioners for  laying  out  a road  from  Wheeling  to 
tlie  Mississippi,  by  the  seats  ofg'overnment  of  Ohio, 
Indiana,  and  Illinois,  (being  a continuation  of  the 
Cuifiberland  road,)  and  for  surveying  and  marking 
out  the  course  of  certain  canals,  belweei;  the  Che- 
sapeake and  Delaware  bays,  and  the  Kariton,  8cc. 
was  taken  up  in  committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  King, 
of  Alabama,  in  the  chair. 

After  debate,  this  bill  was  re-committed. 

The  bill  to  amend  the  judicial  sj’stem  of  the  U, 
S,  was  postponed  to  a day  beyond  the  session— or, 
in  other  words, rejected. 

The  senate  spent  considerable  time  on  the  bill 
from  the  house,  supplementary  to  the  revolutionary 
pension  act  of  March,  18, 1818 — but  no  question  af- 
fecting* It  was  taken. 

April  25.  Mr.  Mellen  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution for  consideration: 

Resolv._  d.  That  the  committee  of  foreign  relations 
be  instructed  to  enquire  what  measures  it  may  be 
expedient  for  congress  to  adopt  respecting  the 
importation  of  plaster  of  Paris  from  the  province 
of  New  Brunswick,  in  consequence  of  a duty  lately 
imposed  by  its  legislature  on  the  exportation  of  that 
article  from  certain  parts  of  said  province. 

Mr.  Rufus  King,  from  the  committee  on  roads 
and  canals,  to  whom  the  bill  on  that  subject  was 
yesterday  recommitted,  reported  two  bills,  in  lieu 
of  the  bill  recommitted— the  first  providing  for  the 
appointment  of  commissioners  for  surveying,  the 
road  from  Wheeling  to  the  Mississippi;  the  second 
for  the  appointment  of  commissioners  for  surve>ing 
and  designating  a route  for  canals  to  connect  the 
Chesapeake  and  Delaware,  the  Rariton  and  the  De- 
laware, &c.  wiiich  were  read. 

The  senate,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  resum- 
ed the  consideration  of  the  bill  to  continue  in  force 
the  act  to  -protect  the  commerce  of  the  United 
States,  and  to  make  further  provision  for  punisliing 
the  crime  of  piracy;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be 
engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

i he  bill  in  addition  to  the  act  respecting  revolu- 
tionary pensions,  was,  after  much  debate  and  seve- 
ral proposed  amendments,  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time  (exactly  in  the  shape  in  which  it  came 
from  the  house  of  representatives)  by  tiie  follow- 
ing vote — 

Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Eaton,  Edwards, 
Elliott,  Gaillard,  Horsey,  Johnson,  of  Lou.  King,  of 
Alab.  Leake,  Logan,  Macon,  Noble,  Pleasants,  Ro- 
berts, Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Trinibb, 
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Walker,  of  Aiab.  Walker,  of  Geo.  Williams,  of  Miss. 
Wiliiams,  o/ Ten.— 24. 

Naits — Messrs.  Bariill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Hunter, 
Johnson,  of  Iven.  King’,  ol  N.  Y.  Laninan,  Lowrie, 
Mellen,  **  oral,  Oiis,  Parrott,  Rug-g^les,  Sanford, 
Tichenor,  Van  Dyke,  Wilson — 17 

And  the  senate  adjourned. 

April  26.  Much  of  this  day  was  spent  on  the 
bill  from  the  house  to  extend  the  charters  of  the 
district  banks — after  which  it  was  postponed  until 
to  morrow. 

The  senate  took  up  and  a^^reed  to  the  motion 
submitted  yesterday  uy  Mr.  . respecting  the 

plaster  trade  with  the  British  colonies. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  coniimie  in  force  the  actio 
protect  the  commerce  o the  Umted  scales  and  to 
make  further  provisions  for  punisiiing’  the  crime  of 
piracy;  and  the  bill  from  tne  house  of  representa- 
tives in  addition  to  the  revolutionary  pepsion  act 
of  March  18,  1818,  were  severally  read  the  tliird 
time,  and  passed,  the  latter  by  a vote  of  20  to  16. 
The  first  named  bill  was  sent  to  the  otiier  nouse  for 
concurrence — the  latter  has  now  passed  both 
houses. 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  increase  the  pay  of  surgeons  in  the  navy. 

After  considerable  debate,  this  bill  was  indefinite- 
ly postponed — or  rejected. 

The  senate  next  resumed  the  consideration  of  the 
bill  to  incorporate  the  general  convention  of  the 
Baptist  denomination,  in  the  district  of  Columbia, 
for  evangelical  and  literary  purposes.  ^ 

This  bill  also,  after  some  remarks,  was  postpon- 
ed indefinitely,  or  rejected. 

The  senate  took  up  the  bdl  from  the  other  house 
for  the  relief  of  Christopher  Miller,  [granting  him 
a tract  of  land  in  consideration  of  a very  important 
and  eminently  hazardous  service  performed  in  the 
Indian  war,  under  general  Wayne,  who  promised 
him,  on  the  part  of  the  government,  ample  recom- 
pense for  his  intrepidity,  but  though  reduced  to 
poverty,  he  has  not  applied  for  any  relief  until 
now;  and  the  case  is  strongly  urged  to  the  atten- 
tion of  congress  by  the  legislature  of  Kentucky.] 

The  bill  was  earnestly  advocated  by  Mr.  Johnson, 
of  Ky.  and  by  Mr.  Barbour^  and  after  some  oppo- 
sition by  Messrs.  Williams  of  Miss.  Eaton,  Lo-wrie 
and  Roberts,  on  the  gToundof  the  case  not  coming 
within  any  of  the  principles  on  which  congress 
had  given  pensions  or  donations,  and  of  the  inabi- 
lility  of  the  government  to  reward  all  cases  of  meri- 
torious service,  where  no  disability  ensued — 

The  bill  was  laid  on  the  table;  and 

The  senate  went  into  the  consideration  of  execu- 
tive business;  after  which 

They  adjourned. 

HOUSE  OF  HF.PUESENTATIVES. 

Friday,  April  21.  7'he  bill  to  establish  an  uniform 
mode  of  discipline  and  field  exercise  for  the  militia 
of  the  United  States  was  read  a third  time,  passed 
and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

Remsion  o f the  'Fariff. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  on  the  bills  reported  by  the  committee 
of  manufactures;  and  the  committee  determined  to 
take  up,  first  in  order,  the  bill  “to  regulate  the  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage,  and  for  other  purposes” 
— This  bill  proposes  changes  in  relation  to  the  du- 
ties  on  goods  imported,  in  the  proportions  which 
are  denoted  ivithe  following  table,  copied  from  that 
compiled  and  printed  for  the  use  of  the  house  of 
representatives: 


A comparative  view  of  the  existing  larifi  of  duties 
o goods  imported  from  foreign  countries,  ases- 
tablxsiicd  by  tiie  act  of  27th  April,  1816,  entitled 
“an  act  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,”  as  amended  by  the  act  of  tiie  20th  of 
April,  i818,  entitled  “an  act  to  increase  the  du- 
ties on  certain  manufactured  articles  imported  into 
the  United  States”  and  that  proposed  by  the  bdl 
now  depending  in  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  United  States,  “^o  regidute  the  duties  on  im- 
ports,  and  for  other  purposes.** 


AHTICLES. 

OLD 

tariff. 

XEW 

TAIUFB 

RATE  OS 

addit’nl 

DCTT. 

First  class  of  articles,  c. 

12^- 

2-3ds 

Second 

15 

20 

l-3d 

Third 

20 

25 

l-4th 

4th  & 5th  classes,  viz: 

Woollen  manufactures 

25 

33-^ 

l 

Cotton  and  cotton  twist. 

not  from  India 

25 

33  ? 

say  1-3^ 

Do.  do.  from  India 

26 

1 

40  J 

Linen  manufactures 

15 

25 

Clothing  ready  made 

1 

Bonnets,  hats  and  caps,  of 

1 

L ‘in 

wool,  fur,  leather,  straw. 

f oU 

40 

chip  or  silk 

j 

1 

Silk  manufact’s,  fr.  India 

15 

30 

Printed  books 

15 

35 

Printed  or  stained  paper, 

and  paper  hangings 

30 

35 

Clocks  and  time  pieces 

Umbrellas,  sticks,  and  ap- 

paratus for  umbrellas 

Bonnets  and  caps,  not 

otherwise  taxed 

Fans,  feathers,  flowers, 

millinery,  washes,  per- 

fumes, 

Painted  floor  cloths,  oil 

cloths,  matts,  salad  oil. 

y so 

35  ^ 

say  1-6  a 

capers,  olives,  mustard, 

sweetmeats,  preserves, 

wafers 

Manufactures  of  wood. 

coarse  lace,  carriages. 

and  furniture  for  do. 

Leather,  & manufact’s  of 

leather,  brushes,  canes 

Gilt  and  plated  ware 

20 

35"b 

Cut  glass 

30 

35  1 

Included 

China,  earthen  and  stone- 

1 

in  TWO 

ware,  and  crockery 

20 

35  f 

preced- 

Manufactures of  marble 

1 

ing  class* 

and  alabaster 

15 

35  J 

Ale,  beer,  and  porter,  in 

bottles  galls 

15 

20 

1-3 

Do.  do.  not  in  bottles  - 

10 

15 

1-2 

Allum  ewt 

2 00 

3 00 

1-2 

Almonds  lb 

3 

4 

1-3 

Black  glass  bottles  grate 

1 44 

2 00 

1-4 

Boots  pair 

1 50 

2 00 

1-3 

Bristles  lb 

3 

3 

free 

Playing  cards  pack 

SO 

35 

1-6 

1'ar’d  cables  & cordage  lb 

3 

4 

1-3 

Untarred  do.  twine  and 

thread 

4 

5 

1-4 

Candles,  tallow  - 

3 

5 

2-3 

wax  & spermaceti  - 

6 

8 

1-3 

China  cassia  - 

6 

10 

2-3 

Cinnamon 

25 

33^ 
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COMPARATIVE  VIEW  OF  TARIFF— eoNTiNUED. 


AKTICLES. 


OtT) 

TARIFF. 


Cloves 
Cheese 
Cl'ocoiate 
Coeoa 

Coal  heaped  bushel 

Copperas  exvt 

Copper, rods  bolts, spikes 
ajul  nails,  andcomposi 
tion  do. 

Corks 
Coffee 
Co ’.ton 
Currants 
Fig’S 

I'  sh,  foreign  caught  qntl 
Mackerel  bbl 

Salnon  - 

All  other  pickled  fish  - 
Window  glass, 

8 by  10  lOOsy./f 
10  by  12 
over  10  by  12 
Plain  uncut  flint  glass  lb 
Glue 

Gunpowder 

Hemp  cut/] 

Iron  and  steel  wire, 

not  over  No.  18  lb 
over  18 
Iron  in  bars  and  bolts,  ex 
cept  manufactured  by 
rolling  c-iot 

Iron  in  sheets,  rods  and 
hoops  - 

Iron  in  bars  and  bolts 
manufaC.  by  rolling  - 
Anchors  - 

Iron  in  pigs 

Iron  castings  - 

Spades  and  shovels  each 
Slate  & tiles  for  building, 
not  over  12  in.  sq.  M 
12  to  14  do. 

14  to  16  do. 

16  to  18  do.  - 

18  to  20  do.  - 

Paper,  folio,  quarto,  post 
pot,  cap,  crown,  &c.  lb 
Poyal,  imperial,  &c. 
Printing  & copper  plate 
Other  coarse 
Screws,  of’  wire  grace 
Ginger,  rough  lb 

ground 
preserved 

Silk,  sewing,  and  silk 
and  worsted  twist 
Indigo 

Lead,  in  pigs  ana  bars 
sheets 
shot,  of  lead 
red -and  white, 
dry,  or  in  oil 


25 

9 

3 

2 

5 

00 


4 

ISperct 

5 
3 
3 


Mace 
Molasses 
Noils  of  iron 
Nutmegs 


galls 


00 

50 

00 

00 

50 
75 
25 
)er  ( 
5 
8 

50 

5 

9 


75 
2 50 


COMPARATIVE  VIEW  OF/PARIFF— continued. 


30  per.ct 


15=8-10 


15 

1 

1 

2 

3 

00 

5 

4 
60 


NEW 
TARIFF  .A 

RATE  OF 

ddit’nx 

DUTY. 

ARTICLES. 

OLD 

TARIFF,  a 

NE  1 

'ARIFF  A 

RATE  OP 
ddit’kIi 

DUTY. 

35 

2-5 

Pepper  lb 

8 

10  1 

4 pr  ct. 

9 

Pimento  - 

6 

8 

1-3  do 

4 

Piums  and  prunes 

3 

4 

1-3  do 

3 

12 

Raisins,  in  jars  or  boxes  - 

3 

4 

1-3  do 

5 

all  other  kinds  - 

2 

3 

1-2  do 

2 00 

double 

Salt  bushi  oj  56  lb. 

20 

25 

1-4  do 

Ochre,  dry  lb 

let 

1 

in  oil 

H 

H 

4 

Steel  ctvi 

1 00  ; 

l 50 

1-2  do 

15 

Segars  M 

2 50  . 

5 00 

double 

6 

1-5 

Spirits,  fr,  grain,  1st  prf. 

6 

double 

42, 2d  45, 3a  46, 4th  52, 

4 

1-3 

5th  60,  over  5tli  75 

same 

same 

4 

1-3 

— from  other  mate- 

1 00 

rials,  1st  38,  2d  38,  3d 

1 50 

42, 4th  48,  5th  57,  over 

2 00 

5th  70, 

same 

same 

1 00 

Shoes  Scslippersjsilk  pair 

30 

50 

1-3 

leather  - 

25 

50 

double 

3 00-) 

for  children  - 

15 

25  ' 

2-3 

3 25  C 

1-5 

Spikes  of  iron  lb 

3 

4 

1-3 

3 75  S 

Soap 

3 

4 

1-3 

t 10 

Sugar,  brown 

3 

4 

■A 

10 

double 

white,  clayed  and 

1 

10 

1-4 

powdered 

4 

5 

y 1.4 

2 50 

2-3 

lump 

10 

12i 

j 

loaf  and  candy 

12 

15 

j 

5 

Snuff 

’ 12 

15 

9 

'I'allow  - 

1 

1 

Tea,  fr.  China,  in  Am.ves- 

sels,  Boliea,  F.  skips  lb 

12^ 

25 

double. 

1 25 

2-3  pr  ct. 

Souchong,  and  all 

other  black  teas  34  lb 

25 

25 

3 00 

1-5  do 

Hyson  skin 

28 

25  . 

Imperial, Gunpow- 

2  00 

1-3  do 

der  & Gomee  68  lb 

50 

50 

2 00 

Hyson  ScY.Hys.  5^  lb 

40 

40 

75 

1-2  do 

Other  green  38  lb 

28 

28 

1 50 

double 

Tobacco,  manufac,  other 

it  25 

than  snuff  & segai’S  lb 

10 

10 

Whiting,  & Paris  white  - 

1 

1 

2 00 

Wines,  Madeira,  Burgun- 

3  00 

dy,  Champaign,  Rhe 

4 00 

nish,  and  'fokay  galls 

1 00 

5 00 

Sherry,  St.  Lucar  - 

60 

6 00 

I.isbon,  Oporto,  and 

1 

others  of  Portugal  and 

1 

ct  20 

Sicily  galh 

50 

15 

Teneriffe,  Fayal  and 

12| 

other  West.  Isles,  galh 

; 40 

10 

All  other  wines  - 

15 

f 

8 to  2C 

) 

Do.  in  bottles  or  cases 

i 30  ner  ct 

1 

10  1 say  S 

Russia  duck  pi 

? 2 00 

2 00 

1 

4 

Ravens  do.  - 

1 25 

1 25 

10 

Hollands  do.  - 

2 50 

2 50 

Spermaceti  oil,  offoreigr 

1 

ct  1 50 

fisheries  galh 

? 25 

25 

15 

Whale  oil  - 

15 

15 

1 

Olive  oil,  in  casks  - 

25 

25 

O 1 

Linseed  oil  - 5 

15  per  ct 

■ ?25 

3 \ 

> 1-2  pr  ct. 

1 

say  16  ct 

AD  VALOREM, 

4j 

Blue  vitriol  h 

') 

6 

1 25 

1-4  do 

Oil  of  vitriol 

5 

10 

double 

Nitric  acid 

! 

-1 

6 

1 , 

5 

1-4  pr  ct, 

. Muriatic  acid 

-1 

4 

! • " 

75 

1-4  do 

Sugar  of  lead 

6, 

1- 
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The  bill  having*  been  read  through — 

Mr,  BaUhvin  rose,  and  delivered  u speech  of  near- 
ly three  hours  in  leng'tb,  explanatory  of  the  gene- 
ral principles  by  which  the  committee  had  been 
guided  in  reporting  the  billj  and  of  the  grounds  of 
the  jiroposed  increase  of  duties  on  the  several  arti- 
cles of  the  most  importance. 

Mr,  Smith,  of  Md,  rose  after  Mr.  Baldwin  conclud- 
ed, and  expressed  his  view  of  the  tariff’  in  general 
opposition  to  those  of  Mr.  Baldwin,  as  regards  the 
merits  of  the  system  of  revenue  from  imports,  but 
without  denying  that  some  of  the  present  duties 
might  require  to  be  increased.  He  did  not,  how- 
ever, go  fur  into  the  general  question,  having  risen 
to  move  an  amendment  in  the  following  clause: 

First.  A duty  of  twelve  and  a half  per  centum  ad 
valorem  on  all  dying  drugs,  and  materials  for  com- 
posing dyes,  not  subject  to  other  rates  of  duty;  gum 
arable,  gum  Senegal,  saltpetre,  jewelry,  gold,  silver 
and  other  watciies,  and  parts  of  watches;  gold  and 
silver  lace,  embroidery  and  epaulettes;  precious 
stones,  and  pearls  of  all  Icind,  set  or  not  set;  Bristol 
stones  or  paste  work,  and  all  ai’ticles  composed 
wholly  or  chiefly  of  gold,  silver,  pearl,  and  preci- 
ous stones;  and  laces,  lace  veils,  lace  shawls,  or 
shades,  of  thread  or  silk. 

'riie  amendment  was  to  strike  out  the  word  txvelve, 
in  the  first  line,  for  the  purpose  of  inserting  in  lieu 
thereof  the  word  seven. 

Mr.  Clay,  after  paying  a high  compliment  to  the 
ability  and  substantial  character  of  the  speech  of  Mr. 
Baldwin,  said  that,  until  an  answer  was,  to  that 
speech  at  least,  attempted,  he  should  abstain  from 
engaging  in  the  support  of  the  general  principles 
of  the  bill.  At  present  he  only  rose  to  say,  that  it 
became  the  friends  of  the  manufacturing  system  not 
to  lend  themselves  with  too  much  facility  to  altera- 
tions proposed  in  the  system  which  has  been  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  manufactures.  That 
committee  had,  with  a patience  and  industry  never 
surpassed  in  this  house,  prepared  and  reported  a 
general  system.  Its  provisions  were,  no  doubt,  the 
result  of  much  calculation;  and,  if  the  friends  of  the 
general  features  of  it  listened  to  every  application 
which  should  be  made  to  change  this  or  that  parti- 
cular item,  the  effect  would  be,  that  they  would  lose 
the  whble.^Mr.  C.  then  made  some  remarks  against 
this  particular  motion. 

Tlie  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Smith’s  motion, 
and  decided  in  the  negative  without  a division. 

Mr.  Silsbee  moved  an  amendment  to  the  bill  to 
lessen  the  rate  of  duty  on  coarse  cotton  manufac- 
flures — 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Md.  offered  a similar  amendment  as 
to  linen  manufactures — 

Mr.  Silsbee  moved  to  reduce  the  duty  on  coffee 
fVom  6 to  5 cents — 

Mr.  Me(q-s  moved  to  increase  the  duty  on  iron 
eastings— 

Mr.  Holmes  moved  to  reduce  the  duty  on  bars  and 
bolts — 

Mr.  Meigs  moved  to  insert  a duty  on  steam  ma- 
chinery— 

Mr.  Moseley  moved  to  vary  the  duty  on  paper — 

Mr.  Silsbee  moved  to  reduce  the  duty  on  molas- 
scs — 

All  of  which  motions  were  negatived — not  more 
than  50  members  voting  for  either  of  them. 

Saturday,  April  22.  Mr.  Bloomfield,  from  the  com- 
mittee on  revolutionary  pensions,  made  unfavora- 
ble reports  on  the  cases  of  thirty  five  petitioners. 

Mr.  Pinchney  offered  a joint  resolution  directing 
the  secretary  of  state  to  tran.smit  one  copy  of  the 
journal  of  the  convention,  wliich  formed  the  fede-  j 


ral  constitution,  to  each  of  the  members  of  that  con' 
vention,  who  are  now  living 

Agreed  to  nem.  con  4 and  ordered  to  a third  read- 
ing. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  from  the  committee  of 
ways  and  means,  to  which  was  referred  the  bill 
from  the  senate  to  provide  for  the  relief  of  sick  and 
disabled  seamen,  repoi'ted  the  same  with  amend- 
ments, which  were  read,  and  with  the  bill  ordered 
to  lie  on  the  table, 

Several  bills  were  twice  read  and  two  or  three 
passed — not  of  gen«-ral  importance. 

Tiie  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  on  the  bill  to  regulate  the  du- 
ties on  imports  and  tonnage. 

[Many  propositions  were  offered  to  amend  the 
bill.  They  g-eneraily  failed.  Those  which  suc- 
ceeded were,  to  increase  the  duty  on  shoes  or  slip- 
pers of  prunella,  &c.  and  to  reduce  the  duty  on 
priftfed  books  to  20  per  cent,  ad  val. 

The  bill  having  been  gone  through — • 

Mr.  Tyler,  of  Virginia,  moved  to  strike  out  the 
first  section  of  the  bill,  and  was  prepared  now  to 
go  into  the  remarks  which  he  intended  to  offer  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  if  it  were  the  pleasure  of 
the  committee  to  listen  to  an  argument  on  its  gene- 
ral merits;  but,  as  the  committee  had  been  engaged 
for  several  hours  in  a laborious  and  fatiguing  con- 
sideration of  its  detail,  he  moved  that  the  commit- 
tee now  rise. 

The  committee  then  rose,  reported  progress, 
and  obtained  leave  to  sit  again. 

Mr.  JVewton,  from  the  committee  of  commerce, 
presented  to  the  house  a mass  of  correspondence 
derived  from  the  executive  department,  between 
the  ministers  of  our  government,  and  those  of 
P’ranee  and  England,  respecting  our  trade  with  the 
British-Americau  colonies,  and  the  general  inter- 
course between  France  and  the  U.  States,  which 
was  ordered  to  be  printed;  and 

The  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  April  24.  Mr.  Wendover  presented  a 
memorial  of  tlie  American  society  of  the  city  of 
New  York  for  the  encouragement  of  domestic  ma- 
nufactures, complaining  of  the  system  of  credit  gi- 
ven for  the  duties  on  the  importaion  of  foreign  ma- 
nufactures, and  of  free  sales  at  auction,  and  praying* 
that  the  three  bills  now  under  discussion  in  the 
house  of  representatives  may  be  passed  into  laws 
previous  to  the  termination  of  the  present  sessioa 
of  congress. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  presented  a petition  of 
sundry  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Baltimore,  praying 
that  measures  may  be  adopted  to  prevent  citizens 
of  the  United  States  from  engaging  in  the  business 
of  privateering  under  the  flags  of  the  governments 
in  South  America,  and  that  certain  ports  in  the 
United  States  be  designated  in  which  only  cruisers 
of  those  governments  may  be  permitted  to  enter, 
and  that  those  lying  in  the  waters  of  the  Chesa- 
peake bay  may  be  among  those  which  may  be  pro- 
hibited; which  petition  was  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  foreign  affairs. 

Mr.  Van  Rensselaer,  from  the  committee  on  mi- 
litary affairs,  delivered  in  a report,  looking  to  a 
report  from  the  proper  department  on  the  subject 
to  be  made  at  the  next  session. 

The  engrossed  joint  resolution  for  the  distribu- 
tion, among  the  surviving*  members  of  the  con- 
vention, of  copies  of  the  journal  thereof,  recently 
printed,  was  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  con- 
currence. 

On  metion  of  Mr.  Loxvndes,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  the  lett4W  from  the  secretary  of 
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thenavv  of  the  9tli  of  April,  1820,  with  the  docu- 
aients  which  accompanied  it,  be  referred  to  the 
committee  on  naval  affairs;  and  that  they  be  instruct- 
ed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  providing  by 
law  that  no  couimder  or  other  officer  in  the  naval 
service' of  the  United  States  shall  receive  on  board 
his  vessel  any  gold,  silver,  or  jewels,  without  or- 
ders from  the  pr<  sident  of  the  United  States  or  the 
navy  department;  and  that  no  officer,  without  such 
orders,  shall  transport  as  a passenger  any  person  in 
tlie  naval  or  military  service  of  a foreign  govern- 
inent  engaged  in  war;  and  the  committee  of  naval 
affairs  are  also  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expe- 
diency of  determining  by  law  whether  any  coinpen- 
sation  or  freight  shall  be,  in  any  case,  permitted 
for  articles  transported  in  vessels  of  the  United 
States. 

The  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a com- 
mittee of  the  whole,  Mr.  Taylor  in  the  chair,  on 
^e  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports. 

A motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  of  the  bill 
(to  reject  it)  being  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Tij  er  delivered  a speech  of  about  an  hour’s 
length  in  support  of  this  motion. 

T)ie  committee  of  the  whole  then  took  up  the 
®ther  bill  referred  to  it,  by  the  title  of  “a  bill  re- 
gulating the  payment  of  duties  on  merchandise 
hnported,  and  for  other  purposes.” 

[This  bill  provides  that,  from  and  after  a certain 
date,  the  duties  laid  on  all  goods,  wares  and  mer- 
chandise,  imported  into  the  United  States,  except 
dying  drugs,  and  materials  for  composing  dyes, 
gum  arable,  gum  Senegal,  and  all  other  articles  used 
solely  for  medicinal  purposes,  cassia,  cinnamon, 
cloves,  chocolate,  cocoa,  coffee,  indigo  mace,  mo- 
lasses, nutmegs,  pepper,  pimento,  salt,  ochre,  su- 
gar, tea,  shall  be  paid  before  a permit  shall  be  grant- 
ed for  landing  the  same^  unless  entered  for  exporta- 
tion or  deposited  in  public  storehouses.  On  the 
excepted  articles,  duties  not  exceeding  100  dol- 
lars in  amount  to  be  paid  in  cash;  and.  if  exceeding 
that  sum,  shall  be  allowed  a credit,  on  one  half  for 
three  months,  and  on  the  other  half  for  six  months, 
except  tea,  the  duties  on  which  are  to  be  payable, 
in  equal  payments,  at  three,  six,  and  nine  months.] 

Mr.  lialdwin  explained  the  general  views  that 
had  induced  the  committee  to  report  the  bill  - 
Messrs  Silsbee  and  i/ownries  opposed  it— Mr.  Clay 
ad‘  ocated  the  bill.  Mr.  Lowndes  spoke  again  and 
Mr.  Clay  rejoined.  Mr.  Bakhoin  was  speaking 
earnestly  in  favor  of  the  bill,  when  the  alarm  of  fire 
induced  the  committee  (at  4 o'clock)  to  rise,  and 
tJie  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday,  Jpiil  25,  On  motion  of  Mr.  Whitinan, 
it  was. 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  on  foreign  rela- 
tions be  instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency 
<6f  imposing  a duty  on  plaster  of  Paris,  imported 
from  certain  ports  of  the  province  of  New  Bruns 
wick,  to  countervail  a duty  lately  imposed  by  the  le- 
gislature of  that  province  on  thilt  article  when  ex- 
ported from  certain  other  parts  of  the  same  pro- 
vince. 

After  other  business — 

The  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a com- 
jnittee  of  the  whole,  vir.  Taylor  in  the  chair,  on  the 
bills  concern  mg  the  duties  on  imports  and  the  mode 
of  their  collection. 

The  bill  now  under  consideration,  is  the  bill  re- 
gulating the  paymeiit  of  duties  on  merchandise  im- 
por  ed, and  fnrnther purposes. 

The  question  irnnu-diutely  before  the  house  be- 
ing  on  Vr.  Sdsbee’s  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  sec- 
tion oi'  the  billi 


Mr.  Baldwin  resumed  and  concluded  the  speech 
which  he  yesterday  began,  in  support  of  the  pria- 
ciples  of  the  bili. 

Mr.  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  followed  in  decided  op- 
position to  the  bill. 

Mr.  PFhitman  spoke  next,  also  in  opposition  to 
the  bill. 

Mr.  TuMiifethen  delivered  his  sentiments  in  favoc 
of  the  bill. 

All  the  speeches  delivered  to  day,  v/ent  into  the 
subject  much  at  large. 

There  was  then  some  conversation  on  the  pro-- 
pi’iety  of  reporting  the  bill  for  increasing  the  du- 
ties on  imports  forthwith,  that  it  might  be  finailjr 
acted  on,  and,  if  it  passed  this  house,  that  it  miglrt 
be  before  the  senate  whilst  the  discussion  was  go- 
ingon  here  on  the  bill  now  under  consideration,  for 
requiring  cash  payments  on  certain  duties,  ana  on 
the  other  bill  before  the  same  committee,  for  im- 
posing a duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of 
sales  at  auction.  Nothing,  however,  was  finall/ 
settled  on  this  head. 

Ml'.  Serge a?it  lias  the  floor  for  to-morrow. 

The  house  adjourned  at  half  pasfS  o’clock. 

Wednesday,  ,SpHl  26  Mr.  Southard,  from  the 
committee  on  Indian  affairs,  to  whom  was  referred 
an  enquiry  into  the  expediency  of  repealing  the 
act  making  provision  for  the  civilization  of  the  In- 
<lian  tribes  adjoining  our  frontier  settlements  (pas- 
sed at  the  last  session)  reported,  that,  in  their  opi- 
nion, it  is  inexpedient  at  this  time  to  repeal  that 
law.  And  the  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  ta- 
ble. 

Mr.  Silsbee,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs; 
reported,  without  amendment,  the  bill  from  the  scf 
nate,  for  autliorising  the  building  of  a certain  nuni. 
ber  of  small  vessels  of  war. 

Mr.  Anderson,  from  the  land  committee,  reported, 
without  amendment,  the  joint  resolution,  referred 
to  them,  for  establishing  the  boundary  line  between 
the  state  of  Ohio  and  all  the  territory  of  Michigan. 
The  question  being  stated  on  ordering  the  resolve 
to  be  engrossed — 

Mr.  Brush  moved  to  lay  the  resolve  on  the  table, 
desiringtime  to  examine  it,  not  having  been,  from 
accident,  present  when  the  resolve  was  first  moved. 
[Agreed  to.] 

The  house  again  resumed  the  consideration  oF 
the  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports,  &c. — Mr. 
Silsbee*s  motion  to  strike  out  the  1st  section  of  th€t 
bill  being  yet  under  consideration, 

Mr.  Alexander,  of  Virginia,  delivered  his  senti- 
ments in  favor  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Archer,  of  Va.  followed,  also  at  considerable 
length,  in  support  of  the  motion. 

Mr.  Clay,  (speaker)  in  a speech  in  support  of  the 
bill,  occupied  the  remainder  of  the  usual  time  of 
sitting. 

When,  after  explanatory  observations  between 
Mr.  Clay  and  Mr.  Smith,  of  Md. 

The  committee  rose;  and  the  house  adjourned. 

THURSDAX’S  PROCEEDINGS. 

The  senate  was  occupied  nearly  all  this  day  aboiii 
the  district  banks  - finally  the  bill,  being  amend€d,^ 
was  ordered  to  a third  reading,  and  the  senate  went 
into  the  consideration  of  executive  business. 

J71  the  house  of  representatives — several  bills  wers 
read,  &c, 

The  bill  from  the  senate  to  establish  certain  land 
offices  in  the  state  of  Alabama,  (so  amended  in  tins 
house  as  to  include  also  Indiana  and  Illinois)  was 
read  a third  time,  passed  and  returned  to  the  s^x- 
nate  for  concurrence  in  the  -amendments-. 
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The  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a com- J difficulty  in  getting  on  to  the  ice,  from  the  shore; 


’mittee  of  the  whole,  on  the  bill  regulatingthe  duties 
on  Imports,  Mi\  Taylor  in  the  chair. 

The  question  being  on  the  committee^s  rising  and 
reporting  the  tariff  bill  to  the  house— the  debate 
thereof  was  resumed— 

Mr.  Barbour,  o{'  Y Si.  delivered  a speech  of  nearly 
three  hours  in  length  against  the  bill. 

Mr.  Holmes,  of  Mass,  next  delivered  a speach  of 
nearly  two  hours  in  1 engtb,  also  against  the  bill. 

When  the  committee  rose  and  reported  the  bill 
to  the  house. 

Mr.  Hardin  moved  to  postpone  the  bill  indefi- 
nitely; and 

The  house  adjourned. 
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and  Mr.  B.  having  wetted  his  feet,  seated  himself 
in  the  sleigli  for  the  purpose  of  taking  off' his  stock- 
ings, which  were  wet,  giving  up  the  reins  to  his 
brother,  who,  from  inattention  or  ignorance  of  the 
road,  drove  on  a place  on  the  ice,  where  there  had 
recently  been  an  air  hole,  and  which  was  not  yet 
frozen  sufficiently  strong  to  bear;  the  ice  broke  un- 
der them,  and  the  sleigh  upset  and  sunk,  with  the 
two  women  and  child.  Mr.  B.  sprung  from  the 
sleigh,  while  sinking,  exclaiming,  are  alllost?^’ 
and  fortunately  reached  the  firm  ice;  the  young 
man  who  was  driving  was  unable  to  swim,  but. 
struggled  until  he  was  reached  and  drawn  out  of 
the  water  by  Mr.  B.  who  retained  his  hold  upon  the 
solid  ice.  'Phis  was  no  sooner  accomplished,  than 
Mr.  B.  throwing  off  his  coatand  hat,  declared  that, 
he  would  save  the  others  or  perish  in  the  attempt; 
and  accordingly  plunged  into  the  water  in  search 
of  those  most  dear  to  him. 

The  first  that  he  found  was  the  child,  which 


REt-ATIONS  WITH  SPATX. 

In  consequence  of  many  prevailing  reports,  we 
reserved  a large  part  of  this  sheet  to  the  last  mo- 
ment, to  insert  an  expected  message  of  the  presi-!  grasping,  he  rose  to  the  surface,  and  brought  it 
dent  on  our  relations  with  Spain;  but  the  within  reach  of  his  brother; — then  drawing  him- 

JnteUi^encer  o{'  yesterday,  (April  28,)  is  received,  j self  agajn  to  the  firm  ice,  he  plunged  again  to  the 
and  maintains  its  silence  on  the  subject.  It  seems,  bottom,  and  finding  his  wife,  rose  a second  time 

with  her  in  his  arms,  but  apparently  lifeless,  leav- 


however,  to  be  agreed,  that  the  Spanish  minister 
will  be  immediately  sent  home  — that  he  is  required 
to  ask  conditions,  but  not  empowered,  even  if  they 
are  acceded  to,  to  ratify  the  treaty.  The  grants 
of  land  made,  are  to  be  confirmed,  and  we  are  ex- 
pected  to  pledge  ourselves  never  to  acknowledge 
the  independence  of  any  of  the  South  American 
colonies!  This  is  adding  insult  to  injury — and  gen. 
Yives,  we  are  told,  has  leave  to  go  back  again — as 
having  no  further  business  here.  It  is  understood 
that  the  facts  would  be  communicated  to  congress  by 
a.  message,  as  soon  as  the  documents,  &c.  can  be 
made  out — perhaps,  yesterday  or  to  day. 

Died,  on  the  14th  inst.  in  Massachasetts,  Levi 
Lincoln,  esq.  formerly  attorney  general  of  the  U.  S. 
and  more  recently  lieut.  gov.  of  that  state. 

r-  at  Norfolk,  Va.  on  the  l5th  inst.  Charles  K. 

Malory,  esq.  late  lieut.  gov.  of  the  state  of  Virginia, 
and  collector  of  the  port  of  Norfolk  at  the  time  of 
his  decease.  He  was  in  the  39th  year  of  his  age. 

The  Constellation  frigate,  capt.  Morris,  arrived 
at  Norfolk  on  Saturday  last,  from  the  Tio  de  la  Plata, 
by  way  of  the  West  Indies,  having  touched  at  Mar- 
tinique and  St.  Thomas,  at  which  latter  place  she 
left  the  John  Adams,  on  the  12th  ult. 

The  Columbus  74,  had  dropped  down  to  Lynhaven 
bay  on  Saturday  last,  and  was  to  proceed  for  the 
Mediterranean  in  a day  or  two. 

The  Cyane  has  been  recently  spoken  off  Sierra 
Leone. 

The  Franklin  74,  has  arrived  at  New  York  from 
the  Mediterranean— left  the  Guerriere,  Peacock 
and  Spark  at  Gibraltar,  all  well. 

Connecticut.  Election  returns. — For  IVIr.  O.  Woh 
cott,  governor,  15,738— scattering  4,933.  For  se- 
nators, highest  on  each  list — republican,  15,444; 
federalist,  13,003.  Average  republican  majority 
2,515;  last  year  1069. 

From  the  Utica  C JY.  T.J  Patriot,  April  4.  “The 
following  remarkable  instance  of  presence  of  mind 
and  heroic  perseverance,  almost  without  parallel,  is 
related  by  an  eye  witness: 

“On  Sunday,  the  13th  of  February  last,  a Mr. 
Boulding,  his  wife,  child,  sister,  and  brother-in-law, 
were  returning  in  a sleigh  on  the  ice,  from  a visit 
to  a friend,  living  near  the  Chippewa  Bay,  on  the 
St.  Lawrence  river.  They  had  experienced  some 


ing  her  to  the  care  of  his  brother  who  was  calling 
aloud  for  assistance  from  the  shore. — After  taking 
breath  for  a moment  he  a third  time  plunged  into 
the  water  in  search  of  his  sister,  whom,  after  some 
moments  groping  on  the  bottom,  he  found;  but  in 
rising  again  to  the  surface,  he  struck  his  head 
against  the  ice.  Sensible  ®f  the  extreme  peril  of 
his  situation,  and  that  the  current  had  carried  him 
below  the  aperture,  with  a degree  of  presence  of 
mind  seldom  equalled,  straining  every  nerve,  he 
redoubled  his  exertions,  and  was  so  fortunate  as  to 
again  reach  the  opening,  bringing  with  him  the  in- 
sensible and  apparently  lifeless  body  of  his  sister; 
both  were  drawn  from  the  water  by  the  assistance 
of  some  persons  who  had  arrived  from  the  shore 
alarmed  by  the  cries  of  the  brother.  They  were 
all  carried  to  a neighboring  house,  where  the  wo- 
men and  child  were  with  some  difficulty  resuscita- 
ted. Upon  measuring  the  depth  of  the  water  where 
the  sleigh  had  broken  through  the  ice,  it  was  found 
to  be  14  feet.” 

Portland,  April  18.  We  have  been  favored  by 
an  arrival  yesterday  afternoon,  with  a St.  John, 
(N.  B.)  paper,  of  the  12ih  inst.  which  contains  some 
new  regtilations  relative  to  plaster  of  Paris.  By 
an  act  passed  the  29th  March,  1820,  it  is  enacted 
“that  a duty  of  seven  shillings  and  six  pence  per 
ton  be  paid  upon  all  plaster  of  Paris  imported  or 
brought  into  the  county  of  Charlotte,”  in  that  pro- 
vince. A like  duty  is  also  imposed  upon  all  plaster 
brought  into  the  harbor  of  the  city  of  St  John. 
The  above  duty  is  exacted  within  twenty -four  hours 
after  the  arrival,  and  before  the  vessel  shall  break 
bulk. 

It  is  also  enact  ed  that  no  plaster  of  Paris  shall  be 
landed  or  re-sliipped  in  any  port  or  place,  west- 
ward of  Quaco  Head,  on  the  north  side  of  the  bay 
of  Fundy,  excepting  the  harbor  and  county  above, 
under  the  most  severe  penalty. 

From  a eursory  view  of  the  restrictive  measures, 
which  are  to  continue  in  force  three  years,  it  would 
appear  tliatour  provincial  neighbors  are  willing  to 
begin  a work  that  may  notin  the  end  prove  so  ad- 
vantageous as  they  would  anticipate,  from  the  ex- 
treme caution  with  which  they  have  guarded  the 
several  points. 
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(v^The  Uegister  is  now  published  at  the  bew 
four  story  house,  in  Wafer-street,  the  3rd  door  east 
of  South-street,  iiear  the  Merchants  coffee-house, 
and  but  a short  distance  from  the  old  stand. 

The  derangement  caused  by  a removal  of  the 
office,  prevented  tne  publication  of  a sitpplement 
this  week,  which  otherwise  would  have  issued,  and 
have  contained  the  Spanish  constitution. 

0;;^Since  a late  unhappy  event,  our  account 
of  the  “affair  of  the  Chesapeake,”  as  recorded  in 
the  first  volume  of  the  Register,  has  been  very  fre- 
quently referred  to-~and,  we  are  eorry  to  say, 
found  to  be  essentially  defective,in  wanting  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  court  martial  appointed  for  the  tri- 
al of  com.  Barron.  At  this  late  period,  we  feel  it 
a duty  which  we  owe  to  our  work  as  a record  of 
facts,  to  give  the  proceedings  and  judgment  of  that 
courts  which  is  inserted  in  the  presentsheot.  4 he 
defence  of  com.  B.  is  yet  wanting;  but  perhaps  it  is 
not  necessjiry  to  a correct  understanding  of  tlie  na- 
ture of  the  unfortunate  transaction,  and  its  great 
length  absolutely  forbids  its  publication  just  now. 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage — the  new  tariffbill,  reported  by  Mr.  Bald- 
win, from  the  committee  on  manufactures,  has  pas- 
sed the  house  of  representatives  by  a majority  of 
13  votes.  (See  the  statement  below  and  the  pro- 
ceedings of  congress.)  We  regret  to  add,  at  the 
moment  our  paper  was  going  to  press,  that  it  has 
been  rejected  in  the  senate.  See  page  183. 

The  bill  in  general^  was  an  excellent  one,  and  in 
most  cases  would  have  met  the  wishes  and  wants 
of  the  people,  if  enacted  into  a law— -given  us  all 
enough  to  do,  and  caused  money  to  circulate  freely: 
still  there  are  some  articles  that  were  taxed  suffici- 
ently high — especially  those  things  which  ai-e  in 
common  use,  and  not  the  product  or  manufacture  of 
the  United  States. 

Cash  payments  of  duties.  The  bill  repotted  for 
this  purpose,  by  the  committee  on  manufactures, 
has  been  rejected  by  the  house  of  representatives 
—see  congressional  proceedings. 

Auction  dvtiesi  The  bill  for  laying  duties  On 
sales  at  auction,  was  refused  a third  reading, 
©r  in  Other  words,  rejected,  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, by  a small  majority;  but  afterwards  re- 
considered, and  passed  by  a decided  vote, 
per  cent,  being  substituted  for  the  teii  originally 
proposed. 

Canadian  tariff.  The  following  duties  on  goods 
importedfrom  the  United  States,  were  imposed  at 
the  last  session  of  the  parliament  of  Upper  Canada: 
On  spirits  Is  fid.  per  gal.  shoes  2s  fidper  pair;  boots 
5s;  Hour  and  pork  10s  per  bbl.  beef,  7s  fid;  fresh 
pork,  5s  perewt;  salt,  fid  per  bushel;  sole  leather, 
2d  per  lb.  harness  do.  3d;  calf  skins,  or  other  lea- 
ther for  upperSj  2s  per  skin;  cables  and  cordage, 
3d  per  lb.  nails,  2d;  manufictured  tobacco,  4d;  ad 
valorem  duty^l-0  per  cent.  Free— Vot  and  peal  ashes, 
staves,  sheej),  unmanufactured  tobaccoj  person- 
id  baggage,  travelling’  horse  or  horses,  carringeor 
"•arriages,  of  subjects  or  foreigners;  flour,  perk,  and 
Vol,  XYJIT,-- — ]3. 


other  provisions,  free  of  duty  when  brougiitin  foi^ 
transportation. 

To  be  in  force  for  one  year,  ajad  until  the  end  of 
the  next  session  of  parliament. 

Adjournwerd  of  congress,  it  has  been  agreed  upon 
by  both  houses,  that  congress  sliall  adjourn  on  the 
15th  in^t. 

Relations  ivith  Spain.  We  h.ate  received  several 
private  letters  from  Washington,  giving  various 
rumors  in  regard  to  our  relations  with  Spain.  They 
are  contradictory,  and  do  not  assert  any  thing  posi- 
tively. It  seems  probable,  however,  that  the  nego- 
ciation  has  been  once  broken  off,  and  then  resumed 
at  the  instance  of  Mr.  Vives,  tliough  now,  perliaps, 
broken  off  again.  11  is  not  worth  while  to  give  all 
the  reports  that  have  reached  us— ‘a  me.ssage  Ifom 
the  president  still  being’  daily  expected. 

In  the  present  state  of  out  information,  it  would 
be  premature  in  us  to  speak  on  the  subject  of  our 
relations  with  Spain:  but  if  Don  Vives  has  been 
sent  out  either  to  fool  us  or  abuse  us,  v/e  would  cut 
the  matter  short  by  sending  him  home  at  once,  to 
tell  his  master  that  we  should  redress  our  o\vu 
grievances  in  our  own  waj^ — by  the  law  of  force; 
right  and  reason  having  so  long  been  appealed  to 
in  vain. 

'fniRD  reading  of  the  NEW  TARIFF  BILL. 

In  our  notice  of  the  proceedings  of  congress,  (see 
page  178),  we  have  distributed  the  gentlemen  who 
voted  on  this  great  question  into  the  several  states 
\vhich  they  represent,  and  also  noted  the  absen- 
tees. The  following  table  presents  at  one  view 
the  state  of  the  vote,  and  may  sefve  many  inte- 
resting purposes; 


STATES 

Far  the  hill 

Agaimt  it 

Absent 

Total 

New  Hampshire 



5 

1 

6 

Massac  hti  setts 

10 

fi 

4 

20 

lihode  Island 

2 



2 

Connecticut 

6 

1 



7 

Vermont 

1 

2 

3 

6 

New -York 

25 



2 

27 

New-dersey 

d 

6 

Pennsylvania 

22 

1 

23 

Delaware 

2 

— 

2 

Maryland 

1 

5 

3 

9 

Virginia 

1 

15 

r 

23 

North  Carolina 

1 

11 

1 

13 

South  Carolina 

1 

6 

2 

9 

Georgia 

— 

5 

1 

6 

Kentucky 

4 

3 

2 

*10 

Tennessee 

___ 

6 

__ 

6 

Ohio 

6 



6 

Louisiana 

1 



1 

Indiana 

1 

1 

Illinois 

1 

— . 

1 

Mi.ssissippi 

1 

— 

1 

Alabama 

— 

1 

— 

1 
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(tj^  In  looking  over  the  vote,  wlien  distributed, 
into  states,  the  following  things  appear  to  be  wor- 

*Mr.  Clay,  speaker,  did  not  voic,  being  in  uio 
chaii’,  but  decidedly  supported  the  bill. 


tto 
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thy  ot' remark;  there  was  only  one  vov©  in  favor  of 
the  bill  from  the  representations  of  New- Hamp- 
shire and  Vermont,  but  half  of  the  delegation  from 
the  latter  were  absent.  '!  he  first  may  have  been 
influenced  by  an  idea  that  the  new  tariff  would  af- 
fect the  business  of  ship  building;  but  I do  not 
know  how  to  account  for  tlie  opposition  of  the  re- 
presentatives from  the  other.  The  manufacturing 
interest  prevailed  in  Massachusetts,  Riiode  Island, 
and  Connecticut,  tliough  opposed  by  the  coinmer- 
ciui  in  the  first  named  of  these  states.  New-York, 
New-Jersey,  Pennsylvania  and  Delaware,  with  one 
exception,  unanimously  supported  the  bill — they 
are  grain-growing  states,  eminently  agricultural 
and  comnierciul,  but  happily  uniting  manufactures 
to  those  pursuit.s.  All  tiie  southern  staples,  including 
Maryland  from  what  is  considered  as  ihe  great 
inidclle  district,  were  almost  unanimously  opjjos- 
ed  to  tlie  bill,  only  four  gentlemen  from  them 
voting’  in  favor  of  it.  Of  tiie  western  states,  Ken- 
tucky was  decidedly  for  it,  and  Ohio, -Indiana  and 
Illinois  unanimously  so — these  are  also  grain -grow- 
ing countries,  raising  a considerable  surplus,  but 
also  abound  with  household  and  other  manu- 
factures, as  indeed  do  the  western  parts  of  Virginia 
and  North  Carolina.  Tennessee  was  unanimous  in 
opposition  to  the  bill,  yet  much  of  her  wealth  and 
comfort  is  derived  from  domestic  industry,  as  ap- 
plied  to  manufactures.  Ij  seems  as  if  the  vast  bo- 
dy of  the  people  engaged  in  raising  a surplus  of 
things  for  the  food  of  man,  were  on  one  side,  and 
ti'iose  chiefly  commercial,  or  giving*  their  attention 
to  the  product  of  tobacco  and  cotton,  on  the  other, 
were  opposed  The  reliance  of  the  former  is  on  the 
home  market;  the  latter  looks  to  a foreign  demand, 
it  is  believed,  also,  by  the  first,  that  agriculture, 
manufactures  and  commerce  are  best  united  toge- 
ther— the  second  is  mainly  interested  in  shipping, 
or  in  producing  commodities  for  sale  abroad;  and 
apprehends  that  a duty  levied  on  goods  imported, 
operates  as  a tax  directly  upon  them.selves,  for  the 
good  of  tlie  domestic  manufacturer.  Vhe  fact,  how- 
ever, should  be  recollected,  that  while  by  extra  ton- 
nage and  heavy  duties,  we  have  protected  the  ship- 
ping interest  of  the  United  States,  awd  given  advan- 
tages to  the  growers  of  cotton  and  sugar  of  the 
most  positive  character,  nothing  has  hitherto  been 
done  to  protect  tiie  manufacturers,  except  in  a few 
solitary  and  insignificant  cases.  The  duties  under 
the  present  tariff,  were  laid  for  the  sole  purpose  of 
raisin'^  a revenue,  for  the  support  of  government.  In 
no  instance,  not  one  case  perhaps,  was  the  duty  up- 
on a manufactured  article  so  high,  as  European  na- 
tions impose  on  those  fubric.ited  by  us,  thoug'li 
they  generally  exclude  them  altogether — either  to 
encourage  their  own  industr}%  or  for  tlie  sake  of  an 
internal  excise  upon  similar  things. 

It  may,  however,  be  noted  that  the  immediate 
rejiresentatives  from  the  great  sea- ports  of  Boston, 
JVew-York,  Philadelphia,  Baltimore,  and  J^orfolk, 
in  ail  eight  members,  unanimously  supported  tlie 
bill,  except  Mr.  Smith  from  Baltimore,  who  was  ab- 
sent when  the  question  on  its  third  reading  was 
taken. 

fSlissQun,  The  St.  Louis  Enqidrer  says — “Mr. 
Niles  has  expressed  a belief  that  the  Missouri  state 
convention  will  decide  against  the  admi.ssion  of 
slavery  in  Missouri.  Several  ot’ner  northern  papers 
have  expressed  the  same  belief.  Upon  what  do 
they  bottom  this  belief'’  Is  there  am  thing  in  the 
wind.’’  Any  now  ** contrivances'*  to  be  put  in  opera- 
tion.’" 


I ii'd  know  any  thing  of  tiie  ‘'■co)itiivances’*  !': 

which  the  'Enquirer  speaks  of,  nor  why  the  word  j[ 
'should  be  quoted  and  marked  in  I’aiics.  Thearti-  !| 

I cle  out  of  which  the  editor  ot  that  paper  has  contrir- 
( edto  make  his  paragraph,  is  to  be  found  in  the  pre- 
sent volume,  pagft  25,  in  which  an  attempt  was 
made  to  shew  that  the  progress  of  the  slave  popu- 
lation would  be  checked  by  the  want  of  an  increased 
demand  for  the  labor  of  slaves;  and  in  which  an  opi- 
nion was  expressed  tliat  several  slave-holding’  states, 
as  well  from  principle  a.s  from  interest,  miglit  be  ex- 
pected to  abolish  slavery.  Speaking  of  Missouri 
! said — “they  (slaves)  cannot  easily  be  profitable  in  -‘ji 
Missouri,  and  the  influx  of  a free  population  mayi,K| 
soon  forbid  the  further  introduction  of  slaves,  evem'^’*| 
if  the  constitution  now  to  be  formed,  shall  admit 
such  introduction — which  there  is  some  reason  to  I 
hope  will  not  be  the  case.”  | 

Now,  here  is  the  yac^  and  the  reason  of  the  matter 
frankly  expressed,  without  the  shadow  of  a “contriv-'  | 
ance,”  and  liappy  will  it  be  for  Missouri  if  her  peo-  ¥ 
pie,  in  their  wisdom,  shall  forbid  the  introduction  Il 
of  slaves,  to  dislienor  labor  and  check  the  emigra-  • 
tion  of  those  classes  of  society  which  are  the  bone  . 
and  sinew  of  every  country.  \ 

Many  articles  which  have  appeared  in  the 
Louis  Enquirer,  h^ye  exhibited  a disposition  rather 
to  fill  up  the  counti’y  with  slaves,  than  maintain 
the  ng/ifof  the  state  to  permit  the  holding  of  them.' 

I am  sorry  for  it:  I wish  well  to  Missouri — I am 
equally  the  friend  ofevei'y  state  and  territory  in  the 
union,  at  least  so  far  as  to  rejoice  at  the  prosperity 
and  mourn  for  the  adversity  ofany  one  of  them.  I ' 
wish  happiness  to  abound  every  where;  and  I’oads, 
canals  and  bridges  made,  though  tliey  may  be  sup- 
posed to  injure  particular  sections,  because  tiiey 
must  accomplish  a general  good.  In  all  the  slave- 
holding .states,  slavery  is  admilted  to  be  a great  | 
evil  the  greatest  evil  to  whicii  they  are  subject; 
and  yet  against  this  universal  lesthnony,  tlie  re.sult 
of  experience,  the  Enquirer  is  jiieased  to  insinuate 
the  suspicion  of  a “contrivance,”  because  1 ex- 
pressed a hope  that  the  people  of  ’-'Ussouri  would 
profit  by  an  attention  to  such  testimony  and  expe- 
rience! This  is  ungenerous.  Ifl  had  been  a citizen 
of  Missouri,  though  opposed  asl  am  to  the  princi- 
ple and  practice  of  slavery,  1 would  have  exerted  i 
my  self  not  a little  to  have  liadtlie  state  admitted  with- 
out re.striction,  provided  I believed  that  congress 
had  not  a right  to  impose  it  - but,  on  the  other 
hand,  having  obtained  the  right  contended  for  as  | 
to  the  new  state,  I would  go  quite  as  far  to  build  up 
a constitution  which  should  prevent  tiie  further  in- 
troduction of  slaves,  and  provide  for  the  emancipa- 
tion of  the  descendants  of  those  introduced  before 
its  establishment.  I can  see  a very  wide  distinc- 
tion between  an  honorable  contention  for  a right, 
and  an  impolitic  exercise  of  it.  I certainly  should 
be  disposed  to  resist  an  order  to  walk  on  the  shady 
side  of  the  street,  on  a warm  summer’s  day;  but  hav- 
ing resisted  it,  would  assuredly  consulf  my  own 
health  and  happiness  by  walking  on  that  side. 

*^Thehome  of  the  free."  Notwithstanding  the  gre.'tt 
depression  of  labor  and  the  distress  that  so  g'ene- 
rally  exists  in  the  United  States,  we  have  much 
reason  to  be  thankful  that  so  many  comforts  are  left 
to  us,  and  that  the  evils  which  we  suffer  are  within 
our  own  power  to  cure,  by*  a so'ind  economy  and  dis- 
cretion—a necessary  revolution,  to  be  sure,  in  our 
manners  and  habits,  and  jierhaps  also  some  change 
in  oiir  rulers;  --all  which  is  effecting  or  in  a state  of  ' 
preparation  to  be  effected,  by  personal  e.xertion  in 
domectic  circles,  or  the  magic  force  of  the  ballot. 
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without  violence.  These  are  the  blessed  fruits  of 
our  libei’al  institutions,  _ 

Contrast  these  with  the  sanguinary  quasi  civil 
war  that  rages  in  Ireland,  the  insurrection  produc- 
ed by  absolute  misery  in  Scotland,  and  the  frecpient 
alarming  assemblages  and  mobs  that  prevail  in  Eng- 
land. In  tlie  first,  the  ribband-men,  in  bodies 
sometimes  500  strong,  overrun  whole  counties, 
conflagrating’  and  destroying  all  opposed  to  them, 
])rodigai  of  blood  and  wasteful  of  property.  In  the 
second,  the  poor  tenantry  resist  by  arms  a force 
sent  to  expel  them  from  their  wretched  homei,  by 
the  lordly* proprietor  of  the  soil— they  have  no  re- 
source, no  place  to  slielter  them,  and  seem  resolv- 
ed to  die  on  the  spot  on  which  they  were  born,  ra- 
ther than  leave  it,  in  their  miserable  circumstances. 
In  the  third,  where  the  labor  of  so  maaiy  is  consumed 
by  tlie  few,  a degree  of  poverty  exists  among  the 
productive  classes  which  few  persons  m America 
have  an  idea  of,  as  much  pressed  to  live  as  some  of  us 
seem  to  be — for  we  have  no  general  apprehension 
of  the  severe  domestic  economy  and  incessant  pri- 
vation, that  belongs  to  the  working  people  of  Eng- 
land. 'I'hese  eviis  appear  irremediable  but  by  a 
3’evolulioii,  to  be  produced  by  force  of  arms;  for  it 
cannot  be  expected  that  those  possessed  of  proper- 
ly and  privilege,  no  matter  how  ac quire will  sur- 
render them  without  a struggle. 

In  Ireland,  they  are  hanging  the  ribband-men  by 
dozens — at  tlie  last  Essex  assizes,  in  England, 
twentv-o!ie  persons  received  sentence  of  death,  and 
at  a late  sessions  at  the  Old  Ihulct’,  sentence  of 
death  was  passed  on  27  jjrisoners;  of  transportation 
for  life,  on  11;  forfoiirteen  years  on  30;  and  for  seven 
years  on  6'2  persons.  It  is  llms  in  almost  all  the 
counties  of  England,  In  the  present  organization 
of  tlie  government  and  state  of  trade,  it  seems  ab- 
solutely necessary  that  something  should  be  done 
to  thin  the  population;  and  the  judg’es  pass  sen- 
tence of  death,  or  to  banish  a fellow  creature  for 
life,  with  as  little  ceremony  as  they  decide  common 
questions  at  law. 


Aifair  of  th(3  Chesapeake, 

At  a general  court  martial,  assembled  on  board  the 
United  States  slfip  the  Chesapeake,  in  the  har- 
bor of  Norfolk,  and  state  of  Virginia,  on  Monday 
the  fourth  day  of  January,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eight,  and 
continued  by  adjtsurument  from  day  to  day,  until 
Monday  the  eiglith  day  of  February  in  the  same 
year, 

pnr.RT.NT. 

Gapt.  John  Rodgers,  president. 

Captains  iVUliam  Bainhridge, 

Thigh  G.  CampIteU, 

Siephen  Decatur,  Jan. 
and  John  Sha-u>, 

Masters’  Commandants 

John  Smith,  yMcmbers. 

and  David  Porter, 

Lieuts.  Joseph  Tarbell, 

Jacob  Jones, 

James  Jjcixvrence,  and 
Charles  Inullmu, 

The  court,  pursuant  to  an  order  from  the  honora- 
ble Robert  Smith,  secretary  of  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  to  captain  John  Rodgers  directed, 
bearing  date  on  the  seventh  day  of  December,  in 
the  year  of  our  lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred 
and  seven,  proceeded  (as  therein  they  are  directed) 
to  try  James  Rarron,  esq.  a captain  in  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,  u.pon  the  charges  in  the  said  war- 


rant stated,  and  therein  preferred  against  him;  and 
having  heard  all  the  evidence,  and  the  prisoner’s 
defence,  and  very  maturely  and  thoroughly  consi- 
dered tlie  same,  gave  the  following 

OPINION: 

The  first  cliarge  stated  against  captain  Jamea 
Barron  in  the  warrant  of  the  hon.  secretary  of  the 
navy,  is  in  the  following  words: 

“For  negligently  performing  the  duty  assigned 
him,” 

“SrECIFICATIOX.” 

1st.  “In  that  he  did  not  visit  tlie  frigate  Chesa- 
peake, during  the  period  she  remained  in  Hamp- 
ton roads,  and  before  she  proceeded  to  sea,  as  often 
as  he  was  in  duty  bound  to  do.” 

2d.  “In  that  when  he  did  visit  her,  he  did  not,  as 
it  was  his  boundan  duty  to  do,  examine  particularly 
into  her  state  and  condition.” 

In  decidingupon  this  charge,  the  court  will  make 
the  following  statements — 1st.  It  appears  to  the 
court,  that  captain  James  Barron  did  visit  the  fri- 
gate Cliesapeake  tv\vce  during  the  period  she  re- 
mained in  Hampton  Roads,  and  before  she  proceed- 
ed to  sea,  tliat  is,  between  the  4th  and  21st  days  of 
June  last.  And  as  by  the  naval  regulations,  issued 
by  the  command  of  the  president  of  the  United 
States,  the  number  of  visits  wlficli  the  commander 
of  a squadron  is  directed  to  pay  to  the  ships  of  his 
squadron  or  division,  is  left  to  his  own  discretion, 
the  court  is  of  opinion  that  captain  Barron  was 
made  the  judge  of  this  subject  himself — and  seemg 
in  the  evidence  uo  reasons  existing’  at  that  time,  to 
question  tiie  proper  exercise  of  his  discretion,  in 
tins  respect  the  court  are  of  opinion  that  tliis  speci- 
fication is  not  proved. 

2d.  It  does  not  appear  tfi  tlie  court,  that  wiieu 
captain  James  Barron  did  \ isit  the  frigate  Cisesa- 
peake,  he  examined  particularly  into  her  state  and 
comlitiou.  But  as  it  has  been  clearlv  established 
by  the  evidence,  that  captain  James  Barron  during 
this  period  was  under  tiie  orders  of  the  honorable 
the  secretai-y  of  the  navy,  whereby  he  was  appoint- 
ed a commodore  or  commander  of  a squadron,  that 
by  other  onlers  dei'lved  from  the  same  source,  a 
master  and  commandant  had  been  appointed  toact 
as  captain  of  this  particular  ship,  under  tiie  said 
James  Barron  as  commodore,  and  that  this  acting 
captain  was  then  on  board  the  ship,  the  court  are 
of  opinion,  that  it  was  not  the  bounden  duty  of  com- 
modore Barron  to  examine  particularly  into  her 
state  and  condition,  and  therefore  that  this  second 
specification  is  not  proved. 

The  omission  to  visit  the  frigate  Chesapeake 
during  the  period  slieremained  in  Hampton  Roads, 
and  before  she  proceeded  to  sea,  as  often  as  he  was 
in  duly  bound  to  do,  and  the  omission  when  he  did 
visit  her,  to  examine  particularly  into  herstate  and 
condition,  being  the  oidy  circumstances  averred  in 
the  accusation  as  establishing  this  first  charge,  “for 
negligently  performing  the  duty  assigned  him;” 
and  tlie  court  being  of  opinion  that  he  did  visit  tJie 
frigate  Cheasapeake  as  often  as  he  was  in  duty 
bound  to  do,  and  that  it  was  not  his  bonndenduty 
to  examine  particularly  into  her  state  andcondition, 
when  he  did  visit  her,  must  of  coisrse  decide  tiiat 
captain  James  Barron  is  not  guilty  under  tliis  first 
charge,  as  limited  and  explained  by  these  specifica- 
tions. 

The  second  charge  against  captain  Barron  slated 
in  the  warrant  of  tiie  honorable  secretai’y  of  the  na- 
vy, is  in  these  words: 

“For  neglect,  on  the  probability  of  an  eng’age- 
mr-nt,  to  clear  his  shirr  for  action.” 
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“SPECIFICATION.’* 

1st.  “In  that  cenaiu  threats  on  the  part  of  some 
commander  of  a British  vessel  of  war,  that  he  would 
take  by  force, if  lie  could  not  otherwise  obtain  them, 
certain  men  from  on  board  the  frigate  Chesapeake 
and  that  such  threats  were  known  to  or  heard  by 
the  said  captain  James  Barron,  and  still  he  neglect- 
ed to  clear  his  sihp  for  action.” 

2d.  “In  that  there  were  various  indications  of  a 
hostile  disposition  towards  the  frigate  Chesapeake, 
exhibited  by  the  British  ship  of  war  the  Leopard, 
to  wit,  her  puUingto  sea  after  certain  signals  had 
been  seen  and  noticed  by  tlie  sauf  James  Barron, 
when  there  was  no  other  vessel  in  sight,  or  any 
other  abject  to  induce  her  to  go  to  sea  but  the  Che- 
sapeakej  the  ports  of  the  said  ship  Lfeopard  were 
triced  uj),  and  her  tompions Were  out  a considera- 
ble time  before  she  commenced  firing  upon  the 
Chesapeake;  and  still,  tliat,  notwithstanding  these 
suspicious  appearances,  which  were  seen  and  ob- 
served by  the  said  James  Barron,  he  neglected  to 
clear  his  ship  for  action.” 

3d.  “In  that  by  various  manoeuvres  which  are 
iset  forth  in  the  opinion  of  the  court  o!  enquiry  here- 
to annexed,  the  British  ship  of  war  Leopard  did 
manifest  an  intention  to  fire  upon  the  said  frigate 
Chesapeake,  and  still  that  the  said  James  Barron 
ifegiected  to  clear  his  ship  for  action.” 

4th.  “In  that  tiie  said  ship  Leopard  did  approach 
the  said  frigate  Ciiesapeake,  under  ali  the  appear- 
ances of  being  prepared  for  action,  and  still  the 
said  James  Barron  neglected  to  clear  his  ship*  for 
action.” 

5th.  “In  that  the  said  James  Barron  did  receive 
from  the  commanding  officer  of  the  Leopard,  a com- 
munication clearly  intimating  that,  if  certain  men 
were  not  delivered  up  to  him,  lie  should  proceed 
to  use  force,  and  still  the  said  Jamas  Barron  neglect- 
ed to  clear  his  ship  for  action.” 

6th.  “In  that  the  said  James  Barron  did  verily  be- 
lieve,  from  the  communication  he  received  from  the  ' 
Gommaiuling  officer  of  the  said  ship  Leopard,  that 
the  said  ship  would  fire  upon  the  said  frigate  Che- 
sapeake, or  take  by  force,  if  they  could  not  be 
obtained  by  otiier  means,  any  British  deserters  that 
could  be  tiKind  on  board  the  Chesapeake,  and  still 
the  said  James  Barron  neglected  to  clear  his  ship 
for  action.” 

In  deciding  upon  this  charge  the  court  will  make 
the  following  statement: 

1st.  It  does  not  appear  to  the  court,  that  any 
threats  were  ever  used  on  the  part  of  any  com- 
mander of  a Briiish  vessel  of  war,  that  he  would 
take  by  fort-e,  if  he  could  not  otherwise  obtain  them, 
certain  men  from  on  board  the  frigate  Chesapeake, 
(except  the  tlii'eats  which  may  be  considered  as 
contained  in  the  documents  hereafter  referred  to, 
and  which  constituted  the  subject  of  anot  her  speci- 
fication.)Of  cvHirse  it  does  not  appear  that  any  other 
threats  were  known  to  or  heard  by  captain  James 
Barron,  'i'he  court  must  thereibre  decide  that  this 
first  specification  is  not  proved 

2.  It  appears  to  tlie  court,  that  the  British  ship 
war,  the  Leopard,  did  put  to  sea  after  certain 
signals  had  been  seen  ami  noticed  by  capt.  James 
Barron.  Whether  any  other  vessel  was  then  in 
sight  of  her,  or  whetiier  she  then  had  any  other 
oi'j  'Cft  to  induce  lier  to  go  to  sea  but  the  Chesa- 
peake it  is  inipossiliL  from  the  nature  of  things 
that  this  court  can  now  decide,  nor  m it  necessary 
rnat  they  shoulft  decide. 

It  appears  to  the  court  also,  that  the  ])ovts  of 
the  sai(i  sii'p  Leopard  were  triced  up  a coiisidera- 
bk  time  before  siie  commeneed  firing  upon  the 


Chesapeake.  But  when  tiie  court  advert  s to  thd 
relations  between  Great  Britain  and  the  Cniied 
States  at  tnat  time,  to  the  situation  of  the  British 
squadron  which  iiad  been  lying  in  Chesapeake  bay 
lor  many  rnontlis  jirecedingthis,  and  to  tlie  state  of 
the  wind  and  weather  at  tiiis  period,  the  court  can- 
not consider  the  putting  to  sea  of  one  of  that  squad- 
ron, in  consequence  of  signals  made  to  her,  or  the 
triced  up  polls  of  a two  decker,  iu  warm  weather 
and  a smooth  sea,  as  indications  of  a hostile  dispo- 
sition towards  the  frigate  Chesapeake,  whether  any 
other  vessel  was  in  sight  at  that  time  or  not. 

What  was  the  probable  object  of  the  Leopard  in 
putting  to  sea,  the  history  of  that  day  enables  the 
court  now  to  conjecture  with  some  certainty.  But 
at  that  time,  and  m her  situation,  there  were  such 
a variety  of  innocent  objects  equally  probable  to 
be  then  heldin  view  by  her,  that  this  court  cannot 
impute  to  captain  BaiTon  any  blame  whatsoever  for 
not  divining  her  real  intentions  at  that  time 

It  appears  to  the  court  that  the  tompions  of  the 
Leo])ard  were  out  some  time  before  she  commenced 
firing  on  the  Chesapeake,  and  this  the  court  consi- 
ders as  an  indication  of  a hostile  disposition.  But 
it  appears  to  the  court  also,  from  the  evidence  upon 
tins  head, that  so  soon  as  captaiu  Barron  was  inform- 
ed  of  this  fact  he  ordered  his  men  to  quarters,  the 
court  are  of  opinion  that  no  part  of  this  second  spe- 
cification is  proved. 

Sd.  Tiiis  court  having  lieard  all  the  testimony  re- 
lative to  the  various  manouivres  of  the  Leopard 
after  she  put  to  sea,  must  form  its  opinion  from  the 
facts  established  by  this  testimony,  and  not  from 
the  opinion  of  the  court  of  enquiry,  on  wliichthey 
do  not  consider  themselves  bound  in  arty  manner 
to  decide.  Judging  of  these  manosuvres  from 
these  facts,  tlie  court  are  of  opinion,  that  there  were 
not  intentions  to  fire  upon  the  frigate  Chesapeake 
manifested  by  the  British  ship  of  war  Leopard,  at 
any  time  before  an  officer  of  the  Leopard  was  sent 
' on  board  tlie  Chesapeake;  and  therefore  that  this 
third  specification  is  not  proved. 

4th.  It  does  nofappear  to  the  court,  that  the  said 
ship  Leopard  did  approach  the  said  frigate  Chesa- 
peake, under  any  of  the  appearances  of  being 
prepared  for  the  action,  and  therefore  the  court 
are  of  opinion  that  this  fourth  specification  is  not 
proved. 

5th.  It  appears  to  the  court,  that  captain  Jame^ 
Barron  did  receive  from  the  commanding  officer  of 
the  Leopard,  a commuiiicatioa  clearly  intimating, 
that  if  certain  men  vvere  not  delivered  up  to  him 
he  should  proceed  to  use  force;  and  that  the  said 
James  Barron  yet  neglected  to  clear  his  ship  for 
action.  J'iie  court  are  therefore  of  opinion  that 
this  fifth  specification  is  fully  proved. 

6lh.  l i.  appears  to  tlie  court  fi-mn  part  of  the  com- 
munications of  captain  James  Barron,  to  the  honora- 
ble the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and  from  the  evi- 
dence of  tile  witnesses  with  whom  the  said  James 
Barron  conversed  upon  the  subject,  that  he  did  ve- 
rily believe,  from  tiie  communication  received  from 
the  commander  of  the  said  ship  Leopard,  that  he 
would  lake  by  force  if  they  could  not  to  be  obtained 
by  other  means,  any  British  deserters  that  could  be 
found  on  board  the  Chesapeake,  and  si  ill  that  the 
said  James  Barron  neglected  to  clear  his  ship  foi* 
action  J'lie  court  are  therefore  of  opinion  that 
this  sixth  specification  is  fully  proved. 

Fart  of  the  facts  specified  in  the  accusation  as  es- 
tabiisliing  this  s<-coiul  charge  being  thus  fully  prov- 
ed,  and  the  court  be’mg  of  opinion  that  the  facts  so 
proved  bluing  of  themselves  sufficient  to  support'his 
charge,  uecidc,  that  the  said  James  Barron  is  guilty 
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iindei  .Ins  second  charge,  “tor  neglc-ctmg,  on  the  thing  to  disapprove  or  censure, 
probability  of  an  engag'ement,  to  clear  his  sliip  therefocp  nf  nninion.  that  this  thir 


tor  action.  . • t « 

The  third  charge  against  captain  James  Barron, 
as  .stated  m the  warrant  of  the  honorable  the  se- 
cretary of  the  navy,  is  in  these  words,  asfoilows: 

“For  failing  to  encourage  in  his  own  person  his 
Inferior  officers  and  men  to  tight  courageously.’" 

“SPECIFICATION.” 

1st.  “In  that  he  did  not  on  the  first  moment  of  an 
indication  or  suspicious  appearance  of  a hostile  in- 
tent.on  on  the  part  of  the  ship  Leopard,  order  his 

men  to  quarters.”  _ 

2d.  “In  that  he  did  not,  after  he  was  satished 
that  an  attack  upon  his  ship  would  be  made,  use 
pruinpt  and  officer-hke  measures  to  prepare  his  ship 
for  battle.” 

3d.  ‘In  that,  wlien  he  did  order  his  men  to  quar- 
ters, he  did  not  order  them  as  became  an  officer  of 
the  American  navy.”  , ,, 

4th  “in  tiiat  he  ordered  that  the  drum  should 
desist  from  beating,  and  tiiat  the  men  siiould  be  got 
to  quarters  secretlv,  without  beat  of  drum. 

J.li.  “in  tiiat,  from  tie  manner  m which  he  or- 
dered his  men  to  quarters,  he  did  not  evince  a de- 
termination bravely  to  defend  his  ship.” 

6th.  “In  that  he  was  not  to  hts  suuon  during  the 
attack  aforesaid,  but  remained  a cowsiderable  time 
at  the  gangway  as  if  impionng  forbearance.” 

7tb.  “In  that  he  drew  his  men,  or  some  ot  them, 
from  their  guns,  to  lowering  down  a boat  or  boats 
to  send  on  board  the  attacking  siiip,  during  her  at- 
tack upon  him.” 

8th.  “In  that  he  ordered  his  first  lieutenant  from 
his  quarters  during  the  attack,  to  carry  a rne.s- 
iSage  on  board  of  the  Leopard,  at  tliai  time  firing 
iiipon  him.” 

9th.  “In  that  during  the  attack  he  used  language 
in  the  presence  of  his  men  caiculatedjto  disspirit 
them.” 

10th.' “In  that  during  the  attack  he  ordered  his 
men  to  keep  down,  that  they  would  be  cut  all  to 
pieces.” 

In  deciding  upon  this  charge  tlie  court  will  make 
the  following  statement; 

1st.  It  appears  to  the  court  that  captain  James 


1 he  court  are 
therefore  of  opinion,  that  this  third  specification  is 
not  proved. 

4tli.  It  appears  to  the  court,  that  captain  James 
Barron  did  order  that  his  men  should  be  got  to 
quarters  secretly,  and  without  beat  of  drum,  which 
did  begin  to  beat  notwithstanding  this  order,  and 
that  tliereupon  he  ordered  that  the  drum  should, 
desist  from  beating.  The  court  are  therefore  of 
opinion  that  this  fourth  specification  is  fully  proved. 

5th.  It  does  not  appear  to  the  court  that  from  the 
manner  in  which  captain  .Tames  Barron  ordered  his 
men  to  quarters,  he  did  not  evince  a determi- 
nation bravely  to  defend  his  ship.  T he  court  are 
of  opinion  that  this  fiflh  specification  is  not  proved. 

6th.  q'he  court  are  not  informed  of  any  particu- 
lar station  assigned  to  a commander  during  an  en- 
gagement. It  is  generally  coiisidered  that  the  most 
proper  place  for  him  is  on  the  upper  dec’r,  but  he  is 
at  liberty  to  go  and  ought  to  go  to  any  place  where 
his  presence  will  be  of  most  importance.  It  appears 
to  the  court,  that  captain  James  Barron,  never  did 
leave  his  upper  deck  during  the  attack,  and  the 
court  are  of  opinion  he  should  not  have  left  it.  It 
does  appear  to  the  court  that  he  remained  a consi- 
derable part  of  the  time  during'  the  attack  at  the 
gangway,  not  as  if  imploring  forbearance,  but  for 
necessary  and  proper  purposes.  The  court  are 
therefore  of  opinion  that  this  sixth  specification  is 
not  proved. 

7th.  It  does  not  appear  to  the  court,  that  capt. 
James  Barron  did  draw  any  of  his  men  from  their 
gunsto  lower  down  a boat  or  boats,  to  send  on  board 
the  attacking  ship,  during  her  attact  upon  him.  '."lie 
court  are  therefore  of  opinion,  tiiat  this  seventh 
specification  is  net  proved.  It  does  appear  to  the 
court  that  capt.  James  Barron  did  draw  some  of  his 
men  from  other  stations  for  this  purpose,  but  in 
this  the  court  sees  nothing  to  criminate  capt.  Bar- 
ron, even  if  it  were  admissible  to  do  so  under  this 
specification. 

8th.  It  does  not  appear  to  the  courti  that  capt. 
James  Barron  ordered  his  first  lieutenant  from  his 
quarters,  during  the  attack  to  carry  a message  on 
board  the  Leopard,  at  that  time  firingupon  him. — 
The  court  ^*e  therefore  of  opinion,  that  this  eighth. 


Ban  on,  the  first  moment  after  he'lcnew  of  an  indi-j  specification  is  not  proved.  As  the  decision  of  the 
cation  or  suspicious  appearance  of  a hostile  inten-  | court  upon  this  subject,  when  coupled  with  some 
tion  on  the  part  of  the  said  ship  Leopard,  that  is,  | part  of  the  evidence  exhibited  in  this  case,  prov- 
after  he  knew  her  tompions  were  put,  did  order  his  j ing  that  Mr.  Benjamin  Smith,  the  first  lieutenant, 
men  to  quarters.  The  court  are  Uierefore  of  opi-j  was  in  about,  may  perhaps  be  calculated  to  throw 
nion,  that  this  first  specification  is  not  proved.—-  f his  | some  imputation  upon  the  reputation  of  that  young 
‘ --  ’ officer,  who  is  now  dead,  the  court  take  this  occa- 

sion to  express  their  opinion,  that  he  does  not  me- 
rit any  such  imputation. 

9th.  It  does  not  appear  to  the  court,  that  capt  . 
James  Barron  did  use  any  language  in  the  presence 
of  his  men  calculated  to  disspirit  them.  The  court 
are  therefore  of  opinion,  that  this  ninth  specifica- 
tion is  not  proved. 

10th.  It  does  not  appear  to  the  Cfurt  by  satiii- 
factory  evidence,  that  during  the  attack,  capt. 
James  Barron  ordered  his  men  to  keep  down,  that 
they  w’oiild  all  be  cut  to  pieces.  'I'he  court  are 
therefore  of  opinion,  that  tlii.s  tenth  and  last  speci- 
fication is  not  proved.  The  court  are  satisfied  tiiat 
some  such  words  were  uttered,  but  are  also  satis- 
fied that  the  words  actually  used  were  of  very  dif- 
ferent import,  and  were  uttered  at  a time  when 
they  could  not  have  produceil  any  iniyiroper  efiect 
upon  the  crew. 

I'ire  only  twer  specifications  annexed  to  this- 
cliarge,  which  aits  proved,  are  uoi  such,  as  in  tke 
opinion  of  Uus  court  esiabfisU  the  propO£:'jon, 


first  specification  is  understood  Dy  the  court  to  ap 
ply  exclusively  to  the  appearances  exhibited  by  the 
Leop ard,and  not  to  the  letters  and  comm  u ivicalions  of 
her  commander  before  stated,  and  which  cojistitut.e 
the  subject  of  another  specification, 

2d.  It  appears  to  the  court,  that  after  capt.  James 
Barron  was  satisfied  tiiat  «lii  attack  upon  his  ship 
would  be  made,  that  is,  after  he  received  the  com- 
munication from  the  commander  of  the  Leopard 
above  stated,  he  did  not  immediately  use  any  mea- 
sures to  prepare  his  ship  for  battle.  The  court  are 
therefore  of  opinion,  that  this  second  specification 
is  fully  proved. 

It  appears  to  the  court,  that  when  capt.  James 
Barron  did  order  his  men  to  quarters,  he  ordered 
them  as  became  an  officer  of  the  navy,  the  or- 
ders given  upon  this  occasion  are  stated  in  the  next 
specification,  and  altbougli  not  such  as  are  most 
frequently  given,  yet  tiie  situation  of  his  .ship  at 
thai  lime  was  not  a common  one,  and  in  tlie  orders 
tliemseives  under  the  tlien  existing' circuTnstariccs, 
or  in  die  maiuie.f  oi’ giving  luc  court  see  no- 
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the  accused  “failed  to  encourag-e  in  liis  own  per- 
son his  inferior  ofhcers  and  men  to  lig  ht  courag-e- 
ously.”  His  not  using  immediate  measures  to  pre- 
pare liis  ship  for  battle  after  he  was  satisfied  an  at- 
tapk  upon  lier  would  be  made,  was  certainly  great 
neglect  of  duty,  but  this  does  not  support  any 
charge  against  the  personal  spirit  of  capt.  Bimron. 
His  ordering  tliat  his  men  sliould  be  got  to  c[uar- 
ters  secretly,  without  beat  of  drum,  and  ordering 
the  drum  to  desist  from  beating  when  it  began  to 
b^at  contrary  to  his  orders,  so  far  from  proving  him 
deficient  in  courage, are  considered  by  the  court  as 
strong  evidences  ox  his  coolness  and  reflection  at 
tluit  moment.  Indeed  it  would  require  very  strong 
evidences  to  satisfy  this  court,  that  an  officer  who 
exposed  himself  at  an  open  gangway,  finder  a hea- 
vy and  dose  fire,  who  being  wounded  still  remain- 
ed on  his  deck  during  the  whole  attack,  givinghis 
orders  coolly  and  distinctly,  and  who  neither,  by 
liis  wordsjor  actions,  discouraged  his  crew  or  any 
part  of  it,  could  be  guilty  of  this  charge.  Such  the 
court  are  satisfied  was  captain  James  Barron’s  con- 
duct and  situation  and  however  they  may  think 
of  his  activity  or  judgment,  they  feel  themselves 
bound  to  declare  that  he  is  not  guilty  under  this 
third  charge,  “for  failing  to  encourhge  in  his  own 
person  Ins  inferror  officers  and  men  to  fight  coura- 
geously,” 

'Hie  fourth  and  last  charge  stated  in  the  warrant 
oftiie  honorable  seci  etary  of  the  navy  against  capt. 
James  Barron  is  in  these  words;* 

‘SPECIFICATION.” 

1st.  “In  that  the  said  ship  Leopard  did  fire  upon 
tire  said  frigate  Cliesapeake,  and  the  said  James 
Barron  did  fWl  suitably  to  repel  said  attack.” 

2d.  “In  that  the  said  frigate  Chesapeake  was,  by 
order  of  tiie  said  James  Barron,  surrendered  to  the 
said  ship  Leopard,  at  a time  when  the  injuries  sus- 
tained, either  on  the  frigate  or  her  crew,  did  not 
make  such  surrender  then  necessary.” 

3d.  “In  that  the  flag  of  the  said  frigate  Chesa- 
peake waskby  order  ofthe  said  James  Barron  struck 
to  the  saidsliip  Leopard,  when  the  guns  of  the  said 
frigate  Chesapeake  were  loaded.” 

4th.  “In  that  tlie  flag  of  the  said  frigate  Chesa- 
peake was  by  order  oftlie  said  James  Barron, struck 
to  tlie  said  ship  Leopard,  at  a time  wlien  the  main 
deck  battery  of  the  said  frigate  Chesapeake  was  in 
a situation  vdiicli  would  have  enabled  the  return  of 
a broadside  in  a very  short  time.” 

5th.  “In  that  the  flag  ofthe  said  frigate  Chesa- 
peake was  by  order  ofthe  said  James  Bamm  struck 
to  tlie  said  ship  Leopard,  witliout  the  said  Janies 
Barron’s  having-  consulted  any  of  his  ofiicers,  as  to 
whether  the  flag  ought  to  be  struck  or  net.” 

6th.  “In  that  the  flag-  of  the  said  frigate  Chesa- 
peake wa.s  by  order  oftlie  said  James  Barron  struck 
to  the  said  ship  Leopard,  before  a single  gun  of  any 
kind  was  tired  from  tlie  said,  frigate  Cliesapeake.” 
In  deciding  upon  this  charge  the  court  will  make 
the  following  statements; 

1st.  It  apipcars  to  the  court,  that  the  said  ship 
Lenp-.ivd  did  fire  upon  tiiesaid  frigate  Chesapeake, 
and  ‘hat  her  attack  was  not  suitably  repelled.  'I'he 
court  are  therefore  of  opinion  tii.at  this  first  speci- 
fication is  fully  ])roved. 

2d.  it  appears  to  the  court,  that  the  flag  of  the 
said  frigate  Chesapeake  was,  by  yirder  of  the  said 

*1)1  the  paper  from  tvhich  ive  copied,  this  charge  is 
omitted,  tve  believe  it  to  be  as  follows  : 

“For  not  doing  ins  utmost  to  take  or  destroy  the 
jLeopurd,  which  vessel  it  was  his  duty  to  encoun- 
ter.” 


James  Barron  struck  to  the  said  ship  Leopard,  at  a 
time  when  the  injuries  sustained  either  on  the  said 
frigate  or  crew  did  not  make  such  surrender  then 
necessary  The  court  are  therefore  of  opinion  that 
this  second  specification  is  fully  proved, 

3d,^  It  appears  to  the  court,  that  the  flag  of  the 
said  frig;ite  Chesapeake  was  by  order  of  the  said 
James  Barron  struck  to  the  said  ship  Leojiard; 
when  the  guns  ofthe  said  frigate  were  all  loaded.— 
I’he  court  are  tiierefore  of  opinion  that  this  tiiird 
specificiition  is  fully  proved. 

4th.  It  does  not  appear  to  the  court,  that  the 
main  deck  battery  ofthe  said  ship  Chesapeake  was 
in  a situation  which  would  have  enabled  the  return 
of  a broadside  in  a very  short  time  after  her  flag 
was  struck  by  order  of  the  said  James  Barron  to 
the  said  ship  Leopard.  The  court  are  therefore 
of  opinion  that  this  fourth  specification  is  not  prov- 
ed. 

5th.  It  appears  to  the  court,  that  the  flag  of  the 
said  frigate  Chesapeake  was  by  order  of  the  said 
James  Barron  struck  to  the  saidsliip  Leopard,  with- 
out tile  said  James  Baiwon’s  having  consulted  any 
of  his  officers,  a,s  to  whether  the  flag  ought  to  be 
struck  or  not.  The  court  are  therefore  of  opinion 
that  this  fifth  specification  is  fully  proved. 

6th.  It  appears  to  the  court,  tliat  the  flag  of  the 
said  frigate  Chesapeake  was  by  order  of  the  said 
James  Barron  struck  to  the  said  ship  Leopard,  be- 
fore a single  gun  of  any  kind  was  fired  from  the 
said  frigate  Chesapeake,  The  court  are  therefore 
of  opinion  that  this  sixth  and  last  specification  is 
fully  proved. 

Although  all  the  specifications  annexed  to  this 
charge  (one  only  excepted)  are  fully  proved,  yet 
the  court  are  of  opinion  that  those  which  are  prov- 
ed do  not  support,  the  charge  to  which  they  are 
annexed.  J'he  attack  ofthe  Leopard  was  not  suita- 
bly repelled  by  the  Cliesapeake,  because  it  appears 
to  the  court  that,  circumstanced  as  the  two  ships 
then  were,  boarding-  the  Leopard  would  have  been 
impracticable;  and  of  course  no  other  means  of  re- 
pelling her  attack  remained  but  in  the  use  ofthe 
Chesapeake’s  guns.  That  all  these  were  loaded, 
and  not  one  of  them  fired  before  the  flag  ofthe 
Chesapeake  was  struck  is  almost  certain.  But  yet 
it  appears  to  the  court,  that  captain  Barron  and  the 
officers  commanding  dndsions,  did  every  thing 
which  they  could  do  to  get  them  fired,  and  tliatthe 
colours  were  not  struck  until  all  reasonable  h.ope  of 
succeeding  in  properly  repelling  the  attack  in  this 
way  was  lost.  The  injuries  sustained  either  in  the 
Chesapeake  or  her  crew,  did  not  at  that  time  make 
her  surrender  necessary.  Capt.  Barron  might  have 
waited  until  she  had  received  many  more  and  grea- 
ter injuries,  had  lost  the  lives  and  services  of  many 
more  of  her  crew,  before  he  could  have  been  com- 
pelled by  these  causes  to  have  struck  his>  flag.  But 
during  this  interval  of  certain  injury,  he  could  have 
liadno  reasonable  hope,  even  after  he  liad  sustain- 
ed it,  of  doing  any  thing  to  the  annoyance  of  Ids  ad- 
versary.— And  in  such  a situation  he  stands  justified 
in  the  opinion  of  the  court  in  striking  his  flag  without 
consulting  his  officers,  and  is  a circumstance  which 
this  court  consider  of  no  consequence.  It  is  not 
the  duty  of  a commander  under  any  circumstances, 
and  in  the  situation  in  which  captain  Barron  then 
was  it  would  have  been  highly  improper,  to  con- 
sult his  inferior  officers  as  to  the  propriety  of  haul- 
i ;g  down  his  colours.  It  is  the  opinion  of  the  court 
therefore,  that  captain  James  Barron  is  not  gnilty 
under  this  fourth  and  last  charge,  “for  not  doing  his 
utmost  to  take  or  destroy  the  Leopard,  which  ves- 
sel it  was  his  duty  to  encounter,”  as  this  charge  is 


NILES’  REGISTER— MAY  6,  1820— FOREIGN  ARTICLES.  175 


and  riig'iiily  swear  in  new  associates.  They  li.ive 
had  some  rencontres  with  the  troops,  in  all  wlilch 


explained  and  limited  by  the  specifications  annexed 
to  it. 

In  g-ivlng-  these  opinions  it  will  be  perceived  that 
tl'.e  court  have  felt  themselves  bound  to  consider 
the  several  charges  preferi*.  cl  as  explained  and  li- 
mited by  tlie  specifications  annexed  to  them  re- 
spectively. The  op’.nion  of  the  court,  therefore, 
upon  those  charges  of  which  they  have  aceptitted 
the  acoused,  is  to  be  considered  in  no  other  way, 
than  that  he  is  not  guilty  under  these  charges  as  so 
explained  and  limited.  No  transposition  of  the 
specifications,  or  any  other  modification  of  tlie 
charges  themselves,  would  alter  the  opinion  of  the 
court  as  to  the  firmness  and  courage  of  the  accus- 
ed. The  evidence  upon  this  heatl  is  clear  and  sa- 
tisfactory. 

The  court  having  agreed  in  the  preceding  opi- 
nions, that  captain  James  Barron,  although  not 
guilty  ofthree  of  the  charges  prefeiTed  against  him, 
is  nevertheless  guilty  under  that  wherein  he  is  ac- 
cused “for  neglecting  on  the  probability  of  an  en- 
gagement to  clear  his  ship  for  action,”  do  furtlier 
agree,  that  the  said  capt.  James  Barron,  being  guil- 
ty of  this  charge,  falls  under  part  of  the  fourth  ar- 
ticle of  the  rules  and  regulations  for  the  govern- 
ment of  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  adopted  by 
act  of  the  congress  of  the  United  States,  passed  on 
the  twent}^-third  day  ofA^ril,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred,  an<:’  entitled  “An 
act  for  the  better  govermnent  of  the  navy  of  the 
United  States,”  and  they  do  adjudge  and  sentence 
the  said  captain  James  Barron  to  be  suspended  ivoxn 
all  command  in  the  navy  of  the  United  States,  and 
this  without  pay  or  official  emoluments,  of  an} 
kind,  for  the  period  and  term  Jive  years  from  this 
eighth  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one 
thousand  eig'ht  hundred  and  eight. 

JOHN' RODGERS, 

WM.  BAIN  BRIDGE, 

HUG!;  G.  CAMPBELL, 

S J’EFHEN  DECATUR,  jua, 
JOHN  SHAW, 

JOHN  SMITH, 

D.  POR  l ER, 

JOS.  PARBELL, 

J.  JONES, 

JAS.  LAWRENCE, 

C HA  REES  L U DLO  W. 

Ltttk.  W.  T KZV.'wie.'Li.,  judge  advocate. 

The  above  sentence  was  confirmed  by  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  states. 


Foreign  Articles. 

6UEAT  BUITAIX  AXI)  niELAXD, 

London  dates  of  JVIarch  13. 

The  elections  for  members  of  parliament  were 
going  on  briskly.  Sir  F.  Burdett  and  M,  Hobhouse 
are  elected  from  Westminster.  Cobbeit  was  mak- 
ing  an  attempt  to  be  elected  from  Coventry,  but 
was  na  “miserable  minority”  on  tlie4tli  day.  At 
Carlisle,  the  miiilary  had  been  called  in  to  jirotect 
the  ministerial  candidates  from  the  fury  of  the  “radi- 
cals.” 

Several  of  the  European  courts  have  gone  into 
mourning  for  six  weeks,  on  account  of  the  de- 
cease of  George  the  3d.  ' 

'I  wo  or  tliree  other  persons,  supposed  to  have 
been  concerned  in  the  late  conspiracy,  have  been 
arrested. 

I'he  state  of  Ireland  becomes  more  and  more  a- 
larming — 5000  additional  troops  were  marching  for 
Galway;  the  vvliole  county  of  Clare  was  under  pi  o 
clamatioii.  The  ribamlmen  are  in  military  array, 


they  have  been  worsted. 

The  highlanders,  in  Ross-shire,  are  in  a state  of 
insurrection.  The  sheriff  deputy  of  the  county 
says  it  will  require  500  men  more,  and  3 pieces  of 
cannon,  to  quell  the  commotion.  At  Glasgow,  also, 
there  had  been  some  atrocious  attacks  upon  the 
working  peo])je,  at  certain  manufactories.  he  ri- 
oters ajipear  to  be  pia  tt}  well  armed  with  mus- 
kets  and  pikes.  hey  do  not  seem  to  have  any 
political  object.  At  Colerain,  a sheriff,  with  50 
specialconstables  and  a party  of  militia,  went  to  warn 
the  tenants  to  leave  some  farms  in  the  neighbor- 
hood— the  people  were  driven  to  madness  at  being 
forcibly  dispi  ssessed  of  their  homes,  and  resisted— r 
a fight  ensued;  10  of  the  sheriff’s  party  were  wound- 
ed and  he  was  compelled  to  retire. 

To  be  in  possession  of  s gun,  except  the  posses- 
sor is  a known  loyalist,  subjects  a man  to  the 
suspicion  of  being  a traitor  in  England! 

Mr.  Cobbett  has  addressed  circulars  to  seventy 
persons,  soliciting  earii  of  them  to  give  liim  ten 
pounds,  to  support  his  election  at  Coventry;  say- 
ing’, he  can  do  great  things  if  made  a member  of 
parliament! 

The  new  king  had  been  restored  to  his  usual 
health.  A proposition  was  said  to  be  Before  the 
cabinet  for  settling  on  George  IV.  the  hereditary 
revenues  of  the  crown,  with  the  droits,  exceeding', 
1,600,000/  sterling,  or  upwards  of  six  millions  of 
do  hirs\  This  is  a neat  little  sum  to  pay  for  the  ho- 
nor of  having  a king! 

Benjamin  West,  Esq.  the  most  distinguished  his- 
torical painter  of  the  age,  died  at  London  on  the 
10th  of  March,  in  the  82nd  year  of  his  age.  He 
was  a nati--e  of  Pennsylvania,  and  though  so  long 
absent,  always  had  much  afl'ection  for  his  native 
land. 

FRAXCE. 

It  has  been  announced  in  the  chamber  of  depu- 
ties,that  France  hss  her  “radicals,”  and  that  in  some 
of  the  departments  the  “most  execrable  joy” 
prevailed,  when  the  assassination  of  the  duke  of 
Berri  was  known. 

In  tlie  chamber  of  peers,  a petition  was  read 
from  the  mayor  of  Bezieres,  praying  the  chamber 
to  address  the  king,  that  he  might  induce  his  bro- 
ther, the  count  d’ Artois,  to  form  a matrimonial  al- 
liance, in  the  iippe  of  giving  heirs  in  the  direct 
line  to  tile  house  of  Bourbon! 

A private  letter  says  - Tlie  assassin  Louvel  is 
completely  eased  in  iron;  he  is  fastened  by  the  legs, 
thlg’hs,  body,  elbows  and  wrists,  with  an  iron  col- 
lar or  g’ug’,  that  completely  prevents  him  from  mov- 
ing his  head  forward.  fie  is  cliained  to  a wall  by 
iron  bolts  and  locks,  and  only  permitted  to  sleep  a 
few  moments  at  a time,  so  as  just  enough  to  pre- 
vent nature  from  expiring! 

The  Moniteur  contains  a royal  ordoiinance  call- 
ing out  40,000  men,  from  the  class  of  1S19, 

.dgneuiture.  The  5^,oniteur  contains  a very  long 
report  by  Decaze,  uliich  is  pubiislied,  as  having 
been  approved  of  by  the  king,  on  the  state  of  agri- 
culture in  France.  It  appears  from  tliis  document, 
that  the  fostering'  care  of  tlie  government  is  steadi- 
ly, and  in  most  instances  successfully,  exercised 
in  promoting  every  branch  of  cultivation  adapted 
to  the  French  soil  and  climate.  One  branch,  tliat 
of  the  culture  of  the  beet  root,  which  it  was  sup. 
posed  would  have  languished  on  the  restoration  of 
the  sugar  colonies,  is  sta.ted  to  be  gradually  but 
firmly  extendingitself,  and  its  encouragement  is  re  - 
commended to  the  government,  among  othec  con 
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wdei’atious,  on  the  Special  g'round  on  which  it  was 
tn-ig'inally  Introiincecl,  that  of  rendering- l-’rance  in- 
dependent oi‘  forcig-n  supplies  of  sugar  ui  a period 
«jfwar.  IL  is  affirmed,  tiiat  those  wlio  manufacture 
sugar  from  beet-root  raised  on  their  own  farms,  re- 
uliise  a profit  of  25  per  cent;  and  upon  the  supposi- 
tion that  a quantity  were  raised  adequate  to  supply 
the  total  consumption  of  sug'ar  in  France,  it  is  said 
that  the  refuse  of  the  beet  root  would  of  itself  suf- 
fice to  fatten  for  the  market  annually  120,000  head 
«)f  cattle,  d'here  are  now  about  20  beet-root  sugar 
refineries  in  full  activity. 

srAix. 

It  appears  that  all  the  North  Americans  captured 
on  board  of  patriot  privateers,  and  confined  in 
8'pain,  have  been  set  at  liberty,  in  consequence  of 
tlie  general  amnesty  pioclairneti  by  tiie  king.  :^ome 
«)f  tiieiq  have  beep  dungeoned  more  than  three 
years. 

From  the  Franklin  frare.-Ze.-- Extract  of  a letter 
to  the  editors,  dated  Madrid,  March  7 . — “1  send 
you  at  ha/.ard,  by  way  of  Gibraltar,  a gazette  ex- 
traoidui>.r},  published 'this  afternoon  by  this  go 
’vcriiment,  T|ie  determination  to  call  the  cortes  has 
been  produced  by  he  revolution  in  Gallicia,  the- 
disturbance.s  iit  Murcia,  and  other  movements.  A 
part  of  the  army  at  Qcqna  have  sworn  to  the  con- 
©uUition.  Toe  regiment,  Imperial  Alexander, epm- 
pianded  by  Jllexan(Jer  O'’ JJonnel,  is  a part  of  the 
Jorce,  and  tlje  count  Ahisbal  left  Aladnd  on  Thurs- 
day night,  secretly,  tq  join  tliem.  Lust  iiig’ht  t!ie 
puti  Dies  of  the  city  and  the  guards  at  the  palace 
■were  doubled,  ’i'lie  infante  Don  Garlos,  and  some 
dfthe  heads  of  the  government,  attended  by  8Q0 
ineii,  were  stationed  in  the  Major,  and  all  the 

disposable  force  of  the  king  have  slept  upon  their 
urms,  'i'he  cause  of  these  precautions  was  the  be- 
lief that  the  stone  of  tlie  constitution  was  to  be 
rinsed  during  die  nigiit,  or  earl}^  this  morning.  The 
government  was  informed  by  a lapidary,  that  lie 
had  prepared  a stone  by  t}ie  directions  of  some 
five  or  six  unknown  persons,  whp  compelled  him, 
after  it  was  made,  tq  inscribe  uppn  it  some  appro- 
priate words.  The  persons,  after  the  work  was  ex- 
ecuted, paid  for  it  and  carried  it  away.  Diligent 
uearch  has  been  made  to  di-scover  them,  hut  with- 
put  effect. 

We  are  in  the  midst  of  affairs  here,  and  expect 
to  see  or  hearsomething^na  sliort  time  interesting, 
if  not  terrible.  Vhe  opmion  prevails  that  the  king 
must  subscribe  the  constitution  of  1812.  Nothing 
^iiort  of  that  will  satisfy  the  mass  qf  tiie  army  and 
(of  the  nation.^’ 

Gazette  ExyraorcUnary  of  J^Tadrid,  March  9,  1820. 

Don  Ferdinand  YIL  king,  by  the  grace  of  God 
and  the  constitution  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  has 
•published  the  following  decree: 

Having,  in  my  decree  of  the  7th  inst.  stated  my 
uctermination  to  swear  to  tlie , constitution  promul- 
gated in  Cadiz  by  the  general  and  extraordinary 
rortea  in  the  year  1812, 1 have  just  sworn  to  the  same 
^1  a provisional  composed  of  persons  posses- 

sing the  conhdence  of  the  city,  until,  in  the  cartes 
whicli  1 have  made  arrangements  for  assembling- 
with  reference  to  the  said  constitution,  the  same 
oath  may  be  solemnly  repeated,  in  the  manner 
•\vhich  that  body  may  deem  proper.  The  indivi- 
duals composing  this  _;h;n’a,  are  the  reverend  father 
in  Christ,  qardinal  de  Bourbon,  Arclibisliop  of 'J'olc- 
<do,  president;  lieutenant  general  llallesi  eros,  vice 
president;  tlie  reverend  bishoj)  of  'Nhiladoliti;  Don 
Alanul  I.urdizabal;  Don  iMateo  Valclemoros;  Don 
t'incente  Sancliq,  ciilonel  of  engineers;  count  I’a- 
uoado;  D,  Francisco  Cresjio  de  I'ejada;  D.  Bernar- 


do Tarrius;  and  clou  Ignacio  Pezuella.  All  acts 
done  by  government  will  be  in  result  of  consulta- 
tion with  this  junta,  and  will  be  published  with  it^ 
consent.  Let  the  same  be  made  known  and  every 
where  promptly  and  immediately  publi^^hetl  through- 
out the  whole  kingdom.  Signed  and  certified  at 
the  palace,  the  9th  xMarch,  1820. 

Joseph  Garcia  de  la  Torre. 

The  following  order  has  been  transmitted  to  the 
captain  generals  of  the  respective  provinces: 

The  secretary  of  state  has  transmitted  me  the 
following  order  of  the  date  of  this  day:  His  majes- 
ty has  determined  immediately  to  set  at  liberty  all 
persons  imprisoned,  or  detained,  on  account  oftheip 
political  opinions,  in  whatsoever  part  of  the  king- 
dom they  may  now  be;  tliey  are  at  liberty  to  return 
to  their  homes,  as  also  tiiose  who,  forthesame  cause, 
may  be  at  prese'at  out  of  the  kingdom.  Let  thi.s 
determination  be  made  known  to  all  tiic  captain 
generals.  Ad  whicli  I transmit  to  your  excellency 
fo--  yoiu’  governance,  and  with  a view  to  its  publica- 
tion and  execution.  God  preserve  your  excellency 
many  years. 

Madrid,  March  8, 1820. 

GKIOIAXT. 

Frankfort,  f Oder.)  Feb.  24.  The  grand  duke  qf 
Mecldenberg-,  and  the  duke  of  Mechlenberg  Str.e- 
iitz,  have  p-roclaimed  the  suppression  of  personal 
servitude.  The  6th  of  January  the  same  benefit 
v/as  granted  to  the  peasants  of  the  Island  of  Oesceh 
The  ceremony  of  emancipation  was  preceded  by 
diyiiie service;  all  the  constituted  authorities  were 
jpined  tq  the  deputips  of  the  peasants,  d'lie  mar-: 
shal  of  the  province  delivered  a discourse,  in  which 
we  remarked  tiie  following  passage:  “All  men  arq 
born  free,  the  laws  alone  can  restrain  the  use  of 
their  liberty,  arbitrary  power  must  disappear,  and 
in  future  it  will  be  ho  merit  not  to  have  been  a ty- 
rant. 

“'fhisi^  the  wish  of  Alexander,  [thegrand  duke] 
our  well  beloved  sovereign;  this  is  demanded  by  the 
spirit  of  the  age,  that  all  powerful  voice,  which  al- 
ways makes  itself  heard.  The  day  has  arrived, 
wlien  servitude  is  to  be  forever  abolished,  and 
when  the  first  rights  of  humanity  are  to  be  ren- 
dered to  the  men  whose  labor  and  svveat  procure 
for  us  the  first  necessaries  of  life.^* 

WKST  ixniEs. 

The  news  of  the  revolution  in  Spain  was  rpeeiv- 
ed  witii  rapture  in  Cuba.  All  the  bells  were  set. to 
ringing  at  Havana — the  people  filled  the  streets 
shouting  “viva  la  constitution,”  and  tiie  soldier.s 
joined  them.  The  governor  and  his  aids  mixed 
with  the  crowds  and  were  almost  crushed  to  death, 
says  the  account,  by  the  pressure  of  the  populace 
about  them.  Pipes  of  wine,  and  other  good  things 
were  freely  distributed  to  the  soldiers  and  the  peo- 
ple, and  a general  jubilee  was  observed. 

It  appears  that  tlie  governor  at  first  hesitated — 
but  the  soldiers  drew  up  in  tlie  public  square  and 
compelled  him  to  proclaim  tlie  constitution,  to 
whicli  he  took  the  oath.  He  was  pre.sident  of  the 
court  martial  tliat  sentenced  gen.  Lacey  to  death,  for 
no  other  c7noje  than  that  of  being  attached  to  the 
constitution. 

By  tiie  late  change  in  Spain,  our  fears  of  the 
transfer  of  this  invaluable  isiandare  allayed.  '1  lie 
cortes  will  not  surrencier  its  sovereignty;  and,  with 
the  present  disposition  of  its  inhabitants,  the  na-: 
tare  of  their  climate  and  means  of  defence,  it  will 
not  be  an  easy  matter  to  take  it  by  force. 

Mr  Arrnund,  the  director  of  the  theatre  at  Trini- 
dad, has  been  (lepriyed  of  his  license  for.  ten  davf^ 
by  the  board  ofeabduo  of  that  island,  and  sentcucyq 
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to  a fine  of  fifty  dollars,  for  having*  inserted  in  his 
play-bilisthaL  a place  in  tlie  theatre  was  provided 
/or  the  reception  of  slaves. — Intigna  Register. 

SOUl'U  AMKRICA. 

The  Norfolk  Herald  says — We  have  received 
information,  the  authenticity  of  which  cannot  be 
questioned,  that  ^Hhe  provisional  government  of  the 
consdiiitionalists,  at  Isla,  the  head  quarters., J have 
in  their  Gazette^  formally  acknowledged  the  indepen- 
dence of  South  fJpnericad* 


CONGRESS. 

JN  SENATK. 

Jlpiil2S.  Mr.  Roberts  presented  to  the  senate 
the  memorial  of  the  chamber  of  commerce  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia,  against  an  increase  of  the  du- 
ties on  imports,  as  proposed  by  the  biil  before  con- 
gress; which  was  read  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 

Tiie  bill  authorising  an  allowance  to  J.  11.  Tim- 
herlake,  a purser  in  the  navy,  for  losses  sustained 
b}  bun,  by  the  desertion  of  some  of  the  crew  of 
the  frigate  United  States,  was  taken  up;  and,  af- 
ter a discussion  of  the  circumstances  and  merits  of 
the  case,  which  continued  more  than  an  hour,  the 
question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill  to  a third 
reading  and  negatived. 

So  the  bill  was  rejected. 

The  bill  concerning  the  banks  of  the  District  of 
Columbia,  being  the  substitute  adopted  by  the  se- 
nate for  the  bill  from  the  other  house,  was  read 
the  third  time  and  passed  by  the  following  vote: 

* Yeas — Messrs.  Barbour,  Eaton,  Elliot,  Gaillard, 
Horsey,  .lohnson,  of  Lou.  King,  of  Alabama,  King, 
ofN.  Y.  Lanman,  Leake,  Lloyd,  Otis,  Pleasants, 
Smith,  Stokes,  Thomas,  Walker,  of  Alabama,  Wal- 
ker, of  Geo.  Wilson. — 19. 

Nats  Messrs,  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  John- 
son, of  Ken.  Lowrie,  Macon,  Melien,  Morril,  Noble, 
Palmer,  Parrott,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanferd,  Trim- 
ble, Van  Dyke,— 16. 

And  the  amendment  was  sent  to  the  other  house 
for  concurrence. 

The  rest  of  this  day  was  chiefly  spent  on  private 
claims  and  bills. 

May  1.  Mr.  Pleasants  submitted  the  following  re- 
solution for  consideration; 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  with 
the  assistance  of  tlie  comtnissioners  of  the  navy 
board,  be  requested  to  cause  t©  be  revised  the 
rules,  regulations,  and  instructions  for  the  naval 
service,  prepared  and  reported  under  the  authori- 
ty of  an  act  of  congress  of  the  7th  of  February,  1815, 
and  that  the  same  be  reported  to  the  senate  during 
the  first  week  of  the  next  session,  in  order  that  le- 
gal provision  may  be  made  for  caimying  into  eflect 
such  of  them  as  may  be  considered  necessary,  and 
which  have  been  found  to  be  »t  variance  with  ex- 
isting laws.  [Agreed  to,  next  day.] 

The  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on  imports,  and 
for  other  purposes,  was  received  from  the  house  of 
representatives,  and  twice  read  by  general  con.sent; 
and,  after  some  conversation  as  to  the  disposition 
of  the  bill,  it  was  referred  to  the  committee  of  com- 
merce and  manufactures. 

Several  private  bills  were  considered  and  passed, 
or  otherwise  disposed  of. 

The  senate  then  went  into  the  consideration  of 
executive  business,  (winch  occupied  them  a great 
part  of  the  day.)  After  which 

The  senate  adjourned. 

Mnyf2.  Qn  motion  of  Mr.  Dickerson,  it  was  or- 
dered that  the  committee  of  commerce  am!  manu- 
|kctures.,  (to  which  hud  been  referred  the  tariff 


bill,)  have  leave  to  sit  this  day  during  the  sittin  g 
of  the  senate. 

Mr.  Trimble,  of  Ohio,  laid  upon  the  table  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions: 

1.  Resolved,  'Hiat  the  secretary  of  war  cause  to 
be  prepared  and  laid  before  the  senate,  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  next  session  of  congress,  a plan 
for  employing  the  army  in  making  a minute  aiid  ac- 
curate survey  of  the  inland  frontier  of  the  United 
States,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  additional 
expense  which  may  be  annually  required  for  that 
object. 

2.  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  cause 
to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  the  senate,  at  tlie 
commencement  of  the  next  session  of  congress,  a 
plan  for  employing  the  navy  in  completing  a mi- 
nute and  accurate  survey  of  the  coast  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  together  with  an  estimate  of  the  addi- 
tional expenses  which  may  be  annually  required 
for  that  object, 

3.  Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  treasury 
cause  to  be  prepared  and  laid  before  the  senate,  at' 
the  commencement  of  the  next  session  oi  congress, 
a statement  of  the  money  which  has-been  annually 
appropriated  and  paid,  since  the  year  1775,  for 
surveying  the  sea  coast,  bays,  inlets,  harbors  and 
shoals,  and  for  erectiiig,  supplying  and  keeping 
in  repair,  light-houses,  beacons  and  buoys,  and  for 
the  purchase  of  the  ground  upon  which  the  same 
may  have  been  erected. 

Mr.  Roberts  presented  tlie  memorial  of  sundry 
merchants  of  Philadelphia,  against  an  increase  of 
the  duties  on  imports. 

The  bill  from  the  other  house,  to  “prevent  the^ 
commanders  and  other  officers  in  the  naval  service 
of  the  United  States,  from  accepting  of  any  pre- 
sent, or  emolument  of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any 
king,  prince,  or  foreign  slate,  and  for  other  pur- 
poses,” was  twice  read  by  general  consent,  atid  re- 
ferred to  the  naval  coinimttee. 

After  attending*  to  several  other  private  bills — 

The  bill  for  the  relief  of  Louis.  Joseph  de  Beau- 
lieu (a  captain  in  Pulaski’s  legion  in  the  revolu- 
tionary war,  praying  to  be  placed  on  the  pension  list 
under  the  act  of  March,  18l  8)  was  taken  up  m com- 
mittee of  the  whole.  The  bill  was  so  amended  as 
to  require  the  petitioner  to  relinquish  any  other 
I pension  which  he  may  now  receive  from  the  United 
States;  and. 

On  the  question  of  ordering  the  bill  to  a third 
reading,  it  was  decided  in  the  negative,  by  yeas 
and  nays— ayes  15,  noes  17;  so  the  bill  was  rejected/ 
and. 

After  the  consideration  of  executive  business, 

’i'he  senate  adjourned. 

May  3.  Various  reports  were  received — among 
which,  Mr.  Rang,  of  N.  Y.  from  the  committee  on 
roads  and  canals,  reported  a bill  to  lay  out  the  route 
and  prepare  the  plan  of  a canal,  estimates  of  ex- 
pense, &c.  from  Lake  Erie  to  the  navigable  waters 
of  the  Ohio,  (from  the  waters  of  Sandusky  to  those 
of  Scioto;)  which  bill  was  twice  read  by  general 
consent,  and  referred. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Lhyd,  the  senate  took  lip  the 
bill  for  the  relief  of  the  widow  of  John  Heaps,  (the 
mail  carrier,  who  was  recently  murdered,)  and  it 
was  ordered  to  a third  reading,  nerr..  con. 

The  senate  next  proceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  report  of  the  committee  on  roads  and  canals, 
on  the  bill  concerning  the  road  from  Wheeling  to 
the  Mississippi,  and  canals  from  the  Chesapeake 
to  the  Delaware,  and  from  the  Hariton  to  tiie  De- 
laware. ['i'he  report  separates  the  two  objects, 
and  brings  them  before  the  senate  in  distinct  bids.] 
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Considerable  debale  aroac — finally,  a motion  was 
maae  to  postpoiie  the  bill  to  the  1st  of  April  next, 
(U)  destroy  it)  ae^^atived,  as  tbllows: 

\ FAS.  — Messrs,  Barbour,  Eaton,  (^aillard,  King’, 
of  Aiabama.,  Leake,  Macon,  Otis,  Pleasants,  Smith, 
■Walker,  of  Alabama,  and  Williams,  of  Tennessee 
^11. 

NAYS  -Messrs.  Eurrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Ed- 
wards, Eliiott,  llors{;y,  Hunter,  Johnson,  of  Ken- 
tvicicy,  Kmg,  ol  New  York,  Laimian,  Lloyd,  Lowrie, 
No'ole  Palmer,  Parrott,  Roberts,  Rug-g'les,  Sanford, 
Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas,  Tichenor,  Trimble,  Van 
Dvke,  Walker,  of  Georgia,  Williams,  of  Mississip- 
2)1,  and  Wilson. — 27. 

It  was  oi'dered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  read- 
jng. 

Mr  Dickerson,  from  the  committee  of  commerce 
and  manufactures  to  winch,  iiad  been  referred  the 
bill  ironi  the  house  of  representatives  to  regulate 
the  duties  on  imports,  reported  the  same  with  sun- 
dry amendments. 

Tlve  senate  agreed  to  the  resolution  of  the  house, 
fixing  the  15tii  of  the  pres>-nt  month  as  the  day  for 
the  adjournment  of  the  session 

The  senate  resume^l  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
concerning  invalid  pensioners,  and  the  bill  was, 
without  further  debate,  on  the  motion  of  Mr.  Ro- 
berts, postponed  indefinitely,  and  of  course  rejected. 

The  senate  took  up  tire  bill  from  the  other  house 
in  addition  to  the  act  providing  for  the  publication 
(in  newspapers)  of  the  laws  of  the  United  States — ■ 
to  which  bill  the  judiciary  commiti  e of  the  se- 
mate,  to  which  it  had  been  referred,  reported  an 
amendment,  (to  leave  the  number  of  papers  in 
each  state  to  be  selected  for  publishing  the  laws, 
the  same  as  at  pvesenr,  (three,)  and  providing 
tliat  private  and  ioca!  acts,  and  Indian  treaties,  shall 
not  Irereafter  be  published  in  the  newspapers,  ex- 
cepting treaties,  so  far  as  to  have  them  published  in 
the  states  more  immediately  concerned.) 

After’  discussion,  the  bill  was  postponed  until  to- 
morrow. 

Much  ©ther  business  was  transacted,  which  will 
appear  hereafter,  if  finally  acted  upon — but  nothing 
imirortant  occurred. 

HOUSE  OF  IlEiUfE.SENTATrrES. 

Friday,  April  2^.  Mr.  from  the  commit- 

tee on  commerce,  reported,  without  amendment, 
the  bill  from  the  senate  to  gwant  certain  privileges 
to  the  Ocean  steamship  company  of  New  York,  and 
th.e  bill,  after  some  expiunalion  of  its  object,  by  Mr. 
JVewio??,,  was  ordered  to  a third  reading’. 

Mr.  JlvcJtcr,  of  Maryland,  submitted  the  following 
'amendnnent  to  the  rules  of  tire  hduse,  which  lies  on 
the  table  one  day  of  course. 

“F.very  discussion  on  any  bill,  motion,  or  resolu- 
tion, shall  ’ennmate  in  five  days  after  it  shall  have 
commenced. 

“No  member  shall  speak  upon  any  question  lon- 
ger than  an  hour  at  one  time.” 

Mr.  Butler,  of  New  Hampshire,  submitted  the 
following  n solution  for  consideration: 

Resolved,  That  the  committee  of  manufactures  be 
instructed  to  prepare  and  report  a bill  laying  a du- 
ty of cents  on  all  spirituous  liquors  distilled  from 

grain  and  other  domestic  materials. 

hlie  question  being  taken  whether  the  house 
would  now  consider  the  resolution,  it  was  decided 
in  tlie  ayes  58,  noes66. 

The  engrossed  bill  for  the  relief  of  Groeme  Keith 
Spence,  late  a purser  in  the  navy,  (allowing  him 
certain  d'sconnt,  paid  by  him  during  the  late  war, 
in  passing  ofi‘  treasury  notes  received  from  govern- 


ment,) was  read  the  third  time,  and  after  some  de 
bate  on  the  merits  of  the  bill,  in  which  Mr.  JVGoy 
opposed,  and  Mr.  Livemnorc  advocated  its  passage, 
the  bill  was  passed.  Ayes  67,  nocs55,  and  was  scat 
to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

The  house  then  took  up  the  bill  to  regulate  the 
duties  on  imports,  and  the  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  committee  of  the  whole  house;  Mr. 
Hardin's  motion  to  postpone  the  bill  indefinitely 
being  under  consideration. 

r Mr.  Hardin  spoke  two  liours,  and  Mr.  LorvJides- 
three  hours,  against  tlxe  bill — .Ur.  M’ Lu7ie,  Del. 
spoke  two  hours,  and  Mr.  Baldtvinhdd^  an  hour  in 
support  of  it.  Messrs.  Silsbee  and  Simpkins  also 
took  some  part  in  the  debate,  Mr.  Parker,  called  for 
the  previous  question,  but  it  was  not  sustained.  x\t 
6 o’clock  in  the  evening  amotion  to  postpone  the 
bill  to  the  next  session  was  negatived — for  it  79, 
against  it  92.  The  amendments  agreed  to  in  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  were  then  concurred  in  by  the 
house.  Several  proposed  amendments  were  offer- 
ed— one  only  prevailed,  to  reduce  the  duty  on  salt 
from  25  to  20  cents,  per  bushel.  The  previous 
question  was  called  for  and  sustained,  82  to  62; 
and — 

The  previous  question,  “shall  the  main  question 
be  now  put?”  was  stated  accordingly,  and  was  de- 
cided, by  yeas  and  nays,  in  the  affirmative — ayes  92, 
noes  71. 

The  question  was  then  at  length  taken  on  order- 
ing the  bill  to  be  engrossed  andread  a third  time, 
and  decided  in  the  affirmative,  by  yeas  and  nays; 
yeas  90,  nays  69. 

[Considering  this  as  by  far  the  most  important 
vote  that  has  been  taken  in  the  house  ol  represen- 
cati’  es  the  present  s.  ssion,  except  those  on  the  Mis- 
souri question,  we  have  given  ourselves  the  trou- 
ble to  make  the  following  fexhibit  of  it,  for  more 
easy  reference.  Ed.  Reg. 

I'OU  THE  BIEL. 

From  JMassnehuseHs — Messrs.  Adams,  Dowse, 
Folge.r,  Kendall,  Kinsley,  Mason,  Morton,  Parker, 
Sampson,  Shaw— 10. 

Rhode  Island  Mess^rs  Eddy,  Hazard — 2. 

Connecticut— ‘*>esiiYs  Edwards,  Moseley,  Phelps, 
Russ,  Stevens,  Tomlinson — 6. 

Vermont — VIr.  Rich — 1. 

JWw  York — Messre  Allen,  Baker,  Case,  Clark,  De 
Witt,  Fay,  Ford,  Gross,  Guyon,  Hinkley,  Hall,  Ly- 
man, Meigs,  Moneil,  Pitcher,  Richmond,  Storrs, 
Street,  Strong,  Taylor,  Tompkins,  Tracey,  Van 
Rt  nsellaer,  Wendover,  Wood — 25. 

JVexv  .Jersey — Messrs  Bateman,  Bloomfield,  Kin- 
sey, Linn,  Smitli,  Southard — 6. 

Peimsylvania  Messrs  Baldwin,  Boden,  Darling- 
ton, Dennison,  Edwards,  Forrest,  Gross,  Hemphill, 
Hibshman,  Hiester,  Hostetter,  Maclay,  Marchand, 
R.  S.  Moore,  Murray,  Patterson,  Philson,  Rodgers, 
Sergeant,  Tarr,  Wallace — 22. 

Delaivare,  Messrs  Hall,  McLane — 2. 

..Maryland — Mr.  Little — 1. 

Virginia— Mr.  Newton — 1 . 

J\^orih  Carolina — Mr.  Sawyer — 1. 

South  Carolina — Mr.  Ervin — 1. 

Messrs  Brown,  McLane,  Metcalf, 

Trimble— 4. 

0/mo -Messrs  Beecher,  Brush,  Campbell,  Her- 
rick, Ross,  Sloan — 6. 

Indiana — Mr  H e ndricks — 1 . 

Illinois — Mr.  Cook — 1. 

AGAINST  THE  niLE. 

JVew  Hampshire  ~ Messrs  Buffum,  Butler,  Cfag- 
gett,  Livermore,  Pluiner — 5. 
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Jllussiichiiselis  — iVl€ssrs  Ci!shnia.rij  Hill,  Holmes, 
Nelson,  Silsbee,  Whitman  6. 

Connecdyut — Mr.  Foot  1 . 

Vermont — Vlessrs  Crafts,  ;ViaIlary  2. 

l-^eymsylvavia  — V r.  Fullerton— 1 . 

Maryland— Archer,'  Bayly,  Culbreth, 
Kent,  Neale--5. 

Messrs  Alexander,  Archer,  Ball,  Bar- 
bour, Burweil,  Floyd,  Johnson,  McCoy,  Mercer, 
Parker,  B.  Smith,  Swearingen,  Tyler,  'I'ucker, 
■Williams — 15. 

JVorth  Carolina — Messrs  Burton,  Culpepper,  Da- 
vidson, Edwards,  Fisuer,  Hall,  Hooks,  Settle,  Slo- 
cumb.  Smith,  AVilliams — 11. 

South  Carolina — Messrs  Earle,  Lowndes,  Me 
Creery,  Overstreet,  Simpkins,  Tucker— 6. 

Georgia — Messrs  Cobb,  Crawford,  Cuthbert, 
Heed,  rerriil — 5. 

Kenmcky — Messrs  Anderson,  Hardin,  Robert- 
son— 3. 

Tennessee — Messrs  Allen,  Bryan,  Cannon,  Cocke, 
Jones,  Rhea- -6, 

Louisiana — Mr.  Butler  —1. 

Mississippi — Mr,  Rankin-  1. 

Alabama— ^v.  Crowell— 1. 

ABSEJrr  ON  THE  VOTE. 

Me-w‘^Hampsldre — Mr.  Upham — 1. 

Massachusetts — Messrs  Allen,  Fuller,  Lathrop, 
Lincoln — 4, 

Vermont — Messrs  Meech,  Richards,  Strong'— 3. 

JVe'io  York — Messrs  Dickerson,  Peck— 2. 

Maryland— Miissvs  S.  Smith,  Ringgold,  War- 
field— 3, 

Virginia — Messrs  Garnett,  Jones,  Nelson,  Pindall, 
Randolph,  Smyth,  Strother — 7. 

JVorth  Carolina— M&ssvs  Walker---!. 

South  CaroZ/na— Messrs  Brevard,  Pi  nckney— 2. 

Georgia — Mr,  Abbot-— 1. 

Kentucky — Messrs  Quarles,  (resigned),  Walker, 
(dec.) — 2. 

Saturday,  Apnl,  29.  Mr.  Williams,  ofN.  C.  rose, 
and  said  he  should  take  the  liberty  to  sabnhttothe 
house  several  propositions  growing^out  of  the  vote 
last  evening,  on  the  tariff  bill.  If  that  bill  passed 
into  a law,  of  wliich  he  thought  there  was  little 
doubt,  since  the  vote  liad  been  taken,  a radical,  a 
total  change  would  be  effected  in  the  system  of  po- 
licy heretofore  pursued.  It  appears  to  me,  sir, 
that  we  have  been  happy,  that  wc  have  flourished, 
in  a pre-eminent  degT-ee,  under  the  operations  of 
the  system  so  much  reprobated  by  the  friends  of 
the  new  tariff  In  lieu  of  a tax  on  consumptions, 
we  must,  it  seems,  now  resort  to  a system  of  internal 
taxation.  The  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  ( Mr. 
Baldwin,)  under  whose  auspices  this  bill  was  usher- 
ed into  the  house,  and  carried  through  with  a tri- 
umphant majority,  had  always  been  favorable,  if  he 
was  not  mistaken,  to  a system  of  internal  taxation. 
That  gentleman  voted  against  tlie  repeal  of  the 
internal  duties,  when  a longer  continuance  of  them 
was  manifestly  unnecessary,  and  when  the  presi- 
dent had  recon^ended  their  abolition.  But,  with- 
out the  former  votes  of  the  gentleman,  the  whole 
of  his  present  project  is  evidence  unequivocal  to 
my  mind,  that  he  wishes  to  re-establish  a system  of 
internal'taxation. 

The  gentleman  had  distinctly  said,  that  the  s}'s- 
tem  of  revenue  which  was  now  in  operation,  had 
been  tried;  that  it  had  failed;  and  that  we  must 
change  it.  Mr.  said,  he  was  not  disposed  to 
think  or  to  act  with  the  gentleman  from  Pennsyl- 
vania; that  he  denied  to  the  gentleman  the  force  of 
his  argument,  founded  upon  tlie  inadequacy  of  oui* 
present  system.  But,  admitting  it  to  be  inade- 


quate, Mr.  W.  denied  the  pi'opriety  or  policy  of 
such  a remedy  as  that  gentleman  propo.sed.  Sir, 
said  he,  what  is  tlie  real  cause  of  the  deficit  in  the 
revenue?  fs  the  deficiency  owing  to  any  fault  in 
the  system  itself^  or  does  \t  proceed  from  the  enor- 
mous expenditures  of  mono)  ? I say  it  boldly,  and 
without  fear  of  contradiction,  that  the  beggared 
condition  of  the  treasmw  arises  from  tlie  improper 
expenditures  of  money,  and  not  from  any  fault  in 
the  revenue  system.  The  friends  of  the  present 
revenue  system  have  not  been  disappointed.  It 
has  produced  all  the  good  they  expected  would 
result  from  it  at  the  time  it  was  adopted.  But,  sir, 
many  heavy  expenditures  have  since  been  autho- 
rized, and  which  were  not  contemjdated  at  the  pe- 
riod the  system  wa.s  adopted.  This  is  tiie  real 
cause  of  the  insufficiency  oi  funds  in  the  treasury. 

No  doubt  a portion,  and  perhaps  a serious  por- 
tion too,  of  the  failure  arises  from  the  present  de- 
ranged state  of  the  circulating  medium;  but  this 
is  no  fault  of  the  system;  and  notvvithstancling  all 
these  embarrassments,  it  would  have  answered  eve- 
ly  purpose,  provided  tlie  expenditures  had  not  been 
unreasonable  and  improper.  The  gciuieman  from 
Pennsylvania,  however,  had  uniformly  opposed, 
Mr.  W.  said,  every  effort  to  retrencli,  to  economize 
and  to  save  the  public  money.  So  far,  then,  as  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  was  concerned,  the 
deflciency  of  revenue  had  been  owing  more  to  the 
course  of  policy  pursued  by  him  in  this  house,  than 
to  any  defect  in  the  sysiejn.  The  system,  ?dr. 
W.  repeated,  had  not  failed;  it  had  answered 
every  purpose  coiwiiemplatcd  by  its  friends  at  the 
period  of  its  adoption.  But  the  congress  of  the 
United  States  had  failed,  if  there  was  failure  any 
where.  They  had  authorised  excessive  expendi- 
tures, not  contemplated;  Had  the  army  been  re- 
duced, as  often  proposed  in  this  house,  iliere  would 
not  now  be  a deficiency  of  money  in  the  treasury. 
But  the  gentleman  fromPennsyivania  iiad  opposed, 
at  all  times,  any  reduction  of  the  niilitaiy  estab- 
lishment. Not  only  so,  but  the  gentleman  had  op- 
posed every  attempt  to  reduce  the  expenditures  ap- 
pertaining to  the  army.  Even  the  Yellow  Stone 
expedition,  condemned  by  the  deliberate  judg- 
ment of  this  house,  as  not  only  useless  and  expen- 
sive, but  dangerous,  the  gentleman  supported  by 
his  vote. 

Mr,  W.  said  it  was  a source  of  some  little  conso- 
lation at  least,  that,  if  the  tariff  bill  went  in:o  ope- 
ration, tlie  army  would  be  reduced  as  a matter  of 
course.  It  would  in  that  state  of  things,  be  less  ne- 
cessary than  it  had  been,  and  its  most  determiMcd 
advocates  in  this  house  wool  1 not  any  longer  be  able 
to  sustain  it.  In  any  diffic  .nties  we  might  calculate 
on  with  Spain,  there  appeared  to  be  no  occasion 
for  the  army  in  its  present  size.  But  thinking  tiie 
reduction  of  the  army  would  ensue,  as  a matier  of 
course,  upon  the  passage  of  the  tarhf  bill,  he  shmdd 
not  now  say  any  tiling  more  on  the  subject;  nor 
iiad  he  provided  any  resolutioii  specincaliy  for  tliat 
object.  The  next  branch  of  ]iublic  expenditure 
rendered  wholly  unnecessary,  if  the  bill  should 
pass,  was  the  appropriation  for  the  gradiuJ  in- 
crease of  the  navy. 

Sir,  it  is  proposed  that  we  adopt  a Ciiinese  poli- 
cy; that  we  shall  always  stay  at  home,  and  never  go 
abroad.  Of  what  use,  then,  can  be  your  navy? 
The  navy  was  created  to  defend  your  maritime 
and  commercial  rights.  If  you  have  no  commerce 
of  what  use  can  be  your  navy,  to  defend  the  very 
riglits  which  you  have  declared  you  will  not  excv- 
cise?  Mr.  W.  said  he  would  never  agree  to  tax  his 
constituents,  in  the  first  place,  to  support  manufac- 
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taring  establishnieiits;  and  then  to  support  an  army 
and  a navy,  rendered  wholly  useless  and  unneces- 
sarv  b\  the  policy  proposed  to  be  pursued. 

Mr.  VV.  said,  fuiMier,  tiiat,  when  the  commercial 
Snteresr  sutlers;  when  tlieir  rights  are  invaded,  pe- 
titions How  in  upon  us;  are  referred  to  the  com- 
mittee on  commerce,  and,  by  that  committee,  are 
duly  considered.  If  any  law  is  necessary  to  pro- 
vide for  the  commercial  interests,  the  committee 
report  a bdl,  and  it  is  passed  into  a law.  Thus, 
the  commevcial  interest  is  guarded  and  defended. 
At  this  session  we  have,  also,  a distinct  committee 
on  manufactures.  The  mass  of  petitions  and  docu- 
ments laid  on  our  tables;  and,  above  all,  the  bills 
reported  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania,  tend 
to  shew  the  great  vigilance  with  winch  the  manu- 
facturing interest  is  guarded.  Gentlemen  say  that 
there  are,  in  this  country,  tirree  interests,  the  agri- 
cultural, commercial,  and  manufacturing.  And  how 
liappens  it,  sir,  that  the  agricultural,  the  great  lead- 
ing and  substantial  interest  in  this  country,  has  no 
distinct  committee;  no  organized  tribunal  in  this 
house,  to  hear  and  determine  on  their  g'rievances? 
If  the  commercial  or  manufacturing  interests  are 
sifTected,  the  cry  resounds  througiiout  the  country; 
remonstrances  flow  in  upon  us;  they  are  referred 
to  committees  appointed  for  the  purpose  of  guard- 
ing them,  and  adequate  remedies  are  provided. 
l>ut,  sir,  when  agriculture  is  oppressed  and  makes 
complaint,  what  tribunal  is  in  this  house,  to  hear 
and  determine  on  the  grievance? 

Now,  I suppose  agricultural  petitions  could  not 
lie  referred  to  the  committee  on  manufactures!  'Phe 
policy  pursued  by  the  gentleman  from  Pennsylva- 
nia, who  is  at  the  head  of  that  committee,  shews  you 
that  agriculture  can  get  nothing  from  manufac- 
tures. Let  us  then  have  a distinct  and  separate 
committee  on  agriculture,  to  hear  and  determine 
on  the  grievances  of  which  that  interest  ma}'-  com- 
plain. Sir,  I wish  to  hear  the  agricultural  voice  of 
the  country;  let  the  farmers  and  planters  speak. 
They  constitiute  an  interest  which  to  all  other  in- 
terests, is  as  10  to  1,  20  to  1,  or  100  to  1.  They 
are  patient  and  long  suflering,  they  will  bear  a great 
deal  without  murmur  or  complaint.  But  there  is 
a point  beyond  which  they  cannot  bear*.  Beyond 
that  point  I fear  we  are  about  to  go.  For  the  pur- 
pose therefore  of  having  some  tribunal  before  whom 
the  agricultural  interest  may  appear,  I sliall  submit 
a resolu^tion  to  establish  a committee  on  that  sub- 
ject. They  are  the  majority,  they  have  a right  not 
only  to  be  lieard,  but  to  control.  Oppress  them 
only  a little  longer,  and  they  will  rise  in  the  majesty 
of  their  strength;  they  must  and  will  demand  suita- 
ble relief.  Mr.  W.  concluded  by  ofFering  the  fol- 
lowing resolutions,  which  were  read, 
i ^Jtesolvedy  That  the  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  report  a bill,  repealing  any  law  or 
laws,  making  appropriations  for  the  increase  of  the 
navy  of  the  United  f^tates. 

Resolved^  That  ihe  committee  of  ways  and  means 
be  instructed  to  report  a bill,  calling  home  the 
squadron,  in  the  Mediterranean  sea. 

Mr.  IVilliams  submitted,  also,  the  following  reso- 
lution to  amend  the  rules;  which  lies  on  the  table 
one  day  of  course: 

Reaolved,  That  an  additional  standing  committee 
be  appointed,  to  be  denominated  ^^The  committee  on 
agriculture.** 

' Mr.  FJoyr/,  of  Virginia,  rose  and  said  he  was  glad  j 
tCi  see  the  course  taken  l>y  his  friend  from  North  f 
Carolina.  His  intention  was  to  ofler  another  re- 
solution, pressing  the  same  object  still  fartlief.  Mr. 
F.  had  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  if  the  present! 


tarilF  passed,  from  the  effects  lie  belie l ed  ii  would 
produce  upon  the  country,  that  it  would  cause  a 
radical  change  in  all  his  opinions,  as  it  regarded  the 
army  and  navy  of  tlie  United  States.  He  felt  it  due 
to  himsvdfto  say,  that  heretofore  he  had  been 
freindiy  to  the  army  and  navy;  but  would  rather 
dispense  with  both  than  oppress  the  country  witli 
a system  of  excise  and  taxes.  He  knew  there  was, 
some  time  ago,  a political  party  in  the  United 
States,  who  thought  that  method  most  wise  and 
best,  Oi  supporting  the  government,  which  looked 
to  direct  taxes;  but  he  was  not  one  of  that  number; 
his  antipathy  to  that  system  was  still  the  same.  The 
motion,  therefore,  which  he  was  about  to  submit, 
proceeded  from  a strong  conviction,  that,  unless 
we  reduced  our  expenditures  in  this  way,  this  op- 
pressive and  ruinous  system,  which  we  are  tiireat- 
ened  with,  must  very  shortly  be  brougiit  into  ope- 
ration, wbicii  will  require  at  least  eight  or  ten  mil- 
lions annually  of  direct  tax  a sum  which  the  com- 
munity, in  times  of  greater  prosperity,  could  not 
bear,  and,  in  these  times  of  difficulty  and  distress, 
cannot  be  paid,  unless  by  a sacrifice  of  property, 
perhaps  at  lesstlian  a fifth  of  its  value. 

Vlr.  F.  believed  the  revenues  of  the  country  would, 
for  several  years,  be  less  and  less;  that  each  year 
would  show  a si  ill  greater  deficit,  until  the  trade  of 
the  world  settled  down  to  the  proper  point,  which 
the  wants  and  situation  of  all  would  ultimately  de- 
termine. Whilst  a navy  could  be  of  no  use  to  us,  hav- 
ing uo  commerce,  to  protect,  as  we  were  about  to 
become  a nation  of  weavers,  he  could  not  ijiinkit 
necessary  to  retain  tfiat  which  formed  so  large  a 
pari  of  our  expenditures,  A few  small  vessels,  to 
protect  our  coasting  trade,  whilst  they  took  their 
manufactures  to  the  south,  and  returned  with  car- 
goes of  cotton,  might  be  useful;  more  was  unneces- 
sary and  burthensome,  and  must  in  a short  time 
decay,  and  with  the  tonnage  of  the  country,  disap- 
pear. 

The  army,  Mr.  F.  said,  which  likewise  formed  so 
large  a portion  of  our  expenses,  could  with  much, 
propriety  be  dispensed  with.  A few,  very  few, 
were  necessary  to  take  care  of  the  fortifications 
which  might  be  now  finished,  or  which,  by  existing 
contracts  or  appropriations,  may  soon  be  so.  The 
defence  of  every  country,  Mr.  F.  said,  depended 
upon  the  security  of  a few  important  points,  leav- 
ing the  intermediate  parts  to  be  protected  by  move- 
ments from  these  points;  though  now,  he  believed, 
there  would  be  still  less  cause  to  apprehend  any 
thing  from  contact  with  other  nations,  as  we  were 
about  to  become  manufacturers. 

Mr.  F.  said,  he  did  not  see  the  necessity  of  an 
excise  and  direct  taxes  at  the  present  time,  particu- 
larly as  tlie  friends  of  the  present  measure  seemed 
disposed  to  adopt  tlie  Chinese  policy;  an  army  and 
navy,  under  such  circumstances,  could  only  serve  to 
remind  us  of  what  we  once  were.  If  there  was  war, 
or  any  necessity  of  the  country,  not  resulting  from 
a measure  of  our  own,  at  this  time,  knowing  it  to 
lead  directly  to  a system  of  internal  taxation,  he 
would  vote  for  a tax  as  high  as  any  gentleman 
would  desire,  but,  wiien  no  necessity,  in  his  opinion 
did  exist,  he  was  averse  to  any  thing  oi‘  the  sort. 
I'he  particular  di.stresses  of  the  country,  instead  of 
prompting  to  impositions  upon  the  people,  requir- 
ed in  his  opinion,  great  care  and  economy  in  tlie 
management  of  affairs,  to  avoid  the  necessity  for 
I any  new  demands.  He  could  not  see  the  wonderful 
[benefits  whicli  were  to  result  to  this  people,  from 
this  government,  wlien  tliey  were  made  to  feel 
heavy  burthens  tosiq^port  .an  army  and  navy,  which 
I could  have  no  other  employment,  than  protecting 
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%he  •vveavei'S*  ! his  country,  said  Mr.  F.  is  ujilike 
any  other;  all  local  expenditures  are  made  by  the 
stales;  the  general  government  can  have  no  sub- 
iect  of  expense,  but  such  as  is  truly  national;  an  ar- 
mv,  a navy,  tiie  civil  hsv;  the  commerce  of  the  couii- 
try’in  time  of  peace,  ought,  if  possible,  to  pay  tliat 
expense,  and  not  harass  the  citizen  with  two  sys- 
tems of  taxation.  If  things  were  permitted  to  re- 
main, the  revenue  of  the  country,  with  proper  eco- 
nomy, w'ould  be,  as  it  ought  to  be,  equal  to  all  the 
demands  upon  the  treasury.  Mr.  F.  repeated,  that 
in  offering  this  resolution,  he  had  no  feelings  hos- 
tile to  the  army  or  navy,  but  was  actuated  by  a de- 
sire alone  to  reduce  the  expenditures  of  the  nation, 
that  if  possible  the  heavy  taxes  with  which  we  were 
threatened,  by  the  friends  of  the  tanif,  miglit  be 
avoided.  He  said,  he  had  still  a hope,  that  this  bill, 
fraught  with  evil,  which  he  conceived  it  to  be, 
which  he  ‘law  would  inevitably  pass  this  house, 
would  be  arrested  elsewhere.  Mr.  F.  then  sub- 
mitted the  following  resolution,  which  was,  on  his 
motion,  laid  on  the  table. 

Resolved,  Tliat  the.  committee  on  military  affairs 
be  instructed  to  reporta  bill, reducing  the  army  of 
the  United  States  to  six  thousand  men,  to  consist  of 
a due  proportion  of  infantry,  artillery,  and  rifle- 
men. 

The  bill  concerningthe  District  banks,  as  amend- 
ed by  the  senate,  was  agreed  to. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  granting  certain  privi- 
leges to  the  Ocean  steam  boat  company  of  New 
York,  was  recommitted. 

The  engrossed  bill  to  regulate  the  duties  on  im- 
ports and  tonnage,  was  read  the  third  time. 

Mr.  BaWwm,' remarked,  that  it  would  be  recol- 
lected the  bounty  on  pickled  fish  exported  had 
been  increased  in  committee  of  the  whole,  in  con 
sequence  of  an  increase  of  the  duty  on  imported 
salt— the  duty  on  salt  had  subsequently  been  reduc- 
ed, but  it  had  been  omitted  at  the  same  time  to 
make  a corresponding  change  in  the  bounty  on 
pickled  fish.  He  presumed  there  could  be  no  ob- 
jection now  to  make  this  amendment,  and  moved 
that  the  house  agree  thereto  bj  general  consent, 
(by  which  only  an  amendment  can  be  made  to  a 
bill  in  the  house,  on  the  third  reading.) 

'rhe  motion  was  objected  to,  and  of  course  fail- 
ed. 

Mr.  Rhea  then  rose  and  spoke  about  an  hour 
against  the  passage  of  the  bill. 

"^Mr.  S/ocumb,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  to  re- 
commit the  bill,  with  instructions  to  reduce  the 
duty  on  imported  iron  in  bars,  8cc.  from  l25  cents 
to  75  cents. 

'Phis  motion  produced  a debate  of  considerable 
fluration,  touching  occasionally  on  the  general  me- 
rits of  the  bill,  as  well  as  on  the  expediency  of  com- 
mitting  tlie  blit  for  the  purpose  proposed. 

'Die  motion  to  recommit  the  bill  was  advocated 
by  \tessrs.  Slocnmb,  Pinckney,  Silsbee,  jVlercer,  JYel- 
son,  of  Mass.  JMorton,  Smith,  of  N.  C.  Livermore, 
Floyd,  Holmes  and  and  was  opposed  by  Messrs. 
Kir.sey.  Yim  A,  of  Vld.  Bald-win,  Storrs,  Sergeant, 
Gross,  of  New  York,  7’he  debate  continued  until 
about  four  o’clock,  when  it  was  negatived  by  ycaS 
and  nays, — Yeas  70,  nays  90. 

Mr.  Foot,  of  Connecticut,  then  moved,  that  the 
bill  be  postponed  until  the  first  day  of  the  next 
session,  and  follov/ed  liis  motion  by  some  general 
remarks  against  the  bill. 

Motion  lost — for  postponement  78,  against  it  90, 
The  question  was  then  taken  on  the  passage  of 
the  bill,  and  decided  in  tha  affirrrtfitiTa  by  yeas  and 
iyxys  as  follows; 


For  the  passage,  91 

Against  it,  78 

So  the  bill  was  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concurrence. 

Mr.  /^itcAmade  a motion  to  re-consider  the  vote 
by  wiiich  the  amendment  of  the  senate  to  the  Dis- 
trict banks  bill  was  this  morning  agreed  to;  but  be- 
fore the  question  was  taken,  a motion  was  made  ta 
adjourn;  and,  about  5 o’clock. 

The  house  adj  lurued. 

Monday,  May  1.  Messrs,  'Fyler,  ITpham,  Jones, 
of  Va.  and  Barbour  obtained  leave  of  absence  for 
tile  rest  of  the  session. 

Mr.  Dickinson  presented  a petition  of  sundry 
merchants  and  traders,  residing  in  various  places  in 
the  interior  of  the  state  of  New-York  and  other 
states,  praying  that  a duty  not  exceeding  ten  per 
centimi  may  be  imposed  on  all  sales  at  auction, 
which  was  referred. 

Mr.  Silsbee,  from  the  committee  on  naval  affairs, 
reported  a bill  to  prevent  the  commanders,  and 
other  officers  in  the  naval  service  of  the  United 
States,  from  accepting  of  any  present  or  emolu- 
ment of  any  kind  whatever,  from  any  king,  prince: 
or  foreign  state,  and  for  other  purposes;  which 
was  twice  read  and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a 
third  reading. 

Mr.  Silsbee,  from  the  same  committee,  also  deliv- 
ered in  the  following'  report: 

'Die  committee  on  naval  affairs  have,  according 
to  order,  had  under  consideration  a resolution  di- 
recting an  enquiry  “into  the  expediency  of  so  mo- 
difying the  act  establishing  a board  of  commission- 
ers of  the  navy,  as  to  make  the  secretary  of  the 
navy,  for  the  time  being,  the  presiding  officer  of 
that  board;  and  also  of  so  limiting  the  tenor  of  com- 
missions of  the  members  thereof,  as  to  secure  the 
accumulating  experience  and  talents  of  our  naval 
commanders  in  that  department,  by  a periodical  ro- 
tation in  office;”  and  submit  the  following  report: 
The  act  entitled  “an  act  to  alter  and  amend  the 
several  acts  for  establishing  a navy  department,  by 
addjng  thereto  a board  of  commissioners,”  pro- 
vides that  the  board  so  constituted  shall  be  attach- 
ed to  the  office  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  and,  un- 
der his  snperintmdance,  sliall  discharge  all  the  du- 
ties therein  specified;  and  that  the  record  of  their 
proceedings  shall,  at  all  times,  be  subj<^ct  to  his 
inspection. 

As  it  would  be  often  inconvenient,  and  sometimes 
impracticable,  for  the  secretary  of  the  navy  to  meet 
the  board  of  commissioners,  as  their  presiding  offi- 
cer, without  neglecting  other  and  more  important 
duties,  and  as  the  secretary  is,  by  the  aforesaid  act, 
already  vested  with  a supervising  and  controlling 
power  of  the  acts  and  proceedings  of  the  board  of 
commissioners,  the  committee  do  not  perceive  the 
necessity  of  such  a modification  of  the  said  act 
as  is  contemplated  by  the  first  inquiry  directed 
by  the  resolution,  or  that  the  public  service  would 
be  benefitted  thereby. 

'I’he  committee  are  the  more  disposed  to  this 
opinion  from  the  consideration  that  the  limits  of 
jurisdiction  between  the  secretary  and  the  board 
seem  to  be  perfectly  understood  by  each,  and  that 
no  conflicting  claims  exist  between  them  on  this 
subject.! 

The  committee  are  not  advised  v/hetherthe  reso- 
lution contemplates  tiie  secretary  to  be  a constitu- 
ent part  of  the  board,  and  at  the  same  time  posses- 
ised  of  the  control  and  superintendance  of  its  pro- 
jceedings,  or  merely  tlie  presiding'  officer,  with  a 
easting  vote.  In  the  latter  case,  the  benefit  to  be 
Uerived  fr»m  sup  ci-witen dance  ®f  one  oflicer 
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over  others,  under  distinct  responsibilities,  as  well 
as  the  circumspection  naturally  resulting  from  such 
responsibility,  would  be  entirely  lost.  In  the  form- 
er case>  the  commissioners  would  be  little  more 
than  advisory,  and  in  that  proportion,  bereft  of  re- 
sponsibility. 

In  relation  to  the  second  enquiry  directed  by  the 
resoKition,  viz.  “of  so  limiting  tiie  tenor  ofthe  mem- 
bers of  the  board  of  commissioners,  as  to  secure  the 
accumulating  experience  and  talents  of  our  naval 
commanders  in  that  department,  by  a periodical 
rotation  in  (dJice,”  the  committee  beg  leave  to  re- 
mark, that  the  duties  of  the  commissioners  of  the 
navy  board  are  not  merely  sucli  as  appertain  to  a 
mere  naval  officer,  but  extend  to  othei’  and  impor- 
tant subjects,  with  which  such  officers  cannot  be 
supposed  to  be  familiarly  acquainted;  they  relate 
not  only  to  tlie  contracting  for,  and  procurement  of, 
all  articles  necessary  for  the  armament,  equipment, 
and  provisioning’  ofthe  ]>ublic  ships,  but  also  to  the 
constructing  and  repairing  of  those  ships,  to  effec- 
tuate which  objects,  in  the  cheapest  and  best  man- 
ner, requires  a full  knowledge, not  only  ofthe  places? 
at  which  luaterials  and  every  thing  needful  for 
these  purposes,  can  most  advantageously  be  procur- 
ed, but  also  with  persons  in  different  sections  of 
tlie  counti’y,  witii  whom  they  can,  with  the  great- 
est reliance,  make  their  contracts,  I'he  investiga- 
tion of  the  committee  has  led  them  to  the  conclu- 
sion, that  too  mucli  time  has  not  yet  been  allowed 
■to  the  present  commissioners,  to  obtain  that  intel- 
ligence and  experience  whicli  is  desirable  to  the 
most  advantageous  discharge  of  tliese  duties,  and 
to  perfect  such  a system  in  their  department,  as 
will  unfold  to  their  successors  all  the  advantages  of 
their  labors,  which,  in  the  estimation  of  the  com- 
mittee, have  been  such,  as  are  honorable  to  them- 
selves, and  highly  beneficial  to  the  public  interest. 

The  committee  would  only  add,  that  a periodical 
rotation  in  office,  from  a given  number,  would  pre- 
clude choice.  Such  a rotation,  instead  of  “secur- 
ing the  accumulating  experience  and  talents  of  our 
naval  commanders,”  might  possibly  endanger  the 
board  with  qualifications  opposite  from  tliose  in- 
tended. 

Under  these  impressions,  the  committee  are  of 
opinion,  that,  although  occasional  changes  in  the 
board  of  commissioners  may,  and  probably  would 
be  productive  of  public  benefit,  yet  that  these 
changes  may  with  safety  be  left  to  the  discretion 
of  the  executive;  and  therefore,  that  it  is  inexpedi- 
ent, at  this  lime,  to  make  any  modification  ofthe 
act  under  which  the  said  board  of  commissioners  is 
established. 

And  the  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  tlie  table. 

The  committee  on  the  resolution  from  the  senate 
for  fixing  a time  for  the  adjournment  of  congress, 
was  discharged  from  tlie  farther  consideration  of 
the  subject,  and  the  house  jrroceeded  to  consider 
the  resolution.  After  discussion,  the  motion  was 
postponed  until  Wednesday. 

'fhe  house  then  proceeded  to  the  unf.uished  bu- 
sine.ss.  'fhe  first  subject  in  order,  was  a motion, 
made  on  S^iturday  last,  to  reconsider  the  vote  where- 
by the  amendment  of  the  senate  to  the  District 
bank  bill  was  agreed  to. 

The  question  for  re  - c ov  a i.  deration  was  decided  in 
the  netfative^  63  to  54.  'fhe  question  is  therefore 
settled  in  both  houses  of  congress;  and  the  bill,  as 
it  has  passed,  and  requires  only  the'signature  ofthe 
president  to  become  a law,  is  in  tiie  shape  in  which 
it  was  put  by  the  senate. 

Cash  duties  on  im/iorts.  The  house  then  again  ve- 
feolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr. 


Taylor  in  the  chair,  on  the  bill  for  regulating  the. 
mode  of  collecting  duties  on  imports,  and  for  other 
purposes. 

The  motion  to  strike  out  the  first  section  ofthe 
bill  being  under  consideration — 

Messrs.  M’Lean,  of  Ky.  Baldwin  and  Clay,  sup- 
ported— and  Messrs.  Smith,  of  .‘dd.  Settle,  Benton, 
Simkins,  lihea  and  Hardin,  opposed  the  bill. 

The  question  was  taken  on  Mr.  Sllshee’s  motion 
to  strike  out  the  first  section,  that  is,  to  reject  the  billt 
and  carried,  ayes  86,  noes  6Q. 

The  question  was  then  immediate!}' taken  to  con- 
cur with  the  committee  in  striking  out  the  first  sec- 
tion ofthe  bill,  and  decided  as  follows. 

For  concurrence,  91 

;\.gainst  it,  55 

Mr.  HeniphiU,  and  Mr.  Hall,  of  Del.  then  obtainfed 
leave  of  absence  from  the  sei'vice  of  the  house. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

Tuesday^  May  2.  After  transacting  some  business 
not  necessary  to  notice  just  now, 

The  house  having  resolv'ed  itself  into  a commit- 
tee ofthe  whole,  Mr.  Taylor  in  the  cliair,  on  the 
bill  for  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auction,  the  bill 
was  read  through. 

[The  substance  of  this  bill  has  already  been  pub- 
lished in  the  Rf.oisteu.  It  proposed  to  levy  a duty 
of  10  per  cent,  on  the  sales  of  imported  drygoods, 
a small  tax  on  groceries,  Sec.] 

The  first  section  of  the  bill  being  under  conside- 
ration— 

Mr.  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of 

manufactures,  delivered  an  exposition  of  the  views 
ofthe  committee  in  reporting  the  bill,  and  the  rea- 
sons by  which  he  was  induced  to  urge  its  passage. 
The  system  of  auctions  he  described  as  a monopo- 
ly in  the  hands  of  a few  persons  in  the  large  towns, 
and  a fair  subject  for  taxation.  The  present  ope- 
ration of  the  sales  at  auction  of  foreign  merchan- 
dize, he  argued,  was  to  displace  the  fair  trader,  by 
inundating  the  country  with  worthless  goods  at  re- 
duced prices;  and  its  effect  had  been,  connected 
with  other  causes,  to  throw  our  commerce  into  the 
hands  of  foreigners,  and  bankrupt  the  fair  Ameri- 
can merchant,  at  the  same  time  that  it  also  destroy- 
ed the  occupation  of  the  helpless  but  industrious 
retailer.  In  support  of  his  argument,  he  advanced 
various  facts,  shewing  the  great  extent  ^to  which 
this  auction  business  is  carried  on  in  the  country. 
See. 

A general  debate  followed.  Mr.  Stores  was  fa- 
vorable to  the  principle  of  tlie  bill,  but  thought  that 
auction  sales  ought  not  to  be  wholly  interdicted  — 
he  moved  to  strike  out  ten  and  insert  2^  per  cent. 
Mr.  Smithy  of  Md.  supported  the  bill,  and  opposed 
the  amendment  offered  by  Mr.  Stovrs.  He  enter- 
ed in  a general  view  of  the  pernicious  effect  of 
sales  at  auction,  operating  againstthe  regular  trade, 
&c.  Mr.  Sergeant,  also  opposed  the  amendment. 
Mr.  Johnson,  of  Va.  regarded  the  bill  as  a part  of  a 
system  of  measures,  commenced  by  the  passage  of 
the  bill  respecting  the  tariff,  which  he  was  opposed 
to.  Mr  Tracy  opposed  the  bill  generally,  and  mo- 
ved to  strike  out  the  first  section.  Mr.  Silsbee  was 
in  favor  of  Mr.  Storr’s  amendment.  Mr.  Warfield, 
spoke  against  the  passage  ofthe  bill  in  any  shape — 
bethought.  It  would  encroach  upon  the  agricultu- 
ral interest  of  the  country.  IMr.  Kinsey  generally 
supported  the  bill,  he  thought  it  the  duty  of  con- 
gress to  support  the  American  manufacturer  and 
merchant.  Mr.  BaWwfii  spoke  again,  and  support- 
ed the  bill,  be  examined  more  fully  the  deleterious 
operation  of  the  present  system  of  trade,  &c.  an  I 
argued  that  anticipations  of  punctuality  in  the  fa 
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tare  payment  of  duties  ougfht  not  to  be  formed  on 
tiie  report  of  tiie  secretary  of  the  treasury  on  that 
subject;  and  that  it  would  not  be  surprising  if  the 
loss  tins  year,  by  failures,  &c.  should  equal  tlie  los- 
ses of  the  thirty  yeais  preceding,  or  one  million  of 
dollars.  Mr.  Johnson,  of  Va.  replied  to  Mr.  Baldwin. 
Mr.  Meigs  advocated  the  bill,  and  thequestion  was 
tlien  taken  or  Mr.  Storr’s  motion  and  negatived- 
ayes  59,  noes  72.  Several  motions  were  then  made 
to  change  me  duty  from  10  to  5 per  cent.  &c.  ail 
negatived;  but  some  change  s were  made  in  the  bill. 
Then  it  was  moved  to  postpone  it  indeiinitely-— ne- 
gatived- -66  for,  and  83  against  it.  At  last--- 

The  question  was  taken  or  ordering  the  bill  tobc 
Engrossed  and  read  a third  time,  and  decided  in  tne 
negative,  as  follows: 

Yp,  AS.— Messrs.  Adams,  Alien,  of  Ten.  Baker,  Baldwin,  Bate- 
man. Rercher,  Rloomtieli).  Boden,  Urowu,  Campbttll,  Case.  Clark, 
Cook,  Crawford.  Cullireth,  Ciislnnan,  Darlington,  Dowse,  Ed- 
wards, of  Pon.  Ervin,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Gross,  of  N.  Y Guy- 
on  llacklev.  Hail,  of  Del.  H ndricks,  Hibsliman,  Hill,  Hostotter, 
Kinsey,  Kinslov,  Little,  Linn,  McCreary,  MfLanA  of  Dal.  McLean 
ofK-n.  .vL'illary,  Mason,  Meigs,  R.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Murtou, 
K-wton  Parker,  of  Mass.  Patterson.  Pbilson,  Ricli,  Robertson, 
Kogvrs,'  Ross,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sergeant,  Shaw,  Sloan, 
Sniitli.  of  N.  I.  Smith,  of  Md.  Southard,  Stevens,  Street.  Strong, 
of  Vt.  Tajlor,  To'opkir.s,  Trimble,  Van  Rensselaer,  Wallace, 
W-  ndov  r.’ Whitmau,  Wood— 72. 

NAYS.— M -ssrs.  Alexander,  Anderson,  .Archer,  of  Md.  Archer, 
ofVa.  Ball.  Barbour,  Bayly,  Bryan,  Biilfum,  Burton,  Burwell, 
Bnti'  i’,  ofiV.  H.  Butler,  of  Lou.  Cannon,  Claggett,  Cobb,  Cocke, 
Crafts  Culpepper,  Ciubhert,  Dennison,  Earb  .Eddy.  Edwards, of 
Con.  Edwards  of  N.  C,  Fisher.  Floyd,  Fuller.  Fnlh-rion,  Garnett, 
Gross.of  Pen.  Hftll,  of  N.  Y.  Mail,  ot  N.  C.  H.irdin,  Hi^srer,  Holmes, 
Hooks,  .lohnson,  .Jones,  of  Va.  Joiu-s,  of  Ten.  Kent,  Livermore 
Lowndes,  McClay.  McCoy,  Mercer,  Metcalf,  Mooell,  Murray, 
Neale,  Nelson,  of  .Mass.  Nelson,  of  Va.  Overstreet,  Parker,  of  Va. 
Pinckney,  Pindali,  Plumer.  Rankin,  P.hea,  Ringgold,  Settle, 
Silshee,  Simkins,  Siocumb,  Smith,  of  N.  C.  Ston-s,  Stong,  of  N.  Y* 
Swearingen,  Farr,  Terrell,  Tracy,  'Fucker,  of  Va.  I’ucker,  of  S* 
C.  Walker,  Warfield,  Williams,  of  Va.  Wiltiams,  of  N.  C.— 77, 

So  the  bill  Was  rejected. 

A motion  was  then  made  by  Mr.  Bntlcr,  of  N.  H. 
that  tlie  house  do  reconsider  this  vole;  but  before 
deciding  this  que'>tion — 

At  about  5 o’clock  the  house  adjourned. 

Wednesday,  May  3.  {'he  Speaker  laid  before  the 
house,  a letter  from  the  secretary  of  war,  transmit- 
ting a copy  of  the  proceedings  of  the  court  martial, 
on  the  trial  of  col.  William  King,of  the  4ih  regiment 
of  infanti'v,  and  a copy  of  the  orders  and  document.s 
oonnected  therewith,  communicated  in  obedience 
to  the  resulutioii  of  the  18th  ultimo;  which  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  on  military  affairs. 

The  Speaker  laid  before  the  house  also,  a letter 
from  the  secretary  of  ihe  treasury,  IranSirutiing 
sundry  documents  ami  statements,  in  relation  to 
tiic  receipts  and  expemlitures  of  the  department 
for  Indian  affairs,  communicated  in  obedience  to 
a resolution  of  this  house;  and  the  letter,  S;c.  were 
refeiTed  to  the  committee  on  Indian  affairs. 

On  motion  of  \lr.  Williams,  of  N.  Carolina,  the 
house  took  up  and  proceeded  to  consider  tlie  re- 
solve submitted  by  him  on  the  20th  ult.  for  the  ap- 
.poiniment  of  a standing  committee,  to  be  denomi- 
nated ‘-Me  committee  on  agriculture,'^  and  the  resolu- 
tion was  agreed  to. 

Mr.  JTercer  moved  that  the  house  do  now  pro- 
ceed to  consider  the  bill  to  provide  for  clothing  the 
militia  when  called  into  the  service  of  tile  L'nited 
States;  which  motion  was  negatived. 

'The  bill  for  renewing  and  amending  the  charter 
of  the  city  of  Washington,  was  ordered  to  be  read 
a third  time  to-morrow. 

3'he  l.ouse  then  jiroceeded  to  the  consideration 
of  the  senate’s  resolution,  proposing  to  fix  a day  for 
the  adjournment  of  congress. 

After  considerable  debate,  the  15th  of  the  pre- 
sent month  was  fixed  upon. 

Tile  iumse  then  took  up  the  motion,  depending 
■on  yejjterdiiy’s  -adjeiH-uraenC  to  vec&iiside-r  the  vote 


rejecting  the  bill  for  laying  duties  on  sales  at  auc- 
t.on. 

dany  motions  were  m^de,  which  we  see  no  use 
of  *Jetailing.  Finally,  ^ive  per  cent,  was  fixed  u])oii 
in  lieu  oftiie  ten  reported  by  the  cornmittee  on  ma- 
nufactures, and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a third  read- 
ii'g,  by  yeas  and  n^ys,  as  follows: 

YE.AS— Messrs.  Ad. lifis.  All  u,  N.  Y.  Baker  Baklwin.  Bateman, 
Be<;irh:-i , Blooinftt'ld,  Brow.i  B.  usb,  iiuU.-r,  N.  H.  Carnphdi,  Case, 
Glagg-  It,  Clark,  Ciicke,  Cook.  Cruw  t.a-  !,  Culbn  lii,  Cusii.ma  i,  Dai- 
iiijgton,  Dennison,  Dewitt,  Dickinson,  D<-wsf-,  Earle,  E.i wards,  of 
Pa.  E'l'vi/i,  Folk  s.  Foot,  Ford,  Fonost,  Fuller,  Gross.  oC  N.  Y. 
Guyoii,  HaoJdey,  Hi  1!  ofN.Y  Hai!,ot  DM.  Hendricks,  Herrick, 
Hill,  Hostetter,  ofones.  Tenii.  Kendall,  Kinsey . Licle,  Liun, 

McCreary,  McLane,  ot  Del.  McLs-aii,  of  Ken.  MstUary, 

Mason,  Meigs,  Mi'teaif,  H.  Mo  re,  S.  -Mo -re,  Moneil.  Morton  Mur- 
ray. Newtosi.  Ptivkifr.  Mass.  Patterson,  Philson,  Plumer  Rankin, 
Rich,  .RiciiOiOod,  Rogers,  Ross.  Russ,  Sauipso..,  Sawyer.  S rfeaut, 
Shaw,  Sloan,  Sjoith,  Sntiih,  Md.  Soutltard  Stevens,  Storrs,  Sri  tot, 
Strong  Vt.  'i'aylor,  Tomlinson,  Foiupki.is,  Tricnlne,  Van  Rensse- 
lear.  Wallace,  VVendtiVer,  Wiiliams,  ol  Va.  and  Wood— 93. 

NAYS— Mes.srs.  Abbot  Ai»-xam'ir.  At'.dersou,  Arch-v,  of  Md. 
Archer,  of  Va.  Ball,  B,ayly,  Brevard,  Bryan,  Hutlum,  Buio..  ii,  But- 
ler, Lou.  Canno.n,  Cobb,  Crafis,  Cmwell,  Culpenpt  r,  C-uitUv  rt, 
Eidy,  F.dwards,  Con.  Edwards,  of  N.  C.  Fisher,  Fullerton,  Garnett 
Gross,  Penn.  Hah,  N.  C.  Harriin,  Hiester,  Holnics,  Hooks,  John- 
son, Jon>:s,Va.  Kent,  Livermore,  Lowndes,  Msclay,  McCoy.  M>ir- 
cer,  Neale,  Nelson,  oi  .Mass.  Nelson,  Va.  Ov-  rstreet,  Park*T,  Va. 
Pinckney,  Pindali,  Rhea,  Ringgold,  Settle,  Smith,  N.  C.  Stroiig, 
N.  Y.  Swearingen,  Tarr,  Tracy,  Fucker,  Va.  Tuclser,  S.  C.  \Var«‘ 
fieid-i8. 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

T U c R S i I A Y ’ S P it  0 C K KT)  T NG  S. 

hi  the  senate— T\\&  only  material  business  trans- 
acted this  day,  was  on  the  tarifi'bill.  After  consi- 
derable debate,  a motion  was  made  by  .ASr.  Barbour 
to  postpone  it  untd  tne  next  session,  and  agreed  to 
by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows; 

Yeas— Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Elliott,  Gaillarcl, 
.lohnson,  of  Louisiana,  King,  of  Alabama,  Leake, 
Lloyd,  Macon,  Mellen,  Morril,  Otis,  Palmer,  Plea- 
sants, Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Tltomn.s,  Walker  of 
Alabama,  Walker, of  Georgia,  Williams,  of  Mississip- 
pi, Williams  of  Tenne?see--22, 

Nays— Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana,  Dickerson,  Eaton, 
Edwards,  Horsey,  Hunter,  .lohnson,  of  Kentucky, 
King,  ot  New  Yoik,  Lanman,  Logan,  Lowrie,  No- 
ble, Parrott,  Robert.s,  Ihiggles,  Sanford,  Tichenor, 
Trimble,  Van  Dyke,  Wilson-- 21, 

So  the  bill  was  rejected;  and 

The.  senate  adjourned. 

In  the  house  of  representatives.  The  engrossed 
bill  laying  duties  on  certain  sales  at  auction,  was 
read  the  third  time. 

[This  bill  pro])oses  to  lay  a duty  on  all  sales  of 
foreign  good.s  at  auction,  (except  sales  under  judi- 
cial process,  &c.) — of  one  per  cent,  on  the  amount 
of  sales  of  groceries,  and  that  class  of  articles, 
and  of  five  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  sales  of 
woolens,  cottsns,  and  certain  other  manufactured 
articles  ] 

After  debate,  the  question  on  the  passage  of  the 
bill  was  decided  by  yeas  and  'nays — for  the  passage 
of  the  bill  89;  against  it  61.  So  it  was  passed  and 
sent  to  the  senate. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland,  the  house 
resolved  itself  into  a committee  oi*  the  whole,  Mr. 
Smith  of  N.  C.  in  the  chair,  on  llie  bill  to  authorize 
t'ne  president  of  the  U.  States  to  borrow  two  inil- 
iioiis  of  dollars,  and  for  other  purposes. 

A long  debate  arose — ?4r.  Smith,  of  Martdand, 
brie.dy  explained  the  several  provisions  .of  the  bill, 
and  :uinounccd  his  intention  to  propose,  in  conse- 
quemee  of  the  proposed  extent  of  the  loan,  (for 
twelve  years’)  that  the  interest  to  be  paid  thereon 
siumld  be  limited  to, /rce  per  cent.  [If  it  cannot  be 
borrowed  at  tb.is  rate,  it  may  be  rai.sed  b}’  a tempo- 
rary loan,  at  six  per  cent,  which  the  bank  of  the 
U,  States  is  to  be  aulhori'zed  to  lend.] 

.Mr.  Trimble  then  mafic  a motion,  to  strike  out 
ivro  millienSj  [ the  proposed  amount  of  the  loan)  and 
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to  insert  in  lieu  Hiereof  ji-ve  millions;  und  entered) 
inio  a broad  view  of  the  state  and  prospect  of  our 
iinancial  atfairs,  to  shew,  that  a larger  loan  than 
two  millions  of  dollars  was  necessary  from  the  re- 
venue having  been  overrated,  and  that,  if  the  sink- 
ing fund  was  left  untouched,  five  millions  would 
be  little  enough.  If  his  motion  succeeded,  he  in- 
tended of  course,  to  move  to  strike  out  the  provi- 
sion, which  authorizes  the  application  of  the  sur- 
plus of  the  sinking  fund  for  the  present  year,  to  the 
current  expenses  of  the  year.  To  separate  the 
<listinct  quCvStions,  however,  of  the  true  amount  of 
deficit,  and  of  the  expediency  of  thus  applying  the 
sinkingfund,  he  limited  his  motion  for  the  present 
to  striking  out  the  word  Zwo,  leaving  the  amount 
blank,  to  be  filled  as  the  committee  Should  think 
proper. 

Mr.  Slom  followed  oil  the  same  side  of  the  ques- 
tion as  Mr.  Trimble.  3lr.  Smith  replied — it  was 
absurd  to  borrow  money  when  the  surplus  of  the 
sinkingfund  could  not  be  employed  for  the  redemp- 
tion of  the  public  debt.  Mr.  Lowndes  supported  the| 
hill,  though  favorable  to  a larger  loan.  Mr.  Baldwin  j 
wished  a loan  of  five  millions,  and  deprecated  a 
touching  of  the  sinking  fund.  Mr.  replied 

to  Mr.  Baldwin — saying  when  the  sinking  fund 
could  not  be  appropriated  to  the  purchase  of  the 
public  debt,  it  might  be  applied  to  ordinary  pur- 
poses. 

Mr.  Baldwin  and  Mr.  Tnmble  both  spoke  in  re- 
ply, the  latter  much  at  large;  when 

After  a session  of  about  six  hours,  the  committee 
rose;  and 

The  house  adjourned. 


CHRONICLE. 

iKew  York.  Tlie  election  in  this  state  took  place 
last  week.  It  is  yet  very  doubtful  who  has  been 
elected  governor — he  being  chosen  by  the  free  hol- 
ders; but  it  is  positively  stated  that  a majority  of 
the  assembly  is  opposed  to  the  administration  of  Mr. 
Clinton.  When  the  returns  are  all  at  hand,  we 
shall  publish  them  by  counties,  as  heretofore. 

rhe  ship  of  the  line  building  at  New 
York,  is  expected  to  be  launched  in  a few  days. — 
She  is  highly  spoken  of,  and,  it  is  said,  will  be  called 
the  A''ew  York. 

I’he  Columbus  74,  went  to  sea  on  the  27th  ult. 
bound  for  the  Mediterranean. 

A clerk  in  one  of  the  banks  in  Philadelphia  has 
absconded,  though  the  deficiency  in  the  monies 
conRded  to  his  honor  was  only  ten  thousand  dol- 
lars! The  fellow  deserves  credit  for  his  modesty. 
Many  defaulters,  to  many  times  tl\is  amount,  have 
bravely  stood  it  out,  aird  nobly  drank  their  wine  as 
usu  al,  at  home. 

Militia  duty.  An  act  was  passed  at  the  close  pf 
tlie  late  session  of  tlie  New  York  legislature,  ex- 
empting all  persons  having  religious  scruples 
against  bearing  arms,  from  the  performance  of  mi- 
litary duty  in  time  of  peace,  without  requiringfrom 
such  persons  the  payment  of  any  fine  or  commuta- 
tion whatever,  in  lieu  of  sucli  service. 

Plaster  of  Paris.  An  extensive  bed  of  this  valu- 
able article  has  just  been  discovered,  on  the  west 
branch  of  the  Susqnehannah,  near  Pcnnsborough, 
and  is  sold  at  the  quarry  for  per  ton.  'I'his  is  of 
more  importance  to  the  interior  of  Pennsylvania 
than  the  discovery  of  a goldmine. 

District  hanks.  We  have  returns  of  the  capitals 
of  the  several  banks  in  the  District  of  Columbia, 


how  paid,  &c.  reported  to  the  senate  by  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  in  pursuance  of  a resolution 
of  that  body.  In  general,  the  slock  appears  to' 
have  been  fairly  taken,  and  honestly  paid  in — ex- 
cept of  the  Franklin  bank,  whose  capital  was  only 
163,255  dollars,  114,830  of  wmch  was  original 
paid  by  stock  notes,  and^those  notes,  at  present, 
amount  to  the  decent  sum  of  138,602  dollars. — 
What  a pity  that  the  n.ame  of  Franklin  should  have 
been  so  abused!  The  capital  of  llie  Central  bank  is 
given  at  252,995— of  this  ^80,981  was  l!ie  pro- 
ceeds of  notes  discounted  by  the  bank,  and  33,458 
dollars  more  of  the  stock  of  the  bank  of  the  Me- 
tropolis. There  is  something  very  ingenious  in 
this-thus,  out  of  a bavik  fairly  established  on  a cap- 
ital of  a million,  we  might  establish  bank  after  bank, 
adinjbdtum^  one  after  the  other— so  another  bank 
might  be  made  out  of  the  Central  bank,  which  capi- 
tal is  in  part  a deposite  of  the  stock  - 4' that  of  the' 
Metropolis!  It  is  right  however,  to  observe  that 
the  district  banks,  except  the  iMechanics  and 
Franklin  banks  of  Alexandria,  take  up  their  own 
paper  with  that  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
or  pay  specie  as  required.  The  great  disburse- 
ments of  government,  and  of  strangers  within  the 
ten  miles  square,  enables  them  to  do  this. 

To  the  editor  of  the  Boston  Daily  .Advertiser. 

Sill — In  your  paper  of  Friday,  under  the  King- 
ston head,  is  a notice  of  the  frigate  Macedonian, 
said  to  be  brought  from  CliagTes,  by  the  British 
sloop  of  war,  the  Saplnre.*  As  the  whole  tenden- 
cy of  that  article  is  to  mislead  and  misinform  the 
public,  in  this  country,  I feel  myself  called  upon  as 
as  an  officer,  recently  from  the  Macedonian,  to  con- 
tradict those  barefaced  assertions,  tiiat  have  not 
even  the  shadow  of  truth  for  a inundation.  In  the 
first  place,  the  Macedonian  arrived  at  Panama,  the 
25lh  December,  1819,  and  sailed  again  previous  to 
the  15th  January,  1820.  Instead  of  the  sum  of 
500,000  dollars,  therein  stated  to  be  on  board  on 
Spanish  account,  there  was  notone  half  that  amount, 
and  that  on  account  of  Americans.  The  British 
frigate  Andromache,  capt.  Sheriff,  was  not,  at  any 
time,  at  Callao,  when  the  Macedonian  was  there; 
and  so  far  from  capt.  Sheriff’s  exhibiting  an  unwil- 
lingness to  assist  in  the  safe  conveyance  of  Spanish 
treasure,  the  Slaney  sloop  of  war,  capt.  Bryan,  had 
been  ordered  by  him,  down  to  Luna,  and  had  sailed 
three  days  previous  to  the  MaceKionian’s  arrival, 
with  3,000,000  of  specie  oii  board. 

Such  accounts,  as  that  from  Kingston,  having  an 
indirect  bearing  on  the  conduct  of  naval  officers 
abroad,  should  be  received  with  some  doubt,  and 
republished  with  great  caution.  The  high  and  de- 
served popularity  acquired  by  capt.  Downes, 
throughout  that  whole  country,  may  have  made 
him  somewhat  the  object  of  jealousy  at  Jamaica, 
and  this  perhaps,  appeared  a safe  methodto  aim  a 
sluift  at  him  in  the  United  States.— Between  capt. 
Sheriff  and  capt.  Downes  there  existed,  at  all 
times,  mutual  good  will,  and  a high  sense  of  per- 
sonal respect;  and  every  opportunity,  of  courtesy 
and  attention,  was  uniformly  improved  and  attend- 
ed to,  t)y  them  both. 

I'he  feelings  that  dictated  that  account,  must 
have  their  origin  at  Kingston,  .Tamaica.  1 am,  sir, 
very  respectfully,  JOHN  PERCIVAL, 

Late  second  lieut.  of  U.  S.  ship  Macedonian. 

Charlestown,  Friday,  April  23d. 

* \ he  substance  of  tlus  ii;teliigence  was  inserted 
' in  last  Saturday’s  Registku,  page  162. 
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A SUPPLEMENT  of  eight  pages  accompanies  this 
sheet,  by  which  we  have  been  enabled  to  present 
to  our  readers  nearly  the  whole  of  the  constitution 
of  the  cortes. 

The  proceeding's  of  congress,  for  two  or  three 
weeks,  have  been  of  great  national  interest  (we 
wish  we  could  say  also,  of  national  importance  in 
their  issue),  and,  of  course,  claimed  an  unusual  por- 
tion of  our  room,  that  a history  of  the  acts  of  the  fe- 
deral legislature  might  be  known  and  preserved  to 
our  readers,  together  with  the  principles  and  feel- 
ings of  the  majority,  on  the  great  questions  lately 
submitted  for  consideration.  An  adjournment  will 
probably  take  place  on  Monday,  as  agreed  upon  by 
the  two  houses,  and  we  are  glad  of  it-  after  which 
we  shall  make  considerable  efforts,  by  abstracts, 
extracts  or  insertions  in  exlenso,  as  may  be  re- 
spectively necessary,  to  publish  many  valuable  do- 
cumen's  hitherto  only  just  mentioned  in  the  pro- 
ceedings, and  which  the  current  of  matter  compel- 
led us  to  postpone.  Our  files  are  complete,  and 
nothing  shall  be  lost  that  caii  generally  interest  the 
friends  of  this  work,  though  the  body  of  useful  ma- 
terials is  very  formidable. 

The  auction  bill,  as  will  appear  by  a reference  to 
the  proceedings  of  congress,  has  been  reconsidered 
and  postponed  to  the  next  session,  by  the  house  of 
representatives.  In  the  majority  were  some  of 
those  who  had  iieen  its  best  friends;  but  the  other 
parts  of  the  system  reported  by  the  committee  of 
manufactures,  being  lost,  they  believed  that  no 
good  would  result  from  the  auction  bill,  as  amend- 
ed and  alone,  in  fact,  it  had  assumed  the  shape, 
and  would  have  had  the  simple  effect  of  a revenue 
b'.i!,  in  favor  of  the  United  States,  and  against  those 
Slates  in  which  duties  are  laid  on  sales  at  auction. 

We  expect  soon  to  take  some  extensive  views  of 
the  proceedings  of  congress  in  regard  to  domestic 
industry,  and  the  finances;  and  examine  also  the 
state  of  the  expenditures,  and  point  out  the  neces- 
sity of  recurring  to  economy.  At  the  present,  we 
must  relieve  our  files  of  the  documents. 

The  next  session.  A bill  has  passed  the  house  fix- 
ing the  time  for  the  next  session  ©f  congress  earlier 
t han  usual.  There  is  a large  o\'  unfinished 

business,  and  our  affairs  witli  Spain  may  claim  atten- 
tion. But — the  bill  is  rejected  in  senate. 

Spanish  constitution.  We  proposed  first  to  have 
published  an  abstract  of  the  constitution  of  the 
cortes,  and  had  a considerable  part  of  it  in  type — 
but  reflecting  upon  the  importance  of  the  docu- 
mentin  our  present  relations  with  Spain,  aswellon 
account  of  the  interest  of  the  mutter  itself,  we  have 
commenced  its  insertion  at  full  length,  to  be  so  ma 
naged  that,  when  tiie  volume  is  bound  Aip,  there 
shall  not  be  any  break  in  it.  It  is  with  sincere  re- 
gret we  observe  the  imperative  manner  in  which  a 
national  religion  is  established.  In  most  other  re- 
spects, the  constitution  may  be  deemed  a good  one, 
fora  monarchy. 

Various  notices  of  the  state  of  things  in  Spain, 
Will  be  found  under  the  proper  head. 
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delations  xuiih  Spain.  The  expected  message  from 
the  president  was  laid  before  congress  on  Tuesdav' 
last,  and  is  inserted  in  page  191.  'I  he  docuirnmls 
which  accompanied  it  have  their  substance  freely 
stated  ill  the  message  itself,  yet  we  shall  publish 
them  in  our  next.  Among  the  papers  is,  indeed, 
a most  able  letter  from  Mr.  Adams,  secretary  of 
state,  dated  the  8th  inst. 

It  is  probable  that  no  proceedings  will  be  had  to 
change  the  nature  of  our  present  relations  witli 
Spain — at  least,  sucli  is  the  spirit  of  the  message, 
and  the  state  of  our  treasury  is  also  to  be  attended 
to. 

The  JST iiHonal  intimates  tliat  Mr.  C/afs 

resolution,  for  making  an  appropriation  for  the  out- 
fit and  salary  of  a minister  or  ministers  to  the  Inde- 
pendent governments  of  South  America  (which  has 
passed  the  house  of  representatives),  was  conse- 
quent on  the  disclosure  of  the  result  of  the  nego- 
ciations  respecting  the  treaty  with  Spain. 

RevohUionnry  pension  law.  The  Intelligencer  sav--; 
A joint  resolve,  for  suspending  the  operation  of  the 
act  of  this  session  for  amending  tiie  revolulionary 
pension  law,  ha.s  passed  the  house  of  representa- 
tives. The  proviso  added  to  the  resolve,  on  the. 
motion  of  Mr.  Fuat,  autliorises  the  president  to  sus- 
pend the  payment  of  the  pension  ot  any  pensioner 
who,  in  his  opinion,  is  not  entitled  to  a pension  un- 
der the  original  law,  as  heretofore  stated. 


Rules  and  Regulations  for  the  Navy. 

Report  of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  in  pursuance 
of  a resolution  of  the  senate,  in  relation  to  the 
rules,  regulations,  and  instructions  for  the  naval 
service.  [Read  Jan.  3,  referred  to  the  commit- 
tee on  naval  affairs,  and  ordered  to  be  prini;d.] 

JVavy  department,  Dec.  29,  1819. 

Sir — In  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  honor- 
able the  senate,  of  the  8th  February  last,  ! have  the 
honor  to  report,  that,  on  examination  of  the  rul-s, 
regulations,  and  instructions  for  the  naval  service, 
prepared  and  reported  under  the  authority  of  an 
act  of  cong  ress  of  tiie  7th  day  of  February,  1815, 
they  are  found  to  be  at  variance  with  existing  iaws 
in  the  following  particulars: — 

9'iie  14lh  article,  under  the  head  of  navy  yards* 
places  the  guard  of.marines,  detached  for  the  pro- 
tection of  the  yard,  under  the  command  of  the  com- 
mandant of  the  yard,  in  the  same  manner,  as  if  on 
board  a ship  of  war,  and,  of  course,  subjects  the  ma- 
rines to  the  rules  and  articles  for  the  government 
of  the  navy — This  is  conceived  to  be  contrary  to 
the  act  of  the  11th  July,  1798,  establishing  and  or- 
ganizing a marine  corps,  and  by  which  act  the  corps 
is  considered  as  being  in  addition  to  the  militarv- 
establisliment:  and,  by  a fair  coi.struction  of  the  4tii 
section  of  the  act,  marines  when  doing  duty  on 
shore,  are  to  be  governed  by  the  rules  aiul  articles 
of  war,  prescribed  for  the  military  establishment 
of  the  United  states.  It  is,  however,  respectfully 
submitted,  for  consideration,  whether  an  amend- 
ment  of  the  law,  so  as  to  make  it  confer  n to  the 
rules  and  regulations  in  this  respect,  v/ill  not  be 
expedient;  it  miglit  contr:hu.e  <o  order  and  due 
subordination,  to  make  the  commandant  of  a yard 


ISG  NILES'  REGISTER— MAY  13,  lc£0-3S!AVY  REGULATIONS. 


as  mdepenamit  in  liis  yard,  in  all  respects,  as  a 
captain  on  board  ins  ship.  Siiouid  this  be  tliought 
to  mlei fere  too  inuclv  with  the  command  and  govein- 
inent  '.yl  tiie  inanne  corps,  it  is  suggested  as  worthy 
of  consideration,  wether  it  would  not  be  expedient, 
for  the  protection  of  navy  yards,  to  substitute 
watches,  to  be  com])osed  of  sailors  selected  from 
tiie  list  of  pensioners,  and  such  oiners  as  liave 
distinguished  themselves  for  integrity,  sobriety 
and  general  good  conduct,  in  the  ]>lace  of  guards 
deiuehed  from  the  corps  of  marines:  this  would 
give  employment  to  a very  meritorious  class  of  men, 
wlio,  by  their  age  and  aisabilities  are  rendered  un- 
lit for  active  sea  service.  It  is  believed  that  such 
protection  would  be  not  only  more  t iiicient,  but 
might  be  provided  at  much  less  expense  than  at 
present,  it  is  not  intended  by  this  suggestion  to 
iiuimaie  that  the  present  establishment  of  the  ma- 
rine corps  should  be  reduced,  but,  on  the  contrary 
if  guards  for  the  navy  yards  are  to  be  detached 
liom  this  corps,  as  our  snips  of  war  multiply,  it  will 
very  soon  become  indispensably  necessary  to  in- 
crease its  number. 

1)}  tlie  28th  article  of  the  regulations,  under  the 
iiead  of  puiseis,  tne  component  parts  o!  the  ration 
are  different  from  those  fixed  by  the  act  of  congress 
of  the  3d  March  18ul,  as  will  be  seen  by  compa- 
ring the  3d  section  of  the  act  with  tlie  article  above 
referred  to. — I'ea  and  sugar  have  been  substituted 
in  lieu  of  suet,  and  half  the  rice  form.' fly  issued. 
W hether  it  would  be  expedient  so  to  alter  the  lav?s 
as  to  make  the  ration  conformable  to  the  regulation, 
is  rLspectfuiiy  submitted. 

By  the  act  of  congress  of  the  21st  of  April  1806, 
it  is  declared,  tluit  the  ofhceis,  when  not  under 
orders  for  actual  service,  shall  receive  no  more 
than  half  their  monthly  pay;  and  by  the  third  arti- 
cle of  the  rules  and  regulations,  under  the  head  of 
full  and  halt  pay  and  rations,  it  is  provided,  that 
biicli  officers  shall  be  emitied  to  only  half  their  pay 
and  iialf  their  rations.—Doubts  have  been  entertain- 
ed whether  the  law  authorizes  tiie  allowance  of 
jiaift'neir  rations;  although  I am  of  opinion,  that  a 
just  interpretation  of  the  law  is  in  conformity  with 
tile  regulation  as  it  stands,  yet,  it  is  submitted 
Yvliether,  for  the  purpose  of  removing  all  doubt, 
it  is  not  expedient  to  make  ihelavv  more  expressive, 

I’hese  are  the  only  instances  in  which  I have  dis- 
covered the  rules  and  regulations  at  variance  with 
existing  laws.  By  the  resolution  of  the  honorable 
tiie  senate,  I am  also  required  to  report,  wliether, 
in  nty  opinion,  any  further  legislative  provision  is 
necessary  to  give  force  an  ' effect  to  these  rules 
and  regulations.  By  the  act  of  the  7th  February, 
1815,  the  commissioners  of  the  navy,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  were  required  to 
pr  pare  .such  rules  and  regulations  as  should  be  ne- 
cessary for  securing  an  uniformity  in  the  several 
classes  of  vessels  and  their  equipments,  and  for  re- 
pal  nng  and  refitting  them,  and  for  securing  respon- 
sib.Lty  in  tlie  subordinate  officers  and  agents. 
Which  regulations,  wiien  approved  by  the  presi- 
dent, the  act  declares,  sha  1 be  respected  and  obey- 
ed until  altered  and  revoked  by  the  .same  authority. 
So  far  as  the  rules  relate  to  the  subjects  upon 
whicli  they  were  to  be  prepared,  as  specified  m the 
act  aforesaid,  they  may  be  binding  and  operative 
without  any  further  legislative  provision.  But  it 
will  be  perceived,  from  an  examination  oftheriilbs 
and  regulations,  that  many  of  them  relate  to  subjects 
not  enumerated,  or  coming  wi-hin  tlie  purview  of 
the  act  under  whicli  they  w<  re  prepar' d;  in  whicli 
cases  they  have  not  the  force  abd  effi  ct  of  laws,  and 
further  legislative  provision  is  necessary  to  give 


them  such  effect.  It  is  believed,  tliat  some  addi- 
tions to  these  regulations  niiglit  be  advantageously 
made,  and  it  is  respectfully  suggested,  that  they  be 
revised  and  reported  to  congres.s,  and,  when  adopt- 
ed, expressly  made  by  law,  rules  tuid  reg-ulatiousfor 
the  government  of  the  nc%vy  of  the  United  States, 

By  the  resolution  I am  also  required  to  report 
any  othi^r  ])ro^ isioiis,  which  I may  deem  proper, 
for  the  more  perfect  administradon  of  the  naval  ser- 
vice. 

Believing  it  to  fall  within  the  scope  of  the  resolu- 
tion,  1 would  respectfully  suggest  tlie  propriety  of 
making  some  additional  grades  in  the  rank  of  naval 
officers,  t he  rank  of  captain  is  now  the  highest 
grade  in  the  navy  recognized  by  law;  and  hereto- 
fore, during' tiie  infancy  of  our  navy,  and  whibst  we 
had  no  vessels  of  a higher  class  than  frigates,  and 
the  number  of  captains  small,  it  was,  perhaps,  as 
high  a grade  as  the  good  of  the  service  required.  It 
is,  however  believed,  that,  from  the  addition  both 
to  the  number  and  class  of  our  public  ships,  and 
from  what  may  reasonably  be  anticipated  to  be  the 
situation  of  our  navy  m the  course  of  a few  years, 
both  justice  and  policy  require  some  higner  g'rades 
of  office  According  to  the  relative  rank  as  now  es- 
tablished betw’eentise  military  and  naval  officers,  a 
captain  in  the  navy  only  ranks  with  a colonel  in  the 
army.  This  is  thought  to  be  contrary  to  sound  po- 
licy and  the  good  of  the  service.  Th  importance 
of  rank,  both  in  the  military  and  naval  service  , will 
readdy  occur  to  all  in  any  degree  acquainted  with 
either.  It  is  therefore  respecfully  suggested,  that 
the  grades  of  commodore  and  rear  admiral  be  estab- 
lished bylaw;  this, -it  is  confidently  believed,  would 
es.sentialiy  contribute  (if  not  absolutely  necessary) 
to  due  subordination  and  discipline.  In  a fleet  or 
squadron,  when  the  different  vessels  may  be  com- 
manded by  officers  of  the  same  g'fade,  and  their  re- 
lative rank,  and  even  that  of  the  commander,  known 
only  by  the  dates  of  their  commissions,  there  will 
not  be  that  respect  and  subordination  observed, 
that  are  essential  to  order  and  harmony.  Should 
the  increased  expense  be  deemed  an  objection  at 
the  present  time,  let  the  number  of  officers  to  be 
appointed  be  few;  and,  indeed,  the  establishment  of 
these  grades  is  considered  so  essential  to  the  pros-- 
perity  of  the  navy,  that  it  is  an  object  deserving  at- 
tention, should  there  be  no  additional  compensation 
allowed. 

I would  further  beg  leave  to  suggest  the  pro- 
priety of  some  amendment  of  the  laws  relative  to 
the  surgeons  of  the  navy;  it  would  be  desirable  to 
to  establish  grades  in  this  class  of  officers  also;  at  all 
events,  justice  and  sound  policy  require  a gi'adation 
in  their  pay  and  emoluments;  the  compensation 
ought  to  be,  in  some  measure,  regulated  by  the  im- 
portance of  tlie  station  in  which  they  are  plac' d,' 
and  the  talents  and  qualifications  req  lired  for  the 
due  and  faithful  discharge  of  the  duty  imposed.-- 
Whetlier  the  compensation  now  allowed  is  sufficient 
to  call  into  the  service  the  talents  and  learning,’ 
which  its  importance  demands,  is  respectfullv  sub- 
mitted. A division  of  the  officers  into  classes,  ac- 
cording to  the  rate  of  the  vessel  in  which  they  shall 
serve,  is  thought  would  be  beneficial,  and  is  sug- 
gested for  con.sideratioii:  and  this  would  afford  a 
just  standard  by  which  to  regulate  their  pay.  ' he 
designation  of  some  officer  to  be  placed  at  the  head 
of  this  class  of  ofiicers,  and  who  should  liave  the 
immediate  superiiitendance  of  this  branch  of  the 
service,  under  ri  gulafions  for  that  purpose  to  be 
establis  ed,  is  believed  would  contribute  much  to 
the  benefit  of  the  service. 

The  rules  and  regulations  recognize  and  assign 
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particular  duties  to  several  officers  not  known  in 
tlie  law-  such  as  surgeons  of  tlie  fleet,  hospital  sui- 
geoMs,  and  medical  purveyors;  although  this  is  con- 
tiered  lit,  and  proper,  and  benehcial  to  the  sei\  ice, 
vet  some  legal  provision  is  necessary  to  give  such 

officers  the^•ank  and  authority  contemplated  by 
the  regulations.  These,  and  many  other  subjects 
ill  relation  to  this  class  of  officers,  the  details  ot 
which  could  not  with  porpriety  be  t-mbyacedm  this 
rv.port,  seem  to  require  attention  and  legal  pro- 
vision. . j 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted.  ^ 

S vdTH  mOMPSON. 
The  hou.  the  president  of  the  sejiate. 

Public  Eiiildings. 

tyo  have  an  additional  report  ot  the  committee 
on  the  public  buildings,  presented  to  the  house  of 
representatives  on  the  l6th  instant,  from  which  we 
abkract  the  following  particulars  as  generally  inte 
resting. 

Expenditure  on  the  wings 
of  tiie  capitol  to  the  de- 
struction of  the  same,  Aug. 

1814  S^88,0n  08 

On  the  president’s  house  do.  333,207  04 
On  the  public  ofiices,  do.  93,013  82 

^ 1,214,291  94 

Erecting  two  additional 
buildings  for  executive 

offices^  . 191,67108 

Repairs  on  wings  of  capitol 

to  J'-vnuary,  1820  679,159  14* 

Oo.  the  president’s  house  246,490  00 
Do.  the  public  offices  68,ol7  09 

Contingent  expenses  15,673  02 

009, 639  25 
^2, 415, 602  27 

Statement  of  resources  for  erecting  public  buildings  in 
the  city  of  Washington, 


And  if  to  amount  »f  resour- 
ces of  2,614,711  88 

Is  added  on  the  value  of  the 

land  1,668,800  00 

to  make  double  the  pre- 
sent low  estimate, 

This  amount  will  be  — ^ — ^4.,283,511  88 

It  seems  but  reasonable  to  anticipate  the  above 
Increase  in  value  of  this  property,  from  the  natural 
growth  of  the  cit)',  under  the  fustering  care  of  the 
government. 

If  this  expectation  should  be  realized,  it  will  ap- 
pear that  the  public  buildings  liave  been  erected 
from  the  proceeds  of  property  created  by  locating 
the  seat  of  government  in  this  place,  and  that  afurnl 
vvill  remain  for  further  improvements. 

For  the  centre  building  of  the  capitol,  160,000 
dols.  wei’e  appropriated  in  April  1818;  136,644iii 
March  1819;  and  the  sum  required  for  the  work  to 
be  done  thereon  during  the  present  year  is  esti- 
mated atgll4,769.  The  whole  cost  of  the  build- 
ing, it  is  supposed,  will  amount  to  800,000.  The 
enclosure-of  the  capitol  square,  with  a wail  and  iron 
railing,  and  graduating  and  improving'  the  same, 
has  cost  nearly  §73,OuO. 

File  building  and  enlargement  of  the  offices  of 
the  presidents  house,  repairing  and  furnishing  the 
WalLs,  gates,  See.  and  of  graduating-  and  improving 
the  square,  since  April  1818,  have  cost  together 
about  g40,u00. 

The  incidental  expenses  for  keeping  the  presi- 
dents house  and  its  appurtenances  in  repair,  during 
the  year  is  estimated  at  §1,100. 

'Fhe  whole  amount  appropriated  for  the  repairs 
of  the  capitol  and  the  presidents  house,  the  repairs 
and  erection  of  executive  offices,  and  towards  the 
centre  building  of  the  capitol,  including  «//the  ap- 
purtenances, amounts  to  §1,493,847,  and  there  is 
a deficiency  of  appropriations  of  99,191.  The 
dates  are  from  Feb.  13,  1615,  to  January  1, 1820,  in- 
clusive. 


‘Donation  from  the  state  of 
Virginia  in  1791,  towards 
public  buildings  §120,000  00 

Donation  from  the  state  of 

Maryland  72,000  00 

Amount  of  sales  of  public 

lots  to  January  1,  1820  706,811  88 

-898,811  88 

Valuation  of  public  property,  viz:— 

5,155  building  lots  for  sale, 
at  §180,  the  average  price 
of  former  sales  927,900  00 

542  acres  of  ground  reserv- 
edfor  use  of  United  States, 
at  same  rate  740,000  00 

I L-and  and  free  stone  quarries, 

I wharves  dnd  water  lots  48,000  00 

1,715,900  00 

. §2,614,711  88 

From  the  foregoing  statement,  it  appears  that  the 
donations  and  actual  sale.s, together  with  the  pub- 
lic lands,  at  a very  hnu  will  more  than 

balance  the  amount  of  expenditure  at  the  pre- 
sent time; — ^ 

Rut  if  we  add  to  the  amount  expended 

of  2,415,602  27 

**  The  probable  expense  of  the  centre  of 
'll  the  capitol,  and  completing  the 

ji  square  800,000  00 

j The  amount  will  be  §3,215,602  27 


HOUSE  OF  REPaESENt-ATIVES. 

Tuesday,,  JMarch  21. 

PUBLIC  BUILDIX&S. 

Mr.  MeigSj  from  a committee,  delivered  in  the 
following  report: 

Tiie  committee  on  the  expenditures  upon  the  pub- 
lic buildings,  respectf.illy  report; 

I'iiat  they  have,  in  pursuance  of  their  duty  gene- 
rally, and  in  obedience  to  the  resolution  of  the 
iiouseof  representatives,  requiring  tiie  commiitee 
to  ascertain  whether  the  expenses  upon  the  public 
buildings  'cannot  be  lesv;ened,  without  arresting 
their  progress,  made  such  enquiries  as  deemed  to 
the  committee  necessary  to  attain  the  requisite  in- 
formation. That  the  paper  annexed  marked  A, 
containing  an  account  ofthe  expenditures  from  the 
I3th  of  February,  1815,  to  the  1st  of  January,  1820, 
was,  at  tlie  request  of  the  committee,  rendered  to 
them  by  Samuel  Lane,  the  commissioner  of  public 
buildings.  This  statement  exhibits  an  expenditure 
of  1.491,363  dollars  and  24  cents,  of  whicli  ncifrly 
one  million  of  dollars  was  expended  on  repairs  of 
the  damage  done  by  the  enemy  in  1814.  The  pa- 
per annexed,  marked  B,  also  rendered  by  request, 
from  the  commissioner,  exhibits  a view  ofthe  total 
expenditures  upon  the  public  buildings  in  the  city 
of  Washington,  from  the  commencement  to  the  1st 
of  January,  1820;  and  also  a view  ofthe  value  and 
proceeds  of  the  public  lands  in  the  district  of  Co- 
lumbia. The  latter  statement  is  exhibited,  in  order 
that  the  liniise  of^rejiresentalive.s  may  know  the 
just  relation  of  the  national  expenditures  upon  edi» 
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fic.  s lit  tiie  disu  icl,  lo  the  uattt>nal  acquismons  m . by  the  reht  ctioii  that  the  national  acquisition  in  the 
the  same.  \ccordint^  to  this  view  it  appears,  tiiat ; district,  approaches  so  nearly  its  expenditures, that 
the  valuation  ot  the  public  lands,  and  actual  amount  | it  may  be  presumed  the  total  expenditures  will  not 
ot  sales,  added  to  donations  from  the  states  of  Vir  j (when  the  capitol  shall  be  Hnished)  much,  if  at  all. 


ginia  and  Maryland,  exceed  the  nauonal  expendi- 
tures upon  public  buildings  within  the  district,  by 
nearly  40d,O00  dollars. 

'I'he  committee,  having  obtained  this  general  in- 
formation relative  to  the  subject  of  their  appoint- 
ment, proceeded  to  ascertain,  so  tar  as  was  in  their 
power,  the  relative  prices  of  materials,  and  wages 
of  artists  and  laborers,  at  different  periods,  during 
the  progress  of  the  works  done  in  the  district,  and 
present  a table  thereof,  which  is  annexed,  marked 
C.  also  a letter  from  the  commissioner  of  the  pub- 
lic buildings,  with  another  table,  ^narked  D.  in 
which  the  estimate  of  prices  of  materials  is  not  made 
for  182U,  but  it  is  slated  that  tiiese  are  reduced, 
part  cLilariy  the  price  of  brick.  The  wages  of 
workmen  are  here  csumated  much  lower  than  they 
have  been  in  former  y eais,  as  will  appear  on  examin- 
ing UK-  same. 

It  does  not  appear  to  the  committee  that  lower 
wages  tiian  those  exhibited  for  1820,  cun  be  expect- 
ed in  this  district;  and  the  committee  believe  that 
tlie  commissioner  has  used  every  exertion  in  his 
power  to  regulate  these  expenditures,  by  similar 
expc -uses,  in  Baltimore,  Philadelphia  and  New  York, 
and  has  obtained  workmen  and  materials  upon  as 
g'ood  terms  as  could  reasonably  be  expected,  when 
it  is  considered  that  many  of  the  workmen,  and 
some  of  the  materials  are  not  to  be  obtained,  ex- 
cept from  distant  parts  of  tiie  country. 

'I'he  conim.ttee  have  endeavored  to  make  them- 
selves acquainted  with  the  general  character  of  the 
work,' winch  is  designed  to  be  bestowed  upon  tlie 
centre  building  c f the  capitol  and  it  appears  to  them 
that  it  cannot  properly  be  conducted  with  less  at- 
tention to  ornament  than  is  designed,  without  injury 
to  that  fitness  of  parts  which  becomes  a whole,  and 
they  are  pleased  to  find  that  the  principal  ornament 
of  this  centre  work  will  consist  not  of  expensive 
sculpture,  but  ©fits  simple  form,  the  Rotunda.  The 
committee  think  proper  to  suggest  to  the  house, 
however,  that,  as  it  is  contemplated  to  form  the 
dome  of  the  centre  of  brick  work  in  imitation  of 
tlie  Pantheon  at  Rome,  and  as  such  work  will,  when 
added  to  the  great  weight  of  the  edifice,  require  the 
most  serious  attention  to  the  foundations  of  the 
whole  edifice  to  secure  its  safety;  and  as  from  the 
exarnmation  which  the  committee  have  had  occa- 
sion to  make,  they  feel  convinced  that  these  foun- 
dations require  attention,  that  it  is  worthy  the  con- 
sideration of  the  house,  whether  effectual  means 
should  not  be  taken  to  give  perfect  S'  curiiy,  espe- 
cially on  the  westerly  side  of  tlie  edifice,  by  means 
of  walls  of  sufficient  weigiit  and  compactness  to 
counteract  the  apparent  tendency  of  damage  to  the 
capitol  in  that  liirection. 

'I'his  consideration  ought  to  precede  the  execu- 
tion of  the  massive  w ork,  which  is  destined  to  com- 
plete the  centre  building. 

The  latter  suggestion  may  not  appear  to  fall  pre- 
cisely within  tlu-  bounds  of  duty  prescribed  to  the 
comniiltee,  but  as  the  prevention  of  damage  to  the 
public  budding  will  be  a saving  of  expense  in  the 
end.  they  have  thought  it  not  proper  to  omit  it. 

It  appeals  to  the  committee  desirable  that  the 
capitol  .should  be  finished  as  soon  as  may  be  conve- 
niently d no,  wiih  regird  to  tiie  goodness  of  the 
■work,  Tt  is  evident  that  the  unfinished  parts  are 
injured  every  winter  by  that  exposure  to  tlie  wea- 
ther, winch  they  seem  unavoiduidy  to  sustain.  And 
the  ui  osecution  of  the  work  ought  to  be  encouraged 


exceed  the  acquisition,  and  would  not  have  equal- 
led it,  unless  that  expenditure  had  been  swelled 
one  million,  by  the  ruthless  Vandalisin  of  the  ene-' 
my,  who  applie-d  the  torch  of  destruction  to  the  first 
national  ornaments  he  approached. 

All  which  is  respectfully  submitted. 

The  report  was  ordered  to  lie  on  the  table. 


ForeigQ  Articles. 

THE  «HOLY  ALLIANCE  ” 

A Vienna  article  of  March  8,  says: — It  is  confi- 
dently said,  that  Austria  and  Prussia  have  issiie(4an 
ultimatum,  in  which  they  have  declared  that  they* 
have  decided  (in  concert  with  the  ministers  of  seve- 
ral other  courts;)  to  establish,  without  delay,  ant 
army  of  observation  of40,000meii,  half  Austrians, and 
half  Prussians,  upon  the  Rhine,  from  Weselto  May- 
ence.  'flus  army  is  to  be  doubled  on  the  firs'  alarms 
is  to  be  always  ready  to  take  the  field,  and  the  e'x-- 
pense  of  it  to  be  divided  amongst  the  confederated 
powers.  It  may  be  considered  as  tlie  advanced 
guard  of  the  army  of  the  ‘holy  allimced  and  per- 
haps the  report  of  the  expected  arrival  of  its  com- 
mander in  chief  (duke  of  Wellington)  upon  the 
continent,  is  not  without  foundation. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  ANIJ  IRELAND. 

London  dates  io  April  1,  inclusive^ 

Stocks,  March  29 — 3 per  cent,  consols  68  1-2  5 8i, 
U-  States  3 per  cents  66  to  66^. 

A semi-annual  dividend  of  five  per  cent,  was  de- 
clared by  the  bunk  of  England,  March  16. 

Letters  have  been  received  from  the  queen,  dat- 
ed at  Rome.  She  is  indignant  at  the  oRvission  of 
her  name  in  the  liturgy — a charitable  act  of  lier  hus- 
band and  his  obedient  priest**,  to  deprive  hi-r  of  the 
benefit  of  tfie  prayers  of  the  people,  if  there  is  any 
benefit  in  them.  She  is  about  to  return  to  Eng- 
land, and  has  ordered  persons  to  meet  her  at  Calais. 

'f’he  king  has  conferred  the  dignity  of  baronet  on 
Walter  Scott. 

Gen.  Grosvenor,the  ministerial  candidate  at  Ches- 
ter, having  in  his  coach  rudely  attempted  lo  pass  a 
crowd  of  his  opponents  who  happened  to  be  on  the 
bridge  over  the  Dee,  by  which  many  were  injured, 
the  mob,  having  cut  the  traces  and  loosened  tlie 
horses,  proceeded  to  throw  the  coach  and  its  con- 
tents into  the  river!  'Mie  general  luckily  escaped, 
but  hi.s  coach  w^ascast  over  and  dashed  tir  pieces. 

Mr.  Hunt,  and  four  associates,  have  been  found 
guilty,  after  a laborious  and  patient  investig*atioft 
of  their  case  of  ten  days,  in  a county  to  which  the 
defendants  had  I’ernoved  the  cause. — The  words  of 
the  recorded  verdict  w'ere  as  follow  s:  “Guilty  of 
assembling  with  nn  awful  banners  an  unlawful  meet- 
ing,\'(,\'  the  purpose  of  exciting  discontent  and  disaf- 
fectioji  in  the  minds  of  the  liege  subjects  of  our  so- 
vereign lord  the  king,  against  the  govemrnent  and 
constitution  of  this  realm  as  by  law  established,  and  of 
attending  the  meeting.”  He  was  escorted  through 
Leeds  in  the  evening  by  about  30,00o  of  his  friends 
among  the  people — 20.000  ofwhom  curried  torches. 

Sir  Francis  Rurdet  has  also  received  his  trial  at 
Liecester,  for  a libel  of  the  government,  contained 
in  his  famous  letter  upon  the  unfortunate  affair  at 
Manchester;  and  also  of  “being  a malicious  and  ill 
disposed  person,  unlawfully  and  maliciously  devs- 
ing  and  intending  to  raise  and  excite  discontent  and 
sedition  among  the  people.” 

It  is  understood,  that  a luotiou  will  be  made  next 
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term,  for  setting-  aside  the  verdict  ugumst  sir  F. 
Burclett,  on  the  ground  of  a mis-fiading  by  the  jury 
to  the  place  of  publication. 


True 


bills  f r high  treason  and  murder,  have 


been  found  against  fhistlewood  and  his  associates 
Great  election!  Mr.  G.  C.  Antrobiis,  at  present 
a resident  at  Washington  City  and  charge  des  af- 
fjii-  s for  Great  Britain,  has  been  elected  a member 
of  parliament  for  the  borough  of  Aldborough,  after 
a spirited  opposition!  Mr,  Antrobus  ami  the  per- 
son put  up  vvitii  him,  had /or/y  vot  s — their  oppo- 
nents, seven-,  total  number  f votes  to  make  two 
members  of  parliament,  47,  or  23^  a piece.  This, 
however,  is  a stout  poll,  compared  with  some 
others. 

Electioneering!  A singular  advertisement  has 
appeared  in  the  Lineoln  Mercury,  signed  H.  Man- 1 
ners,  requesting  the  electors  of  Grantham  to  elect 
Mr.  F Manners  to  parliament,  in  the  place  of  sir. 
W.  E.  Wdby,  who  declines.  The  reasons  set  forth 
by  Ur.  H.  Manners,  why  he  wishes  Mr.  F.  Manners 
elected,  is,  that  “an  artful,  profligate,  infamous 
married  woman,”  has  eloped  with  him  to  Marseil- 
le.'?, and  if  elected,  the  speaker’s  warrant  on  a call 
fi  om  the  house,  would  be  the  means  of  restoring 
him  to  his  anxious  friends!  On  such  national 
grounds,  says  the  County  Chronicle,  the  people  of 
Grantham  can  certainly  do  nothing  less  than  elect 
him. 

inANCE. 

Politics  run  high  at  Paris  - discussions  are  very 
free.  An  account  says — 

r “Since  the  assassination  of  the  duke  de  Berri,  par- 
ty spirit  runs  liigh  in  Paris.  No  conver.sation  un- 
connected with  politics  is  listened  to  The  slight- 
est difference  of  opinion  suffices  to  interrupt  friend- 
Bhips  of  ancient  date,  In  the  departments,  the  fer- 
mentation is  said  to  be  yet  more  alarming.  Much 
prudence  and  energy  have  been  requisite  to  pre- 
vent an  explosion  ” 

A letter  from  Bordqatix,  dated  March  18,  says— 
send  you  the  newspapers,  from  which  you  will 
perceive  that  we  arc  about  to  be  deprived  of  the 
liberty  of  press  and  person — Party  spirit  is  very 
high— one  of  our  newspapers,  the  ‘ ribune,  in  tlie 
oppcs’t'ion,  was  burnt  at  the  theatre  on  Simday  nigltt, 
and  there  have  been  several  dm  Is  in  consequence.” 
The  London  Morning  Chronicle  states,  that  the 
situation  of  France,  at  this  moment  is  truly  alarm- 
ing, and  that  numerous  arrests  have  ta^en  place 
a*  Paris.  The  JUinerve^  edited  by  Evereste  fhi  Jilou~ 
liv,  concludes  a paragraph  as  fo!low.s;  “Let  u be 
on  onr  guard!  ‘ he  Censure  is  preparing  its  scis- 
sors; the  gaolers  are  opening  their  dungeons;  let 
us  hasten- -but  not  despair!  It  is  not  yet  twenty 
days,  since  in  a neighboring  country,  the  Inquisi- 
tion, the  Jesuits,  despotism,  torture,  and  scaffolds 
were  in  perma"ent  force.  'Fhey  are.  destroyed. 
Liberty  has  recovered  its  empire  beyond  the  Pyre- 
nees—it  has  gone  to  sleep  in  France,  but  its  sacred 
■|ire  is  not  extinct.  It  w'iii  be  rekindled. 

SPAIX. 

By  a late  arrival  at  Boston  from  Malaga,  we  learn 
that  the  ministry  in  Spain  had  been  entirely  chang- 
ed and  constitmional.sts  appointed.  J'he  officers, 
civil  and  military  throiigliout  the  kingdom,  with  a 
few  exceptions,  had  been  removed,  and  constitu- 
tionalists appointed,  t he  members  of  the  ciu’tes 
of  1812  were  collecting,  and  expresses  had  been 
s nt  to  severa'  at  a distance,  requiring  their  attend- 
ance at  a g'  ner  1 assembly,  to  be  holden  at  Madrid, 
as  soon  as  ])ossib!e. 

On  tlie  9ih  and  lOtli  of  March,  a massacre  of  a 
Tiumber  of  tlie  inhabitants  of  Cadi/,  took  piace,— 


1.  aiipearsthat  gen  Freyre  visited  Cadiz  on  tne  Bth, 
when  the  j>eople  called  for  the  consiiuiUon,  and 
he  promised  it  should  be  proclaimed  onthefodow- 
ing  day.  Accordingly,  tiie  inhabitants  assembled 
in  a large  public  square  for  the  purpose,  wheii  the 
troops  of  the  garrison,  (who  had  been  joined  by  a 
number  of  deserters  from  Is!a)  fired  upon  them,  and 
between  seven  and  eight  hundred  were  Icilled,  and 
from  eleven  to  twelve  hundred  wounded!  rhis  caused 
gr  at  commotion  fora  while,  but  all  was  quiet  when 
our  informant  leil  there.  The  constitution  was  fi- 
nally proclaimed  in  Cadiz,  21st  March,  in  the  even- 
ing. 

The  Mercantile  Diara  of  Cadiz,  March  21,  con- 
tains a statement  of  the  killed  and  wounded  in  that 
city  in  the  affair  of  the  10th  of  March,  as  follows — 
killed,  men,  371;  women,  36;  children,  29 — total, 

I 436.  Wounded,  still  in  the  hospitals,  90;  besides 
many^  who  are  at  their  own  houses. 

Gen.  Freyre  disavows  a participation  in  the 
massacre  at  Cadiz — he  said  it  was  the  effect  of  the 
“indiscrete  ardor  ofthe  ti  oops  ” We  have  an  inte- 
resting letter  in  the  Aurora  of  Saturday  Iasi,  dated 
at  Cadiz,  March  17,  by  which  it  appears  that  the 
people  were  murdered  without  object  except  to 
gratify  a lust  of  blood — they  were  fired  upon  with- 
out the  least  w'arning.  The  constitution  had  not 
been  proclaimed  at  Cadiz  on  the  l7th,  and  the  peo- 
ple were  so  incensed  that  it  was  thought  they 
would  cast  out  the  royal  assassins  before  it  took 
place.  The  houses  were  chiefly  shut  up  and  every 
tiling-  was  gloomy.  When  the  news  ofthe  massa- 
cre reached  Seville,  the  people  a-ssumed  the  pow- 
ers of  the  city  and  displaced  Ferdinand’s  officers. 

In  the  contest  between  the  royal  and  revolution- 
ary forces  at  Malaga,  Feb.  19 — 69  or  70  were  killed 
and  wounded. 

A plot,  to  bring  about  a counter-revolution  w.as 
d scovered  in  Madrid,  10th  March;  and  several  per- 
30  -s  concerned  in  it  were  arresied  and  imprisoned. 
The  Infantado  had  resigned  his  employ- 

ments. 

The  garrison  of  Madrid  took  the  oath  to  the  king 
and  constitution  on  the  lOth  of  March.  It  is  stated 
that  the  liberty  of  the  press  lias  been  re-established 
by  the  provisioual  junta.  The  cortes  were  to  as- 
semble on  the  15th  of  May.  rhe  amnesty  extends 
to  those  Spaniards  vvho  are  out  ofthe  kingdom,  as 
well  as  those  within  it,  on  account  of  political  opi- 
nions. 

Mina,  Peon,  &c.  have  dissolved  their  corps 
of  p;rtriots — considering  the  revolution  as  complet- 
ed. 

It  is  reported  that  Ferdinand  is  unpopular  in 
Spain — and  a cluinge  ofthe  dynasty  is  ex])ccted — , 
or,  the  establishment  of  p.  republic. 

A letter  says,  “the  jails  and  dungeons,  are  alrea- 
dy lightened  of  tlieir  burthens,  (prisoners  of  church 
and  state,)  and  thousands  are  restored  to  the  bo- 
soms of  their  families  ” 

A Madrid  article  .says: — Every  day  there  comes 
forth  from  the  dungeons  ofthe  vnepaisition,  soldiers 
and  citizens,  whom  public  opinion  and  grat  tude  re- 
place at  the  head  of  the  government  and  the  tribu- 
nals. AVe  are  astonished  that  a handful  of  subal- 
tern tyrants  had  so  long  tlie  pov.'er  of  prosecuting' 
the  men  wliomal]  Spam  revere. 

B 'fore  tb.e  late  revolution,  Spaviish  exchequer 
Bills  (f vales  reales  ) were  at  a discount  of  86  per 
cent,  and  even  coulci  not  be  negnriatHt!  at  tlbarate; 
hut  immediately  after  tb.e  coustitutioii  was  pro- 
claimed, tiiey  rose  to  72. 

Tlie  decree  ofthe  Icing  fin*  cenvoking  the  cortes,. 
i v'us  .s.gneii  in  tb.e  old  fasiiioiied  vmd  manncT 
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or  “I  THK  Ki?TG.‘*  The  people  assembled  and 
compelled  the  printer  to  issue  it  according-  to  the 
fcnnula  of  the  constitution,  to  be  si^^ned  with  the 
king-’s  name.  '1  hose  copies  that  had  been  issued 
otlierw'se  were  burnt.in  the  street.  The  people 
also  required  the  printer  to  change  the  designation 
q\' royal  printer  to  that  of  natimal  printer. 

The  election  of  members  to  the  cartes  for  the 
(fiiy  of  Cadiz,  was  to  take  place  about  the  22d  or 
33d  of  March, 

il  die  foreign  ambassadors  have  been  changed, 
exccjjt  >dr.  Vives  to  the  United  States. 

The  king  of  Spain  has  named  the  duke  de  Frias, 
ambasaclor  to  London,  vice  the  duke  of  San  Carlos; 
the  duke  del  fkarque,  to  Paris,  vice* the  duke  de 
Fernan-Nunez;  don  Luis  de  Onis,  to  Naples,  vice 
d u ih-dro  Labrad.oi;  cou>'t  de  Terenor,  to  Prussia, 
vice  don  Pascaui  Vallejo;  don  Slanuel  Gonzalez  Sal 
mm,  to  Russia;  don  Josef  Maria  de  Pondo,  consul 
g-encral  to  Lisbon. 

't  he  most  fi-jendly  sentiments  for  the  U.  States 
are  expressed  by  tlie  constitutionalists,  and  it  is 
thovight  no  difllculty  in  the  negociation  would  be 
caused  by  thifi  party. 

Abolition  of  the  inquisition  ~ royal  decree.  “Consi- 
dering’that  the  tribunal  of  the  inquisition  is  incom- 
patible with  the  constitution  of  the  Spanish  monar- 
chy promulgated  at  Cadiz  in  1812,  and  that  on  that 
■account  the  corl^s  suppressed  it  by  decree  of  the 
22d  Febniai^,  1813;  after  mature  and  long  reflec- 
tion, and  advising  with  the  junta  established  by  my 
decree  of  this  day,  and  in  conformity  with  its  opi- 
nion, I have  ordered  this  tribunal  shall  be  suppres- 
sed  throughout  the  monarchy,  and  by  consequence, 
the  council  of  the  supreme  inquisition,  and  that  all 
persons  v.  ho  may  be  found  in  its  prisons,  for  politi- 
cal or  relig'ious  opinions,  shall  instantly  be  set  at  li- 
berty,referring  to  the  rev  bishops  the  cognizance  of 
the  latter  causes,  in  tiieir  respective  dioceses,  in  or- 
der tliatthey  may  inquire  into  the  same  and  decide 
tliereon,  conforming'  exactly  to  the  aforesaid  decree 
of  tile  extraordinary  cortes. — At  the  palace,  this  9th 
March,  1820 

J\hid)  uh  March  \ bth. — The  affair  of  tlie  cession  of 
the  Fiorida.s,  is  now  suspended  fora  long  time — the 
constitution  expressly  declares,  that  “the  king  can- 
not alienate,  cede,  or  excliange  any  province,  town, 
borough  or  village,  nor  any  part,  however  small,  of 
the  Spanish  territory.”  It  specifies  tlie  principal 
pavtsof  that  territory,  and  expressly  names  the  two 
Floridas. 

SOUTH  AMEIIICA, 

Tl)v  first  vessel  wliich  has  reached  tlie  United 
States  under  the  Columbian  flag,  arrived  at  Phila- 
delphia on  the  8th  inst.  The  republic  of  Colum- 
bia  is  comprised  of  Venezuela,  New  Grenada,  and 
Quito.  'fJie  flag  lias  three  stripes,  blue,  red  and 
yellow,  with  three  stars,  representing  the  three 
grand  departments,  in  the  ground  or  field. 

Pio  de  Je  ITache  has  been  cajitured  by  Prion’s 
squadron,  wltii  inconsiderable  loss. 

'riic  paper  of  Buenos  Ayres  was  at  75  per  cent. 
di.se  onnt. 

Ft  om  Venezuela.  We  have  late  accounts  from 
Angostura,  staling  that  a hioody  action  look  place 
between  Paez  and  tlie  royal  general  .Morales,  near 
tJslab-'za,  ‘'hr  army  of  tiic  latter  was  5000  strong’, 
nnd  cvci-y  man  was  either  killed,  wounded,  or  taken 
prisoner. 

From  Buenos  Ayres.  We  liave  no  later  accounts, 
but  some,  add'tioTiid  particulars  H appears  proba- 
ble tii.at  a complete  revolution  was  aiiout  to  be  ef- 
fected, which,  >t  seems  generally  believed,  would 
be  eminer/JjrbencScial  “to  the  people,”  and  espe- 


cially so  in  promoting  union  among  the  provinces, 
\rtigas,  Ramirez  and  Carrera,  would  be  at  the  head 
of  the  new  order  of  things'.  No  three  persons  are 
perhaps,  more  capable  of  bringing  the  different  in- 
terests of  the  people  together.  Ovir  last  accounts 
dated  Feb.  14,  say  that  Buenos  Ayres  had  been 
formally  surrendered  to  Carrera — adding,  “It  is  not 
yet  known  what  arrangements  have  been  made;  but 
it  is  the  general  opinion  that  the  confedei’ate  sys- 
tem will  be  adopted,  and  the  capital  removed  to  a 
more  central  part  of  the  country,  (perhaps  to  Santa 
Fc,)  and  Buenos  Ayres  will  only  be  considered  as 
a province.” 


CON^IRESS. 

IJf  SKXATE. 

May  5.  Mr.  Macon  laid  on  the  table  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

Resolved,  That  authority  ouglit  to  be  vested  in 
the  secretary  of  the  treasury  department,  to  exa- 
mine and  finally  settle  all  such  equitable  claims  as 
cannot,  according  to  tlie  rules  and  regulations  of 
the  department,  be  now  settled. 

The  senate  took  up  the  amendments  of  the  other 
house  to  the  bill  providing  for  clothing  the  army  in 
domestic  manufactures. 

On  motion,  the  first  and  second  amendments — 
providing,  first,  that  the  preference  shall  be  given 
to  domestic  fabrics,  if  not  exceeding  five  per  cent, 
more  than  foreign;  and,  secondly,  that  public  no- 
tice shall  be  given  of  the  supplies  wanted-— were 
disagreed  to;  and  the  third  amendment,  extending 
the  provisions  of  the  bill  to  the  marine  corps,  was 
agreed  to  by  the  senate. 

Many  bills,  (not  of  a general  nature)  were  passed 
or  otherwise  disposed  of 

The  senate  resumed  the  consideration  of  the  bill 
to  limit  the  term  of  office  of  certain  disbursing  and 
other  officers  of  the  government;  and,  the  bill  hav- 
ing been  further  amended. 

The  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  and  read  a third  time,  and  decided 
in  the  affirmative,  as  follows: 

YF.  AS. — Messrs,  Barboui’,  Burrill,  Dana,  Dicker- 
son,  Eaton,  Elliott,  Gaillard,  Horsey,  Hunter,  John- 
son, of  Lou.  King,  ofN.  Y,  Lanman,  Leake,  Low- 
rie,  Macon,  Mellen,  Noble,  Otis,  Palmer,  Roberts, 
Sanford,  Smith,  Stokes,  Tayloi’,  J’homas,  J ichenor, 
A^an  Dyke,  AA illiams,  of  Miss.  A\^ilson. — 29. 

NAYS. — Messrs  King,  of  Alabama,  Lloyd,  Rug- 
gles,  Trimble.— 4 

The  senate  then  went  into  the  consideration  of 
executive  busine.ss:  after  which 

The  house  adjourned  to  Monday. 

May  8.  After  much  other  business,  to  be  no- 
ticed hereafter,  as  necessary — 

The  senate  took  up  the  amendments  of  the 
other  house  to  the  bill  extending  the  charter  of 
the  city  of  Washington,  and  agreed  to  all  of  them 
except  that  which  strikes  out  of  the  charter  the 
authority  to  the  city  to  raise,  with  the  approbation 
of  the  president  of  the  United  states,  money  for 
certain  purposes,  by  way  of  lottery.  This  amend- 
ment was  advocated  by  Messrs  Kiny,  of  N.  A'ork, 
and  Burrill,  and  opposed  by  Messi’s  Horsey  and  Ro- 
berts, and  was  disagreed  to — 16  to  10,  and  a com- 
mittee of  conference  appointed  on  the  part  of  the 
senate,  on  the  subject. 

'I  he  senate  also  disagreed  to  the  .amendments  of 
the  bill  to  establish  additional  land  offices  in  Alabama. 

Several  private  bills  were  ordered  to  be  read  a 
third  time — among  them,  one  for  the  relief  of  gen. 
James  Wilkinson. 
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he  senate  resumed,  in  comniiitiie  oi  the  vv  liule 
Mr  Murrill  in  the  ctiair,  the  cousideraticm  oC  the 
billto  authorize  the  appointment  of  cummissioneis 
to  e.Aumine  the  route  ot  the  Chesapeake  aiul  Dela- 
ware canal,  as  already  laid  out,  and  tiie  route  ol  the 
jM-oposed  canal  from  the  waters  of  the  Delaware  to 
those  of  the  Raritan. 

Mr  Smi(/i  and  Mr  opposed  the  bill  on 

principle  and  at  considerable  length  I he  bill, 
its  constitutionality,  and  expediency,  were  support- 
ed at  large  by  Messrs  A7/i£-,  of  N.  Y.  Bichersun  and 
Vcnl  Dyke 

After  much  debate — postponed  until  to-morrow 
May  9.  • he  senate  resumed,  in  committee  of 

th^  whole,  Mr  Morril  in  the  chair,  the  bill  to  au- 
thorize the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  survey 
the  routes  of  certain  canals — Mr  Bnrrili’s  amend- 
ment being  still  under  consideration 

[This  amendment  goes  to  provide  for  a survey  of 
the  best  route  for  a canal  from  Naragansett  bay  to 
Massachusetts  bay — the  importance  of  which  may 
be  seen  by  referring  to  the  map.] 

Debate  being  had,  the  amendment  was  agreed 

to — i4lo  9;  and  then the  bill  was  indefinitely 

post{)oned. 

Tiie  senate  then  took  up,  in  committee  of  the 
whole,  Mr.  Homey  in  the  chair,  the  bill  to  authorize 
the  appointment  of  commissioners  to  examine  the 
country  between  the  Sandusky  and  Miami  bays  of 
lake  Erie,  and  the  navigable  waters  of  the  Sciolo 
and  the  Great  ' dami  rivers  of  the  Ohio,  to  ascertain 
whether  and  by  what  route  a canal  can  be  laid  out 
to  connect  those  waters;  and,  if  practicable,  to  de- 
termine and  lay  out  tlie  route  of  such  canal,  &c 
A motion  to  ])ostpone  this  bill  indefinitely  was 
negatived,  by  yeas  and  nays,  as  follows: 

YEAS — Messr.s,  Barbour,  Eaton,  Gaillard,  King, 
of  Alab  Leake,  Macon,  .viornll,  PL  asants,  .Smith, 
Tichenor,  Walker,  of  Alab  VVhlliams,  of  M;ss.  ^ 12 
N \YS — .Messrs  Brown,  Burrdl,  Dana,  Dicker- 
son,  Horsey,  Hunter,  Johnson,  of  Lou.  King,  of  N. 
Y Lanman,  Lloyd,  f>owrie,  .Mellen,  Parrot,  Roberts, 
llug'gies,  Sanford,  'I’aylor,  s homas,  i rimble,  Wil- 
son— 20 

Various  amendments  were  proposed  and  differ- 
ently acted  upon  - Finally,  it  was  ordered  to  atliird 
reading,  as  follows: 

YE  • — Messrs  Burrill,  Dickerson,  Edwards, 
Horsey,  Hunter,  Jolinson,  of  Lou  King,  of  N Y 
Lunmaii,  Lloyd, , Lowrie,  ’vlorril,  Noble,  Palmer, 
Parrott,  Roberts,  Ruggles,  Sanford,  i ay  lor,  'Phomas, 
Trimble  20, 

N \YS  — Messrs.  Barbour,  Dana,  Eaton,  Gaillard, 
Leake,  Logan,  Macon,  Pleasants,  SmiJi,  icbeiior, 
AValker  of  Alabama,  Williams  of  Miss  Williams  of 
Ten.  13. 

A message  was  received  from  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  by  the  hands  of  Mr.  Daniel  Brent,  of 
the  department  of  state,  as  follows: 

To  th^  senate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the 
United  Stales  : 

I communicate  to  congress  a correspondence 
which  has  taken  place  between  the  secretary  of 
state  and  the  envoy  extraovvlinary  and  minister,  ple- 
nipotentiary of  his  catholic  majesty,  since  the  mes- 
sage of  the  2rth  March  last,  respecting  the  treaty 
winch  was  concluded  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain,  on  the  22d  of  February,  1819. 

After  the  failure  of  his  catholic  majesty  for  so 
long  a time  to  ratify  the  treaty,  it  was  expected 
that  tliis  minister  would  have  brought  with  him  the 
ratification,  or  that  he  would  have  been  authorised 
to  give  an  order  for  the  delivery  of  tlie  territory- 
ceded  by  it,  to  the  United  States,  It  appears,  Imw- 


ever,  that  the  treaty  is  still  unratilie<l,  and  that  tl’.e 
minister  has  no  authority  to  surrender  the  ten  itovy . 
I'he  object  of  his  mission  has  been,  to  make  com- 
plaints, and  to  demand  explanations,  respecting  an 
imputed  system  of  hostility,  on  the  part  of  citizens 
of  the  United  Mates,'  against  the  subjects  and  doir.i- 
ivions  of  S]3ain,  and  unfriendly  policy  in  their  go- 
vernment, ami  to  obtain  new  stipulations,  against 
these  alleged  injuries,  as  the  condition  on  which  the 
treaty  should  be  ratified. 

Unexpected  as  such  complaints  and  such  a de- 
mand were,  under  existing  circumsi’uices,  it  was 
thought  proper,  without  comproinitting  the  gxivern .: 
meat  as  to  the  course  to  be  pursueci,  to  meet  them 
prom[)tly,  and  to  give  the  explanations  that  were 
desired,  on  every  .subject,  with  the  utmost  candor. 

he  result  has  proved,  what  was  sufheientiy  well 
known  before,  that  the  charge  of  a systematic  hos- 
tiliiy,  being  adopted  and  pursued  by  citizens  of  the 
United  .s  tates,  against  the  dominions  and  subjects  of 
Spain,  is  vitierly  destitute  of  foundation,  and  that 
their  government,  in  ail  its  branches,  has  maintain- 
ed, witli  the  utmost  rigor,  that  neutrality,  in  tiie 
civil  war  between  -pain  and  her  colonies,  which 
they  were  the  first  to  declare.  No  force  has  been 
collected,  nor  incursions  made,  from  within  the  U, 
States,  against  the  dominions  of  Spain;  nor  have 
any  naval  equipments  been  permitted,  in  favor  of 
either  party,  against  the  other.  Their  citizens  have 
been  warned  of  the  obligations  incident  to  the  neu- 
tral condition  of  their  country;  the  public  oflicers 
have  been  instructed  to  see  that  the  laws  were  fully 
executed;  and  severe  examples  have  been  made  of 
some  who  violated  them. 

In  regard  to  the  stipulation  proposed,  as  the  con- 
dition of  the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  that  the  U. 
States  shall  abandon  the  right  to  recognize  the  re- 
volutionary colonies  in  South  America,  or  to  ionn 
other  relations  with  theiri,  when,  in  their  judgment, 
it  may  be  just  and  expedient  so  to  do,  as  it  is  niaui- 
fesUy  so  repugnant  to  tlie  honor,  and  even  to  the 
independence,  of  the  United  States,  that  it  has  been 
impossible  to  discuss  it.  In  making  tiiis  proposal, 
it  is  perceived  that  his  catholic  majesty  has  entirely 
misconceived  the  principles  on  which  this  govern- 
ment lias  acted,  in  being  a party  to.a  negociation  so 
long  protracted,  for  claims  so  well  founded  and 
reasonable,  as  he  iikewis.  has  the  sacrihces  winch 
the  United  States  have  made,  comparatively,  with 
Spam,  in  the  treaty  to  which  it  is  proposed  to 
annex  so  extraordinary  and  improper  a condition. 

Had  the  minister  of  Spain  offered  an  uucpialincd 
pledge  tliatthe  treaty  should  be  ratiHed  by  his  so- 
vereign, on  being  made  acquainted  wit'nthe  expl.’- 
nations  which  liad  been  given  by  this  government, 
there  would  have  been  a strong  motive  for  accept- 
iug  and  submitting  it  to  the  senate  for  their  udr  ce 
and  consent,  ratlier  than  resort  to  other  measures 
for  redress,  however  justifiaide  and  proper.  But 
he  gives  no  such  piedge.  On  the  contrary,  he  de- 
clares explicitly  that  the  refusal  of  this  governmeih. 
to  relinqui.sh  Uie  right  of  judging  and  acting  i'ov 
itself  hereafter,  according  to  circuuistaiice.s,  in  I'e- 
gard  to  the  Spanish  colonies — a right  common  to  all 
nations — has  rendered  it  impossible  for  him,  uiuier 
his  instructions,  to  make  such  engagement.  He 
thinks  that  his  sovereign  will  he  induced,  by  lii.s 
communications,  to  ratify  the  treaty;  but  still  he 
leaves  him  free  either -to  adopt  thaL  measure,  or  to 
dfcline  it.  He  admits  that  tlvi  other  objectinn.; 
are  essentially  removed,  and  will  not,  in  thciTiselves, 
prevent  the  raliticatiori,  provided  the  d;  life  city  on 
thetifual  point  is  surmounted.  The  resid  , tiicre- 
fore,  is,  that  the  treaty  is  declared  to  have  no  cbli- 
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gallon  whatever;  that  its  ratification  is  made  to 
d pend,  not  or  the  considerations  which  led  to  its 
ndop'uon,  an'i  the  conditions  which  it  contains,  but 
on  a new  article  unconnected  with  it,  respecting 
wh.cli  a new  neg-  ciation  must  be  opened,  of  inde- 
finite duration  and  doubtful  issue.  ' 

tinder  this  view  of  the  subject,  the  course  to  be  , 
pursued  would  appear  to  be  direct  and  obvious,  if 
li'.e  affairs  of  Spain  had  remained  in  the  state  in 
V.  liich  they  were  when  this  minister  sailed.  But  it 
is  know'!),  that  an  important  change  has  since  taken 
jfiace  in  the  government  of  tliat  country,  which 
<r  aunut  fail  to  be  sensibly  felt,  in  its  intercourse 
v.  ith  other  nations.  Tiie  minister  of  Spain  hases- 
fentially  declared  his  inability  to  act,  in  conse- 
-rpuei.ce  of  that  change.  M^ith  him,  however,  under 
hi ^ jirrseut  powers,  nothing  could  be  done.  The 
1 ttiiude  of  the  United  States  must  now  be  assumed, 
on  full  consideration  of  what  is  due  to  their  rights, 
their  inti  rest,  and  iionor,’  without  regard  to  the 
powers  or  incidents  of  tlie  late  mi:-.rdon.  We  may, 
at  pleasure,  occupy  the  territory,  wdiich  was  intend- 
ed and  provided  by  the  late  treaty  as  an  indemnity 
for  losses  so  long-  since  sustained  by  our  citizens, 
but  still  nothing  could  be  settled  definitively,  with- 
<iuta  treaty  between  the  two  nations.  Is  this  the 
1 3 IT V to  make  the  pressure?  If  the  United' Slates 
were  governed  by  views  of  ambition  and  . a^gfan- 
dizer  -em,  many  strong  reasOTts-4JiigiijUbe  givfm  in 
its  favo'\  Blit  they  have  no  obje  cts  oftliat  kindTo 
accou  ')Msh;  none  which  are  not  founded  in  justice, 
and  \vhicii  car,  be  injured  by  forbearance.  Great 
hope  is  entertained  thattliis  change  will  promote 
the  happiness  of  the  Spanish  nation,  'f'he  good  or- 
der, moderation,  and  humanity,  wiiich  have  cha- 
racterizerl  the  movement,  are  the  best  guarantees 
of  its  success,  ' he  United  States  would  not  be 
jnsfiiie,!  in  their  own  estimatictti,  sliould  they  take 
anv  step  to  disturb  Its  harmony.  Wlien  the  .Spanish 
goven  rnent  is  completely  organized  on  the  princi- 
])les  of  : his  change,  as  it  is  expected  it  soon  will  be, 
there  is  just  ground  to  presume  that  our  differences 
wifh  Spain  will  be  speedily  and  satisfactorily  set- 
tled. With  these  remarks,  1 submit  it  to  the  wisdom 
of  congress,  whether  it  will  not  still  be  advisable 
to  postpone  any  decision  on  this  subject  until  the 
next  session. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Washi'ngton,^th 

'fhe  message  was  read  and  1000  copies  thereof, 
together  wuh  the  accompanying  documents,  order- 
ed to  be  printed. 

' The  bill  to  allow  the  heirs  of  William  and  Elisha 
Winter  to  file  a petition  of  right  against  the  United 
States,  was  taken  up,  and  tlie  amendments  reported 
thereto  by  the  judiciary  committee  were  agreed 
to;  and  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  Tor 
a thlixi  reading,  by  yeas  and  nays — ayes  22,  noes  7. 

'!  be  report  of  thejudiciary  commiUeee  unfavora- 
ble to  the  petition  of  Peter  Cardelii,  sculptor,  of 
Rome,  was  taken  up  and  agreed  to. 

'I’he  seven  bills  yesterday-  ordered  to  a third 
reading,  were  accordingly  read  a third  time,  and 
passed.  • ! • ■ ‘f.  : . . : 

HotrsF,  or  Rrrr  i sEXTATivrs. 

Friday^  .May  5.  Imme-liately  after  the  meeting 
of  the  house,  t^r.  Tord,  of  N.  Y.  l ose,  and  after 
staling  his  approhalion  of  the  tariff  bill  and  also  of 
the  auction  biil,  as  a part  of  the  system,  moved 
that  the  1 itter  should  be  postponed  until  the  next 
iiession,  in  consequence  of  the  failure  of  the  latter 
in  the  senate. 


A long  debate  followed.  Many  gentlemen  spoke 
upon  it.  The  following’  sketciies  of  the  remarks  of 
Mr.  Baldwin,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  manu- 
factures, and  of  Mr.  Smith,  of  .Maryland,  chairman 
of  that  of  ways  and  means,  maybe  sufficient  to  give 
a general  view  of  the  subject. 

Mr.  Bald'wiv  assigned  the  reasons  why  he  should 
vote  in  favor  of  the  reconsideration.  On  the  ques- 
tion to  reconsider  this  bill  the  o.  her  day,  with  a view 
to  revive  it  after  its  rejection,  he  had  voted  in  the 
negative.  Tiie  house  would  recollect  that,  when 
he  moved  to  strike  out  10  per  cent,  the  amouift  of 
duty  proposed  to  be  kid  on  sales  of  dry  goods,  he 
had  done  so  against  his  own  opinion,  believing  that 
in  that  shape  the  bill  would  not  answer  the  object 
he  had  in  view.  He  was  opposed  to  the  reconsi- 
deration of  the  bill  at  that  time,  because  he  was  of 
opinion  that  it  was  better  to  do  nothing,  or  do  what 
ought  to  be  done. 

I'he  bill  had  now  assumed  an  aspect  totally  differ- 
ent from  that  in  which  it  was  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee; it  was  now  a mere  revenue  bill,  or,  if  it 
would  have  any  other  operation,  it  would  be  a par- 
tial one,  confined  to  one  class  of  the  community.— 
As  a revenue  bill,  he  said,  it  had  been  well  remark- 
ed by  his  colleague  (Mr  Sergeant,)  that  its  opei’a- 
fipn  would  be  partial,  and  therefore  unjust.  It  was 
now  distinctly  avowed  by  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  that  it  was  not  their  intention  to  intro- 
duce a new  revenue  biil.  Let  the  hou.se  remar.k 
said  Mr.  B.  that  tlie  system  reported  by  the  com-, 
niittee  of  manufactures  would  have  had  the  effect 
fo  supply  the  deficiency  in  tlie  revenue,  let  what 
alarm  may  have  been  raised  on  the  score  of  the  ef- 
fect of  the  tariff  bill  on  the  revenue.  But,  the  other 
part  of  the  system  being  destroyed,  he  was  not  dis- 
posed to  retain  this  disjointed  branch  of  it.  With 
respect  to  the  auction  duty,  he  had  another  objec- 
tion to  it.  Wliilst  it  was  connected  with  a g'eaerai 
system,  for  imyiortaut  general  purposes,  the  states 
whicli  derived  a revenue  from  the  same  object 
would  be  willingto  give  it  up.  Now,  no  such  pur- 
pose would  be  answered  by  tlie  bill;  and,  as  a re- 
presentative of  a state  whose  revenue  would  be 
impaired  by  it,  he  did  not  see  why  the  interests  of 
two  states  deriving  revenue  from  this  object,  should 
alone  be  sacrificed, not  to  general  hut  to  partial  views. 
The  solitary  object  of  this  bill,  besides  putting  a 
little  money  into  the  treasury,  was  to  aid  the  wer- 
chants  of  this  country  in  competition  with  those 
of  another  country  in  our  markets.  As  a nu  a- 
sure  of  revenue,  he  said,  if  the  old  system  of  reve- 
nue was  good —if  it  had  carried  us  so  triumphantly 
through  peace,  and  throiigli  war,  there  was  no  oc- 
casion for  this  little  acces.sion  to  it:  and,  if  it  was 
unsound  and  not  to  be  relied  on,  this  partial  aid- 
was  not  what  it  required.  He  should,  therefore,  in 
every  view,  vote  for  the  reconsideralien  of  the  bill, 
and  then  for  its  pr>  • ponement. 

.VIr.  Smithy  of  Mai  vl.ind,  said,  that,  as  a friend  alike 
to  the  three  great  interests  of  the  country,  he  sliould 
vote  against  the  reconsideration  of  this  bill.  Hd 
should,  he  said,  have  preferred  that  the  duty  had 
been  fixed  ut  10  per  cent,  on  sales  of  dry  goods; 
but  at  five  per  cent,  much  good  w*»uld  be  effected 
bv  it.  Besides  he  said,  it  is  nottiie  vvdiolesale  sales 
of  foreign  goods  tliat  so  mucli  affect  our  domesiio 
manut’acture.s;  and  on  sales  of  goods  the  duty 
is  10  per  eenl.  Domestic  manufactures  could,  uiv- 
fier  such  a iirovisiou,  be  sent  to  auction  without 
charge,  wliilsi  foreigii  goods  would  have  to  ]):iy  10 
percent.  Would  not  tliat  he  an  important  advan- 
tage to  tlie  .Amei’ican  manufacluver?  It  was  tiie 
sales  at  vendue,  he  saiil,  that  distressed  our 
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^actiirers,  by  obstructing-  the  reg'ultii’  sales  of  their 
l^-oocl-s.  If  tUe  foreig-n  goods  imported  were,  as 
heretofore,  opened  in  the  dry  good  stores,  and  sold 
(Hit  tliere  to  customers,  our  manufacturers  might 
come  into  competitum  with  them;  but  it  is  the  re- 
ctoit  change  of  the  usual  habits  of  trade  that  op- 
]H-esses  our  manufactures  and  recommends  the  pas- 
sage of  this  bill.  1'othe  commerce  of  the  country 
this  would  also  be  be  ^eficial.  Asa  revenue  bill,  its 
passage  would  be  important:  the  product  of  it  could 
not  be  less  to  the  treasury  than  500,000  dollars  an- 
nually. In  every  point  of  view,  he  considered  this 
bill  one  which  it  was  important  to  pass.  A little 
experience  had  taught  him  to  believe  that  this  bill 
would  be  even  more  important  as  an  encourage- 
ment to  our  manufactures  t,l<an  the  tariff  bill. 

Messrs  Livermore,  Me  Lean,  of  Ky.  Campbell, 
Stv'rrs,  Foot,  Fuller,  Little,  and  Me  Lane,  of  li)  ;l., 
were  opposed  to  a reconsideration — Messrs  Rhea, 
dohnson,  ofVa.  and  R.  Moore  supported  the  mo- 
tion. Finally,  it  was  agreed  to  reconsider  it,  by 
3'eas  and  nays-^\eas  86,  nays  65. 

Mr.  jSuWwm  then  moved  that  the  bill  be  indefi- 
nitely postponed,  but  afterwards  varied  his  motion 
•to  a postponement  of  the  bill  until  tlie  next  session 
of  congress.  ' 

This  motion  was  decided,  without  further  debate, 
in  the  affirmative,  by  the  following  vote: 

YEAS — Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  of  N.  Y.  Anderson,  Archer, 
ofVa.  Baker,  Baldwin,  Ball,  Barbour,  Bayly.  Boden.  Brev,ird, 
Bryan,  Biiirum,  Burton,  Burwi-ll.  Butler’, of  Loti.  Cannon,  Clark. 
Cook.  Culpepper, Darlington;  Dennison,  Dewitt  Dickinson, Dows", 
Bddy,  Edwards,  of  Con.  Edwards,  ef  N.C.  Fisher,  Floyd,  Ford, 
Fullerfon,  Garnett,  Gross,  o' N Y.  Gross,  of  Penn.  Hacklev  Hail, 
of  N.  Y.  Hall,  of  N.  C.  Hardin,  Hazard,  Heitdricks,  Herriek.Hihsh- 
inan,  Hiester,  Holmes,  Hooks,  Hostetter.  Johnson,  Jones,  of  Va- 
Kendall,  Kent.  Liverinoif,  Low/ides,  Lyman,  Msclsy,  M’Coy, 
Marcitartd,  Mason,  M reer,  R Moore,  S.  Moore,  Neale,  N Ison,  of 
Mass.  Nelson,  of  Va.  Ovevsireet.  Park<  i-,  of  Va.  Patterson,  Philsou, 
Pinckney,  Piudall,  Pitcher,  Richmonrl,  Rogers,  Settle.  Shaw.  Sils- 
p e.  Sp  an,  Smith,  N.  Y.  Stevens,  Strong.  N.  Y.  Swearingen,  Tarr 
Taylor,  Tracy,  Tucker,  of  S.  C.Walker,  Walfield  Williams  ofN! 
C.— 88. 

Nays— Messrs,  Adams,  AlIea,of  Tenn.  Archer.of  Md.  Bateman, 
Bloomfield,  Brown,  Brush.  Butler,  of  N.  H.  Campbell,  Case.  Clag- 
getr,  Cocke,  Crafts,  Crawford,  Culbreth.  Cushman,  Earl,  E.lwards. 
of  Penn,  Folger,  Foot,  Forrest,  Fuller,  Gtiyon,  Hill,  .Tones,  of 
lenn.  Kinsley,  Little,  Linn,  M’Crear3^  M’Lane,  of  Del.  M'Lean, 
of K> . M;rllory,  .Meigs,  Metcalf,  Morton,  Murray,  Newton,  Parker, 
of  Mass.  Rankin, Rhea.  Rich,  Ringgold,  Robertson,  Ross,  Russ', 
Sanipson.  Sawyer,  Smith,  of  N,  .1,  Smith,  Md.  Southard,  Storrs, 
Sn-eet,  Strong,  of  Vt.  Terrell.  Tomlinson,  Tompkins.  Trimble] 
Tucker,  of  Va.  Wendover,  Whitman,  Williams,  of  Va.  and  Wood. 

So  the  bill -was  postponed  to  the  next  session  of  con- 
gress. 

Mr  Jones  moved  to  take  up  the  bill  providing 
compensation  for  horses,  &.c.  lost  or  destroyed  in 
the  Seminole  war,  but  the  motion  was  overruled, 
ayes  50,  noes  59. 

Mr.  Pinckney  laid  on  the  table  the  following  pro- 
position, to  amend  the  rules  of  the  house: 

Resolved,  That  in  future  a bill  that  has  passed 
this  house  shall  not  be  Carried  to  the  senate  for  two 
hours  after  the  reading  of  the  journal  the  next  day, 
except  in  the  two  last  days  of  the  session 

The  bill  from  the  senate  to  renew  the  charter  of 
the  city  of  Washington,  was  read  the  third  time  as 
amended,  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  con- 
currence in  the  amendments 

The  house  then  again  resolved  itself  into  a com- 
mittee ofthe  whole,  Mr  Smith  of  North  Carolina  in 
the  chair,  on  the  loan  bill— Mr.  Trimble^ s proposi- 
tion to  strike  out  the  words  two  millions,  being  un- 
der consideration, 

Mr.  Storrs  supported  the  amendment— he  con- 
sidered the  sinking  fund  as  sacredly  pledged  for 
the  redemption  of  the  public  debt.  Mr,  Barbour 
maintained  the  ground  that  congress  had  a right  to 
<hspose  of  the  surplus  of  the  sinking  fund  at  plea- 
■ure.  Mr.  C/05/ took,  the  opposite  side — bethought 


the  sinking  fund  fortned  one  ofthe  most  essen- 
tial features  in  the  permanent  systems  ofthe  go- 
vernment. He  spoke  at  length  on  the  present  ex- 
igences of  the  treasury  and  its  probable  condition, 
and  believed  that  the  deficit  would  much  exceed 
the  estimate.  Mr.  Barbour  rejoined.  Mr  Fuller 
remarked  that  if  the  public  debt  was  paid  at  its  ap- 
pointed time,  the  pledge  of  govermtient  M^as  ful- 
filled, &c.  Mr.  Lowndes  argued  in  favor  of  using- 
the  surplus  ofthe  sinking  fiind  Mr  C/oy  repiiefi. 
Mr  Smith  ofMd  e teredintoan  elaborate  defence 
ofthe  report  of  the  comrhittee  of  wavs  and  means, 
and  the  course  recommended  by  them. 

The  question  wastlien  taken  on  striking  out  the 
word  two,  and  cai  ried. 

.\fter  wliich,  Mr.  Smith,  of  jMd.movedthreem.it- 
lions — Vv. 'Frimblefive — Mr.  Willi 07ns  ofN  C.  t\vo 
millions  and  a half.  'I  he  blank  was  filled  up  with 
three — ayes  65,  noes  50,  and  the  rate  of  interest 
fi.xed  at  5 ]>er  cent.  ^Mr.  Lowndes  proposed  to 
make  the  loan  reimbursable  at  the  pleasure  of  go- 
vernment— after  debate,  negatived,  aves  30.  Mr. 
Baldwin  moved  to  insert  a clause  to  authorise  the 
sale  from/  time  to  time  of  .so  mxich  of  the  stock  of 
the  bank  ofthe  United  States,  owned  by  the  U, 
States, -as  may  be  necessary  to  meet  the  expenses 
of  governmen^t  for  the  current  year. 

The  motion  was  supported  by  Mr.  Baldwin,  and 
was  opposed  by  Messrs,  Clay,  and  Simth,ofUd. 
The  amendment  was  negatived — ayes  10. 

The  committee  then  proceeded  to  the  conside- 
ration ofthe  resolution  which  was  referred  to  it, 
calling  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  prepare 
and  lay  before  congress,  at  its  next  session,  a sys- 
tem ofinternal  revenue. 

Mr  Clay  hoped  the  committee  would  reject  this 
resolution.  The  executive,  he  said,  had  the  pow- 
er of  the  veto,  and  he  thought  it  would  be  going 
too  far  to  give  to  it  also  the  power  of  originating 
measures. 

The  resolution  was  rejected  by  the  committed 
without  a division;  and 

7’he  committee  then  rose,  and  reported  thedr^ 
proceedings  to  the  bouse,  and 

The  house  adjourned, 

Saturday,  May  Several  bills  passed  through 
different  stages. 

The  house  took  up  for  consideration  the  message 
of  the  senate  disagreeing  to  the  amendment  oftbis 
house,  to  the  bill  providingfor  clothing  the  army  of 
the  United  States  in  domestic  manufactures.  [This 
amendment  provides  th,at  the  difference  in  price 
between  the  domestic  material  and  the  foreign  ma- 
terial of  the  same  quality,  contracted  for  or  pur- 
chased for  army  clothing,  shall  not  exceed  five  per 
centum.] 

Mr.  J^V Lean,  moved  that  the  house  do  insist  on 
its  amendment;  and 

This  motion  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  64 
votes  to  47. 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  whole  on  the 
loan  bill  was  first  in  the  orders  of  the  day; 

And,  being  taken  up, 

Mr.  Cocke  moved  to  lay  it  on  the  table— informa- 
tion might  be  received  which  would  affect  the  ex- 
penditure.s,  and  there  was  time  enough  to  act  on 
the  bill.  This  motion  was  agreed  to  by  a small 
majovity. 

The  rest  of  the  day  was  spent  on  the  annual  bill 
for  altering  and  establishing  certain  post  roads;  and 
it  was  ordered  to  a third  reading — after  which, 

n'lie  house  adjourned. 

Monday,  jUny  8.  Mr.  Jlfercer, from  a'select  com- 
mittee, made  a report  on  the  .subject  of  the  slave 
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trade  generally,  as  brought  to  the  notice  of  con- 
gress by  the  memorial  of  tlie  American  coloniza- 
tion society;  which  r(‘port  was  referred  to  a com- 
mittee of  tne  whole,  to  whom  is  referred  the  bill 
from  the  senate,  for  the  further  punishment  of  tiie 
crime  of  piracy 

Mr  M.  also  reported  a bill  to  incorporate  “the 
American  society  for  colonizing  the  free  people  of 
colour  of  tlie  United  States-’^ 

Mr  M also  reported  the  following  resolution; 

IxesofvecU  by  he  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  Am  ricUy  in  congress  assembledy 
'j’hat  the  president  be  requested  to  consult  and  ne- 
gociate  with  all  the  governments,  where  minist'Ts 
of  the  U.  States  r:re,  or  shall  be  accredited,  on  the 
means  of  effecting  an  entire  and  iiflmediate  aboli- 
tion of  the  African  slave  trade. 

Resolved,  &c.  That  the  pr  'sident  be  requested  to 
enter  into  a stipulation  or  formal  declaration,  with 
the  several  maritime  powers,  recognizing  the  inde- 
pendence and  permanent  neutrality  of  any  colony 
of  the  free  people  of  colour  of  the  United  States, 
which  shall  be  established  on  the  western  coast  of 
Africa. 

Resolved,  &c.  That  the  president  be  requested, 
in  such  use  as  he  may  deem  it  expedient  to  make  of 
the  public  ships  of  the  U.  States,  to  afford  every  aid, 
not  inconsistent  with  the  public  welfare,  to  the  ef- 
forts of  the  American  society  for  colonizing  the  free 
peo'de  of  colour  of  the  United  States,  upon  the 
western  coast  of  Africa. 

'I'he  bill  and  resolves  were  referred  to  the  same 
committee  as  the  report. 

The  engrossed  bills  respecting  certa'n  post  roads, 
was  passed.  Other  business  being  transacted,  the 
house  resolved  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  ijr, 
Livermore  in  the  chair,  on  the  bills  for  the  adjust- 
ment of  certain  land  titles  in  Louisiana,  Missouri, 
and  Arkansaw 

A great  deal  of  debate  took  place  on  these  bills, 
which  occupied  the  remaindi  r of  the  riay  liey 
were  reported  to  the  house,  but  not  finally  acted 
on. 

Tuesday,  Alay  9.  *‘r.  Storrs,  from  the  commit- 
tee on  roads  and  canals,  to  which  was  referred  the  } 
bill  from  tiie  senate,  “to  authorise  the  appointment 
of  commissioners,  to  lay  out  the  road  thereiimmen- 
tioned,”  reported  the  same  without  amendment; 
and  it  was  referred  to  a committee  of  the  whole. 

Mr.  Pindall  then  introduced,  with  some  obser- 
vations, shewing  tiie  grounds  on  which  he  deem- 
ed it  necessary,  a joint  resolution,  the  object  of 

hich  was,  to  declare,  that  the  instalments  of  revo- 
lutionary pensions  which  will  become  due  on  or, 
befoi  e the  4th  da}'  of  September,  should  be  paid  in  ' 
like  manner  as  if  the  act  to  amend  that  act,  passed  : 
at  the  present  session,  had  not  become  a law.  ! 

The  question  to  this  resolution  was  taken  j 

by  yeas  and  nays,  and  decided  in  the  affirmative, 
by  66  votes  to  57.  j 

T'he  resolution  was  then  read  a second  time.  j 

Mr.  JlTLean  of  Ky.  moved  to  refer  it  to  a com-  j 
mittee  of  the  whole,  and  make  it  the  order  of  the  j 
day  for  to-morrow.  On  this  motion  tlttre  took  i 
])lace  some  debate:  at  length,  the  yeas  and  na}  s! 
being  ordered,  on  the  sug-gestion  of  Mr.  Taylor. 
Mr.  .M' Jjcan  -withdrew  his  motion  to  save  time.  Mr. 

iiEXKWKB  the  motion,  and  Mr.  d'Hliams,  ofAti . 
C.  supported  it. 

The  yeas  and  nays  were  then  again  ordered  on 
the  question,  on  suggestion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  It  was 
decided  in  the  negative  79  to  62. 

Mhiereupon,  a debate  aro.se,  which  consumed 
much  time,  on  the  principle  of  the  resolve. 


The  question  was  at  length  taken,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  on  ordering  the  resolve  to  be  engrossed  fur  a n 
third  reading,  and  agreed  to  by  85  votes  to  67.  ' / 

I he  house  proceeded  to  consider  the  message 
from  the  senate,  respecting  the  amendments  of 
this  house  to  the  bill  for  the  establishment  of  cer- 
tain  land  offices,  ii’he  senate  agrees  to  the  amend- 
ments of  this  house,  except  that  one  which  pro- 
poses to  establish  an  additional  land  office  in  IndU 
ana. 

Mr.  Anderson  moved  that  this  house  do  recede  ' 
from  this  amendment.  No  hardship  could  result  : 
from  so  doing;  there  being,  without  this,  already  " 
three  land  offices  in  Indiana.  | 

^ Mr.  Hendricks  proposed  that  the  house  should  in-  - 
sist  on  its  amendments.  The  extent  and  popula- 
tion  of  the  state  required  more  lami  offices.  -M 

_ On  the  question  to  recede  from  this  amendment,  f| 
it  was  determined  in  the  affirmative,  57  to  53. 

Another  message  was  received  from  the  senate,  | 
relative  to  the  bill  renewing  the  charter  of  Wash-  i 
ington  city,  adhering  to  the  amendments  thereto  | 
disagreed  to  by  the  house,  and  asking  a confer- 
ence.  On  motion  of  Mr.  Lent,  the  conference  was  ' ' 
agreed  to. 

The  amendments  of  the  senate  to  the  bill  from 
the  house,  for  regulating  the  publication  of  the 
laws,  were  taken  up.  ; 

\fter  a smart  debate,  a motion  to  postpone  the  ; 
bill  inde  finitely,  was  negatived,  ayes  44.  Then  the 
message  of  the  president,  frecordedin  the  proceed- 
ing's of  the  senate  of  this  day),  was  received,  the  i 
I'eading  cf  which  and  the  accompanying  document.s, 
occupied  ffie  remainder  of  this  day’s  sitting.  , [ 

ff  ednesday,  JMuy  10.  Mr.  Taylor,  from  the  corn-  ! 
mittee  on  the  subject,  introduced  a bill  to  fix  the 
time  for  the  next  meeting  of  congress,  viz.  the  2d 
\*!ouday  in  November  next,  instead  of  the  first  Mon- 
day in  December. 

in  assigning  the  reasons  of  the  committee  for  re-  i 
porting  this  bill,  Mr.  T.  stated  the  number  of  bills  : 
now  pending  in  this  house,  the  consideration  of 
nearly  the  whole  of  wliich  would  be  necessarily  de- 
ferred to  the  next  session  of  congress.  Of  bills  ori- 
ginating in  the  house  there  are  now  pending,  of  a 
public  nature,  38;  of  a private  nature,  16.  Of  bills  | 
which  originated  in  the  senate,  there  are,  of  a pub-  | 
lie  nature,  21;  of  a private  nature,  31 — making  a 
total  number  of  bills  pending,  106. 

The  bill  was  twice  read;  and,  after  some  little 
debate,  the  question  was  taken  on  ordering  the  bill 
to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading,  and  decided  in 
the  affirviuUive  bv  the  following  vote: 

YE  AS~Messrs.  Adams,  Baker,  Baldwin,  Beecher,  Bloomfield, 
Butler  N.  H But!  r,  Loii.  Cannon,  Case,  Claggett,  Clark,  Cocke, 
C<iok.Ciil!>iv  tl).C«liiepper,  Cushman,  Darliwgton.  Dewitt,  Eddy.Ed-  i 
'►ardsjCo  I.  Edwards.  Pe- :n.  F dger.  Foot,  Forrest,  Fullerton.  Gross,  i 
N.Y.  Guyon,  Hackley.  Hall,  N Y Hardin,  Hihshnaan.  Hill.  Holmes, 
Ho.stetter,  .Tones.  Ten.  Kendall,  Kinsey,  ICinsl-y.  Little,  Livermore, 
l.yman.  M.iilary,  Marehand,  U.  Moore.  S.  Moore.  Newton,  Phelps, 
Pliilson,  Pinch  uey,  Pitcher,  Rh-  a.  Koyn-rs,  Rnss,  Sampson,  Sawyer, 
Shaw,  Sloan.  Smith,  of  N J.  Smith,  Md.  Stevens,  Storrs,  Strong, 

K Y,  Taylor,  Tomlinson,  Tomi>Uins,  Tracy,  Wallace,  Whitman, 
Wood-sg. 

NAYS— Messrs.  Alexander,  Allen,  N.  Y.  Allen,  Tenn.  Anderson,  j 
Arcb'-r,  of  Md.  Archer,  of  Va.  Barbour.  Bateman,  Boden,  Brevard,  ' 
Bryan,  Biirwi  ll,  Cobb,  Crafts,  Crawford.  Crowell,  Cuthbert.  Den- 
nison. Dickinson,  Earle,  Edwards,  N C.  Fisher.  Floyd,  Gross.  Pa. 
Hall.  N-  C Hir  ster,  .Tohnsou,  Jones,  Va.  I.inn,  McCoy,  McCreary', 
McLane,  of  D >1  McLean,  of  Ken.  Meigs,  Metcalf,  Murray,  Ne.ale, 

Jfi  lson,  of  Mass.  N-lson.  Va  Park  r,  Va.  Patterson,  Pindall  Reed, 
Rich,  Ri  •hmoiid,  Robertson,  Ross,  Sergeant.  Silsbee,  Simpkins, 
Smith,  N.  C.  Tarr.  Terrill,  Trwnble,  Tucker,  Va.  Tucker,  S,  C. 
Walker,  Williams,  of  Va.  Williams,  of  N.  C.— 59. 

i'he  bill  was  subsequently  read  a third  time,  pass- 
ed, and  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Taylor,  it  was 

Resolved,  That  a committee  be  appointed,  jointly 
with  such  committee  as  may  be  appointed  by  the 
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seiiiit.'  to  enquire  and  report  what  subjects  before 
the  two  houses  are  proi)cr  to  be  acted  on  durmt^ 
the  present  session  of  congress. 

Mr.  'J'uh'<or,  Mr  Williams,  of  N.  C,  Mr.  Smith,  of 
Md.  Mr.  St^rgeant,  and  Mi\  Loivndes,  were  appointed 
a comrmUee  accordingly,  on  the  pai-t  of  this  house. 

Mr.  Strong,  of  N.  Y.  submitted  the  following*  re- 
solution for  consideration: 

licsolved,  'fhat  a committee  be  appointed  to  as- 
certain,  and  report  to  the  next  session  of  congress, 
the  amount  of  claims  upon  the  United  States  in  favor 
of  American  citizens,  growing  out  of  the  last  war 
with  Great  Britain,  the  Creek  war,  and  the  Semi 
nole  war,  designating  the  names  of  the  claimants, 
and  the  sum  or  sums  which,  in  their  opinion,  shall 
be  ecjuitably  and  fairly  due  to  each;  and  also  as  to 
the  expediency  of  providing  for  the  payment  ©f  the 
same,  by  an  issue  of  stock,  bearing  an  interest  of 

peV  cent,  per  annum,  redeemable  at  the  plea 

sure  of  the  United  States,  out  of  the  proceeds  of 
the  sales  of  public  lands. 

The  bill  from  the  senate  “supplementary  to  the 
several  acts  for  the  adjustment  of  land  claims  in  the 
state  of  Louisiana,”  was  read  the  third  time  and 
passed. 

The  engrossed  resolution  to  suspend,  for  a limit- 
,ed  time,  tiie  act  in  addition  to  the  act  “to  provide 
for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval 
service  of  the  United  States,  in  the  revolutionary 
war,”  was  read  the  third  time. 

The  question  on  the  passage  of  tl>e  resolve  was 
decided  affirmatively,  by  yeas  and  nays,  78  to  68; 
and  it  was  sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence. 

The  house  then  resolved  itself  into  a committee 
of  the  whole,  on  the  state  of  the  union,  Mr.  Taylor 
in  the  chair;  and  the  following  resolves  were  taken 
into  consideration: 

Resolved,  Tiiatit  is  expedient  to  provide  by  law 
a suitable  outfit  and  salary  for  such  minister  or  mi 
nisters  as  the  president,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  senate,  may  send  to  any  of  the  go- 
vernments of  South  America,  which  hav^e  establish- 
ed, and  are  maintaining,  their  independence  on 
Spain. 

Resolved,  That  provision  ought  to  be  made  for 
requesting  the  president  of  the  United  States  to 
cause  to  be  presented  to  the  general  the  most  wor- 
thy and  distinguished,  in  his  opinion,  in  the  ser- 
vice of  any  of  the  independent  governments  of 
South  America,  the  sword  which  was  given  by  the 
vice-royof  Lima  to  capt.  Biddle,  of  the  Ontario,  dur- 
ing her  late  cruise  in  the  Pacific,  and  which  is  now 
in  the  office  of  the  department  of  state,  with  the 
expression  of  the  wish  of  the  congress  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  that  it  may  be  employed  in  the  support 
and  preservation  of  the  liberties  and  independence 
of  his  country. 

The  second  of  these  resolves,  for  reasons  stated 
by  Mr.  Clay,  was  withdrawn  by  him. 

The  first  resolve  gave  rise  to  coiisiderable  de- 
bate—finally,  it  was  reported  to  the  house. 

Mr.  Cook  mo%*ed  to  amend  the  resolve,  by  ad- 
ding: *^and  that  it  is  esrpedient  to  provide  for  the 
ocevpation  of  East  and  West  F'loridaV  Whereupon; 
the  previous  question,  which  precludes  all  debate 
and  aniendrnents,  was  called  for  and  determined  in 
the  affirmative;  and  the  main  question,  on  agreeing 
to  the  said  first  resolve,  as  above  stated,  was  decid- 
ed as  follows: 

YEAS.-Messrs.  Allen,  of  N.  Y.  Allen,  of  Ten.  Anderson,  Ar-  , 
Cher,  of  Yfi.  Bakf-r.  Bail.  Bateman,  Betcher,  Bloomfielcl,  Boden,  I 
Brown,  Butler,  of  Lou.  CauipheJl,  Cannon,  Case,  Clark,  Cocke,  I 
Crawford.  Crowell,  qiilhreth.  Cu-lpepiaer,  Cutlihert,  Darlingion,! 
Dewitt,  Dowse,  Earle,  Fisiter.  Floyd,  Ford.  Fullerton,  Gross,  off 
a.  y.  Guyon,  Hackicy,  HaH,ofX,  C.  Hendricks,  Herrick,  Hiusk.  1 


man,  Holmes,  Hveitettev,  .Johnson.  Jones,  of  Va.  .Toms,  of  Ten, 
Kinsoy,  Kiusloy,  Linn,  Lyunm.  McCreary,  McL-  ao  of  Km.  Maf- 
lary,  Marclinnd,  Metcalt',  II.  Moore,  S.  Moore,  Monell.  Murray, 
Overstreet.  Parker,  of  Mass.  Patterson.  Phelps,  Philson,  Pitcher, 
Plurn-r.  Richmovid,  Bohertsnn,  Rogt  rs,  Ross,  Shaw.  Sloan,  South- 
ard, Stevens.  Storrs,  Tarr,  Tomlinson,  To”  tiUiiis,  Tracy,  Trim- 
ble. Walker,  V/allace,  Wnrfii  id,  WiUianis.  of  Va  —SO. 

NAYS.— Messrs.  Abbott,  Adams,  Alexander,  Arclie-r,  of  Md. 
Baldwin,  Barbour,  Bayly,  Brush,  Br5'an, Burton,  Rurwell, Butb-r, 
ofN.  H.  Claggett,  Cobb,  Cook,  Crafts  Cus'una’>,  Dennison,  Eddy, 
Edwards,  ofCon.  Edwards,  of  Pen.  Edwar.ds  ofN  Erv  in,  Folg  .r, 

Foot,  Forrest.  Fuller,  Garnett,  Gross.ofP-’n.  Hill.  ofN  Y,  Henbit, 
Hiester,  Hill.  Kendall,  K:  nt.  Little.  Livt  rmovc,  Lowod  s.  MtCi  ey, 
McCoy,  MeLatie,  of  Ds|.  MHgs,  Mercer,  Neale,  Nejson,  of  Muss. 
Nelson,  of'Va.  Parker,  of  Va.  Pinckney,  Pindall,  Reed,  R!va, 
Rich,  Ringj^ild,  Russ,  Sampson,  Sawyer,  Sevgt  ant.  Silsbf  e.  Sim- 
kins.  Smith.  ofN.M.  Smith,  of  Md.  Soiith,o(  N.  C.  S?  et.  Strong, 
ofVt.  Strong,  ofN.  Y’Swearingen,  Taylor,  Terrell,  'J'u»  ,er.  ofS,  C. 
Van  Rensselaer,  Weiidover,  Whittnau,  VViiliains,  ofN.  C.  Wood 
—75, 

And  the  house  adjourned. 

THURSnAv’s  PliOCEEDINGS. 

Tn  the  senate — May  10,  The  bill  respecting'  E. 
and  M.  Winter  was  passed — some  time  was  spent 
on  the  bill  granting  the  right  of  pre  emplion  to,  ac- 
tual settlers  on  the  public  lands.  The  senate  in- 
sisted in  their  dis:\greement  witli  the  b.ouse  re.speci- 
ing  the  bill  for  clothing  the  a.rmy.  Several  hills 
were  ordered  to  be  read  a third  time,  and  a parr 
of  this  day  was  spent  in  the  consideration  of  execu- 
tive business. 

May  11.  .'fhe resolution  from  the  house,  fixing 
an  earlier  day  than  usuai  for  the  meeting  of  the 
next  session,  was  indefinitely  postponed — 22  to  13. 

The  other  proceedings  are  not  of  general  im- 
portance— or,  to  be  noticed  hereafter. 

House  of  representatives,  May  11.  A variety  of 
business  was  passed  over  this  day;  and  especially  a 
bill  to  reduce  the  military  establishment  as  to  offi- 
cers &c.  as  soon  as  vacancies  should  occur,  8;c.  Fi- 
nally. it  was  laid  upon  the  table. 

Mr-  C<Vn/then  .submitted  a resolution,  which  be- 
ing immaterially  amended,  stood  in  the  following- 
form: 

Resolved,  Tl'.at  the  secretary  of  war  be  directed 
to  report  to  this  house,  at  the  commencement  of  the 
next  session  of  congress,  a plan  for  the  reduction 
of  the  army  to  six  thousand  officers,  non-commis- 
sioned officers,  musicians  and  privates,  and  presen  - 
ing  sucli  parts  of  the  corps  of  engineers  as,  in  his 
opinion,  without  regard  to  that  number,  it  may  be 
for  the  public  interest  to  retain;  and,  also,  what 
saving  of  the  public  revenue  will  be  produced  by 
an  arrangement  of  the  army  as  he  may  propose  in 
conformity  to  this  resolution. 

After  some  few  remarksfrom  clifferent  gentlemen, 
this  resolution  was  agreed  to. 

M.W  Simpkins  then  offered  the  following  resolu- 
tion, the  subject  thereof  being  in  a manner  con- 
nected, as  he  had  observed,  with  that  just  agreed 
to. 

Resolved,  That  the  secretary  of  the  navy  be  re- 
quested to  report  to  this  house,  at  an  early  period 
of  the  next  session,  such  plan  or  plans  for  a navy 
peace  establishment  as  he  may  deem  ex'pedient, 
with  a view  to  a reduction  of  the  expenditures  of 
that  establishment. 

Ontlie  question  to  agree  to  this  resolve,  it  was 
decided  in  the  negative,  60  to  49. 

The  committee  of  the  whole  on  the  state  of  the 
union  tlien  rose,  and  reported  to  the  house  the  re- 
solution wliicli  had.  been  agreed  to. 

lUr.  Smith,  of  ^.larylond,  moved  to  amend  tlie  re- 
solve by  striking  out  the  word  “officers,”  so  as  to 
leavethe  number  6000,  exclusive  of  officers.  T'liis 
motion  was  agreed  to,, 58  to  52. 

Mr,  Williams,  of  North  Carolina,  moved  further 
to  amend  this  resolve  bv  insertinq*)  after  t!ie  word 
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the  g-eneral  stalF requ  ved  by  the  state  of  the  army 
as  herein  prn[)osed;”  and  tlie  motion  was  aq'reedto. 
The  resolution,  as  amended,  was  then  agreed  to. 
'’I'he  nill  further  to  prevent  the  crime  of  piracy 
was  ordered  to  a third  reading. 

(i^'Particulars  in  our  next  —as  necessary. 


CHRONICLE. 

Died,  at  Boston,  on  the  5th  inst.  in  the  68th  year 
©fhis  age,  Benjamin  .Snstin,  esq.  One  of  the  most 
constant  wliigs  that  ever  lived,  and  well  meriting, 
in  every  respect,  thefavorite  signature  under  which 
he  wrote  of  ‘^Ilnnestus.’*  As  a political  writer,  he 
is  perhaps  best  known  as  the  author  of  a series  of 
essays  s gned  “Old  South.”  To  the  last,  he  was  in 
friendship  and  freqnent  correspondence  with  near- 
ly all  the  eminent  men,  yet  remaining,  ofthose  who 
made  the  declaration,  or  supported  it,  “that  these 
states  were,  and  of  j'ight  oug’fit  to  be,  free,  sovereign 
and  independent.” 

, At  Tangiers,  (Morocco,)  on  the  8th  of 

March,  suddenly  of  a fit  of  apoplexy,  James  Simp- 
son, esq  . consul  of  the  United  States  for  the  empire 
of  Morocco.  Mr.  Simpson  had  for  nearly  20  years 
officiated  in  that  capacity,  with  honor  to  himself, 
and  to  the  great  advantage  to  his  adopted  country. 

, in  Rehoboth,  (R  1.)  Joseph  Gofe,  esqr, 

in  the  95th  year  of  his  age;  also  Patience  Ooffe, 
wife  of  Joseph  GofFe,  in  the  89th  year  of  her  age. 
q'hey  had  lived  together  in  the  maiTiage  state  71 
years,  and  had  14ciiildrcn,  57  grand  children,  and 
91  greatgrand  children. 


sengers,  has  commenced  her  “regular  trins”  on  the 
canal,  and  it  is  calculated  that  she  will  perform  ^ 
the  voyage  from  Utica  to  the  Sen  ca  river,  a dis- 
tance  of  ninety  four  mites,  in  24- hours!  , 

Merino  sheep.  Messr.s  Young  and  son,  on  the  Bran- 
dywine,  offer  for  sale  the  excess  of  their  merino 
flock  at  5§  for  full  blood,  payable  in  cash,  or  coun-  ] 
iry  produce,  at  its  cash  price.  j 

Aiubatna  lands  Cahaba,  Spin)  1 -The  amount 
of  sal'  3 of  public  lands,  during  the  month  of  Janna-  « 
ry  last,  is  seven  hundred  and  ninety -three  thousand  1 
two  hundred  and  fifty-six  dollars,  and  seventy-seveiv  J 
cents,  with  the  customary  reserves  deducted,  and  m 
also  several  of  the  most  valuable  fractions  on  the  J 
Alabama  river,  reserved  fora  college. 

Missouri.  We  were  much  interested  by  the  pa- 
pers  last  received  from  St.  Louis.  The  people  are 
“ail  alive”  about  the  election  of  members  to  the  M 
eonv<  ntion  to  Form  a slate  constitution.  Adverse  |,jf 

tickets  are  oiFered — for  or  against  tlie  prohibition  ' 

of  slavery,  divides  the  citizens  into  ardent  parties.  h 

It  appears  too,  that  some  have  advocated  a restric-  u 

tioii  of  the  right  of  voting  to  freeholders,  and  that  || 

elections  shall  be  held  vive  vocef  This  unjust  and  j 

absurd  thing  is  opposed  by  those  opposed  to  slavery';  "j 

though  it  does  not  appear  to  be  much  advocated. 
by  the  other  side,  openly.  So  far  as  we  are  able  to  it 

judge  at  this  distance  and  from  the  small  means  ^ 

afforded  to  form  an  opinion,  we  should  suppose  that  H 

those  opposed  to  the  further  admission  of  slaves  are 
a very  strong  party,  and  we  sincerely  hqpe  that  tliey 
will  be  found  to  be  the  strongest.  | 


At  Reading-,  Pa.  six  valuable  houses  and  their  ap- 
pendant buildings,  were  consumed  by  fire  on  the 
morning  of  the  6th  inst. 

Mew  YoJe election.  Tiie  returns  are  now  in  suf- 
ficiemly  to  shew  tiiat  governor  Clinion  has  been  re- 
elected by  a majority  oFrrinre  than  2000  votes;  yet- 
in  liie  assembly  there  is  about  20  of  a majority  of 
the  members  said  to  be  opposed  to  him.  Particu- 
lars hereafter. 

Counter  feit  bills,  on  the  Planters  bank  of  Georgia, 
of  the  denominations  of  50  and  100  dollars,  are  in 
circulation. 

Alarmlufy  forgeries.  The  b'dls  of  the  denomina- 
tion of  %S06  and  §50,  of  the  parent  bank  of  the  U.  j 
States,  have  been  counterfeited  and  pretty  exten- ■ 
sively  circulated.  1'liey  are  well  done.  The  hank  i 
has  very  comrnendably  came  forward  to  proclaim' 
the  fact,  and  put  the  people  on  their  guard.  These.  | 
notes  are  sxot  of  the  engraving  of  Murray,  F.airman, 
& Co.  as  all  the  other  notes  issued  by'  the  bank  are.  ' 
I'his  may  assist  to  detect  them — but  the  public  will 
do  well  to  refuse  to  rece  ve  any'  note  of  the  parent 
bank — i.  e.  a note  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  S.  payable  ' 
at  Philadelphia,  of  tlie  denominations  above  stated, 
until  further  advised.  The  directors,  to  their  honor, 
huve  resolved  not  to  re-issue  any  notes  of  the  plate 
counterfciled. 

Piracy — A ])crson  named  Hobson  or  Furlong  (who 
however,  denied  both  nami  s),  believed  to  be  a 
native  of  Ireland,  was  recently  executed  at  ‘savan- 
nah, for  murder  and  piracy.  'Three  others,  under 
sentence  of  death  for  tlie  latter  crime,  were  respit- 
ed by  the  president  until  the  middle  of  June  next. 

Georgia  begins  to  enjoy  a share  of  the  benefits  of 
steam  navigation;  two  heavily  loaded  boats  towed  a 
part  of  the  way  by  a steam  boat,  reached  Milledge- 
ville  in  16  days  from  Darien.  Without  such  aid,  it 
would  have  trdeen  them  49  days  to  ascend  the  river. 

The  great  canal.  Wc  observe  that  a lioat  called 
Montezuma,  fitted  up  for  the  transpoi'tatioi?  of  pas- 


CoDstituilon  of  Spain. 

PnOT>JUI.rJATEI)  AT  CADIZ  OX  THK  19th  OF  IMATiCH.  1812, 
Dox  Fbiidtxaxd  the  seventh,  by  the  grace  of  God 
and  the  constitution  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  king 
of  Spain;  and,  during  his  absence  and  captivity,  the 
regency  of  the  kingdom  appointed  by  the  general 
and  extraordinary  cortes,  to  all  to  whom  these  pre- 
sents shall  come: — know  ye,  that  the  said  cortes 
have  decreed  and  sanctioned  the  following 

qOXSTlTUTlOX  OF  THF.  SPAXISH  >XONAHCHr. 

In  the  name  of  Almighty  God,  Father,  Son,  and 
Holy  Ghost,  the  author  and  supreme  legislator  of 
the  universe:  The  general  and  extraordinary  cortes 
of  tlie  Spanish  nation,  being  fully  convinced,  afi' 
tc-r  u most  careful  elxamination  and  mature  delibe- 
ration, that  the  ancient  fundamental  laws  of  this 
monarchy,  with  proper  au.xiliary  measures  and  pre- 
cautions calculated  to  secure  their  steady  and  per- 
manent execution,  are  fully  adequate  to  the  accom- 
plishment of  the  great  object  of  promoting  the  glo- 
ry, prosperity  and  happiness  of  the  whole  nation, 
do  decree  the  following  constitution  for  the  good 
government  and  regular  administration  of  the  state: 
TITLE  I. 

Of  the  Spanish  notion,  and  of  Spaniards. 

CHAPTER  I. 

Of  the  Spanish  nation. 

Article  1.  The  Spanish  nation  consists  of  all  the 
Spaniards  of  both  hemispheres 

Art  2.  The  Spanish  nation  is  free  and  indepen- 
dent, and  neither  is  nor  can  be  the  patrimony  of  any 
family  or  person  whatever. 

Art.  3,  The  sovereignty  resides  essentially  in  the 
nation;  in  consequence  whereof  it  alone  possesses 
the  right  of  making  its  fundamental  laws. 

Art,  4 The  nation  is  bound  to  maintain  and  pro- 
tect, by  wise  and  equitable  laws,  the  civil  liberty, 
j property,  and  oilier  legal  rights  of  the  individual-* 
i who  compose  it. 
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CHAPTEH  II. 

Of  Spaniards. 

Art  5.  Those  are  spamavds  whocomewithinsome 
«ne  or  otlier  of  the  following’  descriptions,  to  wit: 

1 All  freemen,  born  and  residing  within  the  Spa- 
nish doinions,  and  their  children. 

2 .Vll  foreigners  naturalized  by  the  cortes. 

3.  ‘ hose  who,  although  not  so  naturalized,  have 
resided  in  any  part  of  the  moivarchy  during  the 
space  of  ten  years,  according  to  law. 

4 ,\11  freedinen  in  the  Spanish  dominions,  as  soon 
as  they  have  obtained  their  freedom. 

Art.  6.  One  of  the  principal  obligations  of  a Spa- 
niard is  to  love  his  country,  and  to  practise  huma- 
nity and  justice. 

Art.  7 It  is  the  duty  of  every  Spaniard  to  be  faith- 
ful to  the  constitution,  obey  the  laws,  and  respect 
the  constituted  authorities. 

Art.  8.  [-le  is  also  bound  to  contribute,  without 
any  distinction,  according  to  his  ability,  to  tiie 
charges  of  the  state. 

Art  9.  And  likewise  to  take  up  arms  for  the  de- 
fence of  his  country,  when  by  law  required. 
niTE  11 

«/  the  territory,  religion,  and  government  of  Spain, 
and  ef  Spanish  citizens. 

CrfAPTEH  I. 

Of  the  territory  of  Spain. 

Art.  10  The  Spanish  territory  in  the  peninsula, 
together  with  its  possessions  and  adjacent  isUmls, 
comprehends  Arragon,  \sturias.  Old  Castile,  New 
Castile,  Catalonia,  Cordova,  Estremadura,  Calicia, 
Cranada,  Jaen,  Leon,  Molina,  Murcia,  Navarre,  the 
provinee.s  of  Biscay,  Seville,  and  Valencia;  the  Ba- 
learic and  Canary  islands,  with  the  other  possessions 
in  ^frica;  in  North  Vm  rlca,  New  ‘>pain  and  New 
Galicia,  and  the  peninsula  of  Yucatan,  Goatemala, 
and  the  interior  provinces  of  the  East  and  West,  t he 
island  of  Cuba,  and  the  two  Floridas,  the  Spanish 
part  of  the  island  of  St.  Domingo,  the  island  of 
Forto-Iiico,  together  with  tire  islands  adjacent  to 
those  and  to  the  continent  in  both  seas;  in  South 
America,  New  Granada,  A^enezuela,  Peru,  Chili,  the 
provinces  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  all  tiie  adjacent 
islands  in  the  Pacific  and  \tlantic  oceans;  in  Asia, 
the  Philipine  islands  and  their  dependencies. 

Art.  11  As  soon  as  the  political  circumstances  of 
the  nation  will  allow  it,  a more  suitable  division  of 
the  Spanish  territory  shall  be  determined  by  a con- 
stitutional law. 

CHAPTF.n  IT. 

Of  religion. 

Art.  12  The  Roman  catholic  and  apostolic  reli- 
gion, the  only  true  one,  is  and  always  shall  be,  that 
of  the  Spanish  nation;  the  government  protects  it 
by  wise  and  just  laws,  and  prohibits  the  exercise  of 
any  other  whatever, 

CHAPTER  III, 

Of  governmait. 

Art.  13  The  government  has  for  its  object  the 
happiness  of  the  nation,  fertile  only  end  of  all  poll- 
*icul  associations  is  the  welfare  of  all  its  members. 

Art.  14.  The  government  of  the  Spanish  nation 
is  an  hereditary  monarcliy,  moderated  by  laws. 

Art.  15  7'he  legislative  power  belongs  to  the 
cortes,  together  with  the  king. 

Art.  16.  The  executive  power  belongs  to  the  king. 

Art.  17.  The  judicial  power,  in  civil  and  criminal 
cases,  resides  in  the  tribunals  established  by  law. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

Of  'Spanish  citiz^. 

Art.  18  'fhose  are  SpHiush  cUtzenswho  are  born 
»f  Spanish  parents  in  any  p .rt  of  the  Spanish  domi- 
nions, and.  reside  in  the  uaid  dominions. 


Art  19  Foreigners  who,  alrtadv  enjoying  the 
rights  of  Spaniards,  have  obtained  from  die  cortes 
letters  of  citizenship. 

Art  20  A foreigner,  to  obtain  such  letters,  must 
have  marrieda  Spanish  woman,  and  have  ( staolisiied 
or  introduced  into  the  S];amsii  (iominions  scime 
profitable  invention  or  mauufac»ory,  or  posse  ss  real 
properly  on  vviiich  he  has  paid  direct  tax.  s,  or  carry 
on  traile,  and  have  a stock  of  his  own  deemed  suf- 
ficient by  the  cortes,  or  liave  rendevefi  eminent  ser- 
vices advantageous  to  the  nation,  or  in  its  defence. 

Art  21.  1 hose  are  also  Spanish  cit'zens  who  are 
the  legitimate  children  of  foreigners  born  in  the 
Spanish  dominions,  wiio  liave  never  gone  abroad 
without  leave  of  the  government,  are  full  twenty- 
one  years  of  age,  and  reside  in  any  part  of  the  said 
dominions,  a;  d exercise  any  office,  profession,  or 
useful  trade  whatever, 

,\rt.  22  To  Spaniards  born  in  Africa,  from  what- 
ever stock  or  lineage, the  way  to  citizenship  is  open, 

; nd  they  may  acquire  it  by  their  virtue  and  merit; 
and  die  corfes  shall  grant  letters  of  citizenship  to 
those  who  sliall  render  the  country  eminent  ser- 
vices, or  shall  distinguish  tiiemselves  by  tiieir  ta- 
lents, application  and  good  character;  provided 
they  are  born  of  free  parents  united  in  lawful  wed- 
lock, are  married  to  a free  woman,  and  reside  in  live 
Spanish  dominions,  and  follow  a profession,  occupa- 
tion, or  useful  trade,  with  their  own  means 

Art  23  Those  only  who  are  citizens  are  capable 
of  obtaining  civil  offices,  and  of  electing  pex-sons  to 
fill  them,  wiien  by  law  required 

Art  24  The  rights  of  Spanish  citizenship  are  lost, 

1.  By  being  nauiraUr.ed  in  another  counlry; 

2,  By  accepting  an  employment  from  a foreign 
government; 

3 By  being  sentenced  to  a corporeal  or  ignomi- 
nious punishment,  unless  afterwards  restored  to  ci- 
vil rights  by  a competent  authority; 

4 By  residing  out  of  the  Spanish  territory  for  the 
space  of  five  successive  ye^rs,  without  being  com- 
missioned by  or  having  obtained  leave  from  tlie  go- 
vernment. 

Art  25.  The  exercise  of  the  rights  of  citizenship 
is  suspended — 

1 By  a judicial  decree  on  account  of  moral  or 
physical  incapacity; 

2.  By  becoming  a bankrupt,  or  being  indebted  to 
the  treasury; 

3^.  By  being  a domestic  servant; 

4 By  having  no  employment,  occupation,  or  well 
known  means  of  support; 

5.  By  being  under  criminal  prosecution; 

6.  And,  from  and  after  the  year  1830,  by  being 
unable  to  read  and  write. 

Art  26  The  rights  of  citizenship  can  only  be  lost 
or  suspended  in  the  cases  mentioned  in  the  two  last 
articles. 

TITLE  m. 

Of  the  Cortes. 

CHAPTER  I. 

Ho7o  the  cortes  are  to  be  assembled. 

Art  27  The  cortes  are  a meeting  of  all  the  repre- 
sentatives of  the  nation,  appointed  by  the  citizens 
in  the  manner  hereafter  described. 

Art.  28.  The  basis  of  the  national  representation 
is  the  same  in  both  hemispheres 

Art  29  That  basis  is  the  people,  composed  of 
natives,  whose  parents  and. ancestors  were  born  in 
the  Spanisii  dominions,  and  of  those  who  have  ob- 
tained citizenship  from  the  corte.s,  and  those  men- 
tioned in  the  21st  article 

Art,  80,  The  population  of  the  European  cl.omi- 
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iiions  shall  be  computed  from  the  census  of 
until  a new  one  can  be  made;  a census  of  the  ultra- 
marine  dominions  shall  also  be  made;  for  the  pre- 
sent their  population  shall  be  computed  from  thei 
most  authentic  census  among-  the  last  made.  j 

Art  31  Each  portion  of  the  population,  amount- 
ing to  sevent}-  thousaiid  souls,  sliall  send  one  de- 
puty to  the  cortes,  conformably  to  the  provisions  of 
the  29th  article. 

Art.  32.  If,  after  a distribution  of  the  population 
among  the  several  provinces,  it  shall  happen  that 
in  any  of  them  there  shall  be  a surplus  of  more  than 
thirty-five  thousand  souls,  they  shall  appoint  ano- 
ther deputy  in  the  same  manner  as  if  tiiey  amounted 
to  seventy  thousand:  but  if  their  number  does  not 
exceed  thirty-five  thousand,  they  shall  have  no  right 
to  appoint  a deputy. 

Art  33  Any  province,  the  population  of  which 
shall  not  amount  to  seventy  thousand,  but  shall  not 
be  less  than  sixty  thousand,  shall  appoint  a deputy; 
but,  ii'it  be  under  that  number,  it  shall  be  added  to 
that  of  the  next  province,  in  order  to  complete  the 
required  number  of  seventy  thousand.  The  island 
of  Sc  Domingo  is  excepted  from  the  provisions  of 
this  article,  and  shall  appoint  a deputy',  whatever  be 
the  amount  of  its  population. 

CHAPTER  ir. 

Of  the  election  of  deputies  to  the  coHes. 

Art.  34.  Electoral  meetings  shall  be  held  in  pa- 
rishes, districts,  and  provinces,  in  order  to  elect 
deputies  to  the  corles. 

C.WPTKR  TXT. 

Of  electoral  meetings  of  parishes. 

Art.  35.  rhe  electoral  meetings  of  parishes  shall 
be  composed  of  all  the  citizens  residing  in  and  in- 
habiting the  respective  parishes,  including  the  se- 
cular clergy. 

Art.  36.  In  the  peninsula,  islands,  and  adjacent 
possessions,  these  meetings  shall  always  be  lieldon 
the  first  Sunday  of  October,  in  the  year  next  pre- 
ceding that  of  the  meeting  of  the  cortes. 

Art.  37.  In  the  ultramarine  provinces  they  shall 
be  held  on  the  first  Sunday  of  December,  fifteen 
months  before  the  meeting  of  the  cortes.  In  both 
cases  previous  notice  shall  be  given  by  the  magis- 
trates. 

Art.  38.  The  parish  meetings  shall  appoint  one 
elector  for  each  two  hundred  inhabitants. 

Art.  39.  If  the  inhabitants  of  the  parish  amount 
to  more  than  three  hundred,  they  shall,  although 
not  amounting  to  four  hundred,  appoint  two  elec- 
tors; if  their  number  is  above  five  hundred,  they 
shall  appoint  three  electors,  although  their  number 
shall  not  amount  to  six  hundred;  and  so  on  pro- 
gressivel}x 

Art.  40.  In  those  parishes  where  the  number  of 
inhabitants  shall  not  amount  to  two  hundred,  but 
shall  not  be  under  one  hundred  and  fifty,  they  shall 
nevertheless  appoint  one  elector;  and  the  inhabi- 
tants of  those  parishes  whose  population  does  not 
amount  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  shall  be  united  to 
tliose  of  the  next  parish,  and  they  shall  together 
elect  one  or  more  electors,  according  to  their  num- 
bers. 

Art.  41.  The  parish  meeting  shall  elect,  by  a ma- 
jority of  v'otes,  eleven  commissioners,  who  shall  no- 
minate one  parish  elector. 

Art.  42.  If  the  p-arish  meeting  shall  furnish  two 
electors,  they  shall  elect  twenty-one  commissioners, 
and  thirty-one,  if  they  have  the  nomination  of  three; 
and,  in  order  to  avoid  confusion,  the  number  of 
commissioners  shall  in  no  case  exceed  thirty-one. 

Art.  43.  It  will  be  observed,  that,  for  the  greater 
convenience  of  small  places,  those  parishes  which 


contain  twenty  inhabitants  shall  nominate  one  com- 
missioner; those  winch  contain  from  thirty  to  forty 
• shall  nominate  two;  those  which  contain  from  fifty 
j to  sixty  shall  nominate  three;  and  so  on  progres- 
I sivelyx  Those  parishes  whose  inhabitants  do  not 
j amount  to  twenty  shall  be  joined  to  the  next  pa- 
rish for  the  election  of  one  commissioner. 

Art.  44.  'I’he  commissioners  of  small  places  thus 
nominated  shall  assemble  in  the  most  convenient 
town,  and,  being  eleven  or  at  least  nine,  shall  elect 
one  parish  elector.  If  tlieir  number  amounts  to 
twenty-one  or  at  least  seventeen,  they  shall  elect 
two;  if  thirty-one  and  not  less  than  tw'enty-five  be 
present,  they''  shall  elect  three,  and  so  on  progres- 
sively. 

Art.  45.  No  man  can  be  chosen  parish  elector  un- 
less he  is  a Spanish  citizen,  above  five  and  twenty 
years  of  age,  and  an  inhibitant  residing  in  the  pa- 
rish. 

Art.  46.  The  parish  meeting  shall  be  presided 
over  by  the  principal  civil  officer,  or  by  the  mayor 
of  the  city,  town,  or  village  where  they  shall  be 
held;  and,  in  order  to  give  a greater  solemnity  to 
the  election,  they  shall  be  assisted  by  the  rector  of 
the  parish.  And  if,  in  consequence  of  tlie  number 
of  its  parishes,,  two  or  more  meetings  should  be 
held  at  tlie  same  time  in  the  same  city  or  town,  one 
of  them  shall  be  presided  over  by  the  principal  ci  - 
vil officer,  or  by  one  of  the  alcaldes,  another  by  the 
other  alcalde,  and  the  rest  each  by  one  of  the  regi- 
dors  oraidermen,  to  be  chosen  by  lot. 

Art.  47.  The  voters  being  assembled  at  the  town 
house,  or  at  the  usual  place,  they  shall,  at  the  ap- 
pointed hour,  headed  by  their  president,  proceed 
to  the  parish  church,  where  the  rector  of  the  pa- 
rish shall  celebrate  a solemn  mass  to  the  Holy  Ghost, 
and  shall  deliver  a discourse  suitable  to  the  occa- 
sion. 

Art.  48.  After  divine  service  they  shall  return  ter 
the  place  from  whence  they  came,  and  the  meeting" 
shall  proceed  to  the  nomination  of  two  inspectors 
and  one  secretaiy,  wlio  shall  be  taken  from  among 
tlie  voters  present,  tlie  doors  of  the  hall  remaining 
open. 

Art.  49.  This  being  done, the  president  shall  en- 
quire whetlierany  voter  has  a complaint  to  make  of 
a bribe  liaving  been  offered  for  the  election  of  a 
particular  person.  In  that  case  an  affidavit  of  the 
fact  shall  be  taken  in  a solemn  and  public  manner, 
during  the  sitting.  The  accusation  being  proved, 
the  offenders  sliall  be  deprived  of  their  rights  of 
suffrage:  and  those  whose  accusations  are  unsup- 
ported by  proof  shall,  in  like  manner,  be  deprived 
of  the  .said  right;  and  from  this  sentence  there  shall 
be  no  appeal. 

Art.  5Q.  If  there  should  be  any  doubt  respecting 
the  qualifications  of  any  citizen  to  vote,  the  meet- 
ing shall  decide  on  it  during  the  session,  and  their 
decision  shall  be  carried  into  effect,  and  without 
any  appeal  therefrom. 

Art.  51.  The  election  of  commissioners  shall  im- 
mediately follow,  each  voter  designating  a number 
of  persons  equal  to  that  of  the  commissioners  re- 
quired; and  for  that  purpose  lie  shall  draw  near  the 
table  placed  before  the  president,  inspectors,  and 
secretary,  and  their  shall  write  down  their  names 
in  the  presence  ofthe  said  officers.  No  voter  shall 
inscribe  his  own  name  on  the  list  of  candidates  in 
any  election,  on  pain  of  losing  his  right  of  voting. 

Art,  52.  'I'his  being  over,  the  president,  inspec- 
tors, and  secretary  shall  carefully  examine  the  lists, 
and  the  president  shall,  in  an  audible  voice,  pub- 
lish the  names  ofthose  who  by  a majority  of  votes 
have  been  elected  commissioners. 
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An.  5S.  Prior  to  the  adjournment  of  the  meet- 
ing, the  commissioners  elect  shall  withdraw  to  a 
private  room,  and  shall  proceed  to  uoaniiate  one  or 
more  electors  for  the  parish  which  th  y represent, 
and  the  person  or  persons  vvlio  shall  obtain  more 
than  one  hali  of  the  votes  snail  be  appointed  elec- 
tor. d’he  said  election  shall  be  afterwarus  publisii  - , 
cd  in  the  meeting.  i 

Art.  54.  The  secretary  shall  make  a record  ot  ' 
the  proceeding's,  whicli  shall  be  signed  by  him,  the 
president,  ana  tne  commissioners,  and  a copy  otit, 
authenticated  by  the  abovenientioned  persons, 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  member  or  meniDtrs  elect,  [ 
as  evidence  of  his  or  their  election. 

Art.  55.  No  citizen  can  excute  himself  from  any 
of  the  above  public  duties,  under  any  pretence 
whatever. 

Art.  56.  No  citizen  shall  appear  at  the  parish 
meeting  with  side  or  other  arms. 

Art.  57.  'I'he  election  being  verified,  the  meeting 
shall  immediately  be  dissolved.  Ever)  other  act  of 
the  said  meeting*  shall  be  null  and  void. 

Art.  58.  The  members  of  the  meeting  shall  pro- 
ceed to  the  parish  church,  where  a solemn  Te  De- 
um  shall  be  sung.  The  elector  or  electors  shall  be 
placed  between  the  president,  inspectors,  and  se- 
cretary. 

CHAPTER  IV. 

Of  electoral  ditiuict  meetings. 

Art.  59.  The  electoral  district  meetings  shall  be 
composed  of  the  parish  elec  ors,  who  shall  assem- 
ble in  the  chief  town  of  the  district,  in  order  to  no- 
minate the  elector  or  electors  who  are  to  repair  to 
the  c'aief  city  of  the  province  to  elect  deputies  to 
the  cortes. 

Art.  65.  In  the  peninsula  and  adjacent  islands, 
those  meetings  shail  aht  ays  be  held  on  the  first 
Sunday  in  November,  in  tiie  year  next  preceding 
that  of  the  meeting  of  the  cortes. 

Art  61.  In  the  ultramarine  provinces  the  said 
meetings  shall  be  held  on  the  first  Sunday  of  January 
next  following  the  month  of  December  in  vvliich  the 
parish  meetings  shall  have  been  held. 

Art.  62.  In  order  to  ascertain  the  number  of 
electors  w'iio  are  to  be  nominated  by  each  distiicl, 
the  following  regulations  shallbe  observed. 

Alt.  63.  the  number  of  district  electors  shallbe 
three  times  greater  tiian  that  of  the  deputies  whom 
tliey  shall  have  to  elect. 

Art,  64.  If  it  shall  iiappen  that  in  one  province 
the  number  of  districts  shall  exceed  that  of  the 
electors  required  by  the  next  preceding  article  ibr 
the  nomination  of  deputies,  each  district  shall  ne- 
vertheless nominate  one  elector. 

Alt.  65.  If  the  miiTiber  of  districts  shall  be  less 
than  the  requisite  number  of  electors,  each  district 
shall  nominate  one,  two,  or  more,  until  the  necessa- 
ry num':  er  be  completed;  but  if  one  elector  be  still 
wanted,  he  shall  * e nominated  by  the  most  ])opu- 
lous  district;  if  two,  the  next  most  populous  dis- 
trict shall  nominate  the  second;  and  sb  on  pro- 
gressively. 

Art  66.  Agreeably  to  the  31st,  32d,  33d,  63d, 
64th,  and  65tii  articles,  the  census  shall  determine 
the  number  of  deputies  to  be  nominated  )jy  eacli 
province,  and  how  many  electors  each  of  its  dis 
tricis  shall  appoint. 

Art.  67  The  electoral  district  meetings  shall  be 
presided  over  by  the  principal  civil  officv  r or  may- 
or of  the  chief  town  of  the  district,  before  whom 
the  parish  electors  shall  appear,  provideil  with  the 
proper  proofs  oftlieir  election,  in  order  tliat  their 
names  may  be  inscribed  on  tliQ  records  of  the  meet, 
ing. 


Art.  68.  On  the  appointed  day  the  parish  elec- 
tors siiall  asse.,  ble,  together  with  the  president,  in 
the  consistoi-.al  hall,  vvitli  open  doors,  and  they 
siiall  proceed  to  the  appointment  of  one  secretary, 
ana  two  msiAcioi  s,  taken  trorn  amongthe  electors. 

An  69.  Tne  AeclOjS  siiali  alt  rwanls  exhibit 
their  certificates  of  election,  that  they  may  be  ex- 
amined by  the  secretary  and  inspi  ctor.s,  who  on 
the  next  following  uay  shall  give  an  account  of  thpir 
regularity.  'Ehe  certificates  of  tine  secretary  and 
inspectors  shall  be  examined  by  a committee  of 
three  metnPers  of  the  meeting,  who  siiall  be  ap- 
pointed for  tiiat  ])urpose,  and  who  siiall  report  on 
the  same  or  the  next  following  day. 

Art.  75  . On  the  same  day,  the  parish  electors  be- 
ing assembled,  t!ie  reporrs  on  tiie  certificates  of 
election  shall  be  read;  and  if  any  objection  snail 
be  made  either  t » the  certificates  or  lo  the  electors, 
on  account  of  tiieir  not  having  the  requisite  qualifi- 
cations, the  meeting  shall,  in  the  same  sitting,  de- 
cide on  that  subject,  and  there  shall  be  no  appeal 
from  their  decision. 

Art.  71.  Tiiis  being  done,  the  parish  electors, 
headed  by  tiieir  president,  shall  repair  to  the  prin- 
cipal church  where  a solemn  mass  to  the  Holy 
Gliost  shall  be  celebrated  by  the  priest,  who  shall 
stand  highest  in  liierarchical  order,  and  who  shall 
also  deliver  a discourse  on  the  occasion. 

.Art.  72  After  divine  service  the  electors  shall 
return  to  the  consistorial  hall,  and  take  their  seats 
without  any  preference  I’he  secretary  shall  read 
this  cliapier  of  the  constitution,  and  the  president 
shall  put  the  question  contained  in  the  49th  article, 
and  every  particular  of  its  contents  shall  be  observ- 
ed. 

Art  73.  Immediately  afterwards  the  election  for 
one  or  more  district  electors  shall  take  place;  they 
shall  be  balloted  for  in  successive  order,  in  a secret 
manner,  by  ballots,  on  which  the  name  of  the  per- 
son whom  each  voter  chooses  to  nominate,  shall  be 
inscribed. 

Art.  74.  The  poll  being  closed,  the  president,  se- 
cretary, andinspectors  siiall  countthe votes,  andthat 
person  shall  be  elected  who  shall  have  at  least  one 
iialf  of  them  in  his  favor  and  one  over.  7'he  presi- 
dent shall  publish  the  result  of  eacli  election.  If 
no  person  shall  have  the  absolute  majority  ct 
the  sufiVages,  the  two  candidates  who  shall  have; 
obtained  the  greatest  number  of  votes  shall  be  bal- 
loted for  a second  time,  and  lie  who  shall  have  the 
majority  in  his  favor  shall  be  nominated  If  two 
persons  shall  have  the  same  number  of  votes,  they 
shall  draw  lots. 

Art  75.  No  man  can  be  chosen  a district  electoi" 
unless  he  is  a citizen  in  the  full  exercise  of  his  civil 
rights,  above  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  an  in- 
habitant residing  in  the  district,  whether  he  be  a 
layman  or  one  of  the  secular  clergy.  The  election 
may  fall  upon  citizens  either  in  or  out  of  the  meet- 
ing. 

Art  76.  The  secretary  shall  make  up  a record 
of  the  proceedings,  which  siiall  be  signed  by  him, 
the  president,  ami  inspectors,  and  a copy  of  the 
same,  autiienticated  by  the  above  named  olficersj 
shall  be  delivered  to  the  member  or  members  elect, 
as  evidence  of  his  or  their  election.  The  presi. 
dent  of  the  meeting  shall  send  another  copy  of  the 
said  proceeding,  signed  by  lum  and  the  secretary^ 
to  the  president  of  the  provincial  meeting,  who 
shall  cause  tlie  election  to  be  publishedin  the  news- 
papers. 

Art  77.  All  the  provisions  of  the  55th,  56th,  57th, 
and  5Sth  article, s concerning  parish  meetings  siialJ 
be  observed  in  tlio.se  of  districts-. 
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CHAPTER  y. 

Of  provincial  electoral  meetings. 

Art.  78.  he  provincial  electoral  meetings  shall 
he  cotnposed  of  all  the  district  electors  of  the  pro- 
vince, who  shall  convene  in  the  principal  city,  in 
order  to  nominate  their  respective  miinber  of  de- 
puties to  the  cortes,  to  act  as  representatives  to 
tlie  nation. 

Art.  79.  la  the  peninsula  and  adjacent  islands 
those  meetings  sliall  always  be  held  on  the  first 
Sunday  of  December,  in  the  year  next  preceding 
that  of  the  meeting  of  the  cortes. 

Vrt  80.  In  ilie  ultramarine  provinces  they  shall 
be  held  on  the  second  Sunday  in  March  of  the  same 
year  in  which  the  district  meetings  shall  be  assem- 
bled. 

Art.  81.  The  provincial  electoral  meetings  shall 
be  ])vesided  over  by  tiie  principal  civil  officer  of  the 
capital  of  the  province,  before  whom  the  district 
electors  shall  appear,  provided  with  the  certificate 
of  their  election,  in  order  tiiat  their  names  may  be 
inscribed  on  the  records  of  the  meeting. 

Art  82.  On  the  appointedday  the  district  electors: 
shall  as.semble,  together  with  the  president,  in  the 
consistorial  hall,  or  any  otlier  building  suitable  to 
the  solemnity  of  the  proceedings,  with  open  doors, 
and  they  shall  proceed  to  nominate,  b}^  a majority 
of  one  secretary,  and  two  inspectors,  from  among 
the  electors. 

.Art  83.  If  a province  has  only  one  deputy  to 
elect,  he  shall  be  balloted  for  by  at  least  five  elec-i 
tors,  distributing  that  number  among  its  districts, 
or  forming  new  ones  for  that  special  purpose. 

Art.  84.  Die  four  chapters  of  this  constitution 
which  relate  to  the  subject  of  elections,  and  after- 
wards the  proceedings  of  the  district  electors,  trans- 
mitted by  their  respective  presidents,,  shall  be  read. 
The  electors  shall  produce  the  certificates  of  their 
nomination,  that  they  may  be  examined  by  the  se- 
cretary and  inspectors,  who  on  the  next  following 
day  shall  report  thereon,  d'he  certificates  of  the 
secretary  and  inspectors  shall  be  examined  by  a 
committee  of  three  members  of  the  meeting,  who 
shall  be  appointed  for  that  purpose,  and  who  shall 
make  their  report  on  the  next  following  day. 

Art.  85.  On  the  same  day,  the  district  electors 
being  a.ssembled,  the  reports  on  the  certificates  of 
election  shall  be  read;  and  if  any  objection  be  made, 
either  to  the  certificates  or  to  the  electors,  on  ac- 
count of  theirnot  havingthe  requisite  (pialifications, 
the  meeting  shall  in  the  same  Tiitting  decide  on 
that  subject,  and  there  shall  be  no  appeal  from  their 
dc  if  si  on. 

Art.  86.  This  being  done,  the  district  electors, 
headed  by  tiieir  pre.«ident,  shall  repair  to  the  cathe- 
dral or  principal  church,  when  a solemn  mass  to 
tile  Holy  Ghost  shall  be  celebrated  by  the  bishop, 
or,  in  his  absence,  by  the  priest  who  shall  stand 
highest  in  hierarcliical  order,  who  shall  also  deliver 
a discourse  on  the  occasion. 

Art.  87.  After  divine  service  they  siiall  return 
to  the  place  of  meeting,  and,  with  open  doors,  the 
electors  shall  take  their  seats  without  any  prefer- 
ence. The  president  shall  put  the  question  con- 
tained in  the  49th  article,  and  every  particular  of  its 
contents  shall  be  observed. 

Art.  88.  Afterwards  the  electors  present  shall 
proceed  to  the  election  of  one  or  more  deputies, 
who  sliall  be  balloted  for  in  successive  order,  and 
for  that  purpose  each  elector  sii  dl  draw  near  the 
table  placed  before  tlie  president,  inspectors,  and 
secre-tary,  and  there  shall,  in  the  presence  of  the 


said  officer.s,  write  down  the  name  of  the  person  fo*^ 
whom  he  votes.  The  secretary  and  inspectors  shall 
be  the  first  to  give  in  their  votes. 

Art  89.  i he  poll  being  closed,  the  president,  se- 
cretary, and  inspectors  sliall  count  the  votes,  and 
that  person  shall  be  elected  who  shall  have  at  least 
one  half  of  them  in  his  fiivor,  and  one  over.  Jf  no 

person  shall  have  the  absolute  majority  of  suffrages^ 

the  two  candidates  who  shall  have  obtained  the 
greatest  number  of  votes  shall  be  balloted  for  a se- 
cond time,  and  he  who  shall  have  the  majority  in 
his  favor,  shall  be  duly  elected,  if  two' persons 
shall  have  the  same  number  of  votes,  they  sliall 
draw  lots,  and  the  president  shall  publish  the  result 
of  each  election. 

Art  90  After  the '•leputies'shall  have  been  elect- 
ed, the  meeting  shall  proceed  in  the  same  manner 
to  the  nominatiop.  of  substitutes,  wh  >se  number  shall 
be  in  each  province  in  the  proportion  of  one  to 
three  deputies  If  a province  elects  no  more  than 
one  or  two  deputies,  it  shall  nevertiieless  nominate 
one  substitute.  These  substitutes  shall  repair  to 
the  cortes  in  case  of  the  death  of  the  deputy  of  a 
'province,  or  of  iiis  being  deemed  incapable  by  the 
said  cortes,  at  whatever  period  these  two  events 
may  happen  after  tlie  election. 

Art.  91.  No  man  can  be  elected  a deputy  to  the  cor- 
tes unless  he  is  a citizen  in  the  full  exercise  of  his  ci- 
vil rigiits,  above  five  and  twenty  years  of  age,  an  in- 
habitant of  the  province,  and  has  resided  tiierein  at 
least  seven  years,  v/lietlier  he  be  a layman  or  of  se- 
cuiar  clergy;  and  tlie  election  may  fall  on  citizens 
either  in  or  out  of  the  meeting. 

Art.  92.  No  one  can  be  a deputy  to  tlie  cortes  who 
has  not  a suitable  income  of  his  own. 

Art.  93.  The  provision  of  the  next  preceding  ar- 
ticle shall  re*main  sus;)euded  until  the  nex't  meeting 
of  the  cortes  shall  have  decided  when  it  is  to  have 
its  full  efiect,  and  shall  have  determined  the  quota 
of  the  income,  from  what  kind  of  property  it  must 
proceed;  and  whatever  they  shall  determine  on 
that  subject  shall  be  a constitutional  law,  the  same 
as  if  it  was  here  inserted. 

Art.  94.  If  it  shall  happen  tlrat  the  same  person 
is  elected  by  the  province  in  which  he  was  born, 
and  likewise  by  that  which  he  inhabits,  his  election 
by  the  latter  shall  prevail, andthe  substitute  elected 
by  the  province  which  gave  him  biith  shall  repair 
to  the  cortes  and  supply  his  place. 

Art.  95.  Ministers,  counsellers  of  state,  and  those 
who  hold  offices  in  the  king’s  household,  cannot  be 
elected  deputies  to  the  cortes. 

.Art.  96.  No  foreigner,  though  naturalized,  can  be 
a deputy  to  the  cortes. 

Art.  97.  No  public  functionary  appointed  by  the 
government  can  be  elected  deputyto  tiie  cortes  by 
the  province  in  which  he  exercises  his  office. 

Art,  98.  The  secretary  shall  make  up  a record 
of  the  elections,  which  shall  be  signed  by  him,  tiie 
president  and  all  the  electors. 

Art.  99.  Afterwards  all  the  electors  without  ex- 
ception, shall  give  to  all  the  deputies,  and  to  every 
one  in  fiarticular,  full  powers  in  the  following  form, 
and  shall  deliver  to  each  deputy  that  which  con- 
cerns him,  that  he  may  exhibit  it  to  the  cortes. 

.Art.  100.  The  powers  shall  be  expressed  in  these 
words: 

“In  the  town  or  city  of  in  the  year  in  the 
hall  of  before  me  the  underwritten  notary 
and  the  witnesses  called  for  that  purpose,  appear- 
ed (here  insert  the  names  of  the  president  and  of 
f Continued  in  the  Supplement.  J 
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llie  district  electors  composing' tile  provincial  elec- 
torial  nueting',)  who  being  convei.ed  in  constitU" 
tionai  form,  did  declare  and  say,  that  the  elections 
for  parisli  and  district  electors  having  been  duly 
made,  agreeably  to  the  constitution  of  the  Spa- 
nish monarchy,  and  with  all  the  forms  and  solemni- 
ties prescribed  by  the  same,  as  it  appears  by  the 
original  certificates  inscribed  in  the  records,  the 
said  electors  of  the  districts  of  the  province  of 
assembled  on  the  day  of  the  month  of  of 

the  present  year,  have  nominated  the  deputies  who 
ai’e  to  represent  this  province  in  the  cortes,  and 
that  the  honorable  N.N.  N.  are  the  persons  whom 
they  have  elected  for  that  purpose,  as  appears  by 
the  minutes  of  the  said  election,  signed  by  N.  N. 
In  consequence  whereof  they  do  grant,  by  these 
presents,  to  all  and  each  of  them,  full  powers  to 
exercise  and  fullil  the  august  functions  of  their  of- 
fice, and,  together  with  the  otlier  deputies  to  the 
cortes,  agree  to  and  [iropose,  as  representatives  of 
the  nation,  all  that  they  may  deem  conducive  to 
its  general  welfare,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  vested 
in  them  by  the  Constitution,  confining’  themselves 
within  the  limits  which  it  prescribes,  vvithoiit  alter 
ing,  derogating,  or  varying,  under  any  pretence 
whatever,  from  any  of  its  articles;  that  they,  the 
said  constituents,  by  virtue  of  the  powers  grantetl 
to  them  as  electors  appointed  for  the  nomination 
of  deputies,  do  bind  themselves,  as  well  in  tlieir 
own  names  as  in  the  name  of  all  the  inhabitants  of 
this  province,  to  acknowledge  as  lawful,  and  to  snp- 
port  and  obey  all  that  the  said  deputies  to  the  cortes 
shall  enact  and  resolve,  agreeably  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  Spanish  monarchy.  Done  in  the  pre- 
sence of  N.  N.  witnesses,  vvlio,  together  with  the 
said  constituents,  have  signed  tliese  presents,  which 
I certify.” 

Art.  10 1.  The  president,  electors,  and  secretary 
shall  immediately  send  to  the  permanent  committee 
©f  the  cortes  a copy,  signed  by  them,  of  the  mi- 
mitesofthe  proceedings  concerning  the  elections, 
aad  they  shall  cause  the  result  of  the  said  elections 
to  be  printed,  and  shall  forward  a copy  thereof  to 
eacli  town  and  bovoug'li  of  the  province. 

Art  102.  I’he  salaries  of  the  deputies  shall  be 
paid  by  their  respective  provinces  at  the  rate  which 
sliall  be  determined  by  the  cortes,  on  the  second 
year  of  each  general  deputation,  for  the  ensuing 
one;  and  the  ultramarine  provinces  shall  allow  their 
deputies  what  sum  they  may  think  necessary  to 
cover  the  expenses  of  their  outward  and  homeward 
voyages. 

Art.  103.  With  the  exception  mentioned  in  the 
328th  article,  the  provincial  electoiul  meetings 
shall  conform  themselves  to  the  provisions  of  the 
55th,  56th,  57tii,  and  58th. 

CHAPTEH  VI. 

Of  the  assemblin  'r  o f the  cortes. 

Art.  104.  i he  cortes  ^ hall  meet  every  year  in  the 
Capital  ol  tile  kingdom,  in  an  edifice  appropriated 
to  that  special  purpose. 

Art,  105,  They  may,  if  they  think  it  convenient, 
remove  to  another  place,  provided  that  place  be  not 
more  tlian  twelve  leagues  distant  from  the  capital, 
and  that  two  thiials  ot  the  deputies  present  shall 
ftoncur  in  the  resolution. 

Art.  106.  J'lie  session  of  the  corte.?  shall  every 
Toj^  XYIiL- — 15. 


year  last  three  successive  months,  and  shall  begin 
on  tne  first  day  of  March* 

Art.  107.  i he  cortes  may  only  in  the  two  follow- 
ing cases  prorogue  their  sessions  for  at  most  one 
month  longer:  first,  if  the  king  shall  desire  it;  se- 
condly, if  the  cortes  sliall  deem  it  necessary,  and 
two  thirds  of  the  members  concur  in  the  resolu- 
tion. 

Art.  108.  All  the  deputies  shall  be  renewed  ever^ 
two  years. 

Art.  109.  If  the  war,  or  the  occupancy  by  the 
enemy  of  any  part  of  the  territory  of  tlie  monar-* 
chy,  shall  prevent  the  timely  appearance  of  ail  or 
any  of  the  deputies  of  one  or  m.ore  provinces,  their 
places  shall  be  supplied  by  the  former  deputies  of 
their  respective  provinces,  who  shall  draw  lots  be- 
tween themselves  until  the  number  wanted  be  com- 
pleted. 

Art.  110.  Deputies  cannot  be  elected  to  serve 
a second  time,  until  another  election  has  inter^i 
veiled. 

Art.  111.  On  their  arrival  at  the  capital,  the  de- 
puties shall  appear  before  the  standing  committee, 
wlio  shall  cause  tlieir  names,  and  tliat  of  the  pro- 
vince by  which  lliey  were  elected,  to  be  inscribed 
on  the  records  of  the  said  cortes. 

Art*  112.  On  the  year  that  the  deputies  shall  be 
renewed,  the  first  preparatory  meeting  shall  be 
held  with  open  doors  on  the  15th  day  of  February; 
it  shall  be  presided  over  by  the  president  of  the 
standing  committee,  and  tiie  inspectors  and  secre- 
taries shall  be  elected  by  the  said  committee  from 
among'  its  remaining'  memhei  s. 

Art.  113.  At  this  sitting-  all  the  deputies  shall 
exhibit  their  powers,  and  two  committees  shall  be 
appointed  by  a majority  of  votes;  one,  composed 
of  five  members,  shall  examine  the  powers  of  all 
the  deputies;  the  other,  composed  of  three,  shall 
examine  tiiose  of  the  committee  of  five. 

Art.  114.  On  the  20th  of  the  same  month,  the  se-k 
cond  preparatory  meeting  sludl  be  held,  also  with 
open  doors,  and  the  two  above-mentioned  commit- 
tees shall  make  their  report  on  the  legality  of  the 
powers,  regard  being  had  to  the  copies  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  the  provincial  elections. 

Art.  Il5.  In  tliis  sitting  and  those  which  shall 
be  deemed  necessary  until  the  tvvemy  fifth  day,  all 
doubts  concerning  the  legality  of  tlie  powers"  and 
qualifications  of  the  deputies  shall  be  definitively 
settled  by  a majority  of  votes. 

Art.  116.  In  the  year  next  following  that  in  which 
the  deputies  shall  have  been  renewed,  the  first 
jU'cparatory  silting  shall  be  held  on  the  20th  of 
February;  ansi,  until  the  25th,  as  many  others  us 
shall  be  deemed  necessary  for  the  verification  of 
the  powers  of  the  new  deputies,  in  the  form  already 
prescribed  in  the  three  next  preceding  articles. 

Art.  117.  The  last  p’,|,  oaratory  sitting  shall  be 
held  every  year,  on  the  25th  day  of  Felmiary,  on 
wliich  day  the  following  oaths  shall  bo-*S?fm  ini  stor- 
ed to  all  the  deputies,  who  for  that  purpose  shall 
put  tlieir  hands  upon  the  ho  y gospels.  Tut.  Do  you 
swe:ir  lo  protect  and  maintain  the  Roman  catholic 
ami  apostolic  relig'ion,  and  not  to  afimit  an>  other 
into  tlie  knigdom?  Jins.  Ido.  Int.  Do  you  swear 
failhfuiiy  to  support  the  consdtution  of  the  -pa- 
aish  njonardiy,  .sanctioned  by  the  general  and  ex- 
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traordiiiary  cortes  of  the  nation  in  the  year  1812, 
and  to  prevent  any  atteinpi  to  violate  the  same.'’ 
Jins.  I do.  Lit.  Do  you  swear  faithfully  to  discharge 
the  duties  of  the  office  wuii  vv^lnch  tiie  nalion  has 
intrusted  you,  and  to  have  always  in  view  tlie  good 
and  prosperity  of  tiussanie  nationi*  Jlvs.  1 do  swear 
it. — It  )ou  observe  youi  oath,  may  God  reward  you! 
— if  not,  may  he  call  you  to  an  account  far  it! 

Art.  118.  They  siiall  then  proceed  to  a private 
election,  by  an  absolute  majority  of  votes,  cl'  one 
president,  one  vice-president,  and  four  secretaries, 
taken  from  the  said  deputies;  which  being  done, 
the  cortes  siiali  oe  considered  as  duly  organized 
and  constiiiitcai,  and  all  the  functions  of  the  perma- 
nent sating  shall  cease. 

Art.  1 19  On  i he  same  day  a committee,  composed 
of  twenty-twf}  members  and  two  of  the  secretaries, 
shall  be  appoinced  o wait  uiion  the  king,  in  order  to 
inform  him  of  the  cortes  being  duly  constituted,  and 
of  the  president  wiiorn  they  have  elected,  and  that 
he  may  make  known  whether  he  shall  attend  the 
Opening  of  the  cortes,  which  shall  take  place  on 
the  first  day  of  March. 

An.  120.  If  the  king  shall  be  out  of  the  capital, 
the  said  information  shall  be  transmitted  to  him  in 
wriu ng,  and  he  shall  return  his  answer  in  the  same 
manner. 

Art.  121.  The  king  sliall  personally  attend  the 
opening  of  the  cortes;  but,  if  pi  evented  therefrom 
by  some  cause  or  other,  the  opening  shall  be  made 
by  the  president  on  the  appoinleu  day,  and  shall  on 
no  pretence  wnatsoevei*  be  postponed,  'fhe  same 
for  nalilies  shall  take  place  on  the  closing  of  the 
cortes. 

Art.  122.  The  king  shall  enter  the  hall  of  the 
cortes  without  guards;  he  shall  only  be  attended  by 
those  persons  who  shall  be  designated  by  the  regu- 
latioiis  of  the  cortes  concerning  the  ceremonies  to 
be  observed  ut  his  entrance  and  departure. 

Art.  123.  The  king  shall  deliver  a speech,  in 
which  he  shall  propose  to  the  cortes  what  he  may 
think  proper,  to  which  the  president  shall  answei’ 
in  general  terms.  If  the  king  shall  not  personally 
at  eud,  In  shall  send  his  speech  to  the  president, 
that  he  may  read  it  to  tlie  cortes. 

Art.  124.  The  cortes  cannot  deliberate  in  the 
king’s  presence. 

Art.  125.  Wiien  the  ministers  of  state  shall  have 
any  communications  to  make  in  the  name  of  the 
king  to  the  cortes,  they  shall  attend  the  debates 
at  such  times  and  in  such  manner,  as  sha’l  be  deter- 
mined by  the  cortes;  they  shall  have  the  privilege 
of  expressing  their  sentiments,  but  shall  not  be 
present  when  the  votes  are  taken. 

Art.  126.  The  sittings  of  the  cortes  shall  be  pub- 
lic, and  tue  galleries  shall  be  cleared  only  in  those 
leases  in  which  secrecy  is  required. 

Art.  127.  In  the  debates  of  the  cortes,  and  all 
that  belongs  to  their  internal  order  and  govern- 
ment, the  regulations  whicli  shall  be  made  by  these 
general  and  extraordinary  cortes  shall  be  observed, 
without  prejudice  to  the  alterations  which  succes- 
sive cortes  may  think  proper  to  make. 

Art.  128.  The  persons  of  the  deputii  s shall  be  in- 
violable, and  they  shall  not  be  responsible  in  any  case 
for  their  opinions  before  any  tribunal.  In  criminal 
cases  tliey  shall  be  amenable  to  the  tribunal  of  the 
cortes  only,  in  the  form  and  manner  which  shall  be 
prescribed  by  the  regulations  for  their  internal  go- 
vernrnent  During  the  sessions  of  the  cortes,  and 
for  one  month  afterwards,  no  deputy  can  be  prose- 
cuted or  arrested  for  debt. 

Art.  129  NodeputyshalljdurinJTtheterm  of  his  of- 
flScc,  which  shall  be  reckoned  from  the  time  of  his 


election  being  made  known  to  um  peru  v.om- 

mittee  ot  the  cortes,  accept  for  himself,  mirsohcit  to# 
another,  any  office  at  the  king’s  dispi  sal,  nor  even 
promotion,  unless  it  be  in  tiie  regular  course,  ac- 
cording’to  the  profession  which  he  exercises. 

Art  139.  Neither  shall  he,  while  he  is  a member 
of  the  cortes,  and  for  one  year  after  he  shall  have 
ceased  to  act  as  such,  receive  tor  iiimself,  or  solicit 
for  another,  any  pension  or  dignities  whatever  at 
the  king’s  disposal. 

CHAPTEH  VIT. 

Of  the povjers  of  the  cortes 

Art.  131.  1 lie  cortes  shall  have  power — 

1.  To  propose  and  decree  tlie  laws,  and  to  ex- 
plain and  reped  them  if  necessar} ; 

2,  To  administer  the  oath  to  the  king,  the  prince 
of  Asturias,  and  tiie  regency,  as  prescribed  under 
their  re.spective  artick  s; 

3 To  decide  upon  every  question  of  fact  or  law 
concerning  the  succession  to  the  c own; 

4.  To  appoint  a regency  or  a re  gent  of  the  king- 
dom when  required  by  the  ccmstitutlcm,  and  deter- 
mine the  restrictions  under  which  the  regency  or 
the  regent  are  to  exercise  the  royal  authori.y; 

5 I'o  cause  the  prince  of  Asturias  to  be  publicly 
acknowledged; 

6.  I'o  appoint  a guardian  to  the  minor  king^ 
when  required  by  the  coiisiitution; 

7.  To  approve,  before  they  are  ratified,  all  trea- 
ties of  offensive  alliance  and  of  subsidy,  and  special 
treaties  of  commerce; 

8 I’o  allow  or  forbid  the  admission  of  foreigrt 
troops  into  the  kingdom; 

9.  I’o  decree  the  creation  or  suppression  of  offices 
in  the  tribunals  established  by  the  constitution,  and 
likewise  of  public  offices; 

10.  To  determine  every  3^ear,  on  the  king’s  pro- 
pos  I,  the  numberof  the  sea  and  land  forces,  and  how 
many  are  to  be  kept  on  foot  in  time  of  peace,  and 
to  what  extent  they  shall  be  increased  in  tune  of 
war; 

11.  To  make  rules  for  tlie  government  and  regu- 
lation of  the  land  and  naval  forces; 

12.  » o determine  the  expenses  of  the  public  ad* 
ministration; 

13  i o lay  annually  the  imposts  and  taxes; 

14.  To  borrow  money,  when  necessary,  on  fhe 
national  credit; 

15.  To  approve  the  assessment  of  tlie  taxes 
amongthe  several  provinces; 

16.  To  examine  and  approve  the  accounts  of  the 
expenditure  of  the  public  money; 

17.  To  establish  custom-houses  and  fix  the  rates 
of  duties; 

18.  To  decide  what  is  necessary  for  the  adminis- 
tration, preservation,  and  alienation  of  the  j^ublic 
property; 

19.  do  fix  the  value,  weight,  purity,  stamp,  aVid 
the  denomination  of  the  several  coii  s; 

20.  To  adopt  a standard  of  weights  and  measures^ 
the  most  just  and  convenient; 

21.  I’o  promote  and  favor  all  branches  of  indus- 
try, and  remove  all  obstac,es  by  which  they  might 
be  impeded; 

22.  o establisli  a general  plan  of  teaching  for 
the  public  schools  throughout  tlie  monarch},  and 
approve  of  the  plan  which  shall  be  prepared  for 
the  education  of  the  prince  of  Asturias; 

23.  ; o approve  of  the  general  regulations  con- 
cerning tlie  public  ht  altli,  and  the  general  police 
throughout  the  kingdom; 

24.  To  protect  the  political  freedom  of  the  press; 

25.  ’ o enforce  the  responsibility  of  the  minis- 
ters of  state  and  other  public  functionaries; 
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26.  And,  lastly,  to  g'ive  or  refuse  their  consent 
in  all  those  cases  in  which  it  is  required  by  tiie  con- 
stitution. 

CHAPTER  VIIT. 

Of  the  laws,  and  of  the  royal  sanction. 

Art.  132.  Every  deputy  has  a right  to  propose 
laws,  but  it  must  be  done  by  bill  in  writing,  accom- 
panied with  the  reasons  on  which  it  isfoun  ied. 

Art.  133.  The  bill  shall  be  read  a second  time, 
two  days  at  least  after  it  shall  have  been  brougiitiii, 
*n  l the  cortes  shall  deliberate  whether  it  shall  be 
debated  or  not. 

rt.  134.  When  admitted  to  debate,  the  cortes 
tnay  previously  refer  it  to  a committee,  if  in  their 
opinion  the  importance  of  the  subject  requires  it. 

Art.  135.  Tiie  bill  shall  be  read  a third  time,  four 
davs  at  least  after  it  shall  have  been  adinitted  and 
the  cortes  shall  appoint  the  day  on  which  it  shall 
be  debated. 

Alt.  136.  On  the  appointed  day  the  bill  and  each 
of  its  sections  shall  be  debated. 

Art.  137.  The  cortes  shall  decide  when  the  ^111 
is  sufficiently  debated,  and,  having  decided  that  it 
is,  they  shall  determine  whether  the  question  shall 
be  taken. 

Art,  138.  If  it  be  decided  that  the  question  shall 
be  taken,  it  shall  immediately  be  put  tovote,  and 
tlie  bill  shall  be  admitted  in  whole  or  in  part,  and 
with  such  amendments  as  shall  have  been  propos- 
ed during  the  debate. 

■ Art.  139.  The  question  shall  be  decided  by  an 
absolute  majority  of  votes,  and  it  shall  be  necessa- 
ry to  form  a quorum  that  one  h If  of  all  the  depu- 
ties composing  the  cortes  and  one  more  be  pre- 
sent. 

Art.  140.  If  the  cortes  shall  reject  a bill  at  wJmt- 
ever  period  of  the  debate,  or  shall  resolve  that  the 
question  shall  not  be  taken,  it  shall  not  be  brought 
in  again  the  same  year 

Art.  T4l.  If  it  shall  have  passed,  it  shall  be  drawn 
up  in  writing  by  duplicates  i the  form  of  a law,  and 
shall  be  read  to  the  cortes;  afterwards  the  two  ori- 
ginals, signed  by  the  president  and  two  secretaries, 
shall  immediately  bo  presented  to  the  king,  by  a 
committee  appointed  for  that  purpose. 

Art,  142.  The  king  sanctions  the  laWf*!. 

Art.  143.  He  shall  sanction  them  in  the  follow- 
ing form,  signed  witli  his  own  hand:  “Let  it  be  ex- 
ecuted into  a law.’’ 

Art.  144.  The  king  shall  refuse  his  sanction  in 
the  following  form,  also  signed  with  his  own  hand: 
“Let  it  be  returned  to  the  cortes,”  and  he  shall 
explain  his  reasons  for  not  sanctioning  the  same. 

Art.  145.  The  king  shall  be  allowed  thirty  days 
for  the  use  of  that  prerogative;  but  if,  during  that 
period,  he  has  not  given,  or  refused  his  sanction,  it 
shall  be  understood  by  that  alone  that  he  has  given 
it,  and  he  shall  actually  give  it. 

Art,  146.  After  the  king  shall  have  given  or  re- 
fused his  sanction,  one  of  the  two  original  copies 
of  t!ie  bill  shall  be  returned  to  the  cortes  for  their 
government,  and  it  shall  be  deposited  in  their  ar- 
chives; the  other  copy  shall  remain  in  the  possession 
of  the  king. 

Art.  147.  If  the  king  shall  refuse  his  sanction,  the 
same  bill  shall  not  be  brought  in  again  before  the 
cortes  of  that  year,  but  may  be  brought  belore  the 
cortes  of  another  year. 

Art.  148  If  the  same  bill  shall  be  again  brought 
in,  and  be  passed  by  the  cortes  of  the  following 
year,  it  shall  be  a second  time  presented  to  the 
kmg,  \v  ho  shall  give  or  refuse  his  sanction  in  the  i 
form  mentioned  in  the  14.3d  and  144th  articles;  and  [ 


in  the  last  case  it  shall  not  be  brouglit  before  the 
cortes  of  that ) ear. 

Art.  149.  If  the  same  bill  shall  be  brought  infer 
the  tlhrd  tune,  and  shall  have  passed  in  the  cortes 
of  the  following  year,  it  shall  be  coosidereu,  b)  ib.at 
alone,  as  having  received  the  king’s  sanction;  and, 
on  the  bill  being  presented  to  him,  he  sliall  in  fact 
sanction  ilia  the  form  prescribed  in  the  143d  arti- 
cle. 

Art.  150.  If  the  day  on  which  the  cortes  are  to 
close  their  session  shall  arrive  before  the  expira- 
tion of  the  thirty  days  allowed  to  the  king  tor  giv- 
ing or  refusing  his  sanction,  he  shall  give  orrefuse 
it,  during  the  first  eight  days  of  the  session  of  the 
next  cortes;  and  if  he  shall  not  have  done  it  within 
that  time,  the  bill  shall  nevertheless  be  considered 
as  sanctioned,  and  the  king  shall  actually  sanction 
it  in  the  form  prescribed;  but  if  he  sliall  refuse  ro 
give  his  sanction,  tiie  said  b;!!  may  be  debated  by 
the  same  cortes. 

Art.  151.  Although  one  or  more  yeai’s  may  have 
elapsed  since  the  king  sliall  have  refused  to  sanc- 
! tion  a bill  without  its  having  been  tirouglit  in  again, 
yet,  if  such  a bill  shall  be  brought  in.  in  the  same 
legislature  which  originally  pas.sid  it,  or  in  one  of 
the  two  immediately  following  legislatures,  it  shall 
be  considered  as  the  same  bill  in  relation  to  the 
king’s  sanction  mentioned  in  the  three  preceding 
articles;  but  if,  during  the  three  abovementioned 
legislatures,  the  bill  shall  not  have  been  brought 
in  again,  although  it  may  afterwards  be  brought  in, 
in  the  same  words,  it  siuill  be  considered  as  a new 
bill  with  respect  to  the  king’s  sanction 

Art.  152.  If  at  the  second  or  third  time  that  the 
bill  shall  be  brought  in,  within  the  term  prescribed 
in  the  next  preceding- .article,  it  shall  be  rejected  by 
the  cortes,  at  whatever  period  it  may  afterwards  be 
' proposed,  it  shall  be  considerdH  as  a new  bill. 

Art.  153.  Tlie  laws  are  repealed  in  the  same 
manner,  and  with  the  same  formalities,  that  they 
are  made. 

CHAPTER  IX. 

Of  promulgating  the  laws. 

Art.  154.  After  a law  shall  have  been  published 
in  the  cortes,  the  king  sliall  be  apprized  thereof, 
and  he  shall  immediately  proceed  to  the  promulga- 
tion of  the  same. 

Art.  155.  The  king  shall  promulgate  the  laws  ija 
the  following  form:  N (the  king’s  na,me),  by  the 
grace  of  God  and  (he  constitution  of  the  Spanish 
monarchy,  king  of  Spain,  to  all  to  whom  these  pre- 
sents sliall  come,  know  ye:  that  the  cortes  liave  de- 
creed, and  we  do  sanction  the  following- law  (here 
shall  be  inserted  the  literal  text  of  the  law):  Where- 
fore, we  order  all  the  tvibumds,  magistrates,  chiefs, 
governors,  and  other  civil,  rnilitury,  and  ecclesiasti- 
cal authorities,  of  every  rank  and  description,  to 
conform  themselves  to  the  said  law,  and  to  see  it 
maintained  and  executed  in  all  its  parts.  You  shall 
take  the  proper  me  asures  to  have  the  sahl  law  cur- 
ried  into  effect,  printed,  and  published.  (It  shall 
be  directed  to  the  ministers  of  the  several  depart- 
ments.) 

Art.  156.  All  the  laws  shall  be  transmitted,  in  the 
name  of  the  king,  by  the  ministers  of  die  several 
departments,  to  all  and  every^  supreme  tribunal, 
those  of  the  provinces,  and  other  superior  audio- 
rities,  who  shall  transmit  them  to  the  subordinate, 

CHAPTER  X. 

Of  the  permanent  commit  tee  of  the  cortes. 

Art.  157.  ’The  cortes  before  they  close  tlieir  ses- 
sion, shall  appoint  a committee,  which  sb.allbe  de- 
nominated the  permanent  committee  of  the  r -r/ov,- it 
shall  be  composed  of  seven  persons  taken  hom 


&04  NILES’  REGISTER— MAY  13,  18£0— SPANISH  CONSTITUTION. 


aiTiong  iiiv  de(>iu;es,  to  vvii:  tiiree  putiesfrom  the 
Eviropean  provinces;  three  from  those  oftiie  ultra- 
marine  dominions;  and  the  seventh  shall  be  chosen 
by  lot  irom  among  the  European  and  ultramarine 
deputies. 

Alt.  158.  The  cortes  shall  at  the  same  time  ap- 
point two  substitutes  for  the  said  committee,  one 
from  Europe,  and  the  otlierfrqm  the  ultramarine 
provinces. 

Art.  159.  ’?  he  functions  of  the  permanent  com- 
mittee shall  continue  from  the  end  of  the  session  of 
one  ordinary  cortes  to  tiie  commencement  of  ano- 
ther. 

Art.  160.  The  permanent  committee  shall  have 
power — • 

1 To  see  that  the  constitution  and  laws  have 
been  duly  observed,  in  order  to  render  an  account 
to  Ihq  next  cortes  of  all  the  infractions  which  have 
come  to  their  knowledge; 

2 To  convoke  extraordinary  cortes  in  the  ca- 
ses prescribed  by  th.e  constitution; 

3.  l o discharge  the  functions  mentioned  in  the 
111th  and  ll2th  articles; 

4.  I'o  give  notice  to  the  substitutes  to  fill  tlie 
places  vacated  by  deputies,  and,  in  case  of  death  or 
absolute  inability  o the  deputies  and  subsuuites  of 
a province,  to  give  the  proper  orders  that  the  said 
province  may  proceed  to  a new  election, 

CaAPTEIl  XT. 

Of  the  extraordinary  cortes. 

Art.  161,  I he  extraordinary  cortts  shall  be  com- 
posed of  tlie  same  deputies  who  constitute  the  or- 
din,u7  cortes,  during  the  two  years  for  which  they 
are  elected. 

Art.  16 j,  '{'he  permanent  committee  shall  con- 
voke them  on  an  appointed  day  in  the  three  follow- 
ing cases: 

1.  If  the  crown  shall  be  vacant; 

2.  li'the  king  be  unqualified,  in  any  manner  what- 
ever, to  hold  the  reins  of  the  government,  or  shall 
manifest  his  desire  lo  abdicate  the  crown  in  favor 
of  his  successor,  the  committee  being  in  the  first 
case  authorised  to  take  all  the  necessary  measures 
to  ascertain  the  king’s  inability; 

3.  If,  m critical  circumstances,  or  upon  some  pe- 
culiarly arduous  business,  the  king  shall  think  pro 
per  to  convene  them,  in  which  cases  he  shall  give 
information  thereof  to  the  permanent  committee  of 
the  cortes. 

Art.  161.  The  extraordinary  cortes  shall  take 
cognizance  of  no  other  object  but  that  for  which 
they  have  been  convened. 

Art.  164.  The  sessions  of  the  extraordinary  cortes 
sliall  commence  and  close  with  the  same  formali- 
ties that  are  prescribed  tor  the  ordinary  cortes. 

Art,  165,  Tlie  extraordinary  cortes  being  as- 
sembled, sliall  not  prevent  the  election  of  new  de- 
puties at  tlie  prescribed  period. 

Art,  166.  Ifit  shall  happen  that  the  extraordina- 
ry cortes  have  not  closed  their  session  on  the  day 
ajipoiiV.ed  for  tiie  ur'eting  of  the  ordinary  cortes, 
the  I'ormer  shall  cease  their  functions,  and  the  lat- 
ter sliall  resume  the  debate  of  the  subject  for  which 
the  former  had  been  convoked. 

Art.  167.  The  permanent  committee  of  the  cortes 
eball  continue  the  functions  ascribed  to  them  by  the 
111th  and  11 2th  articles  in  the  case  mentioned  in 
the  next  preceding  article. 

rn’LE  TV. 

Of  the  king, 

CMAPTEU  I. 


Art.  169,  the  king  shall  be  styled,  his  catholic 
majesty. 

Art.  170  The  executive  power  shall  be  vested 
exclusively  in  the  king,  and  his  authority  shall  ex- 
tend to  all  that  may  be  conducive  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  the  public  order  and  safety  of  the  state, 
conformably  to  the  constitution  and  laws. 

Art  171  Besides  the  prerogative  of  sanctioning 
and  promulgatmgthe  laws,  the  king  shall  also  have 
power — 

1.  To  make  such  decrees,  regulations,  and  re- 
strictions as  he  may  think  necessary  for  the  full  ex- 
ecution of  the  laws; 

2,  To  see  that  justice  be  promptly  and  fully  ad- 
ministered throughout  the  kingdom; 

3 To  declare  war,  and  makt  and  ratify  treaties  of 
peace,  laying  the  same  afterwards  v/ith  the  docu- 
ments before  the  cortes; 

4.  I'o  appoint  the  magistrates  of  all  the  civil  and 
criminal  tribunals,  on  the  nomination  of  the  council 
of  state; 

5 To  nominate  to  all  the  civil  and  military  of- 
fices; 

6.  To  present,  with  the  advice  of  the  council  of 
of  state,  to  all  bishoprics,  benefices,  and  ecclesiasti- 
cal dignities  of  royal  patronage; 

7.  J'o  grant  honors  andfiistinctions  of  every  kind, 
according  to  law; 

8 'I'o  take  the  command  of  all  the  sea  and  land 
forces,  and  appoint  the  generals; 

9 To  dispose  of  the  armed  force,  and  distribute 
the  same  in  the  most  convenient  manner; 

10.  To  direct  the  diplomatic  and  commercial  re- 
lations with  foreign  powers,  and  appoint  ambassa- 
dors, ministers,  and  consuls; 

11  l o coin  money,  on  which  his  bust  and  name 
shall  be  stamped; 

12  To  regulate  the  administration  of  the  public 
monies  in  all  its  branches; 

13.  f o pardon  criminals  according  to  law; 

14  To  propose  to  the  cortes  the  making  or  re| 
pealing  of  such  laws  as  may  be  advantageous  to  the 
general  welfare  of  the  nation,  in  order  that  they 
may  debate  the  subject  according  to  the  form  pre- 
scribed; 

15.  lo  permit  or  forbid,  with  the  consent  of  the 
cortes,  tl\e  publication  of  decrees  of  ecclesiastical 
councils  and  pontifical  bulls  containing  provisions 
of  general  import:  if  they  relate  to  parlicuiaa- affairs 
or  matters  involving  the  concerns  of  government, 
the  advice  of  the  council  of  state  shall  be  taken; 
and  if  they  relate  to  orinvolve  subjects  of  litigation, 
the  supreme  tribunal  of  justice  shall  take  cogni« 
zance  thereof,  and  decree  upon  the  same  according 
to  law; 

16.  To  appoint  and  remove  from  office,  the  minis- 
ters of  state  and  others. 

Art.  172  The  restrictions  on  the  royal  authority 
are  as  follows:-— 

1.  'rhe  king  shall  not,  under  any  pretence  what- 
ever, prevent  the  meeting  of  the  cortes,  in  the  ca- 
ses and  at  the  periods  prescribed  by  the  constitu- 
tion, nor  suspend  or  dissolve  th-  m,  nor  in  any  man- 
ner whatever,  embarrass  their  sessions  and  delibe- 
rations. Those  who  shall  be  instrumental  in  the 
above  cases,  either  by  their  advice  or  assisiance, 
sliall  be  declared  traitors,  and  persecuted  as  such; 

2.  He  shall  not  go  out  of  the  kingdom  without 
the  consent  of  the  cortes,  or  else  he  shall  be  un- 
derstood to  have  abdicated  the  crown; 


Of  the  inviolability  of  ih-  kingy  and  of  his  authority,  3.  He  shall  not  alienate,  grant,  renounce,  or 
Art.  168.  'rhe  ]>erson  of  the  king  is  sacred  and  transfer,  in  any  manner  whatever,  the  royal  autho- 
Tnviolabie,  and  he  can  do  no  wrong.  I rity,  or  any  of  its  prerogatives,  to  another. 
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U tro  '‘t  cause  or  otlier  he  shall  wish  to  ab- 

,tethe  crown  in  favor  of  his  next  successor,  he 
sha  ' be  obliged  to  have  the  consent  of  the  cortes; 

4.  He  shall  not  alienate,  grant,  or  exchange  any 
province,  city,  borough,  or  any  other  portion  oftlie 
fepanisli  territory,  however  small  its  extent  may  be; 

5.  He  shall  not  enter  into  an  offensive  alliance, 
jior  make  a special  treaty. of  commerce’  with  any 
for.  igii  potver,  without  the  consent  ofthe  cortes; 

6.  He' shall  not  engage  by  treaty  to  furnish  sup- 
plies to  a foreign  power  without  the  consent  ofthe 
cortes; 

7.  He  shall  not  tranfer  or  alienate  the  national 
property  v/iihout  the  consent  ofthe  cortes; 

8.  He  sliall  not  of  his  §ole  authority  levy  any  impo- 
sitio  either  directly  or  indirectly,  nor  clemand  any 
suiiplies  under  whatever  denomination,  or  for  any 
object  whatever;  but  all  grants  of  public  money 
shall  be  directed  by  the  cortes; 

9.  He  shall  not  grant  any  exclusive  privilege  to 
any  person  or  corporation  whatever; 

lu.  He  shall  not  take  the  property  of  any  person 
or  corporation,  nor  hinder  or  impede  the  free 
possession,  use,  and  benefit  thereof;  and  if  at  any 
time  it  shall  be  necessary,  for  an  object  of  utility, 
to  take  an  individua ’s  property,  that  man  shall  be 
indemnified,  and  an  equivalent,  to  be  estimated  by 
honest  and  indifferent  persons,  shall  be  given  to 
him; 

11.  He  shall  not  deprive  any  individual  of  his  li- 
berty, nor  of  his  own  authority  inflict  upon  him  any 
punishment.  The  minister  of  state  who  shall  have 
signed  such  order,  and  the  judge  who  shall  have  ex- 
ecuted it,  shall  be  responsible  therefor  to  the  na- 
tion, and  prosecuted  as  t^iolators  of  personal  liberty. 
He  may  only  in  cases  when  the  welfare  and  safety 
ofthe  state  shall  require  it,  give  orders  for  the  ar- 
rest of  any  person,  but  on  condition  that  such  per- 
son shall  within  forty-eight  hours  be  delivered  over 
to  the  competent  tribunal  or  magistrate; 

12.  Before  he  shall  contract  marriage,  he  shall 
give  notice  thereof  to  the  cortes  in  order  to  obtain 
their  oonsent,  and  if  he  -shall  omit  that  formality, 
he  shall  be  considered  as  having  abdicated  the 
crown. 

Art.  173.  I'he  cortes  shall  administer  to  the 
king,  on  his  accession  to  the  throne,  or,  if  he  be 
under  age,  when  he  shall  assume  the  reins  of  the 
government,  an  oath  in  the  words  following: 

I,  N.  (the  king’s  name'^  by  the  grace'of  God  and 
^he  constitution  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  king  of 
Spain,  do  swear  by  God  and  the  holy  gospels,  that 
I will  protect  and  maintain  the  Roman  catholic  and 
apostolic  religion,  and  will  not  permit  any  other  in 
the  kingdom;  that  I will  support  the  constitution 
and  laws  of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  and  cause  the 
same  to  be  observed,  and  that  all  ray  actions  shall 
be  directed  to  its  good  and  welfare;  that  I will  not 
alienate,  transfer,  or  dismember  atiy  portion  ofthe 
kingdom;  that  I never  will  exact  any  produce,  mo- 
ney, or  any  thing  else  yt^hicii  shall  not  have  been 
decreed  by  the  cortes;  that  I will  not  deprive  any 
one  of  his  property;  and,  above  all,  that  I will  re- 
spect the  national  and  individual  liberty;  and  if  I 
shall  act  in  opposition  totlie  whole  or  part  of  this  my 
oath,  my  orders  shall  not  be  obeyed,  and  all  such 
acts  shall  be  null  and  void.  May  God  help  and  de 
fend  me  if  1 am  true  to  my  oath,  and  call  me  to  an 
account  if!  violate  it! 

CRAPTKR  IT. 

Of  the  successim  to  the  croian. 

Art.  174.  The  kingdom  of  Spain  is  indivisible; 
and  from  the  promulgation  ofthe  constitution  the 
tile  succession  to  the  throne  shall  be  always  taken 


from  among  the  lawfful  descendants,  male  or  female^ 
in  reg'ular  order  of  primogeniture  and  representa- 
tion of  the  lives  hereafter  mentioned. 

Art,  175,  No  one  shall  be  king  of  Spain  who  wafe 
not  born  in  lawful  wedlock. 

Art.  176.  The  males  shall  have  the  preference 
over  the  females,  and  the  elder  always  over  the 
younger,  when  in  the  same  deg’ree;  but  females  of 
a nearer  line  or  degree  sliall  have  tiie  preference 
over  the  males  of  one  more  distant. 

Art.  177.  The  son  or  daughter  of  the  king’s 
eldest  son,  in  case  of  his  father  dying  without  hav- 
ing succeeded  to  the  crown,  shall  have  the  prefer- 
enc'-  over  his  or  her  uncles,  and  shall  immediat^ily 
succeed  to  his  or  her  grandfather  by  right  of  repre- 
sentation. 

Art.  178  As  long  as  the  direct  line  of  succession 
shall  exist,  the  crown  shall  not  be  vested  in  a col- 
lateral branch. 

Art.  179.  The  king  of  Spain  is  our  lord  don 
Ferdinand  VIT.  of  Bourbon,  who  at  present  reigns. 

Art.  180.  After  don  Ferdinand  V!I.  of  Bourbon, 
his  lawful  descendants,  either  males  or  females, 
shall  succeed  to  the  crown,  and  after  them  bis  bro- 
thers or  sisters,  and  the  brothers  or  sisters  of  his 
father  and  their  lawful  descendants,  in  the  order 
already  mentioned,  regard  being  had,  as  to  eacti 
of  them,  t®  the  right  of  representation,  and  to  the 
preference  due  to  the  nearest  line  over  those  which 
are  more  distant. 

Art.  181.  The  cortes  shall  exclude  from  the  suc- 
cession that  or  those  persons  wl-osiiali  be  unquali^ 
fled  to  govern,  or  who  shall  have  by  their  deeds  de- 
served to  forfeit  the  crown. 

Art.  182.  If  it  shall  happen  that  all  the  lines  here- 
in mentioned,  shall  become  extinct,  the  cortes 
shall  call  another  family  to  t he  tlirone  w’norn  they 
shall  think  most  for  the  advantage  of  tlie  nation, 
and  the  order  and  rules  of  succession  already  pre- 
scribed shall  be  followed. 

Art.  183.  If  the  crown  shall  fall,  or  has  already 
fallen,  upon  a female,  she  shall  not  contract  mar-r 
riage  without  having  first  obtained  the  consent  of 
the  cortes;  and  in  the  contrary  case  she  shall  be 
considered  to  have  abdicated  the  crown. 

Art.  184.  Wiien  a woman  shall  wear  the  crown, 
her  husband  shall  have  no  authority  whatever 
over  the  kingdom,  nor  any  share  in  its  government. 

CUAPTEIi  III 

Of  the  king’s  minoriiy  and  ofthe  regency. 

Art  185,  The  king  is  a minor  until  he  attains 
the  full  age  of  eighteen  years. 

Art  iS6  The  kingdom  shall  be  governed  by  a 
regency  during  the  minority  ofthe  king- 

Art  187  It  shall  likewise  be  governed  by  a re- 
gency if  the  king,  from  some  physical  or  moral 
cause,  shall  be  incapacitated  from  exercising  his 
authority. 

Art  188.  If  the  cause  which  prevents  tlie  king 
from  holding  the  reins  of  government  shall  last 
longer  than  two  years,  the  cortes,  instead  of  ap- 
pointing- a regency,  shall  have  the  power  of  appoint- 
ing his  next  successor,  if  he  be  of  full  age,  regent 
of  the  kingdom. 

Art.  189.  In  case  the  crown  sbalJ  be  vacant  dur- 
ing tlie  minority  of  the  prince  of  Asturias,  the  extra- 
ordinary cortes  shall  assemble  if  the  ordinary  cortes 
are  not  in  session.  "J’he  provisional  reg-eacy  sliall 
be  composed  ofthe  queen  mother,  if  she  be  living, 
ofthe  two  deputies  of  the  permanent  committee  of 
the  cortes  the  most  ancient  in  the  order  of  their 
election,  and  two  ofthe  oldest  connsellors  of  state, 
tliat  is  to  say,  the  president  of  tlie  council,  and 
the  next  to  him  in  seniority.  If  the  queen  mother 


206 


NILES’  REGISTER MAY  IS,  1820— SPANISH  CONSTITUTION 


be  not  living-,  then  the  third  elder  counsellor  of 
state  shall  be  one  of  the  regency, 

Art.  190.  'I  he  provisional  regency  slmll  be  pre- 
sided over  by  the  queen,  if  she  be  living,  and,  in 
default  of  her,  by  the  eldest  member  of  the  per 
manent  committee  of  the  cortes  in  order  of  elec- 
tion. 

Art.  191.  The  provisional  regency  shall  expedite 
no  business  but  that  which  can  admit  of  no  delay, 
and  they  shall  appoint  and  remove  public  function- 
aries only  pro  tempore 

,\rt.  i92.  The  extraordinary  cortes  being  assem- 
bled, they  shall  appoint  a regency  composed  of 
three  of  five  persons. 

Art.  193.  No  one  can  be  a member  ofthe  regen- 
cy who  is  not  a citizen  in  full  exercise  ofhis  rights; 
foreigners  are  also  excluded,  although  naturalized. 

Art.  194.  The  regency  sliull  be  presided  over  by 
one  of  its  members,  on  the  nomination  of  the  cortes, 
who  sivall  also  decide,  if  necessary,  whether  the 
presidency  shall  be  exercised  by  all  the  members  j 
by  turns,  or  otherwise,  and  in  what  manner.  I 

Art.  195.  'rhe  regency  shall  exercise  the  royal 
authority  in  the  manner  which  shall  be  prescribed 
by  the  cortes.  ! 

Art.  196.  \n  oath  shall  be  administered  to  the 
provisional  and  permanent  regency,  in  the  form 
prescribed  by  the  173d  article,  with  the  additional 
clause  that  they  shall  be  fiithful  to  the  king.  The 
permanent  regency  shall  moreover  swear  that  they 
will  confine  th.-mselves  within  the  limits  prescrib- ; 
ed  by  t'le  cortvs  in  the  exercise  of  the  royal  autho- 
rity; and  that  when  the  king  shall  be  of  age,  or  his 
inability  shall  cea^e,  they  will  place  the  reins  of 
government  into  his  hands,  on  pain  of  being- pu- 
nished as  traitors,  if  they  shall  delay  but  a moment  i 
so  to  do.  j 

Art  197.  All  the  acts  of  the  regency  shall  be  is- 1 
sued  in  the  name  of  the  king.  ! 

Art.  198,  That  person  sliall  be  the  guardian  of. 
the  minor  king  whom  the  late  king  shall  have  ap-  j 
pointed  for  that  purpose  by  his  last  will  and  testa-  j 
meat;  and,  for  want  of  such  appointment,  the  queen  | 
motiier  shall  be  tlie  guardian  of  the  minor  king, 
whilst  she  shall  remain  a widow;  and,  in  default  of 
her,  such  guardian  shall  be  appointed  by  the  cortes. 
In  the  first  and  last  cases  the  guardian  must  have 
been  born  in  the  kingdom- 

Art,  199.  The  reg-ency  shall  see  that  the  educa 
tion  given  to  the  minor  king  be  suited  to  his  high 
dignity,  and  conformably  to  the  plan  which  sliall 
be  adopted  by  the  cortes. 

Art.  200.  'rhe  cortes  shall  fix  the  compensation 
which  shall  be  paid  to  tlie  members  of  the  regency. 

CHAPTKU  IV. 

OJ  the  royal family^  and  of  the  recognition  of  the  prince 
ofJlutnrias. 

Art.  201.  The  king’s  eldest  son  shall  be  styled 
prince  of  Asturias. 

Aid  202  rhe  other  children  of  the  king  shall  be 
styled  infants  of  Spain. 

Art.  203.  The  ciiildren  of  tlie  prince  of  Asturias 
shall  likewise  be  styled  infants  of  Spain. 

Art.  204.  No  otlier  persons  but  those  ahovemen- 
tioned  shall  have  tlie  title  of  Infants  of  Spain. 

Art.  205.  The  infants  of  Spain  shall  enjoy  the 
same  honors  and  distinctions  which  they  have  hi- 
therto enjoyed;  tliey  shall  be  capable  of  being  ap- 
pointed to  all  offices,  except  those  of  judicature  and 
of  deputies  to  the  cortes. 

Art.  206.  I’he  prince  of  Asturias  shall  not  leave 
the  kingdom  witliout  the  consent  of  the  cortes, 
otherwise  he  shall  ipso  facto  forfeit  his  right  to  the 
crown. 


Art.  207.  He  shall  likewise  forfeit  his  right  to  the’-' 
crown  by  remaining  aoroad  longer  than  he  had  been 
allowed,  and  on  being  required  to  re-enter  the  king- 
dom, refusing  to  comply  with  the  summons  within 
the  time  prescribed  by  the  cortes. 

Art.  208.  rhe  prince  of  Asturias,  the  infants  and 
infantas,  and  their  children  and  their  d scendants, 
it  subjects  of  the  king,  shall  notfnarry  without  hav- 
ing first  obtained  his  consent,  and  \ hat  of  the  cortes^ 
on  pain  of  tdrfeiting  their  right  to  the  crown. 

Art.  209.  An  authenticated  copy  of  tlie  certificates 
of  birth,  marriage  and  death  of  all  the  members  of 
the  ro}al  family  shall  be  delivered  to  the  cories-— 
and  if  they  are  not  assembled,  to  tlie  permanent 
committee  to  be  deposited  among  their  archives. 

Art.  210.  j’he  prince  of  Asturias  shall  be  acknow- 
ledged as  such  by  the  cortes,  with  the  formalities 
which  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  regulations  for 
their  internal  government. 

Art.  211.  That  acknowledgment  shall  be  made  by 
the  first  cortes  assembled  after  his  birth. 

Art.  212,  rhe  prince  of  Asturias,  affer  he  shall 
have  completed  bis  fourteenth  year,  shall,  before 
the  cortes,  take  the  following  oath:  ‘],  N.  ( his  name) 
prince  of  * sTurias,  do  swear  by  fiod  and  tire  holy 
gospels,  that  I will  defend  and  maintain  the  Roman 
catholic  and  apostolic  religion,  and  will  not  permit 
any  other  in  the  kingdom;  that  I will  support  the 
constitution  of  tlie  Spanish  monarchy,  and  that  I 
will  be  faithful  and  obedient  to  the  king.  So  help 
me  God.” 

CHAPTER  r. 

Of  the  provision  for  the  royal  family. 

Art.  213.  I he  cortes  shall  fix  the  annual  provision 
for  the  king’s  household,  which  shall  be  commen- 
surate to  the  higii  dignity  of  bis  person. 

Art  214.  All  those  royal  palaces  belong  to  the 
king,  which  were  possessed  by  his  predecessors; 
and  the  cortes  shall  assign  such  lands  as  tivey  shall 
think  most  convenient  for  the  king’s  sports. 

Art.  215.  The  cortes  shall  determine  what  sum 
shall  be  annually  allowed  to  the  prince  of  Asturiaa 
from  the  day  of  his  birth,  and  to  the  infants  and  in- 
fantas from  that  on  which  they  shall  be  full  seven 
years  of  age,  for  their  establishment,  which  sum 
shall  be  commensurate  with  their  respective  dig- 
nities. 

Art.  216,  The  cortes  shall  determine  what  sum 
shall  be  allowed  to  the  infantas  for  their  dowries, 
when  they  shall  marry;  and,  that  sum  being  paid, 
the  yearly  provision  for  their  establishment  shall 
cease. 

Art.  217.  If  the  infants  shall  marry  and  reside  in 
the  kingdom,  they  shall  continue  to  receive  the 
yearly  sum  allowed  for  their  establishment;  but  if 
they  sliall  marry  and  reside  out  of  the  kingdom,  the 
said  yearly  allowance  shall  cease,  and  a gross  sura 
shall  be  paid  to  them,  to  be  determined  by  the 
cortes. 

Art.  218.  The  yearly  sum  to  be  allowed  to  the 
queen  dowager,  for  her  establislimenr,  shall  be  de- 
termined by  the  cortes. 

Art.  219.  The  compensation  for  the  services  of 
the  members  of  the  regency  sh.ill  be  paid  out  of  the 
sums  allowed  for  the  establishment  of  the  king’s 
household. 

Art.  220.  At  the  beginning  of  each  reign  the 
cortes  shall  fix  the  sums  which  shall  be  allowed  for 
the  king’s  household,  and  for  the  establishments  of 
Ills  family,  as  mentioned  in  the  above  articles;  and 
duri.ng  that  reign  no  alterations  shall  be  made 
therein. 

Art.  221.  .All  those  sums  shall  be  paid  out  of  the 
national  treasury,  to  the  administrator  appointed 
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for  that  purpose  by  the  ki;  g,  and  all  the  accounts 
shall  be  settled  by  the  said  aauuinstrator. 

CUAPTKtl  VI. 

Of  the  ministers  of  stale. 

Art.  222.  There  shall  be  seven  ministers  of  state, 
to  wit: 

One  for  foreign  relations. 

One  for  the  deparment  of  the  peninsula  and  ad- 
iicent  islands. 

One  for  the  department  of  the  ultramarine  domi- 
nions. 

Cue  for  the  department  of  justice  and  favors. 

One  for  tlie  department  of  finances. 

One  for  the  department  of  war. 

One  for  the  department  of  the  navy. 

'fhe  cortes  shall  make  such  alterations  in  this  ar- 
rangement as  experience  shall  point  out,  or  circum- 
stances may  require. 

Art.  223.  No  one  can  be  a minister  of  state  who  is 
not  a citizen,  in  the  full  exercise  of  his  rights;  fo- 
veiguers  are  also  excluded,  although  naturalized. 

Art.  224.  A special  regulation,  approved  by  the 
cortes,  shall  determine  the  kind  of  business  which 
shall  belong  to  each  department. 

Art.  225.  All  the  king’s  ordinances  shall  be  sign- 
ed by  the  minister  of  state  of  the  corresponding  de- 
partment. 

Art.  226.  The  ministers  of  state  shall  be  respon- 
sible to  the  cortes  for  signing  ordinances  contrary 
to  the  constitution  and  la\vs,  and  their  having  been 
ordered  by  the  king  so  to  do  shall  not  be  admitted 
as  an  excuse. 

Art.  227.  The  ministers  of  state  shall  every  year 
produce  an  estimate  of  the  funds  necessary  for  the 
administration  of  their  respective  departments,  and 
shall  give  in  their  accounts  in  the  manner  which 
sliulLhereafter  be  determined. 

Art  228  In  order  to  force  the  responsibility  of 
the  ministers  of  state,  the  cortes  shall  first  decree 
that  there  is  cause  of  accusation. 

Art  229.  Such  dc  see  having  been  issued,  the 
minister  of  state  shall  be  suspended  fi’om  his  func- 
tions, and  the  cortes  shall  deliver  to  the  supreme 
tribunal  of  justice  all  the  documents  relative  to  tlie 
cause;  the  said  tribunal  shall  take  cognizance  tiiore- 
of,  aud  determine  on  the  ments,  according  to  lav/. 

,\rt  230  The  cortes  shall  fix  the  compensation 
which  shall  be  paid  to  the  ministers  of  state  for  their 
actual  services. 

CHAPTrn  VII 
Of  the  council  of  state 

Art.  231  The  council  of  state  shall  be  composed 
of  forty  peisons,  who  shall  be  citizens,  in  tin-  full 
exi  raise  of  tlieir  rights.  Foreigners  are  excluded, 
although  naturalized. 

\rt  232.  The  counsellors  shall  be  precisely  of  the 
following’ descrijition,  to  wit;  four  and  no  more  of 
the  ecclesiastical  order,  distinguished  for  their  ta- 
lents and  merit,  two  of  whom  shall  be  bishops;  four 
and  ’>0  more  shall  be  grandees  of  - pain,  of  reputed 
virtue,  and  possessing  the  necessary  knowledge; 
and  the  other  members  shall  be  chosen  from  among' 
the  subjects,  the  most'distinguisbed  fortheir  icai  n- 
ing  and  merd,  or  the  services  tliey  have  rendered 
to  tlie  state  in  any  principal  branch  of  the  adminis- 
trati»>n  or  government.  The  cortes  cannot  pvo])o.se 
any  person  to  be  a counsellor  of  state  who,  rdc  the 
time,  shall  be  a member  of  their  body  Twelve 
jwemhers,  at  least,  of  the  council  of  state  shall  be 
»ativf  s of  the  ultramarine  provinces 

Art  233  \ll  the  counsellors  of  state  dl  be  no- 
tniua'ed  hy  tlie  king,  on  the  presentation  of  the 
Cortf-s,  in  nnanner  hereinafter  mentioned 

Art  254.  The  c&rtgs  ‘fh.all  make  t?t3t  a H-st  of  each 


of  the  three  classes  of  counsellors  of  state,  in  the 
proportions  abovementioned,  each  list  containing 
three  Limes  the  number  required,  out  of  which  the 
king'  shall  choose  the  forty  individuals  who  are  to 
compos,  the  council  of  state,  taking  the  ecclesias- 
tics, giandee.s,  and  the.  comtr.ons  from  their  respec- 
tive classes. 

Art.  2o5.  When  there  shall  be  a vacancy  in  the 
council  cl  state,  the  cortes  wlto  shall  first  assemble 
shall  lay  before  the  kmg  a list  of  three  persons  of 
the  corresponding  class,  out  of  w hom  he  shall  choose 
one 

Art,  236  The  council , of  state  is  the  only  council 
of  the  kmg,  who  shall  take  Uieir  advice  on  arduous 
and  important  qui  stions,  and  principall}  on  the  sub- 
ject of  giving  or  ref  sing  his  sasiction  to  the  laws, 
declaring  war,  and  making  treaties. 

Art.  237  I'hut  council  shall  have  the  privilege 
of  presenting  to  the  king  three  candidates  for  each 
vacancy  in  ecclesiastical  livings  and  offices  of  judi- 
cature. 

Art.  238.  The  ki  ng  shall  make  the  necessaiy  regu- 
lations concerning  the  g'overnment  of  liie  council 
of  state,  after  having  previously  taken  their  advice, 
which  regulations  shall  be  laid  before  the  cortes,  for 
their  approbation. 

Art.  239.  No  counsellor  of  state  shall  be  removed 
from  office,  without  lawful  cause,  which  shall  be 
certified  by  the  supreme  tribunal  of  justice. 

.Art.  240  'I’he  cortes  shall  fix  the  compensatiou 
w'hich  shall  be  allowed  to  the  counsellors  of  state. 

Art.  241.  On  taking  possession  of  their  offices, 
the  counsellors  of  state  shall,  before  the  king,  make 
oath  that  they  will  maintain  the  constitution;  that 
they  will  be  -aithful  lo  him;  and  that  their  advice 
shall  always  be  directed  to  the  v/elfare  of  the  ua-> 
tion,  without  regard  to  private  interests. 

tu'Le  V. 

Of  the  tribunals  and  the  administration  of  justice  in 
civil  and  criminal  cases, 

CHAPTER  I. 

Of  the  tribunals. 

Art  242  The  tribunals  shall  have  the  exclusive 
po  wer  of  applying  the  laws  in  civile  and  criminal 
cases. 

Axi't.  243.  Neither  the  cortes  nor  the  king  shall  in 
any  case  exercise  the  judicial  functions;  prevent 
the  trial  of  pending  suits;  nor  order  a review  oi» 
rehearing  of  adjuged  cases. 

Art.  244.  The  order  of  proceeding  in  the  several 
causes  shall  be  determined  liy  tlie  laws.  It  sliall  be 
the  same  for  all  the  tribunals;  and  neitlier  the  cor- 
tes nor  the  king  shall  deviate  from  it. 

Art.  24.5.  The  tribunals  shall  exercise  no  other 
functions  than  those  of  hearing  and  determining 
causes,  and  of  causing  their  judgments  to  be  car- 
ried into  execution. 

.Art  246.  I'liey  shall  not  suspend  the  executioH 
of  the  law.s,  nor  make  any  regulations  concerning 
the  administration  cf  justice 

Art.  247  No  Spaniard  sliall  be  tried  by  special 
commis-sions,  in  civil  or  criminal  cases,  but  by  the 
competent  tribunal,  invested  by  law  with  proper 
authority. 

.Art  248.  There  shall  be  but  one  judicature  for 
all  classes  of  persons,  in  all  cases,  civil  and  criminal, 
not  herein  s[)ecially  exempted. 

Art.  249  The  ecclesiastics  shall  continue  under 
the  ecclesiastical  jiirisdic'ion,  as  it  now  is  or  may 
be  hereafter  establislied  by  law. 

Art.  250.  '!'he  military  shall  likewise  remain  un- 
dertheir  own  jiU’isdicticn,  us  is  or  shall  behereaf- 
tei'  provided  by  law. 

A.vt,  251,  K«*  ©ne  shall  be  appointed  to  the  offifce 
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of  or  mag’;  St  rate  wlio  was  not  born  in  ihf  , 

Spanish  territory,  and  is  not  full  five  and  twenty 
years  of  age.  'I'lie  otiier  requisite  qualifications 
shall  be  determined  by  the  laws. 

Art.  252.  Vhe  judges  and  magistrates  shall  not 
be  removed  from  office,  whether  appointed  for  a 
limited  time  or  for  1 fe,  unless  legally  convicted  of 
improper  conduct;  and  they  shall  not  be  suspended 
from  their  functions,  unless  there  sliall  be  an  ac- 
cusation depending  against  them  in  legal  form. 

Art.  253.  If  am  complaints  against  a magistrate 
shall  be  laid  before  the  king,  and,  after  due  investi- 
gation, shall  appear  to  him  to  be  well  grounded 


b.  To  take  cognizaiice  ol  liie  accounts  i p .lie 
functionaries,  who  are  bound  to  render  the  same 
by  law; 

7.  To  take  cognizance  of  all  litigious  mal  '.ers 
concerning  the  royal  advowsons,  and  right  of  pa-- 
tronage; 

8.  To  issue  prohibitions  to  the  superior  ecclesi- 
astical tribunai.s,  and  keep  them  within  the  pro- 
per limits  of  their  jurisdiction  and  tiie  law; 

9.  To  take  cognizance  of  appeals  for  errors  in 
law,  which  maybe  interposed  from  the  sentences 
of  superior  tribunals,  to  correct  the  errors,  remit 
the  proceedings,  and  enforce  the  responsibility 


he  may,  with  advice  of  the  cpuncil  of  state,  sus-  mentioned  above,  art.  254.  \s  totlie  ultramarine 


pend  such  magistrate  from  his  functions;  but  shall 
refer  the  case  to  the  supreme  tritmnal  of  justice, 
which  shall  decree  on  the  merits  of  the  case  accord- 
ing to  law. 

Art.  254.  The  judges  shall  be  personally  respon- 
sible for  their  non-observance  of  the  laws  in  civil 
and  criminal  cases. 

Art.  255.  A popular  action  will  lie  against  all 
judges  and  magistrates  who  shall  be  accused  of  bri- 
bery, corruption,  and  prevarication. 

Art.  256.  The  cortes  shall  fix  the  compensation 
which  shall  be  allowed  to  the  judges  and  magis- 
trates. 

Art.  257.  Justice  shall  be  administered  in  the 
king’s  name,  and  all  tlie  decrees  and  mandates  of 
the  superior  tribunals  shall  likewise  be  issued  in  his 
name. 

Art.  258.  The  civil  and  criminal  code,  and  that  of 
commerce,  shall  be  the  same  throughout  tlie  king- 
dom, withotit  prejudice  to  the  alterations  which,  in 
particular  circumstances,  the  cortes  shall  think  ne- 
cessary to  make  therein. 

Art.  259.  There  shall  be  established  in  the  capi 
tal  of  the  kingdom  a tribunal,  whicli  shall  be  deno 
minated  the  supreme  tribunal  of  juNStice. 

Art.  260.  The  number  of  magistrates  who  shall 
-compose  that  tribunal,  as  well  as  the  place  of  their 
sittings,  shall  be  determined  by  the  cortes. 

Art.  261.  That  tribunal  shall  have  power — 

1.  To  adjust  the  controversies  which  shall  arise 
between  tlie  several  courts  of  justice  throughout 
the  Spanish  territory,  and  those  which  shall  arise 
between  these  courts  and  the  special  tribunals  es- 
tablished in  the  peninsula  and  adjacent  islands.  In 
the  ultramarine  dominions,  the  like  controversies 
shall  be  adjusted  as  the  law  shall  direct; 

2 To  try  the  ministers  of  state,  after  the  cortes 
shall  have  decreed  that  there  is  cause  of  accusation 
against  them; 

3.  To  take  cognizance  of  all  cases  relating  to 
-the  dismissal  or  suspension  of  the  members  of  the 
council  ofstate,  and  of  the  magistrates  of  the  seve- 
ral courts; 

4.  To  take  cognizance  of  all  criminal  suits  brought 
against  the  ministers  and  counsellors  of  state,  and 
the  judges  of  the  several  courts.  The  preparatory 
proceedii\gs  shall  be  had  before  the  civil  officer  the 
highest  in  rank,  who  shall  report  the  same  to  that 
tribunal; 

5.  To  take  cognizance  of  all  criminal  prosecu- 
tion against  members  of  this  supreme  <^ribunal;  and 
when  a case  shall  occur  in  which  it  shall  be  neces- 
sary to  enforce  the  responsihihv  of  this  su])reirie 
tribunal,  the  cortes  shall,  in  manner  prescrilmd  by 


provinces,  the  coi  rection  of  errors  shall  belong  to 
the  courts  of  audience,  in  manner  and  foim  as  will 
be  hereinafter  mentioned; 

10.  To  receive  tlie  communications  of  the  seve- 
ral tribunals  on  the  subject  of tlieir  doubts  res])ect- 
ing  tlie  proper  construction  of  any  law,  and  to 
take  the  king’s  advice  thereon,  laying  before  him 
the  documeijts  in  their  possession,  that  he  may  ob- 
tain a proper  decision  from  the  cortes; 

11.  To  examine  the  lists  of  civil  and  criminal  cas- 
es, which  shall  be  forwarded  to  them  by  the  courts 
ofaudience,  in  order  to  accelerate  the  administra- 
tion of  justice;  to  send  copies  thereof  to  the  go- 
vernment for  the  .same  purpose,  and  cause  them  to 
be  printed  for  public  information. 

Art.  262.  All  civil  and  criminal  suits  shall  be 
heard  and  determined  williin  the  territorial  juris- 
diction of  each  respective  court  ofaudience. 

Art.  263.  The  courts  of  audience  shall  take  cog^ 
nizance,  in  the  second  and  third  instances,  of  alfci- 
viland  criminal  causes  brought  before  the  inferior 
tribunals  within  their  res’pective  districts,  in  the 
manner  determined  by  the  law;  and  likewise  of  all 
causes  respecting  the  dismissal  and  impeachment 
of  tile  inferior  judges  of  their  district,  and  shall  re- 
port the  same  to  the  king. 

Art.  264,  Tlmse  magistrates  who  shall  have 
head’d  and  determined  a cause  in  the  second  in- 
stance, sliall  not  sit  as  judges  in  the  third  trial  of 
the  same. 

Art.  265,  The  courts  of  audience  shall  likewise 
take  cognizance  of  all  controversies  which  may  arise- 
between  the  inferior  judges  of  their  district. 

Art,  266.  They  sliull  moreover  take  cognizance 
of  the  sentences  of  the  ecclesiastical  tribunals  and 
other  author  ties  within  their  district  and  keep 
them  within  proper  leg-al  limits. 

Art.  267.  ' hey  shall  also  receive  from  ail  the  in- 
ferior judges  within  tlie  r district,  notice  of  all  cri- 
minal prosecutions,  and  lists  of  all  civil  and  crimi- 
nal cans  3 pending  in  their  respective  Iribimals, 
and  the  stage  in  which  they  are,  in  order  to  pro- 
mote the  prompt  execution  of  justice. 

Art  268.  Tn  tlie  nltramarine  provinces  the  courts 
of  audience  shall  take  cognizance  of  appeals  for  er- 
rors in  laW;  the  ajipeal  siiall  be  made  to  those 
courts  wliich  shall  liave  a sulficient  iiumlier  of  ma- 
gistrates to  form  tliree  distinct  tribunals,  and  have 
in  no  instance  hat!  cognizance  of  the  cause.  Tn  those 
courts  t)f  audience  that  have  not  that  number  of 
magistrates,  f nose  appeals  shall  be  interposed  from 
one  court  of  audience  to  another  within  t’ne  district 
of  toe  same  sunerior  government;  and  in  the  case 


article  228,  proceed  to  the  apnointment  of  a trdin-i  where  tliere  shall  he  but  one  court  of  audience  in 
nal  for  that  purpose,  wliich  shall  be  compos'  d of  such  district,  the  ap’-ieal  shall  be  canded  to  the 
nine  judges  chosen  by  lot  from  among  double  that  court  of  the  next  district. 

Slumber;  To  he  rortchidnd in  next  number . 
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(Tj  It  was  only  by  the  use  of  our  small  type  that  we 
could  get  into  this  sheet  the  remaining  part  of  the 
Spanish  constitution,  with  the  documents  which  ac- 
companied the  late  message  of  the  president,  con- 
cerning our  relations  with  Spain. 

Congress  ended  , its  session  on  Monday  last  as 
agTeedupon,  to  meet  again  on  the  2nd  Monday  of 
November  next.  An  account  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  tiiree  last  days  of  the  session,  together  with  a 
list  of  the  acts  passed,  are,  of  postponed 

until  next  week,  when  the  due  i-ecord  shall  be 
made. 

g;;j=Some  part  of  the  little  room  which  was  at  our 
disposal,  is  given  to  a brief  abstract  of  late  news 
from  Europe,  which  is  in  a very  restless  and  uncer- 
tain state.  See  page  222. 

Q[;|^A  friend  of  the  Registeb,  at  Philadelphia,  h:\s 
auggestedthe  publication  in  this  work  of  the  jour- 
nal of  the  convention  which  formed  the  constitti- 
tion  of  the  United  States,  and  also  of  the  secret 
journal  of  congress,  prior  to  17  87,  recent!}’  ordered 
to  be  printed  by  congress — saying',  “that  these  do- 
cuments, important  as  they  are  to  every  American, 
are  confined  in  their  circulation  to  a very  limited 
number. 

This  proposition  sliall  be  taken  into  serious  con- 
sideration, and  if  tiiese  valuable  papers  can  be  got  i 
into  the  space  likely  to  he  afforded  duriiigtlie  en- : 
suing  summer,  we  shall  spread  them  before  the 
American  people,  and  enrich  our  work  with  tiicm. 
But  much  room  will  be  required  to  disf)Ose  of 
things  already  promised,  and  which  it  is  indispen- 
sably necessary  that  we  should  register. 


C Spnnish  CQUstitvtion — conchide<l  from  page  208. 

Art.  269.  The  court  of  audience  haviii?  decreed,  tliat  there  is 
error  in  the  proceedings  appealed  from,  shall  m«Ke  a report  then- 
of  and  forward  the  proper  documents  to  the  supreme  trihiinal  of 
justice,  tliat  it  may  enforce  the  responsibility  memiontd  above, 
art.  254. 

Art.  270.  The  courts  of  audience  shall  transmit,  every  year,  to 
the  supreme  tribunal  of  justice,  correct  lists  of  all  ci'il  causes; 
and  every  six  nionths,  of  all  criminal  cases. decided  by,  or  pending 
before  their  respective  tribunals,  together  with  the  slate  of  for- 
wardness ot  the  said  causes,  and  of  those  reported  to  them  by  the 
inf.  riur  tribunals. 

Art.  2'71.  'I  he  number  of '’the- judges  who  are  to  compose  the 
courts  ot  audience,  and  which  shall  never  be  less  than  seven,  shall 
he  determined  by  law  and  special  regulations,  as  well  as  the  rules 
to  be  observed  by  those  tribunals,  and  the  places  where  they  shall 
be  established. 

Art.  272.  When  it  shall  be  found  convenient  to  make  a new 
div)sion  ot  the  Spanish  territory,  as  mentioned  in  art.  11,  the  num- 
her  of  courts  of  audience  sJiall  he  regulated  accordingly,  as  well 
as  the  places  in  which  they  shall  he  established. 

Art-  273.  The  districts  sliall  be  pioportionaldy  equal,  and  in 
each  cliief  district  town  there  shall  be  a judge  with  a competent 
jurisdiction.  ‘ 

Art.  274.  I he  powers  of  those  judges  shall  be  absolutely  limit- 
ed to  litigated  cases,  audthelaw'sball  determine  those  that  shall 
come  within  their  Jurisdiction  in  the  chief  and  other  towns  of 
tn.  ir  district,  and  to  what  amount  they  can  give  judgment  with- 
out appeal.  o j o 

• 275.  Justices  of  the  peace  (alcaldes)  shall  be  established 

jn  a.lthetowns,  and  tin-  law  shall  determine  how  tar  tbejr  power 
shall  extend  in  coiitentio»s  am!  family  affairs. 

, _ judges  of  the  inferior  tribunals  shall,  within 

tnree  days  at  farthest,  render  an  account  to  their  resi)ective 
courts  of  audience  ot  all  the  criminal  causes  brought  before  tliein, 
ami  they  shall  afterwards  report  the  stater  of  those  proceed- 
ing* at  8UCII  times  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  the  said  courts  re- 
spectively, ■' 

An.  277.  They  shall  also  transmit,  every  six  months,  to  their 
resiiective  courts  ot  audience,  general  lists  of  all  the  civil  causes; 

iti  every  three  months,  of  all  the  criminal  ones  pending  before 
^leir  tribunal,  mentioning  thestate.  of  forwardness  in  svhlch  they 

VoL.  xv]n.~i6. 


Art.  27B.  The  law  shall  decide  whether  sp-cia!  tribunals  shaii 
be  etablished  to  take  cognizance  of  certain  peculiar  east  s,  which 
the  law  shall  define. 

Art.  279.  The  jmlges  and  magistmtes,  before  they  shall  enter 
upon  the  exercise  of  tbt-irfunttioiis.  ska'll  takf*  all  oath  to  maintain 
the  constitution,  to  b ■ faitlifui  to  the  king,  to  observe  the  laws 
and  to  administer  justice  with  impartiality. 

CHAPTER  II. 

Of  the  admirthtratiun  nf  justice  in  civil  cases. 

Art.  280.  No  Spaniard  can  be  (iepi4ved  of  the  right  of  having 
his  differences  terminatetl  by  arbitrators  chosen  by  both  parties. 

Art.  281.  Accortls  of  arbitrators  .shall  he  carried  into  execution^ 
if  the  parlies  have  not  reserved  to  themselves  the  right  of  appeal- 
ing therefrom. 

Art.  282.  I he  alcalde  of  each  town  shall  exercise  therein  the 
office  of  mediator,  and  in  all  cases  of  civil  complaints  fur  wrongs 
done  or  injuries  received,  the  parties  shall  appear  befoi'e  him  in 
that  capacity. 

Art.  283.  The  alcalde,  assisted  by  two  men  of  good  character, 
appointed  by  each  of  the  parties,  shall  hear  the  allegaUons  of  the 
parties;  and,  after  taking  the  advice  of  the  two  ahove-ineutioneil 
persons,  he  shall  talvc  such  measures  as  he  may  think  best  calcii- 
lated  to  efiV'Ct  a comproinise,  without  atty  further  procei  dingsj 
and  the  controversy  shall  in  fact  he  terminated,  if  the  parties 
choose  to  abide  by  this  e.xlra  judicial  decision. 

Art.  284.  No  suit  at  law  shall  he  commenced,  if  if  simll  not 
appear  that  conciliatory  measures  have  first  been  w sorted  to. 

Art.  285.  All  suits,  of  whatever  consequence  they  may  be,  shall 
have  at  most  three  trials,  and  three  final  jiidgments.  When  two 
like  sentences  shall  have  been  given,  and  the  .suit  shall  'be  carried 
to  a third  trial,  the  number  of  judges  on  that  thirl  trial  shall  he 
greater  thsn  that  of  those  who  sat  on  the  second,  in  sncii  proportion 
as  shall  be  dctennirieii  by  law.  Tlie  l.iw  shall  iik-  « ise  det'-rrnine 
on  general  princiidrs  from,  the  nature  of  tlie  diff  r>-iit  tribunals, 
end  ot  the  causes  to  ■ brought  before  them,  how  aird  in  wiiat  eases 
their  sentences  are  to  ue  put  in  execution. 

I’HAPTKB  ITT. 

Of  the  administration  of  justice  in  critninnl  cases. 

Art.  286.  The  law  shall  direct  how  justice  shall  be  administered 
in  criminal  cases,  so  that  tin  y may  be  regularly  but  speedily 
heard  and  decided,  and  the  offendtrs  brought  to  prompt  punish- 
tnent. 

Art.  287.  No  Spaniard  shall  be  arrested  unless  ar\  information, 
or  inquest  offsets  upon  oath,  has  been  previously'  taken  and  re- 
duced to  writing  in  due  form  of  law,  and  unless  from  that  in- 
qtn  st  or  infonnntion  it  shall  appear  tliat  the  off  nte  charged  suit- 
jects  the  ol'niitltT  tocorpoiviil  punishment.  Nor  shall  such  arrests 
fake  place,  witliout  a special  mandate,  from  the  judge,  whicli  shall 
he  made  known  txt  the  party  at  the  time  of  arresting  liim. 

Art.  288.  Every  person  shall  be  hound  to  obey  tiiose  man- 
dates, any  resistance  offered  thereto  shall  be  considered  as  a high 
crime. 

Art.  289.  If  resistance  shall  be  off  red,  or  if  there  is  any  rea- 
son to  suspect  that  the  offender  may  escape,  force  may  be  resort- 
ed to,  in  order  to  secure  his  person. 

.Art.  ;’90.  The  |)ersoii  arrested, before  he  is  committed,  shall  be 
brought  if  possible  before  a judge,  to  be  examined;  otherwise  he 
shall  he  carried  to  prison,  and  the  Judge  shall  examine  him  witiiin 
twenty-fiur  hours  thereafter. 

Art.  291.  The  prisoner  shall  not  be  e.xamined  upon  oath;  and 
in  criminal  cases,  no  oatit  shall  be  received  from  any  person  in  his 
own  cause. 

Art.  292.  Everyone  has  a right  to  arrest  anj'  poison  or  persons 
takeiijiagrantidelicto.and  to  c.arry  l;im  or  them  ht  fore  the  judge, 
to  he  proceeded  against  as  is  prescribed  by  the  two  next  preceditig 
articles. 

Art.  293.  If  there  is  cause  for  commitment,  the  judge  shall  issue 
his  warcant  to  tliat  effect  in  writing,  stating  the  cause,  a copy  of 
which  shall  he  delivered  to  the  jailor,,  to  be  euteivd  in  his  calen- 
dar. rhe  jailor  sliall  be  made  responsible  if  he  receives  any  pri- 
soner witliont  that  formality. 

Art.  2U4.  The  property  of  an  offender  shall  only  be  attached  in 
cases  in  voicing  pecuniary  res  iKvnsibilitysand  in  proportion  oiily  to 
the  extent  of  suclrresponsihility. 

Al  t.  265.  No  person  shall  he  committed  to  prison  who  sfiall  give 
sufficient  bail,  except  in  cases  expressly  pruvl'md  by  I rv. 

Art.  296.  At  w'hatever  stage  of  the  pros:;cution,  whenever  it 
sliall  appear  that  tiie  offence  does  not  subject  tlte  offender  to  cor- 
poreal punislirrit-iit,  heslinll  tie  set  at  liberty  On  giving  l^ail. 

Art.  297.  'I'he  prisons  shall  be  regulated  so  as  to  secure  and  net 
molest  the  persoms  of  liie  prisoners-  Therefore,  the  jailors  shall 
keep  them  clean  and  in  good  order;  tiu-y  shall  separate  tlios-  with 
w'hom  the. judges  have  forbidden  all  eoiui.innication,  but  shall  ne- 
ver confine  tliein  in  dungeons  or  unhenltliy  c.-lls. 

Art.  298.  rile  law  shall  direct  the  periods  at  which  the  prisons 
.shall  he  inspected,  and  no  ['.risoner,  under  any  sentciice  whatever, 
(shall  beexeni.pted  from  siic-h  inspection. 

I Art.  299.  Thc.piJgcs  and  alcaldes  who  shall  not  conform  them- 
selves to  the  provisions  of  the precedim;’ articles,  shall  be  inmished 
a.s  guilty  of  false  imprisonment,  wliiih  sliall  he  rejmtid  a crime, 
' and  a pimishinent  jnovided  tluretor  by  the  criminal  code. 
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Art.  300.  Within  twenty-finir  hours  the  accused  shall  heitiforni- 
ed  of  the  cause  ol  his  detention,  and  the  name  of  his  accuser,  if 
tlitrc  be  any. 

Art.  301.  On  the  exaniiiiaiion  of  the  accused,  all  the  documents 
shall  he  literally  read  to  him,  toj'ethcr  with  the  dejtositions  of  wit- 
nesses, and  their  uames,  that,  it  they  are  unknown  to  him,  he  may 
know  who  they  are. 

Art.  302.  The  inmeedins^s  shall  be  afterwards  published  in  stich 
manner  as  shall  be  prescribed  by  law. 

Art.  "03.  Torture  and  other  like  compulsory  means  shall  never 
he  tis.'d. 

Art.  304.  The  estates  of  criminals  shall  never  be  confiscated. 
Art.  305.  No  puiiislimeiH,  tor  whatever  crime,  shall  extend  to 
the  family  of  tin  on'eiuler  lor  any  period  of  time,'  the  culprit  alone 
shall  sufter  for  his  e-rime. 

Art.  306.  The  house  of  .a  citizen  shall  not  be  entered  by  force, 
except  in  cases  determined  by  law  for  the  good  order  and  safety 
of  the  state. 

Art.  307.  If  sftmvards  the  cortes  shall  think  proper  to  make  a 
distinction  between  judges  of  fact,  and  judges  of  law,  they  shall 
establish  such  distinction  in  ihe  most  conveident  manner. 

Art.  3o8.  If,  in  extraordinary  circumstances,  the  safety  of  the 
state  shall  require  tiiat  sonie  of  the  formalities  prescribed  in  this 
chapter,  for  ihe  security  of  oiTenders,  in  the  whole  or  part  of  the 
iTionarehy,  be  siispended,  the  cortes  slrall  decree  such  suspension 
for  a iinnted  time. 

TITLE  VI. 

Of  ihe  internal  government  of  the  provinces  and  towns, 

CKAPTKll  I. 

Of  jnitnidpal  councils^ 

Art.  -309.  For  the  iniernal  government  of  towns,  there  siiall  be 
municipal  counciU  composed  of  the  chief  magistrates  (alealtle  or 
alcaldes,)  aUlermi  n(regidors,)  and  the  procurator  syndic,  or  town 
proctor;  they  shall  be  presided  over  by  the  principal  civil  officer; 
in  d^■fal^h  of  him  by  the  alcalde,  or  by  him  who  has  the  oldest 
commission,  if  there  are  two. 

Art.  310.  There  shall  be  municipal  councils  throughout  the 
kingdom,  even  in  those  towns  in  which  there  is  at  present  no  such 
establisluvient.  There  shall  be  one  in  each  town  the  population 
of  which,  together  witli  its  district,  amounts  to  one  thousand  souls, 
and  proper  limits  shall  he  assigned  to  each  township. 

Art.  3i  1.  Thennnihev  of  persons  of  each  class  who  aretoconi- 
p<)se  the  manicipaleouncilssh.au  be  determined  by  law,  aexording 
to  the  respective  pojmlation  of  towns. 

Art.  312,  The  alcaldes,  regidors,  and  tayvn  proctors  shall  be 
elected  by  ballot  in  the  several  towns. 

Art.  313,  The  citizj-ns  of  each  town  shall  assemble  every  year, 
in  t he  month  of  Dec-miber,  in  order  to  elect,  by  a majority  of  vou  s, 
am!  in  proportion  to  their  population,  a certain  number  ui  electors, 
who  shall  be  resident  witliin  the  said  town,  and  in  the  full  exer- 
cise of  the  riglils  of  citiz  'iislijp. 

Art.  314.  i’iie  electors  shat!,  in  the  same  month,  appoint  by  an 
ahsolute  m-ajority  of  votes,  the  alcalde  or  alcaldes,  r<  gidors,  and 
town  proctor  or  proctors,  who  shall  etuer  on  the  exercise  of  their 
functions  on  the  first  day  of  .latiuary,of  the  following  year. 

Art.  315,  The  alcaldes  shall  be  changed  every  year,  as  well  as 
one  half  the  number  of  regldors  and  town  proctors,  if  there  are 
two;  if  only  one,  he  shall  be  changed  every  year. 

Art.  316.  Tile  above-named  officers  shall  not  again  he  elected  to 
the  said  offices,  except  after  aji  interval  of  two  years,  if  the  popu- 
lation will  admit  of  i*. 

Art.  317.  No  one  shall  be  made  an  alcalde,  regidor,  or  town 
proctor,  vv  iio,  besides  being  a citizen  in  the  f^ull  exercise  wf  his 
l igiits,  is  not  above  twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  has  not  resided 
at  least  five  years  in  the  town;  the  other  qualifications  required 
to  exercise  such  functions  shall  be  deteri.niiied  by  law. 

Art.  318.  No  public  functionary,  appointed  by  the  king,  and 
in  the  exercise  of  his  functions,  shall  be  nominated  to  the  office 
ofideahle,  r.  gidor,or  town  proctor.  Those  persons  who  serve  in 
the  inili'i.a  are  not  included  in  this  article. 

Art.  319.  No  one,  without  a legal  cause,  can  excuse  himself 
from  exercising  the  aforesaid  municipal  offices. 

Art,  320.  Each  municipal  council  rshall  elect,  by  an  absolute 
m-^ijority  of  votes,  one  secretary,  who  shall  he  paid  out  ofthefuuds 
of  the  corporation. 

Art.  321.  The  municipal  councils  shall  have  power— 

1.  To  see  that  the  town  be  kept  clean  and  healthy; 

2.  To  aid  the  alcalde  in  all  that  concerns  the  persons  and  pro- 
perty of  the  inhabitants,  and  the  preservation  of  public  order; 

3.  To  collect  and  administer  the  corporation  revenue,  and  ex- 
cise duties,  conformably  to  the  law  and  regulations;  also  to  appoint 
.a  treasurer,  under  the  responsibility  of  those  who  shall  have  elect- 
ed him; 

‘4.  To  assess  and  collect  the  contributions,  and  pay  tl>e  same 
over  into  the  proper  treasury; 

5.  To  snperintejid  the  grammar  schools  and  other  seminaries  of 
learning,  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  corporation; 

6.  To  oversee  the  hospitals,  the  foundling  hospitals,  and  other 
charitable  institutions,  under  such  regulations  as  shall  be  pre- 
scribed; 

7.  To  direct  the  construction  and  repairs  of  highways,  cause- 
ways, bridges,  and  prisons;  and  also  to  take  care  of  the  woods  and 
forests  belonging  to  the  township,  and  all  public  works  of  neces- 
sity, utility,  and  ornament; 

8.  To  make  municipal  regulations  for  the  town,  and  to  transmit 
them  to  the  cortes  for  their  approbation,  throngli  the  provincial 
council,  who  shall  forward  the  same,  together  with  their  opinion 
thereon; 

9.  To  promote  agriculture,  industry,  and  commerce,  according 
to  the  locality  and  circumstances  of  the  place,  and  olUcr  thing 
yvliicli  may  be  useful  and  ad vautageous  to  its 


Art.  .322.  I*  it  shall  happen  that  some  works,  or  other  objects 
of  public  utility,  shidl  be  wanted,  and  tli.^t  the  corjioration  or  town 
revenues  shall  not  prove  sufficient,  and  it  sh-all  he  necessary  to 
have  recourse  to  excise  duties,  these  shall  not  bt  levied  without 
the  previous  authorisation  of  the  eortes,  communicated  through 
the  provincial  council.  It  the  object  for  which  such  duties  are 
wanted  cannot  be  delayed,  the  .niinicipality  may,  with  the  con- 
sent of  the  said  provincial  council,  lay  the  same  pro  tempore, 
until  the  determination  of  thecortes  hr  known.  The  monies  ac- 
cruing front  these  duties  shall  be  adniiaister-'d  in  like  manner 
with  those  proceeding  from  the  corporation  or  town  revenues. 

Art.  323.  The  umnicipal  cotiticils  shall  discharge  the  above- 
mentioned  duties,  undor  the  inspection  of  the  provincial  council  , 
and  shall  transmit  to  them,  every  year,  an  authenticated  account 
of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the  public  monies. 

CHAcTEU  II. 

Of  the  civil  goveiwncnt  of  the  provinces,  and  of  the  provincial  coun- 
cils. 

Art.  324.  The  civil  government  of  the  provinces  shall  be  vested 
in  a governm-,  or  president,  whom  the  king  shall  appoint  in  each 
of  them  for  that  purpose. 

Art.  325.  In  order  to  promote  the  prosperity  of  the  pro- 
vinces, there  shall  be  in  each  of  them  a council,  which  shall  be 
denominated  provincial  cooncll,  and  whii-li  shall  be  presided  over 
by  the  person  exercising  the  supreme  authority  within  the  pro- 
vince. 

Art.  326.  The  provincial  council  shall  be  composed  of  the  pre- 
sident and  intendantof  the  province,  and  of  seven  members,  who 
shall  he  fiectcilas  hereinafter  prescribed,  without  pri  jtidice  to  the 
alterations  in  that  number  w hich  the  cortes  shall  think  proper  to 
make,  or  circumstances  shall  require,  after  the  new  partition  of 
the  provinces  mentioned  in  the  llth  article. 

Art.  327.  One  half  of  the  members  of  the  provincial  council 
shall  be  renewed  every  two  years;  the  seats  of  the  largest  division 
shall  he  vacated  at  the  exinration  of  the  first  two  years,  and  the 
lesser  division  at  the  expiration  of  the  second  term;  and  so  on  pro- 
gressively. 

Art.  328.  The  members  of  the  provincial  council  shall  he  elect- 
ed by  the  district  electors  on  the  day  after  they  shall  have  elected 
the  deputies  to  the  cortes,  and  in  the  same  manner. 

Art.  329.  They  shall  at  the  same  time,  and  in  the  same  manner, 
elect  three  stihstitutes  for  each  provineial  council. 

Art.  330.  No  one  shall  be  a member  of  a provincial  council, 
who  is  not  a citizen  in  the  full  exercise  of  his  rights,  is  not  above 
twenty-five  years  of  age,  and  was  not  Ijorn,  or  has  not  resided  inT 
the  province  at  least  seven  years,  and  has  not  a sufficient  compe- 
tency to  enable  him  to  live  with  decency.  No  funciiotwry,  ap- 
pointed by  the  king,a$  mentioned  in  the  313th  article,  shall  be  .a 
member  of  a provincial  council. 

Art.  331.  No  perso.n  sliall  he  elected  a second  time,  but  after  art 
interval  of  four  years,  from  the  time  he  sha'l  have  ceased  to  exer- 
cise his  functions 

Art.  332.  If,  by  some  cause  or  other,  the  governor  of  the  pro- 
vince he  prevented  from  presiding  at  the  provineial  council,  it 
shall  be  presided  ov;  r by  the  intendant,  and,  on  his  (h.-fault,  by 
the  first  elected  member. 

Art.  333.  The  provincial  council  shall  appoint  a secretary,  who 
shall  be  paid  out  of  the  funds  of  the  province. 

Art.  3.34.  1 he  provincial  councils  shall  hold  their  sessions  ninety 
days,  at  most,  in  the  whole  year,  and  these  sivall  be  fixed  at  the 
most  convenient  periods.  In  the  peninsula,  th  y shall  assemble 
on  the  first  day  of  March;  and  on  the  first  day  of  June,  in  the  ul- 
tramarine previnces. 

Art.  335.  The  provincial  councils  shall  have  powei— 

1 . To  take  cognizance  and  approve  of  the  assessment  »f  the 
taxes  accruing  to  the  province  among  the  different  towns; 

2.  Tosi  e that,  in  the  towns,  the  public  money  be  well  employ- 
ed, and  examine  their  accounts,  in  order  that,  being  authenticated 
by  them,  they  may  obtain  the  superior  approbation,  conforming 
themselves,  in  every  point,  to  wliat  is  prescribed  by  law  and  the 
regulations; 

3.  I'o  see  that  municipal  councils  are  established  where  they 
are  required,  according  to  th-  provisions  of  article  310. 

4.  To  propose  to  the  govi  rumt  iit  to  levy  excise  duties  for  the 
erection  of  public  works  of  general  utility,  or  the  repairing  of  old 
ones,  in  order  to  obtain  the  consent  ol  the  cortes  thereto. 

Ill  in  the  ultramarine  provinces,  the  urgency  of  the  public 
works  shall  not  permit  to  wait  (or  the  resolotion  of  the  cortes,  the 
provincial  council  may,  with  the  txpr^ss  consent  of  the  governor 
of  the  province,  levy  an  excise  duty,  giving  an  account  thereof  to 
the  government  immediately,  in  order  to  obtain  the  approbation 
of  the  cortes. 

The  provincial  conocil  shall,  under  its  responsibiTity.  appoint  s 
treason  r,  for  the  collection  of  the  excise  duty;  and  the  account* 
of  the  expenditures,  after  being  xamined  by  the  provincial  coun- 
cil, shall  lie  transmitted  to  the  government,  to  he  by  them  certi- 
fied, am!  finally  sent  to  the  cortes  for  their  approbation; 

5.  To  promote  the  education  of  youth,  agr-eahly  to  the  aj^ 

proved  plans,  encourage  agriculture,  industry  and  commerce,  ana 
fUvor  those  who  shall  have  made  useful  discoveries  in  any  branca 
thereof ; . - , , u n 

6.  To  inform  the  government  of  the  abuses  which  tli-7  snaii 
have  perceived  in  the  administration  of  the  public  revenur; 

7.  T(»  make  the  census  of  the  inhabitants,  and  a statistical  re- 
port upon  the  state  of  the  province; 

8.  To  sec  that  til- charitable  institutions  answer  tlieir  respective 
objects,  and  to  propose  to  the  government  such  regulations  as  they 

think  niost  conducive  to  the  retonnation  of  the  abuses  they 
may  have  observed;  . , 

9.  To  inform  th^-  cortes  of  all  infringements  of  the  constitutiott 

made  within  their  .>rovince;  ^ 

10.  The  provincial  eouncili  of  the  uJtripujnae  provinces  shall 
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atteml  to  tho  order,  economy  and  progress  of  tbe  missions  for  Ihe 
co'wersioii  of  infidel  Indians,  and  to  the  prevention  of  abuses  in 
that  branch  admi.iistration.  Tlie  commissioners  of  such  missions 
shall  render  their  accounts  to  them,  which  accounts  they  shall  in 
their  turn  forward  to  the  goTerameiitk 

Art.  336.  If  any  provincial  council  shall  exceed  its  powers,  the 
king  may  suspend  its  memhrps  from  thnr  fnnctions,  giving  infor- 
mation thereof  to  the  cortes,  and  of  the  motives  which  induced  him 
so  to  do.  The  substitutes  shall  fill  up  the  places  of  the  suspended 
members. 

Art.  337.  All  members  of  municipal  and  provincial  councils  shall, 
ontjitering  upon  the  exercise  of  thf”ir  functions,  take  an  oath,  the 
before  the  principal  civil  officer  of  the  Jurisdiction,  and,  in 
liis  absence,  the  most  ancient  alcalde;  and  the  latter  before  the 
priociiial  civil  officer  of  the  inovince,  to  maintain  the  constitution 
of  the  Spanisli  monarchy;  to  obey  the  laws;  to  be  faithful  to  the 
king;  and  religiously  to  fulfil  the  duties  of  llieU  ofiioe. 

I'nxE  vir. 

0/ public  contributiom. 

Art.  338.  The  cortes  shall  every  year  e«tahlish  or  confirm  the 
taxi-s,  whether  direbi  indirect,  general,  provincial,  or  municipal. 
Those  already  established  shall  subsist  until  a law  be  made  to  the 
contrary,  or  new  ones  be  laiti. 

Art.  339.  The  taxes  shall  be  assessed  upon  all  the  Spiniavds  in 
projwrtion  to  their  ability,  without  exemption  or  pri\ ib  gr. 

Art.  340.  Tiipy  shall  he  proiiortioned  to  the  sums  decreed  by 
she  cortes  for  all  the  lirariches  of  the  public  service. 

Art.  341.  In  order  to  enable  the  cortes  to  datertnine  lh«t  sums 
imeessary  for  all  the  branches  of  the  public  service,  the  minister 
of  finance  shall,  as  soon  as  they  shall  be  in  session,  transmit  to  them 
a gem  ral  vi-v/  of  the  sums  wanted  for  the  general  expenditure, 
*ft*rhe  shall  have  himself  received  from  each  of  the  ministers  of 
state  an  account  of  the  monies  neewsary  to  cover  the  expenses  of 
th-ir  respective  dr  partmcnls. 

Art.  342.  The  minister  of  finance,  in  transmitting  to  the  cortes 
a general  view  of  the  sums  wanted,  shall  also  submit  to  them  a 
-plan  of  taxation  commensurate  with  the  sum  required. 

Art.  343-  If  the  king  shall  think  that  any  of  ilia  taxes  are  too 
heavy  or  pr*;jndicial,  he  shall  make  known  the  same  to  the  cortss, 
tliiXMigh  the  minister  of  fmancu.  and  shall,  at  the  same  time,  pro- 
pose such  otla-r  mode  of  raising  revenue  as  he  sliall  think  most 
eonver.ient. 

Art.  344.  Afier  the  amount  of  the  direct  taxes  shall  have  been 
fix**d,  th»  cortps  shall  give  their  approbation  to  the  apportionment 
ehercoti  which  shall  he  made  between  the  provinces  according  to 
their  respective  wealth,  for  w hich  purpose  the  minister  of  finance 
shall  transmit  tlie  necessary  vouchers. 

Art.  34.5.  Tliei'e  shall  he  a national  treasury',  out  of  which  the 
proceeds  of  the  several  taxes,  dcsig.icd  for  the  service  of  the  state, 
shall  !w>  taken. 

Art.  346.  'I'here  shall  be  a treasury  in  each  of  the  provinces, 
into  which  the  faxes  of  tlie  province  shall  be  collected  for  the 
general  exchequer.  "I'hese  treasuries  shall  correspond  with 
llie  iiatianal  treasury,  ami  shall  hold  their  funds  subject  to  its 
order. 

Ayt.  347.  No  payment  made  by  the  national  treasury  shall  he 
admitted  into  the  treasurer’s  account,  if  it  has  not  been  made  by 
virtue  of  an  order  from  the  king,  countersigned  by  the  niinistn‘ 
«>t  fi"ance.  in  which  shall  be  explainetl  for  what  service  such  pay- 
iiieut  is  together  with  the  decree  of  the  cortes  authoris- 

ing the  sail)''. 

Art.  348.  In  onler  to  insure  the  correctness  of  the  accounts  of 
thy  national  treasury,  the  receipts  and  «xpenditures  shall  he  exa- 
mined by  th«  several  committees  appointed  for  the  examination  of 
the  receijits  and  expt  nditnres  of  the  public  reveiiHe. 

Art.  349.  Those  committees  shall  best*  regulated  that  they  may 
answer  the  purpose  for  which  they  ar«  instituted. 

Art.  350.  There  shall  be  a superior  comniittev  of  accounts,  which 
xhall  lie  organized  by  a special  law,  and  intrusted  with  the  exami- 
tiation  of  all  accounts  of  public  monieiS. 

Art.  35j.  The  accounts  of  the  oatlonal  treasury,  which  shall 
contain  the  yearly  amount  of  the  receipts  and  expenditures  of  the 
public  iriofiies,  shall,  as  soon  as  they  have  obtained  the  final  ap- 
prohatiou  of  the  cortes,  be  printed,  published,  and  forvVurded  to 
the  provincial  and  municipal  councils. 

Art.  352.  The  accounts  rendcri-d  by  the  several  ministers  of 
slate,  of  the  expenditures  of  the  several  brandies  of  their  depart- 
mt-nts,  shall  likewise  he  printed  and  published. 

Art.  353.  No  other  authority,  except  that  to  which  it  is  imme- 
diately confided,  shall  iiitcrldre  with  the  management  of  the  public 
niunies. 

Art.  354  No  custom-houses  shall  be  established  except  in  the 
sea-ports,  and  on  the  frontiers.  This  article  shall  not  he  put  in 
t'xecuinm  until  the  cortes  shall  have deteroiined  upon  it. 

Art.  355.  1 he  cortes  shall  first  difflci  their  attention  to  th^  ac- 
Kiiowleilged  national  debt;  and  tliey  shall  devise  th«  best  uteaus 
»i)r  Its  gradual  extiognishment,  andth-  payment  of  the  interest  of 
that  which  IS  due;  and  they  shall  also  make  the  proper  regulations 
lor  the  administration  of  that  important  branch;  aiid  point,  out 
the  proper  measures  to  be  taken,  which  shall  be  pursued  ind.,i- 
I*eiidently  q1  the  national  treasury,  and  of  the  committees  of  ac- 
counts. 

TITLE  Via. 

Of  ih^  national  miliiary  force^^ 

CIIAI"rKH  I. 

Of  the  stfinding  army. 

Art.  356.  There  shall  lie  a standing  naval  and  land  army  for 
t.ie  extevnnl  difeiice  of  the  state,  and  the  prtservaiiou  of  g .ud 
oruer  ni  the  interior  of  the  monarchy. 

Art.  357.  ’Ihe  colics  shall  every  year  fix  the  CPCf.ssBi  y nn.mbtr 


of  troops,  according  to  existing  circumstances,  and  devise  the  best 
means  of  raising  them. 

Art.  358.  They  shall  likewise  determine  the  number  of  ships  of 
war  wluchare  to  be  fitted  outer  kept  in  commission. 

Art.  359  They  shall  also  regulate,  l)y  means  of  ordinances,  the 
diseipline,  pay,  order  of  promotion,  administratioD,  and  dll  that 
relates  to  the  good  order  of  the  army  and  navy. 

Art.  .360,  Military  schools  shall  he  established  for  the  several 
brandies  of  military  education  in  tlie  army  and  navy. 

Art,  361.  No  Spaniard  shall  ba  exempted  from  the  military  ser* 
vice,  when  thereto  required  by  law. 

CHAP'l'EIl  ir. 

Of  the  national  militia. 

Art.  362.  There  shaft  be  in  each  provincfs  corps  of  national  mili- 
tia, which  shall  be  composed  of  the  inhabitants  of  tbe  said  pro- 
vince, in  proportion  to  its  population  and  circumsTaiices. 

Art.  363.  The  manner  in  W'hich  these,  corps  shad  be-  formed, 
their  number,  and  all  that  relates  to  their  constuutioii,  shall  be 
regiilatod  by  a special  oriiinrince. 

Art.  364.' The  militia  shall  not  he  kept  in  constant  service,  ex- 
cept wlien  circumstances  require  it. 

Art.  365,  The  king  shall  liave  power  to  dispose  of  the  militia 
to  servo  within  theii  respective  provinces;  hut  he  shall  not  employ 
tbeun  out  of  the  said  piovinces,  without  the  consent  of  the  cof* 
tes. 

TITLE  IX. 

Of  the  public  instruction. 

Art.  366.  Grammar  schools  shall  be  established  in  all  thetown^ 
of  the  rnonarchy,  vvh.  ro  children  shall  be  tenght  to  read  ami 
write,  arithmetic,  and  the  catcehism  of  the  catfiulic  religion,  in 
which  shall  be  included  a short  cxyilanation  of  the  duties  of  a citi- 
zen. 

Art.  367.  There  shall  lie  likewise  established  a competent  number 
of  universities  and  other  institutions,  where  the  sciences,  belles 
lettres,  am!  tlie  flue  arts  shall  he  tanglit. 

Art.  368.  The  goneral  plan  of  instruction  shall  be  uniform 
throughout  tho  kingdom,  and  the  civil  con$titutio?i  of  the  monar- 
chy shall  b"  explained  in  all  those  universities  and  institutions 
where  the  divine  and  civil  laws  are  taught. 

Art.  369.  riiere  shall  be  a general  administration  of  public  learn- 
ing, composed  of  persons  orknown  merit,  who,  umter  thoaiahority 
of  the  governniwnt,  shall  be  intrusted  with  the  superintendance  of 
the  puiilic  instruction. 

Art.  370.  I’he  cortes  shall,  by  special  statutes,  regulate  all  that 
lielmigs  to  the  important  object  of  public  education. 

Art.  37?.  Every  Spaniard  shall  enjoy  the  right  of  having  his  po- 
litical ideas  writt..it,  printed  and  publishud,  without  a previous  ii- 
C(  use,  revision  or  approbation,  hut  under  such  restrictions  ami 
responsibility  as  the  law  shall  determine. 

i i rLE  X. 

Of  the  observance  of  the  consiiinlioit^  and  of  the  mode 
of  r.mkintf  cmendmenis  to  it. 

Art.  372.  The  cortes  shail,  in  their  first  sessions,  take  into  con- 
sideration the  infringements  of  tli*  coastitution  which  shall  have 
been  made  known  to  them,  in  order  to  apply  the  proper  reim  tly 
aud  enforce  the  resjionsibiilty  of  the  offetidm. 

Art.  17.3.  Every  Spaniaril  has  a right  to  petition  the  cortes  or 
tlie  king,  in  order  to  claim  a due  observance  of  the  constiimion. 

Art.  374.  Every  civil,  military,  or  ecelt-siastleal  pnidic  fut<cfion- 
ary,  on  entci  iagon  the  duties  of  .xls  offic«s  shall  promise,  on  oaih, 
to  maintain  the  constitution,  to  he  faithful  to  the  kiog,  and  to 
discharge  the  duties  of  his  office  with  integrity. 

Aft.  375.  After  eight  years  shall  have  elapsed  from  the  time  at 
vvhich  ail  the  parts  of  the  constitution  shall  have  been  put  into 
exe'Hition,  it  shall  be  lawful  to  propose  alterations,  additions,  or 
amendments,  to  any  of  its  articles. 

Art.  37f>.  No  alt* ration,  addition,  or  amendment  to  the  consti- 
tution shall  be  made,  unless  the  assembly  of  ihs  cortes  wlio  shall 
have  finally  decreed  it  have  special  powers  for  the  purpose. 

Art.  377.  Every  proposition  for  making  amendments  Ui  any  ar- 
ticle of  the  constitution  shall  be  tiiade  in  writing,  and  supported 
and  signed  by  at  least  twenty  dapiuies. 

Art.  378.  The  hill  for  t!io  ameiulrnyut  shall  be  read  three  times, 
and  there  shgll  be  an  interval  of  six  days  between  eacli  reading, 
and  after  the  hill  sliall  hav  * been  read  a third  lime,  the  cortvs  shall 
determine  wliethtr  it  shall  be  debated  or  not. 

Art.  379.  The  bill  being  admitted  to  debate.it  shall  be  proceeded 
upon  wirh  tite  sam.-fiirnnilitics  «s  are  prescrib'  d for  the  enactment 
of  laws,  and  aftci  vvar'ls  the  vote  shail  he  taKeii  on  the  question, 
whether  ihe  same  shall  he  debated  anew  in  the  next  gem  rai  cor- 
tes; and  to  that  ( [Let  it  ■diall  be  ii.ctssary  that  two-thirds  of  the 
voters  shall  concur  in  lha  same  opinion. 

Art.  380.  The  next  following  general  cortes  shall,  after  having 
gone  thrsugh  tho  same  Kormahtias,  and  with  the  coucuirt  nc,-  of 
two  thirds  of  its  members,  declar.?,  within  the  two  years  of  th.  ir 
sessions,  that  there  is  cause  lor  grauiiijg  special  powers  to  make 
the  amendmeTit.  , 

Art,  381-  That  declaration  shall  afterwards  be  published  anti 
fbrwanicd  to  all  tho  provinces,  and,  nccordiug  to  the  ptHod  at 
vvliif  li  it  shall  he  made,  the  cortes  iliail  dt  terinine  wliether  the  de- 
puties to  th.'  next  general  cortejs,  or  of  that  next  immediately  sue-' 
cerdiog,  shall  receive  the  abov'  inentioned  special  powers. 

Art.  382.  I'hose  powers  shall  be  granted  by  the  provincial  elec- 
toral meetings,  and  th«  following  ciaus«;  shall  he  inserted  therein: 
‘‘And  We  likew  ise  do  grant  unto  them  the  special  power  of  making 
to  the  constitution  the  amemhaent  m-ntioord  in  the  viecr' e of  the 
cortes,  the  tenor  nl  which  is  as  follows:  (Imre  the  liecrei'  shail  he 
inserted  litwaiiy;)  the  who's,  according  to  what  is  establish. d by 
I the  sai  1 eonstitntios.,  binding  ourselves  to  ackriowietlge  and  hold 
a*  txiostitutional  all  that  shall  be  derreed  bj  virtue  thereyfj” 
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Art.  383.  The  propostd  amendment  shall  be  debate«l  anew,  and, 
if  approved  of  by  two-tliird»  of  the  deputies,  it  shall  be  eimeted 
into  a conslitutiunal  law,  and  as  sueh  shall  be  published  iu  the 
Cortes. 

Art.  384.  The  decree  shall  be  presented  to  the  king  by  a depu- 
tation, ami  he  shall  cause  the  same  to  be  published  and  forwarded 
to  all  the  authorities  and  towns  in  the  monarchy. 

Cadiz,  the  \Mhday  of  March,  in  the  year  uf  l^\2» 

[Here  follows  the  signatures  of  the  members;  a very  numerous  list, 
which  we  do  not  see  any  u«e  in  publishing.  Vincent  Pasqtial,  depu- 
ty from  the  city  of  Teruel,  was  president;  among  the  secretaries  was 
one  from  New  Spain  and  another  from  Peru.  There  were  deputies 
present  from  Cuba— the  Canaries— New  Granada— St.  Domingo- 
New  Spain,  or  M(  xico— Pensacola— New  Biscay— New  Galheia— 
the  Philipines— Puerto  Rieo— Buenos  Ayres— Monte  Video— Peru 
—Guayaquil— Honduras— Chili — Venezuela,  and  other  foreign 
possessions.] 

Wlier»^fore  we  command  all  Spaniards,  our  subjects,  of  w-hateycr 
class  and  coiulition.  that  they  hold  and  keepth  above  constitution 
as  a funuamental  law  of  the  nionai-ehy;  and  we  likewise  command 
®il  tlie  tribunals.  Justices,  chiefs,  governors,  and  other  authorities, 
®ivil,  military  anil  ecclrsiastical.of  whatever  class  and  dignity,  that 
they  ket  p,  and  cause  to  be  kept,  fultilled,  and  executed  in  all  its 
parts,  the  said  constitntion.  Thus  you  are  to  understand,  and  shall 
direct  what  is  ne«essary  lor  its  fulfilment,  causing  it  to  be  printed, 
published,  and  circulated. 

Joaquin  de  Mosquera  y Figueroa,  president. 
Juan  Villavkencio, 

Tgnacio  Rodrigues  de  Rivai^ 

El  Coiide  del  AbisbaU 

Cadiz,  March  the  19th,  1812. 

To  Don  Tgnacio  de  Pezuela. 

I communicate  the  same  to  you  by  order'  of  the  regency  of  the 
kingdom,  for  its  fuitilment.  May  God  preserve  you  many  years. 

Cudig.,  the  2d  of  May,  1812. 

YGNACIO  DE  LA  PEZUELA. 


I master, I am  underliit;  necessiiyot’transmutmgiheiTi 
I to  you,  with  ray  leque.st  that  you  would  be  pleased 
i to  lay  the  rn  oetbre  his  excellency  the  president;  to 
whom  you  will  also  make  it  known,  that  his  inajes- 

Ity,  on  deciding’ to  termin'atc  mj’  mission  to  your  go- 
vernment, has  commanded  me  to  express  to  it  the 
assurance  of  his  unalterable  desire  to  maintain  the 
! strict  friendship  now  happily  subsisting  betweea 
both  powers. 

In  fuIfiHing  these  orders  of  my  sovereign,  per- 
mit me,  sir,  also,  to  express  to  you  the  deep  sense 
I entertain  of  the  personal  attentions  with  which  I 
was  honored  by  the  president,  by  yourself  in  paiti- 
cular,  and  by  the  citizens  of  the  union  in  geiierul; 
and  to  add  the  assurance,  thu'  it  will  ever  be  to  me  a 
subject  of  the  most  grateful  reflection,  if,  in  the  dis- 
charge of  my  dutie.s,  and  in  the  execution  of  the 
orders  of  my  government,  whose  object  it  always 
has  been  to  establish  the  most  perfect  harmony  be- 
tween the  two  countries,  1 shall  have  been  so  fortu- 
nate as  to  have  acc[uired  the  esteem  of  the  presi- 
dent, together  with  yours. 

I pray  you,  sir,  to  receive  the  further  assurance  of 
my  distinguished  sentiments,  and  my  wish  that  God 
may  preserve  you  many  years. 

Madrid,  January  27, 1820: 

LUIS  DE  ONIS. 


llelations  with  Spain. 

DOCtTMSNTS  ACCOMPANVING  THE  PHESIDENT^S  MES- 
SAGE or  THE  9th  INST. 

Itecal  of  Mr.  Onis, 

[TKASSLATIOK.] 

Don  Ferdinand  the  seventh,  king,  by  the  grace  of 
God,  of  Castile,  Leon,  and  Arragon;  of  the  two 
Sicilies,  Jerusalem,  Navarre,  Granada,  Toledo, 
Valencia,  Galicia,  Majorca,  Seville,  Sardinia,  Cor- 
dova, Corsica,  Murcia,  Jaen,  the  Algarves,  Al- 
geziras,  Gibraltar,  the  Canary  Islands;  of  the  two 
Indies,  and  of  the  islands  of  the  Ocean  Sea; 
archduke  of  Austria;  duke  of  Burgundy,  of  Bra- 
bant, and  Milan;  count  of  Hapsburg,  Flanders, 
Tirol,  and  Barcelona;  lord  of  Biscay  and  Molina: 
To  my  great  and  good  friends  the  United  States  of 
America:  / 

Great  and  good  friends:  It  having  been  repre- 

sented to  us  by  don  Luis  de  Onis,  our  envoy  extra- 
ordinary and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  you,  that 
he  is  desirous  to  return  to  Europe,  for  the  recovery 
of  liis  health,  we  have  thought  fit  to  grant  to  him 
tlie  necessary  permission  for  that  purpose.  We 
have,  therefore,  autiiorised  him  to  take  his  leave  of 
you,  and  have  charged  him,  in  so  doing,  to  assure 
you  of  our  constant  friendship  and  desire  to  main- 
Vain  and  strengthen  the  ties  of  amity  now  happily 
subsisting  between  us.  On  his  faithful  execution 
of  these  our  commands,  we  rely  with  confidence, 
as  we  do  that  you  will  receive  with  satisfaction 
these  renewed  assurances. 

We  conclude  by  commending  you  to  God;  . nd 
we  pray  that  he  would  have  you  in  his  safe  and  no- 
iy  keeping. 

Madnd,  of  1819. 

Your  good  friend,  FERDINAND. 

Joaquim  Jose  Melgarejo  de  Ruiz  1)  aval  os. 

A true  copy. 

L.  the  duke  of  SAN  FERNANDO  and  QUIROGA. 

Don  Luis  de  Onis  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

[TTIANSLATION.] 

Sin — Waving  received  from  my  sovereign  an  ap- 
pointment to  other  duties,  and  being  thereby  de- 
prived of  the  satisfaction  of  presenting  to  the  pre- 
sideTit  the  letters  of  re-credeuce  of  the  king,  my 


Credential  letter  delivered  by  general  Vives  to  the  pre- 
sident of  the  United  Stales. 
[translation.] 

bon  Ferdinand  tlie  seventh,  king,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  of  Castile,  Leon,  and  trragon;  of  the  two 
Sicilies,  Jerusalem,  Navarre,  Grenada,  t oledo,  Va- 
lencia, Galicia,  Majorca,  Seville,  Sardinia,  Cordova, 
Corsica,  Murcia,  Jaen,  the  Algarves,  Algcsirus, 
Gibraltar,  the  Canary  islands;  of  the  two  Indies,  and 
of  the  islands  of  the  Ocean  Sea;  archduke  of  A us- 
tria, duke  of  Burgunda,  of  Brabant,  and  Milan;' 
count  of  Hapsburg,  Flanders,  Tirol,  and  Barcelo- 
na; lord  of  Biscay  and  of  Molina: 

To  my  great  and  good  friends  the  United  States  of 
America: 

Great  and  good  friends : Being  animated  by  the 
most  sincere  desire  to  maintain  the  friendship  and 
good  understanding  happily  subsisting  between 
both  countries,  and  it  being  necessary,  to  that  end, 
that  another  person,  possessing  our  entire  con- 
fidence, should  be  forthwith  deputed  to  you,  as 
a successor  to  our  late  envoy  and  minister  plenipo- 
tentiary, don  Luis  de  Onis,  to  whom  we  have  grant- 
ed leave  to  return  to  Europe,  for  tlie  re-establish- 
ment of  his^  health,  we  have  thought  fit  to  confer 
the  said  appointment  on  don  Francisco  Dionisio 
Vives,  a major  general  of  our  armies,  knight  of  the 
third  class  of  the  royal  and  military  order  of  Saint 
Ferdinand,  and  a member  of  the  supreme  council 
of  the  .said  order;  knight  of  the  royal  and  military 
order  of  St.  Hermeneglldo;  twice  honored  by  de- 
crees of  thanks  for  patriotic  services;  decorated 
with  the  north  star,  and  crosses  of  honor,  for  distin- 
guished conduct  of  valor  at  the  battles  ot  \lbuera, 
Sorauren,  Lugo,  Tamanes  and  Medina  del  Campo; 
also,  at  the  surrender  of  Villa  Franca  to  the  army 
of  the  left;  he  uniting  the  requisite  qualifications 
for  tlie  due  discharge  of  the  said  trust. 

We  therefore  hope  that,  on  his  presenting  to  you 
this  our  letter  of  credence,  you  will  grant  him  a 
kind  and  favorable  reception;  giving  all  faiBi  and 
credit  to  what  he  shall  say  to  you  on  our  behalf.- 

Done  at  Madrid,  this  fifteenth  day  of  December, 
1819.  FERDINAND. 

CoH?i?C7w^7ied— Joaquim  Josef  Melgarejo  de  Ruiz 
Davalos.  A true  copy. 

L.th?  duke  of  San  FfittNARDO  and  QuiaotfA. 
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SIS 


[translation.]  ' 

General  don  Francisco  Dionisio  Fives  to  the  secretary 
of  state. 

Sir— In  cenformity  with  the  orders  of  my  go- 
vernment, which  were  communicated  to  Mr.  For- 
syth on  the  16th  of  1)^  cember  last,  by  his  excellen- 
cy the  duke  of  an  Fernando  and  Quiroga,  and  with 
the  earnest  desire  of  the  king,  my  master,  to  see  a 
speedy  adjustment  ofthe  existing  difficulties  which 
obstruct  the  establishment,  on  a permanent  basis, 
of  the  good  understanding  so  obviously  required 
by  the  interests  of  ‘both  power.s,  I have  the  honor 
to  address  you,  and  frankly  to  state  to  you,  that  my 
august  sovereign,  after  a mature  and  deliberate  ex- 
amination, in  full  council,  of  the  treaty  ofthe  of 
22d  February  ofthe  last  year,  saw,  with  great  re- 
gret, that,  in  its  tenor,  it  was  very  far  from  embrac- 
ing all  the  measures  indispensably  requisite  to  that 
degree  of  stability  which,  from  his  sense  of  justice, 
he  was  anxious  to  see  established  in  the  settlement 
of  the  existing  differences  between  the  two  nations. 

The  system  of  hostility,  which  appears  to  be  pur- 
sued in  so  many  parts  of  the  union,  against  the  Spa- 
nish dominions,  as  well  as  against  the  property  of 
all  their  inhabitants,  is  so  public  and  notorious,  that, 
to  enter  into  detail,  would  only  serve  to  increase 
the  causes  of  dissatisfaction;  I may  be  allowed,  how- 
ever, to  remark,  that  they  have  been  justly  de- 
nounced to  the  public  ofthe  United  States,  even  by 
some  of  their  own  fellow-citizens. 

Such  a state  of  things,  therefore,  in  which  indivi- 
duals may  be  considered  as  being  at  war,  while 
their  governments  are  at  peace  with  each  other,  is 
diametrically  opposed  to  the  mutual  and  sincere 
friendship,  and  to  the  good  understanding  which  it 
was  the  object  of  the  treaty  (though  the  attempt 
has  failed)  to  establish,  and  of  the  immense  sacri- 
fices consented  to  by  his  majesty  to  promote. 

These  alone  were  motives  of  sufficient  weight 
imperiously  to  dictate  the  propriety  of  suspending 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty,  even  although  the 
American  envoy  had  not  at  first  announced,  in  the 
name  of  his  government,  and  subsequently  requir- 
ed, of  that  of  Spain,  a declaration  which  tended 
directly  to  annul  one  of  its  most  clear,  precise,  and 
conclusive  articles,  even  after  the  signature  and  ra- 
tification of  the  treaty. 

The  king,  my  master,  influenced  by  considera- 
tions so  powerful  as  to  carry  with  them  the  fullest 
evidence,  has,  therefore,  judged  it  necessary  and 
indispensable,  in  the  exercise  of  his  duties  as  a so- 
vereign, to  request  certain  explanations  of  your  go- 
vernment; and  he  has,  in  consequence,  given  mo 
his  commands  to  propose  to  it  the  following  points; 
in  the  discussion  and  final  arrangement  of  which,  it 
seems  proper  that  the  relative  state  ofthe  two  na- 
tions should  be  taken  into  full  consideration. 

That  the  United  States,  taking  into  due  consider- 
ation the  scandalous  system  of  piracy  established 
in,  and  carried  on  from,  several  of  their  ports,  will 
adopt  measures,  satisfactory  and  elfectual,  to  re- 
press the  barbarous  excesses,  and  unexampled  de- 
predations, daily  committed  upon  Spain,  her  pos- 
sessions, and  properties;  so  as  to  satisfy  what  is  due 
to  international  rights,  and  is  equally  claimed  by 
the  honor  ofthe  American  people. 

That,  in  order  to  put  a total  stop  to  any  future 
armaments,  and  to  prevent  all  aid  whatsoever  being 
alforded  from  any  part  ofthe  union,  which  may  be 
intended  to  be  directed  ag-ainst,  and  employed  in 
the  invasion  of  H.  C.  ma  jesty’s  possessions  in  North 
America,  the  United  States  will  agree  to  oli’er  a 
pledge  (a  dar  una  seguiradad)  that  their  integrity 
shall  be  respected 


And,  finally,  that  they  will  form  no  relations  with 
the  pretended  governments  oftlie  revolted  provin- 
ces of  Spain,  situate  beyond  sea,  and  will  confoi’m 
to  the  course  of  proceeding  adopted,  in  this  re- 
spect, by  other  powers  in  amity  with  Spain. 

In  submitting  to  you  these  just  and  natural  de- 
mands, 1 have  received  the  orders  ofthe  king,  my 
master,  to  make  known  to  the  president  tiiatthey 
would  have  b^en  regularly  communicated  to  the 
minister  plenipotentiary  ofthe  United  States  at  Ma- 
drid, if,  in  the  excess  of  his  zeal,  he  had  not,  at  an 
early  period,  been  induced  to  express  himself  in 
terms  disrespectful  to  the  dignity  of  his  majesty; 
and  lam,  at  the  same  time,  commanded  to  give  the 
assurance  that,  in  alluding  to  an  incident  of  so  uh- 
pleasant  a nature,  it  is  not  intended  to  make  the 
conduct  of  .Mr.  Forsyth  a subject  of  complaint,  but 
merely  to  make  your  government  fully  acquainted 
with  the  motives  of  my  august  sovereign,  in  adopt- 
ing the  resolution  as  already  stated. 

1 flatter  myself  that  the  president,  or.  an  atten- 
tive  examination  ofthe  contents  of  this  note,  entire- 
ly dictated  by  sentiments  of  justice,  will  see  a de- 
cisive evidence  of  the  sincere  desire  ofthe  king, 
my  master,  to  attain  with  promptitude  the  definitive 
settlement  of  a transaction,  no  less  important  in  it- 
self, than  it  is  essential  to  the  mutual  interests  of  tlie 
two  countries. 

I eagerly  avail  myself  of  this  occasion  to  assure 
you  of  my  perfect  respect,  and  highest  considera- 
tion. I pray  that  God  mav  long  preserve  you. 

FRANCISCO  DIONISIO  VIVES. 
Washington,  April  14,  1820. 

The  secretary  of  state  to  general  don  Francisco  Dioni> 
sio  Fives,  envoy  extraordinary  and  ministei'  pleni- 
potentiary Jrom  Spain. 

Department  of  state, 
Washington,  IQth  April,  1820. 
Sin— -Before  replying  to  the  letter  which  I have 
had  the  honor  of  receiving  from  you,  dated  the 
14th  instant,  lam  directed  by  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  request  a copy  ofyour  full  powers; 
and  to  be  informed  whetlier  you  are  the  bearer  of 
the  ratification,  by  his  catholic  majesty,  of  the  trea- 
ty signed  on  the  22d  of  February,  1819,  by  don 
Louis  de  Onis;  and  are  ready,  in  tlie  event  of  suita- 
ble explanations  being  given  upon  the  points  men- 
tioned in  your  letter,  to  exchange  the  same  for  the 
ratification  on  the  part  ofthe  U.  States,  if  the  se- 
nate should  advise  and  consent  that  such  exchange 
of  ratifications  slvould  now  be  accepted. 

Please  to  accept  the  assurance  of  distinguish- 
ed consideration.  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

General  don  Francisco  Dionisio  Fives  to  the  secretary 
of  state. 

[TRANSLATION.] 

Sir — In  answer  to  your  note  of  yesterday’s  date, 
and  in  compliance  with  the  request  state-d  in  ita 
first  point,  I have  the  honor  to  enclose  a copy  of  my 
full  powers. 

I have,  at  the  same  time,  to  inform  you  tiiat  I ara 
not  the  bearer  of  the  ratification  ofthe  treaty  ofthe 
22d  of  February,  1819,  signed  by  don  Luis  de 
Onis;  nor  does  it  seem  agreeable  to  the  natural 
course  of  tilings,  and  to  establi.slied  usage,  that,  a 
treaty  should  be  ratified  previous  to  a removal  of 
the  obstacles  which  have  expres.=ly  caused  tlie  sus- 
pension  of  its  ratification.  But!  am  enabled  to  as- 
sure you  that  I am  fully  huthoi'ised  to  offer  a solemn 
promise,  in  tlie  name  of  tiie  king,  my  master,  tiiat, 
if  the  result  of  the  proposals  presented  in  my  firct 
note  be  satisfactory,  the  ratiiicatioa  of  the  treaty 
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will  be  attended  with  no  further  delay  than  the 
time  indispensably  necessary  for  the  arrival  at  Ma- 
drid of  one  of  the  g'entlemen  attached  to  my  lega- 
tion, who  has  accompanied  me  for  that  especial 
purpose. 

.1  renew  to  you,  sir,  the  assurance  of  my  distin- 
guished eonsideration,  and  I pray  God  long  to  pre- 
serve you.  f'RANCISCO  DIONISIO  VIVES. 

iFashingtan,  \9th  Jlpril,  1830. 

Full  power  of  gevet'al  Vires. 

[TIIASSLATIOIN.] 

I)oR  Ferdinand  the  seventh,  king,  by  the  grace 
of  God,  of  Castile,  Leon  and  Arragon,  of  the  two 
Sicilies,  Jerusalem,  Navarre,  Grenada,  7'oledo, 
Valencia,  Galicia,  Majorca,  Seville,  Sardinia,  Cor- 
dova Corsica,  Murcia,  Jaen,  the  Algarves,  Gibral- 
tar, the  Canary  islands,  of  both  Indies,  and  of  the 
Isles  of  the  Ocean;  archduke  of  Austria,  duke  of 
Burgundy,  Brabant,  and  Milan;  count  of  llapsburg, 
Flanders,  t'irol,  and  Barcelona;  lord  of  Biscay,  and 
of  Molina,  &c.  8cc.  SiC. 

The  state  of  peace,  amity,  and  good  understand- 
ing, now  happily' subsisting  between  and  the 
United  States  of  North  America,  being  favorable  to 
the  mutual  and  amicable  adjustment  and  settlement 
of  ail  existing  diflereuces  between  the  two  govern- 
ments; and  it  being  expedient,  to  that  end,  to  au- 
th'trise  a person,  having  our  confidence,  and  pos- 
sessed of  the  requisite  information,  experience,  and 
political  knowledg’e,  for  so  important  a trust:  which 
qualities  uniting  in  you,  don  Francisco  Dionisio 
Yives,  a major  general  in  our  service,  a knight  of 
the  royal  and  military  order  of  San  Ferdinand,  and 
member  of  the  supreme  council  of  the  said  order; 
a knight  of  the  ro}^al  and  military  order  of  Saint 
Uermenegilcio;  twice  honored  by  decrees  of  tlianks 
for  public  services;  decorated  with  the  order  of  the 
north  star,  and  crosses  of  honor,  for  distinguished 
conduct  and  valor  at  the  battles  of  Albuera,  Sorau- 
ren,  Lugo,  Tamanes,  and  Medina  del  Campo,  the 
SLirrenderof  Villa  Franca  del  Vierzo,  in  the  opera- 
tions of  the  army  of  the  left,  at  tlie  sieges  of  Pam- 
peluna  and  Baj  onne;  and  our  envoy  extraordinary 
and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  the  above  named 
states. 

We  have  authorised,  and  by  these  presents  v/e 
do  authorise  you,  granting  you  full  power,  in  the 
most  ample  foi’m,  to  meet  f;nd  confer  with  such 
person  or  persons  as  may  be  duly  authorised,  by 
the  government  of  the  United  States;  and  with  him 
or  them  to  settle,  conclude,  and  sign,  whatsoever 
you  may  judge  necessary  to  the  best  arrangement 
of  all  points  depending  between  the  two  govern- 
ments; promising,  as  we  do  hereby  promise,  upon 
the  faith  and  word  of  a king,  to  approve,  ratify,  and 
fulfil,  such  articles  or  agreements  as  you  may  con- 
clude and  sign. 

In  testimony  whereof,  I haVe  commanded  the 
present  to  be  issued,  signed  by  us,  sealed  with  our 
privy  seal,  and  countersigned  by  the  undersigned, 
om-  princijial  secretary  of  state,  and  of  universal 
desj)atch.  Given  at  Madrid,  the  15th  of  December, 
1819.  I,  THE  KING. 

Countersigned, 

L.  Jonr/uim  .Use  Melgarejo  delluiz  Devalos. 

■The  secretary  of  state  to  general  don  Francisco  Sioni- 
sio  Vives. 

Dt.paiitment  of  state, 
Washington,  '21st  .Ipril,  1829. 

Stu — I am  directed  by  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  express  to  you  the  surprise  and  con- 
cern with  which  he  has  learnt  that  you  are  not  the 


bearer  of  the  ratification,  by  his  catholic  majesty, 
of  the  treaty  signed  on  the  22d  February,  1819,  bf 
don  Luis  de  Onis,  by  virtue  of  a full  power,  equal- 
ly comprehensive  with  that  which  you  have  now 
produced.  A full  power,  by  which  his  catholic  ma- 
jesty promised,  “on  the  faith  and  word  of  a king,  to 
approve,  ratify,  and  fulfil,  whatsoever  might  be  sti- 
pulated and  signed  by  him.” 

By  the  universal  usage  of  nations,  nothing  can 
release  a sovereign  from  the  obligation  of  a promise 
thus  made,  except  the  proof  that  his  minister,  so 
empowered,  has  been  faithless  to  his  trust,  by  tran- 
scending his  instructions. 

Your  sovereign  has  not  proved,  nor  even  alleged, 
that  Mr.  Onis  had  transcended  his  instructions;  on 
the  contrary,  with  the  credential  letter  which  you 
have  delivered,  the  president  has  learnt  that  he 
has  been  relieved  from  the  mission  to  the  United 
States  only  to  receive  a nev/  proof  of  the  continued 
confidence  of  his  catholic  majesty,  in  the  appoint- 
ment to  another  mission,  of  equal  dignity  and  im- 
portance. 

On  the  faith  of  this  promise  of  the  king,  the  trea- 
ty was  signed  and  ratified  on  the  part  of  the  United 
States;  and  it  contained  a stipulation  that  it  should 
also  be  ratified  by  his  catholic  majesty,  so  that  the. 
ratifications  should,  within  six  months  from  the  date 
of  its  signature,  be  exchanged. 

In  withholding  this  promised  ratification  beyond 
the  stipulated  period,  his  catholic  majesty  made 
known  to  the  president  that  he  should  forthwith, 
despatch  a person,  possessing  entirely  his  con- 
fidence, to  ask  certain  exphmations,  which  were 
deemed  by  him  necessary  previous  to  the  per-^ 
formance  of  his  promise  to  execute  the  ratifica- 
tion. 

The  minister  of  the  United  States  at  Madrid  was 
enabled,  and  offered  to  give  all  the  explanations^ 
which  could  justly  be  required  in  relation  to  the 
treaty.  Your  government  declined  even  to  make 
known  to^him  their  character;  and  they  are  nowj^ 
after  the  lapse  of  more  than  a year,  first  officially 
disclosed  by  you, 

I am  directed  by  the  president  to  inform  you, 
that  explanations  which  ought  to  be  satisfactory  t(> 
yourigovernment,  will  readily  be  given  upon  ah 
the  points  mentioned  in  your  letter  of  the  14th  inst. 
but  that  he  considers  none  of  them,  in  the  present 
state  of  the  I'elations  between  the  two  countries,  as 
points  for  discussion.  It  is  indispensable  that,  be-i 
fore  entering  into  any  new  negociation  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain,  that  relating  to  the 
treaty  already  signed  should  be  closed.  If,  upon 
receiving  the  explanations  which  your  government 
has  asked,  and  which  I am  prepared  to  give,  you 
are  authorised  to  issue  orders  to  the  Spanish  of- 
ficers commanding  in  Florida  to  deliver  up  to  those 
of  the  United  States  who  may  be  authorised  to  re- 
ceive it,  immediate  possession  of  the  province, 
conformably  to  the  stipulations  of  the  treaty,  the 
president,  if  such  shall  be  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  senate,  will  wait  (with  such  possession  gi-^ 
ven)  for  the  ratification  of  his  catholic  majesty,  till 
your  messenger  shall  have  time  to  proceed  to  Ma- 
drid. But  if  you  have  no  such  authority,  the  presi- 
dent considers  it  would  be  at  once  an  unprofitable 
waste  of  time,  and  a course  incompatible  with  the 
dignity  of  this  nation,  to  give  explanations  which 
are  to  lead  to  no  satisfactory  result;  and  to  resume 
a negociation,  the  conclusion  of  which  can  no  lon- 
ger be  deferred. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  distin- 
guished consideration. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 
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General  don  Francisco  Dionisio  Vivestothe  secretary 
of  state. 

[TIIANSLATION.'J 

Sib— In  acknowledging  the  receipt  of  your  note 
of  the  21st  instant,  I have  the  honor  to  remark,  in 
llie  first  place,  that  you  appear  to  have  misconceiv- 
ed a material  part  of  my  letter  of  the  14th,  by  re- 
producing arguments  which  have  been  already  suf- 
ficiently refuted  by  my  government.  You  will, 
therefore,  excuse  me  from  reviving  them  here,  in 
so  flir  as  they  relate  to  the  question  whetlier  a so- 
vereign IS,  or  is  not,  bound  to  ratify  what  may 
have  been  signed  by  his  negociator,  it  being  well 
known  that  various  instances  may  be  cited  of  cases 
in  which  the  ratification  of  a treaty  has  been  justly 
suspended,  without  alleging,  as  the  motive  for  so 
doing,  that  the  negociator  had  transcended  his 
powers  or  instructions.  I'here  may,  unquestion- 
ably, be  other  reasons  sufficiently  valid  to  exon- 
erate him  from  the  obligation  of  ratifying,  suppos- 
ing that  to  have  been  the  case. 

It  is  evident,  that  the  scandalous  proceedings  of 
a number  of  American  citizens;  the  decisions  of  se- 
veral of  the  courts  of  the  union;  and  the  criminal  ex- 
pedition set  on  foot  within  it  for  the  invasion  of  his 
majesty’s  possessions  in  North  America,  at  the  very 
period  when  the  ratification  was  still  pending,  were 
diametrically  opposite  to  the  most  sacred  princi- 
ples of  amity,  and  to  the  nature  and  essence  of  the 
treaty  itself.  Tliese  hostile  proceedings  were,  not- 
withstanding, tolerated  by  the  federal  government, 
and  thus  the  evil  was  daily  aggravated;  so  that  the 
belief  generally  prevailed  throughout  Europe  that 
the  ratification  of  the  treaty  by  Spain,  and  the  ac- 
knowledgement of  the  independence  of  her  re- 
bellious trans-atlantic  colonies,  by  the  United 
States,  would  be  simultaneous  acts.  The  preten- 
sions advanced  by  Mr.  Forsyth,  in  relation  to  the 
Sfli  article,  were  also  evidently  calculated  to  ren- 
der the  treaty  illusory.  It  is,  therefore,  not  possi- 
ble to  assign  reasons  more  powerful,  or  more  com- 
pletely justificatory  of  the  sovereign  resolution  of 
the  king,  my  master,  to  suspend  his  ratification  of 
that  instrument. 

In  my  first  note,  I also  hinted  at  tlie  offen.sive 
terms  employed  by  the  American  minister  at  Ma- 
drid, from  the  very  outset;  which  you  notice  no 
further,  than  by  taking  up  the  second  point  upon 
which  the  one,  which  T now  have  the  honor  to  con- 
test, essentially  turns.  Although  his  majesty  might 
certainly  have  kept  aloof  from  a deportment  so 
void  of  moderation,  and  so  derogatory  to  his  dig'iii- 
ty,  it  is  obvious  that  any  discus, sions  commenced 
with  the  minister  so  situated,  were  only  likely  to 
produce  unprofitable  results,  his  correspondence 
tending  more  pow^erfully  to  disunite  than  to  recon- 
cile the  contracting  parties,  It  w^as,  indeed,  a sub- 
ject of  great  regret,  that  the  incident  just  referred 
to;  the  distance  of  Spain  from  the  new  world,  which 
from  the  obstructions  to  correspondence,  produced 
unavoidable  delay,  in  receiving  correct  informa- 
tion of  the  events  passing  here,  and  wdiich  to  his 
majesty  appeared  incredible;  and,  in  fine,  his  w'ish 
to  avoid  whatever  had  the  appearance  of  an  un- 
founded complaint,  and  an  unpleasant  difference 
between  the  two  governments,  .should  have  retard- 
ed  my  arrival,  and  the  happy  conclusion  of  the 
transaction  now  pending. 

I have  further  to  state  to  you,  that  I am  not  au- 
thorised by  his  majesty  to  give  the  necessary  orders 
to  the  Spanish  authorities  in  the  Floridas  to  deliver 
lip  those  posses.sions  to  the  United  States;  nor  was 
this  to  be  presumed,  since,  if  it  appeared  contrary, 
to  the  natural  order  of  things,  and  to  established  i 


usage,  that  the  treaty  should  be  ratified  previous  to 
receiving  t!ie  explanations  which,  necessitated  its 
suspension,  it  would,  consequentljq  seem  the  more 
so,  that  it  should  receive  its  due  accomplishment 
before  it  was  finally  ratified. 

It  is  with  equal  surprise  and  concern  that  I ob- 
serve, in  the  conclusion  of  your  note,  that  you  inti- 
inate  the  intention  to  decline  any  discussion  of  my 
proposids /u'er.w/^6'  to  the  possession  of  the  Floridas; 
since  it  appears  to  me  that  such  discussion  could 
not  be  long,  in  the  event  of  your  government  being 
ready  to  ac-ede  to  them;  (in  which  case  1 repeat 
that  I am  authorised  solemnly  to  promise,  in  the 
name  of  his  maje.sty,  that  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  sliall  bo  no  longer  delayed)  nor,  that  the 
delay,  unavoi.’ably  produced  by  tiiat  particular 
cause,  in  the  occupation  of  the  territories  in  ques- 
tion, could  be  considered  as  derogatory  to  the  dig-- 
nitv  of  the  United  .States;  and  the  more  so,  as,  un- 
til then,  his  catholic  majesty  would  not  be  in  the 
full  possession  ofhis  i-ights. 

I fi fitter  myself  that,  on  a consideration  of  th^ 
contents  of  this  note,  you  will  favor  me  with  an  an- 
swer more  agreeable  to  my  wislie^. 

In  the  mean  time,l  reiterate  the  assurance  of  my 
disting'uished  consideration  and  respect,  praying 
God  to  preserve  you  many  years. 

FIl  ANCISCO  ] )IONISIO  VIVES. 
Wasldngton,  2Uh  April,  1820. 

The  secretary  of  state  to  general  don  Francisco  Fioni- 
sio  fives,  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleni* 
potenliary  from  Spain'. 

Department  op  state, 
Washingion,  3d  .ifTny,  1820. 
Sir — The  explanations  upon  the  points  mention- 
ed  in  your  letter  of  the  14th  ultimo,  which  I have 
had  the  honor  of  giving  you  at  large  in  the  confer- 
ence between  us,  on  Saturday  last,  and  the  frank- 
ness of  the  assurances  which  I had  the  pleasure  of 
receiving  from  you,  of  your  conviction  that  they 
would  prove  satisfactory  to  your  government,  will 
relieve  me  from  the  necessity  of  recurring  to  cir- 
cumstances which  might  tend  to  irritating  discus- 
sions. In  the  confident  expectation  that,  upon 
the  arrival  ofyour  messenger  at  Madrid,  his  catho- 
lic majesty  will  give  his  immediate  ratification  to 
the  treaty  of  the  22d  February,  1819, 1 readily  for- 
bear all  reference  to  the  delays  which  have  hither- 
to retarded  that  event,  and  all  disquisition  upon 
the  perfect  right  which  the  United  States  have  had 
to  that  ratifi,cation. 

I am  now  instructed  torepeatthe  assurance  whicli 
has  already  been  given  you,  that  the  representa- 
tions which  appear  to  have  been  made  to  your  go  - 
vernment of  a system  of  hostility,  in  various  parts 
of  this  imion,  against  the  Spanish  dominions,  and 
the  property  of  Spani.sh  subjects;  of  decisions 
marked  witli  such  hostility  by  any  of  the  courts  of 
the  United  States,  and  of  the  toleration,  in  any  case 
of  it,  by  this  government,  are  unfounded.  In  the 
existing  unfortunate  civil  war,  between  Spain  and 
the  South  American  provinces,  the  United  States 
have  constantly  avowed,  and  faithfully  maintained, 
an  impartial  neutrality.  No  violation  of  that  neu- 
trality, by  any  citizen  of  the  United  States,  has  ever 
received  sanction  or  countenance  from  this  govern- 
ment. Whenever  .the  laws,  previously  enacted 
for  the  preservation  of  neutrality,  have  been  found, 
by  experience,  in  any  manner  de'eclive,  they  have 
been  strenghtened  by  new  provisions,  and  severe 
penalties.  Spaniidi  property,  ilirgally  captured, 
has  been  constantly  restored  by  tlie  decision.s  of  the 
tribunals  of  the  United  States;  nor  has  the  Life-  itse! 
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been  siiiired  of  itidividuals  guilty  of  piracy,  com- 
mitted upon  Spauisli  property  on  tlie  high  seas. 

Should  the  treaty  be  ratified  by  Spain,  and  the 
ratification  be  accepted  by,  and  with  the  advice 
arid  coiiseiit  of  the  senate,  the  boundary  line,  re- 
cognized by  it,  will  be  respected  by  the  United 
States,  and  due  care  will  be  taken  to  prevent  any 
transgression  of  it — no  new  law  or  engagement  will 
be  necessary  for  that  purpose,  'f'hc  existing  laws 
are  adeepaate  to  the  suppi-ession  of  siich  disorders 
and  they  will  be,  as  they  have  been,  faithfully  car- 
ried into  effect,  The  miserable  disorderly  move- 
ment of  a number,  not  exceeding  seventy,  lawless 
individual  stragglers,  who  never  assembled  within 
the  jurisdiction  of  the  United  States,  into  a terri- 
tory to  which  his  catholic  majesty  lias  no  acknow- 
ledged right,  other  than  the  yet  unratified  treaty, 
was  so  far  from  receiving  countenance  or  support 
from  the  government  of  the  United  States,  that 
every  measure  necessary,  for  its  suppression,  was 
p!  omptly  taken  under  their  authority;  and,  from  the 
misrepres'entations  which  have  been  made  of  this 
very  insignificant  transaction  to  the  Spanish  go- 
vernment, there  is  reason  to  believe  that  the  pre- 
tended expedition  itself,  as  well  as  the  gross  exag- 
gerations which  have  been  used  to  swell  its  impor- 
tance, proceed  from  the  same  sources,  equally  un- 
friendly to  the  United  States  and  to  Spain. 

As  a necessary  consequence  of  the  neutrality  be- 
tween Spain  and  the  Soutli  American  provinces, 
the  United  States  can  contract  no  engagement,  not 
to  form  any  relations  with  those  provinces.  This 
lias  explicitly  and  repeatedly  been  avowed  and 
made  known  to  your  government,  both  at  Madrid 
and  this  place.  'Vhe  demand  was  resisted  both  in 
conference  and  written  corvespondencei  between 
IMr.  Erving  and  Mr.  Pizarro.  Mr.  Onis  had  long 
and  constantly  been  informed,  that  a persistance  in 
it  would  put  an  end  to  the  possible  conclusion  of 
any  treaty  Vv^hatever.  Your  sovereign  will  perceive, 
that,  as  such  an  engagement  connot  be  contracted 
by  the  United  States  consistently  with  their  obliga- 
tions of  neutrality,  it  cannot  be  justly  required  of 
them;  nor  have  any  of  the  European  nations  ever 
bound  themselves  to  Spain  by  such  an  engagement. 

Witli  regard  to  youv  proposals,  it  is  proper  to  ob- 
serve, tiiat  his-catholic  majesty,  in  announcing  his 
purpose  of  asking  explanalions  of  the  United  States, 
gave  no  intimation  of  an  intention  to  require  new 
articles  to  the  treaty.  You  are  aware  that  the 
United  States  cannot,  consistently  with  what  is  due 
to  themselves,  stipidate  new  engagements  as  the 
price  of  obtaining  the  ratification  of  the  old  The 
tleclaration,  which  Mr.  Forsyth  was  instructed  to 
deliver  at  the  exchange  of  the  ratifications  of  the 
treaty,  with  regard  to  the  eight  article,  was  not  in- 
tended to  annul,  or  in  the  slightest  degree  to  alter 
or  impair  the  stipulations  of  that  article;  its  only 
object  was  to  guard  your  government,  and  all  per- 
;jons  who  miglithave  liad  an  interest  in  any  of  the 
annulled  grants,  against  the  possible  expectation  or 
pretence  that  those  grants  would  be  made  valid  by 
the  treaty  All  grants  subsequent  to  the  24th  Janu- 
ary, 1818,  were  declared  to  be  positively  null  and 
void;  and  Mr.  Onis  always  declared,  that  he  signed 
the  treaty,  fully  believing,  that  the  grants  to  the 
duke  of  Alagon,  cr)unt  Punon  Rostro,  and  Mr.  Var- 
gas, were  subsequent  to  that  date.  But  he  had,  in 
his  letter  to  me  of  16lh  November,  1818,  declared, 
that  tiiose  grants  were  null  and  void,  because  the 
essential  conditions  of  the  grants  had  not  been  ful- 
filled.by  the  grantees.  It  was  distinctly  understood 
by  us  both,  that  i.  o grant  of  wiuitever  date,  should 
be  made  valid  by  the  treaty,  which  would  not  have 


been  valid  by  the  laws  of  Spam  and  the  Indies,  if 
the  treaty  had  not  been  made.  It  w^as,  therefore, 
st?j)ulated,  tliat  grants,  prior  to  the  24th  January, 
1818,  should  be  confirmed,  only  ‘<to  the  same  ex- 
tent that  the  same  grants  would  be  valid,  if  the 
territories  had  remained  under  the  dominion  of  his 
catholic  majesty.”  Tiiis,  of  course,  excluded  the 
three  grants  above  mentioned,  which  Mr.  Onis  had 
declared  invalid,  for  want  of  the  fulfillment  of  their 
essential  conditions,  a fact  which  is  now  explicitly 
admitted  by  you.  A sin.gle  exception  to  the  prin- 
ciple, that  the  treaty  should  give  no  confirmation 
to  any  imperfect  title,  v/as  admitted;  which  excep- 
tion was,  that  owners  in  possession  of  lands,  who,  by 
reason  of  the  recent  circumstances  of  the  Spanish 
nation,  and  the  revolutions  in  Europe,  had  been 
prevented  from  fulfilling  all  the  conditions  of  their 
.grants,  should  complete  within  the  terms  limit- 

ed in  tile  same  from  the  date  of  the  treaty;  this  had 
obviously  no  reference  to  the  above  mentioned 
gn^-ants,  the  grantees  of  which  were  not  in  posses- 
sion ofthe  lands,  who  had  fulfilled  7ioj2e  of  their  con- 
ditions, and  who  had  not  been  prevented  from  ful- 
filling any  of  them  by  the  circumstances  of  Spain  or 
the  revolutions  of  Europe.  The  article  was  drawn 
up  by  me,  and,  before  assenting  to  it,  Mr,  Onis  in- 
quired what  was  understood  by  me  as  the  import  of 
the  terms  “shall  complete  them.”  1 told  him,  that, 
in,  connexion  with  the  terms  “all  the  conditions,” 
they  necessarily  implied,  that  the  indulgence  would 
be  limited  to  grantees  who  had  performed  some  of 
the  conditions,  and  who  had  commenced  settle- 
ments, which  it  would  allow  them  to  complete. — 
These  were  precisely  the  cases  for  which  Vv*  Onis 
had  urged  the  equity  of  making  a provision,  and  he 
agreed  to  the  article,  fully  understanding  that  it 
would  be  applicable  only  to  them.  When,  after  the 
signature  of  the  treaty,  there  appeared  to  be  some 
reason  for  supposing  that  Mr.  Onis  had  been  mis- 
taken in  believing  that  the  grants  to  the  duke  of 
Alagon,  count  Punon  Rostro,  and  Mr.  Vargas,  were 
subsequent  to  the  24th  of  January,  1818,  candor  re- 
quired that  Spain  and  the  grantees  should  never 
have  a shadow  of  ground  to  expect  or  alledge  that 
this  circumstance  was  at  all  material,  in  relation  to 
the  bearing  of  the  treaty  upon  those  grants.  Mr, 
Onis  had  not  been  mistaken  in  declaring  that  they 
were  invalid,  because  their  conditions  were  not  ful- 
filled. He  had  not  been  mistaken  in  agreeing  to 
the  principle,  tliat  no  grant,  invalid  as  to  Spain, 
should,  by  the  treaty,  be  made  valid  against  the 
United  States.  He  had  not  been  mistaken  in  the 
knowledge  that  those  gi'antees  had  neither  com- 
menced settlements,  nor  been  prevented  from  com- 
pleting them  by  the  circumstances  of  Spain,  or  the 
revolutions  in  Europe.  The  declaration  which  Mr. 
Forsyth  was  instructed  to  deliver,  wms  merely  to 
caution  all  whom  it  might  concern  not  to  infer,  from 
an  unimportant  mistake  of  Mr.  Onis  as  to  the  date 
of  the  grants,  other  important  mistakes  which  he 
had  not  made,  and  which  the  United  States  would 
not  permit  to  be  made  by  any  one.  It  was  not, 
therefore,  to  annul  or  to  alter,  but  to  fulfil  the 
eighth  article  as  it  stands,  tliat  the  declaration  was 
to  be  delivered;  and  it  is  for  the  same  purpose 
that  this  explanation  is  now  given.  It  was  with 
much  satisfaction,  therefore,  that  I learned  from 
you  the  determination  of  your  government  to  as- 
sent to  the  total  nullity  of  the  above  mentioned 
grants. 

As  I flatter  myself  that  these  explanations  will 
remove  every  obstacle  to  the  ratification  of  the 
treaty  by  his  catliolic  majesty,  it  is  much  to  be  re- 
gretted tha.l  you  have  not  that  ratification  to  cx 
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change,  nor  the  power  to  give  a pledge  which 
would  be  equivalent  to  the  ratification,  rhe  six 
months  v/ithiu  which  tl)e  exchange  of  the  ratifica- 
tions were  stipulated  by  the  treaty,  having  elapsed, 
bv  the  principles  of  our  constitution,  whether  it 
shall  now  be  accepted,  must  be  laid  before  the  se- 
nate for  their  advice  and  consent.  To  give  a last 
and  signal  proof  of  the  earnest  wish  of  this  govern- 
ment, to  bring  to  a conclusion  these  long  standing 
and  unhappy  differences  with  Spain,  the  president 
will  so  far  receive  that  solemn  promise  of  immediate 
ratification,  upon  the  arrival  of  your  messenger 
at  Madrid,  which,  in  your  note  of  the  19th  iilt.  you 
declare  yourself  authorised,  in  the  name  of  your  so- 
vereign, to  give,  as  to  submit  to  the  senate  of  the 
United  States,  whether  they  will  advise  and  consent 
to  accept  it,  for  the  ratification  of  the  United  States 
heretofore  given. 

But,  it  is  proper  to  apprise  you,  that  it  this  offer  is 
not  accepted,  the  United  States,  besides  being  en- 
titled to  I’esume  all  the  rights,  claims,  and  preten- 
sions, which  they  had  renounced  by  the  treaty,  can 
no  longer  consent  to  relinquish  their  claims  of  in- 
demnity, and  those  of  their  citizens,  from  Spain,  for 
all  the  injuries  which  they  have  suffered  and  are 
suffering,  by  the  delay  of  his  catholic  majesty  to  ra- 
tify the  treaty.  The  amount  of  claims  of  the  citi- 
zens of  the  United  States,  #hich  existed  at  the  time 
when  the  treaty  was  signed,  far  exceeded  that 
which  the  United  States  consented  to  accept  as  in- 
demnity. Their  right  of  territory  was,  and  yet  is, 
to  the  Rio  del  Norte.  I am  instructed  to  declare, 
that,  if  any  further  delay  to  the  ratification,  by  his 
catholic,  majesty,  of  the  treaty,  should  occur,  the 
United  States  could  not  hereafter  accept,  either  of 
five  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  indemnities  due  to 
their  citizens  by  Spain,  nor  of  the  Sabine  for  the 
boundary  between  the  United  States  and  the  Spa- 
nish territories. 

Please  to  accept  the  renewed  assurance  of  my  dis- 
tinguished consideration. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

General  don  Fra?icisco  Dionisio  Fives  to  the  secretary 
of  state. 

[thakslatiox.] 

Sir;  In  answer  to  your  note  of  the  3d  instant, 
and  in  pursuance  of  what  I expressed  to  you  in 
both  our  late  conferences,  I have  to  state  to  you 
that  ! am  satisfied  upon  the  first  point  of  the  pro- 
posals contained  in  rny  note  of  the  14th  ultimo;  and 
am  pursuaded  tln^,  if  the  existing  laws,  enacted  for 
the  suppression  of  piracy,  should  prove  inadequate, 
more  effectual  measures  will  be  adopted  by  your 
government  for  the  attainment  of  that  important 
object. 

I also  admit,  as  satisfactory,  the  answer  given  to 
the  second  point,  but  I cannot  assent  to  your  asser- 
tion that  the  laws  of  this  country  have  always  been 
competent  to  the  prevention  of  the  excesses  com- 
plained of;  it  being  quite  notorious  that  the  expe- 
tion  alluded^  to  has  not  been  the  only  one  set  on 
foot  for  the  invasion  of  his  majesty’s  dominions; 
and  it  is,  therefore,  not  surprising  that  the  king, 
my  lord,  should  give  credit  to  the  information  re- 
ceived in  relation  to  that  expedition,  or  that  he 
should  now  require  of  your  government  a pledge 
tliattlie  integrity  of  the  Spanish  possessions  in  North 
America  shall  be  respected. 

I mentioned  to  you  in  conference,  and  T now  re- 
peat it,  that  the  answer  to  the  third  point  was  not 
such  as  I could,  agreeably  to  the  nature  of  my  in- 
structions, accept  as  being  satisfactory;  and  that,  al- 
though his  majesty  might  not  liave  required  of  any 


of  the  European  governments  the  declaration  which 
he  has  required  of  yours,  yet  that  ought  not  to  be 
considered  as  unreasonable;  it  being  well  kr.own  to 
the  king',  my  master,  that  those  governments,  so 
far  from  being  disposed  to  wish  to  recognize  the  in- 
surgent governments  of  the  Spanish  colonies,  had 
declined  the  invitation  intimated  to  them  some  time 
past  by  yours,  to  acknowledge  the  pretended  re- 
public of  Buenos  Ayres.  I,  notwithstanding,  renew 
to  you  the  assurance  that  I will  submit  to  his  majes- 
ty the  verbal  discussion  we  have  had  upon  this 
point,  and  accompany  it  with  such  additional  argu- 
mentsas  will,  in  my  judgment,  probably  determine 
his  maiesly  to  declare  himself  to  be  satisfied  there- 
with. 

In  the  event  of  the  king’s  receiving,  as  satisfactoo 
ry,  the  answer  of  your  government  to  the  third 
point  of  my  proposals,  the  abrogation  of  the  gfants 
will  be  attended  with  no  difficulty;  nor  has  that 
ever  been  the  chief  motive  for  suspending  the 
ratification  of  the  treaty;  for  the  thorough  compre- 
hension of  which,  i waive  at  present,  any  reply  to 
tiie  remarks  which  you  are  pleased  to  offer  on  that 
topic.  I cannot,  however,  refrain  from  stating  to 
you,  that,  in  discussing  with  you  the  validity  or  th^ 
nullity  of  the  grants  abovementioned,  I merely  said 
“that,  in  my  private  opinion,  they  were  mdl  and 
void,  through  the  inability  of  the  grantees  to  comply 
with  the  terms  of  the  law.” 

It  is  to  me  a martter  of  great  regret,  that  I have- 
it  not  in  my  power  to  repeat  the  solemn  promise 
that  his  majesty  will  ratify  the  treaty;  inasmuch  as  I 
cannot,  agreeably  to  my  instructions,  accept  as  sa- 
tisfactory the  answer  given  to  the  third  point  of 
my  propo.sals.  t am,  however,  pe'suaded,  that 
his  majesty,  upon  consideration  of  tlie  representa- 
tion which  I shall  have  the  honor  to  lay  before  him, 
and  of  the  reasons  assigned  by  your  government 
for  withholding  its  assent  to  tlie  third  point,  will 
consider  himself  as  satisfied  and  ratify  the  treaty. 

I further  conceive  it  my  duty  to  state  to  you  that, 
at  the  time  when  I communicated  to  j our  govern- 
ment the  substance  of  my  present  answer,  I men- 
tioned, speakingin  rny  individual  capacity,  that,  al- 
though I had  no  official  information  of’it,  yeti  con- 
sider as  authentic  the  current  intelligence  of  an  im- 
portant change  said  to  have  taken  place  in  the  go- 
vernment of  Spain;  and  that  this  ci'rcumstance  alone 
would  impose  on  me  the  obligation  of  giving  no 
greater  latitude  to  my  promise,  previous  to  my  re- 
ceiving new  instructions. 

I therefore  hope  that  your  government,  vipon  con- 
sideration of  what  I have  now  submitted  to  you,  and 
of  tlie  contents  of|my  former  notes,  will  agree  to 
await  the  final  decision  of  tlie  king,  my  master,  upon 
the  only  point  still  pending’,  and  the  adjustment  of 
wliich  is  not  Nvithin  my  competenc}^;  so  that  the  past 
differences  may  be  satisfactorily  terminated  and  the 
treaty  receive  its  final  accompli.shment;  thereby  se- 
curing and  perpetuating  a perfect  harmony  and 
good  understanding  between  the  two  governments-. 

Be  pleased  to  accept  the  as.surances  of  my  distin- 
guished consideration,  i pray  Uod  to  preserve 
you  many  years. 

FRAN'CTSCO  DIONISIO  VIVES. 
TVashingtoji,  5ih  May,  1820. 

The  secretary  of  state  to  general  Fives. 
General  Vives,  envoy  extraordinary, 

and  minister  plenipotentiary  of  Spain. 

Dj'.I’ART3TKXT  of  STA7’E, 

fJ'ashington,  C)th  -JSfay,  1B2Q. 
Sir — In  the  letter  which  i iiavc  liad  the  honor  o! 
receiving  from  you,  dated  yesterday,  you  observe 
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that  you  renew  the  assilraiice  that  you  will  submit 
to  his  majesty,  the  verbal  disenssion  ‘we  have  had  on 
the  third  point,  concerning-  which  you  were  in:si  ruct- 
ed  to  ask  for  explanations.  I have  to  request  of 
you  to  state  specifically  the  representation  which 
you  propose  to  make  to  his  mafesty^  of  what  passed 
between  us  in  conference  on  this  subject. 

I pray  you  to  accept  the  renewed  assurance  of 
fhy  disting-uished  consideration. 

JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

General  don  Francisco  Bionisio  Fives  to  the  secretary 
of  state. 

[TRANSLATION.] 

Sir — I have  received  the  note  you  were  pleased 
to  address  to  me  bf  yesterday’s  date,  and  in  answer 
thereto,  I have  to  state,  that  the  verbal  discussitm 
between  us  upon  the  third  point  of  my  proposals, 
is  comprised  in  your  note  of  the  third,  and  in  my 
reply  of  the  fifth  inst.  and  that,  consequently,  the 
statement  of  it  which  I shall  transmit  for  his  majes- 
ty’s information  will  be  in  strict  accordance  with 
the  tenor  of  the  said  notes. 

I renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my  high  esteem, 
"*nd  I pray  God  to  preserve  you  manv  years. 

FRANCISCO  DIONIsiO  VlVES. 
Washington^  7 thMay^  1820. 

The  secretary  of  state  to  general  Dun  Francisco  DionF 
sio  Vives^  envoy  extraordinary  and  minister  pleiiipo - 
tentiary  of  Spain 

Department  of  State, 

Washington  8th  May,  1820. 
Sir — In  the  letter  which  I had  the  honor  of  writ- 
ing you  on  the  3d  instant,  it  was  observed,  that  all 
reference  would  readil}’-  be  waived  to  the  delays 
•which  have  retarded  the  ratification  by  his  catholic 
majesty,  of  the  treaty  of  the  22d  F:-bruary,  1819,  and 
all  disquisition  upon  the  perfect  right  of  the  United 
States  to  that  ratification;  in  tlie  confident  expecta- 
tion that  it  would  be  immediately  given  upon  the 
arrival  of  your  messenger  at  Vladrid,  and  subject 
to  your  comjiUance  with  the  proposal  offered  you 
in  the  same  note,  as  the  last  proof  which  the  presi- 
dent could  give  of  hisrelience  upon  the  termina- 
tion of  the  differences  between  the  United  States 
and  Spain,  by  the  ratification  of  the  treaty. 

This  proposal  was,  that,  upon  which  the  explana- 
tions given  you  on  aH  points  noticed  in  your  in- 
structions, and  with  which  you  had  admitted  yourself 
to  be  personally  satisfied,  you  should  give  the  so- 
lemn promise,  in  the  name  of  your  sovereign,  which 
by  your  note  of  the  19th  ultimo,  you  had  declared 
yourself  authorised  to  pledge;  that  the  ratification 
should  be  given  immediately  upon  the  arrival  ot 
your  messenger  at  Madrid,  which  promise,  the  pre- 
sident consented  so  far  to  receive,  as  to  submit  the 
questions  for  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  senate 
of  tlte  United  States,  whether  the  ratification  of 
Spain  should,  under  tliese  circumstances,  be  ac- 
cepted in  exchange  for  that  of  the  United  States 
lieretofore  given.  Cut,  the  president  has,  with 
great  regret,  perceived,  by  your  note  of  the  5th 
instant,  that  you  decline  giving  even  that  uncon- 
ditional promise,  upon  two  allegations;  one,  that, 
altliough  tiic  explanations  given  you  on  one  of  the 
points  mendoned  in  your  note  of  the  14th  ultimo, 
are  satisfactory  to  yourself,  and  you  hope  and  be- 
lieve will  prove  so  to  your  sovereign,  they  still 
were  not  sucli  as  you  M’’ere  authorised  by  your  in- 
structions to  accept;  and  the  other,  that  you  are 
informed  a great  change  has  recently  occurred  in 
the  government  of  Spain,  which  circumstance 
ALONE  would  prevent  you  from  giving  a furtlicr  lati- 


tude to  your  promise,  previous  to  your  receiving 
new  instructions. 

It  becomes,  therefore,  indispensably  necessary 
to  shew  tile  absolute  obligation  by  which  his  catho- 
lic majesty  was*  bound  to  ratify  tlie  treaty,  within 
the  term  stipulated  by  one  of  its  articles,  that  the 
reasons  alleged  for  his  witholding  the  ratification 
are  altogether  insufficient  for  the  justification  of 
that  measure,  and  that  the  United  States  have  suf- 
fered by  it  the  violation  of  a perfect  right,  for  which 
they  are  justly  entitled  to  indemnity  and  satisfac- 
tion; a right  further  corroborated  by  the  consider- 
ation that  the  refusal  of  ratification  necessarily  in- 
cluded the  non-fulfilment  of  another  compact  be- 
tween the  parties  which  hkd  been  I’atified — the 
convention  of  August,  1802. 

Wiiile  regretting  the  necessity  of  producing 
this  proof,  I willingly  repeat  the  expression  of  my 
satisfaction  at  being  relieved  from  that  of  enlarg- 
ing upon  other  topics  of  an  unpleasant  character. 
I shall  allude  to  none  of  those,  upon  which  you 
have  admitted  the  explanations  given  to  be  satisfac- 
tory, considering  them  as  no  longer  subjects  of  dis- 
cussion between  us  or  our  governments.  I shall 
with  pleasure  forbear  noticing  any  remarks  in  your 
notes  concerning  them,  which  might  otherwise  re- 
quire animadversion. 

With  the  view  of  confining  this  letter  to  the  only 
point  upon  which  further  observation  is  necessary, 
it  will  be  proper  to  state  the  present  aspect  of  the 
relations  between  the  contracting  parties. 

The  treaty  of  22d  February,  19  V9,  was  signed 
after  a succession  of  negociations  of  nearly  twenty 
years’  duration,  in  which  all  the  causes  of  differ- 
ence between  the  two  nations  had  been  thorough- 
ly discussed;  and  with  a final  admission  on  the  part 
of  Spain,  that  there  were  existing  just  claims  on  her 
government,  at  least  to  the  amount  of  five  millions 
of  dollars,  due  to  citizens  of  the  United  States,  and 
for  the  payment  of  which  provision  was  made  by 
the  treaty.  It  was  signed  % a minister,  who  had 
been  several  years  residing  in  the  United  States, 
in  constant  and  unremitted  exertions  to  maintain 
tlie  interests  and  pretensions  of  Spain  involved 
in  the  negociation. — Signed  after  producing  a full 
power,  by  which,  in  terms  as  solemn  and  as  sacred 
as  the  hand  of  a sovereign  can  subscribe,  his  catho- 
lie  majesty  had  promised  to  approve,  ratify,  and 
fulfil,  whatever  should  be  stipulated  and  signed 
by  him 

You  will  permit  me  to  repeat,  that,  by  every 
principle  of  natural  right,  and  by  the  universal 
assent  of  civilized  nations,  nothing  can  release  the 
honor  of  a sovereign  from  the  obligation  of  a pro- 
mise thus  unqualified,  without  the  proof  tliat  his 
minister  has  signed  stipulations  unwarranted  by 
his  instructions.  The  express  authority  of  two  of 
the  two  most  eminent  writers  upon  national  law, 
to  this  point  were  cited  in  Mr.  Forsyth’s  letter  of 
2d  Oct.  1819,  to  the  duke  of  San  Fernando.  The 
words  of  Vattei  are  “But,  to  refuse,  with  honor, 
to  ratify  that  which  has  been  concluded  in  virtue 
of  a full  power,  the  sovereign  must  have  strong 
and  solid  reasons  for  it;  and  particularly  he  must  show 
that  his  minister  has  transcended  his  instructions.”* 
The  words  of  Martens  are:  “Every  thing  that  has 

been  stipulated  by  an  agent,  in  conformity  to  his 

*“Mais  pour  refuser  avec  honeur  de  ratifier,  ce 
qui  a ete  conclunen  vertu  d’un  plein  pouvoir,  il 
faut  que  le  souverain  en  aitde  fortes  et  solides  rai- 
sons, et  qu’il  fasse  voir  en  particulier,  que  son  mi- 
nistre  s’est  ecarte  de  ses  instructions.” 

Liv.  2,  ch.  12.  ^ 156. 
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full  uowevs  oug-ht  to  becopne  oblij,^atory  tor  the 
stutc,  from  the  moment  of  signing,  without  ever 
waiting  for  the  ratification.  However,  not  to  ex- 
pose  a state  to  the  errors  of  a single  person,  it  is  now 
become  a general  maxim,  that  public  conventions 
do  not  become  obligatory,  until  ratified.  The  motive 
of  this  custom  clearly  proves  that  the  ratification 
can  never  be  refused  with  justice,  except  when  he 
who  is  charged  with  the  negociation,  keeping 
•ivithin  the  extent  of  his  public  full  powers,  has 
gone  beyond  his  secret  instructions,  and  conse- 
quently rendered  himsell  liable  to  punishment;,  or 
when  the  other  party  refuses  to  ratify.”!  yo'ir 
letter  of  the  24th  ultimo,  yon  observe  that  these 
positions  have  already  been  refuted  by  your  gov- 
ernment, which  makes  it  necessary  to  enquire,  as  I, 
with  great  reluctance  do,  how  they  have  been 
refuted? 

1 he  duke  of  San  Fernando,  in  his  reply  to  this 
letter  of  Mr.  Forsy  h,  say^,  maintains,  and  repeats, 
*‘that  the  very  authorities  cited  by  Mr.  Forsyth, 
literally  declare,  that  the  sovereign,  for  strong  and 
solid  reasons,  or,  if  his  minister  has  exceeded  bis 
instructions,  may  refuse  his  ratification,  [\attel, 
book  2 chap.  12.]  and  that  public  treaties  are  not 
obligatory  until  rat  fied  ” [Martens,  book  2,  chap. 
3,  see  note.]  In  these  citations,  the  duke  of  San 
Fernando  has  substituted  for  the  connective  term 
and  in  Vattel,  which  makes  the  prool' of  instructions 
transcended  indispensable  to  justify  the  re  fusal  of 
ratification,  the  disjunctive  term  or,  wliich  presents 
it  as  an  alternative,  and  unnecessary,  on  the  con- 
tingency of  other  existing  strong  and  solid  reasons. 
Vattel  says  the  sovereign  must  have  strong  and 
solid  reasons,  and  particularly  must  show  that  the 
minister  transcended  his  instructions.  The  duke 
of  an  Fernando  makes  him  say,  the  sovereign 
must  have  strong  and  solid  reasons,  or  if  his  minis- 
ter has  exceeded  his  instructions  Vattel  not  only 
makes  the  breach  of  instructions  indispensable,  but 
puts  upon  the  sovereign  the  obligation  of  proving 
it  The  duke  of  San  Fernando  cites  Vattel,  not 
only  as  admitting  that  other  reasons,  without  a 
breach  of  instructions,  may  justify  a refusal  of  ra- 
tification, but  that  the  mere  fact  of  such  a breach 
Would  also  justify  the  refusal,  without  requiring 
that  the  sovereign  alledging  should  prove  it. 

Is  this  refutation? 

The  only  observation  that  I shall  permit  myself 
upon  it,  is  to  mark  how  conclusive  the  authority  of 
the  passage  in  Vattel  must  have  been  to  the  mind  of 
him,  who  thus  transformed  it  to  the  purpose  for 
which  he  was  contending.  The  citation  from  Mar- 
tens receives  the  same  treatment.  The  duke  of 
San  Fernando  takes  by  itself  a part  of  a sentence, 
*‘that  public  treaties  are  not  obligatory  uu<il  rati- 
fied.” He  omits  the  preceeding  sentence,  by  which 
Martens  asserts,  that  a treaty,  signed  in  conformity 

!“Ce  qui  a ete  stipule  par  un  suhalterne,  en  con- 
formite  de  son  plein  pouvoir,  clevient  a la  rigueur 
obligatoire  pour  la  nation  du  moment  meme  de  la 
signature  sans  que  la  ratification  soit  necessaire. 
Cepqndant  pour  ne  pas  abandonner  le  sort  des  Etats 
aux  erreurs  d’un  seiil,  il  a ete  introduit  par  un  usage 
generalement  reconnu,  que  les  conventions  pub- 
liques  nedeviennent  obligatoires,  que  lors  quelles 
ont  ete  ratifices.  Le  motif  de  cet  usage  indique 
assez  qu’on  ne  pputy  provoquer  avec  justice,  que 
lorsque  cebli  qui  est  charge  des  affaires  de  F elat, 
en  se  tenant  dans  les  bornes  de  son  plein  pouvoir 
public,  a franchi  celle,  de  son  instruction  secrette 
et  pue  par  consequent  il  s’est  rendu  punissable.” 


to  full  powers,  is  in  rigor  obligatory  from  the  mo» 
ment  of  signature,  witliout  watmg  tor  the  ratifica- 
tion. He  omits  the  part  of  the  sentence  cited 
which  ascribes  the  necessity  of  a ratification  to 
an  usage  founded  upon  tlie  danger  of  exposing  a 
state  to  the  errors  of  its  minister.  He  omits  the  fol- 
lowing sentence  which  explicitly  asserts  that  this 
usage  can  never  be  resorted  to,  in  justification  of 
a refusal  to  ratify,  unless  when  the  minister  has  ex- 
ceeded his  secret  instructions;  and  thus,  witb  this 
half  of  a sentence,  stripped  of  all  its  qualifying 
context,  the  duke  brings  Martens  to  assert  that, 
which  he  most  explicitly  denies. 

Is  this  refutation? 

While  upon  this  subject,  permit  me  to  refer  you 
to  another  passage  of  Vattel,  which  I the  more  rea- 
dily cite,  because,  independent  of  its  weight  as  au- 
thority, it  places  this  obligation  of  sovereigns  upob 
its  immoveable  foundation  of  eternal  justice  in  tlie 
law  of  nature.  “It  is  shown  by  the  law  of  nature, 
that  he  who  has  made  a promise  to  any  one,  has 
conferred  upon  him  the  true  right  to  require  the 
thing  promised;  and  that,  consequently,  not  to 
keep  a perfect  promise,  is  to  violate ‘the  right  of 
another;  and  is  as  manifest  injustice,  astliat  of  de- 
priving a person  of  his  properiy.  All  the  tranquili- 
ty, the  happiness,  and  security,  of  the  human  race, 
rests  on  justice;  on  the  obligation  of  paying  a regard 
to  the  rights'of  others.  'Fhe  respect  of  others  for 
ourrigijts  of  domain  and  property  constitutes  the 
security  of  our  actual  possessions.  The  taith  of 
promises  is  our  security  for  the  things  tiiat  cannot 
be  delivered  or  executed  on  tlie  spot.  There 
would  be  no  more  security,  no  longer  any  commerce^ 
between  mankind,  did  they  not  believe  themselves 
obliged  to  preserve  their  faith  and  keep  their  word. 
This  obligation  is  then  as  necessary,  as  it  is  natural 
and  indubitable  between  the  nations  that  live  to- 
gether in  a state  of  nature,  and  acknowledge  no 
superior  upon  earth,  to  maintain  order  ajid  ])eace 
in  their  society.  Nations  and  their  conductors 
ought  then  to  keep  their  promises  and  tlieir  trea- 
ties inviolable.  This  great  truth,  though  too  often 
neglected  in  practice^  is  generally  acknowledged  by 
all  nations.”* 

The  melancholy  allusion  to  the  frequent  practi- 
cal neglect  of  this  unquestionable  principle,  would 

*«On  demontre  en  droit  naturel,  que  celui  qu^ 
promet  a queiquhin  lui  confere  un  veritable  droit 
d^exiger  la  chose  promise;  et  que  par  consequent, 
ne  point  garded  une  promesse  parfaite,  e’est  violer 
le  droit  d’autrui,  e’est  une  injustice,  aussi  manifeste, 
que  celle  de  depouiller  quelqu’un  de  son  bien  — • 
Toute  la  tranquillite,  le  bonheur  et  la  surete  du 
genre  humain  reposent  sur  la  justice,  sur  Fohliga- 
tion  de  respecter  les  droits  d’autrui.  Le  respect 
dcs  autres  pour  nos  droits  de  domaine  et  de  pvopri- 
ete,  fait  la  surete  de  nos  possessions  aetuelles;  la 
foi  des  promesses  est  notre  garant  pour  les  choses 
qui  ne'puevent  etre  livrees  ou  executees  sur  le 
champ.  Plus  de  surete,  plus  de  commerce,  entre 
les  hommes  s’ils  ne  se  croient  point  obliges  de  gar- 
der  la  foi,  de  tenir  leur  parole.  Cette  obligation 
est  done  aussi  necessaire,  qu’elie  estnaturelle  et  in- 
dubitable, entre  les  nations  qui  vivent  ensemble 
dans  Petat  de  nature,  et  qui  ne  connaissent  ])oint 
de  superieursur  la  terre,  pour  maintenir  Pordre  et 
la  paix  dans  luersociete.  Les  nations  et  leurs  con- 
ducteurs  doivent  done  g'arder  invioiablement  Juer 
promesses,  et  luer  traites.  Cette  grande  verite 
quoique  trop  souvent  negligee,  dans  la  pratique , 
est  generalement  rcconnue  de  tonics  les  nations.'* 
X7V.  2,- C/z.  12,  §16;... 
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afford  a sufficient  supply  to  your  assertion  that  the 
ratification  of  treaties  has  often  been  refused, 
♦hough  signed  by  ministers  with  unqualified  full 
powers,  and  without  breach  of  their  instructions 
No  case  can  be  cited  by  you  in  wliich  such  a refusal 
lias  been  justly  given;  and  the  fact  of  refusal,  sepa- 
rate from  the  justice  of  the  case,  amounts  to  no 
more  than  the  assertion  that  s vereigns  have  often 
violated  their  enga^g’ements  and  their  duties:  the 
obligation  of  his  catholic  majesty  to  ratify  the  trea- 
ty signed  by  Mr.  Onis  is  therefore  complete. 

']  he  sixteenth  and  last  article  of  this  treaiy  is  in  the 
following  words.  “The  present  treaty  shall  be  rati- 
fied, in  due  form,  by  the  contracting  parties,  and 
tlie  ratifications  shall  be  exchanged  in  six  months 
from  this  time,  or  soever,  if  possible?*  On  the  faith 
of  his  catholic  majesty’s  promise,  the  treaty  was,  im- 
mediately after  its  signature,  ratified,  on  the  part 
of  the  United  States,  and,  on  the  18th  of  May,  fol- 
lowing, Mr.  Forsyth,  by  an  official  note,  informed 
the  marquis  of  Casa  Yrujo,  then  minister  of  foreign 
iiffairs,  at  Madrid,  that  the  treaty,  duly  ratified  by 
the  United  States,  had  been  entrusted  to  him  by 
the  president,  and  that  he  was  prepared  to  ex- 
change it  for  the  ratification  of  Spain.  He  added 
that, from  the  nature  of  the  engagement,  it  was  de- 
sirable that  the  earliest  exchange  should  be  made, 
and  that  the  American  ship  of  war  Hornet  was 


its  wrongs,  than  to  the  courtesies  of  European  di- 
plomacy; nothing  had  till  then  occured  which  could 
have  restrained  your  government  from  asking  of 
liim  any  explanation  which  could  be  necessary  for 
fixing  its  determination  upon  the  ratification:  no  ex- 
planation was  asked  of  him. 

Nearly  two  months  afterwards,  on  the  10th  of 
August,  Mr  Forsyth  was  informed,  that  the  king 
would  not  come  to  a final  decision  upon  the  ratifica- 
tion without  previously  entering  into  several  e.r/i/a- 
nations  with  the  government  of  the  U.  States,  to 
some  of  which  that  government  had  given  rise,  and 
that  his  majesty  had  charged  a person, possessed  of 
his  full  confidence,  who  would  Jorthivith  make 
known  to  the  United  States  his  majesty’s  inten- 
tions. Mr.  Forsyth  offered  himself  to  give  every 
explanation  which  could  be  jtistly  required;  but 
your  governmnnt  declined  receiving  them  from, 
liim,  assigningto  him  the  shortness  of  the  time;  a. 
reason  altogether  different  from  that  which  yon 
now  allege,  of  the  disrespectful  character  of  his 
communications. 

From  the  10th  of  August  till  the  14th  of  the  last 
month,  a period  of  more  than  eight  months  passed 
over,  during  which  no  information  was  given  by 
your  government  of  the  nature  of  the  explanations 
which  would  be  required.  The  government  of  the 
United  States,  by  a forbearance  perhaps  unexam.- 


waiting  in  the  harbor  of  Cadi?.,  destined,  in  a few  * pled  in  human  history,  has  patiently  waited  for 
days,  to  the  United  States,  and  affording  an  oppor-  your  arrival,  always  ready  to  give,  in  candor  and 
tunity,  peculiarly  convenient,  of  transmitting  the  ; sincerity,  every  explanation  that  could,  with  any 
ratified  treaty  to  the  United  States.  | propriety,  be  demanded.  What  then,  must  have 

No  answer  having  been  returned  to  tliis  note,  on  been  the  sentiments  of  the  president,  upon  find-, 
the  4th  of  June,  Mr.  Forsyth  addressed,  to  the  ; ing,  by  your  note  of  the  14th  ultimo,  that,  instead 
same  minister,  a second;  urging,  in  the  most  vq-\  of  explanations,  his  catholic  majesty  has  instructed 
spectful  term.s,  the  necessity  of  the  departure  of  you  to  demand  the  negociatioii  of  another  treaty. 


the  Hornet,  the  just  expectation  of  the  United 
States  tliat  the  ratified  treaty  would  be  transmitted 
by  that  vessel,  and  the  disappointment  which 
could  not  fail  to  ensue  should  she  return  without  it. 

After  fifteen  days  of  further  delay,  on  the  19th 
of  June,  Mr.  Forsyth  was  informed,  by  a note  from 
Mr.  Salmon,  successor  to  the  marquis  of  Casa  Yru- 
jo, that  “his  majesty,  on  reflecting  on  the  great 
importance  and  interest  of  the  treaty  in  question, 
was  under  the  indispensable  necessity  of  examining- 
it  with  the  greatest  caution  and  deliberation  before 
he  proceeded  to  ratify  it,  and  that  this  was  all  he 
was  enabled  to  communicate  to  Mr.  Forsyth  on 
that  point  ” 

Thus,  after  the  Lapse  of  more  than  a month  from 
the  time  of  Mr.  Forsyth’s  first  note,  and  of  more 
than  two  months  from  the  time  when  your  govern- 
ment had  received  the  treaty,  with  knowledge  that 
it  had  been  ratified  by  the  United  States,  the  rati- 
fication of  a treaty  wliich  his  catholic  majesty  had 
solemnly  promised,  so  that  it  might  be  exchanged 
within  six  months  from  the  date  of  its  signature,  or 
sooner,  if  possible,  was  withheld  merely  to  give 
time  to  ills  catholic  majesty  to  exu'^dneiU  and  this 
treaty  was  the  result  of  a twenty  year’s  negociation 
in  whicli  every  article  and  subject  contained  in  it 
had  been  deb.ated  and  sifted  to  the  utmo.st  satiety 
between  the  parties,  botli  at  Washington  and  Ma- 
drid—a  treaty,  in  vviilch  tlie  stipulations,  by  the 
Spanish  minister,  had  been  sanctioned  by  succes- 
sive references,  of  every  point,  to  his  own  govern- 
ment, and  were,  by  tiie  formal  admission  of  your 
own  note,  fully  within  the  compass  of  his  instruc- 
tions. 

If,  under  the  feeling  of  such  a procedure  on  the 
part  . of  the  Spanish  government,  the  minister  of 
tke  United  States  appealed  to  tlie  just  rights  of  his 


and  to  call  upon  the  United  States  for  stipulations 
derogatory  to  their  honor,  and^  incompatible  with 
their  duties  as  an  independent  nation.?  What  must 
be  the  feelings  of  this  nation  to  learn  that,  when 
called  upon  to  state  whether  you  were  the  bearer 
ofhiS  catholic  majesty’s  ratification  of  the  treaty,  to 
be  exchanged  upon  the  explanations  demanded 
being  given,  you  explicitly  answered,  that  you 
were  not?  and,  when  required  to  say  whether  you 
are  authorized,  as  a substitute  for  the  ratification, 
to  give  the  pledge  of  immediate  possession  of  the 
territory,  from  whicli  the  acknowledged  just  claims 
of  the  citizens  of  the  United  States  were  stipulated 
to  be  indemnified,  you  still  answer  that  you  are  not; 
but  refer  us  back  to  a solemn  promise  of  the  kingj 
already  pledged  before  in  the  full  power  to  your 
predecessor,  and  to  a ratification  as  soon  as  possible 
already  stipulated  in  vain  by  the  treaty  which  he, 
in  full  conformity  to  his  instructions,  had  signed? 

The  ratification  of  that  treaty  can  now  no  longer 
be  accepted  by  this  government,  without  the  con- 
currence of  a constitutional  majority  of  the  senate 
of  the  United  States,  to  whom  it  must  be  again  re- 
ferred. Yet  even  this  promise  you  were,  by  my 
letter  of  the  3d  instant,  informed  that,  rather  than 
abandon  the  last  hope  of  obtaining  the  fulfilment  of 
his  catholic  majesty’s  promise  already  given,  the 
president  would,  so  far  as  was  constitutionally  with- 
in his  power,  yet  accept. 

The  assurances  which  you  had  given  me,  in  the 
first  personal  conference  between  us,  of  your  entire 
satisfaction  with  the  explanations  given  you  upon 
ft//the  ])oints  on  which  you  had  been  instructed  to 
ask  them,  would  naturally  have  led  to  the  expeota- 
tion  that  the  promise  which  you  was  autliorized  to 
give  would,  at  least,  not  be  withlield.  From  your 
letter  of  the  5th  instant,  however,  it  appears  that 


country  in  expressions  suited  more  to  the  sense  ofj  no  discretion  has  been  left  you,  to  pledge  even  his 
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Hiaiesty’s  promise  of  ratification,  in  the  event  of 
your  being  yourself  satisfied  with  the  explanations 
upon  all  the  points  desired.  1 hat  the  only  promise 
you  cun  give  is  conc{i^io7ialf  and  tJie  condition  a 
point  upon  whicli  your  government,  when  they 
prescribed  it,  could  not  but  know  it  was  impossible 
that  the  tJnited  States  should  comply—a  condition 
incompatible  with  their  independence,  their  neu- 
trality, their  justice,  and  their  honor. 

ft  was,  aiso,  a condition  which  his  catholic  majes- 
ty had  not  the  sliadow  of  a ri^htto  prescribe.  The 
treaty  liad  been  signed  by  Mr.  Onis,  WJth  a full 
knowledge  that  no  such  engagement  as  that  con- 
templated by  it  would  ever  be  acceded  to  by  the 
American  government,  and  after  long  and  unweari- 
ed efforts  to  obtain  it.  The  differences  between 
the  United  States  and  Spain  had  no  connection  with 
the  war  between  Spain  and  Houth  America.  The 
object  of  the  treaty  was  to  settle  the  boundaries, 
and  adjust  and  provide  for  the  claims  between 
your  nation  and  ours;  and  Spain,  at  no  time,  could 
have  a right  to  require  that  any  stipulation  con- 
cerning the  contest  betw'een  her  and  her  colonies 
should  be  connected  with  it.  As  his  catholic  ma- 
jesty could  not  justly  require  it,  during  the  nego- 
ciation  of  that  treaty,  still  less  could  it  afford  a jus- 
tification for  withholding  his  promised  ratification 
after  it  was  concluded. 

The  proposal  which,  at  a prior  period,  had  been 
made  by  the  government  of  the  United  States  to 
:?ome  of  the  principal  powers  of  Europe,  for  a le- 
cognition,  in  concert,  of  the  independence  of  Iki- 
enos  Ayres,  was  founded,  as  I have  observed  to 
you,  upon  an  opinion  then  and  still  entertained, 
that  this  recognition  must,  and  would,  at  no  very 
remote  period,  be  made  by  Spain  herself;  that  the 
joint  acknowledgment  by  several  of  the  principal 
powers  of  the  world,  at  the  same  time,  might  pro- 
bably induce  Spain  the  sooner  to  accede  to  that  ne- 
cessit}^,  in  v^hich  she  must  ultimately  acquiesce, 
and  would  thereby  hasten  an  event  propitious  to 
her  own  interests,  by  terminating  a strug'gle  in 
'which  she  is  wasting  her  strength  and  resources 
without  a possibility  of  success;  an  event  ardently 
to  be  desired  by  everyfriend  of  humanity,  afiiicted 
by  the  continual  horrors  of  a war,  cruel  and  san- 
guinary almost  beyond  example;  an  event,  not  only 
desirable  to  the  unhappy  p'eopie  who  are  suffering 
the  complicated  distresses  and  caLimities  of  this 
war,  but  to  all  the  nations  having  relations  of  amity 
and  of  commerce  with  them.  I his  proposal,  found- 
ed upon  such  motives,  far  from  giving  to  Spain  the 
Tight  to  claim  of  the  United  States  an  engagement 
not  to  recognise  the  South  \merican  governments, 
ought  to  have  been  considered  by  Spain  as  a proof 
at  once  of  the  moderation  and  discretion  of  the 
United  States;  as  evidence  of  their  disposition  to 
discard  all  selfish  or  exclusive  views  in  tlie  adop- 
tion of  a measure  which  they  deemed  wise  and 
just  in  itself,  but  most  likely  to  prove  efficacious 
by  a common  adoption  of  it.  In  a spirit  entirely  pa- 
cific, in  concert  with,  other  nations,  rather  than  by 
a precipitate  resort  to  it,  on  the  part  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  alone 

'file  conditional  promise,  therefore,  now  offered 
by  you,  instead  of  tiie  positive  one  wlticli  you  have 
declared  yourself  authorised  to  give,  cannot  be  ac- 
cepted by  the  president;  and  I am  constrained  to 
observe  that  he  can  consider  the  procedure  of  your 
government,  in  thus  providing  you  with  powers 
and  instructions  utterly  inefficient  for  the  conclusion 
of  the  negociation  with  which  you  are  charged,  in 
no  other  light  than  as  proceeding-  from  a determi- 
tT-aUon_,  o;?  its  slill  to.  protTJtct  atid,  baffle  its 


final  successful  issue.  Under  these  circumstances, 
he  deems  it  bis  duty  to  submit  the  correspondence 
whicli  has  passed  between  us,  ^.ince  your  arrival,  to 
the  consideration  of  the  congress  of  the  United 
States,  to  whom  it  will  belong  to  decide  how  far 
the  United  Stales  can  yet,  consistently  with  their 
duties  to  themselves,  and  the  rights  of  their  citi- 
2ens,  authorise  the  further  delay  requested  in  your 
note  of  the  5th  instant, 

in  the  conclusion  of  that  note, you  have  remarked, 
alluding  to  a great  change  which  appears  to  have 
taken  place,  since  your  departure  from  Niadrid,  in 
the  government  of  Spain,  that  this  circumstance 
alone  would  impose  on  you  the  obligation  of  giving 
no  (greater  latitude  to  your  promise  pi’cvious  to  your 
receiving  new  instructions,  if  I liave  understood 
you  right,  your  intention  is  to  remark,  that  tiiis  cir- 
cumstance alone  would  restrain  you,  in  any  event, 
from  giving,  without  new  instructions,  the  uncon- 
ditional promise  of  ratification,  wluch,  in  a former 
note,  you  had  declared  yourself  authorised,  m the 
name  of  your  sovex’eign,  to  give.  1 his  seems  to  be 
equivalent  to  a declaration,  that  you  consider  your 
powers  themselves,  in  the  extent  to  which  they 
were  entrusted  to  you,  as  suspended  by  the  events 
to  which  y ou  thus  refer.  If  I am  mistaken  in  takmg 
this  as  your  meaning,  will  you  have  the  goodness  to 
inform  me  how  far  you  do  consider  your  powers 
affected  by  the  present  state  of  your  information 
from  Spain.? 

Please  to  accept  the  assurance  of  my  distinguisji- 
ed  consideration,  JOHN  QUINCY  ADAMS. 

mMr.  Gallatin  to  the  secretary  oj  state. 

Paths,  February  15,  1820. 

Sb — General  Vives,  the  new  minister  of  Spain  to  the  United 
States,  arrived  at  Pai  isoa  the  I U!i  instant,  and  1-fi  it  on  tiie  Mth 
for  LojuIom,  with  the  inte  ntion  to  embark  at  Liverpool  in  the  New 
York  p'»eket,  which  will  sail  on  ih?  1st  clay  of  March. 

Mr.  Pastpiier,  after  having  seen  him,  invited  nn-  to  an  interview 
on  the  12th,  ami  said  that  he  was  is»  hopt  s that  tlie  differences  might 
still  be  adjusted.  General  Vives  had  told  him  that  the  principal 
points  with  Spain  were,  that  the  honor  of  the  crown  should  be 
saved  (mis  a convert)  in  the  business  of  t!ie  grants,  and  to  receive 
satisfactory  evidence  of  our  intention  to  preserve*  a fair  neutrality 
in  the  colonial  war.  Mr.  Pasqnier  bad  observed  to  him  that  it 
would  be  a matter  of  deep  regret  that  private  interest  should 
prevent  the  conclusion  of  such  an  important  arrangement,  and 
that,  when  it  was  clear,  that  there  had  been  at  least  a misuiuier- 
standiug  on  the  subject,  the  king’s  dignity  could  not  he  injured  by 
a resi;  uioii  of  the  grants,  or  by  an  e.'ichange  for  other  lands: 
He  seemed  to  tlrink  that  this  would  be  arranged,  and  asked  me 
what  I thought  we  could  do  respecting  the  other  point.  I an- 
swered that  the  fullest  reliance  might  he  placed  on  the  fairness  of 
our  neutraiiiy,  and  that  I was  really  at  a loss  to  know  what  could 
he  added  to  the  measures  the  United  States  had  already  miopted 
to  enforce  it.  Mr.  Pasquier  gave  me  to  understand  that,  if  there 
was  any  defect,  however  trifling,  in  o«r  laws,  and  that  was  amend- 
ed, it  v/ould  probably  be  sufRcient  to  s.atisfy  ihe  pride  of  Spain, 
as  there  now'  appeared  a real  desire  to  ratify,  provided  it  could  be 
done  without  betraying  a glaring  inconsistency.  He  had  expres- 
sed togenerut  Vivts  his  opinion  of  the  impropriety  of  asking  from 
th«f  United  Statesaiiy  promise  not  to  recognize  the  indepemience 
of  the  insurgent  colonies,  and  had  told  him  that, on  that  subject, 
Sjiain  could  only  rt?ly  on  the  moral  effect  which  a solemn  treaty, 
acemumodi'aing  ail  her  difFerences  with  the  United  States,  ivouhl 
have  on  their  future  proceedings. 

I expressed  my  hope  that  the  explanations  which  general  Vives 
was  iustriicted  to  give  on  the  subject  of  the  grants,  and  to  ask  on 
that  of  our  neutrality,  might  he  such  to  remove  all  the  existing 
difficulties.  But  it  \vas  most  important  that  he  should  arrive  in 
the  United  States  before  the  adjounnuent  of  congress,  and  that 
lie  sliouhl  be  the  bearer  of  the  king’s  ratificafiori  of  ihs  treaty,  so 
that,  if  every  thing  was  arranged,  those  ratlficatious  might  be  at 
wuee  exchanged  at  Washingio.i,  If  that  was  n<-'t  done,  the  presi- 
dent would  have  no  more  s'-curi'y  that  the  king  would  ratify  ge- 
n.  ra!  Vives’  vtmn  Mr.  Onis’  acts;  and  it  was  impossible  to  sup- 
pose tliat  he  would  run  the  risk  of  a srcomi  dis.appointnient.  This 
observation  forcibly  struck  Mr.  Pasquier,  who  said  that  he  would 
make  further  euquirits  on  that  point. 

I sasv,  the  sauie  eV'-ning.  (lie  S(ianish  ambassador  at  this  court, 
and,  in  the  course  o(  a short  couver  .ation.  he  suggested  that  the 
grants  in  dispute  might  beset  aside,  the  grantees  not  having  ful- 
fiiled  certain  conditions  or  fbrruaiities;  and,  after  acknowledging 
that  geiieral  Vives  was  not  Uie  bearer  of  the  king’s,  raiificatioi', 
he  hinted  that  he  w'as  authorised  to  give  tiie  United  States  satisfac- 
tory security  that  Spain  woujd  fulfil  her  engagements. 

On  the  13th  I dined  at  the  minister  of  fbri  ign  affairs  with  gene- 
ra} ViYt'b  who  repeatet'  W me  rn  sabsttui-ct  wliut  he  Lad  said  to 
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IMr.  Pasquier.  I told  him  that  thb  president  would  judge  of  the 
explaoatious  ha  had  to  give  on  the  subject  of  the  grants;  that  he 
might  rely  on  the  determination  of  the  United  States  to  preserve 
their  neutrality,  and  not  loss  on  the  manner  in  which  the  laws 
for  enforcing  it  were  executed,  than  on  the  tenor  of  those  laws, 
whidi,  I observetl,  were,  and  had  always  been,  m<»re  full  and  effi- 
cient than  those  of  eiihor  England  or  France  on  the  same  subject; 
that  I could  iiot  say  whathor  tho  question  of  recognizing  the 
independence  of  the  insurgent  colonies  would  be  agitated  during 
tile  present  session  of  congress,  liut  that,  if  it  was,  the  decision 
•would  probably  hava  taken  place  before  his  arrival. 

I tlion  repeated  what  I had  said  to  Mr.  Pasquior,  respecting  the 
jmportauce  of  his  being  authorised  to  exchange  the  ratifications  of 
the  treaty.  Heanswared,  that,  although  he  was  not,  he  could,  in 
case  of  an  arrangetnent,  give  satisfactory  security  to  the  United 
States,  ami  that  it  would  consist  in  consenting  that  they  should 
take  inm^ediate  possession  of  Florida,  without  waiting  lor  the  ra- 
tification of  the  treaty. 

Ot-neral  Vives  reputed,  in  the  course  of  the  evening,  the  same 
thing  to  Mr.  Pasquier,  with  whom  I had  .afterwards  a short  con- 
versation on  the  subject.  He  seemed  extremely  astonishs-d,  that 
the  Spanish  government  should  have  adopted^that  coarse  ratliev 
chan  to  anthorise  their  miIl^st^•r  to  exchange  at  once  the  ratifica- 
tions. Since,  however,  the  measure  they  proposed  coincided  with 
the  views  of  the  president, as  stated  in  his  message,  and  would,  at 
all  events,  prevent  a rtiptur*,  we  both  agreed  that  no  time  should 
be  lost  in  cotamuaieatiiig  to  you  general  Vives’  dedaratious. 

£ have  the  honor  to  be,  &c.  ALBERT  GALLATIN. 


j motjv,;s  ol  the  American  government  for  proposing  toothtr  pow« 
ers  to  acknowledge  the  revolted  provinces  of  Spanisli  Ain-rica.Hndl 
iri  exhibiting  them  as  favorable,  not  only  to  suffering  hum^riiy, 
but  to  the  interests  of  Spain  herself,  be  not,  in  the  high- st  th  grce, 
j specious;  for,  if  such  maxims  were  to  be  adopted,  nations  could 
, no  longer  count  upon  the  inUgrity  of  their  possessions,  or  upon 
, tbr  maintenanci*  of  that  mutual  amity  and  good  uudersfai.ding 
j which  It  IS  equally  their  duty  and  their  interest  to  cultivate  in 
I then-  relations  with  each  otin  r. 

I have  the  honor  to  offer  you  anew  the  assurances  of  ;ny  distJn-^ 
guished  consideration;  and  I pray  God  long  to  pr-si-rve  yon. 

, FRANCISCO  DlONIblO  VIVES.' 

Washington^  9th  May,  1820. 

General  don  Francisco  Dionlsio  Vives  to  the  secretary  of  stat^, 

[ IVanslation.j 

Sir:  In  conformity  with  the  orders  I have  this  moment  receivetf 
fi-om  my  government,  I have  the  honor  to  inform  you,  that  his 
mholic  majesty  hath  sworr>  to  tUt  political  constitution  of  the 
Spanish  monarchy,  as  sanctioned  by  the  extimardinary  cortes  in 
IS  12,  and  to  enclose  a printed  copy  uf  his  majesty’s  manifest  to  . 
thy  nnUoD— tor  the  purpose  of  giving  the  president  a just  view  of 
the  noble  ^rid  generous  sentiments  which  actuate  the  august  mind 
of  the  king. 

Pieasi*  to  accept  the  renewed  assurances  of  my  perfect  consi* 
deration,  and  niy  wish  that  God  rnay  prese  rve  you  Tiatiy  years. 

FRANCISCO  DIONISIO  VIVES* 

Washington, . lOth  May,  1820. 


Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  flush  to  the  secretary  oj 
state,  dated 

laOisDOff,  February  25,  1820. 

‘'Genei'al  Vjves,  despatched  by  the  king  of  Spain  on  a mission 
to  thv  United  States,  is  now  here  on  his  transit  to  our  country.  I 
have  not  been  able  to  comiuanJ  the  opportunity  of  an  interview 
with  him.  It  may  be  more  acceptable  to  tho  government  to  hear 
what  lord  Castlereagh  told  me,  who  has  seen  Jiim.  This  was,  that 
he  did  not  fail  to  say  to  him  every  thing  of  a healing  nature,  as  be- 
tween the  United  States  and  Spain.  Mis  lordship  added,  that  he 
still  looked  to  an  accommodation  of  all  the  differences  with  the 
same  wishes  as  formerly.  General  Vives,  it  seems,  mentioned  to 
him  that  he  was  not  without  a hope  of  producing  a conviction, on 
his  arrival  at  Washington,  that,  as  respects  the  grants  ot  land, 
about  which  such  difficulties  had  arisen  under  the  treaty,  Mc.Onis 
had  gone  too  far  in  his  admissions;  farther  than  facts  would  ba 
found  to  warrant.  I replied,  that  my  government  would  listen  to 
what  he  had  to  advance  on  this  topic.  His  lordship  said  no  more. 
The  gwieral  embarks  from  Liverpool,  for  New  Yorlc,  on  the  first 
of  next  month.  He  will  probably  be  in  tile  ship  that  takes  home 
this  despatch.’^ 

The  follotving  message  and  documents  -were  transmitted 
by  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  both  houses 
of  congress,  on  the  12th  inst. 


[Here  follows  the  proclamation,  publl.shedin  tlis 
present  volume  of  the  Register,  page  176  ] 

General  don  Francisco  Dionisio  Vives  to  the  secretary  of  stater 
[Tran<.l3tion.3 

Sir:  Among  the  documents  transmitted  with  the  president’s 
m»>ssage  to  both  houses  of  congress,  and  published  in  this  day’s 
National  Intelligence,  I have  seen,  w'ith  surprise,  the  letter  of 
Mr.  G.allatin,  stating,  that  I positively  told  him  that  *‘I  could* 
in  case  of  arrangement,  give  satisfactory  security  to  the  United 
States,  and  that  it  would  consist  in  constnting  that  they  should 
take  immediate  possesion  of  Florida,  without  waiting  for  tb-  rati- 
fication of  tbetrijuty.”  Although  1 have  with  all  frankness  proved; 
lift  my  correspondence  with  you,  that  I had  no  such  authority, and 
that  it  will  not,  under  any  vi^w  which  may  be  taken,  appear  pre- 
sumable, that;!  mad^so  doubtful,  so  useless,  and  inconsiderate  a 
disclosiirixl  request, however,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  commu- 
nicate this  to  the  president,  in  order  that,  by  giving  publicity  to 
this  document,  it  may  be  undsirsfood  that  1 made  no  such  proposal' 
either  to  Mr.  Gallatin  or  to  baron  Pasquier. 

I renew  to  you,  sir,  th*-as3urances  of  my  respect  and  distinguish  = 
ed  consideration;  and  I pray  God  to  preserve  you  ma.ny  years. 

FRANCISCO  DIONISIO  VIVES. 

Jiashingtun,  llth  May,  1820. 


Foreign  Articles. 


To  the  ianate  and  house  of  representatives  of  the  United  States. 

I communicate  to  congress,  translations  of  letters  from  the  mi- 
nister of  Spain  to  the  secretary  of  state,  received  since  my  message 
of  the  9tb  instant.  JAMES  MONROE. 

Washington,  IZtft  May,  1820. 

General  fives  to  the  secretary  of  state. 

[Translation.] 

Sir:  In  answer  to  your  note  of  yesterday’s  date,  I have,  in  the  first 
place,  to  give  you  tin.- explanation  requested  of  me,  of  the  import 
of  my  last  proposal,  and  in  doing  so,  to  repeat,  in  oth.i:r  words,  that 
I am  authorised  solemnly  to  promise  to  this  government  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  treaty  by  his  majesty,  only  in  case  the  third  point  of 
iny  proposals  be  satisfied;  but,  as  the  answer  given  to  this  point  has 
not  neen  such  as  I could,  agreeably  to  my  instructions,  receive  as 
satisfactory,  I cau  by  no  means  commit  myself  by  giving  a greater 
extension  to  my  promise,  than  that  exj>n  ssed  in  my  note. 

My  object  in  intimating  to  you  that,  although  I knew  nothing 
officially,  yet  I considered  as  authentic  the  information  circulating 
of  an  important  change  in  the  govei  nnient  of  Spain, a circumstance 
wliich  would,  of  itself,  effectually  prevent  me  from  giving  greater 
latitude  to  my  promise,  was  to  a)>prise  your  government  that  as,  by 
by  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  1812,  m Spain,  the  powers 
of  the  king  would  be  limited,  it  would  no  longer  depend  on  his 
majesty  alone  to  fulfil  my  solemn  promise,  admitting  that  my  in- 
structions had  empowered  me  to  give  such  a promise;  so  that  my 
sole  motive  for  offering  a remark,  upon  that  topic,  was  to  str.  ngth- 
en  the  grounds  on  which  my  proposal  was  founded;  and,  further, 
to  enable  your  government  so  to  appreciate,  as  no  longer  to  de- 
cline assentiiig  to  it. 

I shall,  on  this  occasion,  wave  all  reply  to  the  arguments  again 
advanced  by  you,  in  extenso.  upon  the  question  of  his  majesty’s 
obligation  to  ratify  the  treaty,  and  confine  myself  to  a single  re- 
mark; namely,  that  all  the  authorities  cited  by  you  lay  down  the 
peace  and  happiness  of  mankind  in  general  and  of  states  and  their 
peiiple  in  particular,  as  a fundamental  principle.  And  having,  in 
my  first  note,  shown  the  notoriously  hostile  disposition  prevailing 
throughout  the  union  towards  the  interests  of  the  Spanish  monar- 
chy, it  necessarily  follows  that,  when  the  objects  of  treaties  are 
not  obtained,  the  ratificalior*  of  that  of  22d  February,  1819,  would, 
in  like  nian..er,  become  illusory;  and,  therefore,  that  his  majesty’s 
motives  for  snspemling  it,  were  found.^d  upon  a competent  view 
of  evident  facts. 

I shail  also  have  it  to  the  general  sense  of  the  reflreting  part  of 
mankind  todecida,  whether  the  reasoning  you  rely  onpn  EUtting  the 


London  dales  of  April  10.  - 
Great  Britain  and  Ireland.  The  elections  are  ge-* 
nerally  over — 457  of  the  old  members  have  been  re- 
elected, 122  new  ones,  and  79  yet  remained  to  be 
chosen — whole  number  658.  The  duke  of  Welling- 
ton has  returned  to  England,  The  king  has  reco- 
vered his  health,  and  it  is  said  that  ho  will  be 
crowned  in  August*.  Cobbett  has  lost  the  election 
at  Coventry,  and  was,  driven  out  of  the  city  by  a 
mob.  Hunt  has  been  bound  over  to  keep  the 
peace  for  six  montlis.  Major  Cartwright  was 
about  to  be  tried  on  charges  similar  to  those  pre- 
ferred against  Hunt!  Great  preparations  were  mak- 
ing for  the  trial  of  Thistle  wood  and  his  associates,- 
The  disturbances  in  Ireland  a e said  to  be  sub- 
siding— but  there  arealarming  accounts  from  Scot- 
land. I'he  papers  are  filled  with  details.  An  ad- 
dress has  been, issued  at  Glasgow,  and  widely  cir- 
culated, calling  upon  the  people  of  England,  Ire- 
land and  Scotland,  to  come  forward  instantly  and 
“eff  ect,  by  force,  if  resisted,  a revolution  in  the  go- 
vertiment  ” This  addrees  professes  to  be  subscrib- 
ed by  order  of  the  committee  of  organization  for 
forming  a provisional  government.  The  people  were> 
also  wanted  to  strike  off  work  on  the  1st  of  \pril, 
and  generally  did  so,  at  Glasgow,  Paisley,  and  the 
neighborhoods.  It  was  estimated  that  60,u00  men 
were  roaming  through  tlie  streets  at  Glasgow,  or 
quartered  in  the  surrounding  villages,  at  one  time, 
'll  sorts  of  business  was  stopped.  Some  of  the 
people  were  armed  with  pikes,  others  were  seeking 
for  muskets,  and  seizing  them  without  the  i.ast 
ceremony,  and  they  were  drilled  in  open  day.  Difs 
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fevenl  parties  of  them  had  attacked  several  houses, 
and  some  of  them  had  been  killed  in  dvflereni  at- 
frays  with  the  troops.  The  military  were  pouring 
in  'from  Edinburg,  Piershill  and  Sterling  Castle  at 
the  latest  dates,  and  it  was  supposed  that  a stop 
would  soon  be  put  to  the  “dreadful  proceeding^* 
of  the  people.  Eleven  of  the  “committee  ot  the 
provisional-government,’*  are  said  to  have  been  ar- 
rested. 

In  £ji^yland  too,  disorder  has  broken  out  a-tresh. 
At  Manchester,  I.eeds,  Huddersfield,  &c.  great  con- 
fusion existed.  Parties  of  the  people  were  armed 
Mdth  pikes.  A general  rising  appears  to  have  been 
concerted.  It  was  to  begin  at  HuddersHeld  and 
Leeds.  At  the  former  the  [mail]  coaclies  were  to 
have  been  stopped,  and  the  town  pillaged.  ^ This 
was  to  be  the  signal  for  a common  effort  in  all  the 
manufacturing  districts — but  the  plan  appears  to 
have  been  defeated  for  the  moment. 

If,  in  either  England,  Ireland  or  Scotland,  a few 
men  of  talents,  who  possessed  the  confidence  of  the 
people,  and  were  endowed  with  courage  and  skill 
to  direct  their  motions,  were  to  come  forward,  the 
materials  for  revolution  would  be  super-abundant 
in  a very  short  time. 

France.  Here  the  seeds  of  revolution  are  deep- 
ly planted.  The  public  mind  is  greatly  excited. 
The  late  arbitrary  laws  for  restricting  the  press 
and  against  personal  liberty,  are  exceedingly  un- 
popular. T he  latter  is,  essentially,  a revival  of  the 
lettrss  de  cachet.  Public  subscriptions  are  making 
for  the  “relief  of  the  victims  of  arbitrary  power**— 
one  of  them  is  headed  by  La  Fayette,  and  other 
distinguished  persons.  The  king  had  been  ill, 
and  it  seems  to  be  felt  that  the  existence  of  the  go- 
vernment depends  upon  the  life  of  tins  poor  old  man. 

Spain.  Though  the  constitution  has  been  pro- 
claimed, the  government  does  not  appear  to  be  set- 
' tied.  It  is  very  possible  that  the  intrigues  of  a stu- 
pid and  knavish  king  and  his  satellites  on  one  hand, 
to  regain  lost  power,  and  the  jealousy  and  zeal  of  j 
those  whom  he  dungeoned  or  banished  for  their  li-  i 
beral  opinions,  on  the  other — may  together  work  a j 
total  change  in  the  dynasty,  if  not  an  abolition  ot  i 
the  monarchy.  Something  of  this  sort  is  going  on, 
foritissaid  that  Mina  has  intercepted  some  des- 1 
patches  from  Madrid,  so  very  important,  that  he  . 
will  only  exhibit  or  deliver  them  to  the  cortes,  1 
who,  by  a royal  ordinance,  are  to  assemble  on  the 
9th  of  July. 

There  has  been  a complete  iimihig  out  of 
Ferdinand*s  officers.  The  junta  demanded  the  dis- 
mission of  all  who  were  of  the  70  who  petitioned 
for  the  overthrow  of  the  cortes,  on  the  return  of 
the  king.  All  the  prefects  and  other  officers  origi- 
nally appointed  by  the  cortes,  have  been  “restoi*- 
ed,”  so  far  as  they  are  living  and  in  Spain.  So  has 
the  secretariat  of  the  cortes,  with  all  its  seals,  pa 
pers,  &c.  among  which  is  the  original  copy  of  the 
constitution,  Madrid,  so  lately  gloomed  by  the  in- 
quisition, is  deluged  with  pamphlets  and  gazettes, 
printed  freely.  The  journal  of  Valencia  has  taken 
for  its  motto,  “ God  tvatches  yet  over  Israel.  **  A late 
letter  from  Madrid  says — “ A club  of  liberates  is 
openly  organized  in  Madrid;  it  exercises  its  influ- 
ence over  the  provisional  junta;  it  is  a faithful  por- 
trait of  your  Breton  club,  of  1789.  Various  mem- 
bers of  the  junta  go  to  this  association  to  receive 
their  instructions.  Terror  is  general.  The  librerty 
of  the  press  is  the  exclusive  right  of  a party;  woe  to 
him  who  should  use  it  to  publish  reflections  on 
what  is  passing!  ‘The  revolution"  or  death;*  this 
is  the  order  of  the  day.  We  are  not  ivithout  /ears 
pr  the  Uves  c/  tM  most  august  personages.*^ 


The  junta  has  decreed  the  confiscation  of  all  the 
property  of  the  inquisition — it  appears  that  that 
accursed  tribunal,  at  the  very,  moment  when  the  re- 
volution broke  out,  had  prepared  a decree  which 
tlie  king  was  to  have  issued,  tliat  would  have  sur- 
passed any  of  the  tyrannies  of  modern  times,  and 
held  out  a prospect  of  again  roasting  men  and  wo- 
men alive — ^/or  the  good  of  the  church,'**  But  the 
wretches  were  cut  siiort  in  their  career,  AVe  only 
regret  that  a few  of  tiieir  racks  and  wheels  and  dun- 
geons were  not  reserved  for  themselves.  It  is  re- 
ported that  some  parts  of  Spain  are  nearly  in  insur- 
rection in  favor  of  Ferdinand.  It  may  be  Well,  if 
this  is  the  case— for  then,  to  a certainty,  he,  his 
priests  and  friends,  will  undoubtedly  be  cast  out. 
The  word  national  is  in  most  cases  substituted  for 
the  former  phrase  royal.  This  is  good. 

The  massacre  at  Cadiz  is  st'dl  unexplained — but 
it  appears  as  if  a detennination  existed  to  do  justice 
to  tne  murderers. 

The  cortes  will  consist  of  149  members— of  whom 
thirty  will  be  chosen  from  the  Americans  residing 
in  Spain. 

Portugal.  It  would  appear  that  the  revolution 
in  Spain  has  revived  the  slugglish  Portuguese,  and 
that  many  of  them  begin  to  think  and  reason! — and 
a general  insurrection  appears  to  be  expected  from 
the  movements  of  the  people  in  the  interior.  Let 
it  be  so  A confederation  with  Spain  is  spoken  of. 
It  is  added  that  distinguished  persons  have  been 
designated  to  make  the  proposition  to  the  cortes. 
A Paris  paper  says,  tiiat  the  English  are  often  in- 
sulted in  Portugal,  “and  advised  to  relieve  the  coun- 
try of  their  presence.’* 

In  Italy,  also,  an  explosion  is  looked  for.  Some 
steps  towards  it  seem  to  have  been  taken  at  Milan 
and  other  places.  It  is  said  that  “the  revolution- 
ists demand  for  their  king  the  archduke  Regnier, 
with  a constitutional  government  ” 

A revolt  in  Prussia  is  likewise  spoken  of.  A cow- 
j stiiution  was  solemnly  promised  in  time  of  need  by 
i tile  king,  but  has  been  evaded  or  refused  when  liis 
' danger  was  over.  It  is  stated  that  some  of  the 
j superior  officers  had  rerainded  the  king  of  his  pro- 
i mises,  for  which  they  had  been  broken;  but  that  the 
j troops  were  loudly  calling  for  them  to  be  rein- 
i stated. 

1 Germany,  generally  remains  uneasy  and  unsettled. 
Plots  and  conspiracies  are  the  common  topics  of 
the  day. 

If  these  tilings  are  all  true,  the  *Iioly  allinnce** 
will  have  enough  to  do  to  keep  Europe  in  chains. 

State  o f the  press  A Paris  paper  says — The  Da- 
nish press  cannot  treat  of  politics  nor  give  news 
without  special  permission.  In  Belg-ium  many  edi- 
tors have  been  arrested.  It  appears  that,  from  the 
Baltic  to  the  Pyrenees,  there  is  an  “holy  alliance’^ 
against- the  press. 

The  plague  rages  severely  at  Morocco.  At  tlie 
latest  accounts  from  2 to  300  died  daily  of  it  in  that 
city. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  widow  of  John  Wraps,  the  mail  driver,  re- 
cently murdered  near  Baltimore,  has  been  relieved 
by  an  act  of  congress  in  the  sunntof  goOO,  to  be  paid 
to  her  in  ten  semi-annual  payments. 

Mr.  Clay,  speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives^ 
has  retired  from  a new  election  to  congress;  and  it 
seems,  will  also  retire  from  his  present  seat. 

.Tames  Johnson,  esq.  a member  of  congress  from, 
Virginia,  has  been  appointed,  by  the  president, 
with  tke  consent  pf  tlie  s^^natcj  t©  be  oolkcfor  for 
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tJie'  port  of  Norfolk,  in  Virginia,  vice  Charles  K. 
Maliory,  deceased. 

The  New  York  Mercantile  Advertiser  states,  that 
Lyiide  Catlin,  esq.  has  resigned  his  situation  as  cash- 
ier of  the  U.  S.  branch  bank  in  that  city. 

M.  Gaspare  Deabbate^  consul  general  of  the  king 
of  Sardinia,  to  reside  in  the  United  States,  has  just 
arrived  in  Washington  city, 

Doi\  Majiuel  Torres  ha.s  arrived  at  Washington, 
as  minister  from  the  new  republic  of  Cobvnbia. 

Marshal  Grorichy  is  about  to  return  to  France. 
He  lias  engaged  a passage  from  N.  York  for  Havre. 

At  Fort  Cvarrfovd,  on  the  Mississippi,  about  260 
miles  above  the  mouth  of  the  Missouri,  two  soldiers 
of  the  garrison  there,  were  shot  a short  distance 
from  tire  fort  and  scalped  by  the  Winebagoes, 

The  ^^MassachusettsT  The  ship  of  the  line  build- 
ing at  CharlestoWn,  in  commendation  of  which  the 
highest  praise  is  lavished,  it  is  said,  is  to  be  called 
the  Massachusetts.  She  is  in  eonsidei'able  forward- 
ness. 

The  Constitution  frigate,  old  Ironsides,  is  under- 
going a thorough  repair.  It  is  said  that  she  well 
deserves  the  cognomen,  for  that  her  lower  timbers 
are  as  hard  as  iron — being  of  live  oak. 

The  Congress  frigate,  at  Linton  island,  vW  miles 
below  Canton,  was  very  closely  watched  by  the 
Chinese,  and  ail  visits  to  and  from  her  were  strict- 
ly regulated.  It  is  thus  that  this  jealous  people  al- 
ways treat  foreign  vessels  of  war;  permitting  none 
of  tliern  to  enter  their  harbors. 

Counterfeits . Two  brokers  in  Petersburg,  Va.  are 
said  to  have  received  nearly  four  thousand  dollars 
of  spurious  Georgia  bank  bills — which  the  “Intel- 
ligencer” of  that  place  says  appear  to  have  been 
ix'ova  \\\Q:  genuine  plate! 

fVestern  banks.  The  specie  paying  banks  of  Ohio, 
are,  ChilHcolhe,  Lancaster,  Marietta,  Belmont, 
Mount  Pleasant,  Western  Reserve,  and  two  banks 
at  Steubenville.  The  notes  of  the  rest  are  generally 
at  70  to  75  per  ct.  dis.  Some  of  the  bank  of  Columbus 
have  been  sold  at  that  rate,  in  the  town  of  Columbus. 
The  new  banks  of  Kentucky  have  chiefly  gone  by 
the  board,  the  bills  of  the  old  bank,  are  hardl).  dis- 
posed of  at  Baltimore  at  20  per  cent.  dis.  The 
same  or  a higher  discount,  is.  required  on  those  of 
Tennessee,  Vlississippi  and  Alabama,  Pennsylva- 
nia  bills,  of  banks  west  of  the  mountains,  are  gene- 
rally very  bad,  except  those  of  Pittsburg  - varying 
from  15  to  55  percent,  dis,  but  happily,  “scarce.” 
Though  some  of  these  banks  are  undoubtedly  sol- 
vent, the  multitude  of  paper  which  was  sent  forth 
by  some  ofthem,  has  impaired  the  credit  of  others, 
and  severely  checked  the  utility  of  the  well  estab- 
lished  and  prudently  conducted  institutions,  in  t he 
western  and  south  western  parts  of  the  United 
States. 

Some  of  the  banks  in  the  eastern  and  many  in  the 
middle  states  are  -winding  up  their  concerns.  There 
are  five  or  six  in  Maryland,  for  instance,  whose 
notes  are  rarely  met  with,  and  are  not  even  the 
money  of  their  respective  neighborhoods.  Those 
of  the  City  bank  of  Baltimore  have  no  currency, 
though  convei’tible  into  “bank  money”  at  about 
two  per  cent,  and  will  be  ultimately  paid. 

Fire  in  the  -woods.  The  woods  in  the  vicinity  of 
Watertown  and  ,-5ackett’3  Harbor  were  on  fire  about 
tlie  10th  inst.  The  people  of  the  adjacent  counties, 
together  with  the  officers,  soldiers  and  sailors  at 
the  Harbor,  were  turned  out  to  stop  the  progress 
of  the  flames.  The  road  usually  travelled  was  im- 
passable, \n  extensive  fire  also  prevailed  for  seve 


ral  days  in  the  woodlands  between  M^estport  and 
Berkley,  Massachusetts,  and  destroyed  many  houses. 
&G  &c 

Horticultural. — Early  potatoes  were  exhibited  on 
the  2d  instant,  at  Montreal,  and  on  the  3d,  cucum- 
bers were  cut  in  the  garden  of  Mr.  John  Howley, 
near  Kingston,  Uj)per  Canada.  Neitlier  of  these 
vegetables,  we  believe,  have  yet  been  produced  at 
the  New  York  markets 

CAl'ITOL  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES. 

Dimensions  of  the  capitol,  &c. 

Principal  building,  350  by  120  42,000  ft. 

East  projection  and  steps,  170  by  65  11,050 
West  projection,  170  by  83  14,110 


67,160 

Capitol  ground,  -with  iron  pailivg. 

acres,  ft. 

East  of  side  entrance,  750  by  700  12  3,000 

Yard  to  the  curve  line,  750  by  200  3 19,590 

Semicircular  area  to  the 
west,  750  by  375  4 36,973 


59,437  feet  are 
Whole  contents  are 


59,437 
1 5,937 


20  5,937 
[Wash.  Gaz. 

HRAD-atTARTERS,  NORTHERN  DIVISION, 

Adjt.gen*s  office,  Bro-wnsville,  April  22,  1820. 

Division  orders. — In  reverting  to  his  late  tour 
of  review  and  inspection,  to  some  of  the  posts  on 
the  Atlantic  border  of  his  command,  and  to  the 
post  of  Sackett’s  Harbor,  in  his  immediate  vicinity, 
the  major  general  of  division  cannot  forbear  expres- 
sing the  satLsfaction  he  has  experienced  in  observ- 
ing the  excellent  condition  of  the  troops  which 
garrison  them. 

'I'he  companies  of  artillery  at  forts  Washington, 
McHenry,  and  Mifflin,  were  in  a very  respectable 
state  of  discipline;  and  the  police  of  the  posts  which 
they  occupy  was  such  as  to  do  them  credit. 

The  fine  martial  appearance  of  the  batttalion  in 
the  harbor  of  New  York,  under  the  direction  of 
lieut.  col.  House,  claims  a higher,  award  of  com- 
mendation for  him,  and  the  officers  who  compose 
his  command.  It  is  justified  most  particularly  by 
the  accuracy  which  they  displayed  in  performing 
the  evolutions  of  the  drill;  but  no  inconsiderable 
degree  of  merit  is  contained  in  the  general  aspect 
of  improvement  in  police,  which  the  post  exhi- 
bited. 

The  major  general  feels,  with  sincere  gratifica- 
tion, that  the  seeds  of  excellence  are  sown,  and  he 
is  sati.sfied  that  time,  aided  by  the  same  spirit  of 
devotion  which  has  effected  these  changes,  will 
soon  ripen  into  perfection  the  high  character  which 
they  promise. 

To  major  Cutler,  whose  command  he  review- 
ed yesterday,  and'  to  his  officers,  great  credit  is 
due  for  the  fine  state  of  discipline  in  which  he 
found  the  troops,  and  for  the  order  and  excellent 
police  which  reign  throughout  the  cantonment, 
rhe  latter  it  would  be  difficult  to  improve;  and  he^ 
was  gratified  to  see  this  command,  at  the  close  oi 
a rigorous  winter,  during’  which  military  exercise 
is  necessarily  intermitted,  sustaining  its  accustom- 
ed reputation. ' 

By  command  of  major  general  Brown. 

R.  JONE5, 

Adj.  gen.  JV.  division. 
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(Xj^Much  of  the  present  sheet  is  appropriated  to 
the  purpose  of  “bringing-  up  lee-way;”  though  not 
destitute  of  articles  of  intertrst. 

Q^W’e  have  on  hand  another  account  of  the 
^‘silver  mine  in  Ohio,”  which,  at  least,  as  a detail  of 
tile  process  of  boring  for  salt  water,  is  very  inte- 
resting, and  shall  have  a place  in  our  next,  if  tlie 
room  can  be  spared. 

The  fanffbiU^  &c.  We  have  received  a draft  of 
Mr.  Jfalihvin’s  able  speech  in  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives, oil  introducing-  tlie  bill  from  the  com- 
mittee of  manufactures,  for  regulatitig  the  tariff, 
a-  d shall  publish  it  in  our  next  We  also  expect  to 
obtain  sketches  of  those  which  he  delivered  in  sup- 
port of  thea  uction  bill,  and  that  intended  to  pro- 
vide for  the  prompt  payment  of  duties  on  goods 
imported,  and  shall  -peediiy  insert  them — -that  the 
people,  in  genera),  may  have  a full  view  of  the 
principles  on  which  the  committee  acted  in  report- 
ing those  important  bills;  and  it  will  also  come 
within  our  plan  to  publish  some  of  the  speeches  in 
opposition.  As  preparatory  to  these  matters,  we 
have  inserted  in  this  slieet  the  non  importation 
agreement  of  the  old  congress  in  1774 — a venerable 
state  paper,  as  worthy  of  consideration  now  as  it 
was  when  first  issued. 


In  Congress — 1771* 

To  obtain  a redress  of  these  grievances,  which 
threaten  destruction  to  the  lives,  liberty  and  pro- 
perty of  his  majesty’s  subjects,  in  North  America, 
we  are  of  opinion,  that  a non-importation,  non-con- 
sumption, and  non-exportation  agreement,  faith- 
fully adhered  to,  will  prove  the  most  speedy,  ef- 
fectual and  peaceable  measure:  And,  therefore, 

we  do,  for  Ourselves  and  the  inhabitants  of  the  se- 
veral colonies,  whom  we  represent,  firmly  agree 
and  associate,  under  the  sacred  ties  of  virtue,  honor 
and  love  of  our  country,  as  follows; 

First,  That,  from  and  after  the  first  day  of  Dec. 
next,  we  will  not  import,  into  British  America,  from 
Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  any  goods,  wares  or  mer- 
chandise whatsoever,  or  from  any  other  place,  any 
such  goods,  wares  or  merchandise,  as  shall  have 
been  exported  from  Great  Britain  or  Ireland;  nor 
w-ill  we,  after  that  day,  import  any  East  India  tea 
fromany  part  of  the  world;  norany  molasses,  syrups, 
paneles,  coffee,  or  pimento,  from  the  British  plan- 
tations, or  from  Dominica;  nor  wines  from  Madeira, 
or  the  Western  Islands;  nor  foreign  indigo. 

Second,  We  will  neither  import  nor  purchase, 
any  slave  imported  after  the  first  day  of  Dec.  next; 
after  w'hich  time,  we  tvill  wholly  discontinue  the 
slave  trade,  and  will  neither  be  concerne4  ir*  our- 
selves, nor  will  w'e  hire  our  vessels,  nor  sell  our 
commodities  or  manufactures  to  those  who  are  con- 
eerned  in  it. 

1'hird,  As  a non-conkimption  agreement,  strictly 
adhered  to,  will  be  an  effectual  security  for  the  ob- 
servation of  the  non-importation,  we,  as  above,  so- 
lemnly agree  and  associate,  that,  from  this  day,  we 
Will  not  purchase  or  use  any  tea,  imported  on  ac- 
count of  the  East  India  company,  or  any  on  which  a 
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duty  hath  been  or  shall  be  paid;  and  from  after  the 
first  day  of  starch  next,  we  wbli  not  purcliase  or  use 
any  East  India  tea  whatever;  nor  will  we,  nor  shall 
any  person  for  or  under  us,  purchase  or  use  any  of 
those  goods,  wares  or  meichandise  we  have  agreed 
not  to  import,  whicli  yve  shall  knovv,  or  have  cause 
to  suspect,  w ere  imported  after  the  first  day  of  De-. 
cember,  except  such  as  cori;e  under  the  rules  and 
directioiis  of  ihetentli  article  hereafter  mentioned. 

Fourth,  The  earnest  desire  we  have  not  to  injure 
our  fellow  subjects  in  Gx'eat  Britain,  Ireland,  orthe 
West  Indies,  itiduces  us  to  suspend  a non-exporta- 
tion, until  the  tenth  day  of  September,  1775;  at 
which  time,  if  the  said  acts  and  parts  of  acts  of  the 
British  parliament,  hereinafter  mentione  d,  are  not 
repealed,  we  will  not,  directly  or  indirectly,  export 
any  merchandise  or  commodity  whatsoever  to  Great 
Britain,  Ireland,  or  the  West  Indies,  except  rice  to 
Europe. 

Fifth,  Such  as  are  merchants,  and  use  the  British 
and  Irish  trade,  wdll  give  orders,  as  soon  as  possible, 
to  their  factors,  agents  and  correspondents,  in  Great 
Britain  and  Ireland,  not  to  ship  any  goods  to  them, 
on  any  pretence  wdiutsoever,  us  they  cannot  be  re- 
ceived in  America;  and  if  any  merchant,  residing; 
in  Great  Britain  or  Ireland,  shall,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, ship  any  goods,  wares  or  merchandise,  for 
America,  in  order  to  break  the  said  non-importatiou 
agreement,  or  in  any  manner  contravene  tlie  same, 
on  such  unworthy  conduct  being  well  attested,  it 
ought  to  be  made  public;  and,  on  the  same  being* 
so  done,  we  will  not,  from  thenceforth,  have  any 
commercial  connexion  with  such  merchant. 

Sixth,  That  such  as  are  owmers  of  vessels,  will 
give  positive  orders  to  theircaptains,or  maaters,  not 
to  receive  on  board  their  vessels  any  goods  prohi- 
bited by  the  said  non-importation  agreement,  oil 
pain  of  immediate  dismission  from  their  service. 

Seventh,  We  will  use  our  utmast  endeavors  to 
improve  the  breed  of  sheep,  and  increase  their  num- 
ber to  the  greatest  extent;  and,  to  that  end,  we  will 
kill  them  as  seldom  as  may  be,  especially  those  of 
the  most  profitable  kind;  nor  will  we  export  any  to 
the  West  Indies  or  elsewhere;  and  those  of  us  who 
are,  or  may  become,  overstocked  with,  or  can  con- 
veniently spare  any  sheep,  wdll  dispose  of  them  to 
our  neighbors,  especially  to  the  poorer  sort,  on 
moderate  terms. 

Eighth,  We  will,  in  our  several  stations,  encou- 
rage frugality,  economy  and  industry,  and  promote 
the  agriculture,  arts  and  manufactures  of  this  coun- 
try, especially  thatof  w'^ool;  and  will  discountenance 
and  discourage  every  species  of  extravagance  and 
dissipation,  especially  all  horse-racing,  and  all  kinds 
of  gaming,  cock  fighting,  exhibitions  of  shews,  play® 
and  other  expensive  diversions  and  entertainments 
— and  on  the  death  of  any  relation  of  friend,  none 
of  us,  or  any  of  our  familie.s,  will  go  into  any  fur- 
ther mourning  dress,  than  a black  crape  or  ribbon 
on  the  arm  or  hat,  for  gentlemen,  and  a black  rib- 
bon and  necklace  for  ladies;  and  we  will  discontinue 
the  giving  of  gloves  and  scarves  at  funerals. 

Ninth,  Such  as  are  venders  of  goods  and  mer- 
chandise, will  not  take  advantage  of  the  scarcity  of 
goods  that  may  he  occasioned  by  this  associatioiv 
bpt  will  sell  the  same  at  the  rates  we  have  befra.. 
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accustomed  to  do,  for  twelve  months  last  past.  Andj 
if  any  vender  of  g’oods  or  merchandise  shall  sell  any 
such  goods  on  higher  terms,  or  shall,  in  any  manner, 
or  by  any  device  whatsoever,  violate  or  depart  from 
this  agreement,  no  person  ought,  nor  will  any  of 
us  deal  with  any  such  person,  or  his  or  her  factor 
or  agent,  at  any  time  thereafter,  for  any  commodity 
whatever. 

Tenth,  In  case  any  merchant,  trader,  or  other 
person,  shall  import  any  goods  or  merchandise,  af- 
ter the  first  day  (,d'  December,  and  before  the  first 
day  of  February  next,  the  same  ought,  forthwith, 
at  the  election  of  the  owner,  to  be  either  re-shipped 
or  delivered  up  to  the  committee  of  the  county  or 
town,  wherein  they  shall  be  imported,  to  be  stored 
at  the  risk  of  the  importer,  unril  the  non-importa- 
tion agreement  shall  cease,  or  be  sold  under  the 
direction  of  the  committee  aforesaid;  and  in  tlie 
last  mentioned  case,  the  owner  or  owners  of  such 
goods  shall  be  reimbursed  out  of  the  sales,  the  first 
cost  and  charges;  the  profit,  if  any,  to  be  applied 
towards  relieving  and  employing  such  poor  inhabi- 
tants of  the  town  of  Boston,  as  are  immediate  suf- 
ferers by  the  Boston  port-bill;  and  a particular  ac- 
count of  all  goods,  so  returned,  stored  or  sold,  to  be 
inserted  in  the  public  papers;  and  if  any  goods  or 
merchaiKlise  shall  be  imported  after  the  said  first 
day  of  Feb.  the  same  ought,  forthwith,  to  be  sent 
back  again,  W’ithout  breaking  any  of  the  packages 
thereof. 

Eleventh,  That  a committee  be  chosen  in  every 
county,  city,  and  town,  by  those  who  are  qualified 
to  vote  for  representatives  in  the  legislature,  whose 
business  it  shall  be  attentively  to  observe  the  con- 
duct of  all  persons  touching  this  association;  and 
when  it  shall  be  made  to  appear,  to  the  satisfaction 
of  a majority  of  any  such  committee,  that  any  per- 
son within  the  limits  of  their  appointment  has  vio- 
late d this  association,  that  such  majority  do  forth- 
wiiii  cause  the  truth  of  the  case  to  be  published  in 
the  gazette;  to  the  end  that  all  such  foes  to  the 
rights  of  British  America  may  be  publicly  known, 
and  univej’sally  contemned  as  the  enemies  of  Ame- 
rican liberty;  and  thenceforth  we,  respectively , will 
break  ofi'  all  dealings  with  him  or  her. 

Twelfth,  That  the  committee  of  correspondence 
in  the  respective  colonies,  do  frequently  inspect 
the  entries  of  their  custom-houses,  and  inform  eacli 
other,  from  time  to  time,  of  the  true  state  thereof, 
and  of  every  material  circumstance  that  may  occur 
relative  to  this  association. 

'rhii’teenth.  That  all  the  manufactures  of  this 
country  be  sold  at  reasonable  prices,  so  that  no  un- 
due advantage  be  taken  of  a future  scarcity  of 
goods. 

Fourteenth,  And  we  do  further  agree  and  re- 
solve, that  we  will  have  no  trade,  commerce,  deal- 
ings or  intercourse  whatsoever,  with  any  colony  or 
province  in  North  America,  which  shall  not  accede 
to,  or  which  shall  hereafter  violate  this  association, 
but  will  hold  them  unworthy  of  the  rights  of  free- 
men, and  as  inimical  to  the  liberties  of  their  coun- 
try. 

And  we  do  solemnly  bind  ourselves  and  our  con- 
stituents, pnder  the  ties  aforesaid,  to  adhere  to  this 
associatioh,  until  such  parts  of  the  several  acts  of 
parliament,  passed  since  the  close  of  the  last  war, 
as  impose  or  continue  duties  on  tea,  wine,  molasses, 
syrups,  paneles,  coffee,  sugar,  pimento,  indigo,  fo- 
reign paper,  glass,  and  painter’s  colors,  imported 
into  America,  and  extend  the  powers  of  the  admi- 
ralty courts  beyond  their  ancient  limits;  deprive 
the  American  subject  of  trial  by  jury;  authorise 
the  judge’s  certificate  to  indemnify  the  prosecutor 


from  damages,  that  he  might  otherwise  be  liable  to  i 
from  atrial  by  his  peers;  require  oppressive  secu- 
rity  from  a claimant  of  ships  or  goods  seized,  be-  L 
fore  he  shall  be  allowed  to  defend  his  property,  are  ' 
repealed.  And  until  that  part  of  the  act  of  tite 
12  G.  3,  ch.  24,  entitled  “an  act  for  the  better  se- 
curing his  majesty’s  dock-yards,  magazines,  ships, 
ammunition,  and  stores,”  by  whicli  any  persona 
charged  with  committing  any  of  the  offences  there- 
in described,  in  America,  may  be  tried  in  any  shire, 
or  county,  within  the  realm,  is  repealed;  and  until 
the  four  acts, passed  at  the  last  session  of  parliament,  i 
viz.  that  for  stopping  the  port  and  blocking  up  the  i 
harbor  of  Boston;  that  for  altering  the  cliarter  and 
government  of  the  Massaehusetts-bay;  and  that 
which  is  entitled  “an  act  for  the  better  administra- 
tion of  justice,  &c.”  and  that  “for  extending  the  | 
limits  of  Quebec,  &c,”  are  repealed.  And  were-  ■ 
commend  to  the  provincial  conventions,  and  to  the 
committees  in  the  respective  colonies,  to  establish  ■ 
such  farther  regulations  as  they  may  think  proper  || 
for  carrying  into  execution  this  association. 

The  foregoing  association  being  determined  up-  ' 
on  by  the  Congress,  was  ordered  to  be  .subscribed^ 
by  the  several  members  thereof;  and,  thereupon|^ 
liave  hereunto  set  cur  respective  names  accord^ 
ingly.  , ' ; 

In  Congress,  Philadelphia,  October  24,  1774. 

[Signed]  PEYTON  RANDOLPH,  President, 
J^exv-Hampshire. 

John  Sullivan,  Nathaniel  Folsom. 

JMassachusetts-Bay, 

Thomas  Cushing,  John  Adams, 

Samuel  Adams,  Robert  Treat  Paine. 

• Ilhode-Island. 

Stephen  Hopkins,  Samuel  Ward. 

Co7wecticut. 

Silas  Deane. 


Eliphalet  Dyer,' 
Roger  Sherman. 

Isaac  Low, 

John  Alsop, 
John  Jay, 

James  Duane, 


JSTerv.Yorlc. 

William  Floyd, 
Henry  Wisner, 

S.  Boerum, 

Philip  Livingston, 
dSTerv- Jersey, 

Richard  Smith, 
John  De  Hart. 


James  Kinsey, 

William  Livingston, 

Stephen  Crane, 

Pennsylvania. 

Joseph  Galloway,  Edward  Biddle, 

John  Dickinson,  John  Morton, 

Charles  Humphreys,  George  Ross. 

Thomas  Mifflin, 

J\Texv- Castle,  &c. 

Csesar  Rodney,  George  Read. 

Thomas  McKean, 

JMarylcmd. 

Matthew  Tilgbman,  William  Paca, 

Thomas  Johnson,  Samuel  Chase. 

Virginia. 

Richard  Henry  Lee,  Richard  Bland, 

George  Washington,  Benjamin  Harrison, 

P.  Henry,  Jun.  Edmund  Pendleton. 

JVorth  Carolina. 

William  Hooper,  R.  Caswell, 

Joseph  Hewes, 

South  Carolina. 

Henry  Middleton,  John  Rutledge,  • 

Thomas  Lyuch,  Edward  Rutledge, 

Christopl^er  Gadsden* 
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llevolutioiiary  Pensioners. 

War  department, 

Pension  office,  jMay  l\th,  1820. 

In  nil  orig'inal  applications  hereafter  to  be  made 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  pensions,  under  the 
act  of  congress  providing  for  certain  persons  who 
served  in  the  land  and  naval  service  of  the  United 
States  during-  the  revolutionary  xvar,  passed  the 
I8ih  March,  1818,  and  the  act  supplementary 
thereto,  passed  im  the  1st  May,  1820,  the  following 
form  must  be  observed; 

Dislrict  of  

On  this  — ^ — day  of , 182-,  personally  appear- 

ed in  open  court*  [being  a court  of  record  j for  the 
district,  circuit,  county  or  corporation,  as  the  case 

may  be] , aged years,  who,  being  first  duly 

sworn  according  to  law.  doth,  on  his  oath,  make  the  ; 
following  declaration,  in  order  to  obtain  the  provi- 
sion made  by  the  acts  of  congress  of  the  18th  March, 

1818,  and  the  1st  May,  1820,  that  he  the  said 

enlisted  for  the  term  of on  the day  of 

— — , in  the  year , in  the  state  of , in  the 

company  commaded  by  captain , in  the  regi- 

ment commanded  by  colonel  — in  the  line  of 
the  state  of , on  the  continental  establish- 

ment; that  he  continued  to  serve  in  the  said  corps 

until  , when  he  was  discharged  from,  the  .said 

service  in , in  the  state  of . [If  tiie  decla- 

rant shall  have  served  under  more  engagements 
tlian  one,  he  should  set  forth  the  company,  regi- 
ment, and  line,  or  ship,  vessel,  or  corps,  in  which 
lie  may  have  served,  as  also  the  time  of  entering, 
and  the  time  and  manner  of  leaving  each  service.] 

t hat  he  was  in  the  battles  of — and  that  he 
has  no  other  evidences  now  in  his  power,  of  his 
said  services,  except . 

And  in  pursuance  of  the  act  of  the  1st  May,  1820, 
I do  solemnly  swear  or  affirm,  (as  the  case  may  be) 
that  I n as  a resident  citizen  of  the  United  States, 
on  the  18th  day  of  March,  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  eightp-en;  and  that  I have  not,  since  that 
time,  b}'  gift,  or  in  any  manner,  disposed  of  my 
property,  or  any  part  thereof,  with  intent  thereby 
so  to  diminish  it  as  to  bring  myself  within  the  pro- 
visions  of  an  act  of  congress,  entitled,  “An  act  to 
provide  for  certain  persons  engaged  in  the  land  and 
naval  service  of  tlie  United  States,  in  the  revolu- 

*Tlie whole  of  the  form  prescribed  in  the  first 
section,  to  verify  the  amount  of  property  of  the  ap- 
plicant, tlie  oath  of  the  parly,  and  the  certificate 
of  the  clerk  excepted,  must  be  done  while  the 
court  is  in  session. 

f All  are  courts  of  record,  within  the  contempla- 
tion of  the  act  of  congress, 

1st.  Which  are  expressly  made  courts  of  record 
by  the  laws  of  the  state  which  create  them; 

2d.  Which  have  been  solemnly  adjudged  by  the 
ti-ibunals  of  the  several  state.s  to  be  courts  of  re- 
cord; 

3d.  Which  proceed  according  to  the  course  of 
the  common  law,  with  a jurisdiction  unlimited  in 
point  of  amount,  keeping  a record  of  their  pro- 
ceedings; 

4tli.  Which  have  the  power  of  fine  and  imprison- 
ment; 

And  courts  which  proceed  according  to  the 
ooiirse  of  the  civil  and  canon  law,  having  neither 
«f  those  attribute.s,  are  not  courts  of  record,  al- 
though they  may  keep  a registry  of  their  proceed- 
ings, and  possess  a seal.  Tlie  court  should,  in  every 
in^ance,  state  on  the  face  of  the  proceeding.s,  that 
1*  is  a court  of  record,  and  state  why  it  is  such. 


tionary  war,”  passed  on  the  18th  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eigiit  hundred  and  eighteen;  and  tiiat  f 
have  not,  nor  has  any  pei^on  in  ti  u.st  for  me,  any  pro- 
perty or  securities,  contracts^  or  debt  due  to  me; 
nor  have  1 any  income  other  than  what  is  contain- 
ed in  the  schedule  hereto  annesed,  and  by  rne 
subscribed. 

[Here  enumerate  each  article  of  real  and  person- 
al estate,  necessary  cloLhing  and  bedding  e.xccpted, 
and  subscribe  the  same  The  declarant  must  also 
mention  his  occupation,  his  ability  to  pursue  it,  the 
number  and  names  of  liis  family  residing-  with  him, 
their  ages  and  their  capacity  to  contribute  to  their 
support,  in  order  that  the  department  may  be  ena- 
bled to  decide  vviietJier  the  applicant  is  in  such  in- 
digent circumstancest  as  to  be  entitled  to  the  pen- 
sion.] 

Sworn  to  and  declared  on  the  7 
day  of  — — , before  > 5 

I, , clerk  of -,  do  hereby  certify  that  the 

foregoing  oath  (or  affirmation),  and  the  scliedule 
thereto  annexed,  are  truly  copied  from  the  records 
of  the  .said  court:  and  I do  fui-ther  certif}-,  tliatitis 
the  opinion  of  the  sair!  court,  tJiat  the  total  amount 
in  value  of  the  jrroperty  exhibited  in  the  afi.n-esaid 

schedule,  is dollars  and  cents.  In  testimony 

.whereof  I have  hereunto  set  my  hand  and  affixed 

the  seal  of  the  said  court,  on  this  day  — — 

182  

Clerk  of  the  court  for  the  — — of 

Tn  all  cases  where  the  applicant  is  on  the  nension 
roll,  or  declarations  have  been  made  in  conformit}! 

I to  the  act  of  the  18th  March,  1818,  and  the  regnla- 
tions  of  the  war  department,  prior  to  the  1st  Ma}-, 
1820,  the  subjoined  blank  form  is  prescribed  for 
such  persons  as  may  consider  themselves  entitled 
i to  pensions,  under  the  restrictions  of  the  act  of  the 
1st  of  .May,  1820. 

Distnet  of , ss. 

On  this day  of , 182  , personally  appear- 

ed, in  open  court,*  being  a court  of  recordj  forthe 
said  district,  [circuit,  county,  or  coi-poration,  as  the 

case  may  be,] , aged years,  resideib  In 

, in  said  district,  [circuit,  county,  or  corpora- 
tion,] who,  first  being  duly  sworn  according  to 
law,  doth,  on  his  o-ath,  declare  that  he  served  in 
the  revolutionary  war  as  follows  : [here  set  forth 
the  regiment,  company,  and  line,  or  ship,  corps,  or 
vessel,  and  the  date  of  the  original  declaration; 
and,  if  he  has  received  a pension,  the  number  of 
the  pension  certificate  slioukl  be  inserted.]  And 
T do  solemly  swear,  (or  affirm,  as  the  case  may  be,) 
;hat  I was  a resident  citizen  of  the  United  States 
on  the  18th  day  of  March,  1818,  and  that  I have 
not  since  that  time,  by  gift,  sale,  or  in  any  manner, 
disposed  of  my  property,  or  any  part  thereof,  with 
intent  tliereby  so  to  diminish  it  as  to  bring  myself 
within  the  provisions  of  an  act  of  congress,  entitled 
“An  act  to  providle  for  certain  persons  engaged  in 
the  land  and  naval  service  of  the  United  States,  in 
the  revolutionary  war,”  passed  on  the  l8th  day  of 
March,  1818,  and  that  I have  not,  nor  has  any  ]ier- 
son  in  trust  for  me,  any  property  or  securities,  con- 
tracts, or  debts,  due  to  me;  nor  have  I any  income 
other  than  what  is  contained  in  the  schedule  here- 
to annexed,  and  by  me  subscribed. 

t'rhe  words  of  the  3d  section  of  the  act  of  the  1st 
of  May,  1820,  “in  such  indigent  circumstances  as  to 
be  unable  to  support  himself  without  the  assistance 
of  his  country,”  comprelmnd  tliose  only  who  are 
incapable  of  supnortiug  themselves  witliout  the 
aid  of  the  government,  except  by  private  or  public 
charity, — Opi7n$nof  thc  attorney  general  of  the  U.  S,. 
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[Here  enumerate  each  article  of  real  and  per- 
^;pnal  estate;,  necessary  clothing  and  bedding  ex- 
cepted, and  subscribe  the  same.] 

Thetieclarant  must  also  mention  his  occupation, 
his  ability  to  pursue  it,  tlie  numl)er  and  names  of 
fiis  family  residing  with  him,  their  ages  and  their 
capacity  to  contribute  to  their  support,  in  order 
that  the  department  may  be  enabled  to  decide 
whether  the  applicant  is  in  such  indigent  circum- 
stancesl  as  to  bd  entitled  to  the  pension. 

Svi'ori)  to  and  declared  on  the  day  of 

before 

F, , clerk  of , do  hereby  certify  that  the 

foregoing'  oath  (or  affirmation)  and  the  schedule 
thereto  annexed,  are  truly  copied.from  the  records 
of  the  said  court;  and  I further  certify* that  it  is  the 
opinion  of  the  said  court  that  the  total  amount  in 
value  of  the  property  exhibited  in  tlie  aforesaid 
schedule,  is dollars  and cents.  In  testi- 

mony wiiercof  1 have  hereunto  set  my  hand,  and  af- 
fixed the  seal  of  tiic  said  court,  on  this day  of 

. 182  . 


Clerk  of  the  court  for  the of . 

Comiiiercial  Statistics. 

A friend  in  congress  has  politely  furnished  us  with 
tlie  following  interesting  statements, derived  from 
official  documents: 

Statement  of  the  value  of  goods,  wares,  Sec.  import- 
ed into  the  United  States,  commencing  on  the  1st 
day  of  October,  1814,  and  ending'  on  the  30th  clay 
September,  1818: 


Statement  of  the  quantity  of  tonnage  entered  into 
the  ports  of  the  United  States  during  the  years 
1815,  1816,  1817,  and  1818: 


XlvAKS. 

AMEUICAX. 

FOllEIGK'. 

American  in 
foreign  trade. 

1815 

1,115,035 

216,277 

700,0.35 

1816 

1,341,623 

259,017 

865,723 

1817 

1,311,644 

212,447 

779,928 

1818 

1,418,652 

161,414 

755,101 

TEARS 

Al)  VALOREM. 

SPECIFIC. 

TOTAL. 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

52,073,124 
100,201,597 
45, 204, .507 
62,326,588 

31,006,949 

54,945,202 

54,053,866 

59,505,578 

83,080,073 

155,146,799 

99,258,37.3 

121,832,166 

259,805,816 

199,511,595 

459,317,411 

Statement  of  the  value  of  goods,  wares,  &c.  export- 
ed from  the  United  States,  commencing  on  the 
1st  day  of  October,  1814,  and  ending  on  tlie  30th 
day  of  September,  1818: 

TEARS. 

IK)MESTIC 

FOREIGX. 

TOTAL. 
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1816 

1817 

1818 

45,974,403 

64,781,896 

68,313,500 

73,854,437 

6,583,350 

17,138,556 

19,358,069 

19,426,696 

52,557,753 

81,920,452 

87,671,569 

93,281,133 

252,924,236 

62,506,671 

315,430,907 

1819 

50,976,838 

19,165,683 

I 70,142,521 

Statement  of  the  gross  amount  of  duties  on  mer- 
chandize and  tonnage,  which  accrued  during  the 
years  1815, 1816,  1817,  and  1818: 

YEARS; 

DUTIES  O.V 
merciianui.se. 

DUTIES  ON 
TONNAGE. 

1815  ; : 

1816  : : : 

1817  : ; 

1818  : : : 

37,831,146 

32,716,314 

21,981,487 

25,835,684 

614,026 

461,076 

323,495 

248,414 

00 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 

YEARS. 

1 38,619 

267,966! 

47,477 

171,364 

49,125 

to  them 

Danish,  French,  Si 
Dutch  East  Indies. 
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21,282,615 

40,227 

4,512,872 

8,033,018 
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llECAPITULATIOX. 


Total  amount  of  goods  imported  into  the  U.  States, 
from  the  10th  of  October,  1814,  to  the  10th  of' 
September,  1818,  §459,317,411 

Amount  of  imports  beyond  the  Cape 

of  Good  Hope  - 53,061,932 


Imports,  west  of  the  Cape  of  Goodllope  406,255,479 


To  ascertain  the  real  value — deduct  20  per  cent, 
on  the  goods  imported  from  beyond  the  Cape  of 
Good  Hope,  and  10  per  cent,  on  those  received  from 
other  parts,  and  the  amounts  will  stand  thus  — 
Value  of  imports  from  beyond  the  Cape 

of  Good  Hope  - - 44,218,276  66 

all  other  - . . 369,323,162  74 


Total  amount  of  exports 

Apparent  balance  against  us  in 
four  years 


413,541,439  49 
315,430,907  00 


^ 108,110,531  40 


Statement  of  the  amount  of  the  5^  per  cent,  retain- 
ed on  drawback,  from  the  1st  Jan.  1802,  tb  31st 
Dec.  1818—17  years,  g2, 314,877  76 

Greatest  amounts  in  1804,  5,  6,  and  7,  rising  from 
245,096,  in  1804,  to  368,275,  in  1807;  in  1808,  only 


NILES’  UEGISTER=-MAY  27,  1820-COMMERCIAL  STATISTICS. 


229 


But  the  amount  retained  was  recfuced  to  2^  per 
cent,  by  act  of  the  27th  of  April,  1816, 


BONDS  FOR  DUTIES. 

Treasury  department,  23d  February,  1820.  ^ 
Sin:- In  obedience  to  a resolution  of  the  senate 
of  the  l2th  February,  1819,  directing-  tliat  “the 
secretary  of  the  treasury  lay  before  the  senate,  as 
early  in  the  next  session  as  practicable,  an  ab- 
stract of  all  bonds  for  duties  on  merchandize  im- 
ported into  the  United  States,  which  shall  have  be- 
come payable,  and  remain  unpaid  on  the  SOtii  day 
of  September  next,  exhibiting  in  such  abstract 
the  date  of  each  bond  and  the  time  when  it  became 
payable,  its  amount,  names  of  the  obligors,  distin- 
guishing principals  from  sureties,  and  the  district 
of  the  customs  in  which  taken,  together  with  such 
information  as  will  show  how  much  or  what  parts 
of  such  bonds  are  irrecoverable  and  lost  to  the 
United  States,’^  have  the  honor  to  submit  state- 
ments B,  C,  and  D,  and  a letter  from  the.  register 
of  the  treasury,  presenting  the  general  results  ol 
statements  A and  D.  From  the  latter  statement  it 
appears,  that  the  amount  of  revenue  which  has  ac- 
crued from  the  customs  from  the  commencement  ol 
the  present  government  to  the  end  of  the  year 
1819,  is  estimated  at  g35 1,329,799  53  From  state- 
ment A it  appears,  that  the  amount  of  revenue  lost 
by  the  insolvency  of  persons  who  became  bound 
for  the  payment  of  duties,  is  estimated  at  ^1,037,-- 
355  64  cents,  and  that  which  is  doubtful,  at  the  sum 
of  g540,969  20  These  sums  together  are  not 
quite  equal  to  forty-five  hundreths  of  one  per  cent, 
upon  the  aggregate  revenue  which  has  accrued 
since  the  organization  of  the  present  govern- 
ment. Statement  B shows  the  amount  which  is 
estimated  to  have  been  lost  to  tlie  government  by 
the  misconduct  of  officers  employed  in  the  collec- 
tion of  the  revenue  arising  from  imports  and  ton- 
nage. Stiitement  C exhibits  the  amount  of  loss 
from  the  collectors  of  the  internal  revenue  and  di- 
rect tax,  and  receivers  of  public  moneys.  I'hese 
sums  form  an  aggregate  amount  nearly  equal  to 
that  which  is  exhibited  in  statement  A.  Documents 
from  1 to  71,  inclusive,  contain  abstracts  of  the 
bonds  put  in  suit  in  the  several  collection  districts 
of  the  United  States. 

It  was  intended  to  have  presented  a statement  of 
the  sums  which  are  estimated  to  have  been  lost 
by  the  misapplication  of  the  public  money  by  the 
officers  of  government  employed  in  disbursing  it; 
but  it  has  been  ascertained  that  the  statement  can- 
not be  prepared  during  the  present  session  of  con- 
gress. There  can,  however,  be  no  doubt,  that  the 
losses  arising  from  this  source  greatly  exceed  those 
which  have  been  incurred  in  the  collection. 

I have  the  honor  to  be  your  most  obedient  ser- 
vant, WILLIAM  H CRAWFORD. 

To  the  hon,  the  president  of  the  senate, 

STATEMENT  B.— [ABSTRACT.]  j 

Balances  remaining  on  the  books  of  the  revenue,  ! 
which  appear  to  have  been  due  more  than  three  ■ 
years  prior  to  the  1st  Jan.  1820: 

Aggregate  from  collectors  of  the  cus- 
toms gl,  159,727  00 

[Of  which,  from  looking  over  the  remarks  attach- 
ed to  the  different  items,  it  would  appear  probable 
that  a considerable  part,  perhaps  one  fourth  of  the 
whole,  may  be  recovered.] 

STATEMENT  C. [ABSTRACT.] 

Balances  due  from  supervisors  and  collectors  of  the 
gldinterijal  revenue  and  old  direct  tax  of  two  mil- 


lions— rendered  in  pursuance  of  a resolve  of  tlie 
senate  of  the  U.  S.  of  the  12lh  Feb.  1819: 
Aggregate  on  account  of  internal  re- 
venue g 132,554  21. 

— — — Old  direct  tax  58,545  07 


. 191,099  28 

Balance  due  from  receivers  of  public  money  , on  ac- 
count of  sales  of  public  lands,  wiso  are  out  of  of- 
fice, and  which  have  remained  on  the  bonks  for 
more  than  three  years: 

Aggregate  ^92,350  09 

[On  the  preceding  many  partial  payments  have 
been  made,  and  others  are  suspended  for  want  of 
vouchers,  &c.  or  in  dispute.] 

STATEMENT  D. 

A statement,  shewing  the  nett  amount  of  revenue  which 
has  accruedfrom  customs,  from  the  commencement  of 
the  present  government  to  the  3t.si  December,  1818, 
also,  the  estimated  amount  of  the  same,  from  the  l6T 
January,  1819,  to  theolst  December,  folloxving : 


From  the  conmmencement  oftlu 
present  government  to  31st  De- 


cember, 

From  1st  Jan.  to  3 1st  Dec, 


Estimated  amount 


1791 

1792 
179 

1794 

1795 
. 1796 
■'"1797 
- 1798 

1799 

1800 
1801 
1802 
1803 
1804, 

1805 

1806 

1807 

1808 

1809 

1810 
1811 
1812- 
181 

1814 

1815 

1816 

1817 

1818 
1819 

IjOLLARS 


6,534,263  84* 
4,615,559  36| 
6,073,512  59J 
6,683,313  86! 
7,959,409  70| 
7,368,120  94! 
8,258,111  43; 
6,192,447  22^ 
9,035,348  li 
9,351,346  96j 
13,362,702  401 
8,327,260  Sj 
11,322,427  39/ 
14,996,965  3^ 
14,979,880  49! 
16,015,317  661 


16,492,889 


7,176,985  14i 
7,177,190  52i 
.12,756,831  23i 
7,860,736  95| 
13,036,573  46i 
• 6,532,312  14j 
4,363,842  7\ 
37,656,407  28] 
28,536.330  33| 
17,788,103  61 1 
22,075,610  82:- 
18,750,000  00 

1,329,799  55 


TREASURY  BETA  HTML  .NT, 

IlegistcFs  office,  16th  February,  1820> 

JOSEPH  NOURSE,  Register, 

TREASURY  DEPARTMENT, 

Register's  office,  16ih  February,  1820. 
The  register  begs  leave  to  transmit  to  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury,  a “schedule  of  bonds,  for  duties 
on  merchandize  imported  into  the  United  States, 
whidi  became  payable,  and  remained  unpaid  on  the 
30th  September,  1819,”  prepared  in  obedience  to 
a resolution  of  the  senate  of  the  United  Slates,  pas- 
sed the  12th  February,  1819. 

The  total  amount  of  bonds  in  the  se- 
veral districts,  on  the  30th  Septem- 
ber, 1819,  - g2, 980, 443  67" 
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5’rom  wliich  deduct  de- 
bentures contingent 
on  jiayment  of  bonds 
ParLiul  payments 


Leaves 

AVbereof  recoverable 
Doubtful 

Supposed  to  be  lost 


38,410  72 
217,513  44 

255,924  16 

§2,724, 519  60 
1,146,194  76 
54t),969  20 
1,037,355  64 


As  above  §2,724,519  60 

Connected  therewith  are  the  original  abstracts 
vi'ith  the  collector’s  remarks,  No.  1,  to  71,  herewith 
transmitted. 

Respectfully  submitted,  * 

JO:-.EPHNOURSE,  Register. 
Honorable  William  H.  Crawforii, 

Secretary  of  the  treasury 

[Here  follows  two  ponderous  volumes  of  tables. 
Containing  abstracts  of  bonds  taken  for  duties  on 
merchandise  imported  Into  the  several  districts, 
since  the  commencement  of  the  present  govern- 
ment, which  hail  became  payable  and  remained  un- 
paid on  the  30th  Sept.  1819 — of  no  general  utility 
to  publish,  even  if  we  had  room  for  them,  \llthat 
is  important  respecting'  tiiem,  is  stated  in  the  pre- 
ceding- letter  of  the  register  of  the  treasury.] 


CONGRESS, 

IN  SENATE. 

May  11.  The  resolution  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentanves,  for  suspending  the  operation  of  the  act 
of  this  session,  to  amend  the  revolutionary  pension 
law,  so  far  as  not  to  interfere  with  the  payment  of 
tkelialf  year’s  pension  which  would  be  payable  in 
Seplei.nber  next,  was  indefinitely  postponed,  or  re- 
jected, y the  following  vote ; 

For  postponeme7U — Messrs.  Barbour,  Brown,  Ea- 
ton, Edwards,  Gaillard,  Horsey,  Johnson,  of  Lou. 
King  of  Alab.  Leake,  Macon,  Noble,  Pleasants, 
Roberts,  Rnggles,  Smith,  Stokes,  Taylor,  Thomas, 
Trimble,  Walker,  of  Alab.  Williams,  of  Miss.  Wil- 
liams, of  I’eii. — 22. 

Against  postponement — Messrs.  Burrill,  Dana, 
Dickerson,  Hunter,  King,  of  N.  Y.  Lanman,  Low- 
rie,  Mcllen,  Morril,  Palmer,  Parrott,  Sanford,  Tich- 
enor — 13. 

May  12.  The  senate  took  up,  on  motion  of  Mr. 
Pleasants,  the  bill  from  the  other  house  “to  prevent 
the  commanders  and  other  officers  in  the  naval 
service  of  the  United  States,  from  accepting  of  any 
present  or  emolument  of  any  kind  whatever,  from 
any  king,  prince,  or  foreign  state,  and  for  other 
pui’poses,”  and  having  undergone  a good  deal  of 
discussion  and  some  amendment,  it  was  recommit- 
ted, on  motion  of  Mr.  Walker  of  Alab.  with  instruc- 
tions so  to  modify  its  provisions  as  to  make  their 
aii[)lication  general. 

The  following  message  was  received  from  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  by  Mr.  Daniel 
Jlrent,  of  the  deparlincnt  of  state  : 

'7V;  the  senate  and  honse  nj  representatives  of  the 
UriiCed  States. 

I communicate  to  congress  tran.slations  of  letters 
from  the  minister  of  Spain  to  the  secretaiy  of  state, 
received  since  my  message  of  the  9th  instant. 

JAMES  MONROE. 

fVashingtGn,  12th  May,  1820. 

'I'he  message  and  letters  were  read  and  ordered 
to  be  printed.  [See  preceding  number  of  the  Re- 
gister, page  222.] 

A message  was  received  at  the  same  time  from 


the  president  of  tlie  United  States,  transmitting  a. 
report  from  the  secretary  of  state,  together  with 
tlie  returns  of  causes  depending  in  the  courts  of  the 
United  States,  collected  conformably  to  a resolu- 
tion of  the  sen-ate  of  tlie  18th  of  January,  1819, 
whicii  was  read,  and,  with  tiie  documents,  ordered 
to  be  printed. 

The  three  bills  yesterday  ordered  to  a third 
reading,  were  severally  read  the  third  time,  passed, 
and  sent  to  the  other  house. 

After  acting  on  some  minor  business,  the  senate 
again  went  into  the  consideration  ot  executive  bu- 
siness, and  so  remained  until 

They  adjourned. 

May  13.  ’I'he  senate  proceeded  to  the  considera- 
tion of  tlie  amendments  of  the  house  of  represen- 
tatives to  the  bill  “to  continue  in  force  the  act  to 
protect  the  commerce  of  the  United  States,  and 
to  punish  the  crime  of  piiacy,  and  also  to  make 
further  provision  for  punishing  the  crime  of  piracy. 

The  amendments  (which  -w’ere  reported  in  the 
other  house,  by  Mr.  Mercer,  from  the  committee  ^ 
on  the  slave  trade,)  are  as  follows : 

After  the  third  section  of  the  hill  insert  the  fol- 
lowing sections : 

And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  if  any  citizen  of 
the  United  States,  being  of  the  crew  or  ship’s  com- 
pany of  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade,  or  any  person  whatever,  being  (T  the 
crew  or  ship’s  company  of  any  ship  or  vessel  own- 
ed in  whole  or  in  part,  or  navigated  for,  or  in  be- 
half of,  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
shall  land  from  any  such  sJiip  or  vessel,  and,  on  any 
foreign  shore,  seize  any  negro  or  mulatto,  not 
held  to  service  or  labor  by  the  laws  of  either  of  the 
states  or  territories  of  the  United  States,  with  in- 
tent to  make  such  negro  or  mulatto  a slave,  or  shall 
decoy  or  forcibly  bring  or  carry,  or  shall  receive 
such  negro  or  mulatto  on  board  any  such  ship  or 
vessel,  with  intent  as  aforesaid,  such  citizen  or  per- 
son shall  be  adjudged  a pirate,  and,  on  conviction 
thereof  before  the  circuit  court  of  tlie  United  States 
for  the  district  wherein  he  may  be  brought  or  found, 
shall  suffer  death. 

And  he  it  further  enacted,  That  if  any  citizen  of  the 
United  Slates,  being  of  the  crew’  or  ship’s  compa- 
ny of  any  foreign  sliip  or  vessel  engaged  in  the 
slave  trade,  or  any  person  whatever,  being  of  the 
crew  or  ship’s  company  of  any  ship  or  vessel  own- 
ed wholly  or  in  part,  or  navigated  for,  or  in  behalf 
of,  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
shall  forcibly  confine  or  detain,  or  aid  and  abet  in 
forcibly  confining  or  detaining,  on  board  such  ship 
or  vessel,  any  negro  or  mulatto  not  held  to  service 
by  the  laws  of  either  of  the  states  or  territories  of 
the  United  States,  with  intent  to  make  such  negro 
or  mulatto  a slave,  or,  shall,  on  board  of  any  sucli 
ship  or  vessel,  offer  or  attempt  to  sell,  as  a slave, 
any  negro  or  mulatto,  not  held  to  service  as  afore- 
said, or  sliall,  on  the  high  seas,  or  any  where  on  tide 
water,  transfer  or  deliver  over  to  any  other  ship 
or  vessel,  any  negro  or  mulatto,  not  held  to  service, 
as  aforesaid,  with  intent  to  make  such  negro  or  mu- 
latto a slave,  or  shall  land  or  deliver  on  sliore,  from 
on  board  any  s icli  sliip  or  vessel,  any  such  negro 
or  mulatto  with  intent  to  make  sale  of,  or  having 
previously  sold,  such  negro  or  mulatto  as  a slave, 
such  citizen  or  person  shall  be  adjudged  a pirate, 
and,  on  conviction  thereof  before  the  circuit  court 
of  the  United  States  for  the  district  w’herein  he 
shall  be  brought  or  found,  shall  sufl'er  death. 

After  some  discussion,  rather  on  the  form  than 
the  substance  of  these  amendments,  they  W’ere 
agreed  to,  without  a division. 
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May\5.  Mr.  Sanford,  from  the  committee  on 
finance,  to  which  had  been  referred  the  bill  from 
the  other  house,  authorizing"  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  accept  a loan  of  three  millions, 
reported  the  same  with  amendments,  proposing", 
in  substance,  to  borrow  the  whole  five,  millions,  in- 
stead of,  as  the  bill  provided,  ()orrowing-  three  mil- 
lions, and  making  up  the  remaining  two  from  the 
sinking  fund,  and  also  striking  out  the  provision 
authorizing  a subscription  of  certain  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi stock  to  the  loan. 

'I'hese  amendments  Mr.  Sanford  explained  and 
supported,  andtheV  were  agreed  to  by  the  senate. 

'i  hey  were  subsequently  returned  from  the  other 
house  disagreed  to  in  part,  with  a request  for  a 
conference.  The  conference  was  agreed  to  by  the 
senate,  after  insisting  on  their  amendments,  and 
Messrs.  Sanford,  JMueon,  and  Eaton,  appointed  ma- 
nagers. They  soon  after  reported  the  agreement 
recommended  by  the  committee  of  confevence, 
which  recommendation  was  adopted  by  the  senate; 
and  the  proceeding  resulted  in  reducingthe  amount 
of  the  loan  to  three  millions  only,  leaving  the  sink- 
ing fund  to  be  untouched,  (on  the  ground  that  con- 
gress would  be  in  session  early  enough  next  ses- 
sion to  provide  the  remaining  tw’o  millions,)  and  ex- 
punging  the  section  which  authorizes  Mississippi 
stock  (now  due  and  payable)  to  be  subscribed  to 
the  loan. 

Mr.  Lororie  moved  the  adoption  of  the  following 
resolution,  which,  after  some  explanation  by  the 
mover,  and  some  discussion,  was  agreed  to  : 

Resolved,  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
cause  to  be  laid  before  the  senate,  at  their  next 
session,  a statenient  of  the  number  of  militia  from 
each  state,  that  were  called  into  the  public  service 
by  order  of  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
during  the  late  war;  of  the  number  furnished  by 
each  state,  the  number  recognized  by  the  U.  States, 
from  each  state,  and  the  period  of  their  service;  of 
the  amount  of  fines  imposed  for  neglect  of  duty,  dis- 
tinguishing the  number  of  persons  on  whom  fines 
have  been  imposed,  the  sums  collected  by  the  re- 
spective marshals,  the  sums  paid  by  them  respec- 
lively  into  the  treasury  of  the  United  States,  the 
expenses  of  the  courts-martial  in  the  several  states, 
and  the  number  and  amount  of  hyes  so  imposed 
that  have  been  remitted,  within  the  states  respec- 
lively. 

The  senate  took  up  the  resolution  from  the  other 
house,  requesting  the  president  to  enter  into  nego- 
ciations  for  the  entire  abolition  of  the  slave  trade; 
on  w'hich  resolution  some  discussion  took  place, 
not  from  any  opposition  to  the  object  intended  to 
be  effected,  but  as  to  the  mode;  after  which  the  re- 
.solution  \vas  put  On  its  third  reading,  and,  being 
objected  to,  it  v/as  lost,  as,  under  the  rules  of  the 
senate,  it  requires  a unanimous  consent  to  give  a 
bill  or  joint  resolution  two  readings  in  one  day. 

The  senate  proceeded  to  the  consideration  of  the 
amendments  of  the  other  house  to  the  bill  to  make 
further  provision  for  the  relief  of  sick  and  disabled 
seamen;  when,  on  motion  of  Mr.  Pleasants,  the  bill 
was  postponed  to  the  next  session. 

Many  bills  were  engrossed  and  passed,  which  are 
inserted  in  the  list  of  acts,  see  page  234. 

HOUSE  OF  EEPHESENTATIVES. 

Thursday,  May  11.  The  house  agreed  to  recede 
from  its  amendments  to  the  bill  fro"m  the  senate  to 
incorporate  the  city  of  Washington,  &c. 

The  bill  as  amended  by  the  house,  and  returned 
by  the  senate  with  their  dissent  to  said  amend- 


ments, respecting  the  clothing  of  the  army  of  tli6 
U.  S.  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Friday,  May  12.  The  “act  granting  to  the  state 
of  Ohio  the  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  quarter 
sections  of  land,”  reported  without  amendment, 
was  ordered  to  be  read  a third  time  to-miorrow. 

'The  bill  from  the  senate  respecting  E.  and  W. 
Winter  was  laid  on  the  table. 

Mr.  Cocke,  from  the  committee  on  military  affairs,  , 
made  the  following  report: 

'file  committee  on  military  affairs,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  report  of  the  secretary  of  war  contain- 
ing the  proceedings  of  the  court  mai’tial  on  the  trial 
of  William  King,  colonel  of  the  fourth  regiment 
of  United  States  infantry,  have  had  the  same  under 
consideration,  and  submit  to  the  house  the  follow- 
ing resolution: 

** Resolved,  That  tlie  president  of  the  United 
States  be  requested  to  strike  from  the  rolls  of  the 
army  the  said  Williain  King,  colonel  of  the  fourth 
regiment  of  United  States’  iufatitry.” 

The  report  lies  on  the  table 

Several  of  the  standing  committees  were  dis- 
charged from  the  consideration  of  all  matters  on 
which  they  have  not  already  reported  and  the  com- 
mittee of  the  whole  from  the  consider:rtion  of  .seve- 
ral bills.  The  following  resolution,  after  debate, 
was  ordered  to  a tliird  reading — 

Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  United  States  of  ^/hnerica  in  congress  assembled. 
That  the  president  be  requested  to  consult  and  ne- 
gociate  with  all  the  governments,  where  ministers 
of  the  United  States  are,  or  shall  be  accredited,  on 
the  means  of  affecting  an  entire  and  immediate 
abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade. 

The  bill  from  the  senate,  “to  continue  in  force 
an  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the  U.  S.  ard 
punish  the  crime  of  piracy,  &c.  was  passed  and 
sent  to  the  senate  for  concurrence  in  the  amend 
ment. 

The  loan  bill  was  next  considered — after  some 
remarks,  and  sundry  motions  about  it,  it  was  order- 
ed to  be  engTossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  bill  respecting  the  enlistment  of  seamen  for 
the  navy  of  tlie  United  States,  was  then  taken  up, 
and  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

The  bill  from  the  senate,  providing  for  the  relief 
of  sick  and  disabled  seamen,  passed  througli  acom^ 
mittee  of  the  whole,  and  being  amended,  was  or- 
dered to  be  engrossed  fora  third  reading. 

. The  bill  from  the  senate,  authorising  the  building 
of  certain  small  vessels  of  war,  passed  through  a 
committee  of  the  whole,  after  being  amended  so 
as  to  reduce  the  number  from  seven  to  five. 

[The  object  of  these  vessels  is  to  protect  the  re- 
venue, and  pursue  pirates,  &c.  in  the  waters  of  our 
southern  coast,  whicli  are  too  shallow  to  be  navigat  - 
ed by  the  vessels  now  in  service;.] 

After  some  opposition,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  a 
third  reading,  78  to  37,  and  subsequently  passed. 

The  bill  from  the  senate,  supplementary  to  the 
bill  commonly  called  tlie  navigation  law,  pa.ssed 
througli  a committee  of  the  whole,  where  it  was  de- 
cidedly supported  by  Mr  .JWwton,  .Mr.  Clay,  and 
Mr.  Foot.  Ordered  to  a third  reading  94  to  25,  read 
a third  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate. 

The  bill  from  the  senate,  “to  linfit  the  term  of 
office  of  certain  officers  therein  named,  and  for 
other  purposes,”  pns.sed  through  a committee  off 
the  whoh  , and  was  ordered  to  a lliird  reading;  and 
was  read  a third  time,  passed,  and  returned  to  the 
senate. 

And  then  the  house  adjourned  to  meet  again  at 
;7  o’clock  this  evening. 
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Lvcni):g  silting. 

The  bill  to  ameiocl  the  act  for  the  reservation  of 
timber  lands  for  naval  pui  j)oses; 

! he  bill  to  coiiti  ue  in  force  the  act  to  provkle 
for  pei-sons  disabled  by  known  wounds  in  the  revo- 
lutionary war; 

: ite  bdl  lo  provide  for  repairing  the  general  post 
office  builuing;  and 

everal  odier  bills,  which  shall  be  hereafter  no- 
ticed, passed  thiougli  committees  of  the  whole,  and 
vveiv-  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third  reading. 

1 he  bill  designating*  the  ports  at  which  only  fo- 
reign armed  vessels  shall  be  jiermitted  to  enter,  was 
among  those  oivlered  to  be  engrossed  for  a third 
reading.  Many  private  bijls  were  variously  acted 
wiion.  * 

SaturcUiy^  May  13.  Mr,  Smith,  of  North  Carolina, 
from  die-  committee  of  accounts,  to  whom  was  refer- 
red the  report  of  the  speakei,  and  ids  account,  witii 
the  vouclurs  in  support  thereof,  respecting  the 
expenditure  for  furmsinng  the  iiall  and  offices  of 
the  house  of  representativt^s,  made  a rejiort,  whidi 
was  read,  and  the  resolution  appended  thereto  was 
agreed  to  as  follows: 

Reso'.ved,  I'iiut  the  house  doth  apjjrove  of  the 
saifi  expenditure,  amounting  to  tlie  sum  of  twenty 
four  tliousand  nine  hundred  and  seven  dollars  t)ur- 
ty  seven  and  a half  cents,  and  that  it  be  certified 
lo  the  treasury  accordingly. 

Mr.  Starrs,  fiom  the  committee  on  roads  and  ca- 
nals, to  whicii  v/as  referred  the  bill  from  the  senate, 
entitled  “an  act  for  the  appointment  of  commis- 
sioiK  isto  lay  out  a canal  in  the  state  of  Oluo,”re- 
;?)ot'lefi  tiie  same  without  amendment;  and  it  was  re- 
ferred to  the  committee  of  tlie  wliole,  to  which  is 
committed  the  bill  jiroviding  for  the  preservation 
and  repair  of  the  Gumberhuul  road. 

I’he  bill  from  the  senate,  granting  to  the  state  of 
Oiuo  tlie  right  of  pre-emption  to  certain  quarter 
tjections  of  lands;  tlie  bill  from  the  ,-en:ite  for  the 
relief  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Foria,  in 
the  state  of  Illinois,  were  severally  read  a third  time, 
passed  and  returned  lo  the  senate. 

he  bill  from  the  senate  to  iirovide  relieffor  sick 
and  disabled  seamen,  was  read  a third  time  as 
amended,  and  passed,  [ .'  he  bill,  as  it  stands,  con- 
tains provisions  for  tlie  erection  of  a hospital  at 
New  Orleans,  and  of  another  in  Savannaln] 

I'he  engrossed  bill  to  authorise  the  president  of 
the  Uriited  States  to  borrow  three  niillions  of  dol- 
lars, was  read  a third  time;  and,  on  the  question 
“shall  the  bill  pass?’*  Tije  question  was  decided  as 
follows; 

YEAS.-Messi-s.  At^xarul.-r,  Allen,  of  N.  Y.  Allen,  of  Ten.  An- 
((lersnn.  Arch' r.  of  MJ.  Archt r,  .if  Va.  Ball  Baf'-inan,  Heeeher, 
jBr.’Vcrf,  Bvnsli,  Bryan.  Bn IfiiU).  Biith  r,  ofN.  H,  Butler,  of  Lou. 
Case.  Cl:i)2;irett.  Ceok,  Culljfeth,  Cusimiati,  Cuihb<,"rt.  Dennison, 
Dowse.  Efi(l) , Fat  wards.  ofC<m.  Fioyd.  Fol^'er,  Foot.  Forrest,  Fuller- 
ton, Gross.ofPen  Hit  sfet,  Hill,  .Johnson,  Join  s,  of  Va.  Jones,  of 
'IVn.  K'"sley,  Little,  Lowmj;  s,  McClay.  VlcCreaiy,  Meip^s,  S. 
ZVt'.oi-e,  Murray.  Neal.-,  N Json,  ofMass.  Nelson,  of  Va.  Newton, 
Parker,  of  Mass.  Patterson,  Phelps,  Pliilsoi).  Pinckney,  Piieher, 
HavilUn,  llh- a,  Hieh,  Roj'ers,  Sampson,  Serpeant.  Silsbee,  Smith, 
«,f  N.J.So'ii!..  of  N,  C.  Smet.  Stroll)?  of  N Y.  Tarr,  Tax  lor, 
Toniliiis'io,  Poinpkius.  Trimble  Van  Rensselaer,  Waliace,Wen- 
• Jov.  r,  Williams,  of  V.i  Wood.— 75 

N AYS.— M- ssrs.  B ildwin,  Boden.  Burton,  Burwell,  Campbell, 
Cannon.  Cobb,  Cock'-,  Crafts  Cnipej’per.  Edwards,  of  Pen.  Eil- 
wards  of  N H nd licks.  H-.'Steiter.  Kcn'.'all,  Kinsey.Liim,  Liv.  )- 
jnore,  McCoy,  M tcalf.  Plnmer,  Ross,  Sloan,  Soutbard.  Stoirs, 
Suoni?,  of  Vi.  J ncker.  ofS.  C.  M'iilker,  Wiliiauis,  of  N.  C.— 30. 

So  the,  bill  wtis  passed  and  sent  to  the  senate  for 
concurrence. 

'I  hc  bill.'s  which  were,  in  the  .session  of  last  even 
ing,  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for  a tiiird  reading, 
'•vere  read  a tiiird  time,  pi.ssed  and  sent  to  the  se- 
iUite  for  cnncurrence. 

'i’he  bill  providing*  fu*  the  expense  of  surveying 
*>he  epast  of  North  Carol muj  was  ordered  to  be  en- 


grossed fora  third  reading, and  afterwards  passedi 
as  was  also  the  bill  io  continue  in  force  the  “act  to 
provide  for  the  reports  of  decisions  of  the  supreme^ 
court.” 

The  house  resolved  itself  into  a committee  of  the 
■ whole,  on  the  bjil  to  impose  a new*  tonnage  duty  on 
French  ships  and  vessels. 

Tlie  first  section  of  this  bill  provides,  that,  in  lieu 
of  the  tonnage  duty  now  paid  on  French  ships  or 
vessels,  there  shall  be  paid  a duty  of  eighteen 
dollars  per  ton,  on  all  French  ships  or  vessels 
which  sliall  be  entered  in  the  United  States, 
any  act  to  the  contrary  notw*ithstanding;  ProvUledy 
ho-iuever,  That  nothing  contained  in  this  act  shall 
be  so  construed  as  to  prevent  the  extension  of  the 
provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  “An  act  to  repeal  so 
much  of  tlie  several  acts  imposing  duties  on  the  ton- 
nage of  ships  and  Vv'ssels,  and  on  goods,  wares,  and 
merchandize,  imported  into  the  United  States,  as 
imposes  a discnirnnating  duty  on  tonnage  between 
foreign  vessels  and  vessels  of  the  United  States, 
and  between  the  goods  imported  into  the  United 
States  in  fi^reign  vessels,  and  vessels  ot  the  United 
States,”  to  French  ships  and  vessels,  and  the  goods 
imported  therein,  whenever  the  government  of 
France  shall  accede  to  the  prov  isions  of  tlic  act 
above  referred  to. 

Sec.  2 That  the  toiinag-e  duty,  laid  and  directed 
lo  be  paid  by  this  act,  shall  be  collected  and  paid 
according  to  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  “An 
act  to  regulate  the  collection  of  duties  on  imports 
and  tonnage,”  passed  the  second  day  of  March, 
one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  ninety-nine. 

Sec.  3,  That  tiiis  act  shall  commence,  and  be  in 
force,  from  and  after  the  fir.st  day  of  July,  one  thou- 
sand eiglit  hundred  and  twenty. 

Mr  jVe-ivton,  the  ciiairman  of  the  committee  of 
commerce,  gave  a brief  exposition  of  the  causes 
which  rendered  expedient  the  passage  of  this  bill, 
'file  document  laid  before  congress  on  (he  subject, 
iie  said,  shewed  that  all  attempts  at  negociation  op 
it  hatl  failed.  The  policy  of  the  United  States  had 
beeii  jnsl  and  liberal;  we  had  offeved  every  thing  that 
couhl  be  olfered,  on  terms  of  reciprocit)  , to  induce 
France  to  abandon  her  policy,  so  injurious  to  our 
commercial  and  navigating  interest.  VVe  had  ofier- 
ed  her  the  same  terms  as  had  been  accepted  by 
Russia,  by  the  Netlierlands,  by  the  Hanseatic  cities; 
but  we  had  offered  it  in  vain. 

He  was  very  soi  ry,  he  said,  that  it  became  hia 
duty  now  to  advocate  a policy,  which,  of  all  others, 
was  most  abhorrent  tphis  mind— that  of  restrictions 
on  commerce.  He  was  happj^that  our  government 
hadsliovvnto  tlie  nations  of  the  world  the  example 
of  placing  commerce  on  the  most  liberal  footing; 
but,  as  France  had  refused  to  reciprocate  that  libe- 
rality, it  has  now  become  our  imperious  duty  to 
come  back,  in  regard  to  France,  to  the  policy  which 
she  herself  pur.sues.  In  consequence  of  her  iili- 
berality  in  tliis  respect,  \ve  are  compelled  to  resoyt 
to  the  measure  now*  under  consideration.  She  is 
now  in  possession  of  a positive  advantage  oyer  us, 
by  her  regulations,  ^yill  she  voluntarily  give  it  up? 
It  has  been  already  sliewn  that  she  will  not;  and  she 
will  continue  to  refuse  lo  give  it  up,  until  she  finds 
that  by  persisting  in  it  she  has  subjected  her  own 
commerce  to  inconvenience.  In  order,  therefore, 
to  enable  the  president  of  the  United  States,  be- 
tween tills  time  and  the  next  sesiiion  of  congress, 
lo  negociate  wfith  the  French  government  to  some 
elfect,  it  was  necessary  to  pass  thi.s  bill.  There  is 
in  the  bill  a provisiini  that,  if  the  I'rench  govern- 
ment feels  disposed  to  enlarge  its  policy  in  regard 
to  u.s,  all  restrictions  on  her  commerce  in  our  ports 
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will  be  done  juvjiv,  and  iicr  vessels  will  be  placed 
on  the  same  ibotuiij  in  the  ports  of  the  United 
States  as  those  of  Great  Britain  now  are.  If  we  do 
not  resort  to  this  measure,  the  door  of  negociation 
will  remain,  as  it  now  is,  shut  in  our  face.  These 
considerations  being'  taken  into  view,  he  hoped  the 
committee  would  see  the  necessity  of  passing' ttns 
hill. 

Without  further  debate,  the  committee  rose  and 
reported  the  bill,  au.a  it  -.vas  ordered  to  oe  engross- 
ed for  a third  readiiig;  and  was  subsequently  read 
a third  time,  passed,  and  sent  totiie  senate  tor  con- 
currence. 

The  bill  to  confirm  claims  to  land  in  the  state  ot 
Illinois,  passed  through  the  usual  forms,  was  read  a 
tliii'd  time,  passed,  and  sent  to  the  senate  for  con 
currence. 

The  bill  “to  authorize  the  appointment  of  com- 
missioners to  lay  out  the  road  therein  mentioned,” 
(from  Wiieeiing,  wiicre  the  Cumberland  oad  now 
ends,  to  the  east  bank  of  the  Mississippi,)  passed 
through  a committee  of  the  whole  and  Was  ordered 
to  he  engrossed  for  a third  reading,  by  yeas  and 
nays,  74  to  35;  and  iiie  bill  was  read  a third  time, 
passed,  and  returned  tp  the  senate  for  concurrence 
in  an  amendment  tliereio  made  in  this  house. 

On  motion  of  Air,  JVewion,  it  was 

Resolved,  I'hat  the  secretary  .of  the  treasury  be 
directed  to  report  to  the  house  of  representative  s, 
at  the  next  session  of  congress,  what  alterations  or 
modifications,  if  any,  are  required  in  tlie  several 
acts  of  congress  fixing  the  fees  and  emoluments  of 
the  collectors  of  the  customs,  naval  officers,  and 
surveyors  of  tlte  custouis;  and  also  a plan  for  com- 
pensating such  officers  according  to  the  services 
respectively  perf  rmeci  bv  them 

1 he  bill  making  appropriations  for  carrying  into 
effect  the  treaty  ikeiy  concluded  with  the  Chippe- 
wa nation  of  Indians,  passed  through  a committee 
of  the  whole,  and  was  ordered  to  be  engrossed  for 
a ihii’d  reading  on  onday  next 

And  the  house  adjourned  to  meet  at  nine  o’clock 
on  Monday 

Monday,  May  15  Soon  after  meeting  this  morn- 
ing, the  house,  on  motion  of  Mr  Sergeant,  resolved 
itself  into  a committee  of  the  whole,  Mr.  JVelson  in 
the  chair,  on  the  bill  from  the  senate,  in  addition 
to  the  acts  providing  for  the  belter  organization  of 
the  treasury  department 

[ ’ his  bill,  let  it  be  understood,  provides  a sum- 
mary process  for  the  recovery  of  monies  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  in  the  hands  of  individuals, 
collectors,  and  other  pubhe  agents,  &c  ] 

This  bill  gave  rise  to  a debate,  begun  by  Mr.  Ed- 
■ntards,  of  N C in  opposition  to  the  bill,  which  was 
supported  by  Mr  a d others. 

After  the  debate,  the  bill  was  ordered  to  be  read 
a third  time;  and  subsequently  read  a tiiird  time, 
passed,  by  yeas  and  nays,  89  to  14,  and  returned  to 
the  senate  for  concurrence  in  the  amendments. 

The  loan  bill  was  returned  from  the  senate  with 
amendments,  the  object  of  wffiich  was  to  increase 
the  authority  to  borrow^yfriemillions instead  oi' three, 
and  to  strike  out  what  relates  to  the  surplus  of  the 
sinking  fund,  and  tp  the  funding  of  ihe  Mississippi 
stuck. 

Mr.  Smith,  of  Md  who  regarded  the  amendment 
as  going  to  do  covertly,  what  the  bill  proposed  to  do 
openly,  moved  that  the  house  disagree  to  the  amend- 
ments, and  ask  a conference  with  the  senate  on  the 
disagreement. 

I'his  was  agreed  to.  The  result  of  the  conference, 
p.s  agreed  to  by  both  houses,  w'as  as  heretoiore 
stated? 


On  motion  of  Mr.  Saxvyer,  a resolution  passed,  re- 
questing the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  report  to 
congress,  at  their  next  session,  such  officers  of  the 
revenue  as,  on  account  of  their  inutility  or  from  any 
other  cause,  may  be  dispensed  with. 

The  house  having  got  through  the  bvisiness  be- 
fore it — 

Mr.  Warfield,  of  Md.  rose  and  observed,  that  al  - 
though it  had  been  customary,  whenever  there  ex- 
isted a disposition  on  the  part  of  the  house  by  an 
unanimous  vote  to  express  their  unqualified  appro- 
bation of  the  course  pursued  by  the  speaker,  to 
delay  the  expression  of  that  opinion  until  the  ter- 
niinaiion  of  tlie  period  for  which  he  was  elected, 
yet  he  was  induced  on  this  occasion,  to  depart  from 
that  course,  having  distinctly  understood  that  it  was 
the  liiteritioii  of  the  speaker  to  decline  the  duties 
of  the  ciiair  at  the  close  of  the  present  session. 
Ary  observations,  said  Mr.  W.  to  enforce  the  jus- 
tice ana  propriety  of  unanimously  adopting  the  re 
solution  would  be  altogether  superfluous.  Every 
me;  iber  of  the  house,  in  common  wdth  himself,  liad 
witm  ssed,  during  the  present  laborious  and  pro- 
tracted session,  the  dignity,  ability  and  impartiality, 
wit'll  which  the  speaker  had  discharged  the  duties 
of  his  station;  and  he  was  persuaded  there  was  not 
a member  of  that  body  to  whom  it  would  not  afford 
the  truest  gratification  to  offer  the  small  tribute  of 
respect  and  approbation  intended  to  be  expressed 
in  the  resolution  dien  before  them.  Mr.  W.  then 
submitted  the  following  resolution,  the  question  on 
whicLi  being  put  by  the  clerk,  it  w’as  adopted  una- 
nimously; 

Resolved,  unanimously,  by  the  house  of  representa- 
tives  of  the  United  States  of  Americq,  That  the  thanks 
of  this  house  be  given  to  the  honorable  Henry  Clay, 
speaker  thereof,  for  the  dignity,  ability  and  impar- 
tiality with  which  he  has  discharged  the  duties  of 
that  station. 

, The  speaker  then  rose  and  addressed  the  house 
as  follows. 

Gentlemen — The  house  of  representatives  has,  on 
former  occasions^  honoi'ed  me  by  a vote  of  its 
thanks.  I then  felt  that  the  sole  claim  which  I had 
to  a testimony  of  the  public  approbation  so  distin- 
guished, Was  the  zeal  with  which  I have  ever  sought 
to  discharge  the  highjy  responsible  duties  of  the 
chair;  and  I am  now  sensible  that  I am  indebted  to 
your  belief  of  the  continued  exertion  of  tliat  zeal 
for  the  fresh  proof  of  your  favorable  sentiments 
towards  me,  in  the  resolution  which  you  have  just 
adopted. 

If,  gentlemen,  the  traveller  parts  with  regret  from 
those  agreeable  acquaintances  wliicli  he  casually 
makes,  as  he  journe^-s  on  his  way,  how  much  more 
painful  must  be  the  separation  of  those  who  have 
co-operated  many  months  in  the  anxious  endeavor 
to  advance  the  prosperity  of  a common  country; 
who  have  been  animated  by  mutual  sympathies; 
and  v.^lio  liave  become  endeared  to  each  other  by 
an  interchange  of  all  the  friendly  offices  incident  to 
the  freest  social  intercourse?  Addressing'  you,  as  I 
now  do,  probably  the  last  time  from  fhis  place,  I 
confess  I feel  a degree  of  emotion  vvlvch  I am  ut- 
terly unable  to  express.  I shall  carry  with  me  into 
that  retirement,  which  is  necessary  to  the  perform- 
ance of  indispensable  private  duties,  a grateful 
recollection  of  all  your  kindnesses;  of  the  respect- 
ful and  affectionate  consideration  of  me,  which 
you  have  always  evinced;  of  the  generous,  and  al- 
most unlimited  confidence  wiiich  you  liave  ever 
reposed  in  me;  and  of  the  tenderness  with  which 
you  have  treated  even  my  errors.  But,  interest- 
ing as  have  been  the  relations  in  which  I have 
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stood,  for  many  years,  to  this  liouse,  I have  yeti 
liigner  motives  for  continumgto  behold  it  with  J:he 
det  pc?si  soliciliule.  I shall  regard  it  as  the  great 
depf>sitory  of  the  most  important  powers  of  our  ex- 
cellent constitution;  as  the  watchful  and  faithful 
et  nti:  ;el  of  the  freedom  of  the  people;  as  the  fair- 
est and  truv.st  image  of  their  deliberate  will  and 
wishes;  and  as  that  branch  of  the  government  where, 
if  our  beloved  country  shall  unhappily  be  destined 
to  add  another  to  tlie  long  list  of  melancholy  exam- 
pK  s of  the  loss  of  public  libert)^,  we  shall  witness 
its  last  struggles  and  its  e.xpiring  throes. 

GentK  men,  f beg  you  to  carry  wich  you  my  sin- 
ceresi  wishes  for  your  individual  happiness,  and 
the  prosperity  of  your  respective  families 

Mr.  Smithy  of  Md.  and  \lr.  Van  Rensselaer  having 
been  appointed  to  wait  on  tlie  president,  reported 
to  the  lOUse  tliat  the  president  had  no  further  com- 
munication to  make;  and 

7'he  house  adjourned  to  the  second  Monday  in 
November. 


List  of  Acts, 

Passed  at  the  first  session  of  the  sixteenth  congress. 

An  act  for  the  admission  of  the  territory  of  Missouri 
into  the  union  as  an  independent  state, 
in  addition  to  the  act  making  appropriation 
for  the  support  of  the  navy  for  the  year 
1819., 

making  a partial  appropriation  for  the  mili- 
tary service  of  the  United  States,  for  the 
year  1820. 

for  the  admission  of  Maine  into  the  union, 
shppiementary  to  the  act,  to  fix  the  compen- 
sation of  the  clerks  in  the  public  offices, 
passed  12th  April,  1818. 
to  provide  for  taking  the  fourth  census, 
making  appropi’iations  to  supply  a deficiency 
in  the  appropriations  heretofore  made  for 
the  completion  of  the  wings  of  the  capi-' 
tol,  &c. 

in  addition  to  the  several  acts  for  the  estab- 


departments. 

extending  the  time  for  the  redemption  of 
land  sold  for  direct  taxes,  &c.  ‘ 

to  alter  the  terms  of  the  court  of  the  western 
district  of  Virginia. 

autliorising  the  sale  of  thirteen  sections  of 
land,  lying  within  the  land  district  of  Can- 
ton, Ohio. 

fixing  the  time  for  the  next  meeting  of  con- 
gress. 

to  alter  and  establish  certain  post  roads, 
to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  courts  in  the 
district  of  Columbia. 

to  authoi'lse  the  publication  of  the  laws  of 
the  territory  of  Michigan, 
to  annex  certain  lands  within  the  territory 
of  Michigan  to  tlie  district  of  Detroit, 
to  amend  the  act  for  the  publication  of  the 
laws  of  the  United  Slates, 
in  actfiition  to  the  act  to  provide  for  certain 
persons  engaged  in  the  land  and  naval  ser- 
vice in  the  revolutionary  war. 
to  establisli  an  Uniform  mode  of  discipline  for 
the  militia.  i 

making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  go- 
vernment for  the  year  1820, 
authorising  the  appointmeni  ofa  register  and 
receiver  for  the  land  office  in  J>nurence 
county,  territora^  of  Arkansas, 


An  act  making  appropriations  for  the  centre  build- 
ing of  the  capitol. 

altering  the  place  of  holding  the  U.  States 
courts  in  Ohio. 

to  continue  in  force  the  act  for  establising 
trading  houses  with  the  Indian  tribes, 
making  appropriations  for  the  military  estab- 
lishment for  the  year  1820. 
concerning  the  banks  of  the  district  of  Co- 
lumbia. 

making  appropriations  for  the  support  of  the 
navy  of  the  U.  States  for  the  year  1820. 
authorising  the  transmission  of  certain  docu- 
ments free  of  postage. 

to  continue  in  force  the  act  of  20th  April, 
1818,  supplementary  to  the  act  to  regu- 
late the  collection  of  duties  on  imports  and 
tonnage,  passed  2d  March,  1799. 
to  establish  a circuit  court  in  the  district  of 
Maine. 

to  provide  for  obtaining  accurate  statements 
of  the  foreign  commerce  ©f  the  U.  States, 
forthe  relief  of  certain  persons  who  have  paid 
duties  on  certain  goods  imported  into  Cas- 
tine. 

to  authorise  the  payment  for  certain  muskets 
impressed  into  the  service  of  the  U.  States, 
to  continue  in  force  aw  act  to  provide  for  re- 
ports of  decisions  of  the  supreme  court, 
approved  3d  March,  1817. 
making  further  provision  for  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands. 

to  establish  a district  court  in  the  state  of 
Alabama. 

to  alter  the  times  of  holding  the  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  western  district  of 
Pennsylvania. 

for  the  better  organization  of  the  treasury 
department,  which  authorises  a summary 
process  against  deiinquints  and  defaulters, 
supplementary  to  the  several  acts  for  the  ad- 
justment of  land  claims  in  the  state  of  Lou- 
isiana. 

to  remit  the  duties  on  a statue  of  George 
Washington. 

to  incorporate  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of 
Washington. 

further  to  suspend,  for  a limited  time,  the 
sale  or  forfeiture  of  land,  for  failure  in 
completing  tlie  payment  thereon, 
further  to  extend  the  charter  of  the  city  of 
Washington. 

in  addition  to  the  act  regulating  the  post-of- 
fice establishment. 

to  increase  the  allowance  to  the  judges  of  the 
orphans  court,  in  the  counties  of  Wash- 
ington and  Alexandi'ia. 
for  the  relief  of  certain  sufiTerers  by  fire  at 
Savannah,  in  Georgia. 

for  apportioning  the  representatives  in  the 
17th  congress,  in  the  states  of  Massachu- 
setts and  Maine. 

to  authorise  the  building  of  a certain  num- 
ber of  small  vessels  of  war. 
confirming  the  proceedings  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  village  of  Cahokia,  in  the 
state  of  Illinois,  in  laying  out  a town  on 
the  commons  of  said  village, 
to  continue  in  force  “An  act  to  protect  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  to 
punish  the  crime  of  piracy,”  and  also  to 
make  further  provision  for  punishing  the 
crime  of  piracy. 
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An  act  lo  sstablith additional  land  offices  inthe  state 
of  Alabama  and  Illinois 
relative  to  the  Arkansas  territory, 
to  provide  for  the  expense  of  surveying  parts 
of  the  coast  of  North  Carolina, 
further  to  regulate  the  medical  department 
of  the  army. 

to  revive  tlie  powers  of  the  commissioners  to 
decide  on  claims  to  land  in  the  district  of 
Detroit,  &c.  in  the  territory  of  Michigan, 
graming  to  the  state  of  Ohio,  the  right  of 
pre-emption  to  certain  quarter  sections  of 
land. 

concerning  navigation. 

to  provide  for  biuLiing  an  addition  to  the 
custom  house  in  New-Orleans  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  the  district  court, 
to  limit  the  term  of  office  of  certain  officers 
therm  named,  and  for  other  purposes, 
to  erect  a light  house  on  one  of  the  isles  of 
Shoals,  and  for  other  piirposcvS. 
to  authorise  the  appointment  of  commission- 
ers to  lay  out  the  roa'i  tlierein  niendoned. 
for  the  relief  of  persons  holding  confirmed 
unlocated  claims  for  lands  in  the  state  of 
Illinois. 

to  amend  the  act  making  reservation  of  cer- 
tain public  lands  for  naval  pinposes. 
for  repairing  the  roof  of  the  general  post- 
office,  and  to  procure  an  engine  for  that 
building. 

to  increase  the  number  of  clerks  in  the  war 
department. 

to  amend  the  act  authorising  the  employ- 
ment of  an  additional  naval  force, 
designating  the  ports  within  which  only  fo- 
reign armed  vessels  shall  be  permitted  to 
enter. 

authorizing  the  governor  of  Illinois  to  ob- 
tain certain  abstracts  of  lan^. 
to  impose  a new  tonnage  duty  on  French 
ships  and  vessels. 

jn  addition  to  the  act  making  appropriations 
for  the  support  of  government  for  the 
year  1820. 

to  revive  and  continue  in  force  the  act  to 
provide  for  persons  disabled  by  known 
wounds  received  in  the  revolution, 
for  authorising  a loan  of  three  millions  of 
dollars. 

to  authorise  the  appointment  of  commission- 
ers to  lay  out  a road,  in  continuation  of 
the  great  national  western  road,  from 
Wheeling  to  the  eastern  bank  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Private  acts.  For  the  relief  of  Denton,  Little 
Co.  and  Herman  Hendrick,  of  New-York;  of 
William  McDonald;  of  Beck  and  Harvy;  of  James 
Hughes;  of  the  representatives  of  E’hilip  Barbour; 
allowing  Sarah  Allen  bounty  land  and  pay,  due  to 
ber  son,  who  died  in  the  service  of  the  U.  States; 
for  the  relief  of  Anthony  Burk;  of  Ether  Shepley; 
William  Coffin  and  others;  Fielding  Jones;  Stan- 
ton Sholes;  for  the  benefit  of  the  Columbian  Insti- 
tute, at  Washington  city;  do.  of  Christopher  Mil- 
ler; for  the  relief  of  Samuel  B.  Beall;  certain  set- 
tlers in  the  state  of  Illinois,  Vincennes  district; 
Martha  Flood;  James  Merril;  Charles  S.  Jones  and 
Richard  I’uckner;  John  1).  Carter;  the  rcprcsenta- 
tives  of  Isaac  .M  elchior;  of  Susan  Stewart;  Elkanah 
Finney;  the  heirs  of  Abijah  Hunt  and  William  G. 
Forman;  John  Steele;  Elizabeth  Braden;  Daniel 
liickley  and  Catharine  Clark;  Thomas  C,  ■Withers; 


the  widow  of  Joiin  Heaps;  Daniel  Converse  and 
George  Miller;  James  Wilkinson;  Josepli  Bruce; 
giving  the  right  of  pre  emption  to  James  Shields; 
for  the  relief  of  Jacob  Konkopotand  cttiers,  Stock- 
bridge  indians;  Angus  O’Fraser  and  otheis;  the 
representatives  of  Henry  Wills;  Stephen  Baxter; 
Joseph  M.  Skinner;  John  McGrew  and  others; 
John  B.  Rognier;  John  Law  and  Jonatlnin  Elliott; 
Mathew  Barrow;  John  Dix;  confirming  Antlio- 
thy  Cavalier  and  Peter  Petit  in  their  claim  to  land; 
for  the  relief  of  x\nthony  S.  Delisle  and  others;  the 
representatives  of  Nicholas  Vreeland;  Jeunngs 
O’Bannon;  John  Harding  and  others;  the  repre- 
sentatives of  John  O’Connor;  to  authorise  the  is- 
sue of  letters  patent  to  Richard  Wilcox;  for  the 
relief  of  Walter  Channing;  Jolm  H.  Piatt;  Mary 
Cassin;  Robert  Swartwout;  Thomas  Hunter;  the 
representatives  of  J ench  Francis;  to  settle  tlie  ac- 
counts of  Richard  O’Brien;  forthe  relief  of 'riiornas 
Leiper;  Richard  Smyth;  James  L.  Cathcart;  the 
inhabitants  of  the  village  of  Peoria;  to  grant  a pa- 
te t to  Henry  Burden;  I'orthe  relief  of  Ricliard  S, 
Hackiey;  Joshua  Newton  and  others;  Ambrose 
Vasse. 

Resolutions,  joint,  for  the  further  distribution  of 
the  journal  of  the  convention  which  form- 
ed tiie  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
to  autiiorisc  the  publication  of  jjart  of  the 
secret  jonrnal  of  the  congress  under  tlie 
articles  of  the  confederation, 
giving  the  consent  of  congress  to  the  com- 
pact between  Kentucky  and  T ennessee, 
for  the  settlement  of  tlieir  boundaries, 
for  the  disiributioii  of  certain  copies  of  the 
journal  of  the  convention  which  furnied 
the  constitution. 

declaring  the  'admission  of  Alabama  intc  the 
union. 


Laws  of  the  United  States. 

PASSSETI  AT  THE  LATE  SESSION 

An  act  to  impose  a new  tonnage  duty  on  Fretich 
ships  and  vessels. 

Pc  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives  of  the  United  Slates  of  America,  in  congress  as- 
sembled, That  in  lien  of  the  tonnage  duty  now  paid 
on  French  ships  or  vessels,  there  shall  be  paid  a du- 
ty of  eighteen  dollars  per  ton  on  all  Frem  h slnps 
or  vessels  which  shall  be  entered  in  the  United 
States,  any  act  to  the  contrary  not  withstanding : 
Provided,  hoxoever,  '['hat  nothing  contained  in  this 
act  shall  be  so  construed  as  to  pre\ent  tlie  exten- 
sion of  the  provisions  of  the  act,  entitled  “An  act 
to  repeal  so  much  of  the  several  acts  imposing  du- 
ties on  the  tonnage  of  ships  and  vessels,  and  on 
goods,  wares,  and  merchandize,  imported  into  the 
United  States,  as  imposes  a discriminating' duty  on 
tonnage  between  foreign  vessels  and  vessels  o!  -^he 
United  States,  and  between  the  goods  imported 
into  the  United  .■'tales  in  foreign  vessels  and  vessels 
of  the  United  States,”  to  French  ships  and  vessels, 
and  tlie  goods  imported  therein,  wlicnever  the  go- 
vernmeut  of  France  shall  accede  lo  the  provisions 
of  the  act  above  referred  to. 

Sec.  2 And  be  it  further  enacted,  I'hat  the  tonnage 
duty  laid  and  directed  to  be  paid  by  this  act,  shall 
be  collected  and  paid  according  to  the  provisions 
of  the  act,  entitled  act  to  regulate  the  collec- 
tion of  duties,  on  imports  and  tonnage,”  pinlsedthc 
second  day  of  March,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  ninety-nine. 

Sec,  3.  Aiirl  be  it  further  enacted,  That  this  act 
shall  commence  and  be' in  force,  from  and  after  1.[;  ; 
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first  day  of  July,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and 
twenty.  H.  CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representatives. 

JOHN  GAILLARD, 
President  of  the  senate  pro  tempore. 
■Wasliingtoii,  May  15, 1820.  Approved, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

An  act  to  continue  in  force  «An  act  to  protect  the 
commerce  of  the  United  States,  and  punish  the 
crime  of  piracy,”  and  also  to  make  further  provi- 
sion for  punishing  tlie  crime  of  piracy. 
licit,  enacted  by  Hie  senate  and  lunise  of  reprecenta- 
iivei  of  the  United  States  of  America^  in  Govgres^  as- 
sembled, Chat  tlie  first,  second,  third,  and  fourth, 
sections  of  an  act,  entitled  “An  act  to  protect  the 
commerce  ofthe  United  States  and  punish  the  orime 
of  piracy,”  passed  on  the  third  day  of  March,  one 
thousand  eiglit  hundred  and  nineteen,  be,  and  the 
same  are  hereby  continued  in  force,  from  the  pass  , 
ing  of  this  act,  for  the  term  of  two  years,  and  from 
thence  to  the  end  of  the  next  session  of  congress, 
und  no  longer. 

Sec.  2.  Andhe  it  further  enacted,  That  the  fifth  sec- 
tion of  the  said  act  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  con- 
tinued in  force,  as  to  all  crimes  made  punishable  by 
tltc  same,  and  heretofore  committed,  iuall  respects 
as  fully  as  if  the  duration  df  tlie  said  section  had 
been  without  limitation. 

St  c.  3.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  if  any  per- 
son shall,  upon  the  iiighseas,  or  in  any  open  road- 
stead, or  in  any  haven,  basin,  or  bay,  or  in  any  river, 
wliere  the  sea  ebbs  and  flows,  cornmii  the  crime 
of  robb.  ry  in  or  upon  any  ship  or  vessel,  or  upon 
liny  of  the  ship’s  company  of  any  ship  or  vessel, 
or  the  lading  thereof,  such  person  shall  be  adjudg- 
ed to  be  a pirate;  and  being  thereof  convicted  be- 
fore tlie  circuit  court  ofthe  United  States  for  the 
district  into  which  he  shall  be  brought,  or  in  which 
he  shall  be  found,  shall  suffer  death.  And  if  any 
person  engaged  in  any  piratical  cruise  or  enter- 
prize,  or  being  of  the  crew  or  ship’s  company  of 
any  piratical  ship  or  vessel,  shall  land  from  such 
siiip  or  vessel,  and  on  shore  shall  commit  robbery, 
such  person  shall  be  adjudged  a pirate,  and  on 
conviction  thereof  before  the  circuit  court  of  the 
United  States  for  the  district  into  which  he  shall 
lie  brought,  or  in  which  he  shall  be  found,  shall 
suffer  ueath:  Provided,  that ' nothing  in  this  sec- 
tion contained  shall  be  construed  to  deprive  any 
particular  state  of  its  jurisdiction  over  such  of- 
fences, wlien  committed  within  the  body  of  a coun- 
ty, or  authorise  tlie  courts  of  the  United  Stales 
lo  try  any  such  offenders,  after  conviction  or  ac- 
quittance for  the  same  oll'ence  in  a .state  court. 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther  enacted.  That  if  any  citi- 
zen of  the  United  Slates,  being  of  the  crew  or 
sbv’s  company  of  any  foreign  sliiji  or  vessel  en- 
gaged in  the  slave  trade,  or  any  jiei'son  whatever, 
being  of  the  crew  or  ship’s  company  of  any  ship  or 
vessel  owned  in  whole  or  in  jiart,  or  navigated  for, 
or  in  behalf  of,  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  tlie  United 
Stales,  shall  land  from  any  ship  or  vessel,  and,  on 
any  foreign  shore,  seize  any  m'gro  or  mulatto,  not 
held  to  service  or  labor  by  the  laws  of  either  ofthe 
states  or  territories  of  the  United  States,  with  in- 
tent to  make  such  negro  or  mulatto  a slave,  or  shall 
decoy  or  lorcibly  bring  r>r  carry,  or  siiall  receive 
.such  negro  or  mulatto  on  board  any  sucli  ship  or 
vessel,  with  intent,  as  aforesaid,  such  citizen  or 
person  shall  be  adjudged  a piratiy  and,  on  con- 
viction thereof  before  the  circuit  convl  of  tlie  Unit- 
ed .States  for  tlie  district  wiiercin  he  may  be  brought 
or  found,  sbaM  s'drer  deetb-  ' 


Sec.  5.  And  be  it  further  enacted,  T'hat  if  any  citi- 
zen ofthe  United  States,  being  ofthe  crew  or  ship’s 
company  of  any  foreign  ship  or  vessel  engaged  in 
the  slave  trade,  or  any  person  whatever,  being  of 
the  crew  or  ship’s  company  of  any  siiip  or  vessel, 
owned  wholly  or  in  part,  or  navigated  for,  or  in  be- 
half of  any  citizen  or  citizens  of  the  U.  States,  shall 
forcibly  confine,  or  detain,  or  aid  and  abet  in  lorcibly 
confining,  or  detaining,  on  board  such  siiip  or  ves- 
sel, any  negro  or  mulatto,  not  held  to  service  by 
die  laws  of  either  of  the  states  or  territories  of  the 
United  States,  with  intent  to  make  sucli  negro  and 
mulatto  a slave,  or  shall,  on  board  any  such  ship. or 
vessel,  offer,  or  attempt  to  sell,  as  a slave,  any  negro 
or  mulatto,  not  held  to  service,  as  aforesaid,  or  shall, 
on  the  high  seas,  or  any  where  on  tide  water,  trans- 
fer  or  deliver  over,  to  any  other  siiip  or  vessel,  any 
negro  or  mulatto,  not  held  to  service,  as  aforesaid, 
with  intent  to  make  such  negro  or  mulatto  a slave, 
or  shall  land,  or  deliver  on  shore,  from  on  board  any 
such  .ship  or  vessel,  any  such  negro  or  mulatto,  with 
intent  to  make  sale  of,  or  havmg  previously  sold, 
such  negro  or  mulatto  as  a slave,  such  citizen  or 
person  shall  be  adjudged  a pirate,  and,  on  convic- 
tion thereof,  before  the  circuit  court  of  the  United 
States  for  the  district  wherein  he  shall  be  brought 
or  found,  shall  suffer  death. 

" n.  CLAY", 

Speaker  of  tiie  house  of  representatives. 

JOHN  GULL  A R I), 

President  of  the  senate,  pro  tempore. 

, Wa.shington,  May  15,  1820.  Approved, 

James  monroe. 

An  act  to  amend  the  act,  entitled  “.\n  act  to  amend 
the  act  authorising  tlie  employment  of  an  addi- 
tional naval  force.” 

Be  it  enacted  by  die  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  Utiited  States  of  Am  ricn,  in  congress  as- 
sembled, 'I’hat  the  second  section  ofthe  act,  entitled 
“An  act  authorising  the  employment  of  an  addition- 
al naval  force,”  passed  on  tiic  tiiirty-first  day  (;f 
January,  eighteen  hundred  and  nine,  be,  and  the 
same  is  hereby  amemled,  so  fur  as  to  authorise  the 
enlistment  of  able  seamen,  ordinary  seamen,  and 
boys,  during  the  continuance  of  the  service  or 
cruise  for  which  they  shall  be  enli.sted;  not,  how- 
ever to  exceed  the  period  of  three  vears. 

H.  CLAYS 

Speaker  of  tlie  house  of  representatives. 

JOHN  GAILLARD, 

President  of  the  senate,  pro  tempore. 
Washington,  May  15,  1820.  Approved, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

An  act  supplementary  to  an  act,  entitled  “an  act 
concerning  navigation.” 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  congress 
assembled,  That,  from  and  after  tlie  thirtieth  day 
of  September  next,  the  ports  of  tlte  United  States 
shall  be  and  remain  closed  against  every  vessel 
owned  wholly  or  in  part  by  a subject  or  subjects  of 
his  IJritannic  majesty,  coming,  or  arriving  by  sea, 
from  any  jiort  or  place  in  the  province  of  Lower 
Canada,  or  coming,  or  arriving,  from  any  iiort  or 
place  in  tlie  province  of  New  Brunswick,  the  pro- 
vince of  Nova  Scotia,  the  island  of  Newfoundland, 
St.  .lolins  or  Cape  Breton,  or  the  dependencies  of 
any  of  them,  the  islands  of  Bermuda,  the  Bahama 
islands  called  Caicos,  or  the  dependencies  of  any 
of  them,  or  from  any  otlier  port  or  place  in  any  isl- 
and, colony,  territory,  or  p.ossession,  under  the  do- 
minion of  Great  Britain  in  the  M'est  Judies,  or  on 
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the  continent  of  America,  south  of  the  southern 
boundary  of  the  United  States,  and  not  included 
witlhn  the  act  to  widen  this  act  is  supplementary. 
And  every  such  vessel,  so  excluded  from  the  ports 
of  the  United  States,  that  shall  enter,  or  attempt  to 
enter,  the  same,  in  violation  of  this  act,  shall,  with 
her  tackle,  apparel  and  furniture,  together  with  her 
cargo  on  board  such  vessel,  be  forfeited  to  the  U. 
States. 

Sec.  2.  ^ind  be  it  further  enacted^  That,  from  and 
after  the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  the 
owner,  consignee,  or  agent,  of  every  vessel  owned 
wholly  or  part  by  a subject  or  subjects  of  his  Britan- 
nic majesty^,  which  shall  have  been  duly  entered 
in  any  port  of  the  United  States,  and  on  board  of 
which  shall  have  been  there  laden,  for  exportation, 
any  article  or  articles  of  the  growth,  produce  or 
manufacture  oftlie  United  States,  other  than  pro- 
visions and  sea-stores  necessary  for  the  voyage, 
shall,  before  such  vessel  shall  have  been  cleared 
outward  at  the  custom-house,  give  bond,  in  a sum 
double  tile  value  of  such  article  or  articles,  with  one 
or  more  sureties,  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  collector, 
that  the  article  or  articles,  so  laden  on  board  such 
vessel  for  exportation,  shall  be  landed  in  some  port 
or  place  other  than  a port  or  place  in  any  province, 
island,  colony,  territory  or  possession,  belonging  to 
his  Britannic  majesty,  that  is  mentioned  or  describ- 
ed in  this  act,  or  in  the  act  to  which  this  act  is  sup- 
plementary. And  every'  such  vessel  that  shall  sail,  or 
attempt  to  sail,  fl  om  any  port  of  the  United  States, 
without  having  complied  with  the  provisions  afore- 
said, by  giving  bond  as  aforesaid,  shall,  wit}\  her 
tackle,  apparel  and  furniture,  together  with  the  : 
article  or  articles  aforesaid,  laden  on  board  the 
same  as  afoi'esaid,  be  forfeited  to  the  United  States: 
Provided,  That  nothing  herein  contained  shall  be 
deemed  or  construed  so  as  to  violate  any  provision 
of  the  convention  to  regulate  commerce  between 
the  territories  of  the  United  States  and  of  his  Bri- 
tannic majesty,  signed  the  third  day  of  July,  one 
thousand  eight  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Sec.  3.  Jhid  be  it  further  enacted.  That,  from  and 
after. the  thirtieth  day  of  September  next,  no  goods, 
wares,  or  merchandize,  shall  be  imported  into  thfe 
United  t^tates  of  America  from  the  province  of  Nova 
Scotia,  the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  the  islands 
of  Cape  Breton,  St  Johns,  New.^'oundland,  or  their 
respective  dependencies,  from  the  Bermuda  islands, 
the  Bahama  islands,  the  islands  called  Caicos,  or  ei- 
ther or  any  of  the  aforesaid  possessions,  islands,  or 
places,  or  from  any  other  province,  possession,  plan- 
tation, island,  or  place,  under  the  dominion  of  Great 
Britain  in  the  West  Indies,  or  on  the  continent  of 
America,  south  of  the  southern  boundaries  of  the  U. 
States,  except  only  such  goods,  wares,  and  . mer- 
chandize, as  are  truly  and  .wholly'  of  the  growth, 
produce,  or  manufacture,  of  dhe  province,  colonv, 
plantation,  island,  possession,  or  place  aforesaid, 
where  the  same  shall  be  laden,  and  from  whence 
such  goods,  wares,  or  merchandize,  shall  directly 
be  imported  into  the  United  States;  and  all  goods, 
wares,  and  merchandize,  imported,  or  attempted  to 
be  imported,  into  the  United  States  of  j^merica, 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  this  act,  together  with 
the  vessel  on  board  of  which  the  same  shall  be 
laden,  her  tackle,  apparel,  and  furniture,  shall  be 
forfeited  to  the  United  States, 

Sec  4.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  form  of 
the  bond  aforesaid  shall  be  prescribed,  and  the  same 
shall  be  discharged,  and  all  penalties  and  forfei- 
tures, incurred  under  this  act,  shall  be  sued  for, 
recovered,  distributed,  and  accounted  for,  and  the 
same  may  be  mitigated,  or  romitted,  in  the  manner. 


and  according  to  the  provisions,  of  the  act  to  which 
this  act  is  supplementary. 

H.  CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  representative^, 
JOHN  GAILLARD, 
President  of  the  senate,  pro  tempore. 
Washington,  May  15,  1820,  Approved, 

JAMES  MONROE. 


Foreign  Articles. 

Q;^Slnce  the  following  articles  were  prepared, 
we  learn,  by  other  arrivals,  that  Thistiewood  had 
been  fouiul  guilty  of  ‘conspiring  to  levy  war,  and 
actually  levying  war,  against  the  king.^*  One  of  the 
censors  (of  the  press)  at  Paris,  was  pretty  nearly 
mobbed  by  the  people,  because  of  his  odious  ott 
fice.  The  Russian  minister  has  complimented  Fer- 
dinand on  accepting  the  constitution  of  the  cortes. 
The  inquisition  has  been  destroyed  at  Majorca,  &c.; 
and  its  victims  paraded  in  triumph.  The  remains  of 
general  Lacey,  shot  for  being  a patriot,  were  to  be 
raised  and  re-interred  with  great  ceremony.  Qui- 
roga  has  entered  Cadiz  amidst  the  acclamations  of 
the  people. 

By  an  arrival  at  Stonnington,  we  learn  that  the 
new  government  at  Buenos  Ayres  was  organized 
and  settled  General  Artigas  had  overrun  and  sub- 
dued all  the,  country  east  of  the  river,  and  peace 
was  again  established.  General  “Sarrata,’*  f proba- 
bly Carrera]  was  at  the  head  of  the  government  at 
Buenos  Ay'res. 

GREAT  BJITTAII^  AXl)  TRELAXD, 

Jjomlon  dates  of  April  19. 

The  new  parliament  was  to  assemble  on  the  2Jst 
April,  ‘fheyseera  much  perplexed  to  know  what  to 
do  with  the  queen,  who  was  last  at  Rome.  She  has 
written  a spirited  letter  home,  demanding  that  her 
name  should  be  inserted  in  the  liturgy,  that  a palace 
should  be  assigned  her,  &c.  and  appears  determin- 
ed on  a speedy  return  to  England.  She  complains 
of  being  surrounded  by  spies,  and  of  many  insults 
heaped  upon  her. 

It  was  stated  on  oath,  that  a conspiracy  for  a sivnd- 
taiieous  insurrection  had  been  formed— that  Hud- 
dersfield was  to  have  been  taken— themail  coaches 
stopped — and  a revolution  commenced,  &c.  &c. 

Commotions  had  risen  to  a greatheightin  Scot- 
land. The  mobs  had  been  fired  on  several  times. 
Eleven  of  a committee  of  a provisional  government 
had  been  arrested. 

Several  arrests  have  taken  place  at  Glasgow,  of 
persons  so  respectable  that  the  papers  forbear  to 
mention  their  names. 

The  king  has  issued  aproclamation  offeringa  re- 
v/ard  of  5001.  foKthe  discovery  of  the  authors  or 
printers  of  a- treasonable  address  posted  up  in  Glas- 
gow, Paisley,  &c.  on  the  night  of  April  !. 

Many  persons  have  been  committed,  charged 
with  high  treason.  Arrests,  in  England  aiid  Scot- 
land, are  “as  plenty  as  blackberries.’* 

We  have  many  details  of  the  designs  and  pro- 
ceedings of  the  radicals  in  England. — It  is  useles.s 
to  relate  them.  The  country  is  very  unsettled  and 
uneasy,  and  plots  or  reported  plots  are  heard  of 
ir.  all  the  manufacturing  districts.  Parties  of  radi- 
cals have  been  discovered  and  dispersed  when  go- 
ing through  their  military  exercises  with  pikes, 
and  tliere  is  a great  cry  about  the  manufacture  of 
those  weapons. 

The  trial  of  Thistiewood  and  his  associates,  was 
going  on  witli  great  form  and  excited  much  atter 
tion.  Several  witnesses  had  been  examined;  among 
them  a person  ).Tame4  Adams,  an  accompbcv% 
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waose  evidence  is  said  to  have  caused  a “universai 
chudder  throughout  the  audience.” 

Some  of  the  British  editovs  laugh  very  heartily 
at  a proclamation  of  George  !V.  “forthe  encourage- 
ment of  piety  and  virtue,  and  for  the  preventing 
and  punishment  oi vice, prof anefiess  and immornliiy  ” 
Hanginir  seems  more  lively  tlian  any  other 
ness  in  England  Dozens  are  condemned  at  the 
sfcss.ons  oftiie  several  courts,  for  various  ofleoces* 
'file  Liverpool  Courier  of  \pnl  19,  says,  “In 
Yorkshire  and  Scotland,  the  experiment  of  asimul- 
taneous  insurrection  has  been  attempted,  and  even 
yet  the  tumults  are  unallayed.” 

The  robes  to  be  usi'd  at  the  new  king’s  corona- 
tion will  cost30,000Z. 

It  is  stated  that  the  revenue  in  England  has  not 
been  so  productive  as  had  been  expected. 

'I'here  was  a deficiency  in  the  cloth  manufac- 
tures of  Yorkshire  last  year,  couipared  with  those 
of  the  preceding,  of  61,061  pieces  of  broads  and 
20,614  of  narrow — together  2,672,103  yards. 

Every  seventh  man,  woman  and  child  of  Liver- 
pool is  a pauper— not  more  than  one  half  of  the 
population  contributes  to  tlie  parish  rates,  which 
amount  to  §333,000  dollars  per  annum! 

Pickpockets  carry  on  trade  in  gangs  of  30  or  4-0 
strong  in  London,  and  have  severely  abused  some 
who  detected  and  attempted  to  arrest  them. 

A late  London  paper  says— V chest  recently 
brought  from  India,  containing  the  regalia  and 
other  articles  taken  in  1815,  from  the  palace  of  the 
deposed  king  of  Candy,  was  opened  on  Wednes- 
day last  at  the  bank  of  England,  .\mongtiie  curi- 
dus  and  costly  articles  disclosed  to  view,  were  a re- 
gal crown  of  pure  gold,  an  entire  suite  of  golden 
armour,  together  with  a number  of  tiai*as,  brace- 
lets, amulets,  and  other  ornaments,  for  the  most 
part  studded  with  precious  stones,  and  many  of 
them  suspended  by  massive  gold  chains,  of  ingeni- 
ous workmanship.  ^ he  whole  collection,  which 
is  of  considerable  value,  has  been  given  up  by  his 
majesty  for  the  benefit  of  tlie  captors,  and  will 
shortly,  it  is  understood,  be  ofTerodfor  sale 

[Rless  my  heart!— what  would  the  Loudon  pa- 
pers have  said  if  Napoleon  had  deposed  Ferdinand 
as  the  British  did  the  king  of  Candy,  and,  in  like 
manner  carried  off  the  crown  and  regalia.'*  What  a 
difference  is  there  between  meum  and  tuum?] 

Scotlmid.  A battle,  with  f re  a*'tns,  took  place 
between  a small  party  of  the  radicals  and  a detach- 
ment of  troops,  between  Kilsyth  and  Sterling.  Two 
or  tliree  of  the  former  were  killed  and  several  of 
them,  as  well  as  of  the  soldiers,  wounded.  The  ra- 
dicals were  defeated,  and  nearly  20  of  them  made 
prisoners.  Various  military  movements  of  the  dis- 
affected are  spoken  of — it  is  said  that  they  are  dril- 
led at  night.  There  was  a great  riot  at  Greenock 
on  the  7th  of  April — the  people  attacked  the 
troops  as  they  were  carrying  some  prisoners  to  jail, 
and  pelted  them  severely  with  stones.  The  mob  was 
fired  upon,  and  9 of  them  killed  and  as  many  se- 
verely wounded.  But  it  generally  appears  thattlie 
disposition  to  revolt  was  subsiding  at  Paisley,  8ic 
Many  thousands,  however,  were  said  to  be  out  in 
arms  on  the  5th  of  April,  and  the  ministerial  papers 
seem  to  be  very  uneasy  about  the  appearances  of 
things. 

rnANCE. 

A letter  from  Paris  mentions  that  a new  mode  of 
posting  up  incendiary  papers  had  been  discovered 
in  France,  by  the  detection  of  a man  in  the  act.  He 
carried  a little  boy  ijvu  box  like  the  magic  lanthorn, 
and  while  he  leaned  against  the  wall,  as  if  to  rest 
himself,  the  little  boy  drew  back  a slider,  pasted  on 


the  paper,  and  shut  himself  up  . gain;  the  U;an  tak- 
ing occasion  to  walk  off  to  another  resting  place. 

I he  euiiors  of  five  Pans  papers  have  been  sum- 
; monedfor  publishing  that  a committee  of  assurance 
was  established  in  favor  of  the  victims  of  arbitrary 
, imprisonment. 

I Liberty  of  the  press!  Paris,  April  3.  1'he  follow- 
ing circular  letter  has  been  ihis  day  received  by  the 
; proprietors  of  the  different  gazettes: 

; Monsieur- 1 have  the  honor  to  inform  you  that 
: the  commission  of  censors,  created  by  an  ordinance 
I of  liis  uiajtsty,  under  date  of  the  1st" of  this  month,, 
hasestaolisued  its  office  at  Nv. 13,  Rue  de  St.  Pierre, 
and  that  it  wifi  be  open  every  day  from  12  to  3 
o’clock,  and  in  the  evening  from  8 to  10. 

I invite  you,  in  consequence,  to  be  so  good  as  to 
address  to  tiie  commission,  within  the  hours  named 
above,  and  to  commence  this  day,  every  article  -which 
is  intended  to  enter  into  the  composition  of  yoxtr  jour ~ 
nat,  and  -which,  conformably  to  the  lu-w  of  the  31y^  ult^ 
must  be  submitted  to  its  examination.  The  official 
bulletin  of  the  sittings  of  the  chamber  of  peers  and 
j of  the  chamber  of  deputies,  are  alone  excepted 
from  this  disposition. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  with  perfect  considera- 
tion, sir,  your  most  humble  and  most  obedient  ser- 
vant. 

The  secretary  of  the  commission, 

L HUBERT. 

London,  April  V2.  I'he  Paris  papers  of  Saturday 
arrived  yesterday.  A circular  !uis  been  addressed 
by  the  duke  de  Richelieu  to  the  lieutenant-gene- 
rals commanding  military  divisions,  the  procureurs 
general  of  the  king  in  the  courts  royaie,  and  the 
prefects  of  departments,  culling  upon  them  to  take 
every  measure  for  the  faithful  execution  of  the 
recent  laws,  wherever  nece.ssary,  andfor  the  detec- 
tion and  frustration  of  machinations  and  conspira- 
cies. 

NArOLEON  BONAPARTE 

Late  accounts  from  the  hero  on  the  rock  repre- 
sent him  to  be  in  good  health;  but  that  he  still  re- 
fuses to  suffer  himself  to  be  exhibited  for  a shoWj 
.mainlaining  the  dignity  of  a man. 

SPAIN. 

The  London  Courier,  of  the  17th  April,  an-? 
nounces  that,  ten  days  ago,  a courier  passed  through 
that  country,  on  his  loay  to  Washington,  -ivith  fresh 
ijisirnciioHsfroni  the  neie  government  of  Spain  to  gen. 
Fives 

The  king  of  Spain  has  taken  the  title  of  king  of 
Spain  and  the  Indies,  according  to  the  constitution. 

All  the  foreign  ministers  at  Madrid,  excepting 
Mr.  Forsyth,  are  yet  waiting  instructions  from  their 
governments,  before  they  congratulate  the  king  up- 
on the  change  of  affairs. 

“ The  treatment  which  we  understand  that  our 
ambassador  has  i-eceivedfrom  the  new  government 
in  Spain,  has  been  of  such  a nature  that  we  should 
not  be  surprised  to  hear  of  his  sudden  return,  even 
without  the  formality  of  taking  leave  of  the  present 
jovereign  of  that  country.”  Ijou  pap. 

“Events  in  Spain,”  says  the  Gazette  de  FraneCt 
“assume  dail}’  a more  serious  aspect;  princes,  bro- 
thers to  the  king,  have  been  obliged  to  take  the 
title  of  citizens.  Several  provinces  still  refuse  to 
acknowledge  the  new  constitution.  The  finances 
are  in  a deplorable  state;  the  government  has  sup- 
plied itself  with  a little  money,  by  confiscating  the 
wealth  of  some  members  of  the  inquisition;  but 
this  resource  is  precarious,  and  the  penury  of  the 
treasury  will  compel  the  adoption  of  general  mea- 
sures of  which  it  is  impossible  to  foresee  the  re» 
suits.” 
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Measures  have  been  adopted  to  bring  to  condign 
punishment  the  real  culprits  in  the  massacre  at 
Cadiz. 

The  soldiers  who  fired  on  the  inhabitaj«:ts  of  Ca- 
diz were  received  with  every  mark  of  indignation, 
by  the  other  soldiery,  when  they  returned  to  head 
quarters.  They  were  stripped  of  their  arms  and 
military  clothing,  and  sent  barefooted  to  a place  of 
detention. 

It  is  stated  that,  at  the  period  of  the  late  revo- 
lution, more  than  300,000  Spaniards  were  in  exile, 
on  account  of  their  political  opinions  ! They  have 
been  publicly  invited,  home. 

A private  letter  says— “I  have  just  heard,  from  a 
gentleman  of  information,  that  a colonel,  lately  li- 
berated after  four  months  captivity  in  the  inquisi- 
tion, mentions  that  a machine  bad  been  fixed  to  him 
in  such  a manner,  that  part  of  it,  like  the  pendu- 
ium  of  a clock,  should  beat  constantly  against  his 
forehead,  so  as  to  produce  his  death  slowly. 

All  the  monasteries  are  to  be  abolished  except  a 
limited  number,  and  these  are  to  be  confined  to 
peculiar  orders.  Much  of  their  property  is  to  pass 
into  the  national  funds.  Tlie  army,  from  about 

200.000  men,  is  to'be  reduced  to  30,000.  The  king, 
hitherto,  was  arbitrary,  and  took  what  money  he 
pleased,  if  he  could  get  it;  he  is  to  have  a fixed 
revenue  of  40,000,000  reals.  It  is  reported,  that 
since  1815,  he  has  deposited  large  sums  in  England. 
The  salary  of  the  ambassador  at  London  is  fixed  at 

30.000  dollars.  A crowd  of  people  surrounded  the 
palace  and  demanded  the  head  of  the  duke  of  Ala- 
gon,  an  infamous  character;  but  he  made  his  escape 
and  fled  the  country.  The  duke  of  Montego,  ano- 
ther of  the  king’s  favorites,  is  banished.  The  Tin- 
tional  cockade  is  red  and  green,  about  the  size  of  a 
dollar,  put  over  the  usual  Spanish  cockade.  It  ap- 
pears that  the  patriot  army  will  not  be  separated 
until  the  cortes  shall  direct  it,  maintaining  its  po- 
sition at  Isla.  Quiroga,  Riego,  Arco  and  Aguero, 
chiefs  of  the  revolutionary  army,  have  been  brevet- 
ted  field  marshals.  Gen.  Blake  is  president  of  the 
council  of  state;  and  the  most  illustrious  Spaniards 
are  now  in  power  throughout  the  kingdom.  The 
people  of  Valencia  were  demanding  the  head  of 
the  infamous  general  Elio,  who  had  shut  himself 
lip  in  the  citadel.  The  property  of  the  inquisi.  ion  has 
been  confiscated.  The  bishop  of  Cadiz,  and  others, 
have  been  imprisoned,  as  instigators  of  the  late 
massacre  in  that  city.  Freyre  escaped,  and  was 
yet  at  large. 

The  people  of  Catalonia  poured  forth  all  their 
fury  on  the  building  or  palace  of  the  inquisition  at 
Barcelona:  they  sacked  it,  and  rendered  it  forever 
uninhabitable.  “The  sight  of  its  subterraneous  pri 
sons  excited  a profound  indignation.  It  was  hard 
to  believe  that  the  priests  had  liad  the  cruelty  to 
bury  human  beings  alive  in  these  damp  caverns,  de- 
prived at  once  of  light  and  air!  The  comedian  Pinto, 
so  estimable  for  his  personal  character,  groaned 
there  for  two  years;  his  nearest  friends  could  hard- 
ly recognize  him,  so  greatly  was  he  disfigured  — 
He  was  formerly  robust  and  corpulent.  He  came 
out  from  the  dungeon  so  meagre  and  so  reduced 
that  lie  W’as  hardly  the  same  man.  All  theprison- 
e-rs  are  in  general,  as  it  were,  overcome  with  their 
new  existence — The  light  of  day  dazzles  and  blinds 
them:  they  cannot  support  it,  and  their  naental 
faculties  are  impaired  also — Much  time  and  care 
will  be  required  to  restore  them  to  complete 
health.” 

The  inquisitors  fled,  else  they  would  have  been 
sacrificed  by  the  people — their  horrible  records,  for 
^hres  hundred  ya&rs  past,  were  thrown  into  tho 


j street  and  carried  off  by  the  populace,  deve- 
loping many  terrific  transactions.  At  Granada  also, 
the  dungeons  of  the  inquisition  were  opened  by 
force,  and  the  “Ao/i/  office‘s  destroyed.  That  at 
Barcelona  is  to  be  razed  to  the  ground,  and  the 
place  on  which  it  stood  will  be  solemnly  consecrat- 
ed to  Quiroga. 

The  Madrid  Gazette  of  March  30,  contains  the 
following  decree  by  Ferdinand: — 

“As  the  constitution  to  wliicli  1 have  sworn,  is  the 
fundamental  law  whicli  rules  the  rights  and  duties 
of  Spaniards  towards  the  throne  and  nation — eonsi- 
deriug  that  those  who  refu.se  to  recognise  the  law 
of  the  land,  thereby  renounce  the  protection  which 
it  grants  them,  and  the  advantages  which  society  ac- 
knowledges, as  also  the  privilege  of  living  in  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  country,  I declare,  conformably  to  the 
decrees  of  the  general  and  extraordinaiy  cortes  of 
Aiig.  17, 1812,  that  every  Spaniard  who  refuses  to 
acknowledge  the  political  constitution  of  the  mo- 
narchy, or  who,  in  sweai'ingto  it,  does  so  with  re- 
strictions contrary  to  the  spirit  of  this  charter,  is 
unworthy  of  being  regarded  as  such;  that  he  be  le- 
gally deprived  of  honorary  distinctions,  civil  or 
military  employ,  emoluments  and  prerogatives,  and 
separated  from  the  teni.ory  of  the  monarchy;  and  if 
he  be  an  ecclesiastic,  tie  shall  be  deprived  of  his 
living.  I enjoin,  under  tlie  strictest  responsibility, 
on  all  the  political  chiefs  and  other  constitutional 
authorities,  the  execution  of  this  my  decree. 

“Given  at  the  palace,  March  26,  1820.” 

POllTUOAl. 

It  is  now  said  that  every  thing  is  quiet  in  Portu- 
gal, and  that  the  news  of  the  Spanish  revolution 
^had  not  caused  any  excitement  am-ong  the  people. 

ITALT. 

The  rumours  of  a threatened  revolution  in  Italy 
a re  renewed. 

A London  paper  mentions  the  discovery  of  a 
plot  among  tlie  galley  slaves  (about  1500)  atCevita 
Vecchia,  to  regain  tlielr  liberty,  which  was  on  the 
point  of  being  attempted  when  exposed  by  one 
concerned,  in  the  hope  of  reward.  'I'hey  had  pur- 
jiosed,  after  getting  their  own  freedom,  essaying 
ta  effect  a revolution  in  Rome,  by  liberating  all  per- 
sons confined  in  the  prisons  and  engaging  the  low- 
er class  of  the  people  in  their  views. 

SWr.DKX. 

The  population  of  Sweden,  as  ascertained  in 
1818,  amounted  to  2,543,412  souls— of  whom  there 
were  71,792  in  Stockholm. 

RUSSIA. 

A war  between  Russia  and  the  Ottoman  Porte  is 
spoken  of.  Alexander  lias  a powerful  army  of 
800,000  men  at  his  disposal;  and  the  present  is  con- 
sidered a favorable  moment  to  accomplish  the 
views  of  his  grandfather. 

The  following  is  extracted  from  the  Paris  Con- 
stilutionnel: 

“A  very  important  diplomatic  note  from  Rus- 
sia isspoken  of,  which  declares, !thattliat  power  will 
consider  any  armed  intervention  of  one  state,  in 
in  t!ie  internal  afiairs  of  another,  as  an  hostility 
against  herself.” 

EAST  INDIES. 

The  chief  settlement  or  i-endezvous  of  the  Arab 
pirates,  in  the  gulf  of  Persia,  has  been  destroyed 
by  a British  force  from  Bombay. 

WEST  J.VDJ  K.S, 

A Spanish  sloop  of  war  recently  arrived  at  the. 
Havana  from  Vera  Cruz,-  with  400,000  dollars  in 
specie  on  board.  The  constitution  of  tlie  cortes 
ii.as  been  proclaimed  with  great  rejoicings  at  Porto 
Ric« , 
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We  have  a very  long  and  splendid  account  of  the . 
proceedings  which  took  place  at  Havana,  on  chang- 
ing the  royal  to  the  constitutional  government, 
“Live  the  constitution,  live  Quiroga!’’ — “live  the 
nation,  down  with  superstition  and  hypocricy,” 
was  the  almost  unanimous  cry  of  the  peojile,  as 
well  as  of  the  military.  The  Franciscan  monks, 
who,  on  the  return  of“ Ferdinand,  caused  the  con- 1 
atitution  to  be  religiously  burned,  had  to  perform. a 
most  unpleasant  task — they  were  co  npelled  to  ring 
all  the  bells  of  the  convent, the  whole  night  through, 
for  joy  ! Interested  as  we  arc  in  the  fate  of  Cuba, ' 
the  details  are  of  considerable  importance,  as  shew- 
iug  the  feelings  that  prevail  in  tliis^fmvaluable  isl- 
and; and  as  confirming  w’nat  we  have  asserted,  on 
good  authority,  as  to  the  prospect  of  its  indepen- 
dence. 

The  common  Spanish  benediction,  “mar  you  live 
a tlumsand  years,”  seems  to  have  been  much  en- 
larked  oil  this  occasion  : The  governor  began  his 
iirodamation  thus  -“-'Why  the  comiitution,  and  the 
kin^  who  has  sworn  to  it,  live  for  one  thousand  cenm- 
riesr 

SOUTH  AJtERICA. 

The  news  of  tlie  revolution  in  Spain  had  reach- 
ed Caraccas,  but  no  change  in  the  government  had 
taken  place.  fhe  expedition  wliich  lately  left 
Margaritta,  is  said  to  have  been  severely  defeated 
near  Maracaybo. 

A late  I-oiidoh  paper  says— “The  provisional  jun- 
ta at  Madrid  are  on  the  point  of  sending  commis- 
sioners to  South  America,  to  treat  upon  terms  of 
accommodation.” 


CHRONICLE. 

Charles  Ta.it,  formerly  a senator  in  congress  from 
the  state  of  Georgia,  has  been  appointed,  by  the 
nvesideut  and  senacc,  to  be  district  judge  for  the 
district  of  Alabama. 

Jihn  Jlii.llojiy,  late  a cajhain  in  the  U.  S.  navy,  has 
been  appointed  by  tiie  president,  with  tiie  consent 
of  the  senate,  United  States’  consul  at  Tangier,  in 
liie  kingdom  of  Morocco,  vice  James  Simpson,  de- 
ceased. 

[x\n  annual  salary  of  2,000  dollars,  is  by  law  at- 
tached to  this  consulship.] 

.iUereil  notes  of  tlie  Farrner.s’ Irank  of  Virginia, 
])ayahle  at  the  offices,  are  in  circiilalion  in  tJiat 
state.  The  demomination  is  clianged  from  five  to 
iiftv,  and  exceedingly  well  done,  but  easily  detect- 
ed b\'  a reference  to  tiie  vignettes,  Sec.  Besides, 
die  ligurcs  50  are  wanting  at  the  foot  iu  the  altered 

OIK'S 

The  navy.  Commodore  Stewart  has  been  ap- 
pointed a commissioner  of  the  navy,  vice  Decatur, 

• iereased.  (himmodores  Rodgers  and  Porter  have 
recently  visitetl  .Morfolk. 

Il'est  Point  cadets.  It  is  stated  that  the  corps  of, 
iiadetsat  West  Point,  will  shortly  rnarcli  for  Wush- 
lugtoii  city,  merely  on  a tour  of  duty. 

Colonization,  We  learn  that  tlie  sliip  Elizabeth, 
sent  out  'oy  the  colonization  society  of  this  city, 
witli  jieople  of  color,  and  all  kinds  of  implements 
of  IniNbandrv,  for  the  purpose  of  making*  a settle- 
ment in  Mi'ica,  arrived  at  Sierra  Leone,  in  the  re- 
mark-able short  passage  of  36  days,  all  well.  After 
waiting  there  about  a week,  and  the  Cyane,  her 
convoy,  not  arriving,  she  proceeded  down  the  coast 
to  Sherhro,  the  place  given  tiiem  by  one  of  the 
\fri  can  kings  to  make  their  settlement  on — Three 
Javs  al'te-rtlie  Elizabetli  left  Sierra  Leone,  the  Cy 


ane  also  arrived  at  that  port,  and,  after  .stopping  two* 
or  three  days,  followed  on  JV*.  T.  E.  Post. 

Maine.  The  Hallowell  and  Augusta  bank  re- 
fuses payment  of  its  bills.  Those  of  Wiscasset 
and  Castine  are  also  said  to  have  stopped.  They 
appear  to  have  been  severely  run  upon;  butahope 
is  expressed,  that  their  embarrassments  are  tem- 
porary. Yet  their  bills  are  at  about  50  per  cent, 
discount! 

Election  statistics, — The  whole  number  of  votes 
given  in  at  the  late  election  of  senators,  was  as  fol- 
lows 


York  couTTty,  „ 

. ..  * 10,357 

Cumberland,  . 

11.630 

Lincoln, 

12,615 

Kennebec, 

10,013 

Hancock, 

, , , 5,287 

Washington,  . 

1,359 

Oxford,  . 

4,608 

Somersett 

. . ” 3,752 

Penobscot, 

1,286 

Creen  Bn.y.  200  tJ,  S troops  have  embarked  at 
Sackelt’s  Harbor,  for  Niagara,  on  their  way  to  the 
fort  at  Green  bay,  on  lake  Michigan. 

Connecticut.  Elijah  Boardman,  E.sq.  is  elected 
senator  from  the  state  of  Connecticut,  in  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States,  in  the  place  of  Samuel 
W.  Dana,  Esq  wliose  term  of  service  expires. 

JMissouH.  The  last  papers  received  from  tliia 
territory  shew  us  that  the  great  que.stion,  vviiether 
the  further  introduction  of  slaves  shall  be  prohibit- 
ed or  not,  by  the  constitution  now  about  to  be  form- 
ed, most  seriously  occupies  the  public  attention.. 
The  result  appears  to  be  doubtful. 

Pirates.  Three  persons  are  condemned  to  be 
executed  at  Boston  on  the  15th  of  June,  as  pirates 
and  felons  Four  were  hung  for*  similar  offences 
at  Charleston,  on  the  12th  instant,  and  the  addi- 
tional crime  of  murder.  Six  persons  have  been 
executed  at  Malta,  for-  piracies  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean. Eighteen  were  to  be  hung  at  New-Orleans 
on  the  25th  instant,  unless  reprieved.  Other  exe- 
cutions ma}  be  looked  for  at  other  places  One  of 
those  hung  at  Charleston,  in  his  address  to  the  peo-^ 
pie,  denied  that  he  ever  had  been  guilty  of  the 
crime  of  murder;  but  admitted  tliat  he  had,  with 
others,  been  deluded  into  a service  which  even- 
tuated in  piracy,  for  which  he  was  about  to  pay 
the  forfeit  of  his  life;  while  thousands  who  projected 
'the  scheme,  were  now  walking  at  large  in  the  country 
with  impunity, 

Arkansas,  The  Arkansas  Gazette  of  April  1, 
announces  the  arrival  at  that  village  of  tlie  .steam- 
boat Comet,  in  8 days  from  New-Orleans,  being  the 
first  steam-boat  that  ever  ascended  the  Arkansas 
river.  It  also  states  that  emigration  had  begun  to 
have  a considerable  current  to  the  territory;  and 
informs  as  that  a war  was  likely  to  break  out  be- 
tween the  Osages  and  Cherokees  three  people  of 
the  latter  tribe  having  been  murdered  by  some 
of  the  former. 

Good  and  bad,  .An  incxhanstible  source  of  pure 
white  sand,  suitable  for  the  manufacture  of  hint 
glass,  has  lately  been  discovered  in  the  towns  of 
Woodbury  and  Tvl’ddlehury,  in  the  state  of  Con- 
necticut; and  a petition  is  now  before  the  legisla- 
ture of, that  state,  for  an  act  granting  to  the  proprie- 
tors thereof  corporate  privileges  for  carrying*  ou 
the  manufacture  of  flint  glass. 

Q^j^It  is  good  that  this  material  has  been  discover- 
ed, but  bad  that  a nother  corporation  is  thought  of. 

■ 
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We  present  our  readers  with  a rich  treat  in  the 
speech  of  Mr.  Bald  win,  chairman  of  the  committee 
of  manufactures,  on  tlie  tariff,  communicated  for 
liiis  paper.  M^e  are  really  anxious  to  see  in  what 
manner  its  arguments  were  avsiveved.  'fhe  import- 
ance of  the  speech  affords  a sufficient  apology  for 
the  want  of  variety  in  this  sheet. 

The  Lexington,  Ky . Public  Advertish\  is  clothed 
in  mourning  on  account  of  the  death  of  the  tariff 
bill,  which  the  editor  says  was  ^‘murdered'*  in  the 
senate  by  a majority  of  one  vote!  Adding — “Mourn, 
oh,  ye  sons  and  (laughters  of  Kentucky~Oh,  ye 
inhabitants  of  the  United  States,  put  on  sackcloth 
and  ashes,  for  the  great  enemy  of  your  indepen- 
dence has  prevailed.  You  must  still  remain  tribu- 
tary to  the  workshops  of  Europe.  Your  factories 
must  remain  prostrate.  Your  agricultural  produc- . 
tions  must  lie  and  rot  on  your  hands.” 

(!;[/■  offer  to  the  mourner  this  homely  consola- 
tion—that,  if  the  sufTerings  of  the  country  and  the 
wants  of  the  treasury,  sliall  not  compel  congress, 
at  their  next  session,  to  do  something  in  favor  of  a 
home-market  for  the  jiroclncts  of  agriculture,  and 
to  find  employment  for  the  laboring  capacity  of  the 
people  of  the  United  States  -the  congress  which 
.shall  be  chosen  after  the  next  census  will  do  all  that 
is  necessary  to  rescue  the  nation  from  its  pf^esent 
poverty  and  distress,  so  far  as  these  are  to  be  re- 
lieved by  an  attention  to  domestic  iiMustry. 

The  infamous  trade.  Ten  slave  vessels  had  been 
captured  by  the  United  States’  ship  Cyane,  capt. 
Trenchard;  but  six  of  fliem  were  so  well  secured 
by  false  papers  and  false  oaths,  that  he  was  com- 
pelled to  let  them  go;  the  other  four  have  been 
sent  to  New-York  for  adjudication,  as  being  Ameri- 
can property,  where  they  have  arrived.  The  Bri- 
tish brig  'i'histle  has  also  captured  three  vessels, 
with  full  cargoes  of  slaves,  said  to  belong  to  Bris- 
tol, R.  I.  and  sent  thehn  to  Sierra  Leone.  ' Further 
particulars  artd  remarks  in  our  next. 

Banking.  The  “Southern  Patriot”  informs  us, 
that  the  office  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  at 
Savannah,  has  protested  the  notes  of  the  local 
banks  of  that  city,  to  a considerable  amount.  The 
state  banks  are  said  to  be  in  good  condition,  “over- 
flowing with  specie,”  yet  they  would  not  either 
liquidate  the  debts  which  they  owed  to  the  office 
nor  pay  interest  on  the  balances  due  to  it.  But 
this  is  onl/one  side  of  the  story.  We  shall  hear 
more  of  it  before  long. 

Buenos  Ayres^  &c.  We  have  some  interesting 
s-'  accounts  from  this  country,  together  with  a copy-of 
a convention  signed  by  Manuel  Sarratea,  governor 
of  Buenos  Ayres',  E.  Lopez,  governor  of  Santa  F6, 
and  F.  Ramirez,  governor  of  Entre  Rios,  for  the 
purpose  of  terminating  the  civil  war,— but  we  have 
not  room  to  insert  these  things  at  length  just  now.  ^ 
Artigas  is  not  immediately  a party  to  this  conven- 
tion, but  Ramirez  is  understood  to  act  under  pri- 
vate instructions  from  him.  The  following  sum- 
mary, Gommunicated  for  the  “Baltimore  Patriot,” 
may  suffice  to  shew  the  present  state  and  prospects 
of  the  country,  which  we  think  are  good  — the  con- 
■^  ention  shall  be  published  in  our  n«,st, 
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“The  happy  changes  at  Buenos  Ayres  are  con 
firmed  by  recent  details  in  letters  and  public  pa- 
pers to  the  I7th  of  March  last,  received  in  town  by 
the  late  arrival  at  New  London,  Con.  Mr.  Sarratea 
was  elected  governor  of  Hue  nos  Ayres,  not  as  a ca- 
pital, but  as  a province;  for,  to  the  great  satisfac- 
tion of  the  people,  federation  has  been  pi  oclaimed. 
We  have  a printed  copy  of  a convention  to  this  ef- 
fect, entered  into  by  the  different  provinces,  which 
contains  twelve  articles  of  a very  interesting  na- 
ture. A body  of  representatives  is  already  silting 
to  carry  into  execution  that  agreement  Antonu» 
Escalada,  the  father-in-law  of  general  San  Martin, 
is  acting  as  one  of  the  members  of  that  body;  the 
general,  it  is  said,  having  withdrawn  in  time  from 
assisting  the  criminal  plans  of  Pueyrredon’s  ambi- 
tion. The  escape  of  this  man  to  the  Portuguese, 
with  a large  sum  of  money,  and  the  flight  of  bin 
secretary,  Fagle,  have  been  already  noticed.  Now 
we  are  further  infbrmed  that  his  first  clerk  in  the 
office  of  the  secretary  of  state,  Julian  Alvat'cz,  arnl 
also  Cornelius  Saavedra,  colonel  Juan  Ramon  Bal- 
carce,  Diaz  Velez,  and  the  merchant  Ambrosio  Le- 
zica,  who  had  made  an  immense  fortune  by  favor 
and  monopoly,  secretly  fled  to  the  Portuguese, 
after  attempting,  on  the  6th  of  March,  a counter  re- 
volution, without  success;  and  though  a letter  says 
justice  cannot  reach  them  in  their  dishonorable 
asylum,  the  truth  of  the  old  saying  would  be  ac- 
complished, that  trensoii  is  courted,  but  traitors  are 
always  despised.  All  is  going  smooth  and  quiet  to 
a settlement.  Iffie  factions  are  no  longer  able  to 
oppose  with  noise  and  violence  the  progress  of 
truth,  and  the  exertions  of  reason  in  the  people. 
It  is  announced  tliat  General  Carrera  would  have 
been  on  his  way  to  Chili  on  the  20th  of  March,  to 
assume  an  important  station  there,  in  reward  for 
his  perseverance  and  services. 

Mr.  Ealdwin^s  speech  on  the  Tariff. 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  RKTHESENTATIVES. 

In  presenting  this  bill  to  the  consideration  of  the 
house,  it  is  proper  that  the  views  of  the  committee 
of  manufactures  should  be  fully  explained,  'fhe 
task  assigned  to  them  has  been  one  of  no  ordinary 
interest:  the  subjects  on  which  it  h.as  been  their 
duty  to  act,  may  have  an  important  bearing  on  the 
whole  internal  policy  of  this  government;  and  the 
measures  recommended  are  such  as,  in  their  opi- 
nion, will  essentially  benefit  the  nation.  In  ma- 
turing them,  the  committee  have  not  (as  the  gen- 
tleman from  Massachusetts,  Mr.  Fuller,  seemed  to 
think,)  considered  themselves  a private  committee, 
acting  on  the  private  petitions  of  individuals,  who 
sought  support  and  encouragement  from  govern- 
ment at  the  expense  of  the  rest  of  the  nation. 
They  have  not  examined  the  petitions  or  state- 
ments of  manufacturers,  with  a view  of  ascertaining 
whether  their  establishmenis  are  productive  or 
losing.  Their  interest  has  not  been  a leading  mo- 
tive in  our  minds;  it  was  of  little  importance;  an;i 
if  this  bill,  either  in  its  general  princiiples  or  its  de- 
tails, cannot  be  supported  on  national  principles, 
we  are  willing  that  it  should  fall,  and  that  its  fata 
shall  be  ours.  We  have  thought  that  this  uatioti 
can  never  be  flourishiTig  or  independent,  unless  it 
can  supply  from  its  own  resources,  its  food,  i\3 
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(.'loUiinp',  and  the  means  of  defence;  that  to  be  de- 
pendent on  foreign  nations  for  the  articles  es.s.sen- 
tial  for  these  purposes,  is  inconsistent  with  true 
policy — and  that  the  system  which  has  entailed  on 
us  tijis  dej)endcnce,  must  be  radically  chang’ed.  In 
a matter  which  involved  so  many  interests,  we 
I'onnd  many  embairussments;  amoiig'  not  the  least 
of  them,  those  which  arose  from  the  duties  assi.^n- 
€:d  to  the  dilferent  committees  of  this  house.  The 
committee  of  manulactures  was  a new  one;  its  pow- 
ers and  duties  were  undefined  by  any  rule;  the  va- 
rious subjects  referred  to  them  related  as  Well  to 
the  revenue  and  commerce  of  the  country,  as  its 
maiuifaciures.  It  was  our  wish  that  each  commit- 
tee should  act  on  its  appropriate  subjects,  not  to 
encroacli  on  the  jurisdiction  of  either.  It  was  our 
first  intention  to  have  reported  a bill  which  should 
ha\  e related  only  to  the  manufactures  of  the  coun- 
try. Eut  the  house  will  recollect  that,  at  a very 
early  period  of  the  session,  a resolution  was  passed 
cahin^’  on  the  secretary  of  the  treasury  to  report 
the  effect  on  the  revenue  of  a prohibition  of  wool- 
lens, cottons  and  iron;  that  his  reply  was,  that  an 
increase  of  duty  on  those  articles  would  impair  tlie 
revenue  and  tend  to  introduce  smuggling’,  'i’his 
was  a subject  on  which  we  knew  the  house  was 
sensitive, — a deficit  in  the  receipts  of  this  year  of 
five  miliions,  had  been  officially  announced  by  the 
treasury.  1 he  committee  of  ways  and  means  had 
reported  no  bill,  had  recommended  no  means  of 
filling  the  treasury,  and  to  onr  repeated  calls  had 
answered  that  none  would  be  adopted  by  them. 
You  now  find  that  the  result  of  all  their  delibera- 
tions has  ended  in  the  bill  now  on  your  table,  au- 
thorising a loan  of  four  millions;  two  directly,  and 
two  from  the  sinking  fund,  to  meet  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  the  year.  1 did  not  approve  of  the  re- 
solution which  had  thus  called  on  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury  to  take  a part  in  this  gre.at  national 
controversy^  and  thought  it  not  right  in  gentlemen 
to  call  in  the  influence  of  that  department  against 
a large  portion  of  tb.e  nation,  s-truggling  against 
what  they  conceived  to  be  the  indifference  of  our 
own  and  the  efforts  of  foreign  governments.  To 
have  framed  a bill  confined  to  the  sole  object  of 
proinotiiig  the  manufactures  of  this  nation,  'by  im- 
posing a high  duty  on  those  of  others,  the  effect  of 
which  would  have  been  still  further  to  diminish  a 
revejuie  already  incompetent  to  our  ordinary  ex- 
penses, would  have  thrown  us  in  the  way  of  the 
very  difficulty  which  gentlemen  had  so  early  fore- 
seen, so  carefully  provided.  The  cry  of  revenue, 
the  treasury,  and  smuggling,  would  have  effectually 
defeated  all  our  projects.  7'here  w'as  no  otlier 
cojTunittee  disposed  to  act  in  concert  with  us.  Left 
lluis  alone,  the  treasury  report  against  an  increase 
of  duties;  the  treasury  itself  empty;  the  commit- 
tee of  ways  and  means  unwilling  to  a.ssist  in  filling 
it;  and  yet  called  upon  by  the  petitions  of  thousands 
nl  individuals  to  do  something  to  protect  the  in- 
dustry of  the  nation,  the  committee  had  no  alter- 
native but  to  abandon,  subject  to  certain  destruc- 
tion,  the  great  interest  confided  to  their  care,  or  to 
go  the  extent  of  their  jurisdiction,  and  report  a 
system  which,  while  it  would  not  injure  the  com- 
merce, should  aid  the  revenue  and  save  the  manu- 
faciurers  of  our  country.  In  recommending  a ge- 
neral revision  of  the  existing  tariff,  we  are  sensible 
of  being  exposed  to  the  imputation  of  encroaching 
on  the  province  of  other  committees;  but  as  they 
liave  declined  or  refused  to  act,  I hope  no  objec- 
tions  on  this  score  will  come  from  them.  From  the 
hou.se  I anticipate  none — confident  in  the  hope 
that  they  will  enquire,  not  so  much  frem  \Yhat 


committee  this  bill  emanated,  as  whether  its  provi- 
sions will  promote  the  general  welfare.  And  ifj  In 
tlie  opinion  of  the  house,  this  measure  is  called  for 
by  the  distresses  of  the  country — if  it  will  tend  to 
their  relief,  and  to  restore  the  nation  to  its  former 
prosperity;  if  it  is  essential  that  such  encourage- 
ment should  ever  be  given  to  national  industry  as 
will  enable  us  to  supply  the  articles  of  our  own 
consumption— you  have  the  authority  of  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  for  saying  that  this  is  the  pro- 
per time.  In  his  annual  report  on  the  finances,  lie 
tells  you  this  in  the  most  explicit  langurge;  he  tells 
yoii,  too,  that  your  present  revenue  is  insufficient; 
you  must  increase  it  or  diiuinish  your  expenditure. 
This  is  a time  of  profound  peace,  when  our  ex- 
penses are  those  only  of  an  ordinary  peace  estab- 
lishment; no  national  calamity  has  befallen  us — 
yet  a loan  is  necessary  for  the  present  year,  and  a 
larger  one  will  be  required  for  the  next.  When  a 
system  of  revenue  has  thvis  completely  failed,  and 
from  the  operation  of  plain  and  natural  causes, 
when  we  cannot  flatter  ourselves  that,  in  the  pre- 
seat  state  of  the  world,  it  can  become  better,  but 
are  certain  that  it  must  become  worse,  it  is  time  to 
look  to  our  situation  and  retrace  our  error.  It  is 
an  unpleasant  duty  in  any  committee  to  be  obliged 
to  examine  existing  system.s  and  recommend  a 
change;  but  it  will  be  at  once  perceived  that  the 
nation  which  relies  for  the  means  of  paying  its  ex- 
penses solely  on  imposts,  must  encourage  the  impor- 
tation and  not  the  manufacture  of  its  articles  of  con- 
sumption. While  this  is  its  policy,  its  internal  in- 
dustry must  be  confined  to  articles  of  export,  to 
pay  for  foreign  fabrics  winch  are  imported.  With 
importations,  revenue  must  diminish;  and  this  has 
been  the  reason  why  all  attempts  to  promote  our  owi\ 
manufactures  have  hitherto  failed;  Now  the  system 
must  be  changed;  you  must  either  make  perpetual 
loans,  or  open  new  sources  of  revenue,  by  giving’  a. 
new  turn  to  the  labor  of  the  nation.  At  all  evems, 
T beg  gentlemen  to  conslclei’  that,  to  me,  tlie  dan- 
g'er  to  the  treasury  is  no  answer  to  thj.s  bill;  if  it  is 
empty,  it  is  not  my  fault.  Two  short  years  since, 
I was  in  a proud  minority  of  five  that  opposed  the 
repeal  of  those  taxes  which,  if  continued,  would 
have  given  you  an,  abundant  revenue,  if,  in  their 
abolition,  the  encouragement  of  manufactures  has 
been  retarded,  let  no  inconsistency  be  charged  up- 
on me;  if  the  system  has  failed,  it  is  not  because  it 
has  not  had  its  full  and  fair  operation,  but  because 
it  is  inconsistent  vvith  the  present  situation  of  this 
country  and  Europe.  You  may  resort  to  tempora- 
ry expendients;  but  the  people  of  this  country  will 
not  consent  to  a continual  accumulalion  of  debt,  in 
order  to  protract  a system  which  can  alone  heal 
the  general  distress.  What  must  be  done  sliouhl 
be  done  soon.  The  able  and  intelligent  officer  at 
the  head  of  your  finances,  tells  you  this  is  tlie  time; 
and  I tell  you,  tliat  you  may  as  M^ell  avoid  the  ap- 
proaches of  old  age  or  the  stroke  of  death,  as  a 
change  in  your  financial  sysiem.  You  must  not 
wait  till  the  voice  of  the  people  calls  for  it  in  lan  - 
guage which  you  cannot  resist,  and  when  the  re^ 
vulsion  will  be  so  sudden  as  to  sliake  to  its  founda- 
tion the  system  to  which  gentlemen  now  cling  so 
eagerly.  If  this'miserable  system  of  impost,  as  the 
exclusive  source  of  revenue,  is  necessary  for  the 
support  of  commerce — if  the  internal  industry  of 
the  country  is  to  be  checked  and  protracted  till 
public  opinion  demands  the  change— let  gen- 
tlemen beware  lest  all  parts  of  the  system  go  to- 
gether. Those  who  now  complain  that  the  com- 
mittee of  manufactures  propose  too  much,  will, 
when  that  day  arrives,  (and  come  it  must)  re» 
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gret  the  rejection  of  this  bill,  which  proposes  a 
cliung-e— gradual,  but  r.ecessaiy  for  the  prosperi- 
ty of  tlie  country,  in  proposing  it,  the  commit- 
tee are  aware  that  from  one  side  of  the  house 
we  sliail  be  assailed  with  the  cry  of—you  will  ruin 
■commerce;  from  ihe  other,  agriculture;  and  from 
all,  smuggling  and  revemie.  lii  telling  us  that  com- 
iTierce  supports  the  goA  ernment  and  furnishes  its 
revenues,  gentlemen  must  not  deceive  themselves 
in  thinking'  that  the  people  of  this  country  do  not 
kno\V  that  the  consumer  of  foreign  goods,  and  not 
the  foreigner  or  importer,  pays  the  impost,  'i’he 
consumption  of  foreign  produce,  and  not  its  impor- 
tation, is  tlie  source  of  the  revenue;  a kind  of  taxa- 
tion the  more  oppi'essive  on  the  people,  bec;iuse 
by  employing  the  merchant  or  collector,  tlie  con- 
sumer pays  not  only  the  amount  of  duties,  but  the 
accumulated  profits  o-f  all  the  merchants  through 
whose  hands  the  article  passes,  from  the  custom 
house  to  the  consumer.  If  tlie  committee  are  cen- 
sured for  speaking  thus  plainly  of  a system  on 
which  this  government  lias  hitherto  rested  for  its 
support,  the  house  must  recollect  that  at  its  organi- 
zation, impost  was  only  one^  not  the  exclusive 
source  of  revenue.  As  soon  as  the  debts  of  the 
revolution  were  assumed  by  the  new  congress,  a 
system  of  excise  and  internal  taxation  was  rc.sorted 
to,  as. a permanent  means  of  paying  the  interest  of 
the  national  debt.  During  the  administration  of 
general  Washington  and  Ids  immediate  successor, 
an  excise  on  spirits,  snufi’and  snuff  mills,  duties  on 
refined  sugar,  lincenses  to  retailers,  carriages,  auc- 
tions, and  a stamp  act  and  land  tax,  were  imposed. 
Let  it  not  be  fo’rgotteri  that  in  the  preamble  to  the 
act  for  laying  an  impost,  the  encouragement  of  do- 
mestic manufactures  was  one  of  the  avowed  objects 
of  the  law.  1'his  was  the  revenue  system  of  the  found- 
ers of  our  government.  We  do  not  attack,  but  rest 
upon  it;  it  is  the  only  one  en  which  this  nation  can 
rely  for  permanent  protection  in  a time  of  Euro- 
pean peace;  we  must  recur  to  it,  unless  anotlier 
great  convulsion  sliould  again  derange  all  the  insti- 
tutions of  the  civilized  world.  The  policy  of  this 
government  was  ciianged,  not  because  it  vvas  found 
unwise,  but  because  the  continuance  of  the  war  in 
Europe  rendered  it  unnecessary.  I hen  other  na- 
tions wanted  our  provisions;  tlieir  price  was  such 
that  the  labor  of  this  country  was  diverted  from  its 
natural  course.  Instead  of  making,  we  imported  the 
articles  of  common  consumption.  The  impost  was 
found  sufficient  for  all  our  wants.  But,  in  the 
ciiange  of  events,  Europe  can  now  feed  lierself,  e,nd 
can  compete  With  us  in  other  markets  for  our  pro- 
visions: Those  nations  fi'om  whom  we  import  the 

most,  now  refuse  to  receive  our  produce  at  any 
price.  Thus  tliere  has  been  a radical  change  in 
those  relations  with  other  nations,  which  gave  tlie 
turn  to  our  national  industry.  A wise  legislature 
will  and  must  shape  its  internal  policy  to  meet  tiie 
changes  which  make  a revision  neces.sary.  I'he 
present  is  not  a forced,  but  the  natural  and  settled 
slate  of  this  country.  Tlie  eVents  of  the  last  thirty 
years  have  been  unparalleled  in  history— we  must 
not  expect  their  recurrence  at  lea.st  in  our  time. 
It  requires  no  reasoning  to  prove  that  measures 
calculated  on  a general  war  in  Europe,  will  not  suit 
a general  state  of  peace; — they  must  and  will  be 
controlled  by  ci]’cum.stances.  We  must  look  to 
facts,  and  profit  by  experience.  Effects  will  flow 
from  causes;  they  cannot  be  averted  or  avoided; 
we  must  meet  tliem  sooner  or  later.  It  is  best  not 
to  attempt  to  conce;(l  from  ourselves  or  the  nation, 
the  necessity  of  coming  back  to  the  original  sys- 
tem Oil  wliicii-  this  government  first  com.irfa»nced  its 


operations.  In  proposing  the  measures  which  the 
committee  have  reported,  we  Itave  thought  it  best 
to  avow  the  intention  to  be  such  a change  in  our 
internal  policy,  as  will  gradually  lead  the  ])eoj/le  of 
this  country  to  be  independent  of  any  other  for  the 
essenliai  articles  of  subsistence  and  the  nreans  of 
defence.  We  well  know  it  is  a thankless,  ungra- 
cious task,  d'he  manufacturers  complain  that  too 
little,  the  merchants  that  et  ery  tinng,  and  I well 
know  that  here  it  is  thought  that  too  much,  lia,s 
been  done.  'I’hese  measures  have  caused  much 
excitement.  ’I  his  is  not  the  time  to  expect  that 
justice  will  be  done  to  our  motives.  But  tlie  com- 
mittee  have  tiiis, — and  it  is  no  small  satistaction, 
tliattlioug'li  thc}Liave  not  pleased  others,  they  have 
pleased  themselves.  Their  system  has  been  ma- 
tured with  much  pains,  and  with  llic  most  anxious 
desire  to  relieve  alike  all  the  suffering  interests  of 
the  couutiy.  How  far  this  bill  is  so  calculated  the 
hoi.se  will  Judge,  from  an  examination  and  comjia- 
I'ison  with  the  existing  tariff,  v/hicli  I will  now  ex- 
plain, begging  that  gentlemen  will  not  forget  one 
thing — tliat  the  present  tariff  -was  a revenue  bill,  re- 
ported  by  the  committee  of  -ways  atul  means,  more  to 
aid  tiie  treasury  than  to  protect  ihe  industry  of  tlie 
country.  The  report  of  Mr.  Dallas  was  strongly 
in  favor  of  domestic  manufactures;  yet,  in  that  of 
the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  it  is  remarkable 
tloat  the  word  manufactures  i.s  not  mentioned.  I 
presume  tliai  the  gentleman  from  South  Carolina, 
who  was  then  the  chairman  of  that  committee,  liad 
then  the  same  opinion  on  this  subject  that  he  now 
entertains.  When  gentlemen  comidain  of  tlie  ex- 
travagant iirotection  that  tins  bill  affords  to  national 
industry,  they  are,  perhaps,  not  aware  that  in  ge- 
neral it  exceeds;  but  iu  a small  degree  that  recom- 
mended in  1816,  from  the  treasuiy  — alnn^st  exclu- 
sively for  revenue.  They  must  not  think  it  strange 
if  a cominittee  of  manulacture.s,  combining  tins 
with  oilier  great  national  objects,  should  have  felt 
it  their  duty  to  propose  some  changes  necessary 
to  meet  the  culls  of  the  country. 

The  bill  pro|ioses — 

A duty  of  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  tlie  arti- 
cles enumerated  iu  the  first  clas.s,  and  20  per  cent, 
on  all  not  enumerated,  which  embrace  many  manu- 
factures, but  which  it  was  tliought  best  not  to  parti- 
cularize. in  the  present  tariff' these  were  at  7^-  and 
15  percent.  The  committee  could  discern  no  good 
reason  for  leaving  them  at  this  low  rate  of  duttg 
and  were  abundantly  convinced  that,  for  tiie  double 
purpose  of  revenue  and  manufactures,  tlie  j.'ropos- 
ed  rates  were  proper.  It  would  be  goir.g'  too  much 
in  detail  to  trace  the  various  rates  ef  ad  valorem  du- 
ties from  1789,  to  18041  In  that  year  tiiey  were  per- 
manently fixed  at  12^,  15  and  20;  with  the  addidoii 
of  the  Mediterranean  fund,  they  were  15,  17^-  and 
224 — and  continued  so  during  the  most  prosperous 
period  of  our  commerce  and  revenue,  till  in  1812, 
wlien  the  permanent  duties  were  doubled,  making 
J7y,  32^  and  42J.  They  continued  so  until  1815, 
after  the  peace,  v/hen  the  . Mediterranean  fund 
ceased,  and  tlie  duties  remained  till  July,  1816,  at 
the  rates  of  25,  30  and  40  per  cent,  ad  valorem.  Had 
they  remained  so,  you  would  not  have  been  a.ssailed 
by  g'eneral  cries  of  distress  from  all  parts  of  the 
nation;  we  should  have  enjoyed,  not  a nominal  but 
a real  independence;  our  resources  would  not  have 
been -sent  abroad  to  protect  and  reward  the  indus- 
try of  others,  to  the  ruin  of  our  own  merchants,  ma- 
nufacturers and  farmers.  But  it  was  thought  proper 
to  reduce  the  duties,  and  the  fear  of  smuggling,  it 
seems,  is  assigned  as  the  reason.  I am  not  enough 
aequaiute.!  -.vilih  tine  myrLevi8.s  of  ■commerce  to  know 
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wiTTit  is  llu;  sn''.ug'g'liug  point.  Gentlemen  may  talk 
about  it  as  lliey  please,  there  is  no  evidence  that 
our  duties  have  ever  been  so  high  that  there  has 
Ijeeu  sinugghiig  to  any  great  exteid.  From  1804  to 
1812,  the  lowest  rate  oi  duties  was  12^  per  cent. — 
we  heard  no  complaints  of  smuggling  then;  during 
l!ie  year  1815  and  the  lirst  six  months  of  1815, 
tile  lowest  duty  was  25  per  cent.  The  importation 
of  ad  valorem  articles  in  1815,  amounted  to  eighty. 
BiX  milhons  of  dollars,  and  gentlemen  are  called 
on  for  the  proot  of  smuggling.  'I'hey  must  give 
rcasoiis  better,  tiian  the  mere  suggestion  of  this  dan- 
ger, against  tliis  small  increase  of  duties;  which  is, 
in  clt'cct,  only  coming  back  to  tlie  old  rates  before 
the  war.  W e are  not  to  be  deterred  b}'  tlu'eats  of 
tins  kind;  aiid,  judging  froRi  experience,  have  no 
fears  that  an  increase  of  duties,  even  to  the  war  rates, 
would  produce  iliis  effect:  but  if  there  was  danger, 
it  is  no  ai'gument  to  us  to  be  told  that  this  govern- 
ment is  unable  to  enforce  measures  which  are 
adopted  as  necessary  to  the  general  weliare.  We 
arc  not  so  weak,  our  laws  are  not  so  insuificient;  the 
rates  propose<l  have  been  collected,  and  they  can 
and  w!tl  be  collected  if  enacted.  Wlien  the  danger 
beeon.es  leahzed,  it  will  be  time  to  apply  the  re- 
medy. Wliile  it  is  merely  fanciful,  and,  as  I believe, 
held' out  to  defeat  tlie  salutary  provisions  of  this  bill, 

I sliall  not  deem  it  worthy  of  further  notice.  Tlie 
next  rate  of  duty  is  25  per  cent. — in  the  present 
tariff  tlicse  articles  are  rated  at  20,  but  in  the  bill 
reported  by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means,  they 
were  recommended  at  22.  I liope  it  will  not  be 
tlioug’nt  extravagant  that  we  propose  an  addition  of 
3 }>er  cent.  Articles  of  copper  are  at  present  at  25 
per  cent.  One  expression  is  changed  wdfich  will  be 
found  to  apply  to  most  of  the  ad  valorem  articles  in 
this  bill — in  the  old  tariff  it  is  “material  of  chief 
value;”  this  creates  great  difficulty  at  the  custom- 
house, wliere  an  article  is  composed  of  materials 
paying'  a different  rate  of  duty;  it  is  generally  enter- 
etl  as  made  of  that  which  pays  lowest — thus defraud- 
ing the  revenue  aiid  injuring  the  manutreturer.  To 
avoid  tins,  the  committee  have  adopted  the  expres- 
sion “component  material,”  so  that  any  article  com- 
ijoseci of  mixedinaterialspaystheduty  ofthe higiiest. 
3'he  house  \v;!i  observe  that  there  is  in  this  clause 
a drawback  of  the  duties  on  sheet  6opper,  used  in 
building  or  rcjjairing  skips— in  the  prese7it  tariff 
“copper  ami  brass  in  pigs,  bars  or  plates,  suited  to 
the  sheatliiug  of  ships,”  is  duty  free.  Under  this 
clause  all  sheet  brass  and  copper  imported,  for 
whatever  purpose,  is  embraced,  to  the  great  injury 
of  one  class  of  niannfactures,  and  the  diminution  of 
tlie  rcvrinie.  While  the  committee  are  fully  dis- 
guised to  jirolcct  that  most  noble  manufacture,  a 
ship,  they  are  unwilling  that  any  other  advantage 
should  be  taken  of  a provision  intended  solely  for 
tills  purpose.  It  is  believed  that  this  object  is  fully 
answered  by  the  proposed  drawback.  It  has  been 
submitted  to  intelligent  and  experienced  merchants, 
and  no  objections  have  occurred.  While  on  this 
sidiject,  1 must  notice  some  pviblications  in  which 
tlie  commiUee  are  charged  with  hostility  to  com- 
merce and  ship-building,  in  raising  the  duly  on 
sheathing  copper  and  sail  duck.  Tlic  best  answer 
to  the  cliarge  is,  tliat  it  is  not  true;  in  fact  this  bill 
proposes  no  change  on  eitlier;  tlie  duck  is  an  im- 
pnrtant  article  of  manufacture,  for  which  we  ought 
not  to  be  dependent  on  any  other  nation,  and  which 
ought  to  be  encouraged;  yet  the  committee  were 
unwhliiig  to  interfere  with  it.  We  exfiect  much 
abuse  and  liave  received  no  little;  but  let  me  give 
one  word  of  advice  to  those  inclined  to  bestow  it  so 
liberally — read  before  you  write. 


The  next  clause  proposes  a duty  of  33  per  ceni. 
on  woollens.  In  Mr.  Dallas’  tariff  it  was  proposed  uc 
28.  On  cottons,  of  33 — the  same  as  proposed  by 
him.  Both  are  now  at  25.  These  being  among 
the  most  important  items  in  the  bill,  the  house  musi 
indulge  me  in  going  fully  into  the  reasons  wh.icu 
have  induced  tlie  committee  to  propose  thejaddi- 
tlonal  duty.  It  would  seem  almost  unnecessary  to 
convince  this  house,  tliat  the  interest  of  the  nation 
required  that  it  should  clothe  itself;  that  it  ought  to 
feed  itself,  will  not  be  denied — yet  food  is  not  more 
necessary  than  raiment;  and  I cannot  see  how  any 
people  can  be  independent  who  must  look  abroad 
for  that.  At  all  events,  the  committee  have  thought 
that,  in  bottoming  this  bill  on  this  national  princi- 
ple, that  we  ought  to  feed,  clothe,  and  be  able  to 
defend  ourselves,  we  placed  it  on  ground  that  could 
{ not  easily  be  shaken.  Our  motives  rise  higher  than 
the  interest  of  manufacturers;  whether  they  make  or 
' lose  money  now — whether  this  bill  tends  to  enrich 
one  or  another,  or  all  classes  of  society,  has  scarcely 
entered  into  our  consideration.  The  nation  must 
command  its  own  consumption,  its  own  means  of 
defence.  The  last  W'ar  found  us  destitute.  I beg 
the  house  to  remember  what  the  gentleman  from 
Kentucky  told  us  the  other  day — that  our  gallant 
soldiers  were  destitute  of  clothing,  until  the  govern- 
ment connived  at  smuggling,  to  procure  cloth 
from  the  nation  with  whom  were  contending.  Na- 
tional feeling,  if  not  interest,  should  forbid  the  re- 
currence of  such  a scene — it  shall  not  be  charged 
on  the  com'inittee  of  manufactures.  If  it  was  right 
in  1816  to  impose  a duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  woollens 
and  cottons,  principally  with  a view  to  re^’enue, 
there  will  be  found  a strong  reason  for  its  increase 
in  the  duties  now  imposed  by  the  British  govern- 
ment, of  six  pence  sterling  on  every  pound  of  wc^ol, 
and  six  per  cent,  ad  valorem  on  cotton  wool,  im- 
ported after  the  5th  January,  1820.  Wool  has  been 
an  article  of  export  from  this  country  to  England. 
The  new  duty  excludes  it — the  ports  are  now  shut 
against  your  provisions,  they  will  not  permit  iis 
importation  till  the  price  of  wheat  is  10  shillings 
sterling  a bushel.  Let  those  who  complain  so  mucU 
that  the  agricultural  interest  will  suffer  by  this  bill, 
reflect  on  these  facts.  Let  the  farmer  decide  whe- 
ther it  is  most  for  his  interest  to  purchase  his  cloth- 
ing from  the  foreign  manufacturer,  who  will  pur- 
chase neither  his  wool  nor  his  provisions,  or  the 
domestic  one,  who  will  give  him  a market  for  both, 
in  his  anxiety  to  guard  against  the  profits  which 
may  accrue  to  ifis  neighbors  and  country  mm,  by  the 
success  of  their  manufactures.  Let  him  be  sure 
that  l;e  falls  into  better  hands  by  trusting  himself  to 
the  liberality  o\' foreigners.  It  is  feared  that  there 
will  be  a monopoly  and  a desire  of  speculation,  if 
our  own  countrymen  can  supply  our  demamls;  yet 
there  seems  to  be  no  fear  that  our  course  of  policy 
sltould  give  that  monopoly  to  the  British  manufac- 
turers. Hundreds,  thousands  of  our  citizens,  are  out 
of  employment;  they  would  add  infinitely  to  the 
national  wealth,  to  our  independence,  and  save  its 
resources  at  Itome,  if  their  l.abor  was  employed  in 
converting  our  raw  materials  into  fabrics  for  our 
own  use.  But  it  is  contended  that  our  true  policy 
is  to  employ  the  labor  of  other  nations,  pay  tliem 
the  profits  of  their  manufactures,  for  the  purpose 
of  directing  the  industry  of  ours  to  productions 
which  can  find  no  market  abroad,  and  have  no  value 
at  home.  'Phese  new  duties  imposed  in  England  on 
wool. and  cotton,  ought  to  awaken  us  to  our  situa- 
tion; no  part  of  the  country  ought  to  be  more  alive 
to  their  effects  than  that  from  which  tlie  opposition 
to  this  mcasui’e  is  the  greatest.  England  dnes  not 


wish  to  encourage  the  cotton  of  America, 
gives  you  unequivocal  indications  of  her  policy. 
She  will  take  it  till  her  colonies  can  furnish  her 
supplies.  Though  her  best  customer,  though  she 
now  depends  on  us  for  the  raw  material  to  support 
her  manufactures,  she  takes  wool  from  the  conti- 
nent, cotton  Irom  us — but  imposes  heavy  import 
duties,  -Mhich  are  paid  by  us  who  vunsume  the  vuinu- 
faciured  articles.  We  thus  furnish  her  government 
"with  revenue,  her  laborers  with  employment,  while 
ours  are  idle.  I am  afraid  we  are  not  aware  of  the 
bold  and  dangehous  experiment  we  are  trying.  We 
are  now  to  decide  on  the  course  of  internal  policy 
which  shall  best  develope  the  resources,  promote 
the  industry  and  secure  the  independence  of  our 
country.  Is  there  not  some  danger  of  our  erring, 
by  adopting  the  system  wdiich  best  accords  with 
the  views  of  the  British  government.^  If  it  were 
submitted  to  them  to  choose  a set  of  measures  for 
us  which  would  best  promote  their  interest,  we  well 
’know'  it  would  be  such  as  would  seciue  to  tiieir 
merchants,  manufacturers  and  meclianics,  tlie  siui- 
ply  of  all  om*  articles  of  consumption  and  defence; 
to  give  to  them  the  employment  of  UiC  labor  and 
the  profits  of  converting  the  raw  materials  into  fa- 
brics for  us.  It  is  the  source  of  their  national 
greatness;  the  great  object  to  which  ail  their  ef- 
forts are  directed — their  policy  is  most  unyielding 
and  unbending.  It  has  existed  for  ages,  ajul  been 
completed  by  a steady  and  uniform  series  of  legis- 
lation; they  have  not  left  tilings  to  “regulate  them- 
selves”— tins  has  not  been,  it  will  not  be,  their 
maxim;  but  they  wish  to  see  it  adopted  by  those 
who  are  to  be  the  dupes  of  tlieir  policy.  What  is 
sound  political  economy  tliere,  is,  it  seems,  here 
the  raving  of  madness,  the  result  of  empiricism; 
yet  it  wmald  excite  some  sensation  in  this  house,  if 
the  ministers  of  England  should  formally  present 
us  with  a plan  for  our  adoption;  we  should,  at  least, 
enquire  whether  it  w^aslhe  result  of  their  friendsldp 
to  us,  and  wlicther  it  would  not  be  as  safe  to  trust 
to  the  o])inion  and  advice  of  our  own  statesmen.  I'o 
import  only  our  raw  materials  and  provisions,  to 
be  our  exclusive  merchants  and  carriers,  was  their 
colonial  policy  before  the  revolution.  The  great 
men  wdiose  wisdom  carried  us  through  that  strug’- 
gle,  did  not  then  think  that  the  system  of  internal 
policy,  which  was  best  calculated  to  secure  our  in- 
dependence and  to  coerce  England  to  respect  our 
rights,  was  to  afford  employment  to  her  citizens, 
encouragement  to  her  artificers,  to  the  impove- 
rishment of  our  own.  The  immortal  congress  of 
1774,  entered  into  an  agreement  not  to  export  any 
produce  to  England,  tp  import  no  goods  from  tiiat 
country,  to  consume  none  made  there — and  de- 
nounced, as  enemies  to  American  liberty,  any  per- 
son who  would  violate  this  agreement.  It  has  never 
been  charged  on  Bonaparte  that  he  was  deficient  in 
foresight,  or  did  not  understand  the  mode  of  at- 
tacking his  enemy.  H;s  continental  system  w^as  not 
aimed  at  the  influence  or  political  power  of  Eng- 
land, but  against  her  manufactures.  That  he  knew 
to  be  the  source  of  Imr  power  and  there  he  attack- 
ed her,  To  save  them,  England  fought  and  sub- 
sidized  all  Europe.  There  has  been  a strange  revo- 
lution in  the  moral  world,  if  the  connection  between 
causes  and  effects  is  now  dissolved— if  the  measures 
which,  in  1774,  were  necessary  to  secure,  would 
now  be  destructive  of  the  great  interests  of  tliis  na- 
tion. We  have  been  taught  to  look  with  veneration 
to  that  congress — it  is,  indeed,  a change  when  we 
forget  their  maxims— and,  in  contending  with  the 
same  nation  for  the  same  rights,  reject  and  spurn 
t|ieir  principles  as-  vyild  and  ruiqous,  anxious  to 


adopt  those  recommended  by  the  ministry  and  pi;-' 
litical  economists  of  England.  This  is,  at  all  events, 
a dang’orous  experiment— before  we  trust  too  much 
on  it,  we  ought  to  be  sure  that  the  solid  interest  of 
this  country,  and  not  its  destruction,  is  tlieir  go- 
verning principle.  It  will  be  said  that  more  libe- 
ral ideas  are  now  adopted  by  other  nations,  that  the  , 
prineijiles  of  political  economy  are  now  better  tin- 
derstood.  France  lias  been  mentioned;  but  whct> 
her  tariff  is  examined,  it  will  be  found  to  be  mor' 
rigid — to  contain  more  proliibitions,  thati  that  of 
England.  As  to  us,  it  contains  some  provisions 
which,  I think,  cannot  fail  to  alarm  the  agricultu- 
ralists--the  cotton  planters  of  this  country.  !t  is 
worthy  the  attention  of  the  house  to  look  at  their 
import  duties  on  cotton  wool; 
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instruction.  Their  whole  tariff  breathes  against 
your  agriculture  and  commerce  a spirit  of  hostility 
as  unequivocal  as  any  regulation  of  England — as  to 
cotton,  more  so;  it  is  a duty  of  four  dollars  per  100 
pounds — equal  lo  20  per  cent,  ad  valorem,  on  the 
raw  materud,  wliile  England  imposes  only  6; — that 
it  is  aimed  at  this  country  is  evident  from  its  being 
^2  50  per  100  lb.  more  than  on  cotton  from  I'ur 
ke}’,  and  GO  more  than  from  India.  If  it  is  a rea- 
son why  tile  cotton  of  Turkey  should  be  preferred 
on  account  of  tlie  profits  of  her  trade,  it  cannot  ex- 
tend to  India — to  wliich  they  export  little  — but 
ought  lo  bear  lightly  on  us,  as  we  are  one  of  the 
best  customers  of  France  for  her  wines,  brandy, 
silks,  cotton  and  small  wares.  She  requires  our 
cotton  now,  but  this  duty  is'  an  earnest  of  wliat 
you  may  expect  from  her  when  she  can  procure 
a supply  from  her  colonies  or  other  countiie;-;. — 
Slie  receives  your  tobacco,  but  takes  care  to  ex  - 
chade  us  from  all  chance  of  a competition  iii  the 
market,  by  compelling  a sale  to  the  government — 
wlio  buy  at  their  own  price.  Rice,  from  India,  pays 
per  100 — from  America  g2.  Thus  v/efindtiic 
two  nations,  with  whom  our  intercoursa  is  the 
greatest,  pursue  the  same  policy  ai>  to  our  great 
agricultural  products,  tlie  only  ones  they  receive 
from  us;  they  are  enriched  by  tlie  manufacture  of 
it — we  purchase  immense  quantities  of  their  col- 
tons  and  woollens  and  silks;  tliese  favors  produce 
no  relaxation  on  their  part.  Our  agriculture  and 
mamifactm'es  are  now  prostrate,  and  commerce 
goes  next.  With  England  it  is  safe,  not  because  it 
c:ui  regulate  itself,  but  because  it  is  regulated  by  a 
convention,  to  tlie  observance  of  which  the  national 
faith  is  pledged.  With  France  we  have  none.  Your 
ships  are  now  said  to  be  virtually  excluded  from 
their  ports.  This  part  of  your  commerce  is  now  to 
be  protected  by  regulations — by  a bill  now  on  your 
table,  laying  a duty  of  ^18  per  ton  on  French  shi;:-. 
ping.  This cc;de, remember, is no^  the  offspringor  tlie 
age  of  benighted  ignorance,  prejudice  or  ex])loded 
theories,  or  of  the  man  against  whom  all  Europe 
combined — but  in  1817,  by  the  government  which 
has  been  restored  by  a common  struggle,  existing 
in  ail  the  effulgence  of  the  liglit  which  has  been 
shed  on  the  subject  by  their  own  and  English  wri- 
ters on  political  economy,  who  are  not  regarded  by 
the  governments  where  they  live;  whose  books  arc 
for  exportation,  not  for  home  consumptioji,  and  nov.''. 
for  sale  in  your  lobby,  to  enlighten  you  on  the  me- 
rits of  this  bill.  It  is  a matter  of  mucli  regret  to  me 
to  find  their  opinions  quoted  with  respect  herej, 
when  they  are  disregarded  where  they  are  known. 
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There  is  no  coiintiy  but  this  that  studiously  leaves  ) 
her  threat  coiicerns  to  regulate  themselves.  They 
are  all  g'uarded  and  preserved  by  regulations  of  the 
ino.st  rigorous  kinci.  Yet  it  seems  to  be  expected 
that,  when  our  estahlishiTieiits  are  obliged  to  con- 
tend with  those  ol  ctiicr  countries-^the  latter,  aided 
by  all  the  force  and  induence  of  public  of)inionand 
legislation,  our.s  can  succeed  agaijist  this  unequal 
coni]H'tition,  the  neglect  of  govt  rnment  and  public 
prejudice.  If  the  nations  with  whom  we  vie  would 
adopt  the  same  maxims,  then  the  indnstiy  of  this 
country  M'ould  protect  itself.  All  that  is  asked  is 
to  meet  regulation  by  regulation,  and  thus  make 
the  competition  lair  and  espjal.  Apply  to  their  pro- 
ducts the  same  rules  that  they  apply  to  ours;  if 
they  tax  our  raw  material,  tax  tlieir  manufactures, 
to  the  encouragement  of  ours;  if  they  exclude  our 
provisions,  exclude  their  pw/ducts;  let  our  legi.sla- 
tioii  kce])  pace  witii  theirs:  then  our  industry  will 
be  protected,  foreign  nations  will  be  compelled  to 
observe,  pr:tct!cably,  the  rule  which  they  discard 
from  their  code  but  press  into  ours — “let  things 
regulate  themselves.’’  I shall  he  satisfied  with  any 
cour.se  if  it  is  uniform.  No  regulation,  or  regula- 
tion against  regulation.  If  tliese  views,  or  any  of 
tliem,  are  correct,  it  will  not  he  tliought  unreason- 
able that  the  committee  have  recomvnended  an  ad- 
ditional duty  on  cotton  and  woollens  of  eight  per 
cent. — it  is  not  so  mucli  a protecting  as  a counter- 
vailing duty,  to  counteract  the  new  duties  imposed 
in  Pi'ance  and  England  on  our  cotton  and  wool.  Had 
ll)ese  duties  existed  or  been  known  at  the  time  of 
forming  our  present  tariff,  it  is  but  reasonable  to 
believe  that  th.c  duty  would  have  been  higher.  Tlie 
].roposcd  addition  is  certainly  moderate  and  consis- 
tent with  every  principle  of  national  interest.  I'he 
minimum  has  not  been  changed.  It  is  proper  here 
to  remark  tliat,  by  estiniating  all  cotton  goods  to 
have  cost  25  cents  a yard,  and  assessingthe  duty  on 
that  sum,  the  coarser  cottons  of  India  have  been 
excluded;  and  I beg  the  house  not  to  lose  sight  of 
one  fact,  which  is  admitted  by  all  to  be  true,  that 
coarse  domestic  cottons  are  ?io~:v  made  cheaper  than 
they  -mere  ever  imported.  'Fhe  remark  is  equally 
true  of  nails,  and  every  other  article  of  which  tliis 
country  commands  the  consumption.  I'he  domestie 
competition  will  have  this  effect  on  every  article. 
This  fact  ought  to  quiet  the  fear.s  of  gentlemen  who 
affect  to  think  that  the  encouragement  of  domestic 
industiy  lends  to  take  from  the  many  a bounty  for 
the  benefit  of  the  few.  Such  has  been  the  case 
in  all  other  countries — those  w’hich  exclude  the 
importation  of  foreign  fabrics,  always  undersell 
those  wiio  leave  thing.s  to  regulate  themselves. — 
'Vhe  experience  of  nations,  for  ages,  cannot  de- 
ceive US;  it  is,  at  all  events,  not  safe  to  adopt  tlie- 
crits  and  reject  tlie  lights  of  Ifistory  and  experi- 
ence. I.et  us  follow  the  cour.se  which  has  led 
other  rations  to  greatness — it  will  be  time  to  pre- 
fer tlicory  to  fact,  to  adopt  the  dreams  of  specula- 
tive writers,  when  we  shall  l)ave  di.scovered  that 
the  princi]des  which  make  others  rich,  will  im- 
];over;sh  us;  lhat  the*  path  which  conducts  others 
vo  we;. hi)  and  jmwei',  will  lead  us  to  poverty  and 
colonial  (lc])endcncc.  In  a '.vurcl,  that,  if  we  sell 
moie  t’.iau  we  buy,  if  our  income  exceeds, our  ex- 
pemfilurO,  we  arc  ruined.  That,  if  the  farmer  buys 
];is  g.oods  from  those  wlio  ]>ny  his  produce,  and  give 
iv  a v:.lue  at  home  which  it  has  notabroad — he  pays 
a Imuiity  to  the  maniifacturer. 

It  will  h#  ol)scrved  th.atthis  bill  recommends  an 
additional  fluty  on  cottons  from  beyond  the  (fa]^e  of 
Good  Eope,  of  7 ]m'r  cent,  and  of  3 0 on  .silks; — It 
v/as  done  for  these  — ll-at  the  countries 


) whence  these  articles  are  imported  consume  none 
of  our  raw  materials,  afford  no  market  for  our  pro-» 
duce,  employ  none  of  the  labor,  and  exhaust  the 
spc(.*ie  of  the  country.  It  is  but  fair  that  a prefer- 
ence should  be  given  to  the  fabrics  of  those  na- 
tions who  receive  from  us  something  in  return. — 
There  was  an  additional  reason  why  the  committee 
thouglit  it  best  to  make  this  discrimination — It  is  a. 
matter  of  serious  complaint  that  the  dutie.s  imposed 
by  the  French  government  on  American  tonnage, 
have  nearly  dps'a’oyed  our  commerce  with  k'rance: 
It  is  now  said  to  be  cheaper  to  semi  a cargo  there 
in  a French  ship  and  pay  freight,  than  in  one  of  our’s 
and  pay  none — the  difference  of  the  duties  ami 
charges  is  estimated  at  about  3,500  dollars  a voy>% 
age.  This  is  another  consequence  of  the  peace  in 
Europe;  every  nation  is  now  desirous  of  reclaiming 
its  own  commerce,  of  carrying  its  own  productions, 
and  bringing  back  the  articles  it  wants  We  have 
had  the  carrying  trade  of  the  world;  the  pimtectiou 
of  our  flag  was  wanted;  now  eveiw  flag  protects  It- 
self— the  commerce  of  other  nations  will  be  iucreas-. 
ed  at  tlie  expense  of  ours.  Regulations  which  are 
to  produce  tliis  effect  cannot  be  called  ho.stile  or 
unfriendly;  they  result  from  the  desire  whicli  all 
governments  ought  to  feel  of  protecting  there  owix 
interest:  it  is  equally  vain  for  us  to  expect  our  com- 
merce to  be  what  it  has  been  as  that  the  nations  of 
Europe  will  give  ours  a preference  to  their  owu; 
(these  are  maxims  i*eserved  for  our  adoption.)— ^ 
How  to  shape  our  course  of  legislation  on  this  sub- 
ject, is  a matter  of  extreme  difficulty  Committees 
ofthis  house  have  different  plans;  a system  of  com- 
mercial warfare  is  recommended,  in  the  hope  that 
France  will  relax  in  hers.  We  have  thought  it 
safest  to  make  an  appeal,  not  to  lier  fears  but  ta 
her  interest— to  give  her  a peace  offering’  by  pre- 
fering  hers  to  tiie  fabrics  of  India,  rather  tlian  to 
provoke  by  excluding  her  ships  from  our  ports. — 
As  it  affects  merely  the  manufactures  of  the  coun- 
try, the  latter  would  be  the  course  to  be  pursued;, 
foi’  if,  in  the  prosecution  of  this  war  of  legislation^, 
she  should  exclude  our  cotton,  the  raisers  of  it  will 
join  us  in  creating  a market  at  home.  In  thus  re- 
commending the  measure  which  is  opposed  to  the 
interest  of  those  for  whose  exclusive  benefit  the 
committee  are  said  to  be  acting,  we  hope  to  avoid 
the  imputation  of  hostility  to  commerce.  The  na- 
vigation acts  on  your  table  are  bold  measures,  de- 
signed to  compel  the  two  most  powerful  nations 
of  Europe  to  give  up  their  favorite  systems  of 
commercial  and  colonial  policy,  not  the  expedi- 
ents of  yesterday  or  the  moment,  but  settled,  ma- 
tured, and  acted  on  for  more  than  a century — 
which  have  entered  into  all  their  favorite  plans 
of  commercial  and  naval  greatness.  In  such 
a contest  there  is  much  risked;  if  these  measures 
produce  tlie  desired  effect,  I shall  not  be  among  the 
last  to  rejoice:  but  ifthey  fail — if,  instead  of  saving’ 
they  destroy  your  commerce,  of  producing  a rela.x- 
ation,  they  only  add  rigor  to  the  regulations  they 
are  intended  to  counteract,  it  shall  not  be  charged 
on  the  committee  of  manufactures  that  it  was  a 
part  of  their  system.  Had  these  navigation  acts 
emanated  from  us,  I well  know  the  clamor  which 
would  have  been  excited;  as  they  have  came  from 
the  Gommei’cial  committee,  they  will  be  hailed  by 
the  mercantile  interest  as  the  means  of  restoring 
commerce,  and  I hope  they  may  prove  so;  but  having 
a different  opinion,  fearful  that  this  measure  would 
repoilupon  us,  destroying  what  it  was  intended  to 
save,  we  have  inserted  this  feature  in  tlie  bill.  A 
duty  of  25  per  cent,  is  proposed  on  linen  and  a mi- 
nimus of  25  cents.  The  rate  proposed  by  the  com- 
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mittee  of  ways  and  means  in  1816,  was  20 — it  was 
ii  xed  at  15:  'fhis  is  one  of  tlie  most  important  items 
of  (lomesiic  consumption  — flax,  the  raw  material, 
raised  in  all  parts  of  tlie  country,  is  not  an  article 
of  export  to  an}  extent — linen  is  one  of  the  most 
favored  inamifactures  of  England,  it  pays  no  excise 
for  home  consumption, — and  the  government  pays  a 
custom  house  bounty  of  25  per  cent,  (on  coarse  fa- 
brics) when  ex'ported.  W oolensand  plain  cottons  re- 
ceive none — the  duty  on  them  tiierefore  operates 
for  tlie  double  purpose  ofrevenue  and  a preference 
of  ours  over  the  imported  article.  But  as  to  linen, 
the  present  duty  only  operates  as  a tax  on  our  own 
consumption,  being  10  per  cent,  less  than  the  Bri- 
tish export  bounty'— affording,  contrary  to  all  prin- 
ciples of  a wise  policy,  a decided  preference  for  the 
foreign  manufacture.  It  is  impossible  to  imagine 
any  sound  reason  for  leaving  this  most  important 
article  so  wholly  unprotected.  In  the  present  ta- 
riff, if  the  committee  have  erred,  it  is  in  not  pro- 
posing a still  higher  rate  of  duty  — on. coarse  linen 
it  only  equals  tiie  bounty;  and  then,  so  far  as  re- 
spects the  competition  with  our  fabrics,  makes  it 
duty  free— on  the  finer,  it  lias  some  small  operation 
;is  a protecting  duty.  This  increase  of  duty  on 
linen  has  caused  much  complaint.  The  house  will 
now  judge  with  what  reason  this  bill  is  called  an 
extravagant  one.  The  other  objections,  when  ex- 
amined, will  be  found  to  have  no  more  foundation 
than  this. 

The  next  clause  proposes  a duty  of  30  per  cent, 
on  silk  from  India,  20  from  otlier  places— it  now 
pays  15.  No  good  reason  could  be  discovered  for 
so  low  a rate — it  is  an  article  used  mostly  by  the 
rich;  there  is  less  danger  of  smuggling  than  on  most 
others — it  is  imported  only  in  large  and  valuable 
ships;  and,  if  from  India,  is  allowed  to  be  landed 
only  in  specified  ports  A very  intelligent  merchant 
from  Boston,  recommended  a duty  of  33  per  cent, 
on  all  kinds,  from  every  countiy  alike;  tiiere  will 
probably  be  no  objection  to  the  proposed  increase. 
Eaw  silk  is  made  duty  free  in  this,  though  in  the 
present  tariff  it  paid  the  same  duty  as  the  manufac- 
tured. Printed  books  are  at  35,  the  same  as  pro- 
posed by  Mr.  Dallas  in  1816 — tliey  pay  15  at  pre- 
sent. Paper  and  leatlier — the  raw  materials,  are 
now  at  30;  the  manufactured  article  should  be 
higher  as  it  gives  employment  to  much  of  the  labor 
and  a market  for  many  of  the  productsof  the  country. 
-If  imported  forcolleges,&c.  they  are  duty  free;  if  for 
common  sale,  they  are  a most  important  article  of 
consumption,  and  like  others  should  be  made  at 
home;  if  for  mere  amusement  or  works  of  taste, 
they  are  fair  subjects  of  revenue:  none  can  better 
afford  to  pay  taxes  than  men  of  leisure  and  wealth. 
If  any  gentleman  thinks  a discrimination  ought  to 
be  made  so  as  to  impose  a lower  rale  of  duty  on 
works  of  science  and  mere  literature,  there  will 
be  no  objection.  The  other  items  in  this  clause  are 
geuerally  at35  per  cent — the  same  as  recommend- 
ed by  Mr.  Dallas,  and  in  the  present  tariff  are  rated 
30.  The  house  will  tiuis  perceive  that  on  articles 
paying  an  ad  valorem  duty  the  proposed  increase  is 
generally  from  5 to  10  per  cent.  If  the  only  pro- 
tection offered  by  this  bill  to  the  national  industry 
consisted  in  the  mere  rate  of  duties,  tiiey  will  be 
found  not  to  come  up  to  what  are  generally  called 
protecting,  but  would  be  justified  for  the  mere  [>ur- 
pose  of  revenue.  O'he  committee  were  sensible 
that  if  all  the  protection  necessar}  was  in  the  impo- 
sition of  high  duties,  that  the  cry  of  extravi'gance 
and  smuggling  might  defeat  their  measures,  i'liey 
have  thought  the  object  could  be  better  ac- 
complished by  adding  such  provisions  to  the  bill  a? 


w'ould  efieclually  secure  the  collection  of  the  du- 
ties imposed,  and  so  to  apportion  them  as  to  pro- 
duce not  only  revenue  by  the  consumption,  but  bc, 
in  some  measure,  a discrimination  between  the  fo- 
reign and  domestic  manufacture.  In  tills  view  we 
iiope  tliatall  will  concur.  The  mode  of  ascertain- 
ing the  value  ofgoods  on  which  a duty  is  to  be  asses- 
sed, has  been  attended  with  inucli  ditHculty — an  id- 
most  constant  war  between  the  merchants  and  the 
officers  of  the  customs,  and  has  been  often  chang- 
ed. Tlie  original  mode  of  ascertaining  t’ne  value' 
“at  tlie  time  and  place  of  importation/’  prescribed 
by  the  act  of  IT'90,  was  the  fairest  and  most  equita- 
ble, as  an  ad  valorem  duty,  it  was  in  fact  what  it  pur- 
ported to  be — so  much  per  cent,  on  the  value.  But, 
as  a diflerent  standard  of  valuation  has  long  since 
been  adopted,  it  was  thought  best  not  so  much  to 
alter  as  to  modify  it.  The  mode  proposed  in  this 
bill  has  been  pursued — but  the  committee  are  not 
tenacious  on  this  point.  There  is,  however,  one 
feature  in  this  clause  which  is  deemed  of  infinite 
importance  to  the  mMiufacturing  interests,  and 
which  the  house  must  indulg-e  me  v/ilh  explaining’. 
It  istheadditioii  to  the  valuation,  of  all  drawbacks^ 
bounties^  premiuim  (vul  allotvances,  which  are  paid  by 
foreign  governments  on  exportation,  and  assessing 
tlie  ad  Valorem  duty  on  the  aggregate  value  thus 
ascertained.  It  is  somewliat  singular  (hat  our  sys- 
torn  of  imports,  wldcli  is  avowedly  for  the  double 
purpose  of  revenue  and  the  protection  of  our  own 
manufactures,  should  Jiave  overlooked  Hits  provi- 
sioti,  v/liich  is  indispensable  for  the  latter.  The 
house  wili  at  once  perceive  that  if  the  foreign  ex- 
port bounty  equals  our  impost  duty  on  the  same  ar- 
ticle, the  duty  is  otily  a tax  on  the  consumption  of 
our  own  citizens — the  foreign  article  comes  into 
tlie'market  on  the  same  terms  as  the  domestic;  this  is 
fully  exemplified  in  the  article  of  linen.  The  Bri- 
tish government  pay  the  exporter  25  per  cent, 
bounty;  ours  ciiargingthe  importer,  25  per  cent,  im- 
port  duty,  it  thence  becomes  duty  free.  At  the 
’present  duty  of  15  ’per  cent,  the  importer  has  a 
clear  profit  of  10  per  cent,  after  paying  our  duty. 
This  is,  certainly,  lefr-h:mded  protection  to  manu- 
factures. Hence  it  is,  that,  without  enquiry  into 
the  cause,  we  are  told  you  are  unreasonable;  no 
duties  will  satisfy  you.  The  great  reason  v.diy 
many  of  the  present  ones  are  incompetent  is,  tliat 
they  ai*e  checked  and  rendered  unavaifnig-  by  tliis 
artful  and  masterly  system  of  bounties  and  draw- 
backs. It  is  the  true  secret  by  wdiich  to  account  for 
tlie  immense  vrealth  and  power  of  a nation  whose 
population  but  little  exceeds  our  own.  She  is  toe 
wise  to  trust  to  imposts  as  the  sole  source  of  reve- 
nue— commands  her  own  consumption,  draws  the 
ciiief  support  of  ’ner  government  by,  an  exci.se  on 
her  manufactures — they  afford  materials  and  open 
new  sources  of  commerce;  her  system  of  bounties 
enables  lier  artificers  to  undersell  other  nati.ms  in 
their  own  poi’ts,  v.dille  her  political  economists  mis- 
lead us  by  tlieir  speculative  and  ruinous  tlieories. 
Tlie  article  of  linen  fully  illustrates  her  polic}'. — 
I’hough  her  taxes  and  expenses  are  enormously  op- 
pressive on  the  people,  yet  the  makers  of  linen 
pay  none, — no  excise  on  their  materials  or  mamu 
fact«re;to  encoura,ge  this  fabric,  whicli  unite*  the 
thi'ee  great  interests  of  agricultui’e,  commerce 
and  manufactures,  she  wisely  apportions  the  bur- 
thens of  her  goveriiment  so  as  to  leave  lliis  unem- 
barrassed, 'I'his  accounts  for  tlie  cheapness  of  the 
article  at  home,  and,  added  to  tlie  enormous  bounty 
on  tlie  exjiort,  gives  the  true  reason  for  undersell- 
ing us.  J.ct  the  Briti.s]i  abolish,  this  system,  let  an 
article  pay  the  same  price  for  home  consuu;ption  as 
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for  cxporlutioiijltwill  then  be  seen  there  isnotmuch 
difi'ercnce  between  nianut’acluring  here  and  tiiere. 
t)ne  article  pays  an  enormous  excise,  another  none 
— let  them  be  equalized  and  neither  have  an  ex- 
port bount}’— in  the  ag’gregate.it  will  be  found  that 
we  could  meet  them  in  market,  if  not  without  any, 
•with  a small  rate  of  protectinif  duly.  Let  cottons, 
woolens  and  linens  pay  the  same  excise  as  glass, 
beer  and  spirits,  and  cost  to  the  consumer  in  this 
country  as  much  as  they  do  in  England — 'you  would 
be  called  on  for  little  further  protection  to  our  in- 
iiustry.  I'he  manufacture  of  these  articles  pays 
310  part  of  the  expenses  of  their  government,  is 
burthened  with  no  taxes — because  they  are  the 
sources  of  their  greatness,  the  machinery  by  which 
they  draw  to  themselves  the  resources  of  all  na- 
tions who  purchase  them;  retaining'  us,  their  com- 
inercial,  naval  and  political  rivals,  in  a state  of  colo- 
nial vassalage.  It  would  be  right  and  fair  to  aim  at 
once  at  this  system,  by  adding  to  the  ad  valorem  a 
specihc  duty  equal  to  the  bounty  paid  and  draw- 
back of  excise  allowed  on  :ue  exportatton.  'I’hen 
onr  duties  might  be  called  protecting  ones,  and  be 
said  to  afford  efiicient  protection  to  our  manufac 
lures;  then  the  competition  would  be,  on  national 
and  individual  grounds,  a fair  one;  but  the  commit- 
tee, aware  that  this  is  the  first  attempt  to  introduce 
fciuch  a principle  into  our  code,  tb^t  it  would  not  be 
-prudent  to  attempt  too  mucli  at  once,  only  propose 
to  consider  the  bounty  and  drawback  as  a part  of 
the  original  cost  on  which  tlie  duty  is  to  be  asses- 
sed. 'i'u  exein]jhfy  tliis — -on  line.u  a duty  of  twentv- 
iive  per  cent,  would  only  counteract  the  bounty; 

recommend  the  addit  ion  of  only  one  fourth  of 
iliat  amount.  It  is  not  to  introduce  a war  of  iegis- 
iation,  but  in  some  measure  to  countervail  the  asso- 
ciation of  their  system;  increased  duties  will  be  ini- 
■jierative  m ben  they  are  evaded  by  increased  boun- 
•ties.  ! hope  these  principles  will  meet  tlie  appro- 
bation of  t!it>  house;  if  they  do  not,  all  oui-  laws 
-anil  be  vain — we  iiad  better  say  at  once  to  Itioae 
who  want  protection  — “let  tiling’s  regulate  them- 
iselves  ” if  it  is  jiropcr  to  act  at.  all^  we  must  act 
triicientlv;  the  interests  of  onr  country  are  assailed 
by  ap  enemy  deep  in  Ids  designs,  persevering  in 
•their  execution,  governed  by  a spirit  ever  awahe 
iind  watchful,  deterred  by  no  opposition.,  sulxlued 
by  no  difficulties.  The  wisdom  and  the  resources 
^;f  a mighty  emi>irc  directed  to  one  great  object, 
the  supply  of  foreign  nations  with  the  articles  of 
«;ousumption,  great  as  she  is,  we  can  meet  her  in 
open  war,  can  beat  her  on  the  land,  the  water  and 
311  the  cabinet— but  succumb  in  legislation;  become 
liie  dupes  of  her  policy,  quietly  iudHlerent  to  the 
exhausiion  of  our  resources,  which  how  to  her  in 
«>ne  coiislani,  increasing  current.  Our  dependence 
on  her  almost  ciaily  increasing,  she  exulting  in  the 
sucoessful  operations  of  her  policy,  relieved  from 
the  expense  of  governing  us,  enjovingall  the  bene- 
fits we  could  afford  her  as  colonies.  When  other 
interests  are  endangered  by  foreign  powers  or  re- 
gulation, yun  are  not  backwark  in  resisting- them  at 
the  risk  of  a war-,  if  a ship  or  cargo  is  seized,  a sea- 
3iian,  native  or  naturalized,  impressed,  or  diacrinii- 
v.aling  duties  im]iosed  on  tonn.ige,  you  do  not 
leave  things  to  “regulate  llieinsel  ves;”  every  tlfng 
is  protected,  every  thing  (defended,  but  manufac- 
fures—i'iese  alone  are  unwoi’tliy  ol  national  protec- 
tion, Decret  s and  ordeis  in  council  that  embarrass 
corriinerce,  are  not  sutf'ered  to  oiieratc  unmolested; 
but  a system  of  bounties  and  drawbacks,  destriic- 
•♦ive  not  only  of  interests  equally  important,  hut  in 
their  conse.fjuences  iiivvlving  all  in  one  common 
destruclion,  are  practicJily  ojuposed  only  by  the  fa- 


Torite  maxim,  leave  us  alone,  let  them  regulate  them-- 
selves.  I hope  we  shall  extend  it  to  all,  or  be  con- 
sistent and  apply  it  to  none.  We  are  independent 
in  name,  have  tlie  powers  of  self-government — but 
tamely  content  onr.selves  with  being  dependent  on 
onr  rival  for  articles  of  necessity  and  the  means  of 
defence.  VTe  cannot  clothe  or  arm  our  soldiers, 
build  or  equip  a navy,  without  procuring  from  Eng- 
land tlie  means.  National  pride  and  honor  o+ight 
to  revolt  at  the  degrading  reflection.  V hope  to 
see  tlie  day  wlien,  in  full  command  of  our  con- 
sumption and  means  of  defence,  our  resources  re- 
tained at  home,  our  great  interests  safe  from  fo- 
reign competition,  we  shall  be  in  fact,  as  well  as 
name,  free  and  independent  states.  This  consum- 
mation will  not  be  brought  about  by  folding  our 
arms  and  leaving  the  industry  of  the  counti-y  to 
regulate  itself.  It  was  not  thus  that,  in  the  first 
Punic  war,  you  emerged  from  colonial  dependence; 
that  in  the  second,  you  successfully  defended  your 
dearest  national  rights.  Before  we  can  be,  what 
oui'  resources  enable  us  to  attain,  you  must  wage 
the  tliird  Funic  war — not  of  arms,  but  of  legis- 
lation: ass.til  onr  rival  where  she  is  vulneralile, 
in  tiie  source  of  onr  greatest  danger — her  systen;s 
of  bounties,  drawbacks  and  preminnis,  and  in  her 
manufactures,  where  the  congres.s  of  1774  assailed 
her:  go  at  least  as  fur  us  self-defenec  will  authorise 
— jU'otect  our  own. 

'I'h.e  bill  proposes  an  additional  duty  on  hemp  of 
twenty  dollars  ]>cr  ton;  it  was  deemed  necessary 
that  for  an  article  of  tlie  first  necessity,  wltliouc 
w’nicli  we  could  neitiier  build  norequij)  a ship,  we 
sirould  not  be  dependent,  as  we  now  are,  for  the 
supply  on  foreig-n  nations.  In  case  of  a war  all  our 
naval  preparations  might  besuspended  until  it  could 
be  ]ii  oduced  here.  It  is  so  essential  for  national 
defence,  that  we  must  command  enough  for  our  own 
consumption.  Viewed  as  an,  agricultural  produc- 
tion, which  was  formerly  raised  in  great  quantities^ 
in  the  western  states,  but  winch  has  been  destroyed 
by  foreign  competition,  or  as  a manufacture,  it 
equally  deserves  protection — at  a time  when  tmr 
provisions,  excluded  from  foreign  markets,  do  not 
command  a jirice  which  pays  the  expense  of  cul- 
tivation—when  the  agriculture  of  the  country  is  as 
depressed  as  its  manufactures,  it  needs  at  least  so 
niucli  protection  as  to  enable  it  to  compete  with 
foreign  productions.  'r!i(-se  reasons,  it  is  hoped, 
will  exempt  tlie duty  on  tliis  item  from  the  cha  ge 
of  hos'tility  to  agriculture.  This  article  now  pays 
a duty  of  Ihirt}'  dollars  a ton,  the  wholesale  price 
of  which  is  two  hundred  and  forty  dollars — equal 
to  twelve  and  an  half  per  cent,  ad  valorem— the 
proposed  increase  will  be  twenty-one  per  cent. 
If  considered  as  a manufactured  article,  essential 
for  consuniption  and  defence,  it  is  hoped  that  the 
propriety  of  the  increased  duty  will  be  apparent,  as 
it  can  be  raisedto  an  amountfarbeyondthe  demand; 
the  dome.stic  competition  will  make  the  increased 
price  on  the  imp-orted  article  but  temporary.  The 
same  apply  to  the  additional  duty  on  cotton,  and  the 
furtlu-rone  which  must  meet  with  generalassent,that 
if  the  mamifactim  rs  of  cotton  supply  the  country 
with  their  fabrics,  they  oughtto  use  our  own  raw  ma- 
terial and  not  import  it  from  India.  The  cotton  plan- 
ters must  not  indulge  in  fancied  security.  In  1817 
the  foreign  cotton  imported  and  consumed  in  the 
United  States,  was  l,7d0,000  pounds,  in  1818 — 
4,000.000,  in  1H19  it  arnounted  to  6,700,000:  when 
li'.eyfmd  it  1 lius  increasing,  and  France  and  England 
imposing  high  duties  on  its  importation,  they  ought 
to  be  awakened  to  the  necessity  of  at  least  securing 
tfic  douifstm  n.-uikci,  nut  trusting  entirely  to  the 
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ibreig'ii,  I'he  day  may  not  be  vei-y  disVanl  when  i 
they  will  find  from  experience  ihat  their  favorite 
maxim  of,  “let  us  alone, will  apply  as  little  to  agn- 1 
cbiitureas  it  now  does  practically  to  commerce.  j 
I now  come  to  two  iteius  on  which  the  house  will  | 
not  only  expect  but  vecjuire  me  to  say  sometiiing’, 
jlusti  Sind  iron — one,  inMmioiy  interestii’g’  to  tiie  dis- 
trict, tlie  other  to  the  state  I represent.  It  is  best 
not  to  mince  matters,  but  to  speak  plainly;  this 
lias  been  called  a Pittsburg,  a cui-giass  bill,  iocal, 
partial  in  its  operations — and  I have  been  charged 
with  framing  it  from  interested  motives.  Gentle- 
men had  better  be  cautious  how  they  use  the  word 
Pittsburg,  as  a name  of  reproach;  it  may  be  like 
the  term  vv'hig,  one  of  pride  and  not  of  disgrace.  I 
tell  the  house  frankly,  that  1 have  not  lost  siglit  of 
the  interest  of  Pittsburg,  and  would  never  pei  jure 
myself  if  1 had;  but  the  charges  shall  be  met  plamiy, 
and  if  you  are  not  cojivinced  that  the  interests  of 
that  place  are  identified  with  the  nation,  that  cui 
glass  can  be  defended  on  national  grounds,  then  I 
agree,  that  Pittsburg,  iis  representative,  its  favorite 
manufacture,  and  the  tariff,  may  go  together.  I 
v/iii  rest  the  whole  bill  on  this  item,  and  freely  ad- 
mit that  the  hicrease  of  duty  on  glass,  plain,  not  cut, 
is  among  the  greatest  proposed.  In  selecting  ar- 
ticles worthy  oi‘ national  protection,  none  arermore 
eminently  deserving-  of  it  than  those  the  raw  ma- 
terials of  wiiich  are  of  no  value  for  exportation 
the  conversion  of  which,  into  articles  for  (ise,  pro- 
duces something  out  of  nothing — turns  into  ma- 
nutactures  of  the  greatest  value  and  beauty,  tiie 
worthless  produce  of  the  earth — furnishes  a mar- 
ket for  the  productions  of  the  farmer,  gives  em- 
ployment not  only  to  laboring  men,  but  boys  who 
•would  otherwise  contract  habits  of  idleness  and 
vice.  '1  he  foreign  material  bears  to  the  manufac- 
t-ured  article  the  proportion  of  twenty  five  cents  to 
one  hundreii  dollars;  the  rest  is  tiie  product  of  our 
own  soil — Small  quantities  of  asiies,  and  lead  the 
principal  material,  sand  which  is  fit  for  no  otiier 
purpose,  not  even  to  make  mortar — stone  coal,  the 
ihachinery.  In  the  days  of  our  prosperity  we  have 
made  to  the  amount  of  a quarter  of  a million  of  dol- 
lars worth  in  a year,  it  was  so  much  money  extract 
ed  from  the  bowels  of  the  earth  by  the  labor  of 
hundreds,  adding  to  the  wealth  and  comfort  of  all 
within  the  sphere  of  its  action.  Now  we  make, 
1 may  say,  none.  Will  gentlemen  tell  me,  who 
has  profited  by  the  change — '1  he  farmer,  tlie  la- 
borer, our  coimtry,  or  the  foreign  ir anuf aclxv'er? 
Plain  glass  now  pays  an  impost  duty  of  twenty 
per  cent,  it  is  proposed  to  raise  it  and  make  it 
specific,  teiT  cents  a pound.  In  England,  the  im- 
post duty  amounts  to  a prohibition — made  tliere,  it 
pays  for  home  consumption,  an  excise  of  £4  18s. 
sterling  on  the  100  weight — on  exportation,  there  is 
a drawback  of  the  excise,  and  a custom  bounty  oj 
one  pound  five  shillings  sterling,  making  in  all 
£6  OS.  equal  to  twenty-eight  cents  a pound  between 
the  price  to  the  consumer  in  England  and  here. 
The  custom  house  bounty  alone  amounts  to  near 
six  cents  a pound;  and  from  this  document,  taken 
from  the  custom  house  in  Boston,  it  appears  that,  in 
an  invoice  amounting  to  £129  in  value,  the  British 
bounty  amounts  to  120  dollars,  our  import  duty  of 
20  percent,  to  114,  leaving  a clear  profit  of  six 
dollars.  With  the  addition  of  the  excise  drawback 
on  an  invoice  of  550  pounds  sterling',  the  importer, 
after  paying  all  export  duties,  freight,  insurance, 
commission  and  all  cliarges,  makes  a clear  profit 
of  51/. — Has  not  this  article  peculiar  claims  on  us 
for  protection.'^  The  present  duty  is  a mere  tax  on 
(fhe  consumer;  it  operates  as  no  discriailn^tion  be- 


tween curs  and  the  industry  of  other  nations;  but 
leaves  it  to  struggle  against  the  effects  of  a posi- 
tive premium  on  importation.  O'lie  proposed  in- 
crease will  not,  as  a protecting  duty,  amount  to 
more  than  twenty  per  cent,  ad  valorem — on  cut 
glass  It  13  only  proposed  to  add  five  per  cent.;  the 
duty  IS  now  ihirty.  1 am  aware  of  objections  to 
the  duty  on  plain  glass,  and  am  sorry  to  find  them 
come  from  manufacturers,  glass  cutters,  not  fyakers, 
but  importers  of  plain  glass, who  are  not  satisfied  with 
thirty-five  on  cut  glass,  and  represent  plain  as  a 
raw  material  which  ought  to  be  duty  free.  In  Pitts- 
burg, it  is  both  made  and  cut,  and  the  house  will 
judge  who  IS  most  actuated  by  national  principles, 
which  plan  adds  most  to  the  sum  of  national  wealth, 
industry  and  resources.  Gentlemen  are  mistaken 
in  supposing  mine  an  iron  making — it  is  an  iron 
buying,  iron  consuming  district.  The  time  has 
been  when  600d  tons  were  purchased  annuaily,  not 
one  of  which  was  made  in  the  district:  but  to  tlie 
state  of  Pennsylvania  it  is  of  the  utmost  importance 
— it  is  her  staple  manufacture;  to  the  nation  the  all 
essential  article  for  private  consumption  and  pub- 
lic defence.  It  ought  to  be  less  interesting  to  us 
whether  it  requires  protection,  whether  the  estab- 
lishments for  its  manufacture  are  declining  or  pros- 
perous— -ive  cun  and  must  supply  ourselves.  Every 
part  of  the  union  abounds  with  the  raw  material,  it 
is  perfectly  worthless  for  all  other  purposes;  not  fit 
for  roads.  The  working  -i'it  not  only  employs  miich 
of  the  labor,  but  furnishes  a market  for  much  of 
the  produce  of  our  soil:  these  good  effects  are  not 
■confined  to  a small  space.  An  instance  of  this  oc" 
curs,  in  the  fact  that  the  iron  works  in  the  interior 
of  our  state  are  supplied  with  bacon  from  Kentucky. 
The  remark  is  true  of  this  as  of  all  other  manufac- 
tures, that  the  farmer  is  among  those  who  derive 
the  most  profit  from  their  success.  It  is  a matter 
of  most  perfect  astonishment,  that  so  important  an. 
article  should  have  beeniiql  only  so  perfectly  and 
wantonly  abandoned  by  the  present  tariff,  but 
pointedly  selected  for  reprobation  by  a strdnge 
policy— which,  whilst  it  raised  the  duties  on  most 
other  articles,  reduced  that  on  iron  nearly  lOO  per 
cent. — ^From  1804  until  1815,  it  was  at  seventeen 
and  an  half  per  cent,  and  until  1816  at  15~a  duty 
which  might  have  saved  these  int^-esting  establish  - 
ments thus  apparently  destroyed  by  design:  Pigs 

and  castings  in  1816,  paid  fifteen  per  cent,  ad  va- 
lorem; bar  iron  nine  dollars  a ton^  equal  to,  say  nine 
per  cent,  ad  valorem;  in  1818  tlie  duties  were  in- 
creased to  fifty  cents  a hundred  on  pigs,  seventy- 
five  on  castings  and  bar  iron:  in  this  house  it  was 
raised  to  twenty  dollars  a ton  by  a majority  of  for- 
ty-seven, but  reduced  in  the  senate  to  fifteen.  Had 
the  duty  been  a proportionate  one  in  1816,  a rate, 
lower  than  the  one  now  proposed  would  have  been 
sufficient  to  have  insured  a domestic  supply;  but 
the  reports  of  the  treasury  present  us  with  facts 
which  call  for  immediate  and  efficient  interference. 
In  1818  tlie  importation  of  bar  iron  exceeded  six- 
teen tliousand  tons — in  1819  it  amounted  to  near 
twenty  thousand.  The  decrease  of  ad  valorem  im- 
portations in  this  yeay' has  exceeded  §19,000,000, 
while  the  increase  of  bar  iron  has  been  near  four 
thousand  tons.  Comparing  it  with  cotton,  there  are 
many  more  national  reasons  for  its  protection — the 
materials  of  one  can  be  exported,  but  the  other 
cannot:  we  send  out  of  the  country  near  §2,000,000, 
annuaily,  for  an  article  we  could  make  at  home, 
and  out  of  materials  perfectly  worthless  in  them- 
selves. The  rate  of  duty  is  not  unreasonable  in 
itself,  or  disprojiortionate  to  other  items  in  this 
bill,  or  the  old  tariff.  On  the  fir.st  of  this  moivvh 
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the  wholesale  price  of  it  was,  according  to  the 
Kew  York  and  Philadelphia  prices  current,  from 
100  to  110  dollars  a ton;  caicuiating  on  the  price 
at  the  place  of  importation,  tlie  fairest  mode  of  fix- 
ing an  ad  valorem  duty,  it  would  be  only  twenty- 
five  per  cent.;  the  same  as  on  cottons  and  woolens 
poW,  and  eight  per  cent,  less  than  is  proposed — five 
less  than  on  leatlier  and  paper,  in  the  present,  and 
ten  less  than  is  proposed  in  lliis  bill  on  the  former; 
considering  it  as  an  ai  tide  abandoned  in  the  for- 
mer turilf.  That  what  will  restore  the  declin- 
ing will  not  re-animate  llie  dead;  that,  in  the  em- 
ban-assment  and  distress  of  th.e  last  year,  the  im- 
portations have  rapidly  increased  while  others  di- 
minish. 1 confidently  hope  that  to  affording  to 
this  a protection  equal  to  other  articles,  no  objec- 
tion will  or  can  he  made  by  those  vvlro  profess  to  be 
J'nend!y  io  the  system. 

Iron  is  certainly  an  article  of  necessity,  but  not 
more  so  than  clothing;  it  is  called  a raw  material — 
v/e  vv  ould  as  soon  apply  this  term  to  a ball  of  cotton 
yarn  or  a piece  of  broad  cloth.  This  word  raw 
material  is  straiig-ely  misunderstood.  The  glass 
cutter  calls  jilain  glass;  the  iron  founder,  pigs;  the 
rope-maker,  hemp  and  flax;  the  copper-smith  and 
brazier,  brass  and  copper  in  sheets  and  still  bot- 
toms, raw  materials;  wtiile  the  makers  of  these  ar- 
ticles calltliem  manufactures,  and  petition  foi;  pro- 
tection. I believe  the  safer  rule  is  to  consider  that 
which  is  taken  from  the  earth  as  the  raw  material, 
and  every  change  in  its  form  or  value,  by  labor,  as 
a mahufiicture,  equally  entitled  to  encouragement. 
It  is  certainly  true  policy  to  afford  it  to  every  thing , 
which  can  be  made  at  home,  especially  when  the 
material  can  never  become  an  article  of  export. 
The  extent  of  the  protection  to  be  regulated  by 
the  amount  of  importation — the  deficiency’  of  re- 
venue supplied  by  an  excise  on  the  manufacture 
protected.  The  increased  duty  on  .molasses  has 
excited  much  oppositiQ>ji  and  some  feeling,  of  those 
who  seem  to  consider  h partial  and  oppressive.  I 
must  ask  a candid  review  of  the  principle  on  which 
this  bill  has  been  framed,  the  situation  in  which 
the  committee  has  been  placed,  and,  with  an  as- 
surance that  no  feelings  of  mine  can  be  grati- 
fied by  bearing  hard  on  my  native  country,  beg 
them  to  look  at  tiiis  item  on  national  grounds. — 
Tres.sed  with  petitions  from  every  class  of  manu- 
facturers, praying  for  higli  duties  on  foreign  arti- 
cles which  interfered  with  theirs,  sensible  that 
something'  ought  to  be  done;  yet  beset  with  diffi- 
culties on  all  sides,  unaided  and  alone,  we  were 
thrown  on  a forlorn  hope.  A partial,  local  system 
would  have  insured  its  own  defeat — a general  one 
might  impair  the  revenue;  to  avoid  that,  to  shape 
our  cour.se  to  meetthe  interests  of  a nation  so  widely 
extended  as  this — one  might  almost  say  twenty’-two 
difierent  nations,  divided  at  least  into  great  sec- 
tions, some  engaged  almost  exclusively  in  agricul- 
ture, some  in  commercial  and  manufacturing  pur- 
suit.s,  and  some  in  all— was  attended  with  uncom- 
mon trouble.  We  are  not  disappointed  in  finding 
other  vnoti\es  attributed  to  us,  but  disclaim  all 
which  are  not  founded  on  the  general  principles 
avowed  by  us.  In  proposing  increased  duties  on 
the  various  aiticlc.siii  this  bill,  there  seemed  few  if 
any  on  which  so  many  reasons  could  be  brought  to 
bear.  The  article  is  bulky,  cannot  be  smuggled,  and 
aids  the  revenue--thc  transportation  of  it  from  the 
south  employs  as  much  shipping  as  from  the  West 
Indie,s--it  cannot  injure  commerce;  still  less  so  if 
y ou  adopt  the  navigation  act  which  stops  the  inter- 
course with  (he  British  islands.  View  it  as  a pro- 
duce of  the  soil  or  a manuracture,  it  is  as  much  en- 


titled to  protection  as  any  other.  'I'his  bill  tends 
to  essentially  aid  the  manufactures  of  the  northern 
and  middle  states;  it  is  but  fair  that  they  should 
exchange  them  for  the  productions  of  the  south; 
buy  from  their  customers,  their  friends  and  coun- 
trynnen.  As  an  article  of  domestic  consumption, 
it  is  not  of  much  importance;  to  a family  which 
consumes  twenty  gallons  in  a year,  the  increased 
duty  is  one  dollar.  The  wages  of  one  child  em- 
ployed in  a factory,  put  in  operation  by  tliis  bill, 
which  would  otherwise  be  idle,  would  pay  it  in 
two  days.  If  distilled,  and  the  spirits  exported, 
there  is  a drawback  of  the  duty;  if  for  home  con- 
sumption, the  fairness  of  the  duty  is  at  once  appa. 
rent.  The  present  duty  on  a g’allon  of  the  lowest 
proof  rum  is  42  cents — if  di.stilled  from  molasses, 
it  now  pays  7^;  at  the  proposed  rate,  15 — there  can 
be  no  rational  reason  for  this  great  difference,  when 
an  article  of  consumption  is  made  from  a foreign 
material  which  can  be  produced  at  home.  If  tiie 
domestic  product  is  encouraged,  the  spirit  distilled 
is  duty  free.  With  these  strong  reasons,  the  com- 
mittee could  not  overlook  tiiis  article — my  mind 
is  not  better  satisfied  with  any  one  in  the  bill;  we 
couffi  not,  with  any  justice  to  ourselves,  recommend 
to  the  house  a system  which  should  not  embrac.e, 
as  far  as  practicable,  the  interest  of  all  alike;  it  is 
in  vain  to  expect  the  concurrence  of  su-ch  a body’’ 
as  this  to  any  measure  of  partial  operation.  Take 
any  one  item  in  this  bill,  some  part  of  the  country 
will  object  to  it;  and  if  confined  to  one  alone,  there 
would  be  a majority  against  every  one.  Gentle- 
men must  look  to  the  whole,  and  not  confine  their 
enquiries  to  what  bears  hard  on  sectional  interest — 
extend  them  to  the  benefits  derived — viewed  in  this 
light,  the  balance  will  not  be  found  against  the  part 
of  the  country  from  which  the  opposition  to  this  du- 
ty principally  comes.  An  increased  duty  of  five 
cents  a bushel  is  proposed  on  salt — most  of  the 
reasons  which  apply  to  others  vjill  to  this  arti- 
cle, but  there  are  some  which  do  so  exclusively;  if 
it  is  at  all  sound  policy  to  command  the  consum]i- 
tion  of  our  articles  of  necessity,  it  is  emphatically 
so  of  this,  which  can  be  made  any  where,  and  for 
which,  in  a cessation  of  commercial  intercourse,  a 
most  enormous  price  is  imposed.  It  is  a manufac- 
ture, tlie  raw  material  of  which  is  the  ocean,  the 

principal  machinery  the  fire nature  does  the 

greatest  part  of  the  labor.  It  is  an  important 
item  of  revenue.  The  present  price  in  the  in- 
terior is  from  one  dollar  to  one  dollar  fifty  cents 
per  bushel;  on  the  sea  coast  say’ 70  cents — it  is  said 
that  such  a duty  should  be  laid  as  may  tend  in  some 
measure  to  equalize  the  cost  to  the  consumer.*  The 
duty  on  spirits  is  not  altered — it  is  an  important 
source  of  revenue  and  cannot  be  spared — the  pre- 
sent rate  is  high;  the  committee  wished  to  have 
increased  it  to  prohibition;  but  it  was  not  in  their 
province  to  substitute  an  excise  to  supply  the  defi- 
cit of  revenue.  We  well  know  that  to  take,  in 
one  item,  ^2,500,000  from  an  already  exhausted 
treasury,  would  destroy  the  whole  bill — yet  I feel 
autiiorized  to  say  that  none  would  more  cheer- 
fully concur  in  the  prohibition  of  foreign  spirits,  and 
an  excise  on  domestic,  than  the  committee  of  ma- 
nufactures. It  may  be  proper  here  to  observe  that 
that  committee  did  not  act  on  the  items  in  the 
bill  printed  in  Italics,  except  brown  sugar  and  mo- 
lasses; this  list  was  furnished  to- us,  with  a view  to 
revenue,  by  a gentleman  wliose  situation  brought 

*d'he  bounties  on  the  fisheries  were  increased  by 
an  amendment  to  the  bill  25  per  cent,  on  account 
of  the  increased  duty  on  salt. 
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•‘.uat  subject  under  his  consideration;  tor  any  other 
purpose  we  have  no  anxi^’^ty  to  retain  them. 

d iie  fourth  section  allows  a drawback  of  the 
duty  on  tin  and  copper  when  made  up  and  export- 
ed; tiiis  is  a new  feature  m our  system,  but  deemed 
necessary  for  the  double  purpose  of  aiding  the 
manufactures  and  commerce  of  tlie  country.  It 
xvould  have  bceu'  extended  to  otiier  articles,  but  it 
was  thought  better  not  to  make  the  bill  too  com- 
Jilicated,  or  to  go  too  much  into  detail.  The  founda- 
tion once  laid,  it  can  be  built  on  hereafter.  The 
manufacture  of  these  articles  for  the  West  India 
market,  wouh.i  lie  a source  of  employment  to  our 
labor,  ana  profit  to  tiie  employer,  if  enabled  to 
ronipete  with  tne  same  articles  made  and  imported 
by  others.  Witii  a duty  of  20  per  cent,  our  work- 
men wuuld  be  excluded — with  this  drawback  th'ey 
come  in  on  equal  terms.  These  articles  present 
the  commencement  of  a system  which  we  must 
some  da}'  adopt,  and  which  will  make  the  founda- 
tion of  oil;'  prosperity  unshaken.  It  consists  in  im- 
posing such  an  import  duty  as  will  secure  us  our 
Lome  consumption;  an  excise  on  consumption,  (tor 
revenue };  on  the  exportation,  a drawback  of  excise, 
thus  making  the  manufacture  of  one  article  exem- 
plify the  policy  and  all  the  great  objects  of  govern- 
ment. The  remainder  of  the  bill,  except  the  9th 
and  lOlh  sectioi’is,  is  c';pied  from  the  present  laW; 
those  sections  iiave  been  inse.-led  with  the  sole, 
view  of  guarding  against  frauds  which  exist  to  a 
very  great  extent,  and  which,  if  not  checked,  will 
completely  counteract  princ  iples  of  vital  import 
ance  to  the  system  we  liave  recommended,  Fears 
Lave  been  entertained  that  the  Idth  section  will  be  , 
injurious  to  the  fair  com.nerce  of  the  country.  It 
is  not  so  intended,  and  can  be  so  modified  as  to 
secure  the  objects  of  the  committee,  without  injur- 
ing an  interest  equally  worthy  of  national  protec- 
tion as  the  one  I am  advocating.  If  it  cannot,  1 
will  consent  to  strike  it  out;  for  I am  no  enemy  to 
commerce,*  This  is  not  the  time  to  make  profes- 
sions— they  will  not  be  believed  till  tlie  excitement 
occasioned  by  this,  and  the  other  bills  reported  by 
the  committee, shall  haye  subsided*,  when  they  ai*e 
calmly  examined,  there  will  be  found  no  evidence 
of  a disposition  to  protect  one  at  the  expense  of  the 
other  great  interests  of  the  nation;  all  are  alike 
depressed,  presenting  equal  claims  on  a govern- 
ment designed  for  the  common  benefit;  struggling 
against  foreign  competition  and  regulations,  all 
parts  of  the  counti’y  require  your  protection.  The 
committee,  adopting  the  opinion  of  the  treasury, 
that  this  was  the  proper  time  to  effect  a change  in 
our  internal  relations,  have  not,  in  recommending 
this  measure,  overlooked  these  interests.  It  makes 
ample  provision  for  revenue;  if  the  imports  con- 
tinue the  same  as  in  1818,  the  increased  duties  add 
g5, 800, 000,  It  must  be  matter  of  conjecture  how 
far  the  diminished  importation  will  equal  or  exceed 
the  increased  duties — if  the  .system  of  imports  is 
alone  to  be  relied  on,  if  you  will  resort  to  no  other, 
it  is  your  duty  to  make  the  most  of  it — not  to  at- 
tempt to  support  it  by  loans  and  taking-  tlie  sinking’ 
fund,  as  proposed  by  the  committee  of  ways  and 
means.  If  you  will  cling’  to  it,  I hope  you  will  not 
reject  this  bill  because  it  aids  manufactures  as  well 
as  revenue-— that  those  who  are  so  sensitive  on  the 
state  of  the  treasuiy  and  object  to  tliis,  will  pro- 
pose a better  mode  of  apportioning  the  burthens 
on  the  consumer.  Pass  this  bill,  reduce  thecredits 
of  the  custoin  house,  impose  a duty  on  auction 


*ThivS  section  wao  stricken  oat  on  the  motion  of 
Mr.  B, 


sales, — you  want  no  loan;  tlie  cry  of  revenue  v/iU 
be  hushed  by  an  union  of  those  who  wish  to  fill  the 
treasury  and  protect  our  own  industry.  But  we 
uaderst'and  each  other  very  well — revenue  is  one 
of  tlie  alarm  bells  to  defeat  this  bill;  tho.se  who 
raise  it,  well  know  that  for  tlie  present  its  makes 
ample  provision,  but  that  lor  the  future  a new  sys- 
tem must  be  adopted;  one  which  must  combine  the 
protection  of  the  great  interest  which  they  oppose. 
As  it  is  inevitable,  it  is  better  to  come  to  it  gradu- 
ally— if  postponed  till  the  voice  of  the  country 
makes  an  imperative  call,  do  not  blame  us  if  tin:- 
revulsion  is  sudden  and  the  shock  violent.  In  five 
short  years  your  impost  has  diminished  from  thirty- 
six  millions  to  sixteen,  more  than  three  millions  uf 
which  is  now  in  suit.  Your  expenditure^  are  twen- 
ty-six millions,  in  a state  of  peace.  It  requires  no 
spirit  of  prophecy  to  tell  that  the  income  will  not 
meet  the  expenses; — you  rau.st  resort  to  new  means; 
to  internal  taxes,  to  excise.  In  using  these  words 
I will  not  be  misunderstood:  by  internal  taxes  I 
mean  not  direct  ones  on  land,  but  on  auctions,, 
pleasure  carriages,  watches,  exjiensive  furniture, 
&c.;  in  other  words,  those  taxes  on  the  rich  and 
money -making  classes  of  society  which  were  re- 
pealed two  years  ag'O,  when  a temporary  overflow- 
ing of  the  treasury  induced  you  to  abandon  tlie 
original  financial  s}  stem  of  revenue,  and  trust  alone 
to  imposts.  By  excise  I mean  a lax  on  the  domes- 
tic manufacture  which  is  protected  from  foreig’ii 
competition.  Excise  has  been  an  odious  term,  but 
it  wdl  soon  be  understood  and  divested  of  its  ter-' 
rors.  r o the  consumer  it  makes  no  difference  wlie- 
tiier  he  pays  to  the  merchant  two  dollars  impost  on 
a ])air  of  boots,  or  the  same  ambun-t  of  excise  to  a 
shoemaker;  to  a farmer,  whether  he  pays  five  dol- 
lars impost  on  his  coat,  or  five  dollars  excise  to  the 
manufacturer,  'riu-re  is  indeed  one  difference,  and 
that  contains  the  sum  and  substance  of  political 
economy — he  can  pay  the  niamifaciurer  in  -:uo')l  and 
provisions.  The  merchant  he  must  pay  in  money — 
he  must  remit  it  to  England;  she  excludes  our  pro- 
duce and  raw  material.  This  illustrates  the  difler- 
ence  between  Impost  and  excise;  the  fir.st  turns  the 
whole  attention  of  the  government  to  encourag’e 
the  importation  of  foreign  production, s,  as  tlie 
means  of  imposing  a tax  on  the  consumer.  If  the 
country  commands  its  own  consumption,  importa- 
tion and  imposts  cease — now  every  tiling  becomes 
subservient  to  revenue  and  to  commerce  as  the 
means  of  transporting  the  instruments  of  taxation. 
Such  a system  necessarily  checks,  if  not  destroys, 
our  internal  industry.  Domestic  manufactures  pay- 
ing no  tax,  the  encouragement  of  foreign  is  tiie 
inevitable  consequence. 

Whether  this  system  is  beneficial  to  the  nation, 
is  no  longer  a matter  of  opinion,  but  of  I'li.-jtory, 
The  late  war  totally  destroyed  tlie  imposts;  you  were 
left  without  revenue;  foreign  importation  ceasing, 
the  manufactures  of  the  country  sprung  up  and 
flouri.shed.  Amid  all  the  pres, sure  and  privations 
of  the  war,  the  people  grew  ’rich  and  were  abio  to 
pay  taxes  to  the  amount  of  12,000,000  in  one  year. 
Flow  much  could  they  afford  to  pay  now.^’  Tiie  peace 
found  the  national  resources  untouched,  the  nation 
strong,  and  the  people  contented:  wliile  the  war  du- 
ties continued  there  were  no  complaints;  revenue 
was  abundant;  commerce  flourished;  manufactures 
prospered;  farmers  rolled  in  wealth; — not  a mufirm’’ 
was  heard  again.st  taxes;  even  when  \ ou  repealed 
them,  there  was  but  one  solitary  petition  on  your  1j- 
ble  praying  for  the  measure.  It  was  m.osl  strange  af- 
ter  this  experience  ofthe  salutary  eflectsof'the  then 
sta.te  of  thing.s,  that  there  sliouid  have  been  a re- 
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currence  to  the  old  system,  wlilch  must  be  again  i 
abandoned  on  every  tluctuation  of  our  commerce 
and  foreign  relations — wliich  can  never  be  perma- 
nent, but  is  in  its  nature  temporary;  resulting  fi'om 
the  chapter  of  acciden-ts,  relied  on  by  no  nation  but 
ours,  and  by  us  found  insufficient  by  experience. 
.Even  at  this  moment,  when  our  oppuivents  are  so 
alarmed  aliout  it,  we  have  mrade  up  our  minds  to 
vote  for  a loan  after  this  bill  shall  have  been  de- 
feated, for  fear  it  will  impair  this  noble  and  beau- 
tiful system  of  impost.  You  will,  before  you  ad- 
^iourn,  contradict  } our  declaration,  tha-t  the  system 
IS  good  and  the  revenue  sound  by  a «be  it  enact- 
ed,” and  the  legislative  declarations  of  the  three 
branches  of  government  pronounce  that  it  is  touud 
^va^ting^  1 his  is  no  time  for  concealment;  the 
bouse  will  not  understand  me  as  attetnpting  to  dis- 
guise my  views  on  tiiis  subject:  If  national  indus- 
try is  ever  to  be  protected;  if  we  are  ever  to  com- 
mand our  own  consumjition,  the  system  of  I’evenue 
must  be  clianged — part  impost,  part  excise.  While 
you  rely  exclusively  on  the  first,  it  is  in  vain  to  ex- 
pect that  sound  measures  of  national  jiollcy  can  ever 
be  adopted.  A temporary  check  on  foreign  importa- 
tions ma.}',  for  a time,  give  a favmrahie  turn  to  the 
labor  of  the  nation;  but,  in  their  recurrence-,  our 
establishments  must  fail.  Do  nothing,  or  do  some- 
thing perinaneiit  and  efficient,  so  that  tiiere  may  he 
some  assurance  that  the  national  industry  will  not  be 
exposed  to  abandonment  by  every  varying  motion  of 
foreign  policy.  Hestore  a confidence  noiv  destroyed; 
bottom  your  revenue  on  the  manufactures  of  the 
country;  then  botii  are  placed  on  a foundation 
which  combines  the  support  of  the  government 
W'ith  the  best  interests  of  the  nation.  We  are  told 
this  bill  will  destroy  commerce:  this  is  not  an  un- 
expected alarm;  it  v/as  raised  wlien  the  last  tariff 
was  passed;  it  is  equally  loud  wiien  asiy  measure  is 
proposed  which  adds  a cent  or  a dollar  to  a duty  on 
importatiom  Joined  with  smuggling,  we  shall  al- 
ways hear  the  cry  repeated  when  any  measure  is 
proposed  not  tending  to  the  exclusive  benefit  of 
that  interest.  1 had  indulged  a hope  tkat,  at  this 
'time,  when  the  commerce  of  the  country  was  as 
prostrate  as  our  manufactures — when  both  are 
pressing  us  for  protection  from  the  same  dangers — 
that  its  friends  would  have  made  common  cause, 
andj'oined  in  a common  struggle  for  self-preserva- 
tion. The  hope  was  not  a sanguine  one;  commerce 
lias  been  too  long  a pet,  the  spoiled  child  of  go- 
vernment, to  think  there  are  any  other  interests 
worth  protecting.  The  mere  creature  of  legiskr 
lion,  raised  to  importance  by  our  laws  and  jthe 
expenditure  of  a great  portion  of  our  revenue  for 
i<s  .sujiport,  commerce  has  i;resented  herself  us  tlie 
Allas  which  supports  the  government,  the  country, 
and  all  its  great  interests:  now,  it  seems,  she  can- 
not support  herself.  Yet,  while  ai)proaching  you 
ana  suppliant  ])Osture,  praying  for  a bankrupt  law 
to  save  her  merchants,  navigation  acts,  her  ship- 
ping—she  still  retains  the  spirit,  still  thinks  that  all 
legislation  must  be  for  her  benefit — boldly  claiming 
the  rights  of  ])rimogeniturc — loudly  protesting  tliat 


draws  from  the  consumer  what  lie  ought  to  retain 
at  home,  our  resources,  to  enrich  other  nations; — 
but  that  commerce  which,  by  the  carrying  trade, 
tlie  export  of  foreign  produce  and  our  own  manu- 
factures, draws  w^ealth  fi-om  others  to  us;  equally 
promoting  the  great  interests  of  the  country.  J'hc 
friends  of  commerce  may'  boast  of  its  imjjortance 
and  proHts,  yet  they  well  know  tliat  even  to  the 
merchant,  the  export  of  provisions  and  import  of 
goods  for  domestic  consumption,  has  been,  a losing 
business.  Examine  their  ledgers  for  the  last  thirty 
years;  they  will  find  it  would  iiave  been  cheaper  la 
liave  bought  bills  than  to  remit  produce.  1 well 
know  that  the  export  of  produce  down  the  Ohio 
has  been  unproductive;  the  first  cost  has  never 
came  back  to  our  country.  The  history  of  the 
country,  the  public  documents  on  your  table,  prove 
the  fact  as  to  the  sea-p»orts,  that  the  only  profitable 
commerce  has  been  the  carrying-trade — the  re-ex- 
port, the  drawback  system,  tlie  same  for  which  a 
permanent  foundation  has  been  laid  in  this  bill. 

It  is  admitted  that  the  most  liourishing  period  of 
our  commerce  was  from  1802  to  I8i2,  the  best 
years  1806  and  1807;  it  has  been  declining'  since 
l.iie  peace — 1816  and  1817  very  bad  years;,  the 
worst  was  18l8;  yet  the  average  amount  of  exports 
for  the  first  period  was  less  than  in  1818  by  one 
million.  There  was  this  remarkable  difference : 
from  18D2  to  1812  the  average  export.s,  amounted 
to  69,171,000 

Domestic  produce,  38,157,000;  foreign,  31,014,000 
1818,  whole  amount  of  exports,  70,142,000 

Domestic  prod.  50,976,000;  foreign,  I9,l65,e00 
,1806,  nett  revenue,  16,081,000;  drawb’ks,  9,709,000 
1807,  16,493,000;  „ 9,995,000 

1818, revenue  rec’d  25,832,000;  drau  b’k,  3,343,000 

1816,  „ 32,786,000;  „ 4,830,000 

1817,  „ 22.082,000;  „ 5,937,000 

These  facts  present  you  with  a history  and  account 

for  the  rise  and  decline  of  commerce  as  well  as  manu- 
factures; they  require  no  comment,  but  afford  much 
for  reflectioii : tiiey  show  the  kind  of  commerce 
worth  ]>rotecting,  in  which  1 will  be  behind  no  one 
at  all  hazards,  even  of  a war.  Left  no\v  only  in  the 
enjoyment  of  the  expert  of  our  produce  and  th.e 
importation  of  articles  for  consumption,  we  are 
losing  the  cari'ying  trade — not  for  the  want  of  laws 
to  protect  it,  but  for  this  evident  reason,  that  the 
commercial  nations  of  Europe  can  be  their  own  car- 
riers, import  directly  from  their  own  colonies  : they 
are  not  to  to  be  diverted  by  navigation  acts;  other 
means  must  be  adopted  to  restore  oar  commerce 
and  give  employment  to  our  shipping.  We  irnist 
do  as  all  other  nations  have  done — make  ourselves 
carriers  by  creating  materials  for  trade.  None  ever 
become  so  by  being  the  consumers  ofthe  manufac- 
tures of  others.  In  a settled  state  of  things,  com- 
merce cannot  exist  without  manufactures — the  one 
is  the  basis  and  affords  the  materials  of  the  other. 
While  it  is  tliought  bad  policy  to  supply  ourselves, 
we  cannot  expect  to  supply  otliers — it  is  in  rain  to 
hope  for  employment  for  our  slops  when  we  have 
nothing  to  export  which  will  pay  expenses; — equal- 


aity  thing  clone  for  the  other  children  of  the  nation  | ly  vain  to  place  our  faith  in  measures  intended  to 
is  lier  deslruction.  While  this  is  commerce  “I  um|  coerce  ita  employment  by  other  nations,  in  oi)posi- 
against  it;”  but  if  she  claims  equal  protection,  or  j tion  totlieir  interest.  Ships,  commerce,  and  colo- 
cven  a double  portion  in  lier  favor,  1 will  go  as  far  j nies,  is  their  njaxim.  It  would  bo  ours  in  like  cir- 
any  man  in  tliis  licnise  to  sujjpoit  the  fair  trade  of  j cu  instances. 

the  country.  Important  as  I think  manufactures,  4'he  agricultural  class  of  the  country  seems 
commerce  is  no  less  so;  but  1 must  be  understood  ! alarmed  at  this  bill;  with  what  reason  it  is  certainly 
as  not  meaning  that  commerce  which  is  confined  to  | difficult  to  divine.  Their  situation  is  not  more  en- 
the  export  of  raw  materials  and  the  import  of  ma-  j viable  than  that  of  the  other  great  interests.  The 
luifactures  for  home  consu mplion,  which  adds  no-  ])orts  of  Europe  and  the  Briti.slt  West  Indies  are 
thing  to  the  labor  an.d  wesltb  of  the  m.tiou — only  lc!o.scd  against  their  provisioms;  some  ar§  actually 
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imported  for  our  own  consumption.  Havana  has 
been  a good  market — the  last  accounts  from  that 
pLice  represents  the  “market  completely  glutted 
M'lth  provisions.  Rice  dull  at  g5;  flour  ^13,  du- 
ties ^9;  upwards  of  20,000  barrels  had  arrived 
there  from  ports  in  France,  and  from  St.  Andero, 
in  Spain,  and  further  supplies  expected  from  the 
same  quarter.”  Wheat,  in  the  interior,  574  cents 
a busliel;  flour  at  your  fur.ms  ^3,  and  in  the  sea- 
])orts;— excluded  from  Ibreigu  markets,  you  com- 
plain that  we  are  about  creating  a domestic  one. 

Tihis  it  is  when  the  time  has  arrived  in  which  all 
the  great  interests  in  the  country,  being  equally 
prostralCi  and  one  general  scene  of  distress  per- 
vading al!  its  parts,  there  was  d reasonable  hope  of 
a union  of  seiitirnent,  and  a common  effort  to  re- 
store us  to  wliat  we  were — when  the  path  w'e  pro^ 
pose  is  consistent  with  the  experience  of  all  nations 
as  well  as  our  own,  we  are  met  on  all  sides  with  the 
chilling  cry  of,  let  us  alone;  leave  Us  to  regulate  ota-^ 
selves.  You  have  regulated  yourselves  till  legisla- 
tion is  necessary  to  restore.  Remember,  if  the 
revenue  iias  fulled,  if  commerce  is  without  employ- 
ment, and  agriculture  has  no  market,  manufactures 
have  not  caused  it.  One  Would  think,  in  hearing 
tlie  various  cries  of  danger  from  this  source,  that 
they  were  progressing  with  giant  strides,  till  their 
Interest  had  became  a Brobdinagian  among  the  Lil- 
j’iputs.  It  seems  to  be  forgotten  tliat  it  is  writhing 
almost  In  the  agonies  of  death;  far  from  being  able 
to  injure  others,  it  cannot  save  itself;  and  is  as 
low  as  its  worst  enemies  could  wish  it.  All  have 
alike  sunk  beneath  the  effects  of  foreign  policy  and 
your  indifference — laid  low  alike — struggling  side 
by  side.  Tiie  three  great  interests  of  the  country 
are  to  be  restored  only  by  your  interference — they 
call  to  you  in  sepulcliral  tones,  equally  to  warn  you 
of  past  errors  and  imploring  for  future  aid.  But, 
sir,  listen  to  all  alike — do  not  let  revenue,  crying 
for  a loan,  commerce,  for  bankrupt  and  naviga- 
tion acts,  drown  t!ie  voice  of  manufactures,  asking 
TO!-  protection.  Do  not,  after  imparting  your  fa- 
vors with  a liberal  hand  to  the  others,  reply  to  the 
calls  of  this  great  interest  “regulate  yourselves.” 
You  will  not  say  so  to  commerce — you  will  give 
her  regulations,  and  enter  on  a legislative  commer- 
cial war  for  her  protection.  But  you  will  poorly 
answer  to  the  nation  for  your  partiality; — that  it  is ; 
of  no  national  importance  luho  produces^  raises,  or 
makes  our  articles  of  consumption;  that  may  regulate 
itself : It  is  alone  worthy  of  our  interference  -ivho 
shall  bring  them  here  from  foreign  countries.  That 
we  will  regulate. 

We  have  been  called  on  by  the  gentleman  from 
South  Carolina  for  the  evidence  on  which  the  com- 
mittee have  acted.  Of  the  description  referred  to 
in  his  resolution  we  have  none;  and  I tell  that  gen- 
tleman plainly,  that  the  committee  of  manufactures 
have  not  acted,  and  would  not  act,  on  tlie  state- 
ments, or  even  the  affidavits,  of  interested  persons. 
Others  may  make  motives  for  us — but  we  shall  not 
avow  what  we  di.sdain.  I refer  him  for  the  infor- 
mation On  which  we  have  acted,  to  the  commercial 
codes  of  other  countries,- -our  own  official  docu- 
ments from  the  treasury — to  the  able  reports  of  the 
the  committee  of  conrimei’ce,  of  the  secretary  of  the 
treasury,  and  to  one  which  deserves  particular  no- 
tice from  being  presented  by  himself — the  bill  re- 
ported by  the  committee  of  ways  and  means  in 
1816.  I repeat  it,  that  tlie  profit  of  roanufactiires 
has  not  been  our  leading  motive,  but  the  public 
national  interest;  this  nation  must  command  its  oxvri 
con'sjimpfon  and  the  means  of  defence.  The  treasr. 


ry  report  tells  us  that  the  ad  valorem  imports  of 
1818  are  g58,000,000,  our  domestic  exports  only 
§50, 000,000.  1 his  rmist  be  changed;  we  must  buy- 

less  than  we  sell.  'I'heve  is  one  domestic  work  oa 
political  economy,  better  than  any  imported;  con- 
taining more  sound  political  maxims  than  any  I 
ever  read.  The  almanacs  of  “Richard  Saunders.” 
He  says,  “if  you  keep  taking  out  of  the  meal  chest 
and  put  notliing  in,  it  will  become  empty.” 

This  is  tlie  state  of  the  nation;  an  enormous 
flood  of  importation  has  swept  before  it  the  indus- 
try of  the,  country;  36,000,000  of  imports  a year 
have  exhausted  its  resources— it  is  literally  empty. 
Look  where  you  will  you  find  property  depressed, 
produce  declining,  laborers  seeking  employment# 
— nothing  increasing  but  debts  and  suits,  and  forced 
sales.  The  sound  of  a hammer  does  not  disturb 
you,  unless  the  constable’s,  sheriff’s,  or  auctioneer’s. 
If  the  petitions  on  your  table  do  not  give  you  the 
true  cause  of  this, — if,  when  manufacturers  and  far- 
mers are  joining  in  their  applications  for  the  protec- 
tion of  national  industry,  you  want  other  evidence  of 
the  general  distress — let  each  member  of  this  house 
say  what  is  the  situation  of  his  own  district.  Many 
of  them  have  seen  manulaciures  flourish;  did  fiirm- 
ers  then  suffer  ^ Has  their  practical  operations 
ever  been  injurious  to  any  portion  of  the  country.'* 
We  have  trieddhe  systems  of  supplying  ourselve.s 
and  depending  on  foreign  nations;  those  who  have 
seen  the  effects  of  both  can  best  judge  of  the  me- 
rits of  tliis  bill.  But  if  you  want  other  evidence 
by  the  cause  of  this  universal  distress,  and  to  find 
out  an  effectual  remedy,  do  not  disregard  the  imam  - 
raous  opinion  of  the  legislature  of  New-York,  ex- 
pressed in  instructions  to  her  delegation  here.  This 
is  the  voice  of  1,200,000  freemen.  When  a.  nation 
thus  complains,  we  are  not  to  enquire  if  women  and 
oliiklren  cry.  Pennsylvania  speaks  in  a still  mors 
decided  tone — not  of  instruction  or  complaint,  but 
by  a stop  latv  to  prevent  the  sale  of  real  and  per- 
sonal property  in  execution,  unless  it  sells  for  two- 
thirds  of  its  appraised  value.  It  is  time  to  reflect 
when  such  a state  speaks  in  language  like  this. 
Five  years  ago  she  lyas  the' richest  in  the  union; 
her  property  was  valued  under  your  authority  at 
346  millions— New-York  at  273  millions;  she  has 
been  and  yet  is  a proud  state— fertile  in  resources, 
strong  in  her  .institutions,  she  stood  the  shock  of 
the  revolution,  the  consequent  peace,  the  embargo, 
and  the  late  war,  unhurt.  But  she  could  not  with- 
stand  the  destruction  of  her  manufactures,  the 
prostration  of  her  industry,  the  deluge  of  importa- 
tions, your  enormous  imposts;  slie  has  yielded  to 
the  pressure  of  general  distress,  and,  for  the  first 
time  in  her  history,  has  been  obliged  to  resort  to  a 
stop  law  to  save  the  persons  and  property  of  her 
citizens.  All  must  regret  the  necessity — the  other 
states  have  not  resorted  to  the  same  measure;  they 
may  have  as  much  necessity.  One  county  in  Virginia , 
I see  by  the  paper  of  to-day,  has  passed  a stop  law 
of  its  own,  by  refusing  to  appoint  any  officers  to 
enforce  the  collection  of  debts.  Sir,  this  st.ate  of 
things  affords  abundant  evidence  of  the  necessity 
of  your  acting.  You  have  tried  the  present  system 
till  all  the  interests  of  the  country  are  alike  destroy- 
ed. Give  this  one  afair  trial — you  can  be  no  worse., 
unless  you  persevere  in  a policy  which  was  found- 
ed on  a state  of  things  which  no  longer  exists — 
which  will  increase  the  national  distress  in  propor- 
tion to  its  continuance.  Adopt  a system  founded 
on  those  plain  practical  principles  which  have  b<?C!i 
sanctioned  by  experience,  and  can  never  be  de- 
stroyed by  a storm,  which  wTll  pass  the  coiimiy 
.unhurt. 
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soTi;.  ^ 

The  navig-ation  acts  have  been  passed;  the  West 
India,  with  one  dissenting-  vote  in  tne  senate— in  the 
hous^-,  by  a vote  of  ayes  94,  nces  25:  the  Freiicb, 
■witnoLit  discussion  or  even  a division  in  either  house 
— there  was  one  no  heard  in  tiie  house  of  repre- 
sentatives. This  furnishes  a g-ood  practical  com- 
mentary on  the  favorite  maxim  of  “leave  thing's 
alone” — it  cannot  be  expected  to  pass  without 
comment.  No  subject  will  better  explain  the  ac- 
tual policy  of  this  g-overnment  in  relation  to  their 
internal  concerns.  'I'he  French  navigation  act 
lias  been  called  i'or  by  the  great  body  of  merclittiits, 
who  complain  tliat  the  French  tarin  excludes  eu- 
, tireiy  the  employment  of  American  shipping:  to 
counteract  this,  we  have  imposed  a duty  of  eighteen 
vlollars  a ton  on  French  vessels  arriving  after  the  1st 
oi'  July  next.  It  is  well  to  compare  the  discrimi- 
nating duties  of  the  two  nations.  Our  tonnage  duty 
is  fifty  cents  light  money,  thejsame  in  all — one  dol- 
lar a ton  on  foreign  ships;  the  French  is  ninety  cents 
— ten  cents  licss  than  her  ships  pay  here.  The 
French  duty  most  complained  of  is  on  the  import 
of  our  produce — we  impose  an  addition  to  the 
rates  of  duties  of  ten  per  cent,  on  all  g'oods  import- 
ed in  foreign  vessels  of  th»se  nations  why  have  no 
convention  with  us.  France  imposes  on  cotton,  a 
duty  of  four  dollars  a hundred  imported  in  French 
ships,  five  dollars  and  fifty  cents  in  foreign;  if  from 
an  entrepot,  five  in  French,  five  dollars  and  fifty 
cents  in  foreign  vessles.  'I'obaccO,  in  French  ships, 
free — ibreign,  one  dollar  a hundred.  To  asctiitain 
who  is  the  aggressor  in  this  contest,  who  first  began 
this  discrimination  on  tonnage  and  goods,  whether 
it  is  in  self-defence  or  from  a spirit  of  monopoly, 
and  on  which  side,  may  be  some  time  worthy  at 
-least  of  examin-ation.  if  the  conduct  of  France  has 
been  unprovoked,  if  she  first  began  this  warfare, 
and  we  are  on  the  defensive,  and  yu'efer  retaliation 
to  reducement,  there  arp  two  modes  <;f  counteract- 
ing it — a tonnage  duty;  which  would  exclude  French 
.shipping,  or  a duty  on  their  manufactures,  -which 
-would  compel  them  to  reduce  theirs  on  ujir  rmu  mute- 
rial.  The  first  has  been  adopted  — its  operation  is 
only  in  favor  of  the  merchant;  the  second  was  re- 
jected; it  would  have  benefitted  the  manufacturer 
and  the  farmer,  and  been  of  equal  service  to  com- 
merce. The  heavy  discriminating’  duty  is  on  our 
pYoduce,  not  tonnage,  'fhe  principle  of  equal  pro- 
tection siiould  have  embraced  all  interests  alike — 
it  has  been  confined  to  the  carrier  i\\e  producer ; 
the  manufacturer  has  been  overlooked.  'I'he  rights 
©f  pl'imogeniture  have  been  successfully  asserted, 
and  unanimously  sanctioned.  Will  France  give 
way  or  retaliate.^  In  the  latter  event,  let  the  agri- 
cnlturist  look  to  the  exclusion  of  his  produce;  the 
shipping  interest  can  only  be  reached  through  the 
prociucts  which  give  it  employment — the  cotton 
planters  have  unanimously  opposed  the  projection 
of  manufactures  and  advocated  the  navigation  acts; 
they  have  thrown  tlieir  entire  weight  into  the  scale 
©f  commerce.  'I'lie  of  their  cotton  was 

unworthy  of  their  notice,  'i  he  currying  of  it  has 
induced  them  to  join  in  a commercial  war  which 
may  terminate  against  their  interests.  Mr.  Galla- 
tin states  that  we  imported  -‘60,000,000  of  the 
produce  of  French  industry,  more  than  two  thirds 
the  produce  of  modes  and  luxuries  manufactured 
at  Paris,  and  of  Lyons’ silks  exported  from  Havre, 
exclusive  of  wines,  brandies  and  dried  fruits,  and 
other  articles  of  that  nature.”  One  would  think 
that  this  fact  would  have  assured  to  a statesni;m 
the  point  in  which  to  attack  France.  Exclude  her 
ifianufactures  from  our  market,  or  im.puse  a duty 


equal  to  hers.  'Phat  however  seems  not  to  he  con  - 
sistent with  the  rules  of  political  eco:!onfists — it 
would  give  employment  to  our  laborers,  infuse  life 
and  new  spirit  into  07n’  manufacturers.  A reduc- 
tion of  import  duties  would  increase  the  price  oi' 
the  raw  material  to  the  farmer,  diminish  it  to  the 
consumer  of  the  manufacture — these  are  considera- 
tions wliich  liave  excited  no  attention.  'Fhe  great 
contest  now  is,  whether  the  duties  shall  be 
tile  same,  whether  imported  in  French  or  Ameri- 
can vessels.  Let  the  cotton,  tobacco  and  rice  plan- 
ter look  out.  The  day  may  come  when  the  sugar 
planter  ma)^  find  it  would  have  been  as  well  to  have 
excluded  the  produce  of  the  British  islands,  as  the 
carrying  of  it  in  British  vessels 


Foreign  Articles. 

CHEAT  BHITAIJr  AXI)  IKEI.ANH. 

London  dates  of  April  25. 

The  new  parliament  assembled  on  the  21st  of 
April.  Charles  Maimers  Sutton  was  re-electerl 
speaker.  The  disturbances  have  subsided  at  Glas- 
gow and  its  neighborhood.  The  queen  lias  been 
publicly  and  solemnly  recognized  in  her  rights,  by 
tlie  lord  chancellor,  vice  chancellor  and  chief  jus- 
tice, by  accepting  Messrs.  Brougham  and  Denman 
as  her  counsel,  giving  them  precedence  and  rank 
as  such.  But  the  ministers,  as  yet,  have  not  called 
the  king’s  wife,  queen;  and  she  is  still  rejected — 
by  the  prayers  of  the  church! 

Sir  'I'homas  Lawrence,  knight,  has  been  elected 
president  of  the  royal  academy,  in  the  room  of  the 
late  Benjamin  West,  esq. 

Sir  Alexander  McKenzie,  famous  for  his  travels 
in  North  America,  died  in  Scotland  on  the  l2th  of 
March  last. 

One  of  the  Dublin  journalists  makes  it  out  to 
be  quite  an  important  affair,  that  the  king  lately 
drank  “prosperity  to  old  Ireland”  in  a bumper  of 
whiskey  punch! 

lL;scoinmon,  Galway  and  .\Iayo  counties,  in  Ire- 
land, are  still  in  a very  disturbed  state,  though  se- 
veral persons  have  been  executed  as  “ribbon- 
men.” 

'Frials  for  treason  and  sedition  are  going  on  in 
many  parts  of  the  United  Kingdoms. 

The  witnesses  on  the  trial  of  Thistlewood  deci- 
dedly proved  the  design  of  the  conspiratoi’s  to 
murder  the  ministers,  without;  discrimination,  and 
fire  London  in  several  places;  to  employ  the  citizens 
until  they  could  rally  enough  of  the  disaffected  to 
make  a stand  ag’ainst  the  troops,  &c.  I'he  plot  was  of 
as  horrible  a character  as  that  planned  soon  after  the 
“revolution”  by  William  HI,  in  which,  however,  the 
legitimate  succeeded  to  massacre  the  clan  of  Glen- 
coe— except  that  the  people  of  Glencoe  were  inno- 
cent compared  with  the  intended  victims  of  This-- 
tlewood  and  liis  associates. 

Sir  Charles  Woolesly  and  the  rev.  Mr.  Harrison* 
have  been  tried  and  found  g-uilty  of  intending  tor 
excite  commotions  at  a meeting  at  Stockport,  &c. 

rHAWCE. 

Count  Clauzel  lately  sailed  from  New  York  for 
Antwerp — he  is  still  under  sentence  of  death  par 
contwnace. 

The  prefect  of  the  policje  has  directed  that  a 
watchful  eye  shall  be  kept  over  ballad  makers! 

A Paris ])uper  of  April  2,  gives  a story  about  an 
attempt  that  was  made  to  assassinate  Monsieur  (the 
king’s  brother),  when  he  visited  the  church  of  St. 
Denis,  alone,  to  indulge  his  p.aternal  sorrow  at  the 
tomb  of  his  son,  the  duke  of  Berri.  'i'he  tale  says,' 
that  a ruffian,  arm'fed  with  a brace  of  pistols,  loade-i 
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‘ otlieir  nuizzles,  forced  his  way  to  monsieur,  by 
overpowering'  the  woman  who  has  the  custody  of 
' the  diLirch,  but  that  her  screams  broug’lit  a couple 
of  g’ens  d’arms  to  her  i-escue,  who  seized  the  cul- 
‘ orit,  &c.  I'he  effect  of  this  circumstance  oil  the 
king’s  health,  is  said  to  have  been  almost  fatal. 

A letter  says— “Paris,  after  dusk,  almost  resem- 
bles a besieged  city.  At  every  forty  yards  on  the 
Boulevard  the  passengers  encdunter  a patrol  of 
five  soldiers,  a corporal  and  four  privates,  two  of 
tlie  latter  being  French  and  two  Swiss.  I'he  same 
arrangement  is  observed  by  all  the  guards  when- 
ever mounted;  one  half  natives  and  tlie  other  hall 
are  foreigners.  'I'his  betrays  tlie  distrust  of  the 
g'overnment  and  excites  much  rancour  against  the 
disaffected,  who  boast,  that  12,000  Swiss  would 
be  of  small  avail,  were  the  time  come  for  pres- 
sing their  views.  There  is  always  a guard  at  the 
])alace  royal;  but  at  night  the  quadrangle  is  lite- 
rally surrounded  with  troops.  All  the  public  build- 
ings and  important  stations  are  likewise  strongly 
guarded.  In  short,  every  thing  bears  the  marks  of 
an  approaching  convulsion,  especially  should  the 
throne  become  vacant,  The  events  in  Spain  has 
produced  an  electrical  sensation.” 

The  following  laughable  thing  is  from  a late 
Paris  paper — A,  peruke  maker,  coming  out  of  the 
Montesque  Baths,  had  been  taken  up  an^i  carried 
to  the  OiHce  of  police,  for  wliistiing  in  tlie  street. 
There,  to  Ills  astonishment,  he  was  informed  of  the 
existence  of  a conspiracy,  and  that  the  conspira- 
tors, who  usually  assembled  in  the  neighborhood  of 
the  Palais  Royal,  made  themselves  known  to  each 
other  by  whistling.  Although  well  known,  the  poor 
peruke  maker  was  not  released  until  he  had  fur- 
nished severaPsureties. 

Frankfort,  Jlpril  6.  M.  Lavalette  is  s-till  in  Bava- 
ria. This  man,  whose  misfortunes  and  deliverance 
have  made  so  much  noise  in  Europe,  is  in  a singu- 
lar situation.  Mis  pardon  has  been  granted  him 
by  tl'.e  king',  but  he  has  not  yet  received  official 
notice  of  it,  and  cannot  return  to  hiscountr3\ 
the  other  hand,  he  is  exposed  to  very  unjust  suspi- 
■cions  in  Germany;  where,  not  knowing  tlie  cause 
of  his  protracted  stay,  they  accused  him  of  want 
of  attachment  to  his  heroic  wife,  whose  healtli  he 
sliouldbe  willing  to  purchase  at  the  expense  of  liis 
own  life.  [It  has  been  stated  that  she  is  in  a state 
of  dei’angement.] 

SPAT?r. 

Ferdinaiid  has  again  made  a public  declaration 
that  he  swore  to  tlm  constitution  spoiitaneomsly 
and  in  a voluntary  manner.  The  reason  of  this 
was,  tiiat  a monk  had  sought  to  prove  that  the  oath 
mi  gilt  be  annulled! 

Quiroga,  the  gallant  deliverer  of  Spain,  was  so 
affiected  by  his  reception  at  Cadiz,  that  he  burst 
into  tears,  when  the  governor,  in  the  presence  of  a 
vast  multitude,  forced  upon  his  head  a crown  of 
laurel  and  roses;  but  the  people  were  half  frantic 
with  joy  and  rent  the  air  with  shouts. 

When  Mina  was  at  Paris,  Ferdinand’s  ambassa- 
dor hired  a woman  to  watch  his  motions  and  com- 
municate inteliigence;  but  an  attachment  was  soon 
formed  between  her  and  Mina,  and  instead  of  being- 
a sp3'-  she  became  his  firm  friend,  and  accompanied 
him  in  his  flight  to  Spaii\,  on  the  news  of  the  break- 
ing out  of  the  revolution. 

A new  Spanish  journal  publicly  proposes  to  in- 
sert all  the  passages  which  may  be  struck  out  of  tlie 
French  newspapers  at  Paris,  by  the  censors  of  the 
press!  What  a change  ! It  is  very  possible  tli at 
the  circulaHon  of  Spanish  gaze-ties  may  be  pro’ni-^ 
bited  in  Frauce'ffl 


The  king  and  his  wife  now  frequently  appear  on 
the  Padro,  with  contidence,  and  are  received  by  the 
people  with  a degree  of  respect  and  attention  that 
is  rarely  the  Jot  of  crowned  heads. 

The  militia  of  Spain  is  armed — a camp  has  been, 
formed  at  Villa  Franca,  which  will  remain  until  the 
new  government  is  fully  organized.  Three  bishops 
and  the  arch  bishop  of  St.  Jaques,  have  fled  to  Por- 
tugal. Efforts  to  destroy  the  constitution  appear 
to  be  making  in  some  places;  but  they  will  not  avail 
any  tliing,  unless  to  create  a disturbance  which 
may  cost  Ferdinand  his  tiirone. 

It  is  doubtful  whether  those  Spaniards  who  serv- 
ed in  the  “intrusive  government,”  as  that  of  Joseph 
Bonaparte  is  called,  are  entitled  to  return  to  Spain 
under  the  amnesty. 

Some  persons  have  been  arrestedfor  attempting 
to  corrupt  certain  soldiers  at  hladrid,  to  bring 
about  a counter  revolution. 

SOUTH  AMlllUpA. 

We  have  the  official  account  of  the  capture  of 
Rio  de  la  llache,  by  Brion’s  squadron;  no  opposition 
was  made. 

Don  Luis  Lopez  Mendez,  plenipotentiary  for  the 
governments  of  Venezuela  and  New  Granada,  now 
called  the  republic  of  Columbia,  has  resisted  an  idea 
thrown  out  in  one  of  the  London  papers,  that  the 
South  Americans  will  unite  themselves  to  Spain, 
under  her  constitutional  government;  and,  from  his 
statement,  it  does  not  at  all  appear  probable  that 
the  cortes  v/ili  be  more  successful  in  reclaiming 
the  former  possessions  of  Spain  than  Ferdinand  has 
been.  'I'he  following  are  among  the  reasons  assign- 
ed by  Mr.  .Mendez: 

1st.  {'he  cortes  declared  war  against  South  Ame- 
rica, and  carried  it  on  during  the  whole  time  they 
were  in  power,  during  wluchtime  they  sent  against 
us  about  thirteen  thousand  troops,  according  to 
the  detailed  report  laid  before  the  cortes  by  the 
minister  O’Donoju. 

2d,  'Fhe  cortes  obstinately  refused  even  to  lis- 
ten to  the  proposals  of  the  deputies  from  South 
America. 

3(1.  The  cortes  constantly  refused  the  freedom 
of  trade  to  South  America. 

4th,  They  tv/ice  refused  the  mediation  proposed 
by  the  English  government,  who  appointed  three 
English  commissioners  for  that  purpose,  one  of 
them  commodore,  now  admiral  Cockbufn. 

5th,  They  did  not  consent  to  prohibit  the  slave 
trade. 

6tli.  The  cortes  approved  and  supported  the  op- 
pressive and  cruel  measures  of  Abascal,  Peru,  and 
Penegu,  in  Mexico,  in  utter  violation  of  the  consti- 
tution. 

'Ah.  The  cortes  sanctioned  the  most  scandalous 
violation  of  the  capitulation  entered  into  by  gene- 
ral Miranda  and  tlie  governor  of  Mo-utaverv.a,  in  Ve- 
nezuela, and  the  cruelties  practised  by  this  Spanish 
chief  in  those  provinces.  The  above  general  Mi- 
randa and  many  other  patriots  were  sent  froin  Moa- 
taverva  to  Spain,  and  the  cortes,  without  granting 
them  any  trial,  put  the  one  in  the  dungeons  of  tlie 
Caracca,  in  Cadiz,  where  lie  died  in  1816;  four  of  the 
others  were  plunged,  by  order  of  tiie  cortes,  into 
the  dungeons  of  Ceuta,  vvhenee  they  escaped,  and 
passed  over  to  Gibraltar;  the  governor  of  which 
place  delivered  them  up  to  the  Spanish  govern- 
ment; and  lastly,  by  the  interference  of  the  Eng- 
lish government,  they  were  released.,  and  sent  by 
tlie  Spanish  government  to  Gibraltar,  and  froni 
there  they  happily  returned  to  their  own  country. 

Finally,  in  tiie  constitution  formed  by  the  cortes. 

In  order  to  diminish  the  r.'uraber  of  5g;utk  An?er!f,ai|..  • 
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representatives,  it  was  declared  tliat  no  native  of 
South  America,  whose  origin  could  in  the  most 
remote  degree  be  traced  to  \frica,  should  enjoy 
the  right  of  citizenship,  and  should  not  be  enume- 
rated among  the  nmnber  of  70,000personsfor  whom 
a representative  mightbe  returned  to  t!ie  cortes. 

Lima.  An  officer  of  the  U.  S.  frignite  Macedo- 
nian, describing  Lima  and  speaking  of  the  mint, 
that  tlie  machinery,  of  British  manufacture, 
cost  800,00')  dollars,  and  that  fifteen  dollars  are 
coined  thereby  in  a minute. 


CHRONICLE.  I 

'T'he  president  of  the  United  Sta  tes  left  Washing- 1 
Ion  city  on  Monday  last,  on  a visit  to  his  seat  in  Yir-  i 
ginia.  ; 

Mr.  Be  .Yenville,  the  French  minister,  has  left 
Washington,  to  embark  at  Annapolis,  for  France. 

Mr.  Fo'-sjjih,  it  is  reported,  arrived  at  Bordeaux  on 
tile  l9th  of  April,  from  Madrid,  on  his  way  home. 

A mesfnm^j-cr  from  the  new  government  of  Spain  j 
has  arrived  at  Washington  city,  with  despatches! 
for  general  Vives'.  j 

The  flag-staff  at  Detroit,  from  which  gen.  Ilulli 
caused  tlie  “star  spangled  banner”  to  descend  in 
August,  1812,  lately  fell  during  a storm.  No  flag 
had  floated  upon  it  since — it  was  sufleredto  remain 
“as  a monument  of  the  cowardly  surrender  of  De- 
troit.” 

The  TJ.  S.  schooner  J\'onsnch,  lieut.  com’dt  Tur- 
ner, anchored  in  Hampton  Roads  the  2td  ult.  about 
o’clock,  from  Rio  de  la  Plata,  last  from  Havana,  13 
days  from  the  latter.  ( 

Died,  on  the  1 )t!i  ult.  at  Philadelphia,  Samuel 
ir/ieeler,  Esq.  aged  nearly  78  years.  He  was  one 
of  those  who  com.mitted  the  first  (yao't  act  of  “high 
treason”  against  his  majesty  George  III.  south  of 
New-York^  He  was  busily  occujued  during  the 
revolution — sometimes  in  the  field,  and  he  made 
eannon  of  bars  of  iron,  far  exceeding  brass  ord- 
jK'.ice  of  similar  calibre,  in  lightness,  and  distance, 
and  accuracy  of  cfl'ect.  'Phe  first  that  he  made  was 
in  Piiiladelphia;  it  was  the  admiration  and  pride  of 
ti'.e  American,  army;  was  captured  at  the  battle  of 
Brandywine,  carried  to  England  and  deposited  in 
the  tower  of  London 

near  Germantown,  N.  ,T.  Frederick  Peckle, 

aged  106  years.  When  lie  was  94,  he  cut  with  a 
cradle  500  sheaves  of  rye  in  a day  At  97  he  went 
into  the  woods  and  split  100  chesnut  rails  in  less 
'han  a day  He  was  regular  and  temperate  in  his 
habits,  and  enjoyed  good  health  until  within  about 
a year  before  his  death.  The  wife  of  his  youth, 
about  9U  years  of  age,  is  still  living,  and  they 
had  lived  in  the  marriage  state  70  years. 

I'he  Irvesistible.  Ten  persons  of  the  late  crew! 
of  tills  vessel  were  sentenced  to  death  at  Richmond,  { 
on  Monday  last,  by  the  circuit  court  of  tlie  United  1 
Stales — tlie  chief  justice  president.  I'he  time  fixed 
;br  their  execution  is  the  9th  instant. 

.Vew-Orlemvi.  General  Bisscl  has  ordered  de- 
♦^achments  of  tiie  regular  army  from  .St.  John’s  and  ! 
Ba'on  Kouve  to  New-Orleans,  to  resist  an  attempt 
diat  lias  been  threatened  to  rescue  the  pirates  now 
con'ined  tlicre  Tinder  sentence  of  deatli.  I 

Suit The  ' whole  western  country  seems  ! 
be  ////T/fri'-flowed  with  salt  water.  Some  late 
borings  throiigii  the  rock,  at  depths  of  from  259 
to  317  feet,  at  (hinnonsburg.  Pa.  have  been  com- 
pletely successful  I 


The  names  of  our  vessels.  Most  of  our  reader* 
doubtless  recollect  a resolution  of  congress,  passed 
at  the  session  before  the  last,  establishing  a system 
according  to  which  the  armed  vessels  of  the  United 
should  be  named;  their  apjiellations  having  oeen 
previously  thereto  selected  at  the  pleasure  of  tlie 
navy  departmentor  of  the  officers  subordinate  to  it. 
The  resolution  itself  being  of  no  great  length,  we 
copy  it,  to  refresh  the  reader’s  memory: 

**Resolved,  by  the  senate  and  hovese  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  States  of  America,  in  congress  as- 
sembled, That  all  the  ships  of  the  navy  of  The  Unit- 
ed 'Hates,  now  building-  or  hereafter  to  be  built,, 
shall  be  named  by  the  secretary  of  the  navy,  under 
the  direction  of  the  president  of  the  United  States, 
according  to  the  following  rule,  to  wit:  tiiose  of 
the  first  class  shall  be  called  after  the  states  of  the 
union:  those  of  the  second  class,  after  the  rivers; 
and  those  of  the  tliird  class,  after  the  principal  ci- 
ties and  towns;  tailing  care  that  no  two  vessels  in 
the  navy  bear  the  same  name.” 

We  ui\der.staud  that,  m execution  of  the  plan 
contained  in  the  -preceding  resolution  for  naming 
our  public  vessels,  tlie  states,  entitled  to  the  names 
of  sl)i[js  of  the  first  class,  are  to  be  ascertained  by 
lot,  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  navy  com- 
missioners, This  is  supposed  to  be  the  least  ex- 
ceptionable mode  that  could  be  adopted,  with 
equal  justice  to  the  several  states.  Although  the 
mere  name  of  a sliip  may’-  be  of  little  importance, 
yet  the  system  contemplated  by  the  resolution  may'- 
be  productive  of  very  beneficial  eflects;  and  the 
rule  which  is  now  established  for  determining  the 
names  of  the  ships  constitutes  an  efficient  safe- 
gu-ard  against  every  thing  that  might  bear  the  ap- 
pearance of  favoritism,  were  recourse  had  to  an 
arbitrary  selection.  JYat.  Int. 

Agreeably  to  the  mode  adopted  by^the  navy  de^ 
partment  of  determining  the  names  of  our  vessels 
of  war,  under  the  resolution  of  eongres.s,  the  navy 
commissioners  proceeded  on  the  25th  ult.  we  un- 
derstand, to  assign  by  lot  the  name  of  the  ship  of 
tlie  line  just  built  at  New-York.  The  name  wliich 
she  drew,  which,  of  course,  from  her  rate,  must  be 
the  name  of  a state,  was  OHIO.  ib. 

The  U.  S.  ship  of  the  line  Ohio,  was  launched  at 
New-York,  on  Tuesday  last,  in  the  presence,  it  is 
supposed,  of  nearly  one  hundred  thousand  persons, 
amidst  discharges  of  artillery  from  the  Washington 
74  and  sloop  Hornet,  which  were  answered  by  a 
battalion  of  artillery.  She  glided  into  the  water 
in  a majestic  stile,  and  no  accident  occurred.  She 
is  a vessel  of  the  first  clas.s — built  of  the  beH  ma- 
terials, and  with  great  care,  by  Mr.  Eckford. 

IjUw  case.  A question  lias  arisen  in  what  is  call- 
ed the  “constitutional  court  of  South  Carolina,” 
which,  it  is  believed,  has  never  yet  been  made  be- 
fore any  judicial  triljunal  of  the  United  States.  Ai% 
execution  had  becfi  levied,  and  the  amount  collect- 
ed by  the  slierift',  and  tendered  to  the  plaintiff,  in 
copper  cents,  the  coinage  of  the  mint  of  the  United 
States.  I'he  judge  on  tlie  circuit  decided  this  to 
be  a legal  tender.  A motion  was  made  to  reverse 
the  decision  on  the  circuit,  on  the  grounds  : 

1st.  That  congress  have  no  power  to  make  cop- 
per coui  a legal  tendcT. 

2d.  Admitting  that  congress  have  the  power,  the 
several  acts  establishing-  the  mint  show,  that  cop- 
per coin  was  not  intended  to  be  a legal  tender. 

rhe  opinion  of  tlie  court  was  deferred  until  the 
next  term. 


riux  ri:i)  by  wibliah  oodlx  xu.ks,  a'c  tuk  kbanulix  piuss,  watek-stuxkt. 
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A srpi’LKMENT  shall  issue  next  week,  to  assist  in 
disposing  of  riumeii’od^  important  krticles  waiting- 
insertion. 

The  Tariff  Bill.-— We  had  hardly  expressed  the 
wish  to  See  in  wiiat  manner  the  opponents  of  this 
bill  would  “answer”  the  speech  of  Mr.  Baldwin, 
published  in  our  last,  when  we  received  the  Charles- 
ton “Patriot,”  containing  tliat  delivered  by  Mr. 
iXjOwhdes;  and  beliering  that  our  readers  hate  some 
portion  of  the  same  curiosity  which  prevailed  in 
Our  own  mind,  we  hasten  to  give  it,  and  thus  con- 
clude all  thkt  it  is  our  intention  to  publisli  on  this 
sulrject  just  no\\\ 


8 peck  of  Wai*i 

, Letters  have  been  received  which  state  that  the 
ivinnebago  indians  have  declared,  in  council,  that 
they  will  burn  the  U.  States*  property  at  Fort  Ed- 
wards. The  presence  of  tlie  Sacks;  and  Foxes  has 
restrained  them  hitherto;  but  these  having  been 
Summoned  by  their  chiefs  to  Rock  river,  the  work 
may  have  been  done  by  this  time.  Tiie  Foxes  have 
sided  witii  the  Americans  in  the  affair  of  the  mur- 
der of  two  soldiers  at  Fort  Armstrong.  Great  com- 
motion prevails  in  that  quarter.  The  usual  pre- 
parations for  corn-planting  are  suspended.  Run- 
ners are  constantly  passing  between  the  villag-es. 
Large  parties  of  tiie  Sacks  and  Foxes  have  gone 
out  against  the  Winnebagoes,  Sioux  and  Osages; 
and  the  U.  S.  agent  was  preparing,  on  the  1st  ult. 
to  remove  the  public  property  from  fort  Edwards 
to  St.  Louis. 

Oyp'/'Ae  celebrated  Robert  Dixon  is  among  the  Win- 
hebagoes  and  Jlfenojvinies.J^  It  is  to  be  hoped  this 
will  not  be  forgotten.  'Fhe  writer  of  the  letter 
from  fort  Edwards  is  at  a loss  to  account  for  the 
danse  of  this  excitement.  He  may  find  it,  perhaps, 
in  tiie  location  of  Dixon. 

Enough,  it  should  seem,  has  been  said  and  writ- 
ten, on  the  policy  which  ought  to  obtain  in  our  In- 
dian relations;  but  all  this  lias  availed  us  little,  and 
will  continue  to  be  useless  without  some  actiiig. 
Our  indians,  in  those  regions,  must  continue  to  be 
the  victims  of  such  excitements,  and  our  govern- 
ment the  dupe  of  the  avaricious  and  interested, 
until  Dixon,  and  all  like  him,  are  compelled  to  come 
but  from  amongst  this  people.  Nothing  is  easier 
than  to  remedy  all  these  distresses,  and  keep  the 
peace  of  tfve  forests;  and  yet  things  are  permitted 
to  linger  from  year  to  year,  till  it  will  be  found  that 
tlie  season  has  gone  by,  and  the  agitations  will  have 
become  too  great  to  quieL  except  at  the  cost  of 
such  exertions  aS  will  involve  much  blood  and  trea- 
sure. 

The  bill  that  passed  the  senate  of  ths  United 
States,  and  which  vvas  sent  to  the  other  house  for 
its  concurrence,  but  which  was  never  heard  of  af- 
terwards, would  have  purged  those  regions  from 
the  mass  of  corruption  which  is  permitted  to  dwell 

there.  But,  enough notlnng,  it  seems,  will 

serve  except  it  be  blood  and  a wasteful  expendi- 
ture, to  rouse  into'action  a proper  thinking  on  this 
subject; — this  important  subject. 

It  is  gratifying  to  know  that  those  india-tis  who 
border  on  oursettlementSj  and  amongst  whom  have  I 
Von.  XVI  \t T9. 


been  sent  the  means  of  reformation,  are  progress- 
ing  rapidly  in  their  march  towards  civilization. 
Many  hundreds  of  them  are  already  saved  from  thei 
evils  to  which  their  less  favored  brothers  are  ye^ 
lialde* 

The  Winnebagoes  live  on  the  Ouisconsihj  and 
are  numbered  at  500  men,  350  women  and  700* 
children,  and  inhabit  ten  towns  or  villages.  The 
Menominies  count  100  men,  75  women,  and  180* 
children,  and  inhabit  tiie  country  bordering  the 
Illinois,  towards  lake^  Michigan.  They  live  in  eight 
villages. 

The  following,  a copy  from  a letter  dated  the  15th 
February  last,  addressed  to  a friend,  rnaX  serve  t# 
shed  some  light  on  this  Indian  excitement : 

“Since  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  lOtll 
September,  nothing  lias  been  done  by  the  indiau 
agent  to  restrain  the  British  traders  residing  in  this 
village,  or  from  having  intercourse  with  the  indians 
in  the  way  of  trade.  In  fact,  from  the  prejudice, 
they  have  excited  against  American  traders^!  thd 
Indian  trade  is  nearly  confined  to  thfe  British  trader.s; 
who,  from  selling  whi.skey  privately,  and  from  the? 
ties  of  relationship,  &c.  with  the  indians,  will  con* 
tinue  to  enjoy  it  so  long  as  the  orders  relative  to> 
the  subject  are  unattended  to.  The  indian  trade 
virtually  surrendered  to  those  persons.  The  indian;? 
are  altogether  led  away  by  the  British  traders;  and^ 
while  the  American  traders  and  officers  are  insultei! 
at  a distance  from  the  fort,  the  F»ritish  traders  are 
cherished  and  caressed.  The  proof  of  which  I will 
give  you  : 

1st.  Some  time  last  summer,  a boat  loaded  with 
goods,  and  owned  by  an  American  trader,  Mr.  Af- 
mitenger,  was  fired  upon  by  some  ind'ians,  near 
Winnebago  lake. 

2d.  Captain  Whistler,  of  the  army,  wrote  from 
Winnebago  lake,  that  the  indians  had  fired  on  his 
boat  while  6n  his  way  to  St.  Louis,  in  August  last,- 

3d.  Doctor  Madison,  of  the  army,  informed  hist 
correspondent  here,  that  some  Indians  plundered 
him  at  Winnebago  lake  last  ^all. 

41di.  Letvis  Grignin,  James  Porlier  and  Son,  knd 
Augustus  Grignin,  (Britisii  subjects,)  proceeded  td 
the  Ouisconsiit  last  fally  with  their  boats  loaded  witlif 
goods,  without  experiencing  any  insult  or  obstmc- 
tiom  On  the  contrary,  the  indians  in  that  directioil 
accompanied  them,  for  the  purpose  of  hunting  for 
them,  during  the  fall,  winter  and  spring. 

I am  confident  that  nothing  but  an  tinqifalifiecf 
expulsion  of  these  traders  from  this  place  will  pro* 
duce  a favorable  change  in  the  minds  of  the  indians< 
This  village  contains  from  45  to  48  families,  who  all 
profeks  to  be  subjects  of  Britain*;  and  from  ten  fd 
twelve  British  traders  fule  them.** 

RB  MARKS. 

It  is  probable  that,  at  this  date,  the  ill-advis'eci, 
Winnebagoes  are  at  open  war  with  the  United 
States— that  they  have  already  murdered  and  scalp*- 
ed  some  of  our  harmless  frontier  settlers,  men,  Woj' 
men  and  children.  They  have  listened  to  tlleif  ene* 
mies  and  are  led  to  their  own  destruction,  by  the 
measures  which  tliey  have  resolved  to  pursue^ — ^ 
The  establishment  at  Port  Edwards  was  flourishing* 
— it  promised  great  utility  in  dir-ecting  the  Indlatti? 
to  peaceful  pursuit*,  in  diff'yismg  among  flmtu  tiigj 
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benefits  of  agrienUure,  rendering-  them  no  long-cr 
dependent  oii  the  cliase  for  an  nncertain  subsis- 
tence, and  therefore,  it  has  been  determined  to  de- 
stroy it!  We  are  irresistibly  broug’bt  to  the  conclu- 
filon,  that  their  hostility  is  instigated  by  the  British 
traders,  for  the  manifest  reason  that  Xhc  interest  a\' 
tliose  men  are  interfered  with  by  every  thing  that 
is  done  to  draw  the  Indians  to  a settled  liabitation 
a?7d  liome,  to  spread  among  them  a love  of  ])eace, 
and  advance  them  in  civilization;  I'he  savage-hun- 
ter state  is  the  only  one  that  comports  with  the 
views  of  these  traders~to  sell  whiskey  dear  with 
one  hand,  and  ]>urchase  skins  cliG,;p  with  the  other, 
is  the  extent  of  their  wishes;  and  they  will  not  leave 
any  thing  unattempted  to  secure  to  themselves  a 
monopol}’  of  tliis  trade,  even  at  the  hazard  of  lead- 
ing the  Indians  into  a war  which  must  needs  result 
in  the  loss  of  many  of  their  lives  and  the  destruction 
of  their  villages  and  corn-fields,  by  which  also  many 
of  them  must  perish — We  know  how  the  influence 
thus  obtained  was  used  by  the  traders  to  send  the 
tore!)  and  tomahawk  all  along  our  north-western 
frontier,  in  the  late  war  with  Great  Britain;  and,  in 
wl'.at  is  called  the  French  war,  we  as  British  sub- 
, jects,  encountered  the  same  ravages  from  the  then 
existing-  influence  of  the  French  traders.  It  lias 
been  thus  from  the  beginning,  and  it  will  ever  re- 
main so — the  Indians  within  our  own  limits  will  ge- 
nerally be  uncertain  friends  or  open  enemies,  until 
the  government  of  the  United  States  shall  take  the 
trade  into  its  own  hands,  and  directly  controul  the 
intercourse  with  our  aborigines.  Unprincipled  fo- 
reigners, ever  ready  to  purchase  the  scalps  of  in- 
fants or  deal  in  human  blood  by  the  gallon,  if  they 
can  make  a pecuniary  profit  on  these  things,  must 
be  excluded  from  our  territory;  no  longer  permitted 
to  i-aise  the  war-whoOp  in  our  forests,  to  defeat  the 
best  devised  schemes  of  humanity,  and  render  nu- 
gatory the  efforts  continually  making  to  inculcate 
peace  among  the  Indians,  and  extend  to  them  the 
blessings  of  civilization.  It  is  astonishing  that  this 
interesting  concern,  which  so  deeply  involves  the 
welfare  of  so  many  of  our  own  people  as  well  as 
that  of  the  Indians,  which  contains  in  itself  the  seeds 
of  unnecessary  war  and  waste  of  life  and  treasure, 
should  have  been  so  long  neglected  by  the  con- 
gress of  the  United  States.  The  senate,  it  is  true, 
at  the  last  session,  passed  a bill  that  provided  for 
the  case,  and  then  we  heard  no  more  of  it — it  sleeps 
in  one  of  the  committee  rooms  of  the  house;  though 
if  it  had  been  brought  betorethat  body,  we  cannot 
hesitate  to  believe  that  it  would  have  passed  al- 
most without  opposition — and,  possibly,  in  time  to 
have  acted  against  the  outrages  now  perhaps  suf- 
fering in  the  North  West — to  check  which,  we  may 
be  compelled  to  march  an  army  into  the  Indian 
country,  at  an  enormous,  expense. 

Notb.  In  overlooking  some  old  papers  just  af- 
ter ! had  finished  the  preceding  remarks,  I happen- 
ed to  lay  hold  of  a talk  delivered  to  gov.  Posey,  by 
1 occannippi,  chief  of  the  Pottawatamies — the  fol- 
lowing extracts  are  interesting: 

Brother — “Two  Shawanees  came  among  us,  Te- 
cumseh  and  the  Prophet,  saying  they  had  a message 
to  us  from  the  Great  Spirit.”  “The  Shawanees 
have  always  held  the  finV/.s/t  tomahawk.” 

Brother — “We  intreat  you  to  speak  boldly  to  the 
British,  tell  them  they  were  the  cause  of  the  war, 
and  all  its  horrors,  that  they  should  stop  it,  that  they 
must,  take  the  tomahawk  from  our  hands. 

Brother  - detest  war,  we  love  peace  and 

ask  pity  on  our  women  and  children;  ?iot  so  the 
Biitishf  they  -will  not  let  us  live  in  ^>eace,’* 


Missouri  Convention. 

The  election  for  members  of  the  Missouri  state 
convention  was  closed  on  the  3d  ult.  In  St.  Louis 
county,  the  high-.-st  vote  for  the  ticket  favorable  to 
the  interminable  admission  of  slaves,  \vas  891 — the 
highest  on  that  opposed  to  the  further  introduction 
of  such  persons,  only  400;  and  the  “Enquirer,”  of 
the  loth,  speaking  of  the  election  generally,  ex- 
ultiiigly  remarks,  “We  undertake  to  say  that  there 
is  not  a single  confessed  restrictionist  elected 
throughout  the  whole  territory,  wov  2i  disguised  ono. 
that  will  confess  himself  in  the  convention.”  But,  a 
writer  in  the  very  same  paper  says— -“it  is  well 
known  that  several  restrictionists  will  be  in  the  con- 
vention;” so  that  we,  at  this  distance,  do  not  kno-w 
what  to  consider  as  the  relative  force  of  the  par- 
lies  to  the  question  on  which  the  especial  interests 
of  Missouri  and  the  harmojiy  of  the  union,  yet  so 
much  depends. 

The  writer  last  alluded  to,  seems  to  be  exces- 
sively afraid  that  the  restrictionists,  by  some  sort 
of  wonderful  intrigue,  (similar  to  that  which  was 
worked  by  the  “rnnmife  hand”  so  clearly  seen  by 
certain  wise  men  in  the  United  States  a feiv  years 
ago,)  may  introduce  certain  provisions  in  the  con- 
stitution, by  which,  at  some  future  period,  the  peo- 
ple may  have  an  opportunity  of  refconsidering  the 
subject  of  human  slavery.  He  is  decidedly  opposed 
to  this,  if  we  understand  him; — much,  he  says,  will 
depend  on  “emigration;”  and  if,  after  the  next  four 
years,  “Clinton,  King,  or  Adams,”  is  president,  a 
check  may  be  given  to  the  sale  of  the  public  lands, 
and  Missouri  “remain  forever  the  haunt  of  wild 
beasts  rather  than  be  filled  up  with  a people  un- 
friendly to  the  views  of  their  political  party:”  so 
he  appears  inclined  to  manage  the  matter  in  a way’ 
that  shall,  if  possible,  render  slavery  eternal  in  the 
new  state,  by  refusing  to  posterity  a right  to  act 
upon  it ! The  following  are  his  own  words  : “Citi- 
zens! speak  lo  your  representatives.  Let  them 
know  that  it  is  not  your  intention  to  have  your  pro- 
perty, and  the  pouitical  character  of  your  state, 
made  the  sport  of  future  contingencies.  That  your 
determination  is  to  have  matters  settled  now,  while  the 
power  is  in  your  hands.  That  it  is  no  time  for  mak- 
ing calculations,  splitting  hairs,  and  balancing 
grains  of  sand,  in  order  lo  ascertain  on  what  day 
of  what  month,  in  what  year  of  what  centui*y,  it 
will  be  perfectly  safe  to  leave  your  property 'with- 
out constitutional  protection!  That  in  all  such  calcu- 
lations there  is  room  for  mistakes;  and  that  you 
have  no  more  desire  to  see  our  country  ruined  by 
the  HOXEST  MISTAKES  of  fpicnds,  than  by  the  foul 
INTRIGUES  of  enemies.” 

Such  is  also  the  spirit  of  another  writer,  in  the 
same  paper,  of  the  6th : he  exhorts  the  majority 
not  to  have  the  question  tried  over  again  in  the 
legislature~\X\ey  may  **chance^^  to  lose  it  at  a future 
period.  He  says — “In  such  a question,  your  servants 
in  the  legislature  may  not  know  their  master’s  will, 
or  knowing  it,  may  disobey  it.  Besides,  the  foreign 
enemy,  whose  formidable  array  has  covered  the 
area  of  eleven  states;  whose  advance  guard  of 
preachers,  voters,  candidates,  resolution-makers, 
writers  in  the  Gazette,  &c.  8cc.  &c.  has  just  arrived 
among  you,  will  be  prepared  for  action  at  that 
time,  and  will  shew  you  different  work  from  what 
you  have  lately  witnessed.  Even  if  defeated,  they 
can  practise  upon  the  principles  of  Messrs.  King 
and  Clinton;  proclaim  freedom  to  your  shaves,  and 
excite  them  to  cut  your  throats  and  burn  your 
houses!!!”  Rut  yet  he  concludes  by  expressing  a. 
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willing-nessto  leave  the  matter  to  another  conven- 
tion. 

Remarks  and  discussions  like  these  are,  in  our 
opinion,  only  calculated  to  do  evil.  Slavery  is  said 
to  be  “favorable  to  the  political  character  of  the 
union.”  What  a dreary  picture— what  a horrible 
conclusion  I Why  thus  rouse  the  angry  passions 
that  were  partially  quieted  by  the  compromise—^ 
which  established  the  principle  that  congress  haS  a 
constitutional  rigid,  to  legislate  upon  the  subject  ? 
Why  lay  the  seeds  of  a new  contest,  when  the  con- 
stitution of  the  proposed  state  shall  be  laid  before 
the  representatives  of  the  nation.'*  If  it  is  the  delibe- 
rate belief  of  the  people  of  Missouri  that  it  is  right 
in  them  to  permit  tlie  introduction  of  slaves— "-that, 
as  some  of  them  assert,  such  introduction  will  be 
advantageous  to  the  state  and  to  the  slaves  them- 
selves—let  them  do  so;  but  let  them  not  so  model 
their  constitution  as  to  cause  it  to  be  objected  to 
on  other  accounts — let  it,  in  all  else,  be  republican. 
The  question  of  sia/ery,  under  present  excite- 
ments,\s  sujicient  for  this  time  : and  we  are  mourn- 
fuliy  impressed  with  a consideration  of  the  fact, 
that  Missouri  is  about  voluntarily  to  impose  an  evil 
on  herself  which  the  people  of  every  other  state 
deprecate — freely  to  introduce  a population  which 
so  many,  even  of  the  slave-holding  states,  prohibit 
an  increase  of,  by  importation  or  migration,  unless 
under  peculiar  circumstances. 


Mr.  Lowndes’  speech  on  tlic  Tariif. 

(From  the  Southern  Patrifit.) 

IIELlVEnED  IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES  OF  THE 
UNITED  STATES,  APRIL  24,  1820. 

Mr.  Lowndes  said,  that,  after  the  view  which  had 
been  taken  of  the  question  before  the  house  by  his 
friends  who  had  already  spoken,  he  should  not  at- 
tempt a systematic  exposition  of  the  grounds  of 
ids  vote;  because,  in  doing  so,  he  would  be  obliged 
to  employ  arguments  which  they  had  stated  more 
clearly  and  strongly  than  he  could  do.  On  this  ac- 
count, nis  observations  must  be  very  desultory. 

The  question  was  not  whether  manufactures 
were  Useful.  A good  deal  of  trouble  had  been 
taken  to  prove  what  nobody  denied.  Nor  was  it 
even  the  question,  whether  it  was  the  policy  of  the 
government  to  encourage  them  by  duties  upon  fo- 
reign importations.  His  friends  had  shewn,  by  ai’- 
guments  which  bad  not  been  answered,  that  that 
employment  of  industry  which  afforded  the  most 
profit  to  the  individual  would  ordinarily  conduce 
mo.st  t6  the  wealth  of  the  state,  and  that  the  duties 
or  prohibitions  which  should  direct  any  portion  of 
the  labor  of  the  country  to  a business  which  it  could 
not  otherwise  engage  in,  would  usually  be  found 
to  substitute  a less  profitable  employment  for  one 
which  was  more  so.  [f  they  were  right,  the  pre- 
sent bill,  which  proposed  a large  additional  encou- 
ragement to  particular  branches  of  industry,  mu.st 
be  entirely  indefensible;  but  if  there  were  a doubt 
as  to  the  correctness  of  opinions,  (which  they  held 
in  common  with  every  political  economist,  to  whose 
work  time  had  given  its  sanction,)  this  doubt  was' 
enough  to  dissuade  the  house  from  further  inter- 
ference on  a subject  on  which  they  had,  perhaps, 
already  gone  too  far.  While  his  principal  object 
would  be  to  shev/  that  the  encouragement  already 
afforded,  was  as  great  as  could  reasonably  be  grant- 
ed, he  wished,  before  be  engaged  in  an  enquiry 
ihto  the  degree  of  encouragement,  to  advert  to 
Home  general  principles  which  he  supposed  to  be 
involved  in  this  discussion. 

The  gentleman  from  Delav/are,  (Mr.  'ilcLane,)-- 


whose  argument  he  had  heard  with  as  much  attem 
tion  and  pleasure  as  any  of  those  who  most  fully 
concurred  in  his  opinions,  had  proposed  no  partial 
or  sectional  objects.  He  wished  to  encourage  the 
industry  of  the  nation,  to  raise  the  value  of  labor 
and  capital  employed  in  evety  pursuit.  This  was 
very  patriotic  but  very  impracticable.  We  are  not 
magicians  or  alchemists.  We  can  do  no  mote  than 
to  produce  a change  in  the  distribution  of  labor 
among  the  different  employments  of  life,  and  if  we 
increase  the  profits  of  any  branch  of  industry  by  our 
legislation,  it  must  be  by  taking  from  one  class  what 
we  give  to  the  olher.  Perhaps  the  general  good 
might  be  promoted  by  such  an  act,  (he  was  not  now 
entering  into  this  question.)  Perhaps  the  class 
at  whose  expense  the  interests  of  another  class 
were  to  be  promoted,  might  ultimately  be  indemni- 
fied for  a temporar)^  sacrifice;  but  the  expectation 
must  be  utterly  illusory  that  a bounty  could  be 
given  to  any  brancli  of  industry,  without  at  least  a 
temporary  sacrifice  by  some  otiier. 

It  was  plain  that  the  defence  of  the  bill  before 
the  house  implied,  that  the  industry  employed  in 
manufactures  at  home,  sliould  be  more  encouraged 
by  the  govemment  than  that  which  was  engaged 
in  procuring  for  us  the  produce  of  foreign  coun- 
tries, in  exchange  for  the  labor  or  produce  of  our 
own.  The  first  was  called  the  home  industry,  and 
the  phrase  had  no  small  influence  in  the  discussion. 
In  purchasing  commodities  imported  from  abroad 
we  were  supposed  to  encourage  principally  the  in- 
dustry of  a foreign  state.  Piau.si ble  as  this  view 
might  appear,  he  thought  that  even  a slight  exami-* 
nation  of  the  subject,  would  shew  that  ntanufactures 
and  commerce  might  be  equally  productive,  and 
might  equally  encourage  “home  industry.” 

Between  the  results  of  commercial  and  manufac- 
turing industry  the  difference  is  not  as  great  as  has 
been  represented.  In  manufactures  a material  of 
inferior  value  receives  a change  in  its  form  whicii 
adds  greatly  to  its  utility.  The  fabrication  which 
is  completed  in  our  country  affords  a profit  which 
is  equal  to  the  difference  in  value  between  the  raw 
material  and  the  manufactured  article,  after  deduct- 
ing the  expense  of  manufacture,  in  commerce,  a 
material  of  inferior  value  is  carried  abroad  and  con- 
verted into  an  article  (or  exchanged  for  one)  which 
to  us  is  much  more  valuable.  The  conversion  af- 
fords us,  as  in  the  first  c;ise,  a profit  which  is  equal 
to  the  diflerence  in  value  between  the  original  ar- 
ticle and  the  exchanged  product,  after  deducting 
the  exchang-c.  If  a thousand  peojile,  in  a corner 
of  oiir  country,  make  among  them  all  the  provi- 
sions which  they  consume,  and,  in  addition  to  these, 
furnish,  by  their  industry,  one  hundred  thousand 
dollars  worth  of  broad  cloth,  it  does  not  appear 
that  they  add  more  to  the  wealth  of  the  state  than 
the  same  numbdr  of  people  would  do,  distributed 
among  the  employments  of  merchants,  sailors,  and 
farmers;  who,  after  supporting  themselves,  should 
exchange  the  surplus  productions  of  a part  of  them, 
(enhanced  in  value  by  the  industry  of  the  other 
part  which  transports  and  exchanges  them,)  for  the 
same  amount  of  one  hundred  thousand  dollars  in 
broad  cloth — the  same  value  of  the  same  article. 
If  by  high  duties  or  by  positive  laws,  we  could  force 
these  merchants  and  seamen  to  stay  at  home,  and 
their  capital  and  industry  should  produce  as  before 
the  ^100,000  worth  of  broad  cloth,  the  article,  al- 
though fabincated  in  the  country,  Would  not  more 
betlie  result  of  American  industry, ’(for  the  purpose 
of  this  argument,)  than  if  it  had  been  obtained  by 
the  other  process  of  maritime  adventure.  It  i^ 
.quite  natural  to  consider  a foreign  iuHtiufacture  as 


2C0 


NILES’  RRGIStETt-~JUNE  10,  1820--MR.  LOWNDES'  SPEECH. 


entirely  the  product,  and  its  purcliase  as  the  encou-  j 
rag’ement  ot*  foreiirn  industry.  Hut  how  did  we 
get  it  ? Whatever  may  be  the  amount  of  foreign 
fal)rics  which  are  spread  over  our  country,  if  it  be 
the  industry  of  Europe  whicli  produces,  it  is  the 
industry  of  America  which  acquires  them. 

The  industry  employed  in  commerce,  then,  is 
American  indusiry;  and  the  acquisition  even  of  fo- 
reign fabrics  is  the  result  of  American  industry  and 
its  encouragement.  He  should  have  an  opportuni- 
ty  of  illustrating  this  view  when  he  came  to  treat 
of  a branch  of  trade  which  the  bill  before  the  house 
prescribed — he  meant  the  East  India  trade.  He 
would,  for  the  present,  observe  only  that  the  impor- 
tation of  foreign  fabrics,  acquired  by  American  in- 
duslry,  if  they  were  furnished  at  a lower  price  than 
our  iTiamifacturers  could  afford  to  sell  at,  produced 
the  same  loss  and  the  same  benefit  as  the  introduc- 
lion  of  any  nevv  r.uchinery,  or  of  any  simpler  pro- 
cess wliich  shoukl  lessen  the  expeiise  of  fabrica- 
tion. In  employing  the  saw-mil  I or  the  spinning 
jenny,  we  acted  upon  the  same  principle  of  getting 
W'iiat  we  wanted  as  clieap  as  we  could,  and  we 
produced  the  same  distress  in  throwing  out  of  em- 
pLo}  nient  tl\e  persons  whose  ruder  industry  could 
not  stand  this  new  competition.  There  was  one 
admission,  however,  which  he  frankly  made — the 
effect  upon  home  industry  was  the  same  of  improv- 
ed machinery  on  foreign  trade-— but  the  trade  wliich 
benefitted  ourselves,  benehtted  also  the  country 
whose  wants  we  supplied  or  whose  products  we 
consumed.  I.et  tliis  objection  have  whatever 
weight  it  was  entitled  to.  Its  principle  was  not  so 
iTiUcli  anti-commercial  as  anti-social. 

In  encouraging,  tlien,  the  manufactures  of  the 
country  by  duties  upon  importation,  his  friend, 
fi'om  I>elaware,  would  do  the  very  thing  which  he 
meant  to-  avf)id — he  would  .promote  one  branch  of 
American  industry  at  the  expense  of  anotiier.  But, 
whetlier  this  conduct  of  individual  industry  was 
right,  he  meant  to  leai^i  to  the  arguments  of  his 
fi  lends  from  Virginia.  It  had  been  said  that  the 
plan  of  encouraging  particular  branches  of  indus- 
try had  been  applied  to  commerce  as  well  as  manu- 
factures. This  was  no  decisive  recommendation  of 
it.  If  the  nation  had  been  taxed  to  encourage 
commerce,  it  was  a poor  indemnity  (it  was  not  ex- 
actly a compensation  of  errors)  that  it  should  be 
taxed  for  the  sujiport  of  manufactures.  There  was, 
too,  some  little  difference  between  the  two  cases. 
Taxes  for  the  support  of  government  were  laid 
upon  commerce  — these  were  paid  by  the  consumers 
of  foreign  merchandize,  and  whatever  the  expenses 
on  account  of  commerce  may  have  been,  they  were 
expenses  which  commerce  herself  was  made  to  pay. 
'Fhe  merchant,  or  the  purchaser  of  foreign  articles, 
received,  if  you  please,  some  relief  from  the  credit 
wlficli  was  allowed  upon  the  payment  of  duties, 
but  be  certainly  received  nothing  from  contribu- 
tions which  were  paid  by  any  other  class  in  the 
conmvini  r. 

Exclusive  advantages,  indeed,  had  been  given  to 
tlm  navig.cfing  interest.  The  principal  instance  of 
it  was  the  monopoly  of  the  coasting  trade.  This 
was  connected  \v,ih  considerations  of  defence,  not 
of  profit;  to  support,  not  our  merchants,  but  our 
nav\ . But  wliat  was  tlie  extent  of  the  bounty  ? In 
the  direct  tra  fe  with  the  first  navigating  country  in 
the  wo’-ld,  ([‘rngland,)  nnr  shijjs  obtained,  without 
any  discri  >iination  in  the  duties,  the  larger  part  of 
the  navigation.  Co  ild  the  ships  of  Ibreign  nations, 
unable  successfu'Iy  to  compete  witli  ourfs  in  foreign 
trade,  luive  carried  on  the  coasting  trade  on  lower 
terms  than  our  own  ? No  otner  interest  has  con- 


tributed a bounty  to  commerce,  and  the  dlscrimlna 
tion  in  favor  of  American  navigation,  in  the  only 
instances  in  which  it  could  be  expected  to  operate, 
(if  it  ever  operated  at  all,)  was  a discrimination  of 
tew  per  cent. 

Tlie  encouragement  of  manufactures  in  the  mode 
proposed,  whetiier  the  thing  were  right  or  wrong, 
must  produce  two  effects — the  one  that  of  with- 
drawing labor  aiul  capital  from  commerce  orjagri' 
culture,  and  thus  enlarging  the  whole  amount  em- 
ployed in  manufactures — the  other,  that  of  effecting’ 
the  distiibulion  of  labor  and  capital  among  the  dif- 
ferent b^^anclies  of  manufactures  themselves  He 
would' say  nothing’  of  tlie  first  effect;  hut  due  se- 
cond must  b'e  allowed  to  be  one  of  unmixed  injury. 
Admit  that  it  is  our  interest  to  manufacture  article-^ 
which  we  could  procure  at  cheaper  rates  from' 
abroad,  it  must  be  still  more  our  interest  to  manu- 
facture such  as  prove  themselves  adapted  to  our 
circumstance  by  b'emg  ahki  to  bear  foreign  com- 
petition. Our  capital  and  labor  are  limited,  and  in 
directing  the  largest  amount  of  these  into  branches 
which  require  m.ost  encouragement,  we  really  di- 
vert them  from  those  into  which  they  would  fiow 
with  most  advantage.  Thus,  every  branch  of  indus- 
try which  is  entirely  safe  from  foreign  competition, 
and  in  respect  to  which  protecting  duties  may  be 
considered  as  nominal,  must  be  injured  the  en- 
couragement of  those  which  draw  from  them  their 
resources  of  capita!  and  labor.  We  have  many 
branches  of  industry  among  those  which  may  be 
expected  to  be  first  established  in  every  country, 
which  seem  not  to  be  more  prosperous  now  than 
they  were  thirty  years  ago,  nor  are  the  articles 
which  they  furnish  by  any  means  at  as  low  a price. 
What  are  called  the  mechanic  arts  are  generally  in 
this  class.  Why  is  this  so?  Because  government, 
in  fact,  bids  against  them.  Because  the  operation 
of  this  system  of  duties  must  be  relative,  and  in 
encouraging  one  branch  of  industry  we  necessarily 
discourage  another.  Look  at  the  iron  manufactory 
as  a proof  of  this.  It  is  said  to  want  yet  further 
encouragement,  recently  as  the  duties  have  been 
raised;  and,  it  is  true,  (he  had  the  proof  of  it  upon 
his  table,)  that  the  profits  of  the  iron  master  were 
greater  before  the  revolution  than  they  had  been 
for  some  past  years:  greater  when  our  capital  and 
population  v/ere  small,  and  foreign  competition 
unre.stricted,  than  when  all  these  circumstances 
were  changed  in  our  favor.  To  all  that  industry, 
whether  agricultural  or  manufacturing,  which  is 
safe  from  foreign  competition,  the  system  of  “en- 
couraging domestic  uidustry,”  can  give  no  advan- 
tage, but  it  must  shave  in  the  burden  without  par- 
ticipating in  the  profits.  We  exported  the  last 
year,  he  believed,  manufactured  goods,  neai’ly 
to  the  amount  of  three  millions.  The  establish- 
ments which  furnished  these  could  not  gain 
by  duties  upon  importation;  that  their  expenses 
would  be  increased,  though  theirprofits  could  not. 
Ml*.  L.  enlarged  for  some  time  upon  this  subject, 
and  attempted  to  show  that  the  system  of  laying, 
a high  duty  upon  every  process  of  manufacture 
must  frequently  produce  this  effect,  that,  to  en- 
courage a manufacture  wliich  employs  but  a smalt 
number  of  hands,  and  is  comparatively  unimport- 
ant, we  may  raise  so  high  the  price  of  an  article 
which  supports  the  industry  and  subserves  the  com- 
fort of  a large  class  of  the  community,  as  to  pro- 
duce general  inconvenience.  He  appealed  not  to 
tlieory  but  fact.  We  were  anxious  in  1816,  to  en- 
courage the  rolling  of  copper.  We  did  so,  and  laid 
a (iutv  upon  copper  in  sheets.  Two  establishments 
have  been  maintained,  which  are  said  to  employ 
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54  workmen,  and  it  is  computed  that  4,000  indus- 
trious men,  the  braziers  who  vyork  up  this  copper, 
(whose  industry  even  began  to  furnish  articles  for 
exportation,)  iiave  suffered  heavy  and  general  in- 
iury,  whicli  has  extended  to  all  their  customers — 
to  a large  portion  of  the  community. 

Tiie  view  on  which  peculiar  reliance  appeared  to 
•be  placed  for  the  defence  of  this  b;U  wins  tnat  which 
Was  connected  witli  tiie  alleged  failure  or  cur  policy 
jbitherto  in  respect  both  to  the  industry  and  reve- 
liuec  of  the  country.  He  had  heard  these  argu- 
ments with  surpri.se.  He  should  hereafter  make 
some  observations  upon  a comparison  between  our 
import  duties  and  those  of  the  nations  of  Europe 
But,  was  it  enough  to  condemn  our  policy  that  it 
was  not  European?  It  is  yet  more  true  of  internal 
taxes  tiian  of  imposts  that  the  nations  of  Europe 
are  very  far  in  advance  of  us.  fheir  Establishments 
of  other  kinds  differ  more  than  their  tariffs  from 
those  of  the  United  States.  We  had  ventured, 
however  rash  it  might  be  thought,  “to  adopt  prin- 
ciples whicli  had  not  been  tested'^  by  their  expe- 
rience. And,  had  we  suffered  for  our  temerity.^ 
Had  our  experiment  really  failed?  What  nation 
in  Europe  had  advanced  more  rapidly  to  prosperity 
and  wealth,  by  the  most  successful  wars,  than  had 
the  United  States  without  a conquest,  by  the  mere 
developement  andnaturaigrowtli  of  their  resources? 
Eet  their  policy  be  changed  if  it  must  be  so,  hut 
let  them  not  be  ungrateful  to  the  wisdom  which  had 
directed,  to  the  Providence  wliich  had  favored 
tliem.  The  nominal  value  ofproperty  might  change: 
the  currency  might  rise  or  depreciate;  but  a popu- 
lation, quadrupled  in  less  than  fifty  years,  and  a 
production  increa.ved  in  a yet  larger  proportion, 
furnished  no  evidence  to  cqndemn  the  scheme  un- 
der which  such  prosperity  had  resulted,  tndepen- 
dently  of  the  protection  of  property,  \yhlch  our  laws 
afforded,  the  principal  cause  of  a growth  so  extra- 
prdinary  must  be  found  in  the  high  rewards  of  labor. 
In  new  countries,  where  land  is  not  yet  fu]^ly  ap- 
propriated, labor  always  pbtains  a higli  price  in 
the  raw  produce  of  the  earth,  and  generally  but  a 
small  one  in  manufactured  articles.  It  has  been 
the  happy  peculiarity  of  our  situation  and  of  our 
policy  that  the  laborer  has  obtained  as  larg-e  an 
amount  at  any  where  else  of  the  necessaries  which 
agriculture  furnishes,  and  a much  larger  one  of  the 
comforts  which  manufactures  provide.  The  states- 
man may  mar  his  condition  but  cannot  mend  it. 
He  cannot  raise  his  vyages  estimated  in  the  produce 
of  the  earth,  and  by  a large  foreign  impost  henurst 
lower  his  wages  if  you  estimate  them  in  the  ma- 
nufactures which  he  must  consume. 

But,  pur  scheme  of  revenue  has  failed.  The 
house  would  have  hereafler  a better  opportunity 
of  examining  this,  subject  than  they  now  have.  He 
would  not  represent  the  state  of  the  revenue  as 
prosperous — but  perhaps  it  was  a proof  that  the 
prosperity  of  a few  years  had  rendered  our  expec- 
tations unreasonable;  that  we  looked  almost  with 
dismay  upon  the  finances  of  ayeai%  in  which,  if  we 
deduct  what  we  propose  to  borrow,  from  what  we 
pay  of  public  debt,  there  will  still  bean  amount  of 
debt  extinguished,  of  upwards  of  two  millions  and 
a half,  (about  half  of  which  will  be  Mississippi 
stock.)  After  paying  every  current  expense,*  and 
applying  large  sums  in  increasing  the  navy  and 

*l  his  statement  was  founded  upon  the  supposi- 
tion, that  one  million  and  a half  would  be  borrowed. 
If  the  loan,  as  appears  now  to  be  probable,  should 
be  of  three  millions,  the  actual  reduction  of  debt  in 
year  1820,  v/ill be  only  one  million. 


fortifications  of  tlie  country,  we  should  owe  less  by 
upwards  oi'  two  millions  and  an  halt,  on  the  1st  Ja» 
nuary,  1.821,  than  we  did  on  tiie  hist  oi  last  Ja- 
nuary.— He  did  not  think,  that  the  prospects  of 
succeeding  years,  (looking  to  the  average  of  seve- 
ral 5'ears)  were  as  bad  as  they  Inul  been  rwpreser.t^ 
ed,  itnless  tiiey  were  made  so  by  this  bill,  if  the 
gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  proposed,  to  open 
new  sources  of  revenue,  his  scheme  would  deserve 
the  examination  of  the  liouse.  But,  if  Hr.  H tin? 
derstood  aisplan,  it  was  foiuidedoa  amotion  which 
was  erroueoiLS  in  its  principle,  and  must  be  oppres- 
sive in  its  application. 

The  revenue  wliich  the  impost  furnishes,  is  paid 
by  the  consumer,  and  not  by  the  merchant.  It  i.s 
paid  in  the  enhanced  price  of  the  article  which  he 
buys.  Tlie  gentleman  from  Pennsylvania  seems 
to  think,  tliat  if,  by  excluding  this  article,  he  is 
forced  to  consume  only  the  domestic  fabric,  the 
government,  wliich  has  not  received  its  .accustomed 
duty  upon  the  importation  of  foreign,  may  collect 
the  same  amount  by  an  excise  tnpon  domestic  arti- 
cles— “tlie  money  has  not  been  carried  out  of  the 
country.”  If,  indeed,  by  ceasing  to  import  the 
foreign  fabric,  the  domestic  article  is  furnished 
to  tile  con,s!tmer  at  a lower  price,  he  may  pay  a 
tax  upon  it — but  tiie  tax  whidi  was  paid  in  the 
price  of  the  article  is  not  leducefi  by  its  exclu- 
sion; it  is,  indeed,  so  far  as  the  farmer  is  con- 
cerned, increased — he  pays  more  for  the  articles 
which  he  buys;  1iis  expenses-  are  greater;  his  clear 
revenue  less.  Is  there  any  legerdemain  by  whiclg 
under  these  circumstances,  his  ability  to  pay  taxes 
can  be  increased?  You  tell  iiim  that  lie  paid  before 
a certain  tax  to  the  government,  and  that  lie  does 
not  pay  it  now;  he  answersyou,  that  he  pays  a high- 
er tax,  because  he  pays  a higlier  price  now  than  lie 
did  formerly,  and  that  it  is  not  his  fault  that  this 
tax  g-oes  into  the  pocket  of  the  manufacturer,  andnot 
into  the  public  treasury.  If,  in  addition  to  the  ex. 
elusion  of  the  foreign  article,  you  lay  an  excise  upon 
the  domestic  product,  it  is  evident  that  the  country 
must  pay  a double  tax,  ultliough  the  goveimment 
will  not  receive  it.  It  is  hardly  possible,  however, 
to  reason  upon  this  subject.  The  ability  to  pay 
taxes  must  be  diminished  by  everything  which  adcia 
to  the  expenses  (as  the  exclusion  of  foreign  goods 
must  do)  of  those  who  are  to  pay  tiiem. 

Something  had  been  said  of  the  expenses  of  col- 
lecting a duty  upon  domestic  goods,  and  the  higliCK 
expenses  of  excluding  goods  seemed  to  be  forgoU 
ten. 

Some  gentlemen  admit  that  the  proposition  of 
his  friends  from  Virginia,  that  individuals  would 
pursue  thrd  eourse  of  industry  Avlilch  would  be  most 
profitable  to  themselves  and  the  country,  would 
be  true,  if  other  nations  as  well  as  we,  woiild  “leave 
trade  to  itself.”  4'heir  concession  v;as  injudicious. 
If  all  nations  admitted  a free,  trade,  the  arguments 
•for  restriction  on  our  part  would  be  just  the  same 
as  they  are  now. — What  would  be  the  induce- 
ments to  us  to  admit  this  trade?  That  it  iurnislied 
us  in  exchange,  for  products,  which  to  us  were 
worth  one  hundred  millions,^  products  whicli  were 
worth  one  hundred  and  fifty-— tliat  what  we  bought^ 
was  worth  more  tp  us  than  what  we  sold;  and  if 
those  nations  could  not  buy  the  one  hundred  mii 
lions,  if  they  could  not,  or  'would  not  bu)'-  more 
than  fifty  or  twenty  millions,  the  argument  would 
still  be  unchanged  even  in  its  form.  However  re- 
duced might  be  the  amount  of  the  trade,  it  must 
still  consist  in  an  exchange  of  what  we  wanted 
more.  In  this  view  of  the  question,  which  appear- 
ed to  him  a very  .simple'  one,  it  was  not  necessar^^' 
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to  remark  upon  ttie  arg'ument,  that  our  supply  of 
agricultural  pi ofiuce  would  ijrow  in  a much  larjjer 
proportion  than  the  demand  of  Europe  or  its  popu- 
iation.  It  might  be  better  for  us  that  their  de- 
mand should  grow  more  rapidly;  but  if  it  would  be 
to  ouradvaniage  to  supply  a great  denpind,  it  \vas 
to  our  ad\  antage  too,  though  in  a smaller  degree,  to 
supply  even  a less  demand.  I'his  difference,  how- 
ever, in  the  increase  oi  the  agricultural  produce 
■u’hich  we  should  export,  and  tlie  foreign  demand 
for  it,  might  be  expected  to  have  been  illustrated 
by  experience,  as  well  as  developed  by  theory. 
What  was  the  fact'*  All  admit  that  the  proportion 
of  our  industry  employed  to  produce  bread-stufi's 
for  foreign  copsumiilion,  ought  to  bear  a continually 
les.senmg  proportion  to  the  general  industry  of  the 
counti-)  . But,  is  it  necessary  that  the  government 
ftJiould  interfere  tp  prevent  the  inordinate  increase 
in  the  quantity  of  provisions  which  we  exported, 
or  can  the  people  manage  that  matter  without  our 
interference.^  Whoever  will  take  the  trouble  to 
f.xamine  the  account  of  our  exports  for  twenty 
years  past,  will  find  tiiat,  while  the  products  of  our 
industry  at  home  liave  probably  quadrupled,  our 
exportation  of  provision  has  not  increased  at  all.  It 
is  not  then  necessary  that  we  should  force,  by  le- 
gislation, the  industry  of  the  country,  into  any  new 
direction,  in  order  to  prevent  it  from  glutting  the 
corn  market  of  Europe. 

Mr.  L.  said,  that  he  would  return  for  a moment 
to  the  consideration  of  the  cuiestion,  how  far  the 
propriety  “of  leaving  tilings  to  tliemselves,”  was 
;drccted  by  the  opposite  system  which  was  pursued 
by  foreign  powers,  if  China  should  by  law  admit 
?iil  our  produce,  manufactured  or  agricultural,  it  is 
plain  enough  tiiat  W’e  could  not  advantageously  send 
there  any,  wliich  we  do  not  now  send.  -Indeed  he 
<lid  not  know  that  she  prohibited  any  of  our  pro- 
duce, but  if  she  did,  the  proiiibition  was  nominal, 
nnd  it  was  evident  that  its  removal  could  nut  change 
the  policy  which  it  was  our  interest  to  pursue. 
Hint  pcrliaps  China  belonged  to  a sphere  of  indus- 
try too  dilferent  from  ours,  for  the  application  of 
these  principles,  Would  the  admission  of  the  pro- 
ducts of  our  industry  by  the  nations  of  Europe 
•justify,  in  the  estimation  of  the  friends  of  this  bill, 
the  reciprocal  admi.ssiun  of  theirs.'’  Of  what  avail 
would  it  be  to  us  that  England  should  consent  to 
take  our  manufactures.?  An  engagement  to  do  so 
would  “keep  its  ])romise  to  the  ear,  but  break  it  to 
tlie  sense  Our  bread-stulfs  she  takes  now  only 
when  wheat  is  above  ten  sliiliings,  (when  by  ilie 
bye  it  is  most  our  interest  to  sell  it.) — Suppose  her 
laws  pevnulled  its  importation  when  the  price  was 
low,  would  any  friend  of  the  bill  avow  that  this  po- 
licy, which  would  make  the  establishment  of  manu- 
factures here  a matter  of  somewhat  more  difficult}'^, 
would  incline  him  to  dispense  with  protecting  du- 
biosin  favor  of  our  manufactures?  He  put  it  to  the 
candor  of  !iis  friends  on  the  other  side,  to  say  whe- 
tber  they  would  consent  to  a treaty  by  which  the 
raw  prodv.ee  of  .America,  and  the  manufactures  of 
il'ngland,  should  be  exchar.ged  without  duty.? — 
'I’hey  would  not.  '['iieir  objections  to  an  inter- 
r.our.sc  unbnrthened  by  duties,  would  he  still  strong- 
er thvin  they  now  are,  if  lauropc,  in  affording  a 
better  market  fur  our  agriculture,  should  oppose 
still  stronger  difficulties  to  the  establishment  of 
manufactures. 

Vet  it  was  true  that  those  who  wished  to  impose 
heavier  duties  or  prohibitions  upon  foreign  manu- 
factures, alleged  tiiat  by  doing  so,  the  price  of  agri- 
cultural produce  would  be  raised.  It  was  equally 
i|^e,  and  more  strange,  that  a great  many  good 


people  interested  in  agriculture,  had  believed  the 
allegation.  'I’lie  error  was  susceptible  of  easy  re- 
futation. If,  indeed,  llie  allegation  were  just,  the 
manufacturer  would  gain  nothing  by  the  change. 
If  the  prices  of  what  he  buys  aud  sells,  rise  in  the 
same  proportion,  he  might  as  well  leave  every  thing 
as  it  is.  But,  the  notion  that  the  encouragement 
of  manufactures  will  give  a good  price  to  the  pro- 
ductions of  agriculture  is  entirely  fallacious,  Wiiat- 
ever  may  be  the  domestic  demand  for  our  grain, 
the  supply  will  exceed  it. 

As  long  as  there  is  good  land  unoccupied,  the 
price  of  its  produce,  if  there  be  no  foreign  demand, 
will  exceed  by  very  little  the  value  of  the  labor 
employed  in  obtaining  it.  Such  must  be  tlie  case 
with  a permanent  embargo.  But  when  there  is  aii 
expoi't  trade,  although  the  quantity  exported  may 
bear  a small  proportion  to  that  which  is  consumed 
in  tlie  country,  the  price  of  that  small  proportion 
must  determine  that  of  the  whole.  He  did  not  say 
that  this  was  a reasonable  theory,  but  a notorious 
fact.  It  was  a plain  deduction  from  these  princi- 
ples, that,  in  an  extensive  and  tliinly  peopled  coun- 
try, restrictions  upon  trade  would  raise  tlie  price  of 
manufactures,  but  not  of  grain,  in  a populous  and 
fully  cultivated  country  they  would  raise  the  price 
of  grain,  and  not  of  manufactures.  'I’he  last  is  the 
situation  of  England;  the  first  that  of  tlie  ETniteti 
States. 

But  the  opinion  that  the  establishment  of  manu* 
factures  would  secure  a good  price  for  our  agri- 
cultural produce,  had  made  so  many  converts,  that 
it  would  be  intei'esting  to  enquire  into  the  cause,? 
which  had  produced  it.  He  could  not  dwell  upon 
the  subject.  But,  when  manufactories  and  banks 
were  established  cotemporaneously,  (and  this  as- 
sociation he  believed  not  to  be  uncommon;)  when 
manufactories  were  established  by  the  aid  of  borrow- 
ed capital,  and  profuse  expenditure  produced  a lo- 
cal depreciation,  the  same  effect  wasproduced  upon 
price*  as  an  emission  of  paper  money  would  liave 
done.  Every  body  was  willing  to  spend;  every 
body  began  to  improve  and  build,  and  industry  v.’as 
stimulated  to  extraordinary  activity,  as  it  always  is, 
by  a depreciating  currency.  The  remarks  wliich 
he  had  made  a few  moments  since,  were  enough 
to  shew  how  perfectly  illusory  all  duties  upon  im- 
portation must  prove  for  the  protection  of  our  agri- 
cultural industry.  The  price  of  our  agricultural 
products  must  be  determined  by  tiiat  part  of  them 
which  is  exported,  and  must  in  consequence  be  ab- 
solutely  unaffected  by  duties,  or  even  prohibitions. 
Gentlemen  might,  therefore,  lay  duties,  or  with- 
draw them  from  cotton,  wheat  or  tobacco,  and  tliey 
would  change  nothing  but  the  words  of  their  sta- 
tute books. 

If  it  were  ever  right  that  government  should  im- 
pose its  duties,  with  a view  to  the  encouragement 
of  particular  branches  of  industry,  Mr.  L.  said  he 
had  always  believed  that  the  two  most  reasonable 
modes  of  doing  it  were  these:  either  to  lay  a very 
small  and  equal  duty  upon  all  manufactures,  which 
would  leave  the  relative  inducement  to  engage  in 
each  unchanged;  or  to  determine  upon  a very  few 
branches  which  the  government  supposed  to  be 
best  adapted  to  the  situation  of  the  country,  or  most 
necessary  to  its  interest,  and  leaving  others  untax- 
ed, (if  revenue  permitted  it,)  to  direct  the  capital 
and  labor  of  the  country  to  these  objects,  where 
the}"  miglit  form  a sufficient  security  against  an  ex- 
cessive rise  of  prices.  The  last  was  the  more  vigor- 
ous plan;  perhaps  it  was  the  wiser  one.  Yi-'i  it  was 
best  adapted  to  a condition  very  different  from  that 
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wf  the  Uzilted  States:  he  meant  that  of  an  enlighten- 
ed government  and  an  ignorant  people. 

Whatever  were  the  encouragements  which  should 
be  adorded  to  manufactures,  it  had  always  hitherto 
been  supposed  that  these  were  required  to  be 
greatest  at  their  first  establishment.  Tiie  reason- 
ing of  his  friend  from  Delaware  supported  tliis  con- 
clusion. Mr.  Hamilton  had  said  distinctly,  that, 
where  any  brancli  of  industry  continued  long  to 
require  a bounty,  it  afforded  proof  that  there  were 
obstacles  to  its  establshment  which  would  make 
it  unwise  to  persevere  in  it.  Yet  our  system  was 
not  to  continue  bounties,  but  to  increase  them. 

A strongarguinent  in  the  opinion  of  many  gentle- 
men,, was  deduced  from  the  large  excess  oj  imporla- 
tions  above  exportations,  in  order  to  shewttiat  it  was 
necessary  to  interfere,  and  prevent  the  people  from 
buying  more  than  they  could  pay  for.  He  had  hoped 
th.at  this  subject  liad  been  put  to  rest  by  his  friends 
^rora  Virginia  An  excessive  importation  may,  in- 
deed, take  place  for  a year,  although  the  price  will 
usually  be  so  much  lowered  by  it  that  the  amount  of 
sales  of  a large,  may  not  be  greater  than  would  have 
been  those  of  a small  importation.  This  dispropor- 
tion, however,  between  the  supply  and  demand, 
between  the  sales  and  the  means  of  payment,  can 
continue  but  a short  time.  The  piice  of  American 
stocks  here  and  in  England;  the  present  rate  of  ex- 
change; sufficiently  prove  that  our  interference  is 
unnecessary  in  fact,  (as  it  must  always  be  wrong 
in  principle,)  to  adjust  the  balance  of  payments  be- 
tween the  two  countries. 

So  mucb^had  been  said  of  this  balance  of  importa- 
tion above  exports,  that  he  might  be  excused  for 
another  remark.  Gentlemen  knew  the  corrections, 
(and  among  them  those  required.by  a consideration 
of  the  profits  of  freights,  commission  and  trade,) 
%vhich  ought  to  be  applied  to  our  custom-house  ac 
counts.  These  corrections  would  vary  the  balance 
very  much,  but  they  would  leave  a result  in  which 
he  should  feel  little  confidence.  There  is,  indeed, 
a view  very  different  from  that  which  the  friends  of 
the  bill  have  taken.  The  balance  of  importations 
above  exports,  for  a series  of  years,  may  not  only 
be  considered  as  the  proof  of  a profitable  trade,  but 
the  measure  of  its  profit.  Our  trade  with  foreign 
nations  is  one  in  which  we  obtain  their  produce 
in  return  for  our  produce  or  our  labor,  and  the 
more  valuable  their  produce  is,  the  better  bargain 
we  have  made  We  should  not,  as  individuals  think, 
it  the  evidence  of  unsuccessful  business  that  we  ob- 
tain in  exchange  for  an  article  worth  but  1,000  dol- 
lars, one  which  was  worth  2,000.  Yet  this  is  exact- 
ly the  thing  which  is  called  by  politicians  an  unfa- 
vorable balance  of  trade.  In  such  a system,  if  the 
vessels  which  carry  out  your  productions,  and  are 
owned  by  your  merchants,  are  sunk  in  the  sea,  or 
carriedto  a market  where  their  sales  paj^  only  their 
expenses,  no  returns  can  be  made;  the  balance  be- 
comes  very  favorable  and  the  politician  is  satisfied. 
If  the  cargoes  reach  a market  whicli  enablesthe  mer- 
chant to  bring  back  large  returns,  the  balance  be- 
comes unfavorable.  A permanent  balance  of  impor- 
tation (in  a nation  that  has  no  mines,)  must  always  be 
referred  to  the  profits  of  its  business.  It  was  different 
with  tlie  excess  of  a single  year..  This,  however, 
when  it  required  correction,  would,  as  his  friends 
observed,  always  be  corrected  by  the  interests  of 
trade  without  the  interposition  of  tlie  government. 
Could  it  be  necessary  that  we  should  interfere  by 
law  to  diminish  importations,  at  the  moment  when 
we  see  that  an  unparalleled  reduction  is  effecting, 
without  our  interference.'’  TJie  importation  of  the 
Vast  quarter  of  the  year  1819,  was  not  more  than 


two-  thirds  of  tliat  of  the  corresponding  quarter  of 
1818. 

Mr.  L.  said  that,  in  the  detached  observations 
which  he  had  offered,  he  had  endeavored  tto  re- 
move the  impression  which  some  of  the  general  ar- 
guments of  the  friends  of  the  bill  had  made  The 
propositions  Which  to  his  mind  it  appeared  neces- 
sary that  they  should  establish,  they  did  not  prove 
— tliey  scarcely  noticed.  Grant  that  it  is  right 
that  the  government  should  encourage  all  the  ma- 
nufactures of  the  country,  that  considerable  duties 
should  be  laid  upon  the  importation  of  every  ai-ti- 
tide  which  can  couipete  with  our  own  fabrics. — = 
This  we  have  done  already.  He  believed  that 
there  was  now  no  nation  in  the  world  whicl),  in  pro- 
portion  to  its  income,  paid  so  great  a bounty  to  its 
nianafacturers  as  the  United  States.  Had  it  ever 
been  contended,  not  merely  that  manufactures 
should  be  encouraged,  but  that  the  bounty  to  be 
given  should  not  be  limited  by  any  determined  re- 
lation to  the  necessity  of  tlie  manufacture,  or  ilie 
fair  profits  of  the  manufacturer.?  'I'his  mode  of  de- 
fending the  bill  was,  perliaps,  judicious;  it  was  cer- 
tainly embarrassing  to  its  opponents.  You  say  that 
it  is  important  to  encourag’e  the  manufacture  of 
cotton.  Be  it  so.  We  know  that,  however  it  he 
disguised,  tliis  can  be  done  only  at  the  expense  of 
the  other  classes  of  society,  is  it  not  proper  to  en- 
quire what  expense  is  necessary;  what  would  be 
adequate?  The  o]ieratioii  of  a protecting  duty  was 
simple,  but  he  must  detain  the  house  for  a few  mo- 
ments upon  this  subject,  trite  and  familiar  as  it  was. 
Where  duties  are  laid  upon  the  importation  of  arti- 
cles of  a kind  which  is  not  produced  within  the 
country,  the  additional  pidce  which  is  paid  byThe 
community  is  received  into  the  public  treasury, 
with  a reduction  only  for  the  co.sts  of  collection.— 
Where  a duty  is  laid  upon  the  importation  of  an  ar- 
ticle which  is  produced  within  the  cortntry,  it  will 
cause  the  same  rise  in  its  price  as  in  tlie  former- 
case:  but  of  the  additional  sum  which  is  paid  by 
the  community,  a part  will  be  received  by  the  go- 
vernment, and  a part  by  the  manufacturer  or  pro- 
ducer of  the  domestic  article.  If,  for  instance,  one 
luindred  million  of  pounds  of  sugar  were  consumed 
annually  in  the  United  States,  and  three-feurtas  of 
this  amount  were  furnished  by  domestic  indu-stry, 
an  additional  duty  of  one  cent  the  pound  would 
cause  the  consumers  ol'sugar  throughout  the  coun- 
try to  pay  one  million  of  dollars  more  in  the  price 
of  the  article,  tlian  they  would  otherwise  do— 
wou’  .l  impose  upon  the  peo])le,  a new  tax  of  one 
million:  but  of  this  sum,  ffss  than  250,00')  would  be 
received  by  the  government,  and  750,000  by  the 
sugar  planter. 

The  difference  between  the  gentleman  from 
Pennsylvania  and  himself,  in  respect  to  the  infor- 
mation on  which  a tariff  should  be  founded,  was 
explained  by  this  ease.  Re  thought,  if  congress 
determined  to  encourage  the  production  of  sugar, 
by  an  additional  bounty,  that  it  was  bound  carefitily 
to  enquire  what  sum  was  necessary  for  tins  oliject. 
To  Justify  the  tax  it  was  necessary  to  determine  that 
the  nation  had  such  an  interest  in  the  establish- 
ment ofthe  additional  sugar  filantatidnsto  which  the 
bill  was  expected  to  give  rise;  that  it  was  wcithits 
while  to  contribute  annually  750,000  dollars  to  their 
support,andtliat  a contribution  of  less  than  750,000 
dollars  would  not  cause  their  establishment.  Jf  the 
bounty  in  question  were  greater  than  the  value  of 
the  object  justified,  in  ar.y  rational  view  of  public  po- 
licy,weapplied  the  money  ofthe  country  injudiciuu il- 
ly; bill  if  a less  bounty  would  produce  the  effect  wisich. 
we  desired,  we  gave  it  away  without  object  and  with- 
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put  excuse.  It  was  in  this  view  that  he  liaci  asked 
4>f  the  cominiUee  of  manufactures  iivfonnatiou  to 
shew  what  were  li)e  duties  upon  foreig-n  miporta- 
tion  which  would  .give  to  our  manufactures  a rea- 
tonuble  profit  on  their  capital  and  labor.  Every 
tiling'  beyond  this  was  iiota  liberal  encouragement 
of  manufactures,  but  a profuse  and  capricious  do- 
nation of  the  public  money.  Suppose  that  the 
750, (JUO  dollars  which,  on  the  supposition  w'hich  he 
iiad  made,  were  given  to  the  sugar  planters,  instead 
of  being  paid  to  them  by  the  consumers,  were  rais- 
ed by  a direct  tax,  and  tlien  paid,  as  a bounty,  out 
of  the  public  treasury,  rhis  would  form  no  distinc- 
tion in  the  principle  of  the  <:|onation.  Mr,  Hamilton 
liadsaid,  wntl)  perfect  correctnes,s,  that  “as  often  as 
a duty  upon  aforeig'n  article  make  an  addition  to  its 
yu’tce,  it  causes  an  extra  expense’ to  the  community 
for  tlie  benefit  ofihe  domestic  manufacture.  Abouu- 
ty  does  no  more.”  The  information  which  he  had 
•wished,  was,  whether  thi?  bounty  was  to  be  giv- 
en to  men  whose  pi’0]hts  and  wages  were  now 
^es.s  than  those  of  the  rest  of  the  community;  and 
what  were  the  jifolits  wdiich  it  was  estimated  that 
tills  bounty  would  procure  them;  in  a word,  how 
nnich  public  money  we  should  give,  and  wliat  w’as 
tiie  necessity  of  giving  it.  The  iipuse,  in  rejecting 
ills  fesoiui:iop,11ad  determined  that,  the  enepury  was 
iiseless  or  irnpiacticable.  They  had  reVused  all 
l^videnceas  to  the  proper  degree  of  encou'rageuient, 
iuid  left  the  defence  of  thp  bill  to  the  same  vague 
(•nnsiderations  which  would  support  a duty  of  100 
■per  cent. as  well  as  one  of 40.  They  took,  they  kve-w 
Zi  tl  hoio  much,  from  the  people;  they  ^'cive,  they  knew 
■iiOt.  how  much,  to  the  raanufacluvev. 

'I'he  chairman  of  the  committee  of  manufactures 
had  intimated  tliat  information  such  as  he  had  ask- 
ed, hud  never  been  given.  He  might  answerj-that 
it  ougiit  to  have  been.  But  the  chairman  was  mis- 
lakcu  It  had  been.  Mr.  L.  I'ead  the  following 
jp^ntences  from  Mr.  Dallas’  report  of  1816,  on  the 
revision  of  the  tariff; — “The  amount  of  the  duties 
ehoukl  be  such  as  will  enable  the  manufacturer  to 
meet  the  importer  in  the  American  market  upon 
enual  terms  of  jirolit  and  loss.”  “ There  still,  how- 
evtf'r,  remains  a diversity  of  opinion  as  to  the 
amount  which  whill  he  competeiit,  and  the  aim  of 
lliis  report  will  l)e  to  strike  the  medium  which  ap- 
yiears  to  be  best  established  from  all  the  infor- 
mation wliich  has  been  collected.”  'I’liis  sentence 
proved  that  the  rates  of  duty  pi-oposed  in  tlic  re- 
]:ort  of  1816  were  founded  on  evidence  of  the  de- 
j^cee  of  encon'ra^emciU  which  would  enable  “the 
manufacturer  to  meet  the  importer.”  That  evi- 
dence was  had  before  tlie  liotise.  It  contained, 
c-.ubstantially,  and  indeed  much  more  fully  than  lie 
sliould  require  it,  all  the  iiiforinaticn  in  respect  to 
the  state  cf  our  manufaci ories  in  1816,  which  it 
was  tl.e  object  of  his  resolution  to  obtain  in  1820. 
lie  slmuld  have  occasion  to  advei;i,  to  thisinforma- 
pon  licreafter.  It  proved,  at  least,  that  the  object 
of  bis  resolution  was  pr;icticable,  and  liad  hitherto 
keen  supposed  important  and  necessaiu  . 

'I’he  practicability  of  its  olfect,  too,  although  the 
•.speaker  had  appeared  to  doubt  it,  bad  been  jiroved 
by  the  statements  whicli  he  liad  made  iii  respect  to 
two  novthern  manufactories.  Jf  the  house  were 
determined  to  give  adequate  protection  to  any 
branch  of  manrfactures,  tiie  samo  kind  of  informa- 
tion r..v)sse.ssed  by  the  speaker,  as  to  the  mamifac- 
t ories  of  which  he  had  spoken,  if  extended  to  fifteen 
or  twenty  others  in  different  ]>avts  of  ihe  country, 
would  cnalile  us  to  know,  wliat  bounty  was  neccs- 
.-ary  and  adequate  to  their  su};porl.  'I'hat  bounty 
'•■light  not  to  be  increased  to  maintain  t!ic  unskilful 
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and  improvident:  and  he  admitted,  that  (if  granted 
at  all)  it  ought  not  to  be  contracted  so  us  to  afford 
support  only  to  an  establishment  which  liad  pecu- 
liar advantages  beyond  tlie  reach  of  imitation. — 
He  did  not  know,  however,  of  any  such  in  tliq 
United  States,  in  examining  the  degree  of  en- 
couragement wliich  it  was  proposed  in  this  bill  iq 
give  to  American  manufactures^  we  were  naturally 
reminded  of  the  view  which  had  been  taken  ot  the 
subject  by  Mr.  liamifton,  wiiose  principles  are 
coiepdered  as  sound,  even  by  the  friends  of  this 
tariff.  He,  at  least,  was  able  to  elevate  his  view  to 
the  just  importance  of  manufacturing'  industry. 
Let  us  see  the  price  winch  lie  proposed  to  pay  for 
its  support.  The  general  tenor  of  his  argument^ 
and  indeed  the  particular  quotation  which  had 
been  made  sufficiently  prove  Mr.  Hamilton’s  opi- 
nion to  have  been,  that,  whatever  bounties  were 
given  to  domestic  manuffictures  should  be  highest 
at  first.  The  duties,  therefore,  which  he  proposed 
in  his  celebrated  report  on  manufactures,  were 
such  as  lie  thought  sufficient  then,  and  such  as,  ac- 
cording to  his  principles,  ought  to  be  sufficient, 
now.  In  forming  his  opinion,  lie  <lid  not  overlook 
the  adyuntages  whidi  the  risk  and  expense  of  im- 
portation fronv  abroad  give  to  the  American  manu- 
facturer. This  pi'ote,ctioa  of  distance  he  estimates 
at  from  15.  to  30  percent.  Mr.  Lowndes  said  he 
would  state,  without  a formal  comparison,  a few  of 
the  duties  wliich  Mr.  Hamiltoa  proposed  for  the 
encouragement  of  manufact'm’es.  On  manufaC” 
tures  of  leather  he  proposed  a duty  of  7^  per 
cent.  He  was  wiiilng  tiiat  cotton  g-oods  should 
be  “raised  to  7^  per  cent.”  On  gla.ss,  he  consider- 
ed the  duty  of  12^  per  cent,  as  a considerable  en- 
couragement, and  thought  that,  if  any  thing  further 
were  given,  it  oug-lit  to  be  by  a direct  bounty  out 
of  the  public  treasury,  'fen  per  cent,  on  paper 
and  gun  ]>owder  lie  thought  a competent  jji'otec-, 
tioii;  and  he  proposed  the  same  duty  on  manufac- 
tures of  iron  and  brass.  His  jn'inciples  were  bc5»f 
exphuned  by  the  ap]dication  wliich  he  had  himself 
made  of  them;  and  the  enormity  of  the  bounty 
which  it  was  now  proposed  to  give  to  the  manufac- 
turers could  not  be  more  strongly  exhibited  than 
by  comparing  it  with  that  which  was  considered  as 
adequate  by  so  zealous  and  able  an  advocate  of  ma-: 
nufacturing  industry  as  .M f.  Hamilton.  Duties  four 
times  as  great  as  he  recommended  were  now  levied 
upon  many  of  the  most  important  articles,' and 
were  discovered  to  be  insufficient  and  migatory  ! 

AVhat  he  regretted,  Mr.  L said,  most,  in  the 
course  pursued  by  the  committee  of  manufactures, 
was,  that  they  suggested  no  standard  by  which  tlie 
sufficie  ncy  of  the  encourngcmenl  which  they  propos- 
ed  could  be  tested,  and  promised,  therefore,  no  limi- 
tation to  the  burden  which  might  be  imposed  upon 
the  country,  The  chairman  ol’  that  committee  had, 
indeed,  more  than  once,  directed  our  attention  to 
the  duties  imposed  by  tlie  laws  of  Russia,  Fi'ance, 
and  England— -inodeb  which  we  had  not  yet  learn- 
ed to  imitate.  It  was  not  extraordinary  that  go- 
vernments  which  were  obliged  to  drain  every  re- 
source of  revenue,  should  lay  heavier  duties  upon 
importation  tluin  we  had  done.  There  was  no  part, 
liowever,  of  their  system  of  exaction  in  wliich  we. 
anproaclied  so  near  them,  as  in  our  duties  upon 
commerce.  In  attempting  any  comparison  between 
their  duties  and  those  of  tlie  United  States,  it  was 
obviously  iiocessarv'  to  consider  the  diffci'ence  of 
our  circumstances. 

In  cslimafing  the  protection  afforded  to  national 
manufactures  by  duties  upon  importation,  it  wa.s 
; ’.iot  the  absolute  amount  of  duty  that  constituted  a 
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protection  to  the  honne  manufacturer,  in  the.  case 
in  which  there  was  h*i  intei'iial  duty  upon  the  arti- 
cle, but  ouiy  the  excess  of  the  foreign  over  the  in- 
lernal  duty,  I'hus,  if,  in  17^^,  (before  the  c'oin- 
mercial  treaty  between  France  and  England,)  the 
duty  payable  upon  the  importation  of  English 
liardw  are  into  France  had  been  bO  per  cent.;  as 
tfie  internal  tax  upon  French  hardware,  if  his  me- 
mory did  not  gTeatly  deceive  him,  v^as  abemt  30  per 
cent,  on  its  value— the  true  amount  of  the  protect- 
ing duty  would  have  been  but  20  per  cent.  The 
enquirer,  then,  who  should  wish  to  know  the  real 
.encouragement  afforded  by  foreign  duties  must 
apply  to  all  of  them  the  correction  deduced  from 
this  principle;  audit  would  probably  reduce  many 
of  them,  which  appeared  greatly  to  exceed  our 
own,  to  an  amount  less  than  was  exacted  even  un- 
der the  present  law  in  the  Upited  States. 

The  high  duties  of  European  nations,  when  they 
were  not  counteracted  in  the  manner  vvliich  he  hud 
mentioned,  were  mitigated  by  another  circum- 
stance, which  could  not  be  neglected  in  an  estimate 
of  their  burdens.  In  nations  of  the  same  age,  not 
very  unequal  in  the  density  of  popuiation,  and  in 
tiieir  i^nprovement  in  tlie  arts,  if  trade  were  perfect- 
ly free,  a large  proportion  of  the  necessaries  of  life, 
including  nearly  all  the  coarser  nr  mufcictures  would 
be  cheapest  at  home.  A duty  upon  these  would, 
in  such  countries,  be  nearly  nominal.  Among  the 
European  nations,  too,  if  trade  were  free,  the  whole 
amount  of  importations  would  lieur  a much  less 
proportion  to  tiie  \yhole  income  of  the  country  than 
in  the  United  States.  He  supposed  it  certain  that 
flic  importations  of  England,  commercial  as  she 
\^as,  were  not  half  as  great,  in  proportion  to  hex* 
income,  as  were  those  of  the  United  States  at  pre- 
sent; nor  were  our  importations  now  by  any  means 
^s  large,  in  proportion  to  our  >veulth,  as  in  an  ear- 
‘^lier  period  of  pur  existence.  The  duties  which  we 
pay  ROW  would  have  been  intolerable  ten  years  ago; 
and  European  duties,  however  high,  upon  the  arti- 
'cles  imported,  do  not  fall  heavily  upon  the  sub  ject, 
because  those  articles  form  but  a small  part  of  ius 
expellees. 

IfJie  did  not  exaggerate  the  deductions  w^hich  the 
#3nsiderations  which  he  had  mentioned,  require  us 
^to  make  from  the  duties  of  foreign  nations,  in  com- 
paring them  with  our  own,  he  believed  that  no 
people  on  earth  would  be  found  to  pay,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  income,  so  large  a bounty  for  the  sup- 
port of  manufacturing  industry  as  those  of  the 
United  States.  He  had  not,  however,  hkd  time  to 
examine  the  details  of  the  subject  with  any  minute- 
iiess. 

Unfair  as  the  comparison  between  the  duties  of 
foreign  nations  and  our  own,  must  be,  unless  the 
corrections  which  he  had  adverted  to  were  made,  it 
might  well  astonish  the  house  to  find  that  there 
were  many  articles,  and  important  ones  too,  our 
duties  on  which,  as  proposed  by  the  bill  before  the 
house,  might  vie  with  those  of  France  and  England, 
without  recurring  to  any  of  the  considerations  of 
which  he  had  spoken.  He  would  notice  a few  of 
them. 

In  France,  machines  of  all  kinds,  including 
ploughs,  pay  15  per  cent.;  by  the  proposed  bill 
they  will  pay  here  20  per  cent.  Wrought  anchors 
pay  in  France  10  francs  the  hundred  kiiogramhies; 
by  the  proposed  bill,  tliey  will  pay  here  §3  33  the 
cwt — more  than  three  times  the  French  duty. 
Hosiery  is  in  France  2 francs  the  kilogramme;  liy 
the  proposed  bill  it  will  be  here  33  per  cent. 

Whatever  may  be  the  disposition  of  England  to 
.sustain  her  maunfactiires  bv  protecting  duties,  she 


has  been  obliged  in  her  late  war  with  France,  b.>’ 
necessity,  and  not  judgment,  lor  the  support  of  lic^’ 
revenue,  and  not  her  industry,  to  make  these  du- 
ties still  iiigher  than  they  were  before.  But  our 
mai'.uf^icturers  might  be  gratified  by  discovering 
that  soij-c  of  the  duties  now  proposed  were  higher 
even  than  tiiose  of  Eng'iand.  I'he  superior  Tibe- 
vahty  at  least  of  this  country  can  hardly  be  denied 
by  them.  England,  assisted  by  a most  vigorous 
system  of  collection,  has  raised  her  duties,  from  the 
necessity  of  increasing  her  revenue,  by  ail  possible 
means.  'I'he  United  States  propose  to  raise  tbeir’s 
Avith  the  just  conviction  that  they  will  impair  their 
revenue. 

in  England  the  duty  upon  ca.st  iron  is  26L  13?. 
4ri.  the  hundred  pounds  value;  by  the  proposed  bill 
it  will  be  gl  50  the  cwt. — (he  supposed  about  4-0 
or  50  per  cent,  ad  valorem.)  Nai>kin,  for  home 
consumption,  is,  in  England  32^  per  cent,  ad  valo- 
rem; by  tile  proposed  biii  it  will  here  be  40.  Mus- 
luis  are,  in  England,  321,,  and  cottons  not  enume- 
rated, 62  per  cent.;  by  the  proposed  bill  our  du- 
ties on  these  articles  will  be  from  40  to  130  per 
cent. 

Much  as  such  a course  of  observation  had  been 
discountenanced,  he  must  now  advert  ten  another 
topic.  Wiiat  were  the  duties  which  would  aff'orfi 
to  the  raanufacturers  reasonable  wages  andprofitsP 
If,  at  a time  wlien  every  interest  in  tlie  state  was 
depressed,  it  was  right  that  all  the  rest  should  con- 
tribute to  the  support  of  one,  at  least  it  should  be 
only  to  its  necessary  and  reasonable  support.  He 
had  before  spoken  of  the  evidence  laid  before  the 
liouse  in  1816.  I’hat  evidence  had  led  congress  tcv 
the  conclusion  that,  where  the  capital  was  prudent- 
ly invested,  and  the  manufactory  conducted  vvitb. 
common  skill,  a duty  of  25  per  cent,  on  cotton  ana 
Akmollen  manufactures  would  sufficiently  protect 
those  of  our  own  country.  But  the  circumstances 
of  the  time  now  make  the  duty  of  25  per  cent,  much 
mere  effectual  than  it  has  hitherto  been.  The 
appreciation  of  our  money  is,  in  tliis  view,  all-im- 
portant- In  the  specific  duties  this  is  obvious.  If. 
for  instance,  the  duty  of  three  cents  upon  tiie  pound 
of  sugar,  were  a competent  protection  four  years 
a.go,  the  advanced  value  of  money,  of  whicli  the 
same  nominal  amount  would  produce  much  more 
of  every  article  of  consumption,  must  make  it  nov.' 
much  higher  than  is  necessary.  But,  even  in  rela- 
tion to  the  articles  which  pay  a duty  on  their  value, 
if  the  fall  in  the  value  of  our  produce  be  greater 
(as  it  certainly  is)  than  in  the  articles  which  we 
import  from  foreign  countries,  although  t!\e  nomi- 
nal duty  be  unchanged,  the  real  tax  is  much  larger 
than  it  was.  We  still  pay  6$  cents  upon  a yard  of 
the  coarsest  cotton;  but  the  same  amount  Aviii  pur- 
chase much  more  of  provisions  or  labor  than  it 
would  do  formerly.  The  duty,  then,  is  substan- 
tially increased;  and  if  it  has  hitherto,  witii  exag'- 
gerated  places  and  an  unsound  currency,  proved 
inadequate,  ,wouId  it  not  be  prudent,  now  that  a 
change  in  these  circumstances  gives  to  the  present 
tariff  its  fair  operation,  to  wait  the  result  of  that 
operation  ? 

The  depression  in  the  price  of  property  and  la- 
bor was  confined  to  no  section  of  the  country,  and 
to  no  bi'anch  of  business.  The  manufacturer,  like 
the  farmer,  sliould  estimate  his  profits  not  on  the 
supposed  vidue  of  his  capital  four  years  ago — not 
on  what  it  then  cost,  or  would  then  have  sold  for, 
but  at  the  price  which  it  would  now  cost,  or  would 
now  sell  for.  Against  this  general  depression  we 
could  not  indemnify  him;  but  there  was  a loss  pe- 
culiar to  manuiketurers,  from  which  no  government 
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could  insure  them,  and  which  many  of  them  felt 
very  severely  at  this  time.  Whilst  an  improve- 
ment in  machinery  is  iiseiiil  to  the  country  in  wliicii 
it  is  made,  its  immediate  effect  is  often  greatly  to 
impair  the  capital  of  manufacturers.  The  old  ma- 
chinery must  be  abandoned.  What  relief  would 
hlg'her  duties  g^ive  to  the  owners  of  manufactories 
whicii  had  not  adopted  the  improved  machinery  ? 
It  might  encourage  them  to  struggle  a little  longer 
with  inferior  machinery,  but  without  permanent 
benefit,  even  to  themselves;  it  must  produce  a real 
waste  of  the  capital  and  labor  of  the  nation. 

Among  the  causes  which  at  this  moment  depress 
the  manufacturing  industry  of  the  country,  one  of 
the  most  considerable  is  to  be  found  in  that  gene- 
ral diminution  of  income  which  affects  the  demand 
both  for  foreign  and  domestic  productions.  The 
carriage  makers,  for  instance,  suffer  probably  as 
much  from  want  of  employment  as  any  other  class 
of  manufacturers.  There  is  here  no  foreign  com- 
petition. It  is  a distress  from  which  our  tariff  can 
give  no  relief.  On  the  contrary,  its  effect  must  be 
by  increasingthe  expenses,  and  diminishing,  there- 
fore, the  clear  income  of  the  community,  greatly 
to  increase  the  difficulties  of  all  those  classes  of 
inanufacVurers  who  suffer  from  a diminished  de- 
mand. • 

His  friends  who  had  preceded  him  had  referred 
1.0  instances  of  manufactories  which  were  prosper- 
ous even  now,  when  every  other  industry  was  de- 
pressed, and  particularly  to  that  of  an  establishment 
(at  Waltham,)  which  was  understood  to  have  di- 
vided twelve  percent,  and  reserved  a considerable 
surplus.  The  committee  of  manufactures,  in  de- 
clining to  give  any  detaiU*.d  statements  upon  the 
sabject,  had  obliged  him  to  resort  to  the  sources  of 
i nformation  which  were  within  his  reach . He  should 
state  to  tlie  house  the  opinion  which  his  enquiries 
had  enabled  him  to  form,  and  he  should  state  it  in 
the  words  of  a letter  written  by  a man  who  was 
as  well  acquainted  with  the  subject  as  any  other  in 
the  United  States.  [Mr.  Baldwin  asked  the  name 
of  the  writer  which  Mr.  L.  declined  to  give.]  «Ma- 
ijy  manufacturers  have  been  ruined,  and  many 
others  lost  money,  but  very  little  reflection  and  en- 
quiry will  make  the  cause  evident.  Perhaps  the 
business  has  been  conducted  to  the  best  advantage, 
when,  in  addition  to  the  want  of  capital  and  expe- 
rience, is  added  that  of  incorporated  companies, 
where  the  principal  meaning  of  the  charter  is  to 
exonerate  each  holder  of  the  stock,  as  well  as  the 
president,  directors,  and  agents,  from  individual 
responsibility,  for  any  debts  due  fron^  the  company. 
Consequently,  in  all  purchases  for  the  establish- 
ment, the  agent  would  be  obliged  to  give  at  least 
ten  per  cent,  more  than  the  individuals  could  pur- 
chase it  for  on  their  own  responsibility. 

“But,  perhaps  a greater  cause  of  loss  may  be  in 
the  general  fall  in  the  price  of  every  article  used 
by  nianufactui’ers  and  in  all  kinds  of  manufactured 
goods,  whetlier  foreign  or  home  made,  and  also 
in  tl)e  price  of  labor  and  improvement  in  machinery, 
compelling  those  that  did  not  sell  immediately  or. 
the  goods  being  linished,  to  make  heavy  losses,  for 
we  suppose  it  is  admitted  that  the  cost  of  making 
any  goods  of  which  cotton  or  wool  is  the  article  of 
chief  value,  is  not  more  than  half  the  cost  of  mak- 
ing the  same  goods  in  1816. 

“In  order  more  clearly  to  shew  the  consequences 
of  not  immediately  selling,  we  give  the  following 
example,  arising  in  our  own  business.  We  supply 
a maker  of  candle  wick  with  cotton,  and  sell  all 
the  wick  he  makes,  and  during  tile  year  18l8,  the 
business  having  been  good  for  many  ycai's,  he,  with 


others  engaged  in  the  same  business,  had  accumu- 
lated a considerable  quantity  on  hand,  which,  dur- 
ing the  year  1818,  hail  been  worth  flfty  to  fifty-live 
cents  per  pound,  when  the  raw  material  of  cotton 
vyas  worth  from  thirty  to  tliirty -three  cents,  paying 
the  spinner  an  average  of  twenty  cents  the  pound, 
for  his  labor  and  expenses:  but  on  the  1st  August 
last,  the  Same  kind  of  cotton  could  be  purchased 
in  this  market  at  fifteen  cents  the  pound,  and  the 
price  of  wick  had  fallen  so  low  as  thirty  one  cents, 
but  yet  paying  sixteen  cents  for  the  labor  and  ex- 
penses, which,  we  are  convinced,  is  a profitable  bu- 
siness.— Hence,  on  the  1st  of  August  last  year,  he 
could  afford  to  ^ell  his  wick  at  what  the  cotton  of 
his  1818  wick  co.st  him,  and,  at  the  time  we  were 
selling  his  new  made  wick  at  a profit,  that  made  the 
year  before  was  selling  at  a loss  of  the  whole  cost 
of  making;  and  many  kinds  of  American  goods  have 
fallen  in  nearly  the  same  proportion,  from  the  same 
cause  and  some  still  greater  from  other  causes;  for 
instance,  we  suppose  the  price  of  weaving  is  not 
at  this  time  more  than  half  as  high  as  it  was  in  181 6, 
owing  to  the  introduction  of  power  looms,  and  the 
general  low  price  of  living. 

“Next,  let  us  examine  the  cost  of  four  yards  of 
American  brown  shirtings,  three-quarters  of  a yard 
wide,  (which  may  be  considered  the  staple  of  Ame- 
rican cotton  goods,)  say  the  present  price  of  cot- 
ton is  sixteen  cents,  that  will  make  four  yards  of 
shirting: 

12  cents  for  spinning  the  same, 

8 cents  for  weaving  four  yards,  at  two  cents  per 
yard. 

4 cents  for  all  other  expenses,  say  commissions, 
freights,  cartages,  packages,  &o. 

‘‘Added,  isforty  cents  for  makingfour  yards,  equal 
to  ten  cents  the  yard,  and  when  the  same  goods  are 
now  worth  from  twelve  to  twelve  and  an  half  cents 
the  yard  cash  at  auction,  leaving  a profit  to  the  ma- 
nufacturer of  at  least  twenty  per  cent,  and  when 
we  reflect  that  the  coarset  piece  of  cotton  goods 
of  the  same  size  cannot  be  imported  without  pay- 
ing duty  at  the  rate  of  6^  cents  the  square  yard, 
equal  to  4 68f  cents,  or  within  about  cents  of  the 
whole  cost  of  making  the  same  piece  of  goods, 
hence  we  must  be  satisfied  that  foreign  competition 
is  very  much  out  ofthe  question,  for  tlie  lowest  rate^ 
of  duty  on  any  kind  of  cotton  or  woollen  goods  (made 
to  any  extent  in  this  country)  is  27|  per  cent,  on 
the  value  at  the  place  of  manufactory. 

JVe  do  believe,  that  manufacturing  eaablishments^ 
•well  contbicted,  and  the  goods  immediately  sold  at  auc- 
tion, have  averaged  a profit  of  at  least  ten  per  cent, 
during  the  last  two  years,  when,  at  the  same  time,  im- 
ported cotton  and  woollen  goods  have  averaged  a loss 
of  at  least  fifteen  per  cent’* 

Mr.Lowndessaid,  that  he  would  say  no  more  as 
to  the  degree  of  additional  encouragements  which 
was  required  by  our  manufactories. 

But  he  had  a few  observations  to  make  as  to  the 
principles  which  appeared  to  have  been  adopted 
in  the  tariff  proposed  by  the  committee  of  manu- 
factures. 

Among  the  most  objectionable  of  these  was,  what 
he  considered  as  the  pi'oscription  of  the  East  India 
trade,  the  principal  articles  afforded  by  which  were 
sub  jected  to  a duty  of  forty  per  cent. 

The  gi'ound  of  this  proscription,  was  that  the 
East  Indies  took  from  us  scai’cely  any  article  of  our 
produce. 

He  had  occasion  on  a former  day  to  advert  to  one 
of  the  most  interesting  braimhes  of  this  trade — to 
that  in  which  neither  specie  nor  produce  was  ex- 
ported, but  in  v.'hich  the  enterprize  and  industry  of 
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-our  seamen  formed  the  capital  which  a harsh,  and, 
he  thought,  a mistaken  policy,  would  condemn  to 
inactivity.  They  took  nothing  from  your  country; 
Jjut  they  explored  the  most  distant  seas — they 
climbed  almost  inaccessible  rocks— they  pursued 
their  hardy  and  dangerous  employments  between 
1i,e  ports  of  savage  nations,  and  earned  by  their 
freights  a capital  which  fortune  had  not  given 
them.  You  would  encourage  manufacturing  indus- 
try because  it  was  productive;  but  the  industry  of 
the  brave  men  of  whom  he  spoke,  created  the  ca- 
pital which  they  brought  back  to  our  country. 
They  did  not  twirl  the  spindle,  or  fling  the  shuttle, 
but  when  they  brought  home  a cargo  of  India  fa- 
brics (peculiarly  suited  to  the  wants  of  the  poorest 
class  of  our  society),  was  their  industry  less  worthy 
of  encouragement,  because  they  had  made  these 
fabrics  on  tempestuous  seas,  or  because,  in  pursu- 
ing their  own  interests,  they  acquired  and  perfect- 
ed the  naval  excellence  which  made  them  our  pride 
and  our  defence  ? We  gave  them  the  hospitalit}^ 
of  our  ports;  they  might  take  in  wood  and  water, 
and  sail  in  search  of  some  strange  land,  from  which 
these  products  of  American  industry  are  not  yet 
excluded ! The  policy  appeared  to  him  unjust  and 
cruel. 

But  the  other  branches  of  East  Indian  trade  me- 
rited encouragement,  rather  than  proTiibition.  He 
had  already  spoken  of  the  fallacy  which  represent- 
ed a trade  to  be  injurious,  in  which  the  imports  ex- 
ceeded the  exports,  and  the  East  Indian  trade  fur- 
nished a good  illustration  of  the  fallacy.  It  takes, 
if  you  please,  nothing  of  domestic  produce  from  us; 
at  gave  to  the  consumption  of  the  country,  in  the 
year  when  he  had  last  examined  the  subject,  an 
amount  of goods  to  the  value  of  five  millions.  How 
were  these  goods  paid  for?  Specie  had  undoubted-  i 
ly  been  shipped  both  from  America  and  Europe 
•ibr  their  purchase.  But  our  sales  of  East  India  ar- 
ticles in  foreign  countries  had  exceeded  the 
amount  of  our  purchases  in  India.  Five  millions  of 
goods  then  consumed  in  the  United  States  were 
paid  for  by  the  mere  profits  of  the  trade.  Three 
thousand  seamen,  supported  by  the  requisite  capi- 
tal, added  in  one  year  five  millions  to  the  clear 
amount  of  national  income.  There  was  no  expor- 
tation of  our  produce  to  pay  for  these  fabrics,  be- 
cause they  were  paid  for  already:  they  were  the 
acquisitions  of  .American  industry. 

He  would  not  detain  the  house  by  talking  of  the 
injury  which  the  Indian  trade  was  supposed  to  do 
us  by  draining  our  specie.  How  the  purchase  of 
merchandize,  either  in  India  or  any  where  else,  of 
which  we  kept  the  part  that  we  wanted,  and  sold 
the  remainder  for  more  than  we  gave  for  the  whole, 
could  lessen  the  specie  which  we  retain,  it  would 
be  a little  difficult  to  explain. 

Another  characteristic  of  the  proposed  tariff,  is 
its  raising  the  duty  on  ai’ticles  which  had  been 
lowered  in  the  act  of  1816,  because  from  their 
small  bulk,  in  proportion  to  their  value,  it  had  been 
found  impracticable  to  prevent  their  being  smug- 
gled into  the  country.  Watches,  jewellery,  and 
laces,  had,  among  other  ax’ticles,  been  reduced  to 
7 1-2  per  cent.  The  reduction  had  been  proposed 
by  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  and  adopted  by 
the  house  on  this  ground.  Had  any  examination 
into  the  fact  been  made  by  the  committee  of  manu- 
factures? They  had  raised  other  articles  also 
which  were  known  even  at  the  jU’esent  duties  to 
have  been  introduced  clandestinely — for  instance, 
coffee  from  5 to  6 cents,  segars  from  2 1-2  to  5 dol- 
lars. A large  class  of  articles,  of  which  the  supply 
is  almost  exclusively  afibrded  by  the  industry  of 


the  country,  and  on  which  an  increased  duty,  if  it 
has  any  effect  at  all,  can  only  have  that  of  unne- 
cessarily increasing  the  price,  is  taxed  in  the  pro- 
posed tarifl'con.siderable  higher  than  now.  Thu.s, 
carriages  and  furniture  are  raised  from  30  to  35 
per  cent,  boots  from  1 1-2  to  2 dollars;  candles  froni 

3 to  5 cents;  molasses  from  5 to  10  cents;  nails  from 

4 to  5;  soap  from  3 to  4;  brown  sugar  from  3 to  4. 
He  mightmake  the  list  much  longer. 

It  might  have  been  expected  that  articles  essen- 
tial to  the  equipment  of  ships  would  have  been 
protected  from  an  increase  of  duties  by  a double 
motive.  As  materials  of  our  most  important  manu- 
facture, they  were,  entitled  to  the  favor  of  the  com- 
mittee; but  there  was,  in  regard  to  some  of  them, 
another  reason  for  light  duties — that  it  was  neces- 
sary to  prevent  the  practice  of  ships  being  sent 
out  imperfectly  equipped  and  completing  their 
equipment  in  foreign  ports.  Even  under  the  pre- 
sent duties  this  was  sometimes  done.  The  com- 
mittee, however,  had  disregarded  both  these  con- 
siderations. As  instances  of  this,  iron  in  bars  was 
raised  from  75  cents  to  1 25;  iron  spikes  from  3 to 
4;  hemp  from  150  to  250;  tarred  cables  and  cor- 
dage from  3 to  4.  The  tendency  of  the  whole  sys- 
tem to  discourage  our  commerce  with  foreign  na- 
tions, and  by  making  returns  more  difficult  to  sink 
yet  lower  the  price  of  every  article  of  our  pro- 
duce, could  not  be  disguised.  He  would  not  enlarge 
upon  it;  but  he  could  not  sit  down  without  advert- 
ing to  a consideration  on  which  the  house  could 
not  reflect  too  seriously. 

The  best  security  for  the  fair  collection  of  the 
revenue  was  to  be  found  in  the  force  of  public  opi- 
nion. The  activity  of  our  little  navj%  if  it  were  to 
be  employed  in  such  a service,  would  furnish  but  a 
poor  substitute  for  it  In  the, fair  collection  of  the 
public  revenue  the  interests  as  well  as  the  princi- 
ples of  our  citizens  co-operated  with  the  efforts  of 
the  general  government.  They  knew  that  they 
must  contribute  to  the  support  of  that  government 
and  tlie  imposts  was  the  easiest  mode  of  contTflDu- 
tion:  To  evade  it  was  to  defraud  the  government 
of  its  just  dues,  and  to  expose  themselves  to  the 
necessity  of  a much  more  inconvenient  cojitribu- 
tion.  But  could  it  be  expected,  when  the  object  of 
duties  was  not  to  obtain  revenue,  but  to  enhance 
the  profits  of  a particular  class  of  society,  that  the 
same  scmples  would  prevail  universally?  In  pur- 
chasing an  article  intended  to  be  prohibited,  the 
loss  would  fall  upon  the  manufacturer,  who  might 
be  considered  as  the  object  of  unjust  and  inordinate 
favor,  rather  than  upon  the  revenue.  The  law 
ought  to  be  obeyed  because  it  was  the  law.  But 
for  himself  he  had  no  hesitation  in  expressing  the 
opinion  that  tlie  present  duties,  enfoi’ced  as  they 
were  by  a general  approbation  of  their  objects, 
furnished  a much  better  encouragement  to  the 
manufacturer  than  hi.gher  duties  Avhicli  should  be 
belived  by  half  the  nation  to  be  partial  and  unjust. 

Mr  L.  said  that  he  knew  he  had  trespassed 
quite  unreasonably  upon  the  time  of  tlie  House, 
but  he  believed  ti>e  bill  under  consideration  to  be 
injurious  to  the  government,  oppressive  to  the  peo- 
ple, and  dangerous  to  the  stability  of  manufacturing 
industry. 


Foreign  Articles. 

GRKAT  J'.rtlTAIX  AND  I«KT.AXn. 

Itondun  dates  of  JS'lay  3. 

King  George  the  fourth  has  caused  it  to  be  o-fi- 
cially  announced  in  the  London  GazeUe,  that  his 
birthday  shall  ip  future  be  celebrated  on  the  24th 
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«f  April,  instead  of  Oie  12th  of  August,  the  actual 
day  of  his  nativity.  [’I'he  cause  of  llus  is  presum- 
ed to  be,  the  season  - In  April,  the  court  party  is  in 
t^xvn — in  August,  generally  i,u  the  country.] 

The  celebrated  Artiuir  Voung  died  at  London  on 
the  13th  .\pril, aged  8(1  years. 

Lord  Byron  is  just  hnishing  a poem  on  the  barbar- 
ous conduct  of  his  cuunUyinen  to  the  people  of  Par- 

It  is  intimated  that  a negociation  is  going  on  be- 
tween  two  illusinoii>i  persons,  whicli  will  probably 
result  in  the  continuance  of  the  lady  (the  queen) 
abroad. 

The  merchants  of  London,  engaged  in  trade  witli 
Sp.ain,  lately  gave  a .splendid  dinner  in  honor  of  the 
re% oiution  in  that  country.  One  of  tlieir  toasts  was 
<tthe  honorable  Mr.  ForsyUh,  United  States’  am- 
bassador at  Madritl;”  who  was  thii^  noticed,  we 
suppose,  necausc  he  promptly  congratulated  Ferdi- 
nand on  liis  acceptance  of  the  cowstitutiou. 

Ireland  is  still  disturbed  - the  spirit  of  insubor- 
dination  spr-ears  to  be  extending. 

A considerable  part  of  the  population  of  Lancas- 
shire,  .ln  which  Manchester  and  several  other  great 
manufacturing  towns  are  located,  are  of  the  Roman 
catholic  religion.  A person,  signing  himself  “J. 
Milner,  1).  L).  Vic.  Ap.  'lid.  Dist.”  has  jmblished 
yu  address,  c^ted  at  Wolverhampton,  Oct.  28, 
1819,  to  check  the  “.spreading  infection  of  turbu- 
lency  and  revolution.”  He  exhorts  the  clergy  of 
his  church  to  vigilance,  because  ‘ten  thousand  of 
our  heroic  bretb  reu— priests  of  the  catholic  church,” 
sultered  “martyrdom”  in  France — but  he  neg-lects 
to  tell  the  people  that  this  church  was  the  national 
one  in.that  country.  He  feebly  complains,  however, 
that  a few  penal  laws  remained  to  distinguish  the 
catholics  from  the  other  good  subjects  of  the  king. 

Tlie  London  Times,  of  .\pril  14,  states,  that  Mrs. 
Klarrick,  relict  of  the  late  David  Garrick,  esq.  visited 
Drury  Lane  theatre  on  Saturday  night,  to  witness 
the  performance  of  the  “broad  farcical  pantomi- 
mical  drama,  Shahspeare  versus  Hanleq  nin’^  whicli 
v.  Hs  written  by  lier  celebrated  husband — She  was 
handed  from  her  carriage  to  her  box  by  Mr.  -Ellis- 
ifjix — she  is  now  in  the  108th  year  of  her  age. 

A man  publicly  sold  his  wife  at  London  on  the 
28lli  of  April — she  had  a halter  round  her  neck, 
uiid  was  disposed  of  according  to  law! 

A petition  to  parliament  is  cirevdating  in  London 
requesting  a repeal  of  the  existing  laws  relative  to 
trade  and  navigation;  and  praying  that  ships  of  all 
nations  may  be  admitted  free  into  the  United  King- 
dom, under  the  same  regulations  as  British  vessels. 

The.  ad  valorem  duty,  on  British  manufactured 
goods,  exported  from  Liverpool,  amounted,  for  the 
first  quarter  of  the  year  1819,  to  upwards  of  13,0001. 
For  the  hrst  quarter  of  1820,  the  amount  was  only 
5,700/.  A great  ialling  off,  indeed. 

Average  price  of  grain  in  F.ngland  and  Wales 
from  tl'.e  returns,  up  to  15th  April,  wheat  69s  2d; 
Rve,  41s  9d;  barley,  36s  5d. 

[Grain  at  tliese  prices,  would  afford  a fine  market 
for  the  siirplu-s  product  of  the  United  States-~but 
England  will  not  receive  our  bread  stuffs;  she  pre- 
fers tolceep  up,  and  to  a most  unreasonable  extent, 
the  market  for  lier  own  agriculturists  ] 

Stor.W — ■Vpril  29.  3 ]>er  cent.  cons.  68  5-8. 

American  6’s,  101^  a 103;  do.  3’a  66}.  U.  S.  bank 
sliares  22/. 

'J'ri  'hfor  hi^h  treason.  Sentence  of  death  was 
passed  on  I’hist ’(^vood,  fngs,  Ib'unt,  I'icld  and  Da- 
vidson, on  the  23di  of  April,  to  be  executed  ear- 
ly in  May.  They  were  to  be  hung,  tl'.en  be  be- 
/i-adc'd  and  quartered.  It  itj  eaid4h;^t  they  exhibit- 


ed “a  sort  of  enthusiastic  bravery,  and  expressed  a 
pride  in  iiaviug  an  ppportunity  to  lay  down  their 
lives  in  the  cause  of  tVeedoui.”  I'he  other  six  per- 
sons pleaded  guiity,  and  were  respfeed  during  the 
pleasure  of  the  king. 

The  editor  of  Uie  London  Observerhas  been  fin- 
ed 5001.  for  publishing  an  account  of  tlie  proceed- 
ings on  the  trial  of  thosp  persons,  Ijefore  the  ter- 
mination of  their  cases. 

We  have  copies  of  the  speeches  of  Thistlewood 
and  otliers,  y^hen  the  usual  question  was  asked, 
“what  liave  you  to  say  that  you  sliould  not  receive 
judgment  to  die,  according  to  law?”  Thistle- 
wood’s  is  an  able  one — it  has  all  the  stren,gth  and 
firmness  of  that  wddeh  the  inestimable  Emmet  deli- 
vered on  a similar  occasion,  though  destitute  of  the 
aame  degree  of  polished  eloquence  and  magnifi- 
cence of  design.  He  said,  that  the  question  wa.s  a 
mockery — it  bad  been  determined  by  Castlereagh 
and  Sidmoutb  that  he  should  die,  and  the  court 
was  merely  the  agent  to  execute  liira;  he  affirmed 
that  his  trial  had  been  unfair— that  he  had  witnes- 
ses ready  to  prove  tlie  infamous  character  of  those 
who  testified  against  him,  who  could  not  be  heard, 
and  declared  that  he  was  about  to  be  murdered  by 
the  court.  The  narrative  of  Ids,  meeting  with  a 
wretcli  named  Edwards  is  exceedingly  intei'esting. 
This  fellow,  who  was  doubtless  in  Ui’e  pay  of  tlie 
government,  seems  to  have  been  really  the  chief  of 
the  plot-— the  great  advocate  of  assassination;  wlio 
proposed  the  burning  of  London  and  supplied  the 
deluded  people  with  arms,  &c.  But  shall  pub- 
lish the  proceedings  at  length,  to  shew  the  machine- 
ry of  a monarchy;  and  are  irresistibly  led  to) the 
conclusion,  that,  though  Thistlewood  and  his  asso- 
ciates were  criminal,  they  were  directed  to  that 
point  which  is  to  terminate  their  existence  by  au 
agent  of  government.  We  easily  believe  this,  be- 
cause we  know  that  a scoundrel  named  Oliver, 
in  such  pay,  was  at  the  head  of  several  meetings 
and  mobs  a little  while  ago;  and  tliat  dm-ing  the  “re- 
bellion” in  Ireland,  many  were  paid  to  sw  ear  to  any 
thing  which  the  attorney  general  required,  for  the 
conviction  of  an  offensive  person, 

Emigralion.  It  appears  by  some  remarks  of  the 
chancellor  of  the  exchecpier,  that  the  5'J,000/.  ap- 
propriated by  the  last  parliament  to  assist  personti 
disposed  to  emigrate  to  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope, 
and  more,  liad  been  expen4ed  in  the  transport  of 
5,000  persons.  That  the  British  N.  A.  province^ 
were  over-loaded  with  emigrants,  and  that  tlie 
strongest  renionstrances  on  the  subject  had  been 
received  from  the  government  of  Canada. 

Ancient  mages!  A London  paper  of  the  iStli  o^ 
April,  gives  the  following  barbarous  account  of  a 
marriage.  Now,  as  the  man  thus  took  a wife  to  get 
clear  of  the  debts  ofiierlormer  husband,  so  lie  may 
legally  release  himself  from  the  liability  to  pay  any 
contracted  by  her,  by  putting  a rope  round  her 
neck  and  selling  her  in  the  public  market!  , 

“The  following' singular  marriage  took  place  at 
Milford  church,  liampshire,  on  the  30th  March.  A 
man  named  Richard  Wren,  being  inclined  to  take 
unto  himself  a wife,  selected  as  tlie  object  of  his 
choice  a buxom  widow,  named  Moody,  who  un- 
fortunately had  been  left  by  her  former  liusband  iu 
embarrassed  circumstances,  andas  the  lover  declin- 
ed discharging  tlie  debts,  tlie  lady,  rather  than  fore- 
go tlie  opportunity  of  being  again  united  in  wed- 
lock’s bands,  was  married  in  no  other  garment 
whatever  than  her  chemise;  which,  in  that  part  of 
the  country,  is  considered  a receipt  in  full  of  all  de- 
1 mands  on  th^  estate  of  a decease4  husband” 
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British  cxpoi'ts.  The  following-  is  the  quantity  of 
white  and  plain  calicoes,  exported  from  Great  Kri- 
■^aiifduring  each  ofthe  following- years:  1 814, 50,928,- 
174;  1815,  66,669,930;  1816,  50;251,102;  1817,  63,- 
525,555. 

Kind’s  speech,  April  27. 

“vl'y  lords  and  gmtleinev,~^^l  have  talced  the  ear- 
liest occasion  of  assembling-  you  here,  after  having- 
recuiTed  to  the  sense  ofji-iy  people. 

“In  meeting  you  personally  for  the  first  time  since 
the  death  of  my  beloved  father,  I am  anxious  to  as- 
sure you  that  1 shall  always  continue  to  imitate  his 
great  example  in  unceasing  attention  to  the  public 
interests,  and  in  paternal  solicitude  for  the  welfare 
and  happiness  of  all  classes  of  my  subjects. 

“I  have  received  from  foreign  powers  renewed 
assurances  of  their  friendly  disposition,  and  of  their 
earnest  desire  to  cultivate  with  me  the  relations 
of  peace  and  amity 

*^Gentleme7i  of  the  house  of  commons, — The  esti- 
mates for  the  present  year  tvill  be  laid  before  you. 

*‘  f hey  have  been  framed  upon  principles  of 
«;trict  economy;  but  it  ls  to  me  matter  of  the  deep- 
est regret  that  the  state  of  the  country  has  not  al- 
lowed me  to  dispense  with  those  additions  to  our  | stored. 


“I  trust  that  an  awakened  sense  of  the  clangers 
W'hich  they  have  incurred,  and  of  the  arts  which 
have  been  employed  to  seduce  them,  will  bring 
back  by  far  the  greaterpait  of  those  who  have  been 
unhappily  led  astray,  and  will  revive  in  them  that 
spirit  of  loyalty,  that  due  subnnssion  to  the  lawf^, 
and  that  attachment  to  the  constitution,  which  svrb- 
sists  unabated  in  the  I»earts  of  the  great  body  of 
the  people,  and  whicli,  under  the  blessing  of  di« 
vine  Providence,  have  secured  to  tlie  Pritish  na- 
tion the  enjoyment  of  a larger  share  of  practical 
freedom,  as  well  as  of  prosperity  and  happiness, 
than  have  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  nation  in  the 
world.*’ 

FRAXCE. 

A letter,  lately  received  at  Philadelphia  from 
Paris,  says,  “there  is  no  longer  any  security  for  our 
persons — lettres  de  catchet  are  revived,  and  liberty 
is  no  longer  enjoyed  in  France;  to  enjoy  that  bless- 
ing we  can  look  no  where  but  to  the  United  States. 
or  to  Spain.” 

Books  and  pamphlets  are  seized  in  France — “ft 
ATTuouTTV;”  and  editors  and  publishers  are  arrest- 
i ed  for  unknown  causes!  .“TVie  Bourbons  are  re* 


military  force  which  I announced  at  the  commence 
ment  of  the  last  session  of  parliament. 

“The  first  object  to  which  your  attention  will  be 
directed,  is  the  provision  to  be  made  for  the  support 
of  the  civil  government,  and  of  the  honor  and  dig- 
nity of  the  crown. 

“I  leave  entirely  at  yoirr  disposal,  my  interest  in 
the  hereditary  revenues;  and  1 cannot  deny  myself 
the  gratification  of  declaring  th-at  s6  far  from  deiiif- 
ing  any  arrangement  which  might  leau  to  the  impo- 
sition of  new  burdens  upon  my  people,  or  even 
might  diminish,  on  my  account,  the  amount  of  the 
reductions  incident  to  my  accession  to  the  throne, 

I can  h-ave  no  wish,  under  circumstances  like  the 
present,  that  any  addition  whatever  should  be  made 
to  the  settlement  adopted  by  parliament  in  the 
year  1816. 

iMp  lords  and  gentlemen, — Deeply  as  I regret  that 
tiife  machinations  and  designs  of  the  disaffected 
should  have  led,  in  some  parts  of  the  country,  to 
acts  of  open  violence  and  insurrection,  I cannot  but 
express  my  satisfaction  at  the  promptitude  with 
-which  those  attempts  have  been  suppressed  by  the 
vigilance  and  activity  of  the  magistrates,  and  by 
the  zealous  co-operation  of  all  those  of  my  subjects 
whose  exertions  have  been  called  forth  to  support 
the  authority  of  the  laws. 

“The  wisdom  and  firmness  manifested  by  the  late 
parliament,  and  the  due  execution  of  the  laws,  have 
-.greatly  contributed  to  restore  confidence  through- 
out the  kingdom;  and  to  discounten-ance  those  prin- 
ciples of  sedition  and  irreligion  which  had  been 
disseminated  with  such  malignant  perseverance, 
and  had  poisoned  the  minds  of  the  ignorant  and  un- 
wary. 

“I  rely  upon  the  oontinued  support  of  parliament 
in  my  determination  to  maintain,  by  all  the  means 
entrusted  to  my  hands,  the  public  safety  and  tran- 
quility. 

“Deploring,  as  we  all  must,  the  distress  which 
still  unhappily  prevails  among  many  of  the  laboring 
classes  of  the  community,  and  anxiously  looking  for- 
ward to  its  removal  or  mitigation,  it  is  in  the  mean 
time  our  common  duty,  elTectually  to  protect  the 
loyal,  the  peaceable,  and  the  industrious  against 
those  practices  of  turbulence  and  intimidation,  by 
which  the  period  of  relief  can  only  be  deferred,  and 
■ by  which  the  pressure  of  the  distress  li.as  been  in- 
calculably aggravated. 


Louvel,  the  assassin  of  the  duke  of  Berri,  main- 
tains astonishing  firmness,  and  speaks  with  coolness; 
of  his  crime,  rejoicing  in  its  accomplishment.  Ho 
looks  calmly  towards  his  punishment,  and  sleeps 
soundly! 

Legislation.  The  following  is  another  curious 
specimen  of  the legisl-ation  of  France; 

In  the  French  chamber  of  deputies,  Mr.  Linot 
made  a report  and  read  the  petition  of  a person 
named  I.  C.  Harbaud,  formerly  a judge  of  the  civiH 
tribunal  of  the  bar.  He  solicits  from  your  patriot- 
ism [laughs  and  murmurs,]  and  from  your  foresight,, 
a law  enacting  that,  in  case  of  the  death,  the  sur- 
render, or  the  deprivation  of  a king  of  France,  ail 
public  functions  should  be  suspended  till  the  cham- 
ber of  deputies  should  give  an  order  to  the  con- 
trary. 

'i'he  petition  caused  considerable  commotion  in 
the  chamber.  Some  of  the  members  thought  the 
petitioner  a madman,  whilst  others  considered  him 
one  of  those  persons,  who,  under  the  pretext  of 
I serving  the  cause  of  liberty,  endeavor  to  overturn 
tlie  monarchy  and  to  break  asunder  all  the  ties  of 
society.  Mr.  Linot  proposed  to  refer  the  case  to 
the  law  departments,  for  the  purpose  of  a public 
prosecution,  to  which  Benjamin  Constant  gave  his 
hearty  support.  He  considered  the  petition  in  a 
different  light  from  Mr.  I/mot.  It  was,  in  his  opi- 
nion, only  a part  of  a plan  vviilcli  he  had  long  bb- 
served,  to  throw  odium  and  ridicule  on  the  right 
of  petition. 

M.  Cornet  dTneourt  looked  upon  the  petitioner 
as  an  undisciplined  soldier,  who  had  fired  before 
order. 

court  of  justic 

M.  de  Marceilus  saw  in  the  petition  of  Harbaud, 
the  enemies  of  the  altar  aiid  the  throne,  walking 
openly  abroad,  and  no  longer  taking  the  pains  to 
disguise  their  blasphemy  against  Heaven.  [A 
laugh.]  He  would  repeat,  that  to  attack  the  king 
was  to  blaspheme  religion;  for,  in  the  words  of  the 
heroine  of  France,  *Hhe  king  of  France  is  the  lieu- 
tenant  of  the  King  of  Heaven.” 

7'he  petition  was  unanimously  referred  to  the 
keeper  of  the  seals. 

SPAIN. 

It  is  stated  that  the  brave  regiment  which  fired 
upon  the  women  and  children  of  Cadiz,  have  em- 
bodied and  rescUv%>l  to  defend  themseives,  if  an. 


and  thought  the  matter  a fit  subject  for  a 
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aitempt  is  made  to  punish  them  or  compel  them 
to  accept  the  constitution.  In  this  determination, 
two  other  regiments  are  reported  to  be  united  with 
them. 

A Paris  journal,  of  the  22d,  contains  the  fol’ow- 
, ing  : “The  cabinet  of  S<  . James  lias  replied  to  the 
official  notification  of  the  changes  recently  produc- 
ed in  the  government  of  Spain,  that  it  sees  with 
pleasure  the  adoption  of  a system  wliich  England 
Iiad  long  considered  useful,  and  even  necessary,  for 
the  welfare  of  the  Spanish  nation.” 

A letter  from  Malaga,  under  date  of  April  iTth, 
announces  the  arrival  at  that  place  of  the  patriots 
Garcia  Heneros,  Zorraquin^  JMartinex  de  la  Rosa  and 
from  the  gallies,  off  the  coast  of  Africa. 
It  is  imiiossible,  says  the  letter,  to  paint  the  joy 
with  which  they  were  received.  A triumphal  car 
was  prepared;  all  the  bells  were  in  rnotion,  and 
there  were  frequent  discharges  of  artillery.  The 
banquets,  balls,  and  fetes,  are  not  yet  over. 

IIUSSIA. 

Retersbiirv,  March  8.  The  following  are  the  chief 
residts  of  the  commercial  intercourse  of  Russia, 
with  foreign  countries,  during  the  year  1819,  and 
the  ports  and  frontier  places  of  the  empire  Total 
importation  amounted  to  167  millions  roubles;  to- 
tal exportation  210,559,343  rouble^.  Import  and 
expert,  39,793,340  roubles  in  bank  notes.  At  St. 
‘Petersburg  the  importation  was  110,607,315  rou- 
bles—-and  the  exportation  85  millions.  Rig'a — im- 
port, 10,532,560  roubles;  export  42,738,375.  Odes- 
sa—import,  5,254,233  roubles;  export,  14,016,809 
roubles.  Archangel — imports,  442,403  roubles; 
export,  9,031,088  roubles.  The  trade  is  carried 
on  in  28  sea-ports,  and  41  custom  houses  on  the 
land  frontiers.  Ships  arrived,  4,809 — ditto  sailed, 
4,786:  of  which  at  Cronstadt  arrived,  1,061;  sailed, 
1,060;  at  Riga,  arrived  1298;  sailed  1,298; — at  Odes- 
.sa,  arrived  671,  sailed  662^  at  Archangel,  arrived 
306,  sailed  250.  The  above  statement  includes 
the  Russian  trade  with  America,  as  well  as  with 
Europe. 

J A PAST. 

The  population  of  Japan,  though  a country  with 
which  the  other  parts  of  the  world  have  but  little 
intercourse,  is  estimated  at  55  to  60  millions.  The 
city  of  Jeddo  alone  contains  280,000  houses,  and 
probably  little  short  of  ten  millions  of  inhabitants. 
The  number  of  their  blind  is  rated  at  36,000. 

WEST  INDIES. 

One  of  the  royal  gazettes  of  Hayti  is  completely 
occupied  witii  a list  of  newly  created  nobility. 
Amongthem,  the  duke  of  Fort  Royal  is  elevated  to 
the  dignity  of  prince  royal,  with  the  title  of  prince 
Joachim;  and  his  high  eminence  and  right  reverend 
Jean  de  Dieu  Gonzales,  to  the  dignity  of  duke  of 
Gonzales  and  the  Palmes;  several  barons  to  be  mar- 
shals dc  camp,  See. 

President  Boyer  has  succeeded  in  completely 
suppressing  the  insurrection  which  has  lor  se- 
veral years  desolated  a part  of  the  republic  of 
llayti.  It  commenced  in  1807,  soon  after  the  fall 
of  Dessalincs,  and  has  since  been  cherished  by 
Christophe.  It  was  the  refuge  of  the  disalfected, 
who  had  a strong  hold  in  the  interior,  and  frequent- 
ly ravaged  the  sea-coast  for  sixty  leagues  in  extent. 
Petion  had  in  vain  attempted  to  subdue  the  insur- 
gents, but  Boyer  has  put  them  down — cut  off  the 
iie.ads  of  sixteen  of  the  chiefs,  and  exposed  them 
at  Jeremie,  placed  on  pikes. 

The  British  p.ay  only  7 per  cent,  duty  at  Port  au 
J*rince,  but  the  Americans  pay  12.  American  flour, 
imported  into  Liverpool,  pays  70  cents — but  if  di- 
rect from  the  United  States,  |gl.20  per  barrel. 


Owing  to  the  drought,  it  is  said  that  Tortola,* 
which  generally  makes  nearly  3000  hhds  of  sugar, 
will  not  make  more  than  250.  Canes  have  been 
put  in  the  ground  three  times.  The  inhabitants, 
and  especially  the  slaves,  are  suffering  exceeding- 
A project  is  on  foot  at  this  island,  to  colonize 
Crab  island,  which  lies  7 or  8 miles  to  windward  of 
Porto  Rico.  It  is  said  to  be  a rich  anci  delightful 
spot— 20  miles  long  and  8 broad,  and  capable  of 
producing  25  or  30,000  hhds.  of  sugar.  It  is  yet 
tinsettlcd,  except  by  a few  wood  cutters — but  its 
sovereignty  is  claimed  by  the  British,  Spanish  and 
Dutch  governments. 

SOUTH  AMEHICA. 

The  following  official  article  will  explain,  in  a 
satisfactory  manner,  the  nature  of  the  recent 
cl>anges  in  the  government  of  the  republic  of  La 
Plata : 

Convention  had  and  concluded  between  D.  Ma- 
nuel Saratea,  governor  of  the  province  of  Buenos 
Ayres,  D.  Estainislas  I.opez,  governor  of  Santa" 
Fee,  and  D.  Francisco  Ramriez,  governor  of  Entre 
Rois,  the  23d  day  of  February,  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord,  1820,  for  the  purpose  of  terminating  the  war 
which  had  broken  out  between  the  said  provinces, 
making  provision  for  their  permanent  saciirity,  and 
concentrating  their  forces  and  resources  in  one 
federal  government;  for  which  object  the  following 
articles  have  been  agreed  upon : 

Article  1st.  The  contracting  parties  protest  that 
Uie  wish  of  the  nation,  and  in  particular,  in  the 
provinces  under  their  command,  respecting  the 
sj^stem  of  government  which  ought  to  regulate 
them,  has  been  expressed  in  favor  of  the  confedera- 
tion which  has  been  formed.  But  as  it  is  necessary 
that  it  should  be  declared  by  deputies  nominated 
by  the  free  election,  of  the  people,  it  is  submitted 
to  their  deliberations.  For  this  end  tiiere  shall  be 
elected  by  the  people  of  each  province  its  respec- 
tive representative — the  three  shall  unite  at  the 
convent  of  St.  Lorenzo,  in  the  province  of  Santa 
Fe,  at  the  expiration  of  sixty  days  from  the  ratifi- 
cation of  the  convention.  And  as  they  are  per- 
suaded that  all  the  provinces  of  the  nation  aspire 
at  the  organization  of  a central  governnient,  each 
one  of  the  said  contracting  parties  promises  for  it- 
self to  invite  and  supplicate  them  to  concur  with 
their  respective  deputies,  that  all  that  is  possible 
may  be  done  to  assemble  them  and  to  promote  the 
general  good. 

Article  2d.— Whereas  all  the  causes  have  beetv 
removed  which  involved  the  friendship  and  harmo- 
ny between  the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres,  Entre 
Rios,  and  Santa  Fe,  in  a cruel  and  bloody  war,  to 
gratify  the  ambition  of  men  who  had  usurped  the 
command  of  the  nation,  or  disobeyed  the  instruc- 
tions of  the  people  whom  they  represented  in  con- 
gress— hostilities  shall  cease  from  this  time,  the  bel- 
ligerent divisions  of  Santa  Fe  and  Entre  Rios  shall 
be  returned  to  their  respective  provinces. 

Article  3d. — The  governors  of  Santa  Fe  and  En- 
tre Rios,  for  themselves,  and  in  the  name  of  their 
provinces,  represent  to  the  heroic  province  of  Bue- 
nos Ayres,  the  protector  of  the  nation’s  liberty,  the 
difficult  and  dangerous  situation  to  which  those 
friendly  people  and  themselves  were  reduced  by 
the  threatened  invasion  of  a foreign  power,  which, 
with  considerable  force,  oppresses  the  allied  pro- 
vince of  la  Banda  Oriental.  They  leave  to  the  re- 
flection of  citizens,  so  much  interested  in  national 
independence  and  happiness,  to  calculate  the  sacri- 
fices which  it  will  cost  the  citizens  of  those  provin- 
ces which  are  attacked,  to  resist  an  imposing  arm}V 
wanting  in  resources,  and  expect  from  their  gene^ 
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"'Josity  arivi  patriotism  assistance  proportioned  to  the 
importance  of  the  entcrprize,  confident  of  obtain- 
ing' every  thing  that  is  possible. 

Article  4th.— The  rivers  of  Uruguay  and  Parana 
shall  be  open  to  the  naviption  of  those  vessels 
only  which  belong  to  the  friendly  provinces,  whose 
coasts  are  washed  by  them.  Commerce  shall  con- 
tinue as  before;  such  changes  only  ^;exceptcd  as 
t!ie  contracting  parties  shall  Solicit  from  the  con- 
gress. 

Article  5tii.~Such  individuals  as  have  gone 
from  one  province  to  another,  on  account  of  dif- 
ference of  political  opinions,  shall  be  at  liberty  to 
return  to  their  respective  provinces  even  such  as 
have  taken  arms  and  acted  against  their  country- 
men; they  shall  be  restored  to  their  former  pos- 
sessions and  situations,  and  a veil  siiall  be  drawn 
over  the  past. 

Article  6th. — The  boundaries  between  the  pro- 
vinces shall  be  referred  in  case  of  any  dispute  on 
that  subject,  to  the  general  congress. 

Article  7th.— The  overthrow  of  the  late  ad- 
ministration was  a work  in  conformity  with  the  ge- 
neral voice,  on  account  of  the  repetition  of  crirnes, 
m wiiich  the  liberty  of  the  nation  was  disregarded, 
and  other  excesses  of  an  enormous  magnitude,  that 
must  answer  to  a public  tribunal  which  has  been 
noininated.  This  measure  is  particularly  for  the 
interest  of  the  officers  of  the  federal  army,  who 
can  justify  themselves  by  the  powerful  motives 
which  impelled  them  to  declare  war  against  Buenos 
Ayres  last  November,  and  to  pursue,  besides  the 
liberty  of  the  province  of  Buenos  Ayres,  the  most 
secure  guarantee  of  the  other  United  Provinces. 

Article  8th. — 'I'he  commerce,  arms,  and  muni- 
tions of  war  of  all  sorts,  shall  be  free  in  the  confe- 
derated provinces. 

Article  9th.— The  prisoners  of  war  on  each 
side  shall  be  set  at  liberty  after  the  ratilication  .of 
thisdreaty,  and  be  restored  to  their  respective  ar- 
mies or  provinces. 

Article  10th. — Although  the  contracting  parties 
are  convinced  that  all  the  articles  just  expressed 
are  in  conformity  with  the  sentiments  and  desires 
of  his  excellency  the  captain  general  of  la  Banda 
Ori-ental,  D.  Jose  Artigas,  according  to  what  the 
governor  of  Entre  Rios  has  expressed,  who  de- 
clares himself  to  be  charged  with  private  instruc- 
tions from  the  said  captain  general  referring  to  this 
particular  case;  yet  not  possessing  sufficient  powers 
in  form,  he  has  agreed  to  send  him  a copy  of  this 
act,  as  its  relations  may  contribute  to  the  interests 
of  the  province,  under  his  command,  whose  incor- 
poration with  the  other  confederated  provinces 
will  be  regarded  as  a very  happy  event. 

Article  11th. — At  forty-eight  hours  from  the 
ratification  of  the  convention  by  the  junta  of  elec- 
tors, the  federal  army  shall  begin  to  withdraw  it- 
self to  pass  the  middle  brook — but  having  heard 
of  the  state  of  devastation  to  which  the  province  of 
Buenos  Ayres  has  been  reduced,  by  the  continued 
passage  of  different  troops,  the  said  march  shall  be 
made  in  divisions  of  200  men,  that  the  supplies  for 
the  soldiers  and  horses  may  be  more  equally  ren- 
dered, and  that  the  country  may  suffer  less.  De- 
siring that  the  generals  may  meet  with  no  inconve- 
ifience  nor  want  of  provisions  to  themselves  nor 
their  troops,  the  governor  of  Buenos  Ayres  shall 
nominate  an  individual,  who  with  this  object  shall 
^ccompnny  them  to  the  line  of  division. 

Ai’ticle  12th. — At  the  end  of  two  days  or  soon- 
er if  possible,  this  convention  shall  be  ratified  by 
the  honorable  junta  of  representatives. 


Done  in  la  Capillade  Pilar,  the  23d  Feb.  1820.  * 
(Signed)  . MANUEL  DE  SARATE A. 

FRANCISCO  RAMIREZ. 

ESTaNISLAS  LOPEZ. 

The  junta  of  representative  electors  approved 
and  ratified  the  preceding  articles  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
i at  2 o’clock  of  the[afterncon  of  the  24  th  of  February. 
Thomas  Manuel'Anchorena,  Antonio  Jose  de  Esca- 
lade, Mann  el  Luis  de  Oliden,  Juan  Jose  Cristovai 
de  Anchorena,  Vicenta  Lopez,  Victorie  Garcia  de 
Zuniga,  Sebastian  de  Lecica,  Manuel  Obligado. 

True  copy,  OBLIGADO. 


CHROiNlCLE. 


Major  general  Scott  arrived  at  Buffalo  about  the 
20th  of  May,  on  a military  tour. 

The  U.  S.  ship  John  Adams  has  arrived  at  Nor- 
folk, from  Rio  de  la  Plata,  via  the  West  Indies. 

The  U.  S.  brig  EinterpHze,  capt.  Kearney,  has  ar- 
rived at  Charleston,  last  from  Havana,  where  capt. 
K.  obtained  the  release  of  some  Americans  confined 
for  political  offences. 

Died,  at  Freeport,  Columbia  county,  Pennsylva- 
nia, on  the  23d  April  last,  colonel  JbAji  Clark,  aged 
69 — a valiant  soldier  of  the  revolution. 

Baltimore.  Our  noble  building,  the  exchange, 
was  regularly  opened  for  business  last  week,  and 
the  great  hall  was  filled  with  our  most  important 
dealing  men,  who  have  agreed  to  meet  at  a certain 
hour  in  each  day,  for  the  despatch  of  business.  It 
is  said  to  be  one  of  the  handsomest  establishments 
of  the  kind  in  the  world.  Its  elegant  dome  excites 
universal  admiration. 

Sunday  schools — 9000  children  receive  education 
at  the  several  Sunday  schools  in  the  city  of  New 
York. 

Five  hundred  dollars,  in  notes  of  the  State  Bank 
of  Georgia,  were  advertised  to  be  sold  at  public 
auction, ybr  .'f/jcczV,  in  lots  to  suit  purchasers,  in  front 
of  the  exchange.  Savannah,  on  the  24th  ult. 

Gallant  affair!  A person  had  an  exhib’ition  of  wax 
figures  at  York,  U.  C.  Among  them  was  one  of 
,rnaj.  gen.  Jackson.  It  was  “highly  offensive,  not 
particularly  to  the  inhabitants  of  York,  but  to  every 
British  subject,  whose  heart  beat  in  unison  with 
loyalty  to  his  sovereign/’  and  so  they  assembled 
with  direful  intent,  bravely  seized  upon  the  poor 
waxen  figure,  and  with  infinite  courage,  “hung  it  »s 
high  as  Hainan.”  Really — really,  this  is  too  small. 

The  navy.  Three  ships  ofthe  line  are  now  lying 
in  the  harbor  of  New  York — 'i'he  Washington, 
Franklin  and  Ohio, — the  latter  just  launched.  I'he 
Independence  is  at  Boston,  and  the  Columbus  in 
the  Mediterranean.  Four  others  are  nearly  ready 
to  launch — one  at  Portsmouth,  one  at  Charlestown, 
near  Boston,  one  at  Philadelphia,  and  one  at  Gos- 
port, near  Norfolk,  Several  44-gun  frigates  are 
in  considerable  forwardness.  Tlie  equitable  mode 
adopted  for  the  naming  of  our  ships  of  the  line, 
though  it  may  sometimes  wound  a local  pride,  must 
needs  be  accepted  as  the  best  plan  that  could  have 
been  pursued  to  quiet  local  jealousies. 

^^Bnels  at  Gibraltar.’*  Under  this  liead  we  have 
a long  account  of  some  hostile  proceedings  between 
certain  officers  of  our  squadron  in  the  Mediterra- 
nean, and  otliers  ofthe  British  garrison  at  Gibral- 
tar. For  several  years  past,  unpleasant  disputed 
which  sometimes  terminated  fatally,  have  occurred; 
and  recently  a duel  was  fought  between  lieutenant 
Downing,  of  the  Guerriere,  and  a lieut.  Smith  or’ 
the  27th  British  regiment.  The  latter  was  wound  - 
jed  three  times  and  severely—fhe  femier  was  un- 
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hurt.  The  affair  caused  so  great  an  excitement, . N'tio-York  theatre.  We  neglected  to  notice  tli6 
that  governor  Don  interdicted  all  intercourse  be- j conflagration  of  this  extensive  establishment  on 
tween  the  squadron  and  the  garrison  But  one!  the  morning  of  the  25th  ult.  I'he  play  of  the  pre- 
Smulay  morning,  when  captain  ; hompson,  of  the 'ceding  evening  had  been  numerously  attended — 
tiuerriere,  was  in  his  cabin  with  his  wife  and  child,  jani  at  25  mwnites  past  1 o’clock  tlie  fire  was  seen 
»\nexpecting  company,  *(  capt.  Johnson  and  a doc-  bursiing  through  the  roof,  believed  to  have  been 
tor  of  the  bMh  regiment,  both  strangers,  were  sud-  caused  ;jy  accident.  It  was  totally  destroyed,,  with 
dcnly  introduced— and  without  any  dereniony,  in  | the  chief  part  of  its  contents — the  aggregate  loss 
the  presence  of  Mrs.  Thompson,  addressed  capt.  T,  j was  nearly  200,000  dollars 

as  follows:  “It  is  asserted  on  shore,  and  is  general-  Great  crop.  A Mr.  Rlakeman,  at  Silver  creek, 

ly  believed,  that  it  is  your  wish  to  give  a national  j Indiana,  has  published  tiiat  he  raised  last  year  1350 
lone  to  the  quarrels  between  yourouicers  and  those  ! bushels  of  shelled  corn  on  ten  acres  of  newly  turned 
of  the  garrison:  at  least  it  is  tliought  so  by  our  re-  j prairie  laud. 

giment:  our  officers  began  the  war  with  the  Ame- 1 kVestern  navigairon.  The  .Louisiana  Advertiser, 
rican  officers,  and  we  are  resolved  to  go  through  {of  the  6th  of  May,  gives  the  names  and  destination 
with  it,  and  finish  it.  Accordingly,  sir,  I arn  charg-  j of  tvienty -three  steam  boats  then  lying  in  the  port  of* 
ed  to  present  you  the  compliments  of  major  Dick- i New  Orleans! 

son  of  the  64th,  and  beg  you  will  do  him  the  favor]  Rhode  Island  has  received  of  the  United  Statesf 
to  give  him  a meeting  on  the  neutral  ground  this  af-j  the  sum  of  ^15,000,  towards  defraying  the  ex- 
ternoon  at  4 o’clock,  at  two  paces,  and  I offer  the  penditures  for  military  services  in  the  late  war, 
same  terms  to  your  lieutenant.  Downing.  You  are  I The  thrifty  little  state  of  Rhode  Island  is,  at  thl& 
very  successfnl  at  your  own  distance;  you  may  not  jtimej  the  most  prosperous  of  any  in  the  union,  not- 
be  so  at  ours.”  By  this  time  Mrs.  Thompson  was  w^itlistanding  the  multitude  of  small  banking  insti- 
in  fits,  and  lier  little  daughter  screaming  with  fright.  Mutions  that  abound  there,  from  the  force  of  domes- 


Capt.  Thompson  complained  that  they  had  done 
him  great  injustice,  in  imputing  to  him  feelings  or 
wishes  in  any  degree  hostile  to  the  British  officers; 
disclaimed  ever  having  expressed  or  entertained 
the  wish  ascribed  to  him:  but  all  that  he  could  say, 

. availed  nothing — the  fight  was  urged  upon  him 
willi  great  warmth,  and  he  said.  If  you  will  force 
me  into  tliis  controvej.sy  against  my  wishes,  and  un- 
der this  disavowal  of  mine,  I will  enter  into  it  and 
upon  your  own  plan.  You  have  singled  me  out  as 
the  principal  object  of  resentment  and  attack, 
merely  because  I command  the  ship  to  which  lieut. 
Downing  is  attached,  and  you  are  resolved  to  an-ay 
all  the  officers  of  the  64th,  and  bring  mine  to  the 
field  against  them.  I claim  the  right,  as  the  party 
assailed,  to  select  my  antagonist:  I take  the  ,com 
iniuuler  of  your  regiment,  col.  Al’Combe;  now  bring 
him  to  the  field  as  soon  as  you  please;  I am  ready 
TO  meet  him  on  your  own  terms.  This  was  object- 
ed, because  M’Combe  was  an  old  man,  and  a man  of 
family — but  the  reply  was,  “he  is  not  an  old  man, 
and  you  have  paid  no  respect  to  me  as  a man  of 
family.”  Lieutenants  Gordon  and  Dulany,  of  the 
Guevrici’c,  now  claimed  major  Dickson  and  the 
bearer  of  the  message,  capt.  Johnson,  and  offered 


tic  industry  applied  to  manufactures;  which,  m 
despite  of  every  obstacle,  is  in  a condition  that 
must  be  considered  a happy  one,  compared  with 
fhatoT  mo.st  other  places;  a most  rigid  economy,  in 
some  measure,  supplying  the  want  of  public  protec- 
tion, except  in  the  people  themselves — who  chiefly 
consume  the  products  of  their  respective  neigh- 
borhoods. The  balance  of  trade  is  generally  in  fi- 
vor  of  the  state,  and  the  want  of  specie  is  not  felt  by 
those  who  have  a right  to  demand  it,  for  tire  banks 
are  in  a very  comfortable  state. 

Vermont.  The  following  gentlemen  have  been, 
chosen  to  constitute  the  council  of  ceiisors,  viz.  Joel 
Pratt,  John  Phelps,  .\nios  Thompson,  William  Hun- 
ter, Charles  Rich,  William  Nutting,  Joel  Brownson, 
Joseph  Scott,  Isaac  Cushman,  Asa  Aides,  and  Jede- 
diah  Hyde. 

Qr/“The  duty  of  this  council  is  to  enquire  whether* 
the  constitution  has  been  preserved  inviolate;  whe- 
ther the  legislative  powers  have  been  properly 
exercised;  taxes  justly  levied;  the  public  monie.s 
rightly  disposed  of,  and  the  laws  duly  executed.  ■ 
If  they  deem  it  necessary,  they  can  call  a conven- 
tion of  tlie  state  to  revise  the  constitution;  but  the 
convention  cannot  meet  until  the  expiration  oftwo 


to  meet  them  at  two  paces  or  two  inches.  They  .,fter  the  meeting  of  the  , council  of  censors, 

were  unprepared  for  this  turn,  and  left  the  ship  to  '' 
communicate  the  matter  to  the  officers;  of  tlie  regi- 
ment and  return  immediately  with  the  result;  bdt 
they  did  not  come  back  that  day — and  next  morn- 
ing, captain  Brown,  then  in  temporary  command  of 
the  squadron,  being  ignorant  of  these  transactions, 
ordered  the  Guerriere  away,  so  that  for  the  time 
further  differences  were  avoided.  It  appears  pret- 
ty evident  that  all  the  unmarried  officers  of  the  gar- 
rison, to  the  amount  of  nearly  200  persons,  had  en- 


and  ail  the  amendments  proposed  must  be  publish- 
ed at  least  six  months  before  the  meeting  of  the 
convention.  'This  council  is  chosen  every  seventh' 
year;  but  is  vested  with  the  above  powers  for  one 
year  only,  after  the  day  of  their  election. 

'f'ennessee.  The  legislature  of  this  state  is  te 
hold  a special  meeting  on  26th  inst.  'The  purpose 
is  not  stated  in  tlie  governor’s  proclamation,  but  we' 
believe  it  is  in  some  wav  connected  with' the  state 


tered  into  a combination  to  call  out  all  the  officers : I’.^ference  to  the  pecuniary  embar- 

of  the  frigate  Guerriere,  fve  or  sir  in  number  rassments  of  mdividua.s. 


and  fix  their  own  time  and  distance-  for  fighting  ! 
If  this  is  true,  we  never  heard  of  a thing  more  out 


Cojnets — ,\  German  astronomer,  M.  Haver,  has 
publislied  a new  hypotiiesis  respecting  comets.  He 


rageons — alike  repugnant  to  what  are  called  the  jconceives  that  these  celestial  bodies  are  composed 
laws  of  honor,  as  to  tliose  of  humanity.  And  yet  ^ of  wafer  only,  and  that  their  tails  are  but  solar  r.ays 
it  seems  that  this  combination  is  boasted  of,  as  a ' passing  tlirough  their  medium;  that  tliey  attract  to 
noble  undertaking!  We  fear  that  the  matter  willithemsclves  a quantity  of  impure  gas  floating  in  the 
not  end  here — but  if  it  is  a fact  that  such  a conspi-jair,  which  is  again  dispersed  as  tliey  approach  the 
racy  exists,  we  hope  that  our  naval  officers  will  sun.  They  originate  a great  quantity  of  oxygea 
have  courage  enough  to  treat  the  conspirators  with  |gas,  and  llius  contribute  to  purify  the  atmospiiere 
+he  silent  contempt  which  they  so  richly  deserve,  and  promote  vegetation. 
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A SUPPLEMENTARY  sHcet,  of  cig'ht  pages,  accom- 
panies the  present  number  of  the  Register,  and  the 
whole  is.  given  up  to  variety > 

0;;j^We  have  receivect  a manuscript  copy  of  Mr. 
Buldtvin’s  remarks  on  the  bill  reported  by  the  com- 
mittee of  manufactures,  requiring  cash  payments  of 
duties,  on  certain  articles  imported.  It  is  long,  but, 
like  his  speech  on  the  tariff  bill,  full  of  highly  inte- 
resliiig  information,  and  will  be  read  with  the  same 
attention.  We  propose  to  publish  it  in  our  next; 
and,  as  observed  in  regard  to  his  speech  on  the  ta- 
riff, shall  be  pleased  to  see,  and  to  publish  also, 
what  was  said  in  opposition  to  it.  \Ve  are  pro- 
mised his  remarks  on  the  auction  bill — and,  when 
that  is  given,  our  readers  will  be  possessed  of  a 
view  of  the  whole  principles  on  which  the  com- 
mittee of  manufactures  acted,  as  to  the  three  lead- 
ing measures  which  they  proposed. 

(L^The  writer  of  an  anonymous  note  signed 
“Amicus,”  who  seems  to  take  to  himself  a consider- 
able degree  of  importance,  is  herdby  informed,  that 
the  editor  of  the  Register,  as  to  the  subject  refer- 
red to  and  on  all  others,  will  do  just  exactly  what  he 
himself  shall  believe  to  be  right.  The  manner  of  the 
communication  forbids  a more  civil  reply — though 
no  other,  in  substance,  would  have  been  given,  had 
that  manner  been  less  objectionable. 

“Amicus,”  I understand,  means  a fnend.  There 
is  no  friendship  in  anonymous  letters.  A friend 
will  express  his  sentiments  under  hisown  signature, 
or  honestly  communicate  them  face  to  face,  unless 
afraid  to  avow  or  ashamed  to  advocate  them. 

(JT/^To  agents  and  subscribers.  The  present  year’s 
business  of  the  Register  will  expire  on  the  last  of 
August  next.  From  the  pressure  of  the  times  and 
general  derangement  of  most  men’s  affairs,  it  never 
happened  before  that  our  own  little  matters  were 
so  mucli  in  arrears.  We  are  willing  to  bear  a 
full  share  of  the  common  suffering,  caused,  in  part, 
by  the  return  to  a wholesome  currency,  but  more  af- 
fected by  the  want  of  employ  for  domestic  industry, 
tlioug'li  we  have  done  all  that  we  could  to  prevent 
the  effects,  from  either  cause,  from  falling  upon 
the  people  of  the  United  States yet  we  are  en- 

during more  than  our  share;  and,  without  the  least 
affectation,  are  severely  put  to  it  to  keep  ourselves 
^(puire  with  our  expenses — though  the  circulation 
of  tills  paper  has  greatly  increased,  and  never  was 
so  prosperous  as  it  appears  now  to  be.  Agents 
and  subscribers  are  therefore  respectfully  invited  to 
make  an  endeavor  to  have  the  old  accounts  closed 
before  the  new  bills  are  issued— as  well  as  to  assist 
us  in  this  time  of  our  need,  as  to  prevent  an  accu- 
mulation of  debts  due.  The  bills  of  any  specie- 
paying bank  are  received  for  the  Register. 

JVewsf  An  original  article  respecting  the  Bri- 
tish settlement  in  Illinois,  appeared  in  this  paper 
of  the  15th  April  last.  It  was  transmitted  therein 
to  Kaskaskia,  and  there  seems  to  have  been  pub- 
lished as  original  on  the  20th  May.  It  has  again 
Keturned  to  the  Atlantic  states,  and  is  now  going 
through  the  papers  us  so thing  new. 

Vol. 


Don  Oni  s,  he.  We  have  been  not  a little  amused, 
though  somewhat  surprised,  at  the  revival  of  a story 
which  we  thought  had  long  since  gone  ‘to  tlie  tomb 
of  the  Capulets,’  with  an  abundance  of  similar  thing's, 
7nade  at  its  time,  for  similar  purposes.  We  allude 
to  the  report  that  Don  Oiiis,  when  he  first  came  out 
to  this  country,  was  authorized  to  offer  to  the  go- 
vernment of  the  United  States,  eight  nulhons  of 
dollars,  to  be  applied  to  the  indemnification  of 
American  sufferers  by  Spanish  spoliations,  provided 
he  was  received  as  a minister  from  Spain. 

If  our  memory  serves  us  correctly,  this  matter 
was  first  agitated  about  ten  y^ars  ago  by  a certain 
Mr.  Elliott,  now  almost  forgotten,  but  tiien  making 
some  noise  in  the  world;  first  as  a member  of  con- 
gress from  the  state  of  Vermont,  and  afterwards  as 
the  editor  of  a nev/spaper  at  Philadelphia,  in  which 
he  promised  to  reveal  mighty  secrets  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  government.  He  commenced  a tre- 
mendous series  of  essays  on  “Frencli  influence-,”' 
wh.ich,  fora  time,  were  eagerly  copied  into  perhaps, 
forty  or  fifty  of  our  periodical  publications — but  be 
had  exhausted  the  desire  to  read  long  before  he 
got  through  with  his  introduction,  and  the  re-pub- 
lication of  his  articles  was  universally  abandoned, 
with  mortification  and  regret  that  so  much  paper 
had  been  wasted  for  nothing.  We  .believe  tiuit 
Mr.  Elliott  never  quite  finished  his-/jre/wrtmar^  rr- 
marks,  though  what  he  published  would  have  made 
“a  book  as  big  a cheese” — he  retired  from  the  edi- 
torial chair,  and  has  not  been  heard  of  since. 

The  ‘National  Gazette,’  of  Wednesday  last,  gives 
an  interesting  retrospect  of  the  state  of  Spain  when 
Mr.  Onis  was  deputed  by  the  Junta  of  Seville,  (a 
year  before  the  convocation  of  the  cortes),  as  a mi- 
nister to  the  United  States,  and  renders  the  tale 
ridiculous,  even  if  Mr.  O.  was  authorized  to  offer  the 
eight  millions.  'Fhe  Junta  of  Seville  had  no  money 
at  its  disposal;  and  could  no  more  have  bound  the 
kingdom  of  Spain  for  the  future  payment  of  it,  than 
the  act  of  a congregation  of  patriotic  indi  viduals  in 
any  part  of  the  United  States,  in  the  earliest  stage 
ot‘  our  revolution  and  anterior  to  the  meeting  of 
congress,  could  have  bound  the  congitss  — as  the 
representative  of  the  nation. 

If  we  were  amused  with  this  story,  we  were  per- 
fectly at  a loss  to  conceive  why  it  was  revived,  ex- 
cept in  a disapprobation  of  tiie  Florida  treaty.  But 
that  treaty  was  aimo.st  universally  satisfactory  at  the 
time  it  was  made,  and  every  one  seemed  to  admire 
the  judgment  and  ability  of  the  govercinent,  as 
displayed  in  tlie  neg jciation.  — Mr.  Adams’  argu- 
ments were  especially  tl\e  subject  of  praise — r11 
paid  a willing  liomage  to  his  talents.  What  was 
ri.ghtthen,  is  now  to  be  considered  as  wroirg,  sim- 
ply because  we  have  not  land  enough,  and  desire  to 
add  the  extensive  province  of  Texas,  to  a ]josses- 
sion  of  the  Floridas!  ’When  these  are  acquired, 
if  the  present  disposition  lasts,  we  may  next  sigh 
for  Cuba,  then  for  Mexico,  and  desire  to  bound 
our  empire  by  the  Atlantic  and  Pacific,  the  great 
lakes  and  the  gulf  of  Panama!  1'he  idea  of  part- 
ing with  any  of  the  territory  wliich  we  novv  have,  is 
quite  as  tolerable  as  thus  straining  at  the  acquisi- 
tion of  more,  except  the  Floridas — wliich  appear 
to  be  necessary  to  the  safety  aiu]  welfare  of  what 
Uve  poiiicssj.  the  former,  if  carried  s©  far  into  effeat 
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to  transfer  a wliole  state  to  the  sovereignty  of  a 
ioreigri  power,  however  inadmissible  the  idea  is, 
voul'.L  eveiituullu  be  no  more  injurious  to  the  wel- 
fare of  the  rest  of  the  union,  than  an  extension  ol 
our  territory  equal  to  the  wishes  of  some.  Indeed, 
we  iiave  land  enough— as  great  a variety  of  .soil  and 
climate,  ,-  nd  as  great  a diversity  of  interests  and 
ofiini'  /iSy  too,  perhaps,  as  can  be  well  governed  by 
geuvvul  laws. 

“ PniXCIPLES  AT?D  ACTS  OF  THE  HEVOLTJTION .”  The 

frequent  ei  quiries  recently  made  for  tnis  work, 
now  in  the  press  of  tiie  editor  of  the  Ri.GisTEn, 
induce  us  to  repeat  the  notilication,  that  it  is  pixi-^ 
ceedingto  a conclusion  as  rapidly  as  the  nature  of 
things  will  auniit  ot^ — it  is  two  thirds  done,  and  the 
rest  of  the  copy  nearly  prepared. 

I'be  la!  or  of  collecting  materials  for  this  heavy 
volume  rias  been  much  greater  than  was  anticipat- 
ed, and  their  quality  is  not  so  extensively  of  the 
character  desired,  as  we  hoped  that  it  would  be — 
yet  tlie  editor  is  flattered  with  a belief  that  he  will 
present  a work  to  his  countrymen  to  which  they 
may  refer  for  land-mfirks,  on  most  questions  appei’- 
taining  to  the  practice  and  principle  of  the  repub- 
lican virtues;  and  it  will  also  rescue  from  oblivion 
many  curious  historical  facts. 

In  the  present  advanced  state  of  this  collection, 
we  think  that  we  can  vei^ure  to  promise  its  publi- 
cation in  less  than  three  months — We  are  very 
anxious  to  get  it  out,  that  our  expenses  may  be 
reimbursed;  and  that  they  will  be,  seems  evident 
from  the  fact,  that  not  more  than  150  or  200  copies, 
of  an  edition  of  1500,  remain  unengaged. 

Americabt  atlas.  We  have  recently  received 
two  numbers  of  a work  whicli  we  feel  no  small 
degree  of  pride  in  acknowledging  to  be  American 
—the  large  and  elegant  Atlas,  now  publishing  by 
Messrs.  !’anuer,Vallance,  Kearnyand  Co.  engravers 
of  Philadelphia.  It  vvill  contain  in  all,  twenty-one 
sheets,  25  by  22  inches,  drawn  with  great  apparent 
care  with  regard  to  the  most  authentic  discoveries, 
and  beautifully  colored;  thus  arranged — the  World, 
America,  Europe,  Asia,  \frica,  one  sheet  each; 
North  \merica,  four;  South  America,  two;  and  the 
the  United  States  will  be  comprised  in  nine  sheets, 
all  drawn  upon  the  same  scale  and  handsomely 
arranged.  The  whole  will  be  completed  in  five 
numbers,  conveniently  dojic  up  for  use,  as  six  dol- 
lars  per  number  -single  maps  may  be  had  at  1^2 
each  sheet. 

We  do  not  know  what  degree  of  encouragement 
tlmse  accomplished  artists  have  received,  to  aid 
them  in  this  great  undertaking;  but,  from  a careful 
examination  of  the  manner  in  which  they  have  thus 
far  executed  it,  they  deserve  support  from  all  de- 
sirous to  ascertain  the  geography  of  their  own  coun- 
try. or  to  countenance  the  perfection  of  the  use- 
ful and  elegant  art  of  engraving,  at  home.  Every 
genPernan  who  has  seen  our  numbers  has  expres- 
sed something  like  a surprise  at  their  masterly  exe- 
cution— as  if  such  things  could  not  be  done  ‘‘on 
Ibis  side  of  the  water  ’*  But  it  appears  to  us,  that 
these  maps  may  be  advantageously  compared,  as  to 
woi-lcnanship,  with  any  that  we  have  seen  from 
Europe;  and,  us  to  our  own  country,  they  have  the 
very  important  advantage  of  being  more  accurate. 

SsrALL  CHANGE. — The  following  notice  is  from  tlie 
mint  of  th.e  United  States: 

“In  order  to  disseminate  small  change  as  exten- 
sively as  possible,  throvigh  the  different  parts  of  tlie 
United  States,  the  mist,  in  Philadelphia,  will  deli- 


ver, on  account  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States* 
silver  disines,  [ten  cent  pieces,]  to  any  moderate 
amount;  say,  for  the  present,  not  exceeding  5)0 
dollars,  in  exchange  for  an  equal  amount  in  silver 
bullion,  or  in  any  foreign  silver  coins. 

“ Cents  still  continue  to  be  delivered,  to  any  de- 
sirable amount,  in  exchange  for  an  equal  amount  in 
specie,  or  in  any  paper  receivable  at  the  bank  of 
the  United  States.’* 

Q^^  rhe-  small  silver  change  at  present  used  in 
the  United  States,  almost  exclusively  consists  of  6^ 
and  12^  cent  pieces,  the  16th  and  8th  parts  of  a 
dollar,  of  Spanish  coinage;  and  to  these  tlte  price 
of  commodities  is  every  where  accommodated.  It 
is  a work  of  great  time  and  labor  to  alter  the  cur- 
rency of  a country  thus  established,  especially 
while  the  small  pieces  continue  abundant,  which 
those  alluded  to  are  and  are  likely  to  remain  so, 
not  being  objects  for  exportation.  It  is  ardently 
to  be  wished  that  they  should  be  susperceded  by 
our  dismes  and  half  dismes,  and  that  the  prices  of 
small  articles  were  generally  regvdated  % them. 
But  this  cannot  be  expected  for  a longtime;  and,  in 
the  present  state  of  tilings,  will  not  be  brought 
about  except  by  the  issue  of  such  a quantity,  at 
once,  of  our  minor  silver  coins,  as  will  overwhelm 
the  foreign  pieces  and  drive  them  from  the  common 
circulation.  Until  such  a quantity  is  provided,  it 
appears  to  us  that  the  public  convenience  is  ra- 
ther injured  than  promoted  by  the  isssue  of  these 
pieces.  If  there  were  enough  of  them  to  supply  our 
wants,  the  banks,  by  retaining  the  foreign  coins  to 
meet  -luanton  or  vexatious  runs  upon  them  for  spe- 
cie, might  and  would  do  much  to  give  them  cur- 
rency, as  well  from  principle  as  from  interest. 

Georgia  banks.  In  the  Register  of  the  3d  inst. 
v/e  noticed  an  article,  published  in  a southern  pa- 
per, stating  that  the  office  of  the, bank  of  the  U. 
States,  at  Savannah,  had  caused  certain  of  the  notes 
of  the  state  banks  to  be  protested,  &,c. 

The  papers  of  that  city  have  made  a statement  of 
the  case— it  is  said  that  the  office  “continues  to  re- 
ceive and  pay  out  the  bills  of  the  local  banks,  and 
to  discount  on  the  faith  of  those  bills” — which  they 
receive  and  accumulate  by  the  public  deposites, 
to  so  large  an  amount,  as  to  cease  to  issue  any  of 
their  own  notes,  and  thus  relieve  the  branch  of  all 
responsibility  to  pay  specie,  8cc.  That,  so  circum- 
stanced, the  office  demanded  daily  cash  settlements; 
“which  is  the  only  mode  of  settlement  yet  propos- 
ed by  that  office,”  and  this  the  local  banks  thought 
they  ought  to  refuse  to  accede  to.  It  is  added, 
that  the  state  banks  “have  not  enough  of  their  bills 
in  circulation”  for  the  ordinary  purposes  of  busi- 
ness; “that  they  are  perfectly  and  far  within  their 
limits,”  and  that  they  pay  specie  for  their  notes  to 
individuals. 

The  editor  of  the  Savannah  Republican  says,  that 
the  “moral  energies  of  the  people  must  be  brought 
into  operation  against  the  bank.”  That  “the  states 
imist  take  a stand  against  a corporation  which  is 
endeavoring  to  prostrate  state  institutions,  rising 
above  taxation,  and  influencing  even  the  national 
government.  If  this  is  not  done,  our  state  sove- 
reignty is  at  an  end,  which  ought  never  to  be  given 
up,” 

Ye.a — if  the  bank  of  the  United  States  had  not 
been  so  crippled  on  its  outset  by  speculators,  we 
should  already  have  felt  its  power  every  where  in 
a way  that  as  yet  we  know  nothing  of:  and  I am 
sometimes  almost  ready  to  consider  it  as  a providen* 
tial  act,  that  it  was  so  conducted  as  to  lose  the  con- 
fidence of  the  people,  and  impair  its  means  of  di* 
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meeting  all  to  bow  down  to  it,  just  after  it  started. 
If  it  had  been  managed  with  its  present  apparent 
care,  its  power  would  have  been  paramount  over 
all  the  dealing  classes  by  this  time;  and,  in  a man- 
ner, have-  assessed  the  value  of  every  man’s  pro- 
perty. If  the  bank  shall,  as  we  think  that  it  soon 
may,  withdraw  some  of  its  badly  located  branches 
and  issue  no  notes  but  such  as  are  payable  at  Phila- 
delphia, the  state  banks,  in  general,  will  be  little 
more  tiian  jackalls  for  it — provided  the  revenue  of 
the  United  States  shall  rise  to  any  thing  like  what 
it  has  been,  or  even  continue  as  at  present. 

Case  of  the  Iuresitible.  Ferguson  and  Denny 
were  very  lately  executed  at  Baltimore  for  the 
crime  of  piracy,  in  carrying  o.f  the  Irresistible,  &c. 
From  a representation  of  the  case  made  at  the  time, 
we  thought  that  those  pei’sons  were  about  to  suf- 
fer unneaissarily, — others  of  the  crew  are  yet  in 
confinement  here  under  sentence  of  death,  and 
sixteen  more  are  similarly  situated  at  Kichmond, 
some  of  whom  will  probably  sufieron  the  gallows. 

A ])owerful  writer  in  the  Richmond  papers, 
pleading  for  the  pardon  of  the  men  condemned 
there,  ill  an  address  to  the  president  oftlie  United 
State.s,  gives  some  interesting  statements  of  the 
ciise,  which,  agreeing  exactly  with  what  we  liad 
hitherto  heard  of  the  matter,  is  briefly  as  fol- 
lows; It  is  chiefly  bottomed  on  the  testimony 
of  a certain  James  A.  Black,  one  of  the  principals^ 
hut  who  turned  “states’  evidence,”  and  saved 
iiimself. 

These  men  were  shipped  at  Norfolk,  on  board 
the  Creola,  under  the  Buenos  Ayrean  flag,  for  a 
cruise  of  three  months— ^-but they  were  carried  di- 
rect to  Margaritta  as  recruits  for  admiral  Brion— 
being  fairly  kidnapped.  When  tiiey  arrived  at 
that  island,  bread  and  water  in  the  dungeons  of 
the  castle  or  the  yard  arm,  on  one  hand,-— and 
their  service  under  Brion,  on  the  other,  was  tender- 
ed to  them.  They  had  been  deceived,  were  sick 
of  the  service,  and  resolved  to  return  to  the  United 
States,  if  tliey  could.  J'he  brig  Irresistible  was  then 
lying  in  the  harbor  of  Margamitta  under  the  flag  of 
Arligas.  witli  whom  Buenos  Ayres  was  at  war  — they 
rose  upon  the  officers  of  the  Creola,  and,  if  lawfully 
sailingunderthe  Buenos  Ayrean  flag, lawfully  board- 
ed  and  captured  the  Irresistible,  except  in  the  act 
of  violating  the  of  tlie  port,  and  carried 

her  oii‘,  after  some  opposition,  but  without  injuring, 
or  designing  to  injure,  any  one— all  of  her  crew 
that  wished  to  be  put  on  shore  being  peaceably  re- 
leased, with  all  their  property  then  board  of  the 
vessel.  They  shaped  their  course  for  the  United 
States — but  this  Black,  having  a commission  as 
lieutenant  in  the  navy  of  Buenos  Ayres,  wished  to 
make  his  fortune  out  of  jt,  and  to  cruise  a while  in 
the  West  Indies.  By  persuasion  and  threats,  and 
from  the  heterog-eneous  mixture  of  tlie  crew,  lie 
prevailed upon  a majority  of  them  to  give  a partial 
a.ssent  to  his  scheme.  They,  boarded  about  thirty 
vessels  and  treated  them  all  well,  except  a truly 
piratical  vessel,  whose  means  of  annoyance  they 
destroyed  and  from  whom  they  took  some  jewels 
and  money,  supposed  to  be  plundered — a Spanish 
brig,  from  which  they  took  about  3,700  dollars, 
leaving  a valuable  cargo  of  dry  goods  untouched — 
and  one  American  schooner,  from  which  they  car- 
ried away  what  seemed  evidently  to  be  Spanish  pro- 
perty. All  else  were  used  in  the  most  respectful 
manner;  and,  at  the  reepiest  of  the  commander  of 
the  brig  Commodore  Hull,  of  Boston,  they  convoyed 
him  round  a certain  point  of  the  isl.'uid  of  llayti, 
where  picai'onn  pirates  were  exceedingly  danger- 


ous. They  supplied  several  vessels  with  provisions, 

' and  purchased  of  others  what  they  wanted,  vv'hich 
they  fairly  paid  for.  Still  anxious  to  return  to  the 
United  States,  Black  was  deposed  from  his  com- 
mand as  first  lieutenant  and  put  under  arrest,  and 
then  they  sailed  direct  for  the  Chesapeake,  in  which 
they  arrived  without  much  apprehension  that  they 
had  done  wrong,  and  proceeded  to  get  on  shore, 
leaving  the  brig  for  the  benefit  of  tiie  concerned. 
It  does  not  appear  from  the  testimony  offered,  that 
they  committed  any  other  act  of  violence  than  those 
above  stated:  they  personally  injured  no  one,  they 
treated  many  kindly,  or  at  least  politely — their 
great  object  was  to  g'et  back  to  the  United  States; 
and,  in  their  circum.stances,  they  thought  it  legal 
for  them  to  capture  the  irresistible  to  accomplish 
their  purpose. 

Such,  we  believe,  is  a fair  statement  of  the  case 
for  which  Ferguson  and  Denny  have  been  hung, 
and  between  twenty  and  thirty  others  stand  con- 
demned to  death.  ’fheir  acts  were  piracy,  no 
doubt;  but  less  so  than  many  committed  whicii  are 
sanctioned  by  the  laws.  Treated  as  they  appear  to 
have  been — trepanned  and  sold  to  a foreign  service 
without  their  consent,  they  stand  justified  in  the 
seizure  of  the  Artigan  vessel  Irresistible,  their 
enemy,  to  make  their  escape  from  a detested  ser- 
vitude; and  if  they  had  destroyed  those  who  thus 
treated  them,  they  might  still  have  been  justified: 
but  they  used  them  with  all  gentleness  consi.stent 
with  the  object  that  they  had  in  vi6w.  After  getting 
quiet  possession,  they  certainly  did  wrong  in  cruis- 
ing on  their  own  account,  contrary  to  their  original 
intention,  and,  very  pl’obabl}'’,  in  opposition  to  the 
secret  wishes  of  a large  majority — but  who  thought 
it  better  to  give  way,  for  a time,  tlian  hazard  the 
grand  object  of  their  enterprize— a return  from 
whence  they  came.  And,  at  last,  they  succeeded  in 
this,  with  as  small  an  exercise  of  the  power  which 
they  possessed  as  could  be  expected  of  men  so  cir- 
cumstanced: they  were  numerous,  and  had  the  com- 
mand of  a vessel  super-excellently  fitted  for  priva- 
teering or  piracy.  No  act  of  cru  Itv  marked  their 
progre.ss— they  were  pirates,  it  is  true,  by  their  acts, 
but  not  so  in  their  motives;  and  there  is  an  im- 
mense distinction  between  them  and  those  wlio  are 
to  be  hung  at  Boston  for  that  offence,  as  described 
in  the  address  of  judge  Siory  to  them,  inserted  be- 
loW.  Certainly,  no  man  of  spirit,  situiited  as  those 
men  seem  to  have  been,  would  have  hesitated  as 
to  the  seizure  of  the  Irresistible.  If  what  is  uni- 
formly stated  is  true,  I should  have  thought  it  a vir- 
tue to  have  been  at  t’ne  head  of  enterprize  and 
for  such  an  object,  if  I had  been  weak  enough  to 
liave  suffered  myself  to  be  seduced  into  Ihe  service 
that  they  were.  Their  subsequent  acts  are  easily 
palliated;  aqd  we  trust  that  mercy  will  be  extended 
to  tliem  — enough  has  been  clone  for  the  sake  of  ex- 
ample. Ferguson,  the  captain,  and  Denny,  the 
2ncl  lieutenant,  have  died  on  the  scaffold. 

Extract  frorn  t^ie  address  of  Judge  Story,  one  of  the 
judges  of  the  supreme  court  of  the  United  States,  to 
certain  persons  convicted,  at  Boston,  of  piracy — they 
had  previously  mutinied  and  murdered  their  officers  : 
“'fhere  is  then  nothing  in  point  oflaru  in  your  case, 
which  entitles  you  to  the  favorable  considei  ation  of 
the  court,  and  there  is  nothing,  absolutely  nothing 
— in  point  of  Jact,  so  far  a.=;  is  known  to  us,  to  call 
forth  tlie  public  mercy  for  your  succour  or  pardon. 
You  had  no  excuse  for  your  inhuman  butcimries. 
There  was  not  even  the  pretence  of  irritated  pas- 
sions to  soften  the  deep  malignity  of  the  scene. 
It  was  a mild  summer  evening,  the  close  of  a day 
of  pleasure  and  festivity,  consccr.'ited  to  liberty  and 
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indt  penJence.  Your  officers  were  already  retired 
to  repose.  One  sleeping'  on  deck,  the  other  in  his 
cabin.  The  time  was  fust  approaching  to  midnight. 
One  would  have  thought  that  the  coolness  and  tran- 
quility of  t)<e  scene,  might  have  awakened  other 
thoughts  than  deeds  oi’  darkness.  Yet  you  chose 
this  as  the  tinte  of  your  detestable  plot.  You  seiz- 
ed one  of  your  officers  by  surprise,  in  sleep,  and 
threw  him  into  the  sea.  IliS  cries  called  up  the 
Cujjt ain,  and  iie  too,  was  instantly  pushed  overboard. 
He  caught  hold  of  tlte  main  boom  and  strug 
gled  to  save  himself  from  destruction.  During  ten 
agonizing  minutes,  he  remained  suspended  there, 
grappling  for  life  and  entreating  mercy.  Did  your 
heart  relent  on  this  occasion.''  It  was  a moment  for 
repentance,  for  submission,  for  humanity,  I'or  mer- 
cy— Did  yot'i  listen  to  the  appeals  of  conscience?  to 
the  plcadir.gs  of  the  miserable  wretch  just  sinking 
ifito  eternity,  and  looking  round  for  tlie  last  hope 
of  safety?  No~no.  there  was  no  mercy  there. — 
You  stabbed  him  with  many  a wound,  till  exhaust- 
ed with  fu'.igue  and  loss  of  blood,  he  seemed  ready 
to  fall,  a dying,  fainting  victim — You  then  cut  away 
the  rope,  his  last  feeble  lu)!d  on  life.  He  dropped 
— t he  ocean  threw  its  dark  waves  over  him,  and  he 
was  gone  forever.  He  was  sent  to  his  final  ac- 
count without  pre]>aration  and  without  warning, 
it  was  a most  cruel,  and  ferocious,  and  unnatural  ^ 
murder.  Yet  it  stood  not  alone.  The  transition 
of  the  mate  from  sleep  to  death,  though  more  sud- 
den, and  less  terrific  in  its  circumstances,  was  no 
less  agonizing — his  shrieks  were  heard  on  the  deso- 
late oc£an,  and  then,  in  a moment,  all  w^as  silence, 
deep  and  dreary  and  fearful.’* 

(rj’M’ter  the  preceding  had  been  prepared  for 
pre.ss,  we  received  the  following — “We  understand, 
that  two  out  of  the  sixteen  seamen,  of  the  Irresisti- 
ble privateer,  lately  condemned  to  death  for  piracy, 
by  tiie  circuit  court  of  the  United  Stales,  at  Rich- 
mond, have  been  pardoned  by  the  presidentof  the 
United  States,  and  tliat  the  execution  of  the  sen- 
tence of  the  remaining  fourteen,  has  been  suspend- 
ed. This  mitigation  is  highly  gratifying;  their  case 
is  a very  hard  one.” — IVanh.  City  Gaz, 

“THK  CATO  STHEET  CONSPl BATOHS.”  ACCOl’diug  tO 

promise,  we  now  publish,  in  -the  supplement,  the 
speeches,  &c.  of  Thistlewood  and  others^  prece- 
dent to  the  passing  of  judgment  upon  them.  Se- 
veral parts  are,  however,  left  out,  which,  perhaps, 
it  might  have  been  construed  into  treason  to  have 
published  in  England.  For  an  account  of  the  exe- 
cution of  these  men,  see  page  283. 

T'liere  is  a maxim,  we  believe,  of  this  amount 
— that  the  te.stimony  of  a convicted  person  is  not  to 
be  accepted;  but  what  may  be  law  is  not  always 
justice,  and  a man  can  tell  the  truth  just  as  well 
after  conviction  as  before  it.  The  rule,  however, 
onglit  to  be  observed,  that  what  such  a person  says 
shotild  be  received  with  greater  caution. 

'I’he  nuriative  of  Thistlewood  has  so  many  and 
such  strong  internal  evidences  of  its  truth,  that  we 
cannot  help  giving  much  credit  to  it — especially 
when  he  speaks  of  tlie  spy,  Edwards,*  And,  as  ob- 


*ln the  house  of  commons,  on  the  oil  of  May, 
alderman  Wood  gave  notice,  that  on  'Puesday  next 
he  would  move  for  the  appointment  of  a secret  com- 
mittee to  examine  witnesses  on  various  charges 
against  a person  of  the  name  of  George  Edwards, 
He  added,  that  he  understood  tliis  individual  was 
about  to  leave  the  country;  and  he  had  thought  it 
right,  therefore,  to  send  a letter  to  the  seci’etary 


served  iii  our  last,  we  easily  believe  the  Instory  of 
this  wretch’s  proceedings,  from  a perfect  satisfac- 
tion of  the  trnlh  that  others  have  been  employed  by 
the  British  government  for  similar  purposes.  We  are 
surprised,  however,  that  a person  of  I'hisllewood’s 
])enetralion  and  kno'»vledge  of  the  prevailing  espfjin- 
slionld  liave  become  the  dupe  of  tiiis  man,  wiio 
was  evidently  at  the  head  of  the  conspiracy,  and 
had  several  sub-agents  to  bring  in  recruits  and 
urge  on  the  affair  to  that  point  from  wluch  escajie 
was  hopeless!  Thistlewood,  it  appears,  contemplat- 
ed a dark  design,  and  was  prepared  to  enter  upon 
almost  any  desperate  purpose;  but  Shelton,  Ings, 
Brunt,  Wilson,  Harrison,  and  perhaps  others,  seem 
to  have  been  enlisted  by  tlie  government  officer! 
The  narrative  of  poor  Gilchrist  is  exceedingly  af- 
fecting—this  wretched  man  honestly  sought  bread 
and  became  guilty  of  high  treason! 

There  is  no  manner  of  doubt,  in  my  mind,  that 
lord  Sidmouth  was  daily  apprized  of  the  proceeil- 
ings  oi'  his  conspirators,  until  the  agent  had  worked 
them  up  to  that  condition  which  the  law  officers  of 
the  crown,  perhaps,  gave  it  as  their  opinion  would 
amount  to  high  treason  -yet  how  this  miserable 
affair  can  be  made  out  as  levying  war  against  the 
king,  we  are  yet  to  be  informed.  VYhen  they  arriv- 
ed at  that  point,  they  were  arrested,  and  the  thing 
noised  abroad  as  a most  horrible  matter,  just  then 
and  providentially  discovered,  to  save  the  lives  of  the 
ministers!  What  sort  of  morality  is  it  that  governs, 
when  such  measures  are  resorted  to? 

It  may  be  asked — why  should  the  ministers  have 
patronized  a plot  which  had  for  its  avowed  object 
their  own  assassination?  The  answer  seems  easy — 
perhaps,  to  relieve  themselves  of  the  fear  of  such  a 
plot — to  get  rid  of  some  desperate  spirits  and  inti- 
midate others  by  the  example~-1o  shew  the  extent 
of  their  spy-system  and  keep  the  disaffected  in 
dread — to  strengthen  their  own  power. 

There  is  nothing  new  in  this.  In  the  French 
police,  before  the  revolution,  the  system  was  per- 
fected— not  so  much  for  political  purposes  as  to 
support  certain  men  in  power  and  gratify  private 
revenge.  Whether  a man  went  to  a church,  a hotel 
or  a brothel; — whether  he  mixed  with  a society 
that  appeared  the  most  religious  or  most  fashiona-- 
ble — the  most  profane  or  tlie  most  beggarly,  lie 
had  always  reason  to  believe  that  a spy  might  be 
at  his  elbow.  I'he  priest  at  the  altar,  the  landlord 
at  !iis  table,  or  the  wanton  in  his  arms,  might  equal- 
ly be  an  agent  for  tlie  preservation  of  “order  and 
good  government!”  Similar  systems,  more  or  less 
perfect,  prevail  in  almost  every  monarchical  go- 
vernment— and  are  apart  of  the  machinery  that  is 
to  keep  them  a-going.  In  Ireland,  during  what  is 
called  the  rebellion  there,  the  principle  was  great- 
ly extended.  It  was  necessary  that  some  sliould 
be  brought  before  a court  of  law  anterior  to  putting 
them  to  death,  thougli  thousands  were  dismissed  to 
tlie  other  world  without  this  ceremony — and  per- 
sons were  hired  by  the  year  to  give  testimony 
against  suspected  or  offensive  individuals,  that  they 
might  be  murdered  according  to  the  law.  Anil 
in  England,  during  the  late  disturbances,  it  is  noto- 
rious that  not  a few  of  tlie  leaders  of  the  mobs,  the 
captains-general  of  riot  and  confusion,  were  in  the 
jiay  of  the  g-overnment;  and  tliey  induced  many  to 

of  state  for  the  home  department,  in  order  tliat  he 
miglit  be  prevented  from  so  doing. 

Mr.  Brougliam  said— “As  long  as  such  men  as 
1'liistlewood  existed  in  the  world,  government  was 
not  only  justified  hut  called  upon  to  employ  such  a 
spy  as  Edwards,”  fkc. 
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commit  acts  which  the  law  considers  as  ofthe  most 
heinous  nature,  and  which,  in  numerous  cases,  sub- 
iected  tliera  to  the  loss  of  life  or  liberty.  Example 
is  contai^ious — men  in  all  nations  and  in  every 
have  frequently  prescribed  to  themselves  certain 
limits  not  to  be  transcended,  which  they  have  pas- 
sed over  in  a fit  of  enthusiasm,  or  because  they 
would  not  be  thoug-ht  fearful  or  unwilling'  to  do 
what  others  did;  but  which  they  would  not  have  had 
an  idea  of  doing,  except  for  the  example  set  before 
them.  Almost  every  man  has  experienced  some- 
thing of  this:  It  requires  more  philosophy  and  self- 
denial  than  most  of  us  can  boast  of,  to  resist  the 
force  of  example  in  our  neignbors  and  associates, 
and  especially  so  unddr  political  excitements.  It  is 
the  spirit  of  emulation  and  leads  on  to  good  or  bad, 
as  it  is  directed  by  those  whose  opinions  and  pro- 
ceedings we  are  accustomed  to  respect.  How  cru- 
el then  is  it  to  give  this  noble  principle  a course  that 
leads  to  the  dungeon  or  the  gallows — to  act  in  the 
very  reverse  of  the  invaluable  petition  in  tlie 
lord’s  prayer,  ‘‘lead  us  not  into  temptation^  but  deli- 
■ver  us  from  ew 

Great  efforts  are  made  in  the  British  ministerial 
papers  to  blacken  the  character  of  Thistlewood 
and  his  associates,  that  the  credulous  may  rejoice 
at  the  preservation  of  lord  Sidmouth  and  the  rest. 
One  of  them,  before  their  arrest,  on  being  told  that 
the  ministers  were  to  assemble  at  a certain  place  [as 
t\\&y  frequently  did]  is  said  to  have  exclaimed,  “i’ll 

be  d^ d if  I don’t  believe  there  is  a God — 1 have 

often  prayed  [to  whom.?]  that  these  thieves  might 
be  together,”  8cc.  There  is  an  evident  falsity  in 
this;  and  no  man  lives  in  what  is  called  the  civilized 
world  who  doubts  the  existence  of  a God.  Ano- 
ther paper  makes  them  out  to  be  “deists^  who  have 
no  faith  in  the  merits  of  our  Saviour,”  and  to  reject 
the  spiritual  consolation  of  the  chaplain.  It  is  like 
enough  that  they  rejected  his  company,  considering 
him  as  a part  of  the  machinery  of  the  government, 
which  tliey  are  charged  with  having  designed  to 
destroy. 

The  British  kingdoms  are  filled  with  spies  and 
informers.  Their  employment  h-as  been  broadly 
vindicated  in  parliament,  and  their  proceedings  jus- 
tified in  that  body.  One  of  the  most>valuable  and 
discreet  men  that  I know  (except  on  account  of 
his  political  feelings,  which  seem  to  run  riot  in  favor 
of  the  British  and  in  opposition  to  the  institutions  of 
his  own  country,  because,  perhaps,  his  living  has  so 
long  depended  upon  his  connection  with  the  foreign 
nation),  has  frequently  told  me  that,  when  in  Eng- 
land, strangers  oftentimes  thrust  themselves  into 
his  company,  and  introduced  political  discussions, 
in  which  they  were  most  vehement  against  the  go- 
vernment, with  the  view,  as  he  believed,  of  lending 
him  into  similar  expressions,  or  at  least  of  worming 
out  his  opinions — and  it  seemed  to  him  that  they 
must  have  received  a sort  of  head-money  or  blood 
money,  for  the  zeal  and  impudence  with  which  they 
labored  in  their  vocation.  And,  such  is  the  per- 
versity of  the  human  mind,  that  tliis  gentleman, 
thus  feloniously  intruded  upon,  though  he  sincerely 
rejoices  at  the  downfall  of  tlie  Spanish  inquisition, 
justifies  the  right  and  necessity  of  the  spy-system 
in  England,  as  founded  upon  the  state  of  the  times! 

Nor  are  we  in  the  United  States,  destitute  of  those 
who  have  tried  their  hand  at  the  mamijactory  of 
plots  and  conspiracies.  In  or  ’99,  we  had  a 

pretty  considerable  batch  of  them,  among  which 
were  the  tub  plot  and  the  tailor’s  plot — ridiculous 
enough,  in  all  conscience,  but  calculated  to  have 
considerable  effect  at  a distance  from  their  location; 
and  there  was  a greiit  speech  made  about  some 


of  them,  by  a member  of  congress  in  his  place 
that  the  people  might  be  worked  up  to  the  v/ar 
point,  and  give  their  unreserved  confidence  to  the 
party  then  in  power.  And  ten  years  after  thes^, 
the  editor  of  a newspaper  v;ho  was  subsequently 
appointed  a senator  in  congress,  solemnly  and  re- 
peatedly proclaimed,  that  the  subjugation  of  this 
country  was  designed  of  by  a few  poor  TTenchmen, 
pretending  to  be  dancing  masters  and  bra’bers,  and 
actually  following  those  jjrofessions,  wlio  were  to 
be  embodied  to  conquer  America!  To  be  sure, 
most  persons  laughed  at  themiseiable  tale,  but  it 
was  really  believed  by  some — and,  when  an  unfor- 
tunate Frenchman  (wlio  by  the  vicissitudes  of  his 
life,  was  forced  to  turn  the  accomplishments  of  his 
youth  into  tlie  means  of  scraping  together  the 
means  of  subsistence),  was  seen  with  a fiddle  under 
his  arm,  tliere  were  not  wanting  old  women  who 
believed  that  it  must  needs  be  filled  with  sharp 
knives  to  cut  people’s  throats!  I'hank  lieaven,  tlie 
day  of  these  things  has  pa.ssed  av.uiy  and  more  libe- 
ral ideas  prevail.  But  it  may  do  good  if  they  are 
sometimes  brougiit  to  recollection. 

To  conclude:  I have  little  commisseration  for  This- 
tlewood— he  contemplated  crimes  ag-ainst  whicii. 
every  principle  witliin  me  revolts,  and,  perhaps,  it 
is  well  that  he  has  been  removed  from  amongst 
men;  but  the  mode  and  manner  of  it  seems  veiy 
objectionable — and  it  appears  that  the  most  of  those 
associated  with  him,  were  pure  victims  to  the  terri- 
ble policy  of  the  government. 

But  what  is  this  policy  to  US.?  A great  deal. 
Britain  is  the  country  of  our  ancestors,  and  has  an 
excessive  influence  over  our  morals  and  habits. 
We  see  to  wliat  a noble  people  may  be  reduced  by 
a bad  government,  and  to  wlv.it  desperate  rernedies 
thatgovernmentmay  resort  to  maintain  itself  against 
a starving  populace — andin  them  discover  new  in- 
ducements to  cleave  to  the  letter  and  tlie  spirit  of 
our  own  political  institutions,  which  are  capable  of 
affording,  and  if  rigluly  administered,  would  afford, 
to  us  all  the  blessings  that  can  appertaili  to  us  a.i 
human  creatures. 

The  present  condition  of  Great  Pritain,  is  thus 
eloquently  described  by  Mr.  Walsh,  editor  of  the 
“National  Gazette:” 

“What  must  be  the  state  of  the  earth  at  large, 
if  Great  Britain  with  an  eighth  of  her  whole  popu- 
lation public  paupers;  with  rates  of  labor  lower 
than  the  cost  of  the  most  scanty  subsistence  for  the 
individual  workman;  with  an  aggregate  amoiint  of 
public  burdens  not  less  than  one  inindred  and  six 
millions  sterling,  while  the  total  of  her  private  in- 
come amounts  to  three  hundred  and  fifty  millions 
at  most;  with  a deficit  in  her  finances  for  the  year 
1819,  of  thirteen  millions;  with  a public  debt  of 
clear  seven  hundred  millions,  jiayingan  interest  of 
thirty-two  millions;  with  her  soil,  as  lord  Gren- 
ville said  in  his  speech  of  November  :3t;,  1819,  “cle- 
IngCd  with  blasphemy  and  sedition;”  with  every 
article  of  food  which  she  consumes,  drugged  ancJ 
adulterated,  and  tliat  “by  generally  creditable  and 
wealthy  individuals;”  w'ith  a domestic  standing  ar- 
my of  more  than  fifty  thousand  men,  “to  induce 
her  subjects  to  obey  the  laws;”  witli  uncea.sing  and 
sanguinary  popular  tumults;  with  overfl  owing  jails, 
hulks,  and  Botany  Bays; — with  high  treason  and 
foul  murder  as  the  almost  invariable  chorus  of  Ijer 
press; — exhibiting,  m a short,  a perjjctaal  scuffle 
between  government  and  people;  a wide  spread 
contrast  of  the  most  excessive  luxury  and  aristocra- 
tic pride,  with  the  most  squalid  w'retchedness  and 
abject  debasement,  we  ask  what  must  be  t-.-.:*  .saX'e 
of  the  rest  of  the  earth,  if  Great  Britain,  witk  all 
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this,  enjoys  more  prosperity  ami  happiness  than  any 
other  nation  of  the  world? —[alluding  to  the  closing 
Si  nlence  of  ti»e  king’s  speed),  which  declares  that 
the  British  nation  enjoys  “a  larger  share  of  pracii- 
C‘d  liberty^  as  well  as  of  prosperity  and  l)appiness, 
than  has  fallen  to  the  lot  of  any  nation  in  the  world.”] 

The  Slave  Trade. 

IVe  hr.vc  briefly  noticed  the  arrival  of  four  ves- 
sels at  Ne\v-Yo  rk,  which  were  captured  on  the 
coast  of  Africa,  by  the  United  States’  ship  Cyane, 
captain  'Vrenchard,  and  sent  in  for  adjudication,  as 
being  Jhnevivnn  property;  and  that  captain  T.  had 
captured  six  others  whicii  were  so  well  secured  by 
false  oaths  and  false  papers,  that  he  thought  it  ex- 
pedient to  let  them  go.  The  names  of  the  vessels 
sent  in  are,  the  I’lattsburg,  Endymion,  Esperanza 
and  Science.  We  learn  further,  that  the  British 
brig  rhislle,  had  captured  three  vessels  belonging 
to  Bristol,  R.  1,  one  of  which,  is  the  brig  Rambler, 
and  sent  them  to  Sierra  Leone;  and  that  similar 
prizes  almost  daily  arrived  at  that  port,  where  tlie 
vessels  arc  condemned  and  their  cargoes  emanci- 
pated. It  is  believed  that  there  are  about  tivo 
hundred  slave  ships  on  the  coast,  chiefly  under  the 
Spanish  flag',  but  in  a great  part  owned  and  manned 
by  the  British,  French  and  Americans.  T'ne  latter 
are  less  extensively  engaged  in  this  accursed  trade, 
perhaps,  than  the  British;  but  there  are  not  many 
of  our  principal  ports  at  which  there  is  not  resident 
a few  unprincipled  persons  who  lend  their  capital 
to  carry  on  this  infernal  business,  so  prodigal  of 
murder',  and  so  repugnant  to  every  thing  that  is 
honest  or  honorable. 

Wlien  tlie  Cyane  was  left,  she  vxas  in  chase  of  a 
small  vessel  called  the  Colodero  -butit  was  feared 
s!ie  would  escape  by  superior  sailing,  A patriot 
jjrivateer,  vvith  two  slave  ships  her  prizes,  were 
recently  detained  by  the  British  ship  Myrmidon; 
but  a comiiromise  was  effected,  and  the  privateer 
released,  .on  giving  up  her  prizes.  The  ship  Nova 
Fclicidade  was  captured  by  the  sloop  of  war  Phea- 
sant and  sent  to  Sierra  Leone;  the  .state  of  the 
cargo  is  thus  described  by  the  captain  of  the  latter 
vessel : 

“1  do  further  declare,  that  the  state  in  which 
those  unfortunate  creatures  were  found,  isshocking 
to  every  principle  of  humanity, —seventeen  men 
shackled  together  in  pairs  by  the  legs,  and  twenty 
boys,  were  on  the  other  side  in  the  main  hold,  a 
.space  measuring  eighteen  feet  in  lengtli,  seven 
it  et  eight  inches  in  main  breadth,  and  one  foot 
eigiit  inches  in  height,  and  under  them  the  yams 
for  their  su])port.  One  of  these  unfortunate  crea- 
tures was  in  the  last  state  of  dysentary,  whose 
natural  evacuations  ran  involuntarily  from  him 
among;st  those  yams,  creating  an  effluvia  too  shock- 
ing for  description.  On  their  being  released  from 
irons,  their  appearance  was  most  distressing* — 
scarcely  one  of  tliem  could  stand  on  his  legs,  from 
cramp  and  evident  starvation.  The  space  allowed 
for  the  females,  tliirty-fonr  in  number,  was  even 
more  coniracted  tlian  that  for  tlie  men,  measuring 
only  nine  feet  four  inches  in  Ic-ngth,  four  leet  i“ight 
inches  in  main  breadth,  and  two  feet  seven  inches 
in  height;  but  not  being  conflned  in  irons,  and 
pevliaps  allowed  during  the  day  to  come  on  deck, 
they  did  not  present  so  distressing  an  appearance 
as  the  men.” 

The  only  power  which  now  sanctions  the  slave 
Ir.ade  with  its  flag,  is  Portugal.  By  the  treaty  form- 
ed between  Great  Britain  and  Spain,  on  the  23d 
S'  ptember,  1817,  the  latter  agreed  to  prohibit  this 


trade  after  the  50lh  of  May,  1820,  In  consideration 
of  the  sum  of  400,0(.0/.  paid  liy  the  former  Though 
the  disinterestedness  of  the  British  government,  in 
its  endeavors  to  abolish  the  slave  trade,  (their  own 
colonies  being  sufflciently  fullj,  has  been  much 
doubted; — we  are  disposed  to  approbate  and  sup- 
port  her  measures  in  respect  to  it,  and  to  hope  th.at 
she  will  appr  opriate  a larger  portion  of  her  im- 
mense naval  means  to  annihilate  it  altogether;  and 
are  sincerely  glad  that  the  United  States  has  inter- 
fered and  lent  some  aid  to  effect  it.  We  hope  that 
at  least  one  fast-sailing  vessel  of  war  will  alway.s 
be  ke])t  cruizing  on  the  African  coast,  and  that  ail 
our  frigates  and  lesser  ships,  bound  to  or  from  Eu- 
ropie  or  the  Mediterranean,  except  when  despatch 
is  important,  will  be  ordered  to  sweep  the  coast 
and  support  the  majesty  of  the  laws,  by  bringing' 
the  man-stealers  to  their  penalty. 

By  the  act  of  congress,  passed  at  the  late  session, 
and  inserted  in  the  present  volume  of  the  Reots- 
TETi,  page  236,  the  punishment  of  death  is  to  be 
inflicted  on  such  of  our  citizens  as  are  found  to  be 
engaged  in  this  traffic,  and  the  law  appears  to  be 
so  carefully  worded  as  to  make  escape  very  diffi- 
cult  to  those  caught  in  the  fact.  But  another  sec- 
tion is  wanting  to  this  law,  which  should,  in  like 
manner,  have  affected  those  of  our  citizens  who  fit 
out  the  vessels,  or  supply  the  capital  for  the  trade; 
for  they,  indeed,  are  the  principals.  It  is  true,  tliat, 
by  superior  address  and  ctinning,  false  oaths  and 
false  papers,  these  might  frequently  escape,  for  the 
proof  of  their  crime  could  not  be  ea.ely  obtained; 
yet  the  conviction  of  one  great  merchant  and  libs 
consequent  execution,  could  do  more  as  an  exam- 
ple than  the  suffering  of  a dozen  thoughtless, 
friendless  and  deceived  sailors — who,  passing  to 
and  fro  and  without  a steady  home  any  where, 
would  hardly  seem  to  leave  a blank  in  society. 
The  other,  perchance,  fills  a large  space  in  a com- 
munity, keeps  the  best  company,  gives  splendid 
dinner  parties  and  balls — is  a bank  director,  per- 
haps, and  a member  of  sundry  humane  and  rcligi-. 
ous  societies; — and  his  punishment  would  be  a glo- 
rious act  of  justice:  it  would  be  remembered  for 
many  years,  and  cause  others  to  calculate  the  hazard 
at  which  their  unhallowed  wealth  is  acquired.  A 
regard  to  their  offlspring,  too,  would  have  a power- 
fel  operation  on  their  minds.  They  would  imagine 
that  it  miglit  be  said  of  their  children — “they  are 
wortli  so  and  so,  wliich  their  father  made  by  steal- 
ing  negroes, /oj’  w/a’cA  he  was  Az/'ag,-”and  this  would 
drive  them  out  of  every  thing  like  decent  society, 
though  they  themselves  might  be  guiltless 

I alway.s  wish  to  be  understood  as  deliberately 
opposed  to  capital  punisliments,  except,  perhaps, 
for  the  crime  of  treason  in  war,  and  for  cold,  cal- 
culating murder,  and  for  mansteallng— whether  by 
impressment  on  the  high  seas,  kidnapping  at  home, 
or  the  slave  trade  abroad  The  first  and  the  last 
of  these  involve  in  themselves  the  rank  offence  of 
murder,  in  addition  to  the  other  outrages  that  pri- 
marily belong  to  them;  and  the  latter  is  also  a crime 
against  posterity,  by  laying  the  foundation  for  such 
scenes  as  have  been  exhibited  in  Hispaniola ; and 
which  must  be  anticipated  in  other  places,  as  the 
natural,  irremedial)le  consequences  of  the  trade. 
Impressment  and  the  slave  trade  are  murderous,  for 
these  manifest  reasons — that  persons  are  thereby 
forced  into  conditions  fatal  to  life,  and  by  which 
great  multitudes  perish.  It  is  admitted,  that  a ])er- 
son  may  be  rightfully  compelled  to  bear  arms  in  de- 
fence of  his  own  country;  but  if  coerced  to  do  so  in 
support  of  the  wars  of  anotlier,  and  he  falls  by  bat- 
tle or  the  diseases  incident  to  his  invokmiary  silua- 
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tion,  he  is  as  completely  murdered,  in  the  eye  of 
justice,  as  if  those  who  seized  upon  him  had,  with- 
out provocation,  blown  out  his  brains  with  a pistol. 
And,  in  the  slave  trade,  it  is  estimated  that  about 
one  third  of  the  cari^oes  die  off;  as  may  well  be 
expected  from  the  condition  in  which  the  poor 
wretches  were  stowed  in  the  Nova  Feiicidade,  as 
described  above,  The  owner  of  a vessel,  then,  j 
fitted  to  bring'  300  slaves  from  Africa,  coldly  re- 
solves tliut  he  will  murder  one  hundred  persons 
who  never  offended  him,  that  he  may  make  a profit 
on  tile  sale  of  two  hundred  others,  wrested  by  the 
hand  of  violence  from  tlieir  homes  to  curse  some 
other  country  by  their  jiresence.  The  fact  is — we 
must  punish  some  of  these  mammoth  murderers, 
and  so  put  a stop  to  a trade  which  prostrates  every 
principle  of  the  law  of  Gon  and  man,  whether  it 
relates  to  the  present  happiness  or  future  repose  of 
nations,  and  countries,  and  persons. 

I apprehend  that  there  is  an  immense  difference 
between  those  who  hold  slaves,  and  such  as  intro- 
duce  them  from  Africa.*  The  first  is  an  evil  not  of 
our  own  making,  and  whicii  the  wisest  heads  and 
best  hearts  have  not  as  yet  discovered  any  practi- 
cable  plan  to  relieve  us  of— but  the  other  is  a voUin- 
tary  affair,  without  the  shadow  of  an  excuse  to 
palliate  it,  and  as  sincerely  deprecated  in  one  part 
of  the  union  as  the  other.  And  it  is  believed,  that 
far  the  greater  part,  perliaps  nine-tenths  of  the 
supposed  American  vessels  engaged  in  this  traffic, 
except  those  presumed  to  be  owned  in  Baltimore, 
belong  to  the  non-slaveholding  states 

It  is  exceedingly  to  be  regretted  that  eight  or 
ten,  or  perhaps  a less  number  of  unfeeling  men  in  a 
great  cit}^  should  have  the  power  to  spread  their 
own  character  over  a whole  community;  but  so  it 
will  be  until  the  public  indignation  shall  drag  them 
forth,  and  fix  them  up  as  objects  “for  scorn  to  point 
her  slow  unmoving  finger  at.^’ 

' CC/^^y  another  arrival  from  the  coast  of  Africa, 
we  learn  that  a swift  sailing  schooner  has  been 
purchased  as  a tender  to  the  Cyane,  and  manned 
and  armed  to  assist  in  protecting  the  new  colony 
just  forming  for  our  liberated  blacks,  and  for  in- 
tercepting vessels  engaged  in  the  slave  trade.  The 
colony  is  to  be  established  in  the  neighborhood  of 

make  this  remark  because  I have  seen  some 
observations  on  the  subject  which  I consider  as 
exceedingly  ungenerous  and  unjust— calculated  to 
do  harm  rather  than  to  answer  any  good  purpose  to 
the  cause  of  emancipation. 

■{■.Judge  Jackson,  of  the  western  circuit  of  Vir- 
ginia, in  a late  charge  the  grand  jury,  said — “The 
poor  African  is  stimulated  by  them  [those  who  car- 
ry on  the  slave  trade]  to  the  perpetration  of  the 
blackest  crimes,  in  order  that  he  may  furnish  fresh 
subjects  for  the  insatiable  cupidity  of  his  employ- 
ers. The  disgrace  and  criminality  of  this  traffic 
have  not  been  sufficient  to  deter  some  of  those 
claiming  the  protection  of  the  American  flag  and 
the  rights  of  citizenship,  from  engaging  in  it.  It 
is,  however,  gratifying  to  believe  that  the  citizens 
of  Virginia,  where  domestic  slavery  is  authorized, 
regarding  its  existence  as  an  evil  which  they  have 
not  been  able  to  devise  the  means  of  abolishing, 
hold  in  proper  abhorrence  every  effort  to  increase 
that  great  moral  and  political  calamity;  and  that 
they  have  not  been  partakers  of  the  crimes  so  often 
imputed  to  citizens  of  other  states,  where  slavery 
does  not  exist,  and  is  held  in  the  greatest  detesta- 
tion. It  is  your  duty,  nevertheless,  to  enquire,  and 
diligently  enquire,  whether  any  such  offenders  are. 
within  this  district.” 


the  island  of  Sherbro’ — the  country  is  said  be  beau- 
tiful and  healthy,  having  also  a good  harbor. 

The  preceding  was  written  for  last  week’s  Re- 
GTSTEB.  Since  then,  we  are  grateful  to  be  inform- 
ed, by  the  Georgetown  Jlessenger^  that  other  ves- 
sels of  the  United  States  will  be  despatched  to 
assist  the  Cyane,  in  her  present  mos.t  honorable 
employment.  The  Hornet  sloop  of  war,  sailed 
from  New- York  on  the  9thinst.  0!i  this  service.  We 
have  also  the  follow  ing  account  of  tlie  proceedings 
on  the  -persons  sent  home  in  the  vessels  captured 
by  the.  Cyane,  in  tiie  New-York  J\'ational  Advocate, 
of  the  lOtii  inst.  as  follows: 

“Some  days  since  were  brought  before  Mr.  jus- 
tice Livingston,  several  persons  wlto  had  been 
taken  by  the  sloop  of  war  Cyane,  from  on  board 
of  the  American  schooner  Science,  and  some  other 
vessels,  on  the  coast  of  Africa,  which  vessels  are 
alleged  to  have  been  employed  at  the  time  in  car- 
rying on  a traffic  in  slaves,  contrary  to  tlie  laws  of 
the  United  States. 

Mr,  Wells  and  Mr.  Blake  moved  for  the  dis- 
charge of  some  of  them,  on  the  ground  that  at  tiie 
time  of  their  being  taken  out  of  these  vessels,  it 
did  not  appear  that  there  were  any  slaves  on  board, 
so  that  they  could  not,  in  the  words  of  the  ac<,  He 
said  to  be  employed  “in  the  transportation  or  car- 
rying of  slaves  from  one  foreign  country,  or  place, 
to  anotlier.” 

Judge  Livingston  decided,  that  as  the  vessel? 
appeared  to  have  been  fitted  out  for  the  slave 
trade,  and  were  employed  therein,  when  these 
men  were  found  servmg  on  board,  their  case  was 
embraced  either  by  the  2d  or  3d  section  of  the  act 
of  congress,  which  was  passed  on  this  subject  tliC 
10th  of  May,  1800,  although  no,  negroes  or  slaves 
were  on  board  at  the  time.  He  accordingly  com. 
mined  all  who  were  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
or  were  residents  thereof  at  the  time  of  fitting  out 
these  vessels,  to  the  city  prison,  (excepting  one 
who  was  admitted  to  bail,)  to  take  their  trial  at  ih.e 
next  circuit  court  of  the  United  States  to  be  held 
in  this  city. 

Since  the  commitment  of  these  men,  we  under- 
stand that  a merchant  of  this  city,  and  a citizen  of 
the  United  States,  was  taken  before  judge  Livings- 
ton, on  a warrant  issued  by  lum,  on  a eliarge  of  fit- 
ting out  in  this  citjg  in  the  month  of  December 
last,  the  abovementloned  schooner  Science,  for  the 
purpose  of  her  being  employed  in  this  trade.  Tliij^ 
gentleman  was  bound  over  to  take  his  trial  at  the 
same  time. 

It  is  said  that  a s’pecial  court  will  be  appointed 
for  the  trial  of  tliese  men. 

Those  who  were  brought  before  the  judge,  and 
appeai*ed  to  be  subjects  of  other  powers,  and  never 
to  have  resided  in  the  L nited  States,  were  disc'’iarg- 
ed,  it  being  liis  opinion,  tluit  tLieirc.ise  was  not  in. 
eluded  in  any  of  the  laws  which  had  been  passe  . I 
for  the  proiiibition  of  this  trade.” 


American  prisoners  in  Hpain, 

It  gives  us  g-reat  pleasure  to  lay  before  our  rea- 
ders a late  correspondence  between  ,Mr.  Forsyth, 
our  minister  at  Madrid,  and  don  Juan  Jabat,  acting 
secretary  cf  state  for  foreign  affairs,  in  relation  to 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  wlio  have  been  so 
long  held  in  confinement  in  different  portions  of 
the  Spanish  dominions,  for  political  reasons — to 
which  is  added  tlie  translation  of  a royal  decree 
for  the  immediate  liberation  of  all  tbe^  ])risoners 

Ahil,  hit' 
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J\lr.  Forsyth,  minister  plenipotentiary  of  the  United 
States  at  Madrid,  to  Sr.  don  Juan  Jabat,  actmg  mi^ 
leister  of  state  for  Jar eig7i  affnirs. 

Mabuii),  March  31,  1820. 
Sir;  On  tlie  18th  of  May,  1819,  1 hail  tlie  honor 
to  transmit  to  the  marquis  de  Casa  Yru}o,  ad  inte- 
rim secretary  of  state,  a despatcli  and  representa- 
tion in  behai'f  of  some  Americans  confined  at  Mala- 
ga. On  the  31st  of  July,  I asked  the  attention  of 
liis  successor,  Mr  Salmon,  to  llie  same  subject.  On 
the  21st  Sept.  I presented  to  the  duke  of  San  Fer- 
r ando  a statement,  on  the  part  of  the  American  go- 
■'  ernment,  of  all  the  persons,  citizens  of  the  United 
States,  who  were  known  to  be  in  confinement  in 
different  portions  of  the  Spanish  dominions,  with  a 
list  of  their  names.  To  this  list  I requested  that 
three  other  persons’  names  might  be  added,  by  a 
jiote  of  the  6ih  October.  I’o  neither  of  those  se- 
veral applications,  have  I received  a reply.  The 
recent  and  very  interesting  events  which  have  oc- 
curred here,  lead  me  to  hope  that  a recurrence  to 
to  this  subject  may  be  useful.  Having  been  direct- 
ed by  the  president  of  the  United  States  to  use  all 
the  means  in  my  power  for  the  restoration  of  the 
Americans  confined  to  their  country  and  friends,  I 
trust  that  1 shall  be  excused  for  bringing  into  view 
n subject  of  apparently  minor  importance.  I have 
been  unofficially  informed,  that  the  A/nericans  who 
were  in  confinement  at  Malaga  have  been  liberated, 
whetlier  by  an  order  of  this  governiTjent  or  by  the 
spontaneous  generosity  of  the  local  authorities,  an 
ticipating  the  decision  at  Madrid,  1 know  not.  I 
persuade  myself,  if  his  majesties  attention  should, 
in  the  midst  of  the  \veighty  concerns  that  now 
occupy  his  royal  mind,  be  recalled  to  this  subject, 
that  the  same  liberal  indulgence  would  be  granted 
to  all.  A generous  forgetfulness  of  past  differences 
of  opinion  among  Spaniards  has  been  proclaimed 
and  warmly  recommended.  I should  feel  the  most 
heartfelt  satisfaction  ifthe  same  magnanimous  poli- 
cy slionld  be  extended  to  my  suffering  countrymen, 
v.'ithout  discrimination.  'I'ho.se  who  are  innocent 
would  receive  it  gratefully,  since  the  culpable 
''votdd  partake  of  its  benefits.  I forbear  to  dilate 
on  this  subject,  referring’ you  to  what  has  been  pre- 
viously addressed  to  your  predecessors,  contenting 
myself  witli  repeating,  that  such  .an  act  would  pro- 
duce tlie  happiest  effects  on  the  future  relations  of 
Spain  and  the  United  States,  two  nations  who  have 
many  common,  few  opposite  interests,  and  who 
have,  at  this  moment,  in  the  similarity  and  liberali- 
ty of  their  institutions,  stronger  inducements  to 
draw  near  to  each  other,  than  any  other  two  powers 
on  the  globe. 

1 renew  to  yon,  sir,  the  offering  of  my  most  sin- 
cere respect  and  perfect  consideration. 

JOHN  FOIISYTH. 

Transl'ition  of  a letter  of  don  Jumi  Jabat,  ncthig 

minister  of  state  for  fnreirrn  ajftiirs,  at  Madrid,  to 

the  luiiiFter  plenipotentiary  of  the  United  States. 

Siu;  T have  the  satisfaction  to  communicate  to 
yon,  for  the  information  of  yony  government,  that 
the  king  of  the  Sjiains,  de.sirous  to  give  to  the 
United  Strdes  of  America  continued  proofs  ofhi.s 
friendship  for  them,  and  of  his  wi.sh  to  evince  it 
moi-e  strongly,  at  ajicriod  wlien,  by  the  principles 
of  tbeir  respective  governments,  both  people  have 
more  nearly  approximated  to  each  other,  has  re- 
solved to  set  at  liberty  all  the  Americans,  of  the 
United  States,  made  prisoners  withintbe  dominions 
of  Spain,  for  having  taken  part  in  the  di.sturbances 
of  his  American  colonics. 

Jlis  majesty,  in  commanding  me  to  make  to  you 


this  communication,  has  further  charged  me  to  ex- 
press his  hope  that  this  generous  proceeding  will 
be  duly  appreciated  by  your  government;  and  the 
rather,  when  the  injuries  resulting  to  Spain,  from 
a conduct  so  unjustifiable,  are  taken  into  consider- 
ation; and  that  it  will,  in  future,  e.xert  its  whole 
authority  and  influence  to  suppress  every  hostile 
or  piratical  act  derogatory  to  those  principles  of 
sound  morality  which  should  form  the  rule  of  con- 
duct of  all  nations  governeol,  as  in  the  case  of  Spain 
and  the  United  States,  by  a constitution  founded  on 
wisdom  and  justice. 

I hereupon  renew  to  you  the  assurance  of  my 
high  respect,  and  I pray  Godlongto  preserve  you*. 

Madrid,  12th  April,  1820. 

JUAN  JABAT. 

[TRANSLATION.] 

Copy  of  the  decree  issued  by  Ids  majesty  Jor  the  libera^ 

tion  of  such  Americans,  of  the  United  States,  as  have 

been  made  prisoners  for  taking  part  ivith  the  insur. 

gents  in  America. 

Most  excellent  sir:  The  king  having  been  pleas- 
ed to  issue  an  act  of  pardon  and  oblivion,  is  desir- 
ous of  giving  immediate  effect  to  it  by  setting  at 
liberty  all  such  Americans,  of  the  United  States,  as 
have  been  made  prisoners  within  his  dominions  for 
having  borne  arms  with  the  insurgents;  for  having 
acted  as  spies;  for  liaving  been  arrested  without  the 
requisite  passports;  for  having  aided  and  abetted,, 
directly  or  indirectly,  the  existing'  rebellion  in  his 
American  possessions;  and,  in  fine,  all  siicli  as  have 
not  committed  the  crimes  of  robbery  and  assassina- 
tion, or  who  are  confined  for  just  debts.  Circular 
letters  to  this  effect  are  to  be  immediately  des- 
patched to  all  competent  officers  in  America,  in 
Spain,  and  in  the  garrisons  abroad. 

All  which  I communicate  by  royal  order,  for 
your  information,  and  to  serve  the  needful  purpo- 
ses. God  preserve  you  many  years. 

JUAN  JABAT. 

Palace,  12th  April,  1820. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  seig?iior  Don  Juan  .Tabnt. 

Marrip,  April  12,  1820. 

Sir  : I have  had  the  honor  to  receive  your  ex- 
cellency’s note  of  this  day’s  date,  giving  me  infor- 
mation that  the  king  of  the  Spains  had  determined 
to  liberate  all  the  Americans,  prisoners  in  the 
Spanish  dominions,  for  having  interfered  in  the 
disturbances  with  the  Americans.  I shall  hasten 
to  transmit  this  pleasing  intelligence  to  the  go- 
vernment of  my  country,  who  will  find  in  it  new 
motives  to  prevent  all  violations  of  that  neutrality, 
within  the  strict  limits  of  which  it  resolved  to  con- 
fine itself  at  the  commencement  of  those  distur- 
bances. It  is  with  infinite  pleasure  I shall  perform 
this  duty,  as  T well  know  this  act  of  his  catholic 
majesty  will  be  highly  grateful  in  itself  to  the  Ame- 
rican government,  and  be  considered  as  the  pre- 
sage of  future  harmony  between  Spain  and  the 
United  States — the  evidence  of  the  spirit  of  gener- 
ous vriendship  which  is  hereafter  to  animate  and 
regulate  the  intercourse  between  them.  1 rejoice 
that  the  policy  and  the  circumstances  of  his  go- 
vernment have  permitted  tlie  indulgence  of  his 
majesty’s  benevolent  disposition  towards  my  suf- 
fering countrymen, 

T renew  to  your  excellency  the  assurance  of  my 
high  respect  and  consideration. 

JOHN  FOBSYTH. 

Mr.  Forsyth  to  the  consuls  of  the  United  States  on  the 
.Mediterranean,  in  Spam. 

MAniui),  April  13,  1820. 

Sir  r I have  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you,  that 
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tlie  king  of  the  Spains  has  directed  all  the  Ameri- 1 
«ans,  prisoners  in  different  parts  of  the  Spanish 
dominions  for  having  intermeddled  in  the  distur- 
bances with  the  Americans,  to  be  liberated.  I give 
you  this  information,  that  you  may  take  the  earliest 
opportunity  to  convey  it  to  the  Americans  who  may 
be  in  confinement  in  your  neighborhood.  At  the 
same  time,  you  are  hereby  authorized  to  say  to 
them,  that  the  expense  of  their  yoyage,  from  the 
place  of  confinement  to  the  United  States,  will  be 
advanced,  if  necessary,  by  the  American  govern- 
ment. For  this  purpose,  any  advances  you-  may 
make  wifi  be  repaid  to  you  out  of  the  contingent 
fund  of  this  legation,  or  at  the  department  of  state 
in  Washington,  at  your  option.  I am,  8cc. 

JOHN  FORSYTH. 

Legislature  of  Maine. 

The  31st  ultimo  being  the  day  designated  by  the 
constitution  for  convening  the  first  legislature  of 
the  new  state  of  Maine,  a quorum  of  the  members 
elect  attended —JbAn  Chandler^  esq.  was  chosen 
president  of  the  senate,  and  Benjamin  Amesy  esq. 
unanimously  elected  speaker  of  the  house  of  repre- 
sentatives: both  of  whom  addressed  their  respec- 
tive houses  and  in  an  appropriate  manner. 

The  votes  for  governor  being  officially  counted, 
it  appeared  that  William  Kingy  esq.  had  21,083,  and 
was  elected  almost  unanimously — the  whole  num- 
ber given  being  only  22,914. 

The  houses  then  proceeded  to  examine  the  elec- 
tions of  their  own  members,  and  fully  to  organize 
themselves — and,  on  the  2d  instant,  they  received 
the  following  MESSAGE  from  the  governor,  who 
had  been  duly  qualified  before  the  two  houses  on 
tlie  preceding  day,: 

Gentlemen  o f the  senate  and  o f the 
house  of  representaimes. 

The  political  connexion,  which  had  so  long  sub 
sisted  between  Massachusetts  and  Maine  being  dis- 
solved, it  is  a source  of  much  satisfaction  to  reflect, 
that  the  measures,  adopted  for  its  accomplishment, 
have  effected  the  object  in  the  most  friendly  man- 
ner. A great  and  powerful  commonwealth  volun- 
tarily yielding  up  her  jurisdiction  over  a large  por- 
tion of  her  citizens  and  territory,  over  whom  she 
held  an  undisputed  and  rightful  sovereignty;  these 
citizens  peaceably  and  quietly  forming  themselves 
into  a new  and  independent  state,  framing  and 
adopting  with  unexampled  harmony  and  unanimity 
a constitution,  embracing-  all  the  essential  princi- 
ples of  liberty  and  good  government;  these  are 
jevents  which  constitute  a memorable  era  in  the 
history  of  our  state — events  for  which  you,  no 
doubt,  as  well  as  our  fellow-citizens  in  general,  will 
acknowledge  with  gratitude  that  divine  goodness 
which  directs  and  controls  the  concerns  of  men. 

The  act  of  Massachusetts,  assenting  to  the  for- 
mation of  the  district  of  Maine  into  a separate  and 
independent  state,  also  provides  for  a division  of 
the  public  property.  Although  a large  majority 
of  the  legislative  body,  which  passed  that  act,  was 
constituted  of  members  from  Massaclmse*  ts  pro- 
per, who  thus  had  it  in  their  power  to  dictate  the 
terms,  the  principles  of  division  as  settled  by  them 
• are  so  equitable  and  just,  that  they  have  received 
the  general  approbation.  By  this  correct  and  wise 
coarse  of  policy,  the  executive  and  legislative  de- 
partments of  that  government  have  laid  the  founda- 
tion of  a lasting  harmony  between  the  two  states. 

Assembled  for  the  purpose  of  performing  the 
first  acts  of  legislatipn,  on  you  is  devolved  the  ar- 
duous anc|  important  duty  of  devising,  maturi  ng, 


and  perfecting  a system  of  wise,  equal  and  whole- 
some laws.  Nor  is  the  responsibility  and  difficul- 
ty of  your  situations,  as  members  of  the  first  legis- 
lature, diminished  by  the  consideration  that  the 
consequences,  which  may  result  from  your  delibe- 
rations will  have  an  important  bearing  on  the  ge- 
nerations, which  are  to  succeed  you,  as  well  upon 
the  present  ansi  future  character  and  standing  of 
the  state. 

The  establishment  and  organization  of  a supreme 
judicial  court  will  require  your  early  attention.  As 
the  security  of  the  people,  the  uninterrupted  enjoy- 
ment of  individual  rights,  the  protection  of  proper- 
ty and  the  peace  and  harmony  of  society,  in  a great 
measure,  depend  upon  the  correct  exposition  and 
impartial  administration  of  the  laws  through  the  in- 
strumentality of  our  courts  of  justice,  it  is  highly 
important  to  the  people  themselves,  that  such  ade- 
quate compensation  should  be  assigned  to  our  first 
judicial  officers  as  shall  command  the  services  of 
men  of  unquestionediutegrity,  possessing  the  first 
intelligence  and  extensive  legal  attainments. 

Connected  with  the  establishment  of  our  judicial 
system  there  is  a subject,  which  I submit  to  jmur 
consideration  with  great  diffidence.  Our  statutes, 
which  embrace,  as  is  well  known,  but  a small  portion 
of  our  laws,  are  comprised  In  five  or  six  large  vo- 
lumes. In  many  cases,  in  consequence  of  explana- 
tory, additional,  supplementary  and  partially  re- 
pealingfacts,  it  has  become  difficult  to  ascertain 
what  the  law  is.  Under  a government  such  as 
ours,  a government  of  laws,  and  not  of  men,  it 
ougiit  to  be  one  of  its  first  principles  that  the  laws 
should  be  simple  and  plain  and  easy  to  be  under- 
stood. A new  and  revised  code  of  statute  law  there- 
fore, it  is  believed  is  exceedingly  desirable  as  it 
certianly  is  practicable.  It  also  becomes  an  inte- 
resting question,  whether  it  is  not  practicable,  as 
well  as  desirable,  to  extend  the  revision  still  farther. 
When  the  United  States  assumed  their  indepen- 
dence, it  became  necessary  for  the  several  states, 
and  Massachusetts  among  them,  to  adopt  the  then 
existing  colonial  statutes,  together  with  the  common 
law  of  Great  Britain,  embracing  also  a considerable 
portion  of  her  statutes.  This  heterogeneous  mass, 
with  the  statutes  and  judicial  decisions  of  Massachu- 
setts has  been  provisionlly  adopted  by  this  state;  in 
addition  to  which,  we  have  those  of  the  United 
States;  the  whole  combined,  forming  such  a variety 
of  laws,  opinions  and  judicial  decisions,  as  to  fill  so 
many  volumes,  that  few  fortunes  can  purchase  them, 
and  still  fewer  capacities  correctly  understand 
them.  A condensed,  plain,  per.spicuous  and  well 
digested  code,  therefore,  embracing  every  branch 
of  civil  and  criminal  law',  as  well  as  the  forms  of 
proceeding  in  the  several  courts,  would,  it  is  believ- 
ed, be  a most  invaluable  acquisition  to  tlie  citizens 
of  this  .state.  That  the  compilation  and  establish- 
ment of  such  a code  is  not  altogether  visionary,  i.s 
demonstrated  by  tlie  fact,  that  such  a code  has  not 
only  been  framed  and  established  for  itself  by  a 
foreign  nation  in  our  own  times,  but  is  universally 
acknowledged  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  national 
benefits  ever  confered  on  any  country  in  any  age. 
If  the  enacting  of  such  a code  is  ever  practicable 
under  a government  constituted  like  ours,  there 
can  be  no  period  more  favorable  to  its  accomplish- 
ment, than  the  present,  when  we  are  just  com- 
menclng  our  political  course,  as  a new  and  imle- 
pendent  state,  and  when  so  general  a dis])ositiou 
prevails  to  harmonize  in  all  measures  calculated  to 
promote  the  best  interests  of  the  comiTuinlty. — 
Should  the  legislature  deem  it  expedient  to  adopt 
any  measures  preparatory  to  sucii  a general  revi- 
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sion  of  ouv  laws,  I would  recommend  that  pro- 
visnn  be  made  for  establishing'  a board  o f jurispru- 
dence,^ to  consist  of  men  best  qualified  for  the  duties 
of  such  a station,  with  instructions  to  digest  and 
prepare  such  a code,  and  report  the  same  to  the 
legislature. 

The  situation  of  our  fellow  citizens,  employed  in 
agricultural  pursuits,  will  not  suffer  in  comparison 
with  tliat  of  those  of  any  other  part  of  our  country. 
It  furnishes  the  most  plenary  evidence  how  advan- 
tageous this  employment  is  to  the  people  of  our 
state.  The  encouragement  which  agriculture  has  re- 
ceived not  only  from  government  but  from  patriotic 
individuals,  and  the  consequent  advances  which  it 
has  made,  afford  the  ••  ost  satisfactory  evidence  of 
the  importance  of  a continued  and  more  particular 
attention  to  thatinterest.  'i  lie  propriety  of  encou- 
I'aging  our  various  agricultural  societies  at  this  time 
cannot  be  doubted.  As  the  inhabitants  of  a good  soil 
and  healthy  dim, ate,  we  owe  it  to  a bountiful  provi- 
dence to  do  all  in  our  power  to  make  it  the  resi- 
dence of  men  alike  prosperous  and  happy. 

The  manufacturing  business  of  the  country  is  at 
this  time  acquiring  new  energy.  The  capital  now 
employed,  though  already  large,  will  necessarily  be 
increased;  as  this  state  furnishes  an  unusual  number 
of  sites,  wliere  water  power  can  be  applied  with 
advantage,  I sugg^^st  for  your  consideration,  whe- 
the'- there  would  not  be  a propriety  and  sound  po 
iicy  in  exempting  all  such  manufacturing  establish- 
ments, as  are  or  may  be  located  within  this  state, 
as  far  as  the  principles  of  the  constitution  tvill  ad- 
mit, from  every  species  of  taxation  for  a considera- 
ble term  of  time.  Some  such  encouragement  the 
manufacturing  interest  at  this  time  requires.  If 
yielded,  the  state  will  no  doubt  find  itself  amply 
indemnified  by  the  increase  of  capital  and  a large 
accession  of  respectable  inhabitants. 

The  fisheries  of  our  coast,  bays  and  rivers  are  so 
connected,  tlie  one  with  the  other,  and  are  an  in- 
terest so  important  to  the  people,  that  they  will 
require  your  particular  attention.  The  laws  enact- 
ed for  their  regulation  differ  so  materially,  that  it 
may  well  be  doubted,  whether  all  their  provisions 
are  calculated  to  promote  the  public  good,  and 
whether,  in  some  instances,  the  views  of  individu- 
als and  sections  of  country  have  not  been  too  muck 
consulted. 

The  lands  belonging  to  the  state  will  also  deserve 
your  attention.  Should  a system  be  adopted  for 
their  management,  calculated  to  prevent  specula- 
tion, at  the  same  time  giving  every  encourage- 
ment to  the  real  settler,  the  expectations  of  the 
best  friends  of  Maine  will  be  fully  realized  in  an  ex- 
tended cultivation  and  an  increased  number  of  in- 
habitants. The  system,  which  has  hitherto  been 
pursued,  you  will  probably  think  has  little  to  re- 
commend it  for  further  experiment.  The  inconve- 
niences and  embarrassments,  which  the  settlement, 
as  well  as  the  settlers  themselves,  have  in  many  in- 
stances experienced  from  the  large  proprietors, 
will,  it  is  presumed,  long  be  remembered  in  order 
to  be  guarded  against  by  future  legislators.  A part 
of  the  public  lands  is  covered  with  timber,  which 
hereafter  will  be  valuable;  at  the  same  time  the 
land  itself  is  not  generally  well  calculated  for  set- 
tlement. "I’he  preservation  of  tlie  timber  there- 
fore will  be  highly  interesting  to  the  state. 

Wliat  progress  has  been  made  under  the  fifth 
article  of  the  British  treaty  in  settling  the  eastern 
boundary  of  the  state  against  the  province  of  New 
Brunswick,  and  the  northern  boundaiy  againstthat 
of  Lower  Canaria,  I am  not  able  to  inform  you. — 
As  this  state  and  Massachusetts  have  so  deep  an 


interest  in  the  settlement  of  these  boiindariesj 
there  would  seem  to  have  been  a propriety  in  the 
agent  appointed  on  the  part  of  tlie  United  States, 
being  taken  from  one  of  these  two  states.  But, 
under  existing  circumstances,  you  will  consider 
whether  the  interest  of  the  state  does  not  requix'e 
from  you  the  adoption  of  such  arrangements,  as  are 
best  calcul.ated  to  afford  the  present  agent  such 
information  in  relation  to  this  important  subject, 
as  the  people  in  this  state  have  it  in  their  power 
to  give. 

A revisal  of  the  militia  law  is  rendered  necessary 
with  a view  of  conforming  it  to  the  equitable  provi- 
sions of  the  constitution.  Other  improvements  also 
will  no  doubt  suggest  themselves.  Tiie  peculiar 
situation  of  this  state  renders  the  most  particular  at- 
tention to  the  militia  necessary.  Our  future  safety 
as  well  as  the  honor  of  the  country  requires  it.  And 
now  that  the  service  is  to  be  performed  equally 
by  all,  all  will  no  doubt  unite  in  rendering  it  highly 
honorable. 

The  arms  received  by  the  commonwealth  of  Mas- 
sachusetts from  the  United  States,  are  to  be  divided 
between  the  two  states  in  proportion  to  the  returns 
of  the  militia,  according  to  which  the  arms  were 
received  As  an  early  application  will  be  made 
for  this  state’s  proportion,  your  attention  to  the  sub- 
ject, as  well  as  to  the  necessary  provision  for  their 
deposite  and  security  at  some  convenient  place,  is 
rendered  necessary. 

According  to  the  terms  of  the  act  relating  to  the 
separation,  one  third  of  all  such  sums,  as  may  be  re- 
ceived from  the  United  States  on  account  of  the 
claim  of  Massachusetts  for  expenses  incurred  for 
the  defence  of  the  state  duringthe  late  war,  is,  when 
received,  to  be  paid  over  to  the  stale  of  IVIaine. 
Whatever  difference  of  opinion  may  have  ex'i^sted 
in  relation  to  the  mode,  there  could  be  none  as  to 
the  .necessity  of  the  expenditure  incurred  within 
this  portion  of  the  commonwealth;  as  the  most  va- 
luable part  of  this  district  was  defended  in  conse- 
quence of  it.  My  situation  during  the  late  war 
gave  me  an  opportunity  to  be  acquainted  with  the 
details  of  the  service  of  most  of  the  militia  within 
tliis  section  of  the  commonwealth.  They  were  or- 
dered out  ©nly  on  necessary  and  proper  occasions; 
they  were  discharged  immediately  on  the  enemy’s 
retiring.  To  the  allowance  of  this  claim  the  United 
States  have  interposed  certain  objections;  but  al- 
though the  subject  has  been  repeatedly  presented 
to  the  consideration  of  congress,  no  definite  deci- 
sion lias  been  passed  upon  its  merits.  It  is  believed 
to  be  interesting  to  the  United  States,  as  well  as 
to  Massachusetts  and  Maine,  that  you  should  adopt 
such  measures  in  relation  to  it,  as  are  best  calcu- 
lated to  bring  this  claim  to  a speedy  and  equitable 
decision. 

Having  adverted  to  the  defence  of  this  part  of 
the  country  during  the  late  war,  it  would  be  ne- 
glect of  duty  on  my  part  not  to  remind  you,  that, 
as  there  is  no  state  in  lliis  union,  whose  inland  fron- 
tier is  more  exposed,  so  there  is  none,  which  lias 
so  extensive  and  so  exposed  a maritime  frontier,  as 
Maine.  Yet,  while  military  roads  are  making  to  aid 
the  defence  of  some  portions  of  our  country,  and 
bays,  rivers  and  towns,  are  fortifying  for  the  defence 
of  others,  most  of  the  garrisons  and  other  works 
within  this  state,  erected  at  considerable  expense 
by  the  national  government,  are  now  withonta sin- 
gle soldier  to  guard  them,  and  for  want  of  necessary 
attention  rapidly  falling  into  decay.  It  only  re- 
quires that  our  situation  should  be  properly  repre- 
sented and  understood,  that  the  procedure  should 
be  corrected  and  the  desired  effect  produced. 
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The  commonwealth  of  Massachusetts  has  stipu- 
lated to  pay  to  tlie  state  of  Maine,  thirty  thousand 
dollars  for  performin,^  certain  duties  and  obliga- 
tions to  the  Indians  within  this  state,  provided  the 
assent  of  the  Indians  and  a release  of  that  common- 
wealth from  all  her  engagements  to  them  are  first 
obtained.  In  I'ecommending  this  subject  to  your 
consideration,  I indulge  tlie  hope  that  such  mea- 
sures will  be  adopted  as,  while  they  are  least  ex- 
pensive to  the  state,  shall  be  best  calculated  to  pro- 
tect the  rigiitsand  secure  to  this,  the  last  remnant 
of  the  natives,  residing  among  us,  all  that  comfort 
which  they  are  capable  of  enjoying. 

I'he  amount  for  travel  and  attendance  of  the 
members  of  the  late  convention,  and  for  incidental 
expenses,  was  twenty-one  thousand  one  hundred 
find  thirty-one  dollars.  The  sum  received  from 
the  treasury  of  MassaclniseUs,  as  provided  by  the 
act  relating  to  the  separation,  was  seven  thousand 
seven  hundred  and  forty-two  dollars,  leaving  a ba- 
lance ©f  thirteen  thousand  three  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty-nine dollars.  To  discharge  this  balance  and  other 
accruing  expenses,  the  sum  of  fourteen  thousand 
dollars  w'ere  borrowed  from  the  banks  of  the  state; 
for  the  repayment  of  which  it  will  be  necessary  for 
the  legislature  to  make  provision. 

Ti-e  recel  ts  into  the  treasury,  agreeably  to  our 
present  system  of  revenue,  will  be,  from  the  state 
tax  twenty-eight  thousand  seven  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty-six dollars;  from  the  bank  tax  seventeen  thou- 
sand and  seven  hundred  dollars;  from  licenses  pro- 
bably six  thousand  dollars — to  which  add  for  the 
present  year  eight  thousand  dollars  to  be  received 
from  the  treasury  of  Massachusetts,  amounting  in 
the  whole  to  sixty  thousand  four  hundred  and  eigh- 
ty six  dollars.  What  is  to  be  the  amount  of  the  ex- 
penditure of  the  state  is  by  the  people  confided  to 
you.  It  is  very  desirable  that  the  receipts  into  the 
treasury  should  exceed  by  a considerable  amount 
the  estimated  expenditure,  in  order  that  you  may 
be  enabled  to  endow  our  literary  institutions,  en- 
courage agriculture  and  lay  the  foundation  for  such 
public  roads,  canals  and  otlier  improveihents,  as  the 
general  interest  of  the  state  may  require 

The  existing  embarrassments  in  our  circulating 
medium  cannot,  it  is  believed,  affect  our  revenues. 
The  alarm,  in  relation  to  the  country  banks,  whicli 
originated  in  the  capital  of  Massachusetts,  and  un- 
fortunately extended  itself  into  this  state,  is  fast 
subsiding;  not  however  without  havingfirst  reduced 
thrjee  of  our  fifteen  banks  to  the  necessity  of  sus- 
pending specie  payments.  This  course  it  is  pre. 
aumed  was  intended  by  these  banks  only  as  a tem- 
porary measure,  adopted  to  prevent  improper  sa- 
crifices on  their  part,  as  well  as  to  secure  the  hold- 
ers of  their  paper  against  any  eventual  loss  The 
present  situation  of  our  monied  concerns  cannot  be 
of  long  duration,  in  a section  of  country  possessing 
so  many  advantages.  A return  to  prudent  econo- 
mical pursuits  and  habits  of  life  for  several  years 
past  on  the  part  of  our  farmers,  has  placed  them  in 
the  most  eligible  situation.  It  is  only  necessary  | 
that  the  trading  and  mechanic  portions  of  the  com- 
munity should  imitate  the  example  to  derive  equal 
benefits.  The  effect  of  such  a course  wpon  the 
prosperity,  the  morals,  and  the  happiness  of  the 
people  would  soonbecome  visible;  confidence  would 
be  restored,  and  specie  would  resume  its  place  in 
the  viiults  of  the  banks. 

AdmittecTinto  the  union  as  a constituent  member 
of  the  American  family,  I need  not  remind  you 
that  the  .selection  of  two  of  our  most  distinguished  j 
citizens  to  represent  this  state  in  tbe  senate  of  the 
■United  States  has  become  necessary.  In  making  1 


this  important  selection,  I feel  confident  that  the 
legislature  will  look  with  a single  eye  to  the  cha- 
racter, the  honor,  and  the  best  interests  of  the 
state. 

The  constitution  under  which  you  are  assembled 
points  out  generally  those  duties  which  it  is  neces- 
sary should  be  performed  by  the  first  legislature. 
Having,  in  conformity  with  the  provisions  of  that 
instruinent,  suggested  for  your  consideration  suck 
subjects  as  I consider  deserving  your  attention,  I 
request  you,  gentlemen,  to  be  assured  that  nothing 
would  afford  me  so  much  pleasure  as  concurring 
with  you  in  all  measures  calculated  to  promote  the 
general  prosperity,  so  that  our  fellow  citizens  may 
view  the  present  with  satisfaction,  and  look  for- 
ward with  confidence  to  the  future;  and  that,  under 
the  blessing  of  a wise  and  gracious  Providence,  the 
union  of  the  states  and  the  freedom  and  happiness 
of  the  people  may  be  perpetual. 

WILLIAM  KlNd, 

Council  chamber,  June  2d,  1820. 


Foreign  Articles, 

GHKAT  BIUTAIX  AXO  IIIELAJTJ}. 

London  dates  of  JVlay  4. 

Thisllewood,  Ings,  Brunt,  Tidd  and  Davidsofs 
were  executed  for  high  treason  on  the  1st  of  May. 
All  the  rest  of  the  conspirators,  except  one,  were 
embarked  for  Botany  Bay,  to  be  banished  for  life. 

The  account  of  their  execution  fills  five  heavy  co- 
lumns of  a newspaperl  The  prisoners  heard  the 
annunciation  of  the  time  of  their  execution  with 
great  composure — Tliistlewood  said,  “the  sooner 
we  go,  sir,  the  better.’’  Some  of  those  that  were 
respited  expressed  great  joy— others  heard  of  it 
without  any  emotion.  Poor  Gilchrist  has  been  re- 
spited without  mention  of  the  commutation  of  pu- 
nishment, and  will  probably  be  discharged. 

'Phe  parting  of  these  unfortunate  men  from  tlteir 
families  is  particularly  described.  They  preserved 
a manly  firmness.  The  scaffold  for  executing  them 
was  erected  on  Sunday,  in  part  by  torch  iigh.t,  in 
the  presence  of  thousands  of  curious  spectators — 
some  of  whom,  in  order  to  have  a good  view  of  tl^e 
execution,  remained  in  their  places  all  night— and 
tlie  windows  within  view  of  it  were  let  out  at  one 
pound  per  head  ! Seven  hundred  special  consta- 
bles were  on  the  spot — but  the  people  behaved 
peaceably. 

Early  in  the  morning,  the  military,  the  constables 
and  firemen  were  in  attendance,  and  a little  after 
7 o’clock,  all  the  horrid  ceremonies  being  in  readi- 
ness, Thistlewood  was  brought  forth.  “His  deport- 
ment was  firm,  he  looked  round  at  the  multitude 
with  calmness,”  Tidd  came  next,  a.nd  nodded  fa- 
miliarly to  some  persons  that  he  knew.  On  bis 
ascending  the  scaffold,  Ings  gave  three  cheers — and 
sung,  “O  give  me  death  or  liberty.”  At  this  time 
Thistlewood  .vaid  to  Tidd,  “we  shall  soon  know  the 
last  grand  secret.”  Davidson  was-  firm,  without 
affecting  indifference — and  seemed  to  be  engaged 
with  the  clergy  present  in  attendance,  whom  the 
rest  had  rejected.  Brunt  appeared  indifferent— - 
he  had  a laugh  on  his  countenance.  .Tiist  before 
their  caps  were  drawn  over  their  eyes,  Thistlewood 
said,  “I  have  but  a few  moments  to  live;  I hope  you 
will  tell  the  world  that  I died  a sincere  friend  lo 
liberty.”  Ings  said,  “1  die  an  enemy  to  tyrants. 
Recollect,  put  that  down;”  and  a little  v.;hile  alter 
added,  “I  am  not  afraid  to  go  before  God  or  man. 

1 know  there  is  a God,  and  J.  hope  he’ll  be  merci- 
ful.” The, drop  then  fell,  and  in  three  minutes  their 
sufFevings  were  over. 
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At  the  end  of  half  an  hour,  the  bodies  were  cut 
Aown  one  by  one,  and  beheaded  by  a person  wear- 
ing; a mask.  This  was  done  with  a knife;  and  when 
the  ])eople  saw  it  applied  to  tl)e  throat  of  Thistle- 
vood,  they  raised  a shout  of  horror  and  reproach. 
But  the  head  was  cut  off  and  held  up,  while  the 
executioner  called  out,  “This  is  the  head  of  Arthur 
Thistlevvood,  a traitor.”  When  he  was  proceed- 
ing '.vith  Tidd,  he  was  received  with  groans  and 
hisses,  and  cries  of  “shoot  the  murderer” — “bring 
eut  Edwards,”  &c.  which  increased  when  he  was 
beheading  the  last.  The  whole  period  of  the  exe- 
cution was  one  hour  and  eight  minutes.  Quick 
lime  was  thrown  on  the  bodies,  after  they  had 
been  placed  in  the  coffins.  The  person  that  de- 
capitated them  was  the  same  that  beheaded  colo- 
nel Despard,  and  his  associates,  several  years  ago. 

Here  follows  a long  account  of  the  conduct  of 
those  executed,  on  the  day  and*  night  previous. 
Jngs  and  Brunt  were  callous  of  feeling,  except  on 
account  of  their  families.  Thistlevvood  and  Tidd 
were  sedate,  and  Davidson  serious,  praying  several 
times. 

And  thus  ends  the  famous  “Cato  street  conspira- 
cy”— which  has  occupied  a space  and  excited  a 
degree  of  public  attention  far  beyond  the  real  me- 
rits of  the  case 

A reward  of  300^.  is  offered  for  two  persons 
charged  with  high  treason  at  Glasgow. 

The  queen’s  arrival  in  England  was  shortly  ex- 
pected. 

The  London  Sun  says,  that  sir  Henry  Wellesley, 
ambassador  to  Spain,  was  likely  to  return  soon, 
without  the  formality  of  taking  leavm  of  the  Spa- 
nish court.  His  lady,  we  understand,  is  already  on 
her  journey  home. 

The  chancellor  of  the  exchequer  has  proposed 
that  there  be  granted  to  his  majesty,  a revenue  of 
850, 000^  per  annum  for  Great  Britain,  and  270,000 
for  Ireland,  to  commence  from  the  demise  of  the 
late  king. 

Money  is  so  abundant  in  London,  that  good  bills 
ire  readily  discounted  at  4 percent.,  and  for  short 
periods,  at  3 and  even  2 per  cent.  On  the  3d  of 
May,  3 per  cent,  consols  were  at  68|;  American 
6 per  cents.  102  a 103 — U.  S.  bank  shares,  22/. 
Wheat,  average,  April  22,  68s.  Hr/. 

fuaxck: 

The  celebrated  Vobiey  lately  died  at  Paris.  He 
met  his  fate  witli  “’ihilosophic  courage.”  Sarazin 
has  been  sent  in  chains  to  his  place  of  destination. 
Tlie  trial  of  Louvel  was  soon  to  commence,  lie- 
cruiting  goes  on  actively  in  France.  The  nation 
appeared  to  be  quiet. 

SPAIX. 

A round-about  report  reached  us  last  week, 
which  stated  that  the  king  of  Spain  had  ran  away 
from  Madrid  and  escaped  into  France. 

I'he  London  Star,  of  April  1st,  mentions  the  re- 
ceipt of  two  letters,  affirming  that  the  king  of  Spain 
lia(l  despatclied  a letter  to  the  king  of  France,  in 
which  he  declared  “that  he  had  only  taken  the 
©ath  to  maintain  the  constitution  of  tlie  cortes,  in 
order  to  prevent  his  being  dethroned;  but  that  bis 
sentiments  remained  unchanged.”  The  same  paper 
adds,  that  another  letter,  subsequently  received, 
states  that  Ferdinand  “had  pi-ivately  made  out  a 
solemn  protest  against  his  own  oath  and  all  the 
concessions  consequent  thereon,  as  not  being  given 
with  his  free  will,  but  wrung  from  him  by  force. 
This  i^rotest,  (continues  the  letter,)  he  sent  off  by 
a courier  to  the  family  here,  (at  Paris)  to  be  depo- 
sited in  the  archives,  until  a proper  occasion  should 
offer  for  its  production.  But  Miiia  intercepted  the 


bearer  of  it,  took  a copy,  and  then  allowed  the 
bearer  to  proceed  with  the  original.” 

A plot  to  assassinate  Mina  was  discovered  at 
Pampeluna. 

Five  friars  entered  into  a conspiracy  to  unite  the 
ffalley  slaves  at  Alicant,  (400  in  munber,)  against 
the  constitution  ! They  were  happily  detected,  and 
all  things  soon  quieted. 

0;;^We  have  heard  of  private  letters  of  late  dates 
from  Madrid,  written  by  persons  of  great  respecta- 
bility, which  represent  the  new  order  of  things  as 
completely  settled,  '('he  most  odious  of  the  late 
persecutors  of  the  patriots  are  politically  dead,  and 
remain  undisturbed.  The  king  has  entirely  chang- 
ed the  manner  of  his  life,  and  seems  as  if  made 
a new  man  of.  He  mixes  freely  with  society, 
with  but  little  formality,  and  professes  himself  to 
be,  and  really  appears  to  be,  much  gratified  with 
the  change;  and  oftentimes  expresses  his  regret 
that  he  did  not  know  the  happiness  derived  from 
such  an  intercourse  with  the  people.  He  was  be- 
coming popular,  and  takes  his  ride  or  his  walk  with 
very  few  attendants,  saluting  the  people  politely, 
who  treat  him  with  the  greatest  respect,  and  yet 
vv'ith  a familiarity  hitherto  (at  least  for  centuries,) 
unknown  in  Spain.  If  Ferdinand  is  honest  in  all 
this — “may  he  live  a thousand  years !” 

Congratulation  of  the  coimil  of  the  United  States  of 

America  to  the  constitutional  council  of  the  city  of 

Cadiz,  on  the  changein  the  government  of  Spain. 

As  a citizen  of  the  United  States  of  America,  and 
as  their  consular  representative  in  this  city,'!  em- 
brace, with  the  highest  satisfaction,  the  earliest 
opportunity  of  tendering  to  your  excellencies  my 
cordial  and  sincere  felicitations  upon  the  great  and 
glorious  event  which  I have  witnessed.  On  the 
restoration  of  liberty  to  a nation  so  worthy  to  pos- 
sess it,  I have  contemplated,  with  admiration,  the 
happy  means  by  which  it  was  obtained,  and  the 
good  order  observed  throughout,  but  particularly 
in  this  capital,  during  successes  so  interesting:  and 
now  that  this  nation,  like  my  own,  enjoys  the  right 
to  be  free,  I feel  it  my  duty,  among  the  first,  to  ma- 
nifest to  your  excellencies  these  the  sentiments  of 
ray  countrymen  and  myself  on  so  auspicious  an  oc- 
casion. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

O.  RICH. 

^pril  5,  1820. 

Answer  of  the  constitutional  coiincil. 

Th^  cordial  congratulation  contained  in  your  let., 
ter  of  the  5th  April  inst.  has  been  in  the  highest 
degree  flattering  and  gratifying,  both  as  coming 
from  you  as  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  in 
your  capacity  as  a consul  of  so  great  a people;  nor 
has  less  pleasure  been  received  from  the  indication 
given  by  all  your  countrymen,  of  their  being  actu- 
ated by  the  same  liberal  feelings.  We  share  in 
your  felicitations  upon  our  having  broken  the 
chains  rivitted  by  superstition  and  despotism;  and 
wc  honor  with  equal  veneration  the  names  of  Wash- 
ington and  Quiroga. 

Liberty  and  justice  are  now  the  fqndamental 
bases  upon  which  all  the  operations  of  the  Spa- 
niards are  to  be  grounded;  consequently  you  may 
assure  your  countrymen,  that  henceforth  they 
need  apprehend  none  of  those  fiscal  regulations 
which  were  mysteriously  conducted,  and  which 
appeared  calculated  to  excite  distrust  and  to  im- 
pede the  pursuits  of  commerce,  whidh  should  be 
always  open,  to  enable  us  to  preserve  the  inter- 
course of  nations  as  members  of  the  same  family. 
These  are  the  liberal  principles  prescribed  by  our 
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sacred  constitution,  and  which  shall  be  inviolably 
observed. 

God  preserve  you  many  years. 

SALVADOR  DE  ALAGON,  Sec’ry. 
Jpriie,  1820, 

Priidamaiion  of  the  hin^  of  Spain  to  his  South  Ame- 
rican  subjects. 

“TSU  KTKO  TO  UIS  SUBJECTS  BEYOND  THE  SEAS. 

“ Spanish  Americans : When,  in  the  year  1814, 
my  arrival  in  the  capital  of  imperial  Spain  was  an- 
nounced,  fatality  induced  the  restoration  of  certain 
institutions  which  long  and  confirmed  habits  had 
caused  us  to  regard  as  superior  to  others,  which, 
being  more  ancient,  were  irreconcileabie  to  existing 
prejudices,  and  could  not  be  modified  in  any  dis- 
tinct forms  The  unhappy  experience  of  six  years, 
and  the  disgraceful  evils  which  went  on  acctirau- 
luting  by  those  means  which  were  deemed  likely 
to  produce  universal  happiness-  the  general  com- 
plaints of  the  people  in  both  hemispheres,  and  their 
energetic  demonstrations,  convinced  me  of  the 
necessity  of  returning  back  to  that  line  from  which 
we  had  incautiously  deviated:  and  seeing  that  the 
general  wish  of  the  nation,  impelled  by  that  prin- 
ciple which  had  distinguished  and  elevated  it  on 
the  great  stage  of  the  world  to  that  height  which  it 
should  hold  among  other  nations,  induced  me  to 
adopt  those  sentiments,  identifying  myself  most 
sincerely  and  cordially  with  them,  and  caused  me 
to  adopt,  recognize,  and  swear  to,  according  to  a 
spontaneous  proposition,  the  constitution  formed 
in  Cadiz  by  the  general  and  extraordinary  cortes, 
s^nd  proclaimed  in  that  city  in  March,  1812.  No- 
thing can  possibly  exceed  my  satisfaction  at  the 
universal  rejoicing  which  took  place;  and  the  real 
heroic  generosity  of  tlie  people,  who  are  suscepti- 
ble of  errors  but  not  of  crime,  will  quickly  obliter- 
ate the  recollection  of  past  evils.  The  Spaniards  at 
this  day,  present  a spectacle  for  admiration  to  all 
Europe,  solemnly  pledging  themselves  to  their 
constitutional  system,  which  justly  estimates  the 
reciprocal  duties  between  the  nation  andthe  throne. 
A slate  so  securely  poised,  and  founded  on  the 
most  durable  basis,  on  which  are  bottomed  alike 
true  liberty  and  public  credit,  promising  that  the 
new  institutions  shall  find  their  best  security  in  fa- 
vorable and  permanent  results,  combining  the  im- 
proved state  of  science  with  the  dictates  of  sound 
policy,  and  establishing  the  military  and  naval 
strength  of  the  nation  on  principles  which  will 
render  it  the  most  effectually  applicable  as  circum- 
stances shall  require,  and  bidding  fair  to  restore  in 
all  things,  that  respect  and  consideration  which  we 
have  lost. 

« A new  flood  of  light  is  shed  across  both  Spanish 
hemispheres,  and  nothing  can  exceed  the  refulgent 
brightness  which  already  illumines,  or  the  ardor 
which  is  felt  from  the  sacred  fire  of  patriotism.  I 
congratulate  myself  as  the  first  to  feel  this  sweet 
and  generous  emotion;  I also  exult  in  having  to 
announce  it;  and  I exhort  you  to  hasten  to  enjoy 
such  immense  benefits,  by  accepting  and  swearing 
lo  a constitution  which  is  framed  for  the  felicity  of 
you  and  yours.  I affirm  to  you,  I sacrifice  nothing, 
when  I feel  that,  by  confirming  tliis  fundamental 
Jaw,  I shall  secure  your  happiness  ; and,  though  it 
might  be  productive  of  evil  to  me,  I should  equally 
have  acquiesced,  persuaded  that  the  honor  of  ma- 
jesty should  weigh  as  nothing  when  placed  in  com- 
petition with  the  public  good. 

“Americans! — You  have  deviated  fi’om  the  line  of 
your  true  interest — you  feel  by  this  time  wliat  your 
misconduct  has  cost  you — those  immense  fatigues 
—those  perils  without  end,  sanguinary  wars,  fright- 


ful devastations,  and  the  extremities  of  all  evils. — 
Notliing  has  resulted  to  you  but  tears  and  griefs, 
turbulence  and  heart  burnings,  cruel  imprison^ 
merits,  starvation,  destructions  by  fire,  devastation, 
and  unheard  of  horrors— results  which  will  en- 
tail disgrace  upon  you  to  future  ge  nerations* — • 
what  can  you  hope  from  such?  Hear  the  soothing- 
voice  of  your  king  and  father.  Exjjel  that  disquie- 
tude and  restless  distrust  which  agitate  you,  ami 
replace  those  in  your  bosom  by  afiectionateand  ge- 
nerous sentiments.  No  longer  regard  Vengeance 
as  a virtue,  nor  odious  animosity  as  an  obligation. 
The  two  heinis])heres  have  notiiing  inherent  in 
them  to  prohibit  lasting  and  reciprocal  friendships; 
nor  is  it  in  nature  that  you,  who  are  true  brothers, 
can  be  enemies.  You  speak  butthis  same  language 
— you  profess  but  the  same  religion  -you  are  go- 
verned by  the  same  laws —adhere  to  the  same  cus- 
toms— anti,  above  all,  you  are  adorned  by  the  sama 
virtues — virtues  the  true  offspring  of  valor,  of  ge- 
nerosity, and  the  supreme  elevation  of  great  souls. 
Renew  with  the  mother  country  tfiose  relations, 
which  for  three  centuries,  your  progenitors,  the 
favored  children  of  victory,  have  labored  to  estab- 
biish.  Renew  also  tiiose  reciprocal  relations  which 
the  new  lights  of  the  day,  and  the  system  of  a re- 
presentative government  require.  Throw  aside 
your  arms,  and  cease  tliat  destructive  warfare  which 
has  occasioned  so  many  terrible  evils,  which  must 
be  recorded  in  history  in  letters  of  blood.  Witl# 
arms  so  wielded,  the  live*  of  kindred  individuals  of 
the  same  families  must  be  sacrificed — sacrifices 
which  must  involve  self-desperation  and  self  abhor- 
rence! The  universal  nation  is  actuated  by  my 
wishes,  and  will  enable  me,  by  all  its  means,  to  tri- 
umph without  violence,  over  those  obstacles  which 
but  prolong  a Stale  of  jiublic  calamity.  We  have 
adopted  a system  more  ample  in  its  principles,  and 
conformable  to  those  which  you  yourself  have  wish- 
ed for;  our  distinctive  character  directs  the  reci- 
procal observance  of  a frank  and  loyal  conduct  op- 
posed to  that  of  a mistaken  and  too  cunning  policy, 
which,  by  its  false  and  intricate  combinations  can 
but  seldom  hope  for  favorable  results.  The  mo- 
ther country  gives  yon  the  example;  follow  it  Ame- 
ricans, it  will  but  insure  your  present  and  fu- 
ture felicity;  give  to  the  mother  country  a ground 
of  hope,  that  in  an  age  so  pregnant  with  great  and 
extraordinary  events,  the  love  of  order  and  the  ge- 
neral good,  accords  with  all  your  wills,  and  the  i*e- 
suits  from  your  uniform  opinions. 

“The  cortes,  whose  name  alone  is  a favorable 
pledge  of  important  benefits  and  successes  for  all 
Spainards,  is  about  to  assemble.  Your  brothers  of 
the  peninsula  anxiously  hope,  with  extended  arms, 
for  the  accomkpiisUment  of  their  wishes  in  your  has- 
tening to  fi-aternize,  to  unite  in  conference  with 
them  as  equal  subjects,  on  those  remedies  which 
the  necessities  of  the  country  require,  and  of  your 
own  particularly;  the  security  of  your  persons  is 
guaranteed  by  the  laws  of  national  honor,  and 
which  sacred  code  the  country  has  sworn  in  the 
face  of  the  universe  religiously  to  observe.  Reu- 
nite, therefore,  with  the  fathers  of  the  country, 
conciliate  wise  predilections  of  the  people,  contri- 
bute to  the  safety  of  the  state,  fix  forever  tlie  hap- 
py destinies  of  the  two  worlds,  and  entitle  your- 
selves, above  all,  to  that  immortal  crown  which  is 
conferred  by  the  blessings  of  a greatful  posterityl 
What  benefits,  what  felicity  will  not  this  much  de- 
sired union  produce!  Commerce,  agriculture,  in- 
dustry, science,  and  art,  will  flourish  v/ith  unprece- 
dented brilliancy  in  tliis  happy  country,  and  univer- 
sal, vmdisLUibed  tranquility,  the  pixeious  ufi' p'  ing 
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ijf  mutual  concord;  and  a constitutional  g-overn- 
ment  common  to  all,  in  which  nothing'  unjust  or 
arbitrary  can  exist,  will  elevate  us  lo  the  highest 
pitch  of'  prosperity  to  wiudi  man  is  capable  of  at- 
taining. But  if  those  salutary  counsels  given  from 
the  recesses  of  my  heart,  and  if  that  true  and  friend- 
ly hand  which  your  dear  country  holds  out  to  you 
—this  country  which  has  produced  so  many  of  your 
fathers,  and  which  hasthe  authority  to  prescribe — 
be  not  attended  to,  you  will  liave  to  fear  all  those 
t-vils  which  the  furor  of  a civil  war  produce — all 
those  evils  which  accrue  to  a state,  destitute  of  its 
iK'.tural  and  legitimate  government,  and  which  re- 
sult from  the  insidious  seductions  of  ambitious 
men,  who  promote  the  horrors  of  anarchy,  witli  a 
view  of  wresting  into  their  hands  the  sceptre  or  go- 
vernment; those  unp’  incipled  despoilers,  unknown 
adventurers - those  foreign  intruders,  who  seek 
earnestly  for  occasions  to  sow  the  germs  of  discord 
and  confusion — who  endeavor  but  to  divide,  but  to 
dominate;  in  line  all  the  horrors  and  convulsions 
which  states  sutler  m the  most  violent  crisis,  pro- 
duced by  the  effervescence  of  political  principles 
and  passions,  will  aw'ait  you!  And  when  you  will 
feel  all  these  terrible  effects  to  be  expected  from 
national  indignation  and  a justly  offended  govern- 
ment-a  government  most  strong  and  powerful 
when  supported  by  the  people,  and  directed  ac- 
cording to  the  principles  w’hich  actuate  them.  Oh! 
may  such  a moment  of  considerate  obstinacy  never 
arrive!  Never;  for  the  poignant  grief  which  it 
must  create  could,  but  for  a short  interval,  be  borne 
by  your  tender  and  indulgent  father, 

“FERDINAND.” 

PORTUOAI. 

Letters  from  Lisbon  state,  that  the  regency  has 
adopted  the  most  vigorous  measures  to  prevent  the 
introduction  of  the  Spanish  newspapers  into  the 
realm! 

POLAND. 

A beautiful  monument  has  been  erected  at  Ja- 
now,  in  memory  of  Kosciusko. 

EAST  INDIES. 

We  have  some  particulars  of  the  disasters  of  the 
Dutch,  in  their  attack  upon  Palembang.  They  lost 
500  Europeans  by  sickness  and  battle,  and  the  na- 
tives had  a work  which  mounted  100  pieces  of  can- 
non to  defend  the  entrance  of  the  river.  The  ad- 
miral on  the  station,  has  advised  his  government  to 
renounce  all  its  pretensions  to  territory  in  this 
quarter,  except  to  Java  and  the  Moluccas. 

The  Calcutta  Journal  of  January  24,  contains  an 
official  account  of  the  capture  of  the  town  of  Ras- 
ul-Khyma,  the  rendezvous  of  the  pirates  in  the 
Persian  Gulf,  by  the  British  expedition  under  maj. 
gen.  Kerr,  after  a resistance  of  six  days.  The  loss 
of  the  British  was  about  fifty  killed  and  wounded; 
among  the  former  major  Wolesworth.  The  Aratis 
effected  a retreat  to  the  neig'hboring  hills  and  date 
gi’oves.  One  of  the  chiefs,  after  the  retreat,  re- 
turned and  gave  himself  up  to  the  British.  The 
pirates  had  62  pieces  of  cannon  mounted  on  their 
works;  they  left  300  killed  and  700  wounded. 

WEST  INDIES, 

Two  large  French  ships,  laden  with  flour,  have 
arrived  at  Havana  from  Bordeaux,  but  with  clear- 
ances from  St.  Andei'o,  in  Spain,  and  their  cargoes 
admitted  at  so  low  a r.ate  of  duty,  as,  if  persevered 
in,  it  is  said,  will  wholly  stop  the  demand  from  the 
United  States  for  that  great  staple  of  our  country. 

We  have  a very  pleasing  account  of  the  proceed- 
ings at  Porto  Rico,  on  proclaiming  the  constitution 
of  the  cortes.  A grand  Te  Deum  was  sung  in  the 
ciithedral,  and  all  that  religious  ceremony  or  mili- 


tary parade  could  do,  were  added  to  give  dignity 
to  the  occasion.  Don  Vapullo,  colonel  of  the  regi- 
ment of  Grenada,  and  a ^'Spanish  citizen,^’  -addressed 
the  troops,  and  spoke  handsomely  in  favor  •ffree- 
dom.  , hf:  account  is  published  at  the  •‘^national 
printing  office'’ 

Gui.  Renovales  died  in  the  Moro  castle  on  the 
22nd  ult.  He  liad  of  late  resided  in  New  Orleans, 
but  proceeded  to  Havana  just  after  the  news  of  re- 
cent events  in  Spain.  He  was  arrested  there  with 
several  other  officers,  ona  charge  of  having  attempt- 
ed a conspiracy  to  overthrow  the  present  govern- 
ment, and  estaLlish  the  independence  of  Cuba. 

BRAZIL. 

By  an  arrangement  between  the  court  of  Naples 
and  that  of  Brazil,  500  galley  slaves  have  embarked 
at  the  former  for  Rio  Janeiro — very  much  to  their 
own  satisfaction.  Married  men  were  permitted  to 
take  their  wives.  It  is  said  that  thousands  of  crimi- 
nals have  petitioned  the  king  of  the  two  Sicilies  for 
permission  to  be  sent  to  Brazil. 

It  is  remarked  that — While  20,000  free  emigrants 
increase  every  year  the  free  population  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  of  America — Brazil,  the  soil  and  climate 
of  which  is  infinitely  finer,  is  obliged  to  call  crimi- 
nals from  Europe  to  augment  the  number  of  its  sub-. 
jects. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

When  the  people  of  Campeachy  heard  the  news 
of  the  adoption  of  the  constitution  of  the  cortes,  by 
the  mother  country,  the  inhabitants  took  the  avch- 
hishop,  or  high  priest,  from  his  bed,  at  12  o’clock  at 
night,  and  compelled  him  to  ring  the  church  bells 
till  day-light! 

From  Chili^  we  have  the  details  of  the  capture  of 
Valdivia,  a very  strong  post  in  the  southern  part 
of  that  country,  and  until  then  held  by  the  Spa- 
niards—naturally  almost  impregnable,  and  fortifi- 
ed at  the  expense,  as  lord  Cochrane  supposes,  of 
a million  of  dollars,  mounting  100  pieces  of  can- 
non, disposed  in  a number  of  batteries.  These 
were  carried  in  a gallant  style,  with  the  loss  of  only- 
five  killed  and  sixteen  wounded.  The  Spaniards, 
confident  in  the  strength  of  their  works,  seem  to 
have  been  unprepared  for  much  resistance.  A con- 
siderable part  of  the  garrison  escaped.  Cochrane 
at  first  resolved  to  destroy  the  fortifications,  but 
considering  it  would  be  wrong  to  leave  what  he 
calls  the  “safest  and  most  beautiful  port,”  of  all  he 
had  seen  in  the  Pacific,  defenceless,  he  had  refrained 
from  doing  so.  The  royal  frigate  Dolores  was  cap- 
tured in  the  port. 

From  Venezuela^  vve  learn  that  the  patriots  had 
fortified  Rio  de  la  Hache,  and  intended  shortly  ta 
proceed  against  St.  Martha.  It  is  said  that  an  at- 
tempt was  lately  made  to  poison  Morillo;  but  the 
plot  was  discovered,  and  many  pei’sons  had  been 
apprehended  as  participators  in  it — among  them 
some  of  those  wiio  appeared  to  be  his  best  friendsj 
and  twenty  females.  ^ 

Buenos  ffi/res,  &c.  It  was  only  last  week  that  we 
published  a treaty,  concluded  at  Buenos  Ayres, 
between  Saratea,  Ramirez  and  Lopez,  for  restoring 
peace  and  quietness  to  the  provinces,  with  an  ap- 
parent view  to  the  establishment  of  a federal  go- 
vernment. 'I’his  convention  is  dated  the  20th  of 
February  last.  We  have  since  seen  a great  mass 
of  documents  and  papers,  enough  to  fill  an  entire 
Registeb,  relating  to  the  antecedent  and  subse- 
quent events.  Tlie  chief  things  that  seem  to  be 
worthy  of  note  are  as  follows; 

For  several  days  after  the  entry  of  what  is  called 
the  federal  party,  every  thing  seemed  to  go  on  well; 
but,  about  the  5th  of  March,  gen.  Balcarce,  and 
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others,  who  are  called  the  adherents  of  Pueyrre-  ’ 
don,  elfected  a counter-revolution,  and  oblig'edthe 
Carreras,  and  ail  the  federalists,  to  lly  to  the  army, 
lying  a short  dijdance  from  Buenos  Ayres.  Bal- 
carce  wirs  invested  with  the  powers  of  the  dicta- 
torship. Many  of  the  best  ofiicersand  most  distin- 
guished citizens,  with  two  regiments  and  several 
smaller  bodies  of  troops,  went  over  to  the  fede- 
ralists. On  the  12th  of  March,  the  troops  on  whom 
the  dictator  chitfly  relied,  left  him,  and  then  he 
made  his  escape.  At  5 o’clock  on  the  same  day, 
Saratea returned  to  his  command,  amidst  the-shouts 
of  the  people.  Up  to  the  l8th,many  of  the  partizans 
of  Pueyrredon  were  arrested;  but  Balcarce,  and 
eight  or  nine  others,  were  not  then  taken.  Strong 
measures  had  been  adopted  to  preserve  the  public 
peace.  But  all  these  great  changes  were  effected 
without  bloodshed;  and,  at  our  last  date,  the  20th 
of  March,  things  appeared  to  be  settling  down  into  | 

Ol’fier.  >.  1 r,-  , 

From  the  documents  published  since  the  night 
of  Pueyrredon,  his  whole  administration  appears  to 
have  been  a tissue  of  corruption  and  deceit.  It 
seems  that  he,  in  conjunction  with  the  late  congress, 
had  secretly  formed,  or  were  negodating,  a treaty 
with  France,  for  tlie  reception  of  a king  from  the 
Bourbon  family,  now  in  Italy,  the  prince  of  Lucca, 
— in  support  of  whom  France  was  to  advance  12 
millions  of  livres,  and  Portugal  to  guarantee  the 
measure,  on  a cession  of  the  Oriental  district.  All 
the  members  of  congress,  who  signed  the  agree- 
ment to  have  a king,  were  arrested,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  three  persons,  who  accompanied  their 
signature  with  a protest. 

It  also  appears  that  Pueyrredon  treacherously 
prevented  the  conquest  of  Upper  Peru  by  San 
Martin,  by  throwing  impediments  in  his  way.  On 
the  whole,  he  seems  to  have  been  as  profligate  a 
character  as  ever  was  entrusted  with  the  govern- 
ment of  a state. 

We  are  not  able  to  gather  what  will  be  the  pro- 
bable result  of  these  commotions— we  hope  for  the 
best,  and  wait  patiently  further  advices.  A time 
of  public  commotion  is  not  that  which  is  best  fitted 
to  ascertain  truth.  The  general  design,  however, 
appears  to  be  to  establish  a federal  government,  on 
equitable  principles— to  which  the  province  of 
Buenos  Ayres  will  be  a party,  not  the  dictator,  as 
heretofore.  We  do  not  see  why  France  should 
have  interfered  in  this  matter,  except,  indeed, 
has  been  observed;  with  the  ‘sole  view  of  checking 
the  growth  of  republics.’ 

It  is  said  that  the  Portuguese  had  recently  gained 
some  considerable  advantages  over  Artigas,  and 
that  he  had  been  deserted  by  his  second  in  com- 
mand at  the  head  of  a considerable  body  of  troops. 
It  was  expected  that  the  new  government  of  the 
provinces  would  declare  war  against  Portugal. 


CHRONICLE. 

Died,  at  his  residence  in  South  Carolina  college, 
at  Columbia,  on  the  4th  inst.  Dr.  Jonathan  Maxetj, 
for  16  years  the  president  of  that  institution — a gen- 
tleman and  a scholar,  and  much  regretted  by  all 
who  knew  him. 

A letter  from  Utica,  N.  Y.  of  the  3d  inst.  states 
that  fresh  butter,  of  an  excellent  quality,  sold  that 
day  at/owr  cents  per  lb,,  and  very  fine  lamb  at  twen- 
ty-five cents  per  quarter.' 

The  U.  S.  schooner  Lynx  has  seized  another  pi- 
ratical vessel,  with  a crew  of  24  men,  and  sent  her 
to  New-Orleans.  The  stale  of  things  in  this  city 
and  its  iieighbariiood  is  of  the  most  unpleasant 


character — avid  nothing  but  a strong  arm  will  re- 
lieve either  of  a great  number  of  persons,  chiefly 
foreigners,  who  are  a disgrace  to  the  human  family, 

A Spanish  Gidneam-An  has  lately  committed  acts 
of  sheer  piracy, on  two  American  vessels — plunder- 
ing them  in  the  most  outrageous  manner,  and  mal- 
treating their  crews. 

J he  military  road,  from  tlie  Tennes,see  river  tp 
luk^  Ponchartrain,  it  was  supposed,  would  be  com- 
pleted by  the  troops  employed  upon  it  before  the 
end  of  the  present  month.  Bridges  were  built  and 
ferries  established,  so  that  the  journey  rnig’iit  be 
conveniently  made  on  horseback  in  the  beginning 
of  May.  'i'his  road  lessens  the  distance  to  New  Or- 
leans, by  land,  compared  witli  the  route  hitherto 
taken,  from  three  to  four  hundred  miles. 

The  Ancient  ariUlery  company  at  Boston  was  in- 
stituted in  1638.  It  held  its  anniversary  meeting 
on  the  5th  inst.  After  which  the  members  dined 
together,  witli  a numerous  body  of  invited  guests, 
of  the  highest  respectability.  Among  the  toasts 
drank,  was  the  following:  _ 

^^Hancock  and  Adams,'*’  who  yet  speak  on  our  fes» 
talday,  and  whose  voice\s,—-old  and  old  princi- 
ples.— May  the  spirit  which  gave  birth  to  our  asso- 
ciation, preserve  it  as  long  as  our  country  has  a 
blessing  \^ov\h  fighting  for. 

[There  are  two  pieces  of  cannon  belonging  to  the 
company.  One  of  them  often  spoke  in  the  revolu- 
tion, but  its  original  companion,  if  we  recollect 
ighlly,  was  captured,  and  now  is  in  the  tower  of 
London,  preserved  as  a trophy.] 

A small  balloon,  sent  up  from  the  university  in 
Baltimore,  at  7 o’clock  on  the  evening  of  the  30th 
ult.  was  found  the  next  day  near  Chester,  in  Penn- 
sylvania, (the  time  of  its  descent  not  stated.)-  The 
distance  in  a direct  line  is  perhaps  about  90  miles. 

JVaval.  From  the  Norfolk  Beacon,  of  June  5 — 
We  lake  peculiar  pleasure  in  stating,  which  we  do 
upon  unquestionable  authority,  as  an  evidence  of 
the  mutual  attachment  and  confidence  existing  be- 
tween the  officers  and  seamen,  as  well  as  of  the 
happy  state  of  discipline  of  our  navy,  that  a few 
days  since,  the  entire  crew  of  the  U.  States  frigate 
Constellation,  (one  of  the  squadron  lately  under 
the  command  of  com.  Morris),  and  commanded  by 
capt.  John  B.  Nicholson,  v/ere  paid  off ; the  pay  re- 
ceived by  them  amounting  to  ^12,000;  in  ten  day<» 
from  the  time  of  their  disciiarge,  the  whole  creW 
re-entered  the  service  for  a three  years’  cruise  on 
board  that  ship,  now  commanded  by  capt.  Ridgely; 
a circumstance,  we  believe,  without  example,  in 
the  naval  service  of  this  or  any  other  country. 

The  following  is  given  as  a summary  amount  of 
the  officers,  whose  names  are  inserted  in  the  ‘Naval 
Register’  of  the  United  States: 

Captains  : : 

Master  commandants 
I/ieutenants  : ^ 

Surgeons  : : 

Surgeons’  mates  : 

Pursers  : : : 

Chaplains  : ; 

Midshipmen,  on  the  list 
Sailing-masters  ; 

Boatswains  : 


Gunners 
Carpenters 
Saiimake.rs 

Lieut.  Colonel 
Captains 


33 

31 

213 

47 

50 

46 

13 

350 

70 

20 

23 

17 

12 


Alarbre  corps. 
1 
9 


1st  Lientenants 
2d  Lieutenants 


24 

46 


JsTaval  depot.  It  is  said  that  the  commissioners, 
captains  Warrington  and  the  navy,andger 
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Bernard, of  the  engineers, have  fixed  upon  Cnarles- 
town,  in, -the  harbor  of  Boston,  as  the  most  suitable 
site  for  the  northern  naval  depot.  I'he  cost  of  the 
'works  necessary  to  defend  this  place  would  be 
comparatively  small,  Boston  being  already  strongly 
fortified. 

The  Indians.  We  have  a report  that  a dreadful 
civil  war  rages  among  the  Choctaws,  originatingin 
a private  resentment,  but  now  occupying  the  whole 
tribe.  It  is  said  that  tw'o  parties  of  the  nation  met, 
each  about  150  strong,  who  fought  until  not  more 
than  ten  or  twelve  of  the  combatants  were  left 
alive ! 

specie.  The  ship  Franklin,  from  Charleston, 
brought  nearly  100,000  dollars  in  specie — and  the 
Charleston  Packet,  hourly  expected,  has  also  on 
board  a large  sum.  We  understand  this  money  was 
sent  out  from  England  to  purchase  cotton;  but  the 
article  was  held  too  high  for  speculation.  JV*.T.  Gax. 

Poiver  of  steam.  On  the  4th  instant,  the  line  of 
battle  ship  Franklin,  was  towed  from  the  North 
river,  at  New-York,  round  to  the  navy -yard,  in  East 
river,  by  two  steam  boats,  with  great  apparent  ease, 
though  the  tide  was  running  against  them  at  the 
rate  of  four  miles  per  hour.  In  time  of  war,  this  ap- 
plication of  steam  power  may  of  the  greatest  im- 
portance. 

Canal  7iavigaii,on.  The  Utica  Patriot  gives  a list 
of  28  boat  arrivals,  on  the  canal,  between  the  21st 
May  and  6th  June.  Among  them  the  Montezuma, 
constructed  for  passengers,  which  plies  regularly 
between  Utica  and  Salina,  and  performs  a trip  eve- 
ry  two  days.  We  also  notice  the  arrival  of  a boat 
from  Cayuga,  with  250  bbls.  flour. 

Travelling.  The  route  from  Fayetteville,  N.  C. 
to  Norfolk,  230  miles,  is  now  performed  in  stages, 
in  three  days,  without  travelling  in  the  night — 
and  passengers  may  reach  Baltimore  from  the  lat- 
ter place  in  the  steam  boat  in  one  day  more,  a dis- 
tance of  nearly  200  miles.  It  is  pleasing  to  notice 
these  things  as  sliewing  the  progress  of  improve- 
ment. 

It  is  stated  in  a Louisville  paper,  th-'t  colonel  U. 
M.  Johnson,  a senator  in  congress  from  Kentucky, 
travelled  from  Washington  city  to  his  residence,  a 
distance  of  near  600  miles,  in  seven  days.  [If  any 
one  had  prophesied  such  a journey  25  years  ago--] 

The  Ithaca  Journal  says,  that  the  journey  from 
Nevv-Y'ork  to  Buffalo,  can  now  be  performed  in 
three  days,  by  taking  the  stage  from  Newburgh  to 
Itliaoa,  the  steam  boat  Enterprize  from  Ithaca  to 
Cayuga  bridge,  and  the  stage  from  thence  to  Buf- 
falo. 

An  imlucfcy  thief.  A gentleman,  resident  near 
Easton,  Pen.  recently  sent  his  daughter  to  town  on 
horseback,  to  get  a §100  bank  bill  changed  into 
notes  of  smaller  denominations.  The  bank  being 
shut,  she  did  not  succeed,  after  having  applied  at 
several  stores;  and  on  her  way  home,  a very  polite 
gentleman  on  hoi'seback,  overtook  and  solicited 
the  honor  of  her  company  on  the  road  They  pro- 
ceeded until  they  arrived  at  a convenient  place, 
when  the  gallant  gentleman  presented  a pistol  at 
her  breast  and  demanded  the  note:  she  drew  it 
forth,  but  her  hand  trembling,  it  slipped  from  her 
fingers  and  was  carried  a considerable  distance 
backward  by  the  wind.  The  fellow  dismounted, 
and  left  his  horse  standing — the  ahirmed  girl  gave 
iier’s  the  whip,  the  robber’s  followed  at  full  speed; 
a pistol  discharged  by  the  villain  at  the  young  wo- 
man hastened  her  horse,  and  she  reached  home 


safe  and  sound,  accompanied  by  the  robber’s  horse,, 
worth  at  least  §100  -and  in  tlie  saddle-bags,  be- 
sides a large  quantity  of  counterfeit  notes,  §1500 
in  genuine  bank  bills  were  discovered.  No  one 
has  appeared  to  claim  the  property! 

Poll  tax  of  Connecticut.  By  an  act  passed  at  tlie 
late  session  of  the  legislature  of  Connecticut,  tlie 
polls  of  all  white  male  persons,  from  the  age  of  21 
to  rO,  are  required  to  be  inserted  on  the  tax  list,  at 
thirty  dollars  each,  with  a proviso,  that  the  asses- 
sors and  board  of  relief  of  each  town,  may  abate  or 
exempt  from  taxation,  the  polls  of  infirm,  sick  and 
disabled  persons,  not  exceeding  one  tenth  part  of 
the  taxable  polls.  And  it  is  further  provided,  that 
the  polls  of  ministers  of  the  gospel,  of  ail  denomi- 
nations during  the  time  of  their  ministry,  and  in- 
structors and  students  in  colleges  and  incorporated 
academies,  shall  be  exempt  from  taxation— and 
also,  the  polls  of  officers  and  privates  of  the  militia, 
provided  each  person  liable  to  perform  militia  duty, 
and  claiming  such  exemption,  shall  produce  a cer- 
tificate from  tlie  projjer  officer,  on  or  before  the 
20th  of  October  in  each  year,  ^'■That  he  is  equipped 
according  to  law,  and  dr essedm  uniform,  and  haspei'^ 
formed  military  duty  during  the  preceding  yeard* 

Pennsylvania.  At  a meeting  held  in  the  court 
house  at  Pittsburg,  Penn,  without  distinction  of  par- 
ties, and  composed  of  from  two  to  three  hundred 
citizens,  resolutions  were  passed  which  evinced  the 
sentiments  of  the  meeting  to  be  highly  friendly  to 
tlie  promotion  of  manufactures  and  internal  improve- 
ment. The  thanks  of  the  meeting  were  given  to 
Henry  Baldwin,  bsq.  for  his  able  endeavors  on  the 
floor  of  congress,  to  advance  those  great  interests, 
and.. he  was  nominated  fora  re-election,  Walter 
Lowne,  esq.  also  obtained  the  acknowledgments  of 
the  meeting  for  his  aid  of  the  manufacturing  in» 
terest. 

J\Tew- Orleans.  We  have  accounts  from  this  city 
to  the  24th  ult.  Numerous  attempts  to  fire  the  town 
had  been  detected.  The  public  mind  was  exceed- 
ingly agitated,  on  account  of  the  threats  made  to 
release  the  pirates,  at  every  hazard.  There  had 
been  one  alarming  fire  near  the  jail,  and  another 
at  the  arsenal,  both  of  which  did  much  damage. 
The  latter  endangered  a great  part  of  the  city  and 
shipping.  One  hundred  barrels  of  powder  were  in 
the  magazine,  which  was  fire-proof;  but  six  hun- 
dred muskets  in  the  arsenal,  strangely  left  loaded 
with  ball  cartridges,  were  destroyed.  Happily  they 
were  stacked,  so  that  they  were  discharged  in  the 
air.  Twenty  buildings  were  consumed  on  this  oc- 
casion. 

By  the  steam  boat  Robert  Fulton,  which  touched 
at  Charleston  on  the  6th  inst.  on  her  way  from  New- 
Orleans  to  New-York,  we  learn  that  the  captain 
(Uesfarges)  and  first  lieutenant  (Johnson)  of  the 
piratical  schooner  Bravo,  were  executed  on  tlie 
25th  ,Vlay.  Fifteen  of  the  crew  were  respited  foi 
sixty  clays,  and  one  had  been  pardoned. 

Texas.  Fifty  three  persons  were  recently  ar- 
rested by  the  marshal  of  the  district  of  I.ouisiana 
and  brought  to  New-Orleans,  charged  with  the  in- 
tention of  making  an  irruption  into  the  province  of 
Texas.  They  were  without  arms.  After  being  ex- 
amined, the*,  district  judge  of  the  United  States  or- 
dered the  proceedings  of  the  general  government 
to  be  discontinued  against  all  of  them  except  four, 
against  whom  it  is  alleged  there  is  evidence  suf- 
ficient to  commit  them  for  trial.  J'he  remainder  are 
detained  under  the  vagrant  law  of  the  state. 
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Britisli  Conspirators. 

From  the  London  Observer.,  of  ^ipril  30. 

Tills  morning'  at  a quarter  after  nine,  lord  chief 
justice  Abbott,  lord  cidef  justice  Dallas,  tlie  chief 
baron,  Mr.  justice  Richards,  Mr.  justice  Best,  and 
f.!ie  common  serjeant,  took  their  seats. 

Mr.  Brown.,  the  gaoler,  was  immediately  request*, 
ed  to  bring  tlie  prisoners  to  Jthe  bar.  in  a few  mi- 
nutes the  clank  of  chains  was  heard,  and  the  ele- 
ven prisoners  entered  the  court.  They  were  all 
double  ironed,  witii  the  exception  of  Ings,  who 
has  been  much  indisposed  since  his  conviction. 
Thistlewood  came  first,  and  advanced  to  the  bar. 
There  was  a melancholy  resignation  in  his  counte- 
tiance.  He  appeared  considerably  altered  since 
the  last  time  of  his  being  in  court. 

All  being  in  readiness, 

Mr.  Shelton,  (tlie  clerk  of  the  arraigns,)  address- 
ing himself  to  'I’liistle’vvood,  said,  ‘«x\i'thur  Tiiistle- 
wood,  yo’u  stand  convicted  of  high  treason,  what 
have  you  to  say  why  you  should  not  receive  judg- 
snent  to  die,  according  to  law  P* 

Thistlewood  Immediately  drew  forth  a manuscript 
address,  which  he  proceeded  to  read  in  a mournful 
tone,  and  with  a strong  provincial  accent,  as  fol- 
lows : 

« My  lords, — I am  asked,  my  lord,  what  I have  to 
say  that  judgment  of  death  should  not  be  passed 
tipon  me  according  to  law.  'Hiis  to  me  is  mockery; 
for  were  the  reasons  f could  offer  incontrovertible, 
and  were  they  enforced  even  by  the  eloquence  of 
a Cicero,  still  would  the  vengeance  of  rny  lords 
Oastlereagh  and  Sidmoutli  be  satiated  only  in  the 
purple  stream,  which  circulates  through  a heart 
more  enthusiastically  vibrating  to  every  impulse 
of  patriotism  and  honor,  Uian  that  of  any  of  those 
privileged  * * * to  their  country,  who  lord  it 

over  the  lives  and  property  of  the  sovereign  peo- 
ple with  barefaced  impunity.  The  reasons  which 
I have,  however,  I will  now  state — not  that  I enter- 
tain the  slightest  hope  from  your  sense  of  justice 
or  from  your  pity.  I’he  former  is  swallowed  up  in 
your  ambition,  or  rather  by  the  servility  you  de- 
scend to,  to  obtain  the  object  of  that  ambition — the 
latter  I despise.  Justice  1 demand.  If  I am  denied 
it,  your  pity  is  no  equivalent.  In  the  fiivst  place, 

“I  protest  against  the  yiroceedings  upon  my  Uial, 
which  I conceive  to  be  grossly  partial,  and  contrary 
to  the  very  spirit  of  justice, — but,  alas ! the  judges 
who  have  heretofore  been  considered  the  counsel 
of  the  accused,  are  now,  without  exception,  in  all 
eases  between  the  crown  and  the  people,  the  most 
implacable  enemies  of  tlie  latter.  In  every  instance 
the  judges  charge  the  jury  to  find  tlie  subject 
guilty;  nay,  in  one  instance,  the  jury  received  a 
reprimand,  and  that  not  in  the  gentcelest  terms,  for 
not  strictly  obeying  the  imperious  mandate  from 
the  liench. 

“The  court  decided  upon  my  trial  to  * * * 

S>ather  than  depart  in  tlie  slightest  degree  from  its 
usual  forms.  Nay,  it  is  with  me  a question,  if  the 
form  is  usual  whicli  precluded  me  from  examining 
witnesses  to  prove  the  infamy  of  Adams,  of  Hiden, 
and  of  Dwyer.  ’Ere  the  solicitor  general  replied 
to  the  address  of  my  counsel,  I ap]ihed  to  the  court 
to  hear  m v witnesses.  The  court  inluimanl v refus  , 
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ed,  and  T am  in  consequence  to  be  consigned  to  the 
scaffold.  Numerous  iiave  been  the  instances  iji 
v/hich  this  rule  of  court  has  been  infringed;  but  to 
have  infringed  it  in  my  case  would  have  been  to 
incur  the  displeasure  of  the  court,  and  to  forfeit 
every  aspiring  hope  of  promotion.  A few  hours 
hence  and  I shall  be  no  more:  but  the  nightly- 
breeze  which  will  whistle  over  the  silent  grave 
that  shall  protect  me  fi*orn  its  keenness,  will  bear 
to  your  restlciss  pillow  the  memory  of  one,  who 
lived  but  for  his  country,— and  died  when  liberty 
and  justice  had  been  driven  from  its  confines  by  a 
set  of  * * * * * * . For  life,  as  it  respects  my- 
self, I care  not;  but  while  yet  1 may,  1 would  rescue 
my  memory  from  the  calumny  which  I doubt  not 
v/ill  be  industriously  heaped  upon  it,  when  it  will 
be  no  longer  in  my  power  to  protect  it. 

“ i would  explain  the  motiv'cs  which  induced  me 
to  conspire  against  the  ministers  of  his  majesty, 
and  I would  contrast  them  with  those  which  the.se 
very  ministers  have  acted  upon  in  leading  me  to 
my  ruin.  J'o  do  this,  it  will  be  necessary  to  take  a 
short  review  of  my  life  for  a few  months  prior  to 
my  arrest,  for  the  offence  for  which  I am  to  be  exe- 
cuted without  a trial—or  at  least  without  an  im- 
partial one,  by  a jury  of  my  peers. 

ris  true,  the  form,  the  etiquette  of  a trial  haa 
been  gone  through;  but  I challenge  .any  of  the 
judges  on  the  bencli,  to  tell  me,  to  tell  my  countr}  , 
that  justice  was  not  denied  me  in  the  very  place, 
where  justice  only  |shoukl  be  administered.  I 
cl'.allenge  them  to  say  that  I was  fairly  tried.  I 
challenge  them  to  say  if  I am  not  murdered,  ac- 
cording to  the  etiquette  of  a court,  (falsely  denomi- 
nated) of  justice.  I had  witnesses  in  court  to  prove 
that  Dv/yer  was  a villain  beyond  all  example  of 
atrocity.  I had  witnesses  in  court  to  prove  that 
Adams  was  a notorious  swindler,  and  that  Hiden 
was  lU)  better.  These  were  the  three  witnesses, 
indeed  almost  the  only  ones  against  me;  but  the 
form  and  rules  of  court  must  not  be  infringed  up- 
on to  save  an  unfortunate  individual  from  the  scaf- 
fold. 

“ I called  those  witnesses  at  the  close  of  Mr, 
Adolphus’  address  to  the  jury,  and  before  the  soli- 
citor general  commenced  his  reply,  but  the  court 
decided  that  they  could  not  be  heard.  Some  good 
men  have  thought,  and  I have  thought  so  too,  that 
before  the  jury  retired,  ail  evidence  was  in  time 
tor  either  the  prosecutor  or  the  accused,  and  more 
particularly  for  the  lat'er;  nay,  even  before  the 
verdict  was  given,  that  evidence  could  not  be  con- 
sidered too  late.  Alas ! such  people  drew  tlieir 
conclusion  from  principles  of  ju.stice  only— they 
never  canvassed  the  rules  of  court,  which  have 
finally  sealed  my  unhappy  doom! 

“ Many  people  who  are  acquainted  with  the  bare- 
faced manner  in  which  I was  plundered  by  my  lord 
Sidmouth,  will,  perhaps,  imagine  tliat  personal 
motives  instigated  me  to  the  deed:  bi,it  1 disclaim 
tiiem.  My  every  principle  was  for  the  prosperity 
of  iny  country.  My  every  feeling — the  height  of 
my  ambition  was  the  welfare  of  my  starving'  coun- 
trymen. 1 keenly  felt  for  their  miseries:  but  when 
their  miseries  were  laughed  at,  and  when,  because 
they  dp.red  to'  express  those  miseries,  they  were 
™ my  feeling's  became 
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too  intense,  too  excessive  for  enclr.i-.'.nce,  and  I re- 
solved on  vengeance — 1 resolved  tliat  the  lives  ot 
the  instigators  should  be  the  requiem  to  the  souls 
of  the  murdered  innocents. 

“In  this  mood  I met  with  George  Edwards.  And 
if  any  doubt  should  renuin  upon  the  minds  of  the 
public,  whether  tile  deed  I meditated  was  virtuouSj 
or  contrary,  the  tale  1 wilt  now  relate  will  convince 
them,  that  in  attempting  to  exercise  a power  which 
the  law  had  ceased  to  have,  I was  only  wreaking 
national  vengeance  on  a set  of  wretches  unworthy 
the  name  or  character  of  men.  'I'his  Edwards,  poor 
and  jiennyleBs,  lived  near  Picket-street,  in  the 
Strand,  suinetiine  ago,  without  a bed  to  lie  upon,  or 
a chair  to  sit  in.  Straw  was  his  resting  place;  his 
only  covering  a blanket.  Owing  to  his  bad  charac- 
ter and  his  swindling  conduct,  he  was  driven  from 
thence  by  his  landlord.  It  is  not  my  intention  to 
trace  him  through  his  immorality— suffice  it  to  say 
that  he^vas  in  every  sense  of  the  word  a villain  of 
the  deepest  atrocity.  His  landlord  refused  to  give 
him  a character.  Some  short  time  after  this  he  call- 
ed on  his  landlord  again;  but  mark  tlie  change  in 
his  appearance — dressed  like  a lord,  in  all  the  folly 
of  the  reigning  fashion.  He  now  described  himself 
as  the  right  heir  to  a German  baron,  who  had  been 
some  time  dead;  that  lords  Castlereagh  and  Sid- 
mouth  had  acknowledged  his  claims  to  the  title 
and  property,  had  interfered  in  his  behalf  with  the 
German  government,  and  supplied  him  with  money 
to  support  his  rank  in  society.  From  this  period  I 
date  his  career  as  a government  spy 

« He  got  himself  an  introduction  to  the  Spen- 
ceans — by  wliat  means  I am  not  aware  of— and  thus 
he  became  acquainted  with  the  reformers  in  gene- 
ral. When  I met  with  Edwards,  after  the  massa'cre 
at  Manchester,  he  decribed  himself  as  very  poor; 
and  after  several  interviews,  he  proposed  a plan  of 
blow-ing  up  the  house  of  commons.  This  was  not 
my  view — I wished  to  punish  the  guilty  only,  and 
therefore  I declined  it.  He  next  proposed  that  we 
should  attack  the  ministers  at  the  fete  given  by  the 
Spanish  ambassador.  'I'his  I resolutely  opposed, 
because  the  innocent  would  perish  with  the  guilty; 
besides,  there  were  ladies  invited  to  the  entertain- 
rr;ent,and  I,  who  am  shortly  to  ascend  to  the  scaffold, 
shuddered  with  horror  at  the  idea  of  that,  a sample 
of  which  had  previously  been  given  by  the  agents  of 
government  at  Manchester,  and  which,  the  minis- 
ters of  his  majesty  applauded.  Edwards  was  ever 
at  invention:  and  at  length  he  proposed  attacking 
them  at  a cabinet  dinner.'  I asked  where  were  the 
means  to  carry  his  project  into  effect.  He  replied, 
H'  I would  accede,  we  should  not  want  for  means, 
He  was  as  good  as  his  word:  from  him  came,  not- 
witVislanding  his  apparent  penury,  the  money  pro- 
vided for  purchasing  the  stores,  which  your  lord- 
siiips  have  seen  produced  in  court  upon  my  trial. 
He  who  wasnever  possessed  of  money  to  pay  for  a 
pint  of  beer,  had  always  plenty  to  purchase  arms 
or  ammunition.  Amongst  the  conspirators  he  was 
ever  the  most  active:  ever  inducing  people  to  join 
him,  up  to  the  last  hour  ere  the  undertaking  was 
discovered. 

« I had  witnesses  in  court  who  could  prove  they 
went  to  Calo-street,  by  appoiiument  with  Edwards, 
with  no  other  knowledge  or  motive  than  that  of 
passing  an  evening  amongst  his  friends.  I could 
also  have  proved  that  subsequent  to  the  fatal  trans- 
action, when  we  met  in  Holborn,  he  endeavored  to 
induce  two  or  three  of  my  companions  to  set  fire 
to  houses  and  buildings,  in  various  parts  of  the  me- 
tropolis. 1 could  prove  that  subsequent  to  that 
again,  he  endeavored  to  induce  men  to  throw  hand- 


grenades  into  the  carriages  of  numsters  us  they 
passed  through  the  streets;  and  yet  this  man,  th-e 
contriver,  tile  instigator,  the  entrapper,  is  screened 
from  justice  and  from  exposure,  by  those  very  men 
who  seek  vengeance  against  the  victims  of  his  and 
their  villainy,  'to  the  attorney  and  solicitc  r gene- 
ral I cannot  impute  the  clearest  motives.  'Iheu’ 
object  seems  to  me  to  have  been  ratlier  to  obtain 
a verdict  against  me  than  to  obtain  a full  and 
fair  exposition  of  tlie  whole  affair  since  its  com 
mencement.  If  their  object  was  justice  alone, 
why  not  bring  forward  Edwards  as  a witness  if  not 
as  an  accomplice;  but  no,  they  knew  that  by  keep- 
ing Edwards  in  the  back  ground,  my  proofs— aye, 
my  incontrovertible  proofs  of  his  being  a hired  spy, 
the  suggester  and  promoter,  must,  according  to  the 
rules  of  court,  also  be  excluded. 

“ Edwards  and  his  accomplices  arranged  matters 
in  such  a manner,  as  that  his  services  might  be  dis- 
pensed with  on  the  trial,  and  thus  were  the  jury 
cut  off  from  every  chance  of  ascertaining  the  real 
truth.  Adams,  Hiden,  and  Dwyer,  were  the  agejils 
of  Edwards,  and  truly  he  made  a most  admirable 
choice,  for  their  invention  seems  to  be  inexhausti- 
ble: With  respect  to  the  immorality  of  our  pro- 

ject, I will  just  observe  that  the  assassination  of  a 
tyrant  has  always  been  deemed  a meritorious  ac- 
tion. Brutus  and  Cassius  were  lauded  to  the  very 
skies  for  slaying  Cxsar;  indeed,  when  any  man,  or 
any  set  of  men,  place  themselves  above  the  laws  of 
their  country,  there  is  no  other  means  of  bringing 
them  to  justice  than  through  the  arm  of  a private 
individual.  If  the  laws  are  not  strong  enough  to 
prevent  them  from  murdering  the  community,  it 
becomes  the  duty  of  every  member  of  that  commu- 
nity to  rid  its  country  of  its  oppressors. 

“High  treason  was  committed  against  the  people 
at  Manchester,  but  justice  was  closed  against  the 
mutilated,  the  maimed,  and  the  friends  of  those 
who  were  upon  that  occasion  indiscriminately  * 

* ***^**^**- 

* * Albion  is  still  in  the  chains  of  slavery-—- 

I quit  it  without  regret — I .shall  soon  be  consigned 
to  the  grave — my  body  will  be  immured  beneath 
the  soil  whereon  I first  drew  breath.  My  only  sor- 
row is,  that  the  soil  should  be  a theatre  for  slaves, 
for  cowards,  for  despots.  My  motives,  I doubt  not, 
willhereafter  be  justly  appreciated.  I will,  there- 
fore, now  conclude  by  stating,  tliat  I shall  consider 
myself  as  murdered,  if  1 am  to  be  executed  on  the 
verdict  obtained  against  me,  by  the  refusal  of  the 
court  to  hear  my  evidence.  I could  have  proved 
Dwyer  to  have  been  a villain  of  the  blackest  dye; 
for,  since  my  trial,  an  accomplice  of  his,  named 
Arnold,  has  been  capitally  convicted  at  this  very 
bar,  for  obtaining  money  ’under  circumstances  of 
an  infamous  nature. 

“I  seek  not  pity;.  I demand  but  justice:  I have 
not  had  a fair  trial,  and  upon  that  ground  I protest 
that  judgment  ought  not  to  be  passed  against  me.’*' 

Mr.  Shelton  next  addressed  himself  to  Davidson, 
and  put  to  him  the  same  question  which  he  had 
put  to  Thistlewood  Davidson  advanced,  and  spoke 
to  the  following  effect:  — 

“My  lords,  you  ask  me  what  I have  to  say  why  I 
should  not  receive  judgment  to  die  for  what  has 
been  said  against  me?  I answer  that  I protest 
against  the  proceedings  in  this  trial  in  toto.  In  the 
first  place,  I always  thought  that  in  a court  of  jus- 
tice the  balance  of  justice  was  held  with  an  even 
hand.  But  this  has  not  been  the  case  with  me;  I 
stand  here  helpless  and  friendless.  I endeavored 
to  show  that  the  evidence  against  me  was  contra- 
dictory aud  incredible;  and  I hoped  I bad  made  an 
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impression  on  the  gentlemen  in  the  box;  bat  the! 
moment  I was  done,  the  attorney  general  got  up, 
and  toid  them  that  the  evidence  was  pure  and  un* 
contaminated,  and  to  this  I may  add,  that  Mr,  Baron 
Garrow  almost  insisted  that  they  liould  pronounce 
me  guilty.  I would  ask,  has  any  person  identihed 
me  but  the  oliicers.?  who,  every  one  knows,  have  at 
all  times  been  instrumental  to  the  death  of  innocent 
persons.  1 do  not  now  plead  for  my  life;  I know 
i must  fall  a victim  to  the  vengeance  of  my  enemies. 
But  in  what  manner  have  I been  guilty  of  high  trea- 
son? It  would  seeml  wasasiientspectator; noneofthe  | 
w.tnesses  impute  to  me  a single  observation.  Now 
is  this  probable?  I liad  always  g’ot  a great  deal  to  say 
for  myself,  consequently  I was  not  the  person  who 
w'ould  stand  by  without  littering  a word;  and  yet 
such  has  been  the  testimony  of  Adams.  Then,  with 
regard  to  the  blunderbuss,  1 have  already  explain- 
ed that  this  was  not  mine,  and  that  I acted  in  that 
affair  entirely  as  the  agent  of  Edwards.  1 have 
also  declared  how  I came  by  tlie  sword,  and  I now 
declare  upon  my  soul,  which  will  shortly  appear 
before  its  maker,  that  1 never  made  any  blow  at 
nny  man,  or  discluirged  any  carbine.  As  for  i\Kin- 
day,  the  man  wiio  swore  that  I had  a long  sword, 
with  a pair  of  pistols  in  my  girdle,  who  is  he?  He 
is  a poor  laboring  man  who  comes  here  for  his  day’s 
pay  and  his  victuals,  to  swear  away  the  life  of  a 
fellow  creature,  and  to  support  the  unfounded 
charge  against  me,  that  I meant  to  assassinate  his) 
majesty’s  ministers.  I appeal  to  any  man,  wlietlier 
it  is  upon  such  evidence  the  life  of  an  innocent  man 
i-3  to  be  sacrificed?  But  even  supposing',  for  the 
sake  of  argument,  that  the  lives  of  his  majesty’s 
ministers  were  threatened,  it  did  not  follow  that 
this  was  to  extend  to  tlie  Iring  himself.  In  .a  pas- 
sage of  Magna  Charta,  it  was  ordained  that  twenty- 
five  barons  should  be  nominated  to  see  that  the 
terms  of  the  charter  were  not  infringed;  and  if  it 
was  found  that  his  majesty’s  ministers  were  guilty 
of  such  infringement,  then  four  barons  were  to  Oall 
upon  them  for  redress.  If  this  were  not  grante\l, 
then  the  four  barons  were  to  return  to  their  breth- 
ren, by  whom  tlie  people  were  to  be  called  toge- 
ther to  take  up  arms,  and  assert  their  rig'ats.  Such 
an  act  was  not  considered  in  qld  times  as  an  act  of 
treason  towards  the  king,  however  hostile  it  might 
be  towards  his  ministers.  But  this  does  not  apply 
to  me.  I had  no  intention  of  joining  in  any  scheme 
whatever,  either  to  put  down  my  king,  or  to  mur- 
der his  ministers.  I was  entrapped  by  Goldworthy 
and  Edwards,  in  order  for  some  private  purposes 
of  their  own,  that  they  might  have  my  life  sworn 
away.  I have  no  objection  to  tender  my  life  in  the 
service  of  my  country;  but  let  me  at  least,  for  the 
sake  of  my  children,  save  my  character  from  the 
disgrace  of  dying  a traitor.  For  my  children  only 
do  I feel,  and  when  I think  of  them  I am  deprived 
of  utterance — I can  say  no  more.” 

James  Ings  was  next  asked  what  he  had  to  say 
why  he  should  not  receive  judgment  to  die?  He 
replied;  “I  have  very  little  to  say.  My  abilities 
will  not  allow  me  to  speak.  If  Mr.  Edwards  had 
not  got  acquainted  with  me  I should  not  be  here; 
he  came  to  me,  unfortunately,  when  I had  no  bu- 
siness, nor  no  means  of  getting  a living',  for  my 
family.  I entered  into  the  conspiracy  only  through 
him,  and  it  was  only  necessity  and  the  want  of  the 
means  to  support  my  wife  and  family  that  brought 
me  here.  It  is  only  through  Edwards  that  I shall 
lose  my  life.  1 do  not  mind  dying,  if  you  will  let 
that  man  come  forward,  and  die  with  me  on  the 
scaffold  It  was  thi'ough  him  that  I was  going  to 
do  that  which,  I must  allow,  was  of  a.mostdisgrace- 


lul  and  inhuman  nature.  On  the  other  hand,  hi^ 
majesty’s  m nisters  conspire  together  and  impose 
laws  to  .starve  me  and  my  family  and  fellow-coun- 
trymen: and  if  I was  goingto  assassinate  these  mi- 
nisters, 1 do  not  see  that  it  is  so  bad  as  starvation,  in 
my  opinion,  my  lord. 

Here  Mr,  Shelton  began  to  address  Brunt,  but 

Ings  said:  “I  am  not  done.  And  there  is  another 
thing,  my  Lord;  a meeting  was  called  at  Ma.nches- 
ter,  under  the  protection  of  the  law  of  England, 
for  wliich  our  forefathers  died,  ami  which  king 
John  signed  in  the  open  air.  This  meeting*  was 
called  under  the  protection  of  that  law,  for  the 
people  to  petition  parliament  to  give  them  their 
rights;  but,  previous  to  the  business  of  tlie  meetiiig, 
the  Manchester  yeomanry  rode  in  among  them, 
and  cut  down  men,  women  and  children,  in  'a  man- 
ner that  was  a disgrace  to  the  very  name  of  En- 
glishmen. J Jiese  yeomen  had  their  swords  ground 
before  hand,  and  I had  a sword  ground  also,  but  I 
do  not  see  any  liarrn  in  that.  1 shall  suffer,  no  doubt; 
but  I hope  my  clf.klren  will  live  to  see  justice  dor.e 
to  their  bleeding  country.  I would  rather  die  like 
a man  than  live  like  a slave.  I am  sorry  I ha\  e 
not  the  poweH  gentlemen,  to  say  more;  I shall 
therefore  withdraw.” 

John  Thomas  Brunt  was  next  called  upon,  and 
spoke  as  follows: — ‘«My  lords  and  gentlemen,  I am 
precluded  from  saying  much:  I had  intended  to 
have  committed  my  defence  to  writing,  but  I have 
been  denied  pen,  ink,  and  paper — as  such,  wiiat  I 
have  to  state  will  be  very  short.  In  the  first  place, 
whatever  impression  I made  on  the  jury  yesterday 
was  knocked  down  by  the  solicitor  general,  who  ap- 
pears to  me,  by  his  sophistical  eloquence  to  be  ca- 
pable of  making  the  worst  of  crimes  appear  a vir- 
tue. And  next,  with  regard  to  Edwards,  to  whom 
I alhided  before,  and  to  whose  machinations  I liave 
at  last  fallen  a dupe;  he  once  before  nearly  entrap- 
ped me  when  a cabinet  dinner  was  given,  I believe  at 
the  earl  of  Westmoreland’s.  He  said  he.  had  part 
of  the  men  mustered,  but  there  was  not  sufficient. 
He  had  liked  to  have  hooked  me  in  then,  but  1 hap- 
pened not  to  go  to  the  house.  No  doubt  that  Hide  A 
was  in  that  plot  for  me;  it  was  held  at  the  Scotch 
Arms,  or  all  the  iniamous  characters  on  earth, 
Edwai'ds  is  the  worst;  and  yet  he  has  been  kept  al- 
together out  of  the  view  of  the  court.  I protest 
against  the  verdict  wliich  has  been  pronounced 
again.st  me.  For  rny  life,  if  it  was  sacrificed  in  the 
c.ause  of  liberty,  I care  not  a fartliing;  but  it  is  gal- 
ling to  have  it  sworn  away  by  a set  of  villians  who 
thirst  after  blood  merely  for  the  sake  of  personal 
gain.  Edwards  is  far  more  worthy  of  puni.shment 
than  any  of  us.  He  it  w;as  that  furnished  the  arms 
— and  he  it  was  that  goaded  us  on  to  our  own  ruin. 
He  always  spoke  well  of  me,  and  said  if  he  had  a 
hundred  such  men  as  me  he  would  be  satisfied.  He 
knew  I was  not  a shuttle  cock  to  be  bandied  about 
at  pleasure.  He  kne'W  lie  could  put  confidence  iu 
my  word,  and  that  I would  peri.sh  before  I shrunk 
from  what  1 undertook.  I'he  prisoner  then  went 
on  in  a strain  of  strong  invective  against  the  wit- 
ness Adams. — After  which  he  referred  to  the  two 
Monuments.  Tliese  two  persons  had  been  describ- 
ed by  the  solicitor  general,  as  having  liad  no  com- 
munication with  each  other,  and  yet  having  agreed 
in  all  respects  in  their  te.stimony.  Was  thistlie  fact? 
No,  for  three  weeks  previous  to  the  trials,  they  met 
twice  a day  at  the  Tower,  rehearsed  their  story,  and 
thus  were  enabled  to  come  forward  quite  perfect 
in  their  respective  parts.  He  nexttidverted  to  the 
character  of  his  apprentice  Hale,  and  was  casting 
strong  reflections  on  his  conduct — when 
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'I’he  chief  justice  said,  he  could  not  suffer 
such  observations  to  be  made  under  such  circum- 
stances. 

Brunt  begg'ed  pardon,  but  said  he  stated  nothing 
but  facts.  He  next  adverted  to  the  conduct  of  lords 
Castlereagh  and  Sidmouth;  they,  he  said,  iiad  been 
the  cause  of  the  death  of  millions,  and  although  he 
admitted  he  had  conspired  to  put  such  men  out  of 
the  world,  still  he  did  not  think  that  amounted  to 
high  treasc  n.  He  was  one  of  those  who  v/ould 
have  been  satisfied  with  taking  off  the  cabinet  mi- 
nisters; but  the  verdict  against  him,  of  intending 
to  depose  his  majesty,  he  contended,  was  utterly  at 
variance  with  truth  and  justice.  He  had  never  con- 
templated any  such  consequence.  He  was  neither 
atraitortp  his  king  nor  to  his  country;  nor  would 
he  suffer  any  man  in  his  presence  to  speak  irrever- 
ently of  his  sovereign.  In  undertaking  to  kill  lord 
Castlereagh  and  lord  Sidmouth,  and  their  fellow 
miiiisters  he  did  not  expect  to  save  his  life — he 
was  determined  to  die  a martyr  in  his  country ’s  cause, 
and  to  avenge  the  innpcent  blood  shed  at  Man- 
chester. 

In  conclusion  he  said  he  was  willing  to  suffer  for 
the  acts  which  he  had  contemplated;  but  it  grieved 
him  to  think  that  he  was  to  suffer  for  a crime  of 
which  he  was  innocent,  namely,  high  treason.  On 
these  grounds  he  protested  against  the  verdict  of 
the  jury  as  contrary  to  law  and  justice,” 

The  prisoner  spoke  with  great  vehemence,  and 
used  throughout  the  most  inflammatory  language. 

Richard  ridd,  was  the  next  called  upon.  He 
spoke  as  follows:  ‘‘My  lords  and  gentlemen,  being 
only  found  guilty  so  late  last  night,  f fiave  not  had 
an  opportunity  t©  make  up  any  defence.  All  I can 
say,  is,  and  1 positively  swear  it,  that  tlje  evidence 
that  has  come  before  you,  with  the  exception  of 
that  of  capt.  Fitzclarence,  is  utterly  false.” 

James  Wilson,  said,  “I  am  not  gifted  with  the 
power  of  talking  much,  but  I mean  to  say  that  I 
was  certainl}'^  drawn  into  this  by  Edwards.” 

Jolin  Harrison. — “I  likewise  say  I was  brought 
into  it  by  Edwards.” 

John  Shaw  Strange.— “T  have  this  much  fo  say 
to  the  evidence  of  Atr.  Brunt’s  apprentice,  like- 
wise that  of  Adams,  I declai*e  solemnly  to  God  they 
are  both  perjured  villians.” 

James  Gilchrist. — “What  I shall  say  in  the  pre- 
sence of  my  God  and  you,  is,  that  till  the  Wednes- 
day evening  at  four  o’clock  I knew  nothing  about 
this  business.  I was  going  to  look  for  work,  and  1 
Jiad  neither  money  nor  bread.  So  I went  to  what 
. J was  told  was  to  be  asupper  of  the  radicals.  (Here 
the  prisoner  was  overcome  by  his  feelings.)  At 
6 o’clock,  T met  C.  Cooj^pr,  who  was  the  only  man 
I knew,  and  T borrowed  a halfpenny  pf  him,  which, 
with  another,  enabled  me  to  get  a pennyworth  of 
bread,  and  this  I eat  very  sweet,  1 wish  I.  may 
never  come  out  of  this  place,  if  I tell  false.  We 
then  went  into  the  stable  and  up  stairs,  where 
there  was  some  bread  and  cheese.  I took  an  old 
sword  and  hewed  down  the  loaf,  of  which  otliers 
who  were  as  hungry  as  me  partook.  I then  asked 
what  111!  these  arms  wt  re  about,  and  when  I heard, 

I was  so  siiocked  tliat  I determined  to  get  away  as 
fast  as  I could.  Soon  after  the  officers  and  soldiers 
came,  and  I thought  it  my  duty  to  surrender.  I 
jiow  stand  here  convicted  of  high  treason,  after  I 
served  m}'  king  and  country  for  twelve  years,  and 
this  is  the  recompense.  Oii  Gqd! — I have  nothing 
more  to  say. 

Here  the  prisoner  stood  back  in  an  agony  of 
tears.  He  is  a Scotcliman,  and  spoke  with  his  na- 
tive accent.  liis  manner  altogether  was  extremely 


impressive,  and  his  latiguage  see.med  to  be  that  of 
simple  truth. 

Charles  Cooper  said  he  had  much  to  .say,  but  hi.g 
friends  thouglit  it  would  be  imprudent.  He  could 
only  declare  that  he  was  not  guilty  of  the  crime 
imputed  to  him. 

Gilchrist  again  came  forward,  and  said  he  wa.s 
very  willing  to  give  up  his  life,  if  it  could  save  that 
of  a fellow  creature.  He  had  already  tendered  it 
to  save  one  of  the  poor  pien  by  his  side.  He  never 
thougiitof  such  athing  as  to  take  any  man’s  life. 

The  crier  of  the  court  now  proclaimed  silence  in 
the  usual  manner,  while  sentence  of  death  was  pas- 
sing upon  the  prisoners — 

I'he  lord  chiefjustice  then  proceeded  to  address 
the  prisoners  severally  by  their  respective  names, 
makinga  distinction  between  those  who  had  with- 
drawn their  please  of  “not  guilty”  and  pleaded 
“guilty,”  and  those  who  had  been  convicted  by  ju- 
ries of  tlieir  country.  If  any  of  them  should  ulti- 
mately have  their  lives  spared,  which  lie  trusted 
would  be  the  case,  he  hoped  tliey  would  always 
bear  in  mind  that  they  owed  that  life  to  the  benigni- 
ty and  merciful  disposition  of  their  sovereign,  aid- 
ed and  seconded  also  by  the  merciful  dispositions  of 
those  very  persons  upon  whom  they  had  contem- 
plated the  foul  crime  of  assassination.  One  of  them, 
Arthur  Thistlewood,  had  upon  his  trial  proposed  to 
call  certain  witnesses,  whom  the  court  had  refused 
to  hear.  This  refusal  was  according  to  the  due 
course  of  justice,  as  it  was  administered  in  thi.s 
country.  The  witnesses  whom  he  proposed  to  call, 
were  for  the  purpose  of  impugning  the  testimony  of 
a man  of  the  name  of  Dwyer,  anq  no  other,  Hi.s 
learned  coun.selhad  previously  called  witnesses  to 
tlie  same  efiect.  It  could  not  be  allowed  to  him  ac- 
cording to  the  ordinary  course  of  proceeding  to 
do  more.  Indeed,  even  if  he  had  liad  been  aiiow- 
ed  so  to  do,  it  could  have  been  productive  of  no  ad- 
vantage, because  his  case  did  no,t  depend  upon  tlie 
evidence  of  that  witness  alone.  This  observation 
was  confirmed  by  the  fact,  that  in  subsequent  cases, 
where  the  evidence  of  Dwyer  was  altogether  omit- 
ted, a similar  verdict  of  guilty  was  returned  Some 
of  them  had  thought  fit  to  say  much  of  the  cliaracter 
pf  a person  who  had  not  appeared^s  a witness  up- 
on this  occasion.  The  court  could  proceed  only 
upon  the  evidence  which  was  brought  before  i.t. — 
Of  the  person,  therefore,  to  whom  they  alluded,  or, 
of  the  practice  of  which  they  had  been  guilt}%  they 
could  have  no  knowledge.  Upon  the  testimony, 
however,  which  had  been  adduced  against  them, 
there  was  abundantly  sufficient  to  induce  a jury  of 
theircountry  to  come  to  a sonclusiun  that  the  whole 
of  them  had  taken  an  active  part  in  the  crimes  ira- 
puted  in  the  indictment.  From  all  that  had  ap- 
peared in  the  course  of  these  trials,  as  well  as  from 
much  of  that  which  they  had  then  heard,  it  was 
plain  to  see,  that  they  did  not  embark  in  their  wick- 
ed designs  until  they  had  first  suffered  their  minds 
to  be  corrupted  and  inflamed  by  those  seditious 
and  irreligious  publications,  with  which,  unhappily 
for  this  country,  Hie  press  had  too  long  teemed.  He 
did  not  make  these  remarksto  aggravate  their  guilt 
or  to  enhance  the  sufferings  of  persons  in  their  si- 
tuation. He  made  them  as  a warning  to  all  who 
might  hear  of  their  unfortunate  fate,  that  they 
might  benefit  by  their  example,  and  avoid  those 
dangerous  instruments  of  sedition,  by  which  their 
hearts  and  roinds  were  inflamed,  and  by  whicli  they 
were  drawn  from  every  feeling  of  moralitv — from 
every  sense  of  oblig'ation  towards  their  •’reator,  and 
of  justice  towards  society.  'I'he  treason  of  which, 
they  were  charged  and  found  gtiilly,  was  that  of 
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corapassing  amVimag'""''!?  ">  '®'7  against  '"s 
nuijt  Sty,  tbr  the  purpose  of  inducing  him  to  change 
his’mea  ures  and  ministers;  the  first  step  towards 
ulfecting  which,  was  the  assassination  of  the  cabinet 
ministers.  They  had  endeavored  now  to  complain 
ofthe  testimony  of  those  persons  who  had  been  ex- 
amined as  witnesses  on  the  part  of  the  prosecution. 
Some  of  them  were  accomplices  in  their  guilt.  It 
liad  here  happened,  as  it  had  upon  other  occasions, 
that  the  principal  instruments  in  the  hands  of  ^is- 
tice,  were  the  partners  of  their  wickedness;  and  he 
trusted  that  circumstance  would  have  its  due 
y/eight  and  consideration  with  all  tliose  who  became 
acquainted  with  their  situation,  and  witli  the  cir- 
cumstances of  their  trial.  He  hopeii,  for  the  sake 
of  their  own  personal  safety,  if  they  could  not  be 
restrained  by  any  other  consideration,  that  tliey 
would  abstain  from  evil  communications,  and  from 
evil  connexions,  such  as  had  brought  the  prisoners 
to  the  unhappy  position  in  which  tlrey  s'tood, — 
Some  of  them  had  avowed  their  intention  to  liave 
taken  away  the  lives,  and  to  l>ave  steeped  their 
hands  in  the  blood  of  fourteen  persons,  to  many  of 
them  unknown — a crime  ot  a character  so  black, 
that  it  was  hitherto  without  parallel  in  the  history 
of  this  country,  and  lie  )ioped  it  would  remain  un- 
paralleled hereafter.  (His  lordship  here  seemed 
considerably  agitated.)  It  now,  he  said,  only  re- 
mainedfor  him  to  pass  upon  them  the  awful  sentence 
of  tlie  law;  but  before  he  did  so,  he  exhorted  tiicm, 
he  implored  them,  to  employ  the  time  yet  left  to 
them  in  this  life,  in  endeavoring,  by  prayer,  to  ob- 
tain mercy  from  that  Almighty  Power,  before  whom 
they  would  shortly -appear,  rhemei’cy  of  ^^ea^  en 
might  be  obtained  by  all  those  who  wpuld  unfeign- 
ediy  and  with  luimiUty  express  contrition  for  their 
offences,  and  seek  that  mercy  through  the  merits 
of  their  blessed  Redeemer. 

His  lordship  liaving  once  mbre  solemn]}'’  exliort- 
ed  the  prisoners  to  repentance,  pronounced  the 
sentence  of  the  law  in  the  following  words; — 

“Tliat  you,  and  each  ofyou, be  taken  from  hence 
to  tlie  gaol  from  whence  you  last  came,  and  from 
thence  that  you  be  drawn  upon  a hurdle  to  a place 
of  execution,  and  be  there  hanged  by  the  neckun- 
ii\  you  be  dead;  and  that  afterwards  your  heads 
shall  be  severed  from  your  bodies,  and  your  bodies 
be  divided  into  four  quarters,  to  be  disposed  of  as  his 
majesty  shall  think  fit.  And  may  God  ol  Ills  infinite 
goodness  hav^  mercy  upon  your  souls!” 

The. crier  said  aloud,  ^‘Amen!”  in  wliich  he  was 
joined  by  many  in  the  court,  who  were  deeply  af- 
fected b}"  his  lordship’s  impressive  address. 

The  prisoners  were  then  removed  from  the  bar. 
They  did  not  seem  much  affected,  but  departed 
with  great  firmness  and  resignation.  Tidd  complain- 
ed of  the  weight  of  his  irons. 

The  chief  justice  said,  he  was  sure  the  gaoler 
would  grant  him  every  indulgence  consistent  with 
bis  safety. 

Legislature  of  Comiectlciit. 

GOVERNOR’S  SPEECH. 

The  legislature  of  Connecticut  recently  met 
for  the  first  time,  under  tljcir  new  constitution, 
.at  New-Haven.  Daved  Plant  was  chosen  speaker, 
Ansel  Sterling,  clerk,  and  Nathan  Johnson,  assistant 
clerk.  The  house  being  organized,  his  excellency 
governor  Wolcott  was  escorted  to  the  court-house, 
where  he  delivered  the  following  speech: 

I am  happy  in  beir.g  able  to  inform  you,  on  the 
present  occasion,  when  we  are  again  convened  to 
deliberate  on  the  equeerns  of  our  constitiients,  that 


tranquility  is  pravailing  throughout  this  state,  and 
in  every  part  of  our  extensive  country;  that  confi- 
dence in  the  justice  and  generosity  of  our  public 
counsels,  appears  to  be  increasing  among  the  na- 
tions of  the  earth;  and  lliat  tlie  dangerous  collisions 
which  menaced  an  interruption  of  our  peace,  will 
probably  be  averted  by  amicable  disciussions,  con- 
ducted with  moderation  and  a spirit  of  equity, 
'rhese  are  sure  indications  of  the  liappy  influence  of 
free  and  mild  insit utions  of  government,  over  & 
virtuous  and  intelligent  population;  and  the  bless- 
ings tliey  procure  ilemand  our  gratitude  to  the 
Merciful  Disposer  of  all  events. 

Owing  to  tlie  stagnation  of  commerce,  and  to 
forniei- abuses  of  credit,  form  the  effects  of  whicii 
our  country  luis  net  yet  recovered,  the  pecuniary 
pressure  upon  the  community  continues  to  be  severe 
and  js  still  ^^-eatly  injurious  to  the  public  interests; 
but  I believe  that  tiie  people  of  no  part  of  the  United 
States,  or  of  the  world,  enjoy  greater  comfort  and 
prosjjerit}/,  than  those  of  Connecticut.  This  com- 
parative exemption  from  the  common  evil  of  the 
present  period,  ought,  doubtless,  to  be  attributed 
to  tlieir  rViigul  habits,  persevering  industry,  and  to 
tlie  general  diffusion  of  those  arts  most  necessary 
to  th.e  enjoyment  of  civilized  life,  which  have  ren- 
dered them,  in  a very  considerable  degree,  indepen- 
dent of  supplies  derived  from  external  corrimerce. 
As  far  as  my  information  extends,  the  people  oflJiis 
country  hav’e  become  generally  convinced  that  thic 
remedies  for  our  present  embarrassments,  can  alone 
be  expected  fi-om  improvements  in  agriculture,  a 
wise  direction  of  tlie  paiblic  industry,  and  from  tiic 
extension  of  arts  and  manufactures,  aided  by  re- 
straints on  the  consumption  or  use  of  those  .super- 
fluous or  noxious  articles  of  fbrelg-n  gro-'vVt.h  or  mu- 
mifacture,  which  exhausted  the  resources  of  the 
country,  and  depi-essthe  exertions  of  domestic  en- 
terprize  We  must  still  await  the  measures  whidi 
may  be  devised  by  the  national  government  for  ouf 
relief,  to  wliich  tlie  general  regulation  of  the  cur- 
rency, of  foreig’n  commerce,  and  provisions  for  a 
just  distrihution  of  the  efFects  of  bankrupt  traders, 
have  been  assigned  by  tlie  constitution;  but  muck 
can  be  done  by  the  several  states,  by  wise  fiscal  re- 
gulations, and  by  precepts  and  examples,  co- operat- 
ing with  tlie  })a*triotic  exertions  of  all  good  citizens. 

Incessant  vigtdance,  and  great  caution,  are  duties 
at  all  times  incumbent  on  the  legislators  of  free, 
st'ites.  and  are  especially  requisite  at  present,  in 
consequence  of  the  distuiheil  condition  of  several 
countries,  with  which  we  are  principally  connecteci, 
where  the  recent  course  of  events  appears  to  be 
unfavorable  to  prineijiles  of  liberty.  The  expedi- 
ency of  preserving  our  municipal  regulations  and 
militia  establishments  in  full  vigor,  is  therefore  a]>- 
parent, 

In  addition  to  the  ordinary  business  of  the  sc.s- 
sion,  I ll'iink  it  proper  to  mention  that  the  apjjcint- 
ment  of  electors  of  president  and  vice  prcsiiient  of 
the  United  .States,  must,  in  pursuance  oi’an.  a:,;  of 
congre.ss,  be  made  v.dthin  thirtyfbiir  days  preccd- 
Ingtiie  first  ^¥e^in(^sday  of  December  next.  I;' no 
provision  diflerent  from  the  existing  law  oftliis  sUate 
shall  be  made  during  tlie  present  s.-ssion,  an  extra 
meeting  of  the  general  assembly  will  be  ncceiyiary. 
In  connexion  with  tills  subject,  the  apjioiitimeiU  of 
a senator  of  the  United  States,  to  supply  the  place 
of  the  hnn.  Samuel  W.  Dana,  whose  term  of  se  rvice 
M-ill  expire  on  the  third  of  March  next,  wld  deserve 
consideration, 

I liave  received  from  the.  governor  of  (lie  coir., 
monwcalth  of  Massachusetts,  a resolution  or  ir.e 
general  court  of  that  state,  representing  llml  cr... 
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tentions  and  disputes  have  arisen  between  the  citi- 
zens of  that  commonwealth  and  those  of  this  state, 
respecting*  the  boundary  line  between  the  two  states 
cast  of  Connecticut  river,  and  appointing  commis- 
sioners to  ascertain  the  same — in  which  measure 
the  concurrence  of  this  state  is  requested. 

I’he  states  of  Pennsylvania,  and  of  Ohio,  have 
proposed  an  amendment  to  the  constitution  of  the 
United  States,  for  the  purpose  of  restraining  con- 
gress from  establishing’  any  bank,  or  other  monied 
institution,  except  witiiin  the  di.strict  of  Columbia. 
7’hese  papers  will  be  communicated  by  a special 
message. 

I have  received,  fortlie  purpose  of  being  submit- 
ted to  your  consideration,  certain  declarations  of  the 
commonwealth  of  Virginia,  whicli  deny  the  legiti- 
mate right  of  congress  to  inhibit  slavery,  as  a con- 
dition of  admitting  a new  state  into  the  union,  or 
to  impose  any  other  restriction,  not  necessary  to 
guarantee  a republican  form  of  government. 

Preliminary  measures  have  been  adopted,  for 
admitting  the  territory  of  Missouri  a member  of  the 
United  States,  on  terms  which  will  doubtless  be  ac- 
ceptable to  Virginia,  but  accompanied  with  a decla- 
ration by  congress,  that,  (with  the  exception  of  the 
proposed  new  state)  slavery  shall  forever  remain 
interdicted  in  all  the  territory  of  the  United  States, 
north  of  thirty -six  degrees  and  thirty  minutes  of 
north  latitude,  thereby  asserting  a principle,  tlie 
validity  of  wiiich  is  denied  by  the  state  of  Virginia. 

Altliough  the  opinion  of  this  ancient  and  respect- 
able stats,  is  not  offered  in  the  form  of  an  amend, 
ment  to  the  constitution;  nor  as  tiie  basis  of  a pro- 
posed contract,  which,  if  ratified  by  particular 
skates,  would  require  the  assent  of  congress,  yet 
an  equivalent  effect  has  been  probably  expected, 
from  the  assent  of  a majority  of  the  states,  to  the 
principles  and  reasoning  to  which  that  state  ap- 
pears to  have  become  reconciled,  and  upon  which 
their  resolutions  have  been  founded. 

Although  the  present  occasion  does  not  afford  a 
convenient  opportunity  for  a full  enquiry  how  far 
the  doctrine  now'’  promulgated  is  consistent  with  a 
fundamental  principle,  wdiich  have  been  adopted 
a great  majority  of  this  nation,  as  political  axioms 
never  to  be  disputed;  nor  to  any  review  of  tlie  con- 
sequences, which  eitlier  conlidence  or  diffidence 
in  former  counsels  of  the  same  authority,  have  pro- 
duced in  the  actual,  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment; and  though  it  is  .still  less  suitable  to  an  ex- 
amination of  the  philological  interpretation  of  the 
constitution  to  which  your  attention  has  been  In- 
vited, yet  as  the  decision  of  this  question  must 
powerfully  influence  the  conditon  of  society  in  all 
future  ages,  and  as  every  freeman  ought  to  form  a 
decided  opinion  upon  this  subject,  T cannot  foi’bear 
to  present  to  your  view  some  of  the  consequences 
which.,  in  my  opinion,  must  follow  from  the  exten- 
sion or  diffusion  of  slaveiw  in  these  states. 

It  cannot  have  escaped  your  observation,  that  a 
diversity  of  habits  and  principles  of  government 
exists  in  this  country;  and  I think  it  is  evident  that 
slavery  is  gradually  forming  those  distinctions, 
Yv’iiich,  according  to  invariable  lavvs  of  human  ac- 
tion, constitute  the  cluiracteristic  dilference  be- 
tween aristocratical  and  clemocratical  republics. 

Wherever  agricultural  labor  is  wholly  or  chiefly 
performed  by  slaves,  it  must  constitute  the  princi- 
pal revenue  of  the  community.  The  owners  of 
slaves  must  necessarily  be  the  cliief  owners  of  the 
soil;  and  those  laborers  who  are  too  ]Joor  to  own 
both,  though  nominally  free,  must  be  dependent  on 
an  aristocratical  order,  and  remain  without  power 
or  political  influence  in  this  state.  } 


All  our  experience  illustrates  the  truth  of  these 
remarks.  Connecticut  has  long  been  among  the 
fir.st  of  the  colonizing  states,  'fhe  soil,  climate,  and 
price  of  lands  in  Maryland  and  Virginia,  are  highly 
inviting  to  our  agricultural  emigrants,  yet  they  are 
almost  invariably  seen  to  prefer  settlements  in  iuore 
remote  and  comparatively  inconvenient  situations. 
They  are  only  deterredfrom  settling  in  these  states 
by  tiie  vicinity  of  a slave  population,  and  by  inci- 
dental  institution.s,  which  would  require  a renun- 
ciation of  their  habits  and  the  political  jjriviieges 
which  they  have  been  acciLstomed  to  enjoy,  and  to 
which  they^  are  inviolably  attached. 

The  territorial  limits  of  the  states  where  slavery 
is  permitted,  are  already  far  more  extensive,  and 
their  lands  probably  more  fertile, tlian  in  those  where 
it  is  interdicted.  .Slavery  is  unfavorable  to  a com- 
pact population,  and  to  improvements  in  the  arts; 
and  the  mode  of  cultivation  usually  practised,  tends 
to  promote  a rapid  expansion  of  new  setilements, 
greatly  exceeding  a just  proportion  of  the  compa- 
rative masses  of  population.  An  immense  territory, 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  either  belongs  to  the  abo- 
riginal tribes  of  Indians,  or  is  sparely  settled  by  tise 
subjects  of  Spain,  where  slavery  is  already  cstab- 
lished;  and  much  of  ibis  territory  will,  doubtless, 
be  annexed  to  our  nation  by  amicable  arrangement, s, 
and  the  natural  progress  of  civilization. 

It  has  been  urged  as  a compensation  for  the  ad- 
milled  evils  of  slavery,  that  the  spirit  of  liberty  is 
more  elevated  and  persevering  among  the  masters 
of  slaves,  than  in  states  where  liberty  is  a common 
blessing.  We  may  admit  that  our  southern  brethren 
are  as  firmly  attached  to  liberty  as  ourselves,  but 
we  cannot  concede  that  they  are,  in  any  respect, 
our  superiors,  without  submitting  to  humiliation  and 
reproach.  Probably,  the  claim  has  no  otlier  just 
foundation,  than  in  the  well  known  ardor,  tenacity 
of  opinion,  and  .strict  concert  of  action,  with  which 
the  members  of  a privileged  order  invariably  pur- 
sue a separate  and  exclusive  interest.  Even  a tacit 
admission  of  inferiority,  from  habitual  concessions, 
would  imply,  on  our  part,  a secret  preference  of 
aristocratical  over  demoeratical  institutions,  since 
the  experience  of  every  age  has  evinced  that, when 
the  privileges  of  a ruling  order  are  founded  on  the 
transitoiy  ijossession  of  wealth,  however  acquired, 
they  are  never  exercised  with  moderation  or  jus- 
tice, than  when  they  depend  on  hereditary  distinc- 
tions of  rank. 

We  are  clearly  bound,  by  our  federal  engage- 
ments, not  to  attempt  to  effect  any  change  in  the 
adjusted  relations  of  society,  in  the  states  where 
slavery  has  been  already  established.  But  as  the 
bare  permission  of  slavery  in  a new  state,  would  be 
a concession  tendingto  disturb  the  natural  equality 
which  would  otherwise  exist  between  the  states, 
and  also  between  all  free  citizens,  it  would  seem  to 
be  far  more  reasonable,  even  on  the  principle  of 
that  sti’ict  and  literal  construction  of  the  delegated 
powers  of  congress,  for  which  Virginia  contends, 
to  require  in  the  constitution  an  express  authority 
to  tolerate  tlie  extension  of  slavery,  rather  than 
iVom  tlie  mere  absence  of  any  express  direction  to 
tliat  effect,  to  infer  the  want  of  power  to  prohibit 
sucii  extension  in  derogation  of  the  fundamental 
rights  and  principles,  which  it  was  clearly  the  great- 
object  of  the'  constitution  to  secure  and  perpe- 
tuate. 

But,  in  my  opinion,  tlie  invaluable  compact  be- 
tween tlie  people,  tlie  states  and  the  federal  go- 
vernment, not  only  forbids  the  exercise  of  some 
])owers,  but  is  imperative  in  requiring  the  perform- 
ance of  certain  duties — and  may  as  effectually  be 
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vioktecl  by  mere  neglig-ence  and  non-execution,  as 
by  the  usurpation  of  powers  not  delegated,  or  re- 
served to  the  states  or  to  the  people.  Among-  these, 
the  guarantee  of  a republican  form  of  government 
is  of  vital  importance.  It  is  a contract  between  the 
United  States  and  the  people  of  every  state,  desig’u- 
ed  to  protect  the  great  principles  of  ti>e  revolution, 
upon  which  our  union  depends.  It  imposes  upon 
congress,  not  merely  deliberative  but  active  duties; 
not  merely  a vigilant  attention  to  the  elementary 
principles  of  government,  and  the  composition  of 
society  in  the  new  states  which  may,  from  time  to 
time  be  admitted  members;  but  also  vests  a conser- 
vative power  over  all  the  states,  to  secure  timir 
origp.nal  principles  from  subversion  by  force,  or  from 
gradual  decay;  not  only  to  guard  the  states  against 
the  enterprizes  of  monarchical  authority,  which  are 
the  most  oppressive  to  the  rich  and  pow'-erful,  but 
to  protect  the  people  against  the  masked-batteries 
of  aristocracy,  which  ought  equally  to  be  dreaded 
by  the  poor  ami  defenceless.  It  was  not  to  estab- 
lish republics  in  “form”  only,  but  to  perpetuate  our 
free  and  mild  institutions,  and  to  render  civil  liber- 
ty immortal,  that  the  constitulion  was  adopted. — 
Nothing  has  been  m.ore  common  tlian  the  perver- 
sion of  republican  forms,  and  it  has  been  b}^  such 
means  that  the  liberties  of  free  states  have  been 
most  frequently  undermined.  Even  t!ie  govern- 
ment of  the  Mamelukes  has  long  been  acknowledg- 
ed and  constantly  styled  a republic.  They  have, 
for  about  four  hundred  years,  formed  their  own 
regulations,  and  elected  their  chiefs,  with  the  right 
of  suspendivig  their  power  at  will.  No  men  have 
been  mere  jealous  than  they  of  any  diminution  of 
the  privileges  of  their  order,  or  more  fiercely  at- 
tached to  popular  forms.  They  have  been  masters 
over  a fertile  and  extensive  country;  they  have  been 
numerous,  w^arlike  and  powerful;  yet  they  have 
ever  been,  in  fact,  a confederacy  of  .slaves,  and  their 
mi.snamed  republican  freedom,  has  been  displayed 
only  in  acts  of  cruelty,  extortion  and  tyianny  over 
tflie  defenceless  natives  of  Egypt. 

. 1 regret  that  the  discussion  of  this  subject,  by  the 
^ates,  has  become  necessary.  In  my  judgment  it 
would  liave  been  more  prudent  to  have  left  a ques- 
tion of  such  delicacy  and  importance  to  tlie  unin- 
fluenced decision  of  congress.  But,  as  it  has  been 
proposed  by  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia,  a 
prompt  and  frank  declaration  of  our  sentiments  is 
required,  no  less  by  decorum  tlian  by  a just  regard 
to  the  rights  of  our  constituents.  On  the  grounds 
which  have  been  briefly  stated,  I am  compelled,  by 
a sense  of  duty,  to  declare  it  as  my  opinion,  that 
congress  is  fully  authorised  to  inhibit  the  further 
aiffusion  of  slavery;  and  that,  to  permit  it  to  be 
established  in  the  territores  or  districts  which  have 
been,  or  may  hereafter  be  acquired,  would,  in  ef- 
fect, operate  as  an  indefinite  suspension,  if  not  a 
perpetual  exclusion  of  the  rights  which  appertain 
to  the  agriculturalists  of  the  United  States,  and 
tending  also  to  create  an  influence  injurious  to  the 
states  where  slavery  is  interdicted. 

OLIVER  WOLCOTT. 

General  assemblyy  JHay  session,  1820. 

IlKPOnT  ox  THE  VinOIXfA  DECLAHATIOXS. 

The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  so  much 
of  his  excellency  the  governor’s  speech,  as  relates 
to  certain  declarations  of  the  commonwealth  of  Vir- 
giiiia — HEtfOP/r: 

That,  altliough  they  do  not  discoter  in  the  con- 
stitution of  the  United  States,  any  article  autho- 
rising the  legislature  ©f  the  different  states  to  de- 
fine, limit,  or  control  the  powers  of  congi'-€ss,  much 


less  to  overawe  the  deliberations  of  that  body,  yet, 
as  congress  has  exercised  the  power  of  prohibit- 
ing slavery  north  of  36^  degrees  of  north  latitude,, 
we  approve  of  t!ie  act,  as  constitutional. 

[nvoluntary  servitude  is  universally  admitted  to 
be  a reproach  u])on  our  republican  institutions; 
and  its  existence  in  tills  country  has  been  a sub- 
ject of  regret  with  the  wise  and  good,  in  every 
part  of  tile  union,  An  attempt,  from  any  quarter, 
to  extend  the  influence  of  this  evil,  cannot  b<* 
viewed  with  unconcern — moi'e  especially  as  “it  h-s 
evident  that  slavery  is  gradually  forming  those  dis- 
tinctions wliich,  according  to  the  invariable  law?? 
of  human  action,  constitute  the  cliaracteristic  dif- 
ference between  aristocraticai  and  democratic^  re- 
publics.” 

Congress  not  only  have  the  power,  but  it  is  their 
duty,  under  the  constitution,  in  forming  new  states,, 
not  only  to  secure  to  them  the  form  of  a republican 
government,  but  provision  should  be  made,  to  se- 
cure to  the  people  of  every  new  state,  equal  rights 
and  privileges,  and  at  tlie  same  time  to  preserve 
in  the  existing  states,  such  a proportion  of  power 
and  influence  as  is  guaranteed  them  by  the  nation- 
al compact. 

Self-preservation  requires  that  no  power  should 
be  granted,  which  would  endanger  the  general 
-welfare:  On  subjects  of  this  kind,  congress  is  the 

constituted  autliority  to  decide — that  being  the  or- 
ganized representation  of  the  union,  and  exclusively- 
entrusted  with  the  care  of  its  concerns.  'Ehe  com- 
mittee are  aware  that  the  commonwealth  of  Vir- 
ginia, fi-om  the  power  and  influence  which  she  has 
niiuntained  in  the  union,  and  the  interest  which 
her  statesmen  have  heretofore  taken. in  the  great 
principles  of  civil  liberty,  upon  which  are  founded 
the  constitutions  of  tlie  states,  is  entitled,  in  all  hei’ 
communications,  to  the  highest  consideration;  and 
it  is  with  no  small  concern  and  surprise,  that  your 
committee  discover,  in  the  communication  now  sub- 
mitted by  that  commonwealth  to  the  general  assem  ■ 
hly  of  Connecticut,  for  her  co-operation,  an  appa- 
rent disposition  to  sectional  aggrandizement,  by  tlie 
continuance  and  extension  of  an  evil  too  gross  to  be 
namerl  in  tlie  constitution,  and  wliich  lias  ever  been 
considered  by  her  best  and  ablest  statesmen,  as  alike 
incoii!5i.stent  with  her  own  professions,  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  our  government. 

VTur  committee  liave  given  as  much  attention  to 
the  communication  suhraitted  to  them,  as  the  duties 
of  the  session  would  allow;  but  they  cannot,  in  any 
view  of  tire  subject  whicli  they  have  been  enablet! 
to  take,  unite  with  the  general  assembly  of  Virginia, 
in  the  opinion  expressed  in  the  declarations  of  tliat 
assembly;  nor  in  the  measures  therein  proposed,  to 
give  them  effect. 

The  questions,  to  which  these  resolutions  allude, 
have  been  settled  hy  the  competent  authority;  and 
wliile  your  committee  refrain  from  discussing  a. 
question,  which  has  so  greatly  agitated  the  national 
councils,  they  cannot  but  regret  to  find,  in  so  dis- 
tinguislied  a member  of  the  union,  an  attempt  to 
take  from  congress,  by  a combined  influence,  a 
power  clearly  inferable  from  the  provisions  of  the 
coi’iStitution,  and  essential  to  the  preservation  of 
equality  in  the  states,  and  the  acknowledged  prin- 
ciples of  civil  liberty. 

Per  order,  ELIAS  PERKINS. 

Resolved,  by  this  assembly,  that  the  preceding  re- 
port be  accepted  and  approved — and  that  the  go- 
vernor of  this  state  be  requested  to  transmit  a copy 
tbereof,  and  of  this  resolution,  to  the  governor  of  the 
commonv.^caItIi  of  Virginia,  as  the  reply  of  this  as- 
sembly to  UiG  preamble  and  re.solution.s  of  the  gene- 
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rui  assembly  of  Virginia,  communicated  to  this  as-  j pendent  banks  in  thi 
i?embly  by  the  governor  cf  this  state,  at  the  opening  January  twentieth,  o 
of  the  present  session. 

In  Senate,  May  Session,  1820. 

Passed — Attest, 

VVM.  W.  BOAllDMAN,  Clerk, 
in  the  House  of  Representatives: 

Passed — Attest, 

A.  STERLING,  Clerk. 


is  commonwealth, 


approved 
hundred 

ind  eighteen,  and  an  act  entitled  ‘‘^an  act  supple- 
mental to  the  act  establishing’  independent  bardis 
in  this  commonwealth,’’  apirroved  February  third, 
one  thousand  eiglit  hundred  and  eighteen,  to  deai 
land  trade  in  discounts,  bills  of  exchange,  or  cur- 
Irent  money,  or  to  issue  notes  or  bills  of  credit,  pay- 
iablc  to  bearer  or  otiierwise,  shall  be,  and  the  same 
jare  hereby  repealed  and  revoked  frv.m  and  after 
tlie  first  diiy  of  May  next,  and  all  ctlier  poweiv 
[rightsand  privileges  granted  to  said  corporations  i a 
e-  Isaid  recited  acts,  are  hereby  repealed  and  revoked. 


Most  excellent  hi%v  of  Kentucky. 

The  following  tndy  wise;  law  of  Kentucky  may  i 
deem  the  state  of  its  ]>resent  ills,  brought  about 
by  its  litter  of  banks,  in  a few  years,  if  the  people 
are  industrluus  and  economical. 

act  to  repeal  the  act  emit  led  **  an  act  to  establish 
independent  banks  in  this  cojui^ion-wealth”  and  an  act 
mipplonentary  ihei'eto. 

Whereas,  in  the  tenth  article  of  the  constitution 
of  Kentucky,  it  is  declared — first,  that  all  freemen 
when  they  forma  social  compact  are  equal,  and  jtlie  purpose  of  banking,  approved  February  eighth, 
that  no  man  or  set  of  men,  are  entitled  to  exedusive,  (one  th.ousand  eight  hundred  and  twelve,  whicli  pe- 
separate  public  emoluments  or  privileges  from  theinalties,  fines  and  forfeitures  may,  and  shall  be  im- 


from  and  after  the  first  day  of  January,  one  tliou- 
sand  eight  hundred  and  twenty  three. 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  furihev  enactedp'i'h-eit  Q.wy  pevsim  or 
persona,  who  may  act  as  president,  director  or 
other  officer,  of  any  independent  bankin  this  slate^ 
contrary  to  the  provisions  of  tins  act,  shall  be  sub- 
ject to  all  the-  penalties,  fines  and  forfeitures  im- 
posed by  an  act  to  suppress  private  associations  for 


community,  but  in  consideration  of  public  services; 
and  secondly,  that  all  power  is  inherent  in  the  peo- 
ple, and  all  free  governments  are  founded  on  their 
authority,  and  instituted  for  their  peace,  safety  and 
happiness:  And 

Whereas,  it  is  self  evident,  according  to  those  fun- 
damental principles  of  government,  that  all  laws 
uhicii  grant,  to  a few,  tiie  power  to  oppress  the 
many,  are  tyrannical  in  their  nature,  and  adverse  to 
the  primitive  rights  of  the  people — and  therefore 
repealable  by  the  supreme  authority:  I'o  say  that  a 
sale  of  the  primitive  rights  of  the  people,  by  the  le- 
gislature, is  to  be  perpetual  and  unalterable,  be- 
cause there  is  a contract  in  the  case,  is  to  declare 
that  error  and  abuse  of  power  may  co^isecrate  them- 
selves. Fraud  vitiates  all  contracts:  Toefieetthe 

intention  of  the  parties  is  the  object  of  all  la  w s re- 
garding contracts:  That  a privilege  granted,  shall 

be  used  for  tlie  destruction,  or  even  to  tlie  disad- 
vantage of  those  who  granted,  never  could  be  the 
Intention  of  the  parties.  All  leg'islative  power  is 
derivative;  proceeds  from  tire  people,  and  is  to  be 
*ised  for  their  prosperity  and  happiness  only;  con- 
sequently, all  laws  of  a contrary  tendency,  violate 
.the  intention  of  the  social  compact;  and  are  subject 
upon  first  principles,  to  the  condition  of  being  re- 
pealed, wliether  the  evil  spring  from  the  nature  of 
the  privilege  granted,  or  cordract  entered  into,  or 
from  the  abuse  of  either.  A bank  charter,  from  its 
nature,  extends,  and  necessarily  confines  the  pow- 
ers and  privileges  granted  to  the  few,  to  the  ex- 
clusion of  the  many,  It  therefore  follows,  as  an  un- 
avoidable conclusion,  that  if  the  powers  and  ])i’ivi- 
leges,  granted  in  a bank  charter,  operate  against 
the  public  good,  the  people  by  their  legislature, 
•have  the  primitive  right  to  revoke  such  charter. 
To  the  end  therefore^  that  ihe  good  people  of  this 
state  be  delivered  in  future  from  the  baneful  efiects 
of  the  power  and  privileges  granted  by  the  laws 
establishing  independent  banks  in  this  common- 
wealth, which  liave  been  exercised  in  many  in- 
stances in  the  plenitude  of  tyranny,  oppression, 


posed,  recovered,  collected  and  distributed  ac- 
cording to  the  provisions  of  the  said  recited  last  act. 

Sec.  3.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  the  bonds  re- 
quired from  the  independent  banks  for  tiie  privi- 
lege of  banking  for  the  year  one  thousand  eight 
hundred  and  twenty,  shall  be  and  the  same  is  here- 
by rf’pcaled. 

Sec.  4.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  so  much  of 
the  act  to  incorporate  Sanders’  manufacturing  com- 
pany, which  passed  the  31st  day  of  January,  one 
thousand  eigiit  hundred  and  eighteen,  and  the 
supplemental  act  thereto,  approved  February  the 
third,  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  eighteen, 
which  gives  the  said  company  banking  privileges, 
shall  be,  and  the  same  is  hereby  repealed;  and  the 
second  section  of  this  act  is  hereby  made  applica- 
ble to  the  persons  who  may  have  the  management 
of  the  said  manufacturing  institution. 

The  following  were  the  yeas  and  nays  on  the 
passage  ofthe  preceding  act — ■ 

In  the  tmise  of  representatives. 

Yeas — Messrs.  Allen,  Barrett,  Barton,  Baylor, 
Booker,  Boyd,  J.  Breathitt,  Butler,  Chilton,  Chur- 
chill, Clarke,  Cockerill,  Coleman,  Cunningham, 
Davis,  Daniel,  Dougherty,  Duncan  (of  Daviess,) 
Duncan  (of  Lincoln,)  W.  Emmerson,  Forrest,  Ge- 
rard, Goode,  Gray,  B.  Harrison,  Hays,  Howard, 
Hughes,  Kincaid,  King,  Lecompte,  I.ewis,  Little, 
Lyne,  Mayo,  Miller,  T.  P.  Moore,  T.  11.  .Moore, 
M’Roberts.  O’Bannon,  Oglesby,  Oldham,  Rudd, 
Scott,  W,  Smith,  Stepliens,  Stepheivson,  Waring, 
White,  Williams  and  Worthington-— 51. 

Nays— Mr.  Spcaker,[Hardin.]  Messrs.  C.  Breath- 
itt, Cooper,  Cox,  J.  Emerson,  Fleming,  Gordon,- 
Green,  Grundy,  Eee,  Long,  M’Afee,  M’Clelland, 
Payne,  Porter,  Pi-atlier,  Sanders,  Sandford,  Selby, 
Spillman,  R.  'J'aylor, 'fhomas,  Turney,  Underwood, 
M.  Wicklilfe  and  Yuntis— 27. 

I/i  the  senate. 

Yeas — Mr.  Speaker,  [Blackburn]  Messrs.. Bled- 
soe, Crutcher,  Dollerhide,  Ewing,  Ford,  Given, 
Hardin,  Hickman,  Johnson,  Jones,  Lackey,  Pic- 
and  abuse,  to  the  great  injury  ofthe  good  people  of  jkett,  '‘laughter,  Thomson,  White,  Wood  and  Yan- 
this  state: — c}' — 18. 

Sect.  1.  Be  it  enacted  by  the g-encrnl  assembly  of  Nays — Messrs.  Barry,  Bridgee,  Davidge,  David- 


the  commonioealth  of  Kentucky,  That  all  power,  right 
dr  privilege, granted  to  the  corporations  eslAblislr 
ed  by  an  act  entitled  “an  act  establishing  hide 


son.  Eve,  Faulkner^  Harrison,  Johnson,  Mason,  Ow- 
ens, Perrin,  Pope,  Roper,  Southgate  and  Worthingj; 
ton — 15. 
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The  tariff  bil/t  &c.  \V''ithout  entering  upon  the 
subject  at  large— and,  perhaps,  without  giving  to  it 
that  fullness  of  consideration  which  its  importance; 
deserves,  we  no-w  rather  incline  to  a belief  that  the 
postponement  of  the  tariff  bill  by  the  Senate  of  the 
United  States,  has  rendered  a permanent  benefit 
to  the  country!  ‘‘Blessed  is  he  who  findeth  cbnso- 
iationi”  OFi  out  of  evil  bringeth  good!  Oaf  reasons, 
for  what  some  will  suppose  to  be  a strange  doc- 
trine, are  as  follows: — 

1.  The  extreme  pecuniary  pressure  on  the  peo- 
ple is  very  rapidly  curtailing  the  importation  and 
consumption  of  foreign  goods,  and  bringing  about 
a home  trade  of  incalculable  advantage  to  thecoun- 
try,  by  rendering  the  importation  of  such  goods 
less  and  less  necessary.  One  man  gives  his  labor  to 
another  for  wheat,  a second  barters  wheat  for  cloth, 
a third  gives  cloth  for  shoes,  hats.  See.  As  money 
has  retired  from  circulation  for  the  want  of  employ, 
the  people  have  returned  to  tlie  original  principles 
of  business;  audit  may  safely  be  said,  that  the  bar- 
tering of  one  commodity  for  another  has  increased 
not  less  tlian  tivenly  fold  within  the  last  two  or  three 
years.  The  farmer  oftentimes  finds  that  he  can 
better  afford  to  pay  the  blacksmith  two  dollars  for 
certain  agricultural  utensils,  if  the  latter  will  take 
wheat  for  his  labor  at  a fair  price — than  send  the 
wheat  to  market  and  sell  it  for  money,  and  then  pay 
one  dollar  for  such  utensils.  And  all  are  more  and 
more  convinced  of  the  interesting  truth,  that  it  is 
the  facility  of  payment,  instead  of  the  amount 
paid,  that  fixes  the  value  of  a commodity  to  the 
consumer. 

2.  These  habits,  once  established  by  necessity, 
will  be  continued  from  choice;  but  they  cannot  be 
abandoned  while  there  is  no  foreign  demand  for 
our  products,  and  the  average  worth  of  wheat  in 
the  United  States  is  not  more  than  fifty  cents  per 
bushel  to  the  growers  of  the  grain;  and  the  car- 
Tiage  of  a barrel  of  flour  to  market  costs  the  half  of 
what  it  sells  for  there. 

3.  In  consequence  of  these  things,  the  revenue 
of  the  United  States,  now  derived  from  duties  on 
goods  imported,  will  fail.  We  are  about  to  bor- 
row  several  millions  of  doilai*s  to  meet  the  current 
expenditures  of  the  present  year;  we  shall  have  to 
borrow  more  to  satisfy  those  of  the  next,  and  still 
a greater  amount,  in  all  probability,  for  those  of 
the  year  thereafter — and  so  on;  unless  the  people 
of  Europe,  instead  of  attending  to  their  farms  and 
manufactories,  get  to  killing  one  another — or,  we 
adopt  a different  policy  for  ourselves  and  revert  to 
direct  taxes  or  an  excise. 

4.  Because,  though  this  result  is  the  inevitable 
consequence  of  mistaken  means  for  raising  a reve- 
nue and  of  prodigality  in  its  expenditure — it  would 
have  been  charitably  attributed  to  the  tariff  bill,  if 
it  had  passed  into  a law* — “Seeing  is  believing,  but 

*We  see  by  a toast  drank  at  Salem,  Mass,  at  a 
dinner  given  to  Mr.  Silsbee,  the  representative  of 
the  district  in  congress,  in  approbation  of  his  oppo- 
sition to  the  tariff,  &c.  that  some  attribute  the  pre- 
sent reduced  amount  of  importations  to  the  opera- 
tion of  the  exi.sting  tariff’!— The  toast  alluded  to  is 
in  these  words — “The  defleitin  the  public  revenue 
and  the  loan  of  three  millions.— May  the  pvesmt 
YoL.XYllt. 22.  ’ 


feeling  has  no  fellow.’*  When  the  people  and  their 
government  alike  feel  pecuniary  difficulty,  efficient 
measures  will  be  resorted  to  to  relieve  it,  and  taxa- 
tion and  representation  will,  go  hand  in  hand. 
“Those  who  dance  should  pay  the  piper.” 

We  have  no  gratification  in  the  prospect  before 
us — few  persons  are  more  severely  affected  by 
“hard  limes?’  than  We  are,  and  every  man  is  pre-  ' 
sunried  to  pursue  ins  own  interest.  We  predicted 
what  has  already  happened  and  that  which  is  about 
to  come  to  pass,  several  years  ago — and  reiterate 
our  conviction,  that  nothing  else  within  our  controul 
will  render  this  country  prosperous,  but  a well  de- 
vised system  of  laws  to  protect  domestic  industry 
and  secure  a home  market. 

(L^We  now  have  the  pleasure  to  present  our 
readers  with  Mr.  Baldwin’s  speech  on  the  bill  re- 
'ported  by  him,  as  chairman  of  the  committee  of 
manufactures,  to  provide  for  the  prompt  payment 
of  duties  on  certain  articles  imported— which 
ought  to  be  read  by  every  person  interested  on 
either  side  of  the  great  question  which  the  bill 
was  intended  to  bear  upon. 

The  history  of  our  laws  for  the  regulation  and 
protection  of  commerce,  with  Mr.  Baldwin’s  exhi- 
bition of  the  effects  of  a credit  for  duties,  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  practice  of  all  other  commercial  na- 
tions, are  exceedingly  important  and  will  cause 
many  who  have  talked  much  to  think  a little. 

He  has  most  severely  whipped,  “even  unto 
death,”  the  senseless  cry  of  “let  us  alonk,”  when- 
ever any  thing  is  proposed  to  be  done  for  domestic 
industry,  as  applied  to  manufactures;  by  shewing 
that  commerce^  the  favorite  child  of  government,  is 
the  creature  of  regidadon;  and  that  law  upon  law 
has  been  passed  directly  for  its  protection  against 
the  enterprise  of  foreigners.  Many  years  ago,  just 
after  the  Hartford  convention  was  dissolved  in  all 
its  glory that,  without  the  aid  of  government 
in  favor  of  our  shipping  interest,  we  might  soon 
have  Dutch  or  other  European  vessels  carrying  on 
our  coasting  trade — and  so  we  should  now,  except 
for  the  protection  afforded  to  American  bottoms. 
We  have  annexed  below  an  article  from  the  Rich- 
mond ^^Bnquirer”  about  ^det  us  alone,”  which  pre- 
sents a beautiful  contrast  with  the  facts  that  belong 
to  the  approved  policy  of  the  governm.ent,  in  re- 
spect  of  one  branch  of  tlie  national  industry— to 
which  we  wish  all  prosperity,  while  we  think  that 
it  has  not  an  exclusive  claim  to  our  support. 

We  heartily  recommend  the  speech  to  attention. 
Mr.  Baldwin,  before  he  took  the  floor,  appears  to 
have  done  what  many  speakers  in  congress  neglect 
to  do : that  is,  at  least  to  have  endeavored  to  under- 
stand  what  he  himself  meant  to  say  ! — and,  in  con- 
sequence, he  has  introduced  a great  body  of  facts 
in  a very  imposing  form,  and  argued  upon  them  in 
a masterly  manner,  so  that,  like  “bread  cast  upon 
the  waters,  they  will  be  found  after  many  days.*' 
But  our  readers  shall  see  what  was  said  in  opposi- 
tion to  them,  as  soon  as  we  receive  what  we  sup- 
pose to  be  the  ablest  reply  to  his  remarks. 

Just  after  the  three  bills  reported  by  the  commit- 

consequences  of  high  protecting  duties,  convince 
tlip  government  of  the  impolicy  of theni 
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Ice  of  manufactures  had  failed  in  congress — the 
auction  bill  in  consequence  of  the  senate’s  post- 
])onement  of  that  for  regulating  the  tariff*,  the  fol- 
lowing editorial  article  appeared  in  the  “Enquir- 
er.’' We  now  insert  it  as  well  for  a matter  of  re- 
cord, as  by  way  of  contrast  and  curiosity  : 

us  alone.  I'he  wliole  of  Mr.  Baldwin’s  brood 
has  finally  passed  to  “the  tomb  of  the  Capnlets.” 
'file  cash  dutij  bill  was  strangled  in  the  house  of 
representatives.  The  tariff'has  early  received  the 
eoup  de  grace  in  the  senate.  The  poor  auction  bill, 
after  itaving  been  bandied  about  the  representative 
chamber,  is  ultimately  kicked  out  of  doors.  Joy 
go  with  them ! A system  more  utterly  at  war 
with  the  clearest  principles  of  the  age,  better  calcu- 
lated to  tax  the  leading  interests  of  the  country 
for  the  beneht  of  a subordiiut^-j  and  privileged  or- 
der, and  to  place  two  classes  of  tlie  community  at 
the  feet  of  a third,  was  scarcely  ever  conceived  in 
the  dark  days  of  feudal  restriction.  Lei  ws  alone. 
Goveririnci'h  is  at  best  a rude,  unwieldly,  and  bung- 
ling machine;  it  is  “an  evil  though  a necessary 
evil;”  it  is  one  to  which  it  is  essential  to  set  limits, 
and  to  say  to  it,  “thus  far  shalt  thou  go,  and  no  far- 
ther.” Coniine  yourself  to  the  objects  for  which 
you  were  instituted;  assume  no  more  power  than 
is  necessary  to  these  objects;  and  invade  as  little  as 
possible  the  liberty  ot  the  people.  Let  conscience 
be  free;  leave  opinion  to  itself,  let  the  pursuits  of 
industry  be  as  free  as  passible.  Men  who  depart 
from  these  principles  are  enthusiasts  or  empirics. 
There  has  been  much  idle  talk  on  this  measure. 
A bounty  on  manufactures  would  not  have  relieved 
the  distresses  of  the  times,  'fhere  is  a vis  medicatrix 
in  a free  society  which  will  work  out  its  cure,  'f  he 
times  are  “out  of  joint”  ^but  leave  them  to  them- 
elves.  Let  us  not  die  of  the  doctor — but  leave  na- 
ture to  herself. 

“We  congratulate  our  fellow  citizens  on  the  de- 
struction of  the  tariff*  bill.  We  thank  the  senate 
for  the  early  and  manly  stand  which  they  have  taken 
against  it.  Let  ignorance,  let  disappointed  inte- 
rest, or  factious  ambition,  clamor  as  much  as  they 
will  at  the  catastrophe;  the  enlightened  friends  of 
the  country  will  thank  them  for  their  determina- 
tion. We  have  not  met  with  a single  citizen,  how- 
ever humble  or  however  high,  who  does  not  sin- 
cerely thank  tliem  for  their  vote!” 

(!yj^“Let  us  alone,”  indeed ! — Why,  it  Is  very  pro- 
bable,  at  this  time,  that  the  whole  profits  of  our 
commerce  do  not  amount  to  as  much  as  the  outlit 
and  pay  of  our  ministers  and  agents  sent  abroad  to 
guard  its  interests!  Certainly,  not  to  as  much  as 
the  support  of  tlie  squadron  kept  up  in  the  Medi- 
terranean, to  protect  it  against  the  Barbary  powers! 
But  it  is  not  our  design  just  now  to  complain  of 
these  things. 

Colony  o f free  blacks  in  Africa.  We  have  seen 
a great  many  papers  relative  to  the  colony  now 
forming  in  the  Sherbro  country,  on  the  coast  of  Af- 
rica, about  eighty  miles  south  of  Sierra  Leone,  un- 
der the  patronage  of  the  American  colonization  so- 
ciety, us  an  asylum  for  such  of  our  free  blacks  as 
are  willing  to  return  to  the  country  of  their  ances- 
tors. 

It  appears  highly  probable  that  a colony  will  be 
settled  by  which  the  happiness  of  such  emigrants 
may  be  eminently  promoted;  nay,  it  may  become 
a strong  and  powerful  settlement;  and,  so  far  as  it 
relieves  us  of  this  species  of  our  population,  it  may 
render  a political  good.  Yet  all  that  we  can  do 
in  this  way,  will  be  only  as  a drop  in  the  bucket; 
but  may  i'l.  not  be  a detriment  to  us,  by  chiefly 
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sending  away  the  most  considerate  and  enlighten- 
ed free  blacks,  whose  example  and  precept  is  so 
useful  to  their  less  inforined  or  less  virtuous 
brethren?  Every  feeling  of  my  heart  is  devoted  to 
the  object  of  ihe  colonization  society;  but  feeling 
convinced  that  their  eft*orts  will  amount  to  notliing, 
as  to  the  accomplishment  of  that  object — a relief  to 
the  U.  States  of  a persecuted  and  proscribed  peo- 
ple, held  in  durance  vile  by  the  hand  of  power,  or 
ke})t  at  an  awful  distance  by  the  force  of  prejudice 
on  account  of  their  color— and  to  whom  an  incor- 
poi  ation  into  the  body  of  our  society  seems  forever 
denied,  by  reason  of  that  prejudice,  wiiich  every 
man  feels  and  acts  upon — no  matter  how  high  his 
professions  of  philanthropy  and  so  forth.  The  great- 
est  [white]  friend  of  emancipation  that  we  have, 
would  be  unwilling  that  his  daughter  should  marry 
a black  man,  though  that  man  were  a “pattern  of 
piety,”  and  even  possessed  of  what  is  thought  much 
more  of — a plenty  of  money. 

About  80  persons  constitute  the  advance  of  this 
project — they  speak  in  fine  terms  of  the  kindness 
with  which  they  have  been  treated,  and  of  the 
country  which  has  been  selected  for  them,  &.c. 
All  that  was  hoped  for,  as  to  this  detachment, 
seems  about  to  be  realized;  and,  it  is  within  the 
scope  of  possibilities,  that  in  fifty  or  an  hundred 
years  hence,  tiiere  may  be  a large  nation  in  Africa, 
who  shall  look  up  to  the  United  States  as  their  pa- 
rent, benefactor  and  protector!  This  will  be  good, 
— the  work  will  be  approved  by  the  Being  who 
delights  in  the  happiness  of  his  creatures,  and  s» 
far  it  is  well;  but,  although  tlie  emigration  hence 
may  build  up  such  a nation,  it  will  have  no  sensible 
effect  on  the  amount  of  the  black  population  that  we 
have — whether  we  consider  our  slaves  as  articles 
of  domestic  traffic,  or  merely  as  men:  for  the  pro- 
duct of  commodities  is  much  regulated  by  the  de- 
mand, and  population  is  always  inclined  to  press 
upon  the  means-of  subsistence. 

Piracies.  Tliree  persons  have  Just  suffered  death 
at  Boston  for  piracy  and  murder,  committed  in  con- 
sequence of  their  having  joined  tlie  “patiiot”  ser- 
vice, and  several  others  are  just  taken  up  at  Nor- 
folk, Georgetown,  Charleston,  &c. — in  all  twenty 
or  thirty  men,  charged  with  similar  offences  from 
similar  causes!  Tlie  case  appears  to  be  as  follows: 

The  officers  of  the  brig  General  Rondeaxi,  under 
the  flag  of  Buenos  Ayres,  were  latlely  risen  upon 
by  the  crew,  who  murdered  some  of  them  and  sent 
the  rest  afloat  in  a boat,  about  twelve  miles  dis- 
tant from  the  island  of  Grenada.  New  officers  weie 
then  appointed,  who  shaped  the  brig’s  course  to 
the  United  States.  'I'hey  arrived  off  the  coast  of 
North  Carolina — when,  having  plundered  the  brig, 
they  scuttled  her  and  made  their  way  to  different 
parts  of  the  neighboring  country,  laden  with  their 
ill-gotten  wealth.  Various  suspicious  circumstances 
caused  their  arrest,  to  end  their  lives  on  the  gal- 
lows. It  appears  that  not  many  of  the  crew  of  the 
Gen.  Rondeau  were  Americans — most  were  Bri- 
tish subjects.  When  is  this  miserable  business — 
this  wretched  privateering-piracy,  which  so  much 
corrupts  the  moi’als  of  sea-faring  men  and  leadsr 
them  into  every  excess,  terminating  so  often  in 
murder  and  punishment  by  the  executioner,  to 
endr  The  “patriot”  service,  as  of  late  fitted  for  in 
some  ports  of  the  United  States,  is  a disgrace  to 
the  country,  but  unhappily  it  has  been  so  managed 
in  general  as  to  elude  our  laws  intendedfor  its  sup- 
pression. The  Gen.  Rondeau,  however,  it  should 
be  observed,  was  last  fitted  at  Buenos  Ayres. 

Since  writing  the  preceding,  w'e  have  die  follov-'- 
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‘ng  in  a Norfolk  paper  of  the  19th  inst.  “I'he 
Buenos  Ayrean  armed  brig  Wilson,  capt.  Wilson, 
cleared  at  Norfolk  on  yaturday  last  for  Margaretta. 
On  Wednesday  night  last,  while  she  was  lying  at 
anchor  in  the  bite  of  Craney  Island,  27  of  her  men 
got  ashore  by  some  means  or  otiier,  and  made  their 
escape;  the  remainder,  consisting  of  about  a half  do- 
zen, together  with  the  landlord  who  shipped  them, 
were  on  Friday  last  arrested  by  the  marshal  of  the 
U S.  for  this  district,  under  a warrant  from  Judge 
Tucker,  and  are  now  confined  here  in  prison. 

The  A’th  census  of  the  If.  S.  The  “National  Intel- 
iigencer”  contains  the  instructions,  forms  and  pa- 
pers furnished  to  the  marshals  of  the  United  States, 
in  pursuance  of  the  act  for  that  purpose,  and  publisii- 
eUinthe  present  volume  of  the  Uegistkh,  page  120. 
They  occupy  about  six  of  the  heavy  columns  of  the 
inteiligencer,  and  we  have  not  time  just  now  to 
offer  an  intelligible  abstract  of  them — but  shall 
do  it  next  week.  In  the  mean  time  it  may  be  well 
to  remark,  that  if  the  instructions  of  the  secretary 
of  state  are  complied  with,  we  shall  have  a body  of 
facts  of  incalculable  iinportance  to  act  upon,  and 
wliicb,  perhaps,  will  do  more  to  direct  an  enlighten- 
ed political  economy  tlian  any  set  of  documents 
fever  before  spread  upoi\  the  tables  of  congress,  or 
disseminated  among  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
We  have  only  to  exj^ress  our  hope,  that  the  mar- 
shals and  their  deputies  may  zealously  second  and 
support  the  project  for  obtaining  a correct  know- 
ledg'e  of  things  so  interesting  to  the  legislation  of 
a free  country,  as  will  be  furnished  by  a rigid  ad- 
herence to  these  institutionSi. 

Laru  cases.  It  is  witli  much  satisfaction  observed 
that  “Niles’ Register”  is  frequently  referred  to  by 
judges,  in  different  parts  of  the  United  States,  in 
giving  their  opinions  on  matters  coming  before 
them,  on  account  of  the  law  cases  preserved  in  it. 
We  have  many  very  important  opinion.s,  not  inte- 
resting only  to  gentlemen  of  the  bar'^but  to  the  pub- 
lic generally,  which  we  expect  to  present  to  our 
readers  during  the  present  recess  of  congress,  and 
as  soon  as  we  are  relieved  of  certain  documents  and 
speeches  laid  off  for  insertion. 


Prompt  payment  of  certain  Duties. 

Mil.  Baldwin’s  spjeech  in  sci’poht  of  the  bill  ke- 

rOllTED  BY  THE  COMMITTKE  OF  MANUFACTURES. 

In  commencing  its  operations,  our  g’overnment 
justly  deemed  it  of  great  importance  to  give  every 
facility  to  the  commerce  of  the  country.  There 
was  then  peace  in  Europe.  Commerce  was  princi- 
pally in  the  hands  of  two  nations,  whose  capital  was 
so  abundant  that,  in  Holland,  it  was  said  not  to  be  a 
bad  business  for  a merchant,  by  his  labors  and  the 
employment  of  his  money,  to  realize  six  per  cent. 
In  England,  an  unequivocal  evidence  of  the  extent 
of  unemployed  capital  was,  that  their  three  per 
cent,  stocks  were  in  the  market  at  93  per  centnmi 
It  was  no  part  of  the  policy  of  these  nations  to  give 
aids  to  comm  erce  by  affording  credits  at  their  cus- 
tom houses,  on  the  importation  of  goods;  it  was 
not  necessary.  In  this  country  the  case  was  differ- 
ent. The  period  which  immediately  succeeded 
the  revolution  was  one  of  unexampled  embarrass- 
ment, from  which  we  were  just  recovering  when 
the  new  government  was  organized.  There  was 
but  little  capital  in  tiie  country.  Its  commerce 
was  mostly  carried  on  by  foreigners,  whose  supe- 
rior capital  gave  them  great  advantages  in  their 
competition  with  our  citizens:  it  thus  "became  ne- 


cessary to  divert  trade  from  its  accustomed  chan- 
nels, by  every  possible  facility.  Imposts  were  the 
principal  source  of  revenue  - merchants  the  agents 
to  collect  it  from  the  people.  Credits  for  the  duties 
were  allowed  them,  not  only  to  give  time  to  col- 
lect from  consumers,  but  as  a n\eaas  of  increasing 
their  capital,  by  retaining  and  having  the  use  of 
the  money  until  their  bonds  became  due.  In  1789, 
the  credit  allosved  on  goods  from  the  West  Indies, 
was  four  months;  on  Madeira  wines,  twelve  months; 
on  all  other  goods,  six  months.  In  1790,  a credit 
was  given  on  teas  from  China  of  twelve  mouths. 
In  1795,  the  credit  on  goods  from  tlie  West  Indies 
was  altered  to  three  and  six  months;  from  Europe, 
to  eight,  ten  and  twelve  montlis.  In  1799,  a general 
system  was  adopted;  flora  the  West  Indies,  naif  iu 
three,  half  in  six  months;  salt,  nine  montlis;  wines, 
twelve  months;  from  Europe,  one  third  each  in 
eight,  ten  and  twelve  months;  other  than  fiorn 
Europe,  half  in  six,  and  one-fourth  each  in  niu6  and 
twelve  months;  teas  as  other  goods,  or  at  the  option 
of  the  importer,  to  be  deposited  and  bonds  giveu 
at  two  years,  and  to  be  sokl  for  the  duties  if  the 
bonds  were  not  duly  jiaid.  In  18 J5,  all  importa- 
tions from  the  eastern  coast  of  America,  north  of 
the  equator,  were  allowed  the  same  credits  as  those 
from  the  West  Indies.  In  1818,  the  credit  on  sticii 
importations  was  extended  to  six  and  nine  montlis; 
on  those  from  other  countries  than  Europe  and  the 
West  Indies,  (salt,  wines  and  teas,  excepted),  to 
eight,  ten  and  eighteen  months,  one  third  being 
payable  at  eacli  of  these  periods.  No  alteration 
has  since  been  made,  so  that  the  credits  now  are — ^ 
On  the  duties  on  importations  from  the  West  Indies 
and  north  of  the  equator,  (excepting.  Europe), 
half  in  six  and  half  in  nine  months. 

From  Europe,  one  third  in  eight,  one  third  in  ten, 
and  one  third  in  twelve  monthsi 
From  the  East  Indies,  one  third  in  eight,  one  third 
in  ten,  and  one  third  in  eigiiteea  months. 

Of  wines,  twelve  moiithsi 
Of  salt,  nine  months. 

Of  teas,  one  third  in  eight,  one  third  in  ten,  artd 
one  tail'd  in  twelve  months;  or,  if  deposited, 
twenty-four  months. 

While  our  commerce  was  slrugglingtQ  compete 
with  that  of  other  nations,  there  were  good  rea- 
sons for  allowing  libera]  credits  on  the  duties;  but 
when  the  French  revolution  threw  the  commerce 
of  the  world  into  our  hands,  when  the  capital  of 
foreigners  was  employed  by  our  meicliants,  tlie 
use  of  it  being' amply  compensated  by  the  protec-^ 
tion  of  our  flag,  there  would  seem  to  iiave  been  no 
.very  powerful  reasons  for  taxing  consumers  to 
create  or  enlarge  the  capital  of  mercliants — for 
such  is  the  immediate  effect  of  custom  house  cre- 
dits. It  is  understood  to  be  the  custom  of  mer- 
chants to  calculate  their  profits  on  the  aggregate 
cost  of  goods,  including  clt.arges  and  duties.  3 he 
amount  of  duties  is,  in  effect,  a loan  from  the  go- 
vernment to  the  merchant,  without  interest,  which 
becomes  a part  of  his  capital,  and  is  as  productive 
as  the  money  he  has  actually  remitted  in  payment 
for  his  goods.  It  would  seem,  then,  to  lie  as  reason- 
able that  he  should  furnish  this,  as  chat  he  should 
furnish  the  other  portion  of  his  capital.  When  the 
credit  on  the  duties  exceeds  that  allowed  on  sales 
to  retailers,  it  aff'oMs  to  the  importer  the  fui-ther 
advantage  of  the  active  use  or  the  money  whicli 
has  been  drawn  from  those  who  really  pay  the  du- 
ties. 

It  would  have  seemed  m.ore  consistent  with  ge- 
neral principles,  if,  in  the  infancy  and  during  the 
h.ard  struggle  of  our  commerce,  libel'ifi  creuiis  had 
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been  ^^iven,  and  they  had  been  j^radually  dimiiiish- 
ed  at  there  was  less  occasion  for  them.  1 he  re- 
verse, however,  has  been  our  policy.  'I'hough, 
during- the  period  of  short  credits,  our  commerce 
^vas  constantly  and  rapidly  increasing;  and,  not  con- 
tent with  a fair  division  with  other  nations,  was  at- 
taining a monopoly;  yet  the  credits  were  extended 
in  pi'oportion  as  tlie  real  necessity  for  them  dimi- 
liished.  Even  so  late  as  1818,  wdien  our  East  India 
merchants  had  acquired  vast  wealth,  abundant 
capital,  and  were  without  foreign  competition, 
their  credits  were  in  part  extended  to  eighteen 
months; — a longer  period,  I will  venture  to  say, 
than  they  give  their  customers.  The  consequence 
ol  this  system  is,  that,  by  selling  at  auction  for  cash, 
or  on  short  credit  for  notes  which  can  be  discount 
ed  at  bank,  the  amount  of  duties  thus  loaned,  may 
be  invested  in  a new  voyage.  Generally  one,  and 
often  two  adventures,  may  be  completed  before  the 
duties  on  the  first  are  due. 

We  have  lately  heard  much  of  the  favorite  com- 
mercial maxim,  “Let  us  alone;  let  trade  regulate 
itself.”  I'he  practical  application  of  this  .naixim 
is  developed  by  this  custom  house  system.  Our 
legisiatiou  upon  this  subject  has  been  uniformly 
progressive.  Regulation  has  indeed  followed  re- 
gulation; but  it  has  been  to  give  additional  facilities 
to  commerce.  Ihe  credits  at  the  custom  house 
l-.ave  been  often  altered;  but,  in  every  case,  they 
liave  been  increased,  Cur  statute  book  does  not 
contain  a solitary  instance  of  a credit  diminished. 
This  system,  liaving  been  coeval  with  our  govern- 
ment, followed  up  by  a uniform  series  of  acts  for 
lluUy  years,  is  now  viewed  as  the  natural  and  es- 
labiished  order  of  tilings;  as  a matter  of  rigiit,  not 
of  favor.  Extending  the  credit  means,  “let  us 
alone;”  to  reduce  it  to  the  old  terms,  is  to  destroy 
•the  commerce  of  the  country.  It  is  worth  wliile 
to  look  at  the  practical  illustration  of  this  rule  in 
tiie  act  of  1818,  the  last  law  on  the  subject,  passed 
on  the  iastd^y  of  the  session.  'I'he  Eastindia  cre- 
dits w ere  extended  to  eighteen  months,  in  the  last 
line  of  the  last  clause  in  the  last  section  of  a bill 
for  the  deposits  of  ivines  and  spirits^  and  for  other 
purposes.  It  might  be  well  to  enquire  into  the 
evidence  on  vvhich  this  measure  was  reported.  It 
is  at  least  to  be  hope  ! that,  from  w’hatever  other 
quarter  it  may  come,  the  doctrine  of  “letting  things 
regulate  themselves,”  will  not  again  be  heard  from 
those  who  owe  so  much  to  regulation. 

In  speaking  thus  plainly  of  these  credits,  I must 
not  be  understood  as  objecting  so  much  to  their 
expediency  at  the  time  of  their  adoption,  as  to 
their  being  continued  and  enlarged  after  the  rea- 
sons for  which  they  were  granted  have  ceased,  and 
when  tbeir  effects  have  become  injurious  to  all 
parts  of  the  country,  They  were  granted  for  the 
benefit  of  American  commerce  and  as  facilities  to 
American  merchants;  but  they  now  operate  to  the 
destruction  of  the  one  and  the  impoverishment  of 
the  ovlier.  From  a careful  examination  of  the  week- 
ly abstacts  of  merchandise  entered  at  the  custom 
house  in  New-York,  in  the  year  1819,  it  appears 
that  there  were  entered  32,958  packages  of  dry 
goods,  of  which  24,659  were  on  foreign,  and  8,299 
only  on  American  account.  Thus,  in  the  proud  em- 
pomim  of  our  commerce,  where  capital  is  abundant, 
and  in  vain  seeking  profitable  employment,  three 
fourths  of  the  iinjiortations  appear  to  be  on  foreign 
account,  the  sales  of  which,  for  the  most  part,  are 
by  auction.  This  is  no  forced,  but  the  plain  and  evi- 
dent effect  of  obvious  causes.  The  nations  of  Eu- 
rope, to  whom  England  allied  herself,  and  whom 
she  subsidized  to  destroy  the  continental  system  of 


Bonaparte,  having  accomplished  the  object  of  put' 
ting  down  its  author,  retained  or  re-adopted  the 
system  itself.  'I  hat  nation  who  fought  the  common 
battles  of  herself  and  other  nations,  and  who  paid 
them  for  fighting  for  themselves,  now  finds  her 
manufactures  mostly  excluded  from  the  continent. 
Her  merchants  and  manufacturers  seeking  rather 
for  some  market  than  for  a good  one.  Few  nations 
will  buy  from  them  at  all;  none  but  this  w ill  furnish 
them  with  a capital  without  interest  on  a long  credit. 
Other  nations  regulate  this  matter;  they  require 
prompt  payment  of  duties,  or  deposite  of  goods- 
VVe  leave  things  to  regulate  themselves,  and  allow 
foreigners  to  avail  themselves  of  three  fourths  of 
the  benefits  of  our  credits.  Depressed  at  heme  for 
the  wjnt  of  a market  as  well  as  of  capital,  they  ea- 
gerly look  to  us  as  affording  both.  During  the 
wars  in  Europe,  they  could  not  improve  these  facili- 
ties; but  now  they  hold  out  inducements  and  offer 
temptations  which  will  lead  to  a great  increase  and 
a final  monopoly  of  our  trade  in  their  hands.  An 
ordinary  trading-  voyage  to  England  may  be  com- 
pleted, the  goods  sold  by  means  of  auctions,  notes 
discounted,  and  the  proceeds  ready  to  be  remitted 
back  in  four  months.  By  the  Liverpool  packets 
much  less  time  will  suffice.  But,  allowing  three 
operations  in  a year,  I find  that  our  custom  house 
credits  on  cottons  and  vvoollens  will  double  tlie 
capital  employed  the  first  year,  and  increase  135 
per  centum  at  the  end  of  the  second  year.  In 
this  mode,  a loan,  perpetual  and  inc easing  in  a 
steady  ratio,  is  u.ade  by  our  govermnent  to  the  fo- 
reign merchant;  wdio,  while  he  thus  obtains  it, 
without  interest,  is  enabled  to  continue  his  opera- 
tions— and  while  he  can  avoid  the  notary,  he  looks 
more  to  his  credit  than  to  his  pyofits,  and  will  con- 
tinue his  business  thongk  iKmay  be  a losing  one. 
What  to  the  American  merchant  would  be  a losing 
is  to  him  a gainful  trade.  The  American  importer 
becomes  a mere  caterer  to  the  foreign  manufactu- 
rer. The  orders  sent  out  by  him  indicate  the  quan- 
tity, kind,  and  quality  of  g-oods  required  at  our 
diiferent  ports — The  manufacturer  thus  advised  of 
the  demand,  sends  similar  articles  to  the  same  mar- 
ket. If,  after  deducting  charges,  he  can  receive  in 
New-York  the  price  at  his  manufactory,  he  has  the. 
usual  profit  and  an  incease  to  his  capital  by  the 
custom  house  credits.  The  American  merchant 
pays  the  manufacturer  his  price  in  England,  and 
must  sell  here  at  an  advance,  or  decline  business. 
It  is,  therefore,  not  a matter  of  surprise  that  so 
large  a proportion  of  importations  should  be  on 
foreign  account,  but  rather  that  there  should  be 
any  other. 

This  at  once  accounts  for  the  cries  of  distress 
which  assail  us  from  the  commercial  cities,  implor- 
ing us  to  abolish  credits  on  imports,  and  impose 
heavy  duties  on  auction  sales.  The  operation 
these  two  causes  on  all  the  great  interests  of  the 
country,  shews  their  intimate  connection,  their 
mutual  dependence.  I hope  all  will  unite  in  afford- 
ing a remedy,  It  will  be  truly  unexpected  if  gen- 
tlemen shall  be  found  willing  to  have  the  revenue, 
commerce  and  agriculture  abandoned  to  their  fate, 
because  the  only  measure  which  can  save  them  will 
likewise  benefit  manufactures.  The  occasion  is  now 
fairly  presented  to  the  house.  This  bill  has  been 
called  for  from  the  sea-ports.  It  has  been  report- 
ed, published  in  the  counting  rooms  of  merchants 
for  three  months,  and  not  a solitary  petition  against 
it  from  individuals  has  been  presented.  Called  for 
by  all,  and  [ may  almost  say  opposed  by  no  part  of 
the  country,  necessary  to  correct  existing,  not  fan- 
cied evils, — evils  which  arc  felt  and  threaten  to  be 
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greater  in  future,  I cannot  but  feel  some  confidence 
that  even  the  opponents  of  the  tariff  will  be  in  fa- 
vor of  this  bill.  For  the  revenue  it  is  almost  indis- 
pensable, as  well  for  security  as  for  convenience. 
On  the  first  of  January  of  the  present  year,  the 
amount  of  revenue  bonds  actually  in  suit,  exceed- 
ed three  million  of  dollars.  On  the  first  of  this 
month  (April)  it  was  considerably  increased — say 
to  3,1^0,000  dollars.  On  the  first  of  January,  1819, 
it  wnis  only  1,740,000  dollars. 

That  the  incease  of  custom  house  delinquencies 
has  kept  pace  with  the  increase  of  importations  on 
foreign  account,  is  not  only  apparent  from  the  na- 
ture of  the  case,  but  from  this  document,^  which 
in  itself  contains  the  most  conclusive  evidence  of 
the  fact.  Salem,  one  of  our  proudest  commercial 
towns,  owns  one  fourth  of  the  East  India  shipping 
of  the  United  States.  The  longest  credits  are  on 
East  India  goods;  and  the  security  for  the  duties  is 
most  liable  to  be  impaired  by  the  casualties  of 
trade.  Salem  has,  probably,  a greater  amount  of 
-commerce,  in  proportion  to  its  population,  than 
any  other  town  in  the  union;  but  it  is  prosecuted 
on  American  account.  The  bonds  in  suit  there,  at 
the  last  returns,  amounted  only  to  4,366  dollars. 
In  Boston  the  amount  was  174,000  dollars;  in  New- 
York,  844,000;  Philadelphia,  471,000;  Baltimore, 
445,000;  Norfolk,  251,000;  Charleston,  210,000; 
Savannah,  251,000.  These  are,  as  to  revenue,  the 
effects  of  a change  of  the  imports  of  the  coun- 
try to  foreigners.  American  merchants  are  idle — 
they  offer  to  loan  you  their  money  at  5 per  centum, 
on  a long  loan.  They  are  fixed  in  the  country; 
their  property  and  character  are  security  for  the 
payment  of  duties  due  from  them.  It  is  not  so 
with  the  transient  foreigner.  His  cargo  gives  him 
credit,  and  makes  him  a good  man  at  the  custom 
house.  One  is  surety  for  another.  7 hey  sell  their 
goods  at  auction  and  go  off,  and  leave  their  bonds 
unpaid.  The  money  is  lost  to  the  treasury,  but  is 
taken  from  the  pockets  of  our  citizens,  i'ijus 
this  credit  system  tends  strongly  to  the  exhaustion 
of  our  resources,  to  the  oppression  of  pur  own 
and  the  encouragement  of  foreigm  industry  . When, 
in  addition  to  these  credits,  the  importations  of  fo- 
reigners are  sold  by  auctioneers  and  one  man  does 
the  business  of  one  hundred,  we  have  pnly  to  cal- 
culate tlye  effects  on  the  merchant,  the  mechanic, 
all  the  inhabitants  of  a sea-port,  and  the  farmers  of 
the  surfpunding  country;  one  hundred  hpuses,  one 
hundred  stores  unoccupied;  one  hundred  sets  of 
clerks  and  servants  unemployed;  one  hundred  fa- 
milies less  to  feed  and  clothe,  to  pay  general  and 
local  taxes,  to  contribute  to  tl>e  support  of  the  go- 
vernment and  the  defence  of  the  country.  To  this 
list,  and  to  embrace  all  classes  of  society,  I hope  I 
may  add  the  manufacturer,  in  whose  favor  import 
duties  cease  to  be  discriminating,  the  credit  having 
the  effect  of  a positive  bounty  on  the  importation 
of  foi'eign  fabrics.  The  credit,  averaging  twelve 
months,  is  equal  to  six  per  centum  to  the  needy 
foreign  manufacturer,  who,  in  hope  of  better  times, 
is  willing  to  keep  up  his  credit  at  any  loss.  Tlie 
loan  thus  obtained  may  be  worth  the  whole  amount 
of  duties,  the  highest  rate  of  which  is  but  30  per 
centum,  say  2^  per  cent,  a month — a rate  of  interest 
not  unheard  of  in  times  of  commercial  embarrass- 
ment, even  in  this  country. 

To  guard  against  these  general  and  increasing 
evils,  and  to  combine  as  much  as  possible  the  pro- 
tection of  all  the  great  interests  of  the  country,  the 

*An  official  return  of  the  amount  in  suit  in  the 
different  ports  of  the  United  States. 


bill  proposes  to  allow  on  drugs,  dye  stuffs,  and 
what  are  generally  called  groceries,  except  v/ines 
and  ardent  spirits,  a credit  of  three  and  six  months; 
on  teas,  three,  six  and  nine  months;  ma.nufactured 
articles  to  pay  the  duties  on  their  arrival,  or  to  be 
deposited  in  ware-houses  for  six  montlis,  and  then 
to  be  sold  by  auction  if  the  duties  are  not  paid. 
Though  all  the  petitions  on  the  subject,  and  tlic 
house  will  remark  that  most  of  them  are  from  mer- 
chants, prayed  for  an  indiscriminate  abolition  o-f 
credits,  the  committee  apprehended  that  tliis  would 
cause  a chang'e  in  the  commerce  of  the  country 
which,  in  its  present  depressed  state,  it  could  not 
bear.  Strange  as  it  may  seem,  and  little  as  I well 
know  they  will  be  credited  even  for  the  existenc  e 
of  the  motive,  the  committee  of  manufactures  did 
anxiously  desire,  and  took  great  pains  to  shape  this 
bill  so  as  to  answer  all  the  common  objects,  and  yet 
save  the  merchants  from  the  ill  effects  of  granting 
the  entire  prayer  of  their  own  petitions.  Had  we 
done  that  we  should  have  been  justly  exposed  to 
the  imputation  of  attending  to  only  one,  and  not 
considering  the  other  matters  referred  to  us  by  tin* 
house.  7’he  West  India  trade  was  in  the  hands  of 
American  merchants — did  not  operate  injuriously 
to  the  principal  manufactures — we  did  not  mean  to 
touch  these  credits;  and  I think,  by  sound  construc- 
tion of  the  law,  we  do  not.  This  requires  expla- 
nation : In  1799,  these  credits  were  enlarged  from 
four  to  three  and  six  months.  In  1805,  the  impr  r- 
tations  from  countries  north  of  the  equator^  on  the 
eastern  coast  of  Amenca  and  the  islands  adjacent, 
were  allowed  the  same  credit  as  importations  from 
the  West  Indies— thus  making  two  distinct  descrip- 
tions of  places,  pr  countries,  the  one  not  including 
the  ptber.  In  the  famous  l^w  of  1818,  the  credits 
on  importations  frorp  north  of  the  equator,  (using 
the  same  words  as  the  Jaw  of  1805,)  were  extended 
to  six  and  nine  months.  The  construction  given 
to  this  act  at  the  custom  houses,  has  been  that  it 
extends  to  the  West  India  credits.  Believing  thi.s 
to  be  erroneous,  and  that  neither  the  intention  nor 
the  words  of  the  act  will  embrace  tl)e  case,  we  feel 
satisfied  that  they  remained  as  fixed  in  1799.  If 
we  are  mistaken,  it  at  least  shews  the  necessity  of 
watching  provisions  of  this  kind,  which  have  an 
important  bearing  on  the  revenue,  and  the  im- 
propriety of  inserting  them  in  laws  the  title  of 
which  would  not  lead  the  house  on  the  last  day  of  a 
session,  to  examine  all  its  details.  Out  he  impor- 
tation of  g^oods  imported  from  the  East  Indies,  it 
has  not  been  thought  necessary  to  give  a longer 
credit  than  on  the  same  when  imported  from  the 
West  Indies;  our  views  having  a reference  rather 
to  the  articles  imported  than  to  the  place  whenee 
derived. 

No  good  reasons  presented  themselves  for  giving 
facilities  to  importations  from  countries  with  which 
our  trade  was  a losing  one,  and  which  afforded  no 
marketfor  our  produce.  It  appears  that  in  the  years 
1817  and  1818  our  exports  to  Cliina  alone  amounted 
to  7,240,000  dollars;  of  which  5,600,000  dollars  were 
in  specie;  1,512,000  dollars  in  foreign,  and  onl}^ 
74,896  dollars  in  American  produce.  The  exports 
of  products  to  Asia  were,  American  61,000  dollars; 
foreign  511,000  dollars;  amount  of  specie  not 
known.  In  1818  and  1819,  the  remount  of  specie 
exported  to  China  exceeded  ^7,000,000.  Desirpu.s 
not  to  bear  too  hard  upon  and  unwilling  to  encou- 
rage this  trade,  the  credits  were  reduced  to  such  a 
term  that  a new  voyage  could  not  be  completed  on 
the  capital  furnished  by  the  duties  on  a former 
one.  This  was  caimied  on  mostly,  if  not  wholly,  by 
men  of  great  wCvaith,  ^ho  could  require  no  iacili- 
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ties,  except  in  regard  to  importation;  and  these,  it 
is  believed,  are  liderally  provided  for  by  the  third 
section  of  this  bill.  But  there  were  imperious  rea- 
sons for  abolishing  the  credits  on  manufactured 
goods,  especially  from  Europe.  The  security  of 
the  revenue,  the  protection  of  American  commerce 
and  industry,  seemed  to  concur  in  demanding  such 
a cliange  in  the  system,  that  the  goods  should  not 
tome  into  the  market  till  the  duties  were  paid.  It 
w as  much  wished  to  discriminate  between  impor- 
tations on  foreign  and  domestic  account;  but  the 
objection  seems  to  be  insuperable  against  refusing 
to  the  foreigner  a right  to  deposite  on  the  same 
credits  we  were  willing  to  allow  to  our  own  mer- 
chants. A refusal  in  the  first  case  would  have  de- 
stroyedthe  little  that  remains  to  us  of  the  carrying 
trade  in  Europe.  France  and  England  allow  us  to 
deposite  all  articles,  even  those  which  are  not  ad- 
mitted to  entry,  until  an  eligible  market  can  be 
found.  They  would  refuse  to  us  what  we  denied 
to  their  subjects.  In  the  otliercase,  a refusal  would 
violate  our  convention  with  England;  for,  though 
the  rates  of  duty  would  be  nominally  the  same,  yet 
the  difference  in  time  would  make  a difference  in 
effect.  I consider  that  convention  so  important  and 
beneficial  to  the  commerce  of  this  country,  that, 
from  interest  alone,  w'e  ought  to  observe  it  with 
the  most  scrupulous  good  faith,  as  a means  of  pre- 
serving our  navigation.  Without  it  you  would  be 
called  on  for  protection,  as  you  now  are  in  relation 
to  France.  'I’hough  it  is  now  not  only  presump- 
tuous but  almost  criminal,  for  western  men  to  inter- 
fere in  the  regulation  of  commerce,  I beg  those  in 
that  interest  to  reflect  what  would  be  the  state  of 
Hheir  trade  with  England,  if,  as  in  the  case  of  that 
with  France,  it  had  been  left  to  ‘Wegulate  itself.^” 
I speak  it  with  pride,  it  was  not  only  regulated,  but 
saved  by  western  men. 

A very  obvious  defect  in  our  present  system  of 
credits  is,  that  it  makes  no  difference  between  im- 
portations for  home  consumption  and  for  re-expor- 
tation. In  reducing  the  credit  on  .some,  and  abo- 
lishing it  on  others,  the  committee  foresaw  that 
their  plan  would  operate  severely  on  that  kind  of 
commerce  which  they  thought  deserving  of  protec- 
tion and  of  every  facility,  unless  a discrimination 
was  made.  The  bill  provides  for  that  in  a manner 
which  will  elfectually  repel  every  imputation  of 
hostility  to  commerce.  It  leaves  it  to  the  option  of 
the  importer  to  avail  himself  of  tlie  present  system 
of  drawbacks,  by  giving  his  bond  for  the  duties  and 
taking  the  debenture  on  exportation;  or  to  declare 
liis  intention  at  the  time  of  entry,  giving  his  bond 
witli  security,  to  export  and  not  re-land  the  goods; 

. or,  in  lieu  of  such  surety,  to  deposite  them  in  a 
V areliouse.  [I'lie  time  of  exportation  is  left  blank 
in  the  form  of  the  bond.]  No  bond  for  the  duties  is 
required.'"  It  is  only  for  his  integrity,  that  the  re- 
venue may  not  be  defrauded.  He  may  deposite  and 
take  tliree  months  within  which  to  make  his  elec- 
tion whether  to  try  the  domestic  or  a foreign  mar- 
ket, without  making  a declaration  of  his  intention 
to  export.  The  section  in  relation  tp  deposites 
contains  substantially  the  same  provisions  as  are  in 
tiie  existing  laws  res])ccting  the  deposite  of  teas — 
varied  only  so  as  best  to  connect  the  convenience 
ol'  the  merchant  with  the  security  of  the  revenue. 
On  examining  it,  the  house  will  perceive  that,  in 
the  whole,  it  leaves  the  credits  substantially  as 
they  were  in  1790;  tliat  it  is  not  so  much  an  altera- 
tipn  as  a restoration  of  the  old  system.  The  changes 
which  liave  been  made  are  indispensable.  Tlie 
credit  on  manufactured  goods  tends  so  strongly  to 
do  away  all  discrimination  in  our  present  tarilF,  be- 


' tween  imported  and  domestic  articles,  that  efficient 
encouragement  cannot  be  given  without  abolishing 
them.  We  have  used  our  endeavors  to  do  it  in 
the  manner  least  injurious  to  commerce. 

It  is  not  without  much  surprise  that  I have  heard 
the  various  objections  to  this  bill.  Not  that  an 
alarm  should  have  been  raised  about  revenue,  com- 
merce and  smuggling;  these  are  always  expected, 
when  any  measure  is  proposed  whicli  tends  to  the 
benefit  of  manufactures.  It  is  a matter  of  course  to 
hear  them.  Local  and  pei-sonal  reflections  have 
been  made  on  the  committee  who  have  reported 
it.  Gentlemen  seem  to  forget  that  a majority  of 
that  committee  represent  commercial  places,  and 
ought  to  be  as  much  alive  to  their  interest  as  those 
who  represent  districts  whicli  have  no  commerce, 
and  who  seem  so  much  alarmed  about  the  injury 
with  which  this  bill  threatens  it.  It  is  strange  that 
merchants  are  not  only  easy  on  this  subject,  but  de- 
sirous of  its  adoption;  tliat  it  has  been  reported  on 
their  petitions^  and  by  their  immediate  representa- 
tives. But  it  seems  that  they  do  not  know  their 
own  interest;  that  their  friends  and  new  allies,  in 
the  fervor  of  their  zeal  and  friendship,  must  take 
them  under  their  guardianship.  I think  I can  duly 
appreciate  the  reason.  It  is  not  because  they  are 
so  friendly  to  commerce,  but  unfriendly  to  manufac- 
tuves.  This  bill  combines,  with  the  other  objects, 
the  protection  of  this  great  interest;  and  hence 
arises  their  great  hostility  to  it.  I am  not  insensible 
of  the  impression  made  in  the  house  by  the  power- 
ful opposition  it  has  met  with,  and  that  I am  put  on 
the  defensive.  You  must  allow  me  to  answer  the 
objections,  to  have  it  understood.  The  committee 
are  charged  with  attempting  to  destroy  the  settled 
system  of  commerce  which  has  been  so  long  in 
operation,  and  under  which  this  country  has  attain- 
ed to  its  present  greatness;  and  gentlemen  speak  of 
those  long  credits  as  coeval  with  the  government, 
when  they  well  know  they  have  been  the  work  of 
later  days.  It  is  at  any  rate,'  a singular  obj  ection  that 
the  committee  of  manufixetures,  in  framing  this  bill, 
are  charged  with  having  consulted  the  interests  of 
the  wealthy  merchants.  This,  from  capitalists,  is, 
certainly  unexpected.  They  mustbe  hard  to  please, 
when  their  great  opposition  to  this  measure  arises 
from  its  tendency  to  promote  their  interest.  If  this 
is  true,  it  ought  to  please  all.  The  small  deal- 
ers  do  not  complain — they  are  satisfied,  nay  desir- 
ous of  its  adoption;  chambers  of  commerce  and 
East  India  merchants  are  its  only  opponents — and 
that,  because  it  does  too  much  for  them.  They 
must  excuse  me,  if  I attribute  their  opposition 
to,  a much  less  disinterested  motive.  The  craft  is 
in  danger,  the  charm  is  about  to  be  dispelled  by 
which  the  people  and  government  of  this  country 
have  been  led  to  believe  that  foreign  importations 
are  the  source  of  revenue  and  wealth.  The  trea- 
sury is  empty,  the  people  are  impoverished;  the 
cause  is  seen  and  felt  to  be  the  prostration  of  na- 
tional industry,  the  encouragement  of  foreign. 
This  objection  was  not  urged  by  the  same  gentle- 
man a few  days  ago,  when  you  made  a total  and 
complete  change  of  the  system  for  the  sale  of  the 
public  lands.  It  had  been  tried  for  twenty  years, 
had  never  been  changed  or  altered,  and  was  attend- 
ed with  no  inconvenience — not  a cent  had  been  or 
could  be  lost.  You  had  profited  by  it — had,  by  for- 
feitures, made  a clear  profit  of  400,000  dollars. 
There  was  not  a petition  in  favor  of  its  abolition. 
But  these  were  fancied  evils;  you  apprehended 
danger,  you  thoi^ht  acliange  would  be  useful,  and 
by  almost  an  unanimous  vote,  have  passed  a law  by 
which  a poor  man,  desirous  of  securing  to  himself 
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and  family  the  means  of  support,  must  pay  all  cash 
for  his  title  to  eighty  acres  of  land.  Now  we  find 
the  advocates  of  tills  measure  so  wonderfully  at- 
tached to  the  system  of  impost  and  enormous  cre- 
dits, that  they  will  not  consent  to  even  reduce  them; 
and,  while  they  affect  so  much  fear  for  agriculture, 
commerce  and  revenue,  are  willing  to  permit  the 
foreign  merchant  to  have  his  twelve  and  eighteen 
months  credit  on  his  cargo  of  half  a million  of  ma- 
nufactured goods,  the  poor  farmer  must  pay  cash 
for  his  land - the  foreigner  may  not  only  have  a 
credit  on  his  goods  without  interest,  but  be  allowed 
to  double  his  capital  by  the  loan  thus  obtained  from 
our  own  citizens  You  see  by  this  system  that 
one  fifth  of  your  revenue  is  at  this  moment  in  suit. 
You  know  that  the  greatest  portion  of  delinquen- 
cies is  by  foreigners;  that  much  of  it  will  be  lost, 
that  the  duties  are  taken  from  the  pockets  of  the. 
consumer,  which  do  not  and  never  will  go  into  the 
public  treasury,  but  to  foreign  countries;  tliat  this 
evil  is  increasing  most  rapidly,  that  the  amount  in 
suit  has  doubled  in  the  last  year,  and  is  at  this  mo- 
ment greater  than  ever.  You  must  borrow  money 
to  make  up  the  deficiency  thus  caused,  and  yet  lis- 
ten to  the  cry  of  “you  will  destroy  the  revenue” — 
you  are  attacking  ancient  and  venerable  s}?^stems 
Trace  these  credits  tiirough  your  laws,  and  you  will 
find  that  this  bill  is  in  substance  coming  back  to  the 
old  system  of  1790 — that  it  only  does  away  innova- 
tions of  later  years.  Much  is  said  about  the  small 
losses  in  the  revenue  for  thirty  years;  this  only 
proves  that  the  bonds  of  our  merchants  are  good — 
but  will  any  one  say  that  tjieir  bond  is  better  or  safer 
than  their  money?  But,  tho*  the  bonds  of  the  Ame- 
rican merchant  are  safe,  you  have  here  official  evi- 
dence that  those  of  foreigners  are  not.  Suits  in- 
crease with  foreign  importations,  and  you  must  not 
be  surprised  if  the  losses  of  the  last  two  years  are 
more  than  all  the  preceding  ones.  Fancied  evils 
made  you  take  away  the  credit  on  the  public  lands, 
but  realized. ones  do  not  induce  you  to  reduce  them 
on  importations.  Commerce  is,  it  seems,  in  dan- 
ger—yet  it  is  well  known  that  th.ese  credits  have 
been  the  means  of  throwing  it  into  the  hands  of 
foreigners.  Ask  the  Americaji  merchant  if  this  bill 
will  injure  him — the  merchant,  the  houseowner  of 
the  seaport,  who  suffers  by  long  credits  and  auction  ’ 
sales.  Let  the  rate  of  rents,  the  price  of  labor, 
the  unemployed  houses,  stores,  clerks,  laborers  and 
shipping,  answer.  We  have  been  told  that  if  fo- 
reign importations  do  not  give  employment  to  la- 
bor, value  to  propert)",  and  markets  for  matei’y^^ 
and  provisions  here,  thty  do  in  some  other  c'^'-'d'ries. 
Here  I understand  the  gentleman  wh'"  made 
this  remark,  and  thus  points  oult’^'^  difference  be 
tween  his  principles  and  I do  not  profess 

those  broad  and  compi-ehensive  principles  of  phi- 
lanthropy, which  enable  me  to  look  unmoved  at  the 
general  disti’css  which  pervades  our  whole  country, 
and  find  consolation  in  the  reflection  that,  tlio’  our 
policy  destroys  the  industry  and  prospects  of  our 
own,  It  encourages  that  of  other  nations.  We  are 
sent  here  to  legirdate  for  our  own  citizens — their 
interest  should  be  our  peculiar  care;  let  others  take 
care  of  tlK-mselves:  their  legislators  do  not  leave 
things  to  regulate  themselves.  ¥7hen  they  are  cal- 
led on  for  protection  to  any  of  their  great  interests 
— other  governments  do  not  say,  if  you  have  no  em- 
ployment here,  if  your  manufactures  are  abandon- 
ed, your  sea  ports  depopulated,  your  farmers  wdl'i- 
out'markets  and  your  revenue  in  suit — it better 
somewhere  else.  No  member  of  this  can  be 

ignorant  of  the  fact,  that  our  corc=-'’f  ^’^e  is  ra|j!(il\ 
declining,  and  by  means  of  the?^  credits:  the  friends 


of  the  mercantile  interest  are  certainly  liberal  in  the 
extreme  in  insisting  on  their  continuance,  when 
not  a nation  in  the  civilized  world  gives  a credit 
but  ours.  Is  it  .sound  policy  thus  to  impart  to  others 
benefits  ruinous  to  Ourselves,  when  there  is  no  re- 
ciprocity 

It  has  been  said  that  other  governments  encourage 
importations,  and  that  this  bill  contains  less  liberal 
principles  than  their  codes.  The  commercial  expe- 
rience of  the  gentleman  has  taught  him  better — he 
must  think  us  strangely  ignorant  of  their  regulations, 
not  to  know  the  total  incorrectness  of  the  remark.  He 
knows  it,  that  all  other  nations  discourage  importa- 
tions for  home  consumption — they  encourage  them 
for  deposite  as  auxiliary  to  the  carrying  trade.  We 
afford  the  solitary  exception  of  the  reverse;  not  a 
prohibited  article  in  our  tariffi  no  discrimination  be- 
tween iraportsforconsumption  or  export,  exceptthe 
drawback  of  duties  This  bill  makes  it — it  gives  faci- 
lities for  export  which  were  never  offered  before;  it 
will  aid  American  commerce  which  is  worth  pur- 
suing; it  will  take  it  from  foreigners  who  now  almost 
monopolise  it.  I am  not  tenacious  of  the  details  of 
tins  bill;  the  great  object  is  the  reduction  of  the 
credits  on  manufactured  goods — if  too  much  is  ask- 
ed, let  gentlemen  say  what  will  suit  their  ideas. 
Vvhll  they  agree  to  any  modifications,  will  they  give 
up  a little,  or  do  they  insist  on  rfitaining  the  whole 
— willing  that  commerce  may  be  destroyed  if  ma- 
nufacturers are  not  benefited.  It  would  have 
much  better  suited  my  ideas,  if  we  had  endeavored 
so  to  modify  the  bill  as  to  answer  our  common  ob- 
jects. But  it  seems  that  we  have  been  mistaken 
in  our  expectations  of  conciliation;  nothing  wdll 
satisfy  the  gentlemen  but  by  striking  out  th®  first 
section;  the  total  defeat  of  the  bill — there  must  be 
no  modification,  no  alteration,  no  reduction  of  cre- 
dits. Not  satisfied  with  what  they  call  the  old  sys- 
tem, they  cling  to  the  memorable  actof  181S  as  ea- 
gerly as  if  the  whole  commerce  of  the  country  de- 
pended on  it.  True  to  the  commercial  mavim,  “keep 
what  you  have  got,  and  get  what  you. can,”  while  re- 
gulations are  progressive,  adding  to  your  benefits, 
cal!  that  the  natural  order  of  things;  but  when  the 
least  attempt  is  made  to  touch  even  a skirt  of  your 
system,  fold  up  your  Aands  and  say,  “let  us  alone,” 
let  us  regulate  op--=elves.  If  we  adopt  your  maxim 
and  offer  to  “’tvest  commerce  of  even  tlie  ruinous 
trappiivs^  ifs  regulations,  then  the  cry,  “re- 
yep«e  and  .smuggling”  comes  to  your  aid  and 
xeeps  -)ff  this  most  odious  thing  called  regulation. 
I understand  it — it  will  be  understood  by  the  coun- 
try; we  are  always  regulating  commerce — you  will 
this  session;  it  is  necessary  to  save  it,  if  the  peti- 
tions for  navigation  acts  are  to  be  believed.  Let 
the  house  not  forget  one  celebrated  regxdation  in 
the  late  war,  when  goods  to  an  immense  amoup.t 
had  been  imported  in  violation  of  yowr  non-inter- 
course acts — when  the  merchants  had  given  bonds 
to  the  amount  of  twelve  millions  of  dollars  which 
were  forfeited,  which  they  added,  to  the  price  of  their 
goods  and  received  from  the  people  of  the  country^  the 
consumers^  on  the  ground  that  they  were  oblig  ed  to 
pay  them  to  the  g-overnment.  Ion,  by  one  “regula- 
tion,” remitted  them-cand,  at  the  expen.se  of  t.be 
treasury  and  ti'.e  nation,  put  the  money  in  tise  pockets 
of  men  who  now  say  ‘letusalone.’  When  half  as  much 
is  done  for  manufactures,  I vvil!  admit  thattliey  nn.y 
regulate  themselves.  1 do  not  urge  these  Jnatters 
from  hostility  to  commerce,  but  to  let  its  friends  see 
that  not  the  want,  but  the  excess  of  regulation,  lias 
now  made  it  necessary  even  for  them  to  do  away 
some  part  of  their  sy.s, tern,  to  induce  them  to  make  a 
common  cause  with  the  other  great  interests  of  the 
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country,  to  save  themselves.  Our  export  of  pro- 
duce and  import  of  g'oods  for  liome  consumption, 
lias  ever  been  unprohtable — the  only  valuable  part 
of  our  commerce,  the  carrying  trade,  is  now  leaving" 
us — it  can  only  be  brought  back  by  regulations,  Jt 
is  not  denied  that  the  imporlations  are  now  mostly 
on  foreign, account.  Importers  will  be  exporters — 
those  who  bring  you  goods  will  take  away  your  pro- 
duce; if  there  is  a surplus  of  imports,  foreigners 
will  take  them  to  other  markets.  Merchants  must 
see  this,  they  now  feel  it — the  situation  of  your 
sea-ports  abundantly  proves  the  fact.  The  pride 
of  opinion  must  be  abandoned.  Commerce  is  no 
longer  what  it  was---the  change  in  the  relations  of 
the  civilized  world  has  been  the  cause — measures 
isuust  be  changed  with  the  times:  and,  when  we 
can  trace  to  a definite  source,  a great  portion  of  all 
the  embarrassments  of  the  treasury  and  the  people, 
we  are  called  on  by  every  motive  which  ought  to 
influence  a national  legislature  to  join  in  the  reme- 
dy. In  asking  for  the  abolition  of  credits  on  manu- 
factured goods,  it  is  not  any  bounty  or  even  en- 
couragement of  domestic  manufactures.  It  is  only 
that  you  take  away  the  bounty,  the  premiums  on 
imported,  the  inducements,  tlie  temptations  that 
the  needy  foreigner  cannot  resist — that  you  shall 
5ipt  take  money  from  the  people  of  this  country 
and  lend  it  without  interest,  and  often  without  se- 
curity, to  the  foreign  importer,  Apply  the  favorite 
commercial  maxim,  not  as  practised  ori,  but  accord- 
ing to  its  real  meaning — take  away  the  credits,  res- 
cind the  regulations  which  give  them — then  things 
will  regulatb  themselves — now  your  laws  regulate 
them, 

TWe  clutles  imposed  by  the  existing  laws  are  said 
to  be  sufficient  protection, — and  so  they  might  be, 
if  the  operation  of  the  system,  made  them,  to  the 
amount,  a discrimination  between  the  foreign  and 
domestic  fabrics.  When  impelled  by  the  general 
distress,  t^e  prostration  of  all  sources  of  national  in- 
dustry, to  'tpmplain  of  its  insufficiency  and  propose 
remedies,  oKe  gentleman  charges  the  committee 
with  obtaimng  their  object’by  indirect  means,  and 
telle  us  to  increase  the  rate  of  duty — another  tells 
us  this  will  be  unavailing  hy  the  increase  of  smug- 
gling,  1 l;ad  thought  that  th«  last  charge  brought 
against  thp  committed  of  manufactures  would  have 
been  that  their  objects  were  indirei^.  jf  the  bills 
they  have  reported  do  not  on  tiieir  fact,  explain 
1 heir  objectSjthe  pbservations  of  tbcir  chairman  v^^ye 
not  left  their  views  a matter  of  conjecture.-  If  tlit, 
bills  pass,  tliere  will  not  be  much  dopbt  about  their 
direct  effect— at  any  rate  they  are  meant  to  be  effi- 
cient. I think  it  not  very  honorable  to  the  mer- 
cantile  character  of  this  country  to  be  told  by  ex- 
perienced merchants^  we  will  smug,^le  if  you  touch 
our  system;  raise  a duty  or  diminish  a credit,  we 
'.viU  violate  your  laws.  Let  me  entreat  them  to  put 
too  high  a value  oii  their  reputation,  to  hold  out 
to  this  l.bnrie  threats  of  this  kind. 

As  to  high  duties,  the  genllemen  and  I under- 
stand each  Qther  very  well;  but  neither  oh  this  or 
bis  resolution  caliiiig  for  evidence,  is  the  commit- 
tee to  be  caught,  f l'.t>h  duties  ai*e  ncit  tlic  efficient 
means  of  protecting  our  industry;  Inul  \ve  proposed 
them  wc  should  have  defeated  our  own  measures; 
the  triumph  would  have  been  the  greater  as  wb 
should  have  desti-oyed  ourselves,  by  falling  in'  the 


ties,  prerniums  and  drawbacks  of  other  govern- 
ments on  the  exportation  of  gooxls,  our  custom 
house  credits  and  salt-.s  at  auction,  it  will  be  found 
there  is  little  if  any  discrimination  in  favor  of  our 
manufacture:!;  the  duties  are  balanced  by  these  ad- 
vantages It  has  been  more  our  object  to  remove 
these  premiums  on  importations  tlian  to  raise  the 
rate  of  duties.  We  are  told  that  one  third  of  the 
shipping  of  the  United  States  is  idle — it  is  certainly 
true.  1 will  thank  the  gentlemen  to  give  us  the 
reason — he  knows  it  is  not  tlie  prosperity  of  manu- 
factures, that  the  trade  of  the  country  is  passing 
from  our  merchants;  if  ours  is  idle,  foreign  shipping 
is  employed — that  the  custom  house  credits  are 
the  main  cause— yet  he  will  not  agree  to  the  clitinge. 

I am  bound  to  hope  it  is  not  because  this  bill  aids 
other  interests  as  well  as  commerce.  Had  it  been 
reported  by  another  committee,  had  the  provisions 
of  the  third  section  been  offered  by  any  other 
than  the  Goths  and  Vandals  of  thexvest,  I think 
they  would  have  been  retained — it  is  not  im- 
irnpossible  that  even  the  European  credits  would 
have  been  reduced.  But  nothing  from  the  com- 
mittee of  manufactures  will  be  accepted;  even  fa- 
vors from  them  will  be  rejected  I am  glad  that  I 
voted  against  the  separation  of  the  committees  of 
cornrherce  jind  raitnufactures.  I well  know  that  it 
would  hold  out  to  the  house  and  the  country  the 
idea  that  their  interests  were  opposed;  it  was  my 
belief  then  and  is  now,  that  they  are  the  same:  ex- 
perience will  show  it — both  are  declining,  not  only 
going  but  gone— The  same  measures  are  necessary 
to  redeem  both.  The  committee  well  know  they 
were  undertaking  an  ungracious  task  in  acting  on 
all  the  subjects  referred  to  them;  how  far  tliey  have 
acted  impartially  cap  best  be  judged  not  by  pro- 
fessions b,ut  their  acts.  I am  willing  it  should  be 
tested  by  this  bill,  confident  that  when  this  excite- 
ment shall  pass  avyay,  it  will  remain  as  evidence  of 
our  disposition  to  do  as  muoh  for  commerce  as  for 
manufactures — equally  confident  that  the  time  will, 
come  when  its  loss  will  be  regretted  by  those  who 
now  oppose  it,  not  only  as  to  parts  but  the  whole — 
who  will  now  agree  to  no  amendment,  no  modifica- 
tion, but  hold  on  to  the  old  system  in  all  its  changes. 
All  seem  to  admit  that  the  commerce  of  the  coun- 
try is  rapidly  declining,  but  we  are  promised  a 
change  ip  1822.  I would  be  indeed  thankful  for 
the  information  on  which  this  prediction  is  made, 
happy  to  know  the  means  by  which  it  is  to  be  re- 
alized. Does  the  gentleman  judge  by  experience, 
**^*'^'n  facts,  or  does  he  rely  on  the  chapter  of  acci- 
dentsi  vvarn  him  not. to  indulge  in  delusive 

hopes,  to  causes  and  effects, — and,  while 

there  is  a comt^^Qg  ^-q  pi*otect,  not  to  delay  the 
means  of  its  restorus^Qn,  Above  all,  let  him  be- 
ware how  he  presses  on  hl^  favorite  maxim— 
of  let  things  regulate  themselves.  This  nation  may 
not  always  ap])ly  it  exclusively  to  manufactures; 
even  here  equality  may  be  equity,  and  this  favored 
child  of  legislation  may  be  left  to  regndnte  itself 
\yhen  1822  arrive.?,  and  the  gentlerpan’.?  predictions 
turn  out  dVeams,  we  shall  perbaps  have  learned 
that  government  is  instituted  tq  protect  more  than 
one  interest;  that  laws  to  favor  commerce  are  not 
to  pe  claimed  a.s  matters  of  right for  manufac- 

tures to  be  iinpiored  as  charities,  gratuitous  favors 
^flowing  frpm  your  good  grace;  that  one  part  of  the 


snares  of  our  opponents.  Moderate  duties,  but  so  nation  is  not  to  claim  a monopoly  of  protection  and 
imposer!  us  to  be  collected,  so  as  (o  afford  a real  protest  against  its  being  granted  to  another,  as  an 
and  hot  a niere  nominal  preference  lo  our  industry,  I usurpiujon  of  its  prerogatives.  How  will  he  like 
are  what  we  aim  at.  /,t  present,  tliiey  are  merely  jin  hear,  to  the  prayers  of  commerce  supplicating 
a tax  on  the  consumer,  and  operate  in'a  very  small  :aid  against  laws  and  competition  and  do- 

degree  for  any  otherpurposc.  Calculate  the  boun- imcstic  indifren:nee,tije  appalling  answer  of  “re 
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Ijulate  yourselves,” — if  you  are  not  doing  well,  com- 
vierce  is  doing  "well  somewhere  e^se— »-your  relief  will 
injure  manufactures,  the  revenue  and  lead  to  smug- 
gling—ipe  have  adopted  another  child  and  leave  you 
pi  the  enjoyment  of  your  own  principles.  This  day 
may  come,  but  it  is  notour  fault — we  have  held  out 
our  hands  in  friendship,  but  have  met  with  a cold 
repulse.  If  commerce  is  now  left  to  itself  by  a re- 
peal of  all  our  regulations  in  its  favor — the  bounties 
on  fisheries,  navigation  acts,  coasting  trade,  ton 
nage  duties,  discrimination  on  imposts,  light  mo- 
ney how  would  its  friends  like  this  “being  let 
alone.;*”  Let  them  then  think  how  we  feel  at  receiv- 
ing this  answer  when  asking  for  some  portion  of  the 
benefits  of  government,  by  a measure  which  is  cal- 
led for  by  ail  parts  of  the  nation  and  is  necessary 
for  the  security  of  Uie  revenue.  To  prepare  for 
the  reception  of  the  tanff'in  this  house,  you  adopt- 
ed a resolution  calling  on  the  treasury  department 
for  information  as  to  its  effecis — those  who  are  now 
so  alarmed  about  the  revenue  had  better  call  to 
know  the  effect  of  long  custom  house  credits  and 
the  propriety  of  a change,  i'hey  seem  unwilling 
to  do  it — It  is  not  for  us  to  ask  it,  but  we  can  easily 
judge  from  the  amount  of  revenue  bonds.  On  the 
1st  of  January  last  those  outstanding,  hot  due,  were 
^16,100,000 — if  the  same  amount  should  be  in  suit 
this,  as  was  the  last  year,  after  deducting  the  ex- 
penses of  collection  and  drawbacks,  you  can  calcu- 
late the  state  of  the  treasury  from  imposts  and  de- 
cide whether  it  is  better  to  take  the  money  or  ti'iist 
to  the  bonds  of  foreigners . You  will  not  trust  your 
own  citizens  one  day  for  any  portion  of  tlie  pur- 
chase money  tor  their  piitance  of  land — how  will 
you  answer  to  them  for  trusdng  to  foreigners  mji- 
iions  of  your  revenue,  after  you  find  by  experience 
that  they  do  not  pay.?  How  will  you  answer  to  the 
nation  for  the  continuance  of  a s)  stem  which  is  con- 
fessedly ruinous  to  agriculture,  commerce,  manu- 
factures and  revenue — which  is  daily  adding  to  the 
distresses  of  all  the  country;  and  the  embarrass- 
ments of  the  treasury,  which  are  increasing  and 
must  increase  during  European  peace,  can  only  be 
checked  by  some  such  measure  as  is  now  proposed. 

I am  sorry  to  hear  it  stili  repeated  that  commerce 
provides  all  the  resources  of  the  government — 
those  who  ring  this  in  our  ears  must  surely  think 
us  very  simple;  that  the  people  are  so  easily  duped 
as  not  to  know  that  the  duty,  with  accumulated 
profits,  is  added  to  the  price  of  every  article,  and 
paid  by  the  consumer;  that  the  merchant  is  only 
the  collector  and  is  well  paid  for  collecting  the 
taxes*  the  people  pay  them  on  every  foreign  arti- 
cle they  eat,  drink,  wear  or  use 

But,  sir,  this  bill  is  totally  misapprehended — it 
does  not  change  the  system  of  imports,  it  only 
makes  it  effectual  by  preventing  losses;  it  aids  your 
treasury  by  bringing  to  it  the  money  instead  of  bonds 
on  long  credit;  it  makes  your  systeip  in  some  mea- 
sure uniform  and  consistent,  applying  the  same 
rule  to  purchasers  of  land  and  goods.  If  the 
bill  proposed  a total  abolition  of  credits,  it  would 
be  justly  exposed  to  the  att^ckij  I am  endeavoring 
to  repel;  but  it  goes  no  further  than  to  make  the 
duties  payable  in  cash  or  thp  articles  to  be  deposit- 
ed, which  interfere  with  pur  national  industry,  and 
principally  affects  that  part  of  our  trade  which  i§  in 
|.he  hand«  of  foreigners.  It  is  objected  that  it  \yiff 

*A  citizen  of  New  York  was  once  boasting  to 
Mr.  Jefferson  that  that  city  paid  one  tliird  of  the 
whole  revenue.  He  was  silenced  by  tliis  reply — 
‘‘Remove  the  custom  house  across  the  Hudson  and 
t-he  city  of  Jersey  would  pay  it. 


tend  still  further  to  produce  that  effect  and  to  ex- 
clude small  capitalists  from  importations  on  their 
own  account;  these  objections  have  long  since  been 
anticipated — they  have  in  my  mind  been  completely 
answered  by  the  letters  in  my  hand  from  the  most 
intelligent  merchants  of  New  York  and  Baltimore. 
The  foreign  merchant  and  manufacturer,  who  send 
their  goods  here,  are  generally  needy — the  regu- 
lar course  of  trade  does  not  give  them  a market  or 
they  would  not  force  their  way  to  one  here  by  auc- 
tion sales — our  credits  operate  as  a loan  and  in- 
crease of  their  capital  to  carry  on  their  operations 
at  home — this  is  a great  temptation  to  continuing 
the  trade;  the  loan  is  perpetually  increasing,  every 
new^  consignment  adds  to  the  amount;  it  is  unlimit- 
ed as  to  time,  and  thus  it  will  progress  till  you  de- 
pend on  foreigners  not  only  for  supply  and  defence 
but  revenue.  As  one  old  bond  is  paid  off  a new 
credit  is  given  for  an  increased  sum.  No  other  na- 
tion affords  these  facilities — hence  our  market  is 
resorted  to.  But  take  them  away,  take  from  any 
consignment  twenty-five  per  cent,  for  duties  instead  of 
adding  that  amount  by  a loan — ^^compel  the  consign- 
or to  send  the  money  for  duties  or  pay  a short  bill, 
it  would  affect  such  a total  change  in  his  business 
that  he  could  not  continue  it:  then  he  must  take 
from  his  capital  at  home  to  pay  his  way  abroad- 
now  you  add  to  it  by  lending  him  money  to  use  for 
twelve  months.  It  is  the  diff  erence  between  a pre- 
mium and  a tax — a bounty  and  a burthen. 

There  is  no  mystery  in  this — even  backwoods- 
men can  understand  it;  it  would  indeed  be  mysteri- 
ous, if  /o77^  credits  encourage  foreign  consignments, 
that  short  ones  should  increase  them---casA  pay- 
ments give  them  the  monopoly.  I cannot  dwell  on 
reasoning  of  this  kind;  it  is  much  like  the  other  ob- 
jection that  capitalists  will  engross  all  the  trade. — = 
This  deserves  some  examination;  if  true,  it  presents 
a serious  objection  to  the  bill  - if  not  true,  the 
house  will  be  able  to  decide  on  the  character  of 
the  opposition.  This  and  the  auction  bill  are  ne- 
cessarily and  closely  connected,  the  one  an  auxilia- 
ry to  the  other — the  petitions  for  both  mostly  from 
merchants  and  mercantile  towns — whether  from 
large  or  small  capitalists,  can  best  be  judged  by 
those  wlio  know  the  signe  rs  and  will  examine 
the  number  of  those  petitioners.  Here  is  a peti- 
tion from  New  York  praying  for  the  auction  bill; 
there  are  more  than  7,000  names  to  it.  It  must  be 
a wealthy  place  indeed,  if  these  are  all  capitalists. 
Here  is  one  praying  for  a general  abolition  of  all 
credits  on  all  importations,  signed  by  near  five  hun- 
dred merchants  of  that  city — no  one  will  pretend 
they  are  capitalists,  no  one  has  a right  to  say  they 
do  not  understand  their  own  interest.  They  have 
asked  for  this  bill  as  essential  to  their  protection; 
they  have  made  common  cause  with  the  friends  of 
manufactures,  to  check  an  evil  destructive  to  both. 
Merchants  of  all  classes  have  united  in  its  favor, 
small  as  well  as  large  dealers;  it  has  been  opposed 
by  no  individual  petitions — no  small  capitalist  has 
objected  or  now  objects  to  its  passage.  The  only 
opposition  has  been  from  your  chambers  of  com- 
merce, some  of  whom  have  sent  and  directed  their 
memorials  to  us — others  have  sent  but  not  directed 
them — circulated  secretly,  their  effect  felt  but  the 
power  not  tangible.  I can  hear  of  it,  but  it  is  not 
on  our  tables — v- e cannot  examine  it.  These  bo- 
dies, it  seems,  are  the  guardians  of  commerce. — 
Merchants  undertake  to  judge  for  themselves,  and 
ask  us  for  a measure — a chamber  of  commerce  re- 
monstrates against  it  as  injurious.  I do  not  well  un- 
derstand who  tliese  chambers  of  commerce  are; 

I tliey  are  genc.rally  understood  to  be  men  who  arc  to 
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settle  disputes  among-  merchants.  In  New  York,  I 
find,  they  are  incorporated  for  charitable  purposes 
— that  they  received  the  thanks  of  the  assembly  of 
that  state  for  their  patriotic  conduct  in  no 

gond&  from  Great  Britain  until  she  would  repeal  the 
stamp  act.  I would  rejoice  now  to  find  chambers 
of  commerce  leaning-  against  foreign  and  encourag- 
ing domestic  industry  and  commerce;  and  in  times 
past  it  would  have  been  gratifying  if  some  of  our 
citizens  would  not  have  carried  on  commercial  in- 
tercourse with  England,  during  embargo^' noil  inter- 
course and  war.  1 believe  the  members  of  these 
bodies  are  not  generally  composed  of  small  capital- 
ists of  the  first  respectabilit}’ — they  are  of  the 
most  wealthy.  It  is  matter  of  some  suspicion  to 
find  them  guarding  the  small  trader  with  so  much 
care,  and  so  fearful  that  the  trade  of  the  country 
■will  be  thrown  into  their  ovrn  hands  -a  suspicion 
that  is  not  diminished  when  I find  the  merchants  of 
Salem  laboring  under  the  same  fears  as  to  bene- 
fits which  this  bill  will  give  to  the  large  capitalists, 
and  dtvell  so  much  on  the  injury  to  the  young  and 
enterprising.  Here  is  something  unaccountable 
to  me.  In  1818,  the  last  extention  of  credits  was 
made  on  the  petition  of  the  East  India  merchants  oj 
Boston  and  Nafem  - headed  by  William  Gray  and 
others,  the  greatests  capitalists  of  the  country — 
there  were  no  petitions  from  any  other  place; 
small  dealers  did  notask-for  eighteen  months  cre- 
dit, and  small  dealers  are  not  much  concerned  in 
the  East  India  trade.  This  law  it  seems,  was  thus 
passed  on  the  petition  and  for  the  benefit  of  the 
wealthiest  merchants  in  the  union.  I must  be  al- 
lowed to  ask  how  the  extention  and  shortening  of 
credits  will  produce  the  same  effects?  I think 
too  well  of  the  gentlemen  whose  names  were  to 
these  petitions,  to  believe  they  did  not  understand 
their  own  interests  or  would  designedly  impose  on 
you.  The  gentleman  who  so  ably  represents  one 
of  these  towns,  must  permit  me  to  say,  that,  while 
lie  is  contending  that  this  bill  will  injure  the  small 
trader,  he  is  contradicting  the  petition  presented 
by  himself,  praying  for  long  credits.  Two  short 
year’s  cannot  have  made  such  a change  in  the  prin- 
ciples of  commerce.  What  would  benefit  capital- 
ists in  1818,  will  do  so  now.  Long  creditaiwill,  pro- 
duce the  same  effects  now  as  then.  When  objec- 
tions are  made  to  short  ones,  they  must  be  tangi- 
ble— I must  know  where  to  find  our  opponents — 
they  must  not  play  thus  fast  and  loose.  If  short 
credits  were  injurious  to  capitalists  in  1818,  they 
will  not  give  them  a monopoly  now.  We  are  not 
to  be  thus  amused  with  reasons  which  can  be 
adopted  to  suit  any  measure — they  are  sure  pre- 
texts to  defeat  tliis  bill,  not  because  it  will  injure 
the  small  merchant  but  because  it  will  benefit  the 
manufacturer.  It  will  take  the  bounty  from  impor- 
tations, keep  the  money  ofthe  government  at  home, 
prevent  loans  to  merchants  from  producing  new 
importations  on  the  capital  furnished  by  the  duties 
on  the  old.  We  have  given  the  reasons  and  the 
evidence  on  which  this  bill  has  been  reported.  I 
I would  thank  the  then  chairman  ofthe  committee 
of  ways  and  means  for  the  evidence  on  which- he 
extended  the  I credits  to  eighteen  months.  In 
examining  the  effects  of  this  change  I cannot  see 
the  injuriovis  effects  on  the  small  trader;  he  can  as 
easily  pay  the  duties  on  a small  importation  as  the 
large  trader  on  a large  one.  Merchants  adventure 
in  proportion  to  their  capital  and  credit— -the  du- 
ties are  in  proportion  to  what  they  import;  the 
small  dealer  can  often  procure  a small  loan  when  a 
large  one  could  not  be  obtained — the  American 
merchant  has  a credit  in  bank,  when  the  foreigner 


has  none — we  may  therefore  feel  ourselves  safe  in 
acceding  to  the  petitions  of  those  who  have  asked 
for  tliis  measure,  that  they  have  not  asked  chambers 
ot  commerce  or  East  India  merchants  to  become 
their  guardians  Let  it  be  remembered  too,  that  the 
small  dealers  are  mostly  in  the  West  India  trade, 
which  is  not  affected  by  this  bill— the  East  India 
and  European  trade,  which  will  be  deprived  of  one 
of  its  facilities,  is  in  the  hands  of  capitalists  and  fo- 
reigners— this  accounts  for  their  alarm,  and  a desire 
to  guard  their  exclusive  interests  under  the  pre- 
text of  protection  to  the  small  dealers.  When  the 
latter  complain,  I will  then  think  the  objection 
may  have  some  weight— till  then,  it  will  be  consi- 
dered as  a pretext  to  cover  opposition  to  a system 
indispensable  for  all  the  great  objects  of  govern- 
ment, mercdy  because  it  comet  in  aid  of  manufac- 
tures, I must  not  be  blamed  for  indulging  this  be- 
lief when  there  is  such  a settled  determination 
evinced — not  to  touch  any  part  of  the  present  cre- 
dits, when  the  same  cry  is  raised  whether  we  offer 
to  touch  the  act  of  1818  or  to  abolish  the  whole.  It 
is  at  all  times  amusing  to  hear  these  same  alarms 
rung  on  every  occasion.  The  tariff  brought  them 
out — this  bill  has  increased  them,  “it  will  ruin  com- 
merce, agriculture,  revenue”  and  even  the  country 
itself!  They  must  be  weak  indeed  when  they  rest 
on  European  and  East  India  credits: — we  got  along 
very  well  before  1818 — there  were  no  very  impe- 
rious calls  on  us  to  extend  them  then;  if  they  were 
shortened  now,  I think  the  sun  would  still  shine  and 
water  run!  This  is  not  the  first  time  this  country 
and  all  its  interests  have  been  rvined.  The  pro- 
clamation of  neutrality,  the  British  treaty,  the 
French  war,  ruined  us  forever — the  embargo  and 
non  intercourse  law  were  death — so  was  the  late  war: 
yet  the  country  has  survived  all;  it  bears  a great 
deal  of  ruin,  and  bears  it  very  well,  for  one  who  has 
been  ruined  so  often.  After  surviving  such  shocks* 

I think  the  little  ruin  which  will  be  added  by  em- 
ploying our  own  labor^  our  own  materials,  giving  a. 
value  to  our  otm  property,  carrying  on  our  own  com- 
merce, and  receiving  into  the  treasury  all  the  money 
that  the  people  pay  for  taxes,  will  not  be  too  much  to 
bear!  If  this  is  ruin,  it  is  ofthe  kind  which  will  re- 
store us  to  prosperity.  There  must  be  a striking 
analogy  between  two  opposite  systems,  agreeing  in 
no  one  feature,  yet  producing  the  same  effects — ■ 
each  attended  with  ruin  absolute  and  irretrievable. 
You  have  tried  imposts  till  your  revenue  has  left 
you  five  millions  short  of  your  expenses — ^^credits, 
till  one  fifth  is  in  suit — importations  on  foreign  ac- 
count, till  your  commerce  is  destroyed — auction 
sales,  till  your  merchants  are  idle  (their  hopes  rest- 
ing in  a bankrupt  law) — foreigm  goods,  till  your 
manufactures  are  abandoned — foreign  markets,  till 
your  farmers  find  their  produce  rotting  on  their 
hands;  and  yet  it  is  contended  that  the  continuance 
of  this  condition  of  the  country  is  necessary  for  its 
welfare;  that  a cliange  will  be  r linous.  I hope  gen- 
tlemen will  ask  themselves  if  ever  there  was  a time 
when  there  was  such  a scene  of  universal  distress — 

I fit  cannot  be  easily  traced  and  satisfactorily  ac- 
counted for,  when  called  on  as  you  have  been  this 
session  by  the  people  of  the  country,  they  will  ex- 
pect some  better  answer  to  their  petitions  than 
these  alarms,  which  are  ahvays  raised  whenever 
there  has  been  any  attempt  to  adopt  measures  of  vi- 
tal  importance.  When  you  urge  them  you  must 
give  reasons— shew  how  the  present  system  will  re- 
store, how  the  proposed  one  will  injure  us — shew 
bow  internal  industry  will  injure  internal  prosperi- 
ty— how  idleness  promotes  national  strength  or  ii;- 
dividual  wealth — and,  above  all,  satisfy  the  farmer 


NILES’  REGISTER-  JUNE  £4,  1820— THE  SLAVE  TRADE. 


507 


for  whose  interest  there  is  so  much  anxiety,  how  he 
is  to  be  injured  by  buying  his  clothing  from  those 
who  will  purchase  his  produce.  Now  the  surplus 
ofhis  farm  will  not  clothe  his  family  and  procure  him 
his  utensils;  now  he  understands  what  is  meant  by 
buying  cheap:  that  it  does  not  consist  in  the  price 
of  the  article  he  ivants,  so  much  as  in  the  price  of  the 
article  with  which  he  is  to  make  payment.  When 
cloth  is  at  ^iO  a yard  and  flour  at  ^10  a barrel,  one 
pays  for  the  other — c^loth  at  6 dollars  and  flour  at  3, 
the  cloth  to  the  farmer  has  doubled  in  price;  the 
barrel  of  flour  procures  but  half  a yard  of  cloth. — 
These  tilings  will  be  understood  there  is  no  mys- 
tery  in  political  economy;  it  is  a plain  simple  calcu- 
lation of  what  is  bought  by  the  least  labor  and  the 
smallest  quantity  of  produce. 

That  article  is  the  cheapest  which  the  consumer 
pays  for  the  easiest.  What  encouragement  does 
the  importer  or  retailer  of  foreign  goods  now  give 
the  farmer  what  injury  has  a manufacturer  in  his 
neighborhood,  or  a market  at  his  own  door,  ever 
done  himi'  Is  it  better  for  him  to  seek  it  by  naviga- 
tion of  3000  miles,  when,  found  glutted  by  supplies 
from  other  sources,  the  price  less  than  at  home — 
the  home  market  destroyed  by  the  eagerness  for  a 
foreign — shall  all  competition  be  destroyed,  our 
produce  left  at  the  mercy  of  other  nations,  who 
have  agricultural  interests  of  their  own  to  protect.? 
Are  they  better  friends  to  the  American  farmer  than 
even  our  own  government — theirs  than  our  own 
citizens.?  These  are  questions  which  must  be 
answered  in  some  other  way  than  “you  will 
ruin  the  country.”  Sir,  the  country  is  ruined  if  you 
persevere  in  your  present  polic5^  It  must  and  will 
be  changed.  Such  radical  and  fatal  errors  will  be 
checked  by  the  general  voice  of  the  country,  if  not 
here.  It  had  better  be  done  while  moderate  mea- 
sures will  be  sufficient — such  as  are  proposed  by 
this  bill,  which  does  not  increase  the  duties,  impo- 
ses no  burthen  on  commerce  — but,  merely  taking 
away  the  bounty  and  premium  on  foreign  manufac- 
tures, so  as  to  leave  the  duties  which  are  laid  on  im- 
portation a disci’imination  in  favor  of  our  own  indus- 
try and  the  trade  of  the  country,  in  the  hands  of  our 
.pwn  merchants. 


Proceedings  on  the  Slave  Trade^  &c. 

The  following  account  of  the  proceedings  had  in 
the  house?  of  representatives,  at  the  last  session 
of  congress,  will  interest  many  of  our  readers, 
and  at  once  shew  the  present  state  and  prospect 
of  things  in  relation  to  the  slave  trade,  and  re- 
specting the  colonization  society,  &.c,— our  read- 
ers recollecting  that  we  have  already  published 
the  law,  (see  page  236,)  which  makes  it  piracy, 
and  subjects  to  the  penalty  of  death,  any  citi- 
zen of  the  United  States  engaged  in  the  slave 
trade. 

On  tlie  8th  day  of  May,  Mr.  Mercer  from  the  com- 
mittee on  the  slave  trade,  to  whom  the  memorial 
of  the  society  had  been  referred,  handed  in  the 
following  report,  with  the  subjoined  resolutions, 
bill,  and  amendment,  which  were  ordered  to  be 
printed,  and  referred,  on  his  motion,  to  the  com- 
jTiittee  of  the  whole,  to  whom  had  been  referred 
the  bill  from  the  senate,  entitled  “An  act  to  conti- 
nue in  force  an  act  to  protect  the  commerce  of  the 
United  State.s,  and  punish  the  crime  of  piracy,  and 
also  to  make  further  provision  for  punisliing  the 
crime  of  piracy.” 

On  the  succeeding  Wednesday,  on  the  motion  of 
the  same  gentleman,  all  the  orders  of  the  day  pre- 
ceding the  bill  in  question  were  postponed  to  take  , 


up  that  bill;  when,  after  much  discussion,  the 
amendments  of  the  senate’s  bill  were  adopted  by 
a very  large  majority' of  the  committee,  and,  on  be- 
ing reported  to  the  house,  were  ordered  to.  be  en- 
grossed for  a third  reading,  by  alike  majority,  and, 
on  the  next  d.ay,  passed  without  a division. 

In  the  senate,  the  amendments  were  taken  up 
on  Thunsday,  and,  on  motion,  the  further  considera- 
tion of  them  was  jiostponed  till  Friday,  when,  aftei' 
a spirited  discussion,  for  the  late  period  of  the  ses- 
sion, they  were  passed  by  a very  large  majority. 
In  favor  of  a motion  to  strike  out  that  denomina- 
tion of  the  oftence  which  made  the  slave  trade  pi- 
racy, not  more  than  ftve  or  six  members  rose  from 
their  seats.  It  is  but  justice  to  state,  that,  of  those 
gentlemen,  there  was  not  one  whose  hostility  to 
the  odious  traffic  sought  to  be  abolished  could  be 
doubted;  so  that  the  punishment  of  death  has  been 
annexed  to  this  obstinate  and  inveterate  crime  by 
the  almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  national  legis- 
lature. 

The  first  of  the  resolutions,  which  the  lower 
house  refused  to  lay^  upon  the  table,  by  a majority 
of  78  to  34,  was  taken  up  in  the  ..  mate  on  Frida3% 
and  passed,  with  little  opposition,  to  a second  read- 
ing.  A rule  of  the  senate  requires  that  any  reso- 
lution or  bill  shall  be  read  three  times  on  separate 
days,  unless  by  unanimous  assent,  the  rule  be  dis- 
pensed with,  and,  a member  having,  on 
refused  his  assent  to  an  exception from  this  rule  in 
behalf  of  the  resolution,  it  remains  on  the  table  of 
that  body. 

The  second  resolution,  although  postponed  to 
the  first  day  of  the  next  session,  is  not  rejected. 
Such  a motion  precludes  a discussion  of  the  merits 
of  any  question.  It  was  postponed  by  a majority’ 
of  a few  votes  only:  of  the  minority,  several  are 
known  to  have  voted  for  the  po.stponement  from 
no  objection  to  the  resolution,  but  to  preclude  a 
debate  upon  it  at  the  close  of  a long  session  of  con- 
gress, when  much  other  business  pressed  on  the 
attention,  and  under  a belief  that  no  injury  could 
result  to  the  contemplated  colony  from  the  delay 
which  would  be  consequent  upon  the  postpone- 
rment.  Several  gentlemen  who  voted  fortiie  post- 
ponement expressed  to  the  reporter  of  the  reso- 
lution, a willingness  to  vote  for  it  on  a reconsidera- 
tion, which  would  have  been  moved  by  one  of  tiiem, 
but  for  the  rule  of  the  senate  already  adverted  to. 

The  third  resolution  was  laid  on  the  table  by  a 
majority  of  vote.s,  and  will  pass  over  to  tlie  next 
.session  with  the  bill  to  incorporate  the  American 
Colonization  Society. 

An  amendment  had  been  moved  to  tlie  resolu- 
tion, in  committee,  by  a gentleman  who  thought  it 
liable  to  misconstruction,  and,  to  guard  against 
that,  proposed  to  limit  tiie  power  conveyed  by  it 
expressly  to  the  objects  wiiich  the  chairman  of 
the  committee  on  the  slave  trade  had  pro]Jo.sed  to 
attain  by  it;  in  which  shape  he  was  willing  to  sup- 
port it. 

Tile  bill  to  incorporate  the  American  Society  for 
colonizing  tlie  free  people  of  color,  was  of  some 
length,  and  it  was  stated,  in  support  of  tlie  motion 
to  postpone  it,  that  sufficient  time  d'ul  not  remain 
to  legislate  correctly  on  the  subject. 

The  friends  of  colonization  have,  tliereforo,  no- 
thing to  discourage  their  hopes  in  the  ]jroceec!ings 
of  the  last  ses.sion  of  congress.  Those  of  the  fif- 
teentli  congress,  by  revoking  trie  ’power  of  the  .se- 
veral state.s  ami  territories  to  make  slaves  of  tlie  un- 
fortunate Africans  cast  upon  our  s'lores  b_v  the 
slave  trade,  by  authorizing  tiic  president  to  restore 
them  to  their  native  country,  by  providing  for  their 
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temporary  succor  there,  and  placing*  the  navy  of 
the  United  States  at  the  disposal  of  the  president, 
to  aid  in  tlie  abolition  of  this  detestable  traffic, 
have  done  much  to  advance  the  purpose  of  the  so- 
ciety. 

The  act  constituting  such  part  of  this  offence,  pi- 
racy, as  is  committed  on  the  high  seas,  by  citizens 
of  the  United  States,  under  any  flag,  and  by  per- 
sons of  any  country,  under  that  of  the  United 
States,  and  subjecting  the  offender  to  the  punish- 
ment of  death,  completes,  as  far  as  the  United 
States  can  do  so,  a system  of  moral  and  political 
justice,  in  relation  to  this  crime,  which  is  scarcely 
susceptible  of  improvement,  unless  by  the  co-ope- 
ration of  the  rest  of  mankind. 

If,  in  virtue  of  the  resolution  which  passed  the 
house  of  representatives  by  so  large  a majority, 
and  which  has  been  delayed  in  the  senate,  by  the 
inexorable  rule  already  adverted  to,  a negociation 
shall  be  effected  with  the  maritime  powers  of  Eu- 
rope, calculated,  as  the  resolution  proposes,  to 
insure  the  speedy  and  utter  distinction  of  this  blot 
upon  the  humanity  of  the  cliristiaR  world,  the  six- 
teenth congress  piay  be  said,  whatever  local  objec- 
tions may  exist,  to  the  tenor  of  its  other  measures, 
to  have  achieved  much  for  the  justice  and  honor 
of  the  nation. 

Tleport  of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred,  at 
the  commencement  of  the  present  session  of 
congress,  so  much  of  the  president's  message  as 
relates  to  the  slave  trade,  accompanied  with  a bill 
to  incorporate  the  American  Society  for  coloniz- 
ing the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  States. 
The  committee  on  the  slave  trade,  to  whom  was 
referred  the  memorial  of  the  president  and  board 
of  managers  of  the  American  Society  for  colonizing 
the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  States,  have, 
according  to  order,  had  under  consideration  the 
several  subjects  therein  embraced,  and  report: 

That  the  American  Society  was  instituted,  in  the 
city  of  Washington,  on  the  28th  of  December,  1816, 
foi'  the  benevolent  purpose  of  afibrding  to  the  free 
jjeople  of  color  of  the  United  States,  the  means  of 
establishing  one  or  more  independent  colonies  o . 
the  western  coast  of  Africa.  After  ascertaining, 
by  a mission  to  that  continent,  and  other  prelimina- 
jy  enquiries,  that  their  object  is  practicable,  the 
society  request  of  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
a charter  of  incorporation,  and  such  other  legisla- 
tive aid  as  their  enterprize  may  be  thought  to  merit 
and  require. 

Idle  memorialists  anticipate  from  its  success  con- 
sequences the  most  beneficial  to  the  free  people  of 
color  themselves;  to  the  several  states  in  which 
they  at  present  reside;  and  to  that  continent  which 
is  to  be  the  seat  of  their  future  establishment.  Pass- 
ing by  the  foundation  of  these  anticipations,  which 
will  be  seen  in  the  annual  reports  of  the  society 
and  their  former  memorial^,  the  attention  of  the 
committee  has  been  particularly  drawn  to  the  con- 
nection whicli  the  memorialists  have  traced  be- 
tween their  purpose  and  the  policy  of  the  recent 
act  of  congress,  for  the  more  eflectual  abolition  of 
the  African  slave  trade. 

Experience  has  demonstrated  that  this  detestable 
traffic  can  be  no  where  so  successfully  assailed  as 
on  the  coast  upon  which  it  originates.  I^ot  only 
does  the  collection  and  embarkation  of  its  unnatu- 
ral cargoes  consume  more  time  than  their  subse- 
quent distribution  and  sale  in  the  market  for  which 
they  are  destined,  but  tlie  African  coast,  frequented 
bv  the  slave  ships,  is  indented  with  so  few  commo- 
d’ous  or  accessible  harbors^  that,  notwitlist^nding 


its  great  extent,  it  could  be  guarded  by  the  vigi- 
lance of  a few  active  cruisers.  If  to  these  be  added 
colonies  of  civilized  blacks,  planted  in  command- 
ing situations  along  tliat  coast,  no  slave  ship  could 
possibly  escape  detection;  and  thus  the  security, 
as  well  as  the  eniianced  profit  which  now  cherish 
this  illicit  trade,  would  be  eftectually  counteracted. 
Such  colonies,  by  diffusing  a taste  for  legitimate 
commerce  among  the  native  tribes  of  that  fruitful 
continent,  would  gradually  destroy  among  them, 
also,  the  only  incentive  of  a traffic  whicli  has  hi- 
therto rendered  all  African  labor  insecure,  and 
spread  desolation  over  one  of  the  most  beautiful 
regions  of  the  globe.  The  colonies,  and  the  armed 
vessels  employed  in  watching  the  African  coast, 
while  they  co-operated  alike  in  the  cause  of  hu- 
manity, would  afford  to  each  other  mutual  suc- 
cour. 

There  is  a single  consideration,  however,  added 
to  the  preceding  view  of  this  subject,  which  ap- 
pears to  your  committee,  of  itself  conclusive  of  the 
tendency  of  the  views  of  the  memorialists  to  fur- 
ther the  operation  of  the  act  of  the  3d  of  March, 
1818.  That  act  not  only  revokes  the  authority  an- 
tecedently given  to  the  several  state  and  territorial 
governments,  to  dispose,  as  they  pleased,  of  those 
African  captives  who  might  be  liberated  by  the 
tribunals  of  the  United  States,  but  nuthorizes  and 
requires  the  president  to  restore  them  to  tlieir  na- 
tive country.  The  unavoidable  consequence  of 
this  just  and  humane  provision,  is,  to  require  some 
preparation  to  be  made  for  their  temporary  succour, 
on  being  relanded  upon  the  African  shore.  And 
no  preparation  can  prove  so  congenial  to  its  own  ob- 
ject, or  so  economical,  as  regards  tha  government 
charged  with  this  charitable  duty,  as  that  which 
would  be  found  in  a colony  of  the  free  people  of 
color  of  the  United  States.  Sustained  by  the  re- 
commendations of  numerous  societies  in  every  part 
of  the  United  States;  and  the  approving  voice  of 
the  legislative  assemblies  of  several  states,  without 
enquiring  into  any  other  tendenc}^  of  the  object  of 
the  memorialists,  your  committee  do  not  hesitate 
to  pronounce  it  deserving  of  the  countenance  and 
support  of  the  general  government.  The  extent 
to  which  these  shall  be  carried  is  a question  not  so 
easily  determined. 

The  memorialists  do  not  ask  the  government  to 
assume  the  jurisdiction  of  the  territory,  or  to  be- 
come, in  any  degree  whatever,  responsil)!^  for  the 
future  safety  or  tranquility  of  the  contemplated 
colony.  They  have  prudently  thought  tliat  its  ex- 
ternal peace  and  security  would  be  rpost  effectually 
guarded,  by'^n  appeal,  in  its  behalf,  to  the  philan- 
thropy of  the  civilized  world;  and  to  that  sentiment 
of  retribvitive  justice,  with  which  all  Christendom 
is  at  present  animated  towards  a much  injured  con- 
tinent. 

Of  the  constitutional  power  of  the  general  go- 
vernment, to  grant  the  limited  aid  contemplated 
by  the  accompanying  bill  and  resolutions,  your 
committee  presume  there  can  exist  no  sliadow  of 
doubt;  and  they  leave  it  to  a period  of  greater  na- 
tional prosperity  to  determine,  how  far  tlie  autho- 
rity of  congress,  the  resources  of  the  national  go- 
vernment, and  tfie  welfare  and  happiness- of  the 
United  States,  will  warrant,  or  require  its  exten- 
sion. 

Your  conjmittee  are  solemnly  enjoined  by  the 
peculiar  object  of  their  trust,  and  invited  by  the 
suggestions  of  tlie  memorialists,  to  enquire  into 
the  defects  of  the  existing  laws  against  the  African 
slave  trade.  So  long  as  it  is  in  tlie  power  of  the 
United  States  to  provide  additional  restraints  upon 
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xViis  odious  traffic,  they  cannot  be  withheld,  consist- 
ly  with  justice  and  the  honor  of  the  nation. 

Congress  have  heretofore  marked,  with  decided 
reprobation,  the  authors  and  abettors  of  this  iniqui- 
tous commerce  in  every  form  which  it  assumes;  from 
the  inception  of  its  unrighteous  purpose  in  Ameri- 
ca, through  all  the  subsequent  stages  of  its  progress, 
to  its  final  consummation;  the  outward  voyage,  the 
cruel  seizure,  and  forcible  abduction  of  the  unfortu- 
nate African  from  his  native  home,  and  the  fraudu- 
lent transfer  of  the  property  thus  acquired.  It  may, 
however,  be  questioned,  if  a proper  discrimination 
of  their  relative  guilt,  has  entered  into  the  measure 
of  punishment  annexed  to  these  criminal  acts . 

Your  committee  cannot  perceive  wherein  the 
offence  of  kidnapping  an  unoffending  inhabitant  of 
a foreign  country;  of  chaining  him  down  for  a series 
of  days,  weeks,  and  months,  amidst  the  dying  and 
the  dead,  to  the  pestilential  hold  of  a slaveship:  of 
consigning  him,  if  he  chance  to  live  out  the  voyage, 
to  perpetual  slavery,  in  a remote  and  unknown 
land,  differs  in  malignity  from  piracy,  or  why  a mild- 
er punishment  should  follow  the  one,  than  the  other 
crime. 

On  the  other  hand,  the  purchase  of  the  unfortu- 
nate African,  after  his  enlargement  from  the  float- 
ing dungeon  which  wafts  him  to  the  foreign  market, 
however  criminal  in  itself,  and  yet  more  in  its  ten- 
dency to  encourage  this  abominable  traffic,  yields 
in  atrocity  to  the  violent  seizure  of  his  person,  hi^ 
sudden  and  unprepared  seperation  from  his  family, 
his  kindred,  his  friends,  and  his  country,  followed 
by  all  the  horrors  of  the  middle  passage.  Are 
there  not  united  in  this  off  ence  all  that  is  most 
iniquitous  in  tiieft,  most  daring  in  robbery,  and 
cruel  in  murder?  Its  consequences  to  the  victim, 
if  he  survives;  to  the  country  which  receives  him; 
and  to  that  from  which  he  is  torn,  are  alike  disas- 
trous. if  the  internal  wars  of  Africa,  and  their  de- 
solating effect,  maybe  imputed  to  the  slave  trade, 
and  thattiie  greater  pail  of  them  must,  cannot  now 
be  questioned,  this  crime,  considered  in  its  remote, 
as  well  as  its  proximate  consequences,  is  the  very 
darkest  in  the  whole  catalogue  of  human  inquities; 
and  its  authors  should  be  regarded  as  hastes  hutnani 
generis. 

In  proposing  to  the  house  of  representatives,  to 
make  such  part  of  this  offence  as  occurs  upon  th  e 
ocean,  piracy,  your  committee  are  animated,  not 
by  the  desire  of  manifesting  to  the  world  the  horror 
with  which  it  is  viewed  by  the  American  people; 
hai,  by  the  confident  expectation  of  promoting, 
by  this  example,  its  more  certain  punishment  by 
all  nations,  and  its  absolute  and  final  extinction. 

May  it  not  be  believed,  that  when  the  whole  civi- 
lized world  shall  have  denounced  the  slave  trade  as 
piracy,  it  will  become  as  unfrequent  as  any  other  spe- 
cies of  that  offence  against  the  law  of  nations?  Is 
it  unreasonable  to  suppose,  that  negociation  will, 
with  greater  facility,  introduce  into  that  law  such 
a provision  as  is  here  proposed,  when  it  shall  have 
been  already  incorporated  in  the  separate  code  of 
each  state? 

The  maritime  powers  of  the  Christian  world  have, 
at  length,  concurred  in  pronouncing  sentence  of 
Condemnation  against  this  traffic.  The  U.  States 
having  led  the  way  in  forming  this  decree,  owe  it 
to  themselves,  not  to  follow  the  rest  of  mankind  in 
promoting  its  vigorous  execution. 

If  It  should  be  objected,  that  the  legislation  of 
congress  would  be  partial,  and  its  benefit,  for  a time 
at  least,  local,  it  may  be  replied,  that  the  constitu- 
tional power  of  the  government  has  already  been 
exercised  in  defining  the  crime  of  piracy,  in  accord- 


ance with  similar  analogies,  to  that  which  the  com- 
mittee have  sought  to  trace  between  this  general 
offence  against  the  peace  of  nations,  and  the  slave 
trade. 

In  many  of  the  foreign  treaties,  as  v/ell  as  in  the 
laws  of  the  United  States,  examples  are  to  be  founds 
of  piracies,  which  are  not  cognizable,  as  such,  by 
the  tribunals  of  all  nations.  Such  is  the  unavoida- 
ble consequence  of  any  exercise  of  the  authority 
of  congress,  to  define  and  puuisii  this  crime.  The 
definition  and  the  punishment  can  bind  the  United 
States  alone. 

A bill  from  the  senate,  making  further  provision 
for  the  exercise  of  this  constitutional  power,  being 
now  before  the  house  of  representatives,  yoUr  com*- 
mittee  beg  leave  to  offer  sucli  an  amendment  of  its 
provisions,  as  shall  attain  the  last  object  which  they 
have  presumed  to  recommend. 

Resolutions  authorizing  the  president  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  to  negociate  with  foreign  governments, 
on  the  means  of  effecting  an  entire  abolition  of 
the  African  slave  trade,  and  for  other  purposes. 
Resolved^  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representatives 
of  the  U7iiied  States  of  America,  in  congress  assembled. 
That  the  president  be  requested  to  consult  and 
negociate  with  all  the  governments,  where  minis- 
ters of  the  United  States  are,  or  shall  be  accredited, 
on  the  means  of  effecting  an  entire  and  immediate 
abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade. 

Resolved,  &c.  That  the  president  be  requested  to 
enter  into  a stipulation,  or  formal  declaration,  witli 
the  several  maritime  powers  recognizing  the  inde- 
pendence and  permanent  neutrality  of  any  colony 
of  the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  States, 
which  shall  be  established  on  the  western  coast  of 
Africa. 

Resolved,  &c.  That  the  president  be  requested, 
in  such  use  as  he  may  deem  it  expedient  to  make  of 
the  public  ships  of  the  United  States,  to  afford  eve- 
ry aid,  not  inconsistent  with  the  public  welfare,  to 
the  efforts  of  the  American  society  for  colonizing 
the  free  people  of  color  of  the  United  States,  upori 
the  western  coast  of  Africa. 

A bill  to  incorporate  the  American  society  for  colo- 
nizing the  free  people  of  color  of  the  U.  States. 
Be  it  enacted,  &c.  That  BushroJ  Washington, 
William  H.  Crawford,  Henry  Clay,  John  Mason, 
Henry  Foxall,  Stephen  B.  Balch,  James  Laurie, 
Obadiah  B.  Brown,  William  Wilmer,  William  Haw- 
ley,  Walter  Jones,  Thomas  Dougherty,  Jacob  Hoff- 
man, Francis  S.  Key,  Henry  Ashton,  William  Thorn- 
ton, Elias  B.  Caldwell,  Richard  Smith,  and  John 
Underwood,  and  others,  composing  the  society  in 
the  District  of  Columbia  denominated  the  Ameri- 
can society  for  colonizing  the  free  people  of  color 
of  the  United  States,  and  their  successors,  duly 
elected  in  the  manner  hereinafter  mentioned,  be, 
and  they  are  hereby,  constituted  and  declared  to  be 
a body  politic  and  corporate,  by  the  name  and  title 
of  the  American  society  for  colonizing  the  free  peo- 
ple of  color  of  the  United  States. 

Sec.  2.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  said  cor- 
poration be  authorized  and  empowered  to  take  and 
receive  any  sum  or  sums  of  money,  or  other  pro- 
perty, real  and  personal,  of  any  kind  or  nature, 
which  shall  or  may  hereafter  be  given,  granted,  or 
bequeathed  to  the  said  corporation,  by  any  person 
or  persons,  bodies  politic  or  corporate,  capable  of 
making  such  gift  or  bequest:  Provided,  That  money 
or  other  property  be  laid  out  or  disposed  of  for  the 
use  and  benefit  of  said  corporation,  according  to  the 
intention  of  the  donors. 
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Sec.  3.  And  be  it  furthev  enacted,  That  the  said  | 
corporation,  hereby  created,  shall  have  full  power 
and  authority  to  fill  all  vacancies  which  may  happen  j 
in  tiieir  number;  to  make,  ordain,  and  establish,  | 
and  execute,  such  by-laws  and  ordinances  as  may 
be  deemed  useful  to  the  society,  and  the  same  to 
alter,  amend,  and  abrogate  at  pleasure;  to  make, 
have,  and  use  a commonseal,  and  the  same  to  break, 
alter,  and  renew  at  pleasure;  to  appoint  such  offi- 
oers  and  agents  as  may  be  required  for  the  ma- 
nagement of  the  concerns  of  the  said  society,  and 
U)  as.dgn  them  their  duties;  and,  generally,  to  pro- 
vide for  the  transaction  of  all  business  appertaining 
to  said  society:  Provided-,  that  no  by-law,  rule,  or 
ordinance,  of  the  said  corporation  shall  be  made  re- 
pugnautrto  the  laws  of  the  Distinct  of  Columbia.  , 

Sec.  4.  And  be  it  farther'  enacted,  That  there  shall 
be  an  annual  meeting  of  the  members  of  said  cor- 
poration, at  sLicJi  time  and  place  as  the  proper  of- 
ficers of  said  corporation  may  appoint,  in  wliich 
due  notice  shall  be  given  in  one  or  more  of  the 
newspapers  published  in  the  District  of  Columbia; 
at  which  time  and  place  the  members  present  shall 
elect  or  choose  the  officers  of  the  society,  to  serve 
for  one  year  ensuing  their  election,  and  until  others 
shall  be  elected,  and  consent  to  serve  in  their 
places;  but  the  present  officers  of  the  society  may 
serve  till  the  next  annual  meeting,  until  others  be 
appointed  or  chosen. 

Sec.  5.  And  be  it  farther  enacted,  I'hat  the  said 
corporation  shall  not  engage  in  any  banking  opera- 
tions; and  that  the  charter  hereby  granted  shall  be 
liable  to  be  amended,  altered,  or  repealed,  at  all 
times  hereafter,  by  tlie  congress  of  the  United  states^ 


Important  Law  Case. 

Norfolk,  May  26. 

Yesterday  the  hon.  St,  George  Tucker,  judge  of 
the  district  court  of  the  United  States,  pronounced 
his  decree  in  the  case  of  Don  Pablo  Chacon,  consul 
of  his  Catholic  majesty,  against  89  bales  cochineal, 
&c. 

This  case  has  excited  a much  more  than  usual 
interest  in  our  community.  Day  after  day,  during 
its  discussion,  the  court  room  was  thronged  with 
many  of  our  most  respectable  and  intelligent  citi- 
zens, zealously  attending  to  its  progress,  and  await- 
ing, with  suspense,  its  termination.  Nothing  that 
talent,  eloquence,  ingenuity,  research,  or  activity, 
could  accomplish,  was  omitted  on  either  side;  and 
the  public  expectation,  which  had  been  previously 
wrought  to  the  highest  point  by  the  novelty  and 
importance  of  the  case,  was  most  amply  satisfied 
and  fulfilled.  Mr.  Tazewell general  Taylor  oc- 
cupied, each  of  them,  twelve  hours  in  argument, 
and  gave  renewed  evidence  of  their  title  to  be 
ranked  with  the  first  orators  and  pleaders  of  their 
country. 

Information  derived  from  a legal  friend  who  at- 
tended the  court  during  the  trial,  enables  us  to 
present  our  readers  with  the  following  sketch  of 
this  interesting  case  : 

The  libellant,  the  Spanish  consul,  prayed  restitu- 
tion of  cochineal  and  other  articles,  to  the  value  of 
about  50,000  dollars,  brought  into  this  port  in 
March,  1817,  in  the  Buenos  Ayrean  armed  vessels 
Independencia  del  Sud  and  Atrevida,  and  rested 
Ifis  demand  on  several  allegations,  the  principal  of 
which  were  that  these  vessels  were  commanded  by 
citizens  of  the  United  States,  who,  by  the  laws  of 
nations  and  our  treaty  with  Spain,  could  not  take 
commissions  to  make  captures  of  Spanish  property; 
that  they  were  fitted  and  equipped  for  warlike 


I purposes,  or  augmented  in  force,  and  manned  with- 
I ill  the  Chesapeake  bay,  with  the  intent  to  commit 
I hostilities  against  the  subjects  of  his  Catholic  ma- 
|jesty.  'I'he  claimant,  Don  Diego  Chaytor,  asked  a 
decree  in  his  favor  on  the  ground,  that  the  proper- 
ty libelled  had  been  captured  by  a national  vessel 
of  ihe  United  Provinces  of  Rio  de  la  Plata,  and  not 
by  a privateer,  and  that  it  was  not  competent  to  the 
court,  for  that  reason,  to  take  cognizance  of  the 
case,  and  denied  that  the  force  of  this  vessel  had 
been  increased  within  the  United  States,  in  any 
other  way  than  by  the  enlistment  of  persons  who 
represented  themselves  to  be,  and  were  believed 
oy  him  to  be,  citizens  of  the  United  Provinces  of 
Rio  de  la  Plata,  transiently  within  the  United 
States.  The  judge  decided,  that,  as  to  the  restitu- 
lion  of  prizes,  made  in  violation  of  our  neutrality, 
there  is  no  distinction  between  public  and  private 
armed  vessels.  He  therefore,  overruled  the  objec- 
tion to  his  jurisdiction;  and  being  of  opinion,  that 
the  per^ns  enlisted  in  the  United  States  were  not 
sufficiently  proved  to  be  citizens  of  the  provinces 
of  La  Plata,  awarded  restitution  to  the  Spanish 
consul,  without  damages.  From  this  decree  the 
claimant  took  an  appeal  to  the  circuit  court,  and 
the  libellant  appealed  also  from  so  much  of  it  as 
omitted  damages,  about  30,000  dollars  in  specie 
being  alleged  to  have  been  taken  during  the  same 
cruize.  Counsel  for  the  libellant,  Tazewell,  Stan- 
nard,  district  attorney,  and  Allmand.  For  the 
ciafinant,  Taylor.  ^Herald. 


Foreign  Articles. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IRELAND. 

Edwards,  the  spy.  In  the  house  of  commons,  on 
the  2nd  of  May,  alderman  Wood  gave  a long  and 
curious  statement  of  certain  facts  that  had  happen- 
ed in  relation  to  Edwards,  on  the  preceding  day, 
being  then  the  sitting  alderman  at  Guildhall.  Se- 
ven persons,  four  of  whom  were  of  “unimpeachable 
character,”  had  appeared  before  the  alderman  to 
give  testimon}^  of  hig’h  treason  committed  by  Ed- 
wards, in  proposing  to  destroy  the  whole  house  of 
commons  when  in  session,  for  which  he  had  provid- 
ed much  curious  apparatus,  &c!  It  appears  that 
that  wretched  tool  was  beating  up  for  more  re- 
cruits to  Thistle  wood’s  party— being  paid,  perhaps, 
so  much  per  head  for  every  one  that  he  put  into 
the  road  to  a gallows!  Alderman  W ood  pledged 
himself  to  prove  by  “undisputable  evidence  that 
Edwards  was  the  sole  plotter  and  founder  of  the  Cato 
street  conspiracy^  But  the  charges  of  high  trea- 
son against  him,  being  made  for  acts  committed  out 
of  the  city  of  London,  alderman  Wood  referred  the 
witnesses  to  lord  Sidmouth,  who  replied  that,  as 
Edwards  was  liable  to  be  called  as  a witness  for  the 
crown,  it  did  not  appear  to  him  that  any  sufficient 
grounds  were  laid,  for  instituting  proceedings  against 
him!.'! 

From  this  and  other  testimony,  there  is  no 
doubt  that  Edwards  was  employed  by  the  govern- 
ment, if  not  to  originate  a project  of  assassination, 
at  least  to  urge  it  on  to  a given  point  and  implicate 
as  many  in  the  plot  as  he  could. 

It  is  probable  that  this  fellow  will  be  sent  to  the 
United  States — It  is  to  be  hoped  that  a minute  de- 
scription of  him  may  be  published,  that,  wherever 
he  goes,  he  may  be  gibbeted  by  public  opinion,  and 
receive  the  utter  contempt  which  a wretch  so  in- 
famous deserves. 

Sheffield  trade.  In  an  English  newspaper,  the 
Sheffield  J\Iercury,  of  the  22d  April,  there  is  a well 
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written  article  on  the  Sheffield  trade,  which  con- 
tains the  following  paragraph;  ^ 

“ \menca  has  long  been  one  of  the  most  import- 
ant and  valuable  markets  for  our  wares;  but  in  con- 
sequence of  their  commerce  being  frequently  in- 
teiTupted,  together  with  the  misunderstanding  and 
ruptures  tiiut  have  taken  place  between  that  coun- 
try and  this,  has  gradually  weakened  our  interests 
with  the  Americans,  and  prompted  them  to  turn 
their  attention  to  manufactures;  but  with  what  suc- 
cess I am  not  prepared  to  say,  though  it  is  evident 
they  are  purchasing  large  quantities  of  steel,  rea- 
dy prepared  for  the  hammei%  And  it  is  not  tOo 
much  to  presume,  that  more  steel  has  been  ex- 
ported to  America,  within  the  last  four  or  five  years, 
from  this  town  and  neighborhood,  than  has  been 
worked  up  in  our  own  manufactories  in  the  same 
period,  which  is  engendering  an  evil  much  to  be 
regretted  and  accounts  for  the  decline  in  the  Ame- 
rican m.arkets.  But^  in  all  probability,  the  evil  will 
not  stop  here;  as  it  is  very  obvious,  that,  as  they 
have  occasion  for  such  large  quantities  of  steel,  they 
have  artizans  to  woi'k  it  up;  and,  if  successful,  they 
will  not  long  resort  to  England  for  that  material, 
but  will  make  it  themselves;  and  this  is  more  proba- 
ble, as  the  American  government  are  about  to 
pass  some  very  restrictive  laws,  which  if  put  in 
force,  will  almost  amount  to  a complete  prohibition. 
Thus  we  have  been  preparing  the  way  to  our  owm 
ruin,  by  furnishing  them  with  the  only  article  that 
“would  have  kept  them  in  a state  of  dependence  on 
this  country  for  hardware.'’ 

SPAIN’. 

Count  Almodavar,  the  new  captain  general  of 
Valencia,  has  tendered  to  the  state  the  difference 
between  his  former  pay  and  that  to  which  he  is  now 
entitled,  to  assist  in  relieving  the  wants  of  the  na- 
tion. This  difference  is  90,000  rials  velon,  equal  to 
about  6,300  dollars,yvhich  has  been  accepted  by  the 
king.  The  rial  velon  is  about  7 cents. 

SANDWICH  ISLANDS, 

On  the  20th  ult.  we  published  a paragraph  stat- 
ing the  death  of  Tamaalimaah,  king  of  the  Sand- 
wich Islands,  and  expressed  fears  that  dissention 
would  arise  among  his  descendants,  and  thereby 
endanger  the  safety  of  tlie  American  missionaries 
who  have  sailed  for  tho.se  islands.  We  are  happy 
to  learn  that  the  captain  of  a vessel  recently  arriv- 
ed, brings  intelligence  that  the  new  king  has  been 
peaceably  and  firmly  established  in  his  authority; 
and,  what  is  most  remarkable,  that  he  has  destroy- 
ed the  idols,  and  demolished  the  Moi'ias  and  tem- 
ples of  idolatry;  that  he  was  very  desirous  mis- 
sionaries should  be  sent  to  his  islands,  and  had  re- 
quested the  captain  to  use  his  influence  that  they 
might  come  immediately.  [Bosio?t  Recorder, 

FLORIDA. 

From  St.  Augustine,  we  learn  that  an  officer  of 
the  regiment  of  Malaga  recently  struck  a soldier  of 
the  regiment  of  Catalonia,  on  which  the  latter  turn- 
ed out  en  7)iasse  to  aveng’e  their  comrade.  A great 
disturbance  took  place,  but  no  lives  were  lost;  )^et 
25  men  of  the  Catalonia  regiment  marched  off  with 
their  arms,  £tc.  for  Savannah. 


CHRONICLE. 

Our  JMeditervaneun  squadron  was  at  Mahon  on  the 
31st  of  March.  The  prohibition  issued  ag'ainstour 
ships  by  the  governor  of  Gibraltar,  had  not  been 
repealed  on  the  20th  .\pril,  says  a Norfolk  paper. 

The  Co7tq-ress  frigate  was  at  Manilla,  at  the  lat- 
ter end  of  January  last,  and  to  remain  there  some 
time.  Capt.  lienley  and  his  officers  and  crew  were 
in  fine  health. 


IVilliwn  Logauy  Esq.  a senator  of  the  U.  States, 
for  Kentucky,  has  resigned  his  seat  in  that  body,  in 
consequence  of  being  a candidate  for  the  office  of 
governor  at  the  ensuing  election  in  that  state.  He 
has  published  an  address  to  the  people  on  the  occa- 
sion, in  which  he  says:  “To  hold  this  office  longei'j, 
while  occupying  the  contested  grou’.id  of  a candi- 
date in  the  state  foranother — the  highest  trust  with- 
in your  gift — to  say  nothing  of  the  principle,  does 
not  comport  with  my  feelings  and  native  pride,-^’ 

Horrid  affair.  Froin  a JVero-York paper  of  Tue^^ 
day  last.  It  will  be  recollected  by  many  of  our 
readers  that  during  the  late  war  with  England,  the 
pilot  boat  Patriot  was  despatched  to  Charleston 
for  the  purpose  of  bringing  to  this  city  Mrs.  Jlllstony 
lady  of  the  then  governor  of  South  Carolina,  and 
daughter  of  colonel  Burr,  formerly  vice  president 
of  the  United  States.  Mrs.  Allston  was  in  a deli- 
cate state  of  health  at  the  time,  and  unable  to  tra- 
vel by  kind.  'J\mothy  Greene,  Esq.  of  this  city,  an 
intimate  friend  of  governor  Allston’s  family,  pro- 
ceeded to  Charleston  in  the  pilot  bout,  forthe  pur- 
pose of  accompanying  Mrs.  A.  on  the  voyage. 
From  the  time  they  embarked  and  sailed  from 
Charleston,  no  tidings  whatever  had  ever  been  heard 
of  the  vessel  or  any  one  on  board.  It  was  at  first 
supposed  that  the  vessel  must  have  been  captured 
by  a British  cruiser;  but  after  a lapse  of  time,  that 
hope  was  abandoned.  Notwithstanding  the  weather 
was  mild  and  favorable  for  several  days  after  the 
vessel  left  Charleston,  and  sucli  as  to  render  her 
loss  mysterious  up  to  the  present  time,  no  other 
idea  of  the  melancholy  circumstance  had  prevailed 
than  that  the  vessel  must  have  foundered  at  sea,  or 
run  under  during  a chase. 

But  the  mystery  is  at  length  developed — for  the 
honor  of  human  nature  it  v/ere  to  be  wished  that 
the  facts  had  never  been  revealed,  and  that  the  fol- 
lowing horrible  tale  had  been  buried  with  the 
wretches  who  told  it. 

A gentleman  recently  from  New-Orleans,  has 
communicated  to  a friend  of  the  family  of  the  late 
Mr.  Greene,  that  two  of  the  pi>ai;e5f,  lately  sentenced 
to  suffer  death  at  New-Orleans,  confessed  that  they 
composed  part  of  the  crew  of  the  above  pilot  boat 
Patriot!  that  after  being  at  sea  two  or  three  days, 
and  near  the  sliore,  they  rose  upon  the  captain  and 
passengers,  and  confined  them  below — when  they 
stood  close  in  shove,  and  after  plundering  the  pas- 
sengers of  a considerable  sum  of  money  and  plate, 
belonging  mostly  to  Mrs.  Allston,  they  launched 
the  boat  and  scuttled  the  vessel,  which  soon  filled 
and  went  down,  with  the  unfortunate  inmates  con- 
fined below  ! The  dreadful  tragedy  was  performed 
in  the  dead  of  night.  These  wretches  succeeded 
in  reaching  the  shore  with  the  boat,  and  had  thus 
far  escaped  detection  and  punishment  of  this  horri- 
ble crime. 

Western  road,  Abner  Laoock,  David  Shriver, 
jun.  and  William  McRee,  have  been  appointed 
commissioners,  for  laying  out  the  continuation  of 
the  great  road  from  Wheeling,  to  the  left  bank  of 
the  Mississippi,  pursuant  to  a late  act  of  congress. 

Salt.  In  consequence  of  the  opening  of  the  mid- 
dle section  of  the  great  canal  in  New  York,  Oiion- 
dago  salt  now  sells  at  150  cents  per  barrel  at  Utica. 
It  was  previously  considered  cheap  at  ih'ce  dol- 
lars5 

Republican  sentiment!  Gen.  Quiroga,  the  de- 
liverer of  Spain,  enrolled  himself  as  a private  soldier 
of  the  militia  of.  Cadiz,  under  the  appellation  of 
The  editor  of  the  Boston  Gazette  is  quite 
angry  at  him  for  this,  and  says  it  has  “a  little  too 
touch  qM  tha  slang,  of  dcr/jgcracy— tliat  Hites,  orders 
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and  degrees  are  absolutely  essential  to  the  maintenance 
of  1LYKU.T  goveryimentf'*  So — so; — a printer,  for  in- 
stance,  migiit  be  called  lord  Lamp-black — a lawyer, 
duke  of  Quirks — a physician,  prince  of  gally^potSf 
2tc.  &c. 

The  U.  S.  loan  for  1820,  of  two  millions,  has  been 
wholly  taken  by  the  bank  of  the  U.  States,  at  two 
per  cent.  prem.  the  loan  to  bear  an  interest  of  six 
per  cent,  per  annum.  The  amount  offered  at  vari- 
ous rates  above  par,  but  not  “so  favorable”  as  that 
by  the  bank,  was  nearly  six  millions. 

Maine.  John  Holmes,  Esq.  and  g^eneral  John 
Chandler,  have  been  elected  senators  of  the  United 
States,  from  the  state  of  Maine. 

In  the  legislature  of  Maine,  the  salary  of  the  go- 
vernor has  been  reduced  from  ^1500  to  §1300  per 
annum — that  of  the  chief  justice  of  the  supreme 
court  has  been  raised  from  1800  to  2000;  attorney 
general  reduced  from  lOOO  to  800;  secretary  of 
state,  treasurer  and  adjutant  general,  each  reduced 
from  900  to  700.  Different  members  have  signi- 
fied their  intention  of  moving  for  a reconsideration 
of  the  votes  by  which  the  salaries  have  been  al- 
tered. 

The  committee  on  banks  and  banking  have  been 
instructed  to  enquire  into  the  expediency  of  direct- 
ing bank  corporations  to  make  their  semi-annual 
returns  to  the  government  and  council  of  Maine,  to 
have  their  specie  capital  exclusively  in  their  oxun 
vaidts;  oj  making  the  private  property  of  their  stock- 
holders at  all  times  liable  to  the  payment  oj  corporate 
debts,  -where  corporate  property  sufficient  cannot  be 
found;  and  of  prescribing  a penalty  on  banks  to  issue 
-when  arid  so  long  as  they  have  not  respectively  in  their 
vaults,  at  least  one  half  of  their  capital  stock  in  specie, 
and  of  making  any  furtiier  provisions  as  to  the  du- 
ties of  such  corporations,  with  leave  to  report. 

At  a late  military  festival  at  Portland,  the  follow- 
ing toast  was  given  by  gov.  King: 

‘‘The  militia  of  our  state — Ours,  for  drill  and  dis- 
cipline— our  country’s  for  defence.” 

[Gov.  King,  then  gen.  King,  it  will  be  recollected, 
was  thought  by  the  government  of  Massachusetts, 
during  tire  war,  as  almost  guilty  of  a sort  of  high 
treason  to  tlib'  “nation  of  New  England,”  for  or 
ganizing  certain  volunteer  corps  for  “our  coun- 
try’s defence.” 

Arms  of  Maine.  The  following  is  a description 
of  the  device,  See.  of  the  new  seal  and  arms  of 
Maine: — 

A shield,  argent,  charg-ed  with  a pine  tree:  a 
moose  deer,  at  the  foot  of  it  recumbent.  Support- 
ers, on  dexter  side,  an  husbandman,  resting  on  a 
scythe;  on  the  sinister  side,  a seaman,  resting  on  an 
anchor.  In  the  fore  ground,  representing  land  and 
sea,  and  under  the  shield,  the  name,  .Maine. — The 
v/iiole  surmounted  by  a crest,  the  north  star. — The 
motto,  in  a label, 

“Dirigo,”  [I  guide.] 

The  emblems,  &c.  are  ver}^  appropriate,  and  a 
full  description  of  them  has  appeared  in  the  Portland 
papers.  The  pine  tree  of  New  England,  particu- 
larly of  Maine,  has  long  been  celebrated  for  its  ma- 
jestic height,  erect  form,  ample  size,  and  useful- 
ness. One  of  our  revolutionary  poets,  in  an  address 
to  the  king  of  England,  thus  alludes  to  it: 

“E’en  the  tall  mast  which  bears  your  flag  on  high. 
Grew  on  our  soil  and  ripen’d  in  our  sky.” 

The  moose  deer  is  also  appropriate  to  Maine. 
This  useful  and  harmless  native  of  her  immense 
forests,  when  of  full  growth,  is  scarcely  inferior  in 


size  to  a horse,  being  found  to  be  seventeen  hands 
high,  and -weighing  1200  lbs. 

The  north  star  points  to  the  geographical  situa- 
tion held  by  Maine,  as  a member  of  the  federal  con- 
stellation. The  husbandman  and  the  seaman,  rkecd 
no  particular  description  to  tho.se  who  know  how 
essentially  she  is  agricultural  and  commercial. 

Massachusetts.  Elijah  Mills,  esq.  has  been  cho- 
son  a senator  of  the  United  States  from  Massachu- 
setts, vice  Mr.  Mellen,  resigned;  and  also  for  six 
years  from  the  4th  of  March  next,  when  Mr.  M’ii 
time  of  service  would  have  expired. 

Connecticut.  The  demands  upon  the  treasury 
of  this  state,  for  the  ordinary  expenses  of  the  pre- 
sent year,  it  is  estimated  will  fall  short  of  eighty 
thousand  dollars!  Not  much,  then,  will  be  wasted. 
The  principal  of  the  school  fund  is  §1,700,000; 
yielding  an  interest,  at  present,  of  §60,000;  which 
will  be  increased. 

Election  expenses.  One  of  the  last  acts  of  the  le- 
gislature of  Connecticut,  was  the  passing  of  areso* 
lution  prohibiting  in  future  the  customary  dinner 
to  the  clergy  at  the  public  expense.  The  go- 
vernor’s guards,  also,  have  usually  been  furnished 
on  that  day  with  a public  dinner.  This  too  is  abo- 
lished. 

State  prisox. — To  the  honorable  judges  of  the 
court  of  Oyer  and  Terminer,  for  the  city  and  county 
of  Philadelphia. 

The  grand  jury  having  been  engaged  in  the  ex- 
amination of  a homicide,  committed  within  the 
bounds  of  the  prison,  and  having  visited  that  insti- 
tution, deem  it  their  especial  duty  to  state,  that  470 
convicts  are  now  confined  in  the  Walnut  street 
apartment,  and  250  untried  prisoners  in  the  Prune 
street  apartment.  That,  although  much  attention 
is  paid  to  cleanliness,  and  every  thing  done  that 
might  be  expected  from  faithful,  active  and  vigi- 
lant officers,  yet,  from  the  nature  of  the  building, 
it  is  known  that  prisoners  are  indiscriminately  as- 
sembled together  without  regard  to  age  and  crime. 
The  young  offender,  whose  sense  of  propriety  so- 
litude might  restore,  is  utterly  lost  by  unceasing 
lessons  from  the  worst  of  men;  and  the  old  con- 
vict, by  his  associations  day  and  night,  is  literally 
prevented  from  reffection.  These  are,  indeed, 
evils  which  have  been  long  felt,  often  complained 
of,  yet  unremoved.  Additional  motives  now  pre- 
sent themselves.  The  unusual  increase  of  crimes, 
the  number  of  daring  and  desperate  men  who  are 
confined,  and  the  want  of  employment,  which  here- 
tofore assisted  in  their  discipline,  have  not,  without 
reason,  created  alarm  for  the  security  of  the  pri- 
son. Since  the  revolt  of  the  prisoners  much  lias 
been  done  towards  safety,  and  it  is  hoped  with  ef- 
fect. But  since  the  evil  is  every  day  increasing 
with  the  increase  of  crime,  surely  it  is  time  that 
something  was  commenced,  if  not  to  carry  into  ef- 
fect our  humane  criminal  code  by  snch  solitary  im- 
prisonment as  would  reform  the  life  of  the  crimi- 
nal, at  least  to  afford  subordination  and  ample  secu- 
rity. The  punishment  of  confinement  for  offences, 
to  produce  reformation  in  the  dp^inquent,  must  be 
solitary,  and  hjs  person  su-secure  that  escape  is 
hopeless.  These  ends  cannot  be  obtained  by  the 
present  state  and  construction  of  the  prison.  The 
grand  jury,  therefore,  hope  the  honorable  court 
will  join  them  in  recommending  this  subject  to  the 
immediate  attention  of  those  bodies,  to  whom  it 
properly  belongs. 

RICHARD  HENS  HAW,  Foreman. 
Rt.  A.  Caldcleugh,  Secretary. 
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Independence.  Tuesday  next  is  the  anniversary 
of  the  time  when  it  pleased  the  Almighty,  that  a 
great  nation  should  commence  its  career  of  virtu- 
ous liberty  and  happy  independence.  Public  opi- 
nion was  prepared  for  an  act  declaring  that  the 
United  Colonies  of  Amei’ica  owed  no  allegiance  to 
the  king  of  Great  Britain — yet  tliere  was  something 
so  sublime  and  awful  in  thus  rending  the  bonds 
between  us  and  the  mother  country,  that  few  per- 
sons, though  rejoicing  in  the  new  order  of  things, 
were  without  some  secret,  fearful  apprehension  of 
tlie  result:  but  tliey  “counted  the  cost  of  the  con- 
test and  found  nothing  so  dreadful  as  voluntary 
slavery;”  and,  relying  “on  the  protection  of  liivine 
Providence”  they  pledged  their  lives,  their  for 
tunes  and  their  sacred  honor,  to  maintain  that  con- 
test to  a successful  issue.  I hey  succeeded,  and 
we  are  now  reaping  the  fruits  of  their  dangers, 
toils  and  sufferings.  The  tree  of  liberty  was  plant- 
ed in  anxiety,  Watered  vvith  tears  and  nurtured 
with  blood' — but,  guarded,  by  valor,  it  fiouidshed — 
and  “its  leaves  are  for  the  healing  of  nations.” 

“Lo,  this!  we  have  searched  if— so  it  is; 

Hear  it,  and  know  thou  it  for  tliy  good.” 

Nearly  all  the  great  actors  in  1776,  have  made 
their  exit  to  “another  and  a better  world;”  but  some 
Venerable  men  yet  remain  to  bless  our  land  with 
their  presence  and  point  the  path  to  political  rec- 
titude. Among  these,  John  Adams  and  Thomas  Jef- 
Jerson  stand  pre-eminent;  the  first,  as  the  only  sur- 
vivor of  such  as  carried  the  spirit  of  Massachusetts 
into  the  national  congress;  and  indignantly  urged 
violated  rights  to  justify  an  assumption  of  inde- 
pendence; Iheother,  as  bringing  a similar  spirit  from 
Virginia,  and  for  being  the  author  of  the  declaration 
— both,  as  being  members  of  the  noble  committee 
who  reported  it  to  their  illustrious  brethren,  the 
representativesofthe  American  people;  disavowed, 
indeed,  by  the  king  and  his  agents  and  officers,  but 
precious  to  humanity  and  immortalized  in  the  re- 
membrance of  the  friends  of  freedom. 

Though  we  have  made  some  abberations  from 
the  republican  simplicity  and  honest  zeal  for  the 
welfare  of  the  nation,  which  existed  in  those  days, 
chiefly  perhaps,  by  the  acquisition  of  wealth  and 
consequent  growth  of  luxury  and  extravagance, — 
still  we  have  much  to  gladden  the  heart  of  the  pa- 
triotand  convince  the  judgment^  of  the  benefits  of  a 
free,  federal,  representative  government.  It  istrue, 
that  men  invested  even  with  delegated  power,  have 
sometimes  forgotten  right;  that  many  have  pursued 
their  own  interested  views  to  the  detriment  of  their 
country,  and  some  chicanery  and  corruption  has  pre- 
vailed. I’hese  things  must  happen  until  “angels  in 
the  form  of  men  shall  condescend  to  govern  us” — 
but  we  have  a corrective  which  no  other  people  pos- 
sesses, in  the  force  of  public  opinion  and  the  power  of 
the  ballot;  things  of  inestimable  value  and  deposited 
in  safe  hands,  until  society  is  its  own  worst  enemy. 

We  have  had  days  of  prosperity  and  seasons  of 
adversity;  we  have  borne  the  latter  much  better 
than  the  former.  When  dangers  pressed,  the  peo- 
ple were  alive  to  their  interests  and  surmounted 
every  difficulty:  but  in.  a state  of  ease  and  seem- 
ing security,  these  interests  were  neglected  until 
' improvidence  dissipated  apathy  by  suffiei’ing.  As 
among  the  several  cases  of  this  sort  which  have  hap- 1 
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pened  since  the  adoption  of  the  constitution— we  may 
observe;  thatabf)ut  three  years  ago,  congress  and  the 
executive'did  not  seem  to  know  what  to  do  with  the 
revenue,  nothing  like  a party  feeling  wasknown  and 
sectional  differences  had  disappeared; — now  we  are 
borrowing  money  for  the  support  of  government, 
powerful  parties  are  again  contending,  and  sectional 
differences,  on  two  great  questions,  prevad  more 
dangerously  than  ever  they  did  before.  Good  may 
grow  out  of  these  evils — economy,  public  ai^d  pri- 
vate, will  become  the  order  of  the  day,  and  the  ap- 
parently increased  necessity  of  a good  understand- 
ing between  the  several  parts  and  diffei’ent  interests 
of  the  nation  at  large,  will  produce  a spirit  of  con- 
ciliation, a willingness  to  g’ive  up  some  particular 
feeling  or  special  interest  for  the  good  of  the  whole, 
which  mast  strengthen  the  confederacy  instead 
of  relaxing  its  bonds,  as  some  have  apprehended 
was  about  to  happen  from  our  late  conflicts  of  opi- 
nion, on  certain  weighty  matters. 

It  is  the  great  merit  of  our  system  of  government 
that  even  positive  evils  may  be  productive  of  be- 
nefits—-a  conditioiL-that  belongs  to  no  other  tliat 
we  know  of,  unless  brought  about  by  “treason,  re  - 
hellion  and  revolution,”  to  affect  principle  o!  g 
vernment.  Our  principle  is,  that  every  man  is  j-e- 
sponsible  to  the  law,  that  the  law  is  subject  to  the 
cnnstitution,  that  the  latter  depends  on  the  will  of 
the  people,  freely  expressed — it  being  establislied 
that  a majority  shall  govern.  Far  be  it  from  me 
to  say  that  our  constitution  is  perfect; — it  is  not  in 
the  nature  of  things  that  either  the  constitution,  or 
its  sovereign,  (the  deliberate  public  will,)  should  be 
in  all  things  I'ight,  as  tested  by  experience;  but  the 
power  to  amend  v/hat  proves  to  be  wrong  is  re- 
tained, and  it  is  natural  that  we  should  seek  our 
own  interest.  In.  doing  this,  we  may  sometimes 
be  called  upon  to  find  fault,  to  reprove,  to  instruct — 
these  are  irksome  duties;  but  the  right  of  com- 
plaint is  inherent  in  the  aggrieved,  and  the  power 
of  government  is  vested  by  our  laws  in  the  wishes 
of  the  governed.  One  man  therefore,  goes  out 
of  office  and  another^comes  in,  without  the  lea^t  ef- 
fect on  what  are  universally  admitted  to  be  funda- 
mental principles,  though  a difference  of  opinion 
may  exist  us  to  their  administration — and,  to  the  na- 
tion, it  matters  not  the  value  of  a straw,  whether  a 
“red  rose”  or  a “white  rose”  is  the  badge  of  the 
power  which  they  themselves  have  delegated. 

These  are  blessings  never  sufficiently  to  be  es- 
teemed—the  season  is  happy  for  calling  them  to 
remembrance.  May  all  of  us  recollect  them  when 
engagedin  our  national  festivity,  and  warmly  feel 
that  we  are  men,  who  acknowledge  no  superior,  ex- 
cept of  superior  virtue  or  intelligence;  and  call  to 
mind,  that  it  is  only  to  the  throne  of  the  “sovereign 
of  nations”  that  a free  republican  should  bow  him- 
self. Then  shall  we  be  invigorated  to  pursue  a 
good  conduct,  and  our  country  profit  from  our  pure 
vows  offered  on  “the  altar  of ’76”— the  gathering- 
place  ofemancipatedmillions,where  the  political  ark 
rests  resplendent  with  political  triith,  having  public 
morals  and  private  worth  for  its  base,  and  standing 
on  the  great  first  principle,  “that  all  men  are  cie- 
ated  free  and  equal,  and  endowed  by  their  Creator 
with  certain  natural  and  unalterable  rights;  among 
whieh  are  life,  liberty  and  the  pmsuit  ofl-appiucss.  ’ 
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United  States’  Loan — 18S0. 

We  have  collected  and  published  below,  the  seve- 
ral articles  belong'ing  to  the  loan  of  two  millions 
_just  effected  by  the  United  States,  and  added 
thereto  a paragraph  from  a Philadelphia  paper, 
and  the  prices  current  of  the  6 per  cent,  stocks 
at  New-Yorl^  Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  to  af- 
ford a complete  view  of  the  subject — and  some 
renvirks. 

act  to  authorise  the  president  of  the  United  Slates 
to  borroiv  a suniy  not  exceeding  three  millions  of  dol- 
lars. 

Be  it  enacted  by  the  senate  and  house  of  representa- 
tives of  the  United  Slates  of  Americay  in  congress  as- 
sembledy  That  the  president  of  the  United  States 
be,  and  he  is  hereby,  empowered  to  borrow  ou  the 
credit  of  tlie  Uifited  States,  a sum  not  exceeding 
three  millions  of  dollars,  at  a rate  of  interest,  paya- 
ble quarter  yearly,  not  exceeding  five  per  centum 
per  uniuun,and  reimbursable,  at  the  will  of  the  go- 
ver-nmentj  at  any  time  aflerthe  first  day  of  January, 
one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two;  or  at  a 
rate  of  interest,  payable  in  like  manner,  not  exceed- 
ing six  per  centum  per  annum,  and  reimbursable 
at  the  pleasure  of  the  United  States;  to  be  applied, 
in  addition  to  the  moneys  now  in  the  treasury,  or 
which  may  be  received  therein  from  other  sources, 
during  the  present  year,  to  defray  any  of  the  pub- 
lic expenses  whidi  are,  or  may  be,  antliorised  by 
law.  The  stock  thereby  created  shall  be  transfera- 
ble in  the  same  manner  as  is  provided  by  law  for 
the  transfer  of  the  public  debt. 

Sec.  2.  A)id  be  it  further  enacted.  That  it  shall  be 
lawful  for  the  bank  of  the  United  States  to  lend 
the  said  sum,  or  any  part  thereof;  and  it  is  hereby 
further  declared,  that  it  shall  be  deemed  a good 
execution  of  the  said  power  to  borrow,  for  the  se- 
cretai’y  of  the  treasury,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
president  of  the  United  States,  to  cause  to  be  con- 
stituted certificates  of  stock,  signed  by  the  register 
of  the  treasury,  or  by  a commissioner  of  loans,  for 
the  sum  to  be  borrowed,  or  for  any  part  thereof, 
bearing  an  interest  of  five  per  centum  per  annum, 
transferable  and  reimbursable  as  aforesaid,  and  to 
cause  the  said  certificates  of  stock  to  be  sold : Pro- 
•videdy  That  no  stock  be  sold  under  par. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted.  That  the  secre- 
tary of  the  treasury  be,  and  he  is  hereby,  authoris- 
ed, with  the  approbation  of  the  president  of  the 
United  States,  to  employ  an  agent,  or  agents,  for 
the  purpose  of  obtaining  subscriptions  to  the  loan 
authorised  by  this  act,  or  of  selling  any  part  of  the 
stock  to  be  created  by  virtue  thereof.  A commis- 
sion, not  exceeding  one-eighth  of' one  per  cent,  on 
the  amount  thus  sold,  or  for  which  subscriptions 
shall  have  been  thus  obtained,  may,  by  tlie  secreta- 
ry of  the  treasury,  be  allowed  to  such  agent  or 
agents;  and  a sum,  not  exceeding  four  thousand 
dollars  to  be  paid  out  of  any  moneys  in  the  treasu- 
ry, not  otherwise  appropi’iated,  is  hereby  appropri- 
ated for  that  object,  and  also  for  defraying  the  ex- 
penses of  printing  and  issuing  the  subscription  cer- 
tificates, and  certificates  of  stock,  and  other  expen- 
ses iiL'ident  to  the  due  execution  of  this  act. 

Sec.  4.  Jlnd  be  it  further  enacted,  'Phat  so  much  of 
the  funds  constituting  the  annual  appropriation  of 
ten  millions  of  dollars,  for  the  payment  of  the  prin- 
cipal and  interest  of  the  public  debt  of  the  United 
States,  as  may  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  after 
satisfying  the  sums  necessaiy  for  the  payment  of  the 
interest,  and  of  such  part  of  the,  principal,  of  the 
said  debt,  as  the  United  States  are  now  pledged 
annually  to  pay  or  reimburse,  is  hereby  pledged  and 


appropriated  for  the  payment  of  the  interest,  ami 
for  the  reimbursement  of  the  princijial,  of  the  stock 
which  may  be  created  by  virtue  of  this  act.  It 
shall,  accordingly,  bedhe  duty  of  the  commissioners 
of  the  sinking  fund  to  cause  to  be  applied  and  paid 
out  of  the  said  fund,  yearly,  such  sum  and  sums  as 
may  annually  be  necessary  to  discharge  the  inter- 
est accruing  on  the  said  stock,  and  to  reimburse 
the  principal,  as  the  same  may  become  due,  and 
may  be  discharged,  in  conformity  with  the  terms 
of  the  lo.an.  And  they  are  further  authorised  to 
apply,  from  time  to  time,  such  sum  or  sums,  out  of 
the  said  fund,  as  they  may  think  proper,  towards 
discharging,  by  purchase,  and  at  a price  not  above 
par,  the  principal  of  tiie  said  stock,  or  any  part 
tliereof.  And  the  faith  of  the  United  States  is  here- 
by pledged  to  establish  sufficient  revenues  for 
making  up  any  deficiency  that  may  hereafter  take 
place  in  the  funds  hereby  appropriated  for  paying 
the  said  intere.st  and  jji  incipal  sums,  or  any  of  themy 
in  manner  aforesaid. 

H.  CLAY, 

Speaker  of  the  house  of  reDresentatives', 
JOHN  GaIlLARD, 
President  of  the  senate,  pro  tempore.- 
Washington,  Mav  15,  1820.  Approved, 

JAMES  MONROE. 

Tueasurt  De?artmenf,  19^A  A'lay,  1820. 

JSTotice.  In  pursuance  of  powers  which  have  been 
vested  in  the  secretary  of  the  treasury,  under  the 
act  of  congress  authorising  the  president  of  the 
United  States  to  borrow  a sum  not  exceed’oig  three 
millions  of  dollars,  approved  the  15th  instant,  pro- 
posals will  be  received  at  the  treasury,  at  any  time 
before  the  22vd  day  of  June  next,  for  any  sum  not 
exceeding  in  the  whole  two  millions  of  dollars. 

The  proposals  must  state  the  amotmt  to  be  Ioan= 
ed;‘the  rate,  not  below  par,  at  which  stock,  bearing 
interest  at  the  rate  of  six  per  cent,  per  annum,  pay- 
able quarter  yearly,  and  redeemable  at  the  will  of 
the  government,  will  be  received;  the  instalments 
by  which  the  payment  will  be  made;  and  the  place 
where  the  money  will  be  paid — but  in  all  cases  it 
must  be  paid  into  the  bank  of  the  United  States  or 
its  offices.  Upon  a failure  to  pay  any  instalment  at 
the  time  stipulated,  the  instalment  immediately  pre- 
ceding shall  be  forfeited  to  the  use  of  the  United 
States.  Scrip  certificates  will  be  issued  by  the 
cashiers  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States  and  of  its 
offices,  respectively,  where  the  payments  shall  be 
made,  to  the  persons  by  whom  they  are  made — 
upon  which  certificates  .shall  be  endorsed  the  pay- 
ment of  each  successive  instalment.  The  said  cer- 
tificates will  be  assignable  by  endorsement  and  de- 
livery, and  will  be  funded  at  the  loan  office  in  the 
state  where  the  payments-  shall  have  been  made 
by  issue  of  stock  of  the  above  descriptions,  to  the 
amount  to  which  the  several  parties  may  be  en- 
titled, according  to  the  rates-wt wfiich  it  may  be 
receivable.  If  any  sum  in  addition  to  the  two  mil- 
lions of  dollars  contemplated  in  this  notice  shall  be 
obtained  upon  stock  bearing  an  interest  of  six  per 
cent,  per  annum,  under  the  authority  of  the  said 
act,  the  parties  to  the  said  loan  of  two  millions 
sliall  have  a right  to  advance  the  same  upon  the 
terms  and  conditions  of  that  loan. 

WM.  H.  CRAWFORD, 
Secretary  of  the  treasury.. 

From  the  JVational  Intelligencer  of  June  23. 

The  loan  for  182(A— The  time  for  receiving  pro- 
posals  for  the  six  per  cent,  loan  of  two  millions  ex- 
pired on  Wednesday.  The  offer  of  the  bank  of  the 
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United  States  was  two  per  cent*,  premium  upon  the 
whole  loan,  being'  tlie  most  favorable,  has  been  ac* 
cepted.  The  whole  amount  which  was  offered 
above  par,  was  nearly  six  millions.  The  premium 
on  this  loan  would,  doubtless,  have  been  much 
greater,  but  for  the  uncertainty  as  to  the  term  of 
its  duration,  it  being  redeemable  at  the  pleasure 
of  the  government. 

(j^From  H Philadelphia  paper  of  .tune  24. 

Tlie  city  loan  of  30,000  dollars,  at  six  per  cent 
interest,  was  taken  up  on  Thursday  last,  at  a pre- 
mium of  5 to  6 per  cent. 

Prices  of  U.  S.  six  per  cent,  stocks— ‘.tune  23» 

At  New  York  war  loans,  6 jier  Cents.  103  1-2  105  1-2  div.  qp. 

riiiiaildpliia  do.  do.  ]p6  lOft  3-4 

Baltimore  do.  do.  ^ 106  106  1-2 

It  is  not  said  whether,  in  the  prices  quoted  at 
Philadelphia  and  Baltimore,  the  dividend  was  “sff’^^ 
or  “on,”  but  we  presume  the  latter.*yet,  as  the  inte- 
rest is  payable  quarterly,  that  which  had  accrued 
must  have  been  less  than  150  cents  on  ^100 — the  fair 
price  then  of  the  lowest  rates  given  was  at  least  4^ 
per  cent,  above  par,  the  dividend  off. 

The  difference  of  rates  arises  from  the  various 
periods  at  which  the  different  issues  of  6 per  cent, 
stocks  are  reimbursable:  thus,  the  stocks  of  1812 
are  payable  in  1825;  those  of  1813,  in  1826;  those  of 
1814,  in  1817;  those  of  1815,  in  1828.  Such  as  are 
payable  at  the  most  distant  periods  are  preferred; 
but  ill  Baltimore,  however,  the  difference  in  the 
price  of  the  several  stocks  was  only  one  half  of  one 
per  cent,  and  in  Philadelphia,  the  seat  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States,  no  more  tlian  three  fourths  of 
one  per  cent,  or,  in  other  words,  the  least  desirable 
of  the  6 per  cent,  war  loans  was  more  than  4|  per 
cent,  above’par,  exclusive  of  dividend.  Yet  the 
two  million  loan  was  sold  at  Pbiladelpliia  for  two 
per  cent,  above  par — but,  as  the  ^^JVaiional  Intelii- 
observes,  it  is  probable  that  the  premium 
on  this  loan  “would  have  been  much  greater,  but 
for  the  uncertainty  of  the  term  of  its  duration,  it 
being  redeemable  at  the  pleasure  of  the  govern- 
ment,” The  difference,  nevertheless,  between  2 
per  cent,  premium,  the  amount  received,  and 
wb'ch  was  the  current  advance  of  the  6 per  cenU 
stocks,  is  fftp  thousand  dollar^ — and  this,  we  think, 
might  have  been  saved  with  a little  more  frankness 
and  precision,  as  there  never  was  a time  in  the 
United  States  when  so  much  money  was  seeking  a 
safe  investment. 

Those  who  are  curious  in  these  things  will  do 
Well  to  refer  to  the  report  of  the  committee  of  ways 
and  means,  asking  for  a loan,  inserted  in  pages  141, 
142  and.  143  of  the  present  volume;  to  which  never- 
theless,  some  of  that  committee  objected — for  Mr. 
Trimble,  whose  speech  we  have  before  us,  very  se- 
verely attacked  that  report,  and  shewed,  we  think, 
that  it  contained  many  important  errors  and  falla- 
cious calculations,  which  it  may  be  our  duty  hereaf- 
ter to  compare  with  facts.  The  report,  however, 
maintains  the  idea  that, after  using  all  the  surplus  of 
the  sinking  fund  (g2, 288,497)  a loan  of  tsvo  millions 
would  be  sufficient  to  meet  the  current  expenses  of 
the  year  1820;  but  congress  thoiiglit  differently, 
and  passed  a law.  to  authorise  the  borrowing  of 
three  millions.  For  1821,  after  too  much  calcula- 
tion, and  again  appropi'iating  the  surplus  of  the 
sinking  fund  in  that  year,  tlie  report  shews  a small 
balance  of  estiraatedreceipts  over  estimated  expen- 
ditures; yet  it  seems  as  if  almost  universally  agreed 
that  we  must  also  borrow  money  in  the  said  y^r. 
The  sum  of  10,000,000  is  solemnly  pledged  every 
year  forthe  payment  of  the  principalfand  interest  of  j 
the  public  debt — this  is  called  the  “sinking  fund;”  ■ 
but  in  the  years  1821,  ’22,  ’23,  and ’24,  as  none  efthe  ! 


principal  of  our  debt  is  redeemable,  except  -^ome 
fragments  of  the  “deferred  stock,”  the  surplus  in 
these  years  will  average  about  ^4, 700, 000  a year. 
We  see  that  this  surpl’.is  in  1821  is  already  given 
up  for  the  use  of  the  year,  thou.gh  the  committee 
“deprecate  a recurrence”  to  an  invasion  of  the 
sinking  fund;  so  that,  if  thereafter  the  fund, remains 
untouched,  the  aggregate  surplusses  for  the  years 
’22  ’23  and  ’24  may  amount  to  14,100,000;  but  in 
1825,  the  sum  of  ^18,870,405  of  the  principal  of 
the  debt  is  redeemable,  and  in  1826,  22,357,368: 
making  together  ^41,227,773 

Deduct  the  surplusses  of  1822, 

’23,  and  24  14,100,000 

Deduct  whole  amount  of  the 
sinking  fund  for  the  years 
1825  and  1826,  ov'er  the 
amount  to  be  paid  for  inte^ 
res/— about  11,500,000 

— 25,600,000 


Deficiency  15,627,773 

And  the  loan  of  two  millions  just  now  contract- 
ed  for,  and  otliers  that  may  be  authorized,  must  ei- 
ther be  really  added  to  the  deficiency,  or  thrown 
back  to  a more  remote  period  of  payment;  so  that 
we  cannot  expect  to  pay  our  debts  without  making 
new  ones^ — withput  “robbing  Peter  to  pay  Paul.’’ 

To  revert  to  the  two  million  loan.  The  commit- 
tee,  in  offering  the  bill  to  autliorize  it  (see  page 
142)  said— “they  had  only  to  clioose  between  a 
loan  of  a temporary  character  or  one  oi'  Longer  dura- 
tion. They  have  preferred  the  latter,  because  it 
carries  the  :ime  beyond  that  in  xohich  other  debts  are 
payable,  and  because  it  is  believed  that  tlie  loan 
will  thereby  Yse  obtained  on  decidedly  better  terms 
than  on  one  of  a shorter  duration.”  We  are  sorry 
to  admit  tliat  there  is  no  definite  idea  expre.ssed 
here — the  real  meaning  is  uncertain,  as  is  too  much 
the  case  in  official  papers  in  many  countries,  and 
whicliso  often  have  baffled  and  offended  the  reasoTi 
of  plain  unsophisticatedrepubiicans,  opposed  to  that 
sort  of  policy  which  deems  it  expedient  to  say 
something  which  may  mean  any  thing  or  nothing; 
like  certain  editorial  paragraphs  that  at  times  ap- 
pear in  sorsje  of  our  newspapers.  The  idea  is  ge- 
nerally held  out  that  this  loan  may  soon  be  retired; 
yet  considerable  duration  is  recommended,  that  it 
may  be  obtained  on  more  favorable  terms!  Might 
not  the  committee,  who  have  calculated  some  things 
several  years  a-head,  as  well  have  calculated  the 
period  of  this  loan,  leaving  it  still  open  to  be  re- 
deemed at  pleasure  by  the  United  States.?  If  they 
had  done  so,  it  is  very  probable  that  the  50,000  dol- 
lars before  mentioned  would  have  been  added  to 
the  available  resources  of  the  government. 

The  whole  circumstances  of  the  case  with  the 
present  prospects  of  our  revenue  and  expenditure, 
forbid  the  idea  that  this  loan  will  be  speedily  paid  oft* 
—though,  by  the  “chapter  qf  accidents,”  a general 
war  in  Europe,  or  something  else  that  will  resusci- 
tate our  commerce,  it  may  be  paid  in  1822;  and  pos- 
sibly in  that  year  without  a reliance  on  foreign 
events,  (to  be  re-borrowed  however,  and  more,  in 
1825,)  if  any  thing  is  done  which,  by  reviviitg  na- 
tional industry,  may  enable  the  people  to  purchase 
taxed  goods,  and  pay  for  their  lands,  &c.  The  pub- 
lic, however,  is  profoundly  ignorant  of  the  proba- 
ble period  of  this  loan  hence  the  people  knew  not 
how  to  offer  proposals  for  it;  though  the  bank,  from 
its  connection  with  the  government,  doubtless 
knew  what  calculations  to  make  and  lias  profitted  by 
them.  1 do  not  fflfeaato  insinuate  that  infer- 


I-iiLES’  REGISTER— JUI,Y  !,  1820— SILVER  MINE  IN  OHIO. 


jl,3 


mauon  was  obtidned;*  but  it  cannot  be  supposed 
that  the  mattei*  was  not  unclersiocjd,  so  that  a fat  job 
V.  iii  be  made  out  of  it  by  the  bank;  and  we  should 
not  be  sui-piiscd  to  hnd  the  aflair  so  managed,  as 
that  ihia  stock  will  be  in  tiie  market  at  5 or  6 per 
cent,  advance,  provided  the  bank  shall  deem  it  ad- 
vanUg'eous  to  speculate  upon  it,  as  it  probably  will 
do  — to  prepai-e  for  the  expected  Idan  in  1821. 

What  we  lind  fault  with  is  this — that  the  commit- 
tee ©f  ways  and  means,  or  the  house  of  repi-esen- 
t itives  or  the  senate,  the  secretary  of  the  treasury, 
or  the  president  of  the  United  States — or  all  to- 
g'etlier,  did  not  crive  the  people  to  understand  the 
])i*obabie  period  at  which  this  loan  would  be  re- 
deemed, that  the  nation  might  have  saved  some- 
1 hing  in  this  time  of  iis  need;  that  the  hateful  thing 
of  borrowing  money  in  a time  of  profound  peace, 
might  have  been  somewhat  softened  by  the  advan- 
tageous terms  on  which  it  was  negociated.  Had 
tins  been  tlie  case,  the  bank  would  not  have  ob- 
tained the  loan  at  two  per  cent,  premium.  The  af- 
hdr  h;‘s  too  much  the  appearance  of  what  was  so 
much  reprehended  when  the  eight  per  cent.  loan 
was  taken  up  about  twenty  years  ago,  before  ‘■Hiny 
hodf’  knew  of  it  1 And,  tbneo  JJanuoset  dona  feven- 
tes;  literally,  “1  fear  the  Greeks,  even  v.'hen  they 
Oiler  presents,”  referring  to  the  introduction  of  the 
famous  wooden  horse -within  the  Walls  of  Troy:  I 
fear  a connection,  by  loans,  between  the  United 
States  and  tlic  bank.  The  bank  of  England  is  pretty 
much  a master  in  England— the  creature  is  greater 
than  the  creator, — and  we  have  a notion  that  “like 
causes  will  produce  like  ehects,” 

While  on  this  subject,  we  may  observe  that  the 
committee  of  ways  and  means  have  estimated,  as 
a resource  of  government,  a dividend  by  the  bank, 
“probably  at  G per  cent,  but  certainly  4 per  cent.” 
ill  1820.  Tiiis  dividend  should  now  have  been  de- 
clared, if  to  be  declared  for  the  service  of  this  year, 
and  have  been  payable  after  the  1st  instant.  This, 
is  tiic  2d  day  of  July,  and  no  notice  of  a dividend 
has  been  given  And  tiiough  we,  the  people,  are 
receiving  nothing  from  the  baiik,  we  are  paying  to 
it  the  small  sum  of  350,000  dollars  a year,  on  ac- 
count of  our  live  per  cent,  stock,  which  composes 
a part  of  the  capital  of  that  institution.  This  bank 
has  made  only  three  dividends  since  its  establish- 
ment— say,  on  the  1st  July,  1817,  and  1st  January 
and  1st  July,  1818;  the  two  former  at  the  rate  of 
eigiit,  and  the  latter  at  the  rate  of  seven  per  cent, 
per  annum.  Let  us  see  how  our  account  will  stand, 
pro  and  con. 

The  bank  of  the  United  States  commenced  busi- 
ness in  January,  1817, — and  our  share  in  the  bank, 
the  7,000,00oin  5 per  cent,  stock,  with  the  interest 
payable  quarterly,  began  to  bear  interest  on  that 
day.  'The  following  will  shew  what  we  have  paid 
and  what  we  have  received  of  the  bank,  on  account 
of  our  part  in  it,  up  to  the  1st  instant,  July,  1820. 

Bank,  Dr, 

■Tan.  1, 1817,  Capital  suhscribc-cl.  5 per  cent,  stock,  7,000,000 
July  1,  „ Interest  paid,  in  two  quarter- 
ly payMients,  175,000 

tDi'ttv,  on  quarterly  ' 

payment,  at  6 per  cent.  1,332  50 
,1an.  1,  IS13,  Ii’tcrest  paid,in  C.et/  quarter- 
ly payiuenib,  175,000 

*Tbe  president  of  the  bank  was  at  the  seat  of 
governsuent  when  it  was  announced  in  the  “Intel- 
ligencer” ihat  the  loan  was  taken. 

■[-Tills  shews  the  difference  between  quarterly 
and  semi-annual  payments  of  interest;  and,  as  the 
United  States  generally  pay  six  per  cent,  ontlieir 
debts,  tile  interest  on  the  interest  is  fairly  calculat- 
ed at  that  rate. 


Ditto,  on  the^rjJquarter’s,  as 
.2  above,  1,312  59 

July  1,  „ Interest  paidin  nvo  quarterly 

payments,  175,000 

Ditto,  on  xXie  first  quarter’s,  as  r 

above  1,312  50 

Jan.  1, 1819,  Interest  paid  in  two  quarterly 

payments  175,000 

Ditto,  on  the  first  quarter’s, as 
above,  1,312  50 

July  I,  „ Interest  paidin  quarterly 

payments,  175,000 

Ditto,  on  the  quarter’s,  as 

above,  1,312  50 

Jan.  1, 1820,  Interest  paid  in  itvo  quarterly 

payments,  175,000 

Ditto,  on  the^m  quarter’s, as 
above,  1,312  50 

Julyl,  „ Interest  paid  in  qharterly 

payments,  175,000 

Ditto,  on  the  quarter’s,  as 

above,  1,312  50 

1,234,187 


• Capital  stock  and  interest  paid,  8,234,187  50 


Bank,  Cr. 

July  1,  1817,  By  1st  dividend  at  8 percent.  280,000 

Jan.  1,  1818.  By  2d  do.  do.  280,000 

July  1,  „ By  3d  do.  at  7 per  cent.  245,000 

Capital  stock,  admitting  it  to  be  worth  par,  7,000,000 


Dolls.  7,805,000 

(ry/* The  difference  is  §429, 187  50,  being  a posi- 
tive LOSS  to  the  United  States,  on  account  of  the 
mai-conduct  of  the  bank,  which  we  the  people 
have  really  paid  for  “nothing  at  all,”  except  for  the 
benefit  of  the  speculators  and  gamblers  in  the 
stock;  a sum  which,  allowing  that  the  bank  will,  iir 
January  next  and  thereafter,  divide  6 per  cent  of 
proiits, /ler  annum,  (and  this  is  allowing  a great 
deal),  will  con.8ume  all  the  profits  which  the  United 
States  will  make  on  these  seven  millions  of  stock 
for  nearly  SEVEN  years — the  difference  between  the 
quarterly  payments  of  interest  and  the  semi-annual 
receipts  of  dividends  being  considered.  And  the 
operation  will  be,  that  for  about  one  half  of  the 
whole  period  of  its  charter,  the  bank  will  not  make 
one  cent  of  profit  to  the  United  States,  except  iu 
the  bonus,  for  all  the  advantages  afforded  in  its  in- 
corporation! But  its  expected  profits  were  to  be 

“set  apart”  to  make  roads,  canals  and  bridges ! 

We  repeat  it,  that  it  may  be  clearly  understood, 
it  will  take  seven  years  of  good  management  to  bring 
up  the  loss  which  the  United  Slates  have  already  sus- 
tained by  subscribing  for  stock  in  the  batik  of  the 
United  States.  Such  has  been  the  progress  of  this 
“illegitimate”  institution,  in  its  pecuniary  affairs — 
butv/ell,  perhaps,  it  ia,  that  the  original  design  of 
its  makers  were  frustrated  as  they  were.  Yet  on 
this  account,  it  deserves  no  favor.  It  has  no  pos- 
sible right  to  any  privilege,  as  to  the  lending  of 
money,  wliich  is  not  common  to  the  whole  people 
the  republic. 


Silver  mine  in  Ohio — again. 

[The  following  article  was  mislaid,  or  it  should 
have  been  inserted  at  least  three  weeks  ago.] 

Zanesville,  JSIay  15th  1820. 

Mr.  Niles — A correspondent  from  this  place  in  a. 
letter  of  the  27th  March  last,  gave  you  some  infor- 
mation relative  to  the  operations  of  the  mining 
company  near  this  town,  which  though  in  fact  ge- 
nerally true,  was  from  its  form  and  manner  calcu- 
lated to  cast  a shade  of  reflection  and  discredit  up- 
on the  company,  their  intentions  and  prospects,  by 
calling  it  a “mining  speculation,”  which  I deem  it 
but  justice  to  correct,  by  offering  to  the  public 
through  the  Register,  a few  more  details  on  that 
subject.  I would  first,  however,  premise  that  I am 
not  a stockholder,  nor  in  the  most  distant  degree 
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concerned  with  the  company,  further  than  to  wish 
them  success  in  what  I consider  a laudable  and 
spirited  undertaking-;  which  they  have  a perfect 
right  to  carry  on  without  being  subject  to'the  scoffs 
and  sneers  of  any  person  whatever.  This  company 
has,  nevertheless,  been  slandered  by  different  v/ri- 
ters  who  know  little  ©r  nothing  of  the  facts,  and 
tlie  circulation  of  those  slanders  have  been  exten- 
sive. Why  they  should  be  subject  to  imputations 
dishonorable  in  their  nature,  1 know  not,  unless 
it  arise  from  the  natural  propensity  of  many  to  en- 
vy their  neighbors  in  prospects  of  good  fortune, 
and  the  general  disposition  of  mankind,  from  the 
many  failures  in  searching  after  hidden  treasure,  to 
treat  all  such  projects  as  chimerical. 

Should  the  present  project  prove  unsuccessful,  it 
will  become  a new  era  in  the  history  of  mining,  and 
will  prove  the  cheapest  method  of  exploring  the 
earth  for  ore  at  any  considerable  depth  from  the 
surface.  To  those  unacquainted  with  the  manner 
®f  boring  for  salt,  it  may  here  be  useful  to  observe, 
that  it  is  performed  with  strong  chissels  well  tem- 
pered, of  two  inches  or  upwards  in  breadth,  screw- 
ed b}^  their  shank  into  a receiver,  fitted  and  invet- 
ted  on  the  end  of  a straight  ash  pole  of  about  twen- 
ty five  feet  in  length.  These  poles  are  in  like 
manner  connected  and  screwed  together  as  the 
hole  deepens,  to  any  given  extent.  The  poles  are 
supported  in  a proper  direction  and  driven  on  the 
rock  by  perpendicular  strokes,  sometimes  by  hand, 
aided  by  a spring  pole  to  raise  them,  or  raised  by 
water  or  horse  power,  according  to  the  ingenuity 
or  convenience  of  the  proprietor.  Salt  is  likely 
to  be  procured  in  abundance  throughout  the  west- 
ern country  under  this  process,  and  Imndreds  of 
wells  are  now  boring.  Tlie  theory  is,  that  salt  can 
be  obtained  at  some  given  depth  in  any  situation, 
where  the  salt  water  will  rise  to  the  surface,  aided 
by  a tin  or  copper  tube,  inserted  the  depth  of  the 
well,  to  exclude  the  fresh  water.  Some  have  found 
good  water  which  would  not  rise  so  as  to  be  with- 
in readi.  It  seems  necessaiy  to  have  a head  of 
fresh  water  in  the  vicinity  to  force  up  the  salt  wa- 
ter. A continuation  of  rock  is  also  necessary  to  suc- 
cess; although  when  arrived  at  the  salt  region,  a fis- 
sure of  considerable  extent  is  requisite  to  insure  a 
sufficient  supply  of  water.  The  general  range  of 
wells  vary  from  180  to  500  feet  in  deptl^,  with  ve- 
ry little  difference  in  the  quality  of  the  water. — 
From  the  present  prospect  in  this  vicinity,  salt  will 
become  as  cheap  as  in  the  sea  ports.  This  is  an 
important  fact,  and  affords  a striking  evidence  of 
the  enterprise  of  our  citizens  and  natural  advan- 
tages of  the  country.  I recollect  well  to  have  pur- 
chased salt  near  the  Ohio  river  in  1794  at  eight 
dollars  per  bushel;  at  which  time  it  would  have 
been  considered  more  absui’d  to  suppose  that  we 
«ould  obtain  a plentiful  supply  at  75  cents  per  bush- 
el, by  peneti'ating  500  feet  in  solid  rock,  than  that 
the  present  Muskingum  mining  company  should 
obtain  silver  with  advantage  to  themselves,  by 
a similar  process.  But  to  return  from  this  digres- 
sion— 

Mr.  Samuel  Chandler,  eleven  miles  from  this 
place,  in  boring  for  salt  more  than  a year  since,  af- 
ter penetrating  to  the  depth  of  133  feet,  struck  a 
substance  much  harder  than  the  common  rock,  the 
j)articles  of  which  proved  more  ponderous  than  the 
usual  sediments  and  would  not  float  in  the  water 
vvith  which  the  augur  hole  is  always  filled.  This 
obstructed  the  boring  considerably,  a))d  the  large 
size  of  the  particles  drawn  out  by  the  sediment 
pump  (a  simple  machine  with  which  the  hole  is 
cleansed  daily),  gave  rise  to  considerable  animad- 


version among  the  workmen,  many  asserting  that  it 
silver  or  some  other  metal.  Mr.  Chandler,  howev- 
er,  paid  little  attention  to  the  matter,  and  observed 
they  were  digging  for  sidt  and  not  for  silvdr.  Tlie 
subject  having  incidentally  come  under  the  notice 
of  a gentleman  of  some  skill  in  mineralogy  during* 
the  last  autumn,  he  went  to  the  place,  enquired  into 
tlie  particulars  and  procured  some  bits  of  the  sup- 
posed ore,  which  was  assayed  by  skilful  hands  and 
pronounced  to  contain  a considerable  portion  of 
silver  in  a remarkably  pure  state.  Many  particles 
were  afterwards  collected  out  of  the  rubbish  about 
the  well,,  washed  and  a further  experiment  made, 
which  was  equally  satisfactory.  A company  was 
then  immediately  formed,  the  shares  eagerly  taken 
by  a few,  and  they  obtained  an  act  of  incorporation. 
On  tlie  organization  of  the  company,  anew  experi- 
ment was  made  by  preparing  a scraper  wi(h  a 
strong*  spring  to  press  it  on  tire  side  of  the  hole, 
and  attached  to  the  poles  used  for  boring,  with 
which  tliey  brought  up,  mixed  with  the  ordinary 
materials  or  rock,  particles  of  metal  similar  to  the 
shavings  of  pewter,  in  quantities  sufficient  to  con- 
firm those  best  acquainted  with  the  subject  that 
the  prospect  was  good,  and  determined  the  direc- 
tors to  commence  sinking  a shaft  without  further 
exjieriment.  Agreeably  to  the  original  suggestion 
of  Mr.  Chandler,  it  was  ascertained  by  this  last  ex- 
periment that  the  extent  of  tlie  metallic  vein  was 
about  seven  feet  in  thickness.  Anothei?  circum- 
stance connected  with  this  case  is  worthy  of  notice; 
A Mr.  Sarchet,  a foreigner  by  birtli,  holds  a lease 
of  a public  salt  section  immediate!)^  adjoining,  and 
has  a salt  well  at  a distance  of  about  thirty  rods 
eastward  from  Mr.  Chandler’s,  and  who'struck  the 
same  mineral  in  boring  his  Well  many  years  since, 
but  at  a greater  depth  and  thinner  vein.  In  like 
manner  it  excited  attention  at  the  time,  and  an  at- 
tempt was  made  to  melt  the  substance  in  a black- 
smith’s fire,  which  proved  abortive  by  the  melting 
ofthe  ladle.  Mr  Sarchet  confidently  believes  the 
vein  dontains  silver,  and  also  applied  to  the  legisla- 
ture for  privilege  to  mine,  but  was  refused. 

I'he  writer  haspersonal  knowledge  of  most  ofthe 
members  of  this  company,  some  of  whom  are  weal- 
thy, and  many  of  them  men  v/hose  public  and  pri 
vate  characters  place  them  above  the  suspicion  of 
dishonorable  intentionsorhoaxing  projects,  d'liey^, 
have  embarked  in  the  business  under  a full  under- 
standing* of  its  merits.  It  is  true,  a few  sales  of 
shares  have  been  made  at  high  prices,  but  they 
were  sold  to  the  friends  and  connexions  of  tlie  slock- 
holders,  and  there  has  never  been  an  effort  to  sell 
out  generally,  In  fact,  not  a single  original  stock- 
holder  has  sold  out  as  I am  informed,  and  but  few 
have  parted  with  any  portion  of  their  stock.  I'lie 
company  are  progressing  daily  in  sinking  a shaft  of 
an  oval  form,  9 feet  by  12  in  diameter,  at  tlie  rate 
of  something  less  than  a foot  per  day  Their  pre- 
sent depth  is  about  fifty  feet,  tli  rty  of  whicli  is 
earth  and  the  residue  freestone  rock,  and  tliey  have 
thus  far  met  with  no  obstruction  to  their  progress 
worth  mentioning.  The  only  difficulty  to  be  an- 
ticipated is  the  probable  influx  of  water  as  the  shaft 
deepens.  They  raise  the  stone  by  a windlass  ope-* 
rated  on  by  horse  power,  and  contemplate  working 
a pump  if  required  by  oxen  or  horses  on  the  plat- 
form of  an  inclined  wheel  which  has  become  com- 
mon in  this  country.  Steam  power  will  eventual- 
ly be  ap(-)lied  if  requisite,  and  no  doubt  need  be 
entertained  ofthe  company  prosecuting  their  pur- 
pose to  a fair  conclusion.  Such  are  the  facts  in  this 
case,  on  which  every  reader  may  m.i.kc  his  owa, 
comments,  and  come  to  a,s  correct  a.  concliisi^fi  oi^ 
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the  prospect  of  our  7nive  as  the  president  and 
directors  themselyes.  I most  lieartily  wish  them 
success,  and  have  no  fears,  even  if  they  succeed  be- 
yond their  most  sanguine  expectations,  tl)at  it  will 
retard  the  industry  or  check  the  prosperity  of  our 
iruitfol  and  happy  country. 

AN  OLD  SUBSCRIBER. 


Appointments, 


jSy  the  president  of  the  United  States^  confirmed  by 
the  senate. 

[The  following  appointments  were  made  and 
confirmed  during  the  latter  pait  of  the  last  session 
of  congress.  A^^fevy  of  them  have  been  heretofore 
noticed,  from  time  to  time;  but  it  is  thought  best 
to  publish  them  all  now  in  regular  succession,  thp-t 
tjye  may  be  certain  of  having  omitted  none.] 

fiTat.  hit. 

John  C.  S.  Harrison,  of  Indiana,  to  be  receiver  of 
public  moneys  for  lands  of  the  United  States,  at 
■Vincennes,  in  the  state  of  Indiana. 

Willoughby  Barton,  of  Georgia,  to  be  register  of 
the  land  office  of  the  United  States,  at  Jackson 
c;ourt-house. 

William  Armstead,  of  Virginia,  to  be  collector 
and  inspector  pf  the  revenue,  for  the  distrip t of 
Hampton, 

William  Minor,  Thomas  Vorjell,  George  Wise,  and 
Christopher  J\’eale,  of  the  District  of  Columbia,  to 
be  justices  of  the  peace  for  the  county  of  Alexan- 
dria. 

William  Clark,  commission  as  governor  in 

and  over  the  Missouri  territory,  will  expire  on  the 
21st  instant,  to  be  governor  of  said  territory  for 
three  years  next  ensuing  that  date. 

Jjc-tvis  Cass,  whose  commission  as  governor  ip 
and  over  the  Michigan  territory,  will  expire  on  the 
11th  of  February  next,  to  be  governor  of  said  ter- 
ritory for  three  years  next  ensuing  that  date. 

William  Barnett,  of  Alabama,  to  be  receiver  of 
public  moneys  for  lands  of  the  United  States,  at 
Jackson  court  house. 

Samuel  A.  Morse,  of  the  District  of  Maine,  to  be 
collector  of  the  customs  and  inspector  of  the  reve- 
nue, for  the  district  of  Maclrjas,  in  Maine. 

George  Fevnbee,  of  North  Carolina,  to  be  survey, 
or  and  inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the  port  of  Pas- 
quotank River  Bridge,  in  that  state. 

John  Chew,  of  Maryland,  to  be  collector  jind  in- 
spector pf  the  revenue  for  Havre  de  Grace,  Mary- 
land. 

Alexander  Hunter,  to  be  surveyor  and  inspector 
of  the  revenue  for  Ihe  port  of  Savannah,  in  the  state 
of  Georgia. 

John  liainals,  of  Copenhagen^  to  be  consul  of  the 
United  States  for  the  port  of  Copeiihagen. 

Joshua  Dodge,  of  IMassachusetts,  to  be  consul  of 
the  United  States  for  the  port  of  Marseilles, 

Woodbridge  Odlin,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  consul 
of  the  United  States  for  the  port  of  St.  Salvador, 
in  Brazil. 

Joseph  Aborn,  of  Louisiana,  to  be  collector  and 
inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the  district  pf  Nova 
Iberia,  in  said  state. 

John  McJVeil,  jun.  to  be  collector  of  the  revenue 
for  the  ninth  district  in  the  state  of  Maryland. 

Emanitel  Wambersie.  to  be  consul  at  Rotterdam. 

Gerard  D.  Sn};th,  of  New-York,  fp  be  consul  at 
^.;a  Rochelle. 

Beverly  Daniel,  whose  commission  as  marshal  of 
the  North  Carolina  district  will  expire  on  the  26th  1 


of  April  next,  to  be  marshal  of  that  district  for  four 
years  next  ensuing  that  date. 

James  Prince,  whose  commission  as  marshal  of 
the  Massachusetts  district  will  expire  on  the  I6tli 
January,  to  be  marshal  of  that  district  for  four  years 
next  ensuing  that  date. 

Joseph  F.  Wingate,  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  col- 
lector of  the  customs  and  inspector  of  the  revenue 
for  the  district  of  Bath,  in  said  state. 

James  Palmer,  of  North  Caroliii'i,  to  be  surveyor 
of  the  port  of  Windsor,  in  said  state. 

Harvey  Strong,  of  New-York,  to  be  consul  at  Glas- 
gow and  Greenock. 

James  Sterett,  of  New-Orleans,  to  be  naval  officer 
of  the  district  of  Mississippi,  in  Louisiana. 

Robert  B.  Belt,  of  Maryland,  to  be  factor  at  fort 
Ddwards. 

Bernard  Spalding,  of  Georgetown,  John  Boyce, 
John  Crabb,  and  Gustavus  Higdon,  of  the  City  of 
Washington,  to  be  justices  of  the  peace  in  and  for 
the  county  of  Washington,  in  the  District  of  Co- 
lumbia, 

Walter  M.  Leake,  to  be  marshal  for  the  district 
pf  Mississippi. 

Christopher  Ellery,  of  Rhode  Island,  to  be  collec- 
tor of  the  district  of  Newport,  in  said  state. 

Barnabas  Bates,  of  the  state  aforesaid,  to  be  col- 
lector for  the  district  of  Bristol,  in  Rhode  Island. 

Henry  Middleton,  of  South  Carolina,  to  be  envoy 
extraordinary  and  minister  plenipotentiary  to  Rus- 
sia. 

' George  P.  Strother,  of  Virginia,  to  be  receiver  of 
public  moneys  at  St.  Louis. 

George  Bullitt,  of  Arkansas,  to  be  register  of  the 
land  office  at  Cape  Girardeau. 

Tunstali  Quarles,  of  Kentucky,  to  be  receiver  of 
public  moneys  at  the  same  place. 

Hartwell  Boswell,  of  Kentucky,  to  be  register  of 
the  land  office  for  the  district  of  Laurence,  in  the 
territory  of  Arkansas. 

John  Trimble,  of  Kentucky,  to  be  receiver  of  pub- 
lic moneys  at  the  same  place. 

William  Do2tglass  Sim?ns,  of  Alexandria,  to  be  re- 
gister of  the  land  qlfice  at  Arkansas,  in  the  territory 
pf  Arkansas. 

Henry  W.  Conway,  to  be  receiver  of  piiblic  mo- 
neys at  the  same  place. 

Renjamin  S.  Pope,  of  Alabama,  to  be  register  of 
the  land  office  at  Huntsville,  in  the  said  territory. 

Obediah  Jones,  of  the  said  territory,  fo  be  receiver 
of  public  moneys  at  the  same  place. 

Hjimphrey  Peake,  of  Virginia,  to  be  collector  of 
the  district  of  Alexandria. 

John  M.  Canfield,  of  New-York,  to  be  collector 
and  inspector  of  the  revenue  for  the  district  of 
Tackett’s  Harbor. 

Joseph  Bryan,  of  New-York,  to  be  consul  at  Per- 
nambuco, in  Brazil. 

Thomas  Trask,  of  Surinam,  to  be  consul  at  Suri- 
nam. 

John  W.  Parker,  of  Massachusetts,  to  be  consul 
at  Amsterdam. 

William  M.  McLeaii,  of  Ohio,  to  be  receiver  of 
public  moneys  for  the  district  of  Piqua. 

Thomas  B,  J'anhorne,  of  Ohio,  to  be  register  of  the 
district  of  Piqua. 

.Ambrose  Whitlock,  of  Indiana,  to  be  receiver  of 
public  moneys  for  the  district  of  Tei’re  Haut,  in 
said  state. 

Williamson  Dunn,  of  Indiana,  to  be  register  of  the 
said  district. 

Lazarus  JVoble,  of  Indiana,  to  be  receiver  of  pub- 
lic moneys  for  the  district  of  Brookville,  in  said 
state^ 
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Itobert  Hamidy  jun.  of  Indiana,  to  be  register  of 
the  said  district. 

Charles  M.  Taylor,  of  Indiana,  to  be  receiver  of 
public  moneys  for  the  district  of  Jeffersonville,  in 
said  state, 

John  Horsey,  of  Maryland,  to  be  factor  of  the 
United  States  at  Fort  Confederation. 

John  Taylor,  of  South  Carolina,  and  John  Floyd, 
of  Georgia,  to  be  commissioners  to  hold  a treaty 
Yvitli  the  Creek  Indians,  for  the  extinguishment  of 
their  title  to  all  the  lands  claimed  by  lliem  within 
the  state  of  Georgia. 

Horton  Howard,  of  Ohio,  to  be  receiver  of  public 
moneys  for  the  district  of  Delaware. 

' Platt  Brush,  of  Ohio,  to  be  register  of  the  district 
of  Delaware. 

Lawrence  Talliaferro,  of  Virginia,  to  be  Indian 
agent  at  Peters,  on  the  Upper  Mississippi. 

Matthew  Lyon,  of  Kentucky,  to  be  United  States’ 
fiictor  at  Arkansas. 

Litbuni  TV.  Boggs,  of  Missouri,  to  be  assistant 
factor  at  fort  Osage,  on  the  Missouri. 

Lewis  Cuss,  of  Michigan  territory,  and  Solomon 
■.Sibley,  of  Michigan  territory,  to  be  commissioners 
to  hold  treaties  with  the  Indians  of  that  territory, 
for  the  extinguishment  of  their  title  to  lands  within 
the  same. 

Charles  Tait,  of  Alabama,  to  be  judge  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Alabama. 

Joseph  Selden,  of  Virginia,  to  be  judge  of  the  dis- 
trict of  Arkansas. 

David  Files,  of  Alabama,  to  be  marshal  for  the 
district  of  Alabama. 

TVilliam  Crawford,  of  Alabama,  to  be  district  at- 
torney for  the  district  of  Alabama. 

JohnJ\r.  Moulder,  of  the  cit)^  of  Washington,  and 
TVilliam  S.  Radcliffe,  of  the  same  place,  to  be  jus- 
lices  of  the  peace  for  Washington  county,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia, 

George  Gray,  of  Kentucky,  to  be  Indian  agent  at 
Natchetoches. 

Henry  Conner,  to  be  marshal  for  the  district  of 
Illinois. 

Thomas  Coxe,  to  be  register  of  the  land  office  at 
Vandalia,  for  the  district  of  Illinois. 

John  Me  Lean,  to  be  receiver  of  public  moneys  for 
the  district  of  Illinois. 

Dennis  Prieur,  to  be  receiver  of  public  money  s in 
the  eastern  district  of  Louisiana. 

.Tames  Johnson,  of  Virginia,  to  be  collector  for  the 
port  of  Norfolk,  in  Virginia. 

John  Mullowney,  of  Pennsylvania,  to  be  Consul  at 
Tangier,  in  the  empire  of  Morocco, 

Joseph  Dunbar,  to  be  receiver  of  public  moneys 
at  the  land  office  west  of  Pearl  river, 

Lewis  Winston,  to  be  register  of  the  land  office 
west  of  Pearl  river. 

George  Theodore  Itadico,  of  Port  Mahon,  in  the 
island  of  Minorca,  to  be  consul  for  Minorca  and  the 
Balearn  Isles. 

John  TV.  Hall,  of  Connecticut,  to  be  consul  to  Ca- 
diz. \ 


Fourth  Census  of  the  United  States. 

We  mentioned  in  our  last  that  we  bad  just  re- 
ceived a copy  of  the  instructions  of  the  secretary  of 
state,  to  the  marshals  of  the  several  districts,  rela- 
tive  to  the  4th  enumeration  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  &c.  These  instructions  are  drawn 
up  with  that  clearness  and  precision  for  which  Mr. 
Adams  is  so  remarkable;  and,  if  attended  to,  will 
accomplish  ail  that  was  hoped  for  from  the  of 


congress  on  this  subject,  if  not  add  to  the  stock  ol 
information  expected  to  be  collected;*  but,  as  only 
the  persons  engaged  in  taking  the  census  are  im- 
mediately interested  by  the  details  of  these  instruc- 
tions, we  shall  pass  them  over  and  shew  the  ob- 
jects to  be  enquired  into,  by  making  a brief  ab- 
stract of  the  forms  and  papers  attached  thereto — * 
which,  we  believe,  will  be  quite  sufficient  to  give 
an  idea  of  the  nature  of  the  duties  imposed  on  the 
marshals,  and  to  explain  what  the  people  ougiit  to 
do  to  assist  them  in  their  performance. 

J\'o.  1— Is  a pro  forma  table,  to  she  w the  county, 
township,  5cc.;  names  of  the  heads  of  families;  free 
while  males  under  10 — from  JO  to  16 — between  16 
and  18;  - of  16  and  under  26 —of  26  and  under  45 — 
of  45  and  upwards, — females  the  same,  except  the 
column  provided  for  the  males  between  16  and  18; 
foreigners  not  naturalized;  persons  engaged  in  agri, 
culture,  in  commerce,  in  mannfactuvesff  slare.?,  male 
and  female,  under  14,  from  14  to  26,  from  26  to  45, 
of  45  years  of  age  and  upwards;  free  persons  of  co- 
lor, of  the  same  ages  as  prescribed  for  enumerating 
the  slaves;  all  other  persons,  except  Indians,  not 
taxed. 

,A'*o.  2,  3,  4,  are  forms  of  affidavits,  he.  for  tlie 
faithful  performance  of  tne  duties  prescribed  to  and 
by  the  marshals  and  their  deputies. 

.Vb.  5,  is  a list  of  the  interrogatories  to  be  put  to 
the  heads  of  families,  to  ascertain  the  facts  requir- 
ed in  No.  1,  with  the  addition  of  those  queries  — 
‘‘Was  there  any  person  here  without  a settled  place 
of  residence,  (and  if  so)  what  was  his  or  her  name?” 
“Was  there  any  person  belong’ing  to  the  family  oc- 
casionally absent  from  it,  (and  if  so)  of  wliat  sex, 
and  of  what  ag-e,  color  and  condition?” 

JVb.  6,  is  a list  of  the  manufactures  to  be  enquir- 
ed into,  as  follows : 

Ale-;  alum;  anchors;  ashes,  pot  and  pearl;  beef; 
beer;  bells;  belts,  for  soldiers;  blacksmith’s  work; 
blank  books;  boats;  bottles;  brass,  in  sheets;  brass 
manufactures;  brazing  copper;  bread,  ship,  pilot, 
crackers,  &c.;  bricks;  bridles;  brimstone;  bristles; 
brushes;  buckles;  butter;  buttons;  cabinet  ware; 
cables;  calico  prints;  candles,  wax,  and  tallow,  and 
spermaceti;  canes;  cannon;  curds,  playing;  cards, 
wool  and  cotton;  carpets;  cartouch  boxes;  carts; 
cheese;  chocolate,  cider;  clocks;  clothing,  ready 
made;  coaches,  chaises,  and  all  sorts  of  csiiTiages; 
coals;  combs;  cooper’s  v/ork;  copper  bottoms,  and 
other  manufactures  of  copper;  cordage,  tarred  and 
untarred;  corks;  cotton  manufactures;  cotton  yarn; 
crockery  ware;  cutlery;  drugs;  duck;  dye-stuffs; 
earthenware;  embroideries;  engravings;  essences; 
fancy  chairs;  feathers;  firearms;  fire  engines;  fire- 
wood; fiax;  floor  cloths;  flour;  fringes;  fruits, 
preserved;  fur  trimmings;  gilt  wares;  glass  ware; 
gloves,  silk,  cotton,  and  leather;  glue;  gold,  silver, 
and  plated  ware;  grindstones;  gunpowder;  hair 
cloths;  hair  powder;  hams;  hardware;  harness; 
hats;  hearth  rugs;  liemp;  hempen  goods;  houses; 
ink;  ink  powder;  inkstands;  iron  ware;  iroiv 
wrought  and  cast;  japanned  ware;  jewelry;  iace, 
gold  and  silver;  lead  manufactures;  leaf,  g'ohd  and 
silver;  leather,  tanned,  tawed,  and  dressed;  lime; 


*See  the  act,  page  120,  present  vol.  of  the  Regis 
TER.  We  think  that  several  useful  enquiries  miglit 
have  been  made  ^hich  were  not  thought  of,  or  iie- 
glected,  by  congress. 

j-Among  the  persons  engaged  in  manufactures, 
are  to  be  included  all  persons  of  the  mechanical 
professions  or  handicrafts. 
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linens,  and  other  tnanuFactures  of  flax;  looking 
glasses;  lumber,  including  scantling  and  shingles; 
malt;  maps  and  charts;  marble  chimney  pieces; 
mathematical  instruments;  mercery;  millenery; 
mill  machinery;  morocco  leather;  mulfs  and  tip- 
pets; musical  instrunrents;  muskets  and  bayonets; 
mustard;  nails;  needles;  oil  cloths;  oils;  painter’s 
colors;  paintings;  paints;  paper  hangings;  paper, 
writing,  printing,  and  wrapping;  parasols;  parch- 
ment; pasteboard;  paste  work;  pencils;  perfume- 
ry; pewter  ware;  pickles;  pins;  pocket  books;  por- 
celain; y)ork;  porter;  potter’s  ware;  printed  books; 
printing  presses;  printing  types;  quills;  raw  silk; 
3-etined  sugar;  rosin;  rum;  pens;  saddles;  sail  cloth; 
salt;  saltpetre;  satin;  sculptured  work;  sealing 
Wax;  segars;  sewing  silk;  ships  ,or  vessels;  shot; 
shoes,  boots,  and  other  manufactures  of  leather; 
s.de  arms;  silks;  silk  shoes  and  slippers;  skins; 
slates;  snufl;  soap;  spinner’s  work;  spirits;  stained 
paper;  htarcb;  stationery;  staves,  steam  engines; 
steel  manufactures;  steel,  unwrought;  stockings, 
silk,  cotton,  thi^ead,  and  worsted;  stone  cutting 
irtanuiactures;  stone  ware;  straw  manufactures;  su- 
gar; tallow;  tapestry;  tar  and  pitch;  thread;  tiles; 
tm  ware;  tobacco  manufactures;  toys;  trunks;  tur- 
ner’s ware,  in  ivory,  bone  and  wood;  turpentine; 
twine  and  pack  thread;  umbrellas;  upholstery; 
varnish;  vellum;  vitriol;  waggons;  walking  sticks; 
watches;  w'heelwright’s  work;  whips;  whiskey; 
window  glass;  Windsor  chairs;  wood;  wooden  ware, 
woollen  manufactures. 

JVo.  7,  is  the  queries  to  be  addressed  to  persons 
concerned  in  manufacturing  establishments,  as  fol- 
I .)WS : 

Ixiarae  of  the  county,  parish,  township,  town,  or 
city,  where  the  manufacturer  exists. 

'rhe  kind? 


Kave  materials^' 
employed. 


).  The  quantity  annually  consum 
ed  ? 

j 3.  The  cost  of  the  annual  consump 
tion? 

Number  of  (^'4.  Men? 


]jersous  em-  < 5.  Women  ? 
ployed.  1^6.  Boys  and  girls  ? 


Macbipepy 


^Production. 


f7.  Whole  quantity  and  kind  of  ma- 
I chlnery  ? 

8.  Quantity  of  machinery  in  opera- 
l_  tioi)  ? 

f 9.  Amount  of  capital  invested  ? 

1 lO.  Amount  paid  annually  for  w’a- 
Expenflitures-^  ges  ? 

j 11.  Amount  of  contingent  expen- 
[_  ses  ? 

pl2.  The  nature  and  names  of  arti- 
j cles  manufactured  ? 

j 13.  Market  value  of  the  articles 
I which  are  annually  manufac- 

tured ? 

. 14.  General  remarks  concerning 
■'  tiic  establishment,  as  to  its  ac- 

tual and  past  condition,  the 
, demand  for,  and  sale  of,  its  ma- 

hufactures 

Answers  to  the  above  questions — [No.  1.] 

JVo.  8,  is  a pro  forma  statement  of  the  anriount  of 
persons  within  the  respective  jilistricts. 

‘ .Vo  9,  Is  a like  statement  relative  to  the  aggre- 
gate of  rnanufacturcs,  &,c.  to  be  derived  from  the 
answers  to  the  preceding  querie  s. 

■ jYo.  10,  is  to  sliew  tiib  amount  of  compensation 
due  the  marshals  respectively,  for  the  duties  per- 
formed ill  taking  the  census,  and  account  of  inapu- 
i^ptures.  . ' 


Paul  Jones. 

PBOM  THE  STEW  XORK  COMMERCIAL  ADVERTISER. 

It  is  a matter  of  some  surprize,  in  this  age  of 
book  making,  that  the  world  has  never  been  pre- 
sented with  an  accurate  and  authentic  account  of 
the  life  and  exploits  of  this  eccentric  and  chival- 
rous ofiicer.  In  the  days  of  our  boyhood,  we  re- 
collect to  have  read  a little  six-penny  account  of 
his  adventures;  and  many  a time  and  oft,  have  we 
listened  with  wonder  and  admiration  to  tales  of  the 
superior  prowess  and  desperate  courage  displayed 
by  him  while  scouring  the  coasts  of  England  and 
Scotland,  with  his  little  armament,  during  the  Ame- 
rican revolution.  But  we  have  never  been  able 
to  learn  more  of  his  real  life  and  character,  than 
what  is  to  be  gleaned  from  tradition,  or  from  the 
pages  of  American  history,  where  we  believe  his 
name  occasionally  appears. 

An  opportunity  is  now  presented  to  the  Ameri- 
can public,  to  avail  themselves  of  a full,  authentic, 
and  probably  excellent,  history  of  the  life  and  trans- 
actions of  this  brave  and  extraordinary  man.  At 
the  last  meeting  of  the  New  York  Historical  Society, 
the  following  extract  of  a letter  from  a lady,  (a 
niece  of  the  hero  of  whom  we  are  speaking,)  dated 
Edinburgh,  March  29,  1820,  to  her  correspondent 
in  this  city,  was  communicated  by  Mr.  Pintard: — 

“T  have  still  another  favor  to  beg  of  you.  It  has 
long  been  to  me  a matter  of  wonder,  that  America 
has  never  shewn  any  disposition  to  give  to  the 
world  the  history  of  those  brave  men  who  were  the 
first  assertors  of  her  rights,  and  to  whom  she  owes 
that  independence,  her  sons  seem  so  much  dis- 
posed to  be  proud  of.  I have  in  my  possession 
a number  of  important  papers,  that  belonged  to 
my  late  uncle,  tlie  chevalier  Paul  Juxes.  They 
consist  of  his  correspondence  with  Washington, 
Jefferson,  Dr  Franklin,  Adams,  the  duke  de  la 
Rochfoucault,  La  Fayette,  and,  in  fact,  with  all  the 
eminent  characters  connected  with  the  American 
revolution.  I have  either  the  originals,  or  else  au- 
thentic copies,  extracted  from  the  records  of  con- 
gress, These,  with  a memoir  cf  his  life,  and  an  ac- 
count of  his  campaign  in  Russia,  will  make  three 
large  octavo  volumes.  I have  been  advised  to  ]>ub- 
lish  tliem  in  England,  and  would  have  done  so, 
l\ad  money  been  my  object:  But  they  contain  some 
bitter  reflections  against  the  British  government, 
which,  in  tiiat  case,  it  would  have  been  thought  ne- 
cessary to  suppress,  and  of  which  I apprehend  the 
suppression  would  have  essentially  injured  the 
work; — my  principal  motive  for  giving  them  to  tlie 
world,  being  to  exhibit  my  uncle’s  character  in  a 
just  point  of  view.  The  favor  1 have  to  ask  of  you, 
is,  to  let  me  know  if  there  is  any  bookseller  in  New 
York,  who  would  undertake  to  publish  them,  and 
what  I may  expect  for  them,  'i'liere  is  one  thing, 
however,  7nust  be  insisted  upon,  which  is,  that  they 
are  not  to  be  garbled,  but  are  to  be  given  to  the 
world  jnst  as  they  are,  without  either  udd/ng  or  di- 
minishing. You  will  perhaps  think  me  very  unrea- 
sonable to  expect  you  to  inform  me,  what  I am  to 
get  for  a woik  which  you  have  not  to  show  to  the 
publisher.  But  understand  me  right.  I do  not  ex- 
pect that  you  will  be  able  to  name  a certain  sum; 
but  only  tiiat  you  may  perhaps,  after  enquiry,  have 
it  in  your  power  to  g'ive  me  a hint  of  what  it  is  pro- 
bable I might  receive.  If  you  will  luive  the  g'ood- 
ness  to  assist  me  in  this  aflair,  the  pa[)crs  shall  be 
sent  to  you,  addressed  as  you  shall  direct,  and  to  be 
disposed  of  as  you  think  best;  with  only  this  one 
provision — that  they  must  be  published  as  they 
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The  letter  was  referred  to  a committee  consist- 
ing- of  Messrs.  W.  L.  Stone,  J.  Pintard,  and  Dr.  J. 
W.  Francis,  to  ascertain,  if  possible,  whether  it 
would  be  practicable  to  publish  the  memoirs  of  the 
chevalier  Paul  Jones  in  this  country,  and  to  report 
the  result. 

We  are  sensible  that  the  present  is  a period  of 
general  pecuniary  embarrassment  throug-hout  the 
country;  and  we  are  sensible  also,  that  the  country 
has  been  so  overrun  with  subscriptions,  that  many 
can  h-ardly  endure  even  the  sight  of  a new  propo- 
sal. But  it  does  appear  to  us,  notwithstanding 
these  obstacles,  that  an  enterprising  bookseller 
might  undertake  the  publication  of  this  work,  not 
only  with  perfect  safety,  but  with  a fair  prospect  of 
realizing  a handsome  profit.  From  what  we  have 
beard  of  the  talents  and  character  of  the  fair  autlior 
of  the  foregoingletter,  [who  we  presume  to  be  the 
writer  of  the  memoirs,]  we  have  no  doubt  the  work 
will  be  found  highly  interesting  and  valuable.  The 
documents  it  will  contain,  must,  of  themselves,  pos- 
sess great  interest,  as  containingmany  curiousfacts 
which  have  probably  never  been  developed,  and' 
also  tlie  views  and  feelings  of  their  distinguished 
authors,  during  those  days  of  peril  and  alarm. 

It  may  well  be  said  of  Paul  Jones,  that  he  was 
the  father  of  our  naval  glory.  And  who  is  there, 
that  does  not  desire  to  become  familiar  with  the 
life  of  the  first  American  commander,  who  dared  to 
grapple  ship  to  sliip  with  Albion — wiio,  in  fact,  en- 
tered the  Thames,  and  assailed  the  lion  in  his  den  ? 
We  .should  suppose  that  all  the  officers  of  our  navy, 
and  in  fact  all  tiie  principal  characters  in  the  Unit- 
ed Stat  es,  would  eagerly  patronize  a work  like  the 
one  proposed. 


A cure  for  hard  times. 

Extract  from  the  charge  of  Judge  Ross,  to  the  grand 
jury  of  Montgomery  county,  Pennsylvania. 
Gentlemen  of  the  grand  jury.--\  shall  take  the 
liberty  of  saying  a few  words  on  a subject  which 
may  not  seem  to  come  properly  under  my  notice 
at  this  time.  But,  it  is  so  general  a topic  of  con- 
versation, and  has  been  so  frequently  handled  in 
the  newspapers,  and  in  pamphlets,  that  I think  it 
will  not  be  amiss  to  introduce  it  in  this  place,  i'he 
subject  to  which  I allude,  is,  the  hard  times.  You 
are  here,  gentlemen,  from  the  remote  parts  of 
your  county,  and  you  have  doubtless  heard  a va- 
i’iety  of  causes  assigned  for  these  hard  times.  Our 
legislature  have  had  the  subject  under  considera- 
tion— they  have  talked  of  a loan  office,  of  stop  laws, 
of  a law  for  great  internal  improvements;  and  a 
great  variety  of  projects  have  been  agitated  by 
them;  all  to  obviate  those  hard  times.  But  their 
projects  are  all  visionary;  none  of  them  calculated 
to  clothe  smallest  good  to  the  community.  Con- 
gress, too,  have  been  engaged  on  tliis  subject;  they 
have  thought  that  some  great  cliange  in  the  tariff, 
or  some  important  measure  for  the  encouragement 
of  domestic  manufactures,  would  help  us  out  of  the 
difficulty.  But  all  this  is  perfectly  idle.  These  pro- 
jects don’t  strike  at  the  root  of  the  matter.  I maybe 
singular  in  my  views,  gentlemen,  but,  really,  T have 
thought  so  much  on  the  subject,  that  1 can’t  avoid 
expressing  my  sentiments,  whatever  you  may  think 
of  them.  I have  no  objections  to  great  improve- 
jnents  - I am,  bj'  no  mv“ans,  unfriendly  to  our  own 
manufactures;  but  then,  1 tliink  that,  in  order  to 
cure  the  evil,  we  must  all  act  individually.  Let  the 
work  of  reformation  begin  at  home,  and  I confi- 
dently believe  we  shall  soon  get  rid  of  the  hard 
times,  that  are  so  much  complained  of.  To  be  call- 


ing cut  for  legislative  aid,  while  we  ourselves  are 
idle,  is  acting  like  the  man  in  the  fable,  who,  wheji 
his  waggon  wheel  was  fast  in  the  ditch,  cried  for 
Hercules  to  help  him,  instead  of  putting  his  own 
shoulder  to  the  wheel.  We  must  help  ourselves, 
gentlemen,  and  if  that  will  not  answer,  why  then 
we  may  call  for  Hercules  to  assist  us. 

We  are  too  fond  of  showing  out  in  our  families; 
and  in  this  way  our  expenses  far  exceed  our  in- 
comes. Our  daughters  must  be  dressed  off  in  their 
silks  and  crapes,  instead  of  their  linsey  woolsey. 
Our  young  folks  are  too  proud  to  be  seen  in  a 
coarse  dress,  and  their  extravagance  is  bringing 
ruin  on  our  families.  When  you  can  induce  your 
sons  to  prefer  young  women  for  tiieir  real  worth, 
rather  than  for  their  show;  wlien  you  can  get  them 
to  choose  a wife  who  can  make  a good  loaf  of  bread, 
and  a good  pound  of  butter,  in  preference  to  a girl 
who  does  nothing  but  dance  about  in  her  silks 
and  her  laces,  then,  gentlemen,  you  may  expect  to 
see  a change  for  the  better.  We  must  get  back 
to  the  good  old  simplicity  of  former  time.s,  if  we 
expect  to  see  more  prosperous  days-  The  lime 
was,  even  since  memory,  when  a simple  note  was 
good  for  any  amount  of  money,  but  now,  bonds  and 
mortgages  are  thought  almost  no  security;  and  this 
is  owing  to  the  w^nt  of  confidence. 

And  what  has  caused  this  want  of  confidence? 
Why,  it  is  occasioned  by  the  extravagant  manner  of 
living;  by  your  families  going  in  debt  be)mnd  your 
ability  to  pay.  Examine  this  matter,  gentlemen, 
and  you  will  find  this  to  be  the  real  cause.  Peach 
your  sons  to  be  too  proud  to  ride_a  hackney  which 
their  father  cannot  pay  for — Let  them  be  above 
being  seen  sporting  in  a gig  or  a carriage  which 
their  father  is  in  debt  for.  Let  them  have  this  sort 
of  independent  pride,  and  I venture  to  say,  that  you 
will  soon  perceive  a reformation.  But,  until  the 
change  commences  in  this  way  in  cur  families;  until 
we  begin  the  work  ourselves,  it  is  vain  to  expect 
better  times. 

Now,  gentlemen,  if  you  think  as  I do  on  this  sub- 
ject, there  is  a way  of  showing  that  you  do  think 
so,  and  but  one  way; — When  you  return  to  your 
homes,  have  independence  enough  to  put  these 
principles  in  practice;  and  I am  sure  you  will  not 
be  disappointed. 


Progress  of  the  Arts  in  France. 

Compiled  for  the  Democratic  Press,  from  M.  Chap- 

tal’s  comparison  between  the  industry  of  France, 

in  1789  and  1819. 

In  1789,  the  French  imported  cotton  goods^  to  the 
amoutof  26  millions  of  francs;  in  1812,  1 million  and 
a half. 

The  cashmere  shawls,  of  M.  Ternaux,  are  fully 
equal  to  those  of  India.  The  Angola  goats  import- 
ed lately,  promise  new  facilities  to  this  manufacture . 

The  manufactures  of  linen  and  of  silk,  have  been 
wonderfully  improved  of  late  years;  and  the  ma- 
chinery of  Mr  Douglass  invited  into  France,  by  M. 
Chaptal,  has  greatly||contributed  to  the  perfection  of 
all  tlie  manufactures  depending  on  spinning  and 
weaving. 

The  establishments  of  the  manufacture  of  che7ni- 
cal  articles,  now  excel  the  English,  both  in  quality 
and  price. 

The  art  of  bleaching,  both  with,  and  without  the 
aid  of  oxymuriatic  acid,  has  been  carried  to  the 
lughest  perfection,  not  only  on  linen  and  cotton, 
but  on  the  pulp  of  paper.  Sn  this  way,  colours  are 
not  only  discharged;  but  pa.per  i.'?  also  coloured  now, 
with  the  most  beautiful  tint.s,  at  a cheap  rate. 
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Distillation  has  been  brought  to  great  perfection, 
ty  the  impi’ovements  of  Messrs  Cliaptal,  Argand 
and  Edward  Adam.  '1  he  first  improved  the  form  of 
the  still,  by  diminishing  its  depth  in  proportion  to 
its  capacity;  the  latter  saved  fuel  by  his  mode  of 
heating  the  wash,  and  condensing  the  spirit  of  vari- 
<>us  strengths  by  a single  operation. 

During  the  revolution,  tlie  art  of  making  finegar 
for  the  table,  for  manutactures,  and  for  medicine, 
by  distilling  wood,  and  clarifying  the  pyroligneous 
acid,  has  been  so  improved,  as  to  supply  great  part 
of  the  consumption  of  this  article  at  the  best  tables 
of  Paris.  . 

The  art  of  chemically ivater,  by  the  im- 
provement of  filtres,  not  merely  in  the  mecliani- 
cal  construction,  but  in  the  chemical  additions  that 
precipitate  the  impui’ities  of  water,  have  essentially 
contributed,  of  late  years,  to  health  and  comfort. 

The  art  of  extracting  the  finest  and  most  nourishr- 
ing  oi  soups  from  the  gelantine,  contained  in  bones, 
were  brought  to  great  perfection  by  M.  Cadet  de 

Yaux, ,and  the  art  of  preservino-  meat,  fruit, 

vegetables,  and  lUlk,  perfectly  good  for  years,  by 
the  process  of  M Apput,  is  also  a present  from 
philosophy  to  society. 

The  expeditious  mode  of  tanning,  of  M.  de  Se- 
guin,  is  indeed  only  expedient  upon  urgent  occa- 
sions; but  the  theory  of  tanning  has  wonderfully 
improved  the  practice  of  it,  by  appljdng  to  tins  art, 
the  anatomy  of  the  skin,  and  the  chemical  ehanges 
that  take  place  in  it  during  the  operation  of  tan- 

In  France,  for  some  years  past,  paper  has  been 
manufactured  of  any  indefinite  length. 

The  memoir  of  M.  Mongc,  on  the  process  of  felt- 
ing has  greatly  improved  the  hat  manufacture. 

The  metallurgy  of  France,  now  in  all  its  branches, 
equals  the  English. 

In  porcelain  the  French  excel  all  others. 

The  stone  engraving  of  M.  de  Lestayne,  is  daily 
improving,  and  promises  to  afford  every  scientific 
work  requiring  plates,  at  much  lower  prices  than 
formerly. 


The  weather  7^  years  ago. 

It  would  seem  by  the  following  extracts  from  the 
diary  of  one  of  the  most  respectable  and  observing 
men  of  his  time,  who  resided  in  Philadelphia,  that 
our  climate  has  frequently  been  variable  and  extra- 
.ordinary.  X. 

1748. 

11th  month,  1st.  Extremely  cold. 

6th.  Do.  do.  snowed  all  day, 

9th.  A very  cold  day;  found  the  river 
fast  this  morning. 

31st.  There  was  last  night  a most  vio- 
lent storm  of  wind  and  rain — 
I was  surprised  wlien  I saw  the 
river,  to  find  it  almost  clear  of 
ice,  and  boats  rowing  to  and 
fro:  last  evening  I saw  people 
walking  over  upon  the  ice. 

1749. 

3d  month,  7th.  Very  cool  for  the  season. 

11th.  A warm  day. 

I2th.  Very  hot  weather. 

13th.  Extremely  hot. 

14th.  Very  hot. 

15th.  Weather  cooler. 

16th.  Pleasant  weather. 

17th.  Pleasant  weather.  Green  peas  tuere 
plenty  at  market  to  day,  though  at 
four  shillings  per  peck, — JVat.Gaz. 


Illustration  of  British  Affairs. 

Extract  from  the  number  of  the  EdinbiLrgh  llevievj,fGT 
January,  1820. 

The  first  great  war  measure,  by  wiilch  we  were 
to  be  protected  from  the  evils  of  the  war  ex- 
penditure, was  the  new  settling  of  the  sinking  fund 
in  the  year  1793:  and  when  we  say,  that  the  whole 
plan,  from  the  beginning  to  the  end,  has  proved  a 
mere  deception,  we  mean  to  impute  no  improper 
motives  to  its  authors,  but  only  to  state  the  fact  as 
it  ought  to  be  stated — and  as  it  may  be  shown  in  a 
single  sentence  that  it  must  be  stated  in  order  to 
express  the  truth:  for  it  is  a fact  equally  decisive 
and  notorious  that  this  sinking  fund  has  been  form- 
ed ever  since  the  year  1773,  wholly  out  of  the  loans 
which  have  been  annually  borrowed.  The  only 
service  it  has  performed,  has  been  that  of  enabling 
ministers  te  make  loans  with  greater  facility,  .md 
to  persuade  the  public  to  bear  taxation  with  more 
good  humor,  while  it  has  encouraged  a most  pro- 
fuse  expenditure,  and  actually  cost  the  public,  for 
the  expenses  of  the  commissioners  and  office,  the 
sum  of  187,000/.” 

“Now  let  us  see  what  have  been  the  prices  since 
1797,  of  the  same  commodities. 

“The  prices  of  the  last  22  years  have  exceeded 
those  of  the  preceding  161  years  by  about  100  per 
cent. 

«‘The  taxes  are  now  greater  than  they  were  in 
1791,  by  32,952,674/.  or  somethingmore  thantwo^ 
thirds, 

«It  appears,  that  the  annual  charge  for  the  fund- 
ed and  unfunded  debt  is  greater  now,  than  it  was  in 
1790,  by  36,362,  862/.  and  that  the  peace  establish- 
ment, for  the  army,  navy,  ordnance,  and  miscella- 
neous services,  for  I8l9,  exceeds  that  for  1790  by 
13, 991,  261/.  Thirdly,  and  lastly,  as  to  the  public 
debt,  it  will  be  found  by  reference  to  official  docu- 
ments, that  in  the  year  1792,  the  whole  debt  was 
238,231,218/.  and  that  it  amounted,  excluding  Ire- 
land, to  700,000,000/.  at  the  beginning  of  last  year. 

“The  following  may  he  considered  as  an  accurate 
exposition  of  the  actual  state  of  our  income  and  ex- 
penditure at  the  commencement  of  1819.  The  to- 
tal income  of  the  United  Kingdom  for  this  year,  ta- 
king the  produce  of  the  taxes  as  in  181^  would 
be  54,0^1,93?/,  which  sum,  set  against  the  expen- 
diture of  67,759,882/.  makes  the  deficiency  of  the 
income  13,725,945/  for  the  year  1819.” 

“The  grand  result  of  all  our  finance  plans  is  short- 
ly this — first,  that  instead  of  being  relieved  by  the 
peace  from  taxation,  by  the  repeal  of  all  war  taxes, 
custom-war  duties  have  been  made  permanent  to 
the  amount  of  2,769,000/.  Excise  war  duties  have 
been  continued  to  1821,  to  the  amount  of 3,500,000/. 
and  they  also  must  be  made  permanent,  to  accom- 
plish the  object  ofthese  resolutions:  while,  in  addi- 
tion to  these  war  taxes  so  continued,  new  taxes 
have  been  imposed,  estimated  to  pay  into  the  ex- 
chequer the  net  sum  of  3,190,000/,  Secondly,  that 
instead  of  an  efficient  sinking  fund  of  23,195,900/. 
to  reduce  the  national  debt,  we  have  one,  on  paper, 
of  5,000,000/.  but  accoi’dingto  the  probable  produc- 
tion of  the  revenue,  one  which  will  fall  very  far 
short  of  this  sum.” 

“The  total  expenditure  upon  the  public  depart- 
ments that  are  employed  to  manage  and  audit  tlie 
public  money,  after  it  has  come  into  the  exchequer, 
appears  to  amount  to  1,100,000/.  a year.” 

After  having  witnessed  the  facility  with  which 
the  public  was  led  to  approve  of  the  application  of 
the  sinking  fund  to  the  current  expenses  of  the 
state,  we  should  not  be  at  ail  surprised  to  find  the 
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reducUon  of  the  dividends  become  a topic  of  .ge- 
neral speculation,  and  even  a favorite  project  of  fi- 
nanced’ 

“The  gross  revemie,  after  deducting  drawbacks 
and  allowances,  was  58,000,000/.  The  expenses  of 
collecting  was,  and  still  is,  something  more  than  7 
percent.” 

“In  Great  Britain,  the  taxes  amount  to  about  3/. 
lOsf.  a head.” 

“ The  first  war  that  occurs  will  find  the  country 
with  a capital  depressed  by  the  taxes  which  direct- 
ly obstruct  industry:  with  a revenue  scarcely  able 
to  pay  the  dividends  on  its  debt;  and  with  its  debt, 
not  only  undiminislied,  but  in  all  probability  aug- 
mented.” 

“Insurrections  of  the  most  sanguinary  and  fero- 
cious nature  would  be  the  immediate  consequence 
of  any  very  sudden  change  in  the  system  of  the  poor 
Jaws;  not  partial,  like  those  that  proceed  from  an  im- 
peded or  decaying  state  of  manufactures,  but  as  uni- 
versal as  the  poor  laws  themselves,  and  as  ferocious 
as  insurrections  always  are  which  are  led  on  by 
hunger  and  despair.  Let  no  man  hope  to  get  rid 
of  these  laws,  even  in  the  gentlest  and  wisest  me- 
thod, without  a great  deal  of  misery,  and  some  risk 
of  tumult.” 

In  all  cases  the  nutritive  quality  of  the  food  is 
'injured  Jby  the  artificial  ingredient^!  inter-mixed 
with  it;  and  when  these  ingredients,  as  frequently 
happens,  are  of  a poisonous  quality,  they  endan- 
ger the  health  and  even  the  life  of  all  to  whom 
.tliey  are  vended.” 

‘‘Among  the  number  of  substances  used  in  do- 
mestic economy,  which  are  now  very  generally 
found  sophisticated,  may  be  distinguished — tea, 
coffee,  bread,  beer,  wine,  spirtuous  liquors,  salad 
oil,  pepper,  vinegar,  mustard,  cream  and  other  ar- 
ticles of  subsistence. — Indeed,  it  would  be  difficult 
to  mention  a single  article  of  food  which  is  not  to 
be  m.et  with  in  an  adulterated  state;  and  there 
are  some  substances  which  are  scarcely  ever  to  be 
procured  genuine. 

“Those,  by  whom  the  offence  of  adulterating 
articles  of  provision  is  committed,  are  generally 
creditable  and  wealthy  individuals.” 

“After  a lapse  of  five  or  six  years,  it  cannot  truly 
be  .affirmed  that  any  considerable  improvement  has 
taken  place  in  any  branch  of  industry.  At  this 
moment  they  are  alknearly  as  much  depressed  as 
ever.  Pauperism,  instead  of  being  diminished,  is 
rapidly  increasing,  nor  without  some  very  decided 
change  in  our  domestic  policy,  is  there  the  least 
reason  tp  expect  any  material  improvement  in  the 
condition  of  the  great  bod>  of  the  people.” 

“According  to  the  late  reports  of  tlie  committees 
of  the  house  of  commons  on  the  poor  laws  the  ave- 
rage expenditure  of  1813, 1814,  and  1815,  amount- 
ed to  no  less  than,  8,164,496/— a sum  which  the 
committee  states  must  since  have  been  very  great- 
ly increased;  and  which  we  believe,  would  now  be 
underrated  at  tex  millions.” 

“Xlie  conditions  of  the  great  bulk  of  the  people — 
of  all  who  must  depend  on  the  wages  of  labor  for 
support — is  at  this  moment  decidedly  worse  than 
at  any  former  period.” 

“It  appears,  from  accounts  printed  by  order  of 
the  house  of  commons,  that  the  gross  produce  of 
the  revenue  of  Great  Britain,  for  the  twenty  years 
commencing  5th  January,  1797,  and  ending  5th 
Jan.  1817, amounted  to  the  almost  incredible  sum 
,of  1,290,182,529/,  But,  besides  the  enormous  le- 


vies thus  compulsorily  wrung  from  the  necessities 
of  the  poor,  and  the  overburthened  revenue  of  the 
ricii,  an  additional  sum  of  about  450  millions  of  real 
capital  wa?i  borrowed  by  government,  and  added  to 
our  funded  and  floating  debts.” 

'The  sum  ofTHiiiTv  Tvro  millions — a Sum  greater 
than  the  entire  rental  of  all  the  land  in  the  empire 
- is  annually  drawn  from  the  pockets  of  the  in- 
dustrious classes,  to  support  that  numerous  class  of 
persons,  whose  capitals  having  been  lent  to  the 
state,  and  are,  in  consequence,  destitute  of  ahy 
other  means  of  subsistence.” 

“A  British  workman  might  if  he  were  permitted 
to  buy  his  food  in  the  cheapest  market,  purchase  a 
quarter  of  wheat  for  45s.  or  at  most  50s.  but  the 
prohibition  against  importation,  by  raising  its  price 
to  80s.  has  precisely  the  same  effect,  aS  if  he  were 
to  pay  a direct  tax  of  30s,  or  35s  on  every  quarter 
he  consumes;  and  averaging  the  consumption  oF 
each  individual  at  three-fourths  of  a quarter  of 
wheat,  it  is  really  equivalent  to  a capitation  tax  of 
22s.  6c/.  or  to  more  than  three  times  the  sum  paid  by 
the  people  of  Holland,  as  a composition  for  the  tax 
on  bread.”, 

“But  on  the  hypothesis  that  the  present  income 
of  the  united  kingeiom  is  equal  to  350  millions,  it 
is  plain  that  very  little  less  than  one-third  of  tlie 
entire  revenue  of  the  industrious  classes  is  swal- 
lowed up  by  taxation,  and  by  the  bounty  to  the 
growers  of  corn;  or,  wliich  is  the  same  thing,  eve- 
ry poor  man  is  obliged  to  labor  two  dayii  out  of  the 
six,  not  for  the  benefit  of  himseif  or  his  master,  but 
in  order  to  satisfy  the  demands  of  the  treasur}';  and 
this  in  addition  to  one  third  of  the  profits  of  all  fixed 
capital,  such  as  land,  machinery,  &c.  and  of  profes- 
sional incomes  devoted  to  the  same  purpose!  Sure- 
ly it  is  unnecessary  to  seek  elsewhere  for  an  ex- 
planation of  the  difficulties  in  which  we  are  involv- 
ed. 

“It  is  this  inordinate  extension  of  the  public  bur- 
dens which  has  cast  down  respectable  tradesmen, 
farmers  and  manufacturers,  from  a state  of  afflu- 
ence and  independence,  to  one  of  embarrassmejit, 
poverty,  and  misery-  which  has  rendered  it  next 
to  imposible  for  a young,  healthy,  able-bodied  la- 
bourer to  suport  himseif  by  Ills  unaided  exertions. h 

“Palliatives  may  delay,  but  It  is  not  in  the  nature 
of  things  that  they  should  be  able  to  avert  the  final 
triumph  of  pauperism.  Nothing  but  a very  great 
reduction  of  the  demands  made  by  government, 
and  the  total  repeal  of  the  worst  of  all  possible 
taxes — the  tax  on  corn,  can  save  the  coimtry  from 
the  abyss  of  poverty  and  misery  to  which,  if  it  has 
not  already  arrived,  it  is  fast  hastening.” 

“The  average  price  of  corn  in  Britain,  is  more 
than  three  times  its  average  price  in  Kentucky; 
but  a Kentucky  farmer,  with  a capital  of  1000/ 
would,  notwithstanding’,  derive  from  it  at  least  as 
much  profit  as  lie  could  derive  from  the  capital  of 
3000/.  or  4000/.  employed  in  farming’  in  this  coun- 
try. 

“The  military  peace  establi^iment  of  Great  Bri- 
tain and  Ireland  in  1792,  was  fixed  at  27,000  regu- 
lar troops;  and  the  whole  aggregate  force  employ- 
ed at  home  and  in  the  colonies,  amounted  only  to 
44,000,  and  the  expense  to  about  two  millions. -- 
Now,  however,  exclusive  of  a yeomanry  force  of 
between  60,000  and  70,000,  which  had  no  existence 
previous  to  the  late  war,  we  maintain  60,000  regu- 
lar troops  in  England  and  Ireland  only;  and  the  en- 
tire expenses  of  themititary  department  is  at  least 
equal  to  seven  millions; 
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F orsign  Articles. 

GRKAT  BIUTAIN  A>D  IRELAND. 

Some  of  the  British  papers  think  that  the  execu- 
tion or  banishment  of ‘twenty,  two  hundred,  or  two 
thousand  persons,”  will  only  act  upon  the  present 
state  of  things  in  England  as  “a  casual  blood  let- 
ting,” and  be  wholly  ineffectual.  It  is  said — 
“Threaten  a starving  raanufacturer  of  England 
■with  jails  and  executions,  and  he  will  tell  you  “/«s 
case  cannot  be  -wovse?^  Talk  to  him  of  altars  and 
#ire-sides,  and  lie  will  point  to  his  cheerless  hearth 
and  emaciated  family.  And  speak  to  him  of  banish- 
ment, and  he  will  reply,  “it  has  no  terrors  for  me.” 

the  Irish  papers  are  filled  with  accounts  of  the 
commission  of  tiie  most  shocking  crimes,  and  the 
infliction  of  the  most  degrading  and  sanguinary 
punishments. 

A motion  has  been  made  and  carried  in  the 
house  of  lords,  to  obtain  a hst  of  the  salaries  and 
pensions  granted  to  foreign  ministers  within  the 
last  ten  i/ears.  A great  many  petitions  have  been 
presented  from  agriculturalists  praying  fur  relief, 
and  the  further  extension  of  the  corn  law,  as  to  the 
minimum  price  at  which  foreign  grain  may  be  in- 
troduced: yet  there  is  some  conversation  about  re- 
pealing .;omeof  the  restrictions  on  commerce,  and 
of  throwing  the  British  market  open  to  a fair  com- 
petition;— but  nothing  more  will'be  done  than  to 
talk  about  it.  The  revenue  is  so  much  built  upon 
prohibition  and  restriction,  that  they  cannot  be 
jnaterially  a!fecte*d  without  a severe  operation  on 
the  resources  of  the  government.  Mr.  Brougham 
moved  in  the  house  of  commons,  that  the  droits  of 
the  admiralty  should  be  placed  at  the  disposal  of 
parliament — these  are  vast  sums  at  the  command  of 
the  kliig  or  his  ministers.  The  motion  was  reject- 
ed—155  for,  and  2/3  against  it  V/hen  the  civil 
list  w'as  under  discussion,  lord  John  Russell  propos- 
ed to  abolish  the  offices  groom  of  the  stools  master 
of  the  haioks,  tkc  , but  he  was  voted  down  by  a ma- 
jority of  89.  The  king  is  to  be  crowned  on  tlie 
,1st  of  August.  Another  affair  has  taken  place  at 
Oldham,  between  the  people  and  the  military,  in 
which  five  of  the  former  wei'e  wounded.  Sundry 
persons,  who  were  taken  up  as  implicated  in  the 
late  conspiracy,  have  been  released  without  bail, 
or  other  punishment,  except  what  they  had  suffer- 
ed from  imprisonment. 

It  is  stated  in  a London  opposition  paper,  that 
the  expenses  of  the  coronation  of  George  the  IVth 
will  exceed  800,000Z.  sterling.  This  is  hardly  pos- 
S ble — there  must  be  a mistake  in  the  figures,  we 
apprehend — but  the  expense  will  be  enormous. 

.The  poor  rates  of  England  now  amoimt  to  nearly 
ten  millions  sterling  per  annum — or  forty-four  mil- 
lions of  dollars!  It  is  stated  that  near  Coventry,  these 
rates  alone  cause  a tax  of  two  guineas  on  an  acre 
of  land.  Many  farms  in  vai’ious  parts  of  the  king- 
dom are  let  upon  the  condition  that  the  occupiers 
shall  pay  the  tythes,  taxes  and  poor  rates— and 
others  cannot  be  taken  even  upon  this  condition  ! 

rilANCE. 

It  appears  that  two  .attempts  have  been  made  at 
Paris  to  b I o-iv  vp  the  house  occupied  by  the  duchess 
of  Berri,  by  means  of  gun  powder,  prepared  for  the 
purpose, — to  destroy  t!iat  lady  and  the  “hopes  of 
France  ” A person  was  arrested  in  the  act  of  set- 
tii  g fire  to  his  apparatus,  and  several  have  been 
taken  up  as  accomplices.  ')  he  duke  d’Angoulerne 
has  been  publicly  insulted — audit  was  thought  that 
a,  secret  attack  had  been  designed  on  his  palace. 
Serious  s}^mptonis  of  disloyally  had  appeared  at 
J.yons,  and  the  troops  refused  to  act  against  tlic 
people. 


In  the  list  of  French  prelates,  eight  are  above 
eighty  years  old,  ten  are  between  seventy  and  se- 
venty-nine; only  three  are  under  fifty. — I'he  whole 
number  of  bisliops  is  fifty;  of  whom  but  seven  were 
created  such  before  the  year  179u. 

SPAIN. 

The  meeting  of  the  cortes  was  looked  to  v ith 
great  anxiety,  and  very  important  proceedings  are 
expected. 

Col.  Ag2jcro,  one  of  the  four  chiefs  who  united 
with  Quiroga  in  raising  the  standard  of  the  consti- 
tution at  the  Isle  of  Leon,  lately  visited  Madrid  on 
business.  *MIe  endeavored  to  enter  quietly,  but  the 
people  were  warned  of  his  arrival,  and  avast  mul- 
titude collected  and  carried  him  in  triumph  to  his 
lodgings.  The  next  day,  in  spite  of  his  remon- 
strances, they  mounted  him  on  a chariot,  ornament- 
ed with  palm  branches  and  drawn  by  six  white 
horse.s,  and  paraded  him  through  the  city,  the  vast 
assemblage  chauntiiig  a national  hymn!  Thus  he 
arrived  at  the  palace,  where  he  was  suffered  to  de- 
scend to  pay  his  respects  to  the  king,  to  whom  he 
apologized  for  tlie  manner  of  his  arrival;  but  the 
king  said,  I enjoin  7jou  to  condescend  to  gratify  the 
wishes  of  these  brave  people.  After  which  his  majes- 
ty ascended  the  balcony,  accompanied  by  Arco 
JlguerOf  and  was  received  wdth  exclamations,  a 
thousand  times  repeated,  e>i'~lo?ig  live  theking^  long 
live  the  constitution! 

After  this,  he  w^as  replaced  in  the  chariot,  and  it 
was  conducted  through  the  principal  streets  whicli 
were  strewed  with  flowers,  the  houses  being  deco- 
rated with  tapestry,  8cc.  as  on  the  great  festival  days. 
He  dined  with  the  officers  of  the  regiment  of  Don 
Carlos,  brother  of  the  king,  and  in  the  evening  at- 
tended the  theatre — every  where  tlie  subject  of 
admiration,  apjflause  and  respect. 

No  disorder  whatever  was  committed,  thoug'h 
the  tumultous  joy  of  the  people  of  Madrid  seems  lo 
have  been  unbounded. 

What  reflections  arise  in  the  mind,  when  for  a 
moment  we  contemplate  these  proceedings  in  hoiior 
ofAguero,  on  one  hand — and  recollect  that  a feiv 
clays  since  the  same  streets  wej’e  paraded  in  tlie 
silence  of  death  by  the  hell  hounds  of  the  accursed 
inquisition,  on  the  other! -- and  mentall}"  hear  th.e 
hymn  of  liberty  sung  by  50,000  voices,  that  lately 
trembled  in  pronouncing  the  word,  as  connected 
Muth  the  emancipation  of  Spain!  Thanks  be  to 
God,  for  this  release  of  a gallant  nation  from  civil 
and  religious  despotism!  Holy  truth  is  at  length 
allowed  a resting  place  in  this  late  benighted  land. 
The  following  is  the  letter  written  by  Don  Antonio 

Quiroga  to  col.  Don  Nicholas  de  Santiago,  which 

has  given  such  offence  to  the  editor  of  the  Bos- 
ton Gazette,  as  noticed  in  our  last  Register. 

San  Fernando,  Is/  Aprij. 

Citizen — Considering  that  there  is  no  title  more 
honorable  than  that  of  soldier,  when  the  soldier 
combats  for  the  defence  of  his  country,  I hope  you 
will  be  so  good  as  to  inscribe  my  name  as  such 
amongst  tlie  national  militia  of  Cadiz. 

The  appointment  of  general  in  chief  of  the  na- 
tional army,  vvliose  functions  I perform  at  present, 
does  not  permit  me  to  enter  upon  active  service, 
which  I would  otherwise  consider  as  my  duty;  hut 
I hope  that  the  distinguished  corps  to  which  I be- 
long will  always  consider  me  as  effective  and  under 
its  colors. 

That  God  may  preserve  you  many  years,  is  the 
wish  of  your  fellow  citizen,  QUIROGA. 

r£j^The  chiefs  of  the  insurgents,  and  who,  if 
thay  had  not  succeeded,  would  assuredly  have 
been  pul  to  death  as  traitors,  but  on  whom  the. 
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king  and  the  people  of  Spain  are  now  conferring 
all  possible  honors,  are — Ijitonio  Quiro^Uy  Philip 
^irco  Jl((uerOy  Ruphael  RiegOy  Deiustvius  O Pdlyy  and 
Lopez  Banardos. 

The  Spaniards,  howevdr,  shew  the  difference 
between  meum  and  tuuni — their  own  revolution,  is 
called  “tlie  holy  insurrection  of  Spain,” — that  of 
South  America,  “the  criminal  insurrection  of  Ame- 
rica.” 

GEHMASTT. 

In  the  Jree  town  of  Bremen,  it  has  been  forbidden 
to  publish  the  constitution  of  the  cortes,  except  in 
the  Spanish  language ! The  fulling  of  a leal  makes 
tyrants  tremble. 

The  elector  of  Hesse,  whose  dominions  are  of 
less  extent  than  some  of  the  ponds  or  lakes  in  the 
United  States,  lately  lost  his  wife— for  princesses 
as  well  as  gypsies,  die  and  rot;— whereupon  he  is- 
sued the  following  decree  for  the  regulation  of  the 
tender-hearted  Hessians!  It  is  a specimen  of  the 
superlative  impudence  of  princes:  “I'hat  from 

tiiis  day,  under  j&aira  of  my  displeasure,  and  a severe 
punishment,  all  my  subjects  abstain,  lor  the  space  of 
four  weeks,  from  all  amusements,  dancing,  theatres, 
9.nd  other  public  entertainments;  music  ol  all  kinds 
is  likewise  forbidden,  under  similar  penalties,  with 
the  exception  of  the  organ  in  churches.  My  sub- 
iects,  during  this  interval,  are  not  permitted  to  ce- 
lebrate solemn  nuptials,  accompanied  b)’^  lestivities 
and  music.  Given  under  our  signature,  and  signed 
with  my  seal,  at  Cassel,  this  Ifth  January,  1820. 

WILLIAM,  ELECTOR.” 
Vienna  can’  boast  at  present  of  250  living  authop. 
ft  contains  50  libraries,  27  presses  for  books;  for 
t’ije  arts,  music  and  maps,  eighteen  presses;  a court 
and  state  press,  and  10  lithographical  establish- 
, rnents. 

There  have  arrived  at  Trieste  the  last  year,  2186 
vessels,  and  2l32have  sailed  from  that  port. 

HUXGAKY. 

The  kingdom  of  Hungary,  with  the  provinces 
belongingto  it,  contains  at  present  7,600,000  in- 
habitants; of  wliich  5,715,000  are  Catholics,  6018 
Greeks,  1,150,000  Protestants  and  155,000  Jews. 

PEU^IA. 

The  poor  despot  of  Prussia  has  prohibited  every 
allusion  to  Spain  in  the  journals  of  his  kingdom,  and 
interdicted  the  circulation  of  English  newspapers. 
'Fo  make  a people  good  slaves,  they  must  be  kept 
ignorant. 

DEXMAEK. 

ft  is  said  that,  during  the  last  eight  years,  not  a 
single  individuaf  has  been  attacked  by  the  small 
,pox  in  the  states  of  Denmark,  all  the  inhabitants 
having  been  vaccinated  by  order  of  the  king. — 
From  this  fact  it  is  evident  that  the  small  pox, 
which  has  committed  greater  havock  than  the 
plagues  and  wars,  might  be  banished  from  the 
face  of  the  earth.  Vaccination  itself  would  then 
become  useless. 

EUSSIA. 

The  new  system  of  education  (the  Lancasterian) 
is  making  great  progress  in  Russia.  A great  num- 
ber of  schools  on  this  plan  have  been  established 
for  the  children  of  the  soldiery.  Even  in  Siberia, 
there  is  an  establishment  of  the  kind  for  training 
teachers  who  are  sent  thence  into  different  parts 
of  the  empire.  In  the  neighborhood  of  Odessa,  in 
the  south  of  Russia,  there  are  schools  for  more 
than  ten -thousand  Russian  troops.  The  Cossacks 
particularly,  are  said  to  make  extraordinary  pro- 
gress in  reading  and  writing. 

The  count  Romanzow  is  fitting  out,  at  his  own 
expense,  new  expeditions  of  discovery.  One  is 


destined  to  cross  from  Asia  to  America  upon  the 
ice,  to  the  north  of  the  counti-y  of  the  Tschuktscha-- 
ins;  the  other  is  ordered  to  ascend  one  of  the  ri- 
vers which  have  their  mouths  on  the  north-west 
coast,  or  Russian  America,  and  to  penetrate  by  the 
unknown  region  which  lies  between  the  frozen 
cape  and  the  river  Mackenzie. 

An  account  of  a voyage  to  Kova  Zembla,  by  lieut. 
Lasarew,  of  the  imperial  navy,  is  about  to  be  pub- 
lished. His  vessel  reached  73®  26'  N.  latitude. 
The  sufferings  of  her  crew  were  “indescribable.” 
The  coast  explored  seemed  to  be  covered  with 
“eternal”  ice  and  snow,  and  no  sort  of  vegetatiori 
appeared— nor  was  any  living  thing  seen,  though 
the  polar  bears  may  be  supposed  to  have  a home 
in  this  dreary  climate. 

A letter  from  St  Petersburg  of  the  22d  of  Marshy, 
says  that  a new  expedition  for  northern  discoveries 
will  be  prepared  during  the  approaching  summer. 
The  ships  will  sail  from  the  mouth  of  the  Lena  for 
the  Icy  Sea,  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  coasts 
of  Siberia,  and  the  islands  which  were  discovered 
in  those  regions  some  years  since.  As  it  has  not 
yet  been  discovered  whether  these  reputed  islands 
do  not  form  part  of  a continent,  and  have  been 
hitherto  visited  only  in  winter,  it  will  be  very  in- 
teresting to  ascertain  at  what  point  the  ice  permits 
an  approach  to  them  during  the  summer,  and  to 
determine  theit  extent. 

The  Circassian  and  several  tribes  on  the  Cauca- 
sus, have  received  from  the  Bible  Society  of  War- 
saw, BibLs  in  their  language;  but  unhappily  they 
now  make  them  into  cartridges. 

The  minister  of  “public  worship  and  instruction,” 
has  publisiied  a report,  exhibiting  charges  against 
the  Jesuits,  and  recommending  their  immediate 
expulsion  from  the  empire.  The  emperor  has  ap- 
proved of  the  report,  and  ordered  that  it  shall  be 
carried  into  immediate  effect.  The  officers  charged 
to  execute  the  order,  are  directed  to  pay  every  re- 
spect to  the  aged  and  infirm  Jesuits. 

London,  Aprill9.  There  are, no  truths  in  Paris 
071  dits,  that  the  emperor  of  Russia  is  forming  an 
arr\y  on  the  Turkish  frontier,  any  more  than  that 
he  is  forming  one  on  the  Rhine,  or  in  the  moon. 
The  policy  of  this  monarch  is  radically  pacific.  It 
is  very  true  that  he  keeps  on  foot  a large  army,'*' 
but  in  times  of  peace  a great  part  of  the  men  are 
absent  on  long  furloughs,  and  are  occupied  in  hcts- 
bandry  and  many  handicraft  arts. 

GUEECE. 

All  Greece  applauds  the  zeal  and  patriotism  o'f 
the  inhabitants  of  Scio.  This  place  is  regarded  by 
all  the  islands  of  the  Archipelago,  as  the  new 
Athens-  The  great  college  at  Chios  is  the  general 
assembling  place  of  the  studious  youth  of  all  Greece. 
The  number  of  pupils  at  this  college  amounted  in 
the  course  of  the  last  year,  to  seven  hundred.  At 
the  end  of  the  present  year  it  will  exceed  a thou- 
sand. Among  other  distinguished  professors,  is 
Mr.  Bombas,  who  has  been  for  some  time  in  Paris 
and  visited  colleges  there.  He  intends  publishing 
a work  upon  the  elements  of  chemistry,  in  the  mo- 
dern Greek  language.  There  has  been  a printing- 
press  in  Scio  for  some  time.  The  most  important 


*The  following  was  its  force  on  the  1st  January, 
1820. 


Infantry  .... 

613,722 

Cavalry  . . . . 

118,141 

Artillery  . , . 

27,632 

Garrison  battalions 

77,000 

Total 

836,505 

5£6 
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event  in  the  annals  of  modern  Greece,  is  the  estab-f 
lishment  of  a public  library,  which  already  contains 
30,000  volumes. 

EGYPT. 

The  last  news  from  this  country,  of  inexhaustible 
curiosity,  contains  information  respecting  the  la- 
bors of  that  magnificent  undertaking,  tlie  grand 
crmal  of  Alexandria.  Already  the  primary  effects 
of  it  have  given  an  impulse  to  agriculture  and  in- 
dustry, such  as  might  be  expected  from  it.  I he  cul- 
ture of  cotton,  of  the  sugar  cane,  and  of  the  mulber- 
ry tree,  is  beginning  to  assume  a degree  of  activity, 
as  also  the  rearing  of  silk  worms;  and  some  import- 
ant new  manufactories  are  already  at  wbrk,  hold- 
ing out  the  promise  of  future  commercial  prosperity. 
turkey. 

We  have  along  detail  of  the  insurrection  at  Alep- 
po, and  its  subsequent  siege  and  capture  by  the 
troops  of  ^the  Porte,  under  several  pachas.  The 
heatls  of  many  of  the  chiefs  of  the  insurgents  have 
been  sent  to  Constantinople,  which  were  exposed 
over  tlie  gates  of  the  seraglio.  But  tranquility  does 
not  appear  to  be  fully  restored — we  only  wonder 
tliat  the  grand  Turk  has  so  long  been  able  to  pre- 
serve the  integrity  of  his  dominions. 

HATTI. 

Pre.sident  Boyer  is  inviting  the  free  blacks  of  the 
United.  States  to  emigrate  to  Hayti,  in  preference 
to  Africa,  promising  them  protection  and  assistance. 
An  address  to  the  Haytians  on  this  subject  says — 
«‘Our  past  sufi’erings — our  unexampled  efibrts  to 
regain  our  primitive  rights— our  solemn  oath  to 
live  free  and  independent — the  happy  situation  of 
our  island,  which  may  be  justly  called  the  queen  of 
the  Antilles— the  astonishing  fertility  of  its  soil, 
which  makes  it  the  garden  of  the  western  archi- 
pelago— the  progress  of  its  inhabitants  in  civiliza- 
tion, and  in  some  of  the  fine  arts;  our  wise  constitu- 
tion which  insures  a free  country  to  Africans  and 
their  descendants;  all  lead  us  to  believe  that  the 
hand  of  Providence  lias  destined  Hayti  for  a land  of 
promise,  a sacred  asylum,  where  our  unfortunate 
brethren  will,  in  the  end,  see  their  wounds  healed 
by  the  balm  of  equality,  and  their  tears  wiped  away 
by  the  protecting  hand  of  liberty.’^ 

\ CANADA. 

Quebec,  June  12.— Reported  this  year,  from  sea, 
to  10th  June  inclusive,  283  vessels,  74,475  tons — 
arrivals  in  1819  up  to  the  1st  July,  311  vessels,  and 
75,564  tons. 

CHRONICLE. 

Col.  Trumbull  has  agreed  with  Mr.  Durand,  of 
New  York,  to  engrave  his  celebrated  picture  of  the 
“Declaration  of  Independence:”  his  other  great 
painting  of  the  “Surrender  of  Cornwallis,”  is  nearly 
completed. 

Counterfeit  bills,  of  the  bank  of  the  United  States, 
hitherto  noticed  and  described,  of  the  denomina- 
tions of  50  and  500  dollars,  begin  to  reach  our  cities 
from  the  interior.  They  are  all  of  the  parent  bank, 
and  so  well  done,  as  to  render  it  uii^afe  for  almost 
any  one  to  receive  notes  of  that  bank,  of  those  de- 
nominations, unless  assured  of  the  responsibility  of 
the  person  tenHeringthe  same. 

Counterfeit  bills  of  the  Meclianics*  bank  of  New 
York,  of  three  dollars — are  as  “plenty  as  blackber- 
ries,” and  so  well  executed  as  to  be  difficult  of  de- 
tection when  carefully  compared  with  the  genuine 
notes! 

Union  Bank  of  Maryland,  Thomas  Ellicott,  esq. 
has  been  appointed  president  of  this  institution, 
vice  Henry  Payson,  esq.  resigned;  and  the  latter 
was  unanimouaJy  elected  by  the  board  a director 


to  supply  the  vacancy  caused  by  the  election  of  Mr. 
Ellicott  to  the  presidency.  The  duties  required  of 
the  president  interfered  with  Mr.  P’s  private  busi- 
ness, and  caused  his  retirement  from  a situation 
which  he  has  for  several  years  filled  with  so  much 
honor.  We  make  this  explanation,  because,  lately, 
wiien  presidents  and  cashiers  of  banks  have  resign- 
ed, it  was  for  the  reason  that  they  were  about  t& 
be  dismissed  for  mal-conduct^ 

A lottery  has  heen  authorized  in  Connecticut  to 
raise  the  sum  of  15,000  dollars  for  the  bishop*^ 
fund ! 

Privateering.  The  pilot  boat  Star,  Preble,  arriv- 
ed at  Baltimore  on  Wednesday  last  from  the  capes, 
brought  up  thirteen  Spaniards,  who  liad  been  put 
on  board  by  a patriot  brig-  commanded  by  cap- 
tain Almeida.  The  men  belonged  to  the  Spanish 
barque  St.  Jago,  from  St.  Jago  de  Cuba  for  Balti- 
more, which  vessel  had  been  captured  in  five  fa- 
thoms water  and  taken  ofFby  the  brig  The  St.  Ja- 
go is  said  to  have  had  on  board  gSOOO  for  mer- 
chants in  Baltimore,  under  charge  of  an  American 
passenger. 

Outrage.  The  American  schooner  Mary,  from 
Havana  for  Charleston,  was  boarded  by  a vessel 
under  the  flag  of  Artigas,  and  a pas'senger,  the  son 
of  Mr.  Coppinger,  governor  of  St.  Augustine^  (be- 
ing recognized)  he  was  carried  off  and  detained — ■ 
for  a ransom,  perhaps. 

Fires.  Between  thirty  and  forty  houses,  a great 
many  of  which  were  of  wood,  were  destroyed  by 
fire  at  New- York,  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  ulL 
The  loss  of  property  is  estimated  at  from  75  to 
100,000  dollars;  of  which  42,000  were  insured.  The 
firemen  were  active,  but  there  was  a want  of  water. 

One  third  part  of  the  beautiful  city  of  Troy,  N, 
y.  was  also  consumed  on  the  20th  ult.  Some  of 
the  best  houses  and  stores  fell  a prey  to  the  flames. 
The  amount  of  buildings  burnt  was  about  120,  and 
the  loss  estimated  at  nearly  one  million  of  dollars. 

Internal  Improvements.  In  consequence  of  the 
facilities  afforded  by  that  part  of  the  great  canal 
which  is  completed,  plaster  of  Paris,  or  gypsum, 
which  abounds  in  the  western  parts  of  New-York, 
is  now  selling  at  Utica  at  from  1^1.50  to  ^2  per  toil, 
and  it  is  supposed  that  any  nart  of  that  gi*eat  tract 
of  country  lying  on  the  Hudson,  may  be  supplied 
with  it  at  from  4 to  5 dollars!  Onondago  salt  will 
be  sold  at  Albany  at  from  31  to  37  cents  per  bushel; 
aitd  a bushel  of  wheat,  which  formerly  cost  44 
cents  to  transport  it  to  that  city,  will  be  brought 
there  from  the  interior,  for  the  smalj  sum  of  five 
cents.  In  truth,  this  canal,  when  finished,  will,  seem- 
ingly, bring  the  most  remote  places, even  the  most 
distant  points  of  the  great  lakes,  into  the  neigh«> 
borhood  of  the  port  of  New-York, 

Misssouri  expedition.  I'he  troops  in  eamp  at  the 
Council  Bluffs  are  said  to  have  suffered  exceeding- 
ly— of  7 or  800  men,  100  have  died, 

* Marriage  promise.  In  Somerset  co.  New  Jersey, 
a young  lady  lately  received  the  sum  of  gl250,  a? 
damages  for  a breach  of  a promise  of  marriage. 

Affair  of  honor.  Two  silly  persons  in  Virginia,; 
neighbors  and  relatives,  and  until  very  recently  in- 
timate friends,  having  differed  about  some  trifling 
matter,  agreed  to  test  the  reason  of  the  thing  by 
shooting  at  each  other  Avith  muskets  loaded  witli 
buckshot — and,  being  good  marksmen,  they  suc- 
ceeded in  killing  each  other.  One  of  them  died  oti 
the  spot,  the  other  a few  hours  after  the  affair.  ^ 

Oil  stones.  A great  bed  of  stones,  resembling 
the  Turkey  oil  stones,  and  said  to  be  superior  even 
to  them  for  sharpening  edge^-tools,  has  been  disco',- 
verednear  Easton,  Pen. 
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. Com.  MacdonovgK  bein^  at  Plattsburg  recently, 
was  invited  to  and  partook  of  a public  dinner  there, 
judge  Jonas  Platt  presiding. 

Henry  Bald-ioin,  esq.  Was  complimented  with  a 
public  dinner  at  Philadelphia  last  week,  as  an  evi- 
dence of  the  sense  of  the  people  of  his  zeal  and 
ability  as  an  advocate  of  domestic  manufactures. 
The  company  was  numerous  and  very  respectable. 
Some  of  the  toasts  drank  were  excellent.  Among 
them  were  these: 

Independence — Arts  must  preserve,  what  arms 
achieved. 

Agricxdtiire — It  is  the  interest  of  the  agricultur- 
ist, that  the  manufacturer  should  be  encouraged  to 
sit  down  beside  him. 

i.I/a;/?^/ac^^<res—Essential  to  the  independence  of 
a nation— a,nd  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  her  citi- 
irens.  Let  the  government  protect  manufactures, 
and  manufactures  will  protect  the  government. 

Commerce— The.  most  commercial  nation  in  the 
world,  is  also  the  most  manufacturing.  “Let  facts 
he  submitted  to  a candid  world.’^ 

Af^ncvltnre^  mamifactures  and  commerce.  Nurse- 
ries of  the  militia,' the  army  and  the  navy;  each 
stJ’engthening'  and  strengthened  by  the  other. 

Henry  Bald1vid—^\hen  ^ve  meet  public  men,  who 
sacrifice  merited  rewards  and  public  favor,  to  duty 
and  conscience — let  us  “grapple  them  to  our  souls 
with  hooks  of  steel.’^ 

A fine  political  lesson  is  contained  in  the  follow- 
ing  volunteer  toast,  drank  as  above  : 

''Public  morals — ^A  dextrous  though  depraved  ad- 
ministration may  rescue  the  finances  of  a country 
i-*-it  requires  virtuous,  wise  and  independent  men 
to  preserve  its  morals. 

Dr.  William  Darlington.^  member  of  congress  from 
Pennsylvania,  was  invited  to  a public  dinner  by  his 
constituents  at  West-Chester,  in  testimony  of  their 
approbation  of  his  conduct;  at  which,  among  others, 
the  following  toasts  were  drank  : 

Pennsylvania— The  birth  place  of  freemen  only. 
The  conduct  and  votes  of  twenty-one  of  her  dele- 
gation in  the  late  congress,  ought  to  endear  them 
to  the  nation.  What  pity  "tis  we  cannot  say  so  of 
the  residue. 

JUissow'i  and  the  slave  states — May  they  be  as 
ready  and  willing  to  protect  themselves  against 
tl'.eir  slaves,  without  the  aid  of  the  north,  as  they 
ha  ve  been  willing  to  increase  their  danger. 

Domestic  indnsti'y  and  economy-  The  best  cure  for 
the  hard  times. 

Our  countrywomen — Fair,  modest,  and  virtuous; 
and  never  so  lovebjy  as  when  employed  in  domestic 
duties. 

After  Dr.  D.  had  retired — 

Dr.  Wiiliaxn  Darlingtouy  our  member  of  congress— 
TIis  virtues  as  a man,  and  his  firm,  patriotic,  and  en- 
lightened conduct  as  a legislator,  have  .acquired  for 
him  the  unreserved  confidence  and  regard  of  his 
constituents. 

Mr,  Clay  partook  of  a public  dinner,  given  in 
honor  of  him  and  in  approbation  of  his  proceedings 
in  congress,  at  Lexington  on  the  7th  ult.  The  com- 
pany was  numerous  and  respectable.  Among 
others  the  following’  toasts  were  drank: 

Henry  Clay — The  friend  of  liberty,  and  the  able 
advocate  of  the  rights  of  man;  we  regret  the  loss  of 
his  eloquence  and  usefulness  in  the  councils  of  the 
nation. 

[Mr.  C/ny  then  rose,  and  expressed  his  grateful 
sense  of  the  honor  he  had  received,  and  of  the  af- 
fection and  regard  whicli  had  uififormly  been  mani- 
fested tov/ards  him  by  his  fellow  citizens.  Nothing, 


he  observed,  but  a sense  of  duty  the  most  impera» 
tive  to  himself  and  his  family,  could  induce  him  to 
abandon  a situation  so  agreeable  to  him  as  that 
which  he  had  so  long  occupied  in  their  service.-— 
He  was  happy  to  believe,  however,  that,  although 
in  zeal  and  fidelity  he  would  yield  to  none,  talents^, 
greater  than  he  could  devote  to  their  service, 
might  be  enlisted  by  them.  He  then  alluded  to  the 
three  great  topics,  which  had  of  late  principally 
claimed  his  attention  in  tlie  councils  of  the  nation 
viz,  internal  improvement,  domestic  manufactures, 
and  the  great  cause  of  freedom  in  South  America. 
The  first  object  had  not  been  completely  obtained, 
in  consequence  of  honest  doubts  and  scruples  re- 
specting the  constitutional  powers  of  congress  in 
relation  to  it;  yet  much  had  evidently  been  done 
towards  it  by  extending’  a belief  of  its  Importance, 
and  increasing  the  disposition  to  promote  it.  The 
value  of  domestic  manufactures,  especially  to  us  in 
the  west,  Mr.  Clay  dwelt  upon  with  considerable 
emphasis,  and  expressed  a conviction  that  their 
encouragement  was  absolutely  essential  to  our  pros- 
perity. On  the  subject  of  the  struggles  in  South 
America,  he  gave,  at  some  length,  liis  reasons  for 
the  zeal  he  had  displayed.  He  believed  the  pa- 
triots of  that  country  capable  of  freedom,  he  be- 
lieved they  deserved  it,  and-he  thought  it  should 
have  been  the  pride  as  well  as  the  duty,  of  this 
country,  to  liave  been  first  to  acknowledge  their 
right  to  it.  On  this  subject  he  had  been  supposed 
materially  to  difierfrom  the  executive.  It  now  ap- 
peared that  the  difference  was  rather  as  to  the 
time  and  the  mode,  than  as  to  the  substance.  The 
executive  had  been  endeavoring,  by  negociation, 
to  procure  a simultaneous  acknowledgement,  by 
the  European  powers  and  ourselves,  of  the  indepen- 
dence of  South  America,  while  he  had  been  anxious 
that  we  should  act  without  delay  and  without  con- 
cert with  other  nations.  The  only  difference  there- 
fore was  that  the  executive  had  been  more  prudent 
perhaps — at  least  more  deliberate  than  he  would 
have  been — thatthe ex!^cutive  haddeemedit  proper 
to  pay  some  regard  to  the  views  and  wishes  of  other 
nations,  while  his  desire  had  been  to  pursue  a course 
exclusively  American,  uninfluenced  by  the  policy 
of  my  lord  Castlereagh,  count  Nesselrode,  or  any 
other  of  the  great  men  of  Europe,  but  it  appeared, 
iieverthel.ess,  that  both  he  and  the  executive  were 
directing  their  efforts  to  the  same  great  end.  Mr. 
Clay  then  again  alluded  to  his  reasons  for  declining 
a re-election,  and  observed  that  he  had  resolved  to 
retain  for  a time  the  privilege  of  resigning  or  not, 
as  circumstances  might  require,  the  remainder  of 
his  present  term;  he  again  feelingly  expressed  his 
sense  of  the  encouraging  support  and  flattering  de- 
gree of  confidence  he  had  uniformly  received  from 
his  constituents  and  the  peculiar  satisfaction  he  felt 
at  the  prospect  afforded,  by  the  characters  of  those 
brouglit  before  the  public  as  candidates  for  the  of- 
fice he  clecfuied,  that  no  injury  would  result  to  the 
community  from  his  retirement. j 

^Missouri — She  will  now  enter  the  union  in  all  the 
majesty  of  acknowleged  equality  and  unfettered  in- 
dependence. I 

The  State  of  Maine — Not  less  welcome  into  the 
Union,  because  she  is  descended  from  Massachu- 
setts— ’.vhose  virtues  she  will  imitate,  and  whose 
faults  she  will  avoid. 

The  . advocates  of  0e  tariff  in  congress — They  un- 
derstood the  true  interestsy  and  ably  asserted  the 
proper  policy  of  the  country. 

Domestic  manufacUires — The  government  which 
refuses  to  promote  them,  is  unwarihy  of  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people. 
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Mobile  is  becoming-  ii  place  of  great  importance; 
about  10,000  bales  of  cotton  have  been  shipped 
from  this  port  in  the  present  year,  and  6,000  re- 
mained on  hand.  This  shews  an  increase  of  10,000 
bales  since  last  year;  and  it  is  calculated  that  at 
least  10,000  more  will  be  shipped  next  year  than 
in  the  present. 

JVeio  wheat — A cargo  of  new  wheat  from  North 
Carolina,  of  1200  bushels,  was  sold  in  Philadelphia, 
on  Monday  last,  at  94^  cents  cash. 

The  eclipse.  The  astronomers  in  England  are 
<]uite  busy  in  calculating  the  eclipse  of  the  sun, 
which  will  take  place  on  the  fth  of  September 
next.  The  eclipse  will  be  visible  over  an  extent 
of  more  than  4,000,000  square  leagues,  a surface 
nearly  equal  to  a sixth  part  of  the  earth,  and  re- 
sembling a kind  of  oval  of  about  7,500  leagues  in 
circumference;  comprising  all  Europe,  the  western 
part  of  Asia,  all  Africa  as  far  as  Monopota,  and  a 
part  of  North  America.  The  eclipse  will  last  three 
hours. 

Indian  popxdation.  It  appears  from  a statement 
m the  Cincinnati  Gazette  that  the  Indian  tribes  in- 
habiting the  province  of  'Pexas,  amount  to  about 
25,000  souls,  and  that  they  can  bring  into  the  field 
5000  warriors. 

IPerv-York.  Philip  Church,  esq.  has  condition- 
ally purchased  all  the  lands  of  the  Holland  Land 
Company  in  that  state.  The  amount  to  be  paid  is 
five  millions  of  dollars,  in  40  years,  at  4 per  cent, 
interest,  annually. 

Buffalo,  June  18. — The  steamboat  Walk-in-the- 
water  left  this  place  on  Saturday  morning  last,  for 
Mackina,  with  a full  freight,  and  about  50  passen- 
gers, among  whom  are  col.  Wool,  inspector-gene- 
ral of  the  northern  division,  and  major  Delalield, 
attached  to  the  boundary  commission.  We  under- 
stand tliatlier  freight  consisted  principally  of  goods 
belonging  to  the  American  Fur  Company,  amount- 
ing in  value  to  upwards  of  g 100,000. 

J\orfolk,  Ju?ie  23.  The  seamen  who  were  stated 
in  our  last  to  have  been  taken  from  on  board  the 
brig  Wilson,  and  sent  up  to  Riclimond  for  trial,  on 
a charge  of  violating  the  laws  of  congress  for  the 
prevention  of  foreign  enlistments,  underwent  an 
examination  before  chief  justice  Maiisiiall,  (the 
Miorning  after  their  arrival  in  Richmond)  who  re- 
manded them  for  trial  at  the  November  term  of 
the  district  court,  and  they  were  accordingly 
brought  back  in  the  steam  boat  Richmond,  the 
same  day,  and  recommitted  to  the  jail  of  this  bo- 
j»ough.  IV.  S.  Lacoste,  the  landlord  spoken  of  in 
onr  last,  who  was  also  in  custody,  in  consequence 
of  being  charged  with  having  procured  the  illegal 
enlistment  of  the  men,  was  acquitted  for  want  of 
evidence  of  the  fact.  The  chief  justice  [of  the 
U.  S.]  dispensed  with  all  unessential  formality  on 
•i  ihs  occasion,  and  held  his  court  for  the  examina- 
tion of  tlic  prisoners  on  board  the  steam  boat, 
which  lay  at  Rockets,  and  to  which  place  he  re- 
oaired  on  foot,  a distance  of  about  two  miles  from 
iiis  residence.  We  mention  this  incident  (unim- 
portant in  itself,)  as  bespeaking  a nobleness  of  mind 
and  character  in  that  truly  great  man,  which  all  the 
pomp  and  ostentation  his  dignified  station  might 
have  waiTantccl,  could  never  have  developed. 

Cincinnati,  June  15.  On  Saturday  last,  in  digging 
the  well  of  Mr.  Wright,  near  Harrison,  in  this 
county,  near  a mile  from  White  water,  and  about 
14  Let  from  the  surface,  W a bed  of  rounded 
limestone  pebbles,  a living  frog  was  dug  up,  which, 
in  a short  time,  hopped  away  as  nimbly  as  if  he 


had  been  but  a year  old.  There  are  trees  contL 
guous,  and  in  lower  ground,  more  than  500  years 
old,  winch  have  evidently  taken  the  places  of  others 
of  equal  growth;  so  that  this  frog  had  probably 
lain  buried  for  1000  years. 

Law  case.  In  the  circuit  court  of  the  District 
of  Columbia — June  term,  1820.  Usury — Gaither^ 
vs  Lee. 

This  was  an  action  brought  by  the  plaintiff 

against  the  defendant  to  recover  the  sum  of 

dollars,  under  the  following  circumstances.-  A bill 
was  drawn  by  John  Wells,  Jr.  in  favor  of  James 

Hodnett,  on  the  defendant,  payable  days 

after  date.  This  bill  was  regularly  accepted  by  the 
defendant.  It  further  appeared  in  evidence,  that 
the  payee  of  the  bill,  being  in  want  of  funds,  ap- 
plied to  his  agent,  William  S.  Nicholls,  to  raise  mo- 
ney upon  it  by  getting  it  discounted  for  him.  Ni- 
cholls  applied  to  the  plaintiff,  G.  R.  G.  who  agreed 
to  advance  the  money  on  the  bill,  at  a discount  of 
4 per  cent,  per  month;  which  the  payee  of  the  bill, 
by  Ills  agent,  W.  S.  N.  agreed  to  take.  The  bill 
was  not  paid  by  the  acceptor  when  it  became  due, 
was  regularly  protested  for  non-payment,  and  this 
suit  was  instituted  against  the  acceptor  to  recover 
amount  of  the  bill.  Suits  were  also  brought  against 
the  maker  and  payee  of  the  bill.  The  defence  set 
up  by  the  drawer  of  the  bill  in  this  case  was,  that 
the  contract  was  usurious : (For  it  must  be  observ- 
ed that  the  above  defence  was  not  made  by  the  de- 
fendant, W.  Lee,  but  by  the  di’awer,  for  whose  ac- 
commodation the  bill  was  accepted).  It  was,  or$ 
the  other  hand,  contended,  tliat  the  bill  was  fairl/ 
sold  in  market,  and  not  loaned,  and  that  the  plain- 
tiff could  not,  and  did  not  know  to  whose  use  the 
money  was  to  be  applied.  Upon  argument,  it  was 
decided  that  the  contract  was  usurious,  and  that 
the  plaintiff  was  not  entitled  to  recover  in  this  suit. 

A verdict  was  accordingly  entered  for  the  defen- 
dant. [ City  Gaz. 

Law  decision.  Frankfort,  Ky.  June  8.  On  Satur- 
day last  the  United  States’  circuit  court,  sitting  in 
this  place,  gave  their  opinion  upon  the  constitu- 
tionality of  the  replevin  law,  passed  by  the  legis- 
lature of  this  state  at  their  last  session.  From 
those  who  heard  the  decision,  we  are  informed, 
that  the  jiidg-es  affirmed  the  power  of  the  state  t» 
pass  a replevin  law,  and  also  the  constitutionality 
of  the  feature  of  the  law  which  requires  an  en- 
dorsement that  Kentucky  paper  will  be  taken,  or 
in  a case  of  a failure  to  do  so,  g-ives  a replevin  of 
two  years.  But  they  declared  that  so  much  of  the 
law  as  allows  a sale  of  property  taken  under  exe- 
cution in  certain  cases,  on  a credit,  is  unconstitu- 
tional. 

I'lie  former  part  of  this  decision  was  founded  on 
a distinction  between  the  contract  and  the  law  for 
enforcing  its  observance,  and  on  the  principle  that 
the  state  may  vary  the  latter  at  will  without  impair- 
ing tl'.e  obligation  of  the  former.  The  latter  part 
of  the  decision  was  founded  on  the  grounds,  that, 
to  compel  the  creditor  to  take  one  man’s  obligation 
in  discharge  of  another’.s  debt,  impairs  the  con- 
tract, by  changing  the  terms  and  the  parties,  and,  ia 
effect,  makes  the  bonds  of  individuals  a legal  ten- 
der, contrary  to  the  constitution. 

..Another  revolution  ary  hero  gone/ 

Died,.  In  Washington,  on  Tuesday  night  last,  aged 
66,  general  John  Gassaway,  a distinguished  revolu- 
tionary heix). 

I 
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(Xj^The  grand  celebration  of  the  anniversary  of 
the  declaration  of  independence  at  Baltimore,  on 
Tuesday  last,  received  a Itigh  degree  of  interest 
from  the  presence  of  Charles  Cahuoll,  of  CarrolU 
ion,  one  of  the  four  survivors  of  those  who  signed 
that  far-famed  instrument;  he  took  a part  in  the 
procession,  supported  by  col.  John  E.  llofward  and 
general  Samuel  Smith,  who  maintained  with  their 
swords  what  the  congress  decreed. 

Dr.  Watkins,  who  had  been  appointed  to  read  the 
declaration  of  independence,  on  receiving  from  Mr. 
Carroll  the  copy  which  he  had  borne  in  the  proces- 
sion, prefaced  a performance  of  the  part  assigned 
him,  the  following  elegant  and  feeling  remarks: 
“The  committee  of  arrangement  having  made  it 
my  task,  upon  this  glorious  occasion,  to  read  the 
declaration  of  independence,  it  was  not  my  design 
to  have  prefaced  it  with  a single  remark;  but,  uji- 
der  circumstances  so  well  adapted  to  inspire  a glow 
of  enthusiasm  in  the  coldest  bosom,  and  to  give  to 
the  proceedings  of  this  day  an  interest,  which  can- 
not fail  to  be  felt,  and  remen»bered,  to  the  end  of 
our  lives,  1 must  be  pardoned  for  giving  utterance 
to  the  emotions  which  tliey  excite. 

“Few,  very  few,  of  those  whose  hearts  swelled 
with  the  triumph  of  patriotism,  when  this  declare-' 
tion  first  received  the  sanction  of  a natioids  ivill,  now 
survive  to  participate  in  the  blessings  of  their  own 
creation.  One  of  these  few,  our  oton  representative, 
silvered  o’er,  indeed,  and  trembling  with  age,  but 
still  cherishing  in  his  heart  the  remembrance  of 
that  proud  day,  wlien  his  name  was  enrolled  among 
tlie  guardians  of  our  infant  independence,  noiv  sits 
in  the  midst  of  ns: — Tlie  same  hand  \v\v\Q.h,f arty  four 
years  ag-o,  traced  upon  this  immortal  scroll  the  name 
of  CuAULEs  Carroll,  of  Carrollton,  now  presents  it 
to  me.  Who  could  witness  such  a scene  unmoved? 
Who  could  stand  in  the  presence  of  the  venerable 
patriot,  and  not  catch  the  influence  of  that  holy 
flame,  which  filled,  illumined,  and  inspired  him,  in 

“But  T am  trespassing  upon  the  province  of  one, 
whose  rich  and  animated  eloquence,  will  do  more 
ample  justice  to  the  subject — I proceed,  therefore, 
to  my  task:” 

Memorial  of  general  Jackson. 

(Printed  by  order  of  the  *enate  of  the  United  States.) 

T/ze  memorial  of  Andrew  Jackson, major-general  in  the 
army  of  the  United  States,  and  commander  of  the 
southern  division. 

TO  THE  HONORABLE  THE  SENATE  OF  THE  V.  STATES! 

On  the  18th  of  December,  1818,  your  honorable 
body  resolved,  “That  the  message  of  the  president, 
and  documents  relative  to  the  Seminole  war,  be  re- 
ferred  toa  select  committee,  who  shall  have  autho-^ 
rity,  if  necessary,  to  send  for  persons  and  papers; 
that  said  committee  enquire  relative  to  the  advance 
of  the  United  States’  troops  into  West  Florida; 
whether  the  officers  in  command  at  Pensacola  and 
St.  Marks  were  amenable  to,  and  under  the  control 
of  Spain;  and,  particularly,  what  circumstances  ex- 
isted to  authorize  or  justify  the  commanding  gene- 
ral in  taking  possession  of  those  posts.” 

In  conformity  with  this  resolution,  a select  com- 
mittee of  five  persons,  of  your  honorable  body, 
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was  appointed,  who,  on  the  24th  February,  1819. 
made  a reportj 

The  committee  had  ample  time  for  a correct  ex-’ 
amination  of  the  subject  submitted  to  their  consi^- 
detation,  and  the  means  by  which  tp  have  been 
fully  satisfied  of  the  innocence  of  your  respondent; 
yet,  in  their  report,  has  he  been  accused  of  crimes 
against  the  laws  and  constitution  of  his  country. 
Upon  a review  of  that  document,  your  respon- 
dent is  free  to  declare,  that  both  the  narrative  of 
facts,  and  the  arguments  deduced  from  them,  ar» 
unsound  and  erroneous.  Tlie  incorrect  impressions 
with  which  the  committee  seem  to  have  labored, 
have,  in  tl\e  opinion  of  your  memorialist,  given  to 
this  subject  a distorted  aspect,  and  thrown  around 
it  a deceptive  coloring, 

With  striking  a deadly  blow  at  the  liberty  of  his 
country,  and  with  acts  of  wanton  usurpation,  which, 
for  their  enormity,  would  vie  with  the  most  absolute 
despots — with  the  directory  of  France,  durin.^  their 
short  career  of  madness  and  folly,  has  your  re,spon° 
dent  been  charged.  These  accusations  have  for 
their  object,  the  rendering  your  respondent  ob- 
noxious to  his  fellov/  citizens.  Still,  he  wili'not  so 
far  forget  the  duty  he  owes  himself,  and  the  respect 
due  the  senate  and  the  American  people,  as  to  in- 
dulge recrimination.  It  is  not  the  mean  by  whicli 
truth  can  be  arrived  at,  or  tlie  cause  of  justice  and 
impartiality  promoted.  But,  to  vindicate  himself 
from  reproach,  to  ward  off  unmerited  imputations, 
and  to  stand  in  opposition  to  a report  of  a commit- 
tee of  your  body,  which  casts  the  seueres/!  censure, 
is  a right  secured  to  kirn,  because  it  is  the  right  of 
every  citizen. 

With  all  the  respect,  therefore,  v^hich  is  due  to 
an  august  branch  of  the  government,  but  with  tliat 
frankness  and  sincerity  which  conscious  innocence 
demands  to  assume,  does  he  present  himself.  It  is 
a duty  which  he  owes  to  himseltj  to  his  office,  to 
his  family;  nay,  to  his  country,  for  which  he  has 
encountered  privations,  and  whose  interest  has 
always  been  dear,  and  paramount  to  all  other  con- 
siderations. In  doing  this,  he  will  not  depart  from 
that  respect  which  is  proper  to  be  observed;  nor 
will  he  hesitate  to  believe,  but  that  the  senate,  on 
an  impartial  examination  of  the  facts,  will  come  to 
conclusions  different  from  what  their  committee 
have  arrived  at. 

The  manner  in  which  the  enquiry  was  conducted 
by  the  committee  is  believed  to  havb  been  novel; 
a mass  of  testimony,  tending  seriously  to  affect  the 
reputation  of  an  individual,  was  collected;  and  al- 
though it  was  proposed,  yet  was  an  opportunity  de- 
nied him,  of  appearing  before  them,  to  offer  any 
statement  or  explanation  in  his  power,  in  relation 
to  those  subjects  upon  which  doubts  and  difficul- 
ties might  arise.  He  was  deprived,  by  this  refusal, 
of  the  privilege  of  confronting  his  accusers,  and 
of  interrogating  and  cross-examining  witnesse.s, 
summoned  for  his  conviction.  Siicli  testimony, 
only,  as  the  committee  chose  to  select,  was  heard, 
and  when  published  to  the  world,  declared  a lan- 
guage different  from  what  the  witnesses  intended. 

By  refusing  the  accused  an  opportunity  to  con- 
front and  cross-ex;amine  witnesses,  how  easily  may 
be  indulged  in  rancorous  invective,  and  occasions 
soiight  to  vent  malignant  and  implacable  resem- 
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iiieals.  Your  respondent  does  hot  pretend  to  assert 
that  any  thing  oftlie  kind  occurred  during  the  pre- 
sent investigation;  but,  has  barely  adverted  to  it, 
as  ibrininga  portion  of  the  evil  consequences  which 
iinight  arise  {‘rom  so  informal  a method  of  enquiry. 
To  adopt  such  a course,  is  to  prostrate  the  rules  of 
judicial  proceeding.s,  to  violate  every  maxim  of  jus- 
tice, and  to  tramjjle  down  all  the  sacred  guarantees 
of  the  constitution,  lie  has  been  tauglit  to  believe, 
that,  agreeably  to  the  provision  of  our  rnagna  char- 
iUy  every  inciiviikmal  was  secure  in  bis  life,  liberty, 
properly  and  reputation;  and  that  he  could  not  be 
tried  before  any  constituted  authority  of  the  nation 
without  being  iieard  in  bis  defence — permitted  to 
introduce  exculpatory  evidence — to  cross-examine 
and  confiont  his  accusers,  1'liis  is  one  Of  the 
choicest  fruits  of  our  republican  institutions,  and 
is  an  essential  preservative  of  liberty;  it  should  be 
guarded  with  vestal  vigilance,  and  for  no  purpose, 
whatever,  subjected  to  violation  by  any  branch  or 
deparliTient  of  the  government.  In  its  maintenance 
there  is  safety;  but  danger  in  departure, 

Tlie  committee,  whilst  adverting*  to  the  origin  of 
the  Seminole  w'ar,  have  omitted  to  enumerate  the 
Spanish  and  Indian  aggTessions  on  our  rights,  as  a 
Ji!Stihcation  of  the  measures  which  were  adopted 
in  its  prosecution.  I’liey  iiave  rather  employed 
palliutisms  for  the  outrages  of  the  enemy,  and  given 
an  aggravated  aspect  to  the  meas^are.s  which  were 
adopted  for  the  peace  and  security  of  our  frontiers. 
Add  to  this,  the  inanner  mvjhich  the  testimony  was 
collected — -the  misconception  of  facts,  and  incorrect 
arguments  contained  in  the  report — the  time  at 
wliicli  it  was  published,  and  the  style  id  which  it 
was  composed,  and  your  respondent  cannot  Ibrego 
the  belief,  tliat  it  evinces  an  hostility  the  execu- 
tive, and  to  the  military  ofneers  under  his  command. 

It  is  a subject  of  no  small  surprise,  that  this  spirit 
of  opposition  should  have  difliised  itself  after  the 
luminous  arrangement  of  facts,  with  the  conclusive 
reasoning  and  inferences  arising  from  the  laws  of 
nations,  and  tlie  United  States,  by  Mr.  Secretai-y 
Adams;  as  well  as  the  ample  and  satisfactory  dis 
cussion  in  the  house  of  representatives,  the  great 
inquest  of  the  nation.  Moreover,  congress  had 
made  provision  for  a vigorous  prosecution  of  the 
Seminole  war,  in  the  spring  of  1818,  in  conformity 
to  the  suggestion  of  tlie  president,  in  his  message 
in  the  month  of  March,  when  he  detailed  to  them 
every  information  in  relation  to  that  subject.  The 
citizens  of  Georgia  and  Alabama  had  made  repeat- 
ed calls  on  the  general  government  for  protection; 
and,  with  a full  knowledge  of  all  the  circumstances 
touching  the  causes  and  progress  of  that  M^ar,  con- 
gress authorized  the  calling  out  an  additional  bri- 
gade of  militia,  and  made  liberal  appropriations  for 
the  payment  of  the  Georgia  troops  then  in  service. 
The  president,  too,  who  is  commander  in  chief  of 
the  army  and  »avy  of  the  United  States,  and  who 
should  be  the  proper  judge  to  determine  whether 
his  orders  be  faithfully  executed,  had  made  the  acts 
of  his  officers  his  own,  not  only  by  the  express  au- 
thority which  he  had  conferred,  but  by  subsequent 
adoption  also. 

IVith  a large  majority  of  the  people  of  the  United 
States,  the  defensive  measures  adopted  by  the  go- 
vernment, as  also  the  reasons  by  which  they  had 
been  governed,  were  entirely  satisfactory,  in  con- 
sequence of  its  being  distinctly  perebived,  that  no 
other  course  could  have  been  pursued  which  would 
have  secured  the  indispensable  purposes  for  which 
the  Seminole  war  had  been  prosecuted.  That  those 
measures  should  be  denounced  us  a violation  of  the 
laws  and  constitution,  by  those  very  persons  who 
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originally  gave  them  their  suffrages,  is  certainly 
calculated  to  excite  tlie  astonishment  of  every  im- 
partial observer! 

Under  such  circumstances,  it  was  to  have  been 
anticipated,  that  all  controversy,  relative  to  the 
agency  of  your  respondent  in  giving  rise  to  the 
war,  would  have  been  completely  put  to  rest.  It 
wa.s  confidently  expected,  that  he  would  have 
escaped  the  crimination  of  your  committee — re- 
proaclies  which,  if  sanctioned  by  your  honorable 
body,  are  little  inferior  to  cashiering:  besides,  no 
instance  is  to  be  found  on  record,  where  a similar 
course  was  adopted  in  relation  to  any  of  the  Indian 
wars,  in  wliich  theUnited  States  have  been  engaged. 

Aftei-  all  the  above  circumstances  had  transpired, 
and  it  n as  supposed  that  the  subject  of  the  Semi- 
nole war  had  been  linally  disposed  of,  in  the  house 
of  representatives,  your  committee  took  it  up  with 
avidity,  prosecuted  it  with  an  assiduity  that  was 
unexampled,  and  animadverted  upon  the  conduct 
of  the  executive,  and  his  official  agents,  in  a man. 
ner  which  it  is  believed  to  be  altogether  strange 
and  novel.  By  reiterations  of  mal-conduct,  they 
seem  to  have  evinced  a disposition  to  stamp  upon 
the  whole  transaction,  and  those  connected  with  it, 
infamy  and  disgrace. 

Should  the  time  ever  arrive  when  a majority  of 
any  of  the  superior  tribunals  of  t!ie  nation,  influ- 
enced by  party  feelings,  sliall  proceed  to  criminate 
a public  officer,  or  effect  Iiis  removal,  in  order  to 
create  a vacancy,  or  to  gratify  the  ambition  of  a 
favorite  partizan,  then  may  private  resentment,  and 
the  most  angry  passions,  acquire  an  unbounded  and 
dangerou.s  cov.trol  over  their  proceedings,  Everv 
sentiment  of  justice  and  humanity  will  be  complete- 
ly stifled,  as  well  as  all  regard  for  the  constitution 
and  laws.  The  patriot  will  have  ample  cause  to 
tremble  for  the  honor  of  his  cciintry,  and  the  per- 
petuity of  her  republican  institutions.  The  vene- 
rable fabric  of  our  liberties,  which  has  been  conse- 
crated by  the  blood  of  our  heroes,  and  the  wisdom 
of  our  sages,  will  be  imminently  endangered,  if  not 
en.tirely  buried  in  ruins. 

That  the  charges  preferred  should  have  been 
published  to  the  world,  at  a time  to  preclude  all 
investigation,  is  a circumstance  but  little  calculated 
to  impart  consolation,  or  to  quiet  the  alarms  of  re- 
putation assailed.  No  other  sentiment  can  be  in- 
dulged, than  that  it  was  intended,  by  counteracting 
the  decision  of  the  house  of  representatives  previ- 
ously made,  to  produce  an  unfavorable  impression- 
on  the  public  mind, before  any  thing  could  be  offer- 
ed as  an  antidote  to  the  impressions  it  was  intend- 
ed to  disseminate.  Twelve  months  hare  almost 
elapsed,  since  the  publication  of  the  report;  all 
inve.stigation  lias  been  iiece.ssarily  postponed,  and 
hence  has  additional,  unmerited  injury  been  sus- 
tained. The  effect  has  been  to  excite  prejudice, 
and  thereby  prevent  that  impartial  examination 
which  is  so  essential  to  correct  determination.  Ca- 
lumny  has  been  aided,  suspicion  left  free  to  act,  and 
the  means  of  exciting  public  odium  amply  afforded. 
Resting  on  the  eternal  pi'inciples  of  truth  and  jus- 
tice, and  claiming  for  himself  the  high  prerogative 
secured  by  the  constitution,  this  respondent  asks 
to  appear  in  his  own  vindication,  and  to  submit  the 
ground  of  his  defence,  and  the  **molives”  by  which 
he  has  been  actuated. 

The  first  consideration  which  presents  itself,  is 
the  authority  under  which  your  committee  acted. 
Three  propositions  only  are  contained  in  the  reso- 
lution of  your  honorable  body;  upon  the  second  of 
which  no  report  has  been  made,  nor  has  your  com- 
mittee  stated  “what  circumstances  existed  to  au- 
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tliorize  or  justif}’  the  commanding  general  in 
taking  possession  of  the  Spanish  posts.”  Instead 
of  confining  themselves  within  the  pale  of  their 
powersjthey  have  travelled  over  the  whole  ground 
occupied  by  the  house  of  representatives,  in  search 
of  ne-iv  subjects  of  inquiry,  not  before  touched  on 
or  embraced  witliin  their  powers. 

So  far  as  the  committee  have  embraced,  within 
llieir  investigation,  tlie  original  causes  of  the  war; 
t!ie  withdrawal  of  the  regular  troops  from  the 
frontiers  of  Georgia;  the  employment  of  volunteers 
and  friendly  Indians;  the  execution  of  Arbuthnot 
and  Ambrister;  the  order  to  take  possession  of  St. 
Augustine,  and  the  reasons  and  motives  of  your 
respondent  in  tne  conduct  and  management  of  the 
war,  it  is  believed  to  be  an  act  of  supererogation, 
arul  a departure  from  sound  practice.  This  objec- 
tion is  not  made  by  yoiir  respondent  upon  the 
ground  that  he  considers  his  conduct  vulnerable, 
or  from  a wish  to  elude  enquiry;  but  is  barely  men- 
tioned as  presumption  of  the  strong  disposition  of 
your  committee  to  affix  censure  upon  his  motives 
and  actions. 

Upon  a careful  examination  of  the  discretionary 
orders  which  were  directed  to  your  respondent 
from  the  department  of  wai*,  there  can  be  no  ques- 
tion but  that  they  authorized  and  justified  eveiy 
measure  which  was  adopted  during  the  Semii'.ole 
war,  and  should,  at  once,  have  acquitted  him  of  all 
censure  and  responsibility.  He  was  ordered  to 
engage  in  offensive  operations — to  bring’  the  war 
wit!i  the  Seminoles  to  as/jeer/y  and  sviccew/h/ termi- 
nation, with  exemplary  punishment  for  hostilities  so 
unprovoked;  and  to  establish  a peace  on  sucli  con- 
ditions as  would  make  it  honorable  and  permanent. 
He  was,  in  effect,  charged  with  the  management 
of  the  war,  and  vested  with  the  powers  necessary 
to  give  it  effect.  No  orders  could  liave  been  more 
ample,  as  to  the  selection  of  means,  as  well  as  to 
their  application. 

The  massacre  of  Mrs.  Garret  and  children,  and 
tlie  butchery  of  lieutenant  vSeott  and  comrades, 
yourrespondent  is  informed,  were  the  events  which 
induced  the  government  to  order  him  to  take  com- 
mand of  the  operating  army,  and  to  prosecute  the 
war  with  vig’or  and  effect.  They  had  determined 
to  abandon  the  cautious  and  defensive  policy  hitiier- 
to  adopted,  and  to  pursue  a new  system  of  opera- 
tions against  the  enemy.  The  orders  directed  to 
your  respondent  and  general  Gaines,  subsequent  to 
those  tragical  events,  were  entirely  different  from 
former  ones;  inasmuch  astliey  were  peremptory  as 
to  carrying  on  operations  A7om/a  against  the  Se- 
minole Indians. 

The  first  order  to  your  respondent  had  no  refer- 
ence to  those  issued  to  general  Gaines,  save  that  of 
the  same  date  with  Ills  own,  which  was  directed  to 
him  at  Amelia  Island,  requiring  his  co-operation 
in  the  attack  upon  the  Seminoles.  In  no  part  of  it 
was  a reference  to  any  previous  order  to  your  re- ! 
spondent.  or  to  any  other  person,  pointing  out  the  | 
most  advisable  means  to  be  adopted,  or  linutingi 
him  in  their  choice  or  application.  And  even  bad 
the  orders  of  general  Gaines  been  obligatory,  as 
the  case  which  they  contemplated  never  occured, 
they  must  entirely  have  lost  their  force  and  effect. 
An  order  to  perform  a particular  service,  or  to  effect 
a specific  object,  without  any  limitation  as  to  the 
means  to  be  employed,  leaves,  it  is  conceived,  an 
entire  discretion  with  the  officer,  as  to  their  charac- 
ter  and  application— -it  then  becomes  a general 
power.  It  is  also  believed  to  be  true  that  the  limits 
6f  such  an  order  cannot  be  transcended,  without 
an  entire  <>ese,rtlon  of  the  object  ccmtemplat^d. 


The  orders  of  your  respondent  com])letely  super- 
seded those  directed  to  general  Gaines;  and  jf  so, 
he  must  stand  acquitted  of  the  high  charge  of 
having  been  g’uilty  of  their  violation.  Yet,  if  any 
doubt  could  exTst  upon  this  subject,  the  subsequent 
approval  of  the  measures  and  motives  of  your  re- 
spondent, by  the  executive  of  the  United  States, 
completely  settles  ail  controversy. 

In  the  first  page  of  the  report,  an  effort  is  made 
to  induce  a belief  tliat  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson 
was  negociated  by  your  resporaient,  and  that  the 
hostilities  of  the  Seminoles  proceeded  from  its  un- 
just and  tyrannical  demands.  Upon  this  branch  of 
the  subject,  your  respondent  begs  leave  te  remark, 
that  the  general  government  had  some  time  previ- 
ously settled  tlie  terms  of  capitulation,  and  your 
respondent,  not  as  a commissioner  or  negociator, 
but  as  the  conqueror  of  the  co, untry,  received  their 
submission  upon  those  tei-ms — terms  which  demand- 
ed the  surrender  of  their  prophets,  as  -well  as  the  insti- 
gators of  the  tvar. 

Those  Indians,  after  being  routed  at  Hoithlewai- 
iee,  in  April,  1814,  tied  to  Pensacola,  wliere  they 
were  protected,  clodied,  fed,  and  supplied  wiih 
munitions  of  war,  by  the  Sj^anish  aut]u)rities.  J'hey 
never  were  parties  to  the  treaty  at  Fort  Jacksor.; 
and  however  they  rriight  liave  been  dissatisfied  with 
tlie  eruditions,  as  demanded  fey  the  government, 
their  dissatisfaction  and  hostility  v/ere  excited  by 
Spanisii  agents  and  British  emissaries  resident 
among  them;  one  of  whom  was  the  infamous  M'ood- 
bine, who  was  then  engaged  in  enlisting  them  in 
his  service,  by  the  distribution  of  presents,  and  in 
disciplining  them  for  war.  'i  hese  facts  mig'ht  have 
been  ascertained  by  a reference  to  the  correspon- 
dence between  your  respondent  and  the  governor 
of  I^ensacola,  which  were  on  file  in  the  war  depart- 
ment. 

Upon  the  subject  of-  occupyingthe  Spanish  post.s, 
your  respondent  thinks  proper  to  observe,  that  he 
deemed  it  essentially  necessary  to  the  execution  of 
liis  orders.  It  would  have  been  impossible  to  have 
obtained  a speedy  and  effectual  termination  of  the  war, 
so  long  as  the  commandants  of  tliose  fortresses  fur- 
nished the  enemy  with  supplies  and  muriitions  of 
war,  and  aided,  abetted,  and  encouraged  them  in 
their  savage  hostilities  against  our  fi’ontier  settle- 
nxents. 

7'liey  had  both  become  the  rendezvous  for  embo- 
dying hostile  negroes  and  Indians,  aiid  for  giving 
them  comfort  ami  pi’Otection.  According  to  the 
acknowledgments  of  her  own  conunanding  officers, 
the  authority  of  Spain  over  Florida  had  ceased,  and 
was  to  be  considered  derelict  to  all  intents  and  pur- 
poses. Your  respondent  did  not  believe  himself 
under  any  obligations  to  respect  an  authority  that 
did  not  exist;  a sovereignty  that  was  not  asserted 
or  exercised:  reason  nor  law  could  require  him  to 
respect  rights  that  were  suffered  to  be  usurped  for 
the  purpose  of  promoting  a most  cruel  and  san- 
guinary war  against  tlie  citizens  of  the  United 
States.  These  posts  had  been  alternatelt'-  substi- 
tuted for  the  fort,  on  the  Appalachicola,  and  thither 
the  negroes  and  ladians  liad  retreated  for  shelter 
and  protection,  after  their  dei'eats  at  .Vlickasuky. 
I'hey  constituted  tfie  laboratories  of  the  war;  and, 
there  were  their  materials  collected  and  organized 
for  active  service.  They  were  in  reality  Indian  forts 
and  store  houses,  attempted  to  be  protected  by  the 
Spanish  flag:  and  liad  they  been  in  the  exclusive 
possession  of  our  savage  enemies,  they  could  not 
have  derived  gTeater  advantages,  been  more  Isene- 
fitted,  nor  we  more  seriosisly'injured. 
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Ag-ainst  such  an  enemy,  what  measures  were  to 
be  adopted  under  orders  that  required  a speedy  and 
ejfcci  ind  termination  of  the  mar;  and  which  were  to 
give  permanent  peace  and  security  to;  our  southern 
iVontier?  They  were  not  to  be  met  and  fought  in 
the  open  plain,  where  a decisive  blow  might  be 
given,  and  the  contest  endedr  but  were  to  be  sought 
for  in  the  fortresses  of  Spain,  and  in  the  swamps 
of  a wilderness,  where  they  might  contend  at  lei- 
sure, and  recede  from  the  contest  the  moment  it 
became  liazardous.  Partial  remedies  to  prevent 
such  evils  had  already  been  adopted  by  the  Ameri- 
can government.  During  the  v;ar  of  1812,  Spain 
had  suffered  Great  Britain  to  violate  her  neutrality 
in  Florida,  to  the  injury  and  annoyance  of  the  U, 
States,  In  1814,  Pensacola  was  entered  by  United 
Slates’  troops,  and  a lesson,  it  was  hoped,  enforced, 
that  however  this  govern  in  ent'Was  disposed  to  cul- 
tivate peace,  she  could  not  preserve  it  by  permit- 
ting Spain,  regardless  of  existing  treaties,  to  out- 
rage her  dearest  riglits.  Slie  was  called  upon  to 
maintain  .her  neutrality  according  to  the  injunctions 
of  tiie  law  of  nations,  and  tlie  provisions  of  the 
ti  euty  of  1795.  Slie  pleaded  inability  to  comply, 
and  t!ie  American  government  forgave  tlte  injury. 
Peace  was  at  length  restored  to  the  United  States; 
yet  still  Spain,  reg'ardless  of  her  obligations,  per- 
mitted British,  agents  to  reside  within  the  bosom  of 
Florida,  and  to  excite  the  Indians  and  negroes  to 
fiillage  and  to  hloodslied.  Bemonstrance  was  again 
employed,  but  in  vain.  Inability  was  still  the  pre- 
text, and  ll)e  same  tragical  scenes  witnessed  in 
1814,  were  now  repeated.  The  savages  who  had 
causelessly  made  war,  and  who  were  shedding  the 
blood  of  onr  border  settlers,  being  thus  openly  re- 
ceived and  comforted  by  the  Spanish  authorities, 
v/ere  such  acts  of  hostility,  were  so  flagrant  a vio- 
lation of  the  good  understanding  existing  between 
the  U.  States  and  Spain,  as,  in  the  opinion  of  your 
respondent,  mhoUy  to  merge  the  neutral  character. 
And  your  respondent  considers,  that  he  would  have 
been  guilty  of  a derelicticn  of  duty,  had  he  drawn 
up  hiS  troops  by  way  of  cordon,  and  remained  on 
tire  Georgia  I'roiitier,  receiving  the  reports  of  Indian 
robberies  and  massacres,  only  that  be  might  trans- 
mit them  to  the  secretary  of  war;  for  he  could  have 
done  no  more. 

Both  of  those  fortresses  v/ere  clearly  identified 
as  “associ.ates”  in  the  war,  and  were  both  equally 
under  the  control  of  the  negroes  and  Indians.  Am- 
brister  bad  appeared  before  St.  Mark’s  with  4 or 
500  under  his  command;  and  an  equal  number  had 
been  seen  aliout  Pensacola,  the  most  of  wliorn  were 
equipped  for  war  by  governor  Mazot.  In  both  in- 
stances the  strength  of  the  enemy  was  amply  suffi- 
cient fora  forcible  occupation  of  the  posts.  More 
('ver,  the  governor  of  Pensacola  had  refused  the 
pas.s:ige  of  ]movisions  up  the  Escambia,  destined  for 
our  starving  troops  at  Fort  Crawford.  An  United 
States’  scliooner,  called  the  Amelia,  had  been  de- 
tained at  that  place,  tmtil  the  town  was  taken,  when 
were  obtained  from  her  provisions  for  the  troops. 
Another  provision  vessel,  ordered  into  the  Perdido, 
had  been  captured  by  boats  sentfromthe  Barancas, 
and  placed  under  tlie  guns  of  the  fort,  but  fortu- 
nately made  her  escape  under  cover  of  the  dark- 
ness of  the  night. 

In  tills  stale  of  things,  had  your  respondent  been 
compelled  to  suspend  operations,  and  to  wait  for 
additional  orders  from  the  war  department,  the 
objeet  of  anticipating  the  enemy  would  have  been 
entirely  defeated.  He  would  have  been  compelled 
to  retrogade  to  the  intpvior,  for  the  want  of  sup- 
plies, leaving  many  points  of  the  frontier  exposed 


to  the  ruthless  barbarities  of  exasperated  savages  . 
The  militia  force  would  have  become  Inactive  and 
discontented;  their  time  would  have  expii'ed  before 
any  thing  effectual  could  have  been  done;  and  the 
campaign  thus  rendered  completely  abortive.  If 
St.  Mark’s  was  necessary  to  the  defence  of  the  fron- 
tier of  Georgia,  Pensacola  was  much  mere  so  for 
the  peace  and  security  of  Alabama.  In  conse- 
quence, too,  of  its  being  located  on  the  seaboard, 
it  afforded  much  greater  facilities  to  our  enemies> 
for  it  commanded  the  navigation  of  the  Escam.bia, 
up  which  had,  necessarily,  to  pass  all  the  supplies 
for  our  forts  erected  on  its  tributary  streams.  The 
occupation  of  this  post  was  not  determined  upon, 
until  the  reception  of  governor  Bibb’'s  letter,  at  the 
Escambia,  detailing  many  outrages,  and  communi- 
cating the  intelligence  that  Holmes  and  his  war- 
riors were  then-  in  Pensacola;  as,  also,  the  receipt 
of  governor  Mazot’s  protest,  complaining  of  a vio- 
lation of  his  neutrality,  and  ordering  your  respon- 
dent to  retire  from  West  Florida,  accompanied 
with  a threat  to  coerce  him,  if  he  did  not  comply. 
Lieutenant  Sands  had  been  despatched  from  St. 
Marks,  with  orders  to  hold  his  artillery  in  readi- 
ness to  meet  future  contingencies,  should  they  oc- 
cur; but  he  never  was  directed  to  convey  it  to  a 
given  pointy  until  your  respenclent  reached  the 
Choctawhatchy. 

Nor  were  those  proceedings  considered  acts  of 
war,  as  represented  by  the  committee.  By  ad- 
verting to  the  correspondence  with  the  command- 
ant of  St.  Marks,  the  governor  of  Pensacola,  and 
the  secretary  of  war^  it  may  be  distinctly  seen  that 
your  respondent  entered  the  territory  of  Spain  as  a 
friend,  to  ciiastise  an  enemy  of  both  nations,  and  to 
enforce  those  obligations  and  duties  which  the 
Spanish  authorities  had  pleaded  inability  to  perform; 
that  all  his  operations  were  bottomed  on  the  broad 
principle  of  self-defence,  authorized  by  the  law  of  na- 
ture and  of  nations.  They  were  not  directed  against 
the  government  of  Spain,  but  against  the  fortres- 
ses which  had  become  the  strong  liolds,  the  ren- 
dezvous, of  negroes  and  Indians,  and  whose  neu- 
trality \vas  prostrated  to  the  basest  purposes.  They 
were  seized  because  they  were  Indian  posts  to  all 
intents  and  purposes.  Spain  has  disavowed  the 
conduct  of  her  official  agents;  and  the  American 
government  has  declared  that  a war  was  not  intend- 
ed with  that  nation. 

Although  the  Spanish  authorities  were  guilty  of 
many  open  and  nndisgiiised  acts  of  hostility,  yet  the 
sovereig’ity  of  Spain  over  Florida  was  altogether 
ideal.  Her  commairdants  had  repeatedly  acknow- 
ledged that  tliey  were  unable  to  restrain  the  sa- 
vages, and  that  tlie  Indian  chiefs,  and  British  emis- 
saries, were  proceedeing  contrary  to  their  wishes, 
and  in  violation  of  their  laws:  hence  were  thpe 
fortresses  occupied,  as  the  only  measure  which 
could  give  a speedy  and  permanent  peace  to  our 
bleeding  frontiers."  The  Spanish  government  did 
not  consider  it  ati  act  of  war,  nor  did  Mr.  Pizarro 
or  Don  Onis  complain  of  it  as  a measure  of  that 
description.  The  two  governments  hav^  acknow- 
ledged themselves  at  peace,  and  have  since  kept 
up  a regular  and  friendly  intercourse  with  each 
otlierin  the  shape  of  negociation. 

Neither  were  the  garrisons  made  prisoners  of  xvar, 
or  treated  like  conquered  enemies,  as  is  stated  by 
your  committee.  Tlie  contrary  will  be  made  clearly 
apparent,  by  the  examination  of  the  conditions 
upon  which  the  Spanish  posts  were  occupied;  to 
which  your  respondent  begs  leave  to  refer.  Your 
committee  acknowledge  that  the  Spanish  authori- 
ties in  Florida  were  guilty  of  acts  of  war  against 
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the  United  States;  but  that  her  neutral  character 
was  not  tvhellif  merged  in  that  of  the  enemy,  in  con- 
sequence of  her  employing-  moral  and  not  physical 
force.  If  giving-  the  negroes  and  Indians  encou- 
ragement in  their  outrages,  by  the  purchase  of  their 
plunder;  furnishing  them  with  aid  and  protection, 
supplies  and  munitions  of  war,  did  not  wholly  merge 
the  neutrality  of  the  Spanish  authorities,  and  make 
them  associates  in  the  war,  your  respondent  con- 
fesses that  he  is  at  a loss  for  a definition  of  terms. 
Agreeably  to  this  i^ea,  it  would  be  improper  to 
consider  the  population  of  a nation,  with  whom  we 
were  at  war,  as  enemies,  save  those  who  were  in  the 
field;  for  it  is  only  the  latter  who  resort  to  “^physical 
force.”  This  distinction  is  entirely  new,  and  is  in 
contradiction  to  many  of  the  most  clear  and  long 
established  principles  of  goad  sense  and  national 
law. 

It  is  stated  by  your  committee  that  all  authority 
at  Pensacola  was  put  down  by  the  sword,  and  that 
a new  government  was  established,  “the  powers  of 
which,  botii  civil  and  military,  were  vested  in  mi- 
litary officers.”  Every  one  would  be  induced  to 
understand,  from  this,  that  the  terms  of  capitulation 
were  arbitrarily  and  tyrannically  imposed  upon 
governor  Mazot,  when,  in  fact,  they  were  pro- 
posed by  himself,  and  the  civil  and  military  govern- 
ment was  dissolved  at  his  own  instance.  I'he  tem- 
porary governor,  colonel  King,  was  an  officer  of 
the  United  States’  army;  but  civil  officers  were  ap- 
pointed to  the  different  departments,  from  amongst 
the  citizens;  and  Mr.  M’Kensie,  a citizen  of  Mobile, 
was  placed  at  the  head  of  the  magistracy.  All 
that  \vas  contemplated,  was  to  organize  some  kind 
of  civil  authority,  for  the  protection  of  the  lives, 
liberty,  and  property  of  the  citizens  during  the 
temporary  occupancy  of  the  fortress.  The  same  go- 
vernment to  which  the  people  had  been  accustom- 
ed was  retained.  It  became  absolutely  necessary 
to  establish  the  revenue  laws  of  the  United  States, 
in  order  to  check  the  smuggling  which  had  been 
carried  on  successfully  in  this  quarter  for  many 
years;  as  well  as  to  admit  the  American  merchant 
to  an  equal  participation  in  trade,  which  would  have 
been  denied,  under  the  partial  operations  of  the 
Spanish  commercial  code. 

The  executions  of  the  Indian  chiefs,  and  British 
outlaw’s,  are  justifiable  on  the  ground  of  precedent, 
and  the  laws  of  nations.  One  of  the  former  was 
a prophet,  who  had  employed  his  superstitious  influ- 
ence, and  the  promises  of  his  trans-atlantic  friends, 
to  stimulate  his  deluded  brethren  to  deeds  of  ra- 
pine and  massacre.  The  other  commanded  in  per- 
son the  party  who  perpetrated  the  cold  blooded 
butchery  of  lieutenant  Scott,  and  his  unfortunate 
companion^.  Both  had  been  engaged  in  most  of 
the  robberies  and  murders  committed,  and  were 
active  instigators  of  the  savage  war  which  raged  on 
our  defenceless  frontier. 

Acting  as  chiefs  of  the  negroes  and  Indians,  Ar- 
buthnot  and  Ambrister,  by  numerous  acts  of  atro- 
city, had  become  identified  with  those  monsters — 
associates  in  the  war.  They  were  the  principal 
authors  of  the  hostilities  of  the  ferocious  savages, 
who  observed  none  of  the  rules  of  civilized  war- 
fare; who  never  gave  quarter,  and  only  took  pri- 
soners for  the  purpose  of  torturing!  They  w-ere 
without  authority,  principals  in  aii  unlawful  war. 
Their  mode  of  carrying  it  on  was  characterized  by 
jilunder,  massacre,  destruction,  and  revenge;  and 
was  in  open  violation  of  the  laws  of  war  and  of  na- 
tions. Great  Britain  would  not  interfere  to  pre- 
vent those  miscreants  from  instigating  the  fugitive 
negroes  and  the  Indians  from  burning,  and  pillag- 


ing, and  scalping,  the  inhabitants  of  Georgia  and 
Alabama;  but  she  disowned  them,  and  left  them  to 
their  fate.  The  Spanish  authorities  would  not,  or 
could  not,  interfere,  and  the  Indians  regat-dedthern 
as  friends  and  associates.  Both  acted  as  chiefs  of 
the  motley  banditti,  giving  them  counsel,  and  ex- 
citing them  to  war;  and  one  of  them  actually  led 
those  black  and  red  combatants  to  battle.  They 
both  officiated  as  Indian  agents,  in  writing  to  Spa- 
nish governors  and  British  ministers,  stating  their 
grievances,  and  soliciting  assistance;  and  sometimes 
as  quartermasters,  procuring  supplies,  and  furaish- 
ing  munitions  of  war. 

Under  these  circumstances,  it  is  believed  that 
they  merited  death,  whether  they  were  placed 
upon  an  equality  with  the  outlawed  Red-Sticks,  or 
fugitive  negroes,  who  were  in  a state  of  open  re- 
bellion. Indeed,  their  crimin-ality  was  of  deeper 
dye  than  that  of  tlie  Indian  chiefs.  They  were, 
the  paymasters  for  liuman  scalps;  and,  to  discharge 
that  high  trust,  had  exiledthemselves  from  their  na- 
tive land;  plunged  into  the  recesses  of  the  wilderness, 
and  groped  their  way  to  the  Indian  camp,  for  the 
express  purpose  of  working  upon  the  feelings  of 
the  ignorant  and  untutored  savages;  to  instig-ate 
them  to  lay  waste  the  abodes  of  industry  and  inno- 
cence, and  stain  our  soil  with  the  blood  of  slaugb . 
tered  women  and  children!  Enjoying  the  lights 
of  education,  yet  devoted  to  this  infamous  employ- 
ment, the  active  agents  in  a war  which  was  marked 
in  its  progress  by  plunder  and  massacre!  Siiould 
mercy  have  been  ex4:ended  to  wretciies  wlio  ex- 
cited such  a War,  and  who,  within  a short  period, 
would  have  renewed  the  same  tragical  scenes'*  As 
associates  of  savages,  who  respected  none  of  the 
laws  of  civilized  warfare,  they  could  not  claim  the 
benefit  or  protection  of  those  laws,  for  they  were 
not  parties.  They  were  as  much  outlaws,  to  all  its 
provisions,  as  a pirate  on  the  ocean.  Such  wretches 
are  more  criminal  than  any  painted  Red-Slick,  and 
to  pardon  them  would  be  treachery  to  mankind.  If, 
in  the  ordinary  course  of  justice,  it  has  been  deem= 
ed  wise  and  politic  to  take  the  life  of  an  offender, 
for  the  murder  of  a single  individual,  both  religion 
and  humanity  must  recommend  the  infliction  of  the 
same  penalty  upon  him  who  has  been  conspicu,- 
ously  instrumental  in  the  murder  of  every  age,  sex 
and  condition.  Although  retaliation  might  have 
been  employed  upon  the  innocent,  for  such  horrid 
crimes,  yet,  in  these  cases,  it  fell  upon  the  guilty. 
Let  it  be  borne  in  mind,  that  the  Indian  chiefs  and 
British  outlaws  were  the  monsters  demanded  to  be 
surrendered  by  the  treaty  of  Fort  Jackson,  the 
terms  of  which  had  been  antecedently  settled  by  the  go- 
vernment, ratified  by  your  honorable  body,  and  car- 
ried into  effect  by  the  congress  of  the  United  States: 
and  let  it  also  be  recollected,  that  these  were  the 
prophets  and  instigators  of  the  war,  upon  whom  was 
ordered  to  be  inflicted  “exemplary  punishment,  for 
hostilities  so  unprovoked.” 

The  two  BritLsh  incendiaries  were  not  executed 
upon  the  general  charge  alone  of  “exciting  the  In- 
dians to  war,”  as  stated  by  your  committee;  but 
upon  that  and  other  general  charges  subjoined 
thereto,  which  they  omitted  to  notice;  but  which 
may  be  seen  by  a reference  to  the  proceeding’s  of 
the  court  of  inquiry  on  that  occasion. 

Tlie  case  of  Arbuthnot  and  Ambrister  was  not 
within  the  reach  of  any  rules  or  articles  of  war.— 
'I'he  rights  and  privileges  here  secured,  belonged 
only  to  our  own  countrymen:  and  as  the  offences 
charged  were  committed  by  foreigners  beyond  our 
own  territorial  limits  and  jurisdiction,  our  miinici' 
pal  code  contained  nothing  by  wliich  to  le.st  the 
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ovtence.  To  it  the  principles  of  national  law  was 
alone  applicable,  winch  attached  no  penalty  to  their 
crimes  other  than  Jeath.  In  organizing*  the  court 
of  enquiry,  it  was  only  intended  (as  in  councils  of 
war)  that  the  opinion  should  operate  directory  and 
as  advice,  not  to  become  binding.  In  the  second 
sentence,  prononced  by  the  special  court  upon  Am- 
brister,  tiiere  was  a departure  from  the  rules  of  that 
law,  upon  w hich  alone  it  was  belived  jurisdiction 
was  had  of  the  olfence.  Nor  was  it  less  a violation 
of  the  rules  and  articles  of  war;  for  those  rules  had 
cjenounced  corporal  punishment.  The  sentence, 
therefore,  was  void,  because  known  to  no  law. — 
Your  respondent,  therefore,  conceived  himself  au- 
thorised to  carry  into  execution  the  first  sentence; 
because  it  awarded  the  only  punishment  that  was 
legal  to  be  inflicted;  and  because  his  lawless,  guil- 
ty conduct  entitled  him  to  die.  Besides,  Ambris- 
ter  was  tlie  most  criniinai.  He  had  commanded, 
in  pei’soi),  a corpse  of  negroes,  with  the  view  of  an- 
ticipating your  respondent  in  the  occupation  of  St. 
Alarks,  and  was  actually  taken  in  arms  against  the 
forces  of  the  United  States. 

The  general  commanding,  as  in  all  such  cases, 
possessed  the  right,  by  the  law  of  nations,  to  reta-* 
iiate  and  to  punish;  nor  could  the  organizing  of  the 
court  deprive  him  of  the  power.  The  court  of  en- 
quiry derived  its  existence,  and  its  \Adiole  authority, 
from  the  order  for  its  organization;  and  no  more 
could  they  exercise  a power  not  delegated  to-them, 
than  could  a committee  of  your  honorable  body  en- 
quire into  matters  not  contained  in  the  resolution 
’lohich  created  them,  The  order  palls  it  a special 
court,  and  directs  it  to  perform  special  duties.  It 
only  asks  for  opinions;  and  gives  no  right  to  carry 
those  opiiiiOiis  into  execution.  It  details  a recor- 
der, by  which  a court  of  inquiry  is  ever  distinguish- 
ed from  courts  martial;  the  latter  having  a judge 
advocate,  without  which  no  proceedings  can  be  had, 
and  no  sentence  pronounced. 

Censure  is  endeavored  to  be  attached,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  withdrawal  of  the  regular  troops  from 
tile  posts  on  the  Georgia  frontier,  and  concentrat- 
ing them  at  fort  Montgomery,on  the  Alabama  river, 
a considerable  distance  west  of  the  Georgia  line. — 
In  the  commission  t\i\s  military  error,  your  respon- 

dent had  no  participation;  it  was  done  in  pursu- 
ance of  an  order  of  Mr.  Crawford,  then  secretary  of 
war — an  order  which  he  was  bound  to  obey,  al- 
though contrary  to  his  own  opinion.  • 

Upon  the  subject  of  raising  and  organizing  the 
volunteers  of  West  Tennessee,  Avhlch  has  called 
forth  the  severest  animadversions,  your  respondent 
did  not,  as  he  conceives,  ^disregard  the  orders  of 
the  war  department,  the  constitution  and  laws.”— r- 
liis  orders  were  to  call  upon  the  governors  of  the 
adjacent  states,  for  such  additional  military  force,  as 
ho.  deem  necessary  to  beat  the  enemy.  The  or- 

der was  entirely  discretionaiy,  as  no  number  or  de- 
t)Cription  of  troops  were  mentioned.  In  the  lan- 
guage of  the  secretary  of  war’s  letter  to  governor 
Bibb,  your  respondent  was  “vested  with  fullpovv- 
tM's  to  conduct  the  war  in  the  manner  he  might 
judge  bcs!:.” 

AVhen  bis  appeal  was  madeto  tlie  citizens  of  West 
'Tennessee,  the  frontier  settlements  were  threaten- 
ed on  every  side  with  danger  and  distress,  as  well 
as  our  troops  at  fort  Scott,  and  on  the  Appalachico- 
la.  Major  Muhlenberg  was  endeavoring  to  ascend 
that  river  with  provisions,  See.  and  was  arrested  in 
his  progress,  and  surrounded  by  8 or  120Q  Indains. 
Col.  Arbuckle,  commandant  at  fort  Scott,  was  also 
about  to  abandon  his  post  for  want  of  supplies.  'The 
I QUO  Gcoi-gia  militia,  who  had  been  called  out  for 


) 60  clays,  after  advancing  forty  miles  from  Hartford, 
to  the  neighborhood  of  fort  Early,  were  returning 
home,  leaving  the  command  of  col.  Arbuckle,  as 
also  the  Georgia  frontier,  in  an  exposed  and  peri- 
lous condition.  Not  only  from, the  public  journals, 
but  from  the  communications  of  col.  Arbuckle, 
had  this  intelligence  been  I'eceived.  Under  these 
circumstances,  major  Fanning  was  dispatched  to 
Georgia,  with  a request  that  the  governor  should 
continue  those  troops  in  the  field  for  an  additipnal 
period,  or  supply  the  deficiency,  as  early  as  practi- 
cable, by  an  equal  number  of  volunteers. 

As  it  was  not  known  at  this  time,  whether  the 
governor  of  Tennessee  was  at  Knoxville,  or  in  the 
Cherokee  nation,  your  respondent  made  his  appeal 
to  his  old  and  tried  comrades  in  arms,  desiring  them 
to  follow  him  to  the  field,  in  defence  of  their  inva- 
ded country.  In  affording  the  desired  relief,  no 
time  was  to  be  lost.  Delay  was  replete  with  dan-, 
ger;  and  defeat  and  disaster  would  have  been  the 
result,  had  the  dilatory  process  of  drafting  been 
resorted.  The  same  day  on  which  the  appeal  was 
made,  the  governor  of  Tennessee  was  written  to, 
and  apprised  of  the  attempt  to  obtain  volunteers; 
and  that  1000  drafted  militia  would  be  required, 
should  the  appeal  not  be  promptly  and  successfully 
answered.  In  replj',  the  governor  gave  his  entire 
approbation  to  the  measure,  and  co-operated  in 
raising  an  additional  company  of  mounted  volun- 
teers, which  was  commanded  by  captain  Dunlap, 
and  which  joined  the  army  at  fort  Gadsden. 

All  the  volunteers  w^ere  raised  and  organized  un- 
der the  laws  of  Tennessee,  the  officers  of  whoni 
were  elected  by  themselves,  and  7iot  appointed  by 
your  respondent,  as  asserted  by  your  committee. — 
Although  earnestly  solicited  to  appoint  them,  he 
peremtorily  refused.  To  the  officers  who  had  serv~ 
ed  him  in  the  late  Creek  and  British  war,  he  stated, 
not  only  in  his  appeal,  but  also  upon  their  meeting 
at  Nashville,  that  they  were  to  organize  themselves 
in  the  manner  they  might  think  proper;  that  the 
grade  of  the  officers  was  to  he  determined  by  them- 
selves; and  that  those  raising  companies  were  to 
command  them.  The  only  agency  of  your  respon- 
dentin  the  whole  transaction,  was  the  appointment 
of  cbl.  Hayne,  inspector  genei’al  of  the  southern 
division,  to  superintend  their  organization,  and  Iea(f 
them  to  fort  Scott,  where  he  took  the  command. — 
Every  measure  touching  the  raising  and  organizing 
this  volunteer  corps,  was  regularly  communicated 
to  the  secretary  of  war,  and  received  his  unquali- 
fied approbation. 

The  commiitee  admit,  that  the  laws  of  congress 
authorise  the  president  to  call  on  the  governors  of 
the  different  states  for  such  portions  of  the  militia 
as  he  may  deem  requisite;  but  deny  that  there  is 
any  law  in  existence  vesting  him  with  authority  to 
accept  the  services  of  volunteers.  Here  they  have 
endeavored  to  make  an  impression  on  the  nation 
that  volunteers  are  not  militia;  and  that  the  circum- 
stance of  •volunteering  their  services  in  preference 
to  being  drafted,  essentially  and  radically  changes 
their  character.  There  is  certainly  no  position 
more  unsound;  as  is  clearly  evinced  by  the  fact,  that 
most  of  the  calls  of  the  general  government  have 
been  met  in  this  way,  by  the  patriotic  and  gallant 
yeomanry  of  our  country:  until  now  it  has  never 
been  complained  of. 

When  a requisition  is  made  by  the  president  on 
any  state  in  the  union  for  a quota  of  militia,  it  is 
sufficient  if  they  la’e  forth  corning;  and  it  is  believ. 
ed  that  he  has  no  autiiority  under  the  laws  or  con- 
stitution of  tlie  United  States  to  inquire  into  the 
mode  i,n  which  they  have  been  raised  and  oi’gantx- 
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ed.  I'his  is  a question  to  be  determined  exclusively 
between  the  governor  ofa  state  and  its  own  citizens. 
It  is  one  of  the  attributes  of  state  sovereigntj , giiar^ 
anteed  by  tlie  federal  constitution,  and  with  which 
the  executive  and  cong’ress  cannot  interfere.  If  an 
oflicer  of  tlie  United  States’  army  should  be  guilty 
of  an  infringement  of  this  state  prerogative,  the 
complaint  of  its  governor  or  legislature  should  be 
considered  as  the  only  basis  to  authorise  an  inquiry 
Into  his  official  conduct. 

It  is  stated  by  your  committee,  that  it  was  not 
found  necessary  to  fuimish  the  president  with  a list 
of  the  names  of  the  militia  officers;  “and  not  until 
W\Q,  pay  rolls  were  made  out,  and  payment  demand- 
ed, were  the  persons  knov/n  to  the  department  of 
■war.”  A majority  of  your  committee  were  within 
reach  of  all  the  information  necessary  to  the  cor- 
rection of  this  error.  Cplonei  Hayne’s  communi- 
cations to  the  secretary  of  war,  were  on  fde,  in  that 
office;  from  wilieh  they  might  have  been  informed 
of  the  number  and  grade  of  the  officers,  as  well  as 
of  every  particuLr  relative  to  the  organization 
of  the  volunteers;  together  with  the  express  and 
and  decided  approbation  of  that  department  of  the 
government.  Appended  to  the  report  are  the  pay 
filed  in  the  office  of  the general. — 
Why  the}'  omitted  to  examine  the  the 

xvar  office^  from  which  the  pay  roll  was  transcribed, 
your  respondent  is  at  a loss  to  determine.  Upor. 
an  examination  of  t\m  pay  rolls^  M\ty  should  have 
known  that,  agreeably  to  the  rules  and  articles  of 
W'ar,  they  must  have  been  made  out  from  the  muster 
rolls,  which  designate,  by  name,  the  number  and 
grade  of  the  officers  mustered  into  service.  The 
muster  roll,  together  with  the  letters  of  col.  Hayne, 
would  have  satisfied  t!ie  committee  that  the  volun- 
teers had  been  organized  agreeably  to  the  laws  of 
Tennessee;  and  that  it  was  a procedure  over  which 
the  general  government  could  exercise  no  con- 
trol. 

By  the  rules  and  articles  of  war,  “troops,  of  all 
descriptions,  shall  be  mustered  once  in  two  months 
for  payment;  nor  shall  any  payment  be  made,  but  upon 
muster  rolls,  signed  by  the  inspector  general,  or  his  as- 
sistant; ov,  in  the  absence  of  these,  by  some  officer 
of  the  army  of  the  United  States,  especially  assign- 
ed to  this  duty  by  the  general  or  other  officer  com- 
manding the  department  in  which  the  troops  so 
mustered  shall  be.” 

Again,  “the  officers  and  soldiers  of  any  troops, 
whether  militia  or  being  mustered,  and  hi  the 

pay  of  the  United  Slates,  shall,  at  all  times,  and  in  all 
places,  when  joined  or  acting  in  conjunction  with 
tlie  regular  forces  of  the  United  States,  be  governed 
by  the  rules  and  articles  of  -war,  and  shall  be  subject 
to  be  ti'ied  by  courts  martial,  in  like  manner  with 
the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  regular  forces  save 
only  tl'.at  such  courts  martial  shall  be  coniposed  en- 
tirely of  militia  officers. 

From  tliese  extracts.it  must  appear  evident,  that 
no  payment  can  be  made,  but  upon  muster  rolls, 
signedbythe  inspector  general,  8cc.  and  that,  from 
tlie  time  they  are  made  out  and  received  at  tlie 
war  office,  the  militia  are  considered  in  the  service 
of  tlie  United  States.  Neither  congress  or  the  pre- 
sident have  any  authority  to  inquire  how  tiieir  offi- 
cers have  been  appointed;  whether  they  have  been 
received  as  volunteers,  or  raised  by  the  more  tedi- 
ous and  vexatious  method  of  drafting.  Were  the 
ideas  of  your  committee  correct  uponithis  subject, 
the  ])eople  of  the  different  states  w'ouldbe  depriv- 
ed of  tlie  invaluable  privilege  of  selecting  between 
these  two  modes  oi' complying  with  calls  made  up- 
on them  for  the  defence  of  our  common  country. 
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The  general  government  had  the  services  of  those 
troops,  vdiich  is  all  that  can  be  required;  and  they 
have  long  since  been  mustered  out  of  service,  and 
paid  from  the  public  treasury. 

'File  committee  confess,  that  the  secretaryjof  war 
approbated  tlie  manner  in  which  the  Tennessee 
volunteers  were  raised  and  organized;  but  say,  that 
“it  is  but  justice  to  the  department  to  state,  tliatit 
was  not  until  the  officers  that  had  assisted  in  thus 
officering  and  organizing  this  corps  were  examined 
by  the  committee,  that  they  were  apprised  of  the 
illegality  of  the  measure.”  Surely  the  secretary 
of  war  must  have  examined  the  communications  of 
col.  Hayne  and  your  respondent,  stating  every  par- 
ticular touching  the  mode  agreeably  to  which  they 
were  raised  and  organized,  as  also  the  muster  rolls, 
g-iving  the  grade  and  number  of  the  officers  by 
name;  all  of  which  were  transmitted,  and  acknow- 
ledged to  have  been  received,  at  an  early  period, 
at  that  office.  He  certainly  could  not  have  com- 
proraitted  himself  so  fur,  as  to  give  bis  approbation 
to  a measure  before  he  was  made  acquainted  with 
its  nature  and  tendancy. 

'Froops,  of  the  same  description  of  the  Tenne.s- 
see  volunteers,  v/ere  received  and  employed  by  the 
government  on  our  nothern  frontier  and  southern 
borders,  dmdng  the  late  struggle  ^vith  England,  and 
in  the  war  with  the  Creek  nation  of  Indians.  They 
fought  the  battles  of  Talledeg-a,  Emiickfaw,  the 
Horse  Shoe  and  New-Orieans,  and  protected  Mo- 
bile from  British  visitation.  Volunteers,  similarly 
raised  and  organized,  were  commanded  by  gover- 
nors Shelby,  Harrison,  Edwards,  and  general  Por- 
ter, of  New-York,  during  the  same  period.  I'he 
field  officers,  of  the  Georg-ia  militia,  were  appoint- 
ed in  the  same  manner  on  Uie  west  bank  of  the 
Oakmulgee;  and  one  of  the  present  senators  from 
Tennessee  actually  appointed  the  officers  of  his 
own  regiment,  which  he  raised  without  any  au- 
thority, and  v/hich  he  commanded  on  an  expedi- 
tion against  the  Seminole  Indians,  in  1812.  'I’he 
most  of  those  troops  were  paid  off  by  the  United 
States,  received  tlie  approbation  of  the  general  go- 
vernment, and  the  applause  of  the  nation. 

It  is  stated  in  the  report  of  the  committee  to  tiie 
senate,  that  the  ‘'whole  strength  of  this  miserable, 
undisciplined  banditti  of  deluded  Indians,  and  fugi- 
tive slaves,  when  combined,  did  not  exceed  1000 
men.  Opposed  to  whom,  previous  to  gen.  Jacksoids 
taking  command,  and  under  gen.  Gaines,  -were  ajorce 
q/1800  regulars  and  militia,  besides  the  1500  friend- 
ly Indians,  illegally  subsidized  by  the  last  mention- 
ed general;  what  then,  in  this  case,  becomes  of  the 
plea  of  necessity.^”  It  is  plainly  to  be  inferred  then, 
that  this  motley  horde  of  negroes  and  Indians  were 
too  inconsiderable  to  justify  raising  the  voluntec.1' 
force,  whdcii  was  employed  in  reducing  them  to  a 
state  of  submission. 

It  is  well  known  to  all  those  acquainted  with  the 
character  of  Indians,  and  their  peculiar  mode  of 
warfare,  that  it  is  almost  imp'ossible  to  form  a cor- 
rect estimate  of  their  aggregate  force,  until  the  ter- 
mination of  the  war.  in  this  case  general  Gaines 
had  computed  them  at  2800;  and  Arbuthnot,  who 
officiated  as  a militaiy  chief  of  the  savag-es,  had 
rejjresented  them,  in  a communication  to  the  Bri- 
tishminister,  Mr.  Bagot,  to  be  3,500  strong.  Tills 
calculation  was  by  no  means  extravagant,  when  it 
is  considered  that  from  8 to  1200  had  been  concen- 
trated at  a single  point,  when  lieutenant  Scott  and 
party  were  attacked,  and  that  they  were  daily  in- 
cj-easing  in  number.  V/hatever  might  have  been 
flielr  effective  slrengtli,  at  any  period  of  the  war,  it 
could  have  been  augvnentcd  by  auxiliary  bauds  in 
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and  it  was  certainly  the  duty  of  the  com- 
mending' g-eneral  to  call  out  such  an  additional  force 
sissliould  insure  success  in  every  emerg-ency.  Fur- 
tiiermore,  the  greatest  portion  of  the  Georgia  mili- 
tia then  in  the  field,  could  be  retained  in  service 
only  for  about  three  months:  and  it  vi'as  expected 
that  tliey  would  apply  for  discharges  so  soon  as 
their  tiiiie  expired!  Your  respondent  considered 
The  lives  of  our  citizens  as  too  precious  to  be  risked 
in  a contest  with  Indians,  where  there  was  an  odds 
of  two  ),o  one,  unless  dire  necessity  demanded  the 
exposure.  I’he  consequence  of  an  opposite  policy 
was,  tiiat  the  decisive  and  rapid  movement  of  our 
overwhelming  numbers  distracted  and  dispersed 
the  enemy,  compelled  them  to  seek  refuge  in  the 
Spanish  fortresses,  woods  and  swamps,  and  they 
never  were  afforded  an  opportunity  to  display  their 
whole  force  by  concentration.  The  war  was  spee- 
<!ilv  and  effectually  terminated,  and  much  bloo4  and 
treasure  saved  to  the  nation. 

>V'lth  regard  to  the  Indian  and  militia  force,  under 
the  command  of  general  Gaines,  previous  to  the 
time  your  respondent  assumetl  the  command  of  the 
army,  he  has  to  remark,  that,  until  a few  days  ante- 
rior TO  liis  arrival  at  Fort  Scott,  not  a single  Indian 
warrior  lyad  joined  the  standard  of  the  U.  States — 
nor  had  t!ie  "first  requisition  of  Georgia  militia  ever 
united  with  the  command  of  general  Gaines;  the 
latter  had  returned  home,  in  consequence  of  which 
it  became  absolutely  necessary,  on  the  part  of  gen, 
Gaines,  to  make  a second  call  on  the  governor  of 
tiiat  state,  for  the  double  purpose  of  defending  the 
frontier  and  occupying  Amelia  Island. 

A fev/  of  the  friendly  Indians  joined  your  respon- 
dent before  lie  reached  Fort  Scott,  and  a consider- 
alile  number  at  that  place,  making,  in  the  aggre- 
gate, about  four  or  five  hundred.  The  balance  of 
tiie  force  under  his  command,  was  not,  at  that  time, 
more  than  nyie  hundred  effectives;  and  he  confi- 
dently affirms,  that  when  he  took  up  the  line  of 
inarch  from  Fort  Gadsden,  on  the  25th  of  March, 
1818,  Ills  whole  command,  fit  for  duty,  consisted 
only  of  360  privates  of  the  regulars,  about  800  Geor- 
gia Tiiilitia,  and  riiajor  Tvovet’s  detachment  of  friend- 
ly Creeks,  McIntosh  and  his  warriors  were  orga- 
liized  at  Fort  Mitchell/after  the  arrival  of  your  re- 
spoiKh-ntat  Fort  Hawkins,  and  never  united  with 
l/im  until  the  first  of  April,  about  six  miles  in  the 
rear  of  Mickusuky.  All  these  facts  were  accessible 
to  Oiir  committee,  bad  they  been  disposed  to  exa- 
mine the  letters  of  your  respondent,  on  file  in  the 
department  of  war.  To  this  department  all  his 
coqnnr.jaications  were  made;  and  tliere  they  should 
jiaye  applied  correct  information,  if  it  had  been 

anted. 

Tiie  next  Epliject  which  has  exposed  your  respon- 
Tient  ;o  hitter  reproach  from  the  committee,  is  the 
-order  whicli  was  directed  to  general  Gaines,  to  oc- 
cupy St.  Augustine.  A letter  from  major  Twiggs 
iuid  coiiVCYcd  flic  intelligence  that  our  savage  ene- 
niies  had  been  fed  ami  furnished  from  that  garrison 
--audit  was  rendered  hjglily  probable,  that,  aided, 
abetted  and  encouraged"1iy  the  commandant,  they 
"ivere  recruiting  and  embodying  at  that  place,  with 
a view  of  rene\yiiig  hostifities.  A strong  presump- 
tior.  was  created,  that  this,  like  the  otjier  Spanish 
posts,  had  become  a depot  and  rallying  point  for 
negroes  and  Indians,  to  wiiich  they  had  retreated 
for  refuge  and  protection,  after  being  driven  from 
^\'egro  i-’orf,  St.  Marks  and  Pensacola. 

’I'be  order  g-iven  to  general  Gaines  was  entirely 
..anditionai  and  prospective,-  and,  had  the  facts  re- 
ported been  established,  as  directed,  there  would 
iiaye  existed  the  same  iucontrovertlbie  reason  for 


tlie  occupancy  of  St.  Augnistine,  as  of  the  other  Spa- 
nish fortresses,  'i'he  orders  of  your  respondeirt  had 
undergone  no  modification;  and  the  measure  would 
have  been  indispensably  necessary  to  their  execu- 
tion, as  well  as  to  the  peace  and  security  of  our 
irontiers.  Besides,  he  had  transmitted  to  the  war 
department  regular  information  of  his  proceedings 
in  Florida,  With  the  reasoi'.s  and  motives  by  wbicii 
lie  had  been  governed,  from  the  25th  of  March  to 
the  7th  of  August,  without  a sentence  of  dissatis- 
faction ever  having-  been  expressed  by  the  govern- 
ment. 

Your  committee  also  report,  that  “long  before 
this  period,  the  commanding  general  had,  by  his 
letter  to  the  secretary  of  war,  declared  the  Semi- 
nole war  at  an  end;  and  after  w’hich,  not  a single 
new  act  of  hostility  had  been  committed.”  It  is 
true,  after  the  defeat  of  llie  negroes  and  Indians,  at 
Mickasuky,  the  destruction  of  Sqwany,  and  the  asy- 
lum of  St.  Marks  had  been  wrested  out  of  their  oc- 
cupation, that  your  respondent  persuaded  himself 
the  vv^ar  was  ended.  But  subsequent  int’ormation 
proved  this  opinion  to  be  erroneous,  Tlie  letter  of 
governor  Bibb,  appended  to  the  report  to  the  se- 
nate, as  well  as  the  deposition  of  Charles  Baron, 
details  sundry  outrages  committed  subsequent  to 
the  date  of  your  respondent’s  letter  to  the  secre- 
tary of  war;  and  it  is  also  known  that  six  men  ruere 
murdered  in  the  interior^  which  it  is  believed  v,  as 
communicated  by  general  Gaines  to  the  war  depart- 
ment. The  communications  of  g'eneral  Gaines  and 
major  Fanning,  annexed  to  the  report,  also  give  a 
very  different  aspect  to  this  question,  and  to  vvhicii 
your  respondent  begs  leave  to  refer  your  honora- 
ble body. 

In  the  animadversions  upon  the  motives  of  your 
respondent,  he  cannot  withhold  the  opinion,  that 
there  has  been  exhibited  an  unusual  share  of  aspe- 
rity, and  also  a want  of  charity  and  forbearance, 
which  was  net  to  have  been  anticipated  from  mem- 
bers of  so  august  and  enlightened  a body  as  the  se- 
nate of  the  U.  State*?,  deliberating  upon  a subject 
which  they  have  repres])ented  to  be  of  great  na- 
tional magnitude.  Leaving  the  motives  of  the  com- 
mittee on  this  occlision  to  their  own  private  review 
and  examinatiGii,yourrespondent  will  barely  observe 
that  they  have  imperfectly  recognized  the  maxim, 
that  innocence  is  always  presumed  until  the  contra- 
ry appear  by  proof.  AV’hy  they  should  have  enquir- 
ed into  the  motives  of  your  respondent  at  all,  he  is 
at  a loss  to  determine,  as  it  was  a matter  entirely 
beyond  tlieir  control  and  jurisdiction,  The  only 
subject  of  investigation,  was  the  legality  of  his  offi- 
cial  acts,  as  designated  in  the  resolution  of  the  se* 
nate  of  the  18th  pi  December. 

Your  respondent  has  no  objection  to  this  course, 
except  a pernicious  precedent,  and  violation  of 
authority.  He  has  no  secrets,  and  will  never  shrink 
from  a rigid  and  impartial  examination  into  his  of- 
ficial conduct.  Hud  the  committee  adverted  to  the 
order  to  take  possession  of  St,  Augustine,  as  well  as 
the  communications  of  your  respondent  to  the  se- 
cretary of  war,  upon  the  subject  of  his  military 
operations,  they  must  have  been  satisfied  that  his 
motives  were  to  promote  the  public  good — to  obeu 
his  orders,  b)'  carrying  on  a vigorous  and  efficient 
war  against  the  savage  enemies  of  the  U.  States,  by 
which  the  blood  and  treasure  of  the  nation  was  to 
be  economized;  to  establish  a peace  that  would  be 
honorable  J|nd  permanent,  and  to  give  repose  and 
security  to  oUr  exposed  and  defenceless  borders. 

In  this  instance,  as  well  as  in  some  others,  tlie  re- 
port of  the  committee  is  contradicted  by  the  evi- 
dence of  its  o'wii  docurnenis.  The  deposiUqiis  of 
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col.  Butler  and  major  Eaton,  (a  member  of  the  com- 
mittee,) conclusively  prove,  that  your  respondent 
had  no  ag-ency  in  speculating  in  Florida  lands,  which 
is  in  direct  opposition  to  the  inference  drawn  by 
your  committee.  No  member  of  that  committee 
can,  for  a moment,  seriously  and  candidly  harbor 
the  opinion  that  your  respondent  would  lead  a gal- 
lant army  into  the  field — jeopardize  the  lives  of  va- 
luable citizens — risk  the  ruin  of  health  and  reputa- 
tion, and  ^^violate  the  caiutitution^’  of  his  country,  for 
the  purpose  of  speculating  with  security  in  Spanish 
lands.,  The  “motives  of  his  own,  unconnected  with 
his  military  functions,”  were  a desire  to  end  spee- 
dily a savage  war,  and  to  save  tlie  blood  and  trea- 
sure of.the  country;  and  not,  as  charged,  to  adven- 
ture his  health  and  reputation,  and  the  lives  of 
brave  men,  in  quest  of  titles  to  Florida  lands.  The 
imputation  is  unwarranted  and  unjust,  and  has  its 
refutation  in  the  very  testimony  which  the  com- 
mittee have  published.  'I’he  dignity  of  his  office, 
which,  at  every  exposure,  he  has  sought  to  main- 
tain, never  has  been  prostituted  to  the  purposes  of 
speculation  in  any  way,  and  it  never  shall.  Strange, 
then,  that  honorable  men  should  make  so  foul  an 
accusation  without  proof;  nay,  w'ithout  even  cir- 
cumstances to  support  it. 

Your  respondent  wmuld  beg  leave,  in  this  place, 
to  remark  upon  the  depositions  annexed  to  the  re- 
port. He  ventures  the  opinion  that  such  docu- 
ments never  before  have  been  published  to  the 
world  as  evidence  upon  which  to  predicate  a re- 
port. Eaton’s  and  Mitchell’s  are  the  only  deposi- 
tions presented  in  legal  form.  To  those  two  gen- 
tlemen, regular  interrogatories  w^ere  proposed,  to 
which  they  deliberately  responded  and  affixed  their 
.signatures,  as  required  by  law.  Doctor  Bronaugh’s 
deposition  is  signed,  but  not  given  under  oath;  col. 
Butler’s,  col.  Gibson’s  and  captain  Gall’s,  are  nei- 
ther sworn  to  nor  signed.  The  depositions  of  the 
four  last  gentlemen  were  published  without  their 
knowledge,  although  they  had  received  a promise 
from  the  members  of  the  committee  who  took  down 
ihe  testimony,  that  it  should  be  copied,  and  again 
submitted  tolliem  for  correction  and  signature. 

Until  depositions  are  fully  examined,  amended, 
and  signed,  by  the  witnesses,  they  cannot  be  consi- 
dered good  and  complete  evidence.  This  is  a rule, 
which,  it  is  believed,  is  uniformly  adhered  to  in  all 
judicial  tribunals;  it  never  should  be  departed  from 
on  any  occasion;  as  it  is  essentially  necessary  to  an 
impartial  administration  of  justice.  Every  oppor- 
tunity should  be  given  the  witnesses  to  make  a 
fair  and  full  disclosure  of  the  facts;  to  consider  the 
force  and  effect  of  their  expressions,  as  well  as  the 
import  of  every  sentence,  By  an  opposite  proce- 
dure irreparable  injustice  may  be  done,  and  the 
rights  of  a public  agent  sacrificed  by  those  who 
should  afford  him  security  and  protection. 

There  are  several  minor  points  touched  upon  by 
the  committee,  to  which  your  respondent  consi- 
ders it  unnecessary  to  give  a particular  reply;  as 
they  are  of  inconsiderable  importance,  and  could 
not  be  noticed,  without  swelling  this  memorial  to 
an  unwieldy  size.  He  flatters  himself  they  have 
been  satisfactorily  answered  in  the  discussion  of 
the  other  subjects,  out  of  which  they  have  inciden- 
tally arisen.  They  will  all,  however,  be  more  am- 
ply and  minutely  explained,  by  an  examination  of 
the  documents  heretofore  communicated  to  con- 
gress, relative  to  the  Seminole  war;  to  others  on 
file  in  the  war  office,  and  to  those  accompanying 
this  memorial;  to  all  of  wliich  your  respondent  re- 
spectfulh,"  refers  y^our  honorable  body. 


To  conclude;  your  respondent  has  devoted  his 
best  services  to  the  cause  of  his  country,  and  to 
the  perpetuation  of  her  liberties.  Her  constitu- 
tion and  laws  are  objects  of  his  sincere  veneration; 
and  every  anxiety  of  his  heart  has  been  enlisted  to 
promote  the  glory  and  happiness  of  his  country. 
How  far  he  has  been  instrumental,  under  the  guid  - 
ance  of  Providence,  in  effecting  those  desirable  ob- 
jects, he  submits  to  the  decision  of  his  enlightened 
fellow  citizens.  He  does  not  pretend  to  be  ex- 
empt from  the  errors  common  to  human  nature. 
Surrounded,  as  he  was,  by  every  privation  and  em- 
barrassment-in all  the  hurry  and  bustle  of  war, 
it  was  next  to  impossible  to  attend  particularly  to 
every  minor  consideration. 

But,  upon  the  great  errors  charged — a breacli 
of  his  orders — a departure  from  the  constitution, 
and  a violation  of  the  rights  of  humanity,  he  openly 
maintains  his  innocence,  and  denies  that  the  char- 
ges are  correctly  made.  He  calls  upon  the  senate, 
by  the  high  claims  they  prefer  to  magnanimity,  to 
protect  his  reputation  from  the  unmerited  censure- 
cast  by  their  committee  He  asks  for  justice,  and 
nothing  more;  to  extend  it,  is  due  to  your  respon- 
dent, to  the  senate,  and  to  the  nation. 

ANDREW  JACKSON, 

Major ‘gen,  commanding  southern  division. 


Legislature  of  New  Hampshire. 

hi  General  Court,  June  16,  1820. 
The  committee  to  whom  was  referred  a preamble 
and  certain  resolutions  of  the  legislature  of  the 
state  of  Virginia,  on  the  subject  of  a proposed  re- 
striction of  slavery,  communicated  by  liis  excel- 
lency the  governor,  hepout: 

That  the  committee  has  not  deemed  it  necessary 
to  enquire  whether  it  would  have  been  expedient 
for  the  legislature,  at  the  present  time,  to  express 
its  opinion  on  this  important  subject,  if  it  had  not 
been  thereto  specially  invited.  But  the  legislatui’e 
of  the  state  of  Vii’ginia  has  seen  fit  to  address  to  the 
legislatures  of  the  different  states  of  the  union  cer- 
tain re.solutions,  together  with  the  reasons  on  which 
they  are  founded;  giving  a construction  to  import- 
ant provisions  of  the  constitution  of  the  U.  States, 
and  defining  the  powers  of  congress.  The  forbear- 
ing to  express  an  opinion,  when  thus  appealed  to^ 
might  be  taken  for  an  acquiescence  in  the  construe-* 
tion  contended  for. 

After  having  carefully  examined  the  resolutions, 
and  the  reasoning  offered  in  their  support,  with  all 
that  attention  to  which  they  are  entitled,  as  well 
on  account  of  the  source  whence  they  originated 
as  on  account  of  the  great  importance  of  the  subject 
to  which  they  relate,  the  committee  is  of  opinion, 
that  the  legislature  of  Virginia  contends  for  an  er- 
roneous construction  of  the  constitution  of  the  U. 
States,  relative  to  the  powers  of  congress,  which, 
if  adopted,  wdl  prove  highly  injurious  to  the  inte- 
rests of  the  nation. 

Since  the  passing  of  the  resolutions  under  consi- 
deration, the  subject  matter  of  them  has  been  so 
amply  discussed  in  the  congress  of  the  U.  States,  as 
to  render  it,  at  this  time,  an  unnecessary  and  use- 
less labor  to  assign  and  illustrate,  at  large,  the  rea- 
sons why  this  legislature  ought  not  to  give  jts  as- 
sent to  them. 

Notwithstanding  the  reasoningof  the  legislature 
of  the  state  of  Virginia,  on  the  language  of  the  con.- 
stitution,  the  committee  has  full  confidence,  that 
the  power  to  yjrescribe  the  prohibition  of  slavery, 
las  a condition  of  the  admission  of  new  states  iiUo 
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the  union,  is  vested  in  cong-ress  by  a fair  interpre- 
tation of  the  language  of  that  instrument. 

The  ;argument,  chiefly  relied  on,  is,  that  thepre- 
sci’ibing  such  condition  by  congress  is  inconsistent 
with  the  sovereignty  of  the  state  to  be  admitted, 
and  its  equality  with  the  other  states.  It  is  admit- 
ted that  “congress,  if  the  applicant  for  admission 
into  the  union  had  no  right  whatever  to  demand  it, 
as  would  be  the  case  of  an  independent  state  mak- 
ing such  application,  might  provide  for  the  admis- 
sion of  sucli  state  upon  the  performance  of  prece- 
dent conditions,  not  impairing  its  sovereignty,”  If 
so,  as  the  territory  of  Missouri  had  no  right  lo  de- 
mand admission,  the  only  question  is,  whether  the 
I'ight  to  establish  slavery  within  their  respective 
limits  is  essential  to  that  soyercignty,  which  is  en- 
joyed by  the  different  states  of  the  union  under  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States.  For  evidence 
that  such  right  is  not  essential  to  their  sovereignty, 
an  appeal  might  be  made  not  only  to  the  solemn  as- 
sertion of  the  unalienable  right  of  all  men  to  free- 
dom, announced  in  the  declaration  of  our  national 
independence,  and  which  is  adopted  among  the 
fundamental  principles  of  many  of  the  state  go- 
vernment, and  to  the  reiterated  acts  of  the  gene- 
ral government  in  admitting  into  the  union  new 
states  with  a prohibition  of  slavery,  but  also  to  the 
enlightened  judgment  of  wise  and  good  men  of  all 
countries. 

Slavery  is  prohibited  by  the  immutable  law  of 
nature,  which  is  obligatory  as  well  on  states  as  indi- 
viduals. The  establishing  or  permitting  slavery  by 
a state,  being  thus  morally  wrong,  the  right  to  do 
it  instead  of  being  essential  to  its  sovereignty,  can- 
not exist;  except  only  in  cases  where  slavery  has 
been  already  introduced  cannot  be  suddenly  abo- 
lished without  great  danger  to  the  community. 
Under  such  circumstances,  it  must  of  necessity  be 
tolerated  for  a time,  as  the  sole  means  of  self-pre- 
servation. 

The  painful  necessity  may  justify  the  temporary 
continuance  of  slavery  in  certain  states  of  the 
union  where  it  now  exists.  But  in  the  opinion  of 
the  , committee  nothing  can  justify  the  unnecessa- 
ry extension,  of  this  great  evil  to  newly  formed 
states. 

As  far  as  it  may  affect  the  sovereignty  of  a nation, 
no  material  difference  is  perceived  between  the 
case,  where  it  surrendei's  its  supposed  right  to  car- 
ry on  a traffic  in  slaves  with  a foreign  country  as- 
senting thereto,  and  the  case  of  its  surrender  of 
its  right  to  acquire  in  any  other  way,  and  retain 
slaves  within  its  own  limits.  And  yet  several  inde- 
pendent nations,  and  our  own  among  others,  have, 
without  any  suspicion  of  injury  to  their  rights  of 
sovereignty,  bound  tliemselves  by  treaty  stipula- 
tions, forever  to  prohibit  that  monstrous  traffic. 
Have  they  thereby  lost  what  is  essential  to  their 
sovereignty? 

If,  from  the  generality  and  conciseness  of  the 
terms  used  in  the  federal  constitution,  any  doubt 
remained  as  to  tiieir  true  construction,  in  relation 
to  the  power  of  congres.s,  in  the  particular  under 
consideration,  such  doubt  would  be  removed  on 
examining  the  condition  of  the  territory,  belonging 
to  the  United  States,  at  the  time  of  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  and  the  obligation  they  were 
then  under  to  form  the  same  into  states,  to  be  ad- 
mitted into  the  union. 

After  the  United  States  had,  by  the  treaty  with 
Great  Britain,  and  by  a cession  from  Virginia,  and 
certain  other  states,  of  their  claims,  acquired  an 
undisputed  title  to  The  territory  northwest  of  the 
river  Ohio,  they  passed  the  ordinance  of  178r,  for 


dividing  that  territory  into  states,  and  for  their  ad 
mission  into  the  union.  'I’his  ordinance  is  entitled 
“articles  of  compact  betweeji  the  original  states 
and  the  people,  and  states  witiiinthe  said  territory, 
forever  to  remain  unalterable,”  It  recites  the  ob- 
ject and  design  to  be  “for  extending  the  fundamen- 
tal principles  of  civil  and  religious  liberty,  which 
form  the  ba.sis  whereon  these  republics,  their  laws, 
and  constitutions  are  created;  to  fix  and  establish 
those  principles,  as  the  basis  of  all  laws,  constitu- 
tions, and  governments,  which  forever  hereafter 
shall  be  formed  in  said  territory;  to  provide  also 
for  the  establishment  of  states  at  as  early  a period 
as  may  be  consistent  with  the  general  interest.’” 
It  then  provides  as  one  of  the  articles  to  remain 
forever  unalterable,  that  “there  shall  be  neither 
slavery,  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the  said  terri- 
tory.” The  state  of  Virginia,  with  four  other  slave - 
holding  states,  assented  to  this  compact.  And 
Virginia  afterwards  expressly  ratified  it  by  an  act 
of  its  legislature.  I'iie  states  mentioned  in  the 
ordinance,  and  in  which  slavery  was  to  be  thus  for- 
ever prohibited,  were  still  to  be  admitted  on  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  states.  Of  course, 
the  prohibition  of  slavery  was  not  supposed  to  be 
incompatible  with  their  sovereignty. 

The  United  States  having  thus  pledged  their 
faith,  and  bound  themselves  to  admit  tliese  states 
into  the  union,  with  a perpetual  prohibition  of 
sdavery,  it  would  seem  to  be  impossible  that  the 
constitution,  v/hich  was  soon  after  formed,  and 
certainly  with  a full  knowledge  of  the  ordinance, 
should  not  have  been  intended  and  understood  to 
confer  on  congress  the  requisite  power  to  perform 
the  obligation. 

In  further  proof  that  the  constitution  must  have- 
been  so  understood,  might  be  cited  the  act  express- 
ly confirming  this  ordinance,  among  the  first  doings 
of  congress  under  the  constitution.  In  conformity 
with  this  understanding  of  the  constitution,  have 
the  states  north  west  of  the  Oliio  been  admitted 
into  the  union,  subject  to  perpetual  prohibition 
of  slavery.  Most  of  the  other  new  states  have 
likewise  been  admitted  on  such  conditions  as  con- 
gress, deeming  them  to  be  suitable  to  their  respec- 
tive situations,  has  been  pleased  to  prescribe. 

This  being  the  construction  given  to  the  consti- 
tution  immediately  after  its  adoption,  an.d  which 
has  been  acted  upon  without  opposition,  and  ac- 
quiesced in  for  more  than  thirty  years,  it  was  not 
to  have  been  expected  that  its  correctness  would, 
at  this  late  period,  have  been  drawn  into  question 

It  must  be  recollected  that  this  cotemporaneous 
construction  of  the  constitution  was  made  by  those, 
who  had  the  best  possible  means  of  knowing  what 
was  the  true  intent.  Many  of  the  distinguished 
members  of  the  convention,  which  formed  the  con- 
stitution, were  at  that  time  in  the  national  councils. 

Neither  these  states,  themselves,  so  admitted  on 
prescribed  conditions,  nor  any  body  in  their  behalf, 
have  heretofore  doubted  that  they  were  on  an  equal 
footing  with  the  original  states,  or  that  they  enjoy- 
ed all  the  rights  essential  to  tlieir  sovereignty. 

The  legislature  of  Virginia  attributes  this  early 
constmcLion  of  the  constitution,  so  uniformly  fol- 
lowed by  the  general  government,  and  acquiesced 
in  by  the  states,  to  the  score  of  misapprehension. 
And  an  intimation  seems  to  be  given  to  the  newly 
admitted  states,  that  the  conditions  and  stipulations 
on  which  they  were  admitted,  and  which  were  so- 
iemnh'  ratified  by  them,  are  of  no  binding  force. 
The  dangerous  tendency  of  such  a doctrine  is  too 
apparent  to  need  comment. 


NiLKSMlEGISTER  ■ JULY  8,  1820— NEW-HAMPSHIUE  LEGISLATURE.  S39 


'rhe  leg’isiatuve  ot  Virg’Uiia admits  “that  this  sub- 
ject addresses  itself  very  strongly  to  their  interest, 
as  well  as  their  feelings.”  If  the  obviously  just  and 
long  settled  construction  of  the  constitution,  in  a 
particular  of  great  national  concernment,  may,  in  a 
moment  of  excitement,  be  set  aside  in  favor  of  sup- 
posed  doubts,  raised  by  the  excess  of  ingenuity  of 
reasoning,  no  ground  of  security  will  remain  for  the 
equal  rights  of  the  states;  and  the  foundation  of  the 
union  itself  may  be  shaken. 

An  argument  against  the  power  of  congress  to 
prevent  the  extension  of  slavery  to  new  states  is 
alternjitedvto  be  raised  from  the  general  scope  of 
the  constitution,  and  from  the  nature  of  our  free 
institutions.  The  legislature  of  Virginia  says,  «it 
can  never  be  believed  that  an  association  of  free 
and  independent  states,  formed  foi-  the  purpose  of 
general  defence,  of  establishing  justice,  and  of  se- 
curing the  blessings  of  liberty  to  themselves  and 
their  posterity,  ever  contemplated  the  acquisition 
of  territory  for  the  purpose  of  estabiishmg  and  per- 
petuating for  others  and  their  posterity  that  colo- 
Tiial  bondage,  against  which  they  themselves  had  so 
lately  revolted.”  “Power  may  enslave  them  (the 
inhabitants  of  territories.)  longer,  but  tiie  laws  of 
nature  and  of  justice,  the  genius  of  our  political 
institutions,  and  our  own  example,  proclaim  their 
title  to  break  their  bonds  and  assert  theirfreedom.” 
Can  this  have  been  intended  for  calm  reasoning-,  to 
convince  the  understandings  of  those  to  whom  it 
purports  to  be  addressed;  -or  was  it  designed  to 
produce  an  effect  on  the  feelings  and  conduct  of 
the  inhabitants  of  the  territory  of  Missouri,  then 
demanding  admission  into  the  union  It  is  hoped 
it  will  never  be  believed  that  tliis  association  of  free 
states,  formed  for  the  noble  purposes  above  stated, 
ever  contemplated  the  acquisition  of  teritoi-y  for 
the  purpose  of  establishing  or  extending  bondage 
of  any  kind. 

If  the  constitution  gives  to  congress  the  power 
in  question,  it  is  not  perceived  that  there  is  any 
stipulation  in  the  treaty,  which  ceded  Louisiana  to 
the  United  States,  that  forbids  the  exercise  of  it, 
in  providing  for  the  admission  into  the  union  of  the 
territory  of  Missouri.  The  provision  of  file  treat}', 
which  is  supposed  to  impose  on  congress  the  obliga- 
tion of  admitting  the  territory  unconditionally,  is  the 
following:  *^The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory 
shall  be  incorporated  into  the  union  of  the  United 
States,  and  admitted  as  soon  as  possible,  accol-ding- 
to  the  principles  of  the  federal  constitution,  to  the 
enjoyment  of  all  the  riglits,  advantages  and  immu- 
nities of  citizens  of  the  United  States.”  It  is  not 
believed  that  this  provision  can  have  any  efFect 
whatever  on  the  question.  Tlie  admission,  into  the 
union  is  to  be  according  to  tlie  principles  of  the 
constitution.  If  congress  may,  according  to  those 
principles,  make  the  prohibition  of  slavery  a condi- 
tion of  the  admission,  then  surely  the  admission, 
subject  to  that  proiubition,  cannot  be  at  variance 
with  tliose  principles. 

I'he  rights  mentioned  in  the  treaty  are  such  as 
are.  conferred  by  the  con.stitution  of  the  United 
States  on  its  citizens,  among  which  the  right  to  hold 
slaves  (if  such  right  tliere  be)  is  notone.  Admit- 
ting, subject  to  the  proposed  inhibition  of  slavery, 
tlie  inhabitants  of  Missouri  would  have  enjoyed 
the  same  rights,  as  citizens  of  the  United  States,  as 
do  the  citizens  of  the  states  on  the  north  side  of 
the  river  Ohio,  or  as  do  the  citizens  of  other  states, 
where  slavery  is  not  tolerated,  and  who,  as  is  hoped, 
will  not  be  soon  oonvinced  that  they  do  not  enjoy 
all  tlie  rights,  appertaining  to  a citizen  of  the  Unit- 
ed States. 


To  avoid  this  conclusion,  the  legislature  of  Vir- 
ginia contends  that  the  clause  “according  to  the 
principles  of  the  federal  constitution,”  is  no  more 
than  a qualification  of  the  time  of  admission.  But 
tile  constitution  neither  states  nor  even  alludes  to 
any  principle  whatever  to  designate.or  determine 
the  time  for  the  admission  of  a new  state.  Such 
construction  of  those  words  would  therefore  ren- 
der them  wholly  inoperative,  and  consequently 
must  be  rejected. 

Tlie  toleration  of  slavery  in  a portion  of  our  com- 
mon country  has  long  furnished  matter  of  reproach 
on  our  national  ciiaracter.  strong  hopes  were  en- 
tertained, that,  instead  of  tlie  zeal  now  shown  for 
enlarging  the  baneful  operation,  suitable  measures 
tvould  have  been  adopted  for  its  gradual  abolition. 
Congress  having  tlie  power,  is  bound  by  considera- 
tions of  justice  and  iuimanity,  and  by  a regard  t.o 
the  general  welfare  of  the  nation,  to  prevent  the 
further  extension  of  tliis  evil. 

To  attempt  to  wre.st  tliis  power  from  congress 
affords  just  cause  of  alarm.  It  is  apparent  that 
slavery  creates  habits  and  interests  peculiar  to  the 
states  tolerating  it,  and  that  it  constitutes  between 
them  a strong  bond  of  union.  To  this  cause  is  to 
be  attributed  the  unparalleled  unanimity  of  every 
senator  and  representative  of  the  slave-holding 
states,  on  the  passing  of  the  late  act  by  congressj 
affecting  this  subject. 

Should  this  odious  bond  of  union  be  permitted  to 
be  extended,  without  opposition,  it  will  soon  pro- 
duce such  a combination  of  political  power,  as  may 
be  sufficient  permanently  to  control  all  the  mea- 
sures of  tile  national  councils. 

By  the  constitution  a disproportionate  share  of 
political  power  is  conceded  to  the  slave-holding 
states,  on  account  of  their  slaves.  And  although 
the  equivalent,  given  to  the  states  not  tolerating 
.slavery,  has  in  a great  degree  failed,  by  reason  of 
the  government’s  seldom  resorting  to  direct  taxa- 
tion for  revenue,  yet  no  complaint  is  made,  while 
the  advantage  is  confined  to  the  original  states,  the 
parties  to  the  compact,  or  even  to  new  states,  form- 
ed within  their  limits.  But  new  states,  formed  out 
of  territory  not  included  within  the  original  limits 
of  the  United  States,  have  no  claim  to  this  advan- 
tage. And  the  granting  of  it  to  them,  when  nothing 
in  their  situation  renders  it  necessary,  is  an  act  of 
injustice  tov/ards  the  states  now  allowing'  slavery, 
and  which,  if  persevered  in,  may  in  the  end,  destroy 
their  just  share  of  power  and  influence  in  the  gene- 
ral government  and  and  endanger  their  safety. 

Which  said  report  was  approved  and  agreed  to, 
as  expressing  the  opinion  of  this  legislature.  Tliere- 
fore,  * 

Resolved  by  the  senate  and  hovse  o f representatives^ 
in  general  court  convened.  That,  in  the  opinion  of 
this  legislature,  the  congress  of  the  United  States 
has,  by  the  constitution,  the  right,  in  admitting  new 
states  into  the  union,  to  prescribe  the  prohibition 
of  slavery  as  one  of  the  conditions  on  which  such 
state  shall  be  admitted. 

'I'liat,  in  the  case  of  Missouri,  to  which,  by  the 
preamble  and  resolutions  of  the  general  assembly 
of  Virginia,  the  attention  of  this  legislature  has  been 
called,  tliat  right  remained  in  full  force,  unimpaired 
either  by  the  treaty  under  which  that  territory  was 
acquired,  or  any  subsequent  acts  of  the  general 
government: 

That,  in  the  opinion  of  this  legislature,  the  ex- 
istence of  slavery  within  the  United  States,  is  a 
great  moral  as  well  r i political  evil,  tlie  toleration 
of  V/iiich  can  be  justified  by  necessity  alone,  and 
that  the  further  exten^jon  of  it  ought  to  be  prevent- 
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ed,  by  the  due  exercise  of  the  power  vested  in  the 
general  government: 

Resolved,  I'hat  the  governor  of  this  state  be  re- 
quested to  transmit  a copy  of  the  foregoing  report 
and  resolutions  to  the  government  of  the  state  of 
Virginia. 

Passed  house  of  representatives — Yeas,  194;  nays, 
jaone. 

Passed  in  senate — Yeas,  11;  nays,  none. 


Law  Case. 

rnOM  THE  SOUTUEKN  PATRIOT. 

James  Patton,  jun. 
vs. 

State  Banl^. 
same, 
vs. 

Bank  South  Carolina. 

This  was  an  action  of  assumpsit,  tried  before  the 
honorable  the  recorder,  in  the  inferior  city  court 
of  Charleston,  May  1820;  in  which  the  jury  found 
a special  verdict  in  the  following  words: — “We  find 
that  on  the  lOth  of  August,  18.19,  five  halves  of  five 
bank  bills,  of  the  bank  of  the  defendants,  payable 
to  bearer,  and  amounting  together,  before  they 
were  cut,  to  the  sum  of  one  hundred  and  eighty 
dollars,  the  property  of  the  plaintiff,  were  enclosed 
by  the  agent  of  the  plaintiff’ in  a letter  which  was 
lodged  iu  the  post  office  at  Salisbury  and  directed 
to  the  plaintiff’ at  Philadelphia;  that,  on  the  fifteenth 
of  the  same  month,  the  remaining  halves  of  the 
said  bills  were  forv/arded  to  the  plaintiff  by  mail, 
by  the  same  person,  from  the  same  place,  and  duly 
secured  by  the  plaintiff;  but,  the  five  half  bills  en- 
closed and  directed  to  him  by  mail,  as  aforesaid,  on 
llie  10th  of  August,  never  reached  the  plaintiff,  in 
consequence  of  tlie  mail,  in  which  they  were,  being 
robbed,  and  the  letter  and  said  half  bills  feloniously 
taken  away  by  persons  unknown.  That  the  plain- 
tiff’thereupon  caused  the  said  half  bills  which  came 
to  his  hands,  as  aforesaid,  to  be  shown  and  present- 
ed at  the  bank  of  defendants  in  Charleston,  and 
full  payment  of  the  whole  to  be  demanded  of  de- 
fendants— he,  the  said  plaintiff’,  offering  at  the  same 
time  to  give  a bond  of  indemnity  to  save  the  bank 
harmless  from  any  future  liability  to  any  one  on  the 
five  other  halves  of  the  said  bills,  which  plaintiff 
had  been  thus  deprived  of;  that  the  defendants  re- 
fused to  accept  the  indemnity  oft’ered,  or  to  pay  the 
half  bills  as  if  they  were  whole — but  off'ered,  ac- 
cordingtothe  custom  of  the  state  bank  in  this  city, 
(which  custom  we  find  exists)  to  pay  plaintiff  nine- 
ty dollars,  being  the  moiety  of  the  whole  five  bills, 
which  plaintiff’ refused  to  accept.  Now,  if  the  court 
should  be  of  opinion  that  if  defendants,  by  law, 
were  liable  to  pay  the  whole  of  the  said  five  bills, 
upon  the  presentation  of  the  said  half  five  bills, 
under  the  circumstances  aforesaid,  then  we  find  for 
the  plaintiff  $^180,  witli  interest  from  the  time  of 
the  clemami,  and  costs;  but  if,  on  the  contrary,  the 
court  should  be  of  opinion  tliat  the  defendants  were 
not  bound  to  j)av  the  wl.ole,  unless  the  whole  of 
the  notes  or  bills  were  presented  for  payment,  then 
we  find  for  the  defendants,  with  costs.” 

On  this  verdict,  judgment  was  awarded  for  the 
plaintiff,  and  a motion  was  made  to  reverse  that 
judgment,  on  the  ground  that  the  facts  found,  en- 
titled the  defendants  to  a judgment,  half  notes  be- 
ing ncgociable  under  the  custom  established  by  the 
verdict,  at  half  their  whole  value. 

'Phe  following  opinion  of  the  lionorable  the  re- 
eorder,  on  the  question  made,  accompanied  the  re- 
port: 

“In  determining  the  question  arising  under  these 
special  verdicts,  I sliall  not  consider  th(^e  effect 


which  might  be  produced  by  an  indemnity  being 
given  to  the  defendants;  nor  shall  I be  influenced 
by  the  custom  found  to  exist  in  the  state  bank  and 
the  bank  of  South  Carolina,  of  paying  a moiety  of 
the  amount  of  a bill,  when  half  of  it  is  presented; 
because  I think  that  this  court  cannot  order  or  judge 
of  an  indemnity,  neitliei*  can  a verdict  be  given  by 
the  jury  requiring  the  execution  of  such  a condi- 
tion. Nor  is  usage  admissible  to  contradict  or  ex- 
plain the  meaning  and  import  of  a writing,  the 
terms  of  which  are  unambiguous.  The  meaning  of 
a bank  note  is  to  be  collected  fi’om  its  language;  its 
language  is  plain  and  not  to  be  misunderstood,  its 
popular  and  technical  import  ai’e  the  same;  it  must 
therefore  be  g'overned  by  the  rules  that  relate  to  si- 
milar instruments.  The  only  question  then  re- 
maining is,  wiiether  the  defendants  are  bound  to 
pay  the  whole  amount  o/  the  bills  declared  upon, 
under  the  circumstances  found  in  the  verdicts  up- 
on the  presentment  of  the  halves,  unaccompanied 
by  any  proof  of  the  physical  destructioii  of  the 
other  halves  not  produced.  The  jury  have  found 
that  the  halves  not  produced,  have  been  stolen  by 
persons  unknown;  as  the  court  can  intend  nothing 
which  is  not  contained  in  the  verdict,  the  stolen 
halves  must  be  regarded  as  being  in  existence.  On 
the  parts  of  the  defendants,  it  is  contended  that 
the  plaintiffs  cannot  recover,  unless  they  exhibit 
the  notes,  or  prove  their  destruction,  or  show  that 
their  negocialiility  has  ceased;  and  this  appears  to  me 
to  be  a correct  presentment  of  the  case.  If  the  nego- 
ciability  of  the  missing  halves  be  destroyed,  so  that 
the  banks  cannot  twice  be  recurred  to  for  their 
payment,  they  run  no  risk  in  paying  their  total 
amount  to  the  jjlaintiffs;  it  would,  therefore,  seem 
unreasonable,  where  the  banks  are  absolved  from 
this  responsibility,  that  the  plaintiff’s,  admitted  to  be 
the  bona  fide  owners  of  the  bills  before  they  were 
divided,  should,  nevertheless,  not  be  able  to  reco- 
ver their  amount.  By  the  defendants  it  has  been 
said  that  a bank  note  is  money;  that,  in  law,  it  is 
regarded  as  such,  and  that  their  would  be  no  more 
impropriety  in  subjecting  a bank  to  the  payme-nt 
of  ^100,upon  the  production  of  half  of  a note  of  that 
denomination,  than  in  compelling  it  to  give  a dol- 
lar or  a doubloon,  on  the  production  of  moieties  of 
these  coins.  On  the  other  hand,  it  is  urged  by  the 
plaintiff,  that  a bank  bill  is  an  acknowledgment  of 
a debt  due  by  the  bank  to  th.e  holder  of  it;  that,  in 
its  nature,  it  is  not  negociable,  and  cannot  be  so 
rendered  by  the  bank.  Both  of  these  positions  ap- 
pear to  me  to  be  incorrect.  It  is  true  that  a bank 
bill  is  generally  received  as  money;  that  it  passes 
as  current  as  money,  and  that  a tender  in  bank 
bills,  in  England,  if  not  objected  to,  is  a legal  ten- 
der. But  general  practice  and  convenience  will 
not  change  the  nature  of  things.  Notes  of  indivi- 
duals are  frequently  taken  and  passed  away  as  mo- 
ney, but  it  will  not  be  said  that  they  are  so;  it  is 
requisite  that  a tender,  if  demanded,  should  be 
made  in  money,  and  yet  an  objection  to  bank  notes 
is  valid,  for  the  only  reason  that  they  are  not  mo- 
ney. Money,  according  to  its  legal  import,  in 
this  country,  is  coined  metal,  current  for  specific 
amounts,  by  the  authority  of  the  government.  A 
bank  note  is  an  evidence  that  a certain  quantity  of 
such  coin  is  due  to  the  holder  of  it,  but  the  lull  and 
money  differ  as  much  from  each  other,  as  a title  does 
from  an  estate,  or  the  power  fi'om  tlie  fruition. 
That  a bank  hill  is  an  acknowledgment  of  a debt 
due  to  the  holder  of  it,  must  be  admitted;  but  an 
obligation  of  this  nature  is  perfectly  consistent 
with  negociability,  and  hank  notes  are  as  much  ne- 
gociable as  ajt}'  commercial  instruments  with  which 
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^ve  are  acquainted,  and  a right  of  property  in  them 
is  as  fully  transferred  by  a delivery,  as  in  a promis- 
sory  note,  payable  to  order»  by  an  endorsement. 
Upon  file  face'  of  its  bill,  a bank  promises  to  pay  the 
bearer  a certain  sum  upon  demand;  accordingtothe 
contract,  the  bearer,  when  he  asks  for  its  payment, 
53  bound  to  produce  it.  I’he  general  rule  is,  that  a 
person  making  a demand,  should  accompany  it  with 
the  evidence  of  the  debt,  for  the  debtor  kas  a right 
to  see  his  obligation  cancelled,  or  to  have  it  deliver- 
ed  to  him  when  he  is  called  upon  to  discharge  it. 
This  is  a rule  applying  to  every  species  oi  obliga- 
tion, but  especially  to  a negociable  security,  which 
may  have  legally  been  transferred  to  another,  at  the 
very  time  when  the  original  payee  makes  his  de- 
mand for  payment.  But  to  almost  every  general 
rule  there  are  exceptions;  the  books  are  full  of  ca- 
ses, where  a party  may  recover  who  has  lost  the  evi- 
dence of  his  claim,  upon  due  proof  of  its  having  ex- 
isted, of  its  contents  and  of  its  loss;  to  this  exception, 
there  is  again  an  exception,  that  a negoCiable  in- 
strument is  not  included  within  it,  because  if  it 
were,  a debtor  might  be  twice  obliged  to  discharge 
his  debt;  but  if  a negociable  promissory  note,  not 
endorsed*  lias  been  lost,  as  it  is  then  divested  of  the 
nature  of  a negociable  paper,  upon  the  proofs  be- 
fore mentioned,  a suit  can  be  maintained  forits reco- 
very; the  same  rule  governs  if  a negociable  instru- 
menthasbeendestroyed:  C/iitlij  167,2  Campbell212. 
Does  not  the  case  before  ns  come  within  the  rea- 
son and  principle  of  these  exceptions.  The  bills 
were  negociable  when  received  by  the  plaintiff, 
they  have  by  no  act  of  theirs  been  transferred. 
Can  the  halves  which  are  missing  be  rendered  ne- 
gociable by  any  act  of  the  plaintiff'  or  of  any  other 
person?  No  property  in  the  wiiole  notes  can  be 
vested  in  the  possessor  of  the  stolen  halves-- he 
could  not  produce  the  evidence  of  his  right;  he 
never  had  the  whole  notes,  and  excepting  in  certain 
instances,  within  which  his  case  is  not  embraced, 
to  give  authority  to  demand  payment  of  a note,  the 
note  must  be  exhibited;  he  could  not  prove  the 
loss  of  the  halves  owned  by  the  plaintiff — they  are 
not  lost;  he  could  not  prove  a right  of  property  in 
these  halves— lie  never  had  it;  he  could  not  even 
appear  as  the  prima  facie  owner— possession  is  ne- 
cessary for  that  purpose.  Suppose,  after  the  pay- 
ment of  these  bills  to  the  plaintiff,  that  the  holder 
of  the  other  halves  should  call  upon  the  bank,  and 
granting,  (which  is  very  improbable)  that  he  took 
the  missing  halves  in  the  course  of  business,  having 
given  for  them  a valuable  consideration,  still  he 
would  hold  them  with  notice  that  the  right  to  the 
kmount  of  them  might  be  in  the  proprietor  of  the 
other  halves,  and  he  would  consequently  be  bound, 
by  every  defence  which  could  legally  or  equitably 
be  insisted  upon,  against  the  finder  or  robber,  be- 
cause he  would  have  accepted  them  under  such 
circumstances  as  would  necessarily  set  him  upon 
an  enquiry.  The  individual  from  whom  the  receiv- 
er of  these  halves  obtained  them,  might  be  liable 
to  him,  but  not  the  bank,  whose  notes  he  never  had. 
if  the  drawer  of  a negociable  note  have  notice  be- 
fore payment  that  it  is  lost  and  nevertheless  pay  it, 
he  does  so  at  his  peril;  and  it  turns  out  that  the  re- 
ceiver of  it  had  no  title,  the  drawer  will  be  liable 
to  the  real  owner: — Lovell  vs.  .Martin,  in  Taunt. 
799.  This  decision  relates  to  a negociable  instrii- 
ment,  in  which,  as  in  the  case  of  a bank  bill,  the 
right  of  property  would  be  prima  facie  in  the  hold- 
er. Ifabillbe  lost  and  found,  the  finder  has  no 
property  in  it  against  the  owner,  though  he  has 
against  all  other  persons: — Salk.  426.  Now  the 
finder  or  possessor  of  the  notes  in  question  would 


be  in  the  same  situation  as  the  finder  of  the  bill  lt\ 
the  case  quoted,  and  yet  he  would  have  no  right 
against  the  real  owners,  who  were  the  plaintiffs^ 
and  who,  by  the  verdict  of  the  jury,  have  never 
transferred  their  property.  There  is  a case  in  3d 
Camp.  324,  where  t.he  facts  are  similar  to  those 
befoi'e  us,  in  which  the  determination  was,  that  the 
original  bona  fide-holder  could  not  recover.  I'he 
ground  upon  which  lord  Ellenborbugh  decided  is: 
That  the  half  of  the  note,  (which  had  been  stolen 
from  the  mail),  might  have  immediately  got  inta 
the  hands  of  a holder  for  valuable  consideration, 
and  he  would  have  as  good  a right  of  s'lit  upon  that, 
as  the  plaintiff  upon  tlie  oiherhalf.  1 should  speak 
with  very  great  diffidence,  when  I said,  for  the 
reasons  before  expressed,  that  it  does  not  seem  to 
me  that  the  conclusion  of  the  English  judge  is  war- 
ranted by  his  premises,  were  I not  sustained  in  this 
judgment  by  the  decision  of  two  judges  of  the  su- 
preme court  of  the  United  States,  (published  iff  a 
newspaper  and  in  Niles’  Register),  which  are  in  ac- 
cordance with  the  views  I have  taken.  I am,  there- 
fore, of  opinion,  that  the  plaintiff’s  are  entitled  to 
recover  from  the  defendants  the  full  amount  of  the 
bills  they  have  declared  upon,  together  with  inte^ 
rest  from  the  periods  Of  their  respective  demands. 

WM,  DRAYTON -V 

12th  May,  1S20. 

Johnson,  judge*  delivered  the  opinion  of  the 
court: — 

The  grounds  on  v/hich  this  motion  rests  have 
been  so  fully  and  able  considered  in  the  learned 
opinion  of  the  judge  who  tried  ihe  cause,  in  whose 
conclusion  the  court  concur,  that  the  expression  of 
that  concurrence  is  all  that  is  left  to  the  court.  I 
will  remark,  however,  on  the  question  as  to  the  ef- 
fect of  cutting  or  severing  the  note  or  bill  on  its 
negociability — that  the  practice  of  cutting  them  for 
tlie  purpose  of  transmitting  them  by  different  con- 
veyances,  had  its  origin,  unquestionably,  in  an  opi- 
nion that  it  destroyed  its  negociability;  so  far,  there- 
fore, as  usage  could  have  any  influence  as  to  legal 
construction,  it  favors  the  conclusion  that  a seve- 
rance of  the  note-;destroys  the  negociability.  But  I 
am  fully  satisfied  that  such  is  the  legal  effect  both 
on  authority  and  principle.  The  motion  is  dis- 
charged. 

W e coiTcur— 

A.  Nott, 

E.  H.  Bat, 

J.  S.  Richaui)4on. 

Dunktn,  for  plaintiff. 

PaioiiEAU  and  GADsnEX,  for  defendant. 


Naval  General  Order. 

Navt  depaktment.  May  10,  182Q. 
After  the  first  day  of  May,  1821,  the  ‘‘uniform 
dress”  for  the  officers  of  tlie  navy  of  the  United 
States,  shall  be  hereinafter  described,  and  to  which 
all  officers  of  the  navy  are  directed  to  conform. 

SMITH  THOMPSON. 

navy  TTNIFOTIM. 

Captams  of  five  years  stai%ding, — Fjill  dress 
Coat. — Blue  cloth,  broad  lappels  and  white  lin- 
ing, standing  collar,  trimmed  with  gold  lace  around 
the  collar,  descending  around  the  lappels  to  the 
bottom  of  the  coat,  the  upper  part  of  the  cuffs 
around  the  pocket  flaps  (above  the  upper  seam  of 
the  flaps)  and  around  the  edges  of  the  pocket  flaps; 
these  two  rows  of  lace  around  the  pocket  flaps 
nearly  touch  each  other;  a single  lace  around  every 
button  hole;  the  width  of  the  lace  on  all  parts  of 
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the  coat,  excepting  around  tlie  buttoy  holes,  is  not 
to  be  more  than  three-fourths  nor  less  than  five 
eights  of  an  incii;  the  width  of  that  around  the  but- 
ton holes  is  to  be  one  half  the  width  of  that  on  the 
other  parts  of  the  coat. 

The  buttons  are  to  be  as  described  in  the  draw- 
ing No.  1. — There  are  to  be  one  on  each  side  of  the 
standing  collar,  nine  on  each  of  the  lappels,  four  on 
each  of  the  pocket  flaps,  and  four  on  each  of  the 
culFs,  two  over  the  skirts  of  the  coat,  two  on  each 
fold  between  the  hip  buttons  and  the  end  of  the 
skirt.  On  the  lappels  there  are  to  be  open  lace 
button  holes;  on  the  collar,  cufi's  and  pocket  flaps, 
there  are  to  be  blank  lace  button  holes;  over  each 
of  the  two  buttons  over  the  skirt  of  the  coat,  there 
is  to  be  triangle  of  lace,  and  one  triangle  between 
two,  so  that  there  will  be  three  triangles;  the  folds 
of  the  skirts  are  also  to  be  laced. 

Epaulets. — Two  gold  epaulets,  with  two  silver 
anchors  crossed  on  each. 

Pantaloons  and  vest,  white.  The  vest  to  be  sin- 
gle breasted  and  to  have  nine  buttons,  and  there 
are  to  be  four  buttons  on  and  four  under  each  of 
tlie  pocket  flaps;  the  pattern  of  the  button  to  cor- 
respond with  the  drawing,  No.  1.  but  the  button  to 
be  smaller  so  as  to  correspond  with  garment. — 
When  in  full  dress  to  wear  half  boots,  cut  and  thrust 
S vVords,  with  yellow  mountings  and  gold  laced  cock- 
ed hats,  the  lace  not  to  shew  more  than  one  and  a 
quarter  inches  on  each  side. 

Undj'ess. — Same  as  full  dress,  excepting  the  gold 
lace,  white  lining  and  standing  collar. 

Captains  under  five  years  standings — Full  dress. 

Same  as  captains  of  five  years  standing  in  all  re- 
spects, excepting  the  anchors  on  the  epaulet;  they 
are  to  wear  one  anchor  only  on  each  epaulet. 

Undress. — Same  as  full  dress,  excepting  the  gold 
lace,  white  lining  and  standing  collar. 

A commodore  is  to  wear  a silver  star  on  each 
strap  of  his  proper  epaulets. 

JMaster  commandants  —Fidl  dress. 

Coat. — Blue  cloth,  with  broad  lappels  and  lining 
©f  the  same;  standing  collar,trimmed  with  gold  lace, 
as  follow:  around  the  standing  collar  descending 
around  tlie  lappels  to  the  bottom  of  the  coat,  the 
upper  part  of  tlie  cuff’s,  around  the  pocket  flaps 
and  down  the  folds  with  one  single  lace;  four  but- 
tons on  each  of  the  cuffs,  and  four  on  each  of  the 
pocket  flaps,  nine  on  each  of  the  lappels,  and  one 
on  the  standing  collar;  two  plain  gold  Epaulets, — 
buttons  as  described  in  the  drawing  No.  2. 

Pantaloons  and  vest,  white.  Vest  single  breasted, 
with  nine  buttons;  four  under  each  pocket  flap; 
buttons  same  as  those  on  the  coat,  but  to  be  pro- 
portionably  smaller. 

Undress.  Same  as  full  dress,  excepting  the  lace 
and  standing  collar. 

Lieutenants*  commandant^  and  first  lieutenants  of  line 
of  battle  ships — Full  dress. 

Coat. — Blue  cloth,  broad  lappels  and  lining  of 
the  same,  with  nine  buttons  on  each  lappel,  stand- 
ing collai*,  with  one  button;  three  buttons  on  each 
of  the  cuffs  and  three  on  each  of  the  pocket  flaps; 
laced  around  the  collar  and  cuffs. 

One  plain  gold  epaulet  on  the  right  shoulder, 
^5Utton  No.  2. 

Pantaloons  and  vest,  same  as  the  Masters’  com- 
mandant, excepting  that  they  are  to  have  only  three 
buttons  under  each  pocket  flap. 

Unchess.  Same  as  the  full  dress,  excepting  the 
lace  and  standing  collar. 

JLieulenants  dress  and  undress. 

Same  as  lieutenants’  commandant,  excepting  only 


that  they  are  to  wear  the  the  epaulet  on  the  left 
shoulder. 

Masters*  commandant,  lieutenants’  commandant, 
first  lieutenants  of  the  line  of  battle  ships  and  lieu- 
tenants, when  in  full  dress,  are  to  wear  half  boots, 
cut  and  tburst  swords  with  yellow  mountings,  and 
goldla^ed  cocked  hat,  the  lace  not  to  shew  more 
than  one  and  a quarter  inches  on  each  side. 

JMidshipmen’ s full  dress. 

Coat. — Blue  cloth,  with  lining  of  the  same,  the 
lappels  to  be  short,  with  six  buttons  standing  collar 
with  a diamond  form  of  gold  lace,  on  each  side  not 
exceeding  two  inches  square,  no  buttons  on  the 
cuffs  or  pockets,  the  buttons  to  be  according  to  the 
drawing  No.  4.  When  in  full  dress  to  wear  plain 
cocked  h its,  half  boots,  and  cut  and  thrust  swords^ 
with  yeilow  mountings. 

Pantaloons  and  vest,  white,  the  same  as  lieuten- 
ants, except  the  buttons  on  the  pocket  flaps. 

Undress.  A short  coat,  rolling  cape,  with  a but- 
ton on  each  side. 

Kospital  surgeon*8 — Full  dress. 

Coat — Blue  cloth,  with  bi’oad  lappels,  and  lining 
of  the  same;  nine  buttons  on  the  lappeks,  standing 
collar,  three  buttons  below  each  of  the  pockets, 
and  three  buttons  on  each  of  the  cuffs;  two  rows 
of  gold  lace,  not  exceeding  one  and  a fourth  inches 
broad,  around  the  upper  edge  of  the  cuffs  and 
around  the  collar;  one  laced  button -hole  on  each 
side  of  the  collar,  with  a button; — to  be  according 
to  drawing  No.  3. 

, Pantaloons  and  vest,  white.  Nine  buttons  to  the 
breast  of  the  vest;  plain  cocked  hat,  half  boots,  and 
small  sword. 

Undress Same  as  full  dress,  excepting  the  lace 

on  the  cuffs,  and  instead  of  a standing  collar  a roll- 
ing cape,  edged  with  gold  cord. 

Surgeons’ — Full  dress, 

CoAT~Blue  cloth,  broad  lappels,  and  lining  of 
the  same;  nine  buttons  on  the  lappels.  standing  col- 
lar, two  laced  button  holes  on  each  side  of  the  col- 
lar, three  buttons  below  each  of  the  pockets,  and 
three  buttons  on  each  of  the  cuffs;  buttons.  No.  3. 

Pantaloons  and  vest,  white  Nine  buttons  to  the 
breast  of  the  vest;  cocked  hat  plain,  half  boots,  and 
small  swords. 

Undress. — The  same  as  the  full  dress,  excepting 
the  laced  button-holes  and  standing  collar. 

Surgeons  mates’ — Fidl  dress. 

Coat. — Blue  cloth,  with  broad  lappels,  and  lining 
of  the  same;  nine  buttons,  standing  collar,  witli  one 
button  and  laced  button-hole  on  each  side;  two  but- 
tons below  each  of  the  pockets,  and  two  buttons  on 
each  of  the  cuffs;  buttons,  No.  3. 

Pantaloons  and  vest,  white.  Cocked  hat,  plain 
half  boots,  and  dirk. 

Undress. — Same  as  full  dress,  except  standing 
collar, — collar  to  be  rolling. 

Sailing  masters’ — Full  dress. 

Coat. — Blue  cloth,  with  standing  collar;  broad 
lappels,  and  lining  of  the  same  kind;  buttons  on  tlie 
lappels,  and  on  the  standing  collar;  three  on  each 
of  the  pocket  flaps,  and  tliree  on  each  of  the  cuffs; 
buttons,  No.  4. 

Pantaloons  and  vest,  white.  Plain  cocked  hat, 
half  boots,  and  cut  and  thrust  swords,  with  yellow 
mounting. 

Undress. — Same  as  full  dress,  excepting  the 
standing  collar;  they  are  to  wear  a roiling  cape, 
without  buttons  on  the  coliar. 

Pursers’ —Fidl  dress. 

Coat. — Blue  cloth,  with  standing  collar;  broad 
lappels  and  lining  of  the  same,  with  nine  buttons 
on  each  of  the  lappels;  cuffs  open  behind,  wjlh 
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three  buttons,  two  above  and  one  below;  collar 
laced  around  with  gold  lace,  not  exceeding  halt  an 
inch  wide,  with  one  button  on  each  side;  the  folds 
to  have  eacli  three  buttons,  and  three  buttons  under 
each  pocket;  button.  No.  3. 

Pantaloons  and  vest,  white.  Cocked  hat,  plain 
half  boots  and  dirk. 

Undress. — Same  as  full  drfess,  excepting  the 
standing  collar — the  cape  to  be  roiling,  without 
any  button. 

Masters’  mates,  same  as  midshipmen,  with  an  ad- 
dition of  three  buttons  on  each  of  the  cuff’s. 

Boatswains,  gunners,  carpenters,  sail  makers — 
short  blue  coats,  with  eight  buttons  on  each  of  the 
lappels;  rolling  cape,  blue  pantaloons,  white  vest, 
round  hats,  with  cockade;  no  side  arms;  button. 
No.  3. 

All  other  officers  permitted  to  wear  blue  panta- 
loons, round  hats,  and  dirks  in  undress. 


Foreign  Articles. 


GKEAT  BRITAIN  AND  IIIBLAND. 

The  arrival  of  the  queen  was  confidently  an- 
nounced; and  much  importance  is  attached  to  her 
2’eturn  lipme. 

The  coronation  is  to  be  very  economically  con- 
ducted— to  cost  only  100,000/.  The  dress  of  a peer 
and  peeress' on  this  occasion,  is  to  cost  1000/. 

On  a question  in  the  house  of  commons,  to  abolish 
the  office  of  fifth  baron  of  the  exchequer  in  Scot- 
land, (a  nominal  office,  which  costs  2000/.  a year) 
the  ministers  had  a majority  of  only  eight  members 
agaiijst  it — 386  members  present. 

The  subject  of  the  Manchester  meeting  was 
again  to  be  brought  before  parliament. 

Sir  Francis  Burdett  told  Canning  that  he  was 
^‘drunk  with  insolence,”  in  the  house  of  commons. 

It  is  said,  that  sir  F.  Burdett  has  been  fined  5000/. 
and  sentenced  to  three  years  imprisonment,  for 
v/i’iting  his  famous  letter  about  the  Manchester 
massacre — (see  last  vol.  of  tiie  IIlgtster,  page  110). 
Sir  Charles  Wolesley  and  Mr.  Harrison  have  also 
been  subjected  to  be  imprisoned  a year  and  a half, 
Mr.  Hunt  for  two  years  and  a .half,  and  several  other 
persons  for  shorter  periods,  for  alleged  offences. 

A petition  has  been  presented  to  the  house  of 
commons,  by  lord  Sefton,  signed  by  400  respectable 
inhabitants  of  Liverpool,  praying  tiiat  in  the  new 
arrangements  respecting  the  civil  list,  the  crown 
may  be  properly  restricted  in  its  power  of  granting 
pensions  and  sinecures  without  the  intervention  of 
parliament. 

A general  meeting  of  ship  owners  was  held  on 
the  17th  May,  at  the  city  of  London  tavern,  for  the 
purpose  of  considering  a petition  to  parliament 
ligain'st  any  alteration  in  tlie  existing  laws,  that  may 
be  prejudicial  to  British  shipping. 

A barber  in  Dumfries  has  been  fined  51.  for  shav- 
ing in  his  own  house  and  shop  on  a Sunday. 

Stocks,  May  18—3  per  cent-  consols  69.  Wheat, 
fi9s.  8f/.  per  quarter. 

FRANCE. 

The  ex-emperor’s  friends  are  said  to  be  trouble- 
some, and  a number  have  been  arrested. 

Societies  of  ladies  are  forming  at  Paris,  to  pro- 
vide funds  for  buying  masses  for  the  soul  of  the 
duke  of  Berri,  and  prayers  for  the  safe  delivery  of 
his  widow. 

French  liberty  of  the  press.  Mr.  B.  Constant,  a dis- 
tinguished orator  of  the  party  of  libereaux^  has  stat- 
ed to  the  chamber  of  representatives,  that  having 
been  scandalously  libelled  in  one  of  the  minor  jour- 
nals, he  had  prepared  an  answer,  which  fully  re- 


futed the  foul  calumniator  who  had  assailed  him, 
when,  to  his  utter  astonishment,  the  reply  had  been 
suppressed  by  the  public  censors  of  the  press! 

NETHERLANDS. 

Law  case.  A person,  named  Gramer,  was  arrest- 
ed and  brought  before  the  sup ein or  court  at  Ghent, 
to  answer  a charge  preferred  by  a Spanish  agent,  of 
enlisting  troops  for  the  service  of  the  patriots  in 
South  America.  His  counsel  admitted  the  fact,  arwd, 
after  much  argument,  Mr.  Gramer  was  acquitted  by 
the  court. 

SPAIN. 

The  investigation  of  the  Cadiz  massacre  was  pur- 
suing with  great  activity.  Gens.  Campana,  Valdez 
and  other  distinguished  persons,  had  been  ar- 
rested. 

On  the  18th  of  May,  a great  bull  fight  was  given 
at  Cadiz,  in  honor  of  the  adoption  of  the  constitu- 
tion— in  the  midst  of  the  scene,  the  staging  erected 
for  the  accommodation  of  the  multitude,  gave  way, 
and  150  of  the  people  were  killed.  This  was  attri- 
buted to  a design  of  the  priests,  and  it  caused  con- 
siderable commotion  in  this  city. 

OKRMANT. 

The  elector  of  Hesse  lately  put  a commercial  tra- 
veller to  prison  for  six  months,  for  finding  fault 
with  the  state  of  the  roads! 

WEST  INDIES. 

We  learn  from  St.  Thomas’  that  the  patriot  pri- 
vateers are  very  troublesome  off  that  island,  cap- 
turing and  robbing  many  vessels  goingin  and  out. 

Several  new  papers  have  been  established  at 
Havana  since  the  adoption  of  the  new  constitu- 
tion, of  rather  singular  titles— one  is  called”  The 
JMosquito”  another,  the  Constituuojial  JMedicine 
Chest,’’  &c. 

7’he  revenue  of  Cape  Henry,  Hayti,  for  1819,  was 
ftS  follows: 

Import  duty,  ^147,500 

Export  do  75,000 

Wharfage,  10,000 

Wharf  fees,  3.000 


Total 


^235,500 

SOUTH  A3tIElMBA. 

At  our  last  dates,  the  constitution  had  not  beep 
proclaimed  at  Garaccas.  Morillo  waited  for  official 
information. 


CHRONICLE. 

iVn  Oratorio  was  lately  performed  at  St.  PauFs 
church,  Baltimore.  The  music  was  indeed  sweet, 
but  the  result  much  sweeter — for,  after  deducting 
all  necessary  expenses,  it  placed  the  handsome  sum 
o^L  seven  hundred  and  three- dollars,  67  cents,  in  the 
hands  of  the  ladles  directors  of  female  charity 
school;  a well  managed  and  highly  interesting  insti- 
tution 

The  U.  States’  ship  John  Adams  has  sailed  for 
the  coast  of  Africa,  to  assist  the  Cyane  and  Hornet 
in  clearing  it  of  slave  ships. 

The  Gitineamen  begin  to  act  more  and  more  con- 
sistently— being-  pirates  as  well  as  manstealers  and 
dealers  in  the  blood  of  men.  Many  vessels  have 
lately  been  robbed  by  these  villians. 

Tlie  Rondeau.  Other  pereons  late  of  the  priva- 
teer |brig  Rondeau,  have  been  arrested  at  various 
places.  It  woAild  seem  that  nearly  all  of  the  crew 
are  now  in  confinement.  The  late  captain,  Miles, 
and  those  who  were  put  in  the  boat  with  him,  safely- 
reached  Granada. 

Haring  outrage.  We  briefly  noticed  in  our  lasts 
page  326,  the  arrival  of  certain  persons  at  Baltimore 
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in  a pilot  boat,  latfe  officers,  passengers  and  crew 
of  the  Spanish  ship  Santiago,  bound  from  St.  Jago 
de  Cuba  to  this  city.  By  additional  particulars  we 
learn,  that  this  vessel  was  captured  within  6 or  7 
miles  of  the  land  and  in  six  fathoms  water,  by  a brig 
now  called  the  Bolivar,  ami  commanded  by  Joseph 
Almeida,  of  Baltimore,  which  brig  onl)'  a few  days 
since  left  Norfolk  under  the  name  of  the  Wilson, 
with  a short  crew,  a number  of  pereons  having  left 
her  and  others  being  detained  as  enlisted  illegally 
— and  that  she  is  waiting  off  our  coast  until  she  pro- 
cures her  complement.  The  ^5,000  in  specie 
which  were  on  board,  appears  certainly  to  have 
belonged  to  persons  in  this  city;  but  thiswas  car- 
ried off  as  well  as  eight  of  the  crew  of  the  Santiago, 
who  were  impressed  into  the  service  of  Almeida, 
notwithstanding  their  entreaties  and  tears.  Those 
unfortunates  were  Spaniards. 

It  would  be  well,  if  light  vessels,  in  instant  rea- 
diness for  service,  were  stationed  at  certain  of  our 
ports,  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  those  who  com- 
mit acts  like  the  preceding  to  immediate  justice. 

Pensiojiers*  muster.  On  the  28th  ultimo,  a batta* 
lion  of  revolutionary  pensioners  mustered  in  Court- 
street,  Salem,  Mass,  to  make  oath  to  their  poverty 
before  the  judge.  After  wffiich  they  partook  of  re- 
freshments, and,  among  others,  drank  the  following 
toasts: 

The  memory  of  gen.  Washington — We  claim  no  • 
higher  honor  than  to  be  called  his  fellow-soldiers. 
The  •■bloady  Sth'  Massachusetts  regiinent--h\  every 
battle,  ‘the  first  in,  and  the  last  out.’ 

Our  surviving  selves — We  have  lived  to  see  pos- 
terity— may  posterity  not  forget  us. 

Yorktoxvn  and  Saratoga — The  day  has  been  we 
could  lead  armies  captive — we  now  surrender  to 
enemies  none  can  resist-palsy,  rheumatism,  asth 
rna,  ])overty,  lameness,  blindness,  and  a host  of  ills, 
that  beset  us  like  armed  men. 

The  28«A  of  June,  1778 — \t  Monmouth  Court- 
house we  made  our  marks  with  our  bayonets — The 
28th  of  June,  1820,  at  Salem  Court-house  we  han- 
dle goose-quills  to  prove  oun  poverty. 

The  evening  of  our  days — After  oUr  sleepless 
nights  on  the  cold  ground,  our  hard  and  toilsome 
marches,  and  our  Valley  Forge  encampments,  may 
the  sunshine  of  public  fhvor  fall  on  our  hoary  locks 
till  the  end  of  life’s  campaign. 

Glory,  In  the  Edinburg  Review  of  Dr,  Seybert’s 
‘‘Statistical  Annals  of  the  United  States,”  there  is  an 
admonition  to  the  Americans  to  abstain  from  mar- 
lial  glory.  “We  can  inform  them,  (says  the  re- 
viewer,) what  are  the  inevitable  consequences  of 
being  loo  fond  of  glory.  Taxes  upon  eveiw  article 
which  enters  into  the  mouth,  or  covers  the  back,  or 
is  placed  under  the  foot— taxes  upon  every  thing 
\\  hich  is  pleasant  to  see,  hear,  feel,  smell,  or  taste 
—taxes  upon  warmth,  light  or  locomotion — taxes 
on  every  thing  on  earth,  and  the  waters  under  the 
earth — on  every  thing  that  comes  from  abroad,  or 
is  j^rown  at  home  - taxes  on  the  raw  material — taxes 
nn  every  fresii  value  that  is  added  to  it  by  the  indus- 
'ly  of  men — taxes  on  the  sauce  which  pampers 
man’s  appetite,  and  the  drug  that  restores  him  to 
liealth — on  ihe  ermine  which  decorates  the  judge, 
Hid  the  rope  which  hangs  the  criminal — on  the 
poor  man’s  salt,  and  the  rich  man’s  spice;  on*  the 
hi’ass  nails  of  the  coffin,  and  the  ribbands  of  the 
bride — at  bed  or  at  board,  coucbant  or  levant,  we 
must  pay  ! The  schoolboy  whips  his  taxed  toy — 
die  beardless  youth  manag-es  the  taxed  horse  with 


a taxed  bridle  on  a taxed  road;  and  the  dying 
Englishman  pouring,  his  medicine  which  has  paid 
seven  per  cent,  into  a spoon,  which  has  paid  fifteen 
per  cent.,  flings  himself  back  upon  his  chintz  bed 
which  has  paid  22  per  cent,  —makes  his  will  on  an 
8/.  stamp,  and  expires  in  the  arms  of  an  apotheca- 
ry, who  has  paid  1001.  for  the  privilege  of  putting 
him  to  death.  His  whole  property  is  then  taxed 
from  2 to  10  per  cent.,  besides  the  probate.  Large 
fees  are  demanded  for  burying  him  in  the  chancel; 
his  virtues  are  handed  down  to  posterity  on  taxed 
marble,  and  he  is  then  gathered  to  his  fathers  to  be 
taxed  no  more.” 

Distance.^  Quebec  is  .'jOI  miles  from  New-York 
— it  is  regularly  travelled  by  steam  boats  and  stages 
in  about  eighty -four  hours. 

Penn^s  treaty  -with  the  Indians,  1682,  under  the 
elm  tree  that  lately  stood  in  Kensington,  Philadel- 
phia. Of  this  treaty,  Voltaire  observed — “it  w.as 
the  first  made  between  those  people  and  tlie  Chris- 
tians that  was  not  ratified  with  an  oath,  and  that  was 
never  broken.” 

Precious  opaf. — Two  mines  of  precious  opal,  have 
lately  been  discovered  in  the  kingdom  of  Mexico, 
in  the  district  of  Gracias  de  Dios,  sixty  Spanish 
miles  in  the  interior  of  Honduras. — The  opals  are 
imbeded  in  Perulam  earth,  and  are  accompanied 
by  all  the  other  varieties  of  opal,  but  particularly 
with  the  sky-blue  Girasol,  and  the  sun  opal  of  Son- 
nenschmidt. 

Phode-Island.  At  the  late  session  of  the  legisla- 
ture of  this  state,  the  amendments  to  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  United  States,  proposed  by  Pennsylva- 
nia, Ohio  and  Indiana,  were  rejected. 

LAW  CASE.  Prom  the  A'ew  York  Commercial  Adver.,^ 
User.  The  following  important  decision  has  been 
communicated  to  us  as  having  recently  been  made 
in  the  state  of New-Jerse\: 

^Phebe,  a coloured  girl,  having  been  introduced 
into  this  state  some  years  since  from  New-Jersey,  by'‘ 
captain  D,  Roff,  and  not  registered  as  the  law  re- 
quired, became  free.  Some  time  thereafter,  she  re- 
turned to  New  Jersey  to  visit  her  mother,  (a  free 
woman)  where  she  was  seized  by  captain  Roff,  or 
his  agent,  and,  by  judge  Crane  of  Newark,  commit- 
ted to  the  jail  of  Essex  county  for  the  crime  of  being 
claimed  as  a slave  or  servant.  On  the  16th  June 
inst.  application  was  made  to  chief  justice  Kirkpa- 
trick, by  Richd.  Dean,  a coloured  man  of  this  city, 
for  a writ  olihabens  corpus,  which  his  honor  immedi- 
ately granted,  returnable  at  his  chambers  in  New- 
Bruuswick  on  Tuesday  the  20th,  which  writ  was 
served  upon  the  jailor  of  Essex  county,  capt.  Chris- 
tie, by  the  aforesaid  Richard  Dean.  On  the  20th, 
Phebe  was  brought  before  the  chief  justice,  when 
his  honor,  after  examining  the  return,  and  the 
cause  of  commitment,  very  promptly  declared,  that 
he  knew  of  no  law  in  New  Jersey  that  would  autho- 
rise the  master  of  a slave  or  servant  to  imprison  in 
any  Jail,  such  slave  or  servant;  and  he  therefoi’e  or- 
dered the  prisoner  to  be  discharged.  The  chief 
justice  further  observed,  that  a writ  of  habeas  cor- 
pus did  not  authorise  him  to  enquire  into  any  other 
subject  than  the  mere  cause  of  commitment. 

This  decision  may  be  considered  a very  import- 
ant one,  and  therefore  ought  to  be  promulgated 
not  only  in  the  state  of  New  Jersey,  but,  us  it  is  a 
very  common  custom  in  other  places  for  masters  ter 
imprison  persons  claimed  to  be  slaves,  throughout 
every  part  of  the  country  where  such  a practice 
prevails,” 
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It  any  thing,  which  should  have  been  noted  this 
week,  has  been  omitted  in  consequence  of  the  ne* 
cessary  absence  of  the  editor,  it  shall  be  attended 
to  in  our  next — and  arrears  in  correspondence  be 
also  brought  up. 

O^It  being  tlie  great  purpose  of  this  woik  to 
preserve  a history  of  tlie  feelings  and  manners  of 
the  times,  as  immediately  necessary  to  a correct 
understanding  of  the  hicts  recorded.  We  have  re- 
sumed a publication  of  the  debate  on  the  Missouri 
question,  though  what  was  said  on  that  matter  may 
interest  our  readers  very  little  just  novv;  and  it 
seems  convenient  also,  that  what  we  expect  to  in- 
sert cin  this  subject,  as  belonging  to  the  late  dis- 
cus.sions  and  decisions,  should  be  contained  in  the 
present  volume,  for  easier  reference. 

it  was  an  irksome  task  to  make  a selection  of 
s-peecheson  a matter  about  which  so  mucli  has  been 
said,  and  which  seemed  to  call  forth,  not  only  all  the 
talents,  but  also  all  the  powers  of  speech-making 
in  the  national  legislature—  and  in  the  six  speeches 
which  weinteml  to  publisli,  in  all,  an  attempt  will 
be  made  to  shew  the  argument  and  manner  on  both 
sides  of  the  question.  Mr.  TaylrMs  speech,  as  open- 
ing the  debate,  has  already  been  published,  in 
page  17;  Mr.  Finckmefs  (of  S.  C.)  on  the  other 
side,  is  now  given;  Mr.  Sergeants  shall  follow,  to  be 
succeeded  by  Mr.  BaUhvin^Sy  which  we  have  in  ma- 
nuscript — the  others  are  not  yet  decided  upon. 

Revolutionap.y  PENSIONERS.  In  our  last  paper 
we  published ’certain  toasts  said  to  have  been  drank 
at  Salem,  Mass,  by  some  pensioners,  assembled  to 
make  oath  to  their  under  the  new  act 

f(U‘  regulating  the  payment  of  revolutionary  pen- 
sions, as  particularly  set  forth  in  page  227. 

One  extreme  often  begets  another — yet  the  pre- 
sent law  cannot  be  more  exceptionable  for  the  se- 
verity of  its  provisions,  than  was  the  act  of  1818, 
on  account  of  its  laxity  in  opening  a great  door  to 
fraud,  by  which  a vast  suiti  of  money  has  been 
squandered  on  objects  not  contemplated  by  the 
national  gratitude  and  sense  of  justice;  and  if  the 
existing  regulations  had  been  adopted  at  the  begin- 
ing,  it  is  not  probable  that  tliey  would  have  been 
ihoughtso  hardly  of;— forthose  whom  it  was  intend- 
ed to  have  benefitted,  would  have  received  such 
benefit,  to  the  exclusion  of  many  that  have  received 
it,  for  whom  it  was  not  designed.  But  yet — if  error 
must  be  committed  or  suffered,  let  the  error  be  on 
the  side  of  justice  and  mercy — let  us  not  “bend 
tlie  bruised  reed,”  oi*  break  down,  by  too  much  ri- 
gidity in  the  law,  that  sense  of  honor  and  honest 
pride,  which  the  law  meant  to  revy;u’d — and  rather 
suffer  wrong  in  a temporary  disbursement  of  mo- 
ney to  improper  claimants,  than  permit  the  worthy 
“continental”  to  mourn  that  he  wasted  his  strength 
and  substance  in  fighting  for  that  independence 
which  we  are  so  proud  of.  Oue  case  like  the  fol- 
lowing (the  subject  of  which  was  known  to  me 
from  my  earliest  years)  would  of  itself  make  me 
willing  to  pay  my  share  of  the  amount- set  apart  for 
revolutionary  pensions,  in  the  assurance  that  there 
are  many  sucli:  it  Is  the  case  of  a veteran  of  the  De- 
laware line,  a gentleman  who  passed  through  the 
whole  contest  with  unblemished  reputatiu.m  au 
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ensign  or  lieutenant, — and  fought  in  almost  every 
severe  action  in  which  either  iVashington  or  Green 
was  engaged,  but  especially  distinguished  himself 
under  the  latter. 

I well  remember  this  old  soldier  more  than  thirty 
years  ago.  He  then  had  a majestic  person,  a rjc- 
ble  countenance  and  proud  spirit,  though  lie  fol- 
lowed the  humble  profession  of  a clitchery  being  a 
very  powerful  man,  rather  thail  be  dependent  on  any 
one:  but  in  this  he  was  faithful  in  his  engagenients 
and  obliging  to  his  employers,  and  seemed  to  carry 
the  gentleman  into  this  sev'ere  and  unpleasant  bratich 
of  indu.stry;  but,  on  holidays,  when  dressed  in  his 
best  clotlies,  he  marched  as  if  at  the  head  of  a re- 
giment, without,  however,  any  thing  like  formality 
or  stiffness  in  his  manner.  He  was,  indeed,  a fine 
looking  man,  exceedingly  well  built,  and  about  six 
feet  two  inches  high.  But  old  age  came  upon  him, 
and  he  could  not  support  himself  by  his  labor—  his 
spirit  was  broken  as  his  constitution  failed,  and  by 
some  unknown  neglect,  or  from  some  unknown 
cause,  he  was  compelled  to  seek  a refuge  in  the 
common  poor  house  of  the  county,  wliere  the  ])en- 
sion  law  of  1818  found  him,  cheerless  and  in  misery. 
The  amount  allowed  to  him  by  that  law  brought 
him  again  into  society  and  provided  for  him  a pri- 
vate home; — with  this  act  of  gratitude  his  spirit 
returned,  and  he  still  lives,  I believe,  to  afford  us 
an  excellent  sample  of  the  “men  of  other  days,” 
contented  and  happy.  May  he  live  as  long  as  life 
is  desirable  to  him,  and  then  end  it  in  peace! 

In  addition  to  the  toasts  already  inserted,  as  given 
on  the  occasion  stated,  we  have  since  seen  the  fol- 
lowing “volunteers,”  which  we  take  this  opportu- 
nity to  record:  % 

By  a priva  te  o f Crane's  artillery  i 
“CuAiiLEs  Thomson,  Secretary" — a name  as  fami- 
liar and  venerable  as  Amen. 

By  a sergea7it  of  the  27th  regiment'. 

My  SCHEDULE — as  follows: 


Five  hundred  dollars  in  casli  in  old  conti 
nental  paper  money  — worth 
Six  broken  knives  and  forks 
Three  chairs,  flag  bottoms 
Three  chairs,  bottomless 
Andirons,  one  leg, — shovel,  no  tongs 
Bible,  Psalm  book 
Tobacco  box,  and  three  feet  pigtail 
Three  old  prints  of  generals  Washington,  Putnam 
and  Lee  invaluable. 

A heart,  grateful  for  favors,  and  never  depressed 
by  misfortune  ditto. 

So  I am  independent,  tho’  I need  the  pension. 
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British  Commercial  Papers. 

Some  persons  in  Great  Britain  have,  “all  at  once,” 
become  opposed  lo  restrictions  on  trade.  It  lias 
called  to  mind  the  following  anecdote,  once  before 
published  in  the  Register — -“Your  religious  ce- 
remonies are  very  imposing,”  said  an  English  tra- 
veller at  Rome,  to  an  inhabitant  of  that  famous  city, 
after  witnessing  some  pompous  procession,  &c. 
“So  they  ought  to  be;”  said  the  other,  ^-for  they  are 
intended  to  be  exported."  ( 

Certain  persons  in  England,  no  doubt,  as  well  as 
In  Amerie’a,  (and  we  o»rs?lve3  perhaps  are  ef  t>xe 
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Di'.mber  in  the  latter),  are  pretty  nearly  disposed  to 
leave  all  thing's  to  “regulate  themselves,”  provided 
such  was  the  general  opinion  and  concurrence  of 
nations.  But  no  one  can  expect  this  to  happen:  a 
large  part  of  the  revenues  of  every  commercial 
nation  iS  iniilt  upon  systems  of  restriction  or  impo- 
sition on  products  of  the  people  of  other  nations. 
Great  Britain,  especially,  is  so  situated — if  she  would 
ijlow  her  subjects  to  eat  and  drink,  (the  great  es- 
sentials of  life),  at  the  cheapest  rate  that  they 
might,  a very  large  portion  of  the  taxes  could  not  be 
puid-~B-3iy,  the  land  taxes,  the  excises,  poor  rates, 
and  tythes.  One  case  may  be  sufficient  to  shew  the 
whole  operation  of  what  is  here  alluded  to:  the 
United  States  would  gladly  supply  Great  Britain 
with  wheat  at  100  or  110  cents  per  bushel;  but  it 
now  costs  ihe  coi^sumer  there  200  cents,  and  it  is 
still  nearly  25  cents  below  the  price  at  which  it  may 
be  imported  from  us — for  the  rea«on  that,  unless 
the  price  is  thus  kept  up  by  violence,  the  land 
holder  and  the  farmers  cannot  possibly  pay  the 
dues  which  the  necessities  of  government  require. 
It  is  thus  in  respect  to  hfty  other  things,  and  more 
or  less  so  in  regard  to  almost  every  civilized  coun- 
try. Henee  we  believe  that,  although  some  may 
honestly  wish  for  a change  in  the  general  policy  of 
Great  Britain,  as  to  restrictions  on  imports  and 
bounties  on  exposts,  there  are  few,  if  any,  in  that 
country,  who  really  expect  that  parliament  ma- 

terially change  the  commercial  system  of  the  realm. 
If  the  ‘-will  existed,  the  poiver  is  lost  by  the  wants  of 
the  government — which  must  go,  on  in  its  old  way, 
and  add  tax  to  tax  and  duty  to  duty  until  the  nation- 
ill  debt  is  spunged  by  a revolution. 

But  our  present  object  is  only  to  introduce  the 
following  papers,  not  to  enter  into  the  merits  of  the 
matter  under  consideration — to  which,  though  con- 
tending interests  are  sufficiently  apparent,  we  may 
add,  that  the  land  holders  and  farmers  are  also 
begging  i'ov  further  protection;  and,  indeed,  situat- 
ed'as  they  are,  they  need  it — the  poor  rates  alone, 
in  many  parts  of  the  country,  being  of  a greater 
amount  per  acre,  than  the  very  best  situated  and 
j'ichests  farms  in  the  United  States  would  rent  for ! 
mekcu.4Xt’s  petition. 

To  the  hoyiorable  the  hov.se  of  commons  of  the  united 
khgdoni  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland: 

The  humble  petition  of  the  undersigned  merchants 

of  the  city  of  London,  shewetii: 

That  foreign  commerce  is  eminently  conducive 
to  th)e  wealth  and  prosperity  of  a country,  by  ena- 
bling)!' it  to  import  the  commodities  for  the  produc- 
tion of  which  the  soil,  climate,  capital  and  industry 
of  other  countries  are  best  calculated,  and  to  export 
in  payment  those  articles  for  which  its  own  situa- 
tion is  better  adapted. 

'I'bat  freedom  from  restraint  is  calculated  to  give 
the  utmost  extension  to  foreign  trade,  and  the  best 
direction  to  the  capital  and  industry  of  the  country. 

That  the  maxim  of  buying  in  the  cheapest  mar- 
ket,  and  selling  in  the  dearest,  which  regulates  eve- 
ry merchant  in  his  individual  dealings,  is  strictly 
a])plicable>  as  the  best  rule  for  the  trader  of  tiie 
whole  nation. 

That  a policy  founded  on  these  principles,  would 
render  the  commerce  of  the  world  an  interchange 
of  nuitual  advantages,  and  diffuse  an  increase  of 
ivealth  and  enjoyments  among  the  inhabitants  of 
each  state. 

That,  unforkinately,  a policy  the  very  reverse  of 
this  has  been,  and  is,  more  or  less,  adopted  and 
acted  upoti  by  the  government  of  this  and  of  every 
other  country,  each  trying  to  exclude  the  produc- 
tions of  other  countries,  with  the  specious  and  well 


meant  design  of  encouraging  its  own  productions'^ 
thus  inflicting  on  the  bulk  of  its  subjects  wlio  are 
consumers,  the  necessity  of  submitting  to  privations 
in  the  quantity  or  quality  of  commodities;  and  thus 
rendering  what  ought  to  be  the  source  of  mutual 
benelit  and  of  harmony  among  the  states,  a con- 
stantly recurring  occasion  of  jealousy  and  hos- 
tility. 

d'hat  the  prevailing  prejudices  in  favor  of  the 
protective  or  restrictive  system,  may  be 'traced  to 
the  erroneous  supposition  that  every  importation 
of  foreign  corn  cutties  occasions  a diminution  or 
discouragement  of  our  own  productions  to  the 
same  extent;  whereas,  it  may  be  clearly  shewn, 
that,  although  the  particular  desepription  of  pro- 
duction which  could  not  stand  against  unrestrained 
foreign  competition  would  be  discouraged;  yet  as 
no  importation  could  be  continued  for  any  length 
of  time  without  a corresponding  exportation,  direct 
or  indirect,  there  would  be  an  encouragement,  for 
the  purpose  of  that  exportation,  of  some  other  pro- 
duction to  which  our  situation  might  be  better  suit- 
ed; thus  affording  at  least  an  equal,  and  probably 
a greater,  and  certainly  a more  beneficial,  employ- 
ment to  our  own  capital  and  labor, 
f"  ThaVoftheiiumerous  protective  and  prohibitoi^ 
duties  of  our  commercial  code,  it  may  be  proved 
that,  while  all  operate  as  a very  heavy  tax  on  the 
community  at  large,  very  few  are  of  any  ultimate 
benefit  to  the  classes  in  whose  favor  they  were  ori- 
ginally instituted,  and  none  to  the  extent  of  the 
loss  occasioned  by  them  to  other  classes. 

That  among  the  other  evils  of  the  restrictive  or 
protective  system,  not  the  least  is,  that  the  artificial 
protection  of  one  branch  of  industry,  or  source  of 
production  against  foreign  competition,  is  setup  as 
a ground  of  claim  by  other  branches  for  similar 
protection;  so  that  if  the  reasoning  upon  which 
these  restrictive  or  prohibitory  regulations  are 
founded,  were  followed  out  consistently,  it  would 
not  stop  short  of  excluding  us  from  all  foreign  com- 
merce whatsoever.  And  the  same  train  of  argu- 
ment, which,  with  corresponding  prohibitions  and 
protective  duties,  should  exclude  us  from  foreign 
trade,  might  be  brought  forward  to  justify  the  re- 
enactment of  restrictions  upon  the  interchange  of 
productions,  (unconnected  with  public  revenue), 
among  the  kingdoms  composing  the  union,  or 
among  the  counties  of  the  same  kingdom. 

That  an  investigation  of  the  effects  of  the  re- 
strictive  system  at  this  time,  is  peculiarly  called  for* 
as  it  may,  in  the  opinion  of  your  petitioners,  lead 
to  a strong  presumption  that  the  distress  which  now 
so  generally  prevails,  is  considerably  aggravated 
by  that  system;  and  that  some  relief  may  be  obtain- 
ed by  the  earliest  practicable  removal  of  such  of 
the  restraints  as  may  be  shewn  to  be  most  injurious 
to  the  capital  and  industry  of  file  community,  and 
to  be  attended  with  no  compensating  benefit  to  the 
public  revenue. 

That  a declaration  agamst  the  anti -commercial prin- 
ciples of  our  restrictive  system  is  of  the  more  importance 
at  the  present  juncture,  ijiasmuch  as  to  several  instan- 
ces of  recent  occiirrence,  the  merchants  and  manufac- 
turers, in  foreign  states  have  assailed  their  respective 
governments  ivith  applications  for  further  protective  9r 
prohibitory  duties  and  regxdations,  urging  the  example 
a7id  authority  of  this  country,  against  which  they  are 
almost  exclusively  directed,  as  a sanction  for  the  policy 
o f such  measures,  ^ ind  certainly  if  the  reasoning  upon 
7Ldiichour  restrictions  have  been  defended  is  worth  any 
thing,  it  will  apply  in  behalf  of  the  regulations  of  fo- 
reign states  against  us.  They  insist  upon  our  supen- 
ority  in  capital  andmachinery,  as  we  do  upon  their  com- 
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pnrative  exemption  from  taxation,  and-mth  equal  fowl- 
diUton. 

That  nothing-  would  more  tend  to  counteract  the 
commercial  hostility  of  foreign  states^  than  the  adop- 
tion of  a more  enlig-iitened  and  more  conciliatory 
policy  on  the  part  of  this  country. 

I'liat,  although  a matter  of  mere  diplomacy,  it 
may  sometimes  answer  to  hold  out  the  reinoval  of 
particular  prohibitions  or  high  duties  as  depending 
upon  corresponding  concessions  by  other  states  in 
our  favor,  it  does  not  follow  that  we  should  main- 
tain our  restrictions,  in  cases  wliere  the  desired  con- 
cessions on  their  part  cannot  be  obtained.  Our  re- 
strictions would  not  be  the  lesfe  prejudicial  to  our 
own  capital  and  industry,  because  other  g'overn- 
meiits  persisted  in  preserving  impolitic  regulatiofis. 

That,  upon  the  whole,  the  most  liberal  wou.ld 
prove,  to  be  the  most  politic  course  on  such  occa- 
sions, 

d’hat,  independent  of  the  direct  benefit  to  be  de- 
rived by  this  country  on  every  occasion  of  such 
concession  or  relaxation,  a great  incidental  object 
would  be  gained,  by  the  recognition  of  a sound 
principle  or  standard  to  which  all  subsequent  ar- 
rangements might  be  referred;  and  by  the  salutary 
influence  which  a promulgation  of  such  just  views 
by  tiie  legislature,  and  by  the  nation  at  large,  could 
not  fail  to  iiave  on  the  policy  of  other  states. 

1 hat  in  thus  declaring',  as  your  petitioners  do, 
their  conviction  of  the  impolicy  and  injustice  of  tlie, 
restrictive  system,  and  in  desiring  every  practica- 
ble relaxation  of  it,  they  have  in  view  only  such  parts 
of  it  as  are  not  connected,  or  are  only  subordtuately  so, 
mith  the  public  revenue.  As  long  as  the  necessity-  for 
tlie  present  amount  of  revenue  subsists,  your  pell-, 
tioners  cannot  expect  so  important  a branch  of  it 
as  the  customs  to  be  given  up,  nor  to  be  materially 
diminished,  unless  some  substitute,  less  objectiona- 
ble, be  suggested.  But  it  is  against  every  restric- 
tive regulation  of  trade,  not  essential  to  the  revenue — 
against  all  duties  merely  protective  from  foreign 
competition,  and  against  the  exce.ss  of  such  duties 
as  are  partly  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  and  partly 
for  that  of  protection,  that  the  prayer  of  the  pre- 
sent petition  is  respectfully  submitted  to  the  wis- 
dom of  parliament. 

Your  petitioners,  therefore,  humbly  pray,  that 
your  honorable  house  will  be  pleased  to  take  the 
subject  into  consideration,  and  to  adopt  such  mea- 
sures as  may  be  calculated  to  give  greater  freedom 
to  foreign  commerce,  and  thereby  to  increase  tiie 
resources  of  the  state. 

The  following  is  a copy  of  the  Edinburgh  petition 
to  the  house  of  commons: 

The  chamber  of  commerce  and  rhanufacturps  of 
the  city  of  Edinburgh,  having  been  instituted  by 
royal  chartei’,  for  the  express  purpose  of  watching- 
over  the  commercial  interests  of  that  part  of  the 
united  kindom,  humbly  conceive  it  a duty  higlily 
incumbent  on  them,  at  a period  of  unprecedented 
pressure  on  every  branch  of  mercantile  industry, 
most  respectfully  to  call  the  attention  of  the  house 
to  the  depressed  state  of  foreign  commerce,  and 
to  offer  their  opinion  of  the  causes  that>  in  a great 
measure,  contribute  to  this  depression,  whereby  the 
general  industry  of  t!ie  kingdom  is  checked,  its 
manufactures  consequently  deeply  injured,  and  its 
revenue  in  danger  of  being  soon  most  seriously  di- 
minished. 

ft  appears  to  ■ 0!ir  petitioners,  that  the  system 
?.n  long  persevered,  in,  of  laying.lieavy  duties  on  im- 
ports from  for  eign  countries,  dircciiy  to  Isrs- 


j sen  the  demand  in  those  countries  for  the  produce 
ofthe  industry  of  our  own  nation. 

That  the  doctrine  maintained  by  many  statesmen* 
that,  in  order  to  accumulate  wealth  by  trade,  a na- 
tion must  export  more  than  it  imports,  is  errone- 
ous. 

That  upon  this  erroneous  doctrine  is  founded  th,e 
present  commercial  policy  of  this  country. - 

It  appeal's  to  your  petitioners,  that  the  profits  de- 
rived from  t!ie  exportation  of  tlie  produce  of  our 
manufactures,  agriculture,  fisheries  and  mines,  can, 
in  no  other  s.iuipe,  be  realized  or  made  effective  to 
the  increase  of  t!ie  national  wealth,  but  in  the  form 
of  imports. 

That  it  appears  to  your  petitioners  that  the  sure 
way  to  increase  foreign  commerce  is,  to  encourage 
the  industry  of  other  nations  with  wliom  we  trade, 
or,  in  other  words,  to  enable  them  to  trecome  our 
customers. 

I'hat,  to  that  end,  we  should  admit  on  low  duties 
the  raw  produce  of  other  countries,  and  such  arti- 
cles of  commerce,  as  v/e  are  precluded  from  produc- 
ing by  climate  or  other  circumstances. 

That  your  petitioners  consider  that  the  higli  du- 
ties on  Baltic  wood  and  iron,  on  wines,  and  more 
particularly  cm  French  wines,  on  raw  silk,  and  on 
many  other  articles  oftrade,  the  produce  of  foreign 
countries  have,  directly  or  indirectly,  lessened  the 
demand  in  those  countries  for  the  prod.uotLOns  of 
the  realm — for,  by  checking  the  industry  of  tliose 
foreign  nations,  we  disable  them  from  being  our 
customer.s,  and  we  holdout  an  example  to  their  go- 
vernments, to  lay  on  heavy  duties  on  the  manufac- 
tures and  otiier  exports  from  this  country. 

That  it  appears  to  your  petitioners,  that  this  sys- 
tem of  restrictive  commerce  has  been  followed 
Since  the  peace,  by  the  g'overnrnent  of  almost  every 
ijation  v/ith  which  we  trad.e,  in  strict  conformity 
with  the  system  adopted  by  Great  Britian. 

That,  whatever  may  be  the  perseverance  of  other 
nations  in  tliis  system,  the  Britisii  government 
should  begin  a more  liberal  and  wise  commercial 
policy,  witliout  regard  to  reciprocity  of  benefit  be- 
tween us  and  any  particular  nation,  because,  by  en- 
couraging an  increased  impoi’t from  one  nation,  we 
are  certain  of  gaining  an  increased  ex]iort  direct!}^ 
to  tliat  nation,  or  intermediately  to  some  other  na- 
tion. 

That  it  appears  to  your  petitioners,  that  such  a 
liberal  system  of  commercial  policy  which  is  thus 
humbly  submitted  to  the  consideration  of  the  hono- 
rable house,  would  produce  a greater  revenue,  from 
the  increased  quantity  of  imports,  although  subject 
only  to  low  duties,  and  at  tlie  same  time  would 
promote  national  industry,  as  a consequence  of  pro- 
portional increase  of  exports. 

Petition  of  the  London  ship  owners. 
d'o  the  honorable  the  commons  of  the  united  kirig« 

dom  of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  parliament 

assembled. 

The  luimble  petition  of  the  undersigned  ship 
owners  of  London, 

ShewetJh: — ^That  the  attention  of  your  petitioners 
lias  been  attracted  to  a petition  which  has  been  late- 
ly presented  to  your  honorable  house  by  certain 
merchants  of  this  city,  praying  fur  revision  of  the 
commmercial  system  established  by  the  existing:  re- 
strictive revenue  laws. 

That  the  said  petitioners  declaring  the  prayer  of 
their  said  petition  to  be  ‘against  every  restrictive 
regulation  oftrade  not  essential  to  thb  revenue,  and 
against  all  duties  merely  protective  from  foreign 
avmpetitlor,’  your  petid-en.ers  cannot  eont-emplate, 
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without  anxiety,  tli6  pDsaible  admission  of  a princi- ; 
pie  which  recognizes  the  advantage  alone  as  the 
guide  in  framing  our  commercial  code,  overlooking 
tiie  claims  to  jjrotection  which  your  petitioners 
hun.bh  conceive  those  numerous  classes  ofthe  com- 
munity to  possess  whose  capitals  have  been  em- 
barked m trades,  which,  being  considered  of  impor- 
tance to  the  security  and  greatness  of  the  coun- 
try, have  been  protected  and  liave  flourished  under 
the  existing  system,  and  must  still  depend  for  its 
prosperity  upon  its  permanence. 

I’hat,  uiulerstai^ding  one  of  the  chief  objects 
which  the  said  petitioners  seek  to  obtain,  is  a re- 
laxation of  the  navigation  laws,  your  petitioners 
would  earnestly  implore  your  honorable  house  to 
pause  ere  it  sanction  an  alteration  in  our  maritime 
code,  and  to  weigii  well  the  consequences  of  a 
departure  from  that  policy  under  which  our  com- 
mercial marine  has  attained  to  unexampled  prospe- 
rity, and  our  navy  to  unrivalled  power. 

Your  petitioners  entreat  of  your  honorable  house 
to  bear  in  mind  that  the  experience  of  more  than 
two  centuries  has  shown  the  advantage  of  adhering 
to  a system,  which,  by  encouraging  shipping  and  na- 
vigation, has  so  greatly  contributed  to  the  strength 
and  general  prosperity  of  the  empire;  and  they  beg 
to  state  to  your  honorable  house  their  firm  convic- 
tion that  this  system  cannot  be  departed  from  in  any 
material  respect  without  a loss  of  trade  in  British 
ships,  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of  f oreign  trade 
which  might  be  thereby  obtained  and  the  conse- 
quent sacrifice  of  British  navigation,  and  all  the 
important  interests  dependent  thereour 

That  your  petitioners,  however,  would  have  for- 
borne to  approach  your  honorable  house  with  this 
expression  of  tlieir  anxiety,  in  the  confidence  that 
tl'jey  might  safely  rely  on  the  wisdom  of  the  legis- 
lature to  protect  from  the  risk  of  unadvised  expe- 
riiTient  interests  so  vast  and  so  truly  national  as  those 
of  British  shipping,  had  they  only,  as  iu  the  case 
of  the  proposed  alteration  of  the  navigation  laws, 
been  menaced  with  direct  attack;  but  your  petition- 
ers, having  observed  that  it  is  also  sought  to  pro- 
cure an  altei-ation  of  the  existing  duties  on  timber 
in  favor  of  foreign  commerce,  cannot  refrain  from 
declaring  t«  your  honorable  house,  respectfully,  but 
unliesitatingly,  their  belief  that  such  a measure 
would  be  fraught,  beyond  any  other  change  in  our 
existing  system  that  could  be  devised,  with  conse- 
quences disastrous  to  the  British  ship  owner.  This 
clanger,  the  greater  as  it  is  obvious  they  feel  them- 
selves peculiarly  called  upon  to  point  out. 

'I'bat,  although  the  primary  motive  of  thelegisla- 
tiure,  in  encouragingtheimportationof  timberfrom 
the  British  colonies,  might  not  be  the  interests  of 
navigation,  yet  it  has  proved  to  be  admirably  calcu- 
lated for  that  object,  as  will  appear  by  the  follow^- 
ing’  statement  of  the  progressive  inerease  of  the  ton- 
nage employed  in  that  trade,  viz* — The  number  of 
ships  cleared  out  from  Great  Britain  to  the  British 


North  American  colonies  was — 

SHIPS.  TON'S. 

MEN. 

In  the  year  1814 

573 

112,731 

6,707 

1815 

871 

174,575 

9,701 

1816 

772 

170,375 

8,814 

1817 

1009 

194,996 

10,375 

1818 

1327 

288,501 

15,108 

1819 

1525 

340,587 

17,634 

That  this  new  channel  of  employment  opened 
most  opportunely  for  the  relief  of  British  shipping, 
at  a period  of  unprecedented  depression;  the  effect 
of  a transition  from  war  to  peace  having  been  more 
severely  felt  by  your  petitioners  than  by  any  other 
class  of  commersial  capitalists,  from  tJie  circum' 


stance,  in  a great  degree,  of  900  sail  of  the  largest 
kind  of  merchant  vessels,  employed  in  the  service 
of  government  during  the  war,  liavingbeen  tlirown 
at  once  upon  tlie  market,  upon  the  cessation  of  the 
transport  service. 

Tiial,  in  the  year  1819,  the  whole  number  of  Bri- 
tish ships  that  cleared  out  of  the  ports  of  Great  Bri- 
tain, including  their  repeated  voyages,  amounted  to 
18,371,  of  the  burden  of  2,250,937  register  tons, 
and  navigated  by  137,703  men.  Of  this  number, 
1,525  slops,  of  the  burden  of  340,587  register  tons, 
and  navigated  by  17,634  men,  cleaved  out  for  the 
ports  of  British  North  Amei'ica,  almost  wholly  for 
the  purpose  of  bringing  home  timeber,  being  one- 
seventh  part  of  the  entire  carrying  trade  of  the 
country. 

That  the  whole  of  this  trade  is  peculiarly  and  pre- 
eminently British,  the  prime  cost  of  the  timber  be- 
ing paid  for  in  British  manufactures,  and  thefreig'lit 
being  paid  to  British  ships;  so  that  the  entire  sum 
expended  for  the  article  in  Great  Britain  goes 
through  British  channels,  and  conti’ibutes  more  or 
less  to  the  benefit  of  native  interests,  and  the  main- 
tenance of  the  national  revenue. 

That  if  such  alteration  be  made  as  would  throw 
our  ports  more  widely  open  to  the  timber  of  tlie 
Baltic  and  Norway,  this  intercourse,  so  important 
to  the  country  generally,  and  of  such  vital  interest 
to  the  ship  owner,  would  be  annihilated,  or  reduced 
altogether  to  insig'nificance. 

That,  from  the  length  and  difficulty  of  the  voyage, 
the  larger  part  of  the  value  of  timber  imported  hi- 
ther from  North  America  consists  of  freight. 

That  the  mere  circumstances  of  the  proximity  of 
the  northern  ports  of  Europe,  by  enabling  ships  to 
repeat  their  voyages  frequently  in  the  course  of 
the  year,  would  alone  reduce  the  number  of  Bri- 
tish vessels  employed  in  the  carrying  trade  of  tim- 
ber to  one-third  of  their  present  amount. 

That  this  would  be  tlie  effect  without  taking  into 
cojisideration  the  influence  of  foreign  competition; 
but  experieiice  has  already  shown  the  difficulty  of 
successfully  contending  with  the  ships  of  the  nortli 
of  Europe  in  bringing  the  timber  of  those  countries, 
partly  from  the  low  rate  of  their  outfit  and  mode 
of  navigation — partly  from  the  natural  predilection  . 
of  the  foreigners  interested  in  this  trade  for  employ- 
ing their  own  vessels. 

That,  combining  both  the  abovementioned  consi- 
derations, namely,  the  shortness  of  the  voyage,  and 
the  competition  of  foreigners,  your  petitioners  do 
not  fear  contradiction  in  stating  tiieir  belief,  that 
for  every  foreign  ship  which  simuld  be  thus  em- 
ployed, three  British  ships  of  equal  size  would  be 
left  unemployed;  and  your  petitioners  have  good 
ground  for  believing  that  the  ship  owners  of  the 
north  of  Europe  (at  present  in  a state  of  much  dif- 
ficulty) are  not  the  parties  looking'  with  the  least 
anxiety  to  the  decision  which  the  British  govern- 
ment may  form  upon  this  important  question. 

That  your  petitioners  would  submit  to  your  h®- 
norable  house,  whether,  for  the  sacrifice  of  inte- 
rests so  momentous,  any  advantage,  they  will  not 
say  equivalent,  but  approaching  to  equivalent,  be 
held  out. 

It  is  contended  that  the  foreign  timber  thus  ad- 
mitted would  enlarge  the  demand  for  British  manu- 
facture; the  fact,  on  the  contrary,  however,  is  that 
the  growers  and  importers  of  Norwegian  and  Baltic 
timber  take  but  a very  small  proportion  of  its  price 
in  articles  of  British  production;  every  cargo  im- 
ported would  come  in  diminuticn  of  the  quantities 
taken  from  our  own  colonies,  and  would  divert  capi- 
tal and  the  powers  of  capital  from  the  inhabitants 
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of  a I'ising  country,  all  whose  wants  and  habits  are 
formed  upon  the  use  of  articles  exclusively  British, 
to  aliens,  whose  consumption  of  suck  produce  is 
comparatively  partial  and  tnflmg'. 

That  your  petitioners  would  further  submit  to 
your  honorable  house,  whether  the  freight  of  the 
timber  imported  could  be  more  beneficially  bestow- 
ed for  this  country  tlian  at  present?  Of  its  present 
large  amount,  1,400,000/,  almost  the  Avhole  is  con- 
sumed in  an  outfit,  of  which  every  article  has  em- 
ployed British  artizans,  and  paid  heavy  duties  to 
the  British  exchequer;  the  larger  portion  of  the 
residue  pays  the  wages  of  British  seamen;  for  but 
a very  small  part  goes  to  form  the  rate  of  interest 
upon  the  depreciated  capital  of  the  slftp  owner.  ^ 

That  your  petitioners  also  beg  to  state,  that  this 
trade  has  peculiar  advantages  as  a nui-serv  for  har- 
dy seamen,  from  the  nature  both  of  the  climate  and 
the  voyage;  the  ships  employed  in  it,  taking  an 
unusual  number  of  apprentices,  who.  in  a few  years, 
become  sailors  of  the  most  valuable  dv  scription. 

That,  in  conclusion,  your  petitioners  earnestly 
implore  of  your  honorable  house  to  reflect  what 
v.  ould  be  the  consequence  of  throwing  out  of  em- 
ployment almost  the  whole  of  the  seamen  now  em- 
ployed in  the  North  American  timber  trade;  for 
your  petitioners  declare,  that  they  know  not  where 
to  look  for  a substitute  il  this  branch  of  the  carrying 
trade  be  taken  from  them,  laboring,  as  they  are,  un- 
der serious  difficulties  in  meeting  the  riv;dskip  of 
surrounding  states. 

That  your  petitioners,  therefore,  entreat  your 
honorable  house  that,  before  any  step  be  taken  in 
a matter  so  deeply  interesting  to  them  (and  as  they 
believe,  so  important  to  the  community  at  large,) 
or  any  pledge  of  alteration  be  given,  they  may  be 
permitted  to  prove  at  the  bar  of  your  honorable 
house  the  allegations  contained  in  this  their  hum- 
ble petition,  which  they  entertain  pei’fect  confi- 
dence they  can  do  to  the  entire  conviction  of  your 
honorable  house.  And  your  petitioners,  as  in  duty 
bound,  will  ever  pray. 

Itondouj  Jyiay  16,  1820. 


Missouri  Q^uestion. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  PINCKNEY,  OF  S.  CAROLINA, 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPUESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  Chairman:  It  was  not  my  intention  at  first, 
audit  is  not  now  my  wish,  to  rise  on  this  important 
question;  one  that  has  been  so  much  and  so  ably 
discussed  in  both  branches  of  congress:  one  that 
has  been  the  object  of  so  many  meetings  oftiie  peo- 
ple in  the  different  states,  and  of  so  many  resolu- 
tions of  their  legislatures  and  instructions  to  their 
members:  but  1 am  so  particularly  cmcumstanced, 
that  it  is  impossible  to  avoid  it.  Coming  from  one 
of  the  most  important  of  the  southern  states,  whose 
interests  are  deeply  involved,  and  representing  here 
a city  and  district,  which,  I believe,  export  more  of 
our  native  products  than  any  other  in  the  union; 
having  been  also  a member  of  the  old  congress, 
some  important  acts  of  which  are  brought  into 
question  on  this  occasion,  and  above  all,  being  the 
only  member  of  the  general  convention  which  form- 
ed tile  constitution  of  the  United  States,  now  on 
this  floor,  and  on  whose  acts  rests  the  great  ques- 
tion in  controversy,  hovv^^far  you  are  or  are  not  au- 
thorized to  adopt  this  measure,  it  will, from  all  tiiese 
circumstances,  be  seen,  that  it  is  impossible  forme 
to  avoid  requesting  your  permission  to  state  some 
observations  in  support  of  the  vote  I shall  give  on 


which  may  depend,  not  only  the  peace,  the  happi-' 
ness,  and  the  best  interests,  but,  not  improbably, 
the  existence  of  that  union  which  has  been,  since  its 
formation,  the  admiration  of  the  world,  and  the 
pride,  the  glory,  and  the  boast,  of  every  American 
bosom  that  beats  within  it. 

In  performing  this  solemn  duty,  I trust  I shall  do 
it  witii  that  deference  to  the  opinions  of  others 
which  it  is  always  my  duty  to  shew  on  this  respec- 
table floor,  and  that  I shall  be  as  short  as  the  nature 
of  the  subject  will  permit,  and  completely  mode- 
rate. Indeed,  in  questions  of  this  importance,  mode- 
ration  appears  to  me  to  be  indispensable  to  the  dis^ 
covery  of  truth.  I,  therefore,  lament  extremely  that 
so  much  warmth  has  been  unnecessarily  excited, 
and  shall,  in  the  remarks  I may  make,  studiously 
avoid,  what  I conveive  the  decorum  of  debate 
ought  to  enjoin  upon  every  member. 

At  the  time  I left,  or  sailed,  from  the  city  I here 
represent,  scarcely  a word  vvas  said  of  the  Missou- 
ri question:  no  man  there  ever  supposed  that  one 
of  such  magnitude  was  before  you.  I,  therefore, 
have,  since  the  serious  aspect  tliis  subject  has  as- 
sumed, receive<^l  numerous  enquiries  on  it,  and 
wishes  to  know  my  opinion  as  to  the  extent  and 
consequences  ofit.  I have  candidly  replied,  that, 
so  far  as  respects  the  regaining  an  ascendency  on 
both  the  floors  of  congress;  of  regafning  the  posses- 
sion of  the  honors  and  olfices  of  our  government; 
and  of,  through  this  measure,  laying  the  foundation 
offorever  securing  their  ascendency,  and  the  pow- 
ers of  the  government,  the  eastern  and  northern 
states  had  a high  and  deep  interest.  That,  so  far 
as  respects  the  retaining  the  honors  and  offices  and 
the  powers  of  the  government,  and  the  preventing 
the  establishment  of  principles  to  interfere  with 
them,  the  southern  and  western  states  had  equal 
interest  with  the  northern.  But  that,  when  we 
consider  to  what  lengths  the  right  of  congress  to 
touch  the  ciuestion  of  slavery  at  all  might  reach,  it 
became  one,  indeed,  of  tremendous  import. 

Among  the  reasons  which  have  induced  me  to 
rise,  one  is  to  express  my  surprise.  Surprise,  did 
I say?  I ought  rather  to  have  said,  my  extreme  as- 
tonishment at  the  assertion  I heard  made  on  both 
floors  of  congress,  that,  in  forming  the  constitution 
of  the  United  States,  and  particularly  that  part  qf 
it  which  respects  the  representation-on  this  floor, 
the  northern  and  eastern  states,  or,  as  they  are  now 
called,  the  non-slave-holding  states,  have  made  a 
great  concession  to  the  southern,  in  granting  them 
a representation  of  three-fifths  of  their  slaves;  that 
they  saw  the  concession  was  a very  great  and  im . 
portant  one  at  the  time,  but  that  they  had  no  idea 
it  would  have  so  soon  proved  itself  of  such  con- 
sequence; that  it  would  so  soon  have  proved  itself 
to  be  by  far  the  most  important  concession  that 
had  been  made.  They  say,  that  it  was  wrung  from 
them  by  their  affection  to  the  union,  and  their 
wish  to  preserve  it  from  dissolution  or  disunion; 
that  they  had,  for  a long  time,  lamented  they  had 
made  it;  and  that,  if  it  was  lo  do  over,  no  earthly 
consideration  sliould  again  tempt  them  to  agree  to 
so  unequal  and  so  ruinous  a compromise.  By  this 
I suppose,  Mr.  Chairman,  is  meant,  that  they  could 
have  had  no  idea  tliat  the  western  and  southern 
states  would  have  grown  with  the  rapidity  they 
have,  and  filled  so  many  of  the  seatsin  this  house;  in 
other  words,  that  they  would  so  soon  have  torn  the 
sceptre  from  tlie  east. 

It  was,  sir,  for  the  purpose  of  correcting  this  great 
and  unpardonable  error;  inipardonable,  because  it 
is  a wilful  one,  and  the  error  ofit  is  well  knov/nto 


a question,  certainly,  the  most  important  tiiat  can 
come  before  cengress:  one,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  on  ! the  ablest  of  those  who  make  it;  of  denying  the 
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sertion,  and  provinij  Ihut  the  contrary  is  the  fact, 
and  that  the  concession,  on  that  occasion,  was  from 
the  southern  and  not  the  northern  states,  that, 
amonj^  oiheis,  S liave  risen. 

Jt  IS  of  tlie  greatest  consequence,  that  the  proof 
I am  about  to  give,  should  be  laid  before  this  nation, 
fur,  as  the  inequality  of  representation  is  the  great 
ground  on  which  tlie  nortiiern  and  eastern  states 
have  always,  and  now  more  particularly  and  forci- 
bly than  ever,  raised  all  theircomplaints;  on  this  sub- 
ject, if  I cuu  shew  audprove  tliat  they  have  not  even 
a shadow  cf  right  to  make  pretences  or  complaints; 
that  they  areasfully  representedasthey  oughtto  be; 
whi  1 e w e,  th  e so  ut  lie  rinn  e m b ers,  are  unj  u stly  de  priv- 
cd  of  any  representation  for  a large  and  important 
])art  of  our  ]iopulation,  more  valuable  to  the  union, 
as  can  be  shewn,  than  any  equal  number  of  inhabi- 
tants in  the  northern  and  eastern  states  can,  from 
their  situation,  climate  and  productions,  possibly 
be. —If  I can  prove  this,  I think  I shall  be  able  ta 
shew,  most  cicarly,  the  true  motives  whicli  have 
given  vise  to  this  measure;  to  strip  the  thin,  the  cob- 
web veil,  from  it,  as  well  as  the  pretended  ones  of 
religion,  humaMity,  and  love  of  liberty;  and  to 
shew,  to  use  the  soft  terms  the  decorum  of  debate 
oblige  me  to  use,  the  extreme  v-uant  of  modesty  in 
those  who  are  already  as  fully  represented  here  as 
they  can  be,  to  go  the  great  lengths  they  do  in  en- 
deavoring, by  every  effort  in  their  powder,  public 
and  private,  to  take  from  the  southern  aiul  wes- 
tern states,  which  are  already  so  greatly  and  unjust- 
ly deprived  of  an  important  part  of  tiie  representa- 
tion, a still  greater  share;  to  endeavor  to  establish 
the  first  precedent,  which  extreme  rashness  and 
temerity  have  ever  presumed,  that  congress  has  a 
light  to  touch  the  question  and  legislate  on  slavery; 
thereby  siiaking  the  property  in  them,  in  the  south- 
ern and  western  states,  to  its  very  foundation,  and 
making-  an  attack,  which,  if  successful,  must  con- 
vince tiiem  that  the  northern  and  eastern  states 
are  their  greatest  enemies;  that  they  are  preparing 
measures  for  them  whith  even  Great  Britain,  in  the 
heat  of  the  revolutionary  v/ar,  and  when  all  her 
passions  were  roused  by  hatred  and  revenge  to  the 
higliest  pitch,  never  ventured  to  inflict  upon  them. 
Instead  of  a course  like  this,  they  ougltt,  in  my  judg- 
ment, sir,  to  be  highly  pleased  witli  their  present 
situation;  that  they  are  fully  represented  while  we 
have  lost  so  great  a share  of  our  representation;  they 
ought,  sir,  to  be  highly  pleased  at  the  dexterity 
and  management  of  their  members  in  the  conven- 
tion, who  obtained  for  them  this  great  advantage; 
and,  above  ail,  with  tlie  moderation  and  forbearance 
with  which  the  southern  and  western  states  haveak 
ways  borne  their  many  bitter  provocations  on  this 
5uhject,  and  now  bear  the  open,  avowed,  and,  by 
many  of  the  ablest  men  among  them,  undisguised 
attack,  on  our  most  valuable  rights  and  properties. 

At  the  commencement  of  our  revolutionary  strug- 
gle with  Great  Britain,  all  tlie  states  had  slaves, — 
q iie  New  England  states  had  numbers  of  them,  and 
treated  tliem  in  the  same  manner  the  southern  did. 
Tfiic  iiothern  and  middle  states  had  still  more  nu- 
merous bodies  of  them,  altliough  not  so  numerous 
as  the  southern.  'J  hey  all  entered  into  that  great 
contest  with  similar  views,  properties  and  designs. 
Like  brethren,  they  contended  for  the  benefit  of 
the  wliole,  leaving  to  each  the  right  to  pursue  its 
happiness  in  its  own  way. 

They  thus  nobly  toiled  and  bled  together,  really 
like  brethren;  and  it  is  a most  remarkable  fact,  that, 
notwithstanding,  in  the  course  of  the  revolution, 
the  southern  states  were  continually  overrun  by  the 
British,  and  that  every  negro  in  them  Jiad  an  op- 


portunity  of  leaving  th.eir  owners,  few  did;  provin.g 
thereby,  not  only  a most  remarkable  attachment  to 
their  owners,  but  the  mildness  of  the  treatment, 
from  which  their  affection  sprang.  They  tiien  were, 
as  they  still  are,  as  valuable  a part  of  our  population 
to  the  union,  as  any  other  equal  number  of  inhabi. 
tants.  They  were,  in  numerous  instances,  the  pio- 
neers, and,  in  all,  the  laborers,  of  your  armies.  To 
their  liands  were  owing  the  erection  of  the  greatest 
part  of  the  fortificaiions  raised  for  the  protection  of 
our  country;  some  of  which,  particularly  Fort  Moul- 
trie, gave,  at  an  early  period  of  the  inexperience 
and  untried  valor  of  our  citizens,  immortality  to 
American  arms;  and  in  the  northern  states,  luimGr- 
ous  bodies  of  them  were  enrolled  into,  and  fought 
by  the  sides  of  the  whites,  the  battles  of  the  revtn 
lution. 

Things  went  on  in  this  way  until  the  period  of 
our  attempting  to  form  our  first  national  compact, 
the  confederation,  in  which  the  equality  of  vote 
was  preserved,  and  the  first  sq\ieamishness  on  the 
subject  of  not  using,  or  even  alluding  to,  the  word 
slavery,  or  making  it  a part  of  our  political  machi- 
nery, was  shewn.  In  this  compact  the  value  of  the 
lands  and  improvements  was  made  the  rule  for  ap- 
portioning the  public  burdens  and  taxes.  But  the 
northern  and  eastern  states,  who  are  always  niuclr 
more  alive  to  their  interests  than  the  soutiiern, 
found  that  their  squeamishness  was  inoonsistent 
with  their  interest:  and,  as  usual,  made  the  latter 
prevail.  They  found  it  was^;  paying  too  dear  for 
their  qualms,  to  keep  their  hands  from  the  slaves 
any  longer.  At  their  instance,  and  on  their  motion, 
as  will  appear  by  a reference  to  the  journals  of  the 
old  congress,  the  making  lands  the  rule,  was  chang- 
ed, and  people,  including  the  whites  and  three-fifths 
of  other  descriptions,  was  adopted.  Jt  was  not  until 
1781,  that  the  confederation  was  adopted  by,  and 
became  binding' on,  all  the  states.  This  miserable, 
feeble  mockery  of  government,  crawled  on  until 
178.5,  when,  from  New-York’s  refusing  to  agree 
with  all  the  states  to  grant  congress  the  impost,  (I 
am  not  sure,  but  I believe,  she  stood  alone  in  the 
refusal),  the  stages  determined  no  longer  to  put  up 
with  her  conduct,  and  absolutely  rebelled  against 
the  governm.ent.  The  first  state  that  did  so,  was  New 
Jersey,  who,  by  a solemn  act,  passed  in  all  its  pro- 
per forms  by  her  legislature  and  government,  most 
})ositively  and  absolutely  refused  any  longer  to  obey 
the  requisitions  of  congress,  or  pay  another  dollar^ 
As  there  was  no  doubt  other  states  would  .soon  fol- 
low their  example,  as  Pennsylvania  shortly  did,  con- 
gress, aware  of  the  mischiefs  which  must  arise,  if  a 
dissolution  took  place  of  the  union  before  a new 
government  could  be  formed,  sent  a deputation  of 
their  own  body  to  address  the  legislature  of  New- 
Jersey,  of  which  I was  apjminted  chairman.  We  did 
repair  tliere,  and  addressed  them,  and  I had  tlie 
honor  and  happiness  to  carry  back  with  me  to  con- 
gress tlie  repeal  of  her  act  by  Jersey:  a state,  dur- 
ing the  whole  of  the  revolutionary  war,  celebrated 
for  her  patriotism,  an,d  who,  in  this  noble  self-denial 
and  forgetfulness  of  injuries  inflicted  by  New-York 
on  her,  and  the  vest  of  the  union,  exhibited  a disin- 
terestedness and  love  of  union,  which  did  her  the 
highest  honor. 

The  revolt  of  New-Jersey  and  Pennsylvania  ao* 
celerated  the  new  constitution.  On  a motion  from 
Virginia,  the  convention  metat Philadelphia,  where, 
as  you  will  find  from  the  journals,  we  were  repeat- 
edly in  danger  of  dissolving  without  doing  any 
thing;  that  body  being  equally  divided  as  to  large 
and  small  states,  and  each  having  a vote,  and  the 
small  states  insisting,  most  pertinaciously^  for  near- 
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six  weeks,  on  equal  power  in  both  brandies,  noth- 
ini^-  but  the  prudence  and  forbearance  of  tbe  large 
states  saved  tlie  union.  A comproinise  was  made, 
that  the  small  and  large  states  should  be  equally 
represented  in  the  senate,  and  proportionally  in 
the  house  of  representatives.  I am  now  arrived  at 
the  reason  for  winch  I have,  sir,  taken  the  liberty  to 
make  these  preliminary  remarks.  For,  as  the  true 
motive  for  all  .this  dreadful  clamor  through  the 
tinion,  this  serious  and  eventful  attack  on  our  most 
sacred  and  valuable  rights  and  properties,  is,  to  gain 
a fixed  ascendancy  in  the  representation  in  con- 
gress; and,  as  the  only  flimsey  excuse  under  whicli 
the  nothern  and  eastern  states  shelter  themselves, 

is,  that  they  have  been  hardly  treated  in  the  repre- 
sentation in  this  house,  and  that  tliey  have  lost  the 
benefit  of  the  compromise  they  pretend  was  made, 
and  which  I shall  most  positively  deny,  and  show 
that  nothing’ like  a conrpromise  was  ever  intended. 

By  all  the  public  expenses  being  borne  by  indi- 
rect taxe.s,  and  not  direct,  as  was  exjiected — if  I can 
shew  that  all  their  pretensions  and  claims  are  v/holly 
untrue  and  unfounded,  and  that,  while  they  are  fully 
represented,  they  did,  or  something  like 

it,  deprive  us  of  a rightful  part  of  our  rejiresenta- 
tion,  I shall  then  be  able  to  take  the  mask  from  all 
their  pretended  'reasons  and  excuses,  and  show  this 
unpardonable  attack,  this  monster,  in  its  time  and 
uncovered  hideousness. 

Imng  before  our  present  public  distresses  had 
convinced,  even  the  most  ignorant  and  uninformed 
politician,  of  the  truth  of  the  maxim  [ am  about 
to  mention,  all  the  well-informed  statesmen  of  our 
union  knew  that  the  only  true  mode  for  a large 
agricultural  and  commercial  ceuntiy  to  fiourish, 
was,  never  to  import  more  than  they  can  pay  for  by 
the  export  of  their  own  native  products;  that,  if  they 
do,  they  will  be  sure  to  plunge  themselves  into  the 
distressing  and  disgraceful  situation  this  country  is 
in  at  present. 

If,  tlien,  this  great  political  truth,  or  maxim,  or 
call  it  what  you  please,  is  most  unquestionable,  let 
i>is  now  see  wlio  supports  this  government — who 
raises  your  ai’mies,  equips  you  navies,  pays  your 
public  debt,  enables  you  to  erect  forts,  ar.semiis,  and 
dock-yards?  Who  nerves  the  arm  of  this  govern- 
ment, and  enables  you  to  lift  it  ifor  the  protection, 
the  honor,  and  extension  of  our  beloved  republic, 
into  regions ’where  none  but  brutes  and  savages 
have  before  roamed?  Who  are  your  real  smews  in 
‘ivar,  and  the  best — I had  almost  said,  nearly  the 
only  sinews  and  sources  of  your  commerce  in  peace? 
1 will  presently  tell  you. 

If,  as  no  doubt,  you  will  in  future  confine  your 
imports  to  the  amount  of  your  exports  of  native 
products,  and  ail  your  revenue  is  to  be,  as  it  is  now, 
raised  by  taxes  or  duties  on  your  imports,  I ask 
}mu  Avho  pays  the  expense,  and  who>  in  fact,  ena- 
bles you  to  go  on  with  your  government  at  all,  and 
prevents  its  v/heeisfrom  stopping?  I will  shew  you 
by  tlie  papers  winch  1 hold  in  my  hand.  This,  sir, 
is  your  secretary  of  the  treasury's  report,  made  a 
few  weeks  ago,  by  which  it  appears  that  all  the  ex- 
ports of  native  products,  from  Maine  to  Pennsylva- 
nia, inclusive,  for  the  last  year,  amounted  to  only 
about  eighteen  millions  of  dollars;  while  those  a- 
mong  the  slave-holding  states,  to  the  southward  of 
Pennsylvania,  amounted  to  thirty-two  millions  or 
thereabouts,  thereby  enabling  themselves,  or  ac- 
quiring the  viglit,  to  import  double  as  much  as  the 
others,  and  furnishingthe  treasury  with  double  the 
amount  the  northern  and  eastern  states  do.  And 
here  let  me  ask,  from  whence  do  these  exports 
arl.se?  By  v.diose  hands  are  they  made.^  I answer, 


entirely  by  the  slaves;  and  yet  these  valuable  in- 
habitants, without  whom  your  very  government 
could  not  go  on,  and  the  labor  of  two  or  three  of 
wliom  in  the  southern  states  is  more  valuable  to  it 
than  the  labor  of  five  of  their  inhabitants  in  tlie 
eastern  states,  the  states  owning  and  possessing 
them  are  denied  a representation  butfor  tliree-fiftlis 
on  this  fioor,  while  tiie  whole  of  the  comparatively 
unproductive  int’.abitants  of  the  northern  and  east- 
eni  states  are  fully  represented  here.  Is  it  just,  is 
this  equal?  And  yet  tlicy  have  the  modesty  to  com- 
plain of  tbe  rejn'esentation,  as  unjust  and  unequal; 
and  that  they  have  not  the  return  made  them  the}'- 
expected,  by  taxing  the  slaves,  and  making  them 
bear  a proportion  of  the  public  burdens.  Some  wri- 
ters on  ])oliticial  economy  are. of  opinion,  tliat  the 
representation  of  a state  ought  always  to  be  equallv 
founded  on  population  and  taxation.  It  is  my  duty 
to  believe  that  these  are  the  true  criterions;  for  mv 
own  state  (South  Carolina)  having,  in  her  house  of 
n presentatives,  124  members,  62  of  them  a>’e  ap- 
portioned by  the  white  population,  and  62  on  tax- 
ation; thus  representing  the  contributiolis  of  our 
citizens  in  every  way,  whether  arising  from  servi- 
ces  or  taxes. 

Before  I pi-oeced  to  the  other  parts  of  this  ques- 
tion, I have  thus  endeavored  to  give  a new  view  of 
the  subject  of  representation  in  this  house;  to  shew 
how  much  more  the  eastern  and  nonhern  states  are 
represented  than  the  southern  and  western;  hov7 
little  rig'ht  the  former  liave  to  complain,  and  how 
unreasonable  it  is  that,  Avliile,  to  continue  the  ba- 
lance of  representation  in  the  senate,  we  consent 
to  give  admission  to  .Maine,  to  make  up  for  Missouri, 
they  most  unconscionably  require  to  have  both,  and 
thus  add  four  to  the  number  now  preparing,  most 
cruelly,  to  lift  the  arm  of  the  government  against 
the  property  of  the  southern  and  western  states. 

If  I have  succeeded,  as  I hope  I have,  in  proving 
the  unreasonableness  of  the  complaints  of  the  east- 
ern and  northern  slates  on  the  subject  of  repre- 
sentation, it  would,  T suppose,  appear  extraordina- 
ry to  the  people  of  tliis  nation  that  this  attempt 
should  now  be  made,  even  if  congress  should  be 
found  to  possess  the  right,  to  legislate  or  interfere 
in  it.  But  if,  in  addition  to  this,  it  should  be  in  my 
power  to  shew  that  they  have  not  the  most  distant 
right  to  interfere,  or  to  legislate  at  all  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  slavery,  or  to  admit  a state  in  any  way  what- 
ever, except  on  terms  of  perfect  equality;  that  they 
have  no  right  to  make  compacts  on  the  subject, 
and  that  the  only  power  they  possess  is  to  see  that 
the  government  of  the  state  to  be  admitted  is  a re- 
publican one,  having  legislative,  executive  and  ju- 
diciary powers,  the  rights  of  conscience,  jury,  a lia- 
beas  corpus,  and  all  the  great  leading  principles  of 
our  republican  systems,  well  secured,  and  to  gua- 
rantee them  to  it;  if  I shall  be  able  to  do  this,  of 
course  the  attempt  must  fail,  and  the  amendment 
be  rejected. 

Tlie  supporters  of  the  amendment  contend,  that 
(jongress  have  the  rig'ht  to  insist  on  the  prevention 
ofi  involuntary  servitude  in  Missouri;  found  the 
right  on  tire  9th  section  of  the  1st  article,  wh icii 
say.s,  “the  migration  or  importation  of  such  persons 
as  the  states  now  existing  may  think  proper  to  ad- 
mit, shall  not  be  prohibited  by  the  congress  prior 
to  the  year  1898,  but  a tax  or  duty  may  be  imposed 
on  such  importation  not  exceeding  ten  dollars.” 

Ill  consiilering  tills  arlicle,  I will  detail,  as  far  as 
at  this  distant  period  is  possible,  what  was  the  in- 
tention of  the  convention  that  formed  the  constitu- 
tion in  this  article.  I'he  intention  was,  to  give  to 
congress  a power,  after  the  year  1808,  to  prevent 
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the  importaiion  of  slaves  eitlier  by  land  or  water 
from  other  countries.  'I  he  word  import,  includes 
both,  and  applies  wholly  to  slaves.  Without  this 
limitation,  congress  might  have  stopped  it  sooner, 
under  their  general  power  to  regulate  commerce, 
and  it  was  an  agreed  point,  a solemnly  understood 
compact,  that,  on  the  southern  states  consenting  to 
shut  their  ports  against  the  importation  of  Africans, 
no  power  W'as  to  be  delegated  to  congress,  nor  were 
they  ever  to  be  authorized  to  touch  the  question 
of  slavery;  that  the  property  of  the  southern  states 
in  slaves  was  to  be  as  sacredly  preserved,  and  pro- 
tected to  them,  as  that  of  land,  or  any  other  kind  of 
property  in  the  eastern  states  were  to  be  to  their 
citizens^ 

The  term,  or  word,  mig-ration,  applies  wholly  to 
free  whites;  in  its  constitutional  sense,  as  intended 
by  the  convention,  it  means  «voluntai-y  change  of 
servitude”  from  one  country  to  another.  The  rea- 
sons of  its  being  adopted  and  used  in  the  constitu- 
tion, as  far  as  1 can  recollect,  were  these:  that  the 
constitution  being  a frame  of  government,  consist- 
ing wholly  of  delegated  powers,  all  power,  not  ex- 
pressl^  delegated,  being  reserved  to  the  people  or  the 
stales,  it  was  supposed  that,  without  some  express 
grant  to  them  of  potvcr.  on  the  subject,  congress 
would  not  be  authorized  ever  to  toucti  the  question 
of  migration  hither,  or  emigration  to  this  country, 
however  pressing  or  urgent  the  necessity  for  such 
a measure  might  be;  that  they  could  derive  no  such 
power  from  the  usages  of  nations,  or  even  the  law's 
of  war;  that  the  latter  w’ould  only  enable  them  to 
make  prisoners  of  alien  enemies,  which  would  not 
be  SLif^cient,  as  spies  or  other  dangerous  emigrants 
who  were  not  alien  enemies,  might  enter  the  coun- 
try for  treasonable  purposes,  and  do  great  injury; 
that,  as  all  governments  possessed  this  power,  it 
v^as  necessary  to  give  it  to  our  own,  which  could 
alone  exercise  it,  and  where,  on  other  and  much 
greater  points,  w^e  had  placed  unlimited  confidence; 
it  w'as,  therefpre,  agreed  that,  in  the  same  article, 
the  word  migration  should  bg  placed;  and  thatj 
from  the  year  1808,  congress  should  possess  the 
complete  power  to  stop  either  or  both,  as  they 
might  suppose  the  public  interest  required;  the 
article,  therefore,  is  a negative restraining 
for  tw^enty  years,  and  giving  the  power  after. 

The  reasons  for  restraining  the  power  to  prevent 
migration  liither  for  twenty'  years,  were,  to  the  best 
of  my  recollection,  these  : T hat  as,  at  that  time,  we 
had  immense  and  almost  immeasurable  territory, 
])eopled  by  not  not  more  than  two  millions  and  a 
lialf  of  iidiabitants,  it  was  ofvery  great  consequence 
to  encourage  the  emigration  of  able,  skilful  and 
jnclastrious  Europeans.  The  wise  conduct  of  Wil- 
liam Penn,  and  the  unexampled  growtli  of  Penn- 
sylvania, w’ere  cited.  It  was  said,  that  the  portals 
of  the  the  only  temple  of  true  freedom  now  exist- 
ing on  earth,  should  be  tlirown  open  to  all  mankind; 
that  all  foreigners  of  industrious  habits  should  be 
v.'clcoine,  and  none  more  so  tlian  men  of  science, 
aiul  such  as  may  bring  to  us  arts  we  are  unacquaint- 
ed witli,  or  the  means  of  perfecting  those  in  wdrich 
v.c  are  not  yet  syfficienth'  skilled — capitalists, 
whose  wnealth  may 'add  to  our  commerce  or  do- 
mestic improvements;  let  the  dpor  be  ever  and 
most  afi’ectionately  open  to  illustrious  exiles  and 
Bufferevs  in  the  cause  of  liberty;  in  short,  open  it 
liberally  to  science,  to  merit,  and  to  talents,  were- 
ever  found,  and  receive  and  make  them  your  own. 
That  the  safest  mode  would  be  to  pursue  the  course 
for  twenty  years,  and  not,  before  that  period,  put 
it  at  all  in  the  power  of  congress  to  shut  it;  that,  by 
that  tiuie,  the  union  would  be  so  settled,  and  our 


population  would  be  so  much  increased,  we  could 
proceed  on  our  ow'n  stock,  without  the  farther  ac- 
cession of  foreigners;  that,  as  congress  were  to  be 
prohibited  from  stopping  the  importation  of  slaves 
to  settle  the  southern  states,  as  no  obstacle  w'as  to 
be  thrown  in  the  way  of  their  increase  and  settle- 
ment for  that  period,  let  it  be  so  with  the  northern 
and  eastern,  to  which,  particularly  New-York  and 
Philadelphia,  it  v/as  expected  most  of  the  emigrants 
would  go  from  Europe;  and  it  so  happened,  for, 
previous  to  the  year  1808,  more  than  double  as 
many  Europeans  emigrated  to  these  states,  as  of 
Africans  were  imported  into  the  southern  states. 

I have,  sir,  smiled  at  the  idea  of  some  gentlemen 
in  supposing  that  congress  possessed  the  power  to 
insert  this  amendment,  from  that  which  is  given  in 
the  constitution  to  regulate  commerce  between  the  se- 
veral states;  and  some  have  asserted  that,  under  it, 
they  not  only  have  the  power  to  inhibit  slavery  in 
Missouri,  but  even  to  prevent  the  migration  of 
slaves  form  one  state  to  another — from  Maryland 
to  Virginia.  The  true  and  peculiarly  ludicrous 
manner  in  which  a gentleman  from  that  state  lately- 
treated  this  part  of  tfie  subject,  will,  no  doubt,  in- 
duce an  abandonment  of  this  pretended  right;  nor 
shall  I stop  to  answer  it,  until  gentlemen  can  con- 
vince me  that  migration  does  not  mean  change  of 
residence  from  one  country  or  climate  to  another, 
and  that  the  United  States  are  not  one  country,  one 
nation,  or  one  people.*  if  the  word  does  mean,  as  I 
contend,  and  we  are  one  people,  I will  then  ask, 
how'  it  is  possible  to  migrate  from  one  part  of  a 
country  to  another  part  of  the  same  country!*  Sure- 
ly, sir,  when  such  straws  as  these  are  caught  at  to 
support  a right,  the  hopes  of  doing  so  must  be 
slender  indeed.  I will  only  mention  here,  as  it  is 
perfectly  within  my  recollection,  that  the  power 
was  given  to  congress  to  regulate  the  commerce  by 
water  between  the  states,  and  it  being  feared  by 
the  southern  that  the  eastern  would,  whenever 
they  could,  do  so  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  south- 
ern states,  you  will  find  in  the  9th  section  of  the  1st 
article,  congress  are  prevented  from  taxing  exports, 
or  givingpreference  to  tlie  ports  of  one  state  over 
another,  or  obliging  vessels  bound  from  one  state 
to  clear,  enter,  or  pay  duties  in  another;  which  re- 
strictions, more  ^learly  than  any  thing  else,  prove 
what  the  power  to  regulate  commerce  among  the 
several  states  means. 

The  gentlemen,  being  driven  from  these  grounds, 

: come  then  to  what  they  call  their  great  and  impreg- 
nable right — that,  under  the  3d  section  of  the  4th 
I article,  it  is  declared,  new  states  may  be  admitted 
into  this  union  by  the  congress;  and  that,  by  the 
latter  clause  of  the  same  section,  the  congress  shall 
have  power  to  dispose  of,  and  make  all  needful 
rules  and  regulations  respecting  the  territory  or 
other  property  belonging  to  the  United  States. 

By  tJie  first  clause,  they  contend,  congress  has  an 
ample  and  unlimited  command  over  tlie  whole  sub- 
ject; that  they  can  reject  the  admission  of  a state 
altogether,  or  can  admit  one  and  impose  such  con- 
ditions, or  make  such  compacts  with  a state,  as  they 
please;  and  that,  unless  a state  accepts  the  offers 
they  may  make,  they  may  refuse  her  admission.  Let 
us  first  enquire  what  the  laws  of  nations  call  a state. 
Vattel  says,  “nations  or  states  are  bodies  politic: 
societies  of  men  united  together  to  procure  their 
mutual  safety  and  advantage  by  means  of  their 
union.  Such  a society  has  its  affairs  aVid  interests; 
it  deliberates  and  resolves  in  common,  and  thus  be- 
comes a moral  peoson,  having  an  understanding 
and  a will  peculiar  to  itself,  and  is  susceptible  of 
obligations  and  laws.”  This  is  what  he  calls  a state. 
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What  do  we  call  one?  A territory  inhabited  by  a 
people  living  under  a government  formed  by  them- 
selves, which  government  possesses,  in  a republi- 
can form,  all  the  legislative,  executive  and  judiciary 
powers  necessary  to  the  protection  of  the  lives,  li- 
berties, characters  and  properties  of  their  citizens, 
or  wliich  they  can  exercise  for  their  benefit,  and 
have  not  delegated  to  the  general  government,  for 
the  common  defence  and  general  welfare  of  an 
union,  composed  of  a number  of  states,  whose  rights 
and  political  powers  are  all  perfectly  equal;  that, 
among  these,  one  of  the  most  important  is,  that  of 
deciding  for  themselves  what  kind  of  persons  shall 
inhabit  their  coi  ntry,  no  others  being  either  so  ca 
pable  or  tit  to  jacigis  on  this  very  important  point  as 
respects  then  private  happiness  as  themselves,  as 
tliey  alone  are  either  to  suffer  or  be  benefitted  from 
tlie  icjudicious  or  wise  choice  tliey  may  make;  that, 
as  the  other  states  possess  completely  this  power, 
Missouri  has  the  same  right;  that,  if  she  were  inclin- 
ed, slie  could  not  give  to  congress  the  fighttodecide 
for  lier,  nor  could  the  latter  accept  it;  that  all  the  in- 
habitants of  Missouri  being  against  the  prohibition, 
to  insist  on  it,  is  to  entire!}  put  it  out  of  her  power 
to  enter  tlie  union,  and  to  keep  her  in  a stme  ©f  colo- 
nial tyranny;  that,  if  you  can  exercise  this  right, 
where  will  you  stop?  May  yon  not  dictate  to  her  the 
nature  of  the  government  she  shall  have?  may  you  not 
give  her  plural  executive,  a legislature  for  six,  and 
judges  for  one  year?  If  you  say  there  shall  be  no 
slavery,  may  you  not  say  there  shall  be  no  marriage? 
may  you  not  insist  on  her  being  different  in  every 
respect  from  the  others?  Sir,  if  you  lU’e  determined 
to  break  the  constitution  in  this  important  point, 
you  may  even  proceed  to  do  so  in  the  essences  of 
the  very  form  you  are  bound  to  guarantee  to  them. 
Instead  of  endeavoring  to  lessen  or  injure  the  force 
and  spirit  of  the  state  governments,  every  true 
friend  of  his  country  ought  to  endeavor,  as  far  as  he 
can,  to  strengthen  them;  for,  be  assured,  it  will  he 
to  the  strength  and  increase  of  our  state  govern- 
ments, move  than  any  other,  that  the  American  re- 
public will  owe  its  firmness  and  duration. 

The  people  of  Europe,  from  their  total  ignorance 
«f  our  country  and  government,  have  always  au- 
gured, that  its  great  extent,  when  it  came  to  be 
thickly  peopled,  would  occasion  its  separation;  this 
is  still  the  opinion  of  all,  and  the  hope  of  many, 
there;  whereas,  nothing  can  be  more  true  in  our 
politics,  than  that,  in  proportion  to  the  increase  of 
the  state  governments,  the  strength  and  solidity 
«f  the  federal  government  is  augmented:  so  that, 
with  twenty  or  tw'^enty-two  governments,  we  shall 
l>e  much  more  secure  from  disunion  than  with 
twelve,  and  ten  times  more  so  than  if  we  were  a 
single  or  consolidated  one.  By  the  individual  states 
exercising,  as  they  do,  all  the  powers  necessary  for 
munieijial  or  individual  purposes — trying  all  ques- 
tions of  property,  and  punishing  all  crimes  not  be- 
longing, in  either  case,  to  the  federal  courts,  and 
leaving  the  general  government  at  leisure  and  in  a 
situation  solel}’  to  devote  itself  to  the  exei’cise  of 
the  great  powers  of  war  and  peace,  commerce  and 
our  connections  with  foreigners,  and  all  the  natural 
authorities  delegated  by  the  constitution,  it  eases 
them  of  a vast  quantity  of  business  that  would  very 
mucli  disturb  the  exercise  of  their  general  powers. 
Nor  is  it  clear  that  any  single  government,  in  a coun- 
try so  extensive,  could  transmit  the  full  influence  of 
the  laws  necessary  to  local  purposes  tiirough  all  its 
parts;  wdiereas,  the  state  governments,  having  all  a 
convenient  surrounding  territory,  exercise  these 
powers  with  ease,  and  are  always  at  hand  to  give 
aid  to  the  federal  tribunals  and  officers  placed 
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among  them  to  excute  tlieir  laws,  should  assistance 
be  necessary.  Another  great  advantage  ivS,  tiie  al"< 
most  utter  impossibility  of  erecting  among  tliem 
the  stiDulard  of  faction^  to  any  alarming  degree, 
against  the  union,  so  as  to  threaten  its  dissolution, 
or  produce  changes  in  any  but  a constitutional  way  v- 
II  is  well  known,  th.at  faction  is  always  much  more 
easy  and  dangerous  in  small  than  I'arge  countries', 
and  when  we  consider,  that,  to  the  security  afforded 
by  the  extent  of  our  tei  ritory,  are  to  be  added,  the 
guards  of  the  state  legislature,  which,  being  select- 
ed as  as  they  are,  and  always  the  most  proper  organs 
of  their  citizens’  opinions  as  to  the  measures  of  the 
general  government,  stand  as  alert  and  faithful  sen- 
tinels to  disprove,  as  they  did  in  the  times  that  ai*e 
past,  such  acts  as  appear  impolitic  or  unconstitu- 
tional, or  to  approve  and  support,  as  they  have  fre- 
quently done  since,  such  as  were  patriotic  or  praise- 
worthy. With  sucii  guards,  it  is  impossible  for  any 
serious  opposition  to  be  made  to  the  federal  go- 
vernment on  slight  or  trivial  grounds:  nor,  through 
such  an  extent  of  territory  or  number  of  states, 
would  any  but  the  most  tyrannical  or  corrupt  acts 
claitin  serious  attention;  andj  whenever  they  occur, 
we  can  always  safely  trust  to  a sufficient  number  of 
the  states  amiying  themselves  in  a manner  to  pro- 
duce, by  their  influence,  the  necessary  reforms,  in 
a peaceable,  and  legal  mode.  With  twenty -four  or 
more  states,  it  will  be  impossible,  sir,  for  four  or 
five  states,  or  any  comparatively  small  number,  ever 
to  threaten  the  existence  of  the  union.  7'hey  will 
be  easily  seen  through  by  the  otlier  eighteen  or 
twenty,  and  frowned  into  insignificance  and  sub- 
mission to  the  general  will,  in  all  cases  where  the 
proceedings  of  the  federal  government  are  ap- 
proved by  them.  And,  even  in  cases -where  doubts 
may  arise  as  to  the  wisdom  or  policy  of  their  mea- 
sures, all  factious  measures  will  be  made  to  wait 
constitutional  redresss,  in  the  peaceable  manner 
prescribed  by  the  constitution. 

Without  the  instrumentality  of  the  states  in  a 
country  so  large  and  free,  and  v/ith  their  govern- 
ment at  a great  distance  from  its  extremities,  there 
would  be  considerable  danger  of  faction;  but,  at 
present,  there  is  very  little,  and  as  the  states  in- 
crease, the  danger  will  lessen;  and  it  is  this  admir- 
able expanding  principle  or  system^  if  I may  use  tl)e 
terms,  which,  while  it  carries  new  states  and  go- 
vernments into  our  unsettled  forests,  and  increases 
the  population  and  resources  of  the  union,'* must, 
unquestionably,  at  the  same  time,  add  to  its  means 
to  resist  and  repress,  with  ease,  all  attacks  of  fo- 
reign hostility  or  domestic  faction.  Tt  is  this  system 
(wliicli  is  not  at  all  understood  in  Europe,  and  too 
little  among  ourselves),  that  will  long  keep  us  a 
strong  and  united  people;  nor  do  I see  any  question, 
but  the  one  which  respects  slavery,  that  can  ever 
divide  us. 

The  question  being*  on  the  admission  of  a new 
state,  I hope  these  remarks  will  be  considered  as  h\ 
point,  as  they  go  to  show  tlie  importance  of  the 
state  governments,  and  how  really,  an<;l  indeed, 
indispensably,  they  are  the  pillars  of  the  federal 
government,  and  how  anxious  we  should  be  to 
strengthen,  and  not  to  impair  them;  to  make  them 
all  tlie  strong  and  equal  supporters  of  the  federal 
system. 

AVith  respect  to  Louisiana,  congress  have  alrea- 
hy  their  acts,  solemnly  ratified  the  treaty  v.'hTch 
extends  to  all  the  states,  created  out  of  that  pur- 
chase, the  benefits  of  an  admission  into  the  union, 
on  equal  terms  with  the  old  states;  they  gave  to 
Louisiana  first,  and  afterwards  to  Missouri  and  Ar- 
kansas, territorial  governments,  in  ail  which  they 
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agreed  to  the  admission  of  slaves.  Louisiana  was 
incorporated  into  the  union,  allowing  their  admis- 
sion; Missouri  was  advanced  to  the  second  grade  of 
territorial  government,  without  the  prohibition  of 
slavery:  thus,  for  more  than  sixteen  years,  Missouri 
considered  herself  precisely  in  the  situation  of  her 
sister  Louisiana,  and  many  thousands  of  slaves  have 
been  carried  by  settlers  there.  To  deny  it  then  now, 
will  operate  as  a snare,  unworthy  the  faith  of  this 
government.  What  is  to  be  done?  Are  the  slaves  now 
there  to  be  manumitted,  or  their  masters  obliged 
to  carry  them  away,  break  up  all  their  settlements, 
and,  in  tliis  most  unjust  anxl  unexpected  manner, 
to  be  hurled  into  ruin.^  If  we  are  to  pay  no  respect 
to  the  constitution,  or  to  treaties,  are  we  to  pay  no 
respect  to  our  own  laws,  by  which  the  faith  of  the 
nation  lias,  for  sixteen  years,  been  solemnly  pledg- 
ed, that  no  prohibition  would  take  place,  as  to  sla- 
very, in  those  states?  I have  said  so  much,  to  show 
how  important  it  is  to  the  firmness  and  duration  of 
the  American  union,  to  preserve  the  states  and  their 
governments  in  the  full  possession  of  all  the  rights 
secured  by  the  constitution. 

I have  hitherto  said  nothing  of  the  treaty,  as  I 
consider  the  rights  of  Missouri  to  rest  on  the  con- 
stitution so  strongly,  as  not  to  require  the  aid  of  the 
treaty.  But  I will,  at  the  same  time,  say  that,  if 
there  was  no  rig'iit,  under  the  constitution,  the 
treaty,  of  itself,  is  sufficient,  and  fully  so,  to  give  it 
to  her.  Let  us,  ho  wever,  shortly  examine  the  treaty 
— The  words  are:  “The  inhabitants  of  the  ceded 
territory  shall  be  incorporated  in  the  union  of  the 
United  States,  and  admitted,  as  soon  as  possible, 
according  to  the  principles  of  the  federal  constitu- 
tion, to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages 
and  immunities,  of  citizens  of  the  United  States.’* 
Of  these  it  is  particularly  observable  that,  to  leave 
no  doubt  on  the  mind  of  either  of  the  governments 
which  formed  it,  or  of  any  impartial  man,  so  much 
pains  are  taken  to  secure  to  Louisiana  all  the  rights 
of  the  states  of  theAmerican  union, a singular  and  un- 
common surplussage  is  introduced  into  tlie  article: 
either  of  the  words,  immunities,  rights  or  advantages, 
would  have  been,  of  itself,  fully  sufficient.  Immunity 
means  privilege,  exemption,  freedom — means 
justice,  just  claim,  privilege— means  con- 
venience, gain,  benefit,  favorable  circumstance.  If 
either  word,  therefore,  is  sufficient  to  give  her  a 
right  to  be  placed  on  an  equal  footing  with  the 
other  states,  who  shall  doubt  of  her  right,  when  you 
now  find  that  your  government  has  solemnly  pledg- 
ed itself  to  bestow  on,  and  guarantee  to  Louisiana 
all  the  privileges,  exemptions,  and  freedom,  rights, 
immunities  and  advantages,  justice,  just  claims,  con- 
veniences, gains,  benefits  and  favorable  circum- 
stances, enjoyed  by  the  other  states? 

In  speaking  of  treaties,  Yattel,  &c.  states  as  fol- 
lows: “the  implicit  submission  to  their  authority 
which  is  exhibited  every  where,  proves  the  strength, 
indeed,  unanswerable  strength,  in  which  it  is  found- 
ed.” 1 

Tliese  writers  say,  that  every  thing  which  the 
public  safety  renders  inviolable  is  sacred  in  society. 
Who,  t hen,  can  doubt  that  treaties  are  in  the  num- 
ber  of  those  things  that  are  held  most  sacred  by  na- 
tions? They  determine  the  most  important  affairs; 
give  rules  to  their  pretensions;  and  secure  their 
most  precious  interests.  But  treaties  are  only  vain 
words,  if  they  are  not  considered  as  inviolable  rules 
to  sovereigns,  and  as  sacred  tliroughout  the  whole 
world.  Treaties  are,  then,  most  holy  and  sacred 
among  nations;  and,  if  people  .are  not  wanting  to 
themselves,  infamy  must  ever  be  the  share  of  him 
who  violates  his  faith;  for,  in  doing  so,  he  violates 


the  law  of  nations;  he  despises  that  faith  which  tiiey 
declare  sacred;  he  is  doubly  guilty,  he  does  an  in- 
jury to  all  nationsj  and  wounds  the  whole  human 
race. 

If  this  is  the  reasoning  of  the  best  writers  on  the 
laws  of  nations,  are  we  now  disposed,  for  the  first 
time,  to  be  the  instruments  of  rendering  this  nation 
infamous  in  the  eyes  of  the  wliole  world,  and  wound 
the  human  race?  Are  we,  who  have  so  frequently 
charged  the  English  and  Spaniards  with  a breach 
of  treaties  and  offai.th,  now  to  become  breakers  of 
treaties  ourselves— exhibit  our  hitherto  honorable, 
and  even  uncharged  republic,  as  an  evil  example  to 
other  governments?  Are  we,  who  have  always  kept 
our  treaties  with  scrupulous  faith  with  our  Indian 
neighbors,  and  considered  their  weakness  as  an  ad- 
ditional call  on  our  honor  to  do  so— are  we  now,  for 
the  first  time,  to  turn  back  on  all  our  former  courses, 
and  make  our  feeble  brethren  of  Missouri  the  first 
victims  of  our  breach  of  national  faith.^  Even  if  the 
treaty  was  ambiguous,  if  it  was  doubtful,  do  not  the 
laws  of  nations  expressly  declare  “that,  in  all  doubt- 
ful cases,  treaties  shall  be  construed  in  favor  of  those 
for  whose  benefit  they  were  made.”  And  was  it 
not  for  the  express  benefit  of  Louisians,  all  LouisU 
ana  to  the  utmost  limits,  that  tliis  treaty  was  made, 
giving  to  the  whole  territory,  and  all  that  may  in- 
habit it,  as  citizens  of  this  union,  equal  rights,  im- 
munities and  advantages,  with  the  citizens  of  all 
the  otlier  states  in  it?  Unquestionably  it  was;  and 
it  is  our  duty  to  prevent,  in  the  words  of  Vattel, 
“the  infamy  of  our  hitherto  untainted  and  even  un- 
suspected government,  and  honorably  and  literally 
earry  the  treaty  into  execution.” 

Having  thus,  I trust,  proved  clearly,  that  you  have 
no  right  to  adopt  this  inhibition  of  slavery,  but  are 
forbid  to  do  so  by  the  constitution,  as  well  as  by 
the  treaty,  I ought,  perhaps,  to  stop  here;  but  there 
are  some  other  points  which  I ought  not  to  pass 
unnoticed.  One  of  these  is  the  ordinance  of  July, 
1787,  passed  by  the  old  congress,  at  the  period  of 
the  sitting  of  the  convention  in  Philadelphia,  for 
forming  the  constitution,  by  which  that  body  (tlie 
old  congress)  undertook  to  form  a code,  for  the  fu- 
ture settlement,  government,  and  admission  into 
the  union,  of  all  the  territory  northwest  of  the  river 
Ohio,  ceded  by  Virginia  to  the  United  States  in 
1784,  which  cession  has  so  often  been  read  to  the 
house  in  this  discussion.  On  this  subject,  I beg  leave 
to  remark  that,  by  the  confederation  of  the  United 
States,  the  old  congress  had  no  power  Vlratever 
but  that  of  admitting  new  states,  provided  nine 
states  assented.  By  this,  it  is  most  unquestionable, 
that  no  number  of  states  under  nine,  had  any  right 
to  admit  new  states.  Of  course,  it  was  the  inten- 
tion of  the  confederation,  that,  on  so  important 
a measure  as  the  establishment  of  governments  for, 
and  the  admission  of,  new  states,  congress  should 
never  possess  the  power  to  act,  unless  nine  states 
were  represented  in  that  body  at  the  time  of  their 
doing  so.  This  ordinance,  therefore,  in  prescribing 
the  forms  of  government,  as  they  respected  legis- 
lative, executive,^  and  judiciary  powers,  in  esta- 
biishingbills  of  rights,  and  the  times  and  terras  of 
their  admission  into  the  union,  and  inhibiting  ser- 
vitude  therein,  is  chargeable  with  ingratitude  and 
usurpation.  It  is  cliargeable  with  ingratitude  when 
we  reflect,  that  this  cession  of  the  great  tract  of 
country,  this  rising  empire  of  freemen,  was  gratuit- 
ously, and  with  noble  disinterestedness  and  patri- 
otism, made  by  Virginia,  that  the  passing  of  an 
ordinance  which  contained  a provision  which  could 
not  but  go  to  prevent  the  admis.sion  of  Virginians 
there,  as  they  could  not  move  there  with  their 
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slaves,  was  a most  ungracious  anti  ungrateful  return 
to  that  state  for  her  liberality,  and  could  not  but 
meet  with  the  disapprobation  of  this  nation. 

I have  already  mentioned  the  reasons  to  shew 
that,  unless  there  had  been  nine  states  present,  the 
old  congress  had  no  j)ower  to  admit  new  states, 
and,  of  course,  no  power  to  prescribe  the  forms  of 
government  bills  of  rights,  or  terms,  or  times  of  ad- 
missions, benefits,  or  exclusions,  with  a less  number 
than  nine. 

If  there  were  not  other  strong  reasons  attending 
the  passing  tiiis  ordinance,  those  already  mention- 
ed are  sufficient  to  shew,  that  it  is  a nullity;  that  it 
never  had,  or  could  have  had,  a binding  force;  that 
the  present  congress  had,  nor  has,  any  constitu- 
lionai  right  to  confirm  that  part  of  it  which  respects 
the  exclusion  of  involuntary  servitude  from  that  ter- 
ritory; and  that  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois, having,  by  their  constitutions,  voluntarily  ex- 
cluded it,  possess  the  power,  whenever  they  please, 
to  alt:r  their  constitutions,  and  admi^serviiude  in 
jiny  way  they  think  proper. 

Let  us,  sir,  recollect  the  circumstances  the  old 
congress  were  in  at  the  time  they  passed  this  oi'di- 
uance;  they  had  dwindled  almost  to  nothing;  the 
convention  had  been  then  three  months  in  session; 
it  was  universally  kfiown  a constitution  was,  in  its 
essentials,  agreed  to,  and  the  public  were  daily 
expecting’,  what  .soon  happened,  the  promulgation 
of  a new  form  of  government  for  the  uniofi.  I ask, 
sir,  was  it,  under  these  circumstances,  proper  for  a 
feeble,  dwindled  body,  that  had  wholly  lost  the 
confidence  of  the  nation,  and  which  was  then  wait- 
ing its  supercession  by  the  people;  a feeble,  ineffi- 
cient body,  in  which  only  seven  or  eight  states  were 
sepresented,  the  whole  of  which  consisted  of  but 
seventeen  or  eighteen  men,  a number  smaller  than 
your  large  committees;  a body  literally  in  the  very 
agonies  of  political  death;  was  it,  not  to  say  lawful 
©r  constitutional,  was  it,  sir,  even  decent  in  them  to 
have  passed  an  ordinance  of  such  importance.  I 
do  not  know  or  recollect  the  names  of  the  mem- 
bers who  voted  for  it,  but  it  is  to  be  fairly  presumed 
they  could  not  have  been  among  the  men  who  pos- 
sessed the  greatest  confidence  of  the  union,  or,  at 
that  very  time  tliey  would  have  been  members  of 
the  convention  sitting  at  Philadelphia.  But  I am, 
perhaps,  taking  up  your  time  unnecessarily  on  this 
subject,  and  I ."shall  proceed  to  others.  , 

A great  deal  has  been  said  on  the  subject  of  sla- 
very; that  it  is  an  infamous  stain  and  blot  on  the 
states  that  hold  them,  not  only  degrading  the  slave 
but  the  master,  and  making  him  unfit  for  republi- 
can government;  that  it  is  contrary  to  religion  and 
the  law  of  God;  and  tlmt  congress  ought  to  do  eve- 
ry thing  in  their  power  to  prevent  its  extension 
among  the  new  states. 

Now,  sir,  1 should  be  glad  to  know  how  any  man 
is  acquainted  with  what  is  the  will  or  tlie  law  of 
God  on  this  subject;  has  it  ever  been  imparted 
either  to  the  old  or  new  world?  Is  there  a sin- 
gle  line  in  the  Old  or  New  Testament,  either 
censuring’  or  forbidding  it?  I a*nswer  witliout  hesi- 
tation, no!  But  there  are  hundreds  speaking  of 
and  recognizing  it.  Hagar,  from  whom  millions 
sprang,  was  an  African  slave,  bought  out  of  Egypt 
by  Abraliam,  the  father  of  the  faithful,  and  the  be- 
loved servant  of  the  Most  High;  arid  he  had,  be- 
sides, three  hundred  and  eighteen  male  slaves. 
I'he  Jews  in  the  time  of  the  theocracy,  and  the 
Greeks  and  Romans  had  ail  slaves;  at  that  time 
there  was  no  nation  without  them.  If  we  are  to- 
believe  that  this  world  was  formed  by  a great  and 
qiiufipoteut  being;  that  notjbing  Is  permitted  to 


S5.5 


' exist  here  but  by  his  will,  and  then  throw  our  eyes 
throughout  the  whole  of  it,  we  should  form  an 
opinion  very  difl'erent  indeed,  from  that  asserted, 
that  slavery  was  against  the  law  of  God. 

Let  those  acquainted  with  the  situation  of  the 
people  of  Asia  and  Africa,  where  not  one  man  in 
tea  can  be  called  a freeman,  or  whose  situation 
can  be  compared  with  the  comforts  of  our  slaves, 
throw  their  eyes  over  them,  and  carry  them  to  Rus- 
sia, and  from  the  north  to  the  south  of  Europe, 
wiiere,  except  Great  Britain,  nothing  like  iiber- 
t}'  exists.  Let  them  view  the  lower  classes  of 
their  inhabitants,  by  far  the  most  numerous  of  the 
I whole;  the  thousands  of  beggars  that  infest  their 
streets,  more  than  half  starved,  half  naked,  and  in 
the  most  wretched  state  of  human  degradation. 
Let  him  then  go  to  England;  the  comforts,  if  they 
have  any,  of  the  lower  classes  of  whose  inhabitants 
are  far  inferior  to  those  of  our  slaves.  Let  him, 
when  there,  ask  of  their  economists,  what  are  the 
numbers  of  millions  daily  fed  by  the  hand  of  chari- 
ty; and,  when  satisfied  tliere,  then  let  him  come 
nearer  home,  and  examine  into  the  situation  of  the 
free  negroes  now  resident  in  New-York  and  Phila- 
delphia, and  compare  them  with  the  situation  of 
our  slaves,  and  he  will  tell  you,  that,  perhaps,  the 
most  miserable  and  degraded  state  of  human  nature 
is  to  be  found  among  the  free  negroes  of  New- 
York  and  Philadelphia,  most  of  whom  are  fugitives 
from  the  southern  states,  received  and  sheltered 
in  those  states.  I did  not  go  to  New-York,  but  I 
did  to  Philadelphia,  and  particularly  examined  this 
subject  while  there.  I saw  their  streets  crowded 
with  idle,  drunken  negroes,  at  every  corner;  and 
on  visiting  theii'  penitentiary,  found,  to  my  astonish- 
ment, tliat,  cut  of  five  hundred  convicts  there  con- 
fined, more  than  one  half  were  blacks;  and,  as  all 
the  convicts  throughout  that  state  are  sent  to  that 
penitentiary,  and,  if  Pennsylvania  contains  eigiit 
hundred  thousand  white  inhabitants,  and  only 
twenty-six  thousand  blacks,  of  course  the  crimes 
and  vices  of  the  blacks  in  those  states,  are,  com- 
paratively, twenty  times  greater  than  those  of  the 
whites  in  the  same  states,  and  clearly  proves  that 
a state  of  freedom  is  one  of  the  greatest  curses  you 
can  inflict  on  them. 

From  the  opinions  expressed  respecting  the 
southern  states  and  the  slaves  there,  it  appears  to 
me  most  clear,  that  the  members  on  the  opposite 
side  know  nothing  uf  the  southern  states,  their 
lands,  products,  or  slaves.  Those  who  visit  us,  or 
go  the  southward,  find  so  great  a diiierence,  that 
many  of  them  remain  and  settle  there.  I perfectly 
recollect  that,  when,  in  1791,  general  Washington 
visited  South  Carolina,  he  was  so  surprised  at  the 
richness,  order,  and  soil  of  our  country,  that  he 
expressed  his  great  astonishment  at  the  state  of 
agricultural  improvements  and  excellence  our  tide 
lands  exhibited.  He  said  he  had  no  idea  the  United 
States  possessed  it.  Had  I then  seen  as  much  of 
Europe  as  I have  since,  I would  have  replied  to 
him,  that  he  would  not  see  its  equal  in  Europe. 
Sir,  when  we  recollect  that  our  former  parent  state 
was  tlie  original  cause  of  introducing  slavery  into 
America,  and  that  neither  ourselves  or  ancestors 
are  cliargeable  with  it;  that  it  cannot  be  got  rid  of 
without  ruining  the  country,  certainly  the  present 
mild  treatment  of  our  slaves  is  most  honorable  to 
tliat  part  of  the  country  where  slavery  exists.  Eve- 
ry slave  has  a comfortable  house,  is  well  fed,  cloth- 
ed, and  taken  care  of;  he  has  his  family  about  iiim, 
and  in  sickness  has  the  same  medical  aid  as  his 
master,  and  has  a sure  and  comfortable  retreat  in 
old  age,  to  protect  liia>  against  its  -inlirmities  and 
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\veaknes3.  During'  the  whole  of  his  life  he  is  free 
from  care,  that  canker  of  the  human  heart,  which 
<lestr«ys  at  least  one  half  of  the  thinking  part  of 
mankind,  and  from  which  a fivvored  few,  if,  indeed, 
any,  can  be  said  to  be  free.  Being  without  educa- 
tion, and  born  to  obey,  to  persons  of  that  descrip, 
tion  moderate  labor  and  discipline  are  essential. 
The  discipline  ought  to  be  mild,  but  still,  while 
slavery  is  to  exist  there  must  be  discipline.  In  this 
state  they  are  happier  than  they  can  possibly  be  if 
free.  A free  black  can  only  be  happy  where  he 
has  some  share  of  education,  and  has  been  bred  to 
a trade,  or  some  kind  of  business.  The  great  body 
of  slaves  are  happier  in  their  present  situation  than 
tliey  could  be  in  any  other,  and  the  man  or  men 
•who  would  attempt  to  give  them  freedom,  would 
be  their  greatest  enemies. 

Ail  the  writers  who  contend  that  the  slaves  in- 
crease faster  than  the  free  blacks,  if  they  assert 
what  is  true,  prove  that  the  black,  when  in  the 
condition  of  a slave,  is  happier  than  when  free,  as 
in  proportion  to  the  comfort  and  happiness  of  any 
kind  of  people,  such  will  be  the  increase;  and  the 
next  census  will  shew  what  has  been  the  increase  of 
both  descriptions,  free  and  slave,  and  will,  1 think, 
prove  the  truth  of  these  opinions. 

In  this  discussion  the  question  as  to  the  purchase 
of  Louisiana  has  been  introduced,  and  gives  me  an 
opportunity  to  state  my  opinion  on  tiiat  subject. 
So  far  as  my  knowledge  of  the  facts,  preceding  that 
purchase,  enables  to  form  an  opinion,  I pronounce 
that  Mr.  Jeherson,  in  planning  the  purchase,  and 
the  gentlemen  who  were  employed  in  negociating 
it,  covered  themselves  with  glory.  The  facts  that 
preceded  that  purchase  were  these;  In  the  year 
1786,  Spain  despatched  a minister,  named  Gai'do- 
qui,  to  this  country,  instructed  to  offer  to  form  with 
us  a treaty  of  commerce,  which  she  said  was  an 
advantageous  one,  if  we  would,  in  the  same  treaty, 
consent  to  give  up  the  navigation  of  that  part  of 
the  river  Mississippi  which  ran  through  the  Spanish 
dominions.  This,  sir,  I asserted  on  this  fioor -some 
days  ago,  and  now  repeat,  that,  on  this  treaty  be* 
ing,  according  to  the  then  routine  of  business,  re- 
ferred to  Mr.  Jay,  then  secretary  for  foreign  af- 
fairs, he  did,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  report, 
that  it  w'oukl,  in  his  opinion,  be  expedient  to  adopt 
iq  that  seven,  all  of  the  eastern  and  northern  states, 
did  vote  for  it,  but  that,  owing  to  the  confederation 
requiring  that  nine  states  should  be  necessary  to 
form  a treaty,  it  was  at  length  defeated.  If  any 
part  of  the  public  business  of  this  country,  in  which 
I have  been  engaged,  ever  gave  me  more  pleasure 
than  others,  it  was  the  agency  I had,  in  association 
with  an  honorable  gentleman,  now  high  in  office, 
and  in  Washington,  in  preventing  it.  I believe  I 
may  venture  to  say,  that  it  was  owing  to  us  the 
whole  of  the  western  country  now  belongs  to  us, 
and  that  the  Mississippi  now  flows  Vlirough  Ameri- 
can lands,  and  that  the  American  flag  now  waves 
alone  on  her  waters.  I,  therefore,  have  alv/ays  felt 
more  than  a fraternal-  I have  felt,  sir,  a paternal 
love  for  this  country,  Nor,  sir,  is  this  the  only  im- 
portant agency  I have  had  In  tlie  riffairs  of  this  very 
valuable  part  of  our  uiiion.  It  will  be  remembered 
that,  in  the  year  1802,  the  inteudant  of  New-Orleans 
issued  a proclamation,  shutting  that  port  to  the 
further  reception  and  deposite  of  American  pro- 
duce, under  the  treaty  of  1795,  and  that  on  his  do- 
ing so,  a ferment  was  excited  througliout  the  union, 
of  the  most  alarming  nature;  thaf  war  was  called  for, 
both  in  the  senate  and  out  of  doors,  which  it  was 
difficult  for  all  the  prudence  and  love  of  peace  of 
the  president,  to  repress.  Eeing,  at  that  time,  the 


minister  of  the  United  Slates  in  Spain,  I received 
instructions  from  our  government  to  use  every  ex- 
ertion in  my  power,  consistent  with  its  dignity,  to 
get  the  deposite  restored,  which  1 fortunately  did, 
and  this  affair  led  to  the  acquisition  of  both  the 
river  and  whole  country  in  the  manner  you  know. 
At  the  time  that  I went  to  Europe,  I was  alone 
commissioned  and  authorized  to  treat  for,  and  pur- 
chase, all  the  part  of  Louisiana,  including  New-Or- 
leans, to  the  east  of  the  Mississippi  and  the  Flori- 
das;  but,  on  arriving  in  Europe,  1 found  Louisiana 
had  been  previously  secretly  sold  to  Bonaparte,  of 
which  I informed  Mr.  Jefferson,  and  he  took  the 
measures  which  accomplished  the  purchase. 

In  pursuing  the  arguments  of  some  gentlemen,  on 
this  subject,  I have  omitted  to  notice  one  of  their 
argumeuLs,  springing  from  that  part  of  tlie  3d  sec- 
tion of  the  4th  article;,  which  says,  “llie  congress 
shall  have  the  power  to  make  all  needful  rules  and 
regulations  respecting  the  territory  or  other  pro- 
perty, belonging  to  the  United  States,”  because 
this  article  certainly  refers  only  to  the  territorial 
state,  to  which  I have  already  referred,  and  in 
which  I do  not  hesitate  to  aver,  that,  in  making 
such  regulations  for  the  government  of  the  territo- 
ry, they  are  no  more  authorized  to  inhibit  slavery 
in  the  territory,  than  they  have  in  the  states— for» 
if  they  should  have  the  power,  it  would  indirectly 
effect  the  same  thing;  it  not  being  difficult  to  see, 
that,  when  a territory  has  been  like  Missouri,, 
for  sixteen  years  in  a strict  state  of  territorial  dis.. 
cipline,  prohibiting  slavery,  when  the  period  ar- 
rives for  her  admission  as  a state,  she  will  be  peo- 
pled entirely  by  inhabitants  not  having  slaves,  and 
who  will  of  course,  insert  the  prohibition  in  their 
constitution. 

It  ought  to  he  remembered,  Mr.  Chairman,  that 
the  greatest  part  of  the  debt  due  for  Louisiana,  is 
still  unpaid,  and  that,  if  the  mode  I have  asserted, 
by  w'hich  your  treasury  is  now  furnished,  and  must 
be  in  future,  is  true,  then  the  slave-holding  states 
will  have  more  than  half  of  the  purchase  to  pay;  but, 
suppose  we  have  only  one  half  of  it  to  pay,  is  it 
not  fair,  is  it  not  just,  that  the  use  of  this  purchase 
sliould  be  as  open  to  the  inhabitants  of  the  slave- 
holding, as  to  ilie  inhabitants  of  the  non-slave-hold- 
ing states;  and  how  can  this  happen,  if  you  say  to 
the  inhabitants  of  the  northern  states,  you  may  go 
there  with  your  families,  and  all  your  properties; 
but,  if  you,  from  the  southern  or  slave  holding 
states,  choose  to  go  there,  it  must  be  without  your 
slaves,  these  shall  not  go;  thus  denying  to  these  the 
instruments  of  their  agriculture,  and  the  means 
of  their  comfort,  and  completely  preventing  the 
possibility  of  their  removing;  from  this,  sir,  will  arise 
another  evil,  that  of  the  fall  of  the  value  of  all  the 
lands  the  United  States  may  have  to  sell  in  the  ter- 
ritories or  states  from  which  slavery  is  excluded,  at 
least  one  half,  which,  if  the  computations  of  the 
number  of  acres  come  any  thing  near  the  mark» 
must  amount  to  at  least  six  hundreds  of  millions 
of  dollars  lost  to  the  common  li'easury. 

I have  not  condescended  to  notice  the  remark, 
that  one  of  the  evils  of  slavery  is,  the  lessening  and 
depreciating  the  cliaracter  ofthe  whites  in  the  slave- 
holding  states,  and  rendering  it  less  manly  and  re- 
publican, and  less  worthy,  than  in  the  non-slave- 
holding states,  because  it  is  not  less  decorous  than 
true;  it  is  refuted  in  a moment  by  a review  of  the 
revolutionary,  and  particularly  the  last  war.  Look 
into  your  histories,  compare  the  conduct  ofthe  he- 
roes and  st’atesmen  ofthe  north  and  south,  in  both 
those  wars,  in  the  field  and  in  the  senate;  see  the 
monuments  of  valor,  gf  wisdom,  and  patriotism  tiiey 
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have  left  behind  them,  and  then  ask  an  impartial 
world,  on  which  side  the  Delaware  lies  the  prepon- 
derance: they  will  answer  in  a moment  to  the 
south. 

It  will  not  be  a matter  of  surprise  to  any  one,  that 
so  much  anxiety  should  be  shewn  by  the  slave-hold- 
ing- states.,  when  it  is  known  that  the  alarm,  given 
by  this  attempt  to  legislate  on  slavery,  has  led  to 
the  opinion,  that  the  very  foundations  of  that  kind 
of  property  arc  shaken;  that  the  establishment  of 
the  precedent  is  a measure  of  the  most  alarming 
nature;  for,  should  succeeding  congresses  continue 
to  push  it,  there  is  no  knowing  to  what  length  it 
may  be  carried. 

Have  the  northern  states  any  idea  of  the  value  of 
our  slaves.^  At  least,  sir,  six  hundred  millions  of 
dollars.  If  we  lose  them,  the  value  of  the  lands 
they  cultivate  will  be  diminished  in  all  cases  one 
half,  and,  in  many,  they  w'ill  become  wholly  useless, 
and  an  annual  income  of  at  least  forty  millions  of 
<lollars  will  be  lost  to  your  citizens;  the  loss  of 
which  will  not  alone  be  felt  by  the  non-slave-hold- 
ing states,  but  by  the  whole  union;  for,  to  whom  at 
present,  do  the  eastern  states  most  particularly,  and 
the  eastern  and  northern,  generally,  look  for  the 
employment  of  their  shipping,  in  transporting  our 
bulky  and  valuable  products,  and  bringing  us  the 
manufactures  and  merchandizes  of  Europe?  Ano- 
ther thing,  in  case  of  these  losses  being  brought  on 
us,  and  our  being  forced  into  a division  of  the  union, 
what  becomes  of  your  public  debt.?  Who  are  to 
pay  this,  and  how  will  it  be  paid?  In  a pecuniary 
view  of  this  subject,  therefore,  it  must  ever  be  the 
policy  of  the  eastern  and  northern  states  to  conti- 
nue connected  with  us.  But,  sir,  there  is  an  infi- 
nitely greater  call  upon  them,  and  this  is,  the  call 
of  justice,  of  affection,  and  humanity.  Reposing  at 
a great  distance,  in  safety,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of 
all  their  federal  and  state  rights,  unattacked  in  ei- 
tlier,  or  in  their  individual  rights,  can  they,  with  in- 
difference., or  ought  they  to  risque,  in  the  remotest 
degree,  the  consequences  which  this  measure  may 
preduce.  These  may  l>e  the  division  of  this  union, 
and  a civil  war.  Knowing  that  whatever  is  said 
here,  must  get  into  the  public  prints,  1 am  unwil- 
ling, for  obvious  reasons,  to  go  into  the  description 
of  the  horrors  which  such  a war  must  produce,  and 
Ardently  pray,  that  none  of  us  may  ever  live  to  wit- 
?t€|S3  such  an  event. 

If  you  refuse  to  admit  Missouri  without  this  pro- 
hibition, and  she  refuses  it,  and  proceeds  to  form  a 
constitution  for  herself,  and  then  applies  to  you  for 
admission,  what  will  you  do?  Will  you  compel 
them  by  force?  By  whom,  or  by  what  force  can 
this  be  effected?  Will  the  states  in  her  neighbor- 
hood join  in  the  crusade?  Will  they,  who,  to  a 
tnan,  tliink  Missouri  is  right,  and  you  are  wrong, 
Ann  in  such  a cause?  Can  you  send  a force  from 
the  eastward  of  the  Delaware?  The  very  distance 
forbids  it;  and  distance  is  a powerful  auxiliary  to 
a country  attacked.  If,  in  the  days  of  James  2d, 
English  soldiers,  under  military  discipline,  when 
ordered  to  march  against  their  countrymen,  con- 
tending in  the  cause  of  liberty,  disobeyed  the  or- 
der, and  laid  down  their  arms,  do  you  think  our 
free  brethren  on  the  Mississipi  will  not  do  the 
same?  Yes,  sir,  they  will  refuse,  and  yon  will  at 
last  be  obliged  to  retreat  from  this  measure,  and  in 
a manner  that  will  not  add  much  to  the  dignity  of 
your  govermnent. 

I cannot,  on  any  ground,  think  of  agreeing  to  a 
compromise  on  this  subject.  However  we  all  may 
■wish  to  see  Missouri  admitted,  as  she  ought,  on 
<^qual  terms  with  the  other  states,  this  is  a very 


unimportant  object  to  her,  compared  with  keeping 
the  epustitution  inviplate— with  keeping  the  hands 
of  congress  from  touching  the  question  of  slavery. 
On  the  subject  of  the  constitution,  no  compromis® 
ought  ever  to  be  made.  Neither  can  any  be  made 
on  the  national  faith,  so  seriously  involved  in  the 
treaty  which  gives  to  all  Louisiana,  to  every  part 
of  it,  aright  to  be  incorporated  into  the  union  on 
equal  terms  with  the  other  states. 

Surely,  sir,  when  we  consider  the  public  distress 
of  this  country;  and  the  necessity  of  union  and  good 
humor  to  rep;ur  our  finances,  and  place  our  com- 
merce in  that  improved  situation  which  will  give  U9 
some  hope  of  the  rise  of  our  products,  such  as  may 
Tiave  a tendency  to  relieve  our  public  and  private 
embarrassments,  if  we  had  no  other  motives  for  it, 
certainly  this  should  be  sufficient.  But,  sir,  there 
is  one  of  infinitely  higher  moment.  Do  we  recol- 
lect, that  we  are  the  only  free  republic  now  in  ex- 
istence, and  that,  probably,  such  existence  can  only 
depend  upon  our  distance  from  Europe,  and  our 
union  with  our  present  numbers.  It  may  safely  be 
calculated  we  have  two  millions  of  men,  the  greatest 
part  of  whom  are  able  to  bear  arms.  In  case  of  our 
continuing  an  united  people,no  attack  from  Europe, 
a distance  of  four  thousand  miles,  could  ever  be 
made  with  the  least  hope  of  succes.s.  From  the 
distance,  all  Europe  could  not  furnish  either  the 
men  or  means  sufficient  to  divide  or  destroy  Uiis 
union.  If  we  continue  united,  as  we  have  been,  ir* 
such  an  event,  the  states  would  so  second  the  ge- 
neral government,  and  so  nerve  its  arm,  as  to  put 
all  attack  at  defiance.  But,  if  on  this,  or  any  other- 
occasion,  this  union  .should  unhappily  divide,  and, 
from  friends,  become  bitter  and  implacable  enemies 
to  each  other,  who  shall  say  what  Europe  may  at- 
tempt? Mark  wliatthey  have  done  amongthemselves, 
to  subjugate  France,  and  destroy,  in  that  part  of  the 
world,  every  thing  that  has  the  semblance  of  repub- 
licanism. View  the  league  they  have  formed,  in 
which,  for  the  first  time,  all  Europe  is  seen  united 
as  a single  government,  to  maintain  their  monarchi- 
cal forms.  Such  is,  no  doubt,  their  detestation  of 
every  thing  like  republicanism,  that,  were  the  Unit- 
ed States  in  Europe,  where  they  could  be  reached 
by  land,  I have  not  the  smallest  cioubt,  they  would 
long  since  have  been  attacked,  and  evdry  attempt 
made  to  reduce  them  to  a monarchy.  We  are  con- 
sidered, sir,  as  an  evil  example  to  the  monarchical 
world.  We  are  considered  bs  the  only  reposito r}'- 
of  those  principles  which  have  lately  appeared 
and  flourished,  for  a time  In  Europe;  and  which, 
it  lias  cost  them  somnch  blood  and  treasure,  to  sup- 
press, and  should  our  divisions  from  friends  to  ene- 
mies, ever  afibrd  them  an  opportunity  of  striking  at 
us,  witli  the  least  probability  of  success,  no  doubt 
they  will  do  so. 

I will  not  trespass  further  on  your  patience,  but 
thank  the  committe  for  the  honor  they  have  done 
me,  by  their  attention.  I hope  the  great  importajice 
of  the  subject  will  be  my  excuse;  and  that  consider,, 
ingthe  relation  in.  which  I have  stood  to  the  wes- 
tern country  and  the  Mississippi,  for  the  salvation 
of  which,  so  far  as  means  the  keeping  it  annexed 
to  this  union,  as  I liave  already  said,  1 think  I may 
claim  to  a gentleman,  now  high  in  office,  and  my- 
self, as  much  as  any  other  two  can  claim,  the  happi- 
ness of  being  the  instruments;  and  having  thus,  in 
the  early  part  of  my  life,  labored  with  success  for 
the  parent,  I cannot  but  think  it  a little  extraordi- 
nary, that  I should,  at  this  distant  period,  be  cal- 
led upon  to  defend  the  rig'hts  of  her  children.  My 
fervent  wi.sh  is,  that  I may  be  able  to  do  it  with  the 
same  success. 


35,3 
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Indians  of  Missouri. 

Extract  from  a series  of  notes  on  the  Missouri  river, 

and  some  of  the  native  tribes,  by  a g'entieman  at- 
tached to  the  Yellow  Stone  expedition,  in  1819; 

published  in  the  Petersburg  Intelligencer. 

The  Pawnees  are  now  at  war  with  the  Osages, 
Eanses,  Sioux,  and  Spaniards;  their  war  excursions 
are  very  frequently  carried  into  the  settlements  of 
the  latter,  from  whence  they  procure  a great  num- 
ber of  fine  horses;  they  likewise  obtain  horses  from 
the  nations  south  of  them  for  their  blankets,  guns, 
kc.;  their  horses  they  sell  again  to  the  nations  on 
the  Missouri,  for  double  or  treble  tlie  quantity;  they 
appear  to  prefer  obtaining  European  goods,  by  this 
species  of  traffic,  to  hunting  for  beaver  and  other 
valuable  furs;  and  their  trade  is  of  very  little  im- 
portance to  the  whites. 

Their  war  parties,  last  summer,  brought  them  in 
nearly  400  horses,  principally  stolen  from  the  Spa- 
nish settlements.  Formerly  they  held  the  Spaniards 
in  great  respect,  as  they  put  large  detachments  of 
troops  into  their  country.  Since  1806,  however, 
the  Spaniards  have  not  done  so,  restrained  proba- 
bly by  the  consideration  that  the  teindtory  belongs 
to  the  UniteU  States,  and  being  debarred  from  the 
only  effectual  means  of  checking  Indian  depreda- 
tion, their  settlejnents  are  j)laced  in  the  same  un- 
fortunate situation  that  ours  were  on  the  borders 
of  Florida. 

The  agriculture  of  the  Pawnees  is  about  the 
same  aS  the  Kanses  and  Ottoes;  like  them,  they 
only  reside  in  their  viilagies  during  the  intervals  of 
planting  and  gathering  their  corn;  living  neai’er 
the  habitual  haunts  of  the  Buffalo  than  tiiose  na- 
tions, they  subsist  exclusively  on  it;  they  never  hunt 
on  the  Missouri,  and  have  but  little  intercourse  with 
the  whites. 

They  are  a proud,  haughty  people,  and  have 
great  ideas  of  their  own  strength  and  importance. 
One  of  their  principal  men  told  the  interpreter — 
«‘\Yliat  do  we  care  for  the  whites— did  not  our 
fathers  live  very  well,  without  knowing'  that  such 
people  had  an  existence?  Have  we  not  plenty  of 
buffalo  meat  and  corn,  not  only  for  ourselves,  but 
to  give  our  friends  when  they  come  to  see  us;  and 
what  Pawnee  is  so  poor  that  cannot,  if  he  choose, 
give  ills  guest  a horse  to  ride  home?  Who  is  there 
in  the  world  that  does  not  know  of  the  bravery  and 
numbers  of  the  great  Pawnee  nation?”  Notwith- 
standing, however,  the  good  opinion  they  have  of 
themselves,  they  are  believed  to  be  less  v/arlike 
than  their  neighbors,  owing  to,  the  comparative 
case  with  which  they  live,  subsisting  entirely  on 
buffalo,  which  they  find  so  near  them.  The  chase 
of  the  buffalo,  besides,  being  less  laborious  than 
that  of  the  elk  or  deer,  does  not  require  the  use  of 
fire  arms,  with  which  the  Pawi>ees  are  not  expert. 
Their  language  is  more  guttural  than  that  of  the 
Kanses  and  Osages,  and  approaches  near^  to  the 
Sioux;  their  figures  are  tall  and  slim;  they  have  re- 
markably high  cheek  bones,  and  a certain  wildness 
cff  look  that  is  peculiar  to  them.  1'lieir  government, 
like  that  of  the  Ottoes,  is  an  liereditary  aristocracy; 
the  power  and  authority  of  wliich  is  very  much  de- 
pendent upon  the  individual  character  of  the  prin- 
cipal chieftain.  They  are  not  so  cleanly,  or  r.ather, 
they  are  more  filthy,  in  their  persons,  lodges  and 
cooking,  than  the  other  tribes.  There  is  a custom 
among  these  Indians  of  swearing  they  will  not  sur- 
vive the  death  of  a certain  friend  or  friends,  that 
frequently  leads  them  to  desperate  deeds.  About 
two  years  since,  a trader  descending  the  Arkansaw, 
with  some  packs  of  beaver,  and  about  thirty  men, 
was  attacked  by  a party  of  three  hundred  Pawnees. 


They  made  a breast  work  of  their  packs  of  beaver, 
and  finally  succeeded  in  beating  off  the  Indians, 
killing  five  or  six  of  them.  After  the  Indians  had 
despaired  of  success,  and  were  about  giving  up  tlie 
attack,  two  Indians  who  had  lost  their  friends,  made 
a furious  charge  by  themselves:  they  were  both 
cut  to  pieces,  the  memory  of  these  men  is  univer- 
sally cherished:  they  are  celebrated  in  all  their  war 
songs. 

The  Pawnees  find  that  formidable  animaly  the 
white  or  grizly  bear,  in  their  hunting  excursion.*? 
towards  the  head  of  La  Piatta  river.  On  the  Mis- 
souri, it  is  seldom  seen  below  the  Great  Bend,  and 
is  found  most  frequently  on  the  Yellow  Stone  and 
its  branches,  and  at  the  three  forks  of  tiie  Missouri, 
i'his  bear  will  usually  attack  a man  if  approached 
very  near.  Indians  consider  it  a great  exploit  to 
kill  one  of  them.  When  they  are  alarmed,  they 
rise  completely  on  their  hind  legs,  and  dart  forward 
by  jumps;  they  move  much  faster  than  a man  can 
run,  rushing  forward  with  the  utmost  ferocity,  their 
mouths  wide  open,  and  snapping  their  teeth,  which 
makes  a noise  like  the  shutting  of  a steel -trap;  a 
man  attacked  by  them  on  the  open  plains  of  tlie 
.Missouri,  has  but  little  chance  of  escape,  if  there 
be  neither  tree  to  climb,  nor  water.to  take  to.  The 
tenacity  of  life  in  these  animals  has  been  exagge- 
rated, but  is  very  remarkable;  as  many  as  thirteen 
balls  have  been  put  into  them,  without  killing  them';  - 
but  there  are  also  instances  of  their  being  killed  by 
two,  or  even  one  ball;  'tlieir  most  mortal  part  is  di- 
rectly under  the  ear;  tliey  attack  and  kill  a Buffalo, 
dragging  him  to  their  haunts,  where  they  bury  if 
they  do  not  wish  to  eat  him. 

These  animals  are  so  fierce,  ardent  and  furious, 
that  they  soon  exhausf  their  strength  in  pursuit; 
they  are  hunted  by  the  Indians  on  horseback;  a par- 
ty of  three  or  tour  men,  well  mounted,  approach  the 
bear,  and  one  of  them  provokes  him  to  pursue  him; 
this  he  does  'vvith  his  utmo.st  force;  the  horseman, 
to  avoid  the  bear,  has  to  put  his  horse  to  his  metal; 
he  leads  him  round  a circle  towards  his  companionsr 
one  of  whom  pi’ovokes  him;  he  is  easily  made  to 
quit  the  old  pursuit,  and  join  in  the  new;  lie  is 
again  led  round,  and  again  induced  to  pursue  a freslt 
horse;  the  bear  pursues  until  he  becomes  complete- 
ly exhausted,  lays  down  apparently  lifeless,  is  per- 
fectly horsde  combat,  and  may  be  approached  and 
shot,  by  putting  the  muzzle  of  the  gun  to  Ids  ear. 
Nothing  can  be  more  animating,  it  is  said,  than  this 
hunt;  there  is  no  danger  of  the  bear  overtaking  the 
horse,  unless  he  fulls;  if,  however,  the  rider  should 
be  thrown,  and  the  bear  get  a blow  at  him,  death 
appears  inevitable,  such  is  the  immense  force  with 
which  they  use  their  claws.  It  takes  a bear  four  ov 
five  years  to  attain  its  growth;  they  are  supposed 
to  arrive  at  a very  old  age,  as  they  are  frequently 
found  with  their  claws  worn  out. 


ForeigQ  Articles. 

GREAT  BRITAIJf  AND  IRELAND. 

Some  changes  in  the  British  ministry  arc  talked 
of.  The  earl  of  Liverpool,  it  was  said,  was  about 
to  resign,  and  to  be  succeeded  by  lord  Grenville. 
It  was  also  reported  that  Mr.  Vansittart  was  to  give 
place  to  Mr.  Tluskisson. 

The  queen’s  birth  day  was  observed  at  the  dif- 
fej'ent  public  offices,  and  other  places  under  con- 
trol of  the  executive,  with  a respect  due  to  her  sta- 
tion. 7'lie  report  of  the  queen’s  arrival  at  Paris 
was  incorrect.  There  were  no  accounts  of  her 
having  left  Geneva. 

The  grand  jury  of  Jwondon  have  fpuud  a bill  of 
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indictment  for  high  treason  against  Edwards,  the 
instigator  of  the  Cato-street  conspirators.  Mrs. 
Tliistlewood,  Mrs.  Brunt,  Julian  Thistlewood,  and 
other  witnesses,  were  examined  in  support  of  the 
charge.  Edwards  had  absconded — it  is  said  Mr. 
lliirmer,  the  solicitor,  was  authorized  b}"  some  indi- 
vidual to  olTer  100^.  reward  for  his  apprehension. 
Evidence  was  produced  that  all  the  pikes  which 
were  found  in  the  premises  of  the  conspirators, 
were  manufactured  by  Edwards*  order,  and  that 
for  every  one  of  them  the  manufacturer  was  paid 
by  Edwards.  The  manufacturer  himself  came  for- 
ward to  prove  this  fact. 

A late  London  paper  says — “A  curious  discovery 
has  been  made  since  it  was  determined  to  remodel 
■Jie  crown.  Several  of  the  large  gems,  (we  have 
not  yet  learnt  how  many),  turn  out  to  be  paste.  It 
is  supposed  that  this  fraud  was  committed  as  far 
back  as  the  time  of  Charles  II. 

Messrs.  Rundeli  and  Bridges  have  contracted 
to  make  the  alterations  in  the  British  crown  for 
60,000  pounds!  The  coronation  robe  will  cost 
^6,QG0L 

A very  serious  and  fatal  riot  took  place  at  Gree- 
mock,  on  the  7th  of  May,  as  follows:  “A  party  of 
the  Port  Glasgow  Volunteers  were  escorting  some 
prisoners  from  Paisley,  to  the  jail  at  Greenock; 
when  thej/  entered  the  town  they  were  attacked 
with  stones,  and  pelted  severely;  they  succeeded, 
tiowever,  in  lodging  their  prisoners  safe  in  jail, 
when,  on  returning  to  Port  Glasgow,  they  were  at- 
tacked by  the  mob,  (partly  Greenock,  and  partly 
from  the  neighborhood)  and  were  obliged  to  fire 
in  their  own  defence.  They  effected  their  reti’eat. 
There  are  already  nine  of  the  mob  dead,  and  nine 
more  dangerously  wounded;  there  are  two  of  the 
volunteers  also  wounded. 

“In  the  mean  time,  after  the  military  had  retired, 
they  broke  open  the  jail  and  liberated  the  radi- 
cals, who  had  been  lodged  there  from  Paisley. 
Troops  have  been  sent  there,  and  every  thing  is 
again  quiet.** 

A living  animal  of  the  antelope  species,  called  a 
?iahee,  having  the  head  of  a cow,  the  mane  of  a 
horse,  and  the  hind  part  resembling  a mule,  has 
been  brouglit  to  England  from  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope. 

By  an  estimate  made  in  parliament  for  the  year 
1820,  it  appears  that  the  total  strength  of  the  regu- 
lar force  of  the  British  army,  including  19,899  on 
service  in  India,  is  112,475,  for  which  an  appro- 
priation of  6,807,466/.  6s.  and4d.  is  asked  for  to  de- 
fray their  expense,  and  for  the  navy  2,216,746/.  2,?. 
and  lid.  sterling. 

A London  paper,  (Morning  Chronicle),  of  May 
16,  observes —“That  although  the  sessions  termi- 
nated but  one  week  ago,  we  cannot  but  regret  the 
amazing  increase  of  crimes  in  the  metropolis,  as 
will  be  seen  from  the  following  statement: 

STATE  or  NEWGATE. 

JSlales,  F-emales. 


Cnder  sentence  of  death. 

32 

1 

Convicts  respited, 

7 

2 

Transportation  for  life. 

25 

14 

Do.  for  14  years, 

14 

13 

Do.  for  7 years. 

79 

27 

Tor  felonies  and  misdemeanors, 

8cc.  29 

18 

By  the  commissioners  of  bankrupts,  5 

1 

State  prisoner,  (Gilchrist) 

1 

For  assizes. 

1 

For  trial. 

134 

24 

Among  those  to  be  tried  are — burglary,  4;  utter- 
ing forged  notes,  18;  highway  robbery,  f;  larce- 
fiies,  72;  bigamy,  1;  stealing  mojiey  from  a letter  | 


in  the  post  office,  1;  perjury,  3;  stealing  in  a dwel- 
ling house,  4;  Sec, 

'i'his  number  is,  however,  exclusive  of  those 
who,  during  the  sitting  of  the  grand  jury,  may  be 
committed  for  trial. 

FRANCE. 

It  is  announced  that  count  Volney,  whose  recent 
death  the  chamber  of  peers  and  the  Frencii  acade- 
my have  to  deplore,  has  left  in  hi.s  will  a sum 
amounting  to  a perpetual  rent  of  1200  francs,  /.150 
sterling,  as  a prize,  to  be  adjudged  by  the  institute 
to  the  author  of  the  best  treatise  on  eastern  l?in- 
guages,  and  especially  on  the  simpliffcation  of  their 
characters.  Uis  obsequies  were  solemnized  in  the 
burial  ground  of  Pere  Lachaise;  it  was  conducted 
in  tire  most  simple  manner;  two  peers  of  France 
and  two  members  of  the  academy  supported  the 
pall;  and  numerous  literary  and  scientific  charac- 
ters followed  in  procession,  M.  Baya,  director  of 
the  French  academy,  pronounced  a funeral  eulogy 
on  his  grave. 

SieurBedault,editor  of  the  Paris  Constitutionnel, 
has  been  found  guilty  of  publishing  an  article  in 
February  last,  tending  to  er^cite  civil  war  in  France, 
and  sentenced  to  two  years  imprisonment,  and  10,- 
000  francs,  (/.416  sterling.) 

SPAIN. 

A loan  of  40  millions  of  rials  has  been  opened  at 
Madrid,  to  bear  an  interest  of  10  per  cent. 

Deputies  from  several  of  the  juntas  were  assem- 
bling at  Madrid,  to  unite  with  the  junta  of  the  ca- 
pital, \intil  the  meeting'  of  the  cortes  in  July, 

England,  France  and  Bavaria  hav'e  expressed 
their  approbation  of  the  late  revolution  in  Spain. 

The  Madrid  gazettes  also  contain  addresses  of 
congratulation  to  his  majesty  from  several  towns  or 
pu])iic  bodies,  on  his  acceptance  of  the  constitu- 
tion, and  official  accounts  of  its  having  been  sworn 
to  by  many  other  coi'p orations,  public  functionaries, 
boards,  tribunals,  &c, 

A royal  decree,  of  the  29th  of  April,  directs  ano- 
ther decree,  issued  by  the  general  and  extraordi- 
nary cortes  on  the  26th  of  May,  1313,  to  be  carried 
into  immediate  execution,  which  requires  the  muni- 
cipal bodies  to  take  down  or  destroy  all  signs  of 
vassalage,  existing  in  their  respective  cities,  towns 
or  villages,  as  the  Spaniards  neither  do,  or  ever  will 
acknowledge  any  other  seignorage  thaji  that  of  the 
nation,  and  their  noble  pride  will  not  bear  the  sight 
of  such  lasting  memorials  of  their  humiliation.  Two 
circulars  of  the  secretary  of  war,  of  the  15th  and 
21st  of  April,  enjoin  all  commanding  officers  to 
cause  the  constitution  to  be  sworn  to  by  the  corps 
under  their  cemmand;  and  acquaint  them  with  his 
majesty’s  pleasure^  tl)at  the  military  should  hence:- 
forth  have  the  benefit  of  the  article  of  the  consititu- 
tion  which  forbids  prisoners  to  be  put  upon  their 
oath,  with  regard  to  their  own  acts  in  criminal 
cases. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  a gentleman  at  Cadiz, 
dated  May  3 — “The  last  post  from  Madrid  bi-ought 
an  account  of  the  discovery  of  a conspiracy  to  as- 
sassinate the  king  and  place  the  infante  don  Carlos 
on  the  tlirone.  It  is  W'ell  known,  that  this  brother 
of  the  king  was  opposed  to  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitutional system,  while  the  other,  Fi-ancisco  de 
Paula,  notwithstanding  he  was  declared  by  the 
cortes  illegitimate,  and  ineligible  to  the  crown,  is 
decidedly  in  favor  of  it.  The  principal  conspirators 
were  the  heads  of  several  of  the  orders  of  the  fri- 
ars,  one  or  two  lawyers,  two  or  three  of  the  milita- 
ry, and,  it  is  said,  the  dnke  of  Alagon,  and  the  count 
of  Espeleta,  together  with  one  or  two  other  per- 
[ sons  of  rank,  are  inspfieatedl  Cut  loss,  ho  we  ver;had 
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no  knowledg'e  of  the  alfair,  and  would  never  lend 
himself  to  such  a diabolical  scheme.  It  appears 
to  hare  been  discovered  almost  at  the  moment  of 
its  commencement.  In  consequence  of  this,  two 
royal  orders  have  made  their  appearance,  permitting 
the  friars  to  secularize  themselves,  for  which  end 
a bull  wiU  be  solicited  the  pope, 

GERMANY. 

Sandt,  the  assassin  of  Kotzebue,  has,  at  Last,  been 
sentenced  to  death  by  the  g-overnment  of  Baden. 

Jerome  Bonaparte,  his  wife,  his  sister  Eliza,  and 
Fouche,  are  at  Trieste,  the  Austrian  government 
having  given  them  permission  to  remain  at  that 
place. 

An  article  from  Nuremburg,  under  date  of  May 
5,  says  “that  never  were  such  immense  quantities  of 
English  manufactures  and  goods  here  as  at  the  pre- 
sent fair.  There  is  no  room  for  them  in  the  ware- 
houses, and  the  Hamburg  aiid  Dessan  Jews  are 
obliged  to  throw  bales  of  calicoes  in  the  street,  that 
the  purchasers  may  have  room  to  move  in  the  ware- 
houses. The  ruin  of  our  German  manufactures  is 
at  hand— [as  is  designed  by  this  glut];  the  Saxon 
manufacturers  are  in  despair,  for  even  their  cheap- 
est goods  cannot  maintain  the  competition  with  the 
English.  Ail  the  ready  money  now  goes  to  Eng- 
land.” 

Vienna  April  8 —His  majesty* the  emperor  of  Aus- 
tria, has  appointed  as  contract  general,  for  building 
vessels  in  North  America,  the  baron  I.  Von  V/eiss. 
He  was  sent  with  despatches  to  Brazils.  From 
there  he  will  leave  for  the  United  States.  The 
baron  has  it  in  his  power  to  appoint  consul  and 
consul  generals  for  Austria,  in  the  United  States — 
and,  at  the  same  time,  was  ordered  by  the  emperor, 
to  send  his  nephew,  capt.  Von  Hoffmann,  to  relieve 
baron  Storm,  the  commander  of  the  port  at  St. 
Helena.  Muck  business  in  the  mercantile  line  is  an- 
ticipated from  the  spirited  efforts  of  the  Austrian 
nation.  The  emperor  has  appointed  all  the  former 
vigilant  contract  generals  to  superintend  the  mer- 
eantlle  trade  of  the  nation.  The  baron  Rothschild, 
as  consul  general  in  London,  the  baron  Von  Pop- 
per, for  Constantinople,  and  the  baron  1/amel  Von 
Lamelsfeld,  for  Italy — all  of  one  family,  who  are  of 
immense  fortunes. 

RUSSIA. 

Some  alterations  have  been  made  in  the  new  Rus- 
sian tariff,  vyhich  is  to  aid  the  national  manufactures. 


CHRONICLE. 

Execution.  The  awful  sentence  of  the  law  was 
Yesterday  performed  upon  Peregrine  Hutton  and 
ATorris  J\''.  It.  Hull,  convicted,  on  their  own  confes- 
sions, of  the  deliberate  murder  of  John  Heaps,  mail 
driver. 

The  late  anniversary  of  our  independence  appears 
to  have  been  observed  more  generally  than  usual — 
and  the  ‘*xoicked  practice  of  reading  the  declara- 
tion,”  we  are  happy  to  suy,  was  as  generally  per- 
s’evered  in. 

Died,  on  the  12th  ult.  at  Columbus,  O.  major 
JHahlon  Ford,  late  of  Ogdensburg,  N.  Y.  aged  64, 
a captain  of  the  revolutionary  war,  and  also  of  the 
same  grade  at  St.  Clair’s  defeat,  in  which  he  was 
\Vounded  three  times. 

Mr.  Greene,  whose  resignation  of  the  office  of 
cashier  of  the  Phcenix  bank,.  New  York,  was  lately 
announced,  is  now  stated  to  be  a defaulter  to  that 
institution  to  the  amount  of  gl47,500.  It  is  also 


said,  that  the  bank  is  only  conditionally  secured  for 
about  one-half  or  one-third  of  this  amount. 

'Fhe  steam  boat  Comet  visited  the  village  of  Ar- 
kansas, on  the  river  of  that  name,  in  May  last,  be- 
ing the  first  steam  boat  which  ascended  that  river. 

The  steam  boat  Calhoun  left  St  Louis  about  the 
1st  of  June  to  ascend  the  Mississippi  to  the  falls  of 
St.  Anthony.  The  distance  from  900  to  1000  miles, 
and  she  was  expected  to  make  the  voyage  in  twelve 
days.  This  is  the  first  expedition  of  its  kind  ever 
attempted. 

United  States  stocks.  A considerable  amount  of 
the  6 per  cent,  war  loans  were  sold  by  auction  st 
Boston,  on  the  3d  of  July-  the  lowest  lot  of  1812, 
at  104  5 8;  the  highest  of  1815,  at  106  5-8. 

JMoney.  The  city  of  New  York  has  just  borrow- 
ed 200,000  dollars  at per  cent.  It  was  taken  up 
immediately — one  house  took  more  than  half  the 
amount. 

Counterfeiting.  A fellow  has  been  arrested  in 
the  state  of  New  York,  having  in  his  possession 
about  800,000  dollars  in  counterfeit  and  spurious 
bills,  chiefly  of  the  banks  in  the  city  of  New  York. 
He  was  on  his  way  from  the  great  manufacturing  es- 
tablishment in  Canada,  to  distribute  his  stock  in  the 
departments. 

From  Missouri.  The  Indians  above  the  Council 
Bluffs,  have  lately  attacked  a party  of  traders,  one 
of  whom  they  killed,  and  wounded  three  others. 
Captain  Magee,  of  the  rifle  corps,  was  sent  in  pur- 
suit of  them.  The  Indians  are  supposed  to  be  the 
Aricareas,  or  Riccareas. 

From  Mackinaro.  By  the  arrival  of  the  steam ^ 
boat  Walk-in-the-water  at  Buffalo,  letters  to  the 
20th  of  June  have  been  received  from  Mackinaw, 
which  confirm  the  intelligence  which  we  sometime 
since  communicated  of  the  hostile  movements  of 
certain  Jndiansin  the  North  West.  We  learn  that 
“a  letter  was  received  some  short  time  since  at 
Chicago,  from  major  Maiston,  commanding  fort 
Armstrong.  It  appears  that  the  express  Communi- 
cation has  been  cut  off,  and  that  the  major  availed, 
himself  of  a Sack  Indian  to  communicate  with  ma- 
jor Baker,  at  Chicago.  He  states  that  two  of  hi» 
men  had  been  killed  by  the  Indian^ — that  they  had 
attempted  to  cut  off  his  provisions,  boats,  &c.,  but 
failed — that  they  had  made  something  like  a regu- 
lar attack  upon  the  fort  but  were  repulsed.  His 
command  was  too  small  to  think  of  leaving  the  fort 
in  presence  of  the  enemy.  He,  had  applied  tc^ 
colonel  Leavenworth  for  aid,  but  the  colonel’s  com- 
mand was  too  small  to  afford  any. 

“ The  fact  is  that  great  apprehensions  are  enter- 
tained for  the  safety  of  all  the  posts  west  of  Greeii 
Bay  and  Chicago.  There  are  so  few  men  at  these 
places  that  it  must  be  a great  temptation  to  those 
Indians,  who,  no  doubt,  view  with  concern  the  ra- 
pid strides  we  are  making  in  their  country. 

“ There  are  some  three  or  four  hundred  Indians 
at  this  port,  on  their  way  to  Drummond’s  Island,  for 
the  purpose  of  receiving  pre.sents  from  their  great 
father,  George  IV.  I am  told  they  receive  annually 
from  g40  to  50,000  worth  of  goods  from  the  British 
officers  at  that  place.” 

J*hiladelphia,  July  5.  Thomas  Bigeloxv,  attorney 
at  laiv,  convicted  on  Thursday  last,  in  the  mayor’s 
court  in  this  city,  of  a conspiracy,  with  others,  to 
cheat  and  defraud  Benjamin  and  Ellis  Clark  of  six 
gold  watches,  was  this  morning  brought  to  the  bar, 
and  sentenced  “to  pay  a fine  of  seven  hundred 
dollars,  and  to  be  imprisoned  at  hard  labor  for  the 
j term  of  three  years.” 
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(^To  make  amends  for  so  great  a monopoly  of 
this  sheet  by  Mr.  Sergeant's  speech,  we  shall  give 
our  readers  a supplemeni  next  week  to  conclude  it, 
so  that  the  regular  number  will  be  left  open  for 
other  matter. 

Chimes  and  punishments.  We  have  briefly  notic- 
ed the  execution  Peregrine  Hutton  and  Morris  JV. 
It.  Hull,  for  the  murder  of  John  Heaps,  late  carrier 
of  the  United  States  mail,  pursuant  to  the  sentence 
of  Baltimore  county  court.  I hey  had  not  been 
arraigned  under  the  laws  of  the  United  States  for 
robbing  the  mail — but  were  condemned  under  those 
of  the  state  of  Maryland  for  the  punishment  of  mur- 
der; and,  if  they  had  escaped  from  the  latter,  would 
have  been  liable  to  a prosecution  under  the  former. 

jMany  recent  circumstances  appertaining-  to  the 
case  of  those  persons,  have  given  rise  to  much  seve- 
rity of  remark  in  Baltimore,  as  well  as  brought 
down  upon  us  a general  censure  from  the  citi/iens 
of  other  cities  and  states.  We  have  nothing  to  of- 
fer in  excuse,  but  a mistaken  zeal  in  some  to  do 
good,  and  that  the  acts  of  a few  should  not  be  re- 
garded as  those  of  the  many;  and  to  express  our 
belief  that  the  sentiment  on  this  occasion  will 

not  only  prevent  a repetition  of  the  excesses  brief- 
ly noticed  below,  but  also  cheek  the  publishei’s  of 
newspapers  in  lending  tiieir  aid  to  give  notoriety 
to  them,  if  they  should  occur. 

It  is  generally  known,  that  Hutton  and  Hull  de- 
liberately digested  a plan  to  rob  the  great  eastern 
mail — that  they  Succeeded  and  basely  murdered 


ed  that  he  would  be  baptized  at  a certain  time  stat-^ 
ed;  but  the  slierifi'  refused  his  ultimate  assent,  and 
the  rite  was  performed  in  the  jail-yard-,  whereupon, 
an  account  of  the  reception  of  **Mister  Peregrine 
Hutton”  into  the  church  was  proclaimed,  with  the 
names  of  the  clergymen  who  did  thus  or  did  that, 
as  if  it  were  a mutter  of  mighty  importance  to  th;j 
public  to  know  all  about  it,  The  fashion  l»ad  chang*^ 
ed — It  was  now  Hutton,  and  not  Hull,  that  was  of- 
fered to  the  jTublic  tenderness. 

The  newspapers  teemed  with  many  imprudent 
articles;  and,  as  if  to  cap  the  whole  scene  of  indis- 
cretion, the  following  notice  appeared  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  execution: 

“Notice.  The  sAerz^having  granted  permission 
to  the  Third  Baptist  Church  to  haVe  liie  body  of 
MU.  HUTTON  decently  interred,  after  his  execu- 
tion — 

J\'otice  it:  therefore  given,  that  tlie  funeral  pro- 
cession will  move  from  the  prison  gate  at  6 o’clock 
this  evening;  his  reVdives  Vviil  walk  next  to  the 
corpse;  then  the  members  of  the  Third  Baptist 
Church,  as  mourners,  tvYO  and  two;  members  of  the 
other  Baptist  churches  are  invited  to  follow  next, 
two  and  two;  then  members  of  other  religious  de- 
nominations, and  citizens  generally,  are  requested 
to  follow  in  the  same  order.  When  the  procession 
arrives  at  the  place  of  interment,  the  usual  religious 
service  will  be  performed  by  the  attending  mmis- 
ters.” 

And  so  it  was,  that  a few  persona  did  assemble 
and  form  a procession;  at  which  it  was  given  out 
the  driver  after  they  had  tied  him  to  a tree,  and,  of  1 that  a funeral  sermon  would  be  preached  on  the 
Course,  after  every  thing  like  resistance  on  his  part  deceased;  and  it  was  preached  on  the  evening  of 


must  have  ceased — that  they  wure  arrested  and  con 
fessed  their  guilt,  the  facts  being  so  strong  against 
them  that  it  was  in  vain  to  deny  it,  and  that  they 
were  condemned  to  suffer  death  for  their  terrible 
ofl'ences  against  the  laws  of  God  and  man* 

When  tne  horror  excited  by  their  misdeeds  had 
a little  subsided,  and  the  mangled  body  of  poor 
Heaps  no  longer  presented  itself  to  the  agonized 
imagination,  astong  effort  was  made  upon  the  pub- 
lic sensibility  in  favor  oillull.  His  youth  was  off  ered 
in  excuse  of  his  offences— he  was  said  not  to  be  the 
principal  in  the  affair,  his  respectable  father  was 
eommisserated;  the  governor  of  Maryland  was  peti 
tinned  (not  only  by  citizens  of  this  state,  but  by 
■many  women  and  others  of  a neighboring  state),  to 
commute  his  punishment  to  confinement  for  life  in 
the  penitentiary;  letters  were  written  by  him,  or  for 
him,  and  published  in  the  newspapers,  to  sliew 
how  repentant  he  was— and,  so  grfeat  was  the  noise 
made  about  him,  that  he  appears  almost  until 
his  last  moment  to  have  indulged  the  belief  that 
he  would  be  spared.  But  while  all  tlijs  was  doing 
for  Hall,  his  colleague,  Hutton,  was  regarded  as  an 
incorrigible  villain  and  given  up  to  despair,  except 
in  the  pious  exhortations  of  a few  who  rightfully  cal- 
led him  to  preparation  for  death. 

But,  suddenly,  Hutton  came  into  repute — he  too 
wrote  letters,  or  had  them  written,  like  a saint,  which 
were  extensively  published.  He  desired  to  be  bap 
tised,  according  to  the  forms  of  the  Baptist  church 
leave  was  asked  and  seemingly  obtained  to  perform 
the  ceremony  in  a stream  of  water  which  washes  the 
bounds  of  the  jail,  and  it  was  pompously  announc 
■ Yni..  XV,liK 2Cr. 


the  succeeding  Sunday ! 

We  were  almost  enough  provoked  by  tfiese  pro- 
ceedings to  record  all  the  papers  belonging  to  this 
matter,  that  they  might  serve  as  a beacon  for  the 
future;  and  perhaps,  would  have  given  the  whole 
of  them,  but  on  account  of  the  pre-engagement  of 
this  and  several  subsequent  sheets  of  the  Regis- 
ter. But  these  sketches  may  suffice,  with  the  sim- 
ple addition  that,  during  their  imprisonment,  those 
criminals  “fared  sumptuously  every  day,”  being 
profusely  supplied  with  the  greatest  delicacies, 
though  it  is  probable  that  a thousand  worthy  per- 
sons in  this  city  were  at  the  same  time  stinted  for 
the  necessaries  of  life — that  they  were  buried  in 
costly  cotfins  and  in  church  grounds,  though  the 
bodies  of  hundreds  of  honest  men  are  every  year 
boxed  up  roughly  and  consigned  to  the  “Potter’s 
field,”  without  ceremony. 

I almost  fear  to  trust  myself  to  comment  on  these 
things,  according  to  tlmr  merits.  The  great  object 
of  the  punishment  of  Hutton  and  Hull  was  mate- 
rially defeated  by  them.  If  any  persons  every  justly 
suffered  death,  those  persons  rightfully  died.  If  the 
one  half  of  what  is  believed  to  be  true  respecting 
either,  especially  Hutton,  is  their  career  ought 
to  have  been  stopped  longago.  Hutton’s  life  appeal's 
to  have  been  a succession  of  crimes  of  the  blackest 
dye;  and  Hull,;though  blessed  with  a kind  and  re- 
spectable father,  (with  whom  I solemnly  sympa- 
thize), seems  to  have  been  about  a.s  bad  a charac- 
ter as  any  of  his  years  that  I have  heard  of.  They 
have  now  ceased  their  depredations — and,  repent- 
ing of  sin,  I hope  they  h<ave  bnen  redee,me4  to  iiie; 
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but  I trust  that  such  scenes  will  never  be  repeated, 
as  if  to  shew  that  a viQ.lation  of  the  most  sacred 
laws  and  an  exit  on  the  gibbet,  was  amongi  the  best 
roads  to  a blessed  estate  hereafter.  It  was  the  man- 
ner in  which  these  things  were  done  that  has  given 
so  much  olfence  to  society,  and  caused  so  many 
virtuous  persons  to  recollect  the  famous  saying  of 
Henry,  of  France— “Heaven  preserve  me  from  my 
friends;jas  to  my  enemies,  I can  take  care  of  them  for 
myself;”  in  the  belief  that  the  indiscretions  of  tae 
friends  of  religion  are  often  more  difficult  to  ward 
cif  than  the  open  attacks  of  its  enemies. 


Irish  Antiquities. 

A histoiy  of  Ireland,  under  the  title  of  Chro- 
nicles of  lilla’d,  by  the  celebrated  Roger  O’Connor, 
has  been  announced  for  publication.  It  commences 
from  the  eariiesfe.po'uit  of  time,  which  is  recorded 
by  the  invention  of  letters,  with  a traditionary  por- 
tion, which  was  the  work  of  Eolus,  prince  of  the 
Gael  of  Sciot  of  Ib-er,  who  ruled  in  Gael-ag  1400 
years  before  Christ.  It  is  asserted  in  the  prospectus 
that,  from  the  time  of  Eolus,  the  chronicles  were 
written  by  the  Ard  Olam  of  the  Irish  nation,  till  the 
days  of  Ete-Er-Ial,  chief  king  in  Er-i,  678  years  be- 
fore Christ;  and  that,  from  the  reign  of  Ete-Er-Ial, 
they  liave  been  compiled  by  every  Ard-Olam  of 
Ulla’d,  and  submitted  to  the  kings,  princes,  nobles 
and  chiefs  of  the  01am,  or  heads  of  the  people, 
assembled  on  the  mount  of  Ulla’d,  once  every  third 
year,  to  transact  the  business  of  the  kingdom.  It 
is,  therefore,  asserted  that  in  these  chronicles  is  to 
be  found  the  authentic  history  of  Ireland,  from  the 
year  1806  before  the  Christian  era,  to  the  birth  of 
Ciirist;  and  that  the  writings  hitherto  imposed  on. 
the  world  as  histories  of  Ireland,  are  compilations 
from  the  rhapsodies  of  bards,  full  of  anachronisms 
and  misrepresentations  of  facts — the  contemptible 
poetry  of  history,  pieced  together  by  ignorant  men. 

These  Chronicles  (says  the  editor)  describe  the 
mode  of  keeping  time  by  our  forefathers,  and  their 
luni-solar  system.  I’hey  correct  errors  respecting 
the  language  and  religion  of  the  Irish,  and  clearly 
show  the  former  to  oe  Phoenician,  the  latter  not 
Druidic.  They  correspond  exactly  with  the  tradi- 
tions of  the  Hebrews  concerning  the  overthrow  of 
tlie  Scythian  dominion  in  Asia,  and  the  establish- 
ment of  Eis-oir  (the  Assyrian)  on  their  ruin;  and 
they  record  the  building  of  Babylon  and  Nineveh. 
They  represent  Noe,  Japheth  and  Gog  in  new  cha- 
racters, and  explain  the  passage  of  Genesis,  which 
says,  “That  the  beginning  of  the  kingdom  was 
Babel,  &c.  in  the  land  of  Shenar;  out  of  that  land 
went  forth  Asher,  and  builded  Nineveh.”  The 
Chronicles  strip  the  events  of  the  figurative  dress 
in  which  the  Hebrews  have  decked  them,  whilst 
they  give  the  true  original  names  of  the  Ganges, 
Tygris,  Euphrates,  Euxine,  Caspian,  Caucasus,  Ar- 
menia, Colchis,  Iberia,  Albania,  Phoenicia,  Egypt 
and  Spain;  and  of  all  places  in  Galicia,  They  also 
describe  the  commerce  of  the  Phoenicians,  with  the 
southern  parts  of  Britain,  and  mark  the  period 
when  the  isles  of  Sicily  were  separated  from  the 
main  land.  They  confirm  the  accuracy  of  the  tra- 
ditions  of  the  Hebrews  as  to  the  colonization  of  tlie 
isles  of  the  Gentiles  by  the  posterity  oi'  Japheth; 
and  they  set  at  rest  other  important  and  curious 
matters,  too  numerous  for  brief  anticipation. 

The  editor  states  that  he  relies  with  confidence 
on  the  fidelity  of  his  materials;  and  deeming  them 
authentic  records,  he  has  not  stepped  out  of  his  way 
into  the  pathe  of  controversy;  but  that  when  this 


curious  piece  of  antiquity  is  attacked,  he  will  not 
decline  the  combat  with  all  who  are  inclined  to  en- 
ter the  lists  of  literary  w'arfare.  The  work  v.uli 
be  illustrated  by  nuips  and  other  engravings. 


Penobscot  Indians. 

rno^r  the  eostox  gazette,  .iuey  11, 

On  Friday  last,  the  lieutenant-governor  of  the 
Penobscot  Indians,  and  their  cbiefs,  axTived  in  Pon- 
land  on  a visit,  and  were  introduced  to  the  govenu>r 
and  council  in  the  senate  chamber,  A large  num- 
ber of  citizens  were  present  at  the  interview  be- 
tween these  sons  of  the  forest  and  the  new  govern- 
ment of  Maine.  The  governor  addressed  the  chiefs 
substantially  as  follows: 

Brothers — Our  chiefs  no  longer  reside  at  Boston; 
this  is  a convenience  to  you,  as  well  as  to  us;  we 
are  now  pleased  to  have  you  come  among  us;  we 
have  many  things  to  say  to  } ou;  and  we  expect  you 
have  also  much  to  say  to  us. 

The  persons  who  set  with  me,  to  advise  me  wiuU 
to  say  to  you,  are  your  friends;  they  will  see  that  you 
have  every  thing  which  has  been  promised  you. 

Your  fathers  were  our  friends;  a long  time  since 
they  helped  us  to  drive  away  the  red  coats;  and  'we 
shall  always  remember  them. 

The  last  war  you  did  riglit;  you  took  no  part;  we 
did  not  ask  you  to  help  us,  because  we  ourselves 
were  strong  enough. 

We  liave  many  things  to  say  to  your  chiefs,  when 
you  are  ready  to  hear  us.  We  have  chosen  colonel. 
Lewis  to  talk  for  us,  with  whom  you  are  acquainted, 
who  is  one  of  our  chiefs,  and  who  is  your  friend, 
as  wellTis  ours;  you  can  believe  every  thing  he  says 
to  you. 

We  shall  now  consider  you  as  our  children;  you 
will  have  everything  from  us,  if  you  request  it, 
which  our  friends  at  Boston  promised  you,  but  you 
must  say  to  them,  you  depend  on  us  alone. 

¥/e  now  wish  to  hear  you  talk;  we  shall  attend  to 
what  you  say;  we  hope  you  have  no  complaints  to 
make;  if  you  have  any  they  shall  be  attended  to. 

The  lieutenant-governor  replied  through  an  in- 
terpreter: 

“I  thank  your  honor  for  the  good  you  say.  You 
see  us  well  to-day.  Christ  is  our  Saviour  as  yours. 
He  is  the.  same  to  us  all — no  difference  of  color. ' 
The  same  heaven  is  for  the  black  men  and  the  white 
men. 

One  thing  in  particular  I wisli  to  say  to-day. 
Perhaps  we  get  nothing  for  it.  The  white  people 
take  the  fish  in  the  river  so  that  they  no  g'et  up  to 
us.  They  take  them  with  wares— they  take  them 
with  dip  net.  They  are  all  gone  before  they  can 
get  to  us.  The  Indians  get  none.  If  you  can  stop 
them,  so  that  we  can  get  fish  too,  we  be  very  glad. 

There  is  another  thing,  our  hunting  privilege.  T^ie 
white  men  come  and  spoil  all  the  game.  They  catch 
all  the  young  ones  and  the  old  ones  too.  We  take 
the  old  ones  and  leave  the  young  ones  till^they  grow 
bigger,  and  are  worth  more.  We  wish  the  white 
men  t6  be  stopped  from  hunting.  They  take  the 
timber;  they  have  teams  and  oxen  to  haul  the  trees. 
Indians  have  no  teams,  no  oxen  to  haul  timber.  We 
wish  your  government  to  stop  the  white  men  from 
hunting — put  their  traps  in  their  chests.  Let  the 
wliite  men  have  the  timber  and  the  Indians  have 
the  game. 

You  see  us  now  here  very  poor.  If  we  were  not 
poor  you  would  see  us  better  dressed.  We  want 
you  to  give  us  something,  so  when  you  see  us  again 
you  will  know  us — Perhaps  a hat,  or  shoes,  or  some 
powder  and  shot. 
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One  word  more.  We  want  a new  agent.  You 
have  a new  governm'cnt,  a new  state.  We  want 
you  to  give  us  a new  agent. 

We  hear  that  a new  treaty  will  be  made;  we  want 
to  know  when  your  chiefs  come  from  Portland  to 
make  a new  treaty.  We  want  to  tell  our  people, 
so  that  they  may  be  ready  to  receive  your  people.” 
To  which  the  governor  made  the  following  re- 
ply 

“ Brothers — We  have  heard  with  attention,  what 
you  have  said  to  us;  our  opinions  agree  witli  yours, 
that  our  Great  Father  is  the  same;  we  hope  and  we 
constantly  pray,  that  you,  as  well  as  ourselves,  may 
so  conduct  as  will  be  most  pleasing  to  him. 

What  you  have  said  about  the  wares,  the  dip- 
nets,  and  hedges,  down  the  Penobscot  Bay,  and  the 
injury  they  have  done  your  fishery,  will  be  attend- 
ed to;  we  hope  they  will  not  be  much  longer  a 
subject  of  complaint;  when  the  white  people  are 
as  well  informed  on  this  subject  as  you  are,  these 
obstructions  will  disappear. 

W e are  sorry  to  be  informed  that  the  white  peo- 
ple interfere  v/ith  your  hunting;  because  it  is  not  in 
our  power  to  prevent  it.  You  say  the  white  people 
can  haul  timber;  so  caw  you:  if  they  have  oxen  to 
do  this,  you  can  obtain  oxen  also^  and  you  will  em- 
ploy them  much  better  than  they  do,  if  you  will 
plough  your  grounds  and  become  good  farmers. 

You  say  a new  state  sliould  have  a new  agent;  to 
this  we  have  no  objections — our  wish  is  that  you 
should  be  satisfied,  and  that  the  agent  should  be 
your  friend,  as  well  as  ours. 

Col.  Lewis,  with  whom  you  are  all  acquainted, 
will  be  at  Bangor  on  Tuesday,  the  15th  of  August; 
he  wishes  your  governor  to  be  there  with  all  bis 
writings  at  that  time;  there  will  be  mucli  to  do, 
which  will  tlicre  be  stated  to  hin>,  and  which  your 
governor  will  be  pleased  with. 

You  request  something  from  us,  that,  v/heh  we 
see  you  again;  we  may  know  you.  We  comply  with 
your  request,  as  we  wish  always  to  remember  3mm; 
and  that  you  should  know  and  remember  us  as  3mur 
friends.  General  Cony,  who  has  provided  for  your 
accommodation,  will  attend  to  }'Our  request.” 

A dinner  was  provided  for  them  by  the  governoi’, 
and  we  understand  they  did  not  depart  empty- 
lianded;  and  it  is  further  understood  that  medals 
"will  be  sent  to  the  chiefs  by  the  agent. 

The  Penobscot  tribe  consists  now  of  about  360 
souls.  They  own  four  townships  of  land,  and  some 
islands  in  Penobscot  river;  their  village  is  Indian 
Old  Totvn,  composed  of  huts  and  log  houses  irre- 
gularly built.  'I’hey  have  heretofore  received  a 
sum  of  money  from  Massachusetts  for  their  sup- 
port, which  will  be  continued  to  *them  under  the 
new  government. 
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From  late  London  papers. 

The  British  revenue,  in  the  last  year,  compared 
with  the  preceding,  was  short  in  the  sum  of  509,603 
pounds  sterling. 

A bank  has  lately  failed  in  the  county  of  Hertford, 
whose  outstanding  debts  are  said  to  be  more  than 
Z.40,000;  and  whose  assets  in  hand  are  said  to  be  a 
tandem,  horses,  two  hunters,  and  seven  pair  of 
stays! 

The  frequent  sale  of  tvlves  im  F.ngland,  would 
justify  an  Jlmeriean  traveller,  according  to  the  lex 
talionis,  to  say,  in  a tour  througli  that  countr\% — 
“Every  Englishman  sells  his  wife,  in  the  public 
market,  \vitb  a halter  round  her  neck;  the  general 


price  is  about  5s.  and  the  parties  then  adjourn  to 
a tavern  and  get  drunk  on  the  money.”  l-ake  the 
following  as  an  illustiaition: 

London^  May  14.  One  of  those  disgraceful  and 
demoralizing  exhibitions,  the  sale  of  n wife,  was 
witnessed  at  Canterbury  the  last  m.arket  day.  A 
laboring  man,  (or  rather  brute),  brought  Ids  rib,  a 
buxom  young  woman,  into  the  market  place,  with  a 
halter  round  her  neck,  and  a wliite  cockade  in  her 
bosom,  ofiering  her  to  the  highest  bidder;  but  most 
of  the  cognoscenti  happened  to  be  sellers,  and  she 
was  knocked  down  at  length  for  five  shdiings, 
which  sum  the  seller,  puvcliaser,  and  purchased, 
drank  out  at  a neighboring  ale  house  before  part- 
ing. 

King’s  court.  His  majesty  recently  held  a court 
at  his  palace  in  Pall-mall,  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of 
receiving  addresses  of  condolence  and  congmatula- 
tion.  A deputation  from  the  societ3^  of  Friends, 
commonly  called  Quakers,  of  England,  with  an  ad- 
dress on  the  demise  of  the  late  king,  and  on  the 
accession  of  his  majesty  to  the  tlirone,  expressive 
of  their  attachment  to  his  person  and  government, 
were  introduced  into  the  presence  of  the  sovereis^’n 
on  his  throne,  to  present  their  address,  wb.ich  had 
been  agreed  upon  at  a general  meeting  on  the  6th 
of  March  last,  ihe  address  was  read  by  Joseph 
Foster,  to  which  the  king’  returned  an  appropriate 
answer.  'I'he  deputation  was  most  graciously  re- 
ceived. It  is  a remarkable  circumstance  that  T. 
Howard,  one  of  the  above  deputation,  waited  upon 
the  late  king,  in  the  }mar  1760,  with  an  address 
upon  his  accession  to  the  throne.  When  the  de- 
putation of  the  society  of  Friends  arrived  at  the 
palace,  they  were  proceeding  to  the  presence 
chamber  with  their  lurts  on,  i’he  a.ttenclants,  not 
being  exactly  prepared  for  a dilem.ma  of  this  kind, 
were  for  a minute  or  two  at  a loss  how  to  act,  fwr 
the  wortiw  addressers  paid  no  attention  to  the  re- 
peated verbal  hints  which  were  given  to  them  as 
the}^  passed  along,  and  an  unpleasant  predicament 
appeared  inevitable,  when  a yeoman  porter,  more 
acute  of  apprehension  than  his  fellows,  ventured 
the  expedient  of  removing  the  beaver  from  the 
head  of  one  of  the  principal  Friends  with  liis  own 
hands.  The  operation  was  submitted  to  without  a 
murmur,  and  the  whole  deputation  being  speedily 
uncovered  in  the  same  way,  they  passed  on  to  the 
presence  of  the  sovereign,  \_London paper. 

FRAXCE. 

The  report  of  the  French  academy  of  science,  on 
its  transactions  during  the  year  1819,  contains  the 
following  statements: 

'I'he  population  of  Paris  amounts  to  714,000 — the 
number  of  non-domicilated  or  casual  inhabitants,  is 
24,000;  the  mean  number  of  annual  births,  21,000 — 
the  proportion  of  bo3^s  to  girls,  in  the  birth.s,  as  25 
to  24;  the  number  of  households,  225.000:  70,000 
oxen  are  annually  consumed  in  the  capital — 9,000 
cows — 78,000  calves — 34,000  sheep — 72,000  hogs— 
74,000,000  eggs — 900,000  pigeons — 1,200,000  chic- 
kens. 

A Frenchman,  who  had  long  inhabited  Cochin 
China,  where  lie  had  attained  to  the  rank  of  manda- 
rin, has  arrived  at  Bordeaux.  He  obtained  the  per- 
mission of  the  Cochin  China  government  to  re-visit 
his  native  country. 

spAm. 

The  sum  of  14,000  has  been  raised  at  Havana 
for  the  relief  of  the  widows  and  orphans  of  the  per- 
sons who  fell  in  the  massacre  at  Cadiz. 

J'he  king  has  declared  himself  ‘ifirst  soldier  o f the 
nation.”  The  country  seems  to  he  full  of  libera! 
! sentiments.  The,  pres.s  is  mare  than  free,  and  the 
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pnesls  “quote  scripture”  in  favor  of  tlie  constitu- 
tion. 

PORTUGAI.. 

Lord  Lcresford,  or,  in  other  words,  “his  excel- 
lency the  rnarslLii-general,  marquis  of  Campo-ina- 
jor,”  lias  sailed  from  Portugal  lor  liio  Janeiro.  Pre- 
vious to  his  departure,  lie  addressed  a general  or- 
der to  the  army,  announcing  his  determination  to 
“present  himself  in  the  royal  presence.”  From  this 
order,  we  are  led  to  believe,  that  this  visit  to  the 
B.^aziis  arises  li-om  the  derangement  of  the  kingless 
kingdom.  One  of  his  objects  is  “to  niake  all  possi- 
ble exertions  to  ameliorate  the  state  of  pay  and  al- 
lowances, whidi  unfortunate  circumstances  have 
caused  to  be  so  much  in  arrear,  and  by  which  delay 
of  payment  his  excellency  knows  and  laments  the 
].'rivarions  which  many  excellent  and  deserving  of- 
ficers have  suiiered;  and,  on  this  point,  he  doubts 
not  that  hi,s  majesty,  with  his  accustomed  regard  to 
his  arnrv,  will  make  decisive  arrangements.” 

“The  supreme  command  of  the  army,  during  the 
absence  of  his  excellency,  will  be  lodged  with  the 
most  excellent  lieutenant  general,  Francisco  de 
Paula  Leite,”  Com,  Adv. 

ITALY. 

Sir  Rumplirey  Davy  has  had  great  success  inbin- 
rolling the  manuscripts  of  Herculaneum  and  Pom- 
peii. In  a short  time  the  contents  of  each  roll  will 
be  known,  as  well  as  its  title,  wdncii  is  generally 
found  in  the  interior. 

CAPE  OP  GOOD  HOPE, 

The  British  appear  to  be  much  Interested  in  the 
formation  of  an  extensive  colony  at  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope.  Many  settlers  have  already  arrived  there, 
aiui,  from  appearances,  will  do  well.  No  doubt,  it 
may  soon  be  a strong  Nourishing  colony;  and,  per- 
baijs,  in  time,  become  an  independent  state.  It  is, 
however,  the  determination  of  the  British  govern- 
ment to  suspend  fiuther  aid  to  emigration  to  this 
country  until  the  success  of  the  present  settlers  is 
ascertained. 

BRAZIL. 

A late  London  paper  announces  a new  ■work 
respecting  tliis  extensive  country,  entitled-— “The 
travels  of  prince  Maximilian,  in  the  years  1815, 1816 
and  1817,”  It  is  represented  as  giving  a very  in- 
teresting account  of  this  kingdom,  the  prince  hav- 
ing passed  through  many  regions  heretofore  un- 
known to  European  travellers. 

south  ameiuca. 

It  appears  tliat  Brion  has  been  compelled  to  aban- 
don Uio  de  la  Haehe,  after  destroying  the  to-wn 
and  forts. 

The  constitution  was  proclaimed  at  Carthagena 
on  the  lOtliof  June,  with  great  rejoicing.s,  and  in 
tlic  palace  hitherto  occupied  by  the  hiquisition. 
The  vice-roy  w^as  reduced  to  tlie  rank  of  lieut, 
gen.  without  any  command.  The  former  command- 
ant of  the  troops  was  compelled  to  leave  the  coun- 
try. 

A late  letter  from  Cadiz  says — “Seven  ships  of 
war  are  uow  fitting  out  in  this  harbor,  and  will  sail 
about  the  first  week  in  May,  for  the  purpose  of 
carrying  out  deputies  to  different  parts  of  South 
America.  It  is  understood  that  the  milder  weapons 
of  negociation  and  of  expostulation  will  be  tried 
before  recourse  is  had  to  arms. 

Bucuos  Ayres. — Captain  Sutton,  who  has  arrived 
at  Portsmouth,  N.  H.  from  Buenos  Ayres,  left  that 
])Iace  on  the  10th  of  May.  He  informs,  that  Buenos 
Ayres  had  long  been  in  a state  of  commotion,  from 
the  conflicting  interests  of  the  different  chiefs.  Tlie 
government  had  been  five  times  changed  during 
his  stay  there.  Pueyrredon,  wlio  had  governed  for 


a length  of  time,  had,  a month  before,  left  that: 
place  for  Monte  Video,  with  a large  property — Ar- 
tigas  declaring  he  would  not  make  peace  while  he 
was  in  office.  I^mirez  and  Carrera,  the  mountain 
generals,  who  commanded  1500  or  2000  troops,  had, 
a few  days  before,  taken  possession  of  Buenos  Ay- 
res, and  thrown  Sarratea,  the  governor,  in  prison. 
A stop  was,  in  consequence,  put  to  all  kinds  of 
busine.ss,  and  the  inhabitants  were  fast  quitting  the 
[)lace.  Thirty  families  removed  to  Monte  Ahdeo 
three  da}^s  before  captain  Sutton  sailed. 


CHRONICLE. 

“ Going-goinr^-gone.’^  Many  banks,  too  tedious  to 
mention,  are  “shutting  up  shop” — leaving  the  little 
circle  in  which  their  notes  were  received  in  a state 
of  loonderment  that  a bank  should  break!  Good  bye 
to  them.  Begotten  in  iniquity,  they  have  died  in 
corruption.  In  a few  years  more,  there  is  some 
prospect  that  bank  bills  will  feg’ain  their  character, 
provided,  nevertheless,  we  can  guard  against  coun- 
terfeited and  altered  notes.  Except  the  introduce 
tion  of  slavery  by  the  “mother  country,”  they  have 
been  nearly  the  greatest  curse  which  has  afflicted' 
our  land.  But^tlie  misery  of  the  thing  is,  that  the 
fellows  who  ought,  perhaps,  to  suffer  on  the  gallows 
for  banking  frauds,  are  those  who  live  in  palaces' 
and  at  ease. 

Tlie  cashier  of  the  New-IIampshlre  bank,  at 
Portsmouth,  appears  to  have  made  a deficit  of 

§42,000  79.  So  we  go Moral  principle  seems 

to  have  sunk  beneath  giant  peculation  and  fraud. 

‘'Patriots!^’  The  brig  Wilson,  alias  Bolivar,  &c. 
commanded  by  capt.  Almeida,  et  alias,  and  appa- 
rently having  several  flags,  Buenos  Ayrean,  Aiti- 
gan,  Venezuelian,  et  alias — by  which  a Spanish 
ship  bound  to  Baltimore  was  recently  captured 
on  our  coast,  was  lately  off  Charleston  waiting" 
for  men.  Information  of  the  fact  being  given, 
lieutenant  McCluuie,  of  the  United  States  schoon- 
er Bevenge,  happily  arrested  a sloop  load  of  her 
intended  crew,  and  they  were  lodged  in  jail,  to- 
gether with  a person  calling  liimself  Job  Weeden 
and  reported  to  be  the  .surgeon  of  the  privateer. — 
After  tills  service,  lieut.  McClunie,in  theEevenge, 
accompanied  by  the  revenue  cutter  Gallatin,  having' 
on  board  a detachment  of  U.  S.  artillerists,  proceed- 
ed to  sea  to  arrest  the  privateer  and  her  pi*ize,  the 
Santiago — but  returned  without  being  able  to  come 
up  with  them. 

The  “patriot”  brig  General  Ramirez,  has  been 
captured  off' the  southern  coast  and  carried  into 
Savannali,  by  the  U.  S.  revenue  cutter  Dallas.  This 
vessel  is  a prize  to  a privateer,  and  had  on  board 
280s/«T>es,  mounted  10  guns  and  was  manned  with 
28  men. She  liadjnot  any  papers — the  purpose 
of  her  commander  was,  no  doubt,  to  smuggle  the 
slaves  ashore.  Her  crew  have  been  deposited  in 
jail.  This  is  the  vessel  by  whom  young  Coppin- 
ger,  son  of  the  governor  of  St.  Augustine,  was  taken 
out  of  an  American  vessel — of  whom  we  have  the 
following  account  from  a Charleston  paper  of  the 
5th  inst. 

“A  gentleman  who  arrived  at  this  port  yesterday 
from  St.  Augustine,  informs  us,  that  a few  days  pre- 
vious to  his  sailing,  a patriot  privateer  touched  at  St. 
Augustine,  having  on  board  Mr.  Coppinger,  son  of 
the  governor  of  the  latter  place,  who  was  forcibly 
taken  out  of  the  scln*.  Mary,  a short  time  since,  on 
her  passage  from  this  port  for  Matanzas.  The 
commander  of  the  privateer  made  the  fact  of  his 
son  being  on  board,  known  to  the  governor,  and 
required  a supply  of  provisions  and  water,  as  aeon- 
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lition  of  his  release.  Gov.  Coppinger  refused  com- 
plying-  with  the  request,  calling-  the  commander 
and  his  crew,  at  the  same  time,  a band  of  bucca- 
neers, who  vvere  unworthy  of  any  assistance.  It 
v/as  finally,  through  the  humane  exertions  of  the 
above  gentlemen  who  furnished  us  with  these  par- 
riculars,  that  young  Mr.  Coppinger  obtained  his 
freedom.” 

Slave  traders.  Eighteen  persons,  which  belonged 
to  the  slave  vessels  sent  into  New-York  by  the  Cy- 
ane,  have  arrived  at  Boston,  in  a merchant  vessel, 
under  charge  of  a midshipman,  and  were  delivered 
into  the  custody  of  the  marshal.  They  are  chiefly 
foreigners  and  of  several  nations.  The  captain  of  the 
Endymion,  however,  is  an  American,  named  An- 
drews, and  a midshipman  in  the  navy.  The  Cyane 
had  not  made  any  new  captures. 

Pivacij.  James  Chase,  convicted  of  piracy  at 
Charleston,  was  hung  there  a few  days  since,  pur- 
suant to  his  senteitce. 

Leu'isy  a person  famous  for  his  robberies  and  es- 
capes from  prison  in  Pennsylvania,  has  been  taken 
and  lodged  in  the  jail  of  Centre  county.  He  and 
his  associate,  Connelly,  were  fired  upon  by  a party 
resolved  to  take  them:  the  latter  was  killed,  and 
Lewis  himself  badly  wounded. 

Flour,  at  Lisbon,  g5  per  barrel,  by  retail ! I’he 
crop  of  wheat,  in  the  United  States,  never  was 
nearly  so  large  as  in  the  present  year,  and  tiiat  of 
corn  is  more  promising  than  ever  known:  the  value 
of  a home  market  will  be  seen,  felt,  and  understood 
by  our  farmers. 

J\Iasonic.  Daniel  D.  Tomkins,  vice  president  of 
the  United  States,  was  recently  inducted  into  the 
office  of  ‘Most  Worshipful  Grand  Master  of  the  state 
of  New  York.'  The  ceremony  was  performed  by 
the  Most  Worshipful  Past  Grand  Master  of  Masons, 
gen.  Jacob  Morton. 

St.  Paul’s  churchy  Boston. — 34  pews  in  this  new 
church,  on  the  ground  floor,  were  sold  for  ^21,862, 
an  average  of  about  615  dollars  each;  and  10  in  the 
gallery  at  about  150  each. 

Specie.  It  is  said,  and  we  think  with  probability, 
that  there  never  was  more  specie  in  the  United 
States  than  at  this  present  time. 

Fine  arts.  Rembrandt  Peale,  of  Baltimore,  to 
whose  pencil  we  have  been  indebted  for  several 
exquisite  pieces,  is  irow  employed  on  a picture,  24 
feet  by  15,  the  subject  of  which  is  the  “Court  of 
Death,”  from  bishop  Porteus’  poem. 

Walker’s  Dictionary.  The  Incorporated  Society 
of  Teachers  of  the  city  of  New-York,  (says  a paper 
of  that  place),  have  adopted  Walkers  dictionary  as 
their  standard  of  English  pronunciation.  John- 
son’s orthography  and  Walker’s  pronunciation  will 
doubtless  become  the  universal  standard  of  English 
literature. 

Pensioners.  About  one  hundred  aged  soldiers  of 
the  revolution  assembled  at  New-Haven,  Con.  on 
the  5th  inst.  to  make  application  for  pensions.  The 
court  seemed  at  first  resolv^l  to  charge  them  ^4.75 
each,  for  the  necessary  papers,  to  be  paid  for  before- 
hand. It  was  impossible  for  many  to  comply  with 
this  requisition.  Public  opinion  came  to  the  aid  of 
the  veterans,  and  finally  the  judges,  sheriff,  clerk, 
8tc.  all  resigned  the  fees  to  which  they  appeared  to 
be  legally  entitled. 

Baltimore  inspections.  Among  the  articles  inspect- 
ed at  Baltimore,  during  the  quarter  which  ended 
on  the  30th  June  ult.,  were  108,846  bbis  , and  3,917 
half  bbls.  wheat  flour,  and  1,531  casks  Indian  meal; 
30,156  bbls.  herrings,  and  7,137  do.  shad;  1,136 
hhds,  and  9,086  bbls.  dorne.stic  liquors. 


Maryland  penitentiary — 254  mules  and  55  females, 
are  at  present  confined  in  this  establishment,  va- 
riously employed  in  weaving,  cordwaining,  hatting, 
&c. 

Direct  taxes.  By  a taw  passed  at  the  late  session 
of  congress,  the  lands  and  tenements  sold  for  tlie 
United  States’  direct  taxes  of  1815  and  1816,  and 
bought  in  for  the  United  Stall  s,  may  be  redeemed  un- 
til the  30th  June,  182 1,  by  payment  of  the  antount 
of  the  purchase  money,  and  an  interest  of  twenty 
per  cent,  per  annum  thereon. 

Public  lands.  At  a late  sale  of  public  lands  at 
Huntsville,  it  is  stated  that  a very  extensive  combi- 
nation of  individuals  was  formed  to  keep  down  the 
price;  and  that  after  several  lots  had  been  sold  it 
was  discovered  by  the  register  and  receiver,  who 
then  stopped  the  sale — to  the  great  disappointment 
of  Some  \5/orthy  persons  who  intended  to  purchase 
for  actual  settlement,  and  not  for  speculation.  The 
circumstance  seems  to  have  caused  much  excite- 
ment at  Hnntsville. 

J'faval  Order.  Tlie  navy  department  has  given 
notice,  that  all  midshipmen  whose  warrants  bear 
date  previous  to  the  first  of  January,  1814,  who  in  - 
tend to  be  candidates  for  promotion,  are  required 
to  report  themselves  to  the  department  before  the 
first  day  of  October  next,  that  they  may  attend  an 
examination,  which  will  take  place  at  New-York, 
on  Monday,  the  9th  day  of  that  month. 

J\'avy  charitable  association.  We  understand, 
(says  the  New' -York  Mercantile  Advertisei-),  that  a 
convention  of  deleg-ates  from  the  officers  of  the 
navy  and  marine  corps  on  the  different  stations, 
met  on  board  the  United  States’  ship  Washington, 
in  tins  harbor,  on  the  4th  inst.  agreeably  to  previ- 
ous arraiigements,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  au 
association  for  the  relief  and  support  of  the  families 
of  deceased  officers.  There  were  present  com. 
Isaac  Chauncey,  capt.  Samuel  Evans,  master  comdt. 
Alexander  J.  Dallas  and  William  B.  Shubrick,  lieut. 
comdt.  Isaac  M’Keever,  Dr.  Samuel  R.  Marshall, 
and  Rev,  Cheever  Felch.  Commodore  Chauncey 
was  elected  president  and  Mr.  Joseph  Watson  se- 
cretary. After  discussing  the  general  principles 
which  should  be  adopted.  Dr.  Marshal!,  It.  conidt. 
M’Keever,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Felch,  were  appointed 
a committee  to  draft  a constitution  for  the  govern- 
ment of  this  institution.  The  convention  then  ad- 
journed to  the  13th  inst.  On  that  day  the  com- 
mittee reported  progress,  and,  after  discussing* 
some  points,  the  convention  adjourned  to  the  I4tit 
inst.  to  give  th-e  committee  time  to  perform  the 
duties  assigned  it.  Several  delegates  have  been 
prevented  attending  by  ill  health  and  other  cause?. 
But  the  convention  has  before  it  the  expressions  of 
the  views  of  the  officers  on  the  home  stations,  an.d 
from  the  Mediterranean. 

Banks.  From  the  Cioiumbus,  (O.)  Monitor,  July 
1. — “Hitherto,  the  banks,  one  by  one,  and  two  at 
once,  have  been  sliding  down  the  current  of  obli- 
vion; but  now,  at  once,  the  whole  of  the  non-specie 
paying  banks  have  withered  before  the  magic  touch 
of  specie.  The  bank  in  this  town  has  resumed 
specie  payments;  and  nearly  all  the  paper,  thatvuas 
in  circulation  here,  is  shat  out  of  bank,  and  sunkiu 
value. 

It  is  instructing,  if  not  gratifying,  to  witness  the 
revolutions  of  THijras  as  well  as  of  men.  A few 
years  since,  a small  pile  of  specie  laid  on  the  coun- 
ter of  a banking  house,  was  like  the  deit}'  of  Midas, 
that  turned  whole  bundles  of  rags  into  gold  and 
silver'  But  now  this  same  metallic  rod  is  “the  spear 
of  It.huriel,  which  makes  every  [rag]  return  of 
force  to  its  own  likeness,” 
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Maine.  This  new  state  has  quietly  proceeded  to 
the  business  of  her  new'  sovereig'nty,  and  many  acts 
have  passed  lier  leg-islature  suited  to  her  condition. 
Massachusetts,  too,  without  bustle,  isre-orpi'anizing 
her  family,  so  far  as  it  has  been  affected  by  the  loss 
of  Maine.  It  is  sweet  to  notice  the  occurrence  of 
events  so  favorable  to  the  great  first  principles  of 
republicanism. 

Tiik  Rogeukexs.  Me-iv  London^  June  29.  We 
are  informed  that  a contagious  disorder  is  now  rag- 
ing among  the  sect  known  by  the  name  of  Roge- 
rcen  Quakers  in  Grotan.  Already  several  have  died, 
and  among  them  the  celebrated  Timothy  Water- 
man, their  chief  eldein  The  principles  of  their  re- 
ligion do  not  ailow'^  them  to  avail  themselves  of  the 
experience  of  physicians,  or  of  medicines,  to  effect 
a cure.  As  a specimen  of  their  mode  of  proceed- 
ing in  case  of  sickness,  we  give  an  anecdote  relat- 
ed to  us  by  a respectable  gentleman.  A few  weeks 
since  oiie  of  the  members  of  the  society  being  taken 
sick,  the  elder  paid  her  a visit — and  after  looking 
around  him,  gave  it  as  his  opinion  that  her  sickness 
was  sent  upon  her  as  a punishment  for  her  pride. 
He  immediately  suggested,  as  the  only  means  to  pre- 
serve her  life,  that  an  elegant  clock  that  w^as  stand- 
ing in  the  room,  should  be  taken  down,  and  the 
room  should  be  stripped  of  its  elegant  mouldings, 
which  w'as  immediately^done.  A shorttime  after  tlie 
eider  made  another  call,  and  found  the  patient  still 
lower~he  then  decided  she  was  not  yet  sufficiently 
humble,  and  the  poor  clock  was  brought  down  from 
the  garret,  stove  in  pieces  and  burnt!  The  woman 
died.  The  next  week  Timothy  hiniself  was  taken  . 
sick — he  refused  all  medical  aid,  and  died  in  the 
firm  belief  of  the  truth  of  his  principles  of  religion. 
The  society  of  whicli  he  was  a member,  contains, 
we  believe,  130  persons,  and  is  fast  increasing. — 
They  neither  bear  arms  nor  vote — they  pay  their 
taxes  cheerfully — having  nothing  to  do  with  courts 
of  law,  and  are  a peaceable  and  industrious  people, 
rnamifacUiriiig  ail  their  own  clothing  of  every  de- 
scription. 

We  understand  that  tlie  select  men  of  Groton, 
with  a view  to  prevent  the  further  extension  of  the 
disease,  are  consulting  on  the  propriety  and  expe- 
diency of  removing  the  sick  to  Mason’s  island,  on 
the  south  shore  of  the  town. 

PHESBYTERIAN  CHURCH. 

The  genered  assembly  of  the  Presbyterian  church,  in 

the  United  States,  to  the  churches  midcr  their  care; 

Whereas  it  is  the  duty  of  all  men  to  acknowledge 
Goi)  in  allthe  dis'pensations  of  his  providence,^  and  it 
is  peculiai  i y in.cumbent  on  Christians  to  observe  the 
ways  of  Div  ine  goodness,  and  the  dealings  of  Gob 
fo  his  church;  U hereas,  m the  present  mixt  state 
of  -.tilings,  wherein  mer-cies  and  judgments  are 
mysteriously  mingled  in  the  administrations  ofPro- 
vidence,  tho  e is,  in  the  most  afflictive  circumstan- 
ces, imicii  ciuise  for  thanksgiving  and  praise;  and 
in  the  highest  prosperity  much  reason  for  Immilia- 
lion  and  mourning:  And  U'hereas,  in  the  present 
day,there  are  many  remarkable  traits  in  the  charac- 
ter of  Divine  Providence,  calling  for  particular  ob- 
servation., and  many  events  in  the  church  that  may 
well  engage  the  most  serious  attention  of  every 
Christian;  especially,  it  has  pleased  Gob  to  visit 
our  country  with  great  and  unexampled  pecuniary 
embarrassments,  deeply  affecting  the  condition 
of  all  classes  of  persons,  and  the  interests  of  the 
various  institutions  of  pious  benevolence  among 
ns,  and  at  tlie  same  time  to  fill  our  land  with  abun- 
dance of  food  for  man  and  beast:  as  it  has  also 


pleased  Him  to  pour  out  his  Holy  Spirit  on  many 
parts  of  Zion,  and  to  cause,  as  we  hope,  a great  in- 
gathering of  souls,  and  yet  to  leave  many  parts  un- 
visited, to  allow  divisions  and  jealousies  still  to  pre- 
vail among  the  professed  disciples  of  the  Lord— r 
therefore. 

It  is  recommended  to  all  the  churches  under  pur 
care,  to  set  apart  the  last  Thursday  in  August  next, 
as  a day  of  humiliation,  thanksgiving  and  prayer,  par- 
ticularly to  observe  the  ways  of  Providence  and  the 
dispensations  of  grace;  to  abstain  from  all  unneces- 
sary labor  and  wordly  care  on  that  day;  to  assemble 
in  their  places  of  worship,  and  with  united  heart 
and  voice  to  render  thanksgiving  to  almighty  Goi> 
for  the  blessings  of  Ins  Providence,  and  for  the  ef- 
fusion of  his  Holy  Spirit;  and  also,  to  humble  them- 
selves before  him  for  their  sins;  to  beseech  him  to 
overrule  the  dispensation  of  his  Providence  for  his 
own  glory,  the  g'ood  of  the  church,  and  the  prospe- 
rity of  our  common  country;  and  to  plead  with  Him 
that  he  may  visit  his  church  in  the  fullness  of  his 
mercy;  may  heal  all  divisions,  remove  every  cause 
of  off'eirce,  banish  all  error,  and  so  give  efficacy  to 
the  word  of  truth,  that  every  where  Christians  may 
be  edified  and  strengthened,  may  walk  together  in 
love,  and  in  all  things  adorn  the  doctrine  of  our 
Saviour;  and  that  those  who  are  afar'%ff  may  be 
brought  nigh  by  the  blood  of  Christ,  and  the  whole 
earth  be  filled  with  the  knowledge  of  Gob. 

Signed  by  order  of  the  general  assembly, 

JOHN  M’DOWELL,  Moderator. 

Philadelphia,  June  1, 182Q, 

GENERAL  ORBERS, 

Head  quarters,  Portland,  (Majne,)  June  20,  J820. 

Fellow  soldiers!  Connected  for  many  years  past, 
in  the  performance  of  military  duty  with  many  of 
you,  and  now,  by  the  suffrages  of  my  fellow  citi- 
zens, associated  withyop  all,  it  is  peculiarly  proper 
that  I should  address  you  on  the  present  occasion. 
Our  constitution  has  been  framed  and  adopted  with 
uncommon  unanimity;  invidious  and  improper  ex- 
emptions are  no  longer  tolerated,  which  will,  no 
doubt,  animate  you  with  new  zeal  in  the  discharge 
of  your  duty  as  citizen  soldiers. 

Having  an  extensive  and  exposed  sea  coast,  and 
a territory  bordering  to  the  north  and  the  east  upon 
the  possessions  of  a foreign  power,  with  whom,  I 
trust,  we  shall,  on  our  part,  ever  cultivate  friendly- 
relations,  but  with  whom  we  have  more  than  once 
been  in  a state  of  hostility,  you  cannot  be  too  strong- 
ly impressed  with  the  importance  of  the  services 
which  you  may  be  called  upon  to  render  to  your 
country.  Wbile  we  rely  with  confidence  upon  the 
govcri\ment  of  the  United  States  for  general  pro- 
tection and  defence,  the  militia  must  ever  be  con- 
sidered as  constituting’  our  main  pillar  of  security, 
on  all  sudden  emergencies;  as  standing  armies  are 
equally  opposed  to  the  genius  of  our  government, 
and  the  feelings  and  interests  of  the  people. 

Relying  on  your  good  conduct,  spirit  and  disci- 
pline, I flatter  myself  that  you  will  not  permit  your- 
selves to  suffer  in  comparison  with  the  troops  of 
any  part  of  our  country.  I request  you,  fellow- 
soldiers,  to  be  assured  of  my  exertions  in  promot- 
ing the  best  interests  of  the  militia,  and  of  my  par- 
ticular attention  to  every  meritorious  officer;  while, 
on  the  other  hand,  it  will  be  my  object  to  see  that 
the  laws  are  promptly  executed,  where  the  charac- 
ter of  the  officer  is  not  honorably  supported. 

WILLIAM  KING. 

Samuel  Cont,  AdjiitavJ^geneval. 
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Missouri  Question. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  SERGEANT,  (OF  PENN.) 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  ItEPIlESENTATIVES. 

The  question  betuve  the  committee  was  on  ag'ree- 
>i;g  to  the  following’ amendment ; 

'‘‘And  sJiaii  ordain  and  establish  that  there  shall 
be  neither  slavery  nor  involuntary  servitude  in  the 
said  state,  otherwise  than  in  the  punishment  of 
crimes,  whereof  the  party  shall  have  been  duly 
convicted.  Provided  always,  that  any  person  escap- 
ing- into  the  same,  from  whom  labor  or  service  is 
lawfully  claimed  in  any  other  StElte,  such  fugitive 
may  be  lawfully  reclaimed  and  conveyed  to  the 
person  claiming  his  or  her  labor  or  service  as  afore- 
said. And  provided  also,  that  the  said  provision 
.shall  not  be  construed  to  alter  the  condition  or  civil 
rights  of  any  person  now  held  to  service  or  labor 
in  the  said  territory.” 

Mil.  CuAiaaiAN  : The  important  question  now  be- 
fiore  the  committee,  has  already  engaged  the  best 
talents  and  commanded  the  deepest  attention  of  the 
nation.  What  the  people  strongly  feel,  it  is  natu- 
ral that  they  should  freely  express;  and  whether 
this  is  done  by  pampldets  and  essays,  by  the  reso- 
lutions of  meetings  of  citizens,  or  by  the  votes  of 
state  legislatures,  it  is  equally  legitimate,  and  en- 
titled to  respect,  as  the  voice  of  the  public,  upon  a 
great  and  intere.sting  public  measure.  'I'he  free 
expression  of  opinion,  is  one  of  the  rights  guaran- 
teed  by  the  constitution;  and,  in  a government  like 
ours,  it  is  an  invaluable  right.  It  has  not,  therefore, 
been  without  some  surprise  and  concern,  that  I 
have  heard  it  complained  of,  and  even  censured,  in 
this  debate.  One  member  suggests  to  us  that,  in 
the  excitement  which  prevails,  he  discerns  the  ef- 
forts of  what  he  has  termed  aw  “expiring  party,” 
aiming  to  re-establish  itself  in  the  possession  of 
power,  and  has  spoken  of  a “juggler  behind  the 
scene.”  He  surely  has  not  reflected  upon  the 
magnitude  of  the  principle  contended  for,  or  he 
would  have  perceived  at  once  the  utter  insignifi- 
cance of  all  objects  of  factiou.s  and  party  contest, 
when  compared  with  the  mighty  interests  it  in- 
volves. It  concerns  ages  to  come,  and  millions  to 
be  born.  We  who  are  here,  our  dissentions  and 
conflicts. are  nothing,  absolutely  nothing,  in  the 
comparison:  and  I cannot  well  conceive,  that  any 
man  who  is  capable  of  raising  his  view  to  the  ele- 
vation of  this  great  question,  could  suddenly  bring 
it  down  to  the  low  and  paltry  consideration  of  par- 
ty interests  and  party  motives. 

Another  member,  (Mr.  M‘Lane),  taking,  indeed, 
a more  liberal  ground,  has  warned  us  against  ambi- 
tious and  designing  men,  who,  he  thinks,  will  al- 
ways be  ready  to  avail  themselves  of  occasions  of 
popular  excitement,  to  mount  into  power  upon  the 
ruin  of  our  g’overnment,  and  the  destruction  of  our 
liberties.  Sir,  I am  not  afraid  of  what  is  called 
popular  excitement — all  history  teaches  us,  that 
revolutions  are  not  the  work  of  men,  but  of  time 
and  circumstances,  and  alpngtrain  of  preparation. 
Men  do  not  produce  them;  they  are  brought  on  by 
corruption — they  are  generated  in  the  quiet  and 
stillness  of  apathy,  and  to  my  mind  nothing  could 
p>resent  a more  friglitful  indication,  than  public 
indifl'erence  to  such  a question  as  this.  It  is  not 
by  vigorously  maintaining' great  moral  and  political 
principles  in  tlieir  purity,  that  we  incur  the  dan- 
ger. If  gentlemen  are  sincerely  desirous  to  per- 
petuate the  blessings  of  that  free  constitution  un- 
der which  we  live,  I -would  advise  them  to  apply 
their  exertions  to  the  ])reservation  of  public  and 
private  virtue,  upon  which  its  existence,  I had  al- 


most said  entirely,  depends.  As  long  as  this  is  pre  • 
served,  we  have  nothing- to  fear.  When  this  shall  be 
lost — when  luxury  and  vice  and  corruption,  siiall 
have  usurped  its  place,  then,  indeed,  a governniGut 
resting  upon  the  peojiie  for  its  support,  must  totlti* 
and  decay,  or  yield  to  the  designs  of  ambitious  and 
aspiring  men. 

Another  member,  the  gentleman  to  whom  the 
committee  hud  lately  listened  with  so  much  atten- 
tion, (Mr.  Clay),  after  depicting,  forcibly  and  elo- 
quently, what  he  deemed  the  probable  consequen- 
ces of  the  proposed  arhendment,  appealed  em- 
phaticallyto  Pennsylvania,  “the  unambitious  Penn- 
.syivania,  the  key-stone  of  the  federal  arch,”  whe- 
ther she  would  concur  in  a measure  calculated  to 
disturb  the  peace  of  the  union.  Sir,  tins  Was  a 
single  ax’ch;  it  is  rapidly  becoming  a combination 
of  arches,  and  where  the  centre  now  is,  whether 
in  Kentucky  or  Pennsylvania,  or  where  at  any  given 
time  it  will  be,  might  lie  very  difficult  to  tell.  Penn- 
sylvania may  indeed  be  styled  “unambitious,”  for 
slie  has  not  been  anxious  for  what  are  commonly 
deemed  honors  and  distinctions,  nor  eager  to  dis- 
play her  weight  and  importance  in  the  affairs  of 
the  nation.  She  has,  nevertheless,  felt,  and  still 
does  feel,  her  responsibility  to  the  union,  and  un- 
der a just  sense  of  her  duty,  has  always  been  faith- 
fill  to  its  interests, “—under  every  vicissitude,  and 
in  every  exig-ency.  But  Pennsylvania  fe^is  als'o  a 
high  responsibility  to  a great  moral  principle, 
which  she  has  long  ago  adopted  with  tlie  most  im- 
pressive solemnity,  for  the  rule  of  her  own  conduct, 
and  which  she  stands  bound  to  assert  and  maintain, 
wherever  her  inlluence  and  power  can  be  applied, 
without  injury  to  the  just  rights  of  her  sister  states. 
It  is  this  principle,  and  this  alone,  that  now  go- 
verns  her  coiiduct.  She  holds  it  too  sacred  to  suf- 
fer it  to  be  debased  by  association  with  any  party 
or  factious  views,  and  she  will  pursue  it  with  the 
singleness  of  heart,  and  with  the  firm  but  unoffenil- 
ing  temper  which  belong  to  a conscientious  dis- 
charge of  duty,  and  wbicli,  i hope  I may  say,  have 
characterized  her  conduct  in  all  her  relations.  If 
any  one  desire  to  know  what  this  principle  is,  he 
shall  hear  it  in  the  lajiguage  of  Pennsylvania  her- 
self, as  contained  in  the  preamble  to  her  act  of  abo- 
lition, passed  in  the  year  1780.  I read  it,  not  with- 
out feelings  of  sincere  satisfaction,  as  abridged  by 
a foreign  writer,  with  his  introductory  remark.  (2 
Belsham,  23,  memoirs  of  Geo.  3.) 

“It  affords  a grateful  relief  from  the  sensations 
which  oppress  the  mind  in  lisitening  to  the  tale 
of  human  folly  and  wretchedness,  to  revert  to 
an  act  of  the  most  exalted  philanthropy,  passed 
about  this  period  by  the  legislature  of  Pennsyl- 
vania,  to  the  following  purport:”  “When  we 
contemplate  our  abhorrence  of  that  condition,  to 
which  the  arms  and  tyranny  of  Great  Britain  were 
exerted  to  reduce  us,  when  we  look  back  on  the 
variety  of  dangers  to  which  we  have  been  ex];osed, 
and  deliverances  wrought,  wlien  even  hope  and 
fortitude  have  become  unequal  to  the  conflict,  we 
conceive  it  to  be  our  duty,  and  rejoice  that  it  is  in 
our  power,  to  extend*a  portion  of  that  freedom  to 
others  which  hath  been  extended  to  us,  to  add 
one  more  step  to  universal  civilization,  by  remov 
ing,  as  much  as  possible,  the.  sorrows  of  those  who 
have  lived  in  undesei’ved  bondage.  Wes^ned  by  a 
long  coui'se  of  experience  from  those  nra-row  pre- 
judices and  par'iiaiities  we  had  imbibed,  we  con- 
ceive ourselves,  at  this  particular  period,  called 
upon,  by  the  blessing’s  we  have  received,  to  mani- 
fest the  sincerity  of  our  profession.  In  justice, 
therefore,  to  persons  who,  having  no  prospect  bt> 


NILES’  REGISTEIWULY  22,  1820— MISSOURI  QUESTION. 


-f;3  i 


iore  them,  whereon  they  may  rest  their  sorrows 
and  their  hopes,  have  no  reasonable  inducement  to 
render  that  service  to  society  which  otherwise  they 
might;  and  also  in  commemoration  of  our  own  hap- 
py  deliverance  from  that  state  of  ukconditiokal 
to  which  we  were  doomed  by  the  ty- 
raiuiy  of  Britain;  Be  it  enacted,  that  no  child  born 
liereufter  shall  be  a slave,  See.”  In  this  manner  did 
Pennsylvania  express  her  thankfulness  for  the  de- 
liverance that  had  been  wrought  for  lier,  and  I am 
coniident  she  will  never  incur  the  sin  and  the  dan- 
ger of  ingi'atitude. 

Stedfastlyas  Pennsylvania  holds  the  position  here 
taken,  she  will  not  officiously  obtrude  her  opinions 
upon  her  sister  states.  One  of  the  grounds  of  her 
Tejoicing,  and  one  of  the  causes  of  her  gratitude, 
was,  that  “she  had  it  in  her  power  to  abolish  slave- 
ry.” She  will  not,  in  this  re.spect,  presume  to  judge 
for  others,  though  she  will  rejoice  if  they  too 
ishould  have  the  power  and  feel  the  inclination. 
But,  whenever  the  question  presents  itself,  in  a 
case  where  she  has  a right  to  judge,  I trust  she 
will  be  true  to  her  own  principles,  and  do  her  duty. 
8tich  I take  to  be  the  case  now  before  tlie  com- 
mittee. 

The  proposed  amendment  presents  for  consi- 
deration three  questions:  that  of  the  constitutional 
■power  of  congress,  that  which  arises  out  of  the 
treaty  of  cession,  anol,  finally,  that  which  is  termed 
the  question  of  expediency.  I begtlie  indulgence 
of  the  committee  while  I endeavor  to  examine  them' 
in  tlie  order  stated. 

L We  are  about  to  lay  the  foundation  of  a new 
state,  beyond  the  Mississippi,  and  to  admit  that 
State'  into  the  union.  The  proposition  contained 
in  the  amendment  is,  im substance,  to  enter  into  a 
compact  with  the  new  state,  at  her  formation,  which 
shall  establish  a fundamental  principle  of  her  go- 
vernment, not  to  be  changed  without  the  consent  of 
both  parties;  and  this  principle  is,  that  every,  human 
being  bom  or  h.ereafler  brought  -mithin  the  state,  shall 
be  free, 

‘fhe  only  questions  under  the  constitution  seem 
■£0  me  to  be,  whether  the  parties  are  cpin]ietent  to 
jnake  a compact,  and  whether  they  can  make  such 
a compact  ? If  they  cannot,  it  must  be  either  for 
v/aiit  of  power  in  the  parties  to  contract,  or  from  the 
nature  of  the  sabject. 

It  cannot,  at  t'lis  time  of  day,  be  denied,  that  the 
United  States  have  power  to  contract  with  a state, 
nor  that  a state  has  power  tp  contract  with  the 
United  States.  It  has  been  the  uniform  and  undis- 
puted practice,  both  before  and  since  tl^e  adoption 
f.f  the  constitution.  There  are  numerous  instances 
of  cessions  of  territpry,  or  claim.s  to  territory,  by 
states,  to  the  union.  By  New-York,  in  1781;  by 
Virginia,  in  1784  and  in  1788;  by  Massachusetts, 
in  1785;  by  Connecticut,  in  1786;  by  South  Caro 
lina,  in  1787;  by  North  Carolina,  in  1790;  and  by 
Jieorgia,  in  1802.  '1  he  la.st  mentioned  cession  is 

t!ie  more  retharkubie,  because  it  was  made  by  a 
forpia-l  agreement  between  tlie  United  States  and 
Ucorgia,  in  whicli  the  stipulations  on  each  side  are 
luted  in  the  same  manner  and  with  the  like  solem- 
jiity,  as  in  contracts  with  individuals.  No  doubt 
They  were  considered  to  be,  and  really  are,  of 
pv'pia]  efficacy, 

There  is  one  instance  of  a cession  of  territory  by 
United  States  tp  a state—that  to  Pennsylvania,  iii 
September,  17^8,  in  which  also  there  are  mutual 
ptipulations. 

Eacli  of  these  instance.^,  is  a case  of  rnntual  com- 
pact, by  which  there  was  a surrender  of  a portion 
'bx  and  sovereigutyj  on  the  part  of  the  re- 


spective states;  by  which,  too,  there  were  terms 
mutually  agreed  upon.  The  most  striking  is  that 
from  Virginia,  which  I shall  have  occasion  to  refer 
to  hereafter,  and  that  from  Georgia,  becau.se  they 
both  contain  conditions  operating  as  a restraint 
upon  the  legislative  authority  of  the  United  sitates, 
binding  and  adhering  to  the  ceded  territory,  and 
fixing  the  terms  and  conditions  of  its  future  govern- 
ment. So,  when  the  United  States,  soon  after  tiie 
state  of  Louisiana  was  admitted  into  the  union,  en- 
larged the  territory  of  that  state  by  a cession,  it  was 
done  upon  conditions,  which  thenceforth  became 
obligatory  upon  the  state, 

These  instances  are  sufficient  to  show  that  the 
United  States,  and  a state,  are  competent  to  make 
a binding  compact.  Indeed  it  is  impossible  that 
any  man  should  doubt  it.  The  states  have  capacity 
to  contract  with  each  other,  so  far  as  they  are  not  re- 
strained by  the  constitution.  In  1785  a compact  was 
made  between  Pennsylvania  and  Virginia.  There 
was  a compact  betw^een  Pennsylvania  and  New- 
Jersey,  and  between  South  Carolina  and  Geo'rg'ia. 
The  only  restraint  in  the  constitution,  (art.  1,  sec! 
10,  ciauge  2),  is  that  which  prohibits  states  from 
entering  into  any  agreement  or  compact  with  eacli 
other,  or  with  a foreign  power,  without  the  consent 
of  congress;  and  this  prohibition,  from  its  very  na- 
ture, admits  that  they  may  enter  into  such  compacts 
or  agreements  with  the  United  States. 

The  states  have  apapacity  to  contract  even  with 
individuals,  and  in  so  doing  tp  part  with  a portioii 
of  their  legislative  power.  This  is  the  case  where- 
ever  a charter  of  incorporation  is  granted,  by  which 
rights  of  property  become  vested.  During  the  pe- 
riod of  the  charter,  the  subject  is  beyond  the  con- 
trol of  the  legislative  authority,  w'hich  is  so  far  sus- 
pended or  extinguished  by  the  grant.  The  United 
States  have  dene  the  same  thing,  and  wdth  the  like 
effect. 

If  it  be  competent  to  the  United  States  to  con- 
tract with  an  old  state,  it  seems  to  follow  of  course, 
that  it  has  a competency  to  contract  with  a new 
one.  The  admission  of  the  state  is  itself  a compact, 
as  the  constitution  of  the  United  States  was  a com- 
pact between  the  existing  states;  and  it  wou|d  be 
difficult  to  fissign  any  good  reason,  why,  upon  the 
admission  of  a new  state  to  a participation  in  the 
privileges  and  j?enelits  of  the  union,  such  terms 
might  not  be  proposed  and  insisted  upon  as  the  ge- 
neral welfare  should  seem  tp  require;  as  the  stipula- 
tion, whatever  it  may  be,  derives  its  binding  efficacy 
from  the  assent  of  the  state,  which  its  sovereignty, 
or  qualified  sovereignty,  enables  it  to  give,  a new 
state  is  as  competent  as  an  old  one.  Indeed,  thp 
possession  and  the  exercise  of  this  power  are  ne- 
cessary to  enable  the  United  States  to  execute  the 
contracts  they  may  enter  into,  with  any  state  of  the 
union,  upon  receiving  from  it  a cession  of  territory, 
wherever  siich  cession  is  accompanied,  as  it  usually 
has  been,  with  terms  upon  the  part  of  the  ceding 
state,  applying  to  and  intended  to  bind  the  ten’ito- 
ry  ceded. 

Accordingly,  no  new  state  (unless  formed  out  of 
an  old  one)  has  ever  been  admitted  into  the  union, 
but  upon  terms  agreed  upon  by  compact,  and  irre- 
vocable without  the  consent  of  all  the  parties.  The 
states  formed  out  of  the  North-AVest  territory, 
(Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illinois,)  have  been  made  sub- 
ject, as  a fundamental  law  of  their  government,  to 
the  terms  of  the  ordinance  of  1787,  including  the 
very  condition  now  jiroposed  for  Missouri.  The 
stales  of  Mississippi  and  Alabama,  formed  out  of 
the  territory  ceded  by  Georgia,  have  been  su!)joct~ 
ed  to  all  the  proyisipiis  of  the  except 
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Uie  one  which  regards  slavery,  and  that  was  ex- 
pressly excluded  by  the  terms  of  the  cession.  The 
Mate  of  Louisiana,  the  only  one  yet  formed  out  of 
the  territory  acquired  from  France,  has  been,  in 
3ike  manner,  admitted  upon  terms;  different,  it  is 
true,  from  those  which  have  been  required  from 
-the  ’other  states,  but  still  such  terms  as  congress 
4hougiit  applicable  to  her  situation,  and  such  as  are 
sufficient  to  demonstrate  the  extent  of  the  autho- 
rity  possessed  by  the  United  States.  Even  in  tne 
/!^ill  now  under  consideration,  certain  pi-o positions, 

' as  they  are  styled,  are  offered  to  the  free  accept- 
ance  of  Missouri,  but  if  accepted,  they  are  to  be 
•forever  binding  upon  her. 

Tims,  it  appears,  that  a new  state  may  contract; 
and  it  is  essential  that  it  should  be  so,  for  her  own 
sake  as  well  as  for  the  sake  of  tlie  union.  It  re 
wiains,  then,  to  enquire,  whether  the  stipulation 
proposed  in  the  amendment,  is,  on  account  of  the 
iature  of  the  subject,  such  an  one  as  it  is  beyond 
the  power  of  a state  to  enter  intoi  It  has  already 
|t>eeu  remarked,  that  a state,  at  the  moment  of  its 
formation,  is  as  entirely  sovereign,  and  as  capable 
of  making  a binding  contract,  as  at  any  future  pe- 
riod. 'I'he  real  question,  therefore,  is,  whether  it 
is  beyond  the  power  of  any  state  in  this  union,  for 
.any  consideration  whatever,  to  bind  itself  by  a 
.compact  with  a state,  or  with  the  United  States, 
to  prohibit  slavery  witiiin  its  borders  ^ I’e  suppose 
fo,  seems  to  impute  a want  of  sovereign  powp, 
-which  could  only  arise  from  its  being  parted  with 
by  the  constitution,  and  this  1 think  can  scarcely 
be  affirmed.  But  I do  not  mean  to  anticipate,  as 
jny  object  at  present  is  to  follow  the  practice  of  the 
government. 

^ In  this  view,  the  ordinance  of  IT'S?,  respecting 
the  North-West  territory,  and  the  history  of  the 
Mates  formed  under  it,  are  eminently  deserving  of 
consideration  and  respect.  'I'his  ordinance  was 
formed  upon  great  deliberation.  It  was  intended 
to  regulate  the  government  of  the  territory;  to 
provide  for  its  division  into  stales,  and  for  their 
admission  into  the  union;  and  to  establish  certain 
great  pi’inciples,  which  should  become  the  funda- 
mental law  of  the  states  to  be  formed.  In  its  ter- 
ritorial condition,  it  was  subject  to  the  exclusive 
jurisdiction  of  congress,  to  be  exercised  by  the 
ordinary  process  of  legislation.  But  it  was  one  of 
the  terms  of  the  cession  by  Virginia  to  the  U.  States, 
•that  this  territory,  as  it  became  peopled,  should  be 
divided  into  states,  and  that  these  states  should  be 
admitted  into  the  union,  “upon  an  equal  footing  in 
»U  respects  with  fhe  original  states.”  We  shall  now 
see  how  the  fulfilment  of  this  engagement  was  ef- 
iected.  After  providing  for  the  territorial  govern- 
ment, the  ordinance  proceeds  as  follows.  “And  for 
extending  the  fundamental  principles  of  civil  and 
religious  liberty,  which  form  the  basis  whereon 
these  republics,  their  laws  and  constitutions  are 
erected;  to  fix  and  establish  those  principles  as  the 
basis  of  all  laws,  constitutions  and  governments, 
■which forever  hereafter  shall  be  formed  in  the  said 
territory;  to  provide,  also,  for  the  establishment  of 
states,  and  permanent  government  therein,  and  for 
theii'  admission  to  a share  in  the  federal  councils  on 
an  equal  footing  with  the  originrd  states,  at  as  early 
periods  as  may  be  consistent  with  the  general  in- 
terest— It  is  hereby  ordained  and  declared,  that 
the  following  articles  shall  be  considered  as  articles 
of  compact^  between  the  original  states  and  the 
people  and  states  in  the  said  territory,  forever 
remain  unalterable  unless  by  common  consent”  Tiien 
follow  the  several  articles,  of  which  the  sixtli  de- 
“that  there  shall  be  neither  ala'i^ery  nor  iu- 


voluntary  servitude,”  &c.  nfth  article  provides 
expressly,  that  “the  OoTiMitution  and  government 
(of  the  states)Jso  to  be  formed,  shall  be  republican, 
and  in  conformity  to  the  principles  contained  in 
these  articles.”  When  the  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
and  Illinois,  respectively,  applied  for  admission, 
they  were  admitted  upon  the  express  condition  that 
their  constitutions  should  be  republican,,  and  in 
conformity  to  the  ordinance  of  1787.  They  assent- 
ed to  the  condition,  and  were  admitted  “upon  an 
equal  footing  with  the  original  states.” 

i am  aware  that  all  this  has  been  pronounced, 
rashly  I think,  to  be  an  usurpation.  The  term 
does  not  well  apply,  at  this  time  of  day,  after,  the 
repeated  sanction  of  every  kind  which  the  ordi- 
nance has  received.  In  truth,  if  there  be  any  thing 
in  our  legislative  history,  which  is  entitled  to  our 
affection  for  the  motives  in  which  it  originated;  to 
our  veneration  for  the  authority  by  which  it  is  sup- 
ported; to  our  respect  for  the  principles  embodied 
in  it,  it  is  the  ordinance  of  1787.  But  the  charge 
oi  usurpation  is  in  every  sense  inapplicable,  for  tlie 
efficacy  of  the  contract  arises  from  the  assent  of  the 
state  to  the  conditions  proposed  as  the  terms  of  her 
admission. 

But  this  ordinance  is  entitled  to  still  higher  con  - 
sideration. It  was  a solemn  compact  between  tfie 
existing  states,  and  it  cannot  be  doubted,  that  its 
adoption  had  a great  influence  in  bi'inging  about 
the  good  understanding  that  finally  prevailed  in  the 
convention,  upon  several  points  which  had  been  at- 
tended with  the  greatest  difficulty.  It  passed  on 
the  13th  July,  1787,  while  the  convention  that 
framed  the  constitution  was  in  session.  Froip  the 
minutes  of  that  body,  lately  published,  it  will  be 
seen,  that  the  two  most  important  and  difficult 
points  to  adjust,  were  those  of  the  admissiou  of 
states,  and  the  slave  represention.  Tliis  ordinance 
finally  adjusted  both  the  matters,  as  far  as  con- 
cerned a// the  territories  then  belonging  to  the  United 
States,  and  was  therefore  eminently  calculated  to 
quiet  the  minds  of  the  advocates  of  freedom;  tore- 
move  their  objections  to  the  principle  of  slave  re- 
presentation, and  to  secure  their  assent  to  the  in- 
strument which  contained  that  principle,  by  limit- 
ing its  operation  to  the  existing  states.  It  is  not 
to  be  questioned,  that  this  ordinance,  unanimousi}^ 
adopted,  and,  as  it  were,  fixing  ah  unchangeable 
basis  by  common  consent,  iiad  a most  powerful  in- 
fluence in  bi’inging  about  the  adoption  of  the  con- 
stitution. It  is  a part  of  the  groundwork  of  the 
constitution  itself;  one  of  the  preliminary  measures 
upon  which  it  was  founded.  Hence  the  unusual 
solemnity  of  the  terms  in  which  it  is  conceived,  so 
different  from  tiie  ordinary  forms  of  legislation,  and 
which  give  to  it  the  character  of  a binding  and  ir- 
revocable covenant. 

Such,  then,  is  the  power  that  has  always  been 
exercised  by  congress,  upon  the  admission  of  new 
states  into  the  union,  and  exercised  without  dis- 
pute. Whence  was  it  derived.^  It  was  exercised^' 
as  we  have  seen,  immediately  before  the  adoption 
of  the  constitution,  while  that  instrument  was  un- 
der consideration,  and  recognized  immediately  af- 
ter, by  the  act  of  the  first  congress  supplementary 
to  the  ordinance.  Nothing  can  be  more  clear,  than 
that  if  the  ordinance  of  1787  was  inconsistent  with' 
the  constitution,  it  was  repealed  by  that  instrument. 
If  the  convention  had  meant  to  repeal  it,  they 
would  have  done  so.  It  was  directly  in  their  view, 
and  embraced  a subject  which  was  earnestly  and 
carefully  treated  by  that  body.  And  yet,  immedi- 
ately after,  when  the  same  men  who  bad  framed  the 
constitution,  and  kne-w  its  intention,  v/here  many  cf 
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them  members  of  congress,  the  suppiement  to  the 
ordinance  was  adopted.  That  was  not  a time,  you 
may  be  assured,  for  stretching  flie  federal  power. 
The  greatest  jealousy  pi-evailed,  and  the  friends  of 
the  constitution  were  obliged  to  observe  the  ut- 
most caution,  while  it  was  slowly  winning  its  way 
to  the  public  favor,  refuting  the  suggestions  of  its 
enemies,  and  settling  down,  gradually  but  firmly, 
upon  the  solid  foundation  of  ascertaining  public 
benefit. 

In  what  what  part  of  the  constitution  is  this  pow- 
er conferred.^  It  is  conferred  by  that  provision 
which  authorises  congress  to  admit  new  states  into 
the  union;  and  to  me  it  seems  perfectly  jDlain,  that 
we  need  look  no  further  for  it.  1'here  are  other 
parts  of  the  constitution  which  have  a bearing  upon 
the  question,  because  they  apply  to  the  subject 
upon  which  it  is  proposed  to  exercise  the  power, 
and  may  very  well  be  used  for  the  purpose  ofilkis- 
tration  or  of  argument.  I'hi^use  of  them  afibrds 
no  just  occasion  for  the  remark,  which  has  been  so 
triumphantly  made,  that  the  friends  of  the  restric- 
tion diifer  among  themselves,  as  to  tlie  part  of  the 
constitution,  from  which  the  power  to  impose  it  is 
derived.  They  do  not  differ.  But,  as  upon  every 
other  question  of  constitutional  power,  they  natu- 
rally resort  for  information  to  all  the  provisions  of 
the  constitution,  which  have  relation  to  the  matter 
in  discussion. 

The  power  to  admit  nexv  states  Is  g'iven  to  con- 
gress in  general  terms,  without  restriction  or  quali- 
fication, and  upon  every  just  principle  of  con- 
struction, must  be  understood  to  confer  whatever 
authority  is  necessary  for  carrying  the  power  into 
effect,  and  every  authority  which  in  practice  had 
become  incident  to  the  principal  power,  or  was 
deemed  to  make  a part  of  it. 

Of  late  it  has  been  the  fashion  to  insist  upon  a li- 
beral construction  of  the  constitution,  and  its  most 
extensive  efficacy  has  been  found  in  the  implied 
powers  it  is  supposed  to  confer.  All  powers  are 
implied  that  are  necessary  for  the  execution  of  the 
enumerated  powers,  and  the  necessity  need  not 
be  absolute;  a modified  necessity  or  high  degree  of 
expedienc)’’  is  sufficient.  Whence  the  authority  to 
incorporate  a bank:*  Whence  the  authority  to  ap- 
ply the  public  treasure  to  the  improvement  of  roads 
and  canals.?  Whence  the  authority  to  encourage 
domestic  industry  by  bounties  and  prohibitions.? — 
Whence  the  authority  to  purchase  and  to  govern 
tiie territory  now  in  question.?  Is  it  to  be  found  in 
the  letter  of  the  constitution.?  They  all  rest  upon  this 
single  position,  that  an  original  power  having  been 
granted,  every  other  power  is  implied  which  is  ne- 
cessary or  useful  for  carrying  that  power  into  exe- 
cution— and  this  is  an  inherent  essential  principle 
of  the  constitution,  altogether  independent  of  its 
express  words. 

But  the  power  in  question  rests  upon  stronger 
ground  than  this.  The  constitution  of  the  United 
States,though  in  form  the  work  of  the  people  (wffio 
made  it  their  own  by  adoption)  was  a compact  be- 
tween states.  It  w'as  made  by  delegates  chosen  by 
the  states.  The  votes  in  the  convention  were  given 
by  states.  It  was  submitted  to  the  states  for  their  ra- 
tification; and  its  existence  depended  upon  the  sanc- 
tion of  a certain  number  of  the  slates.  Those  states 
■were  sovereign,  but  confederated  by  a slight  and 
insufficient  union,  incapable  from  its  weakness  of 
providing  for  the  common  welfare.  Their  Sove- 
reignty extended  to  every  thing  within  their  limits, 
and  to  every  thing  else,  but  the  few  powers  (if  they 
deserve  to  be  so  denominated)  which  were  conced- 
ed to  the  congress  of  the  union.  Ncverlheless,  it  is 


a confederation  which  comprehended  all  who  were 
parties  to  it,  and  excluded  all  others.  Was  there  a 
power  in  this  confederacy  to  admit  new  members? 
It  cannot  be  doubted.  To  whom  was  that  power 
confided.?  The  express  provision  in  the  articles  of 
confederation,  wdiich  has  been  quoted  and  relied 
upon  in  opposition  to  the  power  contended  for,  has 
no  relation  to  the  subject  of  new  states,  to  be  form- 
ed and  admitted  from  the  territory  of  the  United 
States.  It  was  an  invitation  to  Canada  and  the 
other  British  colonies  in  America  to  join  us  in  resist- 
ance of  the  common  enemy,  and  if  they  had  ac- 
cepted the  invitation,  they  would  have  come  into 
the  confederation  upon  the  terms  only  of  making 
common  cause  with  us.  But  their  was  a power, 
independently  of  this  provision,  to  admit  new  mem- 
bers. That  is  clear  from  its  exercise — and  that 
po-iver  was  exercised  by  the  states  in  congress. — 
When  Virginia,  in  1786,  ceded  to  the  United  States 
her  claim  to  the  North  West  territory,  it  was  upon 
condition  that  the  territory  should  be  formed  into 
states,  and  that  these  states  should  be  admitted 
upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states. — 
Congress  accepted  the  cession  upon  that  condition, 
and  proceeded  to  fulfil  it  by  the  ordinance  of  1787. 

The  extent  of  the  power,  the  mode  of  its  exercise, 
and  the  incidents  belonging  to  it,  were  also  deter- 
mined by  the  practice  of  our  government.  Among 
these  incidents,  was  that  of  making  terms^  conditions 
or  compacts,  with  the  states  admitted:  and  so  inse- 
parably incident  was  this  deemed  to  be,  that  when 
Virginia  stipulated  for  the  admission  of  the  states 
upon  an  an  equal  footing  with  the  original,  that  stU 
pulation  was  understood  to  be  fully  complied  wfith, 
by  admitting  them  upon  terms.  It  is  not  at  all  ma- 
terial to  the  pre.sent  purpose,  to  enquire  whether 
the  ordinance  of  1787  was  or  was  not  an  usurpation. 
If  there  was  any  authority  usurped,  it  was  that  of 
admitting  the  states,  the  principle  power  itself,  not 
the  incidents.  It  is  sufficient  that  in  point  of  fact, 
the  power  of  admitting  new  states  was  exercised, 
and  was  understood  from  its  exercise  to  include  in 
it  the  power  of  proposing*  terms,  conditions  or  sti- 
pulations, and  among  them  the  very  condition  now 
in  question. 

, When  the  power  of  admitting  new  states  into  the 
union,  was  vested  by  the  constitution,  without  li- 
mitation, in  the  congi*ess  of  the  United  States,  was 
it  not  intended  to  carry  with  it  whatever  in  practice 
had  been  established  to  be  an  incident  of  the  pow- 
er, or  a part  of  the  power.?  Where  was  the  residue 
lodged?  Not  with  the  states;  for  the  states,  as  such, 
have  no  longer  a voice  in  the  union,  except  for  the 
purpose  of  amending  the  constitution.  Not  with 
the  people;  for  the  people  have  no  voice,  but 
through  their  representatives  in  congress.  The 
matterresolvesitself  at  last  into  this  single  question: 
Did  the  people  of  the  United  States,  when  they 
framed  their  constitution,  mean  to  give  up  and 
forevef  relinquish  the  power  of  proposing  terms,  or 
did  they  deposite  it  with  their  own  immediate 
agents,  chosen  by  themselves.?  They  had  always 
found  terms  of  some  sort  beneficial  and  neces- 
sary and  they  have  been  necessary  and  expe- 
dient in  every  instance  since  tlie  constitution 
was  formed,  so  that,  with  the  exception  of  Ver- 
mont, not  a single  state'  has  been  admitted  into 
the  union  but  upon  conditions  agreed  to  by  com- 
pact. Who  are  the  congress  of  the  Unit  ed  States? 
by  whom  are  they  chosen.?  who  do  they  represent.? 
The  people  of  the  existing  states.  Who  is  it  claims 
to  be  admitted  into  the  confederacy,  and  to  par- 
ticipate in  the  benefits  of  the  union.?  An  alien,  as 
yet,  one  who  has  no  ri^-ht  of  admiss'ion;  whom  thu 
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people  of  these  United  States  as  a political  asso- 
ciation reject.  Can  it  be  supposed,  that  by  fram- 
ing- a constitution  of  government  for  themselves, 
the  people  of  the  United  states  meant  to  destroy 
forever  their  own  inherent  right  of  prescribing 
terms  and  conditions  of  admission.?  And  yet  this 
is  the  obvious  result  of  the  argument,  for  as  it  de- 
nies the  power  to  congress,  and  it  cannot  be  exer- 
cised by  the  states  or  the  people,  it  is  forever  gone. 
In  what  part  of  the  constitution  do  you  find  any 
countenance  for  such  a conclusion.?  'Hrere  are  li- 
mits, it  is  true,  to  the  powers  of  congress,  but  those 
limits  are  the  boundaries  which  separate  the  rights 
of  the  union  from  those  of  the  states  and  the  peo- 
ple. Is  there  any  power  denied  to  congress  which 
is  not  reserved  to  the  states  or  the  people?  Was 
any  power  intended  to  be  denied  to  them,  in  its 
nature  fit  and  proper  to  be  exercised,  but  which 
could  not  be  exercised  by  the  states  or  tlie  people.? 

Besides,  if  this  power  was,  in  its  exercise,  to  be 
merely  ministerial,  why  was  it  confided  to  congress, 
the  highest  legislative  authority  of  the  nation,  en- 
trusted with  the  care  of  all  its  most  important  con- 
cerns.? It  is  derogatory  to  the  character  of  con- 
gress, and  altogether  inconsistent  with  the  general 
tenor  of  its  high  duties,  to  suppose,  that  it  shall  be 
required  to  perform  an  office  so  humiliating.  One 
gentleman  tells  us,  that  Missouri  has  a right  to  be 
admitted,  and  will  assert  her  right.  What  is  this 
but  to  say,  she  will  knock  at  the  door,  because  it 
js  civil  to  dosQ,  but  if  it  be  not  immediately  opened,, 
she  will  break  it  down  and  come  in  by  force.  Ano- 
ther gentleman  has  told  us  of  a citizen  of  Missouri, 
who  said,  that  rather  than  submit  to  the  restriction, 
be  would  shoulder  his  musket  against  the  United 
States.  Such  intimations  have  no  other  effect  than 
to  create  a very  reasonable  doubt  whether  Missou- 
ri is  yet  fit  to  be  admitted.  Admission  presuppo- 
ses the  existence  in  the  new  territory  of  principles 
and  feelings  somewhat  like  those  which  govern 
other  parts  of  this  union,  and  those  are  feelings 
of  submission  and  respect  for  the  constitution  and 
laws,  and  the  authority  exercised  under  them.  If 
we  have  no  right  to  impose  the  condition,  thene  is 
an  end  of  the  question:  But  if  we  have  a right,  and 
it  is  deemed  expedient  to  exercise  it,  I trust  the 
congress  of  the  United  States  are  not  to  be  fright- 
ened from  their  purpose  by  tlireats  like  these. — 
What  becomes  of  the  union,  which  gentlemen  ex- 
press so  much  anxiety  to  preserve,  if  it  cannot  as- 
sert and  maintain  its  rightful  atithority,  even  against 
a territory,  without  the  original  limits  of  the  United 
States,  only  very  lately  acquired,  and  with  a popu- 
lation who  have  scarcely  had  time  to  become  ac- 
quainted with  each  other.?  Such  an  union  could 
hardly  be  worth  preserving.  Why,  sir,  when  Vir- 
ginia brought  her  eldest  daughter  Kentucky,  train- 
ed up  in  the  habits  and  affections  of  her  parent  to 
an  age  when  she  was  fit  to  be  introduced  into 
the  society  of  the  union  and  offered  her,  as 
ail  associate  fit  to  be  received,  congress,  it  is 
admitted,  had  a right  to  receive  or  reject  lier. — 
But  when  a state  formed  out  of  an  alien  territory, 
and  having  liad  no  paternity  but  that  of  congress, 
offers  herself  for  admission,  she  may  demand  and 
insist  upon  being  received.  And  does  Missouri 
deem  so  lightly  of  the  privilege  of  belonging  to 
this  union,  that  she  would  rather  forego  it  than 
make  a slight  sacrifice  of  a seeming  advantage,  or 
that  she  would  hazard  it  for  the  sake  of  asserting 
her  own  opinion  in  opposition  to  that  of  congres.? 
X cannot  believe,  that  upon  reflection  she  will  adopt 
any  such  course.  If  she  should,  it  will  be  time 


enougli  then  to  consider  how  the  authority  of  the 
union  is  to  be  maintained. 

I have  said  tliat  it  is  derogatory  to  the  authority 
of  congress,  and  wholly  inconsistent  with  the  tenor 
of  its  high  duties  and  capacities,  to  suppose  that  it 
is  merely  to  perform  the  humble  ministerial  office 
of  opening  the  door,  upon  demand,  for  the  admis- 
sion of  a state,  without  any  discretion  whatever.— 
No  instance  can  be  found,  where  the  constitution 
iias  assigned  to  the  legislative  power  the  perform- 
ance of  such  a duty.  Thus  construed,  it  is  not  a 
power  at  ail.  The  cases  that  have  been  put  are  in 
no  respect  analogous.  The  power  of  congress, 
upon  the  death  of  the  president  and  vice-president, 
to  declare  what  officer  shall  act  as  president  of  the 
United  States,  is  a very  high  power,  involving  in 
its  exercise  much  discretion,  a discretion  commen- 
surate with  the  various  and  important  trusts  con- 
fided to  the  chief  magistrate.  It  can  with  no  pro- 
priety be  said  to  be  ministerial,  and  its  being  de- 
posited with  congress,  is  the  strongest  ptoof  of  the 
confidence  reposed  in  that  body.  The  office  of 
counting  the  ballots,  upon  the  election  of  presi- 
dent and  vice-president,  simple  as  it  may  seem, 
and  easy  as  in  ordinary  cases  it  is,  is  nevertheless 
an  office  of  important  trust,  and  including  some  ju- 
dicial discretion,  as  well  as  a mo'st  serious  re.spon- 
sibility.  It  is  a fit  office  to  be  executed  by  tiie 
highest  body  in  the  nation.  The  power  of  im  - 
peachment is  not  a ministerial,  but  a judicial  pow- 
er, and  it  belongs  not  to  congress,  but  to  a single 
branch.  The  same  remark  applies,  with  equal 
force,  to  the  right  which  each  branch  possesses  of 
judging  of  the  elections  and  returns  of  its  mem- 
bers, a judicial  power,  incident  to  every  body  com- 
posed of  elected  delegates,  and  one  ofits  inherent 
privileges.  In  all  these  cases,  however,  it  may  not 
be  amiss  to  observe,  tliat  the  constitution  gives  only 
the  principal  power.  The  incidental  powers,  such 
as  sending  for  persons  and  papers,  enforcing  the  at- 
tendance of  witnesses,  and  the  like,  are  implied 
from  the  principal  grant. 

That  construction  which  supposes  that  congress 
have  a power  indeed  to  admit  or  to  reject,  but  sim- 
ply to  admit  or  to  reject,  seems  to  me  (though  it 
might  be  sufficient  for  the  present  case)  to  reflect 
upon  the  wisdom  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution. 
The  objection  to  the  admission  of  a state  may  arise 
from  something  not  in  its  nature  insuperable,  but 
which  might  be  removed  by  compact  or  by  accept- 
ing a condition.  Would  it  hot  be  worse  than  idle 
to  say  that,  in  such  a case,  the  state  must  be  reject- 
ed, for  want  of  a power,  on  the  one  side  to  p ropose, 
and  on  the  other  to  agree  to  certain  terms  of  com- 
pact.? In  truth,  as  will  be  shown  more  fully  hereaf- 
ter, such  a discretion  in  congress,  is  essentially  ne- 
cessary to  the  just  exercise  of  the  power  of  admis- 
sion, not  only  on  account  of  the  union,  but  also  of 
the  states  to  be  admitted. 

The  gentleman  from  Delaware  has  indeed  ar- 
gued, that  the  power  given  is  to  “admit”  not  to 
“form  or  create”  a state,  and  therefore  congress 
have  no  power  to  interfere  in  the  formation.  This 
only  brings  us  back  to  the  enquiry,  what  is  meant 
by  the  word  “admit.?”  It  has  always  been  under- 
stood that  congress  have  a right,  and  are  in  duty 
bound,  to  superintend  the  formation  of  a state,  and 
to  see  that  it  is  properly  formed.  The  terras  of  the 
very  bill  now  on  your  table  (following  the  usual 
phraseology)  authorize**  people  of  Missouri  to 
form  a constitution  of  state  government  prepara- 
tory to  their  admission. 

But,  antecedently  to  the  constitution  itself,  the 
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states  then  exisLing  had  prescribed  certaia  terras  ©r 
conditions  to  the  states  to  be  formed  out  of  tl»e  N. 
W.  territory.  If  congress  have  no  power  but  to 
admit  or  to  reject,  the  territory  was  by  the  consti- 
tution, liberated  from  those  conditions,  for  want  of 
authority  to  impose  them.  There  might  be  a ques- 
tion, indeed,  whether  the  territory  lias  not  reverted 
to  the  states  which  ceded  it,  in  consequence  of  the 
incapacity  of  congress  to  fulfil  the  stipulations. 

I beg  leave  then  to  return  to  the  question — the 
incidents  to  this  power  being  quite  as  important 
as  the  power  itself,  the  power  being  worse  than 
worthless  without  them,  did  the  people  of  the  IJ. 
States,  in  framing  the  constitution  of  government 
for  themselves,  intend  to  destroy  the  power,  by 
■stripping  it  of  the  incidents  that  gave  it  all  its  value? 
Did  they  mean  to  prevent  its  application  to  the 
cases  to  which  they  had  themselves  applied  it.?  And 
for  what  purpose?  Better,  far  better,  would  it  have 
been,  that  no  power  at  all  should  have  been  given 
to  congress,  than  that  they  should  thus  be  required, 
either  blindly  to  admit,  or  sullenly  to  reject.  The 
design  of  the  constitution  was  not  to  abridge,  but 
to  enlarge  ar.d  strengthen  the  powers  of  the  fede- 
ral government,  and  it  would  be  strangely  inconsis- 
tent  with  the  general  plan,  to  suppose,  that  in  a 
matter  whicli  is  properly  of  national  c .mcern,  it  had 
denied  to  congress  a portion  of  power  wliich  had 
been  actually  and  benehcially  exercised  under  the 
confederation.  We  should  naturally  expect  to  find 
it  where  it  was  deposited  before.  I think  it  is  ac- 
cordingly there  deposited,  with  all  its  established 
incidents,  among  wliich  is  that  now  in  question. 

This  power  is  not  now  asserted  for  the  first  time 
imder  the  constitution.  It  has  always  been  exer- 
cised by  congress.  There  never  has  been  a state 
admitted,  except  Vermont,  without  conditions  which 
surrendered  a portion  of  legislative  authority,  more 
or  less  extensive.  Kentucky  entered  into  stipula- 
tions with  Virginia,  and  among  them  was  one  by 
which  she  bound  herself,  for  five  years,  not  to  tax 
tlie  lands  of  non  residents  higher  tlian  tliose  of  le- 
sidents,  and  never  to  tax  the  lands  of  non-residents, 
who  should  reside  in  Virginia,  higher  than  those 
of  residents.  'I'his  is  a perpetual  restraint  upon  her 
'power  of  legislatioii,  but  it  is  no  diminution  of  lier 
auverfeignty.  The  states  of  Ohio,  Indiana,  and  Illi- 
nois, by  compact  with  the  United  States,  are  under 
a perpetual  incapacity  to  permit  slavery  within 
^leir  limits.  This  is  no  derogation  from  their  just 
sovereignty,  nor  does  any  man  imagine  that  it  im- 
pairs their  charcter  or  lessens  their  weight  in  the 
union.  Alabama,  Mississippi  and  Louisiana  too,  have 
come  in  upon  conditions  imposed  by  congress  at 
the  time  of  their  admiission.  In  every  such  instance, 
the  states  have  been  deemed  to  be,  and  have  in 
fact  been,  admitted  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the 
original  states.  The  uniform  exertion  of  this  au- 
thority, for  stich  a length  of  time,  is  not  to  be  re- 
garded merely  as  furnishing  us  with  so  many  pre- 
cedents, entitled  to  more  or  less  consideration’ ac- 
cording to  circumstances.  There  must  be  a time 
after  which  the  practical  con.stnictiOn  of  the  con- 
stitution, universally  undevseood,  and  adopted,  and 
acquiesced  in  by  the  people,  especially  in  mattei's 
of  great  public  concern,  is  to  be  deemed  the  true 
construction,  and  placed  beyond  the  reacli  of  dis- 
pute or  controversy.  Sliall  we  now  undo  all  tliat 
iias  been  done  for  above  thirty  years,  and  done 
with  the  common  consent?  Shall  we  reject  as  er- 
roneous the  Interpretation  that  has  been,  without 
exception,  put  upon  the  constitution  from  the  time 
of  its  adoption?  It  is  due  to  the  constitution  itself, 
f'aat  it  shpuld  not  be  exposed  to  treatment  which 


must  weaken  its  claim  to  the  public  confidence  and 
respect.  It  is  due  to  the  people,  whose  constitu- 
tion it  is,  that  what  has  always  been  understood  ivi 
practice  to  be,  that  it  shall  continue  to  be,  until  they 
may  think  proper  to  change  its  provisions. 

But  here  we  are  met  by  an  objection,  which 
seems  to  be  considered  by  those  vvlio  present  it  as 
of  great  force.  If  one  condition  may  he  proposed 
why  not  another,  and  another,  without  limit,  to  tl»e 
entire  annihilation  of  all  the  rights  of  the  state?  This 
argument,  though  pressed  with  a sort  of  triumph, 
as  if  it  were  completely  unanswerable,  can  scarcely 
be  said  to  be  even  plausible.  The  possible  abuse 
of  power  can  never  be  urged  to  show  that  a power 
does  not  exist,  or  tliat  it  is  not,  upon  the  whole, 
salutary  and  proper;  for,  if  admitted  at  all,  it  proves 
by  far  too  nuicli,  as  it  is  equally  available  against 
every  grant  of  power.  In  the  formation  of  govern- 
ment, the  first  enquiry  must  be,  what  authority  is 
fit  and  necessary  to  be  delegated,  and  then  we  are 
to  enquire  to  whom  it  shall  be  confided,  and  what 
security  can  be  provided  against  its  faithless  exer- 
cise? All  authority  is  exposed  to  the  danger  of 
abuse,  for  it  is  administered  by  men.  Government 
has  been  said,  by  a once  celebrated  popular  writer, 
to  be  itself  an  eyil,  inasmuch  as  its  necessity  arises 
from  the  vices  anc|  weakness  of  our  nature.  But  the 
constitution  lias  provided,  with  the  greatest  care, 
against  the  abuse  of  power,  by  making  every  public 
agent,  in  some  way,  accountable  for  his  conduct,  and 
by  conferringthe  highest  powersupon  those  who  are 
immediately  responsible  to  the  people;  and  as  long 
as  the  people  shall  continue  to  be  faithful  to  them- 
selves,  so  long  the  check  will  cpaitiuue  to  be  efiec- 
tual.  This  is  the  great  security,  and  it  depends  upon 
tlie  virtue  and  intelligence  of  the  people.  No  go- 
vernment ever  afforded  the  same  degree  of  jiro- 
tection,  with  so  little  burthen;  and  if  we  had  not 
been  most  vehemently  censured  abroad  for  speak- 
ing well  of  ourselves,  I would  add,  that  there  is  pro- 
bably no  other  people  upon  earth  who  could  be  kept 
quiet  by  so  light  a pressure.  Theg'overnment  and 
tlie  people  are  suited  to  each  other.  Long'  may  they 
continue  so. 

The  congress  of  the  United  States,  the  immedi- 
ate representatives  of  the  people,  and  immediately 
accountable  to  the  people,  are  the  fit  depositories 
of  such  a power  as  that  now  claimed,  for  it  concerns; 
the  general  welfare.  'I’liey  have  no  motive  to  abuse 
it;  and  if  they  were  so  inclined,  they  cannot  abuse 
it,  because  they  have  no  power  to  impose  the  con- 
dition. The  state  may,  at  her  pleasure,  reject  the 
offer,  and  remain  in  her  territorial  condition,  where 
she  will  be  subject  to  the  unqualified  power  of  con- 
gress. 

It  must  be  manifest  to  every  one  who  has  reflect- 
ed upon  the  subject,  that  there  are  terms  which  are 
obviously  salutary  and  proper,  and  necessary  to  be 
proposed  upon  the  admission  of  a slate.  When 
Louisiana  asked  to  come  into  the  union,  did  any 
one  doubt  that  it  was  right  to  require,  that  her  le- 
gislative and  judicial  proceedings  sbould  no  longer 
be  carried  on  in  a language  unintelligible  to  the 
other  citizens  of  the  United  States,  without  tlie  aid 
of  an  interpreter?  There  are  terms,  too,  which 
would  be  manifestly  improper,  and  there  are  terms, 
I freely  ackno'wieclge,  which  would  be  incompati- 
ble with  the  constitution.  There  must  be  a discre- 
tion somewhere,  to  to  judge  between  the  two  first 
classes.  Our  government  would  be  iiicom;)!ete 
without  it.  Where  can  the  'power  be  so  sr.fely  lodg- 
ed as  with  the  congress  of  the  U.  States,  t'»  decide, 
what  terms  the  general  interests  require  to  be  pro- 
posed? d'hey  iiavo  never  yet  abused  it,  and  I tliiu.k 
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"here  is  no  clanger  that  they  ever  will.  But  where 
do  the  opponents  of  the  amendment  propose  to 
lodge  the  power?  Leave  the  state  free,  it  is  said; 
let  her  adopt  such  a plan  of  government  as  best 
j^uits  her  own  circumstances.  And  is  there  no  dan- 
ger to  be  apprehended  from  that  quarter?  Suppc)s- 
Ing  her  to  be  competent  to  judge  what  is  best  for 
herself,  or  most  for  her  own  advantage,  (of  which, 
if  she  desires  slaves,  I must  be  permitted  to  doubt)  j 
yet,  as  she  claims  to  become  a member  of  this  union, 
the  general  interest  of  all  are  involved  in  her  deci- 
sion, and  her  views  may  not  be  those  which  best 
comport  with  the  public  welfare.  Of  that  she  is  not, 
in  any  sense,  as  competent  to  judge  as  those  who 
are  entrusted  with  the  care  of  the  concerns  of  the 
wliole. 

Is  it  too  much  then  to  say,  that  the  right  to  judge 
cf  terms  which  are  not  incompatible  with  the  con- 
stitution, belongs  to  the  union,  and  to  congress  as 
the  admitting  powxr?  It  is  essential  that  it  should 
be  so,  for  the  sake  even  of  the  state  applying  for 
admission,  lhave  immediately  at  hand  an  illustra- 
tion, and,  if  I mistake  not,  a most  cogent  argument, 
to  which  I invite  the  particular  attention  of  the  de- 
legate  from  Missouri.  1 feel  nothing  but  good  will 
for  that  gentleman,  and  nothing  but  good  will  for 
his  constituents,  whom  he  represents  here  with  so 
much  zeal  and  ability;  and  I submit  this  matter  for 
his  and  their  consideration.  It  is  not  to  be  denied 
that  congress  have  the  power  to  fix  the  limits  of 
the  state,  and  that  they  are  not  obliged  to  give  her 
ail  the  territory  comprehended  in  the  boundaries 
stated  in  the  bill.  This  is  entirely  within  their  con- 
trol. Suppose  congress  should  be  of  opinion,  that, 
if  Missouri  is  to  be  a slave  State,  her  nothea’u  boun-; 
dary  oiight  to  be  the  river,  cutting  off  the  large  and 
and”  fertile  tract  of  country  that  lies  beyond  it:  but, 
if  she  will  adopt  the  proposition  of  the  amendment, 
she  ought  to  have  for  her  domain  the  whole  terri- 
tory within  her  present  limits.  Might  not  congress 
propose  to  her  the  alternative,  take  the  restriction 
and  you  shall  have  all  the  territory;  reject  the  restric- 
tion, and  you  shall  not  go  beyond  the  river?  Some- 
thing of  this  kind  is  very  likely  to  happen,  and  it 
may  hereafter  appear  that  Missouri  is  contending 
for  a principle  that  will  operate  much  to  her  disad- 
vantage. For  my  own  part — and  I speak  only  for 
myself — I most  freely  and  sincerely  declare,  that 
if  the  restriction  be  not  agreed  to,  I will  vote  for 
reducing  Missouri  to  the  smallest  limits  thatare  con- 
dslent  with  the  character  of  a state.  If  the  restric- 
tion  be  agreed  to,  I will  vote  for  giving  her  such 
boundaries  as  will  secure  her  grandeur  and  com- 
parative importance. 

From  the  view  which  I have  now  endeavored  to 
take,  it  will  follow,  that  whoever  objects  to  any 
Condition  proposed,  as  being  beyond  the  power  of 
congress,  must  fail,  unless  he  show,  that  the  parti- 
cular  condition  is  incompatible  with  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States.-  that  it  is  stich  a condition  as  tha 
state  has  not  a power  to  assent  to.  I am  very  sensible 
that  the  question  which  arises  here,  is  interesting 
and  important,  and  that  it  is  delicate,  though,  other- 
wise, I think,  not  difficult.  No  one  who  has  a feel- 
ing of  regard  for  his  country,  can  be  indifferent  to 
the  sensation  it  occasions  in  this  house,  nor  perceive, 
without  some  emotion  the  line  of  division  it  marks. 
Tet  it  is  a question  that  is  before  us;  it  is  a question 
we  must  meet,  and  while  we  ow^e  it  to  our  country 
to  meet  it  fully  and  fairly,  we  owe  it  to  each  other 
to  meet  it  with  mutual  respect  and  forbearance.  I 
will  concede  even  more: — we  are  not  to  entertain, 
'much  less  to  express,  a thought  hostile  to  the  rights 
of  those  inhabitants  where  slavery  exists;  and  in  any 


thing  I may  say,  1 hope  it  will  always  be  understood, 
that  I consider  those  rights  entitled  to  the  protec- 
tion of  all  tlie  ])ower  of  liie  country,  without  refer- 
ence to  any  otlier  consideration  than  that  they  are 
acknowledged  by  the  constitution.  Among  the 
many  evils  of  slavery,  it  is  one,  that  where  it  exists, 
it  can  scarcely  be  freely  discussed,  and  yet  there 
may  be  occasions  when  its  free  discussion  is  of  the 
greatest  importance.  The  same  kind  of  difficulty 
existed  at  the  formation  of  the  constitution.  It  was 
not  removed  by  crimination,  or  suspicion,  or  threats 
— it  was  adjusted  upon  the  basis  of  an  existing  state 
of  things!. 

Is  this  condition,  then,  incompatible  with  the 
constitution  of  the  United  States— so  incompatible 
that  a state  cannot  assent  to  it?  For,  if  a state  might 
voluntarily  surrender  it,  congress  may  require  its 
surrender  as  the  term  of  admission.  With  wiiat  part 
of  the  constitution  is  it  incompatible?  It  interferes 
with  no  express  provision  of  that  instrument.  Jt 
must  then  be  implied.  Wliat  an  implication!  In- 
stead, however,  of  pointing  out  the  parts  of  the 
constitution  from  uhich  this  implication  can  be 
made,  state  rights  are  immediately  sounded  in  our 
ears— state  rights  are  invaded  and  invioiated.  Sir, 
slate  rights  is  a phrase  of  potent  efficacy,  and,  pro- 
perly understood,  of  sacred  regard.  But  wliat  are 
state  rights?  They  are  ample — they  are  inviolable; 
they  are  the  sure  foundation  and  the  lasting  secu- 
rity of  our  liberties,  and,  I hope  I may  add,  they  are 
in  no  danger  from  the  present  proposition.  But,  I 
must  be  permitted  to  say,  there  are  rights  of  the 
states  who  are  parties  to  the  constitution,  and  rights 
of  states  afterwards  to  be  admitted  into  the  confe- 
deracy. Will  it  be  contended  that  they  are,  in  all 
respects,  identically  the  same,  or  that  a new  state 
is  not  upon  an  equal  footing  with  the  original  states, 
unless  it  possesses  precisely  the  same  powers?  A 
moment’s  attention  will  show  that  it  cannot.  Before 
the  confederation,  the  thirteen  states  who  compos- 
ed it  were,  in  all  respects^  sovereign  and  indepen» 
dent  states,  possessing  all  the  attributes  of  sove- 
reignty. The  confederation  was  of  sovereign  and 
independent  states,  united  only  for  certain  purposes 
of  common  concern,  in  the  management  of  which 
they  acted  as  states.  When,  in  the  course  of  events^ 
these  states  came  to  form  a more  intimate  union, 
they  presented  to  the  convention,  points  in  which 
they  agreed,  and  points  in  which  they  differed. 
They  were  respectively  sovereigns  of  all  the  soil 
within  their  limits,  and  proprietors  of  all  the  vacant 
land.  They  were  sovereigns  for  all  the  purposes 
of  foreign  as  well  as  domestic  legislation;  and  no 
new  confederate  could  be  admitted  but  by  common 
consent,  and  upon  such  terms  as  the  existing  states 
might  think  fit  to  prescribe.  'I'here  were,  too,  ac- 
cidental diversities  among  them,  of  which  I need, 
only  mention  one,  the  existence  of  negro  slavery 
in  some  of  the  states,  permitted  by  their  laws,  and 
incorporated  into  their  institutions. 

With  respect  to  the  existing  states,  it  may  truly 
be  affirmed,  that  they  w ere  left  in  the  possession  of 
every  power  and  right,  which  was  not  conceded  by 
them  to  the  imion.  They  derived  no  right  or  power 
from  the  constitution;  they  only  retained  what  they 
before  possessed,  without  enquiry  into  tlie  nature 
of  its  origin.  The  extent  of  this  reserved  posse.s- 
sion  is  more  easily  understood  than  defined.  It  is 
sufficient  for  the  present  purpose  to  say,  that  it 
comprehended  all  the  power  of  slavery,  as  an  e.v- 
isting  state  or  condition,  which  they  did  not  choose 
to  renounce  or  relinquish,  and,  perhaps,  had  it  not 
in  their  power  to  extirpate,  if  they  had  so  desired. 
The  constitution  was  thus  the  creature  of  the 
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tlie  work  of  their  own  hands.  But  what  is  a new 
state?  It  is  the  creature  of  the  constitution,  deriv- 
ing- from  the  constitution  its  existence  and  all  its 
rig-hts,  and  possessing  no  power  but  what  is  im* 
parted  to  it  by  the  constittation.  If  it  has  a power 
to  establish  slavery,  it  derives  that  power  from  the 
constitution,  and  the  constitution  becomes  stained  ivith 
the  sin  of  having  originated  a state  of  slavery.  What 
a reflection  this  would  be  upon  that  instrument! 
How  is  it  calculated  to  diminish  the  sacred  regard 
that  has  been  felt  for  it  here  and  abroad!  Up  to 
the  present  moment,  no  such  charge  can  be  made 
against  the  constitution.  A'V'ith  respect  to  the  ex- 
isting states,  it  only  tolerated  what  it  could  not  re- 
move; and  in  the  case  of  Louisiana,  it  submitted  to 
circumstances  equally  uncontrolable.  But,  (and  I 
say  it  with  pride  and  with  pleasure),  it  never  yet 
has  conferred  a power  to  establish  the  condition  of 
slavery,  and  I warn  those  who  are  entrustefl  with 
its  administration  to  beware  how  they  claim  for  it 
the  exertion  of  a capacity  so  odious. 

But  we  are  told  that  every  thing  is  implied  in  the 
use  oil  the  word  “state” — that  the  constitution  when 
it  speaks  of  the  admission  of  new  “states”  into  the 
union,  necessarily  means  that  they  should  possess 
certain  faculties  and  powers,  of  which  it  is  also  con- 
tended, that  the  precise  definition  is  to  he  found  in 
the  faculties  and  powers  possessed  by  the  original 
states— I admit,  unhesitatingly,  that  there  are  rights 
so  inherent  and  essential,  and,  if  you  please,  inalien- 
able, that  a state  cannot  surrender  them,  nor  exist 
as  a member  of  this  union  without  them.  But,  is  it 
essential,  by  the  principles  of  our  constitution,  to 
the  character  of  a member  of  this  union,  (a  newly 
admitted  member,  especially),  that  it  should  pos- 
sess all  the  poxvers,  or  even  all  the  rights,  that  b^ 
longed  to  the  original  states?  It  must  then  be  the 
sovereign  of  all  the  territory  within  its  limits,  which 
has  never  been  the  case,  in  a single  instance,  of  a 
state  newly  formed  out  of  the  territory  of  the  United 
States.  It  cannot  be  the  case,  for,  by  the  practice 
of  the  government,  the  admission  is  made  to  de- : 
pend  upon  the  number  of  inhabitants,  and  not  upon 
the  appropriation  ©f  the  land.  The  unappropriated 
lands  belong  to  the  United  States.  Even  its  limits 
are  settled  by  congress.  It  must,  too,  have  an  un- 
limited right  of  taxation— and  it  must  have  an  inde- 
pendent and  absolute  power,  extending  to  every 
thing  within  its  limits — for  all  these  powers  belong- 
ed to  the  original  states.  Then,  sir,  not  a single 
new  state,  (excepting  Vermont),  has  been  properly 
admitted  into  the  union,  and  the  practice  of  the  go- 
vernment, from  its  first  foundation,  has  been  one 
tissue  of  error  aixl  usurpation. 

In  every  instance,  some  restriction  or  curtailment 
of  legislative  authority,  more  or  less  extensive,  has 
been  imposed  and  assented  to,  with  universal  ap- 
probation. In  the  case  of  Kentucky,  as  we  have 
seen,  Virginia  stipulated,  among  otherthings,  that, 
for  a limited  time,  the  lands  of  non-residents  should 
not  be  taxed  higher  than  those  of  residents,  and 
that  the  lands  of  non-residents,  residing  in  Virginia, 
should  never  be  taxed  higher  than  those  of  resi- 
dents. This  is  a palpable  restraint  upon  the  exer- 
cise of  a legislative  authority,  which  every  one  of  the 
existing  states  possesses  without  restriction,  and 
yet  it  never  has  been  supposed  to  place  Kentucky 
in  a condition  of  inferiority  to  her  sister  states.  I 
will  not  tire  the  patience  of  the  committee,  by  go- 
ing through  the  other  instances#  which  have  been 
already  very  fully  brought  into  view.  Enough  has 
been  said  to  show,  that  it  has  never  been  thought 
requisite,  that  a new  state  should  possess  the  same 
identical  powers  which  confessedly  belonged  to  the 


original  states,  and  that  such  identy  is  not  neces- 
sary to  a perfect  political  equality. 

To  come  neai’er  to  the  question,  I beg  leave  to 
ask,  is  it  essential  by  the  principles  of  our  consti- 
tution, to  the  character  of  a state,  that  it  should 
have  the  power  of  originating,  establishing,  or  per- 
petuating the  condition  of  skivery  within  its  limits? 

I request  gentlemen  to  pause  before  they  answer 
this  questmn,  and  to  look  it  fairly  in  the  face,  for  it 
must  be  met!  Is  it  essential  to  the  character  of  r 
free  republican  state,  that  it  should  have  the  power 
of  originating,  establishing,  or  perpetuating  a sys- 
tem of  slavery — so  essential,  that  it  is  not  a free, 
republican  state  without  the  power,  nor  qualified 
to  be  a member  of  this  confederacy? 

Can  it  be  possible,  that  a constitution  framed  to 
secure,  to  preserve  and  to  extend  the  blessings  of 
liberty,  itself  rests  upon  a principal  so  impolitic 
and  so  indefensible  as  this?  I should  very  much 
fear,  that  we  should  !'.ever  expect  the  favor  of 
heaven  nor  the  approbation  of  men  for  a constitti- 
tion  so  constructed — whose  professions  were  so 
entirely  at  variance  with  its  principles.  Can  it  be 
pretended,  will  any  one  be  hardy  enough  to  assert, 
that  this  power  belongs  to  the  rights  of  self  govern- 
ment, or  of  a just  sovereignty,  or  that  it  is  to  be 
arranged  in  the  same  class  with  the  authority  ex- 
ercised by  every  well  constituted  society,  in  regu- 
lating the  domestic  relations?  Where  slavery  ex- 
ists, it  may  be,  (as  was  said  by  a gentleman  from 
Virginia,)  that  slaves  were  regarded  as  in  a state 
of  perpetual  minority.  It  might  with  equal  pro- 
priety be  said,  at  once,  that  they  are  regarded  as  m 
a state  of  perpetual  subjection — it  amounts  to  the 
same  thing:  for  surely  no  man  will  seriously  aifirm, 
that  this  decree  of  perpetual  minority  has  its  source 
in  the  same  feelings  and  views,  which  in  all  civili- 
zed nations,  have  led  to  the  enactment  of  laws  for 
the  protection  of  infancy/  against  its  own  folly  and 
imprudence.  The  one  originates  in  parental  af- 
fection, anxiously  providing  for  the  welfare  of  its 
offspring,  during  the  period  when,  by  nature,  the 
judgment  is  w eak  and  the  passions  strong;  and  every 
incapacity  which  tbe^aws  have  established,  is  meant 
as  a shield  for  infancy  against  danger  to  itself.  The 
other — has  it  any  view  to  the  comfort  or  well-being 
of  this  perpetual  minor  ? I will  not  pursue  the 
enquiry,  lest  I shpuld  wound  the  feelings  of  some 
who  hear  me,  and  whom  I would  not  willingly  of- 
fend. Where  slavery  exists,  you  may  call  it  what 
you  please — you  have  a perfect  right  to  do  so,  and 
to  regulate  it  by  such  laws  as  you  deem  best — but 
in  a discussion  like  the  present,  it  seems  to  me  an 
utter  perversion  of  language  to  style  it  a minority, 
as  it  would  be  an  utter  perversion  of  sentiment  to 
suppose,  that  it  has  any  resemblance  to  the  endear-- . 
ing  relation  out  of  which  the  laws  for  the  govern- 
ment of  infancy  have  grown. 

How  is  this  power  essential  to  the  character  of  a 
free  republican  state  ? Suppose  this  evil  were  now 
happily  extirpated,  is  there  any  moral  or  political 
competency  under  the  constitution  to  restore  it 
among  us?  Has  any  one  ever  seriously  contended 
for  such  a power  ? No : it  certainly  could  not  be 
re-established,  without  the  consent  of  congress,  and 
yet,  I think  it  will  scarcely  be  asserted,  that  the 
states  would  not  still  possess  all  the  essential  pow- 
ers of  self-government,  and  a just  sovereignty; 
that  they  would  not  be  as  free,  as  independent,  as 
happy,  and  at  least  as  powerful  as  they  now  are. 

Upon  what  footing,  then,  do  the  original  states 
stand  in  this  respect  ? Did  the  constitution  eithetr 
give  or  reserve  to  them  the  right  of  originating  or 
establishing  a state  of  slavery  ? Have  they  now,  oc 
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have  they  ever  had  such  a right  ? Is  there  a right 
in  any  of  them  to  reduce  a free  man  to  a state  of 
slavery,  except  as  a punishment  for  crimes  of  which 
he  has  been  legally  convicted,  and  not  extending  to 
liis  olFspring  The  great  principles  of  the  consti- 
tution are  ail  at  variance  with  such  a doctrine.  It 
is  plain  enough  how  the  convention  considered  the 
matter,  and  how  it  was  considered  by  the  states, 
individually  and  collectively.  They  regarded  it 
then,  as  they  regard  it  now,  as  an  unfortunately 
existing  evil,  of  which  it  was  impossible  to  rid 
themselves,  and  which,  therefore,  they  must  manage 
in  the  manner  most  conducive  to  their  safety:  an 
accidental  and  deplorable  state  of  things,  not  to  be 
terminated  by  any  means  which  human  wisdom  was 
then  able  to  devise.  It  was  upon  this  footing,  that 
what  is  called  the  compromise  took  place— it  was 
a compromise  with  an  affiicting  necessity,  and  mark 
well  the  manner  of  it ! It  was  a silent  compact  be- 
tween the  existing  states,  upon  a subject  which 
they  all  felt  was  beyond  their  power  to  deal  with. 
'That  that  most  emphatic  and  impressive 

silence  of  the  constitution,  is  the  sure  indication  of 
the  feelings  which  prevailed  in  the  convention. 
What  could  they  say?  They  would  not  utter  the 
word  slave  or  slavery,  and  whenever  they  found 
occasion  to  make  any  provision  on  the  subject, 
they  had  recourse  to  other  language,  as  if  the  very 
terms  were  hateful  and  offensive,  and  unfit  to  be 
employed  in  that  instrument.  What  could  they  do.'’ 
They  could  only  indulge  a hope,  that  a time  would 
come  when  tliis  evil  might  be  eradicated,  and  in  the 
mean  time  they  bore  their  testimony  against  it  by 
that  expressive  silence,  of  which  no  one  could  mis- 
take or  misunderstand  the  meaning. 

That  com.pact,  not  of  word.s,  but  of  silence,  had 
the  precise  effect,  while  it  avoided  a recognition 
of  the  legitimate  origin  of  the  evil,  of  leaving 
every  one  of  the  then  existing  states  in  possession 
of  the  power  which  it  actually  exercised,  except 
so  far  as  it  was  parted  with  to  the  union.  The  am- 
biguity in  the  constitution,  if  any  there  be,  arises 
altogether  from  this  well  meant  mode  of  treating 
the  subject.  What  the  framers  of  that  instrument 
intended  should  signify  their  detestation  of  slavery, 
has  furnished  an  argument  in  favor  of  its  extension. 
For,  as  silence  left  the  existing  state.s  in  possession 
of  the  power,  so  silence  is  interpreted,  in  the  ad- 
mission of  new  states,  to  confer  the  power;  and  this 
rule  of  construction  throws  upon  congress  the  ne- 
cessity of  an  active  exertion  of  authority  for  its 
restraint,  for  which  gentlemen  insist  we  must  show 
a positive  grant.  But  with  respect  to  the  existing 
states,  it  was  a power  paramount  to  the  constitution 
itselfj  and  which  no  state  surrendered;  a power, 
however,  and  a necessity,  too,  confined  to  her  own 
limits. 

€an  this  be  affirmed  with  truth  of  any  state  new- 
ly admitted  into  the  union  ? Can  it  be  said  to  stand 
upon  the  same  footing  as  the  original  states,  either 
as  to  paramount  power,  and  existing  condition, 
or  the  case  of  necessity  ? Up  to  the  moment  of 
admission,  it  is  subject  entirely  and  exclusively  to 
the  government  of  congress,  as  a part  of  the  ter- 
ritory of  the  union.  It  presents  itself  to  congress, 
as  a territory,  asking  to  become  a state,  but  bring- 
ing with  it  no  state  rights — no  state  powers — no- 
thing to  be  reserved,  but  every  thing  to  be  received. 
It  presents  itself  free  from  the  condition  of  slavery, 
or  subject  to  it  in  so  slight  a degree  as  to  be  easily 
manageable,  and  affording  no  just  ground  for  its 
continuance^  Unless,  therefore,  it  can  be  shown, 
that  it  is  so  essential  to  the  completion  of  a free 
republican  gtate  qf  this  union,  to  have  the  power 


of  originating  or  perpetuathig  slavery,  that  it  can- 
not be  free  and  republican  without  it,  the  argu- 
ment must  fail  altogether.  Besides,  sir,  how  can 
the  rights  of  the  new  states  be  affected;~it  haa 
the  choice  of  coming  in  upon  the  terms,  or  not 
coming  in  at  all. 

I am  aware,  it  may  be  said,  that  the  compact  be- 
tween the  existing  states,  ought  to  be  considered 
as  a mutual  stipulation  with  each  other,  that  new 
states  should,  in  this  respect,  be  left  free  to  choose 
for  themselves.  It  is  no  where  said  so,  and  to  me 
it  seems  worse  than  idle  to  suppose,  tliat  there  is  a 
dormant  abstract  principle  in  the  constitution,  in 
favor  of  slavery,  to  spring  up  only  as  a barrier 
against  what  is,  and  always  has  been,  conceded  to 
be  right  and  just.  Show  me  the  value  of  it,  in  prac- 
tice, and  1 am  then  prepared  to  listen  to  the  deduc- 
tion; but,  as  long  as  the  argument  terminates  only 
in  evil,  or,  which  is  the  same  thing,  in  preventing  a 
good,  so  long-  exactly  it  is  impossible  for  it  to  find 
its  way  to  tiie  hearts  or  the  understandings  of  men. 
When,  not  long  ago,  it  was  affirmed  in  this  house, 
that  the  constitution  gave  to  congress  a power  to 
make  certain  public  improvements — to  open  the 
channels  for  wealth  and  trade  to  flow  from  one 
quarter  of  the  country  to  anotlier— to  approximate 
them  to  each  other,  to  connect  them  by  the  ties  of 
interest  and  mutual  dependence  and  mutual  regard, 
I listened  with  attention  and  pleasure,  for!  expect- 
ed to  find  a power  so  beneficent.  So,  sir,  if  I am 
told  tliat  there  is  a power  in  the  constitution  to 
arrest  the  march  of  slavery,  to  extend  the  sphere  of 
freedom,  personal  as  well  as  political,  that,  too,  I 
expect  to  find.  But,  when  I am  told,  that  there  is 
a silent,  dormant  principle  in  the  constitution — a 
sullen  power  that  forbids  us  to  check  the  extension 
of  sUvery,  I confess  to  you  that  I involuntarily 
shrink  from  the  process  of  reasoning  by  which  it 
is  deduced,  and  revolt  involuntarily  from  the  con- 
clusion. If  it  be  apparent,  I must  and  will  submit 
to  it;  but  if  it  be  not  clear,  I am  not  disposed  to 
search  for  it,  either  among  the  high  attributes  of 
severe igm  power,  or  the  more  frequent  refuge  of 
state  rights. 

But,  i admit  that  this  assertion  is  true,  as  to  every 
rightful  and  essential  power,  which  belongs  inse- 
parably to  republican  self-government,  or  is  nece.s- 
sary  to  place  a state  upon  an  equal  political  footing 
with  her  sister  states,  and  render  her  worthy  to  be 
a member  of  tlie  confederacy.  As  to  the  rights  of 
self-government,  I have  nothing  more  to  say.  It 
only  remains  to  enquire,  whether  the  proposed  re- 
striction disturbs  or  interferes  with  any  of  the  great 
political  rights  of  the  state,  or  is  calculated  to  lessen 
her  weiglit  and  influence  in  the  scale  of  the  union? 
The  great  and  important  rights  of  every  state,  is 
that  which  regards  her  representation  in  the  na- 
tional councils.  Is  that  impaired  by  the  restriction? 
The  compromise  of  the  constitution,  in  the  article 
of  representation,  wa.s  founded  upon  a simple,  and 
now  well  established  principle,  applied  to  preserve 
the  balance  of  the  existing  states.  It  was  not,  that 
property  was  to  be  represented — for,  than  every 
kind  of  property  ought  to  have  been  estimated  in 
fixing  the  ratio — but  that  this  particular  kind  of 
property,  occupied  the  place  and  consumed  the 
food  of  a free  population,  and  to  that  extent  lesssen- 
ed  the  comparative  numbers  of  the  state,  not  for  a 
time  only,  but  forever.  If  the  free  population  had 
furnislied  the  ratio,  how  many  repi’esentatives 
would  Virginia  now  have?  To  preserve  the  balance 
of  the  states,  then  and  thereafter,  the  rule  of  three- 
fifths  was  adopted,  and  with  this  rule,  the  constitu- 
tion considers  that  there  is  a fair  politicai  equality 
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between  the  free  states  and  the  slave  states.  Can 
it  be  said,  that  the  political  rights  of  the  state  are 
in  this  leading  and  all-important  point  impaired  by 
the  restriction  ? In  point  of  fact,  her  influence  and 
power  are  increased,  for  the  free  population  will 
Hicrease  more  rapidly  than  the  slave  population, 
and  she  is  entitled  to  a representation  for  the  whole 
number,  instead  of  being  limited,  as  to  a part,  to 
three-fifths.  Whoever  will  take  the  trouble  to  ex- 
amine the  comparative  increase  of  the  two  descrip- 
tions of  states,  will  be  satisfied  of  this,  and  I have 
no  desire  to  obtain  for  the  free  states  the  advantage 
hinted  at  by  a member, who  has  opposed  the  amend- 
ment, of  infusing  into  the  states  to  be  formed,  a 
debilitating  disease,  which  will  stint  their  growth, 
and  lessen  their  political  weight  in  the  union.  The 
political  right  of  a state,  secured  by  the  constitu- 
tion, is,  if  there  are  slaves,  to  apply  to  them  the 
rule  of  three-fifths,  and  that  right,  I admit,  cannot 
be  infringed.  But  it  is  not  necessary  to  the  enjoy- 
ment of  the  full  benefit  of  the  principle  of  repre- 
sentation, not  fairly  to  be  deduced  from  it  as  a part 
©f  the  compromise,  that  a new  state  should  be  per- 
mitted to  have  slaves. 

1 may  be  allowed  again  to  ask,  what  are  the  po- 
litical rights  of  a state  in  regard  to  the  union  P 
They  are  the  political  rights  of  the  free  inltabitants, 
the  only  condition  known  to  the  constitution.  Slaves 
have  no  political  rights.  They  are  acquired  by  Jorce^ 
and  they  are  held  by  Jorce,-  and  if  it  be  lawful  to  hold 
them  at  all,  it  is  also  lawful  to  use  any  degree  of 
force  that  is  necessary  to  liold  them  in  quiet  sub- 
iection.  Every  law  of  a slave-holding  state,  which 
provides  particularly  for  tliis  condition  of  men,  by 
peculiar  exertions  of  authority,  by  an  unusual  dis- 
cipline, or  by  unusual  terrors  and  punishments,  hav- 
ing  no  view  to  their  own  benefit,  but  only  to  tha 
safety  of  their  masters,  is  an  exertion  of  for ce^  ne- 
cessary (wliere  the  condition  exists)  for  the  sebu- 
rity  of  society,  not  to  be  mentioned  reproachfully, 
much  less  to  be  interfered  with,  but  still  a mere  ex- 
fxlion  of  force  demonstrating  that  slaves  have  no  politi- 
cal righls.  They  add  nothing  to  the  mass  of  rights. 

I would  not  be  understood  to  question  the  power 
of  the  states  where  this  condition  exists.  Whether 
it  is  a power  reserved,  or  a power  acquired,  it  is, 
as  to  them,  recognized  by  the  constitution,  and 
entitled  to  the  support  and  protection  of  the  whole 
jitrength  of  the  union.  We  may  have  our  wishes 
and  our  feelings  on  the  subject — it  is  forthem  alone 
10  decide  how  long  this  state  of  things  shall  conti- 
nue. If  ever  the  time  shoyld  come,  when  they 
shall  be  able  and  willing  to  rid  themselves  of  the 
evil,  it  will  be  hailed  with  unaffected  delight.  Till 
then,  while  this  constitution  endures,  we  have  no 
right  to  ascend  beyond  its  provisions,  and  we  are 
bound  to  carry  them  fully  into  effect.  The  state 
which  1 have  the  honor  to  represent,  has  been  as 
ardent  and  sincere  in  the  cause  of  emancipation  as 
any  state  in  this  union;  but  she  has  never  lost  sight 
of  her  obligations  to  her  sister  states.  Her  laws 
and  her  judicial  decisions,  will  be  found  to  be  in 
strict  conformity  with  the  constitution,  and  so  they 
will  continue  to  be. 

If  the  members  of  the  convention  meant  to  frame 
a compact  between  the  states,  to  the  effect  which 
has  been  mentioned,  that  is  to  say,  that  every  new 
state  should,  in  this  respect,  be  left  entirely  free, 
we  might  reasonably  expect  to  find  it  somewhere 
in  the  constitution.  It  could  not  have  been  forgot- 
ten or  overlooked — it  was  a subject  in  itself  of  too 
much  interest  and  importance.  And,  besides,  the 


ordinance  of  1787,  was  adopted  while  the  conveir-' 
tion  was  sitting  that  framed  the  constitution,  and 
that  ordinance  provided  for  the  admission  of  states, 
with  a perpetual  inhibition  of  slavery.  Under  the 
confederation,  it  had  been  assumed  as  a power  be- 
longing to  congress,  and  exercised  as  a power  fit 
to  be  exercised  by  congress.  It  is  incredible,  that 
the  constitution  should  have  designed  to  disaffirm 
all  this,  and  yet  have  said  nothing  about  it,  but  con- 
ferred without  limitation  the  very  power  to  which 
it  had  become  an  established  incident. 

Can  any  good  reason  be  assigned  why  the  exist- 
ing states  should  have  entered  into  such  a compact? 

It  was  not  necessary  to  the  compromise,  which  re- 
garded only  the  actual  condition  of  the  states,  and 
which  meant  to  preserve  to  each  of  them,  nothing, 
more  than  the  power  within  its  limits.  The  con- 
stitution  vvas  not  formed  for  a day  ora  year,  but  for 
a succession  of  time — I hope  for  ages;  and  it  might 
easily  have  been  foreseen,  that  cases  would  proba- 
bly occur,  in  which  tlie  exercise  of  such  a power 
by  the  government  would  be  of  the  utmost  import- 
ance. Suppose  the  case  of  a distant  or  a frontief 
state  applying  for  admission.  If  you  permit  her  to 
have  this  kind  of  population,  you  are  bound  by  the 
constitution  to  protect  her  with  all  the  means  of 
the  union,  against  the  insurrection  of  the  enemy 
within  her  bosom,  and  against  the  inroads  of  any 
foreign  nation.  You  are  bound,  even  to  secure  to 
her  the  enjoyment  of  this  very  property,  and  if  a 
neighboring  power  should,  by  force  or  seductioiv 
carry  off  her  slaves,  it  would  become  a ca^ise  of 
national  quarrel  and  of  war.  Our  own  recent  his- 
tory gives  us  an  example  of  something  of  this  sort. 
What  was  the  Seminole  war  ? The  runaway  slaves 
of  Georgia,  combining  with  outlaws  and  Indians  in 
Florida,  carried  on  hostilities  upon  the  borders  of 
Georgia,  and  that  state,  (as  she  had  a right  to  do), 
called  wpon  tiie  United  States  for  protection.  It 
was  granted,  and  hence  the  Seminolb  war.  If  a 
new  state,  circumstanced  as  I have  suppo.sed,  should 
apply  for  admission  into  the  unioo,  would  it  not  be 
reasonable,  nay,  would  it  not  be  essentially  just  ami 
necessary,  to  require  her  first  to  stipulate,  that  she 
would  not  introduce  that  source  of  weakness  and 
that  cause  of  quarrel,  which  might  be  so  expen- 
sive and  burthensome  to  the  union?  It  ought  not 
to  be  a concern  of  the  state  alone,  because  it  may 
become  a charge  to  the  nation. 

I think  I may  safely  affirm  that  this  is  the  prac- 
tical, established  construction  of  the  constitution, 
used  and  approved  from  its  adoption  to  tlie  present 
day.  But  permit  me  for  a moment  to  examine  the 
spirit  of  that  instrument.  If,  as  is  clearly  shown, 
the  toleration  of  slavery  by  the  constitution,  and 
the  corresponding  provisions,  wei’e  owing  to  an 
incidental,  existing  and  uncontrollable  necessity, 
then  it  is  plainly  the  spirit  of  the  compact,  that  the 
power  should  never  be  permitted  to  a new  state, 
but  where  the  same  impei’ions  circumstances  ex- 
ist to  demand  it,  as  in  the  case  of  the  original  states. 
Such  was  the  fact  in  the  instance  of  Louisiana. 
What,  then,  is  it,  that  congress  are  to  do  upon  such 
an  occasion  ? I'o  impose  conditions,  arbitrarily  ? 
No.  1'o  judge  of  the  circumstances,  regaixling  in 
due  proportion  the  interests  of  the  state  and  tlie 
union.  If  that  deplorable  necessity  exist,  they 
permit  in  silence,  what,  (like  the  framers  of  the 
constitution),  they  will  not  in  terms  avow.  If  not^ 
they  adjudicate  by  the  restriction,  which  it  is  then 
their  moral  and  constitutional  duty  to  impose. 

(~To  be  concluded  in  Supplement. j 
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f Ml.  Sergeant’s  speech — concluded. J imitted,  upon  the  very  subject  now  in  question,  and 

This  is  the  true,  it  is  the  necessary,  and  only  | plainly  intimates  adesig^n  to  give  a control  to  con- 
just  construction  of  the  constitution — t)>e  oruy  one  jgress  over  the  introduction  of  slavery  into  states  to 


that  is  coi\sistent  either  with  the  professions  we 
liave  been  in  the  habit  of  making,  or  with  the  hope 
that  was  certainly  once  very  much  ciierished,  that 
a mode  might  some  day  be  devised  of  abolishing 
this  great  evih  We  may  assert  as  we  v/ill,  tluvt  we 
are  not  in  favor  of  slavery;  as  long  as  it  shall  be 
seriously  insisted  that,  by  the  constitution  of  our 
country,  every  new  state  has  the  inherent  and  in- 
alienable right  of  establishing  domestic  servitude, 
so  Jong  our  assertions  wii!  be  disbelieved,  and  we 
ourselves,  as  well  as  that  venerated  instrument,  be 
charged  with  hypocrisy.  Suppose,  sir,  that  the 
existing  states  were  in  a course  of  abolition,  would 
it  be  permitted  to  a new  state,  governed  by  some 
selfish  or  ill-juJged  views  of  interest,  to  revive  the 
condition  of  slavery,  and  thus  to  control  and  defeat 
the  policy  of  ail  the  others  ? Ought  it  to  be  in  the 
power  of  any  new  state,  to  enlarge  the  region  of 
slavery,  and  iluis  to  increase  t!ie  difficuities,  alrea- 
dy sufficiently  great,  presented  by  this  very  diffi- 
cult and  embarrassing  subject  ? Can  it  be,  that 
we  sincerely  believe  it  to  be  an  evil,  and  yet  will 
gravely  insist  that  it  is  a right  of  every  new  state 
to — do  what  ? I was  going  to  say,  enjoy  this  evil; 
but  that  would  be  a perversion  of  terms — affiict  snid 
injure  herself,  and  lier  associates  too,  by  affinittiug 
it  witiiin  iier  limits  ? If  it  be  a good,  the  argument 
is  intelligible:  If  it  be  even  doubtful,  there  is  still 
some  scope  for^choice;  but  if  it  be  au  acknowledg- 
ed evil,  it  seepus  to  me  extravagant,  if  not  absurd, 
to  contend  that  there  is  a rig'ht  to  liave  it,  and  that 
a prohibition  restrains  or  impairs  the  just  liberty 
of  a new  state. 

This  construction,  too,  is  plainly  Indicated  by  at 
least  one  provision  of  the  constitution,  I mean  the 
9th  section  of  the  1st  article.  “The  migration  or 
importation  of  such  persons  as  any  of  the  states  now 
existing  shall  think  propel*  to  admit,  shall  not  be 
prohibited  by  congress  prior  to  the  year  1808.” 
Why  is  this  restraint  upon  the  power  of  congress, 
confined  to  the  states  “/low  existing?^’  It  was  to 
give  to  cong’pess  the  power,  immediately,  to  prevent 
the  introduction  of  slavery  into  the  states  to  be 


be  formed;  it  also  seems  to  me  to  afford  a constitu<= 
tional  sanction  to  the  ordinance  itself. 

The  view  which  I luive  thus.  I fear  at  too  great 
expense  of  time  and  patience  to  tiie  committee, 
endeavored  to  present,  is,  to  my  mind,  so  conclu- 
sive, that  I should  hope  it  v/ould  be  unnecessary  to 
detain  them  longer.  Rut,  there  has  been  all  along 
an  assumption,  by  those  who  are-  opposed  to  the 
amendment,  which  I think  extremely  questionable, 
if  it  be  not  wholly  unfounded.  It  is  assumed,  that 
tlie  condition  proposed  by  the  amendment,  will 
produce  an  inequality  between  the  state  to  be  ad- 
mitted and  the  existing  states.  It  is  not  material, 
(the  inequality  being  of  no  consequence),  but!  mis- 
take if  I may  not  safely  deny  that  it  will  occasion 
any  inequality  at  ail.  Sir,  has  any  state  in  this 
union  a constitutional  capacity  to  originate  or 
establish  a slate  of  slavery?  To  be  more  precise— 

I If  a state,  (Pennsylvania,  for  example),  has  once 
abolished  slavery,  has  it  a power,  without  tlie  con- 
sent, and  against  the  will  of  congress,  to  restore  that 
condition  ? Tins  is  an  interesting,  but  I think  it  is 
not  a difficult  question,  and  certainly  it  is  not  a dan- 
gerous one  to  discuss.  No  state  that  has  once 
abolished  slavery,  will  I believe,  ever  desire  to  re- 
store it.  And  here,  sir,  I invoke  to  m.y  aid  the 
great  principles  of  the  constitution,  and  the  g-reat 
truths  of  the  declaration  of  independence.  I in- 
voke, too,  the  principle  of  the  compromise,  founded 
as  it  was  upon  an  existing  state  of  things,  and  re- 
cog'nizing  no  rights  but  wliat  necessity  conferred. 

The  reiiuclion  of  a fellow  creature  to  slavery,  to 
a state  where  nothing  is  his  own  but  his  sorrows 
and  his  sufferings,  is,  if  you  ])lease,  an  act  of  sove- 
reign power,  that  is,  of  sovereign  force,  wliich 
obeys  no  law  but  its  ovyn  will,  and  knows  no  limits 
but  the  measure  of  its  strength.  If  these  states 
were  sovereign,  they  too,  like  other  sovereigns, 
might  exert  a lawless  power,  it  would,  neverthe- 
less,  be  morally  wrong.  Rut  they  are  sovereignties, 
qualified  by  the  grants  of  power  to  the  union,  and 
by  the  great  political  principles  upon  which  ail  our 
institutions  repose.  'Phe  sanction  of  these  princi- 


formed.  I do  not  doubt  that  it  had  a particular!  ]>les  is  now  added  to  the  force  of  moral  obligation 
reference  to  the  ordinance  of  1787,  and  was  meant | and  the  beautiful  feature  of  our  government,  that 
to  guard  against  the  inference,  that  congress  had,  which  entitles  it  to  tlie  respect  of  strangers,  and  to 
not  the  autliorily  to  compie  the  work  the  ordinance  jour  affection -that  wliich  distinguishes  it  fiora  all 
hadbegun.  For,  if  the  restraint  had  been  general,)  the  governments  that  have  ever  existed,  is  to  be 


cemprebending*  the  states  to  be  formed,  as  well  as 
those  existing,  congress  cotild  not  witliin  the  twen- 
ty years  have  jirohibited  the  “migration  or  importa- 
tion” of  slaves  into  the  states  to  be  admitted  into 
the  North  West  territory;  and  then,  one  of  two 
consequences  must  have  followed,  either  congress 
would  iiave  refused  to  admit  the  states  within  tlie 
twenty  years.  Which  would  not  have  been  consis- 
tent with  the  engagements  entered  into,  or  they 
must  have  admitted  them  with  tlie  power  of  receiv- 
ing slaves,  which  would  have  been  contrary  to  the 
provisions  of  tlie  ordinance:  It  is  therefore,  I say, 

that  this  section  of  the  constitution  bad  a plain  re- 
ference to  the  ordinance;  and  while  it  evinces  in 
the  clearest  manner,  a constitutional  distinction 


found  in  this  single  truth.  Such  is  its  structure, 
that  it  can  do  no  lawless  violence;  and  whenever 
we  speak  of  sovereigmty,  we  mean  a rightful  moral 
sovereignty,  and  not  a power  to  do  whatever  it  has 
strengtii  to  accomplish. 

Whence,  then,  can  a state  derive  such  a right,  I 
mean  a l ight  to  originate  cr  re-establisli  slavery-?  It 
cannot,  by  force,  reduce  freemen  to  the  condition 
of  slaves.  This  no  one  would  undertake  to  main- 
tain. It  cannot  draw  them  from  abroad,  for  con- 
gress have  the  unquestionable  power  to  prohibit 
importation.  Can  it  receive  them  from  other  states 
of  this  union  ? The  supposition  imputes  to  the 
constitution  the  greatest  weakness,  and  is  wholly 
inconsistent  with  the  hope  entertained  by  the  great 


between  tb.e  existing*  states,  and  sti^tes  to  be  ad-1  men  v/l»o  framed  it,  that  thii?  evil  might  some  dav 
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be  abolished.  1 think  this  channel  is  stopped,  as  it : pa^es  of  Dr.  Seyberl’s  Statistical  Annals,  (37,  38), 
ong-ht  to  be,  by  tlie  power  of  congress  to  prevent:  the  word  is  three  times  used  to  denote  the  change 
importation  and  migration.  Importation,  we  all  un-j  or  transferor  residence  from  one  state  to  another; 
derstand  to  include  slaves  brought  in  from  abroad,}  and,  it  may  be  remarked  in  passing,  is  accompanied 
from  any  foreign  territory,  whether  by  land  or  by  ! with  a reflection  which  well  deserves  the  attention 
water;  and  we  all  agree,  that  it  is  sufficient  to  coni-j  of  those  who  insist  so  strenuously  upon  the  free 
prebend  in  its  interdict,  every  bringing  in  of  slaves  admission  of  Missouri,  in  order  tliatthe  owners  of 
from  abroad.  I’he  term  “migration”  is  applied  to}  slaves  may  be  enabled  to  go  into  that  st;ite.  “It  is 
the  same  description  of  “persons,”  and  upon  the}  important  to  consider  how  far  the  ddfusion  of  our 
plainest  principles  of  construction  must  be  under 
stood  to  apply  to  something  different  from  “impor- 
tation.” Whan  can  it  apply  to,  but  the  passage  or 
transfer  of  slaves  from  one  state  or  territory  to  ano- 
ther ? An  argument  urged  by  the  member  who 
last  addressed  the  committee,  (Mr.  Clay),  I mean 
the  argument  derived  from  that  part  of  the  consti- 
tion  which  denies  to  congress  the  power  of  impos- 
ing a duty  upon  exports  from  any  of  the  states, 
strongly  supports  this  interpretation.  The  two 
clauses,  taken  together,  (and  they  are  in  the  same 
section),  amount  to  this:  you  shall  not  prohibit  the 
“importation”  until  after  the  year  1808,  but  in  the 
mean  time,  you  may  impose  a tax  or  duty  upon 
“such  importation,”  not  exceeding  ten  dollars  for 
each  person:  you  shall  not,  during  the  same  peidod, 
prohibit  “migration;”  but  can  you  impose  a duty  or 
tax  ? No.  The  authority  to  impose  a duty  or  tax 
is  dropped;  and  why  ? Because  migration,  mean- 
ing, (as  we  insist),  a transfer  from  state  to  state,  in- 
cludes, in  every  instance,  the  exportation  from  a 
state,  and  therefore,  by  the  fifth  clause  of  the  same 
section,  no  “duty  or  tax”  can  be  laid  upon  it. 

Various  interpretations  of  this  clause  of  the  con- 
stitution have  been  attempted  by  those  who  are  op- 
posed to  the  amendment,  but  none  of  them,  I think, 
consistent  with  the  fair  import  of  the  terms,  or  the 
manifest  spirit  of  the  constitution.  One  gentleman, 
indeed,  (Mr.  Smith,  of  Maryland),  has  said,  some 
days  ago,  that  it  was  intended  to  give  to  congress 
the  power  to  prevent  the  passage  from  one  state 
into  another  of  slaves  imported  into  the  former 
from  abroad.  His  long  experience  and  knowledge 
entitle  the  suggestion  to  great  consideration,  and  it 
appears  to  me  to  concede  the  precise  construction 
contended  for.  He  admits  that  the  clause  applies 
to  slaves,  and  the  term  “migration”  to  slaves  trans- 
feiTed  from  one  state  to  another.  Now,  as  there  is 
no  description  of  the  kind  of  slaves,  which  limits 
it  to  slaves  imported,  it  must  apply  to  all  slaves.  I 
will  not  insist  upon  the  advantage  of  this  conces- 
sion; the  case  is  fully  made  out  without  it. 

But  we  are  told  by  the  gentleman  from  Delaware, 
that  the  technical  meaning  of  the  word  migration, 
is  a change  of  residence  from  one  country  to  ano- 
ther. I must  be  permitted  to  say,  that  I am  not 
aware  that  the  word  in  question  has  ever  received 
a technical  meaning.  We  call  those  words  techni- 
cal which  have  been  appropriated  to  the  service  of 
an  art  or  science,  and  in  relation  to  that  art  or  sci. 
ence  have  received  a definite  and  somewhat  ai’tifi- 
cial  sense,  well  understood  by  those  who  are  ac- 
quainted with  the  subject.  Thus,  when  we  speak 
of  an  “estate  tail,”  or  “a  contingent  remainder,” 
the  language  is  perfectly  intelligible  to  a lawyer. 

The  term,  migration,  has  never,  to  my  knowledge, 
l.een  so  appropriated,  unless  it  may  be  considered 
as  having  been  adopted  by  naturalists  as  descriptive 
of  the  habits  of  certain  animals,  and  then  it  means 
simply  a oliange  of  climate,  for  the  sake  of  tem- 
perature, or  a change  of  place  for  the  sake  of  food; 
but  not  a change  of  country.  In  its  vulgar  sense, 
that  is,  its  common  sense,  as  given  to  us  in  diction- 
aries, as  used  in  conversation,  or  by  approved 
Writers,  it  means  pnly  a cliange  ^f  place.  Ip  two 


population  may  weaken  us  as  a nation,  and  what 
will  be  the  effect  of  the  migrations  on  the  agricul- 
ture of  the  Atlantic  states  ? Many  valuable  farms, 
originally  productive,  have  been  abandoned,  after 
they  were  exhausted  and  made  barren  from  con- 
stant cultivation,  and  no  application  of  the  means 
to  restore  their  lost  fertility.  If  migration  be  con- 
tinued under  these  circumstances,  some  districts 
will  hereafter  exliibit  all  the  features  and  poverty 
of  a desert,  and  extensive  tracts  of  valuable  land 
will  be  a waste,  to  the  injury  of  our  agriculture, 
manufactures  and  commerce.  In  many  of  these 
situations,  industry  would  be  abundantly  rewarded 
for  all  the  labor  and  expense  of  renovating  the  un- 
raanaged  and  impoverished  soil.”  I am  reminded 
by  some  one  near  me,  of  another  difficulty  suppos- 
ed to  be  in  the  way  of  our  construction,  and  that  is, 
that  migration  means  a voluntary  change  of  place, 
and  that  the  removal  of  a slave  is  without  his  own 
consent.  Even  if  this  v/ere  correct,it  would  amount 
to  nothing.  The  will  of  a slave  is  always  the  will 
of  his  master;  and  his  acts,  wherever  they  are  in 
obedience  to  his  master’s  orders,  are,  by  the  con- 
stitution and  laws,  deemed  to  be  voluntary.  What 
other  term  could  have  been  employed  ? We  are 
to  remember,  that  though  the  slave  is  regarded  as 
property,  yet  is  he  also  regarded  as  a “person,” — 
a human  being,  having  a will,  but  that  will  ever  in 
coincidence  with  the  wishes  of  his  master;  and  it 
is  from  this  anomalous  composition  of  character, 
that  the  constitution  itself  had  great  difficulty  in 
finding  terms  applicable  to  his  condition  or  con- 
duct. 

We  have  been  told,  too,  (for  the  attempts  have 
been  numerous  to  avoid  the  force  of  this  clause), 
that  it  applies  to  freemen  coming  from  abroad.  It 
would  be  very  extraordinary,  indeed,  if  the  same 
word,  in  the  same  sentence,  were  to  be  interpreted 
to  include  two  descriptions  so  opposite  as  freemen 
and  slaves.  But  all  this  is  minute  verbal  criticism, 
and  I fear  I shall  fatigue  the  committee  by  dwelling 
upon  it.  There  is  a much  broader,  and  still  more 
satisfactory  answer  to  the  objection.  The  clause  in 
question  has  always  been  understood  to  apply  to 
slaves,  and  to  slaves  only,  from  the  adoption  of  the 
constitution  to  the  present  time.  It  is,  (and  that  is 
entirely  conclusive),  a restraint  upon  the  power  of 
congress,  insisted  upon  by  the  slave-holding  states, 
to  secure,  for  a limited  time,  the  right  of  supplying 
themselves  with  slaves.  This  is  familiarly  known 
to  every  person  who  has  any  acquaintance  with 
the  history  of  the  constitution,  and  it  is  known, 
also,  that  two  of  the  states,  (South  Carolina  and 
Georgia),  would  not  have  come  into  the  union  with- 
out it.  How  any  one,  knowing  these  things,  can 
gravely  assert  that  the  clause  has  any  provision  re- 
lating to  freemen,  it  is  entirely  impossible  for  me 
to  sonceive.  It  imputes  either  mistake  or  foolish 
design  to  the  framers  of  that  instrument;  for  no 
good  reason  can  possibly  be  assigned  for  withhold- 
ing from  congress,  during  the  twenty  years,  any 
power  it  possessed,  over  the  admission  of  freemen, 
though  W'e  know  well  the  reason,  (good  or  bad), 
for  restraining  the  power  as  it  respected  slaves.  I 
ii^gd  not  Xh^  observation,  of  the  ine,mbei: 
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from  Delaware,  that  this,  being-  a federal  power, 
must  be  understood  as  applying  in  its  exercise  to 
the  union,  and  not  the  states.  Every  power,  to  be 
exercised  by  congress,  is  a federal  power, .but  it 
does  not  follow  that  it  is  not  to  operate  upon  tlie 
states.  This,  in  particular,  by  its  very  terms,  is  to 
apply  to  the  states  individually.  But  I hasten  to 
another  objection,  which  has  been  very  seriously 
urged,  and,  if  well  founded,  renders  all  this  exami- 
nation superduous.  We  are  informed  that  tfie 
clause  in  question  is  not  a grant  of  power,  it  is  only 
a restriction  or  restraint  upon  power.  To  speak 
with  perfect  precision,  it  is  an  exception  or  re- 
siraint,  for  a limited  time,  upon  tiie  exercise  of  a 
power.  Such  an  exception,  it  is  most  clear,  is  con- 
clusive evidence  of  a grant;  for  if  tliere  were  no 
power  granted,  there  could  be  no  exception  from, 
or  restraint  upon  its  exercise.  It  is  of  itself  eq-ui- 
valent  to  a grantof  tlie  power,  after  the  expiration 
of  the  time.  A rule  of  this  iiouse  directs,  that 
.strangers  shall  not  be  admitted  during  the  time  it 
js  in  session.  Would  any  one  doubt  that  this  gives 
permission  to  strangers  to  enter  at  other  times  i* 

If  this  interjiretation,  however,  (contrary  as  it  is 
to  the  plain  design  of  tiie  constitution),  were  cor- 
rect, still  there  would  be  no  dilliculty.  It  follows 
immediate!}^  after  the  enumeration  of  the  powers 
granted  to  cor.gress,  and  among  them  we  shall  cer- 
tainly find  that  which  was  intended  for  a time  to  be 
restrained,  unless  we  suppose  the  fr.amers  of  the 
constitution  to  iiuve  misundei\stood,  most  grossly, 
their  own  work.  If  there  be  some  ambiguity  in 
the  language,  it  arises  from  the  remarkable  reserve 
of  the  convention,  upon  a subject  which  they  did 
not  choose  to  call  by  its  proper  name,  and  that  am- 
biguity ouglit  to  be  favorably  expounded.  Con- 
gress, then,  have  a power  “to  provide  for  the  com- 
mon defence  and  general  welfare,’^  and  for  that 
purpose  they  have  a specific  power  to  “regulate 
commerce  with  foreign  nations,  among  the  states, 
and  with  the  Indian  tribes.’^  Slaves  are  every  where 
articles  of  trade,  the  subjects  of  traffic  and  commerce, 
bought  and  sold,  from  place  to  place,  and  from 
hand  to  hand,  by  public  sale  or  by  private  sale,  as 
suits  the  convenience  or  interest  of  the  owner,  and 
are  in  all  respects  treated  as  property.  The  gene- 
ral power  to  regulate  commerce,  includes  in  it,  of 
course,  a power  to  regulate  this  kind  of  commerce. 
With  respect  to  slaves  imported  from  abroad,  this 
lias  not  been  disputed,  and  cannot  be  disputed — 
while  it  continued,  it  was  a branch  of  the  trade 
witli  foreign  nations.  The  power  to  regulate  com- 
merce “among  the  states”  is  given  in  the  same 
clause  and  exactly  in  tlie  same  terms  as  the  power 
to  “regulate  commerce  with  foreign  nations.”  If 
the  latter  authorized  congress  to  prohibit  the  im- 
portation of  slaves  from  abroad,  (which  has  never 
been  even  questioned),  how  can  it  be  doubted  that 
the  former  gives  them  authority,  when  in  their 
opinion  the  “general  welfare”  or  the  “common  de- 
fence” requires  it,  to  prohibit  the  transportation 
from  state  to  state  i’  If  one  comprehends  slaves, 
so  does  tlie  other,  and  if  this  conclusion  had  never 
been  carried  into  practical  effect,  it  would  only 
prove  that  no  case  haa  occurred  in  which  congress 
thought  it  expedient  to  exert  the  power.  But,  this 
construction  is  obviously  necessary  to  the  plain  de- 
sign of  the  constitution,  not  only  to  the  large  and 
liberal  views  with  respect  to  the  whole  subject  of 
slavery,  of  which  I will  speak  hereafter,  but  the 
particular  design  manifested  in  the  very  clause  now 
in  question.  It  is  conceded  that  congress  might  at 
all  times  prohibit  the  importation  of  slaves  from 
abroad  into  the  territories  of  the  United  States,  as 


well  as  into  states  formed  after  the  constitution,  the 
restriction  until  the  year  1808,  being  confined  to 
the  states  then  exisiing.  Of  what  avail  was  this 
power,  (however  derived),  unless  they  could  also 
prevent  importation  through  other  states,  or  rather 
the  ]>assage  of  newly  imported  slaves  from  the  old 
states  into  new  states  or  territories  ? Sir,  this  con- 
struction, in  itself  so  reasonable,  has  actually  been 
adopted  in  practice.  By  the  act  of  1804,  for  divid- 
ing Louisiana  into  two  territories,  and  making  pro- 
vision I'orthe  government  of  the  soutliern  portion, 
it  is  enacted  that  no  slave  shall  be  imported  from 
abroad,  and  none  shall  be  brought  from  any  port  or 
place  -iuithin  the  limits  of  the  United  States  that  have 
been  imported  since  the  first  day  of  May,  1798 — or 
shall  hereafter  be  imported.  It  is  no  answer  to 
this  to  say,  that  the  slaves  of  a man  migrating  from 
one  state  to  another,  are  not  carried  thither  for  the 
purpose  of  commerce  or  trade,  but  are  a part  of 
what  has  been  called  “his  family.”  The  power  to 
regulate  commerce,  extends  to  every  thing  wliich 
is  the  subject  of  traltic,  and  is  limited  only  by  the 
nature  of  the  article,  hot  by  the  intention  or  views 
of  the  owner;  or  else,  every  law  for  the  regulation 
of  trade  would  become  ineffectual — slaves  may  be 
carried  for  the  purpose  of  selling,  and  even  when 
this  is  not  the  original  intention,  tliey  may  never- 
theless be  sold,  and  a man,  after  disposing  of  all  liis 
“family,”  may  return  and  buy  another  family,  and 
afterwards  sell  it.  They  are  articles  of  traffic,  and 
that  is  enough— -neither  is  it  any  answer  to  say,  that 
the  power  in  question  is  a power  to  be  exercised 
by  legislation,  and  not  in  the  form  of  a condition  to 
be  prescribed  to  a particular  state.  If  it  exist  at 
all,  of  Avhich  I hope  there  is  now  no  doubt,  we  ar- 
rive, after  this,  I fear,  very  tedious  investigation,  at 
a result  decisive  of  the  present  controversy.  For 
if  the  exposition  given  be  correct,  it  will  follow, 
that  no  state  in  the  union,  having  once  abolished 
slavery,  can  re-establish  it  without  the  consent  of 
congress;  and  that  it  is  no  disparagement  of  the 
rights  of  a new  state  to  lay  it  under  the  same  pro- 
hibition. There  is  then  a precise  and  perfect 
equality. 

But,  notwithstanding  any  supposed  ambiguity  in 
the  constitution,  arising  from  the  cause  I have  ad- 
verted to,  there  are  great  leading  points  in  that  in- 
strument, which  were  intended  to  stand  out  upon 
occasions  like  the  present,  as  guides  and  marks  to 
direct  our  steps,  and  it  is  a relief  to  our  selves,  as 
well  as  a debt  of  justice  to  those  who  framed  the 
constitution,  to  keep  them  constantly  in  view. — 
We  can  see  there,  plainly  asserted,  the  political  and 
personal  equality  of  men — a deep  and  humiliating 
sense  of  the  evil  of  slavery—  a hope  that  it  mig-ht 
at  some  time  be  abolislicd,  and  a determination  as 
soon  as  possible  to  abolish  it.  From  the  date  of  the 
constitution  to  the  present  moment,  these  have 
been  the  governing  principles  of  this  nation’s  con- 
duct, and  the  present  is  the  first  effort  to  arrest  a 
career  urged  equally  by  policy  and  humanity.  If 
Missouri  be  permitted  to  establish  slaveiy,  we  shall 
bring  upon  ourselves  tiie  charge  of  hypocrisy  and 
insincerity,  and  upon  the  constitution  a deep  stain, 
whic!)  must  impair  its  lustre,  and  weaken  its  title  to 
the  public  esteem.  It  is  to  no  purpose  to  say,  tliat 
the  question  of  slavery  is  a question  of  state  con- 
cern. It  affects  the  union  in  its  interests,  its  resour- 
ces, and  character,  permanently — perhaps  forever. 
One  single  state,  to  gratify  the  desire  of  a moment, 
may  do  what  all  the  union  cannot  undo —may  pro- 
duce an  everlasting  evil,  shame  and  reproach. — 
And  why?  Because  it  is  a state  riglit.  Sir,  you 
may  turn  this  matter  as  you  will;  Missouri  wiien  she 
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becomes  a state,  grows  out  of  the  constitution,  she 
is  formed  under  the  care  of  congress,  and  admitted 
by  congress;  arid  if  she  has  a right  to  establish  sla- 
very, it  is  a right  derived  directly  from  the  consti- 
tution, and  conferred  upon  her  through  the  instru- 
mentality of  congress.  We  cannot  escape  from  our 
share  of  the  blame,  and,  (which  is  infinitely  worse,) 
we  cannot  rescue  the  constitution  from  the  oppro- 
brium which  belongs  to  such  a deed.  That  refined 
construction  which  makes  the  constitution  a silent 
and  acquiescing  accessary,  looking  with  undisturb- 
ed complacency  upon  what  it  professes  to  hold  in 
detestation,  may  answer  the  purpose  of  argument 
here,  but  it  can  avail  nowhere  else.  The  judg- 
ment of  mankind  is  not  formed  upon  artificial  dis- 
tinctions like  this.  As  surely  as  the  tree  is  judged 
by  its  fruit,  will  the  constitution  be  judged  by  what 
it  produces.  I earnestly  beseech  gentlemen,  then, 
to  save  the  constitution  from  a stain  which  has 
never  yet  been  fixed  upon  it,  and  with  this  entreaty, 
under  the  deepest  and  most  sincere  feeling,  Heave 
it  in  their  haiids. 

2.  Upon  the  subject  of  the  treaty  of  cession,  I 
will  detain  the  committee  but  a very  short  time. — 
It  has  always  appeared  to  me  to  be  a proof  of  the 
weakness  of  the  argument  against  the  amendment, 
that  it  v/as  obliged  to  resort  for  support  to  this  to- 
pic, because  it  supposes  that  the  inhabitants  of  the 
territory  of  Missouri  have  higher  rights  and  privi- 
leges than  the  citizens  of  any  territory  within  the 
original  limits  of  tlie  United  Slates.  One  gentle- 
man says,  indeed,  that  Missouri  derives  her  right 
from  Heaven.  If  so,  there  is  an  end  to  all  question 
about  the  constitution  or  the  treaty,  though  it  might 
be  extremely  difficult  for  some  of  us  to  understand, 
how  from  such  a source  could  be  derived  a lawful 
power  to  establish  slavery. 

If  w^e  are  bound  by  treaty  stipulations,  it  will  be 
admitted  that  they  must  be  fulfilled.  The  public 
faith  is  to  be  preserved  inviblate,  at  every  hazard  of 
consequences.  But,  before  we  admit  a construction 
so  dangerous  as  that  contended  foi’,  let  us  examine 
carei  uily  the  extent  of  our  obligations. 

There  are  none,  I suppose  it  will  be  conceded, 
who  can  call  the  treaty  to  their  aid,  'but  tliose  who 
were  inhabitants  of  the  ceded  territory,  and  subjects 
of  the  ceding-  power,  at  the  time  of  the  cession.  In 
terms,  the  article  in  question  applies  only  to  them. 
Suppose  it  had  all  been  vacant  territory  at  the  time 
of  the  session,  and  since  peopled  by  citizens  of  the 
United  States.  Would  it  have  been  seriously  as- 
serted, that  they  acquired  any  new  or  higher  privi- 
leges or  rights,  by  migrating  to  X-ouisiana.'’  As  to 
the  original  inhabitants  themselves,  it  is  a question 
not  of  legislative,  but  of  judicial  cognizance,  for  a 
treaty  istiie  supreme  law  of  the  land.  The  condi- 
tion, however,  such  as  it  i.s,  is  not  annexed  to  the 
ierritorij;  it  is  a stipulation  in  favor  of  the  free  inha- 
bitants, and  as  to  them,  it  has  no  application,  after 
tluiy  have  become  incorporated, into  the  union,  and 
are  made  citizens  of  tlie  United  States— they  then 
become  subject  to  the  legislation  of  congress. — 
"nie  distinction  between  the  territory  and  the  in- 
luibilants  is  so  obvious  as  to  be  perceived  at  a single 
glance.  The  one  is  simply  ceded,  transferred  in 
sovereignty,  wliicli  places  it  exactly  upon  the  same 
footing  as  uiiy  other  territory  of  the  United  States, 
without  any  condition.  The  other,  that  is,  the  free 
inhabitants,  are  also  transferred,  but  with  a stipula- 
tion entirely  personal,  that  they  .shall,  as  soon  as  pos- 
sible, “be  incorporated  into  tlie  union,  and  admit- 
ted to  the  enjoyment  of  all  the  rights,  advantages, 
and  immunities  of  citizens  of  the  United  States,” 
and  “ill  the  mean  time  they  shall  be  maintained  and 


protected  in  the  free  enjoyment  of  their  liberty, 
property,  and  the  religion  whicli  they  profess.” 

How  it  was  intended  to  make  them  citizens,  I do 
not  pretend  to  know.  Certainly,  a treaty  cannot 
confer  the  privileges  of  citizenship;  that  can  only 
be  done  by  the  operation  of  an  uniform  naturaliza- 
tion law;  and  while  it  is  acknowledged,  that  tiie 
treaty  making  power  may  rightfully  bind  us  to  do 
every  thing  which  is  within  the  constitutional  com- 
petency of  any  department  of  the  government,  it 
can  never  be  allowed  to  go  further,  for  then  it 
would  transcend  the  constitution  itself.  By  what 
means  these  free  inhabitants  were  to  be  made  citi- 
zens, or  at  what  time,  are  questions  I need  not  now 
attempt  to  answer.  I’here  is  some  difficulty  in  them, 
undoubtedly.  This  difficulty  it  was — or  rather  the 
impossibility  of  bringing  the  inhabitants  into  the 
union,  by  any  process  unknown  to  the  ordinary  le- 
gislation, that  occasioned,  in  the  first  place,  the 
qualification  of  the  engagement  “as  soon  as  possi- 
ble,” which  may  be  fairly  interpreted  to  mean  “as 
soon  as  our  constitution  would  permit;”  and,  in  the 
next  place,  the  stipulation,  that  until  they  should 
become  citizens,  they  should  be  maintained  and 
protected  in  the  enjoyment  of  their  libert}^,  proper- 
ty and  religion.  From  the  moment  they  are  incor- 
porated, (this  is  the  precise  import  of  the  treaty,) 
they  are  to  be  upon  the  same  footing  with  all  other 
citizens  of  the  United  States.  Till  then,  they  are 
aliens,  but  are  not  to  be  prejudiced  by  their  alien- 
age. 

Did  we  mean  to  permit  any  foreign  power  to  in- 
termeddle with  our  internal  concerns.'’  The  sanc- 
tion of  treaties  is  in  the  ability  of  those  who  make 
them,  to  enforce  the  observance  of  the  stipulations 
they  contain.  Were  our  negociators  so  unwise — 
were  tlie  president  and  senate  so  forgetful  of  their 
duty,  as  to  make  and  ratify  a treaty  by  which  our 
own  citizens  were  enabled  to  appeal  from  this  go- 
vernment to  a foreign  power,  and  call  in  its  interfe? 
rence  by  war,  if  necessary,  to  settle  their  rights? 
Such  a supposition  is  entirely  inadmissible.  This 
article  was  probably  proposed  by  our  own  negoci- 
ators— if  it  was,  it  was  a most  unequivocal  tribute, 
from  the  other  high  contracting  party,  of  respect 
for  our  constitution  and  laws,  for  it  admits,  that  no 
further  security  was  necessary  for  the  protection 
of  their  ceded  subjects.  But,  did  it  mean  to  give 
to  the  free  inhabitants  of  Louisiana  any  peculiar 
rig'hts  of  propex'ty,  higher  or  greater  than  those 
enjoyed  by  other  citizens,  after  they  should  be- 
come citizens  of  the  United  States?  It  was  be- 
yond the  treaty  making  power  to  grant  or  to  con- 
tract to  that  extent. Will  it  be  admitted,  that 

it  was  necessary  for  the  security  of  the  citizen, 
that  to  the  constitution  should  be  superadded  the 
obligations  of  a treaty,  and  that  to  the  principles 
of  our  government  riaust  be  joined  the  right  of  cal- 
ling in  a foreign  power?  Why,  sir,  I have  heard  it 
said  in  this  debate,  that  the  treaty,  not  only  gives 
rights  to  those  who  inhabited  the  territory,  but 
also  to  our  own  citizens  who  have  migrated  thith- 
er since  the  cession.  The  doctrine  thus  asserted, 
appears  even  more  objectionable  than  that  I have 
alluded  to;  but  it  is  only  worse  in  appearance,  for 
in  both  cases  it  supposes  an  appeal  to  a foreign 
power,  from  our  own  citizens,  against  the  govern- 
ment. 

What  are  the  “rights,  advantages  and  pi’ivile- 
ges,”  of  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  which  are 
guaranteed  to  the  inhabitants  of  Louisiana?  They 
are  the  same  throughout  the  United  States:  They 
are,  therefore,  independent  of  local  rights,  or  those 
which  depend  upon  a residence  in  uparticuiar  place. 
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l\n  inhabitant  of  a state,  has  certain  privileges 
arising  from  his  inhabitaticy  of  the  state.  An  inhabi- 
tant of  a territory,  too,  has  certain  privileges,  which 
arise  from  his  living  in  a territory;  a citizen  of  the 
United  States,  who  resides  neitherin  a state  or  tern- 
tory,but  is  out  ofthe  li nilts  of t he  uhion,enj oys  ne i tber 
tile  privileges  of  a state  or  a lerritor}';  out  he  posses- 
ses the  rights,  privileges  and  immunities  of  a citizen 
ofthe  United  States,  which  are  common  to  all  the 
three  discriptions  of  persons.  When  an  inhabitant 
of  Louisiana  is  made  a citizen  ofthe  United  States,' 
he  becomes  entitled  to  the^rights,  advantages  and 
immunities, of  a citizen.  He  carries  them  with 
him  wherever  he  goes — if  he  is  in  a state,  he  may 
add  to  them  state  privileges— if  he  is  in  a territory, 
he  may  enjoy  the  rights  of  an  inhabitant  of  a terrl- 
tory— in  either,  or  beyond  the  limits  of  both,  he  is 
still  a citizen  of  the  United  States,  and  upon  an 
equal  footing  with  any  other  citizen. 

It  has  been  argued  indeed,  that  they  are  to  be  in- 
corporated into  the  union,  and  that  this  cannot  be 
done  without  forming  them  into  a state  or  states. 
Should  we  admit  this  argument  to  its  full  extent,  it 
would  leave  us  exactly  where  it  found  us,  for  as 
they  are  to  be  incorporated  (b}^  the  express  terms 
ofthe  treaty)  “according  to  the  principles  of  the 
federal  constitution,”  we  should  still  be  obliged  to 
return  to  the  constitution,  to  enquire  upon  what 
terms  states  are  to  be  admitted.  And  certainly, 
the  plain  answer  would  be,  that  they  are  to  be  ad- 
mitted upon  the  same  terms  as  other  territeries  of 
the  United  States.  But  the  fallacy  ofthe  argument 
Sies,  in  applying  to  the  territory  (which  wms  ceded 
in  full  sovereignty)  what  was  intended  only  for  the 
inhabitants.  Nothing  more  is  necessary,  to  enable 
us  to  detect  the  fallacy,  than  to  trace  it  to  sonie  of 
its  consequences.  Wliat  right,  upon  the  construc- 
tion contendedThr,  had  we  to  postpone  the  admis- 
sion for  a single  day.?  Why,  gentlemen  will  say,  the 
territory  had  not  the  requisite  number  of  inhabi- 
tants. But,  no  number  of  inhabitants  is  necessary, 
except  by  the  practice  under  the  constitution,  and 
that  same  practice  gives  us  certain  other  powers 
which  need  not  now  be  mentioned,  including  the 
very  one  in  question.  Again,  sir — according  to 
this  hypothesis — wlmt  authority  had  we  to  divide 
this  great  territory;  why  not  admit  it  all  as  one  state.? 
They  will  say  it  was  too  large  for  a single  state. 
True;  but  the  constitution  has  not  ascertained  the 
size  of  a state,  nor  has  it  even  been  settled  in  prac- 
tice, for  we  have  states  of  all  sizes,  from  70,500 
square  miles,  (Virginia)  to  1,548  square  miles, 
(Rhode  Island.)  The  truth  is,  and  it  is  vain  to  at- 
tempt to  disguise  it,  that  the  common  understand- 
ing of  all  parties  has  long  ago  fixed  the  interpreta- 
tion of  the  treaty  upon  a footing  not  now  to  be  dis- 
turbed. This  territory,  like  every  other  territory 
ofthe  United  States,  is  subject  to  the  power  of  the 
government,  to  be  opened  for  sale;  to  be  settled, 
divided  and  subdivided,  and  regulated,  according 
to  its  policy,  and  finally  be  formed  into  states,  and 
admitted  when  it  may  be  deemed  expedient.  * 

While  I am  upon  this  subject  of  the  treaty,  I 
wish  to  examine  it  with  a difierent  view,  and  at  tlie 
same  time  to  show  the  enormous  extent  of  the 
doctrine  contended  for,  which  will,  I think,  afford 
a strong  argument  in  favor  of  the  right  of  congress 
to  impose  the  restriction.  Whence  did  the  treaty 
making  power  derive  its  authority  to  purchase 
lands,  and  freemen,  and  slaves?  From  any  express 
words  of  the  constitution.?  No.  It  must  then  be 
implied,  and  implied  from  what.?  Fiither  from  the 
possession  of  sovereign  authority,  to  which  it  is  an 
iiTcident, — or,  from  the  broad  terms  pf  the  grant, 


which  is  to  make  treaties  upon  the  ground  that 
treaties  may  stipulate  for  a purchase  of  territory. 
It  is  then  a sort  of  implied  power.  .\nd  wiiat  is 
next  implied.?  '{'hat  the  territory  thus  acquired  is 
to  be  upon  a different  fc*oting  from  any  other  ter- 
ritory of  the  United  Slates:  And  that  congress 
must  form  states  of  it,  and  must  admit  them,  'i'liere, 
sir,  the  implication  all  at  once  siojis  short.  Nq 
conditions  are  to  be  imposed;  no  terms  offered;  na 
stipalaticn^  entered  into^  however  salutary  or  even 
indl.speirsabiy  neces.sary  for  the  welfare  ofthe  uni- 
on. No  you  are  nut  even  to  require  them  to  have 
their  legislative  and  judicial  proceedings  in  inleiii- 
gible  language.  7'he  whole  policy  of  the  natioiJ 
is  to  vicld  to  the  views  and  interests  ofthe  inhabi- 
tants oi  toe  territory,  who  are,  notwithstanding,  to 
become  an  integral  part  of  the  union,  and  have  a 
full  voice  in  your  deliberations.  What  is  your  trea- 
ty making  power  then.?  Paramount  to  all  the  au- 
thorities of  the  nation;  paramount  to  the  constitu- 
tion itself;  paramount  even  to  the  people. 

Try  this  principle  by  any  practical  test,  and  see 
where  it  will  lead  us.  t he  United  States  have  no 
power  (it  is  contended)  to  prevent  or  limit  slavery, 
and  they  have  no  power  to  stop  migTation.  You 
have  purchased  a territory,  nearly  equal  in  extent 
to  aU  the  original  states.  A single  plantation  may 
inoculate  the  whole  with  this  odious  disease.  The 
50,000  slaves  in  Louisiana  may  blacken  the  coun- 
try from  the  Mississippi  to  the  Pacific.  What  be- 
comes of  t)ie  free  states  tlien.?  For  every  live 
slaves,  there  are  three  votes,  and  the  time  may 
come,  when  t!ie  voice  of  the  slaves,  in  the  coun- 
cils of  the  nation,  will  be  louder  than  that  ofthe 
freemen.  Heaven  forbid!  for  if  it  should,  what  will 
be  the  condition  of  those  who  live  in  the  free 
states.?  There  is  something  humiliating  in  labor- 
in  the  labor  of  getting  a living — and  it  is  scarcely 
. to  be  expected  that  the  master  of  an  hundred 
slaves  should  have  any  feelings  in  common  with 
him,  who  earns  his  bread  by  his  daily  work. — ■ 
What  becomes  of  the  compact  of.  the  constitution 
itself,  settled,  as  it  was,  upon  the  basis  of  the  ex- 
isting states,  and  of  the  state.s  to  be  formed  out  of 
the  north  west  territory,  whose  condition,  as  re- 
spects slavery,  was  irrevocably  fixed.?  The  sense  of 
that  compact  is  entirely  changed.  Its  form  may 
remain,  but  the  substance— the  life  of  it,  is  gone 
forever.  The  same  principal,  too,  (for  it  is  indifi- 
nite  in  its  capacity)  may  be  applied  to  future  ac- 
quisitions. War  or  negociation,  conquest  or  trea- 
ty, mig'ht  bring  the  island  of  Cuba  within  the  li- 
mits of  the  union.  But,  I am  satisfied,  and  I hope 
the  committee  are  satisfied,  that  the  treaty  has 
nothing  to  do  with  the  question.  I discard  it  al- 
together. 

I will  now,  with  the  leave  of  the  committee, 
proceed  to  the  remaining  branch  of  this  very  inte- 
resting subject,  or  what  is  called  the  question  of 
ex'pediency. 

It  is  decreed  that  slavery  shall  be  a very  great 
evil— and  (as  has  been  already  remarked)  one  of 
its  incidents  is,  that  wliere  it  exists,  it  can  iiever 
be  fairly  or  freely  discussed.  It  must  be  taken  up 
at  a certain  point,  which  admits  every  thing  that 
goes  belbre,  and  among  the  rest  (in  a qualified 
sense)  the  lawfulness  of  its  origin  and  existence. 
I will  not  disturb  this  arrangement,  but  I must  be 
permitted  to  say  that  slavoy  is  a great  moral  and 
political  evil.  If  it  be  not,  let  it  take  its  course— 
if  it  be  a good,  let  it  be  encouraged.  If  it  be  an 
evil,  I am  opposed  to  its  further  extension,  'fhese 
are  plain,  simple,  clear,  intelligible  grounds. 
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Most  of  those  w!io  have  opposed  the  amentlment,  have  agreed 
with  us  ill  characterising  slavery  as  an  evil  and  a curse,  in>  lan- 
guage stronger  than  we  should  perhaps  be  at  liberty  to  use.  One 
of  tlieni  only,  the  member  from  Kentucky,  who  last  addressed  the 
commiltee,  (Mr.  Clay),  rather  reproves  his  Iriends  for  this  unqua- 
lified admission.  He  says,  it  is  a very  great  evil  indeed  to  the 
slave;  but  it  is  not  an  evil  to  the  master— and  he  challenges  us 
ta  deny  that  our  fellow  citizens  of  the  south  are  as  hospitable, 
as  generous,  as  patriotic,  as  public  spirited,  as  tlieir  brethrmi 
of  the  north  or  east.  Sir,  they  are  ail  this,  and  even  more. — 
Tor  some  of  the  virtues  enumerated,  they  are  eniinenily  and  pecu- 
liarly distinguished;  and  1 believe  ttiey  are  deficient  in  notic  of 
them.  It  has  long  ago  been  remavked,  that  the  masters  of  slaves 
have  the  keenest  rehsh  lor  their  own  liberty,  and  the.  proudest 
sense  of  their  own  independence.  It  is  naiurai  that  it  should 
be  so— the  feeling  is  quickeired  by  the  degrading  contrast  con 
tinually  before  them.  Hut  it  seems  to  me,  that  the  concession- 
nitli  respect  to  slavery,  modified  as  it  is  in  appearance,  is  quite 
as  broad  as  the  unlimited  admission  of  every  one  else  who  has 
spoked.  It  is  an  evil  to  the  slave;  it  is  an  evil  founded  in  wrong, 
and  its  injustice  is  not  the  less  becattse  it  is  advantageous  to  some 
one  else.  Every  injury  from  the  least  to  the  greatest,  might  find 
the  same  sort  of  mitigatisii.  _ It  is  a very  great  evil  to  him  who 
suffers,  but  it  is  no  evil  to  him  who  iiifiicts  it.  The  same  gentle- 
man, however,  has  himself  made  the  most  unqualified  concession; 
lor  he  said  he  would  recommend  to  the  people  of  Missouri  to 
abolish  slavery, and  that  in  his  own  state  he  would  favor  a gene- 
ral emancipation,  as  soon  as  it  should  be  practicable,  which  he 
surely  wmUld  not  do  if  it  were  not  an  evil. 

1 beg  leave  further  to  say,  that  I do  not  consider  this  as  a ques- 
tion of  humanity,  or  a question  of  policy,  or  interest,  or  profit  or 
tase— it  is  (disguise  or  argue  it  as  you  will)  a question  of  the  e.r- 
iension  of  slavpj'tj.  It  is  a question,  too,  not  for  the  present  only, 
but  for  future  ages;  and  the  glorious  example  of  our  ancestors 
admonishes  us  to  make  the  sacrifice,  (if  sacrifice  it  be)  as  we  would 
have  the  blessings  or  curses  of  posterity.  Why  should  we  spread 
an  acknovvl'^dged  evil?  Is  there  any  other  moral  or  physical  evil 
that  we  should  think  it  wise  or  expedient  to  treat  in  this  way?— 
"Would  you  fextenel  the  ravages  of  an  inf  etious  disease?  Would  you 
•cultivate  the  growth  amt  enlarge  the  noxious  influence  of  a poi- 
3'jnous  weed?  Would  any  father  so  treat  his  offspring,  even  in  this 
very  instance?  If  he  were  sui  roun.ied  with  slaves,  whom  he  be- 
lieved to  he  an  injury  and  a curse  to  him,  would  he  require  his 
aon,  at  setting  out  in'  life,  to  relieve  him,  by  taking  upon  himself 
a part  of  the  odious  burden? 

Besides,  it  is  an  evil  founded  in  wrong,  and  originating  in  our 
own  choice.  The  extension  of  it,  therefore,  is  not  to  be  justified 
hut  by  the  most  urgent  and  instant  necessity,  so  evident  that  every 
man  will  at  once  agree  to  submit  to  its  imperious  dictates.  I reject 
all  speculative,  or  probable,  or  modified,  or  remote  necessity— that 
which  resolves  itself  at  last,  wlien  fairly  analyzed,  into  matter  of 
profit,  of  convenience  or  comparative  political  power.  If  there  be 
doubt,  it  isdecisive— even  though  there  were  considerable  weight 
of  probability  in  favor  of  the  argument,  I would  decide  against  it- 
Has  any  one  seriously  considered  the  scope  of  this  doctrine?  It 
leads  directly  to  the  establishment  of  slavery  throughout  the  world. 
The  same  reasoning  that  will  justify  the  extension  of  slavery  into 
one  region  or  country,  will  equally  justify  its  extension  to  another. 
It  leads,  too,  directly  to  the  re-estublishment  of  the  foreign  slave 
trat/e,  for  it  has  a tendency  to  break  down  that  great  moral  feeling 
which  has  been  gradually  making  its  way  into  the  world,  and  to 
which  alone,  supported  and  encouraged,  as  it  has  been,  by  the  un- 
tiring exertions  of  humane  and  benevolent  men,  we  are  indebted^ 
for  the  abolition  of  that  detestable  traffic,  so  long  the  disgrace  of 
Ghristendom.  To  look  upon  slavery  with  indift'erenee;  to  witness 
its  extension  without  emotion;  to  permit  one’s  self  even  to  calcu- 
late its  advantages — sir,  the  next  step,  and  a very  short  one  it  is, 
may  be  readily  imagined.  There  are  parts  of  this  country  now,  at 
this  very  moment,  where  the  laws  against  the  importation  of  slaves, 
with  all  their  heavy  denunciations,  are  continually  violated.  It  Is 
uotorious  that,  in  spite  of  the  utmost  vigilance  that  can  be  employ- 
ed, African  negroes  are  clandestinely  brought  in  and  sold  as  slaves. 
This  could  not  happen  if  there  were  an  universal  sentiment 
against  the  trade;  the  existence  of  the  illicit  traffic  to  any  extent, 
however  small,  affords  the  fullest  proof  that,  in  those  pans  of  the 
union  wliere  it  continues  to  be  carried  on,  it  meets  encouragement 
from  the  feelings  and  the  interests  of  some  part  of  the  community. 
Tar  be  it  from  me  to  impute  these  feelings  to  any  state,  or  to  any 
considerable  part  of  a slate.  But  the  sordid  appetite  exists,  or 
such  inliuman  means  would  not  be  employed  to  gratify  it. 

We  are  told,  however,  that  it  is  not  extension,  it  is  on\y  difUi- 
jwn,  that  is  to  be  the  effect. 

I confess  that  I do  not  well  understand  the  distinction.  The 
diffusion  of  slaves  hm  extension  of  the  system  of  slavery  with  all 
its  odious  features,  ami  if  it  were  true  (as  it  certainly  is  not)  that 
their  numbers  would  not  be  increased  by  it,  still,  it  would  be  at  least 
impolitic.  But  lor  what  purpose,  is  this  dilfusion  to  be  encou- 
raged? To  disperse  and  weaken  and  dilute  the  morbid  and  Ain- 
rei  ous  matter,  says  one.  To  beUr  r the  condition  of  the  slaves  by 
spreading  them  over  a large  surface,  says  another.  A third  tells 
lis  tliat  we  cannot  justly  refuse  to  [>erinii  a man  to  remove  with 
his  family.  A fourth  comes  directly  to  the  question  of  interest, 
and  his  reason  is.  that  laud  in  the  state  of  Missouri  has  been  bought 
by  individuals  upon  the  faith  of  its  being  a slave  state,and  if  we 
prohibit  slavery  there,  these  lands  will  fall  in  value.  And  iu  the 
rear  of  all  these,  comes  an  appeal  to  the  public  interest,  in  the 
.shape  of  a suggestion,  that  slavery  must  be  permitted  in  order  to 
maintain  the  price  of  the  public  lands. 

I would  ask  gi  iitlemen  seriously  to  examine  their  hearts,  and 
see  if  they  are  not  deceiving  themselves— I am  sure  they  mean 
not  to  deceive  others.  Do  they  remember  the  arguments  by  which 
the  slave-  trade  whs  so  long  and  so  obstinately  defended  in  Eng- 
!aad?  The  trium-pb  of  humanity  there  is  quite  recent,  aud  the 


contest  is  a monument  of  the  zeal  and  ingenuity  that  may  be 
enlisted  in  a cause,  which  we  all  agree  to  have  been  utterly  in- 
defensible, and  w hich  no  man  having  a respect  for  himself;  would 
now  have  the  hardihood  to  attempt  to  .defend.  7 he  arguments 
then  employed.  I am  sorry  to  say,  have  too  much  resembi  ince 
to  those  which  are  urged  upon  tliis  question  of  exped’ency.  The 
debates  in  parliament,  the  memorials  from  Bristol  and  Liverpool, 
the  representations  of  West  India  inerchams,  aud  sliip  owners, 
and  owners  of  West  India  plantations,  were  filled  with  statements 
ol  tlie  importance  of  the  traffic  to  the  navigation  and  trade,  and 
revenue,  and  colonies,  and  all  the  othtr  great  interests  of  the 
kingdom.  Yes,  sir,  and  they  undertook  to  sirenglh  -n  their  argu- 
ment, by  gravely  asserting,  that  the  Africait  slave  was  really 'res- 
cued from  much  greater  misery,  by  putting  him  on  board  a'slave 
ship, and  carrying  him  in  irons  (if  he  happened  to  survive)  to  the 
place  destined  for  his  perpetualimprisonment.— These  things  are 
familiar  to  every  body,  and  they  are  now  treated  as  they  deserve 
to  be. 

But  it  is  only  diffusion  that  is  desired!  Is  this  a reasonable  de- 
sire? Little  more  than  thirty  years  have  elapsed  since  the  con- 
stitution was  adopted.  Two  states  of  this  union  (South  Carolina 
and  Georgia)  then  insisted  upon  reserving,  for  twenty  years,  the 
privilege  of  supplying  themselves,  with  slaves  from  abroad,  and 
ref  used  to  come  into  the  union  unless  congress  were  proliibited, 
during  that  time,  from  preventing  importation.  Congress  were 
accordingly  prohibited,  and  scarcely  ten  years  !mve  elapsed  since 
the  prohibition  ceased.  Can  they  reasonably  ask  already  to  be 
permitted  to  diffuse  what  tliey  were  then  so  anxious  to  possess? 
Are  they  so  soon  overburdened?  It  cannot  be,  for  the  illicit  trade 
is  still  carried  on,  and  that  would  end  at  once  if  there  were  not  a 
demand  and  a market. 

I may  be  told,  and  told  with  truth,  that  the  other  slave- holding 
states  are  not  exposed  to  the  same  remark.  Of  Virginia,  especially, 
it  gives  me  pleasure  to  be  able  to  speak  on  this  subject  wiiii  sin- 
cere respect.  While  a colony,  slie  remonstrated  against  the  intro- 
duction of  slaves.  One  of  the  earliest  acts  of  her  government,  after 
her  independence,  put  an  end  to  tire  trad  ■:  And  it  has  always  been 
understood,  to  her  honor,  that,  in  the  convention,  her  voice  ami 
her  most  strenuous  exertions  were  employed  in  favor  cf  tlie  imme- 
diate abolition  of  the  traffic.  Still,  sir,  whth  respect  to  any,  or  all 
the  slave-holding  states,  I may  be  allowed  to  ask,  is  diffusion  now 
necessary! ^ I think  it  i&no.t.  Look  at  the  present  price  of  slaves. 
Does  tliat  indicate  an  actual  increase  of  their  numbers  to  such  an 
amount  as  to  require  diffusion?  I am  infovnied  by  a gentleman, 
upon  whose  accuracy  I place  great  reliance,  that,  from  the  adop- 
tion of  the  constitution  to  the  present  time,  the  price  has  been 
regularly  advancing.  I do  not  mean  to  say  that  it  is  as  high  now 
as  it  was  a year  ago.  It  was  then,  like  every  thing  else,  affected 
by  speculation.  But,  taking  average  periods,  say  of  five  or  six 
years,  there  has  been  a regular  and  constant  advance,  manifesting 
a demand  at  least  equal  to  the  supply. 

Take  another  and  a larger  view.  Look  at  the  extent  of  terri- 
tory,occupied  entirely  by  freemen,  and  that  which  is  occupied  by 
freemen  and  by  slaves.  You  will  find,  that,  at  the  time  of  the  last 
census,  in  1810,  444,070  squ-are  miles  were  inhabited  by  2,333,336 
free  persons,  and  1,138,360  slaves,  giving  a total  of  3, 471,696.  At 
the  same  period,  3,650,101  free  persons  had  for  their  portion  312,736 
square  miles.  Such  was  then  the  comparative  extent  and  popula- 
tion ofthofree  states,  and  of  the  sl.ave-holding  states  and  territories; 
the  tatter  with  fewer  inhabitants  by  almost  two  hwndred  thousand, 
possessing  above  one  hundred  and  thirty  thousand  square  miles  of 
land  more  than  the  former,  a tract  of  country  equal  in  size  to  the 
two  largest  states  in,  the  union.  The  population  in  the  free  states 
we  know  increases  with  greater  rapidity  than  the  slave-holding 
states.  At  the  present  time  it  is  nut  to  be  doubted,  that  the  dispa- 
rity is  greater  than  it  was  in  1810,  and  more  unfavorable  to  the 
free  inhabitants.  In  maldng  the  distribution  of  future  comfints, 
we  ought  to  have  at  least  an  equal  eye  to  the  latter,  and  they,  I 
think,  from  this  statement,  are  most  likely  soon  to  want  room  to 
diffuse. 

If  it  were  not  dwelling  too  long  upon  this  part  of  the  subject,  I 
would  ask  gentlemen  to  look  also  at  the  coinjiarative  statement  of 
the  population  to  tiie  square  mile,  in  the  free  states  and  in  tlie 
slave-holding  states.  They  will  find  it  in  Dr.  Seyhert’s  work  (page 
45.)  Il  l mistake  not,  the  average  of  the  fornHi-  was  27,  56,  and 
of  the  latter  15,  36,  applying  the  computation  to  the  states  con- 
tained in  bis  table.  'I'liese  facts  sufficiently  answer  the  question, 
whether  the  diffusion  ol  the  slave  populatioii  is  now  necessary. 

I am  fully  convinced,  however,  that  this  idea  of  diffusion  (as 
distinguished  from  extension)  which  is  at  present  so  gr^at  a favor- 
ite, is  altogether  founded  in  error.  If  the  amount  of  the  slave 
population  were  fixed,  and  it  could  not  be  increased,  it  would,  no 
doubt,  be  correct  to  say,  that  in  spreading  it  over  a larger  sur- 
face, you  only  diffused  it.  But  this  is  certainly  not  the  case.  IVe 
need  not  recur,  for  proof  or  illustration,  to  the  laws  tliat  govern 
population.  Our  own  experience,  unhappily,  shows  tiiat  this  evil 
has  a great  capacity  to  increase;  audits  present  magnitude  is  such 
as  to  occasion  the  most  serious  anxiety.  In  1790,  there  were  in  the 
United  States  694,280  slaves;  in  1800,  there  were  889,881;  and  in 
1810,  1,165,441.  This  is  a gloomy  picture.  The  arguments  of  gen- 
tlemen on  the  opposite  side  admit  that  an  increase  will  take  place, 
(or  they  are  founded  upon  the  belief  that  the  time  must  arrive, 
when  the  slaves  will  be  so  multi[)lipd  as  to  become  dangerous  to 
their  possessors.  There  are  indeed  no  limits  to  the  increase  of 
population,  black  or  white,  slave  or  free,  hut  tliose  which  depeiuj 
upon  the  means  of  subsistence.  By  enlarging  the  space,  generally 
speaking,  you  increase  the  quautity  of  food  and  of  course  you 
increase  the  numbers  of  the  people.  Our  own  illustrious  Franklin, 
with  his  usual  sagacity,  long  ago  discovered  this  important  truth. 
“Was  the  face  of  the  earth,”  he  says,  “vacant  of  other  plants,  it 
might  be  gradually  sowed  and  overspread  with  one  kind  only,  as, 
for  instance,  with  fennel;  and  were  it  empty  of  other  inhabitinits, 
it  might,  in  a few  ages,  be  replenished  with  one  nation  only,  as,  fox- 
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instance,  with  Englishmen.’-  If  this  does  not  exactly  happen,  it 
is  only  because,  in  tiuir  march,  they  are  met  and  resistedhy  other 
plants  and  by  other  people,  struggling,  like  themselves,  lor  the 
means  of  subsistence. 

By  enlarging  the  limits  for  slavery,  you  are  thus  preparing  the 
means  iln-  its  indefinite  increase  and  extension,  and  the  result  will 
he,  to  been  the  present  slave-holding  states  supplied  to  their  wishes 
with  this ‘description  of  population,  and  to  enable  them  to  throw 
cir  the  surplus,  with  all  its  productive  power,  on  the  west,  as  long 
as  the  country  shall  be' able  and  willing  to  receive  them..  To  what 
extent  you  will,  in  this  way,  increase  the  slave  population,  it  is 
impossible  to  calculate;  but  that  you  will  increase  it  there  can  be 
no  doubt,  and  it  is  equally  certain  that  the  increase  will  be  at  the 
expense  ot  the  free  population. 

Tile  Slime  gentleman,  to  whom  I have  several  times  referred 
hefore.  (Mr.  Clay),  insists  that  this-will  not  be  the  case.  He  says, 
that  tile  ratio  of  increase  of  slave  population  shows,  that  its  acti- 
vity is  HOW' at  the  maximum;  and,  as  this  implies  the  existence  of 
the  most  favorable  circumstances,  you  cannot,  by  any  change,  at- 
celixate  the  increase.  He,  therefore,  infers,  that  if  trom  twenty 
slaves  in  an  old  state,  you  take  two,  and  transfer  them  to  a new 
one,  it  is  an  actual  diminution  in  the  state  from  which  they  are 
taken  to  that  amount,  and  putting  the  two  states  together,  you 
simply  change  the  place,  but  not  alter  the  quantity.  Supposing 


derable  part  of  it,  were  in  the  same  condition,  what  security  should 
we  then  have? 

Again,  sir,  we  are  told,  that  the  amendment  in  question  will 
injure  theriglitsol  property,  by  depriving  the  owiurs  of  slaves  of 
their  unborn  descendants, and  by  lessening  liie  value  ot  their  lands, 
bought  upon  the  presumption  that  Missouri  would  be  a slave 
state.  Sir,  we  have  no  right  to  meddle  with  the  question  of  slavery 
in  the  existing  slates.  '1  heir  own  laws  must  rtgn late  the  subject, 
and  they  may  nioddy  it  as  to  tliNin  shall  seem  best.  But,  as  a ge- 
neral position,  iiuiependeiitly  of  stale  provisions,  it  may  safely  be 
averred,  that  no  man  has  a property  in  an  unborn  huu  an  being. 
We  need  not  go  far  for  the  proof  of  this.  'I'lie  states  that  have 
abolished  slavery,  have  done  so  by  declaring  iliat  the  children  to 
be  born  should  be  free,  which  would  have  been  beyond  their 
power,  if  there  had  been  a property  in  tiie  children  belore  theic 
birth.  This  principle,  however,  is  so  well  established,  that  it  need 
not  be  further  insisted  upon.  The  depreciation  in  the  value  of 
land,  is  a consequence  not  likely  to  happen.  The  reverse  will 
be  the  case.  Let  any  one  compare  the  prices  and  ti  ' iiiiprovt:* 
nieiit  of  land  in  tlie  iree  siate.s,  and  in  the  slave-holding  states, 
and  he  will  be  satisfied,  that  in  this,  as  in  every  other  respect, 
Missouri  will  be  a great  gainer  by  the  restriction.  But,  if  it  were 
otherwise,  is  the  great  policy  of  the  nation  in  a point  so  vital— are 

, I — --er o esseiiti.tl  interests  ot  justice  and  humanity,  to  yield  to  the  pe- 

the  fact  to  b^e"  ant*iriVere”assumW  to  lie,' that  tbe^^^  f‘=w  indi vidua js?  Cali  you  always  avoid 

crease  is  now  at  its  maximum,  it  affords  a most  conclusive  argu-  ■ doing  a partial  injury  by  your  public  measures?  When  war  is 
n.eiit  against  the  necessity  of  diffusion.  It  proves  that  there  is  1 declared,  what  is  the  effect  upon  the  merchant?  When  peace  is 
ample  room,  and  abundant  means  of  subsistence,  within  the  limits  > made,  Jiow  does  it  fare  with  the  niauufaclurer?  You  cannot  evert 
Ujat  now  circumscribe  the  slave  population,  and  that  no  enlarge-i  alter  the  rate  of  a duty,  without  affecting  some  interest  of  the 
n;?ut  of  those  limits  is  necessary.  But,  sir,  we  must  look  a little]  cominumty.  cuner  to  us  prejudice  or  heueht,  and  at  last  you  must 
into  iSe  future.  Legislation  on  this  subject,  is  not  merely  for  the  i the  consideraiion  of  the  great  question  of  national  cuu- 

momeiti  we  occupy.  The  whole  scope  of  the  argument  against  | ticrUjto  which  miiiisr  consideratior.s  must  give  way. 
ns,  is  found'd  upon  the  belief,  that  the  time  must  come  when  the  ' the  variety  ot  claims,  that  have  been  pressed  upon  us,  there 
slaves  will  be.  straitened  in  the  territory,  large  as  it  is,  wlfich  now  i but  a single  oue  which  deserves  a moment’s  attention.  It  is 
confines  them.  When  that  time  shall  arrive,  I presume  it  will  not  that  which  arisi-s  out  of  the  enquiry,  so  of  ten  repeated,  will  you 
be  denied,  that  their  numbers  will  be  increased,  by  enlarging  the  not  sutler  a man  to  luigiate  with  his  family?— 1 hose  who  have 
space  for  them,  and  then.  e,.ftainij',  you  will  iiave  extended  slavery,  j accustomed  to  the  Jabor  and  services  ot  slaves,  it  is  not  to 
in  every  sense.  ' denied,  cannot  at  once  change  their  habits,  without  feeling. 

Will  it  be  such  a dispersion  the  gentleinau  from  Virginia,!  least,  a great  deal  oi  inconvenience.  It  is  also  true,  that  the 
(Mr.  Smvtli),  has  talked  of?  If,  like  pnsoners  of  war,  (one  of  the]  associations  w'Lieh  have  been  formed  in  families,  cannot  be  bfoken 
cases  hv  leas  mentioned,)  they  w’ere  to  detained  for  a limited]  !*P  without  violence  and  injury  to  both  the  parties;  and  in  pro- 
time, and  then  s“t  at  liberty:  or,  if  they  were  to  be  mixed  in  soci-|  as  the  autborily  has  l^en  mi.d  in  its  exercise,  will  the 

ety,  and  gradually  lose  their  distinctive  cbaractn'  in  the  mixture,!  transfer  of  it  to  other  hands  be  disadvantageous,  especially  to 
diiuevsioii  would  be  hi.gbly  expedient  and  just.  15ni,  they  are  ne-  \ servant.  But,  it  is  impossible  to  tiiake  a discrimiiiation,  oe 
gnies  and  slaves— so  they  are  to  continue.  Their  descendants  are  *^be  imroduction  of  slaves,  at  all,  without  giving  up 

to  he  negroes  and  slaves,  to  the  latest  generation,  ainJ  forever  i whole  mutter.  Il  you  allow  slavery  to  exist,  you  must  allow 
chained  to  their  present  condition.  Nature  has  placed  upon  tiiem  without  iiniits.  I he  coiisequeiiue  is,  that  the  state  becomes 

an  unalterable  physical  mark,  and  you  have  associated  with  it  an 
inseparable  and  moral  degradation,  either  of  which  opposes  a bar- 
rier not  fo  be  passed— to  their  coalescing  with  tiie  society  that  sur- 
rounds them.  They  are,  and  forever  must  remain,  distinct. 

And  now,  let  me  ask  gentlemen,  where  this  diffusion  is  to  end? 

5f  circumstances  require  it  at  present,  will  not  the  same  cireum- 
scaiices  demand  it  hereafter?  Will  they  not.  at  some  future  time, 
becmiie  straitened  in  their  new  limits,  however  large?  And  wh.;t 
■will  you  do  then?  Diffuse  again— and  what  then?  Even  this  diilH- 
sion  will  have  its  limits,  and  when  they  are  reached,  the  case  is 
without  remedy  and  witliout  hope.  For  a present  *ase  to  our- 
selve.s,  we  doom  our  posterity  to  an  interminable  curse.  But  we 
seem  to  forget,  altogetlier,  that  while  the  slaves  are  spreading,  the 
free  population  is  also  increasing,  and  sooner  or  later,  must  feel 
the  pressure,  which  it  is  supposetl  may,  at  some  time,  be  felt  by 
the  slaves.  Where  you  place  a slave  he  occupies  the  ground  that 
would  maintain  a freeman.  And  who,  in  this  code  of  speculative 
humaniiy,  making  provision  for  fames  afar  off,  is  to  have  the  pre- 
ference, the  freeman  or  the  slave? 

In  this  long  view  of  remote  and  distant  consequences,  the  gen- 
tleman from  Kentucky,  (Mr.  Clay),  thinks  he  sees  bow  slavery, 

■wljf-n  thus  spread,  is  at  last  to  find  its  end.  It  is  to  be  brought 
about  by  the  combined  operation  of  the  laws  which  regulate  the 
price  of  labor  and  the  laws  which  govern  population.  When  the 
eonntry  shall  be  filled  with  inhabitants,  and  the  price  of  labor 
siiall  have  reached  a minimum,  (a  comparative  ininimiim  1 sup- 
pose is  meant),  free  labor  tvill  he  found  cheaper  than  slave  labor. 

Slaves  will  then  be  without  employment,  and,  of  course,  without 
the  means  of  comfortable  subsistence,  which  will  reduce  their 
Slumbers,  and  finally  extirpate  them.  This  is  the  argument,  as  1 
uiulersrdiul  it— When  the  period  referred  to  will  arrive,  no  one 
can  pretend  to  con  jecttire.  Much  less,  would  any  one  attempt  to 
say,  what  number  of  slaves  wesiiall  have,  (wiili  the  previous  en- 
couragement proposed  to  he  given  to  them),  when  this  severe  law 
sliall  begin  to  operate.  But  every  prudent  ami  feeling  man  will, 

1 think,  agree,  without  hesitation,  that  be  wewiltl  rather  see  the 
■experiment  tried  upon  a small  scale  than  a large  o .e— that  it  would 
be  much  more  easily  and  safely  conducted,  and  with  inucii  less 
suffering,  in  ilie  present  slave-holding  states,  tlian  if  it  were  to 
embrace,  in  addition,  the  whole  of  the  great  territory  beyond  the 
Mississippi.  But  let  me  ask  that  gentleman,  wliat  he  supposes  will 
happen  in  the  mean  time?  The  climiuislied  price  oflauor,  and  the 
reduced  means  of  subsistence,  are,  aecordin.g  to  this  theory,  first 
to  operate  upon  the  freemen,  and  then  upon  the  slaves,  and  upon 
both,  by  producing  a considerable siegree  of  misery.  Does  he  su(>- 
pose  that  they  will  patiently  submit,  and  wait  till  the  slow  destruc- 
tion  arrives?  The  two  great  classes,  kept  distinct  by  your  laws, 
would,  in’ such  a struggle,  like  two  men  upon  a single  plank  in  the 
ocean,  make  a desperate  effort  each  to  secure  to  himself  existence, 
ty  destroying  the  life  of  the  other.  When  want  and  misery  begin 
to  press  upon  them,  instinct  will  teach  them  how  to  seek  relief, 
and  deadly  violence  will  he  its  agent:  And  what  would  then  be 
«lie  situation  of  the  country?  I shudder  even  to  think  of  it.  The 
present  slave-hokli-ig  states  have  a seewrity  in  being  snrrounded 
states  that  are  tree.  But  if  tlie  wllahs  jiaiiou,  or  <;vai  a coas;- 


slave  state.  Free  labor  ai.d  slave  laiiur  cannot  be  employed 
.together.  Those  who  go  there,  must  become  slave  holders,  and 
t'jour  whole  system  is  overturned— Besides,  if  the  limited  peii- 
inission  did  not,  of  itsellj  produce  tlic  evil,  to  an  iiniimited  ex- 
Knt,  (as  it  certainly  would)  it  is  liable  to  abuses,  beyond  ail  pos- 
sibility of  control,  which  would  inevitably  have  that  effect.  The 
inimhers  of  a tamiiy  are  not  defined— the  number  of  families  of 
this  sort,  which  a single  individual  may  have,  cannot  be  fixed. 
It  is  easy  to  see  how , under  color  of  such  permission,  a regular 
trade  might  be  established,  and  carried  on  as  long  as  there  was 
any  temptation  of  profit  or  interest.— This  argument,  however, 
Jias  been  pressed,  as  if  a prohibition  to  go  with  slaves,  was  in 
eject  a prohibition  to  the  inhabitants  of  a slave-bolding  state 
logo  at  all.  I cannot  believe  this  to  be  the  case.  They  may  go 
wifeout  slaves;  Ibr  though  slaves  are  a convenience  and  a luxury 
to  those  who  are  accustomed  to  them,  yet  the  iiihabiianis  of  the 
slave-bolding  states  would  hardiy  adniit  that  they  are  indispensa- 
bly necessary.  Besides,  they  may  take  their  slaves  with  them 
as  free  servants.  Hut  look  at  the  eoiiverse.— The  introduction  of 
slavery,  banishes  free  labor,  or  places  it  under  such  discourage- 
ment -uid  opprobrium  as  are  equivaient  in  effect.  You  shut  the 
country,  then,  against  the  free  emigrant,  who  carries  with  him 
nothing  but  bis  industry.— ’There  are  large  and  valuable  clas- 
ses of  peoplt,  who  are  opposed  to  slavery’,  and  cannot  live  where 
it  is  permitted.  These  too  you  exclude.  The  laws  and  the 
policy  of  a slave  st;/t,  will  and  must  be  adapted  to  the  condi- 
tion oi  slavery,  ami,  v.’'UJout  going  into  any  particulars,  it  will 
be  allowed,  that  they  are  ’«*  the  highest  degree  offensive  to  tliosQ 
who  are  opposed  to  slavery-  -U  seems  to  me,  sir,  I may  be  par- 
doned lor  so  far  expressing  an  opinion  upon  the  concerns  of  the 
slave-holding  states— 'it  seems  to  mr;  Hint  the  people  of  the  soutli 
have  a common  interest  with  us  in  I'bis  question,  not  for  them- 
selves, perhaps,  but  for  those  who  are  equ^uy  dear  to  them.  The 
cultivation  by  slaves  rt quirts  large  estai.'*».  They  cannot  be 
parcelled  out  and  divided.  In  ihe  course  ol  Time,  and  before 
very  long,  it  will  happen  that  the  younger  chiUlrtTv  of  southern 
families  must  look  elsewhere  to  find  employment  for  ui'»ir  talent*^ 
and  scope  lor  their  exertion.  What  better  provision  c;5t‘  they 
have,  than  free  states,  where  they  may  fairly  enter  into  competi- 
tion wiih  freemen,  and  every  one  find  the  level  which  his  pro- 
per !ti)iliiies  entitle  him  to  expect?  The  hint  is  sufficient;  I 
venture  to  throw  it  oup  for  (he  uouslderatton  of  tliose  wboni  it 
eoiicenis. 

But,  independently  of  the  objections  to  the  extension,  arising 
from  the  views  tluis  presented  by  tiie  uppoiieiUs  of  the  amend” 
ment,  and  iiidi-pt-iuleuily  ot  many  much  more  deeply  foun'deil 
ohjeciioiis,  whkii  I forbear  now  to  press,  there  are  enough,  of 
a very  obvious  kind,  to  settle  the  question  conclusively.  WiUi 
the  iiuiuigeuce  of  ihe  conmiiitee,  1 will  touch  upon  some  of 
them. 

It  will  he  remembered,  that  this  is  the  first  step  beymnd  the 
Mississippi— the  state  of  Louisiana  is  no  exception,  for  tliere 
slavery  existed  to  an  extent  vvliicli  left  no  alternative— It  is  the 
las't  step  too,  I’or  this  is  ilie  last  stami  tliat  can  be  made.  Com  • 
promise  is  Ibrbidden  by  tlie  principles  contended  for  on  I'o  li 
sides;  any  coiDprQiiiiSc  lUat  would  give  sLyvery  ‘.o  MissuCik  .s 
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o'lt  of  the  question.  It  is,therefi)re,  the  final,  irretrievable  stwp, 
which  can  never  be  veca'Ied,  ami  mast  lead  to  an  immeasurable 
spread  of  slavery  over  the  country  beyond  the  Mississippi.  If 
any  one  faulter;  if  h“  be  tempted  by  insimiations,  or  terrified h^' 
the  appreiiension  of  losing  sometbiiig  desirable— if  he  find  him- 
self drawn  aside  by  views  to  the  little  Kiiterests  that  are  imme- 
diately about  him— ).'t  him  red-  ct  upon  the  magnitude  of  the 
question,  and  he  will  be  elevated  above  all  such  considerations. 
I'he  eyes  of  tbu  cr)untry  are  upon  him;  the  interests  of  poste- 
rity are  committed  m his  care— let  him  h«ware  how'  he  barters 
not  his  own  but  liis  children’s  birtli-rigbt,  for  a mess  of  pottage 
— The  consciousness  that  vve  have  dofte  onr  diity,  is  a sure  and 
never  failing  depc-ndenee.  It  will  stand  by  us  and  su,3(>ort  us 
riiroiigh  life,  under  every  vicissitiid  • of  fortune,  and  in  every 
change  of  circumstances.  It  sheds  a steady  and  a cheering  light, 
tipon  the  future  as  well  as  the  present,  ami  is  ato/.ice  a grateful 
aiui  a I '^ling  reward. 

Agui-'*,  sir,  by  increasing  the  market  for  slaves,  yon  postpone 
and  destroy  the  hope  of  extinguishing  sj  ivery  by  emancipstion, 
It  seems  to  me,  that  the  reduction  in  value  of  slaves,  howeve.r 
accomplished,  is  the  only  inducement  t’tat  will  aver  effect  an  abo- 
lition of  slavery.  The  multiplication  of  free  states,  w'iil  at  the 
san»e  time  give  room  for  emancipation,  or,  to  speak  more  accu- 
rately, for  those  who  are  emancipated.  This,  I would  respect- 
fully suggest,  is  the  only  ert'ectuail  plan  of  co!oiiization-»but  it 
can  never  take  effect  while  it  is  the  interest  of  owaers  to  pursue 
tlieir  slaves  with  so  much  avidity,  or  to  pay  suyli  prices  for  them. 
Increase  the  market,  and  you  keep  up  the  value-^increaso  the  num- 
ber of  slave-holding  states,  and  you  destroy  tbv  possibility  of  eman- 
cipation, even  if  every  part  of  the  union  should  desire  it.  Y.ui 
extend,  indefinitely,  the  formidable  difficulties  which  already  e.x- 
ist. 

Nor  does  the  mischief  stop  here-  All  liberal  minds  and  all  parts 
of  the  union,  have  with  one  voice  agreed  in  the  necessity  of 
abolishing  that  detestable  traffic  in  human  flesh,  the  slave  trade 
—the  foreign  slave  trade:  Rut,  reject  the  amendment  on  your 
table, admit  Missouri  wicliout  restriction, and  you  will  inevitabiy 
introduce  and  estabVisU  a great  inland  domestic  slave  ti'acle,  not,  it 
is  true,  with  all  the  horrors  of  the  middle  passage,  nor  the  cold 
blooded  calculation  upon  the  waste  of  human  life  in  the  sea- 
soning, but  still  with  many  of  the  odious  features,  and  some  of 
the  most  cruel  aceompanirnents  of  that  liateful  traffic.  From 
Washington  to  St.  Louis,  may  be  a distance  of  one  thousand 
miles.  Through  this  great  space,  and  even  a much  greater,  you 
must  witness  the  transportation  of  slaves,  with  the  usual  ap- 
pendages of  hand-cuffs  and  chains.  The  ties  of  domestic  life 
will  be  violently  rent  asunder,  and  those  whom  nature  has  bound 
together,  suffer  all  the  pangs  of  an  unnatural  and  cruel  separa- 
tion. Unfeeling  force,  stimulated  by  unfeeling  avarice,  will  sear 
the  parent  from  the  child,  and  the  child  from  the  parent--the 
husband  from  the  wife,  and  the  wife  from  th»  husband.  We  have 
lately  witnessed  something  of  this  sort,  during  the  periud  of 
high  prices.  Gentlemen  of  the  south,  particularly  those  from 
Virginia,  who  speak  of  their  slaves  as  a part  of  their  fainily, 
would  start  at  this— They  would  reject , with  scorn  and  indigna- 
tion,  even  a suggestion,  that  they  were  to  furnish  a market  fei* 
the  supply  of  slaves  to  the  other  states.  I can  well  believe  th^c, 
in  families  where  the  relation  has  long  subsisted,  there  are  i>tl- 
ings  that  would  revolt  at  such  a thought— feelings  that  have  con- , 
siderably  modified  this  severe  condition,  and  grown  out  of  the  as- 
sociations it  has,  in  a long  course  of  time,  jwdduced.  B»u,  can 
anyone  tell,  what  cupidity  may  win  or  necessity  extort?  No  man 
is  superior  to  the  assaults  of  fortune;  and,  if  he  were,  the  stroke 
of  death  will  surely  come,  and  break  down  his  paterual  govern- 
ment, and,  then,  the  slave-dealer,  whom  he  would  have  kicked 
from  his  inclosure,  like  a poisonous  reptile,  presents  hintself— 
to  vvhoni?— he  cannot  tell.  Thoughts  like  these  have  often,  I 
doubt  not,  produced  the  liberation  of  slaves.  If  ^eniimen  ques- 
tion our  sincerity,  let  them  consider  at  what  pf^riod  of  life  it  is, 
that  emaimipation  most  frequently  takes  pla^e.  It  is  at  that  se- 
rious moment,  when  men  sit  down  to  s ^ttle  their  worldly  con- 
cerns, and,  as  it  were,  to  take  their  leave  of  the  world.  Then,  it 
is,  by  the  last  will,  to  take  effect  whcj  their  own  control  is  ended, 
that  owners  restore  tiieir  slaves  to  tVeedom,  and,by  what  they  cer- 
tainly consider  an  act  of  Justice  rather  than  leave  them  to  the  dis- 
posal of  they  know  not  wlvj/r. , Let  gentlemen  from  the  south  re- 
flect on  this.  Thepuhllv  sentiment,  upon  the  subject  of  slavery, 
is  every  where  improved,  and  still  irn()n.ving.  It  has  already  de- 
stroyed that  moiisV»-ous  inhumanity  called  the  slave  trade.  I fear 
that  such  a m<visure,  as  is  now  proposed  by  the  opponents  of  the 
restriction,  would  not  merely  check  and  retard  its  progress;  I 
seriously  t^ear  that  it  may  gradually  work  an  entire  change.  The 
effects  are  not  to  be  eonttiuplated  without  the  deepest  anxiety. 

I'he  political  aspect  of  the  subject  is  not  less  alarming.  The 
existence  of  this  condition  among  us,  continually  endangers  the 
peace  and  well  being  of  the  union,  by  the  irritation  and  animosi- 
ty it  creates  between  neighboring  states.  It  weakens  theiiatiou 
while  it  is  entire:  Aitd  if  ever  a division  should  hajipen,  can 

any  one  reflect  without  horror,  mwrithe  consequences  that  may 
be  worked  out  of  an  extensively  prevailing  system  of  slavery? 
■\Ve  are  told,  indeed,  both  in  the  house  and  out  of  it,  to  leave  the 
matter  to  Providence.  Those  who  tell  us  so,  are  nevertheless 
active  and  eager  in  the  smallest  of  their  own  concerns,  omitting 
nothing  to  secure  success.  Sir,  we  are  midowed  with  lacukies, 
that  enable  us  to  judge  .orid  to  choose— to  look  b'  fore  and  after, 
however  imperfectly.  When  these  have  been  fairly  and  consci- 
entiously exerted,  we  may  then  humbly  submit  the  consequences, 
w ith  a hope  and  beliefi  that,  M hatever  tliey  may  be,  they  will  not 
be  imputed  to  us.  The  issue  of  our  counsels,  however  well  meant, 
is  not  in.  our  hands.  But,  if  for  our  own  gratification,  regardless 


of  all  considerations  of  right  or  wrong,  good  or  evil,  we 
hug  a vicious  indulgence  to  our  bosom,  until  we  find  it  turning 
to  a venomous  serpent,  and  threatening  to  sting  us  to  the  heart, 
with  what  rational  or  consoling  expectation,  can  we  call  upon 
Providence  to  tear  it  away  and  save  us  from  destruction? 

It  is  time  to  coins  to  a conclusion.  I fear  I have  already  tres> 
passed  too  long.  In  the  effort  I have  made  to  submit  to  the  com- 
mittee, my  views  of  this  quesrtion,  it  has  been  impossible  to  es- 
cape entirely  the  influence  of  the  sensation  th:;t  pervades  ihia 
house.  Yet,  lhave  no  such  appreheusioos  as  have  been  expres- 
sed. The  question  is  ind^ied  an  important  one;  hut  its  importance 
is  derived  altoeethf-r  from  its  coniiectioa  with  the  extension,  imle-' 
finitely,  of  ii;  gro  slav.  j'y,  over  a land  which  I trust  Providence 
has  destined  for  the  labor  and  the  support  of  freemen.  I have  no- 
fear  that  this  question,  much  as  ithas  agitated  the  country,  is  to 
produce  any  fatal  division,  or  even  to  gHu^ratea  new  orgainzatioii 
of  parties.  It  is  not  a question  upon  which  we  ought  to  iudulge 
luirs  asonahle  apprehensions,  or  yield  to  the  councils  of  fear.  It 
concerns  ages  to  come  and  miliious  to  he  horn.  It  is,  as  it  were^ 
a question  of  a new  poiiiie.nl  creation,  and  it  is  for  us,  under 
heaven,  to  say,  what  shall  be  its  condition.  If  we  impose  the  re- 
striction, ic  will  I hope  be  finally  imposed.  But,  if  hereafter  it 
should  be  found  right  to  remove  it,  and  the  state  consent,  we  can 
removeit.  Admit  the  state,  without  the  restriction,  the  power  is 
gomj  fiirever,  and  with  it  are  forever  gone  all  the  efforts  that 
have,  been  matte  by  the  non-slave-holding  states  to  repress  and 
limit  the  sph  -re  of  .slavery,  and  enlarge  and  extend  the  blessings, 
of  freedom.  With  it,  perhaps,  is  gone  forever,  the  power  of  n.-e- 
venting  the  traffic  in  slaves,  that  inhuman  and  detestable  iraffic, 
so  long  a disgrace  to  Christendom.  In  future,  and  no  rery  dis- 
tant times,  convenience,  and  profit,  and  necessity,  r^ay  be  found 
as  available  pleas  as  they  formerly  were,  and  foj-  the  luxury  of 
slaves,  we  shall  again  involve  ourselves  in  tb  j sin  of  the  trade. 
We  must  not  presume  teo  much  upon  the  strength  of  our  reso- 
Unions.-Let  every  inan  who  has  been  accustomed  to  the  induJ-^ 
genee,  ask  bimselt  if  it  is  not  a luxury— a tempting  luxury,  which 
solicits  him  strongly  and  at  ev„ry  moment.  The  prompt  obe- 
dience, the  ready  auention^  tbp  submissive  and  bumble,  but  eager 
effort  to  anticipate  cor^ifnaud— how  flattering  to  our  pride.  h«w 
soothing  to  our  indoLanee!  fo  the  members  from  the  south,  I ap- 
peal to  know  w’jetrier  they  will  suffer  any  temporary  inconve-: 
nience,or  any  speculative  advantage  to  expose  us  to  the  danger* 
To  those  <;i  the  north,  no  appeal  can  be  necessary.  To  both,  I 
can  moiif  sincerely  say,  that  as  I know  my  own  views  on  this  sub- 
ject to  be  free  from  any  unworthy  motive,  so  will  I believe,  that 
tb-’^  likewise  have  no  object  hut  the  common  good  of  our  com- 
tnon  country,  and  that  nothing  would  have  given  me  more  heart- 
felt satisfaction,  than  tliat  the  present  proposition  should  have  oii. 
ginated  in  the  same  quarter  to  which  we  are  said  to  he  indebted 
for  the  ordinance  of  1787.  Then,  indeed,  would  Virginia  have 
appeared  in  even  more  than  her  wonted  splendor,  and  spreading 
out  the  scroll  of  her  services,  would  have  beheld  none  of  them 
with  greater  pleasure,  than  that  series  which  began,  by  pleading 
the  cause  of  humanity  in  remoivtrauces  against  the  slave  trade, 
while  she  was  yet  a colony,  ami,  embracing  her  own  act  of  aboli- 
tion, and  the  ordinance  of  1787,  terminated  in  the  restriction  on 
Missouri.  Consider,  what  a foundation  our  predecessors  have 
laid!  And  behold,  with  the  blessing  of  Providence,  how  the  work 
has  prospered!  What  is  there,  in  ancient  or  in  modern  times,  that 
can  be  compared  with  the  growth  and  prosperity  of  the  states 
formed  out  of  the  North  West  I erritory?  When  Europeans  re- 
proach us  with  our  negro  slavery;  when  they  contrast  our  republi- 
can boast  and  pretensions  with  the  existence  of  this  condition 
among  us,  we  have  our  answer  ready— it  is  to  you  we  owe  this 
evil— you  planted  it  here,  and  it  has  taken  such  root  in  the  soil 
we  have  hot  the  power  to  eradicate  it.  Then,  turning  to  the 
west,  and  directing  their  attention  to  Ohio,  Indiana  and  Illinois, 
we  can  proudly  tell  them,  these  are  the  ofispriiig  of  our  policy 
and  our  laws,  these  ara  the  free  productions  of  the  constitution  of 
the  United  States.  But,  if  beyond  this  smiling  region,  they  should 
descry  another  dark  spot  upon  the  face  of  the  new  creation — 
another  scene  of  negro  slavery,  established  by  ourselves,  and 
spreading  continually  towards  the  further  ocean,  what  shall  we 
say  then?  No,  sir,  let  us  follow  np  the  work  our  ancestors  have 
begun.  Let  us  give  to  the  world  a new  pledge  of  our  sincerity. 
Let  thesiandaid  of  freedom  be  planted  in  Missouri,  by  the  hands 
of  the  constitution,  and  let  its  banner  wave  over  the  heads  of  none 
hut  freemen— men  retaining  the  image  impressed  upon  them 
by  their  Creator,  and  dependant  upon  none  but  God  and  the 
laws.  Then,  as  our  republican  states  extend,  republican  princi- 
oiples  will  go  hand  in  hand  with  republican  practice— the  love  of 
liberty  with  the  sense  of  justice.  Then,  sjr,  the  dawn,  beaming 
from  the  constitution,  wiiicli  now  illuminates  Ohio,  Indiana  and 
Illinois,  will  spread  w'ith  increasing  brightness  to  the  further  west, 
till  in  its  brilliant  lustre,  the  dark  spot  which  now  rests  upon  our 
country,  shall  be  forever  hid  from  sight.  Industry,  arts,  com- 
merce and  knowledge  will  flourish,  with  plenty  and  contentment, 
'for  ages  to  come,  and  the  loud  chorus  of  universal  freedom  re-echo 
from  the  Pacific  to  the  Atlantic,  the  great  truths  of  the  declara- 
tion of  independence.  Then  too,  our  brethren  of  the  south,  if 
they  siuecrely  wish  it,  may  scatter  their  emancipated  salves 
through  this  boundless  region,  and  our  country,  at  length  be  hap- 
]>i!y  freed  foreve  r !Vom  the  foul  stain  and  curse  of  slavery.  Ant! 
if  (may  it  be  far,  very  far  distant?)  intestine  commotion— civil  dis- 
seuuion— division,  should  happen— we  shall  not  leave  our  poste- 
rity exposed  to  the  conibiued  horrors  of  a civil  and  a servile  war. 
If  any  man  still  hesitate,  influenced  by  some  temporary  motive  of 
eonvenience,  or  ease,,  or  profit,  I charge  him  to  think  what  our  fa- 
thers have  suffer  d for  us,  and  then  to  ask  his  heart,  if  he  can  be 
faithless  to  the  obligation  he  owes  to  posterity? 


9 


PIUNT.EU  KY  •WIJ.UA.M  CUDIilY  NILES,  AX  TilJS  XUAN  KLIN  WAXLU-STiiliET,  EAST  OX  SOUTH-STIVEET. 


NILES’  WEEKLY^REGISTER.  ' 

Ne  w setues.  No.  22— Vol.  VI.]  BALTIMORE,  JULY  29,  1820.  [No.  22— Vot.  XVIIT.  Whole  No.  464 

THE  PAST THE  PRESENT FOR  THE  FUTURE. 

EDITET*  AXn  PtrBLTSHEO  BT  H,  RILES,  AT  ^5  PER  AKRUM,  PAYABLE  IR  ADVARCE. 


Foreigr  News.  The  foreign  articles  given  in 
this*  sheet,  are  exceedingly  interesting — perhaps, 
important.  We  take  this  opportunity  to  remark 
that  on  the  present  occasion,  as  is  very  often  the 
case,  we  are  chieHy  indebted  to  the  New-York 
Commercial  Advertiser  for  this  portion  of  our  matter. 

In  England^  the  arrival  of  the  queen  has  excited 
a mighty  disturbance.  The  case  between  her  and 
her  husband  is  now  fairly  at  issue,  and  it  would 
appear  that  the  period  of  a compromise  bad  passed. 
Tiie  mass  of  the  people  are  evidently  well  disposed 
towards  her;  and,  indeed,  the  spirit  of  opposition 
to  government  is  so  widely  spread  among  the  poor- 
er classes,  that  they  seem  prepared  to  rally  at  any 
point  which  may  afford  the  prospect  of  a change. 
She  demands  a public  trial— the  ministry  wish  to 
investigate  her  conduct  secretly:  if  she  persists, 
we  think  it  doubtful  whether  the  government, 
powerful  as  it  is,  will  be  able  to  arraign  her  pri- 
vately. There  is  something  in  the  character  of  the 
English  people,  a fragment  of  the  spirit  of  liberty 
which  they  once  possessed,  that  is  decidedly  op- 
posed to  secret  trials  or  condemnations,  and  which 
also  is  full  of  energy  to  resist  what  seems  to  be  a 
persecution;  and  in  this  case,settled  upon  the  queen, 
and  sustained,  as  it  probably  will  be,  by  many 
distinguished  persons,  it  is  possible  that  those  in 
opposition  to  the  government  may  assume  sufficient 
importance  to  bring  about  momentous  events.  For 
ourselves,  as  republicans,  we  laugh  at  the  notion 
that  a quarrel  betweeh  a man  and  his  wife,  the  one 
not  a Joseph  nor  the  other  a Lucretiaf  should  pro- 
duce such  a national  excitement — the  couple  are 
not  worth  a nation’s  thoughts  for  a moment.  But 
the  people  of  monarchical  countries  have  very  dif- 
ferent ideas  on  such  subjects — audit  appears  to  us 
that  the  British  ministers  have  now  before  them 
one  of  the  most  difficult  tasks  that  ever  was  assign- 
ed to  them,  provided  the  queen  remains  firm  to  her 
purpose  and  insists  on  her  “rights.” 

The  British  government  has  acknowledged  its 
agency  in  the  “Cato-street  conspiracy,”  by  the 
pardon  of  the  wretch  Ed-war ds^  &c. 

France  is  represented  to  be  in  a state  of  great  dis- 
quietude—see  the  summary  of  news.  Paris  is  not 
agitated  alone.  The  theatres  in  most  of  the  prin- 
cipal cities,  as  well  as  in  the  capital,  had  been  shut 
up,  in  consequence  of  late  riots.  But  such  is  the 
condition  of  the  press  in  France,  under  the  cen- 
sorship, that  authentic  accounts  of  these  things 
cannot  be  expected.  Yet  the  inmates  of  the  pa- 
lace have  heard  the  terrible  cry  of  *^Vive  V Empe- 
reurP*  The  debates  in  the  chamber  of  deputies 
are  almost  as  violent  as  any  that  happened  in  the 
legislative  body  during  the  revolution,  and  the 
people  take  sides  pretty  much  in  the  manner  that 
they  did  then.  France  is  universally  regarded  as 
a sleeping  volcano,  ready  to  burst  forth  at  the  first 
opportunity. 

In  SpaiUf  it  does  not  appear  that  things  go  on  so 
smoothly  as  our  former  accounts  led  us  to  suppose. 
An  opposition  to  the  constitution  begin.s  to  mani- 
fest itself,  and  blood  has  been  shed  in  consequence 
at  Saragossa.  Several  persons  have  also  been  ar- 
rested; and  it  is  the  opinion  of  some  of  our  best 
informed  men,  that,  at  the  meeting  of  the  cortes, 
a nother  revolution  may  be  expected,  ih  the  flight 
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or  expulsion  sf  Ferdinand,  This  may  be  reusona' 
ble,  when  we  reflect  that  that  body  will  bring  to  a 
common  ])oiut  a large  mass  oi  personal  feeling  op- 
posed to  the  king,  on  account  of  personal  suflenng, 
wickedly  imposed  on  the  best  men  of  the  nation. 
The  Spanish  press  indulges  itself  in  much  freedom 
of  remark,  and  things  are  discussed  as  frankly  aiS 
they  are  in  the  United  States. 

In  the  JVetherlandSf  the  newspapers  are  more  ro- 
strained  than  they  were — the  FrencJi  liberales,  har- 
ing no  press  at  iiome,  had  resorted  to  them  tb  dis- 
seminate their  doctrines.  This  ofl'endedthe  French 
government,  and  the  practice  is  checked. 

Germany  is  quiet— but  we  may  see  many  eviden- 
ces of  a spirit  in  the  country  very  much  opposed  to 
the  despotism  which  governs  it. 

In  Portugal^  it  is  said,  that  the  chief  of  thehous® 
of  Gadaval,  i»as  made  claims  to  the  throne — but  we 
have  not  any  particulars. 

(j^’We  have  so  often  received  accounts  of  the 
disturbed  state  of  Europe,  within  two  or  three 
years  past,  and  which  have  not  yet  amounted  to  any 
tiling  of  importance,  that  we  now  know  not  how 
to  judge  of  such  things;  but  we  still  maintain  the; 
idea  which  we  have  often  expressed,  “that  the  age 
of  revolutions  lias  not  past;”  and  that  as  migluy 
events  as  any  that  have  happened  in  the  preseat 
generation,  may  yet  be  expected  to  take  place,  and 
shortly.  It  appears  to  us  impossible,  that,  after  the 
march  of  mind  in  Europe,  generally,  the  people 
can  bear  the  perfect  despotism  which  everywhere 
seems  prepared  for  them..  The  English  govern- 
ment appears  to  totter  with  its  own  weight.  New 
loans  are  every  year  made,  and  new  taxes  must, 
of  course,  be  provided  to  pay  the  interest  on  them, 
though  it  would  seem  as  if  tiie  national  ability  to 
contribute  them  was  already  exhausted. 

What  is  best?— Most  men,  sometimes,  act  upon 
the.  principle  of  the  decree  of  the  Athenians,  when 
they  gave  perpetuity  to  the  name  and  crime  of 
Eratostratus,  (who  burnt  the  temple  of  Diana,  for 
the  sole  purpose  of  eternizing  himself),  when  they 
solemnly  recorded  his  name  in  a resolve  that  his  name 
should  never  be  mentioned! — that  is,  the  very  re- 
verse of  what  we  desire  to  accomplish  is  brought 
about  by  our  misconstrued  motives  on  ill-advised 
proceedings.  A case  of  the  former  will  be  found 
in  the  article  mentioned  below,  and  it  is  possible 
that  what  we  shall  say  on  the  subject  immediately 
before  us,  may  furnish  an  evidence  of  the  latter; 
but  vve  feel  it  most  consistent  with  our  ideas  of 
right,  to  throw  out,  the  little  influence  of  reason  that 
we  have,  to  assist  in  arresting  a course  of  things 
which  can  only  be  productive  of  injury  to  the  re- 
public— whose  harmony  and  unity  should  always 
be  the  first  considei*ation  in  the  mind  of  a reflect- 
ing American.  We  may  differ  on  principles  and 
wrangle  about  practices,  but  there  are  certain  great 
points  of  moderation  and  forbearance — mutual  re- 
spect and  good  will,  on  which  all  should  agree. 

In  a very  respectable  village  newspaper  of  the 
state  of  New-York,  the  editorial  articles  in  which 
have  often  pleased  us  much,  the  following  was  re- 
cently published: 

**fVestern  morals  and fashions — ‘The  ladies,  as  well 
as  the  gentlemen,  (says  a letter  to  ttie  edhor,  frotn 


S86  MILES'  REGISTER— JULY  29. 


St,  Louis),  wear  dirks  by  their  sides;  and  dirking  is 
very  hishionable  here.’  This  fact  is,  of  itseUi  suf- 
ficient conuaentary  on  the  state  of  society  and  mo- 
rals in  Missouri.” 

What  an  imprudent  extract!  Are  all  the  people 
of  the  “vvest”.  of  the  many  hig'hly  important  states 
beyond  the  mountains,  to  be  thijs  traduced  by 
wholesale,  or  even  those  of  Missouri  to  be  condemn- 
ed en  j/jimc,  because  a few  unhappy  rencontres  have 
occurred  in  the  iatter,  and  I'rom  possihiiity  that 
some  few  womeii,iwfluenceclhy  the  passionstheieby 
excited,  may  have  worn  ‘dirks,’  as  the  letter  states? 
though  we  know  not  how  to  believe  that  any  such 
thing  has  happened.  It  is  like  the  stories  that  were 
told  of  Baltimore  after  some  unfortunate  events 
I'.ere,  by  which  many  persons  at  a distance  seemed 
almost  to  believe  that  we  killed  a man  daily,  and 
devoured  liiiu,  like  cannibals,  in  a public  square, 
out  of  the  pure  love  of  shedding  liuman  brood!  It 
partakes,  most  liberally,  of  the  spirit  of  the  British 
tourists  through  our  country:  one  of  these,  whose 
name  1 iiave  long  since  forgotten,  either  stated  or 
implied  the  fact,  that  the  people  of  a certain  quarter 
migiit  be  known  from  their  having  one  eye  gouged 
out  in  fighting — he  had,  perhaps,  seen  one  person 
so  niaifiied,  and  this  was  sufficient  proof  to  him  of 
its  universal  prevalence.  It  is  true,  several  fatal 
coiiientioiis  have  receutly  happened  in  Missouri, 
and  we  have  had  large  reports  about  riots  and  the 
like — but  no  one  can  believe  that  either  should  give 
a character  to  the  people  of  that  country,  nearly 
ninety-nine  of  an  hundred  of  whom  are  emigrants 
from  the  old  states,  our  relations,  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances. 

On  the  other  hand,  we  notice  the  following  toast, 
drank  at  the  celebration  of  the  late  anniversary,  in 
Virginia: 

“Missouri — 

Born  in  freedom's  eagle-nest. 

Rock’d  by  whirlwinds,  ill  their  rage.” 

This  is  as  offensive  to  a great  number  of  persons 
as  the  preceding  extract  can  be  to  others — being 
the  act  of  a larg^  company,  not  that  of  an  indivi- 
dual. 

The  framers  of  the  constitution  of  the  United 
States  were  ashamed  to  mention  the  word  slaves — 
deeply  mortified  at  the  necessity  imposed  of  mak- 
ing any  regulation  except  for  citizens  of  the  repub- 
lic; but  here  is  a proud  boast,  that,  because  Mis- 
souri was  allowed  to  be  a slavediolding  state,  she  was 
“rock’d  in  freedom's  eagle-nestf*  It  a monstrous 
libel  upon  our  republican  institutions,  and  as  little 
to  be  tolerated  by  a majority  of  the  people  of  the 
United  States,  as  the  extract  given  above  by  those 
of  Missouri. 

These  are  mere  specimens  of  what  has  been  said 
and  written — indeed,  more  violent  things  than  ei- 
ther of  those  quoted  have  met  our  eyes— we  ask, 
what  possible  good  can  grow  out  of  them? 

There  is  no  evil  to  be  imagined  so  fatal  to  the 
happiness  of  tiie  citizens  of  this  rep\j^blic,  so  preg'- 
nant  with  evil  consequences  to  the  march  of  free- 
dom over  the  world,  as  the  division  of  these  states 
would  be.  In  spite  of  our  own  folly  and  wickedness, 
the  grand  fact  exists,  that  there  is  no  people  on  the 
globe  to  be  compared  with  us  for  private  comfort 
or  public  virtue.  This,  we  believe,  may  be  said 
without  the  suspicion  of  boasting,  thoi\gh  indivi- 
dual cases  are  not  wanting  to  prove  ihe  opposite 
of  these  things;  and  we  have  misery  and  corrup- 
tion enough.  We  stand  before  the  human  race  as 
an  example,  that  man  is  best  capable  of  self-govern- 
ment,  and  that  no  wretched  race  of  semi-ideots  or 
confirnacd  villains,  are  needful  to  preservation 
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ot  order  and  law!  Our  responsibily  is  exceeding!/ 
great,  not  to  ourselves  only,  but  to  all  the  world; 
and  we  shall  be  blessed  or  cursed  by  the  enlighten- 
ed of  posterity,  as  we  use  tiie  means  afforded  to 
rescue  man  from  civil  and  religious  despotism.  Let 
us  not,  ttien,  do  anything-  to  weaken  the  bonds  that 
unite  us,  and  direct  us  to  happiness — to  power — to 
command!  Tlie  Missouri  question,  in  itself,  is  a 
most  awful  one:  it  is  sufficient  to  occupy  our  best 
minds  and  dispositions,  free  from  any  additional 
excitement; — it  seems  already  to  have  made  a 
separation  among  the  people:  let  us  all  take  care 
to  avoid  whatever  may  lead  to  a political  arrayment 
of  power  against  power.  We  had  begun  to  love 
each  other;  thousands  of  us  felt  that  ^merica/is  in- 
habited the  mountainous  countries  of  Maine  as  well 
as  the  plains  of  Georgia,  and  the  people  of  the  sea- 
board and  those  of  the  interior,  were  knitting  toge- 
tlier  by  tiie  most  endearing  ties.  Frenzy  to  the 
brain  that  shall  plot  to  disturb  the  happy  progress 
of  these  things!  But  mutual  forbearance  and  mo- 
deration is  indispensably  necessary  to  their  preser- 
vation, and  the  indiscrete  may  destroy  all  which 
the  coolest  heads  and  best  hearts  have  built  up,  as 
the  asylum  of  the  afflicted,  the  hope  of  humanity, 
and  home  of  liberty. 

The  PENsioNEU.  [n  our  paper  of  the  15th  inst. 
we  noticed  the  case  of  an  officer  of  the  revolutiona- 
ry army,  who  had  been  relieved  by  the  late  pension 
law  of  the  United  States - with  which,  for  the  rea- 
sons stated,  we  were  highly  pleased. 

By  letters  received  from  two  of  the  surviving  of- 
ficers  of  the  Delaware  line— gentlemen  whom  1 
; have  always  been  proud  to  call  my  friends,  as  well 
as  by  a publication  in  the  “Watchman,”  it  appears 
that  I was  mistaken  as  to  the  extent  of  the  service 
rendered  by  the  officer  alluded  to.  I always  under- 
stood until  now,  that  he  belonged  to  the  famous 
Delaware  regiment  from  the  beginning  until  the 
end  of  the  war,  and  had  a part  in  ail  its  severe 
figiits  and  privations;  but  it  seems  that  “he  left  the 
service  in  1777,  and  resigned  his  commission  [of  en- 
sign] early  in  1778;  when  he  married  and  obtained 
some;property,  which  was  soon  expended;  and,  not 
being  qualified  for  any  other  business,  he  was  oblig- 
ed to  seek  his  living  by  common  labor” — says  the 
writer  in  the  “Watchman,”  very  warmly. 

It  is  always  proper  to  correct  error — and,  cer- 
tainly,  being  a native  of  Delaware,  and  also  on  in- 
timate terms  with  nearly  every  one  of  its  surviving 
revolutionary  officers,  I should  suppose  that  I was 
almost  the  last  man  that  would  willingly  depreciate 
the  character  of  the  state  or  that  of  persons  so 
esteemed:  yet  the  matter  would  not  have  been  no- 
ticed, but  for  the  reason  that  those  gentlemen  seem 
to  be  offended  at  what  was  honestly  meant  in  com- 
pliment to  revolutionary  worth  in  general;  as  shew- 
ing that  those  who  so  largely  participated  in  the 
memorable  contest,  were  persons  not  ashamed  to 
earn  a subsistence  by  labor:  and,  at  the  time  of 
writing  the  article,  1 had  in  recollection  the  ex- 
clamation said  to  have  been  made  in  one  of  the 
London  theatres,  (just  after  the  peace  of  1783, 
when  a play  was  represented  which  was  designed 
to  ridicule  the  late  officers  of  our  army),  to  prove 
that  high  sounding  titles,  or  what  are  called  the 
honorable  professions,  have  nothing  to  do  with 
the  substantial  utilities  of  men.  But,  as  the  mat- 
ter has  turned  out,  and  my  design  has  lost  its  pur- 
pose as  to  those  immediately  interested,  the  follow- 
ing explanation  is  necessarily  made: 

We  are  informed  by  the  winter  above  quoted, 
that  only  foy^  officers  of  the  Delaware  fine,  were 
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placed  on  the  pension  list — “Bennet,  Roche,  Corse 
and  McClan.”  It  was  the  latter  to  whom  I had  re- 
ference— and  he  is  the  only  one,  I am  told,  wlio  is 
retained  on  the  list,  the  rest  being-  struck  offby  the 
secretary  of  war,  under  the  late  modifications  of  the 
act,  because  they  would  not  make  themselves  out 
to  be  absolute  paupers,  which  it  now  seems  is  re- 
quired in  order  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  the  law! 
This  is  sufficient— and  certainly,  tliough  poor 
McClan  has  been  complimented  above  his  deserts, 
nothing  has  been  said  that  ought  to  be  construed 
into  an  act  of  wrong  to  others,  wl\o  bore  the  bur- 
then of  the  war,  and  went  through  the  contest  with 
so  much  honor  to  themselves,  and  so  well  entitled 
themselves  to  the  gratitude  of  their  country* 


The  Bank  Director’s  Letter. 

The  following  letter,  published  in  the  London  Cou- 
rier, of  the  11th  of  May,  last,  has  given  rise  to 
much  indignant  remark  in  many  of  the  newspa- 
pers. We  shall  not  trouble  our  readers  with 
any  comments  upon  it— every  one  will  make 
them  for  himself.  The  writer,  we  are  told,  is  an 
Englishman  named  Astley,  who  has  obtmued  all 
his  present  consequence  in  the  country  wifich  he 
traduces,  and  really  is  a director  of  the  bank  of 
the  United  States.  It  is  recorded  in  part  as  a 
curiosity,  and  to  shew  the  sort  of  machinery 
which  is  always  in  motion  to  depreciate  the 
United  States  in  Fhirope,  the  agents  of  which  are 
too  often  those  whom  we  have  tenderly  nursed 
witliin  our  own  bosoms. 

London,  May  11,  1820.  That  we  are  suffering, 
very  considerably,  from  the  stagnation  of  our  trade 
and  manufactures,  cannot  be  denied.  We  aie  not 
alone,  however,  in  our  embarrasments,  as  the  fol- 
lowing letter  from  one  of  the  directors  of  the  bank 
of  the  United  States  to  a friend  in  Manchester,  will 
testify:  It  will  serve  also,  to  soften  down  some  of 
the  bright  tints  in  the  picture  wliich  Mr.  Haring 
drew,  the  other  night,  of  the  prosperous  condition 
of  all  the  rest  ofthe  world  compared  with  our  own: 
<‘Our  difficulties  in  commerce,  whether  mercan- 
tile or  domestic,  continue  without  abatement.  Men 
of  business  are  like  patients  in  the  last  stage  of  con- 
sumption, hoping  for  a favorable  change,  but  grow- 
ing weaker  every  day  till  they  expire. 

“Dismal  as  the  jr.’ospects  are  on  your  side  the 
water,  they  are  worse  here.  You  have  some  regu- 
lar and  profitable  trade — we  have  none.  It  is  all 
scamper  and  hap-liazard.  When  I came  to  this 
country,  on  the  first  day  of  my  arrival  in  Philadel- 
phia I walked  found  among  correspondents  w hom 
I had  before  known  by  name.  1 was  at  home 
amongst  them;  and  I would,  without  the  least  hesi- 
tation have  sold  them  goods  to  the  amount  of 
100,000  pounds.  Now  1 do  not  know  the  persons 
doing  business;  and  there  is  not  one  amongst  them 
whose  order  I would  take  for  ZIOOO!  What  a differ- 
ence! Along  continuance  of  distresses  in  the  com- 
mercial world  has  a bad  effect  on  the  morality  of 
the  country.  The  vast  number  of  failures  takes 
away  their  odium.  Men  fail  in  parties  for  conve- 
nience; and  the  barriers  of  honesty  are  broken 
down  by  a perpetual  legislation  suited  to  the  con- 
dition of  insolvent  debtors.  We  have  now  no  im- 
prisonment for  debt.  Credit  is  become  very  rare, 
as  you  may  well  imag-ine,  for  we  have  nothing  to 
depend  upon  but  a man’s  honesty  ! ! Besides  our 
commercial  distresses,  we  are  suffering  great  alarm 
in  this  city,  from  incendiaries,  who  have  succeeded 
in  setting  fire  to  a great  number  of  buildings.  On 
Sunday  eveniqg  our  Theatre  was  entirely  destroy- 


ed. It  produced  the  greatest  flame  I ever  saw. 
Most  fortunately  a heavy  snow  had  fallen  during 
the  day  and  the  roofs  of  the  houses  being  covered 
with  it,  were  preserved  from  taking  fire;  otlier- 
wise  we  should  have  had  a most  dreadful  confla- 
gration. 

“During  the  former  prosperous  times  of  this 
country,  it  was  an  universal  complaint  that  the  ex- 
penses of  living  were  extravagantly  high;  but  it  is 
now  discovered,  that  the  place  which  is  the  most 
expensive  to  live  in,  is  the  best  place  for  making 
money  and  living  with  comfort.  Houses  which 
rented  for  g 1200,  now  rent  for  450  dollars;  fuel 
which  cost' 12  dollars,  now  costs  5^  dollars;  flour 
which  was  10  and  11  dollars,  is  now  4^  beef  25 
cents,  now  eight  cents;  other  things  in  proportion. 
It  is  thus  true  we  now  pay  less  for  these  necessa- 
ries, but  we  can  make  no  money.  The  farmer  is 
become  as  poor  as  a rat;  the  labor  of  his'  farm  cost.s 
him  more  than  the  produce  is  worth.  He  cannot 
pay  the  store  keeper,  and  the  store  keeper  cannot 
pay  the  merchant.  I'he  economists  who  write  on 
the  advantages  of  keeping  down  the  prices  of  the 
necessaries  of  life,  are  quite  wrong;  experience 
proves  that  when  the  produce  ofthe  ground  bears 
a high  price,  labor  will  necessarily  bear  a high 
price  also;  and  the  abundaiyce  of  money  passing 
tlirough  all  ranks  of  society,  enables  a vigilant  and 
industrious  man  to  possess  hiniatli  of  the  means  of 
comfortable  subsistence. 

“Mail  robberies  and  piracies  are  quite  the  order 
of  the  day.  Two  men  were  hung  at  Baltimore 
a few  months  ago  for  robbing  the  mail;  two  more 
will  experience  tl;e  same  fate  in  a few  days,  at  the 
same  place,  for  the  same  crime.— Two  men  are  to 
be  hung  there  a week  hence,  for  piracy,  and  fiv® 
others  are  under  sentence  of  death,  You  perceive 
that  every  description  of  vice  prevails  here  in  its 
worst  form,  and  it  is  the  more  shocking,  since  it 
does  not  arise  from  the  pressure  of  circumstances 
that  men  should  turn  villains;  it  is  mere  depravity.” 


Public  Lands. 

We  were  among  those  who  warmly  advocated  the 
late  change  in  the  manner  of  disposing  of  the 
public  lands,  under  the  belief  that  it  would 
prove  advantageous  as  well  to  the  western  coun- 
try as  to  the  nation  at  large.  The  debts  now 
due  for  lands  sold,  amount  to  nearly  25  millions; 
and,  as  it  had  almost  become  a matter  of  course 
to  extend  the  credit  to  those  who  asked  for  it, 
there  was  no  calculating  to  what  an  e-^tent  the 
amount  would  have  proceeded;  and,  in  the  pre- 
sent state  of  the  times,  to  have  urged  payment, 
would  have  caused  the  ruin  of  thousands  of  de- 
serving persons.  Now  the  debt  will  be  gradual- 
ly and  easily  diminished,  and  the  emigrants 
westward,  instead  of  adding  to  tlie  difficulties 
experienced  in  that  quarter,  by  adfling  to  the 
debts  due,  will  take  out  money  with'  them  to 
purchase  lands;  and  so  probably  chiefly  consist 
of  that  class  of  society  whidi  it  is  the  interest  of 
every  community  to  possess. 

We  have  seen  several  articles  like  the  following  in 
the  western  papers,  aqd  are  much  pleased  to  ob- 
serve that  the  change  appears  to  be  approved  by 
those  who  seem  more  immediately  interested  in 
the  matter. 

FROM  THE  KENTCCKT  ARGUS. 

The  present  congress  have  made  an  important 
change  in  the  price  and  mode  of  selling  public 
lands.  I'he  price  is  reiluced  from  two  dollars  per 
acre  to  one  dollar  twenty-five  centS;  instead  of  tlte 
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foruier  credits,  the  whole  amount  is  to  be  paid 
vviien  the  land  is  entered;  and  the  smallest  quantity 
of  land  whicii  can  be  purchased,  is  reduced  from  a 
quarter  section  or  160  acres,  to  a half  quarter  sec- 
tion or  80  acres.  These  changes,  it  is  believed, 
will  prove  highly  beneficial  to  the  government, 
and  not  injurious  to  the  people.  The  debt  due  for 
public  lauds  was  rapidly  accumulating,  every  year, 
for  some  time  past;  it  has  been  necessary  to  pass  a 
law  of  indulgence  similar  to  our  Green  River  bill, 
and  serious  danger  to  the  government  was  appre- 
hended from  this  growing  debt.  Under  the  new 
system  the  debt  will  gradually  diminish,  and  in  a 
few  years  be  utterly  extinguished.  No  cause  will 
exist  for  constant  collision  between  the  govern- 
ment and  people,  the  former  enforcing  payment, 
and  tlie  latter  evading  it.  What  is  the  interest  of 
the  government,  is  the  interest  of  the  people. 

The  only  plausible  objections  we  have  heard  to 
this  measure  are,  that  it  may  check  emigration,  and 
retard  the  growth  of  the  western  country.  Had 
not  the  price  and  the  smallest  quantity  of  land  al- 
lowedto  be  purchased,  been  reduced,  these  objec- 
tions v/ould  have  been  solid.  But  under  the  old 
system  the  price  was  ^2;  under  the  new  gl,25; 
under  the  old  system  the  smallest  quantity  of  land 
which  could  be  purchased  was  160  acres,  under  the 
new  it  is  80;  under  the  old  system  one  fourth  was 
to  he  paid  in  hand,  under  the  new  the  whole.  Un- 
der the  (>kl  system  a poor  man  emigrating  to  the 
west  must  necessarily  buy  160  acres  at  ^2  per  acre, 
one  fourtii  of  which,  or  ^80,  must  be  paid  in  hand; 
iin.ler  the  new  he  may  purchase  80  acres  at  ^1,25 
per  acre,  tlie  whole  of  which  pr  ^100,  must  be  paid 
in  hand.  Hence  it  is  evident  that  the  poor  man 
can  obtain  a housemow  with  a small  farm, for  little 
mora  than  l)e  Could  before.  Most  men  in  these 
times  v/ould  value  80  acres  all  their  otvriy  with  title 
complete,  higher  than  160  acres,  one  fourth  paid 
for,  witl'.out  title,  and  siibject  to  forfeiture  and  all 
the  vicissitudes  of  the  times.  The  industrious  and 
economical  man  with  80  acres,  will  soon  find  means 
to  increase  his  farm  without  trouble  to  his  govern- 
ment, or  embarrassment  to  himself.  The  great 
object  of  an  emigrant,  a sure  and  permanent  bouse, 
is  placed  more  completely  within  the  reach  of  the 
nortliern  and  eastern  poor  than  it  was  before. 
Hence,  emigi-ation  will  not  be  checked,  but  rather 
promoted. 


Surrender  of  Cornwallis. 

rr.eivi  the  xew  york  EVENiifo  post,  juet  Ij. 

Splendid  painting. — The  surrender  of  lord  Corn- 
wallis at  Yorktown,  painted  by  col.  Trumbull,  for 
the  United  States,  is  now  exhibiting  at  Washington 
Hall,  previous  to  its  being  sent  to  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment. The  size  of  the  canvass  is  12  feet  by  18, 
and  contains  34  portraits  of  American  and  Frencli 
officers;  among  which  ai'e  the  likenesses  of  general 
Washington,  general  Lincoln,  marquis  La  Fayette, 
baron  Steuben,  gen.  Wayne,  gen.  Knox,  col.  Ha- 
milton, col.  John  LaiU’ens,  of  S.  C.;  ff'.  Nelson,  go- 
vernor of  Virginia,  count  Rochambeau,  count  de 
Grasse,  duke  cle  Leval,  duke  de  Lauzun,  baron  Vio- 
mench  count  de  Barras,  and  19  others,  all  distin- 
gui>^itcd  officers  of  the  American  army.  Of  the 
British  officers,  the  painter  lias,  from  motives  of  de- 
licacy, avoided  giving  resemblances.  Tlie  painting 
represents  the  moment  when  the  principal  officers 
of  the'British  are  passing  between  the  French  and 
American  g-enernls  to  the  place  where  they  ground 
their  arms,  and  from  wlience  tliey  returned  to  their 
quarters.  Tlie  American  troops  are  seen  formed 


on  the  right  side  of  the  road  leading  to  York,  gen. 
Washington,  with  the  American  officers,  at  their 
head;  the  French  troops  on  the  opposite  side  of  the 
road  facing-  them;  count  de  Rochambeau,  with  the 
principal  officers  of  the  French  navy  and  army,  on 
their  left.  General  Lincoln,  who  was  appointed  by 
Washington  to  conduct  the  ceremonies  of  the  day, 
occupies  the  fore  ground  of  the  piece,  with  the 
British  officers  and  their  commander  at  the  side  of 
his  horse.  This  honor  was  assigned  him  in  conse- 
quence of  the  unworthy  treatment  he  had  met  with 
from  lord  Cornwallis  in  reverse  circumstances, 
when  he  was  compelled  to  surrender  to  him  at 
Charleston  about  18  months  before,  after  sustaining 
with  great  bravery  a seige  of  forty  days  for  which 
he  would  have  been  applatidedby  a generous  ene- 
my, and  have  been  as  much  as  possible  spared  eve- 
ry circumstance  mortifying  to  his  feelings,  but  in- 
stead of  that,  hislordship  magnanimously  caused  his 
army  to  case  their  colors  and  the  drums  to  beat  a 
yankee  march.  Little  did  he  think  that  a stinging 
retribution  was  so  near  at  hand.  To  general  Lin- 
coln, therefore,  was  assigned  the  duty  of  superin- 
tending the  submission  of  the  British  army  under 
lord  Cornwallis,  at  Yorktown,  in  precisely  the  same 
v/ay  that  his  own  had  been  conducted  about  18" 
month  before  at  Charleston,  “with  shouldered 
arms,  colors  cased  and  drums  beating  a British  or 
German  march;’’  and  the  whole  is  faithfully  repre- 
sented in  this  picture.  In  the  centre,  and  in  the 
distance  are  seen  the  entrance  of  the  towm,  with 
the  captured  troops  marching  out;  and  also  a 
glimpse  of  Ym*k  river,  and  the  entrance  of  the  Che- 
sapeake, as  taken  on  the  spot. 

Such  is  the  general  and  hasty  outline  of  one  of 
the.  finest  pictures  this  country  has  ever  produced, 
both  as  a performance  in  the  art  of  painting,  and  as 
a subject  upon  which  no  man,  who  boasts  of  a drop 
of  American  blood  in  his  veins,  can  look  with  in- 
difference; can  look  without  feeling  it  grow  warm- 
er at  his  heart,  as  he  fixes  his  e}res  upon  the  sight 
before  him,  and  becomes  animated  and  enkindled 
at  the  train  of  associations  it  calls  up.  It  does  ho- 
nor to  our  country;  to  .the  patriot  heart  that  de- 
signed, and  the  skilful  hand  that  executed  it;  and 
we  should  be  wanting  in  our  duty  to  our  fellow  ci- 
tizens, did  we  not  urge  every  one  to  avail  himself 
of  the  present  opportunity  to  witness  this  elegant 
specimen  of  the  fine  arts,  by  a irative  American, 
before  its  removal. 


Emigration  from  Europe. 

Passengers. — It  appears,  by  the  official  returns 
from  the  mayor’s  office  that,  from  December, 
,1818,  to  December,  1819, 3‘5, 560  passengers  arriv- 
ed at  this  port.  This  will  give  an  idea  of  the  great 
intercourse  which  is  Iiad  with  this  city;  yet  it  also 
appears  that,  out  of  this  number,  16,628,  were 
Americans,  leaving  18,932  foreigners,  which,  of 
itself,  is  an  important  amount.  Tliere  is  something 
also  to  consider  in  the  national  character  of  these 
emigrants:  7,629  were  English,  and  6,067  were 
Irish.  The  proportion  of  Irish  to  English  emigrants, 
has  been  lieretofore  in  favor  of  the  Irish,  but  this 
year,  the  English  takes  the  lead.  It  is  certain  that 
the  Irish  have  a more  sincere  attachment  tp  this 
country  than  tlie  English:  their  associations  and 
feelings,  and  the  success  of  many  of  their  country- 
men, have  given  a great  spur  to  emigration;  added 
to  this,  their  wants  and  their  enterprise  are  great- 
er than  those  of  the  English;  yet  we  have,  in  this 
excess  of  English  emigration,  a very  strong  proof 
of  the  misery  of  the  times,  and  the  extremes  to 
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which  they  are  reduced— extremes  which  the 
Irish  have  scarcely  arrived  at.  If  it  is  said  that 
many  of  these  were  bound  to  Canada,  to  settle  on 
the  crown  lands,  the  reply  will  be,  that  the  ex- 
pense of  transportation  from  New  York  to  Canada 
would  exceed  the  value  of  their  possessions,  and 
emigrants  bound  to  Canada,  generally  take  passage 
for  Quebec.  Tf,  on  the  other  hand,  it  is  contended 
that  many  have  returned  to  Europe,  we  are  satis- 
fied that  the  number  is  very  trifling,  and  were  not 
willing  to  work.  Of  Scotch  there  were  1942.  This 

a class  of  emigrants  which  are  not  idle  in  any  part 
oi  the  world. 

There  is  in  Delaware  county,  in  this  state,  a very 
extensive  and  respectable  Scotch  settlement,  par- 
ticularly distinguished  for  making  great  quantities 
of  good  butter,  and  raising’  cattle.  Of  Swiss,  tiiere 
were  372.  Considering  that  there  is  no  maritime 
intercourse  between  this  country  and  Switzerland, 
and  that  we  cannot  be  familiarly  known  to  these 
mountaineers,  the  number  of  emigrants  is  quite 
respectable.  The  Swiss,  generally,  are  good  farm- 
ers, and  are  a hardy,  industrious,  temperate  race 
of  people;  and  if  our  songs  of  liberty  could  reach 
their  valleys,  lakes,  and  glaciers — if  they  knew 
that  they  could  raise  the  mountain  grape,  and  feed 
their  cattle  in  peace  and  tranquillity,  we  should 
find  a greater  number  amongst  us. 

Of  Welchmen  we  have  590,  another  class  of  tem- 
perate and  excellent  emigrants,  peculiarly  adapted 
to  this  country;  and,  to  show  liow'  apt  people  are 
to  choose  for  a residence,  a country  where  habits 
and  manners  are  similar  to  tiieir  own,  in  this  annual 
batch  of  emigrants  we  have  only  217  Spanish,  and 
54  Portuguese,  most  of  whom  are  doubtless  gone 
to  the  neigliboring  islands. 

■ Our  agricultural  and  manufacturing  interest  make 
it  desirable  to  urge  every  species  of  emigration 
calculated  to  give  these  great  national  objects  a 
judicious  impulse,  and  the  time  is  not  distant  when 
we  shall  have  to  look  more  closely  into  these  mat- 
ters.  Advocate,] 


Legi 


;islatiire  of  Tennessee. 

Extract  from  the  message  of  the  governor  of  Tennes- 

see,  at  the  called  session^  on  the  2Qth  June^  1820. 

I submit  to  the  wisdom  of  the  legislature,  whe- 
ther, amongst  the  measures  of  general  benefit,  to 
which  your  investigation  will  be  called,  it  would 
not  be  of  importance  to  consider,  to  what  extent  a 
law  might  be  applied  which  would  contain  provi- 
sions directing,  that  valuable  property  of  the  debt- 
or, under  well  digested  limitations,  and  at  a regu- 
lated discretion  of  the  creditor,  should  be  received 
in  full  satisfaction  of  the  debtor. 

From  my  past  experience  in  observing  the  ope- 
rations  of  a similar  course,  adopted  by  the  general 
assembly  of  this  state  in  the  year  1809,  as  well  as 
from  the  best  conclusions,  which  my  mind  is  capa- 
ble of  drawing,  by  the  appearance  of  things  at  this 
day,  I am  fully  persuaded,  that  much  good  would 
result  to  the  country  generally,  by  extending  the 
time  in  which  payments  can,  by  the  present  laws 
be  forced,  unless  the  creditor  should,  by  his  own 
voluntary  act,  make  terms  of  accommodation,  and, 
instead  of  cash  payment,  take  from  the  debtor  such 
valuable  estate,  either  real  or  personal,  as  it  may 
be  in  his  p®wer  to  give,  and  at  such  abatement,' 
under  its  estimated  value,  as  you  may  direct,  A 
regulation  bottomed  upon  these  principles  is  usual- 
ly termed  2, property  law,  and  should  be  resorted  to 
in  cases  of  the  highest  emergency  only.  But  as  i 
conceive  that  a crisis  has  arrived  when  the  public 


welfare  requires  an  extraordinary  effort  of  prompt- 
ness and  decision,  no  public  functionary  should  hold 
back,  from  proposing  and  supporting  such  mea- 
sures, as,  in  his  opinion,  may  lead  in  any  degree,  to 
an  advancement  of  the  common  good. 

Under  a full  sense  of  this  obligation,  and  after  a 
dispassionate  examination  of  every  circumstance 
which  I have  been  able  to  collect,  I Would  suggest 
to  your  honorable  body,  that  a property  law  might 
be  so  formed  as  to  secure  much  benefit  for  tlie 
country.  Let  it  provide  that,  when  property  is 
levied  on,  for  the  purpose  of  compelling  the  pay- 
ment of  debts,  the  plaintiff  and  defendant  shall 
have  each  the  right  of  choosing  one  man  of  good 
fame  and  competent  knowledge  in  the  worth  of 
property,  and  to  them  shall  be  given  the  power  of 
selecting  a third  person  to  assist  their  judgment, 
should  they  not  be  able  to  agree  in  their  estimate 
of  the  property  levied  on.  Their  valuation  should 
be  binding  on  the  parties,  but  should  not  be  predi- 
cated either  upon  the  extravag-ant  ideas  which  men 
entertained  of  property  some  three  years  ago,  nor 
by  tlie  sum  at  which  property  generally  would  now 
sell  if  exposed  to  public  auction.  The  property 
thus  valued  should  be  tendered  to  the  plaintiff  by 
the  defendant  in  discharge  of  the  debt,  rating  it 
at  two  thirds  of  whatever  may  be  esteemed  its  in- 
trinsic value,  and  the  plaintiff  should  have  it  in  his 
opinion  to  take  the  whole  or  a sufficient  part,  thus 
rated,  in  satisfaction  of  his  claim. 

; Should  he  not  4iink  fit  to  I'eceive  the  property, 
tlie  defendant  ought  to  be  required  to  direct  the 
levying  officer  to  proceed  to  rrlake  sale  at  public 
auction,  of  so  much  as  will  be  sufficient  to  raise 
the  sum 'necessary  to  cover  the  plaintiff  ^s  demand, 
provided  it  will  sell  for  an  amount  in  current  bank 
notes,  equal  at  least  to  two  thirds  of  it  rated  value, 
if  the  plaintiff  objects  against  receiving'  the  cur- 
rent bank  notes,  he  must  enter  his  protest  to  that 
effect  previously  to,  or  at  the  commencement  of, 
the  sale,  and  in  that  event,  the  defendant  to  avail 
himself  of  the  privilege  of  prolonging  the  period 
of  election,  should  execute  his  bond  with  approved 
security,  payable  to  the  plaintiff^  in  the  currency 
originally  stipulated  for,  in  two  years,  and  to  bear 
interest  from  the  dale.  In  cases  where  the  property 
of  file  defendant,  thus  offered,  cannot,  on  each 
payment,  be  sold  for  two  thirds  of  its  value,  it 
should  be  sold  on  a credit,  extending  to  the  end  of 
the  next  stated  session  of  the  general  assembly,  the 
proceeds  to  be  payable  in  specie,  or  in  current 
bank  notes,  at  the  will  of  the  defendant. 

A due  share  of  attention  must  be  employed  in 
fixing  upon  the  mode  whereby  the  sufficiency  of 
securities  should  be  tested,  and  on  the  course  to  be 
pursued, where  reasonable  objections  may  be  shown 
to  exist  against  persons  proposed  by  eitlier  party 
in  the  valuation  of  their  property;  but,  after  you  had 
settled  on  the  basis  of  u system,  the  details  neces- 
sary for  carrying  your  views  into  operation,  will  not 
present  many  important  difficulties. 

It  is  not  to  be  expected  that  legislative  provi- 
sions can  be  made  to  reach  every  case  of  individual 
distress;  many  are  beyond  the  influence  of  any 
general  plan;  their  all  has  already  been  5wept  from 
them;  and,  in  too  many  instances,  the  entire  sacri- 
fice of  tlieir  estates  has  repaid  but  a .=;ma]]  portion 
of  its  cost,  and  they  are  left  encumbered  with  a 
debt  so  uneqai  to  their  strength,  tiiat  they  lose  sigiW 
of  its  redemption,  and  sink  nnder  its  pressure. 
Still  there  is  much  left  to  be  done.  The  peoplu 
should  be  made  to  see  that  those  public  agents,  in 
whom  they  have  put  their  trust,  have  not  abandon- 
led  them  in  their  affliction,  mens’  confidence  in 
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c:ich  other’s  solvency  will  be  restored;  the  thirst 
for  purchasing  at  sheriff  ’s  sale  will  be  allayed;  trea- 
sures which  are  now  hoarded  up  to  be  used  in  fat- 
tening on  calamity,  will  be  drawn  out,  and  again 
circulated  in  the  ordinary  channels  of  useful  indus- 
try, when  the  scliemes  of  grinding  oppression  have 
failed. 


Promotions  and  Appointments. 

Adj.  and  insp.  general’s  orricE, 

20th  JVJay,  1820. 

GENERAL  ORDER. 

Promotions  and  appointments^  made  m the  army  of  the 

United  States,  since  the  publication  of  the  register 

for  January,  1820. 

Ordnance  department. 

2d  Keutenant  John  Symington,  to  be  1st  lieuten- 
ant 17th  May,  1820,,  vice  Wilson,  dismissed. 

3d  lieutenant  Amos  Woodward,  to  be  2d  lieuten- 
ant,  17th  May,  1820,  vice  Symington,  promoted. 

Corps  of  artillery. 

Brevel  major  John  Biddle,  to  be  captain,  1st  Oc- 
tober, 1813, 

Brevet  major  R.  M.  Kirby,  to  be  1st  lietenant, 
23d  March,  1818. 

Second  regiment  of  infantry. 

Brevet  major  Charles  J.  Nourse,  to  be*captain, 
17th  June,  1816. 

2d  lieutenant  John  Clitz,  to  be  Jst  lieutenant, 
3 1st  December,  1819,  vice  Wood,  resigned. 

Third  regiment  of  infantry. 

Brevet  major  Wm.  M’Donald,  to  be  captain,  11th 
November,  1814. 

1st  lieutenant  John  Culbertson,  to  be  captain, 
16th  March,  1820,  vice  Baker,  promoted. 

2d  lieutenant  Abram  Musser,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
,16th  March,  1820,  vice  Culbertson,  promoted. 

2d  lieutenant  Horace  M'^ebster,  to  be  1st  lieuten- 
ant, 5th  April,  1820,  vice  Philips,  resigned. 

Fourth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Brevet  major  F.  S.  Belton,  to  be  captain,  31st 
July,  1817. 

Fifth  regiment  of  infantry. 

Lieutenant  colonel  Josiali  Snelling,  of  the  6th  in- 
fantry, to  be  colonel,  1st  June,  1819,  vice  Miller, 
resigned. 

Sixth  regiment  o f infantry. 

Brevet  colonel  John  E.  Wool,  to  be  lieutenant 
colonel,  10th  February,  1818. 

1st  lieutenant  Alphonso  Wetmore,  to  be  captain, 
25th  December,  1819,  vice  Read,  deceased. 

1st  lieutenant  Thomas  Staniford,  to  be  captain, 
1st.  March,  1820,  vice  Livingston,  resigned. 

2d  lieutenant  John  Mansfield,  to  be  1st  lieuten- 
ant, 25th  December,  1819,  vice  Wetmore,  promot- 
ed. 

2d  lieutenant  Henry  Taylor,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
1st  March,  1820,  vice  Staniford,  promoted. 

2d  lieutenant  Zalmon  C.  Palmer,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 1st  March,  1820,  vice  Ellison,  resigned. 
Seventh  regiment  of  infantry. 

Lieutenant  colonel  Matthew  Arbuckle,  to  be  co- 
lonel, 16th  March,  1820,  vice  Brearley,  resigned. 

Major  John  Nicks,  to  be  lieutenant  colonel,  16th 
March,  1820,  vice  Arbuckle,  promoted. 

Brevet  major  Daniel  Baker,  captain  3d  infantry, 
to  be  major,  16th  March,  1820,  vice  Nicks,  promot- 
ed. 

2d  lieutenant  Richard  D.  Davis,  to  be  1st  lieuten- 
ant, 15th  February,  1820,  vice  M’Lean,  resigned. 

Rifle  regiment. 

1st  lieutenant  Thomas  F.  Hunt,  to  be  captain, 
20th  May,  1820,  vice  Hichman,  resigned. 


2d  lieutenant  Samuel  Shannon,  io  be  1st  lieuten- 
ant, 23d  February,  1820,  vice  Marlin,  dropped. 

2d  lieutenant  Gideon  Low,  to  be  1st  lieutenant, 
20th  May,  1820,  vice  Hunt,  promoted. 

.appointments. 

Colonel  Henry  Atkinson,  of  the  6th  infantry,  to 
be  brigadier  general,  13th  M.iy,  1820. 

Henry  Stanton,  assistant  deputy  quartermaster 
general,  to  be  deputy  quartermaster  general,  13th 
May,  1820. 

John  1).  Orr,  to  be  assistant  deputy  quartermas- 
ter general,  17th  May,  1820, 

E.  H.  Bell,  surgeon,  8th  infantry,  to  be  post  sur- 
geon, 28th  January,  1820. 

Wm.  H Nicoll,  surgeon’s  mate,  6th  infantry,  to 
be  post  surgeon,  28tb  January,  1820. 

Robert  French,  to  be  post  surgeon  12th  April, 
1820. 

Chas.  N.  M’Closkry,  to  b»e  post  surgeon,  12th 
April,  1820. 

James  Cutbush,  assistant  apothecary  general,  to 
be  post  surgeon,  l6th  May,  1820. 

Charles  G,  Foster,  to  be  assistant  apothecary  ge- 
neral, 28th  January,  1820. 

Robert  P.  M’Calla,  to  be  assistant  apothecary  ge- 
neral, 16th  May,  1820. 

Josiah  Everett,  post  surgeon,  to  be  surgeon,  light 
artillery,  28th  January,  1820. 

Henry  H.  Macomb,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  corps  of 
artillery,  1st  B.  N.  1).  28th  January,  1820. 

Thomas  B,  Tilden,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  corps  of 
artillery,  IstB.  S.  D.  28th  January,  1820. 

George  Mountz,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  corps  of  ar- 
tillery, 4th  B.  S D.  28th  January,  1820. 

Norman  Holmes,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  corps  of  ar- 
tillery, 1st  B.  S.  D.  28th  January,  1820. 

Hezek  iah  Garner,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  corps  of  ar- 
tillery, 2d  B.  S.  D.  28th  January,  1820. 

John  C.  Goolrick,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  corps  of 
artillery,  4th  B.  S.  D,  28th  January,  1820. 

James  C.  Hayward,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  corps  of 
artillery,  2d  B.  S.  D.  28th  January,  1820- 

George  C.  Hutter,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  corps  of 
artillery,  4th  B.  S.  D.  28th  January,  1820. 

Thomas  J.  Ayres,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  1st  infan- 
try, 28th  January,  1820. 

Wm.  W.  King,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  1st  infantry, 
28th  January,  1820. 

David  Brooks,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  second  infan- 
try, 28di  January,  1820. 

Carlos  A.  Waite,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  2d  infantry, 
28th  January,  1820. 

R,  B.  A.  Tate,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  4th  infantry, 
3d  March,  1819. 

Joseph  N.  Clark,  to  be  surgeon’s  mate,  4th  infan- 
try, 28th  Januar)^  1820. 

Joseph  Hare,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  5th  infantry, 
28th  January,  1820. 

John  Bradley,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  6th  infantry, 
28th  January,  1820. 

Presly  H.  Craig,  to  be  surgeon’s  mate,  6th  infan- 
try, I2th  April,  1820. 

John  M‘Cauley,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  7th  infantry, 
28  th  January,  1820. 

Martin  Burk,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  8th  infantry, 
28th  January,  1820. 

Mosby  M’Daniel,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  8th  infan- 
try,  28tb  January,  1820. 

Robert  M.  G.  Walmse)%  post  surgeon,  to  be  sur- 
geon, 8th  infantry,  l3th  May,  1820. 

Charles  Sloan,  to  be  surgeon’s  mate,  8th  infantry, 
28th  .Tanuary,  1820. 

John  Clark,  to  b^  2d  lieutenant,  rifle  regiment 
28th  January,  1820. 
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Stephen  Shea,  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  rifle  regi- 
ment, 28th  January,  1820. 

R V.  M’Guire,  to  be  surgeon’s  mate,  rifle  regi- 
ment, 12th  April,  1820. 

TnAJTSFEH.S. 

S.  Donoho,  captain  of  the  corps  of  artillery,  is 
transferred  to  the  4th  infantry. 

Brevet  major  .1.  A.  Bard,  captain  ofthe  4th  infan- 
tr}%  is  transferred  to  the  corps  of  artillery. 

Brevet  major  J'homas  Biddle,  captain  corps  of 
artillery,  is  transferred  to  the  rifle  regiment. 

Brevet  lieutenant  colonel  Joseph  Salden,  captain 

the  rifle,  is  transferred  to  the  corps  of  artillery. 

'Fhe  oflicers  promoted  will  i-eport  for  duty,  ac- 
cording  to  their  promotion  Tliose  ajjpointed 
have  received  special  orders  from  this  office. 

By  order, 

D.  PARKER,  adj.  and  insp.  general. 

nrpoiiT  or  a boari)  of  officers. 

The  board  of  officer.s,  eonsisting  of  major  gene- 
ral Brown,  brevet  major  general  Scott,  and  lieut. 
col.  Arbuckle,  instituted  by  the  general  order  of 
, the  3d  instant,  to  decide  on  the  claims  of  certain 
officers  ofthe  general  staff  ofthe  army  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  after  aii  examination  of  the  subject  in  its 
several  relations,  has  the  honor  to  make  the  follow- 
ing’ report: 

By  the  law  of  March  3d,  1813,  for  the  organiza- 
tion of  the  staff,  it  appears  that  the  officers  who 
were  transferred  from  the  line  ofthe  army  to  the 
performance  of  staff  duties,  were  secured  in  their 
right  of  promotion,  and  in  their  lineal  rank;  their 
promotion  was  to  “take  place  in  the  same  manner 
as  if  they  had  not  been  thus  transferred.” 

The  law  of  24th  April,  1816,  for  the  organization 
of  the  staff  ofthe  peace  establishment,  confirms  to 
officers  transferred  from  lineal  to  staff  duties,  “all 
the  privileges  secured  to  the  staff  of  the  army  by 
the  act  ofMarch  3d,  1813.” 

As  the  officers  who  claim  their  lineal  rank  on 
the  authority  of  the  preceding  laws,  do  not  appear 
to  have  made  a voluntary  relinquishment  of  it;  on 
the  contrary,  as  they  have  constantly  asserted  tlieir 
claims  to  it,  and  as  no  evidence  is  adduced  to  show 
that  they  have  been  formally  the  board  is 

of  opinion  that  those  oflicers  who  were,  at,  and 
who  have  been  since,  the  organization  of  the 
peace  establishment,  transferred  from  the  line  ofthe 
army  to  the  staff,  are  entitled,  and  ought  to  be  re- 
stored, to  the  lineal  rank  which  they  would  now 
hold  in  their  respective  corps,  had  they  not  been 
thus  transferred 

Philadelphia^  oOth  March,  1820, 

Adj.  and  insp.  gen’s  office, 

May  20  th,  1820. 

General  order. 

The  above  report  of  the  officers,  of  which  major 
general  Brown  was  president,  is  approved;  and, 
conformably  thereto,  John  E.  Wool,  inspector  ge- 
neral ofthe  north  division,  is  restored  to  the  lineal 
rank  of  lieutenant  colonel;  to  rank  as  such  from  the 
10th  of  February  1818,  above  lieutenant  colonel 
Leavenworth. 

C.  J.  Nourse,  assistant  adjutant  general,  is  re- 
stored to  the  lineal  rank  of  captain  in  the  2d  in- 
fantry; to  rank  from  the  17th  June,  1816,  above 
captain  Bailey. 

R.  M.  Kirby,  assistant  adjutant  general,  is  restor- 
ed to  the  lineal  rank  of  1st  lieutenant  in  the  corps 
of  artillery;  to  rank  from  the  23d  ofxVIarch,  1B18, 
above  lieutenant  Dix. 

F.  S.  Belton,  assistant  inspector  general,  is  re-  1 


stored  to  the  lineal  rank  of  captain  in  the  4th  infan- 
try; to  rank  from  the  31st  of  July,  1817,  above  cap- 
tain Gale. 

Wm.  M’ Donald,  assistant  inspector  general,  is 
restored  to  the  lineal  rank  of  captain  in  the  3d 
infantry;  to  rank  from  11th  of  November,  1814, 
above  captain  Garland;  and  John  Biddle,  assistant 
insjiector  general,  is  restored  to  tiie  lineal  rank  of 
captain,  corps  of  artillery;  to  rank  from  the  1st 
of  October,  1813,  above  captain  Payne. 

'I  hese  officers  will  be  arranged  in  their  proper 
places  in  tiie  line,  and  will  fill  vacancies  accord- 
ingly. By  order, 

D.  PARKER,  adj.  and  insp.  genei<il, 

ADJ.  & INSP.  gen’s,  office, 

. 12th  July,  1820. 

GENERAL  ORDER. 

Promotions  and  appointments,  made  in  the  army  of  the 

United  States,  since  the  publication  of  the  general 

order  of  the  2Qlh  of  Mhy,  1820,  and  the  recent  ap- 
pointments in  the  subsistence  department. 

Corps  of  artillery. 

Captain  AVm.  AVilson,  to  be  major  by  brevet,  to 
rank  3d  May,  1818 

2d  lieutenant  Constantin  Mi  Eakin,  to  be  1st 
lieutenant;’  23d  May,  1820,  vice  Al’Ilvain,  dismis- 
sed. 

Fifth  regiment  of  infantry. 

2d.  lieutenant  Platt  R.  Green, tobe  1st  lieutenant, 
27th  Marcii  1820,  vice  Gleason,  deceased. 

2d  lieutenant  John  M’Cartney,  to  be  1st  lieu- 
tenant, 3d  May,  1820,  vice  Fisher,  deceased. 
Seventh  regiment  of  infantry. 

1st.  lieutenant  Daniel  B.  Burch,  to  be  captain, 
30th  June,  1820,  vice  Bee,  jr.  resigned.  . 

2d  lieutenant  Richard  Walsh,  to  be  1st  lieuten- 
ant, 30th  June,  1820,  vice  Burch,  promoted. 

Appointments. 

Lieut.  Thomas  J.  Baird,  of  the  corps  of  artillery, 
to  be  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  11th  Fe- 
bruary, 1820. 

Lieut.  Richard  B.  Lee,  of  the  corps  of  artillery, 
to  be  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  24th  Fe- 
bruary, 1820, 

Lieut.  Thomas  Clulds,  of  the  corps  of  artillery, 
to  be  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  19th 
April,  1820. 

Lieut.  Sami.  Keeler,  of  the  6th  infantry,  to  be  as- 
sistant commissary  of  subsistence,  14th  April,  1820. 

Lieut.  Sami.  Shannon,  of  the  rifle  regiment,  to 
be  assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  14th  April, 
1820. 

Lieut.  Gideon  Lowe,  of  the  rifle  regiment,  to  be 
assistant  commissary  of  subsistence,  14th  April, 
1820. 

Cadet  Stephen  Tuttle,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieuten- 
ant, corps  of  engineer.s,  1st  July,  1820. 

Cadet  .\ndrew  J Donelson,  to  be  brevet  2d  lieu- 
tenant, corps  of  engineers,  1st  July,  1820. 

Cadet  Thomas  E.  Sudler,  to  be  3d  lieutenant 
ordnance,  1st  July,  1820. 

Cadet  AV.  H.  Bell,  to  be  3d  lieutenant  ordnance, 
1st  July,  1820. 

Cadet  Wm.  C.  De  Hart,  to  be  3d  lieutenant  oid- 
ance,  1st.  July,  1820. 

Cadet  Francis  N,  Barbarin,  to  be  3d  lieutenant 
ordnance,  1st  July,  1820. 

Cadet  Robert  S.  Brooke,  to  be  3d  lieutenant 
ordnance,  1st  .Tuly,  18‘20. 

Cadet  Daniel  D.  Tompkins,  to  be  3d  lieutenant 
ordnance,  1st  July,  1820, 

Cadet  M^m.  P.  Buchanan,  to  be  3d  lieutenant 
i ordnance,  4st  July,  1820. 
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Cadet  James  Chambers,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  light 
ariillery,  1st  July,  1820. 

Cadet  Benjamin  Gorham,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  light 
artillery,  Ist'jiily,  1820. 

Cadet  George  I).  Ramsay,  to  be  2d  lieutenant 
light  artillery,  1st  July,  1820. 

Win,  T.  Wolfe  Tone,  N.  Y.  to  be  2d  lieutenant 
light  artillery.  12th  July,  1820.  . 

Kdwin  R,  Albertie,  Pen.  to  be  2d  lieutenant  light 
artillery,  12iii  July,  1820. 

Win.  r.  Young’,  Geo.  to  be  2d  lieutenant  ligjjt 
artillery,  12th  July,  1820. 

Cadet  Edward  G.  W.  Butler,  to  be  2d  lieutenant 
corps  of  artillery,  3d  B.  S.  D.  1st  July,  1820. 

Cadet  John  H.  W^'inder,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  corps 
of  artillery,  1st  B.  S.  D.  1st  July,  1820. 

Cadet  Samuel  B.  Dusenbury,  to  be  2d  lieutenant 
corps  of  artillery,  4th  BSD.  1st  July,  1820. 

Cadet  Henry  J.  Feltus,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  corps 
of  artillery, 2d  B.  S.  D.  1st  July,  1820. 

Cadet  llawlins  Lowndes, to  be  2d  lieutepant corps 
of  artillery,  1st  B.  S.  D.  1st  July,  1820. 

Cadet  Le  wis  Morris,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  corps  of 
artillery,  3d  B.  S.  D.  1st  July,  1820. 

Cadet  Joshua  Barney,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  corps 
'of  artillery,  2c}  B.  N,  D.  1st  July,  1820. 

Cadet  John  M.  Tufts,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  corps 
of  artillery,  1st  B.  N.  D.  1st  July,  1820. 

Cadet  George  E,  Lindsay,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  2d 
Ipfantry,  1st  July,  1820. 

Cadet  Edgar  S.  Hawkins,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  3d 
infantry,  1st  July,  1820. 

Cadet  Wm.  S.  Maitland,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  3d  in- 
fantry, 1st  July,  1820. 

\Ym.  O’olson,  Mcl.  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  3d  infan- 
try, 12th  July,  1820. 

Stewart  Cowan,  Ten.  to  be  2d  lieutenant  3d  in- 
. fantry,  12th  July,  1820. 

Cadet  Aaron  B,  Skinner,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  5th 
hifantry,  1st  July,  1820. 

Wm,  E Cruger,  N.  Y.  to  be  2d  lieutenant  5,th  in- 
fantry, 12th  July,  1820. 

Cadet  Thomas  N'oel,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  6th  in- 
fantry, 1st  July,  1820. 

Cadet  Tliomas  M’ Arthur,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  6th 
infantry,  1st  July,  1820. 

Cadet  W rn.  Morris,  tp  be  2d  lieutenant  6thinfan- 
1st  July,  1820. 

Augustine  J Monroe,  Va.  to  be  2cl  lieutenant  6th 
infantry,  12th  July,  1820. 

Cadet  Nicholas  Cruger,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  7th 
infantry,  1st  Ji.ly,  1820. 

Cadet  Charles  Guerrant,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  7th 
infantry,  1st  July,  1820. 

Jo'm  B.  Pendleton,  N.  YCto  be  2d  lieutenant  7th 
infantry,  1st  July,  1820. 

Cadet  Samuel  M’Ree,  to  be  2d  lieutenant  8tb  in- 
fantry, 1st  July,  1820. 

Edward  Polk,  Md.  to  be  2d  lieutenant,  rifle  re- 
giment, l2th  July,  1820. 

Sion  F.  Spencer,  Ya.  to  be  2d  lieutenant  rifle 
regiment,  12th  July,  1820. 

Wharton  Rector,  Missouri,  to  be  2d  lieutenant 
yjfle  regiment,  12th  July,  1820. 

The  ofihcers  promoted  will  report  for  duty,  ac- 
cording to  their  promoVmns.  Tliose  appointed 
luive  received  special  orders  from  this  oflRce. 

By  QV'4er,  D.  PARKER,  & in&p.  gen, 


the  arrival  of  the  queen — she  demands  a public 
investigation  of  her  conduct.  The  populace  ar- 
dently take  part  with  her,  and  consider  her  an  in- 
jured woman. 

She  was  met  in  F-  ance  by  her  legal  adviser,  Mr, 
Brougham,  and  by  lord  Hutchinson,  on  the  part  of  her 
husband — the  latter  for  the  purpose  of  proposing 
terms  to  prevent  her  landing'  in  England,  'fhe 
meeting  was  held  at  St.  Omer’s.  Lord  Hutchinson 
was  introduced;  but  it  was  required  that  what  he 
had  to  say  should  be  committed  to  writing;  and 
accordingly  he  addressed  the  following  note  to  Mr. 
Brougham : 

“Sift — In  obedience  to  the  commands  of  the 
queen,  f have  to  inform  you  that  I am  not  in  posses- 
sion of  any  proposition  or  propositions,  detailed  in 
a specific  form  of  words,  which  I could  lay  before 
her  majesty;  but  I can  detail  to  you,  for  her  infor- 
mation, the  substance  of  many  conversations  held 
with  lord  Liverpool.  His  majesty’s  ministers  pro- 
pose that  50,000J.  per  annum  should  be  settled  on 
the  queen  for  life,  subject  to  such  conditions  as  th^ 
king  niay  impose.  I have  also  reason  to  know  that 
the  conditions  likely  to  be  imposed  by  his  majesty 
are,  that  the  queen  is  not  to  assume  the  style  and 
title  of  queen  of  England,  or  any  title  attached  to 
the  royal  family  of  England.  A condition  is  also 
to  be  attached  to  this  grant,  that  she  is  not  to  reside 
in  any  part  of  the  United  Kingdom,  or  even  to  visit 
England.  The  consequence  of  such  a visit  will  bo 
an  immediate  message  to  parliament,  and  an  entire 
end  to  all  compromise  and  negociation.  1 believe 
that  there  is  no  other  condition;  I am  suye  none  of 
any  importance.  1 think  it  right  to  send  to  you  an 
extract  pf  a letter  from  lord  Liverpool  to  me:  his 
words  are — ‘It  is  material  that  her  majesty  should 
know  confidentially,  thatif  she  shall  be  so  ill-advis- 
ed as  to  come  over  to  this  country,  there  must  then 
be  an  end  to  all  negociation  and  compromise.  The 
decision,  I may  say,  is  taken  to  proceed  against  her 
as  soon  as  she  sets  her  foot  on  the  British  shores.’ 
I cannot  conclude  this  letter  without  my  humble 
though  serious  and  sincere  supplication,  that  her 
majesty  will  take  these  propositions  into  her  most 
calm  consideration,  and  not  act  with  any  hurry  or 
precipitation  on  so  important  a subject.  I liope 
that  my  advice  will  not  be  misinterpreted.  I can 
have  no  possible  interest  which  would  induce  me 
to  give  fallacious  counsel  to  the  queen.  But  let 
the  event  be  what  it  may,  I shall  console  myself 
with  the  reflection,  that  I have  performed  a painful 
duty  imposed  upon  me,  to  the  best  of  my  judg- 
ment and  conscience,  and  in  a case  in  the  decision 
of  which  the  king,  the  queen,  the  government  and 
the  people  of  England,  are  materially  interested. 
Haying  done  sq,  I fear  neither  obloquy  nor  misre- 
presentation. I certainly  should  not  liave  wished 
to  have  brought  matters  to  so  precipitate  a conclu- 
sion; but  it  is  her  majesty’s  decision,  and  not  mine. 
I am  conscious  that  I have  performed  my  duty  to- 
wards her  with  every  possible  degree  of  feeling 
and  delicacy.  I have  been  obliged  to  make  use  of 
your  brother’s  hand,  as  1 write  with  pain  and  diffi- 
culty, and  the  queen  has  refused  to  give  any,  even 
the  shortest  delay. 

I have  the  honor  to  be,  sir,  with  great  regard, 
your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

HUTCHINSON.” 

When  this  was  presented  to  the  queen,  slie  ex- 
pressed the  utmost  indignation  thereat,  and  re- 
solved immediately  to  set  out  for  England.  She 
had  been  waited  upon  at  St.  Omer’s  by  many  dis- 
mong  them  alderman  Wood, 
aiise  very  warnv 
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From  London  papers  to  the  X^th  of  June. 


tingiushed  persons — : 


}i;nglaud  Uhs  been  thrpvyn  i;ito  a great  uproar  by  < who  appears  to  have  espoused  her  c 
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ly,  and  to  possess  u larg-e  share  of  her  confidence. 
"When  she  arrived  at|Dover,  all  was  bustle  and  con- 
fusion.  She  was  received  with  shouts  of  applause 
by  an  immense  crowd  of  people,  and  with  a royal 
isalute.  Her  hrinness  in  taking’  this  step  was  uni- 
versally admired.  Her  prog-ress  to  London  was  like 
a triumphal  march.  In  every  town  and  village 
through  which  she  passed,  the  very  “chimney 
to})»”  seem  to  have  been  crowded  with  persons 
anxious  to  behold  her,  and  siie  took  every  oppor- 
tunity that  she  could  to  giatify  them.  In  several 
instances,  the  horses  v/ere  taken  from  her  carriage, 
and  she  was  drawn  great  distances  by  tlie  people. 

She  proceeded  to  alderman  Wood’s  house  in 
London.  All  the  neighboring  streets  were  lilled 
with  people,  huzzaing  and  crying  out,  “God  save 
cpieen  Caroline  !”  They  made  every  one  tliat  pass- 
ed through  the  street  take  off  iris  hat  in  honor  of 
her.  She  repeatedly  shewed  herself  at  a front 
window  of  the  house,  ah  the  call  of  the  populace, 
who,  after  some  time,  were  requested,  in  her  name, 
to  retire  peaceably — they  did  retire,  but  yiarlies  of 
them  proceeded  to  the  houses  of  lords  Sidmouth 
iind  Castlereagh,  and  several  other's,  and  deluged 
them  with  showers  of  stones,  A strong  party  of 
the  guards  was  posted  at  her  husband’s  Residence 
during  the  whole  day,  yet  his  house  was  stoned. 
On  the  next  day,  she  caused  the  following  message 
to  be  presented  to  the  house  of  commons: 

“.The  queen  thinks  it  necessary  to  inform  the 
house  of  commons,  that  she  has  been  induced  to 
return  to  England,  in  consequence  of  the  measures 
pursued  against  her  honor  and  peace  for  some 
lime  by  secret  agents  abroad,  and  lately  sanc- 
tioned by  the  conduct  of  the  government  at  home. 
In  adopting  this  course,  her  majesty  has  had  no 
other  purpose  whatsoever  but  the  defence  of  her 
character,  and  the  maintenance  of  those  just  rights 
which  have  devolved  upon  her  by  the  death  of  that 
reverend  monarch,  in  whose  high  honor  and  un- 
shaken affection  she  had  always  found  her  surest 
support.  Upon  her  arrival,  the  queen  is  surprised 
to  find  that  a message  has  been  sent  tlown  to  par- 
liament requiring  its  attention  to  written  docu- 
ments; and  she  learns  with  still  greater  astonish- 
ment, that  there  is  an  intention  of  proposing  that 
those  should  be  referred  to  a select  committee.  It 
is  this  day  fourteen  years  since  the  first  charges 
were  brought  forward  against  her  majesty.  Then, 
and  upon  every  occasion  during  that  long  period, 
she  has  shown  the  utmost  readiness  to  meet  her 
accusers,  and  to  court  the  fullest  enquiry  into  her 
conduct.  She  now  also  desires  an  open  investiga- 
tion, in  which  she  may  see  both  the  charges  and 
the  witnesses  against  her — a privilege  not  denied 
to  the  meanest  subject  in  the  realm.  In  the  face  of 
the  sovereign,  the  parliament  and  the  country,  she 
solemnly  protests  against  the  formation  of  a secret 
tribunal  to  examine  documents,  privately  prepared 
by  her  adversaries,  as  a proceeding  unknown  to 
the  law  of  the  land,  and  a flagrant  violation  of  all 
the  principles  of  justice.  She  relies  with  full  con- 
dence  upon  the  integrity  of  the  house  of  commons 
for  defeating  the  only  attempt  she  has  any  reason 
to  fear.  The  queen  cannot  forbear  to  add,  that 
even  before  any  proceedings  were  resolved  upon, 
she  had  been  treated  in  a manner  too  well  calcu- 
lated to  prejudge  her  case.  The  omission  of  her 
jiame  in  the  liturgy,  the  withholding  the  means  of 
conveyance  usually  afforded  to  all  the  branches 
of  the  royal  family,  the  refusal  even  of  an  answer 
to  her  application  for  a place  of  residence  in 
the  royal  mansions,  and  the  .studied  slight,  both  of 
^iTglish  ministers  abroad,  and  of  the.  agents  of  all  j 


foreign  powers  over  whom  the  English  government 
had  any  influence,  must  be  viewed  as  measures  de- 
signed to  prejudice  the  world  against  her;  and 
(»uld  only  have  been  justified  by  trial  and  convic- 
tion.” 

On  the  6th,  the  following  message  was  received 
by  both  houses  from  the  king — 
j JR. 

I “ The  king  thinks  it  necessary,  in  consequence  of 
the  arrival  of  the  queen,  to  communicate  to  the 
house  of  lords  certain  papers  respecting  the  con- 
duct of  her  majesty  since  her  departure  from  this 
kingdom,  which  he  recommends  to  the  immediate 
and  serious  consideration  of  the  house. 

“ rhe  king  has  felt  the  most  anxious  desire  to 
avert  the  necessity  of  any  disclosure  and  discus- 
sions, which  must  be  as  painful  to  his  people,  as 
they  can  be  to  himself;  but  the  step  now  taken  by 
the  queen  leaves  him  no  alternative. 

“I'lie  king  has  the  fullest  confidence  that,  in  con- 
sequence of  this  communication,  the  house  of  lords 
Vv^ill  adopt  that  course  of  proceeding  which  the  jus- 
tice of  the  case,  and  the  honor  and  dignity  of  his 
majesty’s  crown  may  require.” 

In  the  house  of  lords  a motion  prevailed,  by  a 
majority  of  79,  to  appoint  a secret  committee  to  in- 
vestigate  the  conduct  of  the  queen:  but  in  tlie 
house  of  commons,  no  decisive  measure  was  adopt- 
ed— the  subject  having  been  postponed,  to  allow  a 
few  days  for  deliberation.  The  case  between  tlie, 
king  and  his  wife  is  now  fairly  at  issue — neither 
can  recede  with  honor;  it  is  probable  that  the  queen 
will  be  proceeded  against  with  great  rancor  and  se- 
verity on  the  one  side,  and  be  supported  witli  as 
much  zeal  and  feeling  on  the  other.  What  is  to 
grow  out  of  this  aft  air,  we  cannot  imagine — but  if 
she  can  rally  round  her  some  of  the  leading  men 
of  England,  the  people,  ready  for  any  change,  will 
take  up  her  cause,  and  great  events  may  occur. 
Her  demand  for  a public  trial  must,  needs  be  ex- 
ceedingly popular,  as  it  manifests  a confidence  in 
her  own  integrity;  and  the  mass  of  the  society  of 
every  country  is  always  ready  to  resist  what  ap- 
pear to  be  persecution,  if  at  liberty  to  act.  The 
king^  certainly,  has  no  right  to  complain  of  the  in- 
continency  of  his  wife,  even  if  she  is  guilty,  or 
that  the  lately  deceased  Charlotte  was  not  his 
daughter — as,  it  is  said,  he  always  believed  and 
constantly  avowed,  until  “reasons  of  state”^induced 
him  to  acknowledge  her  as  such. 

On  tlie  12th  of  June,  lord  Holland  gave  notice  to 
the  lords,  that  he  should  introduce  a bill  for  the  re- 
peal  of  the  “royal  mhrriage  act.” 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  committee 
of  the  house  of  lords  appointed  to  examine  into  the 
affairs  of  the  queen: — The  ai’chbishop  of  Canterbu- 
ry, the  lord  chancellor,  the  lord  president,  the  duke 
of  Beaufort,  marquis  of  Lansdowne,  marquis  of 
Buckingham,  earl  of  Liverpool,  earl  Beauchamp, 
lord  vise  junt  Sidmouth,  bishop  of  London,  lord  R*e- 
desdale,  lord  Erskine,  and  the  earl  of  Lauderdale. 

A letter  from  Liverpool,  dated  1st  June,  says — ■ 
“The  queen  will  get  through  her  difficulties  with- 
without  public  disclosure,  though  the  terms  are  not 
yet  known.” 

The  following  may  serve  as  a specimen  of  tlie 
addresses  to  the  queen,  which  was  delivered  to  her 
at  Canterbury: 

“ We  his  majesty’s  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
mayor,  alderman,  sheriff,  and  common  councilmeu 
of  the  ancient  city  of  Canterbury,  beg  leave  most 
respectfully  to  approach  your  royal  presence  with 
our  sincere  and  hearty  congratulations  on  your  ma- 
jesty’s safe  arrival  in  this  city— and  to  expi’eas  puj- 
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fervent  hope  that  your  majesty  may  long  live  in  the 
esteem  and  admiration  of  a loyal  and  dutiful  people. 

5(/i  June,  1820.’* 

Her  majesty  immediately  delivered  the  following 
^ost  gracious  answer: 

♦•'Gentlemen — I am  very  much  obliged  to  you  for 
the  attention  you  shewed  me,  and  certainly,  if  it  is 
ever  in  my  power,  I shall  be  happy  to  do  any  thing 
for  the  good  town  of  Canterbury,  and  make  my 
people  happy.  Gentlemen,  you  must  excuse  this 
short  address,  as  I am  very  tired,  but  I speak  from 
my  heart,  and  I am  sure  you  will  like  that  better 
than  a formal  address.  I shall  never  forget  the 
loyalty  and  affection  that  are  shown  to  the  house  of 
Hrunswick  by  this  noble  and  generous  nation.” 

The  right  honorable  Henry  Grattan,  the  cele 
brated  statesman,  died  on  the  4th  June.  With  his 
latest  breath,  he  expressed  a wish  that  he  might  be 
conveyed  to  the  house  of  commons,  that  he  might 
die  like  the  immortal  Chatham. 

Banking!  The  marquis  of  Lansdowne,  in  a 
speech  delivered  on  the  2d  of  June,  mentioned  the 
circumstances  of  a bank  having  failed,  in  the  south 
of  Ireland,  in  the  sum  of  about  300,000/,  which  it 
>vas  supposed  would  not  be  able  to  pay  one  shilling 
on  the  pound.  The  editor  of  the  London  Times 
says,  he  is  not  an  advocate  for  increasing  the  num- 
ber of  penal  statutes;  but  he  should  not  be  sorry  if 
a law  were  enacted,  declaring  parties,  in  such  trans- 
actions, to  be  guilty  of  something  more  than  insol- 
vency. 

Mr.  C.  the  king’s  furrier,  in  Panton-street, 

has  proposed  to  the  Hope  office  an  increased  in- 
surance of  6000/.  in  addition  to  his  stock,  in  conse- 
quence his  having  to  prepare  all  the  ernfiine  for 
his  majesty’s  coronation  robes. 

The  ship  orvners  of  London,  have  petitioned  par- 
liament against  the  freedom  of  trade. 

The  J\Tero  Times,  of  the  24th  May,  says,  that  the 
Jlfec/mmc,  from  Virginia,  is  the  only  American  ves- 
sel  now  in  the  port  of  London:  and  that  a similar 
occurrence  has  not  happened  since  the  conclusion 
of  the  war  between  the  two  countries. 

Silver,  which  a few  months  since  was  so  scarce 
that  the  greatest  inconvenience  to  trade  was  the 
consequence,  is  now  become  quite  a drug  in  some 
parts.  At  Plymouth,  where  about  50,000/.  is  an- 
nually circulated  through  the  dock-j’ard,  cash  pay- 
ment,  so  long  desiderated,  is  become  quite  the  or- 
det*  of  the  day. 

The  navy.  The  house  of  commons  have  voted 
the  sum  of  /1,956,566  for  the  navy  service  the  pre- 
sent year. 

Infamous  acknowledgement.  A free  pardon  is  stat- 
ed to  be  making  out  for  Edwards,  Ada7ns,JMonument, 
and  Dwyer,  for  any  treason  committed  prior  to  the 
23d  of  February. 

SirF.  Burden.  In  the  court  of  king’s  bench,  sir 
F.  Burdett  has  obtained  a rule  to  shew  cause  why 
the  verdict  in  his  trial,  should  be  set  aside. 

Stocks,  .Tune  12.  3 per  cent  consols.  68  5-8* 
Wheat,  average,  70s  Id.  per  quarter. 

Price  of  American  flour  at  Liverpool,  June  5, 
21.  to  21.  4s.  per  bbl. 

The  British  ports  are  now  open  for  the  importa- 
tion of  wheat  and  flour,  oats  and  peas,  from  the 
British  colonies  and  plantations  in  North  America. 

The  house  of  commons,  after  debate,  had  agreed 
to  a motion  to  enquire  into  the  embarrassments  of 
agriculture,  with  a view  to  their  relief.  This  was 
unexpected,  both  by  the  ministry  and  the  mover. 

It  excited  a panic  among  the  mercantile  and  manu- 
facturing interests.  It  was  apprehended  it  would 


result  in  raising  still  higher  the  excluding  price  of 
corn. 

A loan  of  twelve  millions  of  pounds  sterling  has 
been  demanded  by  the  ministers,  to  meet  the  ex- 
penses of  the  year! 

British  finances,  ff  we  are  to  believe  the  Lon- 
don Times,  (the  leading  ojiposition  paper)  the  al- 
most  insupportable  debt  of  the  British  nation,  is 
rapidly  accumulating,  notwithstanding  the  state  of 
universal  peace  and  repose.  We  are  now,  says 
the  rimes,  adding  more  to  the  national  debt  annu- 
ally, than  we  did  at  the  beginning  of  the  war  un- 
der Mr.  Pitt’s  administration.  We~  are  now  also 
adding  more  to  a national  debt  of  8 )0,008,000/  than 
we  were  then  adding  to  a debt  of 240,000,000/;  and 
the  money  to  pay  this  accumulating  interest  is  now 
to  be  taken  from  an  exhausted  people,  which  at 
the  beginning  of  the  war  was  drawn  from  a popu- 
lation comparatively  wealtliy  and  at  ease.  In 
March,  1793,  Mr.  Pitt  supplied  the  deficiency  of 
the  ordinary  ways  and  means  by  a loan  of  4,500,000/ 
and  the  issue  of  4,000,000/  of  exchequer  bills.  We 
this  year  fund,  or  add  to  the  affixed  debt,  7,000,000/ 
of  exchequer  bills,  (not,  we  fear,  long  to  leave  the 
market  so  far  bear  of  that  commodity);  and  we  bor- 
row, as  may  hereafter  be  wanted,  five  or  seven  mil- 
lions; one  sum  being  half  a million,  and  the  other 
2j  millions,  more  than  we  borrowed  in  the  year 
1793;  and  we  besides  appropriate  12  millions  of  the 
sinking  fund.  In  1796,  the  third  year  of  the  war, 
we  contracted  a debt  of  18,000,000/.  In  1820,  the 
fifth  year  of  the  peace,  we  borrow  1 2,000, OOO/fiom 
the  sinking  fund,  and  between  5 and  7 millions 
form  the  contractors,  making^between  17  and  19 
millions:  in  one  case,  but  one  million  less,  and  in 
the  other  a million  more,  than  in  1796.  Where  will 
this  system  have  an  end? 

The  minister  has  given  notice  in  the  stock  ex- 
change, that  he  may  require  a loan  of  /.12,000,000. 
Seven  of  which  he  will  take  in  the  five  per.  cents, 
giving  /.90  five  per  cents,  for  /.lOO  exchequer  bills, 
reserving  to  himself  the  right  of  raising  five  millions 
subsequently;  but  the  public  will  recollect,  that  he 
must  also  borrow  sixteen  millions  from  the  sinking 
fund,  namely: 

7 millions  funding  of  exchequer, 

5 do.  loan, 

16  do.  sinking  fund, 

28  millions — Total  loan  to  be  raised  this  year. 

He  may  only  take  twelve  millions  of  the  sinking 
fund,  as  last  year,  but  then  he  must  borrow  four  mil- 
lions by  new  exchequer,  (in  the  year),  for  he  has  no 
real  sinking  fund  at  present,  nor  can  he  have  any, 
unless  the  revenue  improve;  and  whether  he  will 
get  the  seven  millions  subscribed,  entirely  depends 
on  the  price  of  the  funds  up  to  the  second  of  June. 
For  instance,  at  /.104^  five  per  cents,  the  profit, 
(taking  the  exchequer  bills  at  lOs.  premium)  would 
only  be  about  § per  cent.;  therefore,  if  the  price  of 
the  five  percents,  should  get  to  /.104,  nobody  will 
of  course  fuiwl,  because  there  would  be  little  or  no 
profit,  and  he  would  be  obliged  to  have  recourse  to 
an  open  loan;  consequently,  this  great  financial  mea- 
sure is  entirely  at  issue  on  a trifling  fall  of  five  per 
cents— as  one-half  per  cent,  tali  would  put  an  end 
to  the  proposed  expedient. 

Liverpool  petition  respecting  the  navigation  laws.  On 
the  12th  of  June,  in  the  house  of  commons,  gen. 
Gascoyne  said,  he  held  in  his  hand  a petition  from 
certain  merchants,  ship-owners,  and  ship-holders, 
of  Liverpool,  which,  to  a certain  extent,  differed 
from  the  petition  which  he  presented  from  that 
place  a few  days  ago.  The  jiresent  petitioners 
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prayed  that  no  alteration  should  be  made  by  any  ; 
further  relaxatioa  of  the  navigation  laws.  They  | 
prayed  further,  that  no  relative  alteration  should  | 
be  made  in  the  imposition  of  duties  on  colonial  and 
foreign  timber.  As  an  honorable  member  for  the 
city  of  London  had  given  notice  of  an  intended 
motion  on  tlie  subject,  he  should  postpone  the  dis- 
cussion of  the  question  until  that  more  appropriate 
occasion.  Sir  J.  Coffin  observed,  that  the  state- 
ment of  the  petitioners  was  quite  incorrect.  In- 
stead of  the  timber,  as  they  alleged,  being  colonial, 
and  which  was  imported  into  this  country  from 
Quebec,  the  fact  was  that  such  timber  was  the 
growth  of  the  north-west  part  of  the  province  of 
New- York.  Lie  had  liimself  wriiten  to  lord  Bathurst 
on  the  subject,  for  such  was  the  effect  of  that  trade 
between  our  American  colonies  and  the  tl.  States, 
that  in  the  late  war  our  colonies  were  wholly  drain- 
ed of  silver.  I'he  sooner  a duty  was  put  on  the  im- 
portation of  that  timber  tlie  better.  We  had  by 
the  preference  given  to  that  trade  lost  a good  cus- 
tomer in  Kussia  and  the  other  northern  states. 
General  Gascoyne  said  that,  as  far  as  the  know- 
ledge of  his  constituents  went,  they  believed  the 
timber  imported  from  the  British,  American  colo- 
nies to  be  tlieir  growth.  It  is  also  to  be  recollected 
tliat  the  return  sent  from  this  country  in  payment 
of  that  timber  was  in  salt,  to  the  value  of  40,000/. 
The  petition  was  laid  on  the  table. 

From  Walsh’s  JS'ational  Gazette.  The  distress 
among  the  occupiers  and  owners  of  land  in  England 
would  seem  to  be  excessive,  and  beyond  all  pre- 
cedent in  that  class  of  subjects.  Mr.  Stuart  Wort 
ley,  a distinguished  member  of  parliament,  in  pre- 
senting a petition  from  the  inhabitants  of  a number 
of  populous  villages  in  the  West  Riding  of  York- 
shire, made  the  following  remarks:  “He  begged 

leave  to  observe,  that  the  petition  came  from  a body 
of  people,  than  vrliom  no  men  in  the  kingdom  were 
more  ready  to  sup'port  the  present  order  of  things. 
The  petitioners  stated,  that  the  pressure  of  dis- 
tress, arising  from  want  of  labor,  was  great  with- 
out example.  This  fact  they  could  not  prove  more 
clearly  than  by  referring  to  a recent  investigation 
of  the  distresses  in  their  parish,  from  which  it  ap- 
peared, that  out  of  8,000  pei'sons,  7,000,  after  hav- 
ing paid  their  rent,  received  only  eleven  pence 
lialf-penny  per  week.  From  this  it  was  evident 
that  the  greater  part  of  the  population  were  in 
a state  of  absolute  pauperism.*’ 

The  manufacturers  are,  if  possible*  in  a worse 
condition  than  the  agriculturists.  The  petition  from 
Birmingham,  laid  before  the  house  of  commons  on 
the  12th  of  May,  unfolds  a scene  of  unparalleled 
distress.  To  illustrate  the  stale  of  things  in  that 
city,  a member  of  the  house  from  its  neighborhood, 
made  this  statement:  “In  the  first  four  months  of 

the  year  1818,  the  slaughter  of  animals  for  the  sup-, 
ply  of  the  town  of  Birmingham,  amounted  to  5,147 
beasts,  including  cows  and  oxen.  In  the  corres- 
ponding four  months  of  the  present  year,  the  num- 
Ijer  of  cattle  slaughtered  was  2,703.  1 his  circum- 
stance, he  hoped,  would  have  its  full  weight  on 
those  who  imagined  that  they  could  procure  high 
prices  for  agricultural  produce,  without  giving  to 
the  manufacturer  the  means  of  purchasing  it.  The 
diminution  in  the  slaughter  of  sheep  bore  thesame 
proportion  to  that  of  cattle.  In  the  first  four  months 
cf  1818,  the  number  of  sheep  slaughtered  was 
1 1,479,  and  in  the  corresponding  four  months  of  the 
present  year  it  was  reduced  to  6,216. 

rilANCE. 

Louvel,  the  assassin  of  the  duke  de  Berri,  was 
executed  on  the  7th  of  June. 


rhe  execution  passed  over  quietly — bui.  soo*' 

, after  many  people  paradtei,  crying  “the  charter 
I for  ever — long  live  the  empert)r!”  '1  hey  were 
dispersed  by  the  military,  and  older  was  restored. 
There  is  a manifest  controul  of  the  press  in  giving 
an  account  of  these  things,  and  the  extent  to  which 
they  proceeded  is  not  to  be  ascertained  from  the 
journals.  Some  persons  were  arrested  for  trial. 

Paris  is  in  a very  unquiet  state,  and  alarming  tu- 
mults have  taken  place.  > hey  originated  in  con- 
sequence of  the  debates  upon  the  election  law. 
The  debates  continued  to  run  high.  The  liberaics 
complain  that  tlie  troops  have  been  called  out  to 
disperse  the  people.  M.  de  Giiardin  said,  such  a 
spectacle  he  had  not  before  witnessed  for  thirty 
years.  Paris,  he  said,  resembled  a captured  city; 
troops  stationed  in  various  quarters,  and  posts  fixed 
for  their  attendance.  He  felt  asspred  that  the  ex- 
asperation had  been  excited  by  the  appearance  of 
the  regular  force.  On  the  other  hand,  it  was  said 
that  the  conduct  of  the  military  had  exhibited 
great  moderation.  The  groups  that  had  been  dis- 
persed, were  shouting  “long  live  the  emperor.” 
One  or  two  lives  had  been  lost.  Frequent  skirmish-- 
ings  had  taken  place  in  the  public  places,  between 
groups  of  royalists  and  liberales.  The  weapons- 
used  were^generally  canes,  and  sticks  with  ferrules, 
and  the  wounded  were  numerous.  Many  arrests 
have  taken  place. 

The  “election  law”  is debated  in  tlie 
chamber  of  deputies.  The  liberales  s^y  it  is  an 
outrage  on  the  charter.  The  chamber  is  very 
much  like  a mob — such  as  was  the  national  assem- 
bly, in  the  early  periods  of  the  revolution.  Asso- 
ciations are  forming  called  ^^patriotic,”  and  the  po- 
lice is  exceedingly  vigilant.  The  chamber  of  de- 
puties have  had  their  guard  doubled,  and  large 
quantities  of  troops  are  kept  ready  for  immediate 
service.  They  have  had  several  slight  contests 
with  the  people.  No  small  degree  of  alarm  pre- 
vails, and  great  anxiety  is  manifested  for  tlie  result 
of  the  present  state  of  things.  It  is  believed  tiuit 
something  serious  is  brewing.  We  expect  mighty 
events,  before  Europe  can  settle  down  into  peace 
— when,  or  where,  or  how  they  are  to  commence, 
we  cannot  venture  to  predict.  The  king’s  palace 
was  surrounded  by  more  than  a thousand  soldiers, 
prepared  for  battle. 

The  following  may  serve  to  shew  the  spirit  of  the 
debates  on  the  elections  in  the  chamber  of  deputies: 
An  amendment  proposed  by  M.  Boin,  tending  ma-^ 
terially  to  modify  the  tenor  of  enactment  in  the 
original  proJet,  was  adopted  by  a majority  of  119. 
It  was  insinuated  by  a speaker  of  the  Cote  Gouche^ 
that  this  amendment  emanated  from  the  ministers, 
who,  seeing  the  necessity  of  yielding  in  some 
points,  had  secretly  negociated  its  being  pi’oposed. 
This  was  distinctly  denied  by  the  keeper  of  the 
seals,  in  the  name  of  himself  and  colleagues.  In 
the  course  of  the  discussion,  some  acrimonious  di- 
gressions took  place.  M.  de  Girardin  apostro- 
phized the  law  as  “hideous  in  the  eyes  of  tlie  na- 
tion: it  inspired  universal  horror  because  it  had 
been  already  baptized  with  blood.  [Mnrmursi'] 
M.  deTeyssers  demanded  the  adjournment  of  the 
discussion,  until  justice  should  be  rendered  to  the 
national  representation  for  the  injuries  it  had  sus- 
tained. The  law,  he  vehemently  declared,  is  an 
outrage  to  the  charter  and  is  held  in  abhorrence 
throughout  France.  One  hundred  thousand  citi- 
zens in  vain  demanded  the  maintenance  of  the  1 \v 
of  the  3d  of  Feb.  1817.  You  know  the  result.  Ahn 
in  disguise  have  assavlted  the  deputies  and  knocked 
dovm  uitizens.  Have  the  guilty  been  seized.^  Doubt- 
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so!».e  of  them  are  considered  to  have  acted  in 
a becoming  manner.  It  is  thus  as  at  Lyons,  ag- 
gres.sions  remain  unpunislied  The  police  intro- 
duced the  troops. — [Here  he  v/as  interrupted  by 
loud  clamors,  and  cries  o'i —speak  to  the  amendment. \ 

M.  D’Argenson.  “TAe  speaker  is  in  order:  he 
has  a right  to  notice  th.e  massacre  -which  has  taken 
place,  of  peacealde  subjects  ’’ 

M.  Lafitte.  “I  have  it  in  my  power  to  prove  it,” 
[A  voice  on  the  left — “civil  war  and  assassinations 
^rc  preparing 

NETHERLANDS. 

A Brussels  paper,  says — *‘the  foreigners  who 
wrote  for  one  of  the  journals  of  this  city,  and  who 
have  been  ordered  to  leave  the  kingdom,  have 
been  sent  away  with  an  escort,” 

SI'AIN. 

At  Madrid,  on  the  nigiit  of  the  18th  of  May,  or 
on  the  following  morning,  several  individuals  were 
taken  up,  on  suspicion  of  being  concerned  in  a plot 
against  the  constitutional  system.  A list  of  the  pri-. 
soners  is  haiuled  about:  they  arc  members  of  seve- 
ral religious  orders,  besides  a commissary  of  war, 
and  other  persons. 

Blood,  it  is  said,  has  been  shed  at  Saragossa.  The 
arrival  of  the  new  captain  general,  who  was  sent  to 
replace  the  marquis  de  Lazan,  excited  some  com- 
snotions.  Battles  were  fought  in  the  streets,  and 
beverul  persons  lost  tiieir  lives.  The  troops  with 
dilliculty  restored  order. 

A circular  of  the  minister  of  finances  notifies  all 
concerned,  that  the  exemption  from  ail  duties  lately 
jjranted  to  the  importers  of  books,  be  extended 
to  the  importers  of  printed  music. 

A ro}^al  decree  of  the  2d  May,  directs,  with  the 
full  approbation  of  the  provisional  board,  a wegocia- ; 
tionto  be  opened  for  a loan  of  two  millions  of  dol- 
lars, within  the  kingdom,  in  shares  of  200,  400,  and 
600  dollars,  bearing  an  annual  interest  of  ten  per 
cent,  and  to  be  re-.mbursed  in  two  instalments  of 
eight  and  fourteen  montlis,  reckoning  from  the 
30lh  inst.;  the  whole  of  the  public  revenue,  and 
especially  the  taxes  known  by  the  denomination 
of  ElNoveno,  Excusado,  and  Tercias  Reales,  being 
mortgaged  for  the  payment  of  both  principal  and 
interest. 

A decree  of  the  15th  May,  after  a preamble  stat- 
ing, that  the  public  tranquility  is  endangered  by 
the  presence  of  the  members  of  the  ordinary  cor- 
tes,  who  signedthc  manifesto  of  the  12th  of  April, 
1814  (f  against  the  constitutional  system J,  directs 
them  to  be  confined  in  the  convents  of  their  places 
of  residence  until  the  meeting  of  the  legislature, 
with  the  exception,  however,  of  such  of  them  as 
are  invested  with  the  episcopal  dignity. 

Madrid,  May  16. — The  olficial  Gazette  of  tliis 
day  publishes  the  answers  sent  by  the  foreign 
courts  to  the  notification  of  the  king’s  acceptance 
of  the  constitution  of  the  cortes. 

The  ambassador  at  the  court  of  France  announ- 
ces, that,  on  presenting  to  the  king  of  France  the 
letter  written  by  the  king  of  Spain,  his  most  Chris- 
tian majesty  said,  that  “lie  was  persuaded  that  the 
king,  his  cousin,  had  done  what  he  had  conceived 
to  be  most  suitable  to  the  happiness  of  his  peo])le, 
and  that  he  anxiously  hoped  he  would  obtain  the 
object  of  liis  wislies.” 

The  king  of  England  has  made  the  following  an- 
swer, which  the  Gazette  publishes  at  length; — 

“Sir,  my  brotlier — I have  read  the  letter  which 
your  majesty  has  addressed  to  rne,  for  the  jiurpose 
of  notifying  tome,  that, in  jjursuance  of  the  wishes 
manifested  by  your  ])eople,  you  had  thought  pro- 
per to  acknowl  edge  and  swear  to  the  political  con- 


stitution promulgated  at  Cadiz  in  the  year  1812.  ^ 
receive  this  communication  of  your  majesty  as  a 
testimony  of  your  friendship,  and  I pray  your  ma- 
jesty to  be  assured  of  the  sincere  interest  I feel, 
on  all  occasions,  in  the  well-being-  and  prosperity 
of  the  Spanish  nation,  as  well  ae  in  the  stability 
and  honor  of  your  crown.  I seize  tiiis  occasion  to 
renew  to  your  majesty  the  assurances  of  tlie  real 
esteem  and  perfect  friendship  with  which  1 am,  sir, 
my  brother, 

“Your  majesty’s  good  brother, 

“GEORGE  R. 

At  Carlton-palacej  April  21, 1820.” 

The  ambassador  at  the  court  of  Saxony  reports, 
that  the  king  of  Saxony  “observed  with  the  greatest 
grief  the  events  which  had  preceded  this  measure, 
and  the  painful  situation  in  which  the  government 
had  been  placed;  but  that  he  now  learns  with  p>ar- 
ticular  satisfaction  the  proofs  of  love  and  attach- 
ment which  his  Catholic  majesty  has  received  from 
his  people  in  this  crisis.” 

The  other  sovereigns,  whose  replies  are  men- 
tioned, are  the  king  of  Bavaria  and  the  king  of  the 
Netherlands.  They  are  described  as  being  nearly 
similar  to  that  of  the  king  of  England.  Tim  fede- 
ral directory  of  the  Swiss  cantons  has  also  congra- 
tulated Ferdinand  upon  his  acceptance  of  the  con- 
stitution. - • 

Spanish  naval  officers. — The  officers  of  the  Spa- 
nish navy  at  Cadiz,  among  them  some  of  the  high- 
est in  rank,  have  presented  a highly  complimentary 
address  to  Ferdinand,  on  the  occasion  of  his  swear- 
ing to  tlie  constitution,  and  evincing  himself  the 
friend  of  liberty  and  of  the  people;  among  other 
things  they  say: 

“By  swearing  to  the  great  national  charter,  by  ren- 
dering this  homage  to  reason  and  to  justice,  your 
majesty  has  excelled  the,  actions  of  all  the  Ferdi- 
nands, so  grateful  to  our  memory.  If,  under  Fer- 
dinand Gonzalez,  Castile  was  first  distinguished  in 
the  peninsula,  under  Ferdinand  the  7th  she  begins 
to  aether  part  in  Europe,  and  throughout  the  uni- 
verse— If  she  was  erected  into  a kingdom  by  Fer- 
dinand the  great,  by  Ferdinand  the  Yll.  she  has 
been  rendered  a free  nation,  the  greatest  nation  in 
the  known  world. 

If  St.  Ferdinand  gave  her  genet'al  laws,  without 
which  society  cannot  properly  exist,  Ferdinand 
VII.  has  given  her  a constitution  which  renders 
the  laws  stable,  and  leads  the  monarch  to  jus- 
tice, and  the  people,  by  secure  paths,  to  happiness. 
If  the  anti-evangelical  and  anti-social  inquisition, 
the  destroyer  of  learning  and  of  talents,  darkened 
the  great  deeds  and  glory  of  Ferdinand  the  Catho- 
lic, Ferdinand  VII.  has  abolished  it  forever,  tho’ 
forever  its  sad  remembrance  will  remain,  and  has 
thus  presented  to  us  a solid  basis  for  those  benefits 
which  will  signalize  his  reign.  As  an  epliemeral 
tranquility  only,  was  enjoyed  under  Ferdinand  the 
VI.  inasmuch  as  it  depended  upon  the  will  of  a sin- 
gle individual,  therefore  Ferdinand  VII.  by  calling 
all  Spaniai’ds  around  him,  by  restoring  to  them 
their  imprescriptible  rights,  and  by  swei>ring  in 
good  faith,  to  accept  of  the  agreeable  employment 
of  rendering  them  happy,  has  consolidated  and  con- 
secrated their  prosperity,  as  has  the  nation  his  per- 
son. 

Behold,  sire,  what  a splendid  laurel,  wliat  a noble 
palm  will  crown  the  auspicious  name  of  Ferdinand 
— Believe,  sire,  that  our  joy  is  legitimate;  that  our 
congratulations  are  cordial. 

The  descendants  of  thousands  of  Spaniards  who 
in  Cobadonga  fought  under  the  banners  of  Pelayo, 
Ibr  moretiia-a  a tho usand  years  I-.ave  loyally  obeyed 
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his  successors;  twenty  millions  of  Spaniards  in  both 

hemispheres  swear  to  support  your  majesty  as 
constitutional  kin^,  and  obey  you  cheerfully,  and 
^vill  cause  iheir  children  to  obey  and  respect  the 
successors  of  your  majesty  for  an  indefinite  series 
of  ages — VVe,  the  officers  of  the  national  navy,  who 
by  our^profession  are  compelled  to  plough  the  vast 
ocean  in  every  quarter,  will  carry  from  pole  to  pole 
(for  the  Spanish  dominion  extends  nearly  from  one 
to  the  other)  the  name  and  glorious  actions  of  your 
majesty,  together  with  the  faitliful  testimony  of 
orur  adhesion  to  your  sacred  person,  and  the  fer- 
vent desire  of  our  constant  gratitude  and  profound 
respect. 

'jYorfolIc,  July  10.  Our  last  letters  from  Spain  in- 
forms us  that  the  message  of  the  president  to  con- 
gress, recommending  a suspension  of  hostile  pro- 
ceedings against  Florida,  in  consequence  of  the  em- 
barrassments of  the  Spanish  government,  has  gone 
the  rounds  of  the  Spanish  papers  (which  are  now 
free  even  to  licentiousness)  with  comments,  in  eve- 
ry instance,  highly  honorable  to  the  magnanimity 
of  Mr.  Monkoe,  whom  the  Spaniards,  in  the  full- 
ness of  their  joy,  declare  (says  our  correspondent) 
a soul,  and  though  a heretic,  may  get  to  hea- 
ven!”— Nevertheless,  we  are  given  to  vinderstand 
that  in  the  midst  of  their  acknowledgements  of  his 
forbearance  in  this  instance,  they  do  not  forget  to 
ascribe  it  in  some  degree  to  the  extraordinary  and 
pressing  interference  of  his  imperial  majesty,  the 
emperor  of  Russia;  and  in  truth,  fficts  seem  to  jus- 
tify this  conclusion — Not  satisfied  with  recom- 
mending to  our  government  through  its  minister 
at  his  own  court,  to  exercise  forbearance  and  mode- 
ration towards  Spain,  and  preaching  with  puritani- 
cal simplicity  the  cause  of  “peace  and  concord,” 
but  for  fear  his  friendly  admonitions  might  be  for- 
got, he  orders  the  same  sermon  to  be  preached  in 
duplicate,  by  his  minister  at  Washington,  and  af- 
terwards in  triplicate  to  the  American  minister  at 
Madrid.  This  is  acknowledged  to  be  a most  righ- 
teous act  of  friendship  on  the  part  of  the  emperor, 
but  the  officious  repititions  of  it  looks  like  being 
friendly  overmuch,  and  as  if  there  was  a lurking 
disposition  underneath  to  do  something  more  than 
recommend,  if  his  advice  was  not  taken. 

PORTURAI-. 

AVe  have  a paragraph  stating  the  probability  of 
the  end  of  the  reign  of  the  house  of  JGraganza,  and 
tiie  exaltation  of  that  of  Cadaval— believed  by  ma- 
ny to  be  the  rightful  lieir  of  the  throne,  and  much 
persecuted  by  the  former. 

ITAXT. 

A letter  from  Rome  says,  that  before  thfC  queen 
of  England  left  Pesaro,  a deputy  from  the  republic 
of  St.  Marino,  presented  her  the  congratulations  of 
the  republic,  on  her  accession  to  the  throne. 

GEaMANT. 

Sandt,  the  assassin  of  Kotzebue,  has  at  length 
been  executed.  He  died  with  astonishing  firmness 
and  composure,  as  he  said,  “for  his  country.”  In 
consequence  of  the  wounds  which  he  inflicted  on 
himself  it  was  with  great  difficulty  that  his  life  was 
sustained  during  his  long  imprisonment  of  15 
months.  Yet  no  disclosures  by  him  are  mentioned. 
A great  nuniber  of  the  students  of  Heidelberg 
steeped  their  handkerchiefs  in  his  blood,  when  he 
was  beheaded;  and  he  seems  to  have  been  regarded 
as  a martyr. 

Hamburg  is  very  unhealthy^ — 8000  persons  were 
said  to  be  indisposed. 

“German  papers  state,  that  at  the  April  fair,  at 
Leipzig,  the  quantity  of  English  goods  there  may’- 
be  inferred  from  the  fact  that  40,000  cwt.  of  Eng- 


lish yuirns  and  calicoes  have  come  by  way  of  Lune- 
burg  alone  to  Leipzig  for  this  easter  fiur.  A still 
greater  quantity  of  other  goods,  for  instance  hard- 
ware, japanned  articles,  &c.  goes  down  the  Elbe  to 
Magdeburg,  and  so  to  Leipzig;  a single  house 
here  has  now  received  300  cwt.  of  English  tin  (or 
japanned)  goods,  which  still  maintain  the  superior- 
ty  over  the  German.  One  Hamburg  house  alone 
made  sales  of  English  goods  to  the  amount  of 
130,0007.  The  fair  also  passed  off  without  any  im- 
portant bankruptcy,  from  which  it  would  appear, 
that  the  favorable  diange  in  the  German  markets  is 
not  the  residt  of  occasional  speculation,  or  over- 
trading; but  the  natural  consequence  of  the  gene- 
ral recovery  of  the  continent  of  Europe. 

The  agents  of  the  German  merchants  and  manu- 
facturers in  the  memorial  which  they  have  address- 
ed to  the  congress  at  Vienna,  insist  on  the  necessi- 
ty of  calling  together  a general  congress  of  the 
European  inerciiants;  they  desire  that  they  may'- 
have  granted  to  them,  for  six  y'ears  only,  the  mono- 
poly which  their  rivals  have  enjoyed  forages,  and 
they  hope  that  in  this  short  period  they  shall  ac- 
quire sufficient  strength  to  maintain  the  competi- 
tion with  all  nations;  they  especially  demand,  that, 
to  promote  the  interest  of  the  German  manufac- 
turers, prohibitory  measures  may  be  adopted 
against  England.” 

Mr.  Rothsch'ld  has  concluded  a loan  with  the 
Austrian  government,  and  was  so  well  pleased  with 
it  that  he  gave  certain  of  his  clerks  150,000  florins, 
for  their  agency  in  this  business. 

SWEDEN. 

A Stockliolm  paragraph  states  that  the  king  has 
been  pleased  to  consent  that  the  ships  of  the  Unit- 
ed States  df  North  America,  laden  with  the  natural 
produce  or  manufactures  of  the  AVest  Indies,  shall 
come  here  without  paying  higher  duties  than  Swe- 
dish vessels;  but  upon  condition  that  Swedish  ves- 
sels laden  with  the  produce  or  manufactures  of  the 
countries  on  the  Baltic  shall  enter  the  ports  of  the 
United  States  without  paying  higher  duties  than 
American  vessels. 

nxTssi;!, 

The  emperor  of  Russia,  in  his  anxiety  to  encou- 
rage the  national  manufacture  of  printed  calicoes, 
published  a ukase  on  the  24th  of  March,  increasing 
the  duties  upon  the  importatibn  of  colored  goods. 

TUUKET. 

Revolt  of  Ali  Pacha. — According  to  information 
received  at  Venice,  by  a vessel  from  the  Ionian  Is- 
lands, which  left  Corfu  on  the  2dth  of  April,  it  ap- 
pears that  Ali  Pacha,  of  Albania,  had  been  called  to 
Constantinople,  by  the  gi’and  vizier,  to  account  for 
his  conduct;  but  that  he  had  refused  to  obey  the 
summons,  and  had  raised  the  standard  of  revolt 
against  the  Porte.  It  was  added,  that  both  Greeks 
and  Turks  had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  him, 
and  that  he  was  at  Prevesa,  organizing  his  army.  It 
was  reported  at  Corfu,  that  Ali  had  declared  him- 
self king  of  Epirus,  and  that  to  attach  to  his  inte- 
rests the  Greek  population,  which  is  by  far  the 
most  numerous  in  his  states,  he  had  caused  himself 
to  be  baptized. 

E.IST  INDIES. 

The  boat  of  the  brig  Salamanca,  in  going  through 
the  Sunderbunds  of  Ruckergunge,  in  August  last, 
when  pulling  up,  20  feet  from  the  jungle  on  the 
margin  of  the  river,  and  being  about  50  feet  from 
the  brig,  a tiger  leaped  into  the  boat,  seized  the 
man  pulling  at  the  bow  oar,  and  in  one  spring,  with 
the  man  in  his  mouth,  .again  reached  the  jungle. 
The  tiger  madf^  not  the  least  noise  when  he  s]wimg 
into  the  boat^  paper. 
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SAJJDWICU  ISLANBS. 

It  is  Stated,  that  the  new  sovereig’n  of  these  is- 
lands has  destroyed  the  whole  system  of  idolatry, 
and  burnt  the  temples,  idols,  &.c.  It  was  feared 
tliat  the  death  of  the  old  king  would  throw  obstacles 
in  the  w'ay  of  the  missionaries,  but  it  has  hap[)ily 
otherwise  resulted,  and  the  mission  family  who  re- 
cently sailed  from  Boston,  probably  arrived  at  the 
very  moment  when  the  people  were  best  prepared 
to  receive  the  glad  tidings  of  salvation.  These  is- 
lands will  probably  soon  conform,  like  the  Society 
Islands,  to  the  external  forms  of  Christianity,  and 
introduce  among  them  the  arts  of  agriculture  and 
of  civilized  life.  The  kingdom  of  darkness  is  tru- 
ly tottering  to  its  fall,  and  the  day  is  approaching 
when  the  “ knowledge  of  God  ihall  cover  the 
earth.’*  Bo&ton  paper. 

bakbaht. 

The  plague  prevails  in  several  cities  in  Barbary; 
but  others  are  quite  healthy.  At  Fez,  the  deaths 
by  this  terrible  disease,  are  from  30  to  40  per  day 
— at  Oran,  50,  at  Magadore,  10.  It  seems  to  be 
peculiarly  hard  upon  the  Jews,  who  are  numerous 
in  these  countries. 

CANABA. 

Very  extensive  and  important  fortifications  are 
nowin  progress  at  Quebec — 400  men  are  daily  em- 
ployed in  mining  and  preparing  the  site  of  a very 
strong’  work  which  is  to  crown  that  already  formi- 
dable fortress. 

SOUTH  AMEKICA. 

A letter  to  the  editor  of  the  RegisteRj  dated  at 
St.  Thomas*  July  8,  informs  that  the  constitution  of 
the  cortes  had  been  proclaimed  in  all  the  islands  and 
places  on  the  Maine,  in  possession  of  the  royalists— 
and  that  it  w'as  difficult  to  ascertain  what  propor- 
tion of  those  who  have  adopted  the  constitution 
are  attached  to  the  cause  of  independence.  That 
there  was  a deputation  at  St.  Thomas’  on  their  way 
to  Angostura,  sent  by  Morillo  and  the  cabildo  at 
Caraccas,  under  directions  from  the  government  of 
old  Spain,  to  treat  with  the  independent  govern- 
ment. It  was  said  they  had  power  to  grant  the  pa- 
triots every  thing  short  of  independence — to  retain 
all  the  officers  in  their  respective  grades,  &c.  and 
that,  if  their  propositions  are  agreed  to,  Morillo  and 
his  army  would  leave  the  country,  &c.  These  depu- 
ties first  went  to  Bolivar’s  head  quarters,  but  he 
would  not  receive  them,  saying  that  his  military' 
operations  could  not  be  suspended;  but  he  suggest- 
ed that  they  should  proceed  to  Angostura,and  make 
their  terms  known  to  his  government,  which  they 
are  now  about  to  do. 

Bolivar’s  army  is  said,  in  all,  to  amount  to  20,000 
men,  well  disciplined.  That  of  Morillo  is  reported 
at  only  6,000. 

Gen.  Devereux  is  at  last  said  to  have  reached 
Margaretta.  The  aff  air  at  Rio  de  le  Hache  appears 
to  have  had  a miserable  result  for  the  patriots 
'I'hey  were  forced  to  abandon  the  place  in  great 
haste,  and  some  of  them  have  arrived  at  Jamaica  in 
a wretched  plight. 

Two  patriot  privateers,  owned  at  St.  Bartholo- 
mexu*s^  have  been  captured  and  sent  to  Martinique, 
by  the  French  frigate,  La  duchess  d’Angouleme. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  Columbus  74,  arrived  at  Gibraltar  on  the  4th 
of  June,  all  well.  The  Guerriere  was  also  at  t!\at 
port,  but  her  officers  were  not  permitted  to  come 
onshore  on  account  of  the  late  quarrels. 

Died,  lately  in  Duplin  county.  North  Carolina, 
cfol.  yVrtu  a native  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the 


82d  year  of  his  age,  but  for  76  years  a resident  ot^ 
N.  G.  He  Was  a meritorious  officer  of  the  revolu- 
tion, and  filled  many  honorable  civil  appointments. 

' * suddenly,  at  Lancaster,  Pa.  Michael  Gross, 
Bsq.  an  active  whig  in  the  “times  tliat  tried  men’s 
souls.”  After  dinner  he  laid  down  to  take  a nap, 
and  expired  without  a struggle.-  He  was  in  his  73d 
year. 

At  the  dinner  in  honor  of  the  fourth  instant,  at 
Georgetown,  in  Kentucky,  the  head  of  the  table  was 
occupied  by  JVathan  Young,  aged  one  hundred  and 
eight  years,  who  had  been  a soldier  in  Braddock’s 
defeat,  and  fought  in  the  battles  of  his  country 
throughout  the  revolutionary  war. 

Toasts  drank  at  Boston  on  the  late  anniversary — 
The  army  of  the  United  States— May  all  invaders 
m^et  the  fate  of  Pacldngham,  and  be  sent  packing 

America!— ‘trail  arms.*  Great  Britain!— ‘ground 
firelock.’  France — ‘as  you  Were.*  Spain— ‘Wheel 
to  the  right.*  Freemen — ‘display  column.*  Tyrants 
— ‘take  distance.*  South  America— ‘close  to  the 
front;*  ‘forward  march;’  ‘halt.’  Nations  of  the  globe 
— ‘order  firelock;*  ‘stack  arms;’  ‘rest.* 

Lewis,  the  robber,  mentioned  in  our  last,  and  who 
has  been  called  the  “Pennsylvania  Abaelino,”  has 
died  of  the  wounds  which  he  received  when  he  was 
taken. 

Santiago.  Haying  noticed  the  capture  of  the  Spa- 
nish ship  Santiago,  on  her  passage  from  Cuba  to 
Baltimore,  as  probably  w’lthin  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  United  States,  by  the  patriot  privateer  Wilson, 
alias  Bolivar,  a very  short  time  after  the  latter  ves- 
sel had  left  Norfolk,  it  is  right  that  we  should  no- 
,tice  a long  article  in  a late  Charleston  paper,  sign- 
ed “J.  Weeden,  surgeon  of  the  brig  Wilson,**  rela- 
tive to  that  capture— the  amount  of  which  is  as 
follows:  I'hat  the  Santiago  was  bound  to  Baltimore 
to  be  fitted  to  proceed  to  the  coast  of  Africa  for 
slaves,  from  whence  she  had  just  returned  with  459 
human  beings — that  she  belonged  to  Juan  Jaques 
' Bonne,  of  St.  Jago,  as  her  papers  said — that  she  was 
captured  in  nineteen  fathoms  water,  and  out  of  the 
jurisdiction  of  the  United  States — that  those  of  her 
crew  who  wei’e  detained  were.held  only  as  witnes- 
ses for  her  trial  at  Margaretta,  &c.  making  a very 
different  story  of  the  matter;  and,  if  true,  render-? 
ing  the  capture  estimable  in  our  eyes,  much  op- 
posed as  we  are  to  privateering  from  the  ports  of 
the  United  States,  in  the  present  circumstances  of 
things. 

Pirates.  Two  vessels  of  30  guns  each,  respect- 
ing no  flag,  are  in  the  Mediterranean,  which  occa- 
sionally blockade  Malaga  and  Alicant. 

Fraud,  The  pocketing  of  cash  by  the  late  cashier 
of  the  Phoenix  bank  of  New-York,  has  excited  much 
surprise.  Greene  marched  in  the  first  circles,  like 
several  of  the  cashiers  who  have  acted  pretty  much 
as  he  did,  and  seems  to  have  been  at  the  top  of  the 
wheel  of  gentility!  So  much  has  the  public  mind 
been  vitiated  by  speculation,  that  we  seem  yet  to 
have  to  learn  that  “an  honest  man’s  the  noblest 
work  of  God.”  Give  me  a pure  heart  on  the  dung- 
hill, rather  than  a villain’s  in  a palace.  We  have 
long  followed  a bad  “fashion,”  as  my  old  friend  in 
Massachusetts  says — but  the  times  are  mending. 

Killing  off.  Looking  over  a file  of  London  papers, 
(observes  the  National  Advocate),  we  find  the  death 
of  Mr.  Holman  announced;  to  which  is  added  the 
following  singular  piece  of  intelligence:  Miss 

Moore,  Miss  Latimer,  and  Mr.  Sanders  of  the  same 
tlmatre,  were  struck  dead  with  lightning.”  Every 
thing  is  done  to  frighten  persons  from  emigrating 
to  this  country. 
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Presidential  election.  I he  following  sing-alar  dif- 
ficulties have  occurred:  In  North  Carolina,  a law 
was  passed  to  choose  electors  of  president  by  the 
people — but  the  time  when  was  not  appointed;  and 
in  Illinois,  by  a law  of  that  state,  the  governor  is 
required  to  divide  the  state  into  districts,  accord- 
ing  to  the  number  of  inhabitants,  to  be  ascertained 
by  census,  the  limit  for  the  taking  of  which  is  be- 
yond the  period  at  which  the  electors  should  be 
chosen!  It  seems  probable  that  special  sessions  of 
t!ie  legislatures  of  these  states  must  be  held  to  sup- 
ply the  defects  of  their  own  laws. 

Jlinei'ican  jaconet  musliut  We  have  at  this  moment 
before  us  a piece  oi'  Jaconet  ntusliiiy  of  a fabric  so 
perfect  in  every  particular,  that  we  may  safely  as- 
sert it  to  be  equal,  in  every  respect,  to  any  thing  of 
the  kind,  produced  in  any  part  of  the  world. 

Familiar  with  the  finest  webs  of  Asia,  we  can  con- 
fidently assert,  that  the  piece  before  us  is  equal  in 
beauty,  evenness,  and  much  superior  in  the  finish- 
ing, to  the  fine  mulls  of  Hindostan. 

'I'his  piece  is  the  first  experiment  made  at  the 
fixctory  of  Messrs.  Thorp  and  Slidell,  of  this  neigh- 
borhood, yet  it  will  bear  inspection  and  compari- 
son witli  any  foreign  production  of  the  same  number 
of  yarn. 

This  jaconet  rivals,  in  beauty  and  texture,  the 
lawns  of  Flahders,  and  for  cravats,  ruffles,  and  fine 
dresses,  has  no  superior;  and  we  earnestly  recom- 
mend the  products  of  these  ingenious  manufacturers 
to  the  notice  and  patronage  of  every  friend  of  Ame- 
rican prosperity. — Aurora 

The  vine.  'About  24  acres  are  occupied  as  vine- 
yards at  Vevay,  in  Indiana,  and  in  very  prosperous 
cultivation  by  the  industrious  Swiss  settlers.  It  is 
supposed  that  the  present  year’s  produce  will  ex- 
ceed 5,000  gallons  of  wine,  though  great  quantities 
of  grapes  are  disposed  of  for  other  purposes. 

Jildte  and  red  lead.  The  St.  Louis  Gazette  of 
May  ol;  announces,  that  the  works  for  the  manufac- 
ture of  white  and  red  lead  have  been  established 
in  that  place. 

J\raming  of  the  ships  of  -war.  The  resolution  of 
congress  on  this  subject  is  defective.  The  names 
oi‘  Jii  St  rates  are  to  be  after  statesy  and  second  rates 
are  to  be  after  nvers.  Now  it  so  happens,  that  the 
first  name  given  to  the  first-rate  ship,  under  that 
resolution,  the  Ohio,  does  not  designate  her  rutCy 
being  the  name  of  a slate  and  a river  also.  The 
names  of  Alabama,  Mississippi,  Illinois,  Tennessee, 
Connecticut,  Delaware  and  Kentucky,  are  common 
to  states  and  rivers.  Missouri  and  Arkansas  will 
stand  in  the  same  condition,  when  states. 

A bold  fellow.  A person  is  now  confined  in  the 
jail  of  Pearson  county,  N.  C.  among  other  crimes, 
fbr  having  married  not  less  than  fifteen  women,  all 
living  at  the  same  time — yet  he  is  only  30  or  o5 
years  of  age. 

Cincinnati  banks.  There  has  been  a great  ex- 
citement at  Cincinnati,  in  consequence  of  a belief 
•pretty  generally  entertained  that  those  concerned 
in  the  Miami  bank  were  secretly  engaged  in  pur- 
chasing up  its  notes,  at  a very  large  discount; 
though,  as  it  was  also  thouglit,  the  bank  was  able 
to  meet  its  engagements,  under  a careful  manage- 
ment. If  such  things  have  not  liappened  at  Cin- 
cinnati, they  have  occurred  at  other  places,  and  , 
there  is  no  sort  of  novelty  in  tliem.  The  bills  oi 
the  bank  alluded  to  are  Worth  about  25  cents  to  the 
dollar  in  the  Baltimore  money-market.  I myself 
sold  some  at  50  per  cent  discount,  aUd  unfortunate- 
ly yet  have  a few  on  hand  very  handsomely  mark 
ed  like  money. 

The  inhabitants  of  Springfield,  Hamilton  couijty, 


state  of  Ohio,  have  held  a meeting;  at  which  they 
charge  the  non-specie  paying  banks  with  a design 
to  depreciate  their  own  paper,  for  the  purpose  of 
buying  it  up  at  very  reduced  rates,  i hey  declare 
that  an  improper  forbearance  has  been  e.xcited  to- 
wards these  banks;  and  that  the  people  ought  to 
have  rejected  every  note  ‘‘as  containing  a falsehood 
on  its  face,  so  long  as  those  who  issued  it  refuse  to 
discharge  its  obligation.” — They  came  to  the  reso- 
lution, “to  desist  from  the  use  of  any  paper  of 
banks  that  refuse  to  discharge  promptly,  the  obli- 
gations  specified  on  the  face  of  the  notes” — and 
they  invite  all  the  good  people  of  the  Miami  coun- 
try to  adopt  similar  resolutions.  There  is  an  ener- 
gy in  this  conduct  which  commands  respect. 

Enquirer. 

Law  Case...  The  following  case,  as  reported  in 
the  Cincinnati  lately  came  before  the 

city  court  of  that  place.  The  decision,  certainly, 
is  an  extraordinary  one. 

Bank  United  States 

vs.  C 

Whipple  and  Washburne.  j 

1 he  above  cause  came  to  trial  a few  .days  ago, 
before  the  city  court,  holden  by  the  mayor  and  two 
aldermen.  The  case  was  regularly  presented  to 
the  jury  by  the  plaintiff’s  counsel,  and  though 
there  were  several  points  made  by  the  defendants* 
counsel  in  the  course  of  the  proceeding,  yet  they 
were  reserved,  and  the  testimony  considered  as 
conclusive  of  the  claim.  It  was  admitted  by  the 
plaintiff’s  counsel,  that  the  note  was  discounted  at 
the  offlee  establiiJied  at  this  place.  The  defend- 
ants’ counsel  insisted  to  the  jury,  that  the  bank  of 
United  States  had  no  power  to  discount  promissory 
notes — that  the  bank  was  the  mere  creature  of  the 
act  which  created  it,  and  possessed  no  other  powers 
than  such  as  were  expressly  granted.  That  it  could 
take  nothing  by  implication,  however  strong;  and 
though  the  charter  confers  a right  upon  the  corpo- 
ration generally  to  do  and  execute  all  and  singular 
the  acts,  matters,  and  things,  which  to  them  it 
shall  or  may  appertain  to  do,  &c.  and  although  i% 
prohibit.s  them  to  receive  more  than  six  per  cent, 
upon  its  loans  or  discountSy  yet,  as  there  is  no  express 
authority  either  Xoloati  or  discounty  such  loans  aid 
illegal  and  the  security  void. 

'I'he  mayor  charged  the  jury  that  the  bank  of  the 
United  States  had  no  power  under  its  charter  to 
discount  promissory  notes,  and  the  jury  gave  a ver- 
dict for  the  defendants. 

Passenger^.  Thirty-five  thousand  five  hundred 
and  sixty  passengers  arrived  at  the  port  of  New- 
York  from  the  1st  of  March,  1818,  to  the  11th  of 
December,  1819,  as  entered  at  the  mayor’s  office. 


Americans 

16628 

Swiss 

372 

English  j 

1 7629 

Norwegians 

'3 

Irish 

6067 

Swedes 

28 

French 

930 

Portuguese 

55 

Scotch 

1544 

Africans 

5 

Germans 

499 

Prussians 

48 

Spanish 

217 

Sardinians 

3 

Hollanders 

155 

Welshmen 

590 

Italians 

103 

Danes 

97 

18,114  reported, 
13,060  bounded, 
4,377  commuted. 


Total  35,560 

JVew-ITampshire.  The  last  return  of  the  militia 
of  this  state  gives  the  lollowing  aggregates;  infan- 
try and  riflemen,  23,063;  cavalry,  2,071;  artiilcry, 
1,142; — the  whole  are  pretty  well  supplied  wiiii 
arms.  No  turn .s  from  two  brTgii.des;i, 
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Spontaneous  combustion.  A case  of  spontaneous 
combustion  occurred  on  Wednesday  evening-  in  tliis 
city.  I'he  dregs  of  linseed  oil  having  been  thrown 
on  a dung  heap,  caused  a flame  to  beak  out,  which 
communicated  with  somei  boards  connected  with 
the  heap;  and  had  it  taken  place  in  the  nig’ht,  a 
great  conflagration  must  have  been  the  conse- 
cjuence.  It  is  fair  to  presume  that  many  of  the  de- 
structive fires  originate  from  similar  causes. 

[jY.  Y.  Col. 

Mephitic  g-as.  An  affecting  occurrence  took  place 
in  the  neighborhood  of  St.  Louis,  on  Friday  the  23d 
.iune. 

Patrick  Gorman  and  William  Neal  were  employ- 
ed in  sinkijig  a well  on  the  farm  of  Michael  Gor- 
man, father  to  the  former.  On  the  piorning  of  the 
23d,  they  went  as  usual  to  their  work,  and  by  means 
of  a bucket,  let  down  by  a little  boy,  descended  to 
the  bottom  of  the  well,  then  about  thirty  feet  deep. 
Unhappily  the  well  had  filled  with  mephitic  air 
during  the  night,  and  the  young  men  were  soon 
perceived  by  the  boy  at  the  windlass  to  be  in  the 
agonies  of  death.  His  cries  brought  his  fatlier,  his 
elder  brother  and  I homas  Kensela  to  the  spot. 
The  two  latter  immediately  descended  in  the  buc- 
ket.— There  were  now  four  in  the  well,  and  but 
two  could  come  back  at  a time.  Thomas  Kensela 
undertook  to  bring  back  William  Neal,  who  seem- 
ed to  be  expiring;  the  two  brothers  Patrick  and 
Thomas  Gorman,  were  left  fbr  a second  trip,  and 
the  father  Michael  Gorman  and  his  little  son  turned 
at  the  windlass  to  draw  them  up.  When  near  the 
top,  the  strength  of  Thomas  Kensela  failed  from 
the  bad  air  which  he  had  breathed;  he  dropped 
from  the  bucket  and  fell  with  William  Neal,  wijom 
he  was  bringing  up,  thirty  feet  upon  the  two  broth- 
ers below!  Theories  of  the  father  and  the  little 
hoy  brought  in  some  neighbors,  one  of  whom,  Mr. 
■William  Tharp,  had  the  intrepidity  to  volunteer  a 
descent.  Four  times  he  made  the  perilous  adven- 
ture, each  time  bringing  backdhe  body  of  a suffer- 
er. As  fast  as  brought  to  the  surface,  the  lancet 
was  applied  to  ttieir  arms;  the  blood  flowed  freely, 
but  life  was  extinct  forever;  and  on  the  following 
day  all  four  were  buried  in  the  burying  ground  of 
the  Roman  catholic  cathedral  in  St.  Louis. 

Antidote  to  poison. — A most  important  addition  to 
the  sum  of  scientific  knowledge,  and  an  acquisition 
®f  incalculable  benefit  to  humanity,  has  been  made 
by  a gentleman  of  Norwich,  Mr.  Rogers,  in  the  dis- 
covery of  what  appears  to  be  an  universal  antidote  to 
animal  poisons.  From  the  numerous  and  varied  ex- 
periments, already  made,  it  would  seem  that  this 
singularly  useful  property  of  the  gas,  (for  such  we 
understand  is  the  form  of  its  application)  is  attri- 
buted to  its  power  of  effecting  the  chemical  neu- 
ti  aiization  ofpeslilential  effluvia.  In  the  more  con- 
densed forms  of  animal  virulence,  as  the  virus  of 
small  pox,  cancer,  he.  its  effects  are  said  to  be  strik- 
ingly obvious,  in  tiie  instantaneous  decomposition 
of  the  poison,  which  thus  becomes  entirely  quies- 
cent. We  understand  that  government,  justly  sen- 
sible of  the  importance  of  the  subject,  will  appoint 
«'ommissioners  to  Investigate  the  facts  of  this  disco- 
very, and  decide  on  its  application  to  practical  use 
i!i  arresting  the  progress  of  contagion. 

London  paper. 

Mi-to  marhetfor  cattle.  Some  citizens  of  this  coun- 
tv, (says  the  St.  Imds  Enquirer),  have  contracted 
wilh  tlie  earl  Selkirk,  to  deliver  him  120  head  of 
cattle,  principally  cows,  at  his  establishment  at  the 
confluence  of  the  Assinaboin  and  the  Red  river  of 


the  lakes^  The  drove  Is  about  setting  out.  They  have 
a long  road  through  the  woods,  and  many  tribes  of 
Indians  to  pass,  and  an  attack  upon  the  Way  niay  not 
be  placed  among  improbable  events.  I’he  eaiTs 
establishment,  consisting  of  a small  agricultural  co- 
lony of  Scotch,  a fur  trading  company,  and  a irniita- 
ry  garrison,  is  in  latitude  50,  longitude  23,  west 
from  Washington  city,  in  a direct  line  about  nine 
hundred  miles.  The  cattle  will  probably  march  11 
or  1200  miles,  the  Indians  willing. 

Missouri.  The  convention  recently  elected  in 
this  territory,  met  at  St.  Louis  on  the  12th  of  June, 
David  Barton,  esq.  was  elected  president.  A re- 
solve that  it  was  expedient  then  to  proceed  tofol’m 
a state  cbhstitution  having  passed  unanimously — • 
various  committees  were  appointed  to  draft  diP 
fi-rent  parts  of  it,  &c.  The  convention  consists  of 
41  members;  of  whom  16  were  born  in  Virginia,^ 
8 in  Kentucky,  4 each  in  F’ennsylvania  and  Mary- 
land, 3 in  North  Carolina,  2 in  Missouri,  and  1 each 
in  Vermont,  Delaware,  Tennessee,  Ireland  and 
Wales. 

St.  Louis,  f Missouri, J June  17.  The  committee 
appointed  to  draft  a constitution  fqp  the  state  of 
Missouri,  reported  yesterday.  1'he  article  which 
will  be  first  enquired  after  is  to  the  following  effect: 
The  legislature  shall  have  no  powe".’  to  manumit 
slaves,  except  on  condition  of  paying  theirfull  value 
to  their  owners;  it  shall  have  no  power  to  prevent 
emigrants  from  bringing  their  slaves  into  this  state; 
it  shall  have  power  to  prevent  slaves  from  being 
brought  to  Missouri  to  be  sold  as  merchandize;  per- 
sons who  hav’e  been,  or  may  be,  brought  into  the  IT, 
States,  in  violation  of  the  laws  of  congre.ss  for  the  sup- 
pression of  the  foreign  slave  trade,  shall  be  free  on 
arriving  in  the  state  of  Missouri;  their  posterity  like- 
wise; the  right  of  jury  trial  for  offences  above  the 
grade  of  petit-larceny  is  secured  to  slaves;  it  is 
made  the  duty  of  the  court  to  assign  them  counsel 
when  they  have  it  not;  if  convicted  to  be  punished 
in  the  same  manner  that  white  persons  would  be 
for  the  like  offences;  homicide,  and  dismember- 
ment of  a slave  to  be  punished  as  if  committed 
upon  a white  person;  and  it  is  made  the  duty  of 
tlie  legislature  to  pass  laws  for  the  protection  of 
slaves  against  injuries  from  their  masters. 

These  provisions  have  been  unanimously  adopted^ 

From  the  Missouri  Gazette  of  June  28.  By  a letter 
from  Prairie  du  Chien,  we  understand  that  a council 
with  the  chiefs  of  the  Winebago  nation  of  Indians 
has  been  held  by  colonel  Leavenworth,  on  the  sub- 
ject of  the  murder  of  two  of  the  men  belonging  to 
the  5th  regiment.  They  disclaimed  and  denounced 
the  act,  and  said  it  was  done  by  two  fools  who  had 
covered  the  whole  nation  with  shame.  That  the/ 
had  no  wish  or  intention  to  go  to  war,  and  promised 
to  del'iver  up  the  murderers  in  nine  days,  and  in  the 
meai\  time  delivered  five  of  their  chiefs  as  liostages,- 

The  Sacs,  Foxes,  Kickapoos,  and  in  fact  all  the 
Indians  on  the  river,  stand  ready  to  join  the  United 
States,  in  case  it  is  requested,  against  the  Wineba- 
goes,  but  no  necessity  for  it  exists.  Part  of  the 
Winebagoes  are  friendly,  and  the  residue  fear  our 
troops  too  much  to  do  any  more  mischief. 

Washington  City,  .hdy  25.  Mr.  John  Graham,  onr 
minister  plenipotentiary  at  Rio  de  Janeiro,  arrived 
at  this  city  yesterday,  with  his  family,  after  a short 
passage,  in  a vessel  belonging  to  Georgetown. 

We  are  sorry  tliat  the  reduced  state  of  Mr.  Gra- 
ham’s health  should  have  been  the.  cause,  as  we 
understand  it  is,  of  his  sudden  return  to  the  United 
States. 
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, ^ cnrissily,  respecting-  the  bank  of  the  United 
States,  will  be  found  inserted  in  the  nexlpag-e.  It 
will  record  the  views  of  its  founders. 

Our  extracts  and  abstracts  of  foreign  articles  are 
fcontinued,  and  to  later  periods  by  more  recent  ar- 
rivals. Even  those  who  have  access  to  the  daily 
newspapers  may  find  something  ne\^  in  our  collec- 
tions, derived  from  many  papers,  examined  with 
care. 

A^iericax  manufactures.  Though  the  follow- 
ing may  not  be  very  flattering  to  the  patriotism  or 
judgment  of  congress,  and  many  of  our  fellow  citi- 
zens not  honored  with  a seat  on  the  floor  of  the 
Capitol, — still  the  truth  should  be  told,  that  impro- 
vidence and  folly  may  be  rebuked  and  checked. 

It  is4issuredly  a fact,  that  when  the  Messi*s.  lJu- 
pouts,  of  Brandywine,  were  manufacturing  their 
very  superior  cloths  during  the  late  war,  they  found 
forsorae  time  great  difficulty  in  disposing  of  them, 
though  they  always  kept  their  prices  below  those 
which  were  asked  for  British  goods  of  like  qualities^ 
The  stock  on  hand  accumulated  to  such  an  amount, 
though  the  most  assiduous  efforts  to  make  sales 
were  not  wanting,  that  it  almok  seerhed  proble- 
matical whether  tliey  might  not  find  it  expedient 
to  shut  up  their  factory,, and  throw  a lift-ge  popula- 
tion out  of  employment!  Their  chief  market  was 
at  Philadelphia;  and  here  tfie  best  judges,  with 
nearly  all  the  p"eat  dandy -tailors,  had  pronounced 
their  goods  inferior,  not  fit  for  gentlemen  to  wear — ^ 
they  could  not;  Hn  Conscience,  consent  to  cut  them 
for  their  regular  customers!”  To  relieve  themiselves 
of  this  difficulty,  and  secretly  punish  the  prejudice 
Which  they  could  hot  openly  overcome,  tile  pro- 
prietors of  the  establishment  purchased  the  aid  of 
an  English  agent,  who,  for  the  per  centum  allowed, 
gladly  undertook  the  business.  Twenty  or  thirty 
bales  were  carefully  put  lip  at  the  factory,  in  strict 
imitation  of  British  cldths — with  the  leads,  covers, 
marks,  &c.  &c.,  and  sent  on  to  the  agent;  who 
soon  made  it  known  that  he  had  received,  no  mut- 
ter how,  whether  smuggled  or  hot,  9.  handsome  asssort- 
inent  of  cloths.  No  one  suspected  that  he  dealt  in 
American  goods — and  his  store  was  soon  thronged 
by  tailors  and  others,  to  purchase  them.  They  were 
quickly  sold,  at  a dollar  or  two  in  the  yard  more 
than  the  factory  prices— at  an  advance  sufficient  to 
pay  the  agent  his  per  centage,  and  leave  a considera- 
ble excess  profit  to  the  manufacturers!  Then  came 
out  the  puffing  advertisements  in  tlie  newspapers 
of  the  tailors  and  others,  having  received  supplies 
bf  fresh  goods;  and  their  shelves  were  soon  reliev- 
ed  of  these  very  superior  cloths,  which  they 

‘♦eould  recommend  to  their  customers!^* 

'I'he  best  of  the  joke  was,  that  the  enterprizing 
Duponts,  by  such  operations,  were  enabled  to  carry 
on  and  extend  their  establishments — but  the  most 
ridiculous  pa^t  of  the  whole  was  as  follows:  The  pri- 
mary object  of  the  manufacturer*  was  to  dispose  of 
.their  goods^  but  to  build  up  a character  for  them, 
was  hardly  less  interesting.  To  aid  in  this,  they 
always  kept  out  of  the  imitation  bales  the  finest  and 
best  pieces  that  they  made,  to  sell  as  American 
goods,  at  a lower  rate  than  those  so  managed  to  be 
supposed  When  the  head  tailors  had  obtain- 
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ed  a stock,  as  mentioned  above,  they  sent  found  to 
them  those  reserved  pieces,  a.sking  a comparison, 
and  soliciting  purchases  at  reduced  prices.  Being 
well  acquainted  with  the  gentlemen,  I tliink  that  t 
can  now  see  one  of  them,  without  a smile  on  his 
countenance,  comparing  one  piece  of  his  own  cloth 
with  another,  gravely  contending  in  favor  of  what 
he  had  to  sell  and  which  he  knew  was  the  best,  and 
calmly  listening  to  the  numerous  objections  urged 
against  his  opinions,  about  the  fineness,  texture, 
durability  of  color,  and  the  like — ail  said  to  be  su- 
perior in  those  goods  wliich  had  passed  through  the 
hands  of  the  Englisii  agent!  How  long  this  honora- 
ble deception,  to  make  folly  an  instrument  of  good^ 
was  practised,  we  do  not  know.  We  have  been 
told,  however,  that  it  never  waS  detected;  but,  in  .a 
short  time,  such  a character  was  established  for  the 
Messrs.  Duponts*  clotlis,  that  no  necessity  existed 
for  reporting  to  it.  They  could  dispose  of  all  that 
they  could  make,— the  people  knowing  that  they 
were  Jlmerican  goods,  and  purchasing  them  because 
they  were  better  and  cheaper  than  the  imported. 

Lasr  winter  we  indignantly  noticed  the  receipt  of 
a letter  from  the  clerk  of  the  house  of  representa- 
tives, of  the  United  States;  written  on  paper  stamp- 
ed and  marked  with  the  royal  crown  of  England; 
and  were  told,  in  explanation;  that  the  clerk  ha(l 
only  a few  loose  sheets  of  such  paper  in  his  office, 
one  of  which  happened  to  be  directed  to  us.  We 
have  not  had  any  rea.son  yet  to  doubt  the  latter 
statement,  but  Soon  after  it  was  published,  a friend 
in  the  senate  sent  us  a Sheet  of  the  paper  usuallv 
laid  on  the  deskb  of  its  members,  dignified  with  the 
same  emblem  of  royalty,  at  which  we  were  again 
mortified.  The  paper  was  of  a very  fine  quality; 
better,  perhaps,  than  four-fifths  of  the  members  of 
congress  ever  used;  perhaps  ever  saw,  before  their 
arrival  at  Washington-^nice  enough  for  the  lightest 
dandy  to  write  a note  to  his  goddess  upon.  We  de- 
posited the  sheet  among  our  gweer  things,  intending 
to  bring  ifforth  when  occasion  suited,  and  to  depre- 
cate the  matter  as  it  deserved.  But  we  are  just  told, 
and  we  learn  it  with  much  pride  and  pleasure,  that 
our  wise  senators  are  cheated — neatly  cheated,  and 
made  a laughing  stock  of,  like  the  Philadelphia 
taylors!  Our  best  paper  makers  have  vainly  solicit- 
ed the  honor  of  supplying  congress;*  their  propo- 
sals could  not  be  accepted;  English  paper  only  was 
good  enough  for  that  exalted  body— and  so  English 
paper  was  contracted  for: — but  we  have  now  most 
humbly  to  apologize  to  >#.  Dougherty,  and  ail 
else  who  might  be  aggrieved  by  our  former  re- 
marks, in  expressing  our  conviction  that  this  paper. 


* Among  these  were  the  Gilpins,  on  the  Bran- 
dywine, whose  establishment  for  the  manufiicture 
of  paper,  we  suppose  must  have  cost  between  three 
and  four  hundred  thousand  dollars,  and  is  said  to  be 
without  a superior  in  the  world;  though  several 
others  of  our  paper  makers  manufacture  goods 
equal  to  theirs,  and  have  for  several  years  made 
papers  which,  with  the  same  arlvantage  of  age  be- 
fore using,  would  compare  with  any  furnished  from 
England,  and  at  ^5  per  cent,  less  price  than  the\' 
can  be  sold  at,  in  that  country.  Paper  is  a clear 
article  in  England,  though  exceedingly  clieap  iu 
France,  Germany,  Italy,  ic,  ^ 
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if  supposed  to  come  from  England,  must  come 
from  a district  so  called,  but  with  the  important 
word  “NEW”  placed  before  it— being  made  by 
honest,  “full  bred  yankees,”  our  countrymen, 
friends  and  brothers — “long  life  to  them”  for  it! 
J like  the  fun  well;  yet  shall  protest  against  it,  as 
1 formerly  pledged  myself,  by  repeating  the  de- 
claration, that  none  of  the  members  of  congress 
shall  receive  tlie  Register  of  me,  if  tlieir  secre- 
.tary  or  clerk  writes  for  it  on  paper  stamped  with  a 
crown.  “Let  it  take  any  shape  but  that,”  and  the 
order  shall  be  obeyed — a codfish  or  a hoe-cake — a 
yoke  of  oxen  or  a race  horse — any  thing  but  a re- 
gal crown.  We  do  not  know  who  it  is  that  has  the 
contract  to  supply  the  paper,  and,  certainly,  are 
without  the  shadow  of  a wish  to  injure  him  on  ac- 
count of  this  matter,  but  rather  thank  him  for  his 
patriotic  management:  yet  we  do  not  believe  that 
even  the  senate,  hitherto  satisfied  with  the  paper 
and  the  price  of  it,  will  suffer  their  mortified  feel- 
ings to  carry  them  so  far  as  to  insult  the  majesty  of 
the  people  by  acting  upon  it — they  will  most  likely 
be  ashamed  of  what  they  have  done,  and  “correct 
the  procedure.” 


Bank  of  tlie  United  States, 

A singular  accident  lately  gave  me  possession  of 
the  following  most  curious  statement.  It  was  writ- 
ten in  December,  1816,  by  one  of  the  greatest  spe- 
culators in  the  stock  of  the  bank  of  the*  United 
States,  to  a distant  gentleman  who  had  invested  a 
considerable  sum  of  money  in  that  institution.  The 
writer  eithe*  seriously  believed  what  he  stated, 
(and  he  ought  to  be  presumed  to  have  had  an  ex- 
tensive knowledge  of  the  facts),  or  he  deliberately 
told  what  he  did  believe  to  be  true,  to  keep  up  the 
bubble  until  he  himself  had  realized  Ins  designed 
profits.  If  the  former,  we  may  laugh  at  his  magnifi- 
cent notions— but  if  the  latter,  must  severely  con- 
demn the  fraud.  The  people,  twenty  years  hence, 
will  hardly  apprehend  the  splendid  ideas  which  the 
stock-note  makers,  (who  chiefly  made  the  bank  of  the 
United  States),  had  of  wfeat  they  would  do.  It  is  a 
fact,  tliat  thej^  aspired  to  nothing  less  than  a regii- 
lation  of  the  -whole  internal  and  external  trade  of  the 
country^  and  tho^ight  themselves  so  mighty  that  nothing 
could  successfully  oppose  their  march  to  supreme  potver. 
This  paper,  which  I pledge  myself  is  genuine,  is  a 
proof  of  these  things — and  yet,  mirabile  diciu,  this, 
that  was-to-be,  tremendous  institution,  which  Avas 
to  raise  up  princes  and  palaces,  and  break  down 
every  species  of  independence  contrary  to  the 
will  or  wislies  of  the  paper-mongers,  fell  before 
t!ie  power  of  a few  goose  qjiills,  directed  by  truth, 
because  its  foundation  was  sandy!  A happy  deli- 

VnERANCE  TO  THE  PEOPLE,  AND  AN  USEFUL  LESSON  TO 
INORDINATE  AMBITION. 

“ Vie7os  of  the  businesf^o  be  transacted  by  the  Sank  of 
the  United  States: 

[The  figures  placed  at  the  beginning  of  the  line 
refer  to  the  paragraphs  in  our  comments.] 

(1)  6 per  ct.  stock  owned  by  han^k,  21,060  000  a fi  p.  ct.= 1,260, 000 

(2)  5 do.  do.  do.  7,000,000  a 5 “ = 350,000 

(3)  .\mountof  specie,  &c.  which  maybe  discounted, 

(see  below*},  I estimate  at  25,000,000  a 6 p.et.=l, 500,000 

A-nnual  receipts,  dolls.  3,110,000 


•The  bank  is  to  have  in  specie,  dolls.  7,000,000 

It  will  have  on  deposite  from  the  government  and  its 
agents,  &c.  10.000,000 

It  will  have  on  deposite  from  merchants  and  others,  5,000,000 
It  will  have  in  hand,  received  for  drafts  issued  by  it  on 
any  place  in  the  union,  say  3.000,000 


(4)  Present  annual  expenses, 
(4)  Supposed  annual  bad  debts, 


dolls.  175,000 
136,000 


311,000 


Makes,  to  discount  upon,  as  above,  dolls.  25.000,000  { 
My  sincere  belief  is,  that  the  estimate  of  deposites  above  made,  \ 
is  far  less  than  they_wiU  be  Ibund.  * 


350.000  shares,  a 8 dolls,  per  ann.  dividends=doWi'.  2,800,000 
Again— 

I will  suppose  my  estimate  of  8 per  ct.  dividend  above, 

IS  admitted  to  be  correct— and  state  it  at  dolls.  2,-800,000 

(5)  Then  I will  suppose  the  bank  to  buy  50,000,000  dolls, 
per  annum,  of  sterling  bills,  and  make  1 per  cent,  by  ■ 

llte  purchase  and  sale  of  them,  500  OOO 

(6)  I suppose  the  bank  to  furnish  drafts  upon  distant  ’ 
places,  say  at  Boston  on  Orleans,  or  Lexington,  or  Sa- 
vannah, dr  vice  versa,  ami  to  charge  a small  brokerage 

on  them— say  on  40,000,000  annually,  1-2  per  cent.  200,00t> 

350,000  shares  at  10  per  cent,  or  10  dols.  per  share,  "I 
to  divide,  per  annum,  C 3,S0Og0O 

(7)  If  6 per  cent,  funded  debt  is  worth  100  dollars,  or  par.  in  the 
American  stock  market,  United  States  3 per  cent,  bank  stock  is 
in  the  same  market,  worth  133  1-3  dollars.  " 

If  5 per  cent,  stock  in  England  is  worth  lOO  dollars,  as  it  is, 
United  States  bank  stock,  paying  8 per  cent,  at  par,  in  London 
IS  worth  160  dollars. 

Let  the  bank  divide  as  it  may,  the  above  rules  are  applicable,  and 
lead  to  certain  and  just  results.’’' 

0:;j^Now  let  US  compare  these  almost  infinite  cal-^ 
culations  with  the  naked  facts  that  we  know,  as  to 
the  “business  transacted  by  the  bank:” 

In  the  15th  vol.  of  the  Register,  page  456,  there 
is  a large  table  shewing  the  state  of  tlie  bank,  at 
sundry  dates,  from  the  time  of  its  institution  to 
November,  1818.  We  shall  use  the  facts  therein 
afibrded  as  far  as  they  will  go,  and  refer  to  other:? 
in  our  possession,  that  calculations  and  realities  mav 
stand  side  by  side,  for  public  edification  or  amuse- 
ment. 

(1.)  The  bank  was  to  hold  21,000,000  of  United 
States  6 per  cent,  stock,  and  draw  an  interest  there- 
on— It  appears  by  the  report  of  the  secretary  of 
the  treasury,  that  the  wdiole  amount  which  it  ever 
held  was  13,043,767,  wliicli  lie  stopped  the  inte- 
rest upon  anterior  to  September,  1817,  by  redeem- 
ing the  principal — so  this  huge  item  amounted  to 
nothing.  See  vol.  XIII.  page  242,  264. 

(2)  The  bank  did  hold  and  yet  holds  the  7,000,000 
of  5 percent  stock,  on  which  the  people  of  the  U. 
States  have  made  a dead  loss  of  ^429,187 — see  pre- 
sent vol.  page  316. 

(3.)  The  bank  was  to  have  in  specie  7,000,000-— 
its  highest  amount  reported  in  the  table  above  re- 
ferred to,  was  2,739,626.  It  was  to  maintain  a de- 
posite of  10,000,000  on  public,  and  5,000,000  on  pri- 
vate account.  For  a month  or  two  in  1817,  anterior 
to  the  purchase  of  the  stocks  by  government,  the 
public  deposite  was  heavy;  but,  in  November,  1818, 
it  amounted  to  only  gl, 385, 190— and  it  is  probable, 
that  the  monthly  average  will  not  exceed  three  or 
four  millions,  if  it  amounts  to  so  much,  from  the 
date  of  the  institution  to  the  present  day.  The 
average  of  the  individuals’  deposites,  in  the  table, 
was  more  than  four  millions,  and  herein  the  calcu- 
lation was  tolerably  correct.  The  highest  amount 
of  bills  of  exchange  (foreign  and  domestic)  held  by 
the  bank  was  1,801,984— the  lowest,  494,529 — in- 
stead of  3,000,000,  which  was  to  have  been  regu- 
larly 011  hand,  received  for  domestic  drafts,  to  be  dis- 
counted upon. 

(4.)  The  permanent  annual  and  current  expenses 
have  doubled,  or  trebled,  the  amount  estimated, 
though,  hereafter,  they  may  not  exceed  this  sum 
so  much  as  a half.  The  amount  of  “annual  bad 
debts”  have,  thus  far,  been  eight  or  ten  times  great- 
er than  the  estimate! — and  cun  hardly,  at  any  lime, 
however  prudently  the  institution  may  be  conduct- 
ed, fail  to  exceed  the  sum  supposed. 

(5.)  The  bank  was  to  purchase  millions— 
50,000,000 — in  sterling  bills,  to  speculate  upon!  — 
This  amount  would^  probably,  have  been  greater 
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than  ever  Was  drawn,  in  one  year,  in  all  the  United 
States,  upon  all  the  countries  of  Europe — and,  per- 
iiaps,  be  treble  the  amount  at  this  time  negociated 
on  England.  This  is  a very  loild  item,  indeed.  We 
do  not  believe  that  the  bank  has  purchased  “ster- 
ling bills,”  except  to  pay  for  its  own  specie  import- 
ed, or  its  own  dividends  so  cunningly  made  payable 
in  England,  to  the  amount  of  one  million  a year,  as 
articles  of  traffic — ij  any,  at  all. 

(6.)  The  bank  was  to  furnish  drafts  on  distant 
offices  to  the  amount  forty  millions— 40, OOO, 000 
— a year.  We  cannot  tell  tlie  amount  furnished — 
but  are  satisfied  that  this  item  is  as  xvild  as  the  for- 
mer. Together,  they  shew  that  the  ide4  was  enter- 
tained of  regulating  the  wAofe  fqreig’n  and  domestic 
trade  of  the  United  States,  and  of  causing  all  the 
monied  transactions  of  our  dealing  men  to  pass 
through  the  hands  of  the  officers  of  the  bank,  at  such 
shaving  premiums  as  the  president  and  directors 
sliould  think  fit  to  impose! 

(7.)  This  is  not  the  fact— the  charter  is  to  expire 
in  less  than  sixteen  years,  and  the  advance  must  be 
sunk;  So  that  if  a regular  dividend  of  8 per  cent,  is 
insured,  the  cash  value  of  the  stock,  rating  the  inte- 
rest of  money  at  6 per  cent,  is  now  about  118  dolls. 
See  vol.  XIV,  page  37,  for  some  useful  calculations 
on  such  matters. 

Further  remark  is  useless — and  the  reader  will 
either  laugh  at,  or  be  sorry  for,  these  strange  no- 
tions, according  to  his  humor.  We  have  only  to  add 
a simple  caution  to  the  people,  that  they  look  about 
them  well  before  they  confide  in  new  speculations 
in  the  stodk  of  this  bank,  and  new  puffings  that  are 
made  about  it.  There  is  nothing  like  malice  in  this 
caution— we  are  assured  that  the  general  intere'sts 
of  the  institution  are  now  carefully  protected  and 
promoted,  even,  perhaps,  to  the  detriment  of  the 
public  welfare— but  we  think  it  morally  impossi- 
ble, m the  present  state  of  things,  that  the  stock  of 
the  bank  of  the  United  States  can  really  be  worth 
more  than  its  par  value,  if  s®  much,  supposing  mo- 
ney to  be  worth  six  per  cent.  “It  is  said,”  that  the 
enormous  losses  of  the  bank  will  be  retrieved  by 
.Tanuary  next,  and  that  a dividend  will  then  be 
made.  It  may  be  so.  But  the  charter  will  determine 
by  and  bye,  and  what  will  become  of  all  those  cost- 
ly houses,  &c.  which  are  now  counted  as  capital,  as 
specie  in  the  vaults?  It  is  impossible  that  the  charter 
will  be  renewed,  unless  we  anticipate  a victory 
over  the  people,  by  this  monied  corporation,  that 
we  tremble  to  think  of— wliich  we  cannot  suppose 
more  probable  than  that  the  delectable  director, 
whose  letter  we  published  in  our  last  paper,  should 
become  king  of  North-Arnerica,  because  of  his  love 
tor  the  country. 

P.  S.— Before  we  leave  this  subject,  we  may  ob- 
serve that  the  editor  of  the  “Southern  Patriot”  has 
labored  in  opposition  to  our  remarks  in  the  Rkcis- 
*rEii  of  the  l.st  ultimo,  without,  however,  attempt- 
ing to  impair  the  verity  of  what  we  stated.  We 
are  content  that  the  facts  are  true,  and  the  editor 
of  that  paper  may  explain  them  just  as  he  pleases. 
He  talks  of  the  bonus,  &c.  but  “remembers  to  for- 
get” the  advantages  gained  by  the  bank  in  its  illegi- 
timate— PURCHASED  charter. 


Missouri  Question. 

SPEECH  OF  MU.  BALDWIN,  (OF  PENN.) 

IX  THE  HOUSE  OF  REPRESENTATIVES. 

In  discussing  the  rigb.t  of  congress  to  impose 
tiiis  restriction,  gentlemen  have  confined  them- 
selves to  the  enquiry  whether  the  constitution  af- 
fi.xus  such  firaits  to  our  po'vers  us  the  exer- 


cise of  this:  I think  it  worth  while  to  enquire  whe- 
ther congress  have  not  limited  themselves — though 
it  were  even  doubtful  whether  the  constitution 
gives  this  power,  yet,  I apprehend,  that  if  by  a so- 
lemn treaty,  to  which  the  faith  of  the  nation  is 
pledged,  and  which  has  become  the  stiprem.e  law  of 
the  land,  we  have  agreed  not  to  exercise  this  pow- 
er— or,  if  we  have  already  parted  with  and  delegat- 
ed to  another  legislature,  all  the  powers  ofiiilernai 
legislation,  without  reserving  a control  or  veto  on 
tlieir  acts — if,  in  the  whole  course  of  our  legislation 
for  thirty  years,  there  shall  not  only  not  be  found 
a precedent  for  this  restriction,,  but  it  shall  be 
equally  inconsistent  with  its  principles  and  contra- 
dicted by  the  uniform  practice  of  the  government, 
gentlemen  will  at  least  pause  before  they  assume  it 
now.  To  these  arguments,  drawn  from  tlie  Louisi- 
ana treaty,  which  have  been  so  forcibly  pressed  on 
them,  they  reply  ,,that,  by  the  constitution,  the  ad- 
mission of  new  states  is  a matter  on  which  congress 
alone  can  act — that  the  president  and  senate  have 
no  power  to  bind  us  by  any  treaty-stipulations  in 
relation  to  this  .subject — that  to  be  valid,  that  part 
of  the  treaty  must  be  ratified  by  us.  By  those  wiio 
urge  this  argument,  I hope  it  will  be  admitted,  that 
if  congress  have  once  ratified  this  part  of  the  treaty, 
it  becomes  binding  as  well  on  them  as  on  France 
and  the  people;  that  a new  ratification  by  an}'  suc- 
cessive congress  is  not  necessary.  I beg  them  to 
attend  to  the  act  of  congress,  of  2d  March,  1805,* 
declarijig  that  the  “inhabitants  of  the  territory  of 
Orleans  shall  be  admitted  into  the  union  upon  the 
footing  of  the  oi’iginal  states  in  all  respects  wliat* 
ever,  conformably  to  the  provisions  of  the  third 
article  of  the  treaty  concluded  at  Paris  on  the  30th, 
April,  1803,  between  the  United  States  and  the 
French  republic.”  In  the  latter  clause  there  is  a 
provision  to  guard  against  a declaration  of  my  col- 
league, that,  if  the  people  of  Missouri  vmuld  not 
consent  to  this  restriction,  he  would  reduce  the 
state  to  the  smallest  limits.  No  alteration  of  boun- 
daries “shall  be  made  which  shall  procrastinate  the 
period  for  the  admission  of  the  inhabitants,”  &c. 
When  precedents  are  pressed  on  us,  I must  recom- 
mend this  as  coming  from  ourselves — it  is  the  so- 
lemn ratification  by  the  three  branches  of  the  go^ 
vernraent  of  the  treaty  which  guarantees  the  ad- 
mission of  the  states  formed  out  of  Louisiana,  on 
an  equal  footing  in  all  respects  v/ith  the  original 
states;  it  is  our  own  commentary  on  this  article — I 
hope  it  may  be  considered  as  binding  at  least  on  our- 
selves. Even  tyrants  admit  themselves  bound  by 
their  own  laws;  for  the  honor  of  a republic,  I Iiope 
we  may  not  contend  that  when  national  faith  is 
pledged  we  may  violate  it  with  impunity.  If  there 
ever  was  a time  when  this  nation  ought  to  set  an 
example  of  good  faith,  it  is  tliis — when  vve  are  ap- 
pealing, and  successfully  appealing,  t,o  the  whole 

civilized  world  against  the  perfidy  of  Spain, when 

we  .are  about  engaging  in  a war  to  enforce  the  ful- 
filment of  an  nnrntifed  treaty;  which,  ave  say,  iS 
binding  as  a contract,  and  gives  a right  to  the  ter- 
ritory stipulated  to  be  ceded,  though  that  treatv 
has  not  passed  through  these  forms, — perhaps  is 
not,  in  substance,  such  as  are  necessary  to  give  it  a 
binding  force.  Spain  ^ called  on  to  fulfil  —it  has 
been  recommended  to  you  to  occupy  the  country, 
and  you  may  be  called  on  to  execute  it  by  the  pow- 
er of  the  nation;  yet  in  the  same  session  say,  that 
a treaty  made  seventeen  and  ratified  by  yourselves 
fifteen  years  ag-o,  after  ynu  have  obtained  posses- 
sion of  all  the  rights  .stipulated  in  3'our  favor,  after 


* 3 vol.  D.  650, 
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paying  to  the  foreign  government  all  the  money 
due  toiler,  shall  not  be  valid  to  secure  to  your  oim 
ciiizensUxe  performance  of  the  stipulations  in  their 
favor.  It  is  binding  on  France  to  give  us  the  coun- 
try,— on  usjbr  the  purchase  money,  but  leaves  the 
inhabitants  no  rights  but  such  as  flow  from  your 
sovereign  pleasure.  Sir,  this  is  not  the  guarantee 
which  the  constitution  gives  for  our  national  and 
political  rights^we  hold  them  by  a higher  tenure 
than  your  will — if  their  source  can  be  traced  to  the 
constitution,  a treaty  or  law,  there  are  barriers  in- 
Icrposed  which  you  Cannot  pass  without  destroying 
the  foundations  of  the  government.  No  one  has 
yet  examined  the  relation  in  which  we  stand  to  the 
people  of  Missouri,  and  whether  there  do  not  re- 
sult from  that  relation,  obligations  as  strong  as  those 
from  the  treaty.  To  ascertain  this  we  must  trace 
the  organization  of  territorial  governments.  Though 
it  is  admitted  by  all  that  congress  have,  in  the  first 
instance,  a power  to  legislate  over  the  territories, 
there  is  much  diflerence  of  opinion  as  to  its  source. 
An  eminent  senator,  (Mr.  King),  derives  it  as  an 
incident  to  sovereignty — others  from  that  clause  in 
the  constitution  authorizing  the  congress  to  dispose 
of  and  make  all  needful  rules  and  regulations  re- 
specting the  territory  and  other  property,  &c. 
'i  bis,  I think,  applies  only  to  the  national  domain — 
that  congress  have  no  right  to  regulate  what  they 
cannot  sell  or  dispose  of,  your’s  and  my  personal  and 
political  rights,  or  those  of  communities^  states,  or 
the  people.  The  source  from  which  I derive  the 
power  is,  as  to  the  North-Western  territory,  the 
cession  from  Virginia;  she  had  both  soil  and  sove- 
reignty,—ceded  both  to  us  in  full  dominion, — un- 
limited, except  by  the  terms  of  the  cession  and 
the  getmral  principles  of  the  constitution,  which 
afford  equal  protection  to  ail  within  its  sphere:  so 
of  Louisiana — by  the  cession  from  France,  we  ac-^ 
quired  the  sovereignty  by  the  same  authority  as 
the  soil,  and  hold  both  on  the  same' tenure,  uhtil 
we  part  with  either  or  both.  In  parting  with  a por- 
tion of  the  sovereignty,  which  is  originally  exclu- 
sively vested  in  this  government  by  the  organiza- 
tion of  a local  one,  the  first  grade  is  to  appoint  a 
governor  and  judges;  this  is  done  under  the  authori- 
ty of  congress — the  people  of  the  territory  have  ho 
voice  in  their  appointment;  they  are  authorized  to 
make  laws,  subject  in  all  cases  to  the  revision  and 
veto  of  congress,  to  whom  they  must  be  reported 
from  time  to  time,  for  their  rejection  or  approba- 
tion: the  laws  are  in  force  unless  disapproved  of, 
but  may  be  altered  by  the  legislature.  When  the 
free  white  male  inhabitants  amount  to  five  thou- 
sand, they  are  autiiofized  to  elect  representatives 
to  the  general  assembly,  who  name  ten  persons,  of 
whom  congress  or  the  President  select  five,  who 
compose  tlie  legislative  council.  Two  branches  of 
the  legislature  thus  formedj  they  have  authority  to 
make  laws  in  all  cases  for  the  good  government  of 
the  district,  subject  to  the  veto  of  the  governor,  but 
not  of  congress:  the  only  check  or  control  which 
they  retain  is  in  the  appointment  of  the  govern- 
or and  council.  This  is  the  general  system 
prescribed  by  the  ordinance  of  1787,  which  has 
been  applied  generally  to  tlie  new  states;*  in  Loui- 
siana there  was  a legislative  council  in  the  first 
grade  of  government,  but  in  other  respects  it  con- 
formed to  the  ordinance .-j-  In  admitting  a territory 
to  the  second  grade  of  territorial  government,  the 
general  assembly  is  always  vested  with  universal 
and  unlimited  jiowers  of  legislation.  In  the  case 


of  Missouri  it  is  remarkably  comprehensive — “The 
general  assembly  shall  have  poNver  to  make  laws  iu 
all  cases,  civil  and  criminal,  for  the  good  govern- 
ment of  the  people  of  said  temtory,  not  inconsis- 
tent with  the  constitution  of  the  U.  States.”*  As 
to  legislation  for  all  internal  purposes,  this  confer- 
ed  as  full  powers  as  any  state  possessed;  the  only 
difference  between  a state  and  territorial  govera- 
ment  of  the  second  grade,  is,  that  in  the  latter, 
congress  appoint  the  governor,  judges  and  coun-. 
cil,  and  the  territory  is  not  represented  in  the  se- 
nate, and  only  by  a delegate  in  this  house;  but  the 
general  assembly,  once  organized,  has  the  same 
powers  as  a state — congress  have  no  veto  in  either 
case,  and  can  legislate  in  a territory  no  more  than 
in  a state,  except  as  to  the  public  property  for 
federal  purposes,  or  on  subjects  over  which,  in  the 
acts  organizing  the  territorial  governments,  they 
have  retained  a control.  It  would,  indeed,  be  in- 
consistent with  the  first  principles  of  a republican 
government,  that  a power  once  delegated  without 
reserve  or  condition,  could  at  pleasure  be  revoked, 
resumed  or  exercised,  concurrently,  by  both  con- 
gress and  a local  legislature.  While  this  law  for 
admitting  Missouri  to  the  second  grade  of  govern- 
ment is  in  force,  their  general  assembly  has  univer-; 
sal  powers  of  legislation;  if  congress  can  interfere 
in  this,  they  can  in  any  other'  subject  of  internal 
policy— a penal  code,  the  rules  of  evidence,  the 
descent  of  property,  recording  of  deeds,  See.  It 
would  be  absurd  to  contend  that  there  is*a  concur- 
rent power-  of  legislation — which  law,  in  that  case, 
is  to  prevail?  Both  are  made  by  the  same  authority; 
one  directly,  the  other  by  delegation:  it  would  be 
a gross  violation  of  our  plighted  legislative  faith. 
In  the  first  grade  of  government  there  is  a veto 
reserved,  in  the  second  none;  there  is  notice  in 
one  case,  none  in  the  other.  The  best  evidence 
that  congress  intended  to  part  with  their  wliole 
power  as  to  internal  policy  is,  that  the  laws  passed 
by  the  general  assembly  need  not  be  reported  to 
them,  as  in  the  the  case  of  those  made  by  the  go- 
vernor and  judges.  I never  expected  to  be  obliged 
to  contend  on  this  floor,  that  we  could  not  govern 
a people  whom  we  had  authorized  to  govern  them- 
selves,— that  the  powers  of  self-government  were 
revokable  at  pleasure,  even  without  a repeal  of  the 
law  whicli  conferred  them — that  there'  should  be 
on  our  statute  book  a law  telling  to  the  people  of 
Missouri,  you  are  free,  you  may  govern  yourselves, 
your  representatives  may  make  laws  in  all  cases, 
civil  and  criminal,  for  your  good  government— but 
with  this  law  in  force  we  will  govern  you  as  we 
please.  If  the  high  powers  of  legislation,  of  self- 
government,  can  be  revoked  at  will — if  we  are  not 
bound  by  our  own  acts  and  laws,  I think  tliat  in  cur 
zeal  to  make  slaves  free,  we  make  freemen  slaves. 
The  essence  of  freedom  is  self-government  by 
representatives:  tyranny,  in  being  governed  by 
those  who  do  not  represent  us.  There  is  no  con- 
nection between  us  and  the  people  of  Missouri — 
they  are  now  governed  by  their  own  representa- 
tives; yet  we  are  now  asserting  a principle  capable 
of  no  limitation  as  to  internal  policy  or  regulation, 
until  we  reach,  as  my  colleague  says,  the  point 
when  Missouri  will  be  no  longer  lit  to  associate  with 
other  states;  or,  as  the  gentleman  from  New-York 
tells  you,  bring  lier  rights  to  annihilation.  If  tins 
principle  of  the  right  of  congress  to  exercise  legis- 
lative powers  in  an  organized  territory  is  constitu- 
tional, why  may  they  not  exercise  them  in  a state? 
If  the  powers  of  self-government  may  be  revoked 


* 1 vol.  p.  476,  7,  &-C. 
3 vol.  p.,604. 
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as  to  Missouri,  they  may  in  Illinois.  A state  govern- 
ment  is  but  one  grade  in  advance  of  a territorial 
one,  it  equally  owes  its  existence  to  our  laws;  and 
I know  of  no  legal  principle  which  makes  any  dif- 
ference in  their  binding  force.  If  a charter  is  grant- 
ed to  a borough,  bank,  turnpike,  or  insurance  corn- 
pany,  there  is  always  authority  to  make  by-laws. 
The  legislative  history  of  the  country  does  not  af- 
ford an  instance  of  a revocation  of  one  of  those 
charters,  or  an  exercise  by  legislation  of  powers 
delegated  to  those  petty  corporations.  In  the  Dart- 
mouth College  case,  decided  at  the  last  supreme 
court,  this  principle  was  fully  settled.  A charter 
was  granted  to  that  college  in  1769,  with  a certain 
number  of  trustees;  in,  say  1814,  the  legislature  of 
New-Hampshire  added  to  the  number  of  the  trus- 
tees without  the  consent  of  the  old  ones : the  court 
decided  that  the  latter  law  was  unconstitutional 
and  void.  If  it  was  incompetent  for  the  supreme 
power  of  a state  to  even  add  to  the  number  of  a 
board  of  trustees,  for  literary  purposes — if  they 
could  not  thus,  in  a matter  not  destructive  of  the 
objects  of  the  corporation,  or  the  substantial  rights 
of  the  corporators,  interfere  at  all — if  the  coivstitu- 
tion  of  the  country  thus  throws  a guai^d  round  all 
the  small  incorporations— if  the  universal  opinion 
and  practice  of  the  country  thus  holds  them  sacred 
and  protects  their  rights,  not  only  from  destruction 
but  invasion,  interference  and  concurrent  regula- 
tion-can it  be  possible  that  a whole  nation- is  to  be 
disfranchised,  that  seventy  thousand  people,  who 
have  now  under  your  own  laws  and  a solemn  treaty, 
the  rights  of  self-government,  Ihe  right  i&  create  the 
:-  ame  petty  corporations  ‘which  -would  be  protected  by 
the  supreme  court  of  the  union  from  even  your  control, 
are  yet  not  protected  in  their  rights?  For  eight 
years  they  have  enjoyed  the  rights  of  election  and 
been  governed  by^tlieir  own  legislature.  You  have 
not  the  power,  sir,  to  bring  them  under  your  so- 
vereign power — under  laws  which  you  may  please 
to  make  for  them.  You  may  as  well  revoke  your 
grants  of  land  as  of  political  power— the  latter  are 
indeed,  the  most  sacred  and  precious;  both  are  held 
under  legislative  grants— some  of  our  dearest  rights 
are  derived  from  laws,  not  the  constitution, — the 
writ  of  habeas  corpus;  but  once  granted,  they  be- 
come inviolable  and  imprescriptible.  It  is  my  prin- 
ciple to  enforce  obedience  to  the  laws,  but  there 
are  rights  of  that  kind  which  rise  above  discussion 
and  swell  beyond  argument — if  invaded  by  legisla- 
tive power,  1 would  repel  the  usurpation  by  force.* 

If  in  the  exercise  of  this  power  there  could  be 
any  rule  laid  down,  which  would  define  the  cases 
where  Congress  could  interfere,  after  parting  with 
general  powers  of  legislation,  there  would  be  less 
danger  in  the  imposing  of  this  restriction;  but  its 

* There  are  no  rights  of  which  a free  people  are 
so  tenacious  as  political:  of  suffrage,  self-govern- 
ment, representation.  The  revocation  of  the  char- 
ters of  some  of  the  English  cities,  was  one  main 
cause  of  their  revolution.  In  the  declaration  of 
independence,  our  complaint  against  the  king  is 
“for  taking  away  our  charters,  abolishing  our  most 
valuable  laws,  and  altering  fundamentiJly  the  forms 
of  our  government.-’  Would  not  the  people  of 
Missouri  say  this  with  truth  to  us,  if  we  legislate 
within  her  jurisdiction  on  matters  delegated  to 
them?  In  another  part  of  the  same  instrument,  it 
is  declared  that  “legislative  powers,  incapable  of 
annihilation,  have  returned  to  the  people  at  large 
for  their  exercise.”  Yet  the  powers  here  spoken 
of,  were  conferred  by  a charter  only  from  the  king, 
,npt  by  an  act  of  parliament. 


friends  admit  there  is  none,  and  thus  derive  this 
power  on  the  broad  principle  that  we  may  impose 
any  condition  on  the  admission  of  a state,  compel 
them  to  alter  all  their  institutions,  when  they  are 
now  as  free  and  have  the  same  power  and  rights  as 
any  state  in  the  union;  that  we  may  rightfully  re- 
fuse them  admission,  and  retain  them  in  a colonial 
§tate,  till  they  will  surrender  rights  tvhich  they  en- 
jby  by  our  own  grant  and  charter — whicli  are  se- 
cufed  and  guaranteed  to  them  by  the  treaty  under 
which  this  country  become  a part  of  our  empire, 
subject  to  our  laws.  But  if  you  had  the  po-vver  to 
thus  grant  and  revoke,  create  and  destroy  at  plea- 
sure, political  sovereign  rights  of  the  highest  kind — 
is  it  sound  policy,  will  it  add  to  tlie  real  solid  power 
or  permanence  of  this  government?  Rcmanber,  it 
rests  for  support  not  on  bayonets,  but  Ihe^airection, 
the  confidence  of  the  people — that  its  strength  is 
moral,  not  physical — operating  by  influence,  not 
fear  or  force — efficient,  not  by  the  mere  bond 
which  holds  us  together,  but  by  the  ties  of  mutual 
interest  which  unite  free  and  independent  states. 
Destroy  the  confidence  which  is  now  felt  in  your 
legislative  acts,  your  faith,  your  duty,  to  diffuse  to 
all  alike  the  blessings  of  liberty  and  self-govern- 
ment— you  merit  the  fate  which  is  sure  to  befal  in- 
ordinate ambition.  The  physical  force  of  this  na- 
tion is  in  its  component  parts— there  it  ought  to  be, 
there  it  will  be;  it  is  neither  your  duty  or  right  to 
destroy  or  impair,  but  to  control  and  direct  it  in 
national  emergencies.  If  you  attempt  to  draw 
from  theirs,  to  increase  your  powers,  you  will  find 
that  consolidation  is  weakness — the  destruction  of 
one  involves  all,~adhere  to  the  principles  of  the 
constitution,  the  states  cannot  only  defend  them- 
selves but  you.  The  late  war  was  a striking  illus- 
tration of  this  principle;  here  you  were  defence- 
less and  without  resources — tlie  states  were  sound 
and  vigorous — their  means  ample  and  efficient — 
their  affection  and  patriotism  saved  the  country. 

We  have  heard  much  of  precedents,  have  been 
told  that  for  thirty  years  restrictions  have  been 
imposed  on  new  states — they  have  been  quoted 
from  pamphleteers,  who  seem,  in  writing  on  this 
subject,  to  have  taken  on  themselves  more  than  they 
can  turn  over;  they  have  not  traced  these  to  their 
source — have  looked  only  to  those  acts  which  in  au- 
thorising the  admission  of  new  states  have  enume- 
rated the  conditions — they  have  not  gone  back  to 
the  original  acts  which  imposed  them:  had  they 
have  done  so,  it  would  have  been  found  that  there 
is  not  a solitary  instance,  in  thirty  years,  of  a new 
condition  being  imposed  on  anew  state  at  the  time 
of  her  application  for  admission. — In  every  instance 
they  have  been  imposed  while  congress  retained 
the  powers  of  legislation,  before  the  territory  was 
admitted  to  the  second  grade  of  government,  or  in 
perfect  accordance  with  the  terms  of  the  laws 
which  conferred  on  the  people  the  powers  of  le- 
gislation. There  is  not  an  instance  of  one  act  of 
congress  passed  on  a subject  of  mere  internal  po- 
licy, after  a local  legislature  had  been  organized. 
The  ordinance  of  1787  has  been  relied  on  as  the 
great  source  of  this  power  to  impose  restrictions 
and  conditions  on  new  states — g-entlemen  opposed 
to  the  restriction  liave  felt  themselves  so  pushed  as 
to  deny  its  force  and  to  call  it  an  usurpation.  It 
must  be  a clear  case  before  I could  apply  this  term 
to  an  act  of  the  old  congress,  wliich  has  been  so 
often  sanctioned  by  this.  I fully  and  freely  ad- 
mit its  validity  and  binding  force: — to  ascertain  its 
character  we  must  look  to  the  situation  of  the 
country  to  which  it  applied; — It  was  a wilderness, 
the  Indian  title  not  extinguished,  Virginia  had  ne- 
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ver  taken  possession  of  it,  had  exercised  no  acts 
of  dovereig-nty  over  it,  her  writs  never  run  there, 
she  had  organized  no  courts,  the  United  States  had 
made  no  grant  of  land,  it  was  before  Cutler  and 
Sergeant  or  Simms’  purchase,  there  was  not  an 
individual  settled  there  under  authority  from  Vir- 
ginia or  the  old  congress-four’s  were  the  rights  of 
bonimest;  the  inhabitants  pf  Detroit,  Vincennes  and 
Kaskaskia  settled  under  the  British  and  French  go- 
vernments— they  were  a conquered  people,  had 
no  political  rights:*  this  government  was  under  no 
obligation  to  them,  and  was  free  to  exercise  all 
the  rights  of  sovereignty  as  they  had  acquired  them 
from  Virginia;  on  whom  then  was  usurpation  to 
act?  There  were  no  rights  to  be  usurped.  In 
this  situation,  before  any  power  was  parted  with 
by  congress,  before  any  could  be  conferred  on  the 
people,  the  ordinance  imposed  what  are  called 
conditions — to  secure  religious  liberty,  the  writ 
of  habeas  corpus,  trial  by  jury,  &C.4  the  inhabitants 
to  pay  their  portion  of  taxes — the  legislature  not 
to  interfere  witji  the  primary  disposal  of  the  soil, 
lands  of  the  United  States  not  to  be  taxed,  those 
of  non-residents  not  higher  than  residents,  the  na- 
vigable waters  to  be  common  highways,  free  to  all 
the  citizens  of  the  United  States.  These  were  no 
conditions  on  an  existing  population  or  restraints 
on  an  organized  legislature;  they  w^ere  merely  de- 
claratory of  the  terms  and  conditions  on  which  the 
country  should  be  settled  and  governed.  When 
the  population  amounted  to  60,000,  they  were-  to 
be  admitted  into  the  union  on  an  equal  footing  with 
the  original  states,  <‘There  shall  be  neither  slavery 
nor  involuntary  servitude  within  the  said  territory,” 
&c  In  admitting  into  the  union  the  states  form- 
ed out  of  these  territories,  these  provisions  have 
been  retained  and  inserted  anew  in  the  law,  as  evi- 
dence that  they  continued  in  force  as  part  of  the 
laws  of  the  country,  not  as  conditions  of  their  ad- 
mission— for  they  were  binding  from  the  first  set- 
tlement: they  were  not  so  much  restraints  as  neces- 
sary to  ensure  a re])ubiican  form  of  government, 
the  rights  of  the  public  and  individuals  to  their 
land,  and  the  use  of  public  highways.  These  v/ere 
matters  in  w'hich  coiigress  had  an  interest,  and  were 
not  only  authorized  but  bound  to  place  beyond  the 
control  of  the  new  states.  Tho’  their  admission  was 
bottomed  on  this  ordinance,  yet  it  must  be  under- 
stood as  applicable  to  those  articles  which  were 
permanent  in  their  nature  and  application,  as  well 
to  their  existence  as  states  or  territories.  The  6th 
article,  respecting  slavery,  is  not  so  in  its  terms  and 
l;as  not  been  so  considered  by  congress;  its  bind- 
ing force  is  confined  to  the  territorial  state — such 
is  its  fair  construction  and  such  is  the  construction 
which  no  longer  ago  than  last  session  was  put  upon 
it  by  this  house — not  in  silence  or  without  delibera- 
tion, reflection  and  solemn  argument.  When  the 
constitution  of  Illinois  was  presented  to  us,  it  was 
i'ound  not  to  conform  to  the  ordinance  of  1787,  in 
tlie  exclusion  and  abolition  of  slavery — on  com- 
paring their  provisions  they  were  inconsistent — 
the  gentleman  from  New  York,  who  moved  this 
amendment  last  year,  objected  to  the  admission  of 
Illinois  on  this  account — there  was  a short  but  an 
animated  discussion;  it  was  contended  that  the  or- 
dinance did  not  extend  to  states  and  was  not  bind- 
ing on  them,  so  this  house  decided  by  ci  majority 
of  117f  to  34.  In  the  senate  there  was  ho  objection 
— Illinois  was  admitted;  she  and  Indiana  now  have 


* By  the  cession  from  Virginia  they  were  protect- 
ed in  their  property. 

■ j;>56  froin  the  non-slave  holding  states. 


slaves  and  always  have  had  them:  here  is  a prece- 
dent in  point,  and  I hope  will  not  be  without  its 
weight  in  the  body  which  made  it,  at  least  with 
those  members  whose  names  are  recorded  in  the 
journal  [Journal  1818-19,  page  30,  31],  who  press 
us  so  much  with  precedents  which  have  no  appli- 
cation. I hope  they  have  not  established  one  which 
they  are  unwilling  to  follow.  Precedents  are  tQ 
be  respected  if  settled  deliberately,  and  have  been 
for  a series  of  years  uniform;  but  they  must  have 
a practical  application,  must  grow  out  of  the  same 
or  similar  facts,  must  be  in  their  great  features  the 
same:  such  I admit  the  ordinance  of  1787  to  be,  in 
any  territory  situated  as  the  North  Western  was  at 
the  time  of  its  adoption,  but  it  can  have  no  applica- 
tion to  one  which  was  settled,  containing70,Q00  inha- 
bitants, governed  by  a local  legislature,  for  eight 
years,  in  the  complete,  in  the  full  enjoyment  of  legis- 
lative powers  for  all  tlie  purposes  of  internal  policy. 
Alawmaybe  valid  when  there  are  no  rights  to  beim^ 
paired  in  its  operation  over  a w'ilderness,  but  not  in 
a territory  organized  under  pre-existing  laws  with- 
out control  or  restraint:  Such  is  the  difference  be- 
tween Missouri  and  the  North  Western  territory,— 
Thirty-three  years  ago,  when  the  subject  is  traced 
through  ail  the  acts  of  congress,  i]t  will  be  found 
that  our  course  of  legislation  has  n6t  been  a blind 
one;  it  has  been  for  thirty  years  uniform  and  con- 
sistent; all  conditions  and  restrictions  have  been 
imposed  before  any  local  legislature  has  been  orga- 
nised, while  congress  retained  and  before  they  had 
delegated  their  powers.  As  the  case  of  Louisian^ 
has  been  much  relied  on,  I will  refer  to  that  without 
fatiguing  you  with  examining  the  others — In  1798a 
(vol.  3d,  40,380.)  the  government  of  the  Mississip- 
pi territory  was  directed  to  be  organized  in  all  re- 
spects on  the  same  footing  as  the  ordinance  of  1787» 
except  the  6th  article.  In  1805  (3d,  vol.  649),  that 
of  Orleans  was  directed  to  be  in  all  respects  similas^ 
to  Mississippi,  and  the  ordinance  was  extended  tu 
it  in  all  respects,  except  the  6th  article  and  the 
part  relating  to  descents. — This  brought  all  the  pro- 
visions of  that  ordinance  to  bear  on  this  territory, 
without  any  new  specification  or  recital,  before 
congress  had  parted  with  their  legislative  power^^ 
before  any  general  assembly  was  organized.  In 
authorizing  the  people  to  form  a constitution  in 
1811,  (4  vol.  328),  there  was  no  new  condition  im- 
posed; all  which  are  enumerated  in  this  act  were 
contained  in  the  ordinance  of  1787,  which  had  been 
in  force  since  1805 — one  was  apparently  new  but 
not  really  so;  it  was  that  which  required  them  to 
keep  their  records  and  publish  the  laws  in  the  same 
language  in  which  tbp  laws  of  the  union  were  pro- 
mulgated: it  was  well  remarked  by  the  speaker  that 
this  did  not  prevent  them  from  keeping  and  pub- 
lishing them  likewise  in  the  French  language.  But 
in  looking  at  the  act  of  179Q  (2  vol.  102,  3,)  in  re- 
lation to  records,  judicial  proceedings  and  the  pub- 
lic acts  of  a state,  and  the  act  of  1804  (3d.  vol.  604, 
5),  it  will  appear  clearly  that  it  had  been  imposed 
in  substance,  and  by  necessary  implication,  at  so 
early  a period  as  in  the  first  law  passed  after  we 
took  possession  of  the  country.  The  ordinance  of 
’87  was  never  applied  to  Misfouri,  but  in  the  laws 
organizing  their  government  all  its  provisions  are 
inserted.  Sucli  will  be  found  the  uniform  practice 
of  this  government  without  a single  exception;  a 
solitary  precedent  cannot  be  produced  of  a condi- 
tion imposed  under  circumstances  like  the  present. 
By  looking  only  at  the  laws  which  authorize  the 
people  of  territories  to  form  constitutions  and  state 
governments,  and  not  at  the  original  acts  which 
prescribed  those  conditiops,  the  error  has  arisen  of 
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4'-onsiclei’ing  the  right  of  imposing  restrictions  as 
sanctioned  by  the  uniform  practice  of  this  govern- 
ment. I hope  to  hear  no  more  of  these  pi^eccdeiKS 
as  justifying  this  amendment — I claim  their  benefit 
and  ask  of  this  house  to  be  consistent  with  former 
congresses  -follow  their  course,  restrain  where  you 
have  power  and  before  you  part  with  it — impose 
any  salutary  restrictions  while  you  are  organiz- 
ing your  territories,  guard  and  protect  all  rights 
worthy  of  your  protection,  but  do  not  now,  for 
tiie  first  time  in  the  history  of  our  government, 
stretch  your  own  powers  to  the  destruction  of 
the  rights  of  others,  your  own  faith  and  the  prin- 
ciples of  the  constitution.  When  you  are  called 
on  to  exercise  this  power,  it  is  a sufficient  an- 
swer to  say  you  have  pai’ted  with  and  conferred  it 
on  another  legislature,  which,  acting  within  its  de- 
legated powers,  is  beyond  your  control — as  su- 
preme as  you  are  in  yours.  This  answer  applies 
conclusively  to  any  exercise  of  legislative  powers 
in  a territory,  let  the  original  power  come  from 
either  of  the  sources  whence  it  is  claimed:  if,  as  an 
incident  to  sovereignty,  the  incident  cannot  attach 
after  the  sovereignty  has  ceased  or  been  transferred 
—if,  under  the  authority  to  make  rules  and  regu- 
iatioas,  the  act  of  organizing  a local  legislature 
with  general  powers,  is  a rule  and  regulation,  a con- 
stitutional execution  of  the  authority — it,  by  ces- 
sion from  France,  it  has  been  ceded  to  the  people 
by  congress — so  tha.t  it  ceases  to  be  so  indispensa- 
ble to  enquire  whether  the  constitution  has  lirnited 
our  powers,  it  is  enough  that  we  have  affixed  limits 
ourselves.— 'There  was  a time  when  this  i*estriction 
could  have  been  imposed.  In  1812,  when  Missouri 
was  admitted  to  the  second  grade  of  territorial  go- 
vernment, we  had  the  undoubted  power — I wisliit 
bad  been  then  exercised:  when  that  law  was  under 
discussion  two  of  the  representatives  from  Penn- 
sylvania, one  of  whom  was  lately,  the  other  now'is, 
a member  of  the  senate,  offered  an  amendment 
similar  to  the  one  now  proposed— it  was  debated, 
but  rejected  by  a large  majority.  This  was  evi- 
dence  of  tlie  opinion  of  that  congress  of  the  opera- 
tion of  the  treaty~it  afforded  a renewed  pledge  to 
the  people  that  they  were  left  to  their  own  discre- 
tion, on  this  as  on  all  other  suojects  of  internal  poli- 
cy and  domestic  relations. 

This  restriction  is  called  a compact  and  much  has 
been  said  to  prove  that  states  have  power  to  make 
them.  I freely  admit  that  congress  has-  power  to 
make  compacts  with  old  states,  new  states,  and 
states  in  a state  of  betweenity,  and  States  with  each 
other;  but  they  must  be  on  subjects  where  con- 
gress has  an  interest  in  the  subject  matter— when 
they  relate  to  the  rights  of  the  public,  of  indivi- 
duals,  or  the  terms  on  which  their  lands  are  to  be 
sold  and  a new  territor}^  settled.  T he  compact  cit- 
ed between  us  and  Pennsylvania  was  for  the  sale  of 
the  triangle;  between  ours  and  other  states,  for  the 
settlement  of  boundaries  and  before  the  adoption 
of  the  present  constitution;  between  the  old  and 
liew  states  about  to  be  erected  within  their  boun- 
daries, are  authorised  by  the  express  words  of  the 
constitution.  The  gentleman  from  Ohio  contends 
that  this  bill  contains  a restriction  that  the  stale 
shall  not  tax  lands  for  five  years  after  they  are  sold 
by  the  United  States;  by  examining  it,  it  will  be 
found  to  be  expressly  offered  for  their  free  accept- 
ance or  rejection— if  accepted,  there  is  a commu- 
tation for  this  exemption  from  taxation,  that  5 per 
cent,  of  tlie  whole  proceeds  of  the  sales  are  appro- 
priated for  roads,  certain  sections  in  each  townships 
set  apart  for  schools  or  places  of  worship.  But 
though  rejected  the  state  is  not  to  be  deprived  of 


the  right  of  admission  into  the  union;  The  Unital 
States  have  an  interest  too  in  the  lands,  until  they 
are  paid  for — they  retain  the  fee  simple,  the  pur- 
chaser has  an  equitable  title  which  can  become  per- 
fect only  by  the  payment  of  tlie  purchase  money— 7 
it  is  forfeited  and  the  land  revei  ts  if  not  paid.  But 
in  this  case,  this  condition  is  not  offered  as  a com- 
pact— it  is  compulsory  on  Missouri;  we  declare  to 
her  she  shall  not  be  admitted,  unless  slie  incorpo- 
rates this  provision  into  her  constitution — it  is  not 
agreement  but  force,  by  withholding  from  her  all 
federal  rights.  It  is  not  a subject  in  which  we  have 
any  interest;  it  is  a matter  in  which  every  state  has 
been  left  to  herself;  it  is  a condition  never  before 
offered.  She  claims  admission  under  the  treaty  on 
an  equal  footing  in  all  respects  with  the  original 
states,  conformably  to  the  principles  of  the  federal 
constitution,  which  expressly  secure  to  her  the 
right  IQ  a federal  representation,  place  the  subject 
matter  beyond  ovu’  control  and  would  render  even 
void  a compact  for  their  surrender.  She  asks  you 
for  no  new  powers,  to  confer  on  her  no  new  rights; 
tiie  law  of  1812  secures  internal, — the  treaty,  fede- 
ral rights.  She  only  asks  you  to  redeem  your 
pledge,  fulfil  your  old  treaty  in  good  faith,  not  to 
make  a new  one.  She  asks  to  be  included  within 
the  union,  to  be  permitted  to  sign,  to  become  a 
party  to  the  national  compact — tlie  terms  of  which 
are  explicit,  defining  what  powers  a state  surren- 
ders, reserving  the  residue.* 

In  opposing  this  amendment,  whicli  accords  with 
my  wishes,  my  feelings  and  my  principles,  I must 
not  be  misunderstood.  It  Was  not  my  desire  to 
trespass  on  your  patience — I should  not  have  done 
so  had  not  my  situation  been  a particular  one.  No 
member  of  this  house  has  a stronger  dislike  to  sla- 
very, none  can  Iinve  stronger  or  more'powerful  in- 
I ducements  to  vote  for  this  restriction,  fewer  local, 
personal  or  political  ones  to  vote  against  it;  but 
none  can  be  powerful  enough  to  induce  me  to  act 
when  I am  perfectly  convinced  that  I am  forbidden 
by  the  constitution,  the  treaty  and  our  own  laws.  In 
a question  involving  all  tlie  great  principles  of  our 
government,  mv  conscience  and  my  oath  concerned, 
1 must  be  governed  by  their  dictates.  I ought  to 
have  been  let  alone,  no  one  had  a right  to  question 
my  motives  or  wish  me  to  act  against  my  conviction 
— but  letters  have  been  written  to  my  district  re- 
questing meetings  to  be  called  to  instruct  me,  v/ho 
am  called  “the  only  advocate  for  slavery  in  repub- 
lican Pennsylvania.’^  In  self  defence,  it  is  my  duty 
to  give  my  reasons  and  to  repel  this  charge.  It 
was  painful  enough  for  me  to  be  unable  to  comply 
with  the  unanimous  request  of  the  legislature  of 
my  state,  to  differ  from  perhaps  all  my  colleagues, 
friends  with  whom  it  is  my  pride  and  pleasure  to 
act;  it  was  a ruthless  hand  which  interposed  be- 


*No  new  state  but  Louisiana  has  declared  its 
adoption  of  the  constitution.  If  its  admission  opens 
a negociation  on  matters  of  mere  internal  policy  01* 
federal  rights,  if  it  is  considered  as  any  more  than 
adding  a new  party  to  an  old  contract  which  was  to 
be  uniform  in  its  application,  it  would  seem  neces- 
sary for  each  state  to  adopt  it.  New  states  delegate 
no  powers  to  congress,  the  authority  by  whidi  they 
legislate  for  general  purposes,  by  which  tlieir  laws 
extend  to,  and  are  binding-  on  new  states,  is  not  irom 
a new  compact — b’at  by  tlie  application  of  the  old 
from  the  time  of  admission,  which,  in  itself  ope- 
rates as  a delegation  of  all  the  powers  which  the  old 
states  have  given  wp,  and  none  other.  The  power  to 
admit  new  states  is  fullyexecuted  by  their  being^ad- 
mitted — in thejform  aud  manner  sanctioned  by  usage. 
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in  een  me  and  my  neighbors,  at  home,  to  instruct 
me  to  violate  ray  oath.  Sir,  1 am  no  advocate  for 
slavery,  and  when  there  is  the  power,  no  one  will 
go  further  or  more  cheerfully  to  abolish  it.  It  must 
be  remembered  that  we  did  not  form  the  constitu- 
tion, but  found  d adopted  as  a rule  for  our  conduct, 
a guide  to  our  powers,  the  charter  Which  gave  us 
existence.  If  it  is  my  painful  duty  to  be  obliged 
40  depart  from  what  now  seems  to  be  the  opinion 
of  our  legislature,  it  is  a satisfaction  to  feel  my- 
•,relf  following  what  it  w^^S  in  1815,  on  the  same  sub- 
ject-slavery, slave  representation  and  conditions 
on  the  admission  of  new  states.  In  1814,  during 
our  struggle  for  existence  with  a powerful  enemy, 
the  Hanford  ConvejUion^  for  political  purposes,  aim- 
ed at  the  existence  of  our  government— recom- 
mended to  the  several  states  amendments  to  the 
constitution  to  effect  the  same  objects  which  are  to 
be  accomplished  by  this  amendment.  The  consti- 
tution was  hot  then  even  in  their  opinion  .strong 
♦■noiigh — it  was  necessary  to  amend  it,  to  give  this 
power  to  congress.  Now',  that  the  proposition 
comes  forward  under  the  speciou.s  garb  of  religion, 
morality  and  philanthropy,  it  seems  that  our  consti- 
tutional powers  cah  be  stretched  to  the  proper 
point.  Among  other  propositions  of  the 
^Conventions  submitted  to  our  legislature  for  their 
'concurrence,  were  the  following: 

“That  representatives  and  direct  taxes  should  be 
apportioned  among  the  states  according  to  the 
iiumber  of  free  persqns.” 

“ That  no  new  state  should  be  admitted  without 
the  concurrence  of  two  thirds  of  both  houses  of 
(pongress,” 

The  report  of  the  committee  of  the  senate,  which 
was  unanimously  adopted  by  both  branches,  is  well 
worthy  perusal;  on  the  slave  representation  it  is 
both  able  and  conclusive:  I will  read  that  part  which 
j-elatesto  the  admission  of  new  states  (Niles!  Regis- 
ter, 8 vol.  page  67,  from  the  \yords  “the  existence 
of  new  states— to  “improvement”  in  the  top  of  the 
second  column.)  This  is  a Pennsylvania  precedent 
Wortliy  of  the  serious  consideration  of  her  repre- 
sentatives; then  it  was  her  opinion  that  new  terms 
of  admi.ssion  could  notbe  prescribed,  that  it  w'asnot 
in  the  power  and  did  not  depend  on  the  discretion 
of  congress  to  go  beyond  the  tenor  of  tlie  original 
stipulations  made  with  the  people  of  the  territory. 

J believe  it  yet  to  be,  their  opinion  if  the  question 
was  fairly  stated.  I speak  with  perfect  respect  of 
the  legislature,  but  the  person  who  drew  the  pre- 
•arable  to  their  resolution  has  not  stated' the  question 
fairly:  He  asserts— that  “a  measure  was  ardently 
supported  in  the  last  congi'ess,  and  will  be  as  ear- 
nestly urged  during  the  existing  session,  a measure 
in  brief  which  proposes  to  spread  the  crimes  and 
cruellies  of  slavery  from  the  banks  ofthe  Mississip- 
pi to  the  shores  of  the  Pacific.”  Sir,  there  was  no 
?uch  measure  proposed  at  the  last  or  the  present 
isession;  there  is  none  such  now  before  you.  The 
bill  for  the  admission  of  Missouri  contains  no  such 
provision, 'it  leaves  this  like  all  other  subjects  of  in- 
ternal policy,  to  be  regulated  by  the  peiiple  as  it  is 
regulated  in  all  the  states,  new  and  old — as  we  said 
last  year  that  Illinois  migb.t  regulate  it.  The  word 
extension  of  slavery  has  become  very  common;  yet 
it  is  known  to  have  existed  in  Missouri  from  iis  first 
settlement  and  during  the  sixteen  years  it  has  been 
in  our  possession;  it  existed  in  1812,  when  it  was'in 
your  power  to  abolish  and  refused— it  is  now  sanc- 
tioned and  protected  by  every  obligation  which 
(ban  bind  a government  to  tlie  people.  Bat  it  will 
be  your  fault  if  it  does  extend  beyond  the  propos- 
ed boundaries  of  Missouri;  north  and  west  the  coun- 


try is  a wilderness,  the  Indian  title  is  unextinguish> 
ed,  you  have  the  same  full  powers  of  sovereignty  as 
were  cecled  by  France,  unembarrassed  by  any  trea- 
ty or  legislative  act.  There  are  no  people  to  whom 
you  have  imparted  powers,  or  on  whom  you  have 
conferred  any  rights — there  are  none  but  your 
own.  That  part  ofthe  territory  is  in  the  same  situa-^ 
tion  as  the  northwestern  at  the  time  of  the  ordi- 
nance, and  1 cordially  hope  we  shall  all  join  in 
following  their  example  in  meeting  where  our  fa- 
thers met.  The  people  of  the  south  need  not  be 
alarmed — they  were  not  alarmed  in  1787,  but 
unanimously  consented  to  the  ordinance.  1'he  pro- 
posed restriction  on  the  new  territories  impairs  no 
rights,  political  or  of  property — it  goes  no  further 
than  the  ordinance.  It  is  called  a compromise — 
the  term  is  misapplied,  it  surrenders  or  impairs  no 
existing  right;  but  points  out  the  true  line  of  consti- 
tutional power  consistently,  and  supported  by  an 
uniform  series  of  legislation  for  more  than  thirty 
years.  On  this  subject  I am  liappy  in  having  had 
an  opportunity  of  recording  my  vote  against  the 
extension,  in  favOr  of  the  re.striction  of  slavery  in 
th  e new  territories  over  which  we  have  the  pow  erj 
this  vote  shews  who  are  not  the  advocates  of  slavery, 
who  will  stop  it  when  they  can  by  the  execution  ot 
our  acknowledged  constitutional  pp\yers. 

It  is  not  improper  even  in  this  stage  of  this  de- 
bate, to  state  the  question  before  us.  Missouri 
claims  adrhissiqn  under  the  treaty  and  constitution, 
no  objections  are  made  except  on  the  subject  of 
slavery;  it  is  admitted  that  her  population  is  suffi- 
cient, but  the  attempt  is  made  to  exclude  her  un- 
less a provision  is  inserted  in  her  constitution,  eman« 
cipating  the  issue  of  slaves  now  there,  and  those  who 
may  hereafter  be  brought  into  the  state;  to  make  this 
irrevocable,  by  being  the  fundamental  condition  on 
which  alone  shd  shall  be  allowed  to  enjoy  a partici- 
pation in  the  blessings  of  this  government.  It  is 
not  asserted  as  a rig'ht  in  congress  to  legislate  di- 
rectly  on  this  sub  ject— no  one  has  offered  a law  to 
abolish  slavery  in  Missouri;  by  our  ovvn  authority, 
this  mode  is  resorted  to  as  a means  of  compelling 
the  people  to  do  what  it  seems  we  have  not  the 
power  to  effect  otherwise  than  by  condition.  This 
opens  a new  source  of  legislative  powers  of  the 
most  dangerous  kind,  because  they  are  in  their  na- 
ture perfectly  undefined.  Legislation  by  condition 
is  of  all  others  perhaps  the  most  dangerous;  when 
we  have  not  the  direct  power,  it  will  lead  to  all 
kinds  of  bartering  and  huckstering  to  attempt  to 
assume  it  by  conditions,  as  the  price  on  which  we 
will  do  an  act  of  justice  or  favor.  It  is  a mode  un- 
known to  the  constitution  which  gives  powers  di- 
rectly when  it  gives  them  at  all — by  these  means  it 
may  be  so  modified  by  condition  as  to  take  from  it 
all  its  most  valuable  features,  and  shape  it  to  meet 
the  various  bargains  which  may  be  made  to  increase 
or  diminish  the  subjects  of  its  jurisdicvipn.  No  case 
can  more  strikingly  illustrate  this  danger  than  the 
amendment  now  on  your  table;  it  seems  to  me  to  be 
not  only  not  authorised  by  the  constitution,  but  ab- 
solutely and  expressly  prohibited;  it  aims  at  the 
principle  of  representation,  which  is  not  only  most 
clearly  defined  in  its  operation  but  guarded  with,  a- 
care  not  only  peculiar  but  exclusive,  a care  applied 
to  no  other  provision.  All  other  parts  may  be 
amended  in  the  manner  pointed  out  in  the  5th  arti- 
cle, at  any  time;  but  for  20 years,  it  is  placed  beyond 
the  power  of  even  a convention  to  alter  or  amend 
that  part  which  relates  to  the  census  or  enumeration 
prescribed  in  the  second  and  ninth  sections  ot  the: 
first  article.  The  representation  in  the  senate  is 
forever  protected  unless  by  the  consent  ot  the 
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State.  This  is  unequivocal  evidence  that  this  was  a 
subject  of  all  others  which  the  convention  thought 
most  dangerous  to  the  permartence  of  the  g’overn- 
ment.  The  adjustment  of  representation  in  both 
branches  was  the  most  difficult  task — it  was  a great 
national  compromise  on  which  the  constitution 
was  built — without  which  it  could  never  have 
been  formed,  and  with  the  destruction  of  whicli  it 
must  fall.  It  extended  to  the  old  and  then  existing 
as  well  as  the  new  states,  and  that  not  by  implica- 
tion but  express  words,  “among  the  several  states 
which  may  be  included  within  this  union.”  I’o  con- 
bne  it  to  the  old  states,  gentlemen  must  strike  these 
'words  from  the  constitution;  while  tliey  remain 
there,  their  construction  contradicts  its  explicit  lan- 
guage. 'The  words  of  the  constitution  are  impera- 
tive— there  is  no  discretion  in  congress.  “Repre- 
sentatives and  direct  taxes  shall  be  apportioned.” 
As  soon  as  a state  is  included  in  the  union,  her  right 
to  federal  representation  becomes  absolute.  If  you 
impose  a condition  that  it  sliail  be  only  on  her  free 
population,  when  the  constitution  says  it  shall  be  on 
three  fifths  of  the  slaves— she  claims  the  benefit  of 
that  provision  which  says  yes,  your  condition  says 
no— thus,  in  direct  collision  with  the  constitution, 
your  condition  must  give  way.  This  amendment 
does  not  in  terms  contradict  the  constitutional  in- 
juclion,  but  it  does  it  in  substance  in  the  most  effec- 
tual manner,  by  taking  away  and  destroying  the 
subject  matter  on  which  it  can  operate.  You  can- 
not destroy  or  impair  the  principle  directly,  but  de- 
feat its  application  by  this  new  mode  oflegislating 
by  condition.  The  parts  ©f  the  constitution  on 
which  this  restriction  has  been  placed,  have  been 
too  ably  discussed  for  me  to  trouble  you  with  my 
ideas.  But  tp  settle  the  general  principles  of  Con- 
struction, it  is  all  important  they  ought  to  be  at 
rest.  My  political  principles  have  ever  taught  me 
to  take  this  instrument  as  we  received  it  from  its 
founders,  as  we  are  told  in  the  Revelations  to  take 
the  book  of  the  prophecy— “If  any  man  shall  add 
tinto  these  things,  if  any  man  shall  take  away  from 
the  words  of  this  book” — I will  npt  repeat  the 
curse.  This  is  the  rule  by  which  this  book  of  the 
constitution  is  to  be  examined:  Add  nothing  to  it, 
take  nothing  from  it,  interpolate  no  construction  or 
implied  powers;  take  nothing  from  it  by  calling  an 
express  power  an  use  or  purpose — give  to  every 
word  its  full  meaning,  do  not  narrow  or  fritter  it 
down  by  refinement.  This,  sir,  is  the  practical 
common  sense  meaning  of  it,  as  understood  by 
the  people  at  the  time  of  jts  adoption.  By  looking 
at  it  they  could  tell  whiat  powers  were  surren- 
dered and  what  were  retained.  There  was  then, 
there  Is  yet,  an  almost  instinctive  feeling,  result- 
ing from  an  implied,  tacit,  general  understand- 
ing, that  this  was  a government  of  limited  pow- 
ers, clearly  defined  in  the  constitution.  At  all 
times  when  a power  is  claimed  by  congress,  the 
general  question  is,  in  what  part  of  the  constitu- 
tion is  it  contained? — not  whether  it  i§  necessa- 
ry, proper  or  expedient.  The  universal  under- 
standing of  the  country  has  been,  that  the  constitu- 
tion was  made  to  g’ive  new  powers  to  congress,  not 
merely  to  impose  restraints  on  pre-existing  ones  or 
those  resulting  from  general  sovereignty;  this  ne- 
cessarily results  from  the  principle  of  delegation,  a 
confering  of  a part  from  the  supreme  source  of 
power,  the  people.  The  rest  is  retained.  The 
people  of  this  country  never  have  nor  never  will 
submit  to  the  doctrine  of  implied  constuctive  pow- 
ers; theirassiimption  by  congress  has  always  created 
Go.nvulsions;  it  always  will,  because  they  are  felt  as 


a violation  of  the  public  faith,  as  usurpations  of  the 
creature  from  the  creator. 

The  sedition  act  caused  such  agitations  through- 
out this  nation  that  it  was  the  main  cause  of  a ra- 
dical change  in  the  administration.  The  people 
would  not  bear  it;  in  its  operation  it  did  not  pro- 
duce oppression — it  had  a “beneficent  object  in 
view,”  the  punishment  of  falsehood;  it  did  not  af- 
fect the  publication  of  truth.  You  and  I,  sir,  have 
no  objection  to  the  punishment  of  lying,  but  would 
protest  against  the  assumption  of  the  power  by  a 
tribunal  who  could  only  efi’ect  this  purpose  by  a 
violation  of  the  constitution.  We  abhor  slavery, 
but  cannot  consent  to  its  abolition  by  a body  who 
are  forbidden  to  act  on  it.  The  charter  of  a bank 
caused  a great  excitement,  which  has  been  increas- 
ed by  its  renewal;  here  you  see  the  efiect  of  the 
assumption  of  constructive  powers — and  thi.s  sub- 
ject gives  me  the  opportunity  of  saying,  that  it  is 
not  the  doctrine  of  Pennsylvania  that  congress 
have  any  implied  powers.  I am  here  asserting  her 
principles,  obeying  the  instruction  of  her  legisla- 
ture, sent  to  me  this  session  on  this  subject.  It  is 
not  my  fault  that  I cannot  obey  them  all.  1 must 
select  those  most  consistent  with  her  general  and 
uniform  principles,  the  oldest.  She  not  only  de- 
nies the  powers  of  congress  to  charter  a bank,  but 
has  directed  an  appeal  to  be  made  to  the  states  to 
prevent  its  exercise,  and  has  requested  her  repre- 
sentatives here  to  use  their  exertions  to  procure 
the  adoption  of  such  an  amendment.  Ohio,  Ken- 
tucky, Virginia,  Tennessee,  and  perhaps  some 
others,  have  agreed  to  it.  Ohio  speaks  still  loud- 
er— she  not  only  taxes  but  collects  a tax  from  the 
branches  of  this  bank.  This  is  evidence  of  the  na- 
tional sentiment  on  implied  powers— it  is  in  acr 
cordance  with  the  constitution  itself;  and  this  sen- 
timent  will  grow — every  r^ear’s  experience  shews 
the  danger  of  using  powers  not  delegated.  This 
question  should  be  an  awful  warning  to  us:  in  what 
a state  is  the  country — in  what  a state  are  we  here 
— why  is  there  such  unusual  agitation  and  anxiety? 
At  the  opening  of  this  Session,  the  eyes  of  the  peo- 
ple were  turned  to  us  with  unusual  expectation; 
all  the  great  interests  of  the  nation  in  relation  to 
revenue,  commerce,  manufactures,  bankrupt  law, 
foreign  affairs,  were  before  us — we  are  now  at  the 
close  of  the  third  month  of  the  session — not  one  of 
these  subjects  have  been  acted  on — all  have  been 
neglected,  abandoned  as  not  deserving  our  atten- 
tion: every  thing  is  absorbed  in  this,  which  derives 
not  its  importance  from  its  mere  subject  matter, 
but  the  mighty  principles  it  brings  under  discus- 
sion. It  is  an  awful  question — ^your  attention  to  it 
so  long,  the  dreadful  agitation  it  has  excited,  are 
indications  that  the  fate  of  the  government  de- 
pends on  it.  It  is  whether  there  are  any  limits  to 
pur  powers;  whether  there  is  any  tie  which  binds 
us  to  the  people;  whether  laws,  treaties,  or  the 
constitution,  can  restrain  us— or  w'e  may  assume 
powers  as  broad  as  our  discretion,  unlimited  as  our 
opinion  of  their  expediency,  boundless  as  the  neces- 
sity which  we  may  create,  as  an  apology  for  their 
assumption, 

I do  not  understand  the  meaning  of  the  word  ne- 
cessity, in  legislation;  it  means  any  tiling  or  nothing: 
I want  a measure,  and  say  it  is  nece.ssary — you  do 
not  want  and  deny  both  its  necessity  and  propriety. 
Before  we  part,!  shall  tell  the  gentleman  from  Vir- 
ginia, (Mr.  Randolph),  that  it  is  necessary  to  protect 
manufactures — he  will  deny  the  whole  hypothesis; 
if,  then,  implied  powers  are  to  be  used  because 
there  is  a necessity,  by  wliose  opinion  or  what  rule 
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will  you  test  them.'*  We  can  agree  as  to  what  is 
contained  in  the  constitution,  but  cannot  as  to  what 
ought  to  be  there — what  is  proper  and  necessary. 
That  its  framers  did  not  intend  that  new  sources  of 
power  should  be  opened  by  construction — that  the 
parties  to  its  ratification  did  not  so  intend  it,  is  ma- 
nifest from  this — all  the  important  powers  necessa- 
ry  to  put  this  government  into  operation,  to  give  it 
strength,  vigor  and  permanency,  are  expressly  de- 
legated; but  they  are  guarded  by  checks  in  the 
same  instrument,  and  the  amendments,  which  are 
a part.  But  to  constructive  powers  there  are  none; 
perfectly  undefined,  they  are  incapable  of  limita- 
tion or  control,  except  by  the  same  discretion 
which  brings  them  into  existence:  the  safety  of  the 
people,  the  security  of  the  states,  rests  not  in  the 
great  charter,  but  your  pleasure — your  opinion  of 
what  is  proper  and  necessary.  When  a power  is 
claimed  which  is  admitted  by  its  advocates  to  be 
capable  of  no  limitation  but  your  discretion,  your 
opinion  of  its  necessity,  propriety,  or  expediency, 

■ — words  which  mean  any  thing  or  nothing,  I at 
once  deny  it  as  not  contained  in  but  subversive  of 
the  constitution — as  inconsistent  with  its  vital  prin- 
ciples. Taxation,  the  all-important  power,  must 
be  uniform— its  application  is  prescribed;  but  there 
can  be  no  bounds  to  this  claim  to  interfere  with  the 
internal  policy  of  a state;  it  applies  to  one  as  well 
as  to  another  subject-r-to  all  as  well  as  anyone.  It 
is  not  to  be  believed  that  the  states  should,  in  the 
tenth  amendment,  declare  all  powers  not  delegated 
reserved  to  them  or  the  people,  yet  leave  their 
whole  internal  policy,  their  domestic  relations,  at 
your  mercy.  Their  regulation  formed  none  of  the 
objects  of  the  confederacy— states  could  regulate 
their  internal  affairs,— but  it  was  necessary  to  cre- 
ate a government  to  whom  should  be  confided  the 
foreign,  general  and  federal  concerns,  such  as  re- 
lated to  the  whole,  not  to  any  one  part.  I admit 
that  when  a measure  comes  home  to  our  feelings  i 
of  humanity  and  philanthropy,  there  are,  strong  ' 
temptations  to  the  exercise  of  a power — we  feel  ‘ 
desirous  of  finding  it  somewhere: — there  is  no  sub-  < 
ject  on  which  we  ought  to  be  more  guarded.  Pre-  1 
cedents  will  not  be  without  their  influence;  you  i 
find  them  relied  on  to  support  this  amendment — i 
observe  their  progress,  the  danger  of  adopting  j 
them:  you  are  called  upon  to  impose  this  restric-  i 
tion  on  Missouri,  because  the  ordinance  of  1787  1 
imposed  it  on  the  North  Western  territory;  yet  one  t 
was  a wilderness — Missouri  is  a settled  territory, 
organized  and  governing  itself:  you  imposed  them  t 
in  relation  to  public  lands,  &c.  therefore  it  is  said  > 
you  may  impose  this — if  you  can  impose  one  con-  1 
dition  you  may  another — if  on  one  subject,  on  all  f 
alike.  Can  there  be  a more  dangerous  principle  i 
which  thus  leads  you  to  enquire  not  what  the  con-  t 
stitution  authorizes,  but  what  congress  have  donei’  i 
Not  to  make  that  instrument,  but  our  own  legisla-  1 
tion,  the  test,  the  evidence,  the  boundary  of  our  ' 
power.^  You  begin  by  implying  a power  from  the  r 
constitution,  by  a doubtful,  far-stretched  construe-  1 
tion,  that  becomes  as  supreme  and  less  limited  than  c 
an  express  one, — from  that  you  imply  another,  c 
equally  supreme  with  the  first  implication,  equally  t 
necessary  and  proper;  that  begets  another^ — thus  c 
you  go  on,  indefinitely,  adding  implication  to  im-  t 
plication,  construction  to  construction;  each  new  c 
implied  power  the  centre  of  a new  system,  the  f 
germ  of  new  ones,  like  wire-grass,  taking  root  at  s 
every  joint,  each  root  prolihc  of  scions,  each  point-  t 
ing  to  the  original  stalk,  forming  a part  of  the  ori-  r 
ginal  system.  Your  constitution  will  soon  remind  t 
iis  of  the  genealogical  tables  in  Blackstone’s  com-  t 


mentaries — like  the  common  ancestor,  John  Stiles^, 
propositus,  placed  so  high  in  the  table,  you  cannot 
see  him;  his  descendants,  their  childrens*  children 
even  to  the  twentieth  generation,  branching  out 
till  they  would  cover  these  walls:  their  featui^es  or 
affinity  could  be  traced  or  recognized,  not  by  their 
resemblance,  but  only  by  their  reference  to  the 

common  stock.  This  is  no  fanciful  comparison 

the  case  cited  by  my  colleague  shews  it  to  be  found- 
ed in  fact;  he  relies  on  the  precedent  of  the  bank 
as  authorizing  this  amendment.  It  will  be  instruc- 
; tive  to  trace  this  doctrine  of  constructive  powers  in 
the  history  of  this  institution:  when  it  v/as  first 
chartered,  it  was  thought  an  assumption  of  power; 
the  right  to  create  corporations,  to  grant  charters,' 
could  not  be  found  in  the  constitution,  but  it  was 
necessary  and  proper:  when  the  charter  expired 
it  was  neither  necessary,  proper,  or  constitutional 
to  renew  it.  In  creating  the  present,  it  was  neces^ 
sary  and  proper  that  the  charter  should  be  sold— 
1,500,000  dollars  were  paid  in  consideration  of  the 
exclusive  privilege:  there  is  a new  implication;  a 
' charter  is  granted,  not  because  necessary  for  the 
operations  of  government,  but  because  we  were 
paid  for  it — we  received  our  price  and  closed  out^ 
bargain.  This  is  a specimen  of  legislation  by  con- 
dition, bargaining,  traficking,  huckstering.  I had 
never  before  thought  that  the  powers  of  this  go- 
vernment depended  on  the  price  to  be  paid  on 
their  exercise;  but  a third  implication  was  necessary 
and  proper.  Future  congresses  might  not  like  this 
bargain,  but  wish  to  make  their  own — they,  too, 
might  be  disposed  to  sell  charters;  to  prevent  this, 
in  violation  of  the  first  principles  of  legislation, 
which  forbids  one  legislature  from  doing  an  act  deV 
rogatory  to  the  powers  of  succeeding  ones,  the 
charter  contains  a clause  intended  to  give  it  life 
and  continuance,  but  which,  in  my  opinion,  contains 
the  principle  of  its  destruction.  Future  congresses 
are  bound  up  for  twenty  years  to  grant  no  other 
charter  to  any  other  bank;  thus  not  only  creating 
and  selling  a bank  charter,  but  a monopoly  for  twen- 
ty years.  Monopolies  are  odious  in  free  countries; 
the  sale  of  them  is  certainly  a new  feature,  if  not 
in  the  constitution,  at  least  in  the  practice  of  ouf 
government,  even  if  called  for  by  the  public  exi- 
gencies;  and  if  this  fails  in  effecting  the  objects  of 
its  creation,  and  for  this  exclusive  monopoly  the 
faith  of  the  nation  is  pledged,  will  the  friends  of 
this  bank  say  whether  this  charter  is  repealable? 
They  are  authorized  to  make  by-laws — is  that  au- 
thority  revokable?  If  not,  will  they  tell  me  by 
what  authority  you  now  claim  to  make  laws  for 
Missouri,  after  giving  her  a charter  to  make  them 
for  herself  P or,  are  the  high  powers  of  legislation 
and  self-government,  revokable  at  your  pleasure 
the  faith  of  a nation  only  pledg’ed  to  protect  pecu- 
niary rights.'*  Are  the  free  people  of  n territory  to 
become  your  slaves — monied  monopolists  the  fa- 
vored, the  exclusive  objects  of  your  protection? 
rights  to  be  secured  in  an  inverse  ratio  to  their  va- 
lue.i*  With  this  pledge,  legislative  ceased  and  judi- 
cial implication  began;  the  supreme  court  have  not 
only  declared  the  charter  valid,  but  have  decided 
that  the  bank  has  some  exemptions  and  privileges 
of  a kind  so  universal  as  to  become  subversive  of 
the  rights  of  the  states — that  tlie  corporate  stock 
of  the  bank  cannot  be  taxed  or  tlie  corporation  com- 
pelled to  contribute  their  share  to  the  burthens  of 
state  governments.  As  this  government  had  a right 
to  create  it,  it  has  the  power  to  protect  the  corpo. 
ration — if  states  have  the  power  to  tax,  they  have 
the  right  to  destroy,  to  impede  our  operations  and 
the  execution  of  our  laws,  the  collection  and  safe 
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keeping  of  the  revenue;  that  as  congress  may,  m 
the  exercise  of  their  discretion,  create  a bank 
which  tiiey  may  think  necessary  and  proper  for  na- 
tional purposes,  so  the  corporation  may  create 
1:>ranches  to  suit  theirs,  locate  them  where  they 
please,  deriving  a revenue  and  profits  from  their 
operations  protected  by  the  states,  yet  their  power 
of  taxation  confined  to  the  real  estate  in  which  it  is 
located,  or  the  stock  owned  by  its  own  citizens. 
Thus  the  creature  of  our  creature,  a branch  of  a 
corporation,  is  invested  with  the  same  privileges  as 
the  corporation  itself— the  one  deriving  its  exist- 
cnce  from  their  mere  volition,  the  other  sanctioned 
by  the  three  branches  of  the  national  legislature, 
acting  on  their  high  responsibility,  yet  all  alike  are 
judgedthe  legitimate  children  of  the  constitution — 
all  equally  favored  and  protected.  Where,  sir,  is 
this  principle  of  construction  and  implication  to  end, 
if  tlie  mere  machine  of  a corporation  is  thus  to  be 
made  a part  of  the  machinery  of  government — if 
charters  and  sub-chai'ters  may  thus  be  made  ad  in- 
ftaitum,  what  security  is  there  that  the  commerce 
:of  the  country  will  not  be  in  the  hands  of  chartered 
monopolists?  The  termination  is  easily  seen— -you 
already  hear,  not  from  papers  and  mere  idle  talk, 
but  from  members  of  this  house,  the  expression  of 
usurpation  of  states  applied  to  the  incorporation  of 
banks  — strange  effect  of  the  rapid  strides  of  im- 
plied powers,  that  the  creation  of  banks  by  con- 
gress is  now  a power  so  supreme  in  them  as  to  de- 
stroy and  turn  into  an  act  of  usurpation  a right 
claimed  and  exercised  by  every  state  in  the  union, 

■ — which  they  have  not  only  never  surrendered,  but 
never  delegated  to  you!  Congress  have  express 
power  to  regulate  commerce — what  objections 
could  be  made  to  selling-  to  a corporation  the  exclu- 
sive privilege,  for  twenty  years,  of  commerce|with 
^‘foreign  nations,  between  the  several  states,  and 
the  Indian  tribes?”  We  have  heard  of  the  Archi- 
medes of  logic;  it  was  a saying  of  this  mathemati- 
cian, “give  me  a place  where  to  stand  and  I will 
move  the  woi-ld.”  Make  but  a beginning,  give  but 
a fulcrum  on  which  implied  powers  can  operate, 
you  shake  and  destroy  the  constitution.  Against  this 
principle,  in  all  its  effects,  I ever  have  and  will  con- 
tend; whether  it  emanates  from  the  Hartford  con- 
vention, aiming  at  political  power,  or  under  the 
piore  imposing  and  seducing  garb  of  humanity,  both 
having  a common  object.  Restraints  and  conditions 
on  new  states  are  subjects  where  the  constitution 
confers  no  authority.  Against  constructive  powers 
I will  always  protest— Pennsylvania  always  has  pro- 
tested; she  gave  instructions  against  chartering  this 
bank,  and  from  the  decision  of  the  supreme  court 
she  has  appealed  to  her  sister  states,  to  arrest  the 
progress  of  a prin.ciple  destructive  of  the  sove- 
reignty of  all. 

I should  not  have  dwelt  thus  long  on  the  bank 
had  not  my  colleague  cited  it  as  a precedent  to 
justify  this  restriction — I shall  say  much  more  on  it 
when  the  house  will  consider  the  amendment  to 
the  constitution  which,  in  pursuance  of  instructions 
from  the  legislature  of  Pennsylvania,  1 have  had 
the  honor  to  present.  I hope  this  may  be  the  last 
time  we  or  this  nation  shall  be  agitated  by  the  dis- 
cussion of  implied  powers — the  consequences  of 
this  have  become  serious,  and  will  not  soon  subside: 
it  is  not  confined  to  the  admission  of  Missouri,  but 
has  led  to  that  most  dangerous  of  all  decisions,  local 
ones;  the  question  has  in  the  public  mind  become 
one  involving  not  so  much  slavery  but  slave  repre 
sentation — even  here  the  principles  contended  for 
lead  to  emancipation,  though  their  application  to  the 
old  states  is  disclaimed:  but  in  the  papers,  in  legisla-  - 


tive  bodies,  the  ground  is  openly  and  publicly  taken, 
that  there  is  no  slavery  in  the  United  States.  Emi- 
nent members  of  the  New  York  legislature  have, 
declared  all  the  blacks  free,  that  the  supreme  court 
would  declare  them  so; — these  gentlemen  have 
been  distinguished  members  of  this  house  and  may 
be  so  again.  The  legislature  of  New  Jersey  have, 
in  their  instructions  to  tJieir  delegates  here,  de- 
clared, that  congress  has  a “general  power  ovci- 
the  subject  of  slavery,”  and  that  too  under  that 
clause  of  the  constitution  relative  to  migration.  See. 
which  has  been  abandoned  in  this  discussion  as  not 
authorizing  this  restriction.  What  security,  what 
pledge  can  be  given,  that  these  doctrines  will  not 
be  advocated  within  these  walls?  It  requires  but 
one  election  to  procure  such  a change  as  will  make 
the  question  not  restriction,  but  emancipation. — 
Once  begin  to  legislate  on  this  subject,  like  all  con- 
structive powers,  they  will  be  progressive;  implied 
powers  never  retrograde - Once  break  through  the 
constitution  and  resort  to  abstract  principles  for 
rules  of  construction  and  the  boundaries  which  se- 
parate the  powejrs  of  government,  there  is  no  safety 
or  security;  foundations  are  broken  up,  tlie  com- 
mon bond  which  unites  us  is  dissolved  when  the 
constitution  ceases  to  be  a law  for  us,  when  our  own 
laws  are  no  pledge  of  security.  Be  assured,  sir,  wc 
cannot  stand  many  such  shocks  as  this — that  this  go- 
vernment can  never  continue  if  this  doctrine  of  con- 
struction is  once  established;  the  precedent  once 
made,  the  series  of  legislation  once  begun  on  the 
subject  of  slavery  in  an  old  state  or  an  organized 
territory,  you  will  not  stop  short  of  universal  eman- 
cipation. The  greatest  danger  in  a federative  go- 
vernment is  from  the  growth  of  power — the  effects 
of  consolidation  by  tlie  gradual  extinction  of  state 
rights  and  sovereignty — emphatically  so  when  the 
apology  for  their  assumption  is  the  cause  of  im- 
munity. Wlien  this  subject  which  now  agitates 
and  convulses  the  country  was  started  by  men  whose 
objects  were  avowedly  political,  it  caused  no  ex- 
citement— it  was  put  down  by  the  almost  unani- 
mous voice  of  the  people:  now  it  is  renewed  with 
other  avowed  motives,  and  one  half  of  the  union  is 
arrayed  against  the  other.  Constitutions  are  necat.- 
sary  to  restrain  bad  men  in  bad  times;  the  good, 
the  virtuous,  may  follow  the  impulse  of  beneficence 
— But  who  are  bad  men?  what  are  bad  times?  His- 
tory tells  us  that  all  nations  have  seen  them — but 
it  is  after  the  actors  have  passed  away;  those  who 
administer  a government  never  acknowledge  them- 
selves bad  or  the  period  of  their  dominion  a bad 
one, 

When  Cromwell  despoiled  the  parliament  and 
overturned  the  constitution  of  bis  country,  it  was 
in  the  name  of  religion  and  liberty.  Tyrants  and 
demagogues  never  avow  themselves  so,  never  want 
pretexts  or  specious  excuses — not  power,  but  the 
good  of  the  people;  but  when  their  acts  have  pas- 
sed into  history,  they  are  understood — the  princi- 
ples and  motives  of  the  actors,  the  character  of  the 
measure,  is  duly  appreciated.  Such  a (]ne.‘;tion  as 
this  l\as  never  arisen  since  the  formalion  of  onr  go- 
vernment— the  nation  looks  to  its  decision  witJ;  in- 
finite anxiety;  you  lieresee  history  rejU'csenl  ed  l>e- 
fore  you,  to  remind  you  that  your  proceedings  will 
be  impartially  recorded.  Posterity  will  judge  of 
us — and  be  assured,  if  this  is  destined  to  be  tlie 
least  republic — if,  like  all  others,  ours  shall  pass 
away,  this  question  will  not  be  noticed  as  among 
the  least  causes  wliich  have  contributed  to  its  de- 
struction. When  this  constitution  shall  cease  to  be 
a common  bond  of  union  among  the  states,  it  will  be 
by  a consolidation — its  overthrow  will  be  traced  to 
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implied  constructive  powers — Your  decision  of  this 
question  will  be  a precedent  of  the  highest  kind, 
not  merely  as  evidence  of  the  extent  of  your  con- 
Btitutional  powers  to  impose  conditions  on  new 
stat'is  in  relation  to  their  internal  concerns,  but  that 
in  the  exercise  of  your  discretion  you  are  not  limit- 
ed by  treaties  and  your  own  laws.  The  people  of 
this  country  have  hitherto  felt  a complete  security 
in  the  enjoyment  of  rights  built  on  the  laws,  the 
faith  of  the  nation  -you  now  tell  them  these  are 
revokabie,  held  only  at  your  pleasure.  The  doc^ 
trines  advocated,  the  reasoning  urged  to  support 
this  amendment,  wi!l  alone  be  remembered — the 
disclaimer  of  their  application  to  the  old  states  will 
be  forgotten  or  disregarded — your  successors  will 
be  as  free  as  you  are,  not  bound  by  your  declara- 
tions: The  impulse  which  now  urges  you  to  estab- 
lish this  precedent,  increasing  by  success,  will,  with 
renewed  force,  excite  those  who  come  after  you  to 
follow  it  it  up,  till  all  the  feelings  of  the  moment, 
whether  of  political  power  or  philanthropy,  and  in 
all  their  ciian-fes  from  one  to  the  other,  are  fully 
gratified.  This  amendment  becomes  a new  con- 
stitution as  a new  source  of  power — it  will  be  con- 
strued, I’efined-and  stretched  to  justify  any  usurpa- 
tion on  the  people  or  the  states. 

03'We  have  been  requested  to  add  the  follpv/ing 
note  to  Mr,  Baldwin's  speech,  given  above:  but  the 
length  of  the  extracts,  whose  insertion  is  desired, 
and  the  f ict  that  most  of  readers  who  \yi.sh  to 
examine  them,  (being  in  possession  qf  complete 
f sets  of  the  REorsTEii,)  may  do  so  at  pleasure,  has 
determined  us  to  dispense  with  them — and,  be- 
cudes,  thougli  the  Missouri  question  is,  in  our 
opinion,  if  viewed  in  all  its  parts  and  bearings, 
far  the  most  important  which  has  arisen  since  the 
adoption  of  the  constitution,  -yet  so  much  has 
been  said  and  printed  about  it,  that  we  fear  the 
patience  of  most  persons  is  exhausted,  even  with 
fu)  mucli  of  the  matter  belonging  to  it  as  we  have 
thought  it  an  indispensable  duty  to  presjsrve  in 
this  work. 

* “A.S  the  question  of  slave  representation  has 
been  connected  vyith  the  Missouri  restriction,  and 
perhaps  been  one  cause  of  the  general  interest 
and  feeling  excited,  it  may  not  be  improper  tq 
publish  the  opinions  of  the  legislatures  of  Pennsyl- 
vania, New-York  and  New-.Tersey,  on  the  proposi- 
tions from  the  Hartford  convention  on  this  subject. 
It  is,  indeed,  necessary,  as  the  preamble  to  the 
Pennsylvania  resolutions  refers  to  the  admission  of 
Missouri,  “which  has  a palpable  tendency  to  impair 
the  political  relations  of  the  several  states.” 

Insert,  from  the  Register,  8 vol.  page  16,  the 
Jersey  answer,  from  the  wmrds  “their  obvious 
tendency,”  &.c.;  Pennsylvania^  8 vol.  page  65,  from 
“the  admendments  as  far  as  they  relate,”  8cc.  to 
the  end  of  the  answer  on  this  propositioti.  JVevy- 
Tor/c,  8 vol.  page  100,  in  the  second  column,  near  the 
bottom  of  the  page,  from  “your  committee  would 
further  remark,”  8cc.  to  the  end. 

The  public  will  judge  how  far  the  revival  of  this 
question  now  will  have  a good  or  bad  tendency.  If 
the  object  is  at  present  not  political  but  humanity 
merely,  it  is  not  unworthy  of  remark,  tliat,  in  the 
District  of  Columbia,  where  congress  has  exclusive 
jurisdiction,  slavery  sliould  be  permitted  without  a 
proposition  for  its  mitigation  ever  having  been 
made.” 


Foreign  Articles. 

GREAT  BRITAIN  AND  IUELANH. 

The  lord  mayor,  aldermen  and  commonalty  of 


the  city  of  London,  have  addressed  the  queen,  ex- 
pressing their  loyalty,  attacliment  and  regard,  and 
condoling  with  her  on  the  various  afflictions  she 
had  sustained,  since  her  departure  from  England, 
as  also  expressing  a hope  that  the  unfortunate  dif- 
ference between  her  and  the  king,  miglit  be  honor- 
ably arranged,  and  hopiug  that  the  investigation 
might  be  conducted  in  an  open  and  impartial  man- 
ner, and  terminate  in  a complete  vindication  of  her 
majesty’s  honor. 

The  queen  replied  to  the  address  as  follows: 

“1  return  you  my  heartfelt  thanks  for  this  duti- 
ful address,  which  is  both  loyal  to  the  king  and 
affectionate  to  me. 

“If  any  thing  could  lessen  the  grief,  which  I 
must  still  feel  for  the  loss  of  those  dear  relalion.s, 
of  whom  I have  been  deprived  since  I left  Eng- 
land, it  would  be  the  proofs  I now  receive,  upon 
my  return,  that  their  memories  are  cherished  as 
their  virtues  de.serve.  * 

“In  the  new  trials  to  which  I an*  exposed,  my 
first  duty  is  to  vindicate  myself,  and  my  next  wish 
is  to  see  nothing  attempted  that  may  hurt  the  feel- 
ings of  others. 

“Butin  all  the  troubles,  threugh  v/hich  I have  pas- 
sed, the  generous  attachment  of  the  Briti.sh  peo- 
ple has  been  my  safeguard  against  the  king’s  ene- 
mies and  my  own;  and  be  well  assured,  that  no- 
thing can  ever  weaken  the  grateful  impressions  of 
such  obligations.” 

Speaking  of  the  queen,  the  Times  of  the  16th 
observes: 

“It  may  be  difficult  to  see  very  deeply  into  a 
subject  purposely  involved  in  darkness  and  ob.scu- 
rity;  but  we  apprehend  therfe  is  little  doubt  of  the 
negociation  terminating  as  all  friends  of  the  house 
of  Brunswick,  and  of  the  permanence  qt  the  throne, 
wish  and  expect.” 

A great  number  of  the  electors  of  Wesminster, 
have  petitioned  the  high-baillff  to  call  a public 
meeting  at  the  palace  yard,  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
gratulating the  queen  on  her  return.  The  bailiffl 
refused  his  assent  to  the  proposition,  until  the 
sanction  of  higJier  powers  should  be  obtained. 

The  speeches  and  debates  in  parliament,  respect- 
ing the  queen,  are  very  important  to  the  people  of 
Britain,  and  of  some  interest  to  those  of  the  United 
States.  Though  we  cannot  make  room  for  them, 
we  shall  carefull)^  note  results,  as  belonging  to  a 
history  of  the  times.  The  Courier  denies  that  a 
secrefinvestigation  of  her  conduct  is  intended.  That 
paper,  of  the  16th  of  June,  is  nearly  filled  vyith  an 
account  of  the  king’s  levee. 

The  presumed  charge  noxv  urged  against  the 
queen  is  of  adultery,  committed  without  the  realm. 
It  does  not  amount  to  high  treason,  inasmuch  as  it  is 
so  supposed  to  have  happened;  yet  Castlereagh, 
well  versed  in  those  things  in  Ireland,  can  produce  , 
witnesses  to  prove  any  thing  which  he  desires. — 
This  is  an  evasion— -the  king  knows  that  he  dares 
not  do  any  thing  that  would  bring  her  to  the  block. 
We  trust  thattliis  injured  woman  will  remain  firm, 
and  at  least  humble  the  “royalty  of  England.” 

The  news  of  the  rejection  of  the  tariff  bill  by 
congress  had  reached  England,  and  caused  much 
joy  there. 

A motion  to  reduce  the  army  to  80,479  men,  has 
been  negatived.  Mr.  Hobhonse  said  that,  if  the 
proposition  was  to  abolish  it  altogether,  he  would 
vote  for  it! 

The  unredeemed  debt  of  England,  on  the  5th 
of  January  last,  amounted  to  836,246,925/,  and  the 
total  annual  chaige  amounted  to  49,592,152/.  which 
has  since  been  increased  by  the  late  loan  . 
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The  dock-yard  sea-wall,  at  Plymouth,  England, 
which  has  been  carried  on  for  upwards  of  four 
years  by  means  of  a diving  bell,  is  at  length  raised 
above  low  water-mark.  The  foundation  lies  at  the 
depth  of  from  seven  to  eight  fathoms,  and  is  com- 
posed of  oak  timber  and  stone.  The  wall  is  ten 
feet  thick,  built  of  square  bricks  of  Dartmoor  gra- 
nite and  cement. 

It  is  agreed,  that  the  farmers  of  England  cannot 
cultivate  the  earth  unless  the  price  of  wheat  is 
forced  up  to  ten  shillings  sterling  per  bushel — be- 
cause, except  it  will  bring  thatprice,  impossible 
to  pay  the  taxes,  rates  and  tythes,  though  it  might 
be  obtained  for  half  the  sum  from  other  countries! 

The  earl  of  Liverpool  has  stated  in  the  house  of 
lords,  that  the  deficiency  of  British  exports  to  Ame- 
rica, amounts  to  1.3,100,000,  annually,  on  an  average 
of  three  years.  This  he  attributes  to  the  great  dis- 
tress that  prevails  in  the  United  States— saying  that 
we  are  retracing  our  immense  strides,  and  falling  to 
the  original  situation  we  held  twenty  years  ago— 
but  he  thinks  that  we  must  always  depend,  in  a 
great  degree,  on  British  manufactures  for  a supply. 
His  lordship  is  mistaken. 

It  is  believed  that  two-thirds  of  the  people  of  Eng- 
land very  rarely  eat  animal  food.  Tliere  is  not  one- 
hundredth  part  of  the  population  of  the  U.  States 
who  do  not  eat  it  daily,  if  they  please. 

Tile  visitors  to  the  British  museum  have  amojunt- 
ed  to  63,253  in  one  year,  though  during  two  months 
in  the  year,  it  was  closed,  and,  at  other  times,  only 
opened  three  days  in  the  week. 

We  have  an  indistinct  account  of  something  like 
a mutiny  in  a battalion  of  “the  guards” — but  it  is 
said  they  returned  to  duty,  in  spite  of  some  cries  of 
“long  live  queen  Caroline,”  by  the  populace. 

A petition  from  William  Cobbett,  farmer,  was 
presented  in  the  house  of  lords,  June  8th,  by  lord 
Holland,  complaining  that  by  the  rise  in  the  value  of 
money  consequent  upon  the  act  for  the  resumption 
©fcash  payments,  the  sum  (13,000/.)  for  which  he 
had  mortgaged  the  estate  he  had  bought  atBotley, 
(and  for  which  the  executor  of  the  mortgagee  now 
threatened  to  foreclose,)  was  equivalent  nowto  near- 
ly double  the  amount.  He  therefore  prayed  to 
have  the  value  of  money  again  reduced,  or  such 
other  relief  as  the  house  should  seem  meet.  Or- 
dered to  lie  on  the  table. 

The  London  Morning  Post  is  exceedingly  uneasy 
under  a report  that  sir  Francis  Burdett  had  been 
invited  to  review  the  yeoman  cavalry  of  one  of  the 
counties,  and  is  very  anxious  indeed  to  be  enabled 
to  state  that  the  report  is  untrue! 

A great  dinner  was  lately  given  at  the  Crown  and 
Anchor  tavern,  being  the  13th  anniversary  ef  the 
“triumph  of  Westminster”— 400  persons  were  pre- 
sent, sir  F.  Burdett  in  the  chair.  The  first  toast  was 
“'^rhe  sovereignty  of  the  people,  the  only  source  of 
legitimate  power,”  which,  with  that  of  “the  queen,” 
Was  drank  with  great  applause.  During-  the  sitting, 
a very  splendid  vase  was  presented  to  sir  Francis, 
as  a token  of  respect  from  the  people  of  the  parish 
of  St.  James. 

Forty  five  thousand  newspapers  a.re  published 
in  London  every  Sunday. 

The  salary  of  the  lord  lieutenant  of  Ireland  is 
30,000/.  or  gl33,200. 

Sir  Charles  Wolesly  is  confined  ini  the  jail  at  Ab- 
bingdon — Mr.  Hunt  in  that  of  Ilcester.  They  ap- 
pear to  be  well  treated,  except  in  the  loss  of  liber- 

ty- 

The  coronation.  Mighty  preparations  are  making 
for  the  coronation.  We  shall  collect  together  some 
of  the  queer  things  which  ate  going  on.  The  fronts 


of  houses,  to  see  the  procession,  are  already  engag- 
ed, some  at  2000  others  at  2,500/.  A certain  spot 
of  ground  has  been  rented  at  eight  guineas  a foot, 
for  the  purpose  of  fixing  seats  upon  it,  and  10,  15 
20  guineas  are  offered  for  a seat! 

Banks — no  less  than  elevai  have  failed  in  the  south 
of  Ireland,  and  the  distress  thereby  caused  has  re- 
duced thousands  to  a “state  of  starvation.”  Their 
bills  formed  the  circulating  medium  of  the  country, 
and  the  people  would  not  bring  their  articles  to 
market  lest  they  might  be  seized  by  the  hungry 
populace.  The  notes  of  one  firm  in  circulation  ex- 
ceeded 500,000/. — ^2,200,000.  A 5/.  note  has  been 
offered  for  a leg  of  Iamb  and  refused.  Credit  was 
refused  to  the  best  men^  A person  who  had  a 10/, 
note  of  the  bank  of  England,  because  he  could  not 
get  it  changed,  was  actually  compelled  to  defer  a 
dinner  which  he  was  to  have  given  to  some  of  hia 
friends — he  could  not  obtain  tlie  several  small  arti- 
cles which  he  wanted!  .Such  is  glorious  banking* 
Several  houses  in  London  and  Dublin  have  stopped 
payment  in*consequence  of  their  connection  witii 
these  banks.  The  amount  thrown  out  of  circula- 
lationiby  tbeir  failure, is  estimated  at  1,100,000/.  Par- 
liament have  granted  500,000/.  to  assist  in  arresting 
the  effects  of  such  a state  of  things. 

The  champion  of  England.  Asa  part  of  the  farce 
of  a coronation,  a man  rides  in  the  procession  clad 
in  a full  suit  of  armor,  who  is  called  “the  champion 
of  England.” — Oit  a certain  occasion  the  earl  mar- 
shal|sounds  a trumpet  and  says,  “If  any  person, 

whether  he  be  high  or  be  low,  deny  that is 

the  rightful  king  of  England,  I,  as  the  king’s  cham- 
pion, am  ready  to  prove  him  a false  traitor,”  and 
then  he  throws  down  his  glove!  This  is  a grand  af- 
fair; but  the  matter  would  look  very  foolish  if  soma 
one  were  to  take  it  tip,  and  we  should  have  a hear- 
ty laugh  if  it  were  done  on  this  occasion.  This 
fice  belongs  to  the  possessor  of  the  “manor  of 
Scrivelsby;  who  may  be  man  or  woman,  white,  red, 
or  black.  The  present  owner  is  a clergyman,  who 
designs  to  act  by  proxy.  We  have  the  following 
“notes  of  preparation”  from  a London  paper — “A 
person  has  been  in  training  ever -since  the  death  of 
George  ill.  to  act  as  champion  at  the  approaching 
coronation,  the  health  of  the  lord  of  the  manor  of 
Scrivelsby  rendering  it  necessary  to  perform  the 
service  by  deputy.  A long  training  is  necessary 
to  inure  the  champion  to  the  extreme  weight  and 
cold  of  the  armoi’ii*.  He  begins  by  wearing  one 
piece  forthreeorfour  hoursa  day,  when  he  can  bear 
that  he  puts  on  two,  and  so  on  till  he  can  bear  the 
whole.” 

Scotch  representation.  On  a motion  made  by  lord 
A.  Hamilton,  in  the  British  house  of  commons,  for 
a reform  in  the  Scotch  representation,  he  stated 
that,  as  the  qualifications  did  not  depend  at  all  on 
property,  it  was  possible  for  the  whole  representa- 
tion of  Scotland  to  be  in  the  hands  of  those  who  did 
not  possess  an  inch  of  land  in  the  country,  while 
the  whole  landed  property  of  the  country  might  be 
in  the  hands  of  those  who  had  not  a single  vote. — 
Mr.  Hume  added  that  the  whole  number  of  qualifi- 
edjyoters,  for  the  30  Scotch  counties,  was  3,600,  and 
mentioned  one  county  where  there  were  but  2® 
votes,  of  which  18  belonged  to  superiorities  per- 
fectly detached  from  the  land.  Mr.  Abercromby 
stat^,  that  in  England  every  man  having  a freehold 
of  40s.  in  the  county,  had  a right  to  vale,  while  in 
Scotland  a landed  proprietor  worth  10,000/.  per  an  - 
num, not  only  might  not  have  a right  to  vote,  but 
might  be  disqualified  from  being  elected. 

[Yet  though  so  small, a freehold  makes  a voter  in 
England,  evenin  Londonthereare.only  7,t)00votes, 
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in  the  great  city  of  Liverpool  but  2,500,  aud  in 
several  other  large  cities  from  500  to  1,000.  In  some 
of  the  boroughs  two  members  are  made  by  less  than 
a dozen  votes!] 

A great  affair.  George  IV.  has  been  graciously 
pleased  to  dispense  with  the  ladies  wearing  hoops 
at  the  drawing  rooms. 

Army  and  navy  estimates  for  the  year  1820. 

Army. — The  total  strength  of  the  army,  including 
19,899  on  service  in  India  (the  expense  of  whom  is 
borne  by  the  East  India  company);  Is  112,485. 

'fhe  number  to  be  provided  for  on  tlie  home  es- 
tablishment is  92,586,  to  w'hich  there  must  be  added, 
for  corps  remaining  to  be  disbanded  676,  making 
tile  total  93,262.  rhe  total  charge  for  this  force  of 
93,262  men  is  3,775,586/.  2s.  2d. 

Exclusive  of  this  regular  force, their  ar6  volunteer 
corps,  whose  numbers  are  not  stated,  but  for  which 
an  additional  charge  is  made  of  169,500/.  13s.  lOd. 

The  expense  of  the  regiments  in  India,  which 
is  borne  by  the  East  India  company,  is  647,907/.  13s. 
2d. 

Of  the  regiments  in  India,  two  have  been  order- 
ed home,  the  21st  and  22d  light  dragoons.  The 
21st  have  already  arrived  (on  tlie  6th  of  April  last), 
and  the  22d  are  expected  to  arrive  by  the  24th  of 
June. 

The  estimate  for  the  royal  military  college  is 
21,471/.  16s.  9d. — for  the  army  pay  of  general  offi- 
ces 178,753/.  2s.  6f/, — for  garrisons,  34,638/.  6s.  2d. 
— for  full  pay  of  retired  officers,  89,594/.  10s.  3i/.— 
for  half-pay  of  the  military  allowaifces,  819,999/. 
3s.  Ad. — for  foreign  half-pay,  125,289/. — for  in- 
pensioners of  Chelsea  and  Kilmainham  hospitals, 
60,135/.  14s.  '2d. — for  out-pensionei’s  of  ditto, 
1,087,680/.  11s. —for  the  royal  military  asylum, 
35,500/.  IS's.  10(/. — for  widows’  pensions,  114,882/. 
«4s. — for  compassionate  list  of  bounty  warrants,  and 
pensions  for  wounds,  178,370/.  12s.  Id. — for  reduc- 
ed adjutants  of  local  militia,  20,495/.  I2s. — for  su- 
perannuation allowances,  39,235/.  18s.  2d. — for  ex- 
chequer fees,  35,000/  Total  of  these  supplementa- 
ry charges,  2,841,047/.  9s.  Ad.  The  grand  total  to 
be  provided  for  army  services  in  1820,  is  6,807,466/. 
6s.  6d. 

JVavy. — The  first  of  the  estimates  for  the  naval 
service  of  the  year,  includes  the  salaries  and  contin- 
gent expenses  of  the  admiralty,  navy  pay,  navy  and 
victualling  officers,  of  the  officers  of  the  home  yards, 
the  out-ports,  and  foreign  yards,  and  other  naval 
establishments;  and  of  the  wages  and  victuals  to  of- 
iicers,  ship  keepers,  and  the  men  serving  on  board 
vessels  in  ordinary;  the  charge  of  harbour  mooring, 
and  rigging;  of  the  ordinary  repair  of  ships  in  har- ; 
bor,  and  of  the  docks,  wharfs,  &c.  Total  charge  of  i 
these  various  branches  of  expenditure  is  1,228,008/. 
145.  6d.  But  there  is  an  abatement  on  account  of 
old  naval  and  victualing  stores  received  in  1819,  of 
263,820/.  which  reduces  that  total  to  964,188/.  14s. 
61:/. 

The  second  part  of  the  estimates,  including  su- 
yrerannuations  and  pensions  granted  to  officers, 
their  widows  and  relatives,  bounty  to  chaplains, 
compassionate  list,  and  royal  naval  asylum,  amounts 
to  1,150,370/.  9.?.  9d. 

The  third  part  comprehends  the  superannuations 
and  pensions  granted  to  commissioners,  secretaries, 
clerks,  and  otliers,  in  the  civil  departments  of  the 
navy.  Its  amount  is  102,186/.  19«.  8d. 

Grand  total  of  the  navy  estimates  for  1820, 
2;216,746/.  Il5.  3d. 

TTIANCE. 

The  papers  are  filled  with  riotous  proceedings 
in  the  chamber  of  deputicSy  as  well  as  io,the  streets  of 


Paris.  The  chamber  is  very  much  like  a mob.  It 
is  therein  that  the  opposition  express  their  senti- 
ments, because  the  censors  of  the  press  have  no 
controul  over  what  happens  there;  and  thus  it  is 
that  the  legislative  body  is  made  an  instrument  to 
tell  tlie  people  “the  news!”— letters  are  read  and 
speeches  made  which  appear  to  have  no  other  ob- 
ject: these  are  warmly  repelled  or  replied  to  l?y 
the  ministers,  and  great  disorder  prevails  The 
city  is  filled  with  seditious  cries.  Many  little  bat- 
tles take  place  between  the  people  and  the  troop.s, 
in  which  some  are  killed.  The  aimiy  yet  remains 
faithful  to  the  king’s  ministers;  and  its  force  at  Pa- 
ris is  very  considerable,  under  the  command  of  mar- 
shal Oudinot;  who  was  injured  in  one  of  the  af- , 
frays.  The  streets  are  paraded  by  the  national 
guards.  The  king  has  thanked  the  officers  of  se- 
veral corps  for  performing  their  “duty.”  An  officer, 
decorated  with  the  star  of  the  legion  of  honor, 
had  been  found  in  the  Seine,  supposed  to  have 
been  knocked  bff  his  horse  by  the  populace,  and 
thrown  into  the  river.  An  attempt  was  made  to 
fire  the  house  of  “her  royal  highness,  madame,” 
by  throwing  in  combustibles  through  a window,, 
and  partially  successful  in  the  place  to  which  they 
were  communicated  This  state  of  things  cannot 
last. 

• We  see  by  the  following  that  the  election  law 
has  passed:  Calais,  June  13,  11  o’’ clock,  P.  M. — A 

telegraph  despatch  was  received  here  this  evening 
at  8 o’clock,  informing  us  that  the  famous  law  con- 
cerning elections,  has  passed  the  chambers — 152 
for  it— i>95  against  it — 57  in  favor  of  ministers.  All 
was  quiet  this  morning  in  Paris.” 

This  law,  so  long  debated  and  so  warmly  support- 
ed and  opposed,  is  considered  by  the  liberales  as  a 
gross  violation  of  the  charter,wliich  the  king  bound 
himself  to  support.  It  makes  an  essential  change 
in  the  manner  of  electing  the  deputies,  by  interpos- 
ing an  electoral  college  between  the  people  and 
the  deputies,  &c. 

Louvel,  the  assassin  of  the  duke  of  Berri,  was  de- 
capitated, without  the  torture.  A Paris  paper  gives 
the  following  as  a speech  made  by  him  when  he 
was  condemned  by  the  chamber  of  peers ; 

“I  have  to-day  to  blush  for  a crime  which  I alone 
committed:  I have,  however,  in  dying,  the  consola- 
tion of  thinking  that  I have  dishonored  neitlierthe 
nation  nor  my  family.  I ought  to  be  considered  as 
a Frenchman,  who  has  devoted  himself  to  be  sacri- 
ficed, in  order  to  destroy,  in  virtue  of  my  system,  a 
portion  of  those  individuals  who  have  taken  up 
arms  against  their  country.  I am  accused  of  having 
deprived  a prince  of  his  life — I am  alone  guilty;  but 
among  the  men  who  hold  the  reins  of  government, 
there  are  others  as  guilty  as  I am;  they  have  pro- 
claimed, according  to  my  notions,  crimes  for  vir- 
tues: The  worst  governments  which  France  has 

had,  have  always  punished  those  who  betrayed  it, 
or  who  carried  arms  against  the  nation.” 

The  state  of  the  press  may  be  partially  judged  of 
by  the  following  incident:  a young  man  named  Lai- 
lemand  was  killed  by  the  roVal  guard  in  one  of  the 
affrays,  and  he  was  defamed  in  tlie  journals.  His 
father  attempted  to  publish  tne  facts  to  vindicate 
his  son  from  a false  statement;  but  the  censors 
would  not  allow  it  to  be  printed — and  so  a letter 
on  the  subject  was  read  in  the  house  of  deputies, 
to  give  publicity  to  the  facts! 

The  French  post  office  recently  withheld  two 
sets  of  Spanish  papers  from  the  editors  to  whom 
they  were  addressed;  and  when  the  conductors  of 
one  of  the  liberal  journals  introduced  a paragraph 
to  announce  the  circumstance  to  ^e  public,  th§  al--~ 
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tide  was  struck  out  by  the  censor!  Thus  has  alrea- 
dy happened  what  a person  would  have  been 
thoiu^ht  a madman  a few  months  ago  to  have  pre- 
dicted—the  circulation  of  Spanish  journals  being 
prohibited  in  France! 

The  press  in  France.  A most  severe  sentence  has 
been  passed  upon  the  editors  and  other  writers  in 
some  of  the  French  papers,  for^ro/>os«;^  a subscrip- 
tion in  behalf  of  those  who  might  Suffer  under  the 
late  violation  of  the  charter.  Five  of  them  are  to 
pay  a fine  of  6,000  francs,  and  suffer  five  years’  im- 
pTisoninent!  And  nine  more  to  12,000,  and  to  suf- 
fer the  same  period  of  bondage!  'fhey  are  all  fur- 
ther condemned  to  pay  the  costs  of  the  prosecution, 
and  of  the  printing  and  posting  up  of  five  hundred 
copies  of  their  sentence.  Why  this  is  pure  raving 
revenge!  The  government  must  be  growing  intoxi- 
cated with  the  consequences  of  its  own  errors;  but 
sucli  things,  in  such  times,  will  surely  only  hasten 
some  very  awful  waking  moments.  Among  the 
former  class  of  sufferers,  is  Etienne,  one  of  the 
Jdost  celebrated  writers  of  the  Minerve.  Lon.  pap. 

The  Parisian  opposition  newspapers,  (says  a Lon- 
don newspaper,)  present  a curious  appearance  at 
present;  in  every  column  almost,  you  see  a hiatus 
of  ten  lines  dr  more,  wherever  the  censors  have 
objected  to  the  article.  Thus  i he  journals  are  like 
fragments  of  political  essays,  and  the  reader  is  left 
to  fill  up  twenty  blank  spaces  in  every  sheet,  ac- 
cording to  his  imagination. 

Q:;;;r’There  is  a long  article  in  the  London  Morn- 
ing Post,  on  the  “alarming  state  of  France,”  which 
pictures  the  country  as  on  the  very  eve  of  a revo- 
kition,  and  says  that  “Paris  exhibits  now  the  fea- 
tures of  August,  1792” — that  the  people  talk  of 
bringing  back  Napoleon  from  the  rock  of  St.  Hele- 
na, by  laying  hold  of  all  the  Englishmen  that  they 
can  catch,  and  keeping  them  as  hostages,  &c.;  and 
tlie  English  in  France  are  advised  to  “return  home 
without  delay.”  The  picture  is,  most  probably, 
much  too  highly  colored. 

SPAIIT. 

All  religious  communities  are  forbidden  to  admit 
an}'-  member— nor  are  they  to  sell,  exchange,  or 
^otherwise  dispose  of  the  property  which  tiiey  now 
possess.  The  king  declares,  that  he  wishes  con- 
vents should  be  in  future,  asylums  Tor  the  virtuous 
and  unfortunate,  not  receptacles  for  the  lazy  and 
thoughtless. 

T he  archbishop  of  St.  Jago  has  given  a gift  of 
340,000  reals  towards  the  clothing  of  the  troops. 

The  elections  for  the  cortes  were  going  on. 
Those  who  suffered  under  the  late  order  of  things 
appear  to  be  generally  chosen;  and  hence,  as  be- 
fore observed,  we  expect  a great  collection  oi feel- 
ing in  tluat  body  at  its  meeting. 

Several  political  clubs  have  been  formed  at  Mad- 
rid, which,  like  those  which  existed  in  Paris  during 
the  revolution,  appear  to  have  taken  upon  them- 
selves to  decide  on  most  important  measures.— 
As  an  instance,  they  demanded  the  dismission  of  one 
of  the  ministers,  and  it  seems  that  he  was  about  to 
resign.  Rational  liberty  is  not  to  be  promoted  by 
such  proceedings.  Nothing  but  anarchy  can  grow 
oTit  of  them.  Some  of  the  later  proceedings  of  the 
club  had  been  successfully  resisted. 

The  king,  and  princes  of  his  family,  lately  partook 
of  a civic  feast  given  by  the  officers  of  the  corps  of 
engineers  and  artillery,  united.  Among  the  toasts 
drank,  was  <‘Hhe  sovereignty  of  the  Spanish  people!’^ 
The  patriotic  airs,  composed  for  the  troops  under 
’Quiroga,  while  in  rebellion  to  the  king,  were  played 
on  this  occasion!  A great  crowd  attended  to  wit-  i 


ness  the  singular  spectacle  of  a king  of  Spain  thus 
engaged.  Ferdinand  is  quite  a politician. 

A steam-boat,  called  ^‘Qidrogaf  lately  departed 
from  New-York  for  Havana. 

It  is  understood  that  Spainhasrenewed  herpledge 
to  England,  as  to  the  abolition  of  the  slave  trade— 
and  it  would  seem  that  the  price  of  this, was  a pledge 
on  the  part  of  England,  not  to  desire  the  immediate 
emancipation  of  South  America. 

The  Spanish  merchants  in  London,  have  waited 
on  the  duke  de  Frias,  the  new  ambassador  from 
Spain.  In  answer  to  their  congratulation  on  the 
happy  events  in  Spain,  the  duke  said— “It  gives  me 
pleasure  to  assure  you,  that  the  king  is  as  sincerely 
attached  to  the  constitution  as  any  man  in  the 
country.  Spain,  I trust,  will  now  become  the  abode 
and  asylum  of  rational  liberty,  where  persons  from 
all  parts  of  the  world  may  find  protection.” 

The  plague  is  said  to  have  broken  out  in  Ma- 
jorca. 

IT  ALT. 

We  have  great  news  from  Rome.  It  seems  cer- 
tainly to  be  a fact  that  the  pope,  (who  is  represent- 
ed to  be  a liberal  minded  man),  has  permitted  the 
Calvinists  to  administer  the  sacrameiit,  in  a church 
open  to  the  public!  There  are  many  speculations 
about  this  procedure, 

nXJSSTA. 

Twenty  six  thousand  dessaiines  of  land  (a  dessa- 
line  is  2,400  square  fathoms)  are  to  be  assigned  in 
the  south  of  Russia,  for  the  Jews  who  became  con- 
verts to  Christianity;  a guardian  or  curate  is  also  ap- 
pointed expressly  for  those  colonists. 

TUHKKT. 

We  have  some  additional  accounts  of  the  pro- 
gress of  All  Pacha— this  is  the  inhuman  wretch  to 
whom  the  7tierciful  British  sold  the  people  of  Parga, 
one  of  the  most  infamous  transactions  on  record. — 
He  appears  to  have  rendered  himself  pretty  strong, 
but  as  he  has  not  a fleet,  there  is  no  hope  of  the 
capture  of  Corfu  by  him,  and  the  sale  of  the  British 
governor  and  garrison  to  tlie  Arabs  of  the  African 
deserts,  though  he  may,  perhaps,  shake  the  Otto- 
man empire. 

APRICA. 

The  JViger.  The  opinion  appears  to  be  gaining, 
ground  in  Europe,  that  this  mysterious  river,  to  as- 
certain the  termination  of  which  so  many  unsuccess- 
ful attempts  have  been  made,  and  so  many  lives 
lost,  flows  into  the  Nile.  In  dosing  a review  of  the 
first  volume  of  Buckhardt’s  travels,  tlie  quarterly 
has  devoted  several  pages  to  this  subject,  and  has 
at  all  events,  collected  some  circumstantial  evidence 
tending  to  establish  this  important  fact.  Mr.  Buck- 
hardt  was  repeatedly  assured  that  the  Niger  of  Sou- 
dan and  the  Nile  of  Egypt  were  one  and  the  same 
river,  and  the  reviewers  say  that,  the  same  opinion 
has  been  repeated  by  every  Arab  merchant  and 
black  pilgrim  in  north  and  western  Africa.  The 
Egyptian  slave  merchants,  also,  confirm  this  opi- 
nion, by  saying  that  the  fact  is  npt  to  be  doubted. 

Com.  Ad. 

WEST  rxniE.s. 

A letter  from  Havana  says — “We  are  quietly- 
choosing  our  representatives  here;  and  the  citi- 
zens are  now  all  armed  and  pretty  well  trained^ 
patrol  duty  is  performed  by  them  every  night,  al- 
though we  have  60Q0  troops  here  of  the  array,  part 
of  whom  I wish  away  as  soon  as  may  be. 

“The  people  are  yet  children  in  politic.s.  Should 
the  government  change  in  Spain,  this  island  will 
maintain  her  independence. 

“We  are  apprehensive  of  .some  disturbance  in 
i lifexico,  the  viceroy  not  iiaviitg  proclaimed  the 
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con  stitution;  the  royal  order  has,  l^owever,  I under- 
stand, gone  down.” 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Several  American  vessels  were  at  Rio  de  la 
Hache  when  it  was  captured  by  the  Independents, 
under  admiral  Brion.  One  of  these  has  arrived  at 
Newburyport,  after  being  plundered  of  50  or  60  bbs 
of  dour.  The  captain  reports  that  700  creole 
troops  deserted  the  patriot  standard  at  Rio  de  la 
Hache;  and  that  the  Irish  soldiers,  to  the  number  of 
800,  refused  to  do  duty.  With  their  arms  in  their 
hands,  they  insisted  on  being  transported  to  Jamai- 
ca, and  carried  their  point,  which  island  they  reach- 
ed in  a miserable  condition- -with  nothing  but  their 
arms,  which  they  would  not  give  up.  Previous  to 
the  departure  of  the  squadron,  the  town  was  fired 
in  several  places  and  nearly  reduced  to  a heap  of 
ashes. 

Accounts  from  Lima,  via  Panama,  have  been  re 
ceived-  which  state  that  sir  Thomas  Hardy’s  squad- 
ron was  daily  expected  at  that  place;  and  a report 
also,  that  admiral  Cochrane’s  flag  ship,  the  O’Hig- 
gins, had  been  wrecked. 

By  an  arrival  from  Jamaica,  it  appears  that  gen. 
Devereux,  and  his  suit,  has  arrived  at  that  island. 
He  went  first  to  Margaretta— there  was  nobody  to 
receive  or  provide  for  him  there,  and  he  proceeded 
to  Rio  de  la  Hache,  whitherthe  troops  of  his  legion 
had  gone — he  foun^l  the  place  in  possession  of  the 
royalists,  and  determined  to  bear  away  for  Jamaica, 
where  he  very  unexpectedly  found  the  men  which 
he  was  in  search  of,  as  mentioned  above.  The  arrival 
of  those  persons,  without  the  means  of  subsistence, 
lias  created  nO  little  difficulty  at  Jamaica. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  Constellation  frigate  has  left  New  York  for  a 
three  years’  cruise  in  the  Pacific  ocean.  Her  com- 
mander is  Charles  G.  Ridgely;  she  has  8 lieutenants, 
31  midshipmen,  and  the  other  usual  officers. 

The  United  States  schooner  JSl'onsuchy  lieut.  Tur- 
ner, has  sailed  from  Norfolk  for  a cruise  on  our 
soutliern  coast. 

The  Congress  frigate  wa«  at  Manilla  (Phillipine 
islands)  in  March  last,  and  expected  to  sail  in  10  or 
12  days  for  Macao.  Our  flag  and  officers  had  been 
Treated  very  respectfully  at  Manilla. 

Walsh’s  appeal  from  the  judgments  of  Great  Bri~ 
tain.  This  celebrated  work  has  much  occupied  the 
attention  of  the  British  reviewers,  and  from  what 
we  have  seen,  the  castigation  which  he  has  given 
them  will  be  very  useful,  especially  tothe  editors  of 
the  Edinburg  Review,  who  appear  severely  to  feel 
the  force  of  Walsh’s  remarks  upon  them.  But 
tlie  Scotchmen  get  '■•■bock  again”  very  awkwardly, 
though  very  eloquently,  and  seem  to  have  exerted 
all  their  talents  to  excuse  themselves. 

Counter  feit  notesy  on  the  Central  bank  of  George- 
town,  of  the  denomination  of  ^100,  have  lately  ap- 
peared. They  are  so  well  done  as  to  deceive  al- 
most any  one,  and  the  bank  has  very  properly  re- 
solved to  call  in  those  that  are  out,  and  issue  no 
more  from  the  old  plates. 

Flour  has  recently  been  sold  at  Cincinnati  for 
^2.25  per  bbl.  “good  money.”  The  crops  of  grain 
have  been  exceedingly  heavy  in  the  western  coun- 
try. 

Company  at  sea.  Two  ships  arrived  at  Baltimore 
on  Sunday  last  f rom  Liverpool — they  sailed  from 
thence  at  the  same  time  and  never  were  out  of 
bight  of  each  other  during  the  whole  voyage. 


Patriot  7'ecruits.  About  20  seamen  succeeded  ira 
eluding  the  vigilance  of  the  officers  at  Charlestoib  , 
and  went  to  sea  to  join  Almeida’s  privateer;  but 
they  were  afterwards  taken  by  the  U.  S.  schooner 
Tartar,  and  brought  back,  examined  and  committed 
to  prison. 

Jl  pirate — with  a urew  of  many  nations,  chiefly 
Spaniards  and  French,  is  off  the  coast  of  Fiorida, 
and  has  robbed  several  vessels. 

A robber  lately  fired  upon  a traveller,  without 
warning,  as  he  was  on  the  road  from  Bowling  Green 
to  Russelville,  Ky.  but  missed  him  though  he  shot 
the  horse.  The  traveller  disengaged  himself,  and 
rushed  upon  the  assailant,  threw  him  down,  seized 
on  his  arms,  and  with  the  robber’s  own  pistol,  blew 
out  his  brains’ 

Churches.  There  are  thirty  places  of  public  wor- 
ship in  the  District  of  Columbia,  some  of  them  very 
handsome  buildings,  for  a population  of  about 
30,000  persons,  in  all. 

Death.  A person  named  Woodruff  lately  died 
in  Ne  w-York.  He  was  much  given  to  intoxication. 
He  was  sick,  but  told  bis  friend  that  an  angel  had 
appeared  to  him,  and  directed  him  to  remain  beast- 
ly drunk  for  nine  days,  when  he  should  get  well. 
So  he  bought  a barrel  of  whiskey,  and  drank  a gal- 
lon per  day  for  the  limited  number  of  days,  with- 
out eating  any  thing,  and  then  he  was  in  such  a 
weak  state  that  fie  could  not  take  any  noui’ishment, 
and  died. 

The  Winnebago  Indians  have  delivered  up  to  the 
commanding  officer  at  Chien,  the  Indians 

who  killed  the  two  soldiers  of  the  rifle  regiment  at 
fort  Armstrong,  on  Rock.  Island,  in  the  month  of 
March  last. 

Canal  and  lake  ndmgationj  On  the  18th  ult.  the 
large  and  elegant  new  boat  governor  Clinton,  be- 
longing to  H.  Taylor,  esq.  arrived  at  the  west  shore 
of  Cayuga  lake,  opposite  'I  rumansburg,  in  three 
days  from  Utica!  This  boat  is  50  tons  burthen,  and 
was  laden  with  merchandize,  and  performed  this 
trip  of  130  miles  in  three  days,  without  a change  of 
horses. 

Salt  mines  of  JWeurthe.  The  researches  for  the 
discovery  of  rock  salt,  which  commenced  in  July 
last,  at  Moyenire,  in  the  department  of  La  Meurthe, 
in  France,  are  carried  on  to  advantange.  After  ex- 
ploring to  the  deph  of  200  feet,  and  reaching  the 
first  layer,  which  is  11  feet  in  thickness,  the  work- 
men had  to  perforate  a bed  of  gypsum  and  clay  of^ 
546  feet,  when  they  came  to  a second  stratum  oi 
salt,  eight  feet  in  thickness.  It  is  intended  to  re- 
move the  researches  to  two  other  neighboring 
points,  to  ascertain  the  breadth  and  magnitude  of 
the  whole  bed.  The  two  points  form  a triangle 
nearly  equilateral,  each  side  of  which  may  be  about 
6 or  700  toises  in  length.  One  of  these  points  is  the 
city  of  Vic,  and  the  other  to  the  south  of  it.  On  this 
latter  point  they  have  already  pierced  to  the  depth 
of  26  feet  of  vegetable  earth:  the  orifice  of  each  bore 
is  3^  inches,  which  constantly  fills  up  with  fresh  wa- 
ter. The  salt  of  the  first  bed  is  extremly  white,  and 
transparent  as  rock  crystal.  It  is  likewise  very  pure, 
and  free  from  every  noxious  or  terrene.substance. 
The  second  appears  to  be  intermixed  with  gypseous 
or  argilacious  substance,  but  in  a very  small  propor- 
tion. This  salt  is  brown,  not  unlike  a clouded  flint; 
both  the  kinds  are  very  compact,  well  chrystallized, 
the  fractures  cubical,  and  the  saline  taste  superior 
to  that  of  any  salt  obtained  by  evaporation.  It  con- 
tains but  very  little  of  muriate  of  magnesia  or  of 
sulphate  of  lime. 
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The  AUCTION  bill.  I>y  the  publication  of  Mr. 
Baklwin*s  speech  on  this  bill,  our  readers  are  now 
possessed  of  the  reasons  and  views  of  the  commit- 
tee of  manufactures,  on  the  several  subjects  present- 
ed by  them  to  the  consideration  of  the  house  of  re- 
presentatives. 

^ Americans  at  sea.  There  is  a boldness  of  de- 
sig-n,  and  a facility  in  the  execution  of  vvhatsoever 
belong’s  to  “a  life  on  the  ocean,’’  in  the  American 
teamen,  which  seems  to  realize  the  boast  of  Britain, 
that  “/ler  home?s  on  the  deep^’  i^  applied  to  her  de- 
scendants, the  people  of  the  United  States,  whether 
we  refer  to  their  works  of  peace  or  of  war.  The 
generation  of  this  mastery  in  spirit  and  perseverance 
justly  belong-3  to  our  eastern  brethren,  especially 
the  people  of  Massachusetts — inhabiting’  a soil 
rather  sterile,  and  penetrating  every  region  to 
bring  its  profits  to  their  own  fire-sides.  But  nearly 
a common  feeling  novv  pervades  the  entire  body  of 
our  seamen  and  commercial  men— with  shades  of 
diff  erence  in  their  pursuits,  but  all  actuate4  by  the 
same  principle  of  attempting  to.  do  what  any  other 
persons  have  done — and  more. 

We  instructed  the  world  in  the  wealth  of  the 
deep,  and  opened  the  mine  of  riclies  in  the  fishe- 
ries. The  north  no  longer  yielding  much  profit, 
our  countrymen  dashed  to  the  south,  doubled  Cape 
Horn,  till  then  the  terror  of  navigators,  pursued 
the  mighty  whale  into  the  Pacific,  and  thought  no 
more  of  “a  voyage  round  the  world”  than  an  excur- 
sion of  pleasure,  «a  visit  for  a week!”  A little  two- 
rnasted  boat  has  been  seen  at  Canton,  with  nothing 
else  to  sell  than  a few  barrels  of  cider,  and  an  oven 
constructed  to  make  up  various  sorts  of  cakes,  for 
'\trhich  the  materials  were  on  board;  and  I,  myself, 
have  seen  a small  sloop  which  had  been  more  than 
1500  milesup  the  great  river  Amazons, from  whence 
siie  returned  via  China,  where  she  just  put  in  to 
dispose  of  her  cargo,. and  bring  home  some  teas  and 
other  “notions.”  One  of  the  celebrated  European 
navigators,  (whose  name  I forget,  though  the  fact  is 
fully  impressed  on  my  recollection),  thought  he 
bad  discovered  an  important  river,  or  inlet,  on  the 
north-west  coast  of  America — but,  after  sending 
his  boat  many  miles  into  the  interior,  they  found 
there  a small  craft,  and  a number  of  Americans 
xvorking  as  blacksmiths,  making  axes  and  hatchets 
for  the  Indians—  and  who,  upon  enquiry,  had  been 
at  that  place  “many  a-time,”  without  thinking  that 
timre  was  the  least  merit  in  the  adventure.  During 
the  late  war,  it  is  well  known  that  the  skill  and 
courage  of  our  seamen  transformed  “fir  built  fri- 
gates^’ into  “non-descripts,”  or  ships  of  the  line, 
and  that  their  genius  and  understanding  effected 
escapes  for  them  from  superior  force  which  no  one 
before  thought  was  practicable; — “wind  and  wave” 
was  familiar  to  them,  and  in  many  chases  of  our 
fast  sailing  schooners,  their  whole  decks  have  been 
for  hours  cover  with  the  seal— they  would  not  douse 
tlie  “Striped  bunting,”  but  carried  their  enormous 
weight,  of  canvas  at  seasons  when  ships  of  thejine 
were  under  close-reefed  topsails,  it  blowing  a gale! 
Our  friipates  were  soon  imitated  by  the  enemy,  but 
our  flying  schooners  were  unmanageable  by  them, 
and  yet  peculiarly  belong  to  us — no  one  buf  an  Ame- 
rican can  sail  them  with  fe.asonabie  .safety.  The 
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ships  of  the  line,  lately  built  and  building  irt  the 
United  States,  have  again  excited  astonishment,  as 
well  in  their  architecture  and  equipment,  as  in  their 
preparation  and  discipline  for  battle.  There  is  yet 
nothing  like  them,  though  several  vessels  are  build- 
ing as  copies  of  them;  but  they  will  yet  want  the 
Soul,  the  “worn  brace‘s — ehterprizing  men,  some-* 
tiling  more  than  “fighting  machines,”  as  soldiers 
and  sailors  are  sometimes  called  in  monarchical 
countries.  But  we  have  even  yet  a more  singular 
instance  of  the  superior  courage  and  skill  of  cur 
seamen  to  mention:  It  is  well  known  thattlie  great 
port  of  Liverpool,  at  and  from  which  many  thou- 
sand ships  and  vessels  arrive  and  depart  every  year, 
is  oftentimes  so  completely  blockaded  by  gales  from 
the  west,  that  even  the  best  appointed  packet  boats 
have  been  unable  to  leave  it  for  weeks  at  a time. 
If  the  wind  is  not  faiiv  the  departing  vessel  must 
have  the  tide  in  her  favor;  this  falls  so  rapidly  that 
the  least  error  or  mistake  may  cause  the  loss  of  the 
vessel — and,  if  in  a gale,  perhaps  the  lives  of  the 
crew.  Now  it  happens  that  ships  do  depart  from 
Liverpool  against  strong  winds  from  the  west,  tho* 
hundreds  still  wait  for  a change.  It  was  the  Ame- 
ricans who  lately  taught  the  British  to  leave  the 
Second  port  in  the -three  kingdoms,  and  several  of 
our  vessels  novv  generally  sail,  if  they  are  ready, 
let  the  wind  blow  as  it  may.  The  name  of  the  first 
ship  that  came  otit  in  a western  gale  has  been  men- 
tioned to  me — she  arrived  safely  at  home,  in  the 
United  States;  and,  as  we  had  no  arrival  for  nearl)'' 
six  weeks  after  her,  there  was  a great  stir  among 
our  politicians,  it  being  known  that  many  others 
were  ready  to  sail.  It  was  agreed  that  an  embargo 
had  been  laid — but  for  why,  nobody  could  tell.  An 
embargo  did  exist,  but  it  was  laid  on  by  the  wind, 
not  by  the  government. 

This  same  spirit  prevails  also  irt  our  “landsmen,” 
which  we  have  frequently  noticed.  It  would  by 
no  means  astonish  me  to  hear  tliat  captain  Sy/.nmes, 
(if  he  were  supplied  with  money  for  an  outfit), 
should  get  as  many  recruits  as  he  desired,  to  at- 
tempt a trip  to  his  imagined  world  in  the  interior 
of  the  earth,  entering  at  the  “hole”  which  he 
supposes  that  there  is  at  the  north. 

We  were  led  to  these  running  remarks  by  no- 
ticing the  following  in  a late  Boston  Daily  Advertiser  t 

“A  friend  has  furnished  us  with  the  following  re- 
markable narrative  of  the  very  active  and  useful  life 
of  Mr.  William  Smith,  who  was  born  November  14, 
1768,  at  Flowery  Hundred,.  Prince  George  county, 
Va.  and  came  to  Boston  1790,  since  which  date  he  lias 
sailed  out  of  this  port.  He  ba.s  since  that  period 
performed  eight  voyag*es  round  the  world,  besides 
one  voyage  to  China  and  back. 

1st  voyage— He  sailed  in  the  ship  Magnet,  James 
Magee,  master,  Oct.  17, 1791,  and  returned  August 
17/1794. 

2d  voyage — Sailed  in  the  ship  Desp.Ttch,  Elias 
Newbury,  master,  Oct.  28,  1794,  and  returned  in 
June  1796. 

3d  voyage-^Sailed  in  Aug.  1796,  in  the  .same 
ship,  Jonathan  Bowers,  master,  and  returned  in  May 
lf98. 

4th  voyage — Sailed  .Tune  23, 1798,  in  the  ship  Vir- 
ginia, Edward  Brown,  master,  direct  for  Cantoii^. 
and  returned  in  June,  1799, 
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5th  voyage—Sailed  Sept.  1799,  in  the  ship  Ha- 
zard, Ben.  Swift,  m.aster,  and  returned  May  6,  1802. 

6th  voyage — Sailed  in  Sept.  1802,  in  the  same 
ship,  with  same  master;  returned  May  6,  1805. 

7th  voyag'e — Sailed  July  22, 1805,  in  tite  ship  Ha- 
zard, as  master,  and  returned  June  23,  1808, 

8th  voyag'e — Sailed  .Inly  6,  1809,  in  the  ship  Alba- 
tros,  NaLUah  Winship,  master,  and  returned  in  the 
ship  O’Cain,  Robert  McNeill,  master,  October  15th, 
1817.  For  about  seven  years  of  this  voyage  he 
commanded  tlie  Albatros,  which  vessel  was  em- 
ployed about  four  .years  of  the  time  in  transport- 
ing sandal  wood  from  the  Sandwich  islands  to  Can- 
ton, for  capts.  Wm.  IL  Davis  and  Jona.  Winship,  of 
of  this  place,  who  held  a contract  with  the  king  Ta- 
maahmaah,  for  the  exclusive  privilege  of  export- 
ing sandal  wood  from  his  islands  to  China  for  ten. 
years,  but  in  consequence  of  the  war,  and  the  arri- 
val of  the  English  sloops  of  war  Raccoon  and  Che- 
rub, the  contract  was  broken,  through  the  interfer- 
ence of  the  commanders  of  those  vessels;  the  re- 
mainder of  the  time  capt.  Smith  was  cruising  in  the 
Pacific  ocean  in  quest  of  Seal  islands,  and  trading 
on  the  coast  of  California.  On  this  coast,  having 
gone  asliore  in  the  boat,  he  was  taken  prisoner  by 
the  Spaniards  with  his  boat’s  crew,  and  after  a de- 
tention of  two  months  was  released,  and  proceed- 
ed to  the  Sandwich  islands,  where  he  joined  the 
ship  O’Cain,  in  which  he  came  borne. 

9th  voVage — Sailed  Dec.  5, 1817,  in  the  ship  Bor- 
neo, George  Clark,  master,  which  was  cast  away 
Jan.  28,  1819,  near  Kygahna,  on  the  northwest 
coast  of  America,  situated  in  about  lat.  54,  48,  N. 
long*.  132,  W.  and  lost  all  his  journals  from  his  first 
voyage  in  1791,  and  every  thing  but  the  clothes 
which  he  had  on. 

He  proceeded  thence  to  the  Sandwich  islands  in 
the  ship  VoluTiteer,  of  this  port,  Jas.  Bennett,  mas- 
ter, there  joined  the  brig  Brutus,  of  tliis  port,  David 
Nye,  master,  proceeded  to  New  Archangel,  a Rus- 
sian settlement,  where  he  arrived  in  June  of  the 
same  year,  and  joined  the  ship  Eagle  of  this  port, 
^’homas  Meek,  master — went  thence  to  Canton, 
from  which  place  lie  returned  to  Boston,  and  arriv- 
ed on  the  25th  of  July  last. 

He  first  went  on  board  the  U.  S.  row  galley  Man- 
ly, capt.  W.  Saunders,  in  February,  1779,  which 
vessel  cruised  up  and  down  the  Chesapeake.  He 
was  afterwards  transferred,  witli  the  same  com- 
mander and  crew,  on  board  the  United  States  brig 
Jefi’erson  and  ship  Tartar;  continued  in  the  service, 
till  Feb.  1780,  when  he  left  it  and  went  to  the  West 
Indies.  Fron\  that  time  to  1790,  he  performed 
twenty;  three  voyages  to  the  West  Indies  from 
Philadelphia,  Baltimore  and  Virginia,  when  he 
came  to  Boston,  and  has  sailed  out  of  this  port  ever 
since  above  stated. 

During  the  whole  period  since  the  year  1779,  he 
has  been  dismasted  twice  only,  shipwrecked  once — 
the  last  voyage; — once  taken  prisoner  by  the  Spa- 
niards on  the  coast  of  California,  and  once  by  the 
Indians  on  the  northwest  coast. 

He  enjoys  fine  health,  has  a very  strong  memory, 
relates  the  incidents  of  his  life  with  great  minute- 
ness and  accn^ac}^  Probably  no  other  person  ever 
performed  so  many  voyages  round  the  world.  He 
knew  of  one  person,  a black  man,  who  died  at  the 
Marquesas  islands  on  his  eighth  voyage,  but  no 
other  who  had  performed  so  many.’* 


Literary  Curiosity. 

FBOM  THE  NATIONAL  GAZETTE. 

I offer  you  whit  may  be  deemed  a literary  curi- 


osity. It  is  a sup])osed  Indian  oration  on  the  death  ot 
com.  Decatur,  written  by  a female  now  confined  for 
insanity  in  the  cells  of  the  Plnladelpbia  alms-house, 
I'his  uniiappy  person  being  asked  by  the  keeper 
wliether  she  would  take  pleasure  in  reading,  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative;  and  ad.,ded  that  she  would 
also  gladly  compose  on  any  subject  which  might  be 
suggested.  She  lias  written  several  pieces  of  a re- 
markable character,  besides  the  following,  which 
will,  I think,  be  admired  as  an  ingenious  allegory, 
conveying  an  excellent  moral.  P. 

INDIAN  OUATION, 

On  the  death  of  commodore  Decatur^ 
Composed  by  Mrs.  in  the  cells  of  the  alms- 

house. 

The  warrior  of  the  water  is  gone  to  the  land  of 
spirits,  and  the  gliosts  of  his  fathers  rejoice  not  in 
his  coming — for  he  came  not  in  the  storm  of  bat- 
tle. 

The  watTior  of  the  waters  was  a great  lion:  when 
he  rose  in  his  rage,  and  shook  himself,  the  green 
hills  trembled:  when  in  anger,  he  thundered  with 
his  voice,  the  storm  did  follow.  He  bounded  over 
the  waters,  and  the  beasts  of  the  other  mountains 
hid  with  fear:  He  stretched  his  paw  over  the  great 
waters,  and  gored  tlie  lion  of  the  east.  He  was 
mighty  and  great  as  the  Alleghany:  he  was  strong 
and  fierce  as  the  torrents  down  the  steeps  of  Nia- 
gara. Mighty  and  great  he  was:  yet  a little  bee 
did  overcome  him. , Public  opinion  was  a small  bee, 
and  the  lion  might  have  crushed  it  with  his  foot — ■ 
but  the  little  bee  crept  into  the  ear  of  the  great  lion 
and  stung  him  on  the  strings  of  life.  The  lion  was 
vanquished,  and  the  little  bee  yet  lives  and  buzzes 
of  his  cotiquest. 

The  warrior  of  the  waters  has  gone  to  the  land 
of  spirits,  and  the  ghosts  of  his  fathers  rejoice  not 
in  his  coming — for  he  came  not  in  the  shroud  of 
glcTV. 


The  Auction  Siih  • 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  BALDWIN,  (OF  PENN.) 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  KEPRESENTA FITES  OF  THE  U.  S.  ON 
THE  BILL  FOR  LAYING  A TAX  ON  SALES  AT  AUCTION. 

That  the  . house  may  feel  the  necessity  of  this  bill 
and  the  propriety  of  its  details,  it  will  be  proper 
to  examine  the  nature  and  tendency  of  auction 
sales:  when  they  are  understood  it  will  be  a matter 
of  surprise  that  they  should  have  continued  so  long;, 
and  account  for  the  almost  n'.nmberless  petitions 
which  pray  for  its  adoption,  for  the  alarming  situa- 
tion- of  the  sea  ports,  the  state  of  commerce,  manu- 
factures, agriculture  and  revenue.  It  was  deemed  of 
great  importance,  in  connection  with  the  other  bills 
reported  by  the  committee,  as  without  this  they 
would  be  ineffectual — it  has  now  become  indispen- 
sable since  the  rejection  of  the  last  bill,  by  which 
the  house  has  decided  not  to  touch  the  custom- 
house credits.  'I'his  system  of  auctions  is  one  which, 
has  been  created  by  state  laws,  and  presents  in 
many  of  them  a thing  very*  unusual  in  this  country*, 
a monopoly  which  in  no  case  ought  to  be  favored, 
but  discouraged  when  it  is  injurious  to  the  commu- 
nity. In  most  of  our  large  cities,  the  number  of 
auctioneers  is  limited — they  are  commissioned  by 
state  authority,  and  no  other  persons  are  authorized 
to  sell  in  this  way.  In  New-York  the  number  is  30, 
in  Philadelphia  7;  sales  by  public  outcry  must  be 
made  by  them.  If  this  mode  of  sale  is  for  the  con- 
venience or  benefit  of  commerce,  it  is  strange 'that 
a regulation,  which  thus  confines  it  to  a set  of  pri- 
vileged men,  should  have  been  so  long  submitted 
to  by  that  class  who  are  so  desirous  of  leaving 
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thing’s  to  re.gulate  themselves^  They  have,  how- 
ever, continued  without  complaint,  and  serious  in- 
conveniences were  not  felt  till  the  peace  in  Europe 
opened  new  prospects  for  their  commerce;  the  ex- 
clusion from  the  markets  of  the  continent,  compel- 
led the  British  merchants  and  manufacturers  to 
make  the  most  of  ours.  With  an  accumulated  stock, 
sncreasing'  beyond  the  regular  demand —the  expe- 
rience of  the  past  and  present  affording  no  new 
hopes  for  the  future — tlie  continental  system  of 
tlieir  allies  becoming  more  rigid  as  the  good  effects 
of  It  were  becoming  apparent  to  those  nations  who 
adopted  it,  they  have  been  eagle-eyed  to  discern 
till  the  advantages  whicli  they  could  derive  from 
Our  trade,  our  system  of  revenue  and  modes  of 
sale,  to  make  them  the  means  of  continuing  their 
ov/n  establishments  and  business.  That  the  means 
employed  should  be  ruinous  to  ours — that,  what 
saves  the  one  should  destroy  the  other,  is  not  a 
matter  for  their  consideration;  they  deserve  credit 
for  their  exertion  to  protect  their  own,  and  the  in- 
dustry of  their  country,  at  the  expense  of  ours:  the 
blame  must  rest  on  us  for  permittingand  not  check- 
ing the  evil  where  its  extent  is  so  general,  its  effects 
so  injurious.  If  the  foreigner  was  obliged  to  be  at 
the  same  expense,  to  employ  the  same  machinery 
in  his  operations  as  the  American  merchant  and 
STianufacturerj  he  would  be  obliged  to  come  into 
our  market  oh  equal  terms;  to  the  country  at  larg-e 
It  would  reake  but  little  difference  as  to  interest; 
there  would  be  the  Same  employment  given  to  la- 
bor, the  same  market  for  produce,  value  to  mate- 
rials, houses  and  stores;  the  same  amount  of  taxes 
paid  for  the  support  of  local  and  general  govcrn- 
snents;  these,  added  to  the  expenses  of  their  estab- 
lishments at  home,  would  be  a serious  obstacle  to 
their  pursuits,  their  operations  here;  remove  them, 
the  foreigner  has  all  the  advantage  of  our  market 
Tvithout  rendering  the  slighest  benefit  to  the  coun- 
try—this  is  effectually  done  by  auction  sales  and 
custom-house  credits.  I allude  to  the  latter,  not  to 
renev/  a discussion  on  a subject  already  decided, 
but  to  illustrate  their  tendency:  goods  are  consign- 
ed to  an  agent  or  an  auctioneer,  are  bonded,  landed, 
sold  at  auction,  the  auctioneer  a director  of  a bank, 
the  notes  well  endorsed  are  discounted,  commis- 
sions deducted,  the  proceeds  remitted,  with  the  ad- 
dition of  duties,  say  25  per  cent,  for  which  there  is 
n credit  of  8,  10  and  12  months,  without  interest; 
lo  say  tlie  least  of  it,  tlie  use  of  tlie  amount  of  the 
duties  is  more  than  equal  to  the  cliarges  of  auc- 
tioneers and  the  expenses  of  shipment;  it  must  be  a 
bad  sale  which  will  not  nett  the  price  at  the  manu- 
factory in  England. 

The  foreigner  has  his  establishments  at  home — 
they  must  be  kept  up  at  all  hazards,  their  burthens 
are  more  in  proportion  to  their  magnitude  than  the 
amount  of  sales,  as  the  latter  can  be  increased  with- 
out adding  to  the  expenses.  The  facilities  afforded 
by  our  systems  enable  them  to  reap  all  the  bene- 
fits of  an  establishment  here,  without  its  costs  and 
risks,  sure  of  sales  at  home,  at  a price  as  good  at  all 
events  as  our  merchants  can  make,  and  with  the 
same  opportunity  of  profitting  by  the  rise  in  the 
market — ours  is  almost  the  only  one  left  to  him; 
the  trade  is  not  sufficient  to  give  employment  to 
both  ours  and  foreign  merchants  and  capital;  sorrie 
must  be  excluded,  and  unfortunately  ours  have 
become  the  sufferers  by  the  great  temptations  and 
inducements  held  out  to  those  who  do  not  reside 
here,  and  are  enabled  to  carry  on  a profitable 
t-i’ade  abroad,  without  adding  to  their  expenses  at 
home.  The  foreigner’s  goods  never  remain  on  hand; 
he  contracts  no  bad  debts,  is  exposed  to  no  casu- 


alties, losses,  or  expenses,  and  is  at  no  trouble  to 
find  out  the  slate  of  our  market  as  to  the  quality, 
quantity,  and  kind  of  goods  required  for  our  con- 
sumption. The  American  merchant,  from  his  know- 
ledge and  experience,  is  enabled  to  ascertain  all 
these  ‘muttei’s  before  be  sends  out  his  orders;  wlien 
his  bill  is  filled,  tliere  is  a surplus — his  information 
is. the  guide — liis  order  points  to  the  necessary  in- 
formation. The  foreigner  ships  on  his  own  accoun*^j 
our  market  is  filled  with  a suppl)^  double  that  of  tins 
demand;  in  the  competition  for  sale,  the  foreigner 
must  prevail;  he  can  afford  to  sell  at  his  price  at 
the  manufactory,  and  charges.  Our  merchant,  who 
pays  tlie  price  there,  must  have  an  advance  on  his 
investment,  and  is  subjected  to  the  same  charges, 
except  the  auctions,  there  he  cannot  compete,  hia 
goods  must  remain  on  hand,  he  continue  idle,  or 
send  his  goods  to  be  sold  at  a certain  loss.  It  i.s 
impossible  to  calculate  with  precision  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  a commercial  establishment.  From 
the  information  of  the  most  experienced  and  re- 
spectable merchants,  furnished  after  much  reflec- 
tion and  enquiry,  I arn  confident  that  house  and 
store  rent,  stal ionary,  fuel,  insurance,  clerk  hire, 
family  expenses,  taxes,  bad  debts,  expenses  of  col- 
lection, fall  in  the  price  of  goods  remaining  on  hand, 
will  exceed  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amount  of  capital 
employed.  I think  it  a low  estimate — this  is  all 
saved  to  tlie  foreigner,^  When  he  can  thus  add  to 
Ills  capital  by  custom  house  loans,  carry  on  trade 
without  the  ordinary  expenses,  it  is  not  surprising 
that  he  should  avail  himself  of  these  advantages, 
while  an  European  peace  continues.  Tlie  propor- 
tion of  auction  sales  to  private,  of  foreign  to  do- 
mestic, will  increase — it  has  already  become  alarm- 
ing to  all  the  commercial  cities.  The  petitions  from 
Philadelphia  tell  you  that  four-fifths  of  auction  sales 
are  on  foreign  account:  I appeal  to  gentlemen  who 
represent  otliers,  if  there  is  not  the  same  propor- 
tion. This  accounts  at  once  for  the  rapid  transition 
of  the  trade  and  commerce  of  the  country  from  ours 
to  foreign  merchants.  Trace  it  in  its  consequences 
tlirongh  society,  you  will  find  none  exempt  from 
suffering;  realize  the  time  which  is  fast  approach- 
ing, w'hen  your  importations  are  on  foreign  account, 
eight  or  ten  auctioneers  doing  the  business  of  your 
sea  ports;  leave  the  interest  of  manufactures  out  of 
view  as  unworthy  of  notice,  butlookto  other  classes, 
other  occupations  in  and  around  your  great  cities; 
contemplate  the  scene  of  desolation  that  opens  to 
your  view,  then  console  yourselves,  if  you  can,  with 
the  reflection:  *‘it  is  better  somewhere  else;^ 
others  flourish,  though  we  are  destroyed. 

It  is  worth  wdiile  to  look  to  other  effects  of  auc- 
tion sales,  which  have  now  swelled  into  an  extent 
and  grown  into  a system  which  not  only  impove- 
rishes but  cheats  and  defrauds  the  people,  to  an  ex- 
tent not  easily  calculated.  Information,  from  a 
gentleman  of  great  respectability  and  Intelligence, 
who  has  been  employed  three  years  in  a great  auc. 
tion  bouse,  and  who  speaks  from  bis  actual  obser- 
vation, enables  me  to  say  that  the  difference  be- 
tween  ordergoods,  (sent  for  by  our  merchants),  and 
auction  goods,  (consigned  by  foreigners),  is  at  least 
20  per  cent.  Artfully  made  and  carefully  packed, 
none  but  good  judges  can  discriminate;  the  mass 
of  purchasers,  in  the-  hurry  and  confusion  of  :m 
auction  sale,  are  utiable  to  compare  and  judg’e. 
Tliey  are  allured  by  a low'  price;  as  they  buy  to 
sell  i^ain,  profit,  and  not  quality,  is  the  great  olv 
ject;  the  country  is  filled  with  worthless  articles, 
and  however  great  (lie  fraud,  I find,  from  this  atl- 
vertisement,  that  “damages  must  be  applied  for  in 
.sixdaysfrom  thes.ale,”  “sizes  and  width  ofttie  gooi|s 
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are  copied  from  the  invoices  but  are  not  warrant- 
ed,” is  another  condition  of  these  sales;  here  is 
anotlier  reason  opened  why  auction  goods  are 
cheap:  they  are  made  for  this  kind  of  sv\Q—manu- 
faclured  to  meet  these  conditions.  I am  told  that,  in 
private  sales  of  broad  cloth,  five  per  cent,  is  allow- 
ed for  short  measure;  that  is,  if  a piece  measures 
twenty  yards,  you  pay  for  nineteen.  This  tells  me, 
if  the  piece  contains  nineteen  yards,  you  pay  for 
twenty  at  auction,  making  a difference  of  ten  per 
cent.  1 am  not  enough  initiated  to  know  how  much 
is  gained  in  tlie  width,  an  inch  or  two  would  be  no- 
ticed but  a little,  but  would  count  in  the  cost  a good 
deal.  I have  heard,  too,  of  such  things  puffs  em- 
ployed, and  sham,  sales  to  the  knowing  ones  to  regu- 
late the  price  to  the  simple  ones,  and  other  et  ceteras 
too  tedious  to  enumerate.  Amongmany  other  means 
of  injuring  our  manufactures,  is  the  practice  of 
making  goods  of  a bad  quality  in  exact  imitation  of 
domestic,  so  that  they  may  have  a bad  reputation  in 
the  market,  and  suffer  in  comparison  witli  the  fo- 
reign; the  difference  is  not  discerned  by  common 
observation,  and  is  known  only  when  the  ai;ticles 
cutne  into  use. 

It  is  difficult  to  ascertain  the  amount  of  auction 
sales;  in  New-York  the  duties  paid  to  the  state  the 
last  year,  were  141,000  dollars.  But  tJie  mode  of 
conducting  them  does  not  make  it  necessary  tore- 
turn  all  sales;  such,  for  instance,  as  are  made  by  the 
partners  of  the  auctioneers,  which  are  regulated  by 
life  sale  at  auction  of  a number  of  packages  suffi- 
cient to  fix  the  price  cf  a large  quantity.  I find  it 
is  common  to  advertise  A.  B.  auctioneer,  C.  D. 
eommission  merchant.  Sales  by  the  latter  are  not 
returned  in  the  amount  of  duties.  It  is  probably 
not  overrating  them  in  that  place  at  15,000,000  a 
yeai';  tlie  greater  part  by  not  inore  than  ten  auc- 
tioneers. In  the  first  three  months  of  the  present 
year,  about  10,000  packages  of  dry  goods  were 
sold  at  auction;  in  the  first  fifteen  days  of  this  month, 
about  2,000.  Connect  this  with  the  fact  that  three 
fourths  of  the  importations  are  on  foreign. account, 
and  an  idea  may  be  formed  of  the  extent  and  gene- 
ral mischief  of  these  sales.  I need  not  dilate  on 
llie  consequences  of  business  being  thus  almost 
monopolised  by  a few — the  country  glutted  with 
worthless  goods — every  class  of  society,  except  the 
-auctioneer,  suii'ering  severely  and  calling  on  you 
for  redress.  If  these  complicated  evils  were  tem- 
])orary,  iftiie  evils  themselves  were  diminishing, 
t’nere  would  be  less  reason  for  your  interference. 
But  the  reverse,  in  all  respects,  is  true.  Do  not 
rely  on  my  statements,  or  on  the  documents  to 
v/luch  you  have  been  referred;  ask  those  who  are 
dailv  witnesses  of  the  progress  of  this  wide  spread- 
ing Vuin — look  to  the  petitions  which  come  to  you 
from  tens  of  thousands  of  your  citizens;  not  manu- 
facturers merely,  but  merchants,  mechanics,  own- 
ers of  houses  and  ships,  all  join  in  deprecating  a 
common  calamity.  Injurious  as  auctions  are  to  the 
great  interest  of  tlie  country,  it  is  not  intended  to 
abolish  or  pi’ohibit  tliem;  the  hill  proposes  a duty 
cf  ten  per  cent,  on  manufactm^ed  articles,  and  will 
j\ot  put  the  American  and  foreign  merchants  on 
terms  of  fair  and  equal  competitffin.  Tlie  foreign- 
er can  aftbrd  to  pay  this  to  avoid  tlie^umerous  ex- 
])enses  which  woidd  attend  his  residence  among  us, 
in  managing  private  sales;  this  I feel  justified  in 
saying  from  the  almost  unanimous  opinion  of  those 
best  conversant  witli  tlie  sulqect.  With  cash  pay- 
ment of  the  duties,  it  would  no  doubt,  for  the  pre- 
sent, have  considerably  checked  and  perhaps  ulti- 
maiely  have  stopped  them. . But,  witli  the  present 
credits,  the,eliect  will  be  hut  littleJelt  as  tending 


to  a prohibition.  It  is  to  be  hoped  it  will  lessen 
them,  and  give  a fair  proportion  of  the  sales  to  our 
own  citizens;  it  will  be,  at  all  events,  a tax  to  that 
amount — an  offiset  to  the  numerous  and  great  facili- 
ties now  afforded  to  foreign  importations  and  sales; 
the  importer,  manufacturer,  and  the  treasury  will 
participate  in  the  benelits.  An  additional  duty  of 
live  per  cent,  is  proposed  when  the  sale  is  in  quan- 
tities less  than  they  were  imported.  'I'his  is  neces- 
sary for  the  protection  of  the  small  dealers  and  re- 
tailers. Auctioneers  now  sell  by  the  yard  as  well 
as  the  piece,  and  aim  at  a perfect  monopoly  as  well 
as  the  capitalist  or  the  small  trader;  it  cannot  be 
necessary  to  dwell  on  the  propriety  of  imposing 
a heavy  tax,  if  not  an  effectual  prohibition,  on 
this  part  of  the  system.  Though  the  petitions  all 
concur  in  asking  a duty  of  ten  per  cent,  on  all 
auction  sales,  without  regard  to  the  kind  of  goods, 
we  have  not  extended  it  to  such  as  are  imported  by 
oiir  own  merchants,  and  do  not  interfere  with  the 
fair  competition  between  ours  and  foreign  manu- 
factures. On  all  articles  not  manufactured,  it  is  pro- 
posed to  impose  two,  and  on  Am.erican  manuffic- 
turesone  per  cent.;  these  are  for  revenue.  The 
former  auction  duty  produced  about  800,00b  dol- 
lars a year;  that,  too,  during  the  war,  when  there 
were  but  few  imported  goods  in  the  country;  this 
will  probably  produce  a much  larger  amount,  and 
I hope  will  remove  objections  wliich  have  been 
made  to  the  other  bills,  by  those  who  are  alarmed 
at  the  state  of  the  treasury,  and  object  to  the  mea- 
sures proposed  by  the  committee  as  tending- to  im- 
pair it.  We  have  in  all  of  them  connected  this 
with  our  other  objects,  consistently  with  the  plan 
first  avowed— to  protect  the  industry  of  the  nation 
against  foreign  com.petition,  then  tax  it  its  fair  pro- 
portion of  the  public  burthens.  I hope  it  may  not 
be  deemed  injurious  to  commerce,  as  it  is  called 
for  by  the  almost  unanimous  voice  of  the  merchants 
as  necessary  for  their  assistance;  or  to  agriculture, 
as  without  it  the  sea-ports  will  be  depopulated  and 
its  only  remaining  market  taken  away;, and  to  manu- 
factures I need  not  say  the  measure  is  without  its  im- 
portance: as  it  can  injure  no  interest,  is  called  for  by 
all,  perhaps  it  may  escape  tlie  fate  of  the  last  one, 
and  at  least  one  thing  be  done  by  general  concur- 
rence. If  a measure  like  this  cannot  be  adopted,  I 
shall  indeed  despair  of  any  relief  for  the  distresses  of 
the  people;  it  seems  to  me  that  no  one  ought  to,  or 
can  be  willing  to  permit  this  thing  to  regulate  itself; 
if  an  evil  of  this  magnitude  cannot  be  checked,  go- 
vernment is  almost  an  useless  burthen;  if  the  inte- 
rests which  are  prostrated  by  auction  sales  are  not 
worthy  of  protection,  1 know  of  none  that  are. 

1 am  aware  of  one  ground  of,  opposition  to  this 
bill  which  arises  from  the  revenue  derived  by  the 
states  of  New-York  and  Pennsylvania,  and  perhaps 
some  otliers,  from  these  sales.  It  is  a matter  of  re- 
gret  that  the  general  good  should  call  for  a mea- 
sure injurious  to  any  part  of  the  union;  but  it  would 
be  a source  of  still  deeper,  that  local  interest  should 
prevent  its  adoption.  As  a mere  revenue  bill,  or 
as  one  tending  to  the  benefit  of  only  one  class  or 
body  of  men,  1 would  deem  it  a duty  to  the  state 
which  I in  part  represent,  toopposethe  diminution 
of  its  revenues  at  a time  when  its  treasury  requires 
eveiy  aid.  But  I would  ':e  an  unworthy  represen- 
tative of  that  great  aovl  (hsinterested  state,  if,  how- 
ever, dear  its  interests  may  be  to  me,  I would  not 
yield  to  considerations  of  general  concern.  As  a 
part  of  a general  system  for  the  protection  of  na- 
tional industry,  this  measure  has  become  indispen- 
sable; it  is  not  the  character  of  the  state,  it  is  not 
the  wish  of  its  reprc-seulatives,  to  prefer  local  ta 
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jjeiieral  objects;  the  sacrifice  will,  however,  be  but 
nominal  - the  merchants,  protected  and  enabled  by 
this  bill  to  prosecute  their  business,  will  cheerfully 
pay,  by  a tax  on  licenses  to  sell  foreign  goods,  the 
same  revenue  now  derived  from  auctions  if  their 
amount  should  be  diminished.  But  1 am  abundantly 
satisfied  that  it  will  be  much  less  than  is  feared. 
The  long  credits  of  the  custom-house  will  be  found 
to  amply  compensate  for  the  duty  and  auction  sales. 
'Fhe  former  are  the  cause,  the  uitter  the  effect.  As  we 
have  been  unable  to  diminisli  them,  the  only  re- 
source is  now  in  this  measure,  which  it  is  doubly 
incumbent  on  you  to  adopt  and  to  guard  against  all 
evasion.  When  a system  has  grown  to  the  extent 
of  this,  when  it  has  so  far  attained  to  a monopoly, 
that,  as  I am  informed  from  most  respectable  autho- 
rity, the  profits  of  one  auction  firm  have  exceeded 
100,000  dollars  a year,  it  is  to  be  expected  that 
great  efforts  will  be  made  to  counteract  and  evade 
the  provisions  of  a law  calculated  to  impair  the  ex- 
tent of  their  operations.  On  this  subject  great  pains 
have  been  taken  by  the  committee  in  the  details  of 
the  bill,  and  we  believe  they  will  be  efficient. 

I find  gentlemen  from  all  pari  s of  the  union  agree 
as  to  the  state  and  condition  of  our  commerce;  if  I 
have  been  mistaken  in  assigning  the  causes,  they 
are  called  on  to  correct  me,  and  assig'ii  the  true 
ones.  If  this  bill  will  not  check  its  embarrassments, 
to  say  what  will.  I'hey  will  remember  that  auctions 
are  a regulation  of  commerce,  on  the  part  of  the 
states,  by  making  public  sales  a monoj)oly  in  the 
hands  of  a few;  if  it  is  a convenient  mode  of  selling, 
it  oughtto  be  free  and  open  to  all;  if  otherwise,  let 
it  be  a source  of  revenue,  a mean  of  equalizing  sales 
on  foreign  and  American  account-shaped  and  con- 
troled  so  as  to  promote,  and  not  be  permitted  to 
destroy,  the  general  good  Though  these  sales  are 
not  the  ultimate,  they  are  the  operating  cause  of 
most  of  the  distress  which  is  now  so  general.  Con- 
nected with,  and  as  a consequence  of,  long  credits, 
they  are  the  instruments  whicli  fill  the  country  with 
foreign  goods  of  a bad  quality  and  low  price,  de- 
stroying competition,  either  by  the  manufacturer  or 
merchant — enabling  a few  to  do  the  business  of 
thousands — drawing  from  us  all  our  resources,  giv- 
ing employment  and  activity  to  none.  To  balance 
these  evils,  there  is  bnt  one  advantage,  which  might 
formerly  exist, but  haslongsince  ceased:  the  diminu- 
tion of  the  price  to  the  consumer.  It  is  well  known 
and  generally  admitted,  that  the  difference  in  price 
is  not  equal  to  the  difference  in  quality  and  mea- 
sure; the  apparent  loss  to  the  importer  is  a real 
gain;  the  apparent  gain  to  the  purchaser  a real 
joss.  These  reasons  would  justify  a total  prohibi- 
tion, and  the  time  may  not  be  distant  when  this 
will  become  necessary.  Auction  sales  must  be 
checked;  if  this  bill  should  pass,  we  can  find,  from 
its  effects,  whether  the  duties  ought  to  be  lessened 
or  increased;  the  general  effects  on  all  classes  of  the 
community,  are  such  as  I think  ought  to  unite  us 
all  in  going,  at  least,  to  the  extent  proposed;  it  will 
enable  us  to  ascertain  the  sources  of  the  general  de- 
pression; if  this,  is  not  the  proper  remedy,  experi- 
ence will  point  it  out — till  some  other  causes  are  as- 
signed, some  other  cures  proposed,  I must  feel  it 
my  duty  to  press  the  adoption  of  this. 

It  is  very  unpleasant  to  be  obliged  to  differ  from 
those  who  are  friendly  to  this  bill,  as  to  its  effects; 
as  it  is  one  which  was  called  for  principally  by  the 
petitions  of  merchants,  great  pains  have  been  taken 
to  acquire  from  them  such  information  as  would 
enable  the  committee  to  unite  theirs  with  the  ma- 
nufacturing interest.  It  was  not  intended  to  pro- 
htbit  auction  sales,  and  tfiat  it  will  not— I must  be 


allowed  to  speak  with  confidence,  arising,  not  ( roni 
conjecture,  but  facts  and  assurances,  the  result  of- 
accurate  calculations,  furnished  from  sources  en- 
titled to  the  most  perfect  credit.  I defend  it  as  a 
measure  necessary  to  place  the  American  merchant 
on  fair  competition  in  our  market;  as  necessary  to 
prevent  the  introduction  and  consumption  of  infe- 
rior goods,  deficient  in  measure  as  well  as  quality; 
to  diminish  the  temptation  to  purchase  that  wlvich  is 
nominally  cheap,  but  really  dear;  to  prevent  the 
country  from  being  so  completely  overstocked  as  to 
repress  all  efforts  to  bring  our  own  fabrics  into  com- 
petition with  foreign— not  as  an  exclusion  of  the 
foreigner  or  foreign  goods,  from  a fair  chance  on 
equal  terms.  Competition  is  the  security  of  the 
people  from  imposition,  but  it  cannot  exist  where 
there  is  a monopoly.  One  gentleman  speaks  of  a 
monopoly  of  selling  cheap,  as  one  to  be  favored:  il 
such  a monopolist  will  give  any  assurance  that  he 
will  continue, to  sell  thus  clieap,  when  he  has  the 
complete  command  of  the  market,  there  may  be 
some  reason  to  permit  him  to  enjoy  it.  But  let  the 
foreign  merchant  and  manufacturer  once  put  dovv^n 
the  domestic,  let  them  command  the  supply  of  the 
country,  and  competition  will  cease;  one  year’s 
profits  will  make  up  for  all  former  losses.  If  the 
foreigner’s  extortions  should  again  raise  onr  estab- 
lishments, so  as  to  create  some  competition,  he  will 
for  a time  reduce  his  prices  till  our  manufacturers, 
tired  of  the  endless  fluctuation,  will  forever  aban- 
doji  them  in  despair.  There  must  be  a system, 
steady  and  uniform  in  its  operations;  some  general 
measures  by  whidi  the  faith  of  the  nation  will  be 
pledged  to  support  its  true  interests,  not  gro\ving 
out  of  a policy  which  merely  resorts  to  temporaiy 
expedients  for  raising  revenue,  and  changes  with 
all  its  ebbs  and  flows.  Manufactories  are  the  work 
of  time;  their  perfection  is  progressive  and  gradual; 
those  concerned  cannot  invest,  withdraw,  and  re- 
invest their  capital  to  suit  every  surplus  or  deficit 
in  your  treasury.  Every  consideration  should  induce 
you  to  give  them  no  encouragement,  afford  them  no 
protection,  or  to  give  it  to  the  extent  of  the  na- 
tional objects  which  require  it— the  state  of  your 
commerce  points  this  out  as  the  only  means  of  its 
safety:  your  shipping  and  importing  merchants 
want  some  assurance  from  you,  that  they  will  not 
be  abandoned  and  their  interest  sacrificed,  by  your 
refusal  to  shape  your  systems  according  to  the 
events  which  control  their  operation.  Examine  the 
petitions  which  call  for  this  l:uv;  look  to  the  conse- 
quences which  merchants  tell  you  will  inevitably 
flow  from  auction  sales,  if  they  continue  uncontrol 
led  or  undisturbed:  they  call  on  you  to  regulate 
them  as  the  only  means  by  which  they  can  be  re- 
stored to  employment.  You  have  refused  to  go  to 
the  sources  of  the  cause  which  produces  tlie  ellects 
which  they  deprecate;  you  must  now  aim  at  the 
effects  themselves.  In  doing  it  in  the  manner  pro  - 
posed by  this  bill,  yon  aid  all  the  great  interests  of 
the  nation  in  the  only  mode  which  is  pi’acticable 
and  efficient..  It  will  secure  to  agriculture  a mar- 
ket, to  your  merchants  your  trade,  and  remove  one 
great  impediment  to  the  success  of  our  manufac- 
tures— call  it  encouragement  if  you  please,  it  is 
necessary:  they  have  struggled  long,  and  luu’d; 
their  importance  lias  notbeen  duly  estimated.  Now 
in  their  decline  they  require  permanent,  not  tem- 
porary, but  efficient  support,  though  not  injurious 
to  the  country.  Gentlemen,  who  complain  so  much 
of  the  measures  we  have  recomm'^nded,  have  not 
taken  the  trouble  to  examine  our  present  systems, the 
great  encouragement  to  foreign  importations  which 
they  hold  out,  and  the  powerful  obstacles  they  pre- 
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ijent  to  our  industry.  The  measures  vve  have  pro- 
posed are  no  more  than  are  necessary  to  enable  our 
manufacturers  to  come  into  fair  and  equal  competi- 
tion;  but  if  they  gain  the  entire  command  of  the 
home  market,  we  have  abundant  evidence  of  the 
salutary  effects  of  such  a measure.  I must  again 
refer  the  house  to  the  fact,  that  the  high  duties  on 
coarse  cottons  have  nearly,  if  not  wholly,  excluded 
the  foreign  article;  the  domestic  competition  lias 
improved  the  quality,  and  diminished  the  jirice: — 
they  are  now  made  at  a price  less  by  nearly  one- 
half  than  they  ever  were  imported.  ji  state  the  fact 
with  perfect  confidence;  no  one  will  or  can  contradict 
it;  it  is  confessedly  true.  With  evidence  of  this 
^conclusive  kind  to  answer  them,  I hope  gentlemen 
will  not  insist  that  the  encouragement  of  our  manu- 
factures is  a bounty  to  the  few  at  the  expense  of 
the  many;  tliat  domestic  monopoly  will  tend  to  in- 
crease the  price  to  the  consumer.  Fads  like  these, 
and  practical  observations  of  their  eff  ects,  are  the 
best  means  of  testing  measures  of  national  policy 
• — that  command  of  the  raai’ket  encourages  the  com- 
petition and  reduces  tlie  price,  we  have  now  ascer- 
tained by  a fair  experiment  for  four  years;  can  there 
be  a better  reason  offered  for  so  modifying  our  sys- 
tem as  to  embrace  other  articles  y/hich  are  neces- 
sa.ry  for  our  comfort  and  %vants?  In  adopting  a prin- 
ciple which  has  produced  the  same  results  where- 
ever  it  has  been  brought  into  operation,  we  can  cer- 
tainly be  exposed  to  no  risks;  but  if  we  abandon  it— 
leave  fore  ign  bounties,  custom  house  credits  and  auc- 
tion sales,  to  operate  without  restriction  or  coun- 
ter action,  aj'e  ypu  not  trusting  to  theories  wdiich  no 
other  nation  has  followed  but  ours,  which  we  are 
now  called  on,  by  tlie  strongest  expressions  of  pub- 
lic opinion,  the  most  alarming  evidences  of  general 
distress,  to  explode?  When  you  complain  of  the 
extravagant  protection  asked  for  our  industry,  look 
to  your  own  laws  for  the  almost  boundless  enppu- 
ragement  offered  to  foreign.  If  your  custom-house 
bounties  must  continue,  if  your  accumulated  regu- 
lations to  favor  imports  are  too  sacred  to  be  toadied, 
fit  leijist  tax,  and  tux  highly,  those  monopolists,  those 
monopolising  sales,  made  such  by  state  authorit}^, 
winch  take  from  our  own  citizens,  not  only  all 
chance  of  competing  in  the  manufacturing,  but  the 
distribution  of  the  articles  of  consumption.  In  pre- 
tending to  guard  alike  the  great  interests  of  the 
country,  preseiwe  at  least  the  semblance  of  impar- 
tiality, If  one  of  yours,  pr  any  state  system,  gives 
bounty  or  a premium  to  foreign  industry  ovpr 
ours,  check  and  countervail  it,  if  no  fai'tfier,  at  all 
events  so  as  to  equalize,  to  afford  some  competition. 
In  your  zeal  to  guard  against  a domestic,  do  not 
create  a foreign  monopoly— in  putting  it  out  of  the 
power  of  manufacturers  to  continue  their  establish- 
ments, for  fear  of  excessive  profits,  are  you  sure 
that  the  merchants  will  not  avail  themselves  of  the 
power  you  thus  give  them— I am  not  aware  of  any 
greater  security  from  imposition  by  them. 

We  are  told  pf  ten  per  cent,  as  the  regular  mer- 
cantile profit  on  foreign  importations.  I Iiaff  thought 
the  rule  was  what  an  articlp  would  bear,  depending 
on  the  quantity  and  demand;  that  those  were  the 
standard  by  which  to  estimate  and  class  the  profits; 
the  gentleman  surely  could  nothave  referred  to  the 
last  war,  and  he  will  find  himself  as  far  mistaken,  in 
calculating  profits  at  ten  per  cent,  if  there  is  once 
u command  of  the  market  by  tliose  who  are  neither 
bound  to  the  government  or  people  of  this  country 
by  any  tie  or  obligation.  Let  me  again  ask  the 
gentlemen  if  they  prefer  a foreign  to  a domestic 
monopoly;  the  supply  of  our  mtirket  to  be  in  the 
hands  pf  those  who  arc  identified  with  the  prosperi- 


ty of  the  nation,  or  those  who  can  prosper  only  by” 
our  adversities.  This  bill  is  necessary  to  guard 
against  such  a monopoly,  by  enabling  our  merchants 
to  compete  with  foreign;  this  is  its  great  object;  it 
is  not  a manufacturing'  bill,  though  important  as 
part  of  a system  for  the  foi*  the  protection  of  that 
interest;  its  operation  may  not  be  vei*y  decisive. — 
The  great  cause  of  the  declension  of  domestic  in- 
dustry is  the  extent  of  foreign  importations,  the 
supplying  the  demands  of  the  country  from  foi-eign 
sources — not  the  mode  of  selling  or  the  persons  ivlio 
sell,  whether  at  auction  or  private  sale;  if  our  sup- 
ply must  be  from  abroad,  you  will  see  bow  little 
will  be  the  gains  to  manufactures,  by  changing  tlie 
distribution  from  one  set  of  merchants  to  another 
— but,  as  a part  of  a great  system  necessary  to  guard 
all  the  industry  of  the  nation,  to  put  heavy  clogs 
on  sales  which  are  destroying  ail,  I hope  you  will 
see  the  necessity  of  its  adoption.  Gentlemen  may 
talk  as  they  please  about  the  necessary  hostility  be- 
tween agriculture,  commerce  and  manufactures; 
but  in  their  zeal  against  the  latter  they  are  sure  to 
injure  the  former — look  round  the  country,  you 
find  them  all  alike  depressed  by  the  same  causes; 
trace  their  progress  in  other  nations;  they  go  hand 
in  hand,  mutually  giving  and  receiving  support — 
the  universal  sentiment  of  the  people,  expressed  in 
their  toasts  on  all  national  festivals,  “agriculture, 
commerce  and  manufactures,’^  has  aidsen  from  ex- 
perience and  observation  of  their  intimate  connec- 
tion in  a firm  and  permanent  state  of  things.  The 
time  has  been  when,  during  the  twenty  five  years  pf 
the  tornado  in  Europe,  the  wants  by  other  nations  of 
our  produce,  as  well  as  carriers  for  their  own, 
held  out  such  inducements  to  agriculture  and  com- 
merce as  made  us  overlook  manufactures,  and  think 
their  prosperity  inconsistent  with  afiouvishing  com- 
merce. Thp  unexampled  continuance  of  this  state 
of  things  has  led  us  to  believe  it  the  natural  course 
of  events,  which  is  only  checked  by  a peace;  to  re- 
sort to  expedients  of  all  kinds  to  keep  off  a system 
whiph  our  distresses  will  make  inevitable;  to  trust 
to  vain  and  illusory  hopes  ofa  recurrence  of  events 
beyond  all  human  probability;  disi»egarding  expe- 
rience, the  conviction  of  reason,  and  tlie  embaiTass- 
ments  which  now  reach  every  man  in  the  commu^ 
nity, — No  gentleman  can  point  out  an  injury  which 
this  bill  will  do  to  any  interest  in  the  country;  1 un- 
derstand the  source  of  the  opposition,  it  tends  to 
benefit  manufactures;  the  friends  of  commerce 
ought  to  pause  before  they  carry  the  opposition  too 
far.  The  effects  of  auction  sales  have  become  alarm- 
ing; they  threaten  to  depopulate  two  of  your  proud- 
est commercial  cities;  all  classes  join  in  their  peti- 
tions; though  these  evils  may  not  be  soseverely  felt 
in  other  places,  I beg  gentlemen,  who  represent 
them,  to  remember,  that  ilie  evil  has  become  firmly 
fixed,  is  rapidly  spreading,  and  will  soon  reach 
them.  They  must  not  indulge  in  fancied  security 
for  themselves,  or  feel  indifference  for  the  distres- 
ses of  their  neighbors,  not  of  one  class  or  interest, 
but  all.  This  bill  is  necessary  to  save  our  commerce 
and  merchants;  it  is  astonishing  to  me  that  it  can 
be  opposed  by  those  who  profess  to  be  their  friends. 
Cannot  they  judge  for  themselves;  do  not  their  pe- 
titions speak  to  you  in  a language  which  you  will 
believe?  The  tariff  was  opposed,  and  the  custom 
house  bill  defeated,  because  they  were  thought  un- 
favorable to  commerce.  I now  call  on  the  gentle- 
nien  to  show  tlieir  sincerity  in  advocating  this  bill,, 
which"  is  imperiously  called  for,  more  for  the  pro- 
tection of  that  interest  than  any  other,  by  at  least 
nine-tenths  of  the  merchants  ofNew  York,  Philadel- 
phia and  Baltimore; — from  the  mterior  and  west 
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the  call  has  not  been  so  imperious— the  evil  has  not 
and  can  never  he  so  deeply  felt,  if  our  manufac- 
tures are  to  be  prostrated;  if  the  credits  on  lands 
are  to  be  taken  away,  and  yours  continued  on  im- 
ported goods;  if  we  are  to  be  the  mere  consumers 
of  the  jiroduce  of  other  countries;  the  commercial 
interests  must  reflect  well  on  tlie  mighty  impor- 
tance to  U3  of  checking  auction  sales;  of  t’le  danger 
of  an*aying  itself  against  a strong  and  growing  inte- 1 
t.erest;  we  are  in  our  infancy;  but  it  will  soon  be 
manhood.  You  can  easily  trace  the  march  of  wealth 
and  power— it  is  to  the  west.  It  was  one  of  the  e;ir- 
liest  lessons  I was  taught,  to  conciliate  and  be  on 
good  terms  with  boys — they  will  soon  be  men;  let 
me  recommend  this  lesson  to  the  commercial  oppo- 
nents of  this  bill  and  point  their  attention  to  the 
next  census.  This,  of  all  others,  is  a timel'or  union, 
for  common  action;  each  must  give  up  something 
to  save  all  from  the  ruinous  effects  of  your  present 
systems.  JAve  and  let  live,  is  a good  rule  for  indi- 
viduals and  shoidd  be  adopted  by  legislators.  Here 
is  a measure  of  a national  cliaracter;  it  will  bene- 
fit all  interests  for  which  any  of  us  are  concerned, 
though  not  in  the  same  degree;  we  must  not  calcu- 
late the  proportions,  but  only  whether  it  is  not  ne- 
cessary and  indispensable — it  is  not  the  less  inte- 
resting to  me  because  it  is  peculiarly  bendieialfor 
merchants;  goaded,  abused,  as  I have  been,  it  shall 
not  provoke  me  to  hostility;  the  allusions  I have 
made  must  not  be  called  the  language  of  threats, 
but  taken  as  the  caution  and  advice  of  a friend. — 
Commerce,  no  more  than  manufactures,  can  sup 
port  itself  against  foreign  competion  and  your  in- 
.dilference;  it  requires  legislative  aid,  which  must 
be  freely  and  liberally  afforded,  not  for  its  exclusive 
benefit  and  the  injury  of  other  interests  equally 
interesting;  it  requires  none  sucii,  for  there  is  in 
'this  country  one  community  of  interests:  national 
measures  will  promote  and  save  all  alike.  I'he 
commerce  of  the  nation  camvot  be  benefitted  by 
measures  that  will  destroy  the  agriculture  and  ma- 
jiufactures;  they  are  its  only  materials:  the}'  rest  too 
©n  commerce  as  the  only  means  of  distributing 
their  products:  sensible  of  this,  the  committee 
feel  a consciousness  that  they  have  been  true  to 
these  principles — that  their  measures  have  not  been 
partial  in  their  design,  or,  if  adopted,  will  prove  so 
in  their  operation.  Tliey,  at  all  events,  must  be 
exempted  from  this  charge.  Though  convenient 
and  useful  for  the  protection  of  mamifactures,  the 
general  principles  and  details  will  be  found  to  be 
cautiously  devised  for  the  protection  and  benefit  of 
the  American  merchant,  and  I believe  have  met 
with  their  general  and  unqualified  approbation. — 
Though  eminating  from  a committee  of  manufac- 
tures, it  has  excited  no  jealous  fears  except  in  this 
bouse — there  is  no  alarm  in  the  sea  ports;  it  is 
strange  to  me  there  is  any  here;  still  stranger,  when 
I see  the  quarter  from  which  it  comes.  While  there 
is  a disposition  to  make  a common  cause,  to  do 
as  much  for  one  as  the  other  interests  of  the  coun- 
try, let  me  entreat  gentlemen  to  cultivate  and  avail 
themselves  of  this  generous  feeling;  to  abandon  the 
delusive  hopes  wliich,  contrary  to  their  own  con- 
victions, they  still  indulge.  Commerce  is  not  and 
will  not  be  what  it  was — it  has  departed  from  us, 
and  can  only  be  reclaimed  by  legislation — cannot 
regulate  itself;  has  been  destroyed  for  the  want  of 
regulations  which  this  bill  calls  for.  It  must  not 
be  ojiposed  because  it  contains  protection  to  others 
— commerce  ought  not  to  be  the  exclusive,  though 
a principal,  object  of  our  care;  we  must  look  for 
the  causes  which  have  given  it  a proud  pre-emi- 
nence— they  have  ceased  and  cannot  recur,  it  has 


been  in  a long  fever,  unnatural  state  of  excite- 
ment,  buoyed  up  by  foreig;t  aid;  now  it  is  met  by 
foi  eigii  competition,  tlie  nui  ural,  obvious  effects  of 
a general  peace,  which  will  he  more  and  more  felt 
by  ils  continuance:  to  resume  the  .sphere  of  its  for- 
mer action  has  become  impossible;  to  o]>en  new 
ones,  to  retain  what  is  left,  otlier  means  must  be  re- 
sorted to,  than  to  rely  on  the  expectation  of  events 
which  can  never  happen.  The  supremacy  of  com- 
merce has  passed— it  is  our  imperious  duty  to  aid 
and  protect  it,  but  not  to  make  it  the  sole  object  of 
our  concern;  if  its  IViends  urge  and  persist  in  these 
pretensions,  tliey  must  look  to  the  consequences. 
Hhlierto  the  country  has  united  in  its  supfiort,  let 
it  not  be  spoiled  by  indulgence;  its  operations  ex- 
amined too  minutely,  and  its  extravagant  preten- 
sions to  exclusive  jM-otection  unite  against  it  t!ie 
two  other  great  cla.s.ses  of  society — T am  anxious  to 
avoid,  to  avert  these  dangers;  to  take  advantage  of 
this  time  to  adopt  salutary  national  measures,  ne- 
cessary for  the  general  Welfare— you  cannot,  with- 
out ruin  to  all,  sejiarate  the  great  sources  of  nation- 
al wealtii  and  power— you  must  recur  to  princi- 
ples applicable  to  your  present  situation,  and  make 
allowances  for  the  changes  m our  relations  with 
other  nations--these  will  account  for  the  state  of 
our  agriculture,  commerce  and  manufactures,  and 
ought  to  convince  you  of  the  duty  of  immediate  ac- 
tion. For  myself  I much  regret  that  any  excitement 
should  have  been  caused  by  the  measures  offered 
for  your  adoption;  that  there  should  bethought  to 
be  any  Iiostiliiy  between  the  great  interests  which 
I think  alike  deserving  of  support;  if  there  is  any  it 
is  beyond  my  perception--nol  only  unseen  but  un- 
felt by  me.  If  tliese  measures  are  defeated,  or  kept 
off  till  public  distress  forces  their  enactment;  if 
there  should  be  then  a disposition,  in  what  must 
some  day  be  the  {ireponderating  interest  of  the 
country,  to  act  alone  for  itself,  I beg  the  house  to 
remember  that  such  a disposition  is  not  to  be  found 
in  these  bills;  that  it  has  not  been  avowed  or  evinced 
by  me;  that  I here  publicly  deprecate  snch  a spirit, 
and  in  a warning  voice  entreat  others  not  to  indulge 
it. 


Legislatare  of  Massachusetts. 

'Extract  from  the  speech  of  Gov.  Brooks  to  both  braiu 
ches  of  the  legislature,  June  6, 1820. 

But  the  welfare  of  the  state,  I am  aware,  is  not 
wholly  under  your  controul.  Its  prosperity  may 
be  promoted  or  impaired  by  causes  extraneous  to 
its  local  authorities  and  institutions.  The  right  of 
regulating  commerce  is  exclusively  vested  in  the 
gxivernment  of  the  United  States,  and  the  people  of 
this  states  are  deeply  interested  in  the  administra- 
tion of  that  great  branch  of  political  economy  and 
national  revenue.  The  interests  of  Massachusetts 
are  essentially  agricultural  and  commercial.  Do- 
mestic manufactures,  upon  which  immense  labor  is 
bestowed,  have  grown  up,  and  interwoven,  with 
agriculture.  The  mechanic  arts,  which  now  give 
lucrative  employment  to  a vast  proportion  of  the 
population  of  this  state,  have  sprung  spontaneously 
from  the  wants,  and  have  thriven  and  multiplied  in 
proportion  to  tlie  increased  numbers  and  wealth  of 
the  people.  Agriculture,  navigation,  and  com- 
merce, maintain  an  intimate  relation  with  the  me- 
chanic arts;  they  mutually  sustain  and  are  support- 
ed by  each  other.  Hitiierto,  conformable  to  the 
genius  and  maxims  of  free  republican  government.®., 
all  the  departments  of  industry  have  been  equally 
protected  by  the  hu^  s.  I'he  destination  of  labor 
and  capital  has  been  controlled  by  the  option  of  in- 
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tlivicluals;  and  in  this  freedom  of  choice  our  liberty 
greatly  consists.  are  characterized  1)y  no  Asia- 
tic casts,  nor  degraded  into  villanage  by  the  tyran- 
ny ov  feudal  laws,  but  the  citizens  of  our  republic, 
liaving  equal  constitutional  rights,  are  entitled  to 
equal  protection  in  the  pursuit  of  hajtpiness. 

From  the  earliest  period  of  the  history  of  the 
people  of  this  state,  industry  appears  to  have 
been  a prominent  trait  of  character,  accompani- 
ed by  a talent  of  judiciously  applying  its  pow- 
ers to  the  purposes  of  subsistence  and  accumula- 
tion. The  primitive  fathers  of  Massachusetts 
brought  with  them,  in  their  pilgrimage,  a moderate 
c.i’piial,  and  a good  knowledge  of  the  arts  of  life,  If 
the  greater  part  of  their  number  were  engaged 
in  bringing  forward  their  agricultural  settlements, 
Others  were  no  less  assiduously  employed  in  conci- 
liating-, the  good  will  of  the  savages  with  fi  view  to 
the  fur  trade,  of  exploring  th.e  coast  foj’  the  ulterior 
purposes  of  establishing  fisheries  and  commerce. — 
Whilst  the  utmost  scope  was  thus  given  to  enter- 
]u-ize,  tliey  prosecuted  their  most  weighty  concerns 
witii  consummate  wisdom  and  eminent  success. — 
And  it  is  but  paying  a just  tribute  of  respect  to  the 
memory  of  our  reverend  progenitors  to  acknoy/- 
ledge,  that  to  their  good  sense  in  giving  directions 
to  industry  andcapital,totheirpiousand  patriotic  in- 
stitutions, and  to  their  correct  and  economical  habits, 
weave  indebted  for  many  of  pur  most  substantial  en- 
joynieuts.  I'his  ancient  inetropolis,  so  long  greet- 
ed as  the  cradle  of  American  liberty;  our  university, 
that  rich  nursery  of  literature  and  science,  whose 
.origin  is  inscribed  on  the  first  pag-es  of  Massachu- 
setts’ history;  many  of  the  towns  and  villages  which 
adorn  our  sea  coast,  are  among’  the  beloved  niomi- 
jTients  of  the  eiUerprize,.  and  the  wisdom,  and  life 
patriotism  of  our  venerated  ancestors. 

The  gifts  of  nature  .are  distributed  with  an  un- 
sparing hand,  by  one  common  parent,  but  in  vari- 
ous foims  and  in  different  proportions,  over  every 
section  of  the  eiu-tit.  Products,  which  ai-e  denied 
jo  some,  are  bestanved  on  other.s  in  g'l’eat  profusion. 
'!  liosc  objects  which  excite  the  keenest  tliii'st  of 
.-ivaricc  every  wirere,  are  imparted  only  to  particu- 
lar regions;  althong’h  every  known  portion  of  the 
globe  i.s  possessed  of  some  peculiar  product  of  more 
intrinsic  value  than  thb  precious  metals.  In  this 
diversity  arc  to  be  found  the  elements  of  commerce; 
whicii,  being-  modified  and  preserved  by  human  in- 
gcmiity,  become  the  object  of  desire  and  exchange, 
upd  common  sources  of  enjoyment  to  the  wliole  hu- 
man family.  And  I may  add,  that  wliile  the  com- 
mercial interco\irse  of  nations  serves  to  multiply 
the  means  of  snb.siotence,  and  tlie  objects  of  taste 
an4  convenience,  it  tends  to  humanize  the  pj-iginal 
savageness  of  our  nature,  s>nd  to  make  niaii  the 
friend  and  auxiliary  of  man. 

Put  reciprocity  is  the  vital  principle  of  commerce. 
The  idea  is  not  for  a moment  to  be  sustained,  that 
a Uialion  shpuld  be  able  to  avail  itself  of  the  pro 
<iucts  qf  others,  without  being  able  in  sojne  form  to 
pay  an  equivalent.  Nor  is  the  doctrine  to  be  admit- 
ted,  th^  a nation  may  be  rich,  and  great,  and  ])ros- 
perous,  and  happy,  by  immuring  itself  within  its 
own  boundaries,  and  consuming  on  its  own  necessi- 
ties the  fruits  of  its  labor.  The  wl;ole  history  of  lui- 
inan  affairs  is  opposed  to  such  an  hypothesis.  Gain 
jftthe  only  unfading  incitement  to  industry,  f^abor, 
gradr.ated  by  tiie  same  hope  of  competent  subsis- 
icnce,  must,  bc;,ides  exposing  the  laborer  to  evils 
arising  from  accidents  and  unpropitions  seasons, 
become  languid  and  spiritless,  and,  being  conduct- 
ed with  apathy,  will  probably  terminate  in  suffering 
and  ruiifo  The  wealth  of  a nation  is  but  the  aggre- 


gate of  the  wealth  of  individuals,  which  is  great, 
or  otherwise,  in  the  ratio  of  its  exchangeable  value. 
It  requires  no  formal  induction  of  reasoning-  to  show,' 
that  as  every  state  and  nation  is  endowed  with  dis- 
tinctive advantages,  its  prosperity  must  depend  on 
tlie  use  made  of  those  advantages,  and  in  their  be- 
ing developed  by  a judicious  application  of  indus- 
try. In  proportion  as  industry  is  thus  applied,  will 
be  its  power  of  accumulation,  and  the  amount  of 
surplus  above  consumption  goes  to  form  the  mer- 
cantile capital  of  the  slate.  It  is  not  intended  to  be 
insinuated,  that  the  exchangeable  products  of  a 
st^te  arise  exclusively  frojm  agricultural  excess,  nor 
that  the  commerce  of  nations  consists  in  a specilic 
exchange  of  their  respective  commodities.  It  is  far 
Otherwise.  Capital  may  be  generated  by  every 
possible  modification  of  labor,  and  extensive  inter- 
nal commerce  is  known  to  exist  with  little  or  no  di- 
rect barter  of  local  products. 

Hence  the  unspeakable  importance  of  commerce 
to  the  people  of  Massachusetts.  Denied  a genial 
climate  and  a prolllic  soil,  many  thousands  of  them 
are  compelled  to  seek  their  sustenance  from  the 
ocean,  and  to  become  carriers  of  the  wealth  of 
others.  Circumstances  favorable  for  ship-building, 
for  navigation,  for  the  fisheries  of  every  description, 
and  for  the  formation  of  seamen,  having  presented 
themselves  to  their  choice,  have  led  to  great  irj- 
tenseness  of  industry;  which,  by  the  involutions  of 
commerce,  has  been  converted  into  werdth.  The 
official  statements  of  the  United  States  treasury 
department,  suiriciently  establish  the  importance  of 
the  navigation  and  commerce  of  Massachn.sett.s, 
not  only  as  branches  of  political  economy,  but  as 
sources  of  public  revenue.  For  a number  qf  years 
past,  we  learn,  by  official  documents,  that  one  third 
part  of  tlie  tonnage  of  the  United  States  has  been 
owned  by  the  citizens  of  this  state;  and  that  the 
exports  of  foreigii  produce,  the  last  year,  exceeded 
by  a large  amount  the  exports  of  any  other  state  in 
the  union. 

Whilst,  then,  the  interests  of  navigation  and  com- 
mei-ce  must  be  peculiarly  dear  to  the  citizens  of 
this  state,  as  means  of  subsistence,  they  have  strong 
claims  to  the  patronage  of  the  national  government 
as  sources  of  income.  The  circumstances  of  the 
United  States,  at  all  times,  require  no  inconsidera- 
ble revenue;  and  experience  has  shewn  that  reve* 
nue,  derived  from  a judicious  rate  of  imposts,  of  all 
others,  is  the  most  certain,  and  the  most  easily  paid. 
Excessive  restrictions  on  trade  lessen  the  amount 
of  iinposis  and  induqe  a resort  to  direct  taxes,  which 
the  people  wijl  be  less  able  to  pay,  as  the  products 
of  agriculture  shall  be  reduced  in  value  by  the  di- 
minution of  commerce. 

A ju.st  government  will  be  disposed  to  do  equal 
justice  to  all  its  citizens,  and  to  afford  equal  encou- 
ragement to  every  branch  of  useful  labor.  And  the 
utmost  impulse  being  thus  given  to  industry,  tlie 
general  prosperity  and  happiness  may  be  expected 
to  ensue. 


TJ.  S.  Naval  Fraternal  Association. 

We  recently  noticed  a meeting  of  delegates  from 
several  of  the  naval  stations  of  the  United  State.s, 
at  New-Vork,  for  the  purpose  of  forming  a cha- 
ritable association  for  the  relief  of  the  families  of 
decear,ed  officers;  and  have  since  been  favored 
witli  a copy  of  tlieir  proceedings.  As  it  may  be 
useful  to  many,  we  givethe  constitution  at  length; 
pi-emising  that  after  it  was  adopted,  the  foliowing’ 
gentlemen  were  provisionally  appointed  to  exe- 
cute the  duties  of  the  board  of  directors: 
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Commodore  Isaac  IlulU*  mastercomrnandant  Jo/m 
7/.  Elton,  major  John  M Gamble,^  marine  corps; 
lieuten  int  David  Connor,  doctor  Edxvard  Culbush, 
reverend  Cheever  Felch,  purser  Robert  C.  Eiidloiv, 
surgeon’s  mate  Frederick  P.  Markham,  sailing  mas- 
ter Francis  MaLlaby,  midshipman  Franklin  Jiu- 
chanan. 

Constitution  of  the  United  States  JVaval  Fratetmal 
^Association,  for  the  relief  of  the  families  oj  deceased 
of  leers. 

At  a convention  of  delegates,  appointed  by  the 
officers  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  organizing  an  association  for  the  relief  and 
support  of  the  families  of  deceased  officers,  hoiden 
on  boardthe  United  States’  ship  Washington,  in  the 
harbor  of  New- York,  the  following  constitution  was 
made  and  adopted: 

The  officers  of  the  United  States’  naval  service 
being  associated  in  the  same  duties  and  dangers, 
and  bound  to  each  other  by  long  intimacies,  like 
interests  and  personal  friendships,  cannot  but  re- 
gard the  families  of  each  other,  as  having  claims  for 
mutual  and  united  protection.  Considering  the 
liability  of  the  families  of  officers  to  lose  their  na- 
tural protectors,  from  whom  they  had  derived  their 
support,  and  desirous  of  guarding  against  the  pe- 
cuuiary  distresses  of  the  families  of  their  brethren, 
the  officers  of  the  navy  and  marine  corps  do  volun- 
tarily unite  in  a fraternal  association  for  the  protec- 
tion, support  and  relief  of  families  vvtio  may  be 
placed  in  such  circumstances  as  to  require  aid. 

To  accomplish,  in  a systematical  and  permanent 
manner,  so  desirable  an  object,  they  do  make  and 
subscribe  the  following  constitution  as  the  basis  of 
tire  association,  and  the  form  of  government  which 
shall  direct  its  operations: 

AllTICLE  I, 

Sec.  1.  This  society  shall  be  known  by  the  name 
and  title  of  ‘‘The  United  States  A'^anuil  Fraternal 
Association,  for  the  relief  of  the  families  of  deceased 
officers.^' 

Sec.  2.  It  shall  be  composed  of  such  commission- 
ed officers  in  the  navy  and  marine  corps,  and  such 
sailing  masters  and  midshipmen  as  shall  have  at- 
tained the  age  of  eighteen  years,  who  shall  volun- 
tarily subscribe  the  constitution  of  the  society  and 
pay  the  fee  of  admittance. 

Sec.  3.  Any  officer  now  in  service  entitled  to  be- 
come a member,  who  shall  not  avail  himself  of  the 
privilege  wdthin  six  months  after  being  in  the  coun- 
try, or  any  officer  entering  the  service  hereafter 
who  shall  not  become  a member  within  one  month 
after  being  entitled  to  membership,  shall  not  be 
admitted  unless  by  ballot  of  the  board  of  directoi’S. 

Sec.  4.  No  officer  shall  become  a member  unless 
he  pay  the  amount  of  the  assessments  and  interest 
which  would  have  accrued  thereon  from  the  time 
that  he  might  have  become  a member. 

Sec.  5.  Any  officer  on  paying  one  hundred  and 
fifty  dollars  shall  be  considered  a member  for  life, 
and  shall  be  exempted  from  any  further  assessments. 

Sec.  6.  The  board  of  directors  shall  have  tlie 
power  of  making  honorary  members  of  such  dis- 
tinguished citizens  of  the  United  States  as  may  ex- 
press a desire  of  joining  the  association,  who  shall 
be  entitled  to  vote  in  the  concerns  of  the  society. 

Sec.  7.  Each  member  shall  receive  a diploma, 
certifying  l«s  membership,  signed  by  the  president 
and  secretary. 

^^Commodore  Chauncey  was  first  chosen,  but  de- 
clining to  serve,  commodore  Hall  was  unanimously 
elected. 


Sec.  8.  Any  member  neglecting  to  pay  the  as- 
sessments for  one  year,  (unless  absent  from  the 
country),  or  neglecting  to  pay  when  called  on  after 
a delinquency  of  six  months,  shall  forfeit  his  mem- 
bership. 

Sec.  9.  Any  member  who  shall  leave  the  navy 
with  honor,  shall  be  considered  a member  so  long 
as  he  pays  his  assessments,  and  he  shall  be  entitled 
to  all  privileges,  except  being  eligible  as  a director. 
Sec.  10.  Every  officer  who  shall  be  dismissed  the 
service  of  the  United  States,  by  the  sentence  of  a 
court  martial,  shall  not  be  entitled  to  a vote,  nor 
shall  he  meet  the  society  on  any  occasion;  but  as 
this  association  is  based  u]ion  principles  of  pure 
benevolence,  if  a person  so  circumstanced  shall 
continue  to  pay  Ins  quarterly  fees,  his  family  shall 
be  equally  entitled  with  the  families  of  members  to 
all  the  advantages  of  the  association. 

Sec.  11.  Any  member  shall  be  at  liberty  to  with- 
draw whenever  he  siiall  signify  such  a wish  to  the 
board  of  directors. 

AllTICLE  IT. 

See.  1.  The  management  of  all  the  concerns  of 
the  association  shall  be  vested  in  a board  of  direc- 
tors, consisting  of  one  from  each  grade  of  officers 
in  the  navy  entitled  to  membership,  and  one  from 
the  officers  of  marine  corps,  to  be  elected  annually 
in  the  manner  hereafter  prescribed. 

Sec.  2.  Every  officer  who  is  a member  of  the  as- 
sociation shall  have  a right  to  vote  for  directors  by 
proxy,  provided  such  proxy  be  given  to  an  officer  of 
Iiis  own  grade. 

Sec.  3.  T he  meetings  for  the  election  of  directors 
shall  be  held  on  the  first  Monday  in  July  annual]}^, 
by  public  notice  from  the  senior  member  of  the 
association  on  each  .station;  and  the  officers  of  each 
class  shall  vote  for  a director  of  their  own  grades 
and  one  officer  of  each  grade,  with  the  secretary 
of  the  meeting,  shall  count  and  declare  the  votes; 
which  votes  being  certified  by  the  president  and 
secretary,  shall  be  returned  to  the  secretary  of  the 
board  within  ten  da>s  after  the  election. 

Sec.  4.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  and 
treasurer  of  the  board  to  count  the  number  of  votesf 
for  each  class  which  shall  have  been  returned  with- 
in sixty  days  after  the  election;  and  the  officer  of 
eaph  class  who  may  have  the  highest  number,  shall 
bd  considered  elected.  The  secretary  shall  record 
£jll  votes  returned,  and,  within  ten  days  after  count- 
ing them,  shall  notify  each  member  of  his  election. 

\S'ec.  5.  Should  any  director  die,  or  decline  serv- 
ing, the  board  of  directors  shall  supply  the  vacancy 
by  an  officer  of  the  same  grade. 

Sec.  6.  If  two  or  more  candidates  for  the  office 
of  director  should  have  an  equal  number  of  votes, 
the  board  of  directors  shall  decide  which  of  the 
candidates  shall  be  entitled  to  the  seat. 

Sec.  7.  The  board  of  directors  shall  meet  at  the 
seat  of  government  on  the  first  Monday  in  January 
annually,  and  elect  from  their  own  body  a president 
and  vice  president,  and  appoint  a treasurer  and 
sacretary,  who  shall  be  members  of  the  institution. 

Sec.  8.  The  president  shall  have,  besides  his  vote 
as  a director,  a casting  vote  in  all  questions  on  which 
the  board  maybe  equally  divided. 

Sec.  9.  Six  directors  shall  be  necessary  to  con. 
stitute  a quorom  for  the  transaction  of  business,  but 
a less  number  may  adjourn  to  any  other  day. 

Sec.  10.  At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  board,  the 
accounts  of  the  treasurer  shall  be  examined  and  set- 
tled; the  records  of  the  secretary  inspected;  the 
appropriations  of  funds  for  the  exigencies  of  the 
succeeding  year  be  made;  claims  on  the  society  ex- 
amined and  determined;  the  treasurer  directed 
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how  to  invest  the  funds,  and  the  current  business 
of  the  society  transacted. 

Sec.  11.  The  president  may  call  a special  meet- 
ing  of  the  board  on  any  extraordinary  occasion,  at 
such  place  as  may  be  most  convenient. 

Sec. 12.  The  board  of  directors  shall  have  power 
to  make  any  by-laws,  not  inconsistent  with  the  prin- 
ciples of  this  constitution. 

Sec.  13.  The  treasurer  and  secretary  shall  dis- 
charge the  duties  of  their  offices  until  others  are 
fippointed. 

ARTICLE  III. 

iS'ec.  1.  Ever}*^  officer  en  subscribing  to  the  con-1 
stitlltion,  shall  pay  to  the  treasurer  or  his  agent  ten 
dollars^ 

Set.  2.  Every  member  shall  pay  to  the  treasurer 
or  his  agent  a tjuarterly  assessment  of  three  dollars. 

Sec.  3.  The  treasurer  shall  vest  all  unappropriated 
moneys  in  such  national  or  state  stocks,  as  the  board 
of  directors  shall  order. 

Sec.  4.  Certificates  of  stock  shall  be  taken  in  the 
name  of  the  board  of  directors,  and  shall  not  be 
transferable  but  by  an  order  of  the  board,  signed 
by  the  president,  vice  president  and  secretaay. 

Sec.  5.  No  part  of  the  principal  of  funds  invested 
shall  ever  be  distributed. 

Sec.  6.  The  funds  shall  accumulate  for  at  least  five 
years  before  any  part  be  used,  except  for  the  neces- 
sary expenses  of  the  institution. 

Sec.  7.  Seven  per  cent,  at  least  on  all  moneys  ac- 
cruing annually  to  the  society,  shall  be  applied  to 
the  permanent  fund,  until  such  time  as  it  shall 
amount  to  five  hundred  thousand  dollars. 

ARTICLE  IT. 

Sec.  1.  The  disposable  funds  of  the  society  shall 
be  appropriated  by  the  board  of  directors  to  tlie 
relief  and  support  of  widows  and  orphans  of  mem- 
bers; or  in  case  a deceased  member  should  leave  no 
widow  or  child,  then  to  his  widowed  mother  or 
maiden  sister  or  sisters,  should  they  require  the 
aid  of  the  association;  and  for  no  other  purpose  ex- 
cept to  defray  the  necessary  expenses  of  the  insti- 
tution. 

Sec.  2.  The  support  and  relief  granted  from  the 
■funds  of  the  society  shall  be  without  relation  to  the 
grade  of  the  deceased  members,  but  according  to 
the  number  and  circumstances  of  the  families  re- 
quiriHg  aid. 

See.  3.  On  the  decease  of  a member  it  shall  be 
ihe  duty  of  the  secretary  of  the  board  to  write  to  the 
widow,  child,  widowed  mother,  or  maiden  sister, 
as  the  case  may  be,  inquiring  whether  their  situa- 
tion requires  relief  from  the  society.  Such  infor- 
mation as  he  may  receive,  he  shall  lay  before  the 
board  of  directors  at  their  next  meeting. 

Sec,  4.  Relief  shall  be  continued  to  male  children 
of  deceased  members  until  they  attain  thei,r  eigh- 
teenth year,  and  to  females  so  long  as  they  re- 
main unmarried,  and  no  longer. 

Sec.  5.  Each  director  may  be  allowed  fifteen 
cents  per  mile  to  cover  all  travelling  expenses  to 
and  from  the.  places  assigned  for  the  meeting  of 
the  board,  and  two  dollars  per  diem,  whilst  actual- 
ly engaged  in  the  affairs  of  the  institution. 

Sec.  6.  'I'he  secretary  and  treasury  sliall  receive 
such  reasonable  compensation  for  their  services  as 
the  board  of  directors  shall  deem  proper. 

Sec  7.  The  treasurer  is  authorised  to  receive 
any  donations  which  may  be  made  to  the  society, 
which  shall  be  added  to  the  permanent  funds  of  the 
institution 

Sec.  8.  All  orders  for  paying  moneys  shall  be 
drawn,  registered,  and  signed  by  the  secretary,  and 


approved  by  the  president  or  vice  president  of  the 
board. 

Sec.  9.  Orders  so  drawn,  registered,  signed  and 
approved,  and  such  only,  shall  be  good  vouchers  in 
the  settlement  of  the  accounts  of  the  treasurer. 

Sec.  10.  All  pei’sons paying  moneys  to  the  trea- 
surer sliall  take  duplicate  receipts  therefor,  and 
transmit  one  of  them  to  the  secretary. 

Sec.  11.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  secretary  to 
charge  the  treasurer  with  all  such  receipts,  and 
credit  him  with  all  orders  drawn  on  him. 

Sec.  12.  The  treasurer  shall  give  bonds  for  the 
faithful  performance  of  his  duty,  to  the  amount  of 
the  funds  that  may  be  at  his  disposal  during  the  year 
for  which  he  shall  be  appointed. 

Sec.  13.  The  society  shall  have  a common  seal, 
which  shall  be  kept  by  the  secretary,  and  affixed  to 
all  papers  of  the  institution. 

Sec.  14.  This  constitution  shall  not  be  altered  or 
amended,  unless  such  alteration  or  amendment  be 
proposed  at  an  annual  meeting  of  the  board  of  direc- 
tors, and  approved  by  two  thirds  of  them.  The 
amendment  or  amendments  proposed  shall  then 
be  submitted  to  the  members  ofthe  institution,  and, 
if  approved  by  four  fifths  of  them,  previously  to  the 
next  annual  meeting,  it  shall  become  a part  of  the 
constitution. 

Sec.  15.  The  board  of  directors  shall  prescribe 
the  manner  in  which  the  opinions  of  the  members 
shall  be  ascertained  respecting  any  proposed 
amendment  of  this  constitution. 

Sec.  16.  The  secretary  of  the  board  shall  furnish 
every  commander  in  the  navy,  and  officers  of  the 
marine  corps  commanding,  with  a copy  of  this  con- 
stitlltion,  to  which  officers  may  subscribe. 

Done  this  fifteenth  day  of  July,  in  the  5^ear  of  our 
lord  one  thousand  eight  hundred  and  twenty, 
and  of  the  independence  of  the  United  States 
of  America  the  forty-fifth. 

I,  CHAUNCEY,  President 
SAMUEL  EVANS, 

A.  J.  DALLAS. 

W.  B.  SHURRICK, 

I,  M’KEEVER. 

SAMUEL  II.  MARSHALL, 
CHEEVER  FELCH. 

J.  Watsoh,  secretary. 


Lands  in  Virginia. 

The  following,  politely  furnished  for  publication  in 
the  Register,  may  afford  useful  information  to 
many  persons  in  different  parts  of  the  United 
States: 

Aitditor''  soffice,  Richmond,  Jime28,  1820. 

A brief,  yet  comprehensive,  abstract  of  the  laws 
concerning  forfeitures,  and  sales  of  lands  for  taxes, 
within  this  commonwealth,  shewing  how  the  same 
may  be  redeemed,  will  furnish  useful  information  to 
those  interested,  particularly  non-residents,  who 
may  not  have  the  means  of  recurring  readily  to  the 
various  statutes  passed  on  the  subject: 

The  law  of  February,  1814,  directed  that,  in  1815, 
and  in  every  year  thereafter,  in  the  month  of  Aug. 
the  sheriff’s  of  the  counties,  after  advertising  the 
same,  should  expose  for  sale  all  delinquent  lands, 
or  so  much  thereof  as  should  be  necessary  to  dis- 
charge the  arrearages  due  thereon.  The  provi- 
sions of  that  law  were  only  partially  enforced,  and 
no  lands  were  either  sold,  or  offered  for  sale,  ex- 
cept in  the  following  counties,  viz: — Amelia,  .djn- 
herst,  Bath,  Bedford,  Botetourt,  Brooke,  Bucking- 
ham, Cabell,  Campbell,  Charlotte,  Chesterfield, 
Cumberland,  Fluvanna,  Frederick,  Goochland, 
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Gruysony  Gveenbriery  Grennsville,  ILmovei'y  Henrico, 
Henry,  Isie  of  Wight,  Ja?nes  City,  Kin^  and  Queen, 
King  William,  Lee,  Louisia,  Lunenburg,  Madison, 
Mason,  MaUliews,  Mecklenburg,  Monrot- , JVbu^Ai/iJi- 
bevland,  Nottoway,  Ohio,  Orange,  Pendletoii,  Pitt- 
sylvania, Powhatan, Prince  Edward,  Prince  William, 
Prince  tieorge,  Randolpii,  Rockbridge,  llussel,  6'cr;/^, 
Sbcnandoa/i,  Stafford,  Surry,  Sussex,  Spottsylvania, 
Tazeioeli,  Washington,  Wood  and  Wythe.  In  such 
of  the  counties  as  are  in  italics,  there  were  no  sales 
until  1816. 

Sucli  lands  as  were  actually  sold  in  August,  1815, 
and  not  redceined  within  one  year  thereafter,  are 
ve.sted  absolutely  in  the  purchaser,  and  are  now  ir- 
redeemable. Lands  offered  for  sale,  bat  not  actually 
sold,  were  forfeited  to  the  literary  fund,  but  may  be 
redeemed  at  any  time  before  the  23d  of  February, 
1822,  by  the  original  owner,  or  his  representative, 
on  paying  the  taxes  due,  together  with  ten  per  cent, 
per  annum  damages  taere'on. 

The  lands  which  were  actually  sold  in  1816,  were 
-redeemed  by  the  executive,  in  pursuance  of  the  act 
of  February  20,  1817;  and  the  taxes  and  damages 
for  which  they  were  sold,  refunded  to  the  jmrehas- 
ers  thereof.  They  are  now  indefinitely  redeema- 
ble by  the  original  owner,  or  those  claiming  under 
him,  on  paying  the  amount  so  disbursed  by  the  ex- 
ecutive, together  with  diunag-es,  at  the  rate  of  ten 
per  centum  per  annum  thereon.  Until  such  re- 
demption IS  effected„jthe  money  so  paid  by  the  ex- 
ecutive, constitutes  a upon  the  land.  The  lands 
.that  were  offered  for  sale,  but  not  actually  sold,  in 
August,  1816,  became  vested  in  the  president  and 
directors  of  the  literary  fund,  and  may  be  redeemed 
in  the  like  manner  with  those  which  were  forfeited 
to  the  said  fund  in  1815. 

The  aforesaid  act  of  February  20,  1817,  repealed 
so  much  of  the  law  of  1814,  a.s  directed  the  annual 
sales  of  delinquent  lands,  and  declared  that  the  ar- 
rears of  taxes  and  damages  should  be  a lien  u])on 
.the  lands  and  lots  upon  which  they  were  chargea- 
ble. Lands,  therefore,  which  have  neither  been 
.sold,  nor  offered  for  sale,  upon  which  simple  arrear- 
ages are  due,  may  be  redeemed  at  any  time  by  pay- 
ing the  taxes,  with  ten  per  centum  per  aniumi  da- 
mages thereoiij  and  a fee  of  fifty  cents  for  each  or- 
der of  redemption. 

The  lands  which  were  forfeited  to  the  literary 
fund  in  1815  and  1816,  and  those  which  were  ac- 
tually sold  and  re-purchased  by  the  executive,  can 
be  redeemed  by  payment  into  the  treasury  only,  on 
.an  order  obtained  from  this  office.  Arrears  due 
upon  other  delinquent  lands  may  be  paid  either  to 
the  sheriffs,  or  directly  into  the  treasury. 

The  situation  of  the  lands  in  Virginia  may  be 
comprehended  in  the  following  classification: — 1st, 
Such  as  were  sold  in  August,  1815,  and  not  redeem- 
ed by  the  owner  thereof  within  one  year  thereafter; 
the  title  to  which  may  be  considered  as  absolutely 
vested  in  the  purchaser.  2d,  Such  as  was  offered  for 
sole,  but  not  sold  from  various  causes.  These  be- 
came vested  in  the  literary  fund,  and  may  be  re- 
stored to  the  original  owner,  in  the  mode  herein 
before  stated.  3d,  Such  as  were  actually  sold  in 
1816,  and  redeemed  by  the  executive — These  are 
redeemable  at  any  time.  4tb,  Such  as  have  neither 
been  sold  nor  offered  for  sale,  but  returned  delin- 
quent to  tliis  office — These  also  may  be  redeemed 
as  above  mentioned. 

Proprietors  residing  without  the  limits  of  Virgi- 
nia, or  in  a part  of  the  state  remote  from  the  situa- 
tion of  their  lands,  would  find  it  to  their  advantage 
to  employ  agents  in  the  cily  of  Richmond  to  super- 
intend their  interests,  or  .else  to  corrcsp-piid  from 


time  to  time  with  this  office.  In  their  communica- 
tions should  be  particularly  stated,  the  quantity  and 
situation  of  their  tracts,  together  with  the  names  of 
former  owners,  from  whom  such  tracts  may  have 
been  transferred.  A prompt  and  regular  redemp- 
tion of  delinquent  lands,  at  this  office,  would  not  only 
avoid  the  accumulation  of  damages,  but  be  attemleci 
with  inucli  less  hazard  than  to  make  remittances  to 
the  counties  wliere  the  lands  are  situated. 

JAMES  E.  HEATH,  Auditor., 


Foreign  Articles. 

ORLAT  l!R;i TAIN  AND  IllELAITD. 

The  narnes  given  to  things  belonging  to  royalh', 
if  not  really  blasphemous  are  truly  ridiculous.  Thus, 
certain  parts  of  the  king’s  dress  at  the  coronation 
and  article3'2uscd  thereat,  are  calied  ^^holf^—^^sa- 
credf’  lie.  And  it  is  noticed  liiat  one  of  the  man- 
tles anciently  used,  was  '^'sacnlegiously’^  stolen.  We 
plain  republicans  cannot  understand  how  there 
could  beany  thing  more  like  sacrilege  in  the  steal- 
ing of  that  mantle  th^in  in  stealing  a sheep. 

A smuggling  vessel  was  lately  captured  by  a re- 
venue cutter  and  sent  into  Dover.  Ten  of  her  crew 
being  judged  “fit  for  his  majesty’s  service,”  were 
put  into  jail  until  they  could  be  delivered  to  some 
proper  officer.  But  at-noon  day,  a large  mob  of 
smugglers  and  others  collticted,  and,  though  every 
precaution  in  the  power  of  the  mayor  had  been 
taken,  proceeded  to  work,  unroofed  the  jail,  threw 
down  one  of  the  side  walls,  and  set  all  the  prisoners 
free!  Several  persons  w^ere  injured  in  the  affair. 

The  Kent,  of  74  guns,  which  was  pulled  on  her 
slip  by  machinery  about  two  years  since,  will  be 
launched  in  the  course  of  the  next  autumn.  She 
has  had  a complete  repair,  and  is  as  good  as  new. 
It  is  said  that  the  expense  of  hauling  up  so  large  a 
ship  as  the  Kent,  is  so  great,  that  the  experiment 
will  hardly  be  repeated. 

The  queen.  This  woman  has  been  generally  re- 
presented to  us  as  coarse  and  indelicate.  Mr.  'Can- 
ning, who  some  years  ago  had  many  opportunities 
with  her  as  a legal  adviser,  has  recently  spoken  of 
her  in  parliament  as  possessed  of  “fascinating  man- 
ner.s-— of  an  open,  generous,  and  unsuspecting  dis- 
poeition” — that  he  felt  nothing  towards  her  but 
“affection  and  esteem;”  and  said,  though  he  is  one 
of  the  cabinet  ministers,  “so  help  me  God,  I never 
will  place  myself  in  liie  situation  of  an  accuser  to- 
wards that  illustrions  individual.” 

Royal  Society.  Sir  Joseph  Banks,  from  his  age 
and  infirmities,  has  tendered  his  resignation  as  pre- 
sident of  this  enlightened  body.  His  resignation, 
however,  wuis  not  accepted,  from  respect  to  his 
services.  But  an  effort  seems  to  have  been  made 
to  elect  prince  Leopold  in  his  room!  We  pray  that 
the  honors  of  science  and  literature  may  remain 
the  exclusive  property  of  ialenls  and  luorih,  and  not 
come  under  the  withering  grasp  of  royalty;  thoin;U 
a besotted  prince,  living'irl  open  violation  of  most 
of  the  articles  of  tlie  decalogue,  was  elected  patroii 
of  the  great  British  Bible  Society. 

Courtly  manners  and  severe  rebuke.  We  fiave  h card 
much  of  the  princely  deportment,  suavity  of  man- 
ners, and  polished  beiiavior  of  the  prince'regcnt  of 
England,  now  George  IV.  An  anecdote,  however, 
is  related  of  his  behavior  to  the  celebrated  Curran, 
which  places  these  qualifications  in  rather  a ques- 
tionable point  of  view.  Upon  Curran’s  appointment 
as  master  to  the  rolls  in  Ireland,  being  in  Londoa, 
he  was  invited,  together  with  many  other  distin- 
guished characters,  to  dine  with  the  regent,  who 
shewed  him  g’regt  and  marked  attention,  by  placing 
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him  on  his  left  hand  at  table.  Tlie  bottle  passed  in 
princely  stile  durin,^  the  entertainment,  and  after 
drinking'  a variety  of  exhdiraling  toasts,  the  chair- 
man requested  every  noble  guest  to  fill  a very  high 
Immper^  which  was  complied  with^  file  ])rince  rais- 
ed liis  glass  apparently  with  the  intention  of  saying 
sometliing  agreeable:  all  eyes  were  fixed  on  him, 
eager  to  meet  liis  wishes,  when  he,  witliout  hesita- 
tion, threw  its  contents  in  Curran’s  face!  1 he  fa- 
cetious barrister  shook  his  liead,  wiped  his  face,  and 
instantly  raising  his  glass,  passed  the  contents  in 
his  neighbor’s  face;  who  bounced  up  greatly  en- 
raged, and  was  about  to  propeed  to  extremities, 
wlien  Curran  addressed  him  with  much  good  hu- 
mor, saying  “My  lord,  it  came  from  the  chair''* 

Church  of  Scotland.  An  order  in  council  having 
last  year  been  sent  to  tiie  g'eneral  assembly  of  the 
fliuvch  of  Scotland,  prescribing  forms  or  heads  of 
prayer,  to  be  used  by  the  ministers  of  that  church, 
respecting  prayers  for  the  royal  family,  it  was  taken 
up  by  the  general  assembly  on  the  20th  May.  The 
following  motion  was  thereupon  made  and  carried, 
i26  to  53: 

“ That,  whereas  the  independence  of  the  church 
of  Scotland,  in  all  matters  of  faith,  worship  and  dis- 
cipline, is  fully  established  by  law,  the  general  as- 
sembly finds  it  unnecessary  and  inexpedient  to 
adopt  any  declaration  with  regard  to  the  late  orders 
in  council,  relative  to  prayers  for  his  majesty  and 
the  royal  fiimi!}".” 

Later — London  dates  to  the  22 d .Tune. 

Bills  for  a loan  of  12,000,000/.  and  the  funding  of 
9,000,000/.  in  exchequer  bills,  are  before  parliament. 
I’mtthe  appropriations  proceed  in  their  usual  stile. 
Consols  for  .account  were  at  70  1-8.  [ l*y  this  we  are 
to  understand  that  the  loan  is  really  for  t-wenty-one 
•faillions!'] 

Military  and  marine  mutiny  bills  were  pending. 
Another  attempt  to  reduce  the  army  had  failed. 

The  court  of  king’s  bench,  in  the  case  of  the 
sev. Father  Hayes 7)5.  E.  A. Kendal],  esq.  liave  grant- 
ed a commission  to  be  sent  to  Rome,  for  the  pur- 
pose of  examining  his  Horujrtss  the  ropr,,  PIUS  Vll, 
cardinal  Gonsalvi,  and  other  cliurch  dignitaries  of 
that  city,  in  order  to  falsify  a libel  brought  against 
the  plaintifT. 

The  queen.  On  the  19th  of  June,  lord  Castlereagh 
announced  to  the  house  of  commons  tlie  failure  of 
the  negociation  with  the  queen,  and  laid  a large 
bundle  of  papers  on  the  table,  the  titles  of  which 
were  read,  and  tliey  were  ordered  to  be  printed  for 
the  use  of  tlie  membei's.  He  and  Mr.  Brougham 
both  expressed  themselves  doubtful  if  any  arrange- 
ment would  be  made.  On  the  20th,  -when  Mr.  B. 
took  his  seat  in  the  house,  he  tvas  LpuDLX  ciikeiied!  — 
and  an  anxious  debate  took  place,  but  nothing  was 
fiecided — some  wished  a further  postponement  of 
the  affair,  and  so  it  was  laid  over  until  next  day,  an 
account  of  the  proceedings  on  which  has  not  reach- 
ed us.  Lord  A.  Hamilton  gave  notice  that  he  should 
move  for  the  production  of  the  orders  in  council, 
in  pursuance  of  which  her  maje-'ty’s  name  was 
erased  from  the  liturgy.”  [“Flear,  hear.”] 

Tlic  cjiieen  is  said  to  have  determined  to  remain 
in  Kiudancl,  and  to  have  engaged  a residence  in  the 
country. 

A London  paper  of  tlie  20th  gives  the  following 
account  of  the  negociation — “The  negociation  be- 
tween his  majesty’s  ministers  and  the  queen,  as  we 
stated  in  yesterday’s  paper,  has  failed.  The  cor- 
respondence, by  tlie  king’s  command,  was  laid  upon 
the  table  of  botli  houses,  and  ordered  to  be  printed. 
They  are,  in  all,  ten  papers,  d'he  two  first  are 
genuine  copies  of  tlie  letter  ofthe  carl  of  Liverpool, 


dated  the  10th  inst.  and  her  majesty’s  answer,  the 
substance  of  wiiich  was  stated,  but  not  accurately, 
in  the  papers  ten  days  ag*o.  Her  majesty  was  not 
called  on  to  renounce  the  style  and  title  of  queen.. 
The  next  was  a letter  from  lord  Liverpool,  to  say 
that  thou.gli  they  had  not  received  an  answer  to  the 
proposal  of  the  15th  April,  made  to  Mr.  Broiigliam, 
they  were  still  ready  to  receive  any  proposition  that 
her  majesty  might  be  graciously  pleased  to  make. 

To  this  her  majesty  answers,  that  this  proposition  of 
the  15lh  April  had  never  reached  her  hand  till  now; 
but  the  desire  which  she  had  to  yield  to  the  wishes 
of  the  two  houses  of  parliament,  would  dispose  her 
to  receive  with  the  most  serious  attention,  any  pro- 
posal that  his  majesty’s  ministers  might  now  make 
to  her,  con.sistent  with  her  honor  and  dignity,  'i'hat 
it  was  important  to  her  majesty,  that  her  name 
should  be  restored  to  the  liturgy,  as  the  withdraw- 
ing it,  contrary  to  tlie  statute,  !iad  the  appearance 
of  tending  to  some  parilameutary  or  legal  proceed- 
ings against  her,  and  that  must  be  removed  as  an 
equivalent  resorted  to  as  the  means  of  removing 
that  impression.  I'hat  a suitable  royal  residence 
should  be  provided  for  her,  .such  as  her  apartments 
in  Kensington  palace,,  which  she  had  never  given 
up,  and  tiiat  tlien  she  would  he  prepared  to  re- 
ceive further  proposals.  To  tliis  lord  Liverpool 
replied,  that  the  withdrawing  her  majesty’s  name 
from  the  liturgy  had  no  view  to  any  parliamentary 
or  legal  proceedings,  but  w'^as  grounded  on  the  pre- 
cedent that  the  queen  of  king  George  I.  was  not  in- 
cluded in  the  liturgy;  and  that,  as  to  a roval  resi- 
dence, there  was  none  attliis  time Unoccupied,  her 
majesty’s  former  apartments  in  Kensin.gton  palace 
being-  in  possession  of  her  R.  H.  the  dutchess  of 
Kent;  but  his  majesty’s  ministers  had  directions  to 
supply  her  with  the  means  of  such,  accommodation 
as  her  majesty  might  be  pleased  to  chose  for  her- 
self. To  this  the  queen  replied,  that  the  omis- 
sion of  the  name  from  the  liturgy  of  the  queen  of 
king  George  I.  was  only  while  she  continnedabroad, 
and  that  the  restoration  of  her  m;ijcsty’s  name  was 
indispensable  to  her  honor.  A proposal  was  then 
offered  of  a mediation,  which  was  agreed  to:  and  the 
next  papers  are  the  protocols  of  the  meetings  at 
the  house  of  lord  Castlereagh,  in  St.  James’  square.  ■ 
At  these  conferences  it  was  stated,  on  the  part  of  her 
majesty,  that  the  unfortunate  circumstances  in 
which  slie  was  placed,  her  anxious  de.sire  for  the 
public  tranquility,  would  make  her  give  up  with  re- 
luctance her  wish  to  remain  in  this  country;  but  in 
taking  up  her  residence  abroad,  instructions  must 
be  given  to  his  majesiy’s  ministers  to  receive  and 
present  her  at  every  court  which  she  might  visit, 
as  queen  of  the  United  Kingdom.  As  to  her 
name  being  mentioned  in  the  liturgy,  she  again  de- 
manded it  as  a sine  qua  non.  It  was  answered,  that 
it  was  the  invariable  etiquette  that  foreign  courts 
would  not  receive  any  person  who  had  not  been 
presented  to  the  court  of  their  own  sovereign. — 
But  if  her  majesty  would  condescend  to  fix  her  resi- 
dence either  at  the  court  of  Milan,  or  another  in 
Italy,  his  majesty  would  instruct  his  ministers  at 
such  court  to  shew  her  the  due  attentions  as  queen 
of  Eng’iand,  but  his  majesty  could  not  take  upon 
himself  to  say  that  his  recommendation  would  be 
effectual  as  to  her  being  received  as  queen.  It  is 
also  said,  that  when  her  majesty  had  fixed  on  tlie 
place  of  her  future  residence,  a suitable  provision 
(and  we  understand  the  sum  staled  was  50,000/.  a 
year)  would  he  settb^d  on  lier  for  life.  The  natu- 
ral and  di.gcified  reply  to  this  was — that  money 
ought  not  to  he  mentioned,  for  notliing  was  so  dis- 
tant from  li'-v  tliGUghts.  It  was  not  ibr  money  that; 
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she  contended,  and  it  must  not  be  alluded  to  again. 
Finally,  she  could  not  accept  of  a conditional  re- 
commendation to  be  received  at  the  court  where 
she  might  take  up  her  i^esidence,  and  she  must  in- 
sist on  the  stipulations  which  liad  been  required.— 
Here  the  negociation  broke  odV 

Latest — London  papers  to  the2d>thof  June. 

The  case  of  the  queen  almost  exclusively  occu- 
pies the  newspapers.  She  has  ordered  a residence 
to  be  fitted  up  for  her  in  England,  where  she  in- 
tends to  reside  at  least  one  year.  Mr.  Brougham 
is  to  resign  his  seat  in  the  iiouse  of  commons  to 
plead  her  cause  before  that  of  the  lords.  It  will  be 
seen  below  that  she  has  beenrather  censured  by  the 
house  of  commons  for  rejecting  the  overtures  made 
to  her.  We  suppose  now  that  her  trial  will  be  pres- 
sed. She  persists  in  demanding  “her  rights,”  and 
there  appears  to  be  no  alternative.  It  seems  high- 
ly probable  that  many  most  scandalous  tales  will 
be  told  The  public,  indeed,  is  prepared  to  ex- 
pect much  obscene  matter. 

The  secret  committee  of  the  house  of  lords  is 
about  to  commence  its  operations. 

In  the  hoiise.of  commons,  June  22,  Mr.  Wilberforce 
ofiered  the  following  resolutions: 

Resolved,  That  this  house  has  learned  with  un- 
feigned and  deep  regret,  that  the  late  endeavors  to 
frame  an  arrangement  which  might  avert  the  neces- 
sity of  a public  enquiry  into  the  information  laid  be- 
fore the  two  houses  of  parliament,  have  not  ledto  that 
amicable  adjustment  of  the  existing  differences  in 
tiie  royal  family  which  was  so  anxiously  desired  by 
parliament  and  the  nation. 

That  this  house,  fully  sensible  of  the  objections 
which  the  queen  might  justly  feel  to  taking  upon 
herself  the  relinquishment  of  any  points  in  which 
shem.ight  have  conceived  her  own  dignity  and  ho- 
nor to  be  involved,  yet  feeling  the  inestimable  im- 
portance of  an  amicable  and  final  adjustment  of  the 
present  unhappy  differences,  cannot  forbear  de- 
claring its  opinion,  that  when  such  large  advances 
have  been  made  tow^ards  that  object,  her  majesty, 

yielding  to  the  earnest  solicitude  of  the  house  of 
commons,  and  forbearing  to  press  fvirtherthe  adop- 
tion of  those  propositions  on  which  any  material  dif- 
ference of  opinion  yet  remains,  would  by  no  means 
be  understood  to  indicate  any  wish  to  shrink  from 
inquiry,  but  would  only  be  deemed  to  aff  ord  ja  re- 
newed proof  of  the  desire  which  her  majesty  has 
been  gracioush/  pleased  to  express,  to  submit  her 
own  wishes  to  the  authority  of  parliament;  there- 
by entitling  herself  to  the  grateful  acknowledg- 
ments of  the  house  of  commons,  and  sparing  this 
house  the  painful  necessity  of  those  public  discus- 
sions, which,  whatever  might  be  their  ultimate  re- 
sult, could  not  but  be  distressing  l,o  her  majesty^s 
feelings.” 

Lord  A . Hamilton  moved,  as  an  amendment,  that 
at  the  end  of  the  first  period  in  the  original  reso- 
lution, all  the  words  between  “that  tlvis  house” 
and  the  words  “sparingthisbouse”  should  be  struck 
out,  and  the  following  words  inserted  in  their  stead. 

“That  this  house,  sensible  of  the  objection  the 
queen  must  feel  at  tlie  relinquishment  of  any  points 
an  which  her  dignity  and  honor  are  involved,  is  of 
opinion,  that  the  insertion  of  her  majesty’s  name  in 
the  liturgy  would  be,  under  all  the  circiimstances 
of  the  case,  the  most  expedient  and  most  effectual 
mode  of  sparing  this  house,”  &c. 

Sir  F.  Burdett  seconded  the  amendment. 

Mr.  Wiimot  supported  Mr.  Wilberforce’s motion 
in  a speech  of  some  length. 

A debate  of  great  length  ensued.  At  the  conclu- 


Lord  A.  Hamilton’s  amendment  was  negatived  with- 
out a division.  At  half  past  three  A.  M.  the  house 
divided  on  the  original  motion. 

For  Mr.  Wilberforce’s  motion  391 

Against  it  l24 

Majority  267 

Ordered,  that  these  resolutions  be  laid  befprs 
her  majesty. 

Ordered,  That  Mr.  Wilberforce,  Mr.  Stuart 
Wortley,  sirT.  Ackland  and  Mr.  Bankes,  do  attend 
her  majesty  wdlh  the  said  resolution. 

On  the  23d  the  queen’s  answer  was  presented  to 
the  house  by  the  committee,  as  follows:  “I  am  bound 
to  receive  with  gratitude  every  attempt  on  the  part 
of  the  house  of  commons,  to  interpose  its  high  me- 
diation, for  the  purpose  of  healing  those  unhappy 
differences  in  the  royal  family,  which  no  person  has 
so  much  reason  to  deplore  as  myself  And  with 
perfect  truth  I can  declare,  that  an  entire  reconcile- 
ment of  those  differences,  effected  by  the  authority 
of  parliament,  on  principles  consistent  with  the 
honor  and  dignity  of  all  the  parties,  is  still  the  ob- 
ject dearest  to  my  heart. 

“I  cannot  refrain  from  expi’essing  my  deep  sense 
of  the  affectionate  language  of  these  resolutions. 

“It  shows  the  house  of  commons  to  be  tlie  faith- 
ful representatives  of  that  generous  people,  to 
whom  I owe  a debt  of  gratitude  that  can  never  be 
repaid. — T am  sensible  too, that  I expose  myself  to 
the  risk  of  displeasing  tliose  who  may  soon  be  tlie 
judges  of  my  conduct.  But  I trust  to  their  can- 
dor and  their  sense  of  honor,  confident  that  they 
w'ill  enter  into  the  feelings  which  alone  influence 
my  determination. 

“It  would  ill  become  me  toquesl'on  the  power 
of  parliament,  or  the  mode  in  which  it  may  at  any 
time  be  exercised.  But  however  strongly  I may 
feel  the  necessity  of  submitting  to  its  authority,  the 
question  whether  I v/ill  make  myself  a party  to 
any  measure  proposed,  must  be  decided  by  my  own 
feelings  and  conscience,  and  by  them  alone. 

“Asasubject  of  the  state,  I shall  bow  with  defer- 
ence, and  if  possible,  without  a murmur,  to  every 
act  ©f  the  sovereign  authority,  But  as  an  accused 
and  injured  queen,  I owe  it  to  the  king,  to  myself, 
and  to  all  my  fellow  subjects,  not  tp  consent  to  the 
sacrifice  of  any  essential  ])vivilege,  or  withdraw  my 
appeal  to  those  principles  of  public  justice,  whiph 
are  alike  the  s ‘feguard  of  the  highest  and  the  hum, 
blest  individuals.” 

After  which  there  was  considerable  debate,  but 
the  house  adjourned  without  deciding  any  thing. 
On  the  26th,  lord  Castlereagh  moved  that  the  sub- 
ject relative  to  the  queen  should  be  ])ostponed  till 
“Thursday  se’night,”  and  that  further  debate  on 
bis  majesty’s  message  about  her,  “be  adjourned  to 
Friday  week,” — which  were  agreed  to,  J.95  to  lOO, 

The  mernl)ers  of  parliament,  who  waited  upon  the 
queen  with  tlie  resolves  of  the  house  of  commons, 
were  exceedingly  abused  and  violently  hissed  by  the 
populace  assembled  near  her  residence.  After  they 
had  retired,  they  called  loudly  for  the  queen,  and 
she  appeared  on  tlie  balcony,  ridily  dressed.  It 
was  announced  that  she  was  to  visit  Urury  Lane 
theatre,  where  a particular  play  was  to  be  perform- 
ed, at  her  reqviest.  It  appears  very  evident  th;it 
she  is  desirous  of  increasing  her  popularity,  under 
the  belief,  perhaps,  that  public  feeling  may  have 
some  weight  in  the  scale  against  the  influence  of 
the  king  and  his  ministers. 

In  the  house  of  lords,  June  26,  the  following  peti- 
tion was  presented  from  the  queen. 

Caroline  The  queen  having  been  in  - 
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formed  that  proceeding's,  affc  cting  lier  dig'nity,  ho- 
nor and  character,  have  been  instituted  against  her 
in  the  house,  feels  it  necessary,  as  the  only  consti- 
tutional way  which  she  is  informed  is  left  to  her,  to 
approach  the  house  of  lords,  and  to  petition  as  a 
fellow  subject.  Her  majesty  is  ready  and  anxious 
to  meet  every  charge  affecting  her  honor,  and  chal- 
lenges the  most  complete  inquiry  into  her  conduct; 
but  she  protests  against  any  committee  of  secret 
examination.  Her  majesty  is  also  anxious  that  the 
inquiry  should  be  speedily  and  openly  gone  into; 
but  she  cannot  bring  herself  to  think  that  the  house 
of  lords  will  sanction  so  crying  an  injustice  as  that 
of  proceeding  to  that  enquiry  in  the  absence  of  her- 
self, her  counsel,  and  witnesses,  the  latter  of  which 
cannot  be  brought  together  in  some  weeks;  but  tlie 
moment  they  arrive,  her  majesty  will  cause  due 
notice  to  be  given  to  the  house  of  lords,  that  the 
inquiry  may  proceed  any  way  the  house  may  think 
fit.  In  the  mean  time,  before  any  other  step  is  tak- 
en, her  majesty  prays  to  be  heard,  by  her  counsel, 
at  the  bar  of  their  lordships  house  this  night.” 

On  this  being  read,  her  counsel  were  admitted. — 
Mr.  Brougham  boldly  pledged  himself  to  maintain 
her  cause,  and  afford  “glorious  proof  of  her  inno- 
cence.” He  asked  for  a little  delay  “not  in  the  vul- 
gar sense  of  the  word,”  but  merely  to  collect  and  ar- 
range those  materials  which  was  to  resist  and  drive 
out  from  their  lordships  presence  the  “creatures 
who  had  been  spying  into  her  conduct,”  he.  Af- 
ter which,  the  meeting  of  the  committee  was  put 
off’ to  the  28th  June. 

On  the  2?th  June,  tlie  last  date  that  webave  be- 
fore us,  it  was  proposed  to  discharge  the  secret 
committee  altogether — Tliis  was  rejected  102  to  47. 

FRANCE. 

A writer  in  the  Federal  Gazette,  who  apjiears  to 
have  made  himself  fully  acquainted  with  the  sub- 
ject, has  given  us  a long  and  interesting  article  on 
the  “French  election  law,”  in  that  paper  of  Monday 
last;  of  which  the  following  is  a brief  abstract,  leav- 
ing out  any  notice  of  his  well  pointed  comments; 

After  the  abdication  of  Napoleon  and  his  exile  to 
Elba,  Louis  granted  what  is  called  the  charter,  in 
1814,  which  contained  many  provisions  suppos- 
ed  to  be  suited  to  the  advance  of  mind.  Among 
other  things,  this  charter  provided  for  a repre- 
sentation of  the  people  in  the  chamber  of  depu- 
ties, after  this  manner — the  voters  for  deputies 
were  to  be  persons  paying  300  francs,  (about  ^60) 
direct  taxes,  and  to  be  30  years  of  age.  They 
met  at  the  chief  town  of  their  department  and  elect- 
ed the  deputies  to  which  it  was  entitled.  A person 
eligible  to  serve  as  a deputy,  was  to  pay,  at  least, 
1000  francs,  (^200)  direct  taxes,  and  to  be  40  years 
of  age. 

About  four  weeks  after  the  battle  of  Waterloo, 
when  Paris  was  possessed  by  the  allied  troops,  ano- 
ther regulation  was  adopted  under  their  bayonets; 
but  it  did  not  last  long,  and  gave  way  to  that  above- 
mentioned  in  the  charter;  under  wliich,  all  the  per- 
sons in  France,  entitled  to  vote,  only  amounted  to 
between  80  and  100,000. 

The  new  arrangement  proposed,  and  lately  car- 
ried by  the  ministry,  gives  the  power  of  represen- 
tafron  to  15  or  20,000  elector.s,  out  of  a population 
of  28,000,000  of  people,  and  those  the  most  wealthy, 
and,  of  course,  the  least  friendly  to  the  advance- 
ment of  the  lower  and  middling  classes  of  the  com- 
munity, after  this  manner: 

“The  list  of  all  the  qualified  voters  in  the  depart- 
ment being  taken,  the  one  fifth  in  number  of  that 
list,  are  selected,  who  pay  the  highest  taxes — be- 
ginning with  him  who  pays  most,  and  so  going 


I down  until  the  one  fifth  of  the  whole  number  of 
voters  in  tlie  department  are  taken.  These  per- 
sons so  selected  are  to  form  the  Electoral  College 
of  the  Department;  tha  remaining  number  of  voters 
are  to  be  divided  into  as  many  colleges  as  there  are 
arrondissements  in  the  department,  each  arrondissc<’ 
ment  having  its  college  ofarrondissement,  each  of  these 
colleges  (f  arrondissement  is  to  nominate  as  many 
persons  as  the  department  has  a right  to  send  de- 
puties to  the  chamber. 

“The  list  of  all  the  persons  nominated  by  the  ar- 
rondissements  is  then  presented  to  the  college  of 
partment,  composed  as  above  stated;  and  from  that 
list  the  college  of  department,  selects  the  number  of 
deputies,  which  tlie  department  is  entitled  to  rc- 
tm’n  to  the  chamber  of  deputies. 

“But  if  there  should  not  be  asufficieht  number  of 
candidates  returned  by  the  colleges  of  arrofidissonenfp 
as  having  an  absolute  majority  of  the  votes,  the  college 
of  department  can  complete  the  list  by  taking  the 
names  of  any  persons  voted  for,  no  matter  how  few 
votes  they  may  have  had— so  that  a person  who  has 
the  least  number  of  votes  may  be  returned  as  a de- 
puty to  the  chamber.  For  example,  the  depart- 
ment VAisne,  is  composed  of  five  arrondissements, 
and  sends /owr  deputies  to  the  chamber.  The  col- 
leges of  arro7idisse?neni  will  have  to  present,  there- 
fore, twenty  candidates  to  the  college  of  department. 
But,  suppose  that  two  or  three  persons,  most  dis- 
tinguished in  the  department,  should  be  voted  for 
in  several  of  the  arrondissements—the  college  of  de- 
partment may  make  up  the  list  of  twenty  from  the 
others  voted  for  in  the  arrondissements;  and  then., 
as  it  may  choose  any  on  the  list,  it  may  actually  re- 
turn to  the  chamber  of  deputies  a person  who  has 
received  only  one  vote,  in  preference  to  him  who 
has  received  a thousand.” 

With  such  provisions,  the  representation  as 

a mockery — yet  the  ministry  have  said  that,  witli- 
out  such  checks,  it  was  impossible  for  the  present 
government  to  stand!  Then  let  it  fall  Tiie  origi- 
nal law  w’as  bad  enough— out  of  nezvly  fve  millions 
oj  men,  capable  of  bearing  arms,  and  liable  to  be 
called  upon  to  defend  the  country,  it  only  allowed 
about  100,000  voters— that  is,  one  o^fjty;  now  they 
would  allow  only  one  of  two  hundred  undffty  to  have 
direct  weight  in  electing  the  representatives  of  the 
people!!! 

One  of  the  latest  London  papers  says— We  are 
informed  by  an  intelligent  Frenchman,  just  arrived 
from  France,  that  some  very  serious  disturbances 
have  taken  place  at  Lyons.  An  immense  mob  as- 
sembled, who  were  attacked,  and  finally  dispersed, 
by  the  Swiss,  with  the  loss,  however,  of  about  300 
of  the  latter  killed  and  wounded.  That  the  legion 
de  la  Vienne  had  refused  to  fire  on  the  popuiace, 
and  were  in  consequence  decimated,  and  their  co- 
lonel thrown  into  prison.  He  adds  that  the  eamire 
will  not  allow  any  of  the  above  particulars  to  ap* 
pear  in  the  journals. 

A late  private  letter  from  Paris  says: — The  dis- 
trust and  alarm  and  indignation  of  the  public  mind 
has  rvearly  reached  its  highest  point;  the  cup  is 
nearly  full,  a very  few  drops  more  and  it  will  over- 
flow. If  arbitrary  power  and  oppression  seem  de- 
termined to  re-seize  their  sceptre  in  this  country, 
old  friends  and  allies— the  ignorance  and  prejudices 
of  the  dark  ages,  have  also  awaked  from  their  slum- 
bers. 

Accounts  from  Paris  were  to  June  19.  The  mu- 
nicipal body  of  Paris  had  presented  a loyal  address 
to  the  king,  lamenting  the  late  disturbances.  The 
king  said  the  charter  was  dearer  to  him  than  to 
these  who  bad  shouted  its  name.  At  Brest,  Nantz  ahd* 
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? Jennet,  there  had  been  riots,  which  had  been  sup- 
pressed by  tlie  military 

A new  ordovi nance  of  police  has  been  published 
at  Paris,  strictly  enjoining'  all  hotel-keepers,  &c. 
umi  all  persons  letting  lodgings,  or  having  inmates, 
to  make  a daily  return  of  all  persons  in  their  houses, 
v.'hether  residing  there  as  lodgers,  as  guests,  or  as 
friends. 

Q^r'l-'etters-and  papers  from  Paris,  of  the  22d  of 
June,  are  noticed  in  those  of  London.  Tiiat  city 
was  tranquil,  but  at  t Oulouse,Rheims,  Issoire,  Brest 
and  Caen,  some  disturbances  had  taken  place,  tho’ 
nothing  serious  is  mentioned  as  having  happened. 

KE'raEiu,A?njs. 

The  moving  mountain.— Accounts  from  Namur  say, 
that  the  moving  mountain  has  made  terrible  pro- 
gress during  the  night,  from  the  30th  to  the  31st  of 
January.  It  has  advanced  more  than  six  feet;  the 
communication  between  that  city  and  Dinant,  which 
was  the  great  road  to  Paris,  is  shut  up;  people  must 
go  by  way  of  La  Plante,  along  the  Meuse,  and  in 
case  the  waters  should  rise,  the  passage  would  be 
impossible.  The  house  of  Mr.  Staplaux  is  cracked 
by  the  pressure  of  the  earth,  and  that  of  Mr.  Detil- 
leux  is  threatened  by  the  neighborhood  of  a mass 
which  is  sixty  feet  higher  than  the  roof. 

Sl'AIX. 

Accidentally  turning  over  the  ninth  volume  of 
the  Registeh,  page  412,  we  saw  an  account,  told 
by  a fellow  from  the  pulpit,  of  the  labors  of  Ferdi- 
nand, when  at  Valency,  in  France,  to  make  a pet- 
;ticoat  for  the  “Queen  of  Angels,”  the  Virgin;  and 
that  she,  the  said  “queen  of  angels,”  appeared  to 
another  fellow  and  the  king  himself,  to  express  the 
pleasure  -whicii  her  new  clothes  gave  her^  promising 
great  things!  The  stOry  is  worth  referring  to  by 
those  depressed  in  mind,  that  they  may  laugh  hear- 
tily and  be  relieved,  though  it  was  printed  under 
authority  of  the  hobj  inquisition! 

The  following  is  the  substance  of  sundry’  late  re- 
gulations of  the  government  of  Spain:-  Licenses, 
whicli  have  been  granted  since  the  9th  of  Marcli 
last,  to  trade  beyond  seas,  are  suspended:  flogging 
is  prohibited  throughout  the  Spanish  dominions; 
the  proper  tribunals  are  to  take  cognizance  of  all 
suits  arising  from  confiscations  and  reprisals;  the 
political  sentiments  and  moral  character  of  the  re- 
venue ofiicers  are  to  be  enquired  into:  the  chapters 
of  certain  churches  praying  to  be  raaintained  in  tlie 
en  joyment  of  certain  privileges^  have  been  told  that 
privileges  are  contrary  to  the  spirit  of  the  consti- 
tution, and  that,  therefore,  their  application  cannot 
be  complied  with:  invalid  soldiers  are  to  be  prefer- 
red for  revenue  officers,  and  the  girls  who  man-y 
such  persons  are  to  be  the  first  pensioned:  the  king 
has  given  up  many  sources  of  his  personal  revenue 
for  the  payment  of  the  national  debt:  the  creditors 
of  the  state  are  hereafter  to  receive  the  funds  appro- 
priated for  tliem. 

Don  Raphael  Diego,  having  four  times  declined 
the  appointment  of  major-general,  which  had  as 
often  been  offered  to  him  by  the  king  of  Spain,  on 
the  fifth  offer,  accepted  the  appointment.  He  has 
a command  of  3600  men  at  Seville. 

Two  regiments  liavc  liud  a quarrel  at  Zerez,  but 
the  particulars  are  not  yet  known. 

An  article  from  Irun,  dated  the  6th  instant,  says— 
“Messrs.  Calderon  and  Cerezo,  comprehended  in 
the  late  royal  decree  against  the  69  perjured  mem- 
bers of  tlie  cortes,  are  at  Bayonne;  and  Messi’s. 
Labondesa,  Catteroand  Sanchez,  belonging  to  the 
jiame  party,  are  at  St.  Jean  de  Luz. 

“The  marquiss  de  Villa-Fiayres,  secretary-gene- 
ral of  the  supreme  tribunal  of  the  inquisition,  was 


to  leave  the  capital  on  the  4th,  in  order  to  proceed 
to  Genoa,  where  he  is  conveying  all  the  furniture  of 
his  house,  and  even  liis  library.” 

RUSSIA. 

An  article,  dated  Hamburg,  June  12,  states  that 
“the  emperor  of  Russia  has  addressed  a declaration 
to  all  the  European  courts,  relative  to  the  late  po- 
litical changes  in  Spain.” 

A Frankfort  article  mentions  the  negociatlon  of 
a new  loan  of  100,000,000  roubles  for  tlie  court  of 
Russia. 

On  the  24tli  of  May,  a fire  broke  out  in  the  im- 
perial palace  of  Zangajeselo,  14  miles  from  St.  Fe- 
tersburg,W’hich  consumed  a great  part  of  that  splen- 
did edifice,  together  with  the  academy  founded  by 
the  present  emperor.  The  emperor  was  present 
during  the  conflagration,  and  animated  the  exer- 
tions of  the  engineers  and  military  in  extinguishing 
the  flames. 

TUnKET. 

Great  preparations  are  making  at  Constantinople 
for  the  reduction  of  Ali  Facha,  who  is  represented 
to  be  immensely  rich,  and  determined  to  employ 
his  money  to  maintain  his  revolt  by  arms. 

SOUTH  AMERICA. 

Com.  Aury  has  returned  to  Old  Frovidence,  with 
a light  squadron  of  15  vessels,  from  an  unsuccessful 
attempt  on  Tnixillo  and  Amoa,  from  whence  he  was 
beaten  offi,  witli  the  loss  of  15  killed  and  wounded, 
and  one  vessel  sunk. 


CHRONICLE. 

Biedy  on  Sunday  last,  at  Georgetown,  John  Gra- 
hamy  esq.  late  minister  of  the  United  St.ates  at  the 
court  of  the  Brazils. 

A general  court  martial yCorc\iOScd  of  gen.  ficott, 
as  president,  and  colonels  Mitchell,  House,  Pink- 
ney, Lawrence,  Eustis,  and  Walbach,  as  members, 
was  to  have  assembled  recently,  at  Detroit,  in  Mi- 
chigan, for  the  trial  of  several  officers  of  high  rank 
in  tlie  army.  Col  J.  L.  Smithy  of  the  3d  regiment, 
is  said  to  be  one  of  these  officers. 

Fi'om  Gibraltar.  We  learn  that  on  the  arrival  of 
the  Columbus,  74,  com.  Bainbridgc,  at  that  port, 
gov.  Don  immediately  sent  him  a polite  note,  stat- 
ing that  the  restriction  which  he  thought  it  his  duty 
to  impose  on  the  American  sqiiadron,  in  March  lasf, 
wa.s  removed— by  order  of  his  government;  who,  it 
seems,  rightfully  considered  that  the  quarrels  of  a 
few  individuals  should  not  assume  any  thing  like 
a national  affair.  The  customary  salutes  were  tlie.n 
fired,  and  the  commodore  went  on  sliore  to  vi- 
sit  the  governor.  After  w.hich,  those  officers  who 
had  behaved  so  badly  to  capt.  Thompson,  of  the 
Guerriere — see  page  271,  together  with  those  of 
the  sixty-fourth  regiment,  who  seemed  to  have 
combined  to  kill  the  officers  of  that  ship,  nobly  cam.e 
forward  with  satisfactory  apologies.  So  all  is  peace 
again.  Capt.  Thompson  had  been  requested  by 
the  governor  to  prefer  a statement  of  facts  against 
the  officers  who  visited  his  ship,  tliat  they  might 
be  tried  by  a court  martial,  but  he  generously  de- 
clined it.  The  conduct  of  com,  B.  in  this  affair  is 
hig'hly  spoken  of,  and  the  wliole  matter  has  added 
not  a little  to  the  reputation  of  our  countrymen. 

Philadelphia.  It  was  announced  in  the  papers  of 
that  city  of  the  4th  inst.that  during  the  preceding 
fortnigiit  twelve  cases  of  “yellow  fever,”  had  ap- 
peared in  a small  district,  nine  of  wliich  had  termi- 
nated fatally,  and  tliat  the  three  others  had  been 
removed  to  the  country:  but  that  no  case  of  the  dis- 
ease was  then  known  to  exjst  in  the  city.  No  new 
; ca^e  has  been  reported  since,  and  we  sincerefy 
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hope  that  the  health  of  Philadelphia  may  be  pre- 
served. The  district  was  depopulated  by  the 
board  of  health,  except  one  person  who  would  not 
remove-  fenced  up  and  guardedj  to  prevent  access 
to  it.  The  seat  of  the  disease  was  in  a space  of  only 
80  yards.  Here  is  proof  that  the  disorder  is  local, 
were  further  proof  of  the  fact  desired. 

^Mortality.  Interments  in  Baltimore,  for  the  week 
ending  Aug.  7. — Consumption  4,  still-born  2,  teeth- 
ing 2,  worms  1,  cholera  14,  suicide  1,  accidental 
death  by  hanging  1,  old  age  4,  dropsy  1,  suicide  by 
insanity  1,  convulsions  1,  casualty  1,  dysentery  3, 
rheumatism  1 — Total  37. 

Of  whom  16  were  of  one  year  and  under,  5 be- 
teen  1 and  5;  3 betvreen  5 and  IQ;  1 between  10  and 
21.  Of  the  whole  number,  8 were  colored.  'Fhis 
shews,  perhaps,  the  most  extraordinary  degree  of 
Jiealth  ever  known  at  this  season  oftheyear  in  Bal- 
timore, 

The  number  of  deaths  in  Philadelphia'  during 
the  last  week  was  53  adults  and  58  children.  Of 
those  there  were  of  Colcra  morbus  27,  dysentery  5, 
remittent  fever  1,  bilious  fever  13,  nervous  fever  1, 
malignant  fever  4,  typhus  fever  8,  leprosy  1. 

Counterfeit  bank  bills,  abundant! — 1. — as  5 dollar 
bills  of  the  banli;  of  the  U.  S.  payable  at  Philadel- 
phia, not  engraved  by  Murray,  Draper,  Sec.  2,~3’s 
of  the  Union  bank  of  Georgetown,  so  well  done 
as  to  deceive  good  judges  let  the  Avhole  of  this 
denomination  be  rejected.  3.~5’s  of  the  Farmer’s 
bank  of  Maryland.  4.— 3’s  of  the  same,  both  paya- 
ble at  Annapolis,  which  may  be  detected  by  those 
acquainted  with  the  genuine  notes.  5. — I’s  ot  the 
Franklin  bank  of  Baltimore.  6. — 2’s  of  the  same 
bank.  With  care  these  may  be  discovered,  but  the 
best  way  is  to  refuse  to  take  neither  I’s  or  2’s  of 
this  bank.  Is  it  not  time  that  the  trash  of  small 
notes  was  driven  out  of  circulation  altogether? 

Eastern  banks.  There  are  one  hundred  undone 
BANKING  INSTITUTIONS  ill  New  England,  which  arc 
divided  among  the  states  as  follows:  Maine,  15 — 
New  Hampshire,  11 — Massachusetts,  30 — Rhode 
.Island,  34 — and  Connecticut,  11. 

. jYaval.  The  ship  of  the  line  just  about  to  be 
launched  at  Philadelphia,  is  to  be  named  the  f^Yorth 
Carolina^’  as  determined  by  the  lot.  Her  figure- 
head is  to  be  a bust  of  sir  Walter  Raleigh,  wlio  is 
considered  as  the  founder  of  the  state.  In  like  man- 
ner as  in  the  case  of  the  Ohio,  a frigate  is  immediately 
to  be  laid  dovi’n  on  the  place  now  occupied  by  the 
“N.  C.”  There  is  a great  economy  in  timber  by  this 
arrangement. 

African  colonization.  By  the  arrival  of  his  B.  M. 
ship  Tartar,  sir  Geo.  Collier,  at  Charleston,  from  the 
coast  of  Africa,  we  learn  that  14  out  of  22  of  the 
principal  settlers,  recently  from  the  United  States, 
had  died  at  Shebro’  island,  d'his  is  truly  bad  news. 
The  British  have  four  corvettes  and  two  gain  brigs 
on  the  coast,  '!'he  officers  and  crew  of  the  Tartai- 
had  suffered  severely — in  nine  months,  1 lieutenant, 
2 masters,  4 surgeons,  1 purser,  1 gunner,  and  seve- 
ral midshipmen,  had  been  buried  from  her. 

J\'orth- Carolina.  We  lately  noticed  an  alleged 
defect  in  the  la\v  of  this  state,  as  to  the  election  of 
presidential  electors.  The  law  is  now  said  to  be 
sufficient — a dilferent  opinion  was  entertained  on 
account  of  the  words  here<fter  having  been  printed 
for  hereinbefore. 

The  Choctaws.  We  are  pleased  to  believe  that 
ilie  report  of  a dreadful  civil  raging  among  this 
tribe  of  Indians  is  without  foundation.  A late  tra- 
veller through  ibe  nation  heard  nothing  of  it. 


,Co7n.  Chauncey  has  been  appointed  president  of 
of  the  Agricidtural  Society  of  New  York.  This  se- 
lection appears  rather  singular,  though  pleasing. 

More  silver!  We  have  the  following  account  of 
the  discovery  of  a silver  mine,  in  a paper  printed 
at  Salem,  Indiana,  July  10, — “We  have  been  inform- 
ed by  gentlemen  of  credibility,  that  there  has  been 
a silver  mine  lately  discovered  in  the  late  pur- 
chase in  this  state.  The  circumstances  relating  to 
it  are  these:  A few  months  ago,  a gentleman  near 
the  boundary  line  was  informed,  by  an  Indian,  that 
there  was  a mine  of  this  kind  somewhere,  but  re- 
fused to  tell  him  where  it  was,  unless  the  man 
would  pay  him  fifty  dollars,  a horse,  gun  and  seve- 
ral blankets,  which  the  man  did,  and  was  taken  to 
the  place,  and  brought  away  several  pounds  of  the 
ore.  He  has  since,  we  are  told,  brought  away  about 
three  hundred  pounds.  He  refuses  to  tell  where 
it  is,  but  says  there  is  at  least  three  waggonToads 
already  cast  into  bars  by  the  Indiahs,  which  he  in- 
tends to  bring  away.  . We  have  seen  (so  have  seve- 
ral citizens  of  Salem)  some  of  the  ore,  and  should 
suppose  it  at  least  two  thirds  silver.  The  ore  is  so 
pure  that  it  can  be  drawn  out  with  the  hammer,  into 
bars  of  almost  any  size,  and  it  is  thought  by  some 
to  be  sufficiently  pure  in  its  natural  state.  From 
the  representation  of  it,  the  mine  is  inexhaustible, 
and  in  a situation  difficult  to  be  discovered.” 

Whaling f It  would  seem  b)’-  the  following  arti- 
cle from  the  Boston  Patriot,  that  the  invention  oF 
the  torpedo  by  the  late  Robert  Fulton,  to  destroy 
enemies’  ships  in  the  late  war,  is  about  to  be  made 
u.se  of  for  another  valuable  purpose,  viz.  blowing 
up  whales! 

“It  was  hardly  to  have  been  expected,  that  these 
destructive  engines  should  have  been  adopted  in 
the  prosecution  of  one  of  the  most  thriving  branch- 
es of  business  in  which  navigation  is  now  employed^ 
Yet,  we  are  informed  that  a vessel  has  recently  been 
fitted  at  New- Bedford,  bound  on  a whaling  cruise, 
with  an  apparatus  on  board  for  the  purpose  of  tak-, 
ing  whales  by  blowing  them  v.p. 

Torpedoes,  of  arrow  form,  are  thrown  from  a gun 
on  boa."d  the. vessel,  which  are  calculated  to  sink 
into  the  body  of  the  wliuie,  and  there  explode.  As 
the  experiment  has  not  yet  been  fully  tested,  we 
think  its  success,  to  say  the  least,  is  problematical.’* 

JVew  York  schdol  fund,  &c.  We  have  a long  and 
interesting  statement  in  the  New  York  papers,  of 
the  funds  set  apart  for  literary  purposes.  They 
chiefly  consist  of  bonds  and  mortgages,  for  money 
loaned,  a considerable  quantity  of  bank  stock.s,  and 
sundry  valuable  tracts  of  land.  The  amounts  are 
as  follows: 

I'he  fund  for  the  support  of  “common  schools’* 
is  equal  to  ^1,232,908— and  its  annual  product 
about  ^78,964. 

The  fund  for  the  “promotion  of  literature” 
amounts  to  ^201,459,  and  its  income  is  g5,288. 
This  fund  is  divided  among  the  colleges,  in  propor- 
tion to  their  scholars.  Both  of  these  funds  are  on 
the  increase  as  to  value  and  product. 

Besides — the  occasional  grants  of  the  legisl.nture 
for  literary  purposed  since  1790,  amounts  to  one 
million, one  hundred  and  eighty-nine  thousand  and 
fifty-six  dollars.  And  the  general  aggregate  of  ap- 
propriations, for  the  last  thirty  years,  including 
escheated  lands,  school  lots,  fees,  &c.  but  exclud- 
ing the  annual  revenue  derived  from  the  penrianent 
funds,  is  estimated  to  amount  to  three  millions  of 
dollars! 
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We  have  been  politely  requested  to  register  the 
tonvention  by  which  Louisiana  was  ceded  to  the 
United  States,  and  shall  do  it  at  the  first  convenient 
Season. 

Our  late  news  from  England  shew  that  the  king 
and  his  ministers  have  resolved  to  degrade  and  re- 
pudiate the  queen,  if  they  can. 

Bad  made  worse.  Few  gentlemen  have  claimed 
a greater  share  of  my  respect  than  the  patriotic  go- 
vernor of  r ennessee — a plain  honest  man  “whose 
■Word  would  pass  for  more  than  he  is  worth;*’  and  I 
never  saw  any  thing  from  him  or  heard  ought  about 
him,  which  I so  much  regretted  as  his  message  to 
the  extraordinary  meeting  of  the  legislature  of  that 
state,  on  the  26th  of  June  last,  an  extract  from  which 
was  published  in  the  Register  of  the  29th  of  July, 
page  389 — in  which  he  recommends  what  he  calls 
a “property  law,”  or,  in  other  words,  a law  to  ar- 
rest the  progress  of  the  law  for  the  recovery  of  debts 
honestly  due — a violation  of  contracts.  1 am  sure 
that  he  meant  well,  much  as  1 differ  from  him  as  to 
the  justice  or  policy  of  this  proceeding. 

But  the  legislature,  acting  on  this  subject,  has 
adopted  something  much  worse  than  the  governor 
proposed — they  have  made  a “great  big”6a7jA?, which 
shall  discount  notesj  and  only  call  in  payments  on 
certain  conditions  and  at  fixed  rates — the  notes  of 
which  are  to  be  received  in  all  payments  made  to 
the  state  for  lands  or  otherwise, — it  is  also  enact- 
ed, that  no  execution  shall  issue  unless  the  plaintiff 
will  agree  to  receive  the  bills  or  notes  of  this  bank 
in  payment;  and  all  this,  without  the  deposit  of  a 
solitary  dollar  in  the  vaults  of  the  bank  to  redeem 
the  notes  thus  attempted  to  be  forced  upon  the  peo- 
ple! Why,  the  thing  is  so  fiery — has  so  much  of 
combustion  in  itself,  that  it  must  blow  up;  but  not 
perhaps,  until  some  ’cute  speculators  have  made 
their  fortunes  out  of  it,  as  the  fashion  is.  It  is  like 
“jumping  out  of  the  frying  pan  into  the  fire.” 

'\  he  madness,  the  wickedness  of  the  “paper  sys- 
tem,” is  now  so  well  understood  that  it  is  useless  to 
speak  upon  it.  Rascals  rolling  in  wealth  and  ho- 
nest men  oppressed  by  poverty,  is  every  where 
manifested  as  the  fruit  which  it  produces.  1 do  not 
mean  by  this  to  allude  to  banks  established  on  so- 
lid capitals  and  conducted  by  worthy  men;  for  a 
few  of  these  are  not  only  most  eminently  useful 
but  indispensable  to  the  public  convenience,  situat- 
ed as  things  are.  But  when  a bank  is  bottomed  on- 
ly on  stock  notes,  or,  like  that  to  be  made  in  Ten- 
nessee, only  founded  upon  a law,  and  the  notes  of 
such  institutions  are  forced  into  circulation,  it  is 
a robbery  on  the  many  for  the  advantage  of  a few. 
It  is  just  as  certain  as  that  the  sun  shines  at  noon 
day,  that  the  benefits  of  this  grand  panacea  will 
centre  in  perhaps  less  than  50  or  100  individuals — 
and  that  all  the  rest  of  the  people  of  the  state  will 
be  sufferers  by  it.  We  shall  see.  The  generous 
citizens  of  Tennessee  will  curse  this  institution  in 
less  than  two  years,  like  the  people  of  Pennsylvania 
and  Kentucky  have  cursed  the  abominable  lifters 
which  have  absolutely  ruined  so  many  of  them, 
theretofore  independent  and  happy.  We  “put  this 
down,”  that  it  may  be  remembered;  and  that,  as 
on  former  occasions,  we  may  have  the  merit  of  pro- 
phecying,  when  we  only  mean  to  say  that  if  a man 
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applies  a coal  of  fire  to  a cask  of  gun-powder,  that  it 
will  explode. 

The  United  States,  with  all  their  influence,  could 
not  force  the  use  of  treasury  notes  in  the  late  war; 
£tnd  can  Tennessee  expect  that  those  of  her  paper 
bank  will  be  forced?  Public  opinion  greatly  sup- 
ported the  former;  but  the  latter  is  without  this 
powerful  aid:  what;  then,  must  be  the  result?  Mere- 
ly the  issue  of  more  paper — a partial  procrastina- 
tion of  distress  to  some  needy  persons  but  accu- 
mulated misery  to  all  except  a few  speculators — the 
leeches  of  society,  who  fatten  on  the  sweat  and 
blood  of  men:  W'e  have  had  the  paper  mania  and 

must  wear  the  “straight  jacket,”  to  be  cured  of  it, 
— the  fever  must  be  allayed  by  abstinence.  Nothing 
else  will  relieve  it. 

Besides — the  worst  evil  that  Tennessee  suffers, 
has  probably  been  caused  by  the  liberal  purchases 
of  her  merchants  and  dealers  when  the  represen- 
tative«  of  money  were  cheap,  and  any  body  could 
get  a discount  at  bank:  The  continual  demands  of 

the  importers  drain  the  country  of  its  wholesome 
medium,  and  this  law  will  keep  what  yet  remains  in 
it  out  of  circulation.  The  notes  of  the  new  bank, 
we  venture  to  say,  if  now  issued,  could  not,  in  three 
months  hence,  be.  converted  into  money,  even  in 
Tennessee,  at  25  per  cent,  loss,  and  our  brokers 
would  not  then  buy  them  at  75  percent  discount. 
But,  the  law  of  the  state  cannot  interfere  with  a 
creditor  in  another — the  courts  of  the  United  States 
will  not  respect  this  law  of  the  state,  impairing  the 
obligation  of  contracts,  and  executions  must  issue. 
What  then?  only  gold  and  silver,  or  the  notes  of 
specie-paying  banks,  will  be  received,  and  property 
will  be  sold  at  less,  perhaps,  than  half  the  price 
which  it  would  have  brought  but  on  account  of  this 
unfortunate  unconstitutional  law — the  enactment 
of  whicli,  with  the  light  and  knowledge  at  present 
spread  before  the  people  as  to  the  eff  ect  of  a posi- 
tively paper  currency,  is  about  one  of  the  most 
wonderful  things  that  we  have  lately  met  with — as 
odd,  as  that  the  king  of  England  should  be  president 
of  a society  “for  the  suppression  of  vice  and  immo- 
rality!” 

Against  the  new  tariff.  The  following  print- 
ed circular,  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Philadelphia,  appears  to  have  been  freely  distribut- 
ed over  the  United  states: 

Philadelphia,  June  29th,  1820. 

Sir — The  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  this  city,  be- 
ing impressed  with  a belief  that  the  contemplated 
revision  and  alteration  of  the  system  of  duties,  at 
the  next  session  of  the  nationai  legislature,  is  one 
of  the  most  important  measures  which  can  be  the 
subject  of  deliberation  by  the  general  government; 
and  alarmed  at  the  efforts  which  were  made  during 
the  last  session  of  congress  to  establish  a new  tariff’, 
founded  on  principles  which  they  conceive  to  be 
highly  injurious  both  to  the  commercial  and  agri- 
cultural interests  of  the  union;  consider  it  incum- 
bent upon  them  to  take  the  most  early  and  eff’ectual 
measures  to  prevent  the  proposed  alteration. 

Under  these  views  entertained  by  the  Chamber, 
at  a special  meeting  held  on  the  14th  inst.  it  was 
determined  that  it  would  be  essentially  useful  to 
collect  the  sentiments  and  inTorni.'Uion  of  tLe  great 


431 


NILES’  REGISTER— AUGUST  19, 1820— AGAINST  TilE  TARii^T. 


body  of  merchants  and  men  conversant  with  the 
trade  of  the  country,  that  they  may  be  combin- 
ed in  the  assertion  and  maintenance' of  the  rights 
and  interests  of  commerce,  in  a manner  calculated 
duly  to  impress  the  national  legislature.  Restflu- 
tions  were  accordingly  passed,  a copy  of  wliich  is 
annexed. 

The  committee  appointed  by  the  Chamber  beg- 
leave  to  request,  that  you  will  take  measures  to  pro- 
mote this  interesting  object,  by  making  known 
these  views  to  the  merchants  generally  in  your 
place,  and  exciting  them  to  a thorough  examination 
of  the  subject,  that  they  may  become  actively  and 
earnestly  engaged  in  the  support  of  interests  which 
are  of  most  unquestionable  magnitude. 

With  deference  the  committee  suggest,  that  the 
sentiments  of  the  merchants,  and  others  connected 
with  commerce,  may  be  most  effectually  collected 
and  embodied,  and  a System  of  uniform  and  gene- 
ral action  be  best  matured,  by  a convention  of  de- 
legates, from  as  many  of  our  mercantile  towns  and 
cities  as  can  conveniently  send  them,  to  meet  in  one 
of  the  central  cities;  and  to  this  suggestion  your 
particular  attention  is  requested. 

The  committee  trust  that  it  will  be  recollected, 
that  complaints  have  been  made,  with  great  justice, 
of  the  extreme  inattention  of  the  mercantile  inte- 
rest to  this  most  important  subject,  during  the  late 
session  of  congress,  and  confidently  hope,  that  here- 
after  no  cause  will  exist  for  a similar  imputation. 

The  committee  will  be  happy  to  receive  from 
you  an  early  communication  on  this  subject,  and 
request  that  it  may  be  directed  to  John  Vaughan, 
Esq.  secretary  of  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of  the 
city  of  Philadelphia. 

On  behalf  of  the  committee, 

ROBERT  RALSTON,  President. 
THOS.  M.  WILLING,  V.  President. 
John  Vauguak,  Sec’ry  C.  C.  Pfiila. 

Extract  from  the  minutes  o f the  Chamber  oj  Commerce 
of  the  city  of  Philadelphia^  at  a special  meetings  held 
the  lAith  of  June,  1820. 

*‘Pesolve  'd,  That  a committee  be  appointed  to  en- 
quire if  any,  and  if  any  what  alterations  are  neces- 
sary in  the  existing  tariff  of  duties;  to  digest  and 
prepare  a new  system  if  they  think  proper;  to  cor- 
respond with  and  interest  the  Chambers  of  Com- 
merce in  other  places;  and  where  no  such  bodies 
exist,  to  apply  to  the  principal  merchants  and  en- 
deavor to  obtain  a general  co-operation,  by  conven- 
tion or  otherwise,  of  the  mercantile  community,  in 
a representation  to  congress  at  the  ensuing  session; 
the  object  of  which  will  be  to  afford  equal  encou- 
ragement to  the  great  branches  of  national  indus- 
try, agriculture,  commerce  and  manufactures;  and 
generally  to  pursue  such  measures  as  they  may 
deem  proper  to  promote  the  object  of  their  ap- 
pointment. 

(^Resolved,  That  the  officers  of  the  Chamber,  to- 
gether with  Messrs.  H.  Pratt,  Jacob  Sperry,  Samuel 
Archer,  R.  M.  Whitney,  J.R.  Evans,  J.  S.  Wain,  B. 
Lahlgren,  Charles  Perry,  and  J.  Goddard,  be  a com- 
mittee tocarry  the  foregoingresolution  into  effect.” 

In  consequence  of  the  preceding,  a meeting  of 
merchants  and  others  was  held  at  Richmond,  Va. 
on  the  8th  inst.,  at  which  the  following  resolution 
was  adopted: 

**  Resolved,  That  a committee  of  seven  be  appoint- 
ed to  take  into  consideration  the  papers  which  have 
been  submitted  from  the  Chamber  of  Commerce  of 
Philadelphia,  and  to  report  such  measures,  touch- 
ing the  proposed  tariff,  as  the  said  committee  may 
deem  it  expedient  to  adopt,  to  a meeting  to  be  held 


at  the  Coffee  Room,  on  Friday,  the  8th  September; 

And  the  followlr»g  gentlemen  were  then  coiistf 
stitutedthe  committee,  viz.  Messrs.  Thomas  Ruth- 
erford, Robert  Pollard,  John  G.  Gamble,  Charles 
Ellis,  Edmund  Taylor,  Thomas  Brockenbrough  and 
William  Galt.” 

O^^It  is  highly  probable  that  similar  meetings 
will  be  held  in  many  other  places;  for  it  is  said,  that 
“when  the  manufacturing  interest  conspire  -,  it  is 
necessary  for  the  agriculturalits  and  merchants  to 
combine.’* 

The  agriculturalists  of  the  eastern,  middle  and 
western  states,  we  are  of  opinion,  see  it  clearly  to 
be  their  interest  that  domestic  manufactures  should 
prosper,  because  of  the  home-market  afforded  for 
the  productions  of  their  soil — a market  whose  ad- 
vantages are  every  day  becoming  more  and  more 
manifest  to  them.  We  venture  to  say,  without  the 
fear  of  contradiction  by  any  one  who  has  the  mind 
to  ascertain  and  the  industry  to  consider  what  may 
be  called  the  statistics  of  lije,  in  a state  of  society*, 
that  the  location  of  one  hundred  manufacturers  in 
a district  containing  one  thousand  persons  engaged 
in  raising  and  rearing  articles  of  food,  would  give 
an  increased  value  to  those  articles,  in  consequence 
of  such  location,  so  that  the  difference  in  price  would 
exceed  the  entire  amount  paid  for  clothing  the 
thousand,  much  more  the  pittance  of  price  which 
an  advance  of  the  duties  might  impose  upon  their 
apparel: — we  mean  in  times  like  the  present,  when 
Europe  is  at  peace,  and  every  nation,  is  required  to 
rest  upon  its  own  resources,  destitute  of  artificial 
excitements  and  temporary  advantages.  But  it  may 
not  seen:  to  be  alike  the  interest  of  that  class  of 
agriculturalists,  generally  known  and  understood 
by  the  name  of  planters — that  is,  the  growers  of 
cotton,  tobacco  and  rice,  important  staples  of  our 
country  and  worthy  of  great  consideration.  As, 
comparatively  speaking,  they  raise  no  more  grain 
and  cattle  than  is  sufficient  for  the  common  con- 
sumption of  their  respective  families  and  districts, 
benffing  their  force  to  the  articles  mentioned,  it 
appears  to  them  that  an  advance  of  duty  on  a yard 
of  cloth,  needful  for  the  comfoi’t  of  themselves  or 
their  people,  operates  as  a direct  tax  upon  them, 
without  any  counteracting  benefit.  In  tlie  first  . 
place,  the  amount  of  this  advance  duty  is  greatly 
overrated;  and  in  the  second,  the  protection  of  do- 
mestic industry  may  prevent  a reaZ  direct  tax,  which 
will  bear  peculiarly  heavy  upon  these,  because  of 
the  principle  of  representation  adopted  in  the  con- 
stitution. 

As  to  the  former — It  must  be  recollected  that 
the  present  duties  on  imported  goods  exist  for  the 
sole  purpose  of  revenue-,  and,  high  as  they  are  said  to 
be,  we  know  that  we  have  really  to  borrow  not 
much  short  of  five  millions  to  keep  the  “wheels  of 
government”  a-going,  this  year,  and  it  is  reasona- 
bly calculated  that  we  shall  have  to  borrow  more 
for  the  service  of  the  next:  after  which,  if  Europe 
remains  at  peace  and  we  are  compelled  to  rest 
upon  our  own  natural  resources,  we  must  borrow, 
borrow,  borrow,  after  the  manner  of  Great  Britain, 
— or,  levy  new  taxes  or  retrench  our  expenses 
enormously— perhaps,  imprudently.  I say  impru- 
denily,  because  though  I believe  that  a great  re- 
trenchment may  safely  be  made,  I apprehend  that 
the  <‘signs  of  the  times”  and  the  general  nature 
and  progi’ess  of  things,  will  not  permit  it  to  pro- 
ceed so  far  that  our  expenditures  can  be  met  with 
the  revenue  to  be  expected  from  imports,  in  the 
general  want  of  profitable  employment  which  pi*e- 
vails  over  so  many  parts  of  our  country.  So  we 
see  that,  as  the  present  tariff  was  not  laid  for  the 
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advantage  of  domestic  industry  as  applied  to  ma- 
mifactures»  it  cannot  be  lessened  in  its  amount  for 
the  benefit  of  the  planters— government  “wants 
money  and  must  have  it.”  Well,  at  this  time  all 
cotton  goods  are  estimated  (for  duty)  to  cost  25 
cents  per  square  yard,  and  the  duty  is  20  per  cent, 
ad  vaL;  so  that  the  duty  on  the  lowest  priced  cot- 
tons, including  charges,  {if  fairly  paid,)  may  now 
amount  to  about  5^  cents  per  square  yard.  This 
takes  in  a very  large  portion  of  the  cotton  goods 
which  we  used  to  import — not  less  than  one  half 
Yet  so  it  is,  that  this  rate  of  duty,  by  the  improve- 
ments in  labor-saving  machinery,  may  be  said  to 
have  driven  the  coarse  East  India  goods  out  of  our 
market,  and  to  have  severely  checked  the  import 
of  those  of  Great  Britain,  &c.;  and  it  is  a fact,  that 
good  and  strong  American  muslins  are  now  selling 
at  from  16  to  17  cents  per  square  yard,  as  regular 
prices,  which  is  little  enohgh  in  all  conscience — not 
to  be  complained  of  by  any  one.  But  if  the  duty 
on  foreign  cottons  was  at  even  33  1-3  per  cent.,  as 
proposed  by  the  new  tariff,  what  would  the  differ- 
ence amount  to  I*  Take  the  average  of  the  people 
of  the  south  who  are  clothed  in  coarse  goods, 
(about  one  half  of  the  whole  number  of  persons,) 
and  I venture  to  say,  thatthey  do  not  consume  more 
than  twenty  yards  of  cottons,  or  any  thing  in  lieu 
tliereof,  in  a year.  On  these,  the  difference  of  duty 
would  amount  to  about  60  cents  for  each  person,  per 
annum — the  sum  which  I used  to  pay  every  three 
weeks  on  the  coffee  consumed  in  my  little  family! 
which,  person  for  person,  was  more  than  twice  as 
much  as  the  proposed  difference  in  the  tariff  would 
make,  though  fhat  difference,  it  has  been  fearfully 
said,  would  make  “Virginia  tributary  to  Rhode  Isl- 
and!” But  the  fact  is,  even  this  difference  would 
3not  exist.  The  assessment  of  the  33  per  cent,  could 
only  have  this  effect — to  exclude  such  East  India 
nnd  British  goods  as  we  can  easily  make  at  home, 
Sind,  possibly,  advance  the  price  of  the  latter  from 
lialf  a cent  to  one  cent  per  yard,  which  would  estab- 
lish our  cotton  manufactories  and  afford  art  ample 
]3rofit  to  all  persons  engaged  in  them.  This  is  the 
effect  of  machinery.*  So  we  perceive  that  a mea- 
sure which  would  employ  a large  portion  of  our 
unproductive  population,  and  give  life  and  activity 
to  many  suffering  districts,  amounts  comparatively 
to  nothing,  when  we  look  at  it  fairly.  The  differ- 
Mice  in  the  cost  of  clothing  a full  field  hand,  (as  to 
cotton  goods),  would  be  less  than  the  duty  which  I 
paid  for  the  coffee  drank  by  my  youngest  child! 

We  state  the  case  as  to  cottons  and  apply  our 
remarks  only  to  coarse  goods,  for  the  sake  of  ex- 
ample. We  think  that  distinctions  might  safely  be 
made  in  regard  to  cotton,  as  well  as  in  other  goods; 
and  that  duties,  as  protective,  should  only  be  laid  on 
those  things  which  experience  has  proved  we  can 
make  with  a little  encouragement,  to  give  emplo}^ 
to  the  surplus  labor  of  the  country.  It  is  the  care- 
lessness of  estimating  surplusses  that  leads  many  into 
error — a surplus  of  five  barrels  of  flour  to  the  hun- 
dred, will  depreciate  the  whole  value  of  the  hun- 
dred more  than  the  five  are  worth;  and  five  people, 
as  a surplus,  idle  in  a hundred,  will  reduce  the  pro- 
fits of  the  labor  of  the  hundred  more  than  the  wages 
of  five  persons  would  amount  to.  This  may  be  bet- 
ter understood  by  asserting,  as  I firmly  do,  that  if 
the  state  of  Georgia,  for  instance,  raised  no  bread 
stuffs,  all  the  surplusses  of  all  the  rest  of  the  states 
would  hardly  supply  her  people  with  food.  « 

* Rapid  •iveavinq'. — In  the  Otsego  manufactory,  oe- 
longing  to  col.  AVilliams  & Go.,  three  girls,  in  pow- 
er looms,  made  296  yards  of  shirtiner,  on  the  llth 
;ia?y. 


In  the  second  place,  the  necessity  of  direct  tuxes 
is  evident,  if  the  laboring  classes  want  employment. 
Men  may  say  what  they  please  and  talk  as  they  like 
of  the  taxes  which  they  pay — the  base  of  nine- 
tenths  of  all  that  are  levied  any  where  I'ests  upon 
the  productive  classes.  We  liave  recollected  the 
shrewd  remark  of  Mr.  Jefferson,  when  a ci  izen  of 
New  York  was  boasting  of  the  amount  which  that 
city  paid  into  the  treasury-  “remove  the  custom 
house  across  the  Hudson,”  said  he,  “and  the  city 
of  Jersey  will  pay  it.”  Every  resource  oftliis  kind 
depends  upon  production — without  that,  rents  ami 
interests  csLnnot  be  paid  nor  trade  be  supimrled.  The 
corporation  of  the  bank  of  tlie  United  States  does 
not  create  the  value  of  one  cent  during  a year;  and, 
without  itsassessmenton  the  labor  of  otliers,  would 
be  minus  by  the  amount  of  its  expenses.  The  la- 
boring people  in  the  United  States  are  very  nu- 
merous. Britain,  with  her  much  greater  population, 
has  not  one  half  so  many  persons  who  live  com- 
fortably upon  their  daily  or  weekly  wages  as  we 
have  had;  and  so  it  was,  that  persons  receiving  from 
one  to  two  dollars  per  day,  paid  more  taxes  in  the 
United  States  than  others,  (planters  and  farmers), 
worth  many  thousand  dollars,  from  the  circum- 
stance that  they  live  chiefly  in  the  cities  and  towns 
and  used  more  of  foreign  taxed  products.  But  how 
is  it  now;’  They  are  forced  to  retrench — an  occa- 
sional glass  of  wine  or  of  brandy  and  water,  a fine 
broad  cloth  coat  and  many  little  matters  for  the  wo- 
men, are  dispensed  with?  rye  supplies  the  place  of 
coflee  and  iea,and  whiskey  only  is  to  be  foundin  their 
cup  boards.  Journeymen  mechanics*  who  have  fa- 
milies, paid  taxes  to  government  on  coffee,  tea  and 
foreign  liquors,  of  from  10  to  20  dollars  a year — 
thousands  of  these  are  no  longer  able  to  pay  them; 
thus  it  is  in  many  other  things,  as  demonstrated  by 
the  deficiency  in  the  revenue — yet  to  be  more 
severely  felt  than  it  has  been.  They  “cannot  make 
bricks  without  straw” — they  must  use  the  cheapest 
things  that  will  .sustain  and  cherish  life  as  their 
means  of  living  are  straightened.  It  may  be  said, 
that  the  essential  articles  of  food  are  very  low;  it  is 
well  that  they  are — a dome.stic  scarcity  would  fur- 
nish us  with  many  cases  of  actual  starvation;  but 
there  is  no  drayman  in  the  street  who  will  not  tell 
you  he  wishes  that  flour  was  double  its  present 
price  in  consequence  of  a foreign  demand;  and  I 
heartily  wish  it,  though  I never  sold  one  grain  of 
any  sort  of  corn,  because  it  is  known  that  I could  more 
easily  pay  for  what  I want,  by  the  circulation  which 
it  would  give  to  money,  and  the  increased  liberali- 
ty and  punctuality  that  would  attend  all  money 
transactions.  Salaried  men  know  nothing  of  this. 
If  all  the  United  States  were  divided  into  “ten  miles 
square,”  and  each  square  could  hare  as  many  per- 
sons living  on  salaries  as  the  District  of  Columbia 
furnishes,  we  should  get  along  very  snugly!  But 
this  cannot  be,  though  it  may  account  for  the  want 
o\' feeling  which  so  generally  prevails  in  the  metro- 
polis, 

*lt  is  a singular  fact  winch  conclusively  siiews 
the  pressure  of  the  times,  that  our  master  mechanics, 
even  of  the  most  necessary  callings,  such  as  shoe- 
makers, hatters  and  tailors,  are  not  doing  more  than 
one  lialfortwo  thirds  of  the  business  which  they 
did  three  or  four  years  ago.  “People  must  wear 
shoes”  is  a common  saying — true,  they  still  wear 
them,  but  they  take  much  better  care  oftiiem  than 
formerly.  Cobblers  have  increased,  but  shoemakei-.s 
have  decreased.  dollar  now  affords  matter  ot 
reflection  to  many  who  lately  put  their  hand  into 
their  pocket  and  gave  one  away,  without  a thought 
of  how  its  plac‘d  was  to  be  supplied. 
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I have  always  contended  that  direct  taxes  must 
form  a part  of  every  just  system  of  taxation;  and,  for 
the  causes  now  stated,  have  oftentimes  said  that  they 
would  be  rendered  indispensable.  We  shall  have 
them  before  many  years,  unless  prevented  by  some 
fortunate  foreign  events  to  give  employment  to  our 
people.  We  are  at  present  depending  on  the  chap- 
ter of  accidents^  or  on  loans,  to  meet  our  future  ex- 
penses, and  all  administering  the  affairs  of  govern- 
ment know  it.  When  the  direct  tax  comes,  they 
on  whom  it  will  bear  most  heavily,  may  begin  to 
calcvlaie  whether  it  is  better  for  them  to  pay  100 
dollars  a year  for  their  lands,  houses  and  slaves,  than 
a presumed  advance  of  from  10  to  20  on  articles  of 
clothing. 

But,  as  t have  said  before,  I am  almost  glad  that 
the  tariff  bill  failed  at  the  last  session;  and  indeed,- 
I do  not  wish  it  to  pass,  exactly  as  reported,  at  the 
next,  '['he  rates  on  some  articles  are  too  high, 
unless  it  is  intended  to  introduce  sundry  inter- 
nal taxes  or  excises-— which  should  be  avoided  if 
possible,  because  of  the  inquisitorial  power  ne- 
cessarily connected  with  them,  and  on  account  of 
the  numerous  officers  and  dependants  on  govern- 
ment wliich  they  must  create.  I am  in  favor  of  go- 
ing on  a step  at  a time,  and  of  doing  effectually  all 
that  we  pretend  to  do— of  establishing  such  manu- 
factures as  we  think  it  expedient  to  protect,  leaving 
all  else  for  the  purpose  of  revenue,  as  now  existing. 
We  may  advance  as  our  population  requires;  and, 
by  furnishing  employment  for  all,  enable  every  man 
to  contribute  his  portion  to  the  public  burthens, 
and  so  secure  prosperity  and  content. 


Missouri  Question. 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  DARLINGTON,  (OF  PENN.) 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OE  IlEPRESENTATIVES. 

Mr.  Dahlington  addressed  the  chair  as  follows: 

Mr.  Chairman — I wish  to  submit  a few  remarks 
on  this  question;  and  I trust  the  committee  will  be 
disposed  to  extend  their  indulgence  towards  me  for 
a few  moments,  when  they  recollect,  that  I am  not 
iii  the  habit  of  trespassing  upon  their  patience  in 
this  way.  I am  very  sensible  that  I shall  not  be 
able  to  do  justice  even  to  my  own  views  of  the  sub- 
ject; for  I am  utterly  unpractised  in  the  business 
of  public  speaking;  yet,  believing  that  this  is  a 
question  of  vital  importance,  not  only  to  the  cha- 
racter of  this  nation,  but  likewise  to  its  safety,  pros- 
perity and  hajipiness;  and  believing,  also,  that  some 
erroneous  impressions  exist,  in  relation  to  many  of 
those  who  advocate  the  amendment  before  you,  I 
feel  constrained  to  attempt  a few  observations. 

T shall  not  presume  to  undertake  an  exposition  of 
ambiguous  constitutional  points,  after  the  very.able 
and  learned  discussions  which  we  have  had  frorh 
gentlemen  who  haye  preceded  me.  Such  an  attempt 
would,  in  my  opinion,  be  as  unnecessary  now,  as  it 
certainly  would  be  presumptuous  mme  at  any  time. 
T shall,  therefore,  content  myself,  at  this  stage  of 
the  debate,  with  offering  some  of  those  views  which 
present  themselves  to  a common  understanding. 
And  here,  sir,  as  an  American,  proud  and  jealous  of 
our  national  character,  I trust  I may  be  permitted 
to  say,  that  it  is  a source  of  no  little  mortification 
to  me  to  see  the  congress  of  these  United  States, 
in  the  44th  year  of  our  independence,  seriously  sus- 
taining the  question,  ivhetheril  he  rightful  and  expe- 
dient, without  an  uncontroluble  necessity,  to  sanction 
human  slavery  in  the  next)  republics  xvhich  are  to  be 
added  to  this  confederacy?  1 had  once  fondly  hoped 
that  such  a spectacle  would  never  have  been  exhi- 
bited by  us,  to  gratify  the  inaii.gnant  envy  of  the 


despots,  and  their  execrable  parasites,  who  outrag^ 
the  rights  of  mankind  in  the  old  world,  and  who 
sicken  at  the  idea  of  their  conservation  here.  I 
had  hoped,  that  we  should  have  persevered  with 
unanimity,  as  we  have  hitherto  done,  in  erecting 
new  republics  upon  the  true  and  genuine  princi- 
ples of  our  government,  excluding  human  slavery 
with  the  utmost  care  and  solicitude,  wherever  it 
should  be  in  our  power  to  do  so.  The  generous  and 
predominant  sentiments  of  the  American  people, 
as  far  as  I have  had  an  opportunity  to  be  acquainted 
with  those  sentiments,  seemed  to  me  to  warrant 
such  a hope;  and  I cannot  relinquish  the  idea. 

We  have  been  told,  indeed — and  I feel  it  my  duty 
as  a representative  of  republican  Pennsylvania,  to 
notice  the  remark — we  have  been  told,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, that,  however  laudable  may  be  the  motives  of 
many  who  are  in  favor  of  restricting  slavery,  yet 
that  there  are  political  jugglers  behind  the  scenes, 
who  are  making  use  of  the  proposition  and  its  ad- 
vocates, as  the  forlorn  hope,  and  the  last  desperate 
effort  of  an  expiring  party.  Sir,  where  I am  best 
known,  it  would  be  needless  to  say  that  / have  no- 
thing to  do  with  their  views,  their  efforts,  or  their 
hopes — that  / have  never  had  any  concern  or  con- 
nection with  that  expiring  party.  From  my  earliest 
youth,  upwards,  I have  been  a democratic  republi- 
can; and  I leave  it  to  those  who  have  once  belonged 
to  the  aforesaid  expiring  party,  if  there  be  any  suefe 
here,  to  develope  the  schemes  of  their  jugglers:  I 
have  never  been  in  their  secrets;  but  I cannot  help 
observing,  that  I see  gentlemen  who  are  avowed 
members  of  that  unfortunate  party,  zealously  engag- 
ed in  the  ranks  of  our  opponents,  in  endeavors  to 
defeat  this  amendment.  Sir,  I do  not  believe  it  is  a 
question  party  views  with  any  man  who  loves  his 
country,  or  feels  an  interest  in  its  reputation  and 
permanent  welfare.  But,  sir,  I have  always  been 
taught  to  believe,  that  it  was  no  part  of  republican- 
ism to  authori2^e,  or  even  to  connive  at,  slavery,  in 
the  formation  of  governments,  where  it  could  pos- 
sibly be  prevented.  I will  here  frankly  confess, 
too,  that  it  is  cause  of  pain  and  regret  to  be  oppos- 
ed to  gentlemen  for  whom  I have  the  highest  re- 
gard, and  with  whom  it  has  generally  been  the 
pride  and  the  happiness  of  myself  and  my  col- 
leagues to  co-operate.  But,  on  this  occasion,  I 
must  pursue  a course,  however  opposite  to  that 
of  my  southern  friends,  which  a solemn  sense  of 
duty  renders  imperative;  and  I ask  gentlemen  to 
exercise  their  accustomed  liberality  towards  us.  If 
they  think  it  strange  that  we,  who  have  generally 
acted  with  them,  are  opposed  to  them  on  this  sub- 
ject, we  can  only  say%  that  we  think  it  equally 
strange,  and  we  do  most  sincerely  regret,  to  find 
them  in  opposition  to  us. 

What  is  it,  Jlr.  Chairman,  which  this  amendment 
proposes,  and  which  seems  to  excite  such  an  un- 
common degree  of  sympathy  for  Missouri?  What 
is  the  mighty  bug-bear  that  so  alarms  gentlemen? 
Is  it  proposed  to  bind  her,  hand  and  foot,  and  deli- 
ver her  over  to  the  dominion  of  despotism?  Sir,  a 
man  of  plain  comprehension  might  well  be  astonish- 
ed if  he  were  to  learn,  for  the  first  time,  after  hear- 
ing the  arguments  and  forcible  appeals  of  gentle- 
men, that  the  simple  proposition  before  you  is,  to 
enable  Missouri  to  become  an  independent  repub- 
lican state,  and  to  secure  her  from  the  dreadful  curse 
of  slavery!  We  propose  to  do  that  for  her  which  we 
have  already  done  for  the  states  north-west  of  the 
©liio,  and  for  which  the  citizens  of  those  states  will 
be  forever  grateful.  Mr.  Chairman,  the  existence 
of  slavery  seems  to  be  universally  considered  a gi’eat 
moral  and  political  evil  in  the  community.  Honor-' 
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able  gentlemen,  who  have  an  intimate  knowledge 
of  its  nature  and  tendencies,  have  emphatically 
termed  it  a curse  and  a scourge  to  society.  The 
ancient  and  respectable  commonwealth  of  Virginia 
perceived,  at  an  early  day,  the  evils  which  it  would 
ontail  upon  her,  and  she  protested  against  the  fur- 
ther increase  of  it.  But  the  government  of  Great 
Britain,  regardless  of  the  welfare  of  her  colonies, 
permitted  the  temporary  interest  of  a few  to  endan- 
ger tJie  prosperity,  the  liappiness  and  the  safety  of 
the  countless  generations  who  were  to  succeed 
them.  We  know  that  this  tremendous  evil  was 
fastened  upon  our  country  by  the  mercenary,  heart-« 
less  policy  of  an  arbitrary,  commercial  government, 
not  only  without  our  Agency  and  consent,  but 
against  our  earnest  protestations.  But  I beg  to  ask, 
sir,  what  it  is  -we  are  about  to  do?  I wish  every 
member  of  the  committee  would  seriously  consider 
this  question — What  is  it  xoe  are  about  to  do?  Sir, 
unless  this  amendment  prevail,  we,  the  republican 
congress  of  the  United  States,  are  about  to  permit 
the  temporary  interest  of  a few  individuals  (for  few 
they  are,  compared  with  the  numbers  who  are  here- 
after to  exist  there)  to  entail  this  same  transcendant 
curse  upon  the  unborn  myriads 'of  our  posterity, 
who  will,  in  future  times,  inhabit  the  fertile  regions 
of  the  west.  Yes,  sir,  as  xvs  noxv  view  the  conduct 
of  Great  Britain,  in  imposing  or  authorizing  slavery 
in  some  of  our  ancient  commonwealths,  so  will  the 
future  citizens  of  those  western  republics  regard 
this  cohgres's,  unless  we  interpose  to  stay  the  pro- 
gress of  the  desolating  evil.  If  we  suffer  this  perni- 
cious population  to  ramify  and  diffuse  itself  through- 
out the  new  states  to  be  formed  in  our  territories, 
their  citizens  will  one  day  direct  their  agonized 
views  to  the  proceedings  of  this  body,  and  deplore 
the  policy  which  sanctioned  their  dreadful  destiny. 
They  will  find  themselves  doomed  to  evils,  by  our 
connivance  and  authority,  which  it  will  be  vain  and 
hopeless  to  attempt  to  remove.  Will  any  gentle- 
man of  Virginia  or  Maryland  say,  that  it  would  not 
have  been  a happy  circumstance  for  their  own  states 
if  the  early  settlers  had  been  prevented  from  intro- 
ducing slaves  among  them?  And  will  it  not  be 
equally  beneficial  to  exclude  them  from  the  west- 
ern commonwealths?  Can  there  be  a doubt  about 
this?  No,  there  cannot.  Then,  now  is  the  time  to 
interfere;  and  it  is  now  or  never.  But  it  is  object- 
ed, that  we  are  presuming  to  judge  for  the  people 
of  Missouri,  Sir,  I consider  that  we  are  interested 
in  this  question  as  well  as  the  people  of  Missouri. 
We  are  juding  for  ourselves  as  well  as  for  them; 
and  we  are  enabled,  by  melancholy,  dear-bought 
experience,  to  judge  correctly.  Gentlemen  have 
acknowledged  that  they  would  advise  an  exclusion 
of  slavery,  because  they  know  it  is  an  inveterate 
and  incurable  evil.  But,  sir,  although  we  know  the 
future  citizens  of  Missouri  would  be  grateful  for 
the  restriction,  it  is  not  from  an  officious  disposition 
to  meddle  with  concerns  which  are  foreign  to  us, 
that  we  urge  it.  No,  sir.  If  the  Missourians  were  to 
be  a separate  people,  it  would  be  nothing  to  us  how 
many  slaves  they  had,  or  what  regulations  they 
adopted.  Although  we  might  wish  them  to  enjoy 
republican  freedom,  it  would  be  none  of  our  busi- 
ness what  they  were,  or  how  they  were  governed. 
But,  Mr.  Chstirman,  they  are  to  become  a consti- 
tuent part  of  this  confederacy;  they  are  to  be 
members  of  our  political  family.  They  are  to  be 
co-partners  in  our  great  national  firm:  and  are 
not  we  interested  in  the  character  and  condition 
of  those  who  propose  to  join  us?  Have  we  no 
right  to  judge  of  the  fitness  of  those  who  wish 
■o  participate  in  our  affairs?  We  have  embark- 


ed in  the  business  of  free  government.  We  hav® 
recognized  the  sublime  doctrines  of  the  rights  oj 
man  in  our  own  states,  as  far  as  existing  circum- 
stances would  permit:  and  do  we  not  owe  it  to  con- 
sistency, to  our  high  character,  and  lofty  preten- 
sions, nay,  to  our  own  welfare  and  safety,  to  carry 
this  recognition  of  sound  principles  into  all  thenew 
governments  erected  under  our  authority,  and 
which  are  to  join  us  in  the  magnificent  scheme? — 
Do  not  the  wise  and  the  virtuous,  the  friends  of 
freedom  and  of  mankind,  in  all  parts  of  tlie  world, 
anxiously  expect  it  at  our  hands?  Shall  we  blast 
the  hopes  of  those  philanthropists,  who  regard  our 
country  as  the  great  asylum,  the  last  and  only  re- 
fuge of  liberty  and  rational  government?  Forbid 
it  Heaven!  We  are  solemnly  bound,  not  only  to 
secure  our  own  welfare,  but  to  provide,  as  far  as  We 
can,  for  that  of  o\xv  posterity^  When  we  knoxv  that 
the  welfare  of  our  descendants  in  Missouri,  as  well 
as  in  the  United  States  generally,  requires  the  re- 
striction of  slavery,  how  can  we  reconcile  it  to  our 
sense  of  duty  to  permit  the  unnecessary  introduc- 
tion and  diffusion  of  an  evil  which  we  are  sure  will 
be  the  scourge  of  countless  generations?  But,  say 
gentlemen,  the  people  now  in  Missouri  may  not 
choose  to  exclude  slavery;  and  they  have  a right  to 
judge  for  themselves  in  this  matter.  A.nd  pray,  sir, 
have  not  this  congress  a right,  also,  to  judge  for 
themselves,  whether  it  will  be  for  the  good  of  the 
union  to  admit  new  members  who  hold  mankind  as 
slaves?  If  the  people  of  this  nation,  or  a great  ma- 
jority of  them,  believe  as  I have  no  doubt  they  do, 
that  it  would  be  pernicious  and  dangerous  to  add 
new  states,  of  this  description,  to  the  union,  have 
they  not  a right,  and  a discretionary  power,  to  ex- 
clude such  states?  If  they  have  noty  then  they  are 
in  a most  deplorable  condition.  They  are  then  de- 
prived of  the  right  of  selfpreservationy  which  is  a 
right  inherent  in  all  bodies.  Sir,  we  have  the  right 
of  self-preservation;  we  have  the  right  to- judge  of 
the  means  of  our  safety;  and  it  is  our  solemn  duly 
to  exercise  it,  and  to  guard  against  evil,  whenever 
it  is  in  our  power  to  do  so.  It  is  our  duty  to  take 
care  that  the  republic  receive  no  detriment;  and, 
believing  that  it  would  be  highly  detrimental  to 
this  union,  and  destructive  to  the  first  principles  of 
our  government,  to  sanction  the  creation  of  new 
members  with  a power  to  establish  human  slavery 
where  it  is  not  absolutely  necessary,  I feel  bound  to 
oppose  it.  I should  deem  it  a dereliction  of  duty,  on 
my  part,  to  connive  at  such  an  evil,  for  which  I could 
not  hope  to  be  pardoned,  either  here  or  hereafter. 
I am  perfectly  satisfied,  that  the  clause  of  the  con- 
stitution which  says  ‘‘ne'W  states  may  be  admitted 
by  the  congress  into  this  union,”  gives  us  the  right 
to  judge  whether  they  o^tght  to  be  admitted.  We 
must  exercise  our  discretion,  and  ascertain,  to  our 
satisfaction,  whether  such  “new  states”  are  of  a 
character  to  increase  the  strength  and  promote  the 
welfare  of  this  union;  or  whether  they  may  not  en- 
danger our  safety  and  happiness:  for  I contend  we 
have  a right  to  consult  our  safety  and  to  pursue  our 
own  happiness.  The  declaration  of  independence 
is  surely  correct  when  it  asserts  this  right,  notwith- 
standing some  of  its  doctrines  have  been  ridiculed 
and  denied  on  this  floor,  as  tliey  once  were,  and 
probably  yet  ai-e,  in  the  Britisii  parliament.  Sir, 
suppose  the  island  ofCiiba  should  become  an  inde- 
pendent state,  and  should  apply  for  admission  into 
this  union,  with  all  her  sla  ves  and  foreign  habits;  arc 
we  bound  to  admit  lier?  No  one  will  ]>retcn(l 
tliat  we  are.  We  should  judge  for  ourselvt\s  v,  lic- 
ther  it  would  be  for  our  own  good  to  receive  lier; 
and  I,  for  one,  shouldjvery  mudi  doubt  :t,ur;der  ang 
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treaty  Stipulations;  for  I hold  the  good  old  republican 
doctrines  relative  to  the  treaty  making  power.; — 
And  yet,  sir,  we  admit  her,  because  congress 
tnay  admit  new  states.  Sir,  I have  not  the  slightest 
doubt  on  the  subject  of  our  discretionary  powers. 

'rhe  sparse  population  now  in  Missouri,  may  not 
yet  perceive  the  evils  of  slavery;  and  may,  there- 
fore, be  willing  to  indulge  in  the  dangerous  gratifi- 
cations wiiich  it  affords,  until  it  is  too  late.  So  it 
was  in  South  Carolina  and  Georgia.  Those  states 
wished  for  more  slaves.  They  insisted  on  the  pri- 
vilege (which,  unhappily  for  themselves,  and  the 
whole  nation,  was  conceded  to  them,)  of  importing 
that  description  of  persons  for  ttvenly  years  after 
the  adoption  of  the  federal  constitution.  But,  Mr. 
Chairman,  what  do  they  say  now?  Do  they  not 
See  their  error.*'  Nay,  do  they  wot  feel  it,  and  de- 
plore it?  And  are  we  never  to  profit  by  woful  ex- 

Jjerience?  Are  we  to  go  on,  wilfully,  and  perverse- 
y,  blindfold,  in  this  fatal  career,  until  slavery  shall 
be  extended  over  three  fourths  of  the  republics  in 
this  confederacy?  I hope  not.  I pray  to  God  that 
we  may  have  the  virtue,  and  the  firmness,  to  re- 
strain its  progress,  before  we  are  irretrievably  lost 
in  the  dreadful  abyss.  Some  of  the  learned  gentle- 
men of  the  bar,  who  oppose  this  .amendment, 
have  exercised  their  ingenuity  in  subtile  distinc- 
tions and  technical  rules  of  deduction,  borrowed 
from  thow  profession.  They  were,  no  doubt,  very 
applicable  to  the  subject;  and,  as  far  as  I understand 
them,  I listened  with  pleasure — I hope  with  profit. 
They  also  borrowed  some  of  their  illustratiojisfrom 
my  profession;  and  there,  I think,  I understood  them 
better.  But,  Mr.  Chairman,  I could  by  no  means 
assent  to  their  correctness,  when  they  came  within 
my  province.  I trust  they  are  more  correct,  while 
on  their  own  grounds.  Gentlemen  compared  the 
evil  of  slavery  to  a malignant  poison;  and  they  cal- 
led upon  us  to  dilute  ity  by  diffusion,  in  order  to  ren- 
der it  more  tolerable.  Sir,  it  is  a malignant  poison, 
or  rather,  I would  say,  it  is  a malignant  disease  in 
the  body  politic,  whose  deleterious  ravages  are  ex- 
tended with  all  the  certainty,  and  inveteracy,  of 
specific  contagion.  It  is  more  loathsome  than  the 
small  pox  itself;  and  its  desolating  influence  ought, 
by  all  means,  to  be  confined  within  the  smallest 
possible  limits.  Would  you  diffuse  contagion  in  a 
community,  by  w'ay  of  relief?  Would  you  dissenii- 
nate  small  pox,  with  a view  to  dilute  its  malignity, 
or  to  mitigate  its  effects?  No,  sir,  that  would  be 
quackeiy  wifhout  a parallel  in  the  darkest  ages  of 
the  profession.  Sir,  the  immortal  ordinance  of  1787, 
respecting  the  territories  northwest  of  the  Ohio, 
was  tlie  grand  Jennerian  discovery  in  relation  to  the 
malady  of  slavery  in  our  country;  and  I trust  we 
ijhail  continue  to  avail  ourselves  of  the  blessing. — 
Ti)e  congress  of  ’87  introduced  a sort  political 
raceinalion  into  the  constitutions  of  Ohio,  Indiana, 
ami  Illinois,  which  effectually  secured  those  states 
from  tlie  evil;  and  I am  also  for  extending  the  same 
salutary  process  to  our  infant  sister,  Missouri.  And 
why?  Is  it  to  injure  her?  Is  it  to  mutilate  or  dis- 
figure her?  No,  .sir:  it  is  to  secure  her  health,  and 
to  preserve  her  beauty!  Mr.  Chairman,  should  ymu 
d : cm  these  observations  to  savor  unduly  of  the  shop, 
X mubt  ])lead  in  mitigation  of  ymur  censure,  the pre- 
set  by  tile  gentleman  of  the  green  satchel. 
'Mnch  has  been  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  on  both  sides, 
about  religioi},  as  connected  with  tliis  question.  1 
.sliall  not  adduce  religious  arguments  in  aid  of  my 
opinions,  because  I am  well  awai  e that  the  sacred 
name  of  religion  has  been  too  often  improperly 
used  for  political  purposes.  I have,  indeed,  heard 
♦lie  beuGVolent  principles  of  Christianity  urged. 


with  unanswerable  force,  in  my  estimation,  against 
the  further  extension  of  this  crying  enormity:  and 
yet  I have  also  recently  seen,  with  feelings  which  I 
shall  not  attempt  to  describe,  the  holy  scriptures 
cited  as  authority  in  favor  of  the  practice  of  hold- 
ing mankind  as  slaves!  But  1 am  not  disposed  to 
mingle  politics  with  religion.  I am  for  keeping 
church  and  state  separate,  on  all  occasions.  I can- 
not, however,  help  noticing  a remark  of  the  gen- 
tleman from  South  Carolina,  (Mr.  Pinckney).  I 
understood  him  to  say,  that  slavery  could  not  be 
inconsistent  with  religion,  because  the  Deity  per- 
mits a large  portion  of  the  human  race  to  be  held 
in  bondage.  I am  sure  the  gentleman  did  not  re- 
flect on  the  extent  to  which  such  an  argument 
would  go,  or  he  would  not  have  advanced  it.  Sir, 
if  that  doctrine  were  correct,  it  would  go  to  sanc- 
tion every  evil  that  is  permitted  to  exist  in  society; 
and  we  should  find  little  reason  to  smile,  or  be  sur- 
prised, at  the  quaint  determination  of  the  liberty- 
loving  fathers  and  founders  of  New-England,  who, 
we  are  told,  resolved  that  they  would  be  governed 
by  the  laws  of  God  until  they  could  enact  others 
better  suited  to  their  condition.  But,  sir,  I must 
beg  leave  to  say,  that  the  religion  which  sanctifies 
the  unnecessary  existence  of  slavery,  is  not  the  re- 
ligion which  we  profess  in  Pennsylvania. 

It  lias  been  said,  Mr.  Chairman,  in  opposition  to 
this  amendment,  that  all  the  citizens  of  the  United 
States  have  a right  to  the  territory  west  of  the  Mis- 
sissippi, inasmuch  as  it  was  purchased  with  their 
money;  that,  therefore,  congress  cannot  prevent  ci- 
tizens from  removing  thither  with  their  slaves  and 
other  property.  But  it  is  admitted  that  the  people  of 
Missouri  may,  themselves,  exclude  slavery.  Now, 
ifitbearight  which  belongs  to  a citizen  of  the  Unit- 
ed States,  as  such,  to  remove  there  with  every  de- 
; scription  of  property,  how  comes  it  that  his  slaves 
may  be  thus  excluded?  Can  sixty  thousand  people, 
by  forming  a state  government  in  one  of  youi'  ter- 
ritories, abi'idge  the  rights  of  citizens  of  the  United 
States?  When  the  public  lands  are  thrown  into  the 
market,  can  these  Missourians  exclude  all  purcha- 
sers who  wish  to  come  there  with  their  slaves?  It 
would  seem  that  they  can:  and  this,  to  my  mind, 
conclusively  shows  that  the  right  to  carry  slaves 
into  the  new  states  is  not  a right  of  an  United  States’ 
citizen,  as  such.  But,  again:  it  is  generally  con- 
ceded, that  congress  may  prohibit  slavery  in  a ter- 
ritory; and  yet,  if  holding  and  carrying  slaves  were 
one  of  the  rights  of  a citizen,  as  aforesaid,  such  pro- 
hibition would  seem  to  be  a more  direct  infringe- 
ment of  that  right,  because  the  territory  is  the  com- 
mon property  of  the  people  of  the  United  States. 
My  inference,  therefore,  is,  that  the  right  to  carry 
slaves  into  a new  state  or  territory,  is  not  a federal 
rig-ht.  I consider  the  right,  if  it  may  be  so  called, 
of  holding  mankind  as  slaves,  to  be  a local  one,  de- 
rived from  those  state  institutions  where  slavery  is 
already  permitted, 

Mr.  Chairman,  I cannot  but  view  this  ardent  de- 
sire to  introduce  slavery  into  Missouri,  as  somewhat, 
anaiagous  to  the  mania  for  banking  which  lately 
prevailed  to  such  an  unfortunate  degree  in  some  of 
the  states.  A number  of  speculators  were  so  infa- 
tuated with  tiie  prospect  of  gain,  by  banking,  that 
no  argument  could  prevail  with  them  to  pause,  or 
to  calculate  the  dangers  of  the  scheme.  I'hey  per- 
sisted  in  the  delusion  until  they  had  well  nigh  ruin- 
ed the  country;  and  entailed  upon  it  a vitiated  cur- 
rency, which  cun  only  be  eradicated  by  a long  pe- 
riod of  suffering  and  privation.  So  will  it  be,  but 
v/ith  consequences  a thousand  fold  more  aggravat 
ed,  if  slavery  be  permitted  in  Missouri.  The  pet^- 
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pie  of  that  state,  or  their  posterity,  will  find,  when 
it  is  too  late,  that,  by  yielding' to  the  seductions  of 
a fallacious,  temporary  interest,  there  'will  be  en- 
tailed upon  them  a perpetual  curse—  an  evil  without 
a remedy;  and,  what  is  more  to  the  purpose  of  the 
present ’argument,  an  evil  which  will  not  merely 
affect  themselves,  but  the  whole  union.  It  will  im- 
pair the  strengtli  and  existing  relations  of  the  union; 
and,  therefore,  Pennsylvania  is  deeply  interested  in 
preventing  such  an  evil.  Sir,  Pennsylvania  has  a 
deep  interest  in  the  perpetuity  of  this  union.  Her 
locality — her  territory,  stretching  from  the  Dela- 
ware to  the  Ohio,  and  partaking  partly  of  the  cha- 
racter of  an  Atlantic,  and  partly  of  that  of  a west- 
ern slate;  her  habits  and  her  attachments,  all  aff  ord 
a strong  pledge  of  her  devotion  to  the  union;  and 
she  cannotfail  to  be  sensibly  alive  to  every  measure 
calculated  to  affect  the  bonds  of  our  confederacy. 
She  regards  the  unnecessary  extension  of  slavery 
in  the  new  states,  as  a measure  of  that  description; 
as  a most  pernicious  and  dangerous  measure.  It  is, 
in  her  estimation,  subversive  of  the  true  principles 
of  the  constitution;  incompatible  with  the  high 
character  of  our  government,  and  repugnant  to 
every  dictate  of  sound  policy.  Nor  can  these  views 
be  interpreted  to  the  disparagement  of  Pennsylva- 
nia. Are  they  not  consistent  with  the  eternal  and 
immutable  laws  of  truth  and  justice?  Do  they  not 
accord  with  the  established  character  of  Pennsyl- 
vania? What  is  her  character?  Gentlemen  have 
taken  occasion  to  eulog’ise  their  respective  states, 
with  great  justice  and  eloquence;  andl  can  see  no 
reason  why  I may  not  attempt,  in  my  humble  style, 
to  tell  the  simple,  honest  truth  of  mine.  Is  she 
aspiring  or  ambitious?  Does  she  assume  more  than 
becomes  her  as  a member  of  this  union?  The  ho- 
norable speaker  has  told  you,  and  told  you  truly, 
that  she  is  “unassuming.”  Is  she  not  mild,  and  just, 
and  humane,  in  her  policy?  Consult  her  institutions. 
Is  she  not  republican?  Yes,  sir,  she  presents  to  you, 
in  her  sons,  a phalanx  of  republicans,  whose  firm- 
ness and  inflexible  devotion  to  the  true  principles 
of  liberty  may  challenge  comparison  with  those  of 
any  of  her  sisters.  Is  she  hostile  to  her  sisters  of 
the  south?  Hostile,  sir!  on  the  contrary,  she  enter- 
tains the  warmest  affection  for  them.  She  rejoices 
in  their  prosperity,  and  sympathizes  with  their  ad- 
versity. When  calamities  overtake  them,  she  feels, 
and  she  acts,  as  becomes  her — as  becomes  a true  and 
virtuous  member  of  this  political  family.  If  proof 
were  demanded,  I need  only  refer  you  to  her  pro- 
ceedings at  this  moment,  in  relation  to  a recent  and 
dreadful  calamity  in  the  south,  (the  fire  at  Savan- 
nali).  Sir,  they  are  worthy  of  her;  and  I take  plea- 
sui’e  in  adding,  that,  in  the  district  from  which  I 
have  the  honor  to  come,  every  township  in  the  re- 
spectable county  where  I reside,  has  a committee 
now  employed  in  procuring  relief  for  the  sufferers. 
Mr.  Chairman,  I mention  not  these  things  vaunting- 
ly — I would  disdaiii  to  do  so:  it  would  be  offensive 
to  the  generous  spirits  engaged  in  this  laudable 
work.  I notice  them  to  show  that  Pennsylvania  is 
umj  thing  but  hostile;  that  she  possessesand  cherishes 
the  kindest  feelings  towards  the  south.  Is  she  hos- 
tile to  southern  politics?  Let  the  unostentatious 
annals  of  her  political  career  furnish  the  answer. 
No,  sir;  it  has  been  her  pride  to  act  in  concert  with 
the  republicans  of  Ihe  southeim  states.  Her  sons 
I'.ave  marched  with  them,  shoulder  to  shoulder,  in 
the  various  struggles  for  political  rights  and  na- 
tional honor;  and,  when  some  of  her  temporarily 
misguided  sisters  have  been  vexed  at  her  undeviat- 
ing course,  they  have  peevishly  exclaimed — Penn- 
svlvani  a is  partial  to  Virginia;  she  is  devoted  to  the, 


interests  of  the  south!  Sir,  those  idle  reproaches 
moved  her  not.  She  regarded  them  as  the  ebulli- 
tions of  vexation  and  disappointment.  Her  (ibject 
was  the  establishment  of  those  great  political  prin- 
ciples in  the  administration  of  our  government, 
wiiich  has  made  it  the  envy  and  the  admiration  of 
the  world.  In  every  national  contest  lor  principles 
or  for  safety,  her  aid  l)as  been  unceasing,  her  sujt- 
j)ort  invariable;  and,  amid  all  the  difficulties  which 
the  government  has  found  from  foreign  foes,  or 
way  ward  domestic  factions,  she  has  been  uniformly 
known  as  * faithful  Pennsylvania.” 

Awa}^,  then,  with  every  insinuation  (hat  Penn- 
sylvania  may  or  can  be  cajoled  or  influenced  on  this 
question,  by  the  spirit  which  erst  displayed  itself 
at  Hartford,  or  any  other  unhallowed  spirit.  Sir, 
any  imputation  of  that  sort,  from  any  quarter  what- 
ever, is  as  groundless  as  it  is  illioeral;  and  she  re- 
pels it  with  scorn.  She  acts  from  the  noblest  mo- 
tive that  can  animate  the  human  breast,  and  from  a 
clear  and  thorough  conviction  that  the  adoption  of 
the  proposition  before  you  is  essential  to  the  wel- 
fare, the  honor,  and  the  safety  of  this  republic.  The 
nnanhnous  voice  of  her  legislative  councils  on  this 
subject,  attest  her  deep  sense  of  its  import‘.ince; 
and  I trust  her  representatives  here  will  respond, 
with  fidelity,  to  her  wishes. 

MR.  FORREST,  (OF  PENN.) 

EXTRACT. 

Mr.  Forrest,  commonly  called  colonel  Forrest,  who 
delivered  the  speech  a part  of  which  follows,  was 
a much  esteemed  and  very  gallant  officer  in  the 
revolutionary  war.  He  is  now  a member  of  the 
society  of  Friends,  or  Quakers.  Mr.  Speaker 
Clay,  in  his  eloquent  speech  on  this  question, 
complimented  the  colonel  in  his  powerful  man- 
ner, on  account  of  his  services  in  war  and  his 
love  of  peace,  calling  upon  him  to  interpose  the 
weight  and  influence  of  his  character  to  arrest 
the  evils  which  he  [Mr.  Clay]  believed  would  be 
suffered  if  Missouri  was  not  admitted  unrestrict- 
ed. I'his  short  introduction  seemed  necessary 
to  a full  understanding  of  what  colonel  Forrest 
said,  to  those  not  acquainted  with  him.— En.  Reg. 
I will  relieve  the  committee  from  further  atten- 
tion, after  a very  few  I’emarks  on  observations  that 
have  been  made  by  members  opposed  to  the  a- 
mendment.  The  member  from  Virginia,  who  is 
not  now  in  his  place,  but  'who  I liave  in  my  eye, 
when  on  the  floor,  dealt  out  denunciations  of  dis- 
union, massacre,  civil  war,  horror,  and  blood,  ex- 
claiming that,  if  the  restriction  should  be  carried, 
this  would  be  the  darkest  day  our  country  ever  saw. 
Here  I must  differ  with  the  member.  No;  the 
morning  of  the  26th  day  of  December,  1776,  let  me 
tell  the  youth,  who.se  father  was  a fellow  soldier  of 
mine,  a revolutionaiy  compatriot  in  the  cause  of  li- 
berty, was  the  darkest  time  our  country  ever  saw. 
It  was  then  Washington  led  his  patriot  band  of 
freemen  to  the  battle  of  Trenton,  the  forlorn  hope 
of  the  independence  of  his  country.  It  was  then 
he  commanded  the  rifle  corps,  under  capts.  Wash- 
ington and  Monroe  to  drive  in  the  Hessian  pickets. 
Methinksisee  thestripplings  skippingin  obedience. 
— The  action  became  general,  and  Wa.shington,  at 
their  head,  pouring  forth  his  patriotic  exhortation, 
in  words  that  will  ever  be  remembered  by  me,  and 
ought  to  be  impressed  on  the  minds  of  every  friend 
to  liberty:  “I'hat  the  darkest  time  of  night  was  just 
before  day;”  which  was  soon  verified  by  the  sur- 
render of  the  Hessians,  an  event  that  gave  a pre- 
ponderance to  the  invisible  balance  held  by  the 
hand  of  Him  who  weighs  the  fate  of  nations.  It 
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was  t hat  event  that  laid  the  foundation  of  our  coun- 
try’s independence,  ^nd  to  which  we  are  indebted 
for  our  seats  at  this  day,  in  this  splendid  hall,  once 
more  engaged  in  the  cause  of  liberty.  Wlien  Wash- 
ington led  on  his  little  patriot  band,  to  them  he  was 
as  a modern  Moses;  he  went  before  them  as  a pillar 
of  smoke  by  day,  and  a column  of  fire  by  night;  his 
sympathy  in  their  distress  and  sufferings  allayed 
their  hunger  and  quenclied  their  thirst.  They  fol- 
lowed him  as  the  modern  Israelites,  the  Israelites 
of  the  day,  w'ith  their  urjmi  and  thummim  on  their 
breasts,  the  insignia  of  their  cause  inscribed  on  es- 
cutcheons of  brass,  fixed  on  their  bayonets  and 
sword  belts — liberty  or  death' — united  we  stand,  di- 
vided we  fall — ’tis  for  posterity  we  die.  Posterity! 
what,  posterity  perpetuate  slavery!  How  shall  I 
express  myself?  Oh  pour  un  manteau  pour  couvrii 
les  faces  de  ceux  qui  sont  les  fils  de  mes  compatri- 
ots, who  with  me  in  battle  fell,  whose  deaths  I then 
regretted  a^  premature  and  unfortunate,  snatched, 
as  I then  thought,  from  a participation  in  the  bles- 
sings of  an  happy  independence,  in  the  full  enjoy- 
ment of  every  civil  and  religious  liberty.  But  now 
I have  occasion  to  rejoice;  yes,  rejoice  overmuch, 
that  they  were  not,  like  me,  permitted  to  live  to  see 
posterity  outgrow  the  remembrance  of  the  patriotic 
virtues  of  their  fathers,  by  an  act  for  the  extension 
of  slavery. 

It  has  been  a very  considerable  source  of  pain  to 
me,  and  an  afflicting  exercise  of  mind,  to  hear  mem- 
bers on  one  side  of  the  house,  or  those  whp  are  op- 
posed to  restriction,  use  such  language  against  their 
fellowunembers  on  the  other  side,  as  does  not  com- 
port with  their  dignified  standing  on  this  floor. — 
penunciatioii,  sarcasm,  and  insinuation,  serve  to  ir- 
ritate and  excite  warmth  with  some,  but  with  me 
they  only  produce  sorrow,  that  the  exemplary  and 
ponciliatul'y  language  of  Abraham  the  elder,  to  Lot, 
the  younger  brotiier,  did  not  pervade  our  feelings — 
«’Let  there  be  no  strife  between  thee  and  me,  be- 
tween thy  herdman  and  mine;  are  we  not  bre- 
thren?” I shall  notice  an  allusion  to  me  by  a mem- 
ber when  on  the  floor,  who  was  pleased  to  charac- 
terize the  ejttremes  of  my  life,  by  pourtvaying  the 
previous  part  in  all  the  habilinients  and  trappings 
pf  a soldier  in  uniform  clothes  and  epaulets.  The 
friend  must  have  had  but  a very  imperfect  know- 
ledge of  the  revolutionary  army,  if  he  supposed 
tliat  they  were  as  neatly  dressed  and  equipped  as 
the  officers  of  the  present  day.  No;  it  was  the  in- 
ability of  congress  tp  furnish  the  means  to  either 
feed,  pay,  or  clothe  the  army,  that  reduced  them 
to  starvation  anej  to  the  necessity  of  cutting  up  their 
only  blankets  to  make  a coat  and  overalls;  and  as 
to  rank,  it  could  not  be  distinguished,  for  the  want 
of  epaulets.  I was  in  hopes  the  little  service  I 
rendered  to  iny  country  would  not  have  been  suf- 
ficient to  have  brought  me  into  notice  at  this  day; 
it  is  a part  of  my  life  I wish  to  forget,  being  op- 
posed to  war,  believing  it  to  be  unlawful  in  the 
sight  of  God.  Rut,  if  the  extension  of  slavery  grows 
put  of  the  question  before  the  committee,  I shall 
think  the  small  share  I have  had  ip  the  revolution, 
was  the  blackest  part  of  rny  life. 

My  plainness  of  dress  and  manners  were  also  no- 
ticed and  complimented,  as  belonging  to  the  soci- 
ety of  Friends,  otherwise  called  Quakers.  I trust 
C am  a member  of  the  church  militant,  and  in  spiri- 
tual unison  with  Friends,  v/hose  character  is  peace 
and  good  will  tp  ail  men;  and  I am  authorized  to 
say,  that  I would  cheerfully  give  up  the  territory 
to  the  inhabitants  to  free  their  fellow  men,  to  avert 
whatlias,  been  threateneclj  but  which  I cannot  think 


will  ever  be  realized.  However,  I cannot  do  ap 
evil  tliat  good  may  come  out  of  it. 

1 now  sliall  conclude,  with  expressions  of  respect 
for  the  members  from  Virginia  and  Kentucky,  who 
were  pleased  to  compliment  the  state,  of  which  I 
am  an  humble  representative,  by  ascribing  its  dig- 
nified standing  in  the  union  to  the  exemplary  con- 
duct of  the  people  called  Quakers.  Would  to  God 
we  were  all  Quakers;  there  would  be  less  strife, 
more  harmony  and  brotherly  love  among  us;  and, 
if  we  were  to  follow  their  precepts,  and  emulate 
their  virtues,  we  should  do  as  they  do;  they  build  all 
their  churches  without  a lottery;  they  do  not  sell 
their  pews  to  the  highest  bidder;  but  sit  on  bench- 
es, master  and  man;  they  maintain  their  own  poor, 
and  pay  their  tax  assessed  for  the  maintenance  of 
the  poor  of  the  township  they  live  in;  they  believe 
God  to  be  a spirit,  and  worship  in  spirit  and  truth. 


Quiroga,  of  Spain. 

The  more  we  know  of  this  most  extraordinary  man, 
the  more  we  wish  to  know  of  him.  He  is  one  of 
those  rare  characters  which  now  and  then  spring 
up  to  aff  ord  examples  for  their  fellow  men.  The 
following  letters  shew  that  he  possesses  a very 
strong  and  well  cultivated  mind,  as  well  as  a 
heart  devoted  to  the  cause  of  liberty. 

Anstver  of  tlie  general  commander  in  chief  of  the  troops 
of  the  island  of  Leoji,  addressed  to  the  bishop  of 
diZf  in  reply  to  fiis  pastoral  letter, 

Mx  LOUD — 'The  first  dut^  of  men  is  to  be  just;  to 
respect  truth,  and  not  darken  it  with  sophisms,  is 
the  most  august  function  of  pastors  whom  the  God 
of  truth  has  appointed  on  earth  in  order  to  propa- 
gate it.  The  pastoral  letter,  which  your  excellen- 
cy has  deigned  to  address  to  the  faithful  of  your 
diocese,  does  not  not  breathe  this  language.  What- 
ever may  have  been  your  motives,  our  duty  is  to 
point  out  to  your  excellency  the  want  of  sound 
principles  in  the  discourses  of  a pastor  of  souls,  so 
respectable  on  account  of  his  zeal  and  virtues.  We 
shall  not  be  tedious:  truth  is  concise,  its  light  shines 
of  itself,  and  requires  no  ornaments  to  render  it 
amiable.  We  shall  here  treat  of  one  question  only. 
Onght  nations  to  be  governed  by  absolute  and  ar- 
bitrary monarchs,  without  any  other  laws  than  those 
of  caprice,  or  the  passion  of  the  moment?  or  ought 
they  to  be  governed  by  kings  who  rule  according 
to  laws  justly  established  by  the  people,  and  pre- 
sented by  a respectable  body  who  may  restrain  the 
excesses  so  common  to  power? 

The  choice  is  not  doubtful;  perhapsthe  elevated 
station  y/hicli  your  excellency  holds  in  society  will 
make  your  understanding  incline  to  the  system  of 
servitude;  but  those  principles  do  not  belong  to  the 
rejtsonable  part  oT  Europe.  Reason  and  experi- 
ence reprobate  absolute  monQ.rchs;  the  wicked  wish 
for  them  because  they  oppress  mankind;  the  igno- 
rant, because  they  have  no  idea  of  public  law.  This 
truth  is  so  evident  that  it  appears  useless  to  us  to 
demonstrate  it.  The  spirit  ofUberty,  the  abhor- 
rence  of  injustice  and  oppression,  are  so  natural  to 
man,  so  deeply  engraved  on  our  hearts,  that  servili- 
ty can  only  be  the  language  of  stupidity,  or  the 
most  abominable  hypocrisy,  Spain  understood 
these  principles,  and  gave  itself  a government 
which  foreign  nations  applauded.  If  any  thing  can 
be  called  lawful,  it  was  without  doubt,  the  political 
constitution  of  the  Spanish  monarchy.  All  the 
classes  of  the  state  swore  to  support  it,  the  ar- 
my swore  to  it,  and  the  people  hailed  it  with  ac- 
clamations. If  this  code,  so  respectable,  was  torn 
up  by  ingra,titude  and  perfidy,  this  is  no  reasoq 
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that  it  should  be  buried  in  oblivion,  or  that  the  loy. : 
al  Spaniards  who  cherished  it  should  be  accus- 
ed.  To  say  a thing  is  bad  because  it  is  forbidden 
by  an  absolute  prince  is  to  deceive;  to  say  that  those 
who  desire  the  happiness  of  their  country  are  crimi- 
nals, because  they  go  against  what  are  called  tlxe 
prerogatives  of  the  monarch,  is  to  deceive;  to  say 
that  the  military  who  rise  to  restore  to  th^  nation 
their  salutary  government  are  purjured,  is  to  tram- 
ple down  all  ideas  of  whatever  is  sacred  in  an  oath, 
or  in  the  object  of  it.  Every  citizen  ought  to  swear 
to  devote  himself  to  the  glory  and  happiness  of  his 
country.  There  can  be  no  tie  to  oblige  him  to  perpe- 
tuate public  evils  towards  a prince  ivho  is  not  the  fa- 
ther of  his  subjects.  The  king-  cannot  be  separated 
from  the  nation.  When  their  interests  are  mutual- 
ly opposed,  the  oath  received  by  the  former  is  not 
binding  on  the  latter.  The  Roman  soldiers  took  an 
oath  to  the  consul,  but  had  he  attempted  to  enslave 
the  country,  the  legions  which  would  have  disobey- 
ed him  could  not  have  been  perjured. 

To  reason  otherwise. is  to  confound  things,  and 
not  understand  the  spirit  of  institutions.  The  Span- 
ish military  swore  to  observe  and  defend  the  Span- 
ish constitution;  they  were  perjured  w-hen  they 
tacitly  consented  to  the  overthrow  of  the  sanctuary 
of  their  laws.  To  call  aloud  foV'the  rebuilding  of 
it,  to  devote  one’s  labor  and  blood  to  it,  and  invite 
tlie  rest  of  the  nation  to  follow  so  noble  an  example, 
is  faithfully  to  discharge  the  duties  which  are  im- 
posed upon  one  by  tlie  interests,  happiness  and 
glory  of  the  country.  Who  called  them  perjured.? 
The  spirit  of  oppression  or  the  language  of  hypo- 
crisy! From  all  this,  my  lord,  it  follows,  that  the 
soldiers  of  the  army  so  justly  called  national,  are 
not  the  enemies  of  order,  nor  of  the  laws  and  state; 
they  are  not  men  persecuted  for  their  crimes,  nor 
the  factors  of  fornier  rebellion,  nor  men  thirsting 
for  distinctions  and  honors. 

The  language  of  seduction  they  make  use  of  i§ 
that  of  reason,  and  knowledge;  the  religion  they 
invoke  is  that  of  your  excellency,  that  which  they 
carry  in  their  hearts,  that  which  they  received  from 
their  fathers;  lastly,  that  wlxich  they  do  not  wish, 
under  any  pretence,  to  innovate.  The  proclama- 
tions which  have  reached  your  excellency  are  only 
the  candid  expression  of  their  sentiments,  it 
is  very  easy  to  employ  sophisms  when  reasons  are 
wanting,  and  very  common  in  those  who  write  to 
commit  faults  in  criticism  and  logic  at  the  same 
-time.  We  shall  make  no  answer  to  the  »texts  of 
scripture  quoted  by  your  excellency;  they  are  en- 
tirely foreign  to  the  object  on  which  we  are  treat- 
ing. There  are  kings  of  several  and  distinct  classes, 
according  to  the  constitution  of  states.  The  king 
of  England  has  not  as  much  power  as  the  king  of 
Prussia,  and  both  reign  equally.  Whatever  vio- 
lence may  be  done  to  the  sense  of  the  holy  books, 
there  is  not  a single  passage  to  be  found  authorizing 
the  unlimited  power  of  kings.  Despotism  is  an 
outrage  on  the  human  species,  and  the  God  of 
justice  cannot  allow  the  violation  of  those  laws 
which  strike  at  the  preservation  of  a good  so  wor- 
thy of  his  hands.  We  shall  conclude  with  a slight 
reflection  which  appears  applicable  to  circumstan- 
ces; the  language  of  peace,  of  moderation,  of 
meekness,  is  that  which  Jesus  Christ  taught  the 
pastors  of  souls.  Political  events  are  foreign  to 
their  holy  profession,  as  the  gospel  itself  shows 
in  so  many  places.  Its  divine  author  never  speaks 
of  the  government  of  the  Caesars.  The  violation 
of  this  maxim  has  caused  great  harm  to  the  state, 
and  more  fatal  evils  still  to  the  church.  The 
grejiter  part  of  the  storms  it  has  sufjierecl,  the 


schisms  and  reforms  which  have  divided  it,  and  the 
philosophical  writings  which  have  given  it  such 
mortal  blows  in  the  last  century,  have  no  other 
origin  than  the  spirit  of  persecution  and  intolerance 
which  its  ministers  have  manifested  on  so  many  oc- 
casions. This  is  an  indisputable  truth,  confirmed 
by  all  histories,  and  which  we  would  not  point  out 
to  your  excellency,  if  you  had  conflned  yourself 
to  the  spiritual  administration  of  your  flocks,  and 
the  exercise  of  those  pacific  virtues  which  have 
procured  you  such  high  respect  in  the  eyes  of  af- 
flicted and  suffering  humanity.  QUIllO  G A , 

Freyre’s  correspondence  -with  Qrdroga. 

GeX.  HEAD-nUAKTERS, 

Sevillcy  January  15,  1820. 

Sr.  Don  Anthony  Quiroga: 

The  authority  I am  now  exercising,  my  true 
affection  towards  the  person  of  the  king,  my  master, 
and  my  particular  friendship  towards  you,  sir,  wlien 
I admired  you  as  an  orticer  in  his  majesty’s  army, 
prompt  me  to  address  you,  to  prevent  ills,  which,  at 
the  moment,  may  yet  be  none;  when,  after  being  in 
evitable,  will  be,  of  consequence,  fatal  to  yourself 
If  one  moment  of  political  phrenzy  could  make  you 
forget  his  majesty’s  and  your  own  interests,  I wish  to 
facilitate  you  the  means  to  restore  to  you  the  sove 
reign’s  favor,  and  that  opinion  you  have  lost  with 
the  nation.  By  the  choice  of  those  risen,  of  whom 
you  are  ac  the  head,  you  are  not  ignorant,  sir,  of  the 
means  to  make  unsuccessful  the  valor  and  determi- 
nation of  the  officers  of  an  army.  A forced  march, 
leaving  uncovered  by  advanced  forces  the  passage 
of  these,  a sudden,  well-timed  panic,  or  your  own 
retreat  at  some  critical  moment,  will  be  sufficient  to 
deliver  them  up  to  the  king’s  arms,  and  put  an  end 
to  weighty  calamities.  As  respects  to  your  fate, 
sir,  i offer  all  my  mediating  interposition  with  his 
majesty,  not  only  for  your  free  pardon,  but  as  well 
that,  in  the  royal  revenue  or  otherwise,  you  receive 
an  appointment  corresponding  to  your  grade.  I 
cannot  doubt,  sir,  but  you  will  return  to  yourself, 
and  that,  without  hesitation,  you  v/ill  embrace  my 
proposition.  FREYllE, 

Ansxver. 

GeIT.  HEAD-atJAUTERS, 

St.  Fernando,  January  l^th,  1820. 

General:-ff-You  have  doubtless  forgotten,  when 
writing  me  your  insidious  letter,  that  you  were  ad- 
dressing the  chief  of  the  free  Spaniards,  and  who, 
fifteen  days  since,  had  sworn  to  the  universe,  death 
or  liberty. 

I have  read  your  letter:  the  stamp  of  weakness 
and  malice,  and  a blot  for  yourself  itis  with  difficulty 
you  will  expunge:  in  every  line  I see  deception, 
perfidy  and  weakness,  and,  finally,  all  the  base  qua- 
lities, the  characteristic  of  your  government  and  of 
its  subjects.  You  have  dared  to  indicate  the  means 
to  sell  those  citizens  who  boldly  confided  to  me 
their  lives,  their  liberty,  and  that  of  the  mother 
country,  I am  horror  struck  that  such  ideas  are 
fostered  by  a Spaniard.  The  perfidiousness  of  the 
most  ungrateful  of  men  cannot  have  reception  in 
the  first  free  citizen  of  our  countries,  certainly  a 
sufficient  motive  to  abhor  him.  But,  as  you  have 
taken  up  the  pen  to  insult  me,  I will,  in  return,  serve 
you;  and,  in  the  name  of  the  fathers  of  the,  country 
and  of  good  Spaniards,  I solemnly  forgive  you;  and, 
for  myself,  offer  you  ail  my  influence,  that,  imrne' 
diately  when  the  government  to  which  }'ou  are  per- 
jured  are  re-united,  that  your  services  may  be  rc 
compensed;  and  for  this  favor  I require  only  that 
you  devote  youreelf  to  our  country,  and  give  up  the 
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command  of  an  army  that  ’tis  only  a Swiss  would 
accept  of.  General,  I salute  you;  be  convinced  of 
this  truth,  and  know  that  my  small  army  is  confident 
iliat  he  who  suffers  for  liberty  is  immortalized. 

QUIROGA. 


Law  case — U.  S.  Bank. 

On  the  29th  ult.  page  399,  we  published  a report  of 
a decision  by  the  mayor  of  Cincinnati,  in  the 
case  of  the  bank  of  the  U.  S.  vs.  Whipple  and 
Washburne.  We  have  the  following  in  the  Ga- 
zette of  that  city  as  a correct  account  of  the  pro- 
ceedings thereon. 

“It  was  an  action  brought  by  the  bank  of  the 
United  St..tes  against  Whipple  and  Washburne,  as 
endorsers  of  a promissory  note.  In  the  coui'se  of 
the  investigation  several  points  were  raised  by  the 
defendants’  counsel  which  were  reserved,  and  the 
case  was  regularly  presented  to  the  jury.  The 
plaintiff’s  counsel  declined  to  say  any  thing  in  the 
opening — the  counsel  for  the  defendants  commenc- 
ed his  address  to  the  jury  by  stating,  that  his  de- 
fence was  founded  on  the  inability  of  the  bank  to 
deal  in  promissory  notes;  but  it  was  restricted  in  its 
charter  to  bills  of  excliange,  gold  and  silver  bullion, 
&c.  He  was  interrupted  by  a suggestion  from  the 
mayor,  that  the  court  could  not  be  expected  to 
charge  the  jury  on  so  important  a point,  witlicut  a 
full  investigation,  and  that  the  point  had  better  be 
reserved.  The  counsel  insisted  upon  his  right  to 
argue  it  to  the  jury,  and  proceeded.  He  was  followed 
by  the  counsel  for  the  bank;  not  a single  authority 
was  introduced  on  either  side,  and  the  only  part  of 
the  charter,  that  was  read,  was  the  ninth  rule  of  the 
fundamental  articles  of  the  incorporation,  which  de- 
clares that  “the  said  incorporation  shall  not,  directly 
or  indirectly,  deal  or  trade  in  any  thing  except  bills 
of  exchange,  gold  or  silver  bullion,  or  in  the  sale  of 
goods  really  and  truly  pledged  for  money  lent  and 
not  redeemed  in  due  time,  or  goods  which  shall  be 
the  proceeds  of  its  lands.  It  shall  not  be  at  liberty 
to  take  more  than  at  the  rate  of  six  per  centum  per 
annum  for,  or  upon,  its  loans  or  discounts.” 

After  the  close  of  a very  short  argument,  the  may- 
or again  suggested  the  propriety  of  reserving  the 
point  for  further  investigation,  stating  his  incompe- 
tency to  give  an  opinion,  without  further  reflection, 
that  "would  be  satisfactory  to  himself.  The  counsel 
on  both  sides  appeared  to  insist  on  the  charge, — 
The  mayor  then  turned  to  the  jury  and  repeated 
to  them  the  reluctance  he  felt  in  being  compelled 
by  his  duty  to  charge  them  on  a point  of  so  much 
importance,  with  so  little  opportunity  of  forming 
an  opinion;  tliat  what  he  should  say  to  them  would 
be  the  mere  impressions  of  the  moment,  which  up- 
on more  mature  consideration  he  might  probably 
be  induced  to  alter.  Me  tlien  slated  to  them  the 
general  doctrine  of  incorporations,  that  they  are 
the  creatures  of  the  law,  and  must  act  within  their 
charters,  &c.  that  tlie  ninth  fundamental  rule  oftlie 
bank  which  had  been  read,  appeared  to  him,  with- 
out further  opportunity  of  reflection,  to  restrict  it 
from  dealing  in  promissory  notes;  that  the  words 
discounts,  which  was  made  use  of,  did  not  necessa- 
rily apply  to  promissory  notes;  that  it  was  equally 
applicable  to  bills  of  exchange. 

The  jury  returned  a verdict  for  the  defendants. 
It  was  expected  a motion  would  be  made  for  a new 
trial,  which  would  have  given  an  opportunity  for 
a moi’e  mature  investigation,  but  the  counsel  for 
the  plaintiir  thought  proper  to  take  a diflerent 
course.”  j 


Foreign  Articles. 

OKEAT  BKITAIir  AND  IRELAND. 

Royal  Society.  In  noticing  Sir  Joseph  Banks’  pro- 
position to  resign  the  presidency  of  this  society,  in 
our  last  paper,  we  neglected  to  mention  that  he 
died  soon  after— that  is,  on  the  19th  of  June. 

Woollen  yarn.  One  pound  of  Merino  wool,  being 
spun  upon  a newly  invented  machine,  has  produced 
95  hanks,  of  530  yards  each, — equal  to  thirty  miles 
and  400  yards! 

Liverpool.  The  mimber  of  vessels  that  entered 
the  port  of  Liverpool  during  the  year  ending  June 
24,  1820,  was  7,276,  viz.  from  foreign  ports,  4,317s 
coasters,  2,745;  in  ballast,  214;  whole  tonnage, 
805,033.  This  tonnage  is  greater  than  that  of  any 
preceding  year  except  1819,  when  it  was  867,318 
tons.  . 

British  naval  affairs.  It  appears  by  the  latest  na- 
val publication,  that  the  British,  since  the  termina- 
tion of  tlie  late  war,  have  broken  up  or  sold,  nearly 
four  hundred  and  fifty  vessels  of  war,  and  that  they 
have  now  building  ninety-seven  sail,  for  which  nearly 
six  millions  of  dollars  are  annualfy  appropriated. 
Of  these,  three  are  to  carry  120  guns,  two  104,  and 
one  106.  There  are,  besides,  seven  of  84  guns, 
six  of  74,  five  of  60,  and^  thirty-one  frigates  of  46 
guns  each. 

The  queen  and  her  husband.  We  have  already  said 
enough  to  give  and  preserve  a pretty  clear  view  of 
the  proceedings  on  account  of  those  ^^illustrious 
persons,”  as  they  are  generally  called,  and  shall 
say  no  more  about  either,  except  in  very  brief 
sketches  of  what  is  going  on.  How  great  a blessing  is 
royalty,  when  the  strife  of  a man  and  his  yoke  fel- 
low, neither  of  whom  are  worth  a moment’s  con- 
sideration or  regard  as  individuals,  should  so  much 
affect  a mighty  nation,  and  threaten  to  convulse  it 
to  its  centre!  It  is  quite  certain  that  the  ministry 
on  one  hand,  and  the  mass  of  the  population  on 
the  other,  look  up  to  the  affairs  of  tl)is  man  and 
woman  with  the  greatest  anxiety;  and  it  seems  half 
acknowledged  that  the  army  has  been  put  upon  the 
best  possible  footing,  with  an  especial  view  to  its 
adjustment!  It  is  truly  laughable  to  see  the  grave 
correspondence  of  Wellington  and  Castlereagh,  on 
the  part  of  the  husband,  and  Brougham  and  Den- 
man on  tlie  part  of  the  wife,  drawn  out  in  all  the 
formula  of  a conference  between  nations,  and  so- 
lemnly considering  the  indecent  quarrel  between 
two  persons,  whose  conduct,  on  either  side,  might 
exclude  both  of  them  from  any  respectable  com- 
pany in  the  three  kingdoms,  if  they  were  not  royal 
or  noble!  An  entire  Register  would  not  contain 
the  one  half  of  the  papers  which  we  see  on  this  mo- 
mentous affair — yet  we  shall  endeavor  to  give  the 
great  outlines  with  brevity,  that  a history  of  the 
business  may  be  rendered  familiar  to  all  interested. 

The  queen,  so  far,  has  obtained  great  advantages 
over  her  enemies,  A little  while  since,  the  minis- 
ters called  her  the  “person  who  had  been  princess 
of  Wales,”  “illustrious  person,”  &c,  (see  page  123, 
Sec.) — the  name  of  queen  was  a sort  of  high  treason, 
if  mentioned  by  them.  Now  they  “majesty”  her 
enough.  She  had  been  tempted  by  a bribe,  and 
then  threatened  if  she  came  to  England — yet  she 
came,  and  has  met  every  thing  so  firmly  as  to  dis- 
compose Iier  husband  and  his  servants  not  a little — 
the  terrible  “green  bag”  does  not  affect  her,  though 
she  suspects  it  to  be  filled  with  purchased,  perjured 
statements  against  her.  Mr.  Hobhouse,  speaking 
of  her  in  the  liouse  of  commons,  said,  that  although 
she  came  into  the  kingdom  so  privately,  he  believ- 
ed that  the  whole  fleet  would  be  ordered  to  attend 
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her  out  of  it,  if  she  insisted  upon  that  as  a condition! 
—but  he  declared  that  he  did  not  believe  her  life 
would  now  be  safe  on  the  continent!  She  is  said  to 
live  very  very  regularly;  she  breakfasts  at  nine, 
dines  at  two,  and  sups  at  ten,  and  retires  to  rest 
about  the  time  the  fashionable  world  sits  down  to 
dinner. 

This  lady  was  born  in  1758,  hence  is  in  \\.Li'Jifty 
second  year;  somewhat  too  old,  we  should  suppose, 
to  be  guilty  of  the  oflences  ascribed  to  her.  She 
was  married  in  1795  to  the  present  king— -in  a few 
weeks,  some  say  days,  the  prince  separated  himself 
from  her,  to  pursue  his  old  courses;  in  three  months 
they  had  different  establishments  in  the  same 
house;  and  at  the  end  of  a year  after  marriage,  they 
lived  in  separate  houses.  No  fault  was  imputed  to 
her  in  bringing  these  things  about.  Since  then  they 
have  not  had  any  personal  intercourse.  But  the 
prince,  for  some  reason,  wishing  to  dissolve  the 
matrimonial  bond,  encouraged  the  retailing  of  scan- 
dal about  her,  and  in  1806  a committee  of  four 
lords  was  appointed  to  examine  her  conduct.  This 
was  called  the  “delicate  investigation,” — she  was 
charged  with  having  been  delivered  of  a child  while 
in  a state  of  separation  from  her  husband,  of  which 
she  was  fully  acquitted;  though  the  lords,  perhaps 
to  try  to  please  both  sides,  reported  that  she  had 
indulged  in  “improper  levities.”  After  this  she  was 
received  at  court—  ar.d  Perceval,  who  had  been  her 
law  adviser  and  written  a book  to  shew  the  maligni- 
ty with  which  she  had  been  treated,  became  one  of 
the  ministers,  and  the  book  was  suppressed.  She 
©ertainly  has  been  much  abused,  and  we  hope  will 
humble  her  adversaries,  though  her  conduct  ap- 
pears to  have  been  somewhat  rude — perhaps,  to 
he  called  vulgar,  in  some  respects. 

Later — Liverpool  papers  of  July  8. 

Wheat,  per  quarter,  69^.  8d.  The  son  of  the  late 
Mr.  Grattan,  who  was  a candidate  for  parliament  at 
Dublin,  has  been  defeated  by  a large  majority  in 
favor  of  Mr.  Ellis;  after  which  the  windows  of  the 
friends  of  the  latter  were  broken  by  mobs.  The 
demand  for  cotton  wool  is  on  the  increase,  and  the 
distresses  of  the  poorer  classes  are  said  to  be  dimin- 
ishing. 

The  queen.  The  papers  are  still  filled  with  the 
affairs  of  this  lady.  The  marquis  of  Lansdowne  and 
lord  Erskine  have  declined  to  serve  on  the  commit- 
tee to  investigate  the  charges  against  her,  and  the 
earl  of  Hardwick  and  lord  Ellenborough  have  been 
appointed  in  their  stead.  She  had  received  loyal 
addresses  from  several  cities  and  towns.  She  lately 
visited  Guildhall,  London— an  immense  crowd  of 
ladies  and  gentlemen  waited  lier  coming.  Her  car- 
riage vvas  drawn  by  the  populace,  and  she  was  re- 
ceived with  every  possible  indication  of  respect.  In 
all  her  proceedings  there  is  an  evident  willingness 
to  cultivate  her  popularity,  and  she  now  seems  de- 
termined to  push  the  king  and  kis  ministers  to  the 
utmost — resolved  “to  vindicate  her  innocence.”  It 
is  intimated  fhat  her  legal  advisers  will  also  be  pos- 
sessed of  a “green  bag,”  to  contain  a small  account 
of  the  acts  of  her  husband. 

In  the  house  of  lords,  July  3,  the  earl  of  Harrow- 
by  presented  the  report  of  the  committee  appoint- 
ed to  inquire  into  the  charges  against  her  majesty, 
which  was  as  follows: — “That  the  committee  have 
examined,  with  all  the  attention  due  to  so  import- 
ant a subject,  the  various  documents  laid  before 
them,  and  they  find  that  those  documents  contain 
allegations,  supported  by  the  concurrent  testimony 
of  persons  in  various  situations  of  life,  residing  in 
various  parts  of  Europe,  deeply  alfecting  the  hon- 
-or  of  the  Queen,  and  charging  iier  majesty  with  an 


adulterous  intercourse  with  a foreigner  in  her  ma- 
jesty’s service-  -and  attributing  to  her  majesty  a 
continued  series  of  conduct  highly  unbecoming  her 
majesty’s  situation  and  character,  and  of  the  most 
licentious  description.  The  committee  have  so 
deeply  felt  that  the  character  and  honor  of  the 
crown,  as  well  as  the  moral  feeling  of  the  country, 
ai’e  involved,  that  they  are  of  opinion,  that  it  is  in- 
dispensable that  this  matter  should  become  tlie  stib- 
ject  of  a solemn  inquiry,  the  necessity  of  which 
they  most  deeply  deplore.” 

Earl  Gi’ay  ably  repi'obated  the  manner  and  mat- 
ter of  the  report,  saying  also  that  it  was  premature, 
and  he  seemed  to  make  the  ministers  feel  rather 
uneasy.  Lords  Darnley  and  Holland  proposed  a de- 
lay of  the  coronation  until  the  queen’s  affairs  were 
fettled.  On  the  5th  of  July,  the  queen,  by  petition, 
stated,  that  she  was  prepared  at  any  moment  to  de- 
fend herself  against  the  “extraordinary  report,”  so 
far  as  she  could  understand  it.  The  lords  refused 
to  call  in  her  counsel.  After  which,  lord  Liverpool 
delivered  a long  speech  and  brought  in  a long  bill, 
which,  in  its  preamble,  states,  that  whereas  the 
queen,  at  Milan,  had, committed  adultery  with  a cer- 
tain Bartolomo  Pergami;  “a  foreigner  of  low  sta- 
tion” in  her  service— that  she  had  held  “a  most  un- 
becoming and  disgusting  intimacy”  with  him — that, 
she  had  obtained  “orders  of  knighthood  and  titles  of 
honor”  for  him,  &,c.  8cc.;  that,  therefore,  after  the 
passing  of  this  act,  the  said  “Caroline  Amelia  Eliza- 
beth” shall  be  deprived  of  the  title  of  queen  and  all 
elsebelonging  to  that  station,  and  her  marriage  with 
his  majesty  , be  from  “henceforth  wholly  dissolved.” 
After  the  "bill  was  read  a first  time,  a copy  of  it  was 
ordered  to  be  given  to  the  queen.  And  so  the  matter 
stood  at  our  latest  London  dates.  The  house  of  com- 
mons appears  to  wait  the  proceedings  pf  the  lords, 

FRAXCE. 

The  editor  \he  JVational  Advocate,  a longtime 
one  of  our  consuls  in  Barbary,  expresses  his  sur- 
prize tlmt  France  has  just  discovered  that  she  is  in- 
debted to  the  regency  of  Algiers  more  than  a mil- 
lion of  dollars.  This  claim  was  set  up  more  than 
25  years  ago,  and  always  laughed  at  until  now.  Mr. 
Noah  observes  that  the  Algerines  are  fitting  out 
their  squadron,  and  ventures  a suspicion  that  France 
may  be  about  to  subsidize  the  pirates  as  England 
used  to  do. 

Marshal  Grouchy  and  gen.  Clausel  have  arrived 
in  France. 

The  navy.  When  the  budget  of  expenses  for  the 
current  year  was  under  discussion  in  the  chamber  of 
deputies,  a member  proposed  the  abandonment 
of  all  naval  preparations — that  ever  since  the  reign 
of  Louis  14th,  the  navy  had  experienced  nothing  but 
a series  of  disasters — that  during  the  war  with  Eng- 
land, f]*om  1792  to  1801,  they  lost  47  ships  of  the 
line,  132  frigates  and  161  sloops — that,  to  avoid  such 
losses  thereafter,  the  ships  had  been  suffered  to  rot 
in  the  ports,  &c.  It  is  not  said  what  success  attend- 
ed the  proposition,  but  we  presume  it  was  not  car- 
ried. 

Tonnage  duty  on  French  vessels.  The  law  passed 
at  the  late  session  of  congress  appears  to  ha’,  e made 
no  little  .stir  in  France.  Many  thing’s  were  spoken 
of  to  retaliate  it— to  lay  a duty  of  100  fVaucs  per 
ton  on  American  vessels,  to  exclude  the  imjiorta- 
tion  of  American  cotton,  &.C.;  but  it  is  believed  that 
no  retaliatory  measure  will  be  adopted.  France 
has  long  been  respectfully  solicited  to  give  oi;r  ves- 
sels in  her  ports  the  same  liberality  u hiclt  we  ex- 
tended to  lier’s,  visiting  those  of  tlie  Ihiitcd  .State.c; 
andcannot  possibly  find  fault  with  usfor  actii'.g- to- 
wards her  as  she  has  acted  towards  us.  We  are 
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willing  to  admit  French  vessels  upon  the  same 
terms  that  she  will  admit  our’s — and  more  than  this 
no  one  can  require  of  us. 

The  following  account  of  the  proceedings  in  the 
chamber  of  depitties  is  extracted  from  the  “Constitu- 
tionale”  ,of  June  24: 

Mr.  Canimer  Perier — In  addressing  you  now,  gen- 
tlemeiij  my  intention  is  not  for  the  present  to  sup- 
port or  oppose  the  proposals  for  the  budget  of  the 
navy,  but  merely  to  awaken  the  attention  of  the 
chamber  and  of  the  government  to  an  event  which 
is  intimately  connected  with  the  question  now  un- 
der consideration — [Profound  silence].  An  im- 
portant decision  of  the  government  of  the  United 
States  has  just  been  made  known.  Should  this  de- 
cision, which  I consider  as  authentic,  be  confirmed, 
it  doubtless  will  have  a most  serious  influence  on 
our  commercial  relations,  and  will  prove  highly  pre- 
judicial to  the  interests  of  the  merchants  and  ship- 
pers of  our  sea-port  towns,  It  appears  certain  that 
the  American  government  has  laid  a tonnage  duty 
of  ^IB  on  French  vessels  entering  its  ports.  This 
duty  amounts  to  100  irfincs  per  ton.  Such  a duty, 
gentlemen,  is  equivalent  to  areal  pi*ohibition;  itis 
not  only  destructive  of  all  future  means  of  commer- 
cial intercourse  with  the  United  States,  but,  also,  it 
exposes  to  inevitable  ruin  the  owners  of  shipments 
commenced,  made,  or  on  their  way  to  the  United 
States.  The  losses  which  may  result  from  this  mea- 
sure ought  to  be  attributed  to  those  who  have  not 
made  all  their  exertions  to  avert  a storm  which  was 
necessarily  to  burst  upon  us,  owing  to  the  want  of 
foresight  that  presided  in  the  establishment  of  our 
relations  with  the  several  maritime  trading  powers, 
arid  to  those  who  have  not  deigned  to  imitate  the 
example  of  England,  who  has  just  adopted  the  sys- 
tem of  reciprocity  m most  of  her  relations  with  the 
United  States.  The  Americans  have  long  since  re- 
monstrated against  the  great  disparity  of  our  cus- 
tom-house system  towards  them,  and  against  the 
charges  of  every  description  to  which  their  vessels 
are  subjected  in  our  ports.  It  is  asserted  that  the 
American  government,  to  prove  its  desire  of  pre- 
serving profitable  and  amicable  relations  with 
France,  has  made  the  most  conciliatory  proposals, 
and  endeavored  to  establish  reciprocal  conditions 
for  the  commerce  and  navigation  of  both  nations; 
representing  that  it  was  impossible  that  a free  and 
enlightened  government  should  submit  any  longer 
to  see  its  interests  suffer  by  a series  of  obnoxious 
cuties,  which  it  had  the  prudence  and  good  sense 
not  to  lay  on  French  vessels.  It  appears  that  these 
pacific  negociations  have  not  led  to  any  result,  and 
that  the  Americans,  tired  to  see  no  satisfactory 
answer  made  to  their  claims,  have  adopted  the 
painful  resolution  which  I have  communicated.  My 
intention,  gentlemen,  is  not  to  attempt  to  frighten 
■you;  but  1 must  say,  that  should  not  the  government 
think  fit  to  apply  a suitable  remedy  to  such  a state 
of  things,  it  might  result  in  serious  evils  and  diffi- 
cult to  "repair.  It  is,  however,  but  justice  to  say, 
that  if,  in  this  circumstance,  some  reproaches  may 
be  attached  to  the  French  administration,  the  re- 
sponsibility which  may  rcsultfrom  its  false  measures 
ought  to  weigh  also  on  a number  of  respectable 
persons  who  liave  been  consulted  on  this  subject, 
and  who,  in  expressing  to  government  their  opi- 
nio'us,  have  not  felt  willing  to  be  impressed  with 
the  idea,  that  if  a few  unenlightened  merchants 
■wish  for  a monopoly,  the  general  interest  of  trade 
requires  liberty — and  especially  tliat  government 
and  nations  demand  now,  (and  will  still  more  insist 
upon  it  in  future),  tliat  tiie  first  condition  of  the 
mutual  exchange  of  commodities  between  them  be 


founded  on  the  equality  and  reciprocity  of  the  ar- 
rangements they  may  think  fit  to  adopt — and  in  or- 
der to  prove  how  much  reason  and  sound  ideas  con- 
tinue to  prevail  over  the  prejudices  which,  till  now, 
have  governed  the  commercial  world,  I will  men- 
tion the  motion  made  some  time  since  in  parliament, 
by  the  chief  of  one  of  the  first  houses  in  England, 
Mr.  Baring,  respecting  the  so  much  boasted  pro- 
hibitory system  of  that  country. 

The  minister  of  the  navy  was  telling  us  just  now, 
that,  in  order  to  be  strong,  we  ought  to  have  a navy. 
Yes,  no  doubt  we  ought  to  be  strong,  but  we -ought 
also  to  be  just;  and  we  should  feel  a persuasion  that, 
in  the  negociation  alluded  to,  government  will  not 
lose  sight  of  this  maxim>  and  will  attempt  every 
means  compatible  with  our  political  rank,  of  re-esr 
tablishing  our  commercial  relations  with  a people, 
which  so  many  recollections  and  interests  make  it 
a duty  for  us  to  oement  more  than  ever. — (Murmurs 
of  approbation  on  the  left.) 

The  mimster  of  foreign  relations — I will  not  at- 
tempt here  to  establish  a discussion  on  the  princi- 
pies  and  on.  the  facts  just  now  stated.  'I  bis  ques- 
tion would  be  so  important,  that  before  acting  upon 
it,  more  certain  and  positive  documents  than  those 
hitherto  obtained,  should  be  required.  I will  not  even 
venture  a positive  opinion  on  the  question  now  rais- 
ed, and  will  merely  state,  that  some  time  since  ne- 
gociations had  been  commenced  between  the  Ame- 
ricans and  France;  my  predecessor  has  caused  thefn 
to  be  communicated  to  the  French  chamber  of  com- 
merce. The  coiincil  of  manufactures  and  commerce 
has  been  assembled,  but  its  deliberations  liave  given 
no  additional  facUities  for  the  progress  of  these  ne- 
gociations. Government,  anxious  to  leave  nothing 
untriedi,  has  consulted  all  the  chambers  of  commerce 
in  France;  an  answer  from  all  of  them  has  not  yet 
been  received;  but  t!;e  opinions  of  those  which  have 
reached  government  are  different.  However  it 
may  be,  such  a question  is  not  of  a nature  to  be  dis- 
cussed in  tins  house,  and  no  person  has  a right  to  say 
that,  in  this  occurrence,  such  or  such  a measure 
ought  to  be  pui’sued. 

Mr.  lie  Viiele,  in  opposition  to  Mr.  Casimer  Perir 
er,  said,  that  the  chamber  had  no  right  to  scrutinize 
or  to  blame  any  act  or  relation  of  government  with 
foreign  governments,  and  although  there  might  be 
something  true  in  the  report,  he  could  not  believe 
'that  the  American  government  had  taken  so  hasty 
a step,  but  contended  that  should  this  be  the  fact, 
the  Freiich  government  ought  to  pursue  a retaliato- 
ry system,  tl;e  result  of  which  would  show  which  of 
the  two  nations  would  be  most  aff  ected  by  a cessa- 
tion of  intercourse. 

Mr,  Casinier  Pevier  rose,  and  after  a few  remarks 
in  reply  to  the  minister  of  foreign  affairs,  said  that 
he  had  not,  as  was  intimated,  condemned  govern- 
ment in  an  absolute  manner,  since  he  had  declared 
that  tlie  responsibility  of  the  evils  which  exi.sted  in 
the  present  state  of  the  relations  between  France 
and  the  United  Slates,  ought  to  weigli,  in  a great 
measure, on  those  persons  who  hadbeen  consulted; 
he  said  this  subject  was  not  foreign  to  the  chamber, 
and  that  his  observations  were  founded  on  his  duty 
and  his  constitutional  rights. 

The  minister  of  foreign  affairs  contended  that  the 
chamber  bad  no  right  to  discuss  or  encroach  on  the 
views  of  government;  the  right  of  making  treatit'S 
belonging,  by  the  constitution,  to  the  king-  alone. 
[And the  house  adjourned.] 

Q:;j^Our  readers  will  recollect  the  law  wluch  is 
viewed  as  unfricudiy  to  France,  passed  bctli  Iiousc.s 
of  congress  nearly  unaniiDously — on  a simple  ex- 
planation from  the  chairman  of  the  committee  ot 
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commerce.  The  same  terms  were  offered  to  her 
which  had  been  accepted  by  Russia, the  Netherlands 
and  the  Hanseatic  cities,  in  vain.  She  refused  to 
reciprocate  our  liberality,  and  the  measure  appear- 
ed indispensable  to  a just  consideration  of  what  we 
owed  to  our  own  shipping'  interest.  The  bill  con- 
tains a provision  that  when  France  shall  admit  our 
vessels  on  liberal  terms,  our  restrictions  on  her 
commerce  shall  cease.  On  this  subject  \X\q  J^aiional 
Intelligencer^  of  the  12th  inst.,  has  some  remarks, 
and  publishes  a letter  from  Mt*.  Gallatin,  as  follows; 

“The  most  interesting  feature,  to  us,  of  the  late 
news  from  Europe,  is  the  excitement  produced  in 
France  by  the  passage  of  an  act  imposing  new  ton- 
nage duties  on  French  vessels.  From  the  friendly 
feeling  of  this  country  to  France,  that  act  was  pass- 
ed reluctantly,  and  will  be  cheerfully  suspended, 
according  to  the  provision  it  contains  authorizing 
that  course,  when  the  government  of  France  shall 
think  fit  to  reciprocate  with  us  the  liberality  of  our 
commerci^  regulations.  The  measure  seems  to 
have  produced  there  as  much  sensation  as  if  it  had 
been  unexpected.  But  what  else  could  they  have 
looked  for  ? Our  minister  to  that  country  had  been 
long  enough  entreating  them  to  listen  to  reason, 
and  long  enough  put  off  by  evasive  answers.  The 
subjoined  extract  of  a letter  from  him  to  the  se- 
cretary of  state,  communicated  to  congress  at  the 
last  session,  shows  the  ground  on  which  our  law 
was  passed,  and  it  is  presumed,  in  the  end,  France 
will  not  disdain  to  be  as  wise  as  F,ngland,  and,  by  a 
relaxation  of  her  system,  avail  herself  of  the  oppor- 
tunity now  offered  to  lier  of  placing  herself  in  our 
ports  on  the  footing  of  the  most  favored  nations. 
Extract  of  a letter  from  Mr.  Gallatin  to  the  secretary 
of  state,  dated  Paris,  January  20,  1820. 

“I  have  now  the  honor  to  enclose  the  copy  of 
Mr.  Pasquier’s  long  promised  answer  on  the  sub- 
ject ©f  our  commercial  relations,  which  was  not  re- 
ceived till  after  I had  closed  my  last  despatch  to  you. 
1 am  confirmed  in  the  opinion,  that  nothing  will  be 
done  here  until  we  sliall  have  done  justice  to  our- 
selves by  our  own  measures.  The  ministry  is,  I 
think,  well  disposed;  but  they  will  not  act  in  oppo- 
sition to  the  remonstrances  of  the  shipping  interest, 
and  of  the  chambers  of  commerce,  which  have  been 
consulted.  That  of  Paris  is  averse  to  our  proposals. 
Indeed,  Mr.  Pasquier  informed  me  that  of  Bordeaux 
alone  had  given  an  opinion  favorable  to  them.^* 

NETHKHXANDS. 

A grand  Te  Ifeum  was  chaunted  at  Antwerp  on 
the  18th  June,  in  celebration  of  the  battle  of  Wa- 
terloo. 

spAiir, 

A letter  from  Spain,  dated  June  9,  says  “the 
iriends  of  liberty  are  highly  gratified  by  the  result 
of  the  election  of  members  of  the  cortes.  Out  of 
200,  it  is  supposed  there  are  not  more  than  20  Ser- 
viles.’*  This  is  excellent. 

The  members  of  the  cortes  as  they  arrive,  meet  at 
their  boarding  houses  and  form  clubs  f caucuses J. 
One  at  which  about  40  were  present,  debated  are- 
solution,  to  be  submitted  to  the  cortes,  declaring 
that  the  sixty  nine  deputies  of  the  old  cortes,  who 
requested  of  the  king. to  abolish  the  constitution, 
should  be  sentenced  to  death,  but  that  the  king 
should  also  be  supplicated  to  pardon  them.  One 
of  the  members,  however,  named  Romeko  Puerto 
(eighty  years  old),  resisted  so  powerfully  that  part 
of  the  resolution  which  requires  a supplication  to 
the  king  for  the  remission  of  the  doom,lthat  all  the 
rest  relinquished  it. 

It  is  said,  that  the  cortes  will  not  assemble  at  Ma- 
drid, but  at  Jllcala  de  -a  retired  village,  in 


the  vicinity,  where,  it  is  added,  they  can  deliberate 
uninterrupted  by  the  bad  passions  which  too  often 
prevail  in  large  cities. 

It  was  settled  that  the  cortes  were  to  assemble 
on  the  8th  of  July.  The  members  elected  were 
almost  uniformly  friendly  to  the  constitution  and 
new  order  of  things,  and  the  only  fears  that  prevail- 
ed with  the  considerate  people,  were,  th^t  they 
would  not  be  able  to  controul  the  enthusiasm  of  the 
nation,  and  settle  upon  a calm  and  rational  govern- 
ment. 

The  birth  day  of  the  king  of  Spain  has  recently 
been  ce;lebrated  throughout  all  Spain,  with  great 
pomp  and  enthusiasm;  particularly  in  the  cities  of 
Cadiz  and  Barcelona. 

There  is  a report  that  generals  Freyre,  Valdez 
and  Campana,  and  the  bishop  of  Saragossa  and  seve- 
ral friars,  were  shot,  on  the  demand  of  Quiroga  and 
his  troops. 

Letter  from  Cadiz  of  the  30th  May,  mention  a fact 
calculated  to  convey  a very  strong  impression  of 
the  patriotic  feeling  that  exists  among  the  inhabi- 
tants of  that  city.  The  merchants  of  Cadiz  have 
agreed  to  advance  a loan  of  four  million  of  reals 
for  the  use  of  the  marine,  and  three  millions  for  the 
civil  service,  without  interest.  They  have  also  de- 
termined on  subscribing  as  far  as  their  means  will 
permit,  to  the  loan  of  40  millions  of  reals  now  rais- 
ing in  Spain  at  an  interest  often  percent,  on  terms 
equally  disinterested,  because  they  think  that  the 
receiving  so  exorbitant  a rate  of  interest,  is  taking 
an  unfair  advantage  of  the  necessities  of  the  king* 
dom,  a principle  they  are  desii*ous  by  their  own  ex- 
ample pointedly  to  discountenance. 

Free  masons  lodges  are  extending  through  Spain. 
A little  • while  since,  to  be  suspected  of  being  a 
mason  was  punished  as  a crime  most  horrible! 

GERMANY. 

Accounts  from  Hanover  repeat  with  more  confi- 
dence, a report  which  was  recently  mentioned,  that 
the  sovereign  of  England  intended  to  proceed 
thither  before  the  end  of  the  year,  for  the  purpose 
of  being  crowned  king  of  Hanover.  It  i»  added, 
that  the  palace  of  Herrenhausen  has  been  rapidly 
fitted  up  for  his  majesty’s  reception. 

At  Dresden,  the  assassin  of  the  painter  Kugeleher, 
havmg  been  detected  by  a Jew,  the  latter  refused 
the  reward  of  a thousand  crowns,  because  the  Mo- 
siac  law  forbids  taking  the  price  of  blood. 

Germanic  federation.  A Frankfort  paper  of  June 
12,  'says — “At  length  the  great  subject  which 
has  arrested  the  attention  of  Europe  for  so  long  a 
time,  is  brought  to  a close,  1'he  definitive  act  for 
new  organization  of  the  Germanic  confederation, 
was  communicated  to  the  Germanic  diet,  on  tlie  8th 
of  this  month;  and  has,  with  all  the  protocols  ami 
papers  accompanying  it,  been  inserted  in  the  regis- 
ters of  that  assembly,  and  has  become  the  supreme 
law  of  Germany. 

This  important  act  of  the  congress  of  Vienna,  is 
entitled  *^Definitive  act  of  the  ministerial  conferences 
held  to  complete  and  consolidate  the  organization  of  the 
Germanic  confederation.’^  It  oontains  65  articles,  is 
drawn  up  with  great  display  of  talent,  and  is  in  uni- 
son with  the  most  liberal  principles  of  the  age. 
The  preamble  states,  “The  sovereign  princes  and 
free  cities  of  Germany,  considering  the  obligations 
they  imposed  upon  themselves  at  the  formation  of 
the  Germanic  league,  to  exalt  and  perfect  their 
union,  by  giving  the  necessary  development  to  the 
fundamental  dispositions  of  the  federal  act:  ccnsi 
dering  also,  that  to  render  indissoluble  the  strong- 
ties  which  unite  all  the  German  states,  in  a system 
of  peace  and  mutual  good  will,  they  ought  not  to 
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delay  to  fulfil,  by  a common  deliberation,  the  obli- 
gations thus  imposed  on  them,  and  which  the  gene- 
ra) necessity  required:  They  have,  &c.  &c.  [Here 
follows  the  name  of  the  plenipotentiaries. 1 

T he  1st  article  provides  that  the  Germanic  con- 
federation is  a federal  union  of  tlie  Sovereign  prin- 
ces  and  free  cities  of  Germany:  an  union  founded 
o!l  the  public  law  of  Europe;  and  is  formed  for  the 
amintenance  of  the  independence  and  inviolability 
of  tfie  states  composing  it;  as  also  of  the  interior 
and  exterior  safety  of  Germany  generally. 

In  communicating  tlie  above  act  to  his  court,  the 
Prussian  minister  remarked,  that  it  was  a proof  the 
most  satisfactory  of  the  unity  and  mutual  confidence 
which  animated-ali  the  ministers  of  the  confedera- 
tion; who  were  all  penetrated  with  gratitude  for  the 
zeal  which  animated  the  emperor  of  Austria  to  de- 
monstrate anew  his  good  wishes  for  Germany,  and 
for  the  interest  which  his  majesty  of  Prussia  took 
in  promoting  every  thing  which  was  necessary  to 
establish  more  strongly  the  confederacy,  and  the 
happiness  of  the  Germanic  states. 

Vienna,  June  8.  The  report  presented  to  the  em- 
peror on  the  operations  of  the  sinking  fund,  created 
January  2%  1817,  has  just  been  published.  The 
productive  capital  of  the  sinking  fund  for  the  new 
public  debt  bearing  interest,  amounted,  on  the  28th 
of  February,  1820,  to  94,224,967  florins,  and  has 
been  augmented  since  its  establishment  44,893,400 
florins.  The  annual  receipt  of  the  fund  at  the  same 
date,  amounted  to  7,477,303  florins,  money  of  con* 
vention.  By  means  of  these  receipts  there  has  been 
withdrawn  from  circulation  since  the  orig’in  of  the 
establishment,  87,998,681  florins  of  obligations, 
bearing  interest,  in  money  of  convention,  according 
to  their  current  value.  The  whole  sum  of  obliga- 
tions of  the  old  debt,  withdrawn  from  circulation 
since  April  14,  1818,  amounts  to  16,801,955  flo- 
rins. 

SWEDEir. 

The  prohibition  against  the  admission  of  coffee 
into  Sweden,  has  been  repealed. 

DENMARK. 

A letter  from  Copenhagen,  dated  June  20,  anr 
pounces  the  failure  of  the  well  known  and  long  es- 
tablished banking  house  of  Rybei'g  and  Co.  an 
event  which  had  produced  a great  sensation  on  the 
exchange  of  that  city. 

RUSSIA. 

Four  steam  boats  now  pass  every  day  between 
Petersburg  and  Cronstadt.  I'he  emperor  reviewed 
in  the  vicinity  of  his  capital,  on  the  17th  cf  May,  for- 
ty thousand  men. 

TURKET, 

We  have  a report  that  the  forces  which  marched 
against  Ali,  pacha  of  Janina,  had  joined  him,^nd 
that  he  was  marching  upon  Constantinople  at  the 
head  of  80,000  men.  A destructive  war  is  expect- 
ed, and  some  suppose  that  Russia  is  at  the  bottom 
of  it— that,  like  France  in  regard  to  Switzerland, 
and  Great  Britain  in  respect  to  the  Ionian  islands 
and  mighty  regions  in  Asia,  she  may  become  the  pro- 
tettor  of  Turkey,  as  she  has  “protected”  Poland. 

BARBART  POWERS. 

Mr.  Shaler,  American  consul  at  Algiers,  has  ad- 
dressed the  following  circular  to  Mr.  Appleton, 
consul  general  of  the  U.  S.  at  Leghorn: 

Alfoers,  March  14.  I have  the  honor  to  inform 
you,  that  an  Algerine  squadron,  composed  of  three 
large  corvettes,  two  brigs,  a polacre  and  a schr.  is 
ready  for  a cruise  and  will  soon  sail.  I have  inquir- 
ed of  the  government  of  Algiers  respecting  the 
object  of  this  armament,  and  have  represented  in 
the  most  friendly  manner,  that,  under  present  cir- 


cumstances, our  safety  and  interest  required,  that 
Algerine  ships  should  not  be  permitted  to  board, 
or,  in  any  manner,  to  interrupt  the  merchant  ves- 
sels of  our  nation.  The  dey  replied  that  these  ves- 
sels were  not  destined  against  any  Christian  power, 
but  that,  in  every  case,  the  most  sti-ict  orders  should 
be  given,  that  the  vessels  of  his  friends,  the  Ameri- 
cans, should  suffer  no  injury.  Preparations  are 
making,  at  the  same  time,  by  the  land  forces,  from 
which  it  is  presumed,  that  these  forces  are  directed 
against  Tunis.  Whatever  may  be  the  true  object 
of  these  preparations,  I think  it  will  be  useful  to 
make  known  to  this  government  that  we  are  pre- 
pared in  every  event. 

P.  S.  May  12. — It  is  said  the  Algerine  squadron 
will  sail  to-morrow. 

(Signed)  Wm.  Shaeer. 


CHRONICLE. 

The  U.  S.  schooner  has  recently  recaptur- 
ed a Spanish  vessel  from  one  of  Lafitte’s  piratical 
cruizers — 5 of  his  gang  who  were  on  board  the  prizCjr 
are  kept  in  jail  at  New-Orleans,  to  be  tried  as  pi- 
rates. There  is  a bad  business  still  going  on  in  the 
Gulf;  and  several  suspicious  vessels  have  been  in 
the  vicinity  of  Dauphin  Island,  &c. 

Counterfeits  on  the  bank  of  Pennsylvania,  at  Phi- 
ladelphia, of  the  denomination  of  100  dollars,  are 
in  circulation  to  the  westward.  Some  of  them  have 
been  received  in  a remittance  from  Nashville. 

A great  f ood  in  the  Missouri  has  inundated  the 
bottom  lands,  and  destroyed  the  gardens  planted  by 
the  troops  at  the  Council  Bluffs. 

Died,  on  the  10th  uit.  at  his  seat  near  Fort  Jack- 
son,  Alabama,  William  W,  Bibb,  esq.  governor  of 
that  state. 

on  the  18th  of  the  same,  in  Virginia,  colonel 

George  Hancock,  an  officer  of  the  revolutionary  ar- 
my, much  respected. 

at  Chelmsford,  Massachusetts,  Mr.  .Toseph 

Spalding,  aged  64 — one  of  the  heroes  of  Bunker 
Hill.  He  fired  the  first  gun,  and  was  supposed  to 
be  the  man  who  killed  Major  Pitcairn,  having  fre- 
quently declared  he  took  deliberate  aim  at  him, 

, on  the  7th  ult.  in  Somerset  county,  Md.  in 

the  64th  year  of  his  age,  col.  George  Haiidy,  a sol- 
dier of  the  revolution,  and  a captain  in  Lee’s  legion 
in  the  southern  campaign. 

at  New-York,  recently,  in  the  41st  year  of 

his  age,  Mr.  John  B,  Leacraft,  formerly  a sailing- 
master  in  the  United  States  navy,  and  one  of  those 
who  volunteered  their  services,  under  the  command 
of  the  gallant  and  much  lamented  Decatur,  to  bur:i 
the  frigate  Philadelphia,  in  the  harbor  of  Tripoli,  on 
the  16th  of  Feb.  1804. 

at  Council  Bluffs,  Missouri  territory,  on  the 

27th  ult.  lieut.  Samuel  Keeler,  of  the  6th  regiment 
U.  S.  Inft.  assistant  commissary  of  supplies,  in  the 
28th  year  of  his  age. 

in  England,  May  31,  Mr.  Bradley,  the  York- 
shire giant— when  dead  he  measured  nine  feet  in 
length,  and  three  feet  over  the  shoulders. 

Ten  or  twelve  heavy  ships,  engaged  in  whaling 
“round  Cape  Horn,”  belong  to  the  little  port  of  Sag 
Harbor,  Long-Island,  N.  Y.  These  voyages  are  heal- 
thy and  profitable.  Not  one  man  was  lost  from  any 
of  the  ships  belonging  to  that  place,  during  the  past 
season.  The  business  is  also,  a noble  nursery  of 
seamen — fit  to  carry  the  ‘^striped  bunting”  to  the 
antipodes. 

The  steam-boat  Chancellor  Livingston,  accom- 
plished the  distance  of  330  miles  on  the  waters  of 
itlie  Hudson,  in  43  hours,  four  of  which  were  occu- 
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|)ied  in  stoppages— the  wind  was  a head  during  all 
the  time. 

Baltimore.  Interments  for  the  week  ending  on 
Monday  last,  58;  of  which  9 were  colored.  23  died 
of  cholera,  6 of  consumption;  only  t-wo  of  fevers, 
remittent  and  iritermittentk  25  were  under  one 
year;  15  from  1 to  21;  8 above  21.  In  the  preced- 
ing week  there  was  not  one  death,  in  a population 
of  60,000,  by  all  the  families  of  fever,  and  now  only 
two — and  this  is  the  month  of  August!  We  are  of 
opinion  that  the  like  was  never  known  before. 

Philadelphia.  Interments  for  the  week  ending 
August  12—40  adults,  73  children;  total  115.  Of 
these,  twenty  seven  died  of  various  kinds  of  fever — 
11  bilious,  3 malignant.  Ihe  alarm  on  account  of 
the  latter  appears  to  have  been  very  great.  On 
Tuesday  last,  the  board  of  health,  having  consulted 
with  some  of  the  most  eminent  of  the  medical  pro- 
fession, made  a report  to  the  public.  They  stated 
that,  in  the  small  district  where  the  malignant  fever 
hrst  appeared,  on  the  24th  ult.  there  had  been  ele- 
ven cases  of  a decided  character,  and  three  of  a 
doubtful  nature:  of  the  first,  nine  died  and  two  re- 
moved— of  the  last,  one  died  and  two  recovered. 
This  district  of  the  city  was  immediately  emptied 
of  its  inhabitants,  and  the  streets  fenced  up,  &c.  of 
course  no  new  case  had  appeared  in  it.  But,  on  the 
9th  inst.  the  attention  of  the  board  was  dir . cted  to 
some  suspicious  cases  in  another  quarter  of  the  city, 
half  a mile  distant  from  the  former — 18  such  cases 
were  known  to  the  board  to  have  appeared  in  this 
district  in  the  last  eight  days,  of  various  grades, 
“from  the  type  of  the  common  remittent  to  the 
highest  grade  of  malignant  fever.”  On  which  the 
board  went  instantly  to  work  to  depoluate  this  seat 
of  disease,  erect  fences  across  the  streets  leading 
to  it,  and  remove  the  shipping  from  the  wharves; 
and  express  a hope  that  the  progress  of  the  fatal 
malady  may  be  arrested.  Since  when,  three  other 
cases  were  reported  as  existing  at  the  time,  though 
unknown  to  the  board.  We  have  not  heard  any 
thing  from  the  board  since  the  15th  inst.  but  it  is 
generally  said  that  the  alarm  was  increasing. 

Q^Just  as  our  paper  was  goingto  press,  we  saw 
the  report  of  new  cases  of  malignant  fever  made  to 
the  board  of  health  on  the  16th  inst,  1'hey  amount 
to  ete'wera— “all  originating  in  the  infected  district.” 

Robert  Lee,  of  J^ew- Jersey.  In  the  last,  or  17th 
vol.  pages  192  and  282,  we  inserted  most  honora- 
ble accounts  of  the  proceedings  of  Our  friend  Robt. 
I,ee,  for  the  manner  in  which  he  allowed  lands  sold 
for  taxes,  and  by  him  purchased,  to  be  redeemed. 
He  has  since  taken  to  himself  a wife,  and  we  hear- 
tily wish  him  joy,  for  we  learn  from  a New-York 
paper,  that  “Mr.  Lee,  at  the  time  of  his  marriage, 
was  in  possession  of  titles  for  estates,  forfeited  for 
taXes,  valued  at  more  than  ^20,000.  Belbre  his  mar- 
riage, he  required  an  express  stipulation  from  his 
intended  wife,  that  she  should  always  permit  the 
redemption  of  those  estates,  for  the  taxes,  charges, 
and  interest  thereupon,  whenever  the  foi’mer  ov/n- 
ers  should  be  inclined  so  to  redeem  them.” 

A New-York  paper,  of  Aug.  6,  says — “The  corps 
of  Cadets,  from  AVest  Point,  about  250  in  number, 
arrived  at  Staten  Island  on  Saturday,  and  have  en- 
camped on  the  heights  near  the  vice-presiden';’s 
seat.  We  understand  they  will  parade  in  this  city 
to-day,  march  through  the  principal  streets,  and 
perform  various  evolutions;  after  which  they  will 
retuim  to  their  encampment  and  remain  several 
days,  before  they  take  up  the  line  of  march  for  Phi- 
ladelphia.” 

The  cadets,  after  gratifying  the  people  of 
New-York,  have  arrived  at  Philadelphia,  to  shew 


to  the  people  of  tliat  city  the  perfection  of  theiu 
discipline,  &c. 

The  navy.  It  appears  by  a statement  in  the  New- 
York  Columbian,  that  “our  navy,  including  vessels 
building  and  authorized  to  be  built,  will  consist  of 
14  sliips  of  the  line,  22  frigates,  13  ships  of  14  to  32 
guns,  14  brigs  and  14  sciiooners,  besides  gun-boats, 
barges  and  galleys.  The  expense  of  a sliip  of  the 
line,  in  service,  is,  for  one  year,  202,110  dollars;  and 
of  a frigate,  134,210  dollars,  exclusive  of  repairs.” 

“Pen  cutter  to  congress P A silly  fellow  has  been 
puffing  himself  ofi*  to  the  eastward  as  “pen  cutter 
to  congress,”  telling  the  people  that  he  furnished 
the  national  legislature  with  pens  to  the  amount  of 
1600  dollars  per  annum.  Messrs.  Davis  and  Force, 
of  Washing-ton,  who  furnish  all  the  stationary  for 
congress,  say  that  this  person  never  furnished  a pen 
to  congress,  and  that  his  whole  charge  for  cutting 
pens  for  them,  for  a year  past,  amounted  only  to  40 
dollars  50  cents. 

The  sea-serpe7it.  Many  persons  assert  that  a sea- 
serpent  is  again  off' the  eastern  coast  of  the  United 
States.  Certain  persons,  whose  names  are  given, 
declare  that  they  were  within  30  yards  of  the  animal. 
They  counted  23  bunches  on  his  back;  his  head 
was  like  that  of  a common  snake,  and  held  about  two 
feet  out  of  the  water  Others  declare  that  they 
have  fairly  viewed  it  in  Boston  bay.  It  his  hard  to 
get  over  so  much  testimony — yet  people  are  slow 
to  believe  in  the  existence  of  this  animal. 

Jlncieiits.  The  four  surviving  sages  who  signed 
the  declaration  of  independence,  are  said  to  aged 
as  follows:  AVilliam  Floyd,  of  N.  Y.  87;  John  Adams, 
of  Mass.  85;  Charles  Carroll,  of  Md.  82;  Thomas 
Jefferson,  of  Va.  73. 

And  recently,  at  Plymouth,  Mass.  208  old  soldiers 
met  to  substantiate  their  claims  for  pensions — se- 
veral of  them  were  more  than  90  years  old— the 
youngest  was  56. 

The  anniversary  of  independence  v/as  celebrated 
in  a new  and  solemn  style  at  Castleton,  Vt.  It  ap- 
pears that  capt.  JYathan  Williams,  on  the  6(.h  day  of 
July,  1777,  while  repelling  the  attack  of  an  advanc- 
ed party  of  British  and  Indians,  under  gen.  Frazer, 
at  Fort  Warner,  in  the  eastern  part  of  Castleton, 
was  killed,  scalped  and  left  upon  the  ground.  His 
body  was  subsequently  buried  in  an  Indian  blanket, 
about  18  indies  below  the  surface.  Some  of  his 
surviving  companions  in  arms  sought  out  his  re- 
mains, and  took  occasion  to  give  them  a public  and 
honorable  burial.  In  addition  to  the  religious  ex- 
ercises, patriotic  addresses  were  delivered  by  C. 
Langdon,  esq.  and  Mr.  A.  L.  Burnap. 

Accommodation!  It  appears  that  water  of  the 
Thames  river,  Eng.  is  actually  imported  into  New- 
York  to  please  those  who  are  in  love  with  its  com- 
pound! IDe  gustibus  non  dispuianduin.  “The  old  wo- 
man kissed  her  cow!” 

American  antiepdties.  On  the  Creek  Indian  lands, 
a couple  of  miles  from  the  line  that  separates  that 
nation  from  Gwinnett  county,  in  Georgia,  is  a natu- 
ral curiosity,  as  well  as  a convincing  proof,  that  ere 
an  European  foot  pressed  on  American  soil,  the 
aborigines  of  this  country  were  not  unacquainted 
with  the  art  of  warfare.  The  (so  called)  Stone 
Mountain,  is  a rock  much  in  the  shape  of  a sugar- 
loaf— it  is  upwards  of  2000  feet  in  heiglit,  and  abonl; 
four  miks  in  circumference  at  the  bottom.  One 
side  of  the  rock  projects  forward  seventy  or  eighty- 
feet;  the  heig'ht  from  below  is  awful,  almo.st  terri- 
fic! On  tlie  other  sides,  you  have  a gradual  ascent 
to  about  three-fourths  of  the  way  up,  when  you 
come  to  a let  el  space  fifty  feet  wide,  that  extends 
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entirely  around  the  rock.  On  the  outward  side  of 
this  level  are  fortifications,  except  on  that  side  that 
projects  forward;  where,  indeed,  none  are  necessa- 
ry. The  fortifications  are  six  feet  wide;  and  in 
places  where  the  rocks  have  not  been  made  use  of 
as  a source  of  amusement  to  visitors,  in  rolling  them 
down  the  sides  of  this  ruggid  rock,  they  are  twelve 
feet  high,  and  a mile  and  a half  long.  'I'he  native 
Indians  can  in  no  way  account  why  and  when  those 
fortifications  were  made.  It  certainly  is  a stupen- 
dous memorial  of  Indian  valor  and  industry.  After 
passing  this  fortified  place,  and  gainingthe  summit 
of  this  rock,  you  then  are  iodeed  well  paid  for  the 
fatigue  and  danger  of  ascending  so  high.  It  is  im- 
possible to  convey  an  idea  of  the  grandeur  of  the 
sight  you  behold!  Wrapt  in  wonder  and  in  medi- 
tation, it  is  sometime  ere  your  confused  and  hurried 
ideas  can  well  comprehend  the  sublimity  of  the 
scene.  I will  only  remark,  that  the  Alleghany  and 
Cumberland,  or  Great  Laurel  Ridge  Mountains,  the 
latter  two  hundred  and  twenty  miles  distant,  are 
distinctly  seen  from  this  “mother  of  rocks.” 

[^Georgia  paper. 

Savannah.  The  committee  appointed  to  distri- 
bute. the  funds  collected  for  the  relief  of  the  suffer- 
ers by  the  dreadful  fire  in  January  last,  have  made 
a report  of  their  proceedings:  The  claims  made  for 
losses,  (leaving  out  the  rich  sufferers),  amounted  to 
g776,000.  The  amount  received  for  their  relief  was 
§99,451  75;  of  which  about  8,000  dollars  was  col- 
lected in  Savannah.  This  appears  to  have  been 
equitably  distributed  among  the  poor  who  suffered, 
without  respect  to  color. 

The  amounts  were  received  as  follows,  classing 
them  as  coming  from  states: 


Georgia,  - 

^35,700  95 

South  Carolina, 

20,637  27 

Virginia,  ... 

- 1,136  56 

Maryland,  ... 

- 5,232  46 

District  of  Columbia, 

- 1,686  11 

Pennsylvania, 

- 19,382  25 

New-York,  ... 

- *1,198  93 

Massachusetts, 

- 12; 195  85 

District  of  Maine,  - 

733  28 

New-Orleans,  ‘ 

- - 1,209  80 

338  29 

§99,451  75 

Tennessee  ... 

^'’e-w-Hampshire  state  prison. 

The  income  of  thi.s 

penitentiary, forthe  last  year,  has  been  derived  from 
tile  usual  sources,  the  labor  of  convicts  in  its  vari- 
ous departments,  tlie  sale  of  articles  manufactured 
by  them,  and  the  fees  of  admittance  to  visitors — 
the 'whole  amounts  to  §4660  81  cents,  I'he  expen- 
tftures  during  the  same  period,  amount  to  §4203 
53  cents —leaving  a balance  gained  to  the  institu- 
tion during  the  last  year  of  §457.28.  The  amount 
of  proi)orty  on  hand  has  also  increased  §1811.41; 
and  the  balance  of  debts  due,  §743.14 — making  the 
wliole  income  §2553.55;  from  which  deducting  the 
amount  receivetl  from  the  treasury,  leaves  a balance 
further  gained  of  §454.55.  In  the  amount  of  debts 
due  is  included  §3637.03,  charged  to  the  state 
Jiouse  committee,  for  labor  of  the  convicts  in  pre- 
paring stone,  &c.  for  that  building;  which,  if  paid 
over  to  the  state-prison,  would  reduce  the  sum  re- 
quired from  the  treasury  to  meet  tlie  estimated 
expenses  of  the  present  year  to  §963. 


*It  will  be  recollected  that  the  amount  collected 

in  the  city  of  New-York  (§10,238)  was  returned. 


J\'orth‘Carolina.  The  naval  survey  of  the  coast 
of  this  state  has  been  completed.  We  learn  that 
many  important  errors  have  been  corrected. 

Ohio.  The  treasurer  has  given  notice  that  he  will 
receive  nothing  but  **specie  and  substantial  specie 
fundsy**  on  account  of  the  state.  This  is  absolutely 
necessary,  for  the  paper  of  many  of  the  banks  are 
50  per  cent,  below  money,  even  at  home.  The  peo- 
ple, in  several  places,  have  resolved  that  they  will 
not  any  longer  give  a circulation  to  such  miserable 
trash. 

Missouri.  The  constitution  was  adopted  by  the 
convention  on  the  17th  ult.  The  most  interesting 
provisions  have  already  been  noticed,  and  we  shail 
hereafter  publish  the  instrument  entire.  A place 
on  the  Missouri  river,  near  the  mouth  of  the  Osage, 
is  fixed  upon  as  the  permanent  seat  of  government; 
at  present  it  is  to  be  at  St.  Louis.  It  is  proposed  to 
call  the  new  city  Missouripolis. 

Extract  of  a letter  from  the  Council  Bluffs^  dated  the 
6th  of  Marchy  1820. 

“The  agent,  major  O’Fallon,  captain  Riley,  and  a 
subaltern’s  command  of  the  rifle  regiment,  have 
been  on  a visit  to  the  Grand  Panis,  Panis  Loups,  and 
Panis  Republican. 

The  principal  chief  of  the  Grand  Panis,  called 
Long  Hair,  was  not  disposed  to  give  a civil  recep- 
tion to  the  agent,  but  changed  his  conduct  on  meet- 
ing a decisive  tone,  and  eventually  gave  him  a hos- 
pitable and  apparently  friendly  reception. 

“The  Panis  Loups  did  much  better*  They  came 
out  two  miles,  witli  a body  of  five  hundred  horse, 
conducted  the  agent  and  party  into  their  village, 
and  treated  them  with  all  honor  and  distinction 
imaginable. 

“The  Panis  Republican,  who  plundered  the  scien- 
tific party  last  fall,  also  met  the  agent  with  every 
demonstration  of  friendship,  and  expressed  the 
greatest  contrition  for  this  outrage. 

“This  nation,  the  Panis,  have  lately  had  an  en- 
gagement, on  the  confines  of  Mexico,  with  the  Te- 
tans  and  Spaniards,  and  lost  ninety-three  warriors, 
killed  or  wounded.” 

General  Post-Office,  August  3,  1820.  It  having 
been  represented  to  this  office  tliat  the  newspaper 
mail  is  frequently  carried  out.side,  instead  of  inside 
of  stages,  to  the  great  injury  of  the  newspapers 
contained  therein:  Notice  is  hereby  given,  to  all 
whom  it  may  concern,  that,  on  information  being 
given  to  this  office  of  such  a practice  being  pur-^ 
sued  by  any  contractor  for  carrying  the  mail,  or  by 
the  persons  employed  by  him,  the  penalty  annexed 
to  such  a violation  of  the  rules  of  this  office  will  be 
rigidly  enforced  in  every  case.  And,  for  the  infor- 
mation of  the  public,  and  to  put  the  contractors  on 
their  guard,  the  following  article,  contained  in  eve- 
ry contract  madeiwith  this  department,  is  now  pub- 
lished: 

“9.  That,  when  the  said  mail  goes  by  a stage- 
waggon,  it  shall  invariably  be  carried  within  the 
body  of  a comfortable  stage,  suitable  for  the  ac- 
commodation of  at  least  seven  travellers;  and  when 
it  is  carried  on  horseback,  it  shall  be  covered  se- 
curely with  an  oil  cloth  or  bear  skin,  against  rain 
or  snow,  under  a penalty  of  dollars  for  each 

time  the  mail  is  wet,  without  such  covering;  and 
that  when  it  stops  at  night,  it  shall  be  put  in  a se- 
cure place,  and  there  be  locked  up.  A penalty  of 
one  dollar  a mile  shall  be  incurred  for  every  mile 
in  which  the  mail,  when  conveyed  by  stage,  shall 
be  carried  out  of  the  body  of  the  carriage  above' 
described.” 
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(j;;^We  have  how  inserted  all  that  we  design  to 
give  place  to,  of  the  speeches  in  congress,  on  the 
Missouri  question.  It  has  cost  much  time  and  at- 
tention to  make  the  selection  wliich  we  have — the 
purpose  was,  to  avoid  a repetition  of  the  same  ar- 
guments and  present  a/«//  view  of  the  subject,  on 
both  sides  of  the  question.  How  far  we  have  suc- 
ceeded in  this,  our  readers  will  determine*  Con- 
sidering Messrs.  Clay  or  Lowndes  as  the  most  pow- 
erful of  those  opposed  to  restriction,  we  wished  to 
have  published  the  speech  of  one  of  them,  but  that 
of  neither  of  those  gentlemen  has  yet  been  given 
to  the  public. 

(X^We  are  sorry  to  postpone  the  eloqueht  rrie- 
inorial  of  the  merchants,  agriculturalists,  and  others 
of  the  town  of  Fredericksburg,  Va.  against  the 
tariff,  said  to  be  from  the  pen  of  the  celebrated 
John  Taylor^  of  Caroline — the  potverful  remon- 
strance of  gen.  Japicson  and  others  against  the  late 
proceedings  in  Tennessee,  received  since  thearticle 
below  Was  prepared  for  tlie  press — the  papers  be- 
longing to  a termination  of  the  claims  of  Mr.  Meade 
against  the  g-overnment  of  Spain,  which,  on  ac- 
count of  his  sufferings,  have  excited  so  much  feel- 
ing in  the  United  States — and  sundry  other  matters, 
original  and  selected:  But,  relieved  of  the  Missouri 
debate,  We  shall,  for  some  time  to  come,  be  enabled 
to  indulge  our  wishes  and  present  a more  agreea* 
able  variety* 

The  close  op  the  editorial  year.  This  number 
concludes  the  l8th  Volume  or  9th  year  of  the  Re- 
gister* The  title  page  and  index  for  it  are  printing, 
and  will  be  forwarded  as  usual.  It  is  now  that  we 
expect  to  receive,  not  only  arrearages  due,  but  also 
the  payment  of  in  advance  for  the  coming  year, 
according  to  the  terms  entered  into  between  the 
editor  and  his  numerous  subscribers.  He  regrets 
the  necessity  of  repeating  what  he  said  at  the  close 
of  the  last  year,  asto  the  deficiencies  of  remittances, 
for  the  times  are  still  “hard,”  and  the  circulating 
medium  of  our  country  is,  in  some  parts  of  it,  yet 
in  a deranged  state:  but  certainly,  our  condition  is 
growingbetterandlessburthensome,  by  an  increas- 
ed economy,  and  a refusal  to  contract  debts  with- 
out calculating  how  tliey  are  to  be  paid.  And,  while 
the  editor  is  resolved  to  do  all  that  zeal  and  in- 
dustry can  accomplish  still  further  to  extend  the 
circulation  of  this  paper,  and  will  endeavor  to  shew 
his  gratitude  by  his  whrks  for  favors  received — he 
frankly  recommends  it  to  every  gentleman  believ- 
ing that  he  cannot  afford  to  receive  it,  or  who  is  not 
able  to  pay  for  it  promptly,  as  the  payments  become 
due,  to  retire  from  it.  The  presumption  is,  thut 
there  cannot  be  more  than  a few  dozen  persons  so 
situated — and  he  does  not  love  money  well  enough 
either  to  wheedle  or  wrest  it  from  those  who  have 
none  to  spare  from  their  own  immediate  and  more 
important  wants.  The  Register  is  not  altogether 
an  article  of  luxury— yet  it  is  of  that  class  of  things 
which  should  either  be  paid  for  of  dispensed  with 
—to  save  time  andjrouble  to  all  parties  concerned. 

But  the  prompt  attention  of  so  many  of  his  sub- 
scribers has  placed  this  ^^ork  upon  the  only  ground 
on  which  any  one  can  be  really  useful  and  prosper- 
ous. Its  editoris  very  far,  indeed,  from  being  rich,— 
Vot.  XVJIft- 32. 


hardly  in  that  state  of  business  which  is  called 
“easy,”  but  independent -as  to  be  enabled  to  act 
purely  from  the  dictates  of  his  owm  conscience,  with- 
out regard  to  parties  or  individuals — and  hence  it  is, 
that  he  sometimes  rather  displeases  both  sides  to  a 
question;  or,  perhaps,  more  correctly  speaking, 
does  not  always  please  either  party  to  one.  He  has 
long  since  renounced  parties,  and  attempted  to  pur- 
sue fundamental  principles  only. 

While,  tvith  great  freedom,  the  editof  has  ex- 
pressed his  own  opinions  on  some  of  the  leading 
topics  of  the  day,  he  has  been  careful  not  to  ofiend 
by  rudeness,  or  impeach  men’s  motives  who  had  the 
same  right  to  determine  on  things  that  he  himself 
exercised^  and  the  selected  articles  on  those  sub- 
jects, have  been  chosen  with  the  sole  view  of  giving 
the  best  intelligence  on  the  matters  at  issue.  As, 
for  instance,  a speech  in  congress  on  one  side  of  a 
question,  has  never  been  inserted  without  is  oppos- 
ing argument  on  the  other,  if  to  be  obtained;  and 
we  believe  that  the  editor  of  a journal  refuses  jus- 
tice to  his  readers,  when  he  pursues  a different 
course. 

The  same  liberal  spirit  has  directed  us  in  another 
concern,  which  required  a more  severe  trial,  and 
touched  us  in  what  is  quaintly  called  the  “tender 
place:”  the  extra  gratuitous  snpplemenis  published 
dnriny  the  editonal  year  jtist  now  concluded,  cost  ns 
no  less  a sum  than  one  thousand  and  twenty-eight 
dollars!  This  large  sacrifice  of  profit  was  made  to 
a pride  to  increase  the  value  of  the  work,  and  in  a 
belief,  also,  that  it  would  not  be  made  in  vain.  We 
have  nothing  more  to  add,  than  thatthe  same  course 
will  be  pursued  so  far  as  the  means  are  afforded  to 
justify  the  expenditure;  and  that  no  change  will  be 
made  in  the  general  manner  or  matter  of  the  Re- 
gister. 

The  annual  bills  will  be  immediately  forwarded 
as  customary;  and  the  friends  of  this  work  are 
reminded,  that  the  notes  of  any  specie-paying  bank 
in  the  United  States  are  received  in  payment,  vvhicli 
may  be  forwarded  by  mail  at  the  risk  of  the  editor, 
and  at  his  cost,  too,  for  postage,  if  any  think  that 
he  ought  to  pay  it,  that  every  account  may  be  clos- 
ed— and  his  time  be  ^legitimately'*  appropriated  to 
the  desk  in  his  library,  instead  of  being  occupied 
at  that  in  the  counting  house. 

Foreign  news.  We  have  extracts  from  London 
papers  of  the  9th  of  .hdy;  and  so  it  is,  that  though 
we  must  smile  at  the  uproar  created  in  England  by 
the  queen’s  affairs,  we  cannot  avoid  feeling  a deep 
interest  in  their  progress  and  issue.  Whatever 
may  be  her  faults,  (and  we  do  not  expect  to  find 
those  virtues  among  princes  and  princesses  whiclx 
are  essential  to  character  among  honest  folks,)  she 
certainly,  has  been  basely  treated  by  her  husbaiul 
and  his  minions  and  ministers,  from  two  or  three 
weeks  after  the  time  of  her  marriage  until  the  pre- 
sent day.  It  was  not  to  he  expected  that  such  an 
accomplished  debauchee  as  the  present  king  was, 
could  feel  the  obligations  due  to  a state  of  matri- 
mony— yet  we  might  have  looked  fora  little  decen- 
dy  in  his  deportment,  to  a person  selected  for  “rea- 
sons of  state,”  to  be  a breeder  of  princes.  But  lie 
has  been  totally  regardless  of  those  rules  of  coiv- 
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duct  which  all  men  uckuo.wRtlge  as  necessary  to 
the  preservation  of  morals.  His  “Oleheitean 
dances”  had  rendered  the  sober  affairs  of  husband 
and  wife  disg-usting'  to  liim;  and  he  wished  to  rid 
himself  of  even  the  semblance  of  restraint  on  his 
outrageous  pursuits.  Let  the  queen  be  ten  thou- 
sand times  worse  than  she  is  represented,  if  wrong 
can  palliate  wrong,  she  will  be  excused  by  all  ac- 
quainted with  lier  case,  though  she  may  not  be 
justified.  It  is  true,  she  was  said  to  have  had  some 
amours  before  her  marriage,  but  her  conduct  after 
marriage  until  her  husband  separated  himself  from 
her,  is  acknowledged  to  have  been  proper;  then 
came  the  malicious  talcs  of  sir  John  Douglas  and 
his  wife,  which,  in  their  essential  parts,  were  prov- 
ed to  be  lies,  and  now  she  is  charged  witli  offences 
aisix  years  standing,  which  never  would  have  been 
urged  against  her  if  she  had  been  content  to  fore- 
go the  rights  of  a queen;  but  on  the  contrary,  site 
might  hare  received  50  or  100,000  pounds  per  an- 
num, to  he  spent  in  any  sort  of  excess  that  she 
pleased,  but  for  her  determination  to  meet  her  ac- 
cusers and  vindicate  lierfame. 

The  present  charges  against  her  are  said  to  be 
founded  on  seventy  depositions — Castlereagh  could 
obtain  seventy  thousand,  if  it  were  needful;  it  is  an 
old  business  of  his  to  buy  oaths,  like  potatoes,  by 
their  size.  ¥/e  see  that  the  witnesses  against  her 
who  have  arrived,  ai*e  of  the  meanest  of  the  people ; 
apparently  the  refiise  of  the  streets  of  an  Italian  city, 
who  are  about  tlie  lowest  order  of  mankind.  And, 
it  is  strongly  intimated  that  the  person  with  whom 
she  is  said  to  have  committed  adultery,  is  not  a man.' 
This  is  probable  enough;  for  the  queen  is  an  eccen- 
tric woman,  and  cast  off  as  she  has  been,  there  is 
some  excuse  for  her  oddities. 

The  articles  relating  to  her,  as  before  observed, 
ai’c  interesting.  I'he  coronation  which  was  to  have 
taken  place  on  the  1st  of  August,  had  been  indefi- 
nitely postponed,  to  the  infinite  mortification  of 
thousands  and  the  great  joy  of  others.  It  was  no 
doubt  feared  tiuit  the  performance  of  that  ceremony 
on  the  king  alone,  might  have  produced,  an  awful 
commotion — the  people  adhering  to  the  sound 
common  sense  and  law  maxim,  that  the  queen  must 
be  presumed  innocent  until  she  is  proved  to  be 
guilty.  She  is  evidently  gaining  ground;  and,  if  she 
is  a Unieivomaiii  may.  shake  the  most  corrupted  go- 
vernment that  the  v/orld  ever  knew  to  its  very 
centre.  Her  ckuse  must  needs  be  the  popular  one 
pimping  system  practised  against  her  should 
meet  with  the  execration  of  the  human  race,  whe- 
iHersheis  harmless  or  otherwise;  and  sheclaims  and 
should  he  supported  in,  an  open  trial,  at  which  she 
can  Ineet  her  accusers  face  to  face.  These  are  fun- 
damental  principles  on  which  the  welfare  of  society 
depends;  and  John  Bull,  silly  as  he  is  in  many  things, 
we  tliiixk,  will  regard  them  with  reverence.  Her 
counsel  js  of  the  first  order  and  apparently  much 
devoted  to  her;  and  if  she  is  treated  according  to 
the  law  ^s  it  respects  private  persons,  will  very 
much  thwart  the  designs  of  her  enemies,  and  bring 
to  light  mSsny  matters  which  the  ministers  will 
be  exceedii\gly  loath  to  exhibit,  in  respect  to  what 
is  called  the  ‘‘Milan  commission,”  &c. 

It  is  also  intimated  that  she  may  (though  one  of 
her  counsel,  Mt.  Denman,  at  present  disclaims  the  in- 
tention to  do  so), exhibit  the  conduct  of  her  husband 
to  lessen  the  force  of  the  charges  preferred  against 
herself.  Common  justice,  as  well  as  the  practice 
of  the  courts  in  such  cases,  will  bear  her  out  in  this 
procedure.  If  she  will  appoint  some  trusty  agents, 
well  supplied  with  money,  to  seek  out  evidences 
aulong  the  miserable  females  who  injiabit  the  poor 


houses,  work  houses,  jails  and  hospitals  of  the  me- 
tropolis, she  can  produce  witnesses  enough  of  the 
adultery  of  her  husband,  to  fill  the  chamber  of  the 
house  of  lords,  and  astonish  the  great  man  on  the 
wool-sack  witli  the  display  of  a greater  number  of 
harridans  than  ever  before  were  congregated. — 
Even  at  this  late  day,  perhaps,  five  hundred  such 
might  be  collected  for  as  many  guineas—  to  give 
positive  testimony  as  to  facts  which  they  know  to  be 
true. 

Hut  it  is  disgusting  afiair,  and  we  wish  we  were 
relieved  of  an  apparent  necessity  to  mention  it. — 
Its  cliaracter  is  dishonorable  to  our  species — yet  it 
may  be  right  to  present  it  as  a portrait  of  royalty; — 
and  if  she  shall  succeed  in  humbling  those  who  have 
so  long  put  honor  and  justice  to  scorn,  her  history 
will  merit  a record  on  pillars  of  brass,  for  the  use 
of  posterity.  Mr.  Bennet  said,  in  the  house  of  com- 
mons, that  “the  discussion  of  her  case  would  give 
a blow  to  the  character  of  monarchy  which  it  might 
rue  to  it  latest  existence.”  To  which  we  say.  Amen! 

The  census.  I do  not  believe  that  there  is  a more 
industrious  gentleman,  or  more  zealous  officer  iu 
the  service  of  the  United  States,  than  col.  Bentalou, 
marshal  for  the  district  of  Maryland;  and  hence  it 
is  1 have  concluded,  that  one  of  the  most  interest- 
ing and  important  purposes  designed  to  be  ascer- 
tained by  the  census  now  taking,  will  be  defeated — 
the  list  of  manufactures  and  pereons  employed 
therein.  The  returns  will  be  so  imperfect,  that  it 
would  have  been  better  if  the  subject  of  enquiry 
had  been  altogether  omitted.  This  has  been  brought 
about  by  the  mistaken  economy  of  congress — the 
allowance  to  the  deputy  marshals,  or  persons  em- 
ployed to  take  the  census,  is  totally  inadequate  to 
a full  performance  of  the  duties  imposed  by  the  act, 
or  directed  by  the  secretary  of  state,  in  pursuance 
of  the  authority  invested  in  him.  It  is  not  to  be 
expected  that  the  deputies  can  “call  and  call  again” 
until  they  nieet  with  the  heads  of  families; — in  at 
least  one  case  out  of  two  they  will  receive  their  in- 
formation of  females,  and  what  do  they  generally 
know  of  the  state  of  the  manufactory  carried  on  by 
their  husbands?  If  the  queries  are  most  patiently 
put  to  them,  there  is  not  one  in  a thousand  that  can 
answer  them  all,  in  some  of  their  most  essential 
points.  We  may  get  a tolerably  correct  account  of 
our  large  manufacturing  establishments,  not  more 
than  a fourth  part,  probably,  short  of  the  truth;  but 
of  the  lesser  ones,  and  perhaps  at  least  ten  times 
more  important  as  to  their  aggregates,  W'e  expect 
them  to  be  short  three-fom'ths  of  their  real 
amount.  It  is  better  not  have  any  than  such  imper- 
fect returns. 

These  remarks  are  founded  on  things  that  I know. 
The  person  employed  to  take  the  census  of  the 
ward  which  I live  in,  is  probably  as  competent  and 
faithful  as  any  one  engaged  in  the  business.  He 
visited  my  house  in  my  absence,  arid  no  doubt  has 
taken  down  the  population  of  my  family  correctly, 
but  must  have  been  just  as  ignorant  as  to  its  pro- 
duct, &.C.  in  manufactures,  as  if  he  never  had  been 
there.  I had  even  prepared  a statement,  iu  writing, 
to  save  him  and  my  family  trouble;  but  it  happened 
that  he  did  not  get  it.  My  little  affairs  are  of  n® 
import  in  the  great  scale  of  .things;  but  the  case"*= 
serves  to  shew  what  may  be  looked  for.  The  facts 
so  needful  to  a sound  political  economy  will  not  be 
obtained:  the  law  to  ascertain  them  is  defeated  ii\h- 
self,by  its  own  parsimony.  Men  should  always  receive 

’'It  is  not  singular,  but  seems  to  be  a coramon 
one. 
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a sufficiency  of  compensation  to  give  them  an  inte~ 
S*est  in  the  things  that  they  do — without  this,  they 
are  content  to  fulfil  the  letter  of  their  obligations, 
and  let  the  spirit  go.  The  appropriation  of  a few 
thousand  dollars  more  would  have  given  us  intelli- 
gence woi'th  as  many  millions.  Light  and  truth 
are  not  to  be  valued  by  dollars  and  cents. 

Mrs.  Ailstojt,  In  the  present  volume,  page  311, 
we  copied  from  a New-York  paper,  a horrid  ac- 
count of  the  fate  of  this  lady,  said  to  have  been 
given  by  a pirate  under  sentence  of  death  at  New- 
t)i'ieans.  Accounts  from  that  city  now  assure  us, 
that  no  such  confession  was  ever  made  there.  In- 
deed, soon  after  the  publication  of  the  tale,  we 
thought  it  untrue,  from  certain  facts  stated  by  a 
much  esteemed  friend,  whose  fortune  it  was  to  be 
a prisoner  on  board  of  admiral  Wan*en’sship,  [the 
St.  Domingo,  I believe,]  during  the  late  war.  While 
on  board,  he  frequently  heard  the  officers  speak  of 
Mrs.  Aiiston — how  that  the  admiral  had  given  up 
IiiS  cabin  to  her, — that  she  was  exceedingly  glad  to 
find  a woman  on  board  the  ship,  a petty  officer’s 
wife,  who  was  ordered  to  wait  upon  her, — that  a 
female  domestic  who  accompanied  her  was  afraid  to 
leave  the  pilot  boat,  and  the  officer  who  had  charge 
of  that  boat  was  much  joked  with  on  account  of  it, 
&c.  Not  being  particularly  interested  in  the  case, 
lie  made  no  special  enquiries;  but  it  certainly  ap- 
pears that  the  pilot  boat  was  captured  by  the  Bri- 
tish, and  that  the  lady  was  treated  with  great  re- 
spect and  sent  away,  after  being  some  time  on  board 
the  admiral’s  ship.  This  is  all  that  he  knows  of  the 
matter;  but  it  is  sufficient  to  destroy  the  story  that 
the  ci’£  w of  the  pilot  boat,  after  being  “two  or  three 
days  at  sea,”  rose  upon  the  captain,  &c.  Any  friend 
of  the  lady  may  have  a reference  to  the  gentlemajr^ 
alluded  to,  through  the  editor  of  the  Iicgisteh, 

LrpRUDESrcE — or  worse.  The  “St.  Louis  Enqui- 
rer,” intimating  that  the  restrictionists  intend  to 
I’enew  their  designs  at  the  next  session  of  congress, 
«ays —Missouri  will  then  appear  “as  a sovereign  state, 
according  to  the  law'  of  congress,  and  not  as  a ter- 
ritorial orphan;”  that  her  people  will,  in  that  case, 
«‘give  fresh  proof  to  the  world  that  they  know  their 
rights  and  are  able  to  defend  them.”  What  signi- 
fies such  language  as  this’’  All  things  considered,  we 
wish  that  the  Missouri  question  may  be  suffered  to 
rest  where  it  is,  as  the  lesser  evil;  but,  if  congress 
pleases  to  take  it  up  again,  and  refuses  to  admit  the 
territory  under  the  constitution  which  its  conven- 
tion has  formed  and  is  without  power  to  enforce 
its  determination,  it  is  high  time,  indeed,  that  a new 
organization  of  affairs  should  take  place. 

Banks  and  small  notes.  This  city,  as  well  as 
many  other  places,  has  long  been  inundated  with 
counterfeit  notes  of  the  denominations  under 
five  dollars,  and  the  recent  detection  of  a great 
horde  of  them,  has,  at  last,  roused  the  people  of 
Baltimore  to  a consideration  of  the  growing  evil* 
The  losses  on  these  notes,  nine  times  out  of  ten,  fall 
upon  the  poor,  and  it  is  time  that  their  circulation 
was  altogether  stopped.  The  want  of  specie  is  not 
even  pretended;  why  then  should  the  banks  be  suf- 
fered to  intrude  their  trash  upon  the  public — impii- 
dently  intrude  it,  after  knowing  that  such  bills  are 
so  well  imitated  as  to  deceive  and  defraud  us.'’  If 
a gentleman,  accustomed  to  issue  many  notes 

on  a peculiar  kind  of  paper,  or  in  any  particular 
manner,  was  to  be  informed  that  such  notes  were 
counterfeited  so  well  as  to  deceive  some  that  con- 
fided in  his  ability  t-o  pay,  and  yet  still  persist  in 


issuing  hi.s  notes  in  the  same  way — every  body 
would  mark  him  dowui  villain;  but  it  appears  that 
what  is  honesty  between  man  and  man,  is  too  often 
disregarded  by  corporations,  for  the  reason  that 
they  have  “no  souls,” 

The  one  and  two  dollar  notes  generally  circulat- 
ed, are  executed  in  a most  slovenly  careless-man- 
ner, seemingly  to  oiler  a temptation  to  counterfeit 
them,  and  most  of  them  are  only  signed  by  one  per- 
son, the  cashier  or  teller.  All  of  these  descriptions 
should,  at  once,  be  indignantly  rejected,  if  offered 
by  the  banks;  and  every  considerate  man  who  re- 
ceives one  of  them,  should  immediately  pester  the 
bank  by  demanding  specie  for  it;  unless  it  is  knov/n 
that  such  bank  has  ceased  to  issue  these  dirty  little 
bills — just  as  likely,  sometimes,  to  be  a medium  of 
conveying  yellow-fever,  as  sundry  things  Wisely 
prohibited  by  certain  boards  of  health!  The  peo- 
ple of  Baltimore  talk  of  catling  a town  meeting  to 
“cry  them  down,”  and  we  sincerely  hope  that  some 
measure  will  be  adopted  to  lessen  the  e.xtelit  of 
the  evils  suffered  by  illegitimate  makers  of  bank 
notes. 

Gdod  news.  The  Central  bank  of  Georgetown, 
Col.  is  winding  up  its  affairs,  and  we  understand 
will  close  them  handsomely — having  specie  provid- 
ed to  meet  its  notes  in  circulationi  The  bank  of 
Caroline,  at  Benton,  in  Maryland,  is  retiring  from 
business — making  no  new  debts  and  paying  off  its 
old  ones  as  fast  as  possible.  We  wish  that  about 
two  hundred  more  in  the  United  States  would  act 
like  wisely.  The  procedure  would  contribute  much 
to  the  public  safety  against  counterfeits,  &.c. 

Management.  It  appears  by  a statement  in  the 
Savannah  Bepublican,  that,  on  account  of  the  dis- 
credit of  the  notes  of  the  banks  of  that  city,  in  con- 
sequence of  their  refusal  to  pay  certain  debts  wliich 
they  owed  to  the  office  of  the  bank  of  the  United 
States  established  there,  they  have,  by  great  exer- 
tions, liquidated  those  debts,  and  again  have  the 
credit  attached  to  specie-paying  bunks— but  it  ap- 
pears, that  they  refuse  to  give  money  to  individual 
for  their  paper*,  unless  the  person  applying  for  it 
will  agree  to  take  half  the  amount  in  bills  of  the 
Darien  bank!  It  is  also  stated,  that  sometime  since, 
when  undoubted  bills  on  Englandwere  at  par,  these 
batiks  bought  large  quantities  of  them,  and  sent 
them  off  with  orders  to  ship  specie  for  tliem  to  cer- 
tain of  the  eastern  ports  of  the  United  States.  They 
made  a profit  on  this  transaction,  in  the  first  place, 
and,  when  the  specie  arrived  at  New-York,  for  in- 
stance, though  they  would  not  pay  the  cash  for  tlieir 
notes  as  they  promised  on  the  face  of  them,  they 
would  oblige  a holder  of  them  by  a draft  on  that 
city,  at  three  per  cent,  advance!  What  a beautiful 
thing  is  the  rag  system! 

Yellow  FEVER.  There  are  some  prejudices  against 
which  truth  seems  to  make  a very  slow  progress — 
witness  the  belief  in  “ghosts  and  hobgmblins,”  still 
prevailing  and  tincturingthe  minds  of  most  persons, 
in  a greater  or  lesser  degree.  Even  the  light  of 
experience,  so  embodied  as  almost  to  be  felt  with 
the  hand,  is  at  times  insufficient  to  do  away  the  ef- 
fect of  notions  acquired  we  know  not  how.  New- 
York  has  prohibited  the  intercourse  witli  Piii- 
ladelphia,  so  has  Wilmington,  Del.  and  Norfolk, 
partially.  In  Philadelphia  the  same  policy  was  pur- 
sued in  former  years,  and  yet  now  the  board  of 
health,  with  much  apparent  gratification,  declares, 
tiiat  each  of  the  .few  casr  s of  fever  occurring  in 
that  city,  can  be  traced  to  the  “infected  district,”  or 
districts.  We  Jtave  po  doubt  of  this— it  shews  that 
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the  disease  is  local,  and  not  contagious,  as  has  been 
completely  proved  a thousand  times  over.  The 
fever  which  we  had  last  season  in  Baltimore,  was 
not  contagious — it  may  not  have  been  the  yelloiv 
fever,  though  all  the  doctors  said  that  it  was — but 
this  is  certain  and  known  to  every  one,  that  no  case 
of  contagion  was  heard  of.  In  the  camp  of  1000 
persons,  removed  from  the  “infected  district,”  and 
hviddled  together  as  it  were  in  heaps,  several  pel’ 
sons  were  taken  sick  soon  after  removal— but  not 
one  in  consequence  of  the  sickness  of  these:  the  nu- 
merous cases  at  the  hospital  were  carefully  nursed, 
and  oftentimes  visited  by  the  mayor  and  other  phi- 
hintliropic  gentlemen,  but  no  one  suffered  by  such 
attendance  upon  the  diseased,  whose  complaints 
were  generally  of  the  very  worst  description.  With- 
in a stone’s  throw  of  the  editor’s  dwelling  house, 
seven  or  eight  persons  died  of  the  fever,  in  the 
midst  of  numerous  families — not  one  of  these  be- 
came ill,  for  the  subjects  brought  the  disease  from 
tile  “infected  district” — in  which,  truly,  a severe 
prevailed.  And  in  the  present  year,  six 
or  eight  weeks  ago,  Ave  had  three  or  four  as  pure 
cases  of  yellow  fever,  (so  the  doctors  said),  as  ever 
Avere  known;  but  the  cause  of  the  disease  was 
removed,  and  the  district  has  ever  since  been  as 
liealthy  as  any  other.  In  New-York,  too,  last  year, 
there  were  sundry  instances  of  this  fever,  but  the 
police  confined  it  to  the  space  in  Avhich  it  originat- 
ed. If  it  had  been  contagious,  could  it  have  been 
stopped  so  promptly?  Certainly,  I would  not  free- 
ly visit  or  attend  upon  a person  sick  with  the  yel- 
low fever  at  a place  where  he  caught  the  disease, 
but,  in  a pure  atmosphere  would  as  willingly  wait  up- 
on him  as  on  another  with  a broken  leg.  We  ex- 
pressed these  sentiments  when  Baltimore  Avas  af- 
flicted, and  repeat  them  now  when  she  is  in  extra- 
ordinary good  health,  not  for  the  sake  of  contro- 
versy, but  to  subserve  truth.  Acting  on  the.ue  prin- 
ciples, Baltimore  will  not  prohibit  the  intercourse 
Avith  Philadelphia,  and  thus  give  the  strongest  test 
lliat  Ave  can  of  our  faith  in  the  opinion,  that  this  fe- 
ver is  local  though  it  may  become  an  epidemic — but 
that  it  is  net  contagious,  and  cannot  spread  in  an 
atmosphere  destitute  of  its  principles  of  formation. 
It  is  believed  that  the  yellow  fever  may  be  generat- 
ed just  as  easily  as  intermittents  are  produced  in 
flat  countries  by  ponds  of  stagnant  waters,  expos- 
ed to  the  rays  of  a summer’s  sun,  &c.  And  the 
singular  exemption  of  Baltimore  at  this  time  from 
every  desci’iption  of  fever,  we  think,  under  Provi- 
iiKXCE,  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  meritorious  exer- 
tions of  our  city  police — the  mayor  and  the  com- 
missioners of  health,  assisted  and  supported  by 
the  other  officers.  All  these  have  been  indefati- 
gable, and  we  are  permitted  to  enjoy  the  blessed 
fruits  of  their  labors. 

-More  or  the  Tennessee  project.  Having  re- 
ceived a copy  of  the  Avonderful  law  recently  passed 
by  the  state  of  Tennessee,  we  had  an  intention  to 
publish  it  entire — for  the  good  of  posterity;  as  we 
are  quite  certain  that  we  shall  have  to  give  a dismal 
account  of  its  operations:  but  meeting  Avith  the 
folloAving  summary  of  it  in  the  “Richmond  Enqui- 
rer,” we  haA'c  thought  its  re-publication  might  be 
sufficient: 

The  relief  laio  of  Tennessee.  The  bank  bill,  esta- 
blishing a neiv  bank,  (“Bank  of  the  state  of  Tennes- 
see,”) at  Nashville,  Avitli  a branch  at  Knoxville,  to 
continue  till  1843 — capital  gl,DU0,000,  in  bills  paya- 
ble to  order  or  bearer,  to  be  emitted  on  the  secu- 
rity of  the  borrowers,  and  guaranteed  by  the  state, 
on  the  proceeds  of  the  sales  of  ITighwassee  lands, 


the  interest  of  the  sales  of  land  south  of  French 
Broad  and  Holston,  and  the  ordinary  revenue  of  the 
state  not  otherwise  appropriated;  the  notes  of  this 
bank  to’ be  not  under  the  denomination  of  1 nor 
over  glOO.  All  the  public  monies  to  be  deposited 
in  it.  It  shall  discount  bills  of  exchange,  notes  well 
secured,  or  public  stock;  it  shall  also  loan  for  twelve 
months,  in  the  nature  of  discounts,  on  real  or  per- 
sonal property,  secured  by  a mortgage  on  the  pro- 
perty, the  loan  never  to  exceed  one  half  of  its  va- 
lue— no  loan  to  any  individual  to  exceed  ^500. 
Agencies  to  be  established  in  each  county,  Avhich 
shall  loan  to  them  a sliare  of  the  capital  propor- 
tioned to  the  amount  of  tax  it  paid  into  the  treasury 
in  1819.  The  bills  of  the  bank  to  be  receivable  for 
all  monies  due  to  the  state,  colleges,  &c.  and  for 
county  taxes,  &c.  No  execution  to  issue  from  any 
court  U7itil  txvo  years  after  the  rendition  of  judgment, 
unless  the  plaintiff  shall  endorse  on  execution  that 
he  is  willing  to  receive  the  notes  of  this  bank,  as 
well  as  of  the  others  specified  in  the  act  of  Novem- 
ber 24,  1819.  (This  bank  is  not  to  have  any  specie 
to  redeem  its  notes,  unless  peradventure  it  may 
obtain  a small  supply  by  tlie  power  given  the  go- 
vernor to  issue  g250,000  of  six  per  cent,  stock,  to 
be  sold  by  the  bank  from  time  to  time,  at  par — but 
as  it  is  not  proA’ided  Avliat  this  par  is  to  be  in,  whe- 
ther specie  or  bank  notes,  it  is  highly  probable  that 
the  payment  for  the  stock  Avill  be  made  in  notes, 
and  thus  no  specie  Avill  tloAV  in.  It  results  that  be- 
sides all  the  paper  of  the  present  banks,  1’ennessee 
is  to  be  flooded  with  a new  circulation  of  a million 
of  dollars,  inconvertible  into  specie.  By  what  a mon- 
grel, fluctuating  and  depreciated  currency  must 
this  state  be  cursed,  in  consequence  of  the  unwise 
policy  of  establishing  this  new,  specieless,  and  wild 
institution). 

2.  “Besides  this  relief  bank,  a redemption  is  pass- 

ed, authorizing  the  defendant  to redeem'm  t-wo  years, 
all  lands  and  negroes  sold  under  execution,  on  pay- 
ing the  purchaser  ten  per  cent,  on  the  money  he 
may  have  advanced.  It  also  prohibits  officers  sell- 
ing under  execution  some  few  household  and  fami- 
ly articles— it  also  personal  property,  sold 

before  next  December,  to  be  redeemed  in  like 
manner  as  negroes  or  real  estate.  This  is  a ncAV 
relief,  different  from  a stop  laAv,  property  laAv,  re- 
plevin law,  and  others  of  the  relief  family.  It  rather 
resembles  the  redemption  of  lands  sold  for  taxes.” 

0;^lt  appears  that  general  Jackson  again  stepped 
forward  to  serve  his  country,  while  these  bills  Avere 
pending.  A remonstrance,  attributed  to  his  nervous 
pen  and  Avritten  with  great  ability,  and  signed  by 
himself,  col.  Edivard  Ward,  and  others,  of  David- 
son county,  against  those  proceedings,  was  pre- 
sented, pronouncing  them  to  be  in  direct  violation 
of  the  constitution  of  the  U.  States;  which  the  mem- 
bers were  reminded  that  they  had  taken  an  oath  to 
support — and  also,  that  they  were  inexpedient,  and, 
in  their  opinion,  would  prove  ruinous  in  their  con- 
sequences. We  have  not  seen  this  remonstrance, 
in  extenso,  but,  from  its  character,  shall  probably 
insert  it  at  length.  It  gave  much  offence,  in  remind- 
ing the  members  of  the  legislature  of  their  oath 
to  support  the  constitution  of  the  United  States, 
and  its  consideration  was  postponed  until  the  ls« 
day  of  January,  1821,  by  yeas  and  nays  in  the  se- 
nate: yeas  11,  nays  6.  Two  of  those  who  voted  in 
the  affirmative  have  felt  it  necessary  to  come  for- 
ward with  along  statement  of  their  reasons  for  do- 
ing so.  The  Enquirer  says  that  “a  bill  for  estab- 
lishing a town  by  the  name  of  Jackson,  was  AAiEurn- 
ET>  by  striking  out  the  name  and  inserting  Roya-~ 

port/” 
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Missouri  Question, 

SPEECH  OF  MR.  TUCKER,  (OF  VIRGINIA), 

IN  THE  HOUSE  OF  ItEPKESENTATI VES. 

After  some  prefatory  remarks  on  the  unusual  length 

to  wliich  the  present  discussion  had  been  pro- 
tracted, and  the  impatience  it  was  so  well  calcu- 
lated to  produce, 

Mn.  Tuckeh,  of  Virginia,  said,  he  should  not 
have  ventured  to  trespass  further  on  the  time  of 
the  committee,  if  his  objections  to  the  proposed 
amendment,  particularly  as  to  its  expediency,  had 
been  anticipated  by  those  who  had  gone  before  him 
in  the  debate.  There  is,  indeed,  said  he,  Mr.  Chair- 
man, something  peculiar  in  every  man’s  views  of 
the  subject,  who  exercises  his  own  powei-s  of  re- 
flection, and  it  is  only  by  looking  at  it  under  these 
different /i/zases  that  we  can  form  a just  estimate  of 
its  bearings  and  dimensions.  I am  the  more  desirous 
of  speaking  on  the  policy  of  the  proposed  restric- 
tion, because  a distinguished  member  from  Penn- 
sylvania, (Mr.  Sergeant),  has  said  that  Virginia  had 
no  interest  in  this  question.  Sir,  I think  I can  shew, 
to  every  unprejudiced  mind,  that  it  threatens  ndt 
only  the  peace  and  welfare  of  Virginia,  in  common 
withal!  the  slave-holding  states,  but  their  very  po- 
litical existence. 

Before  I consider  the  constitutionality  of  this  re- 
striction, I beg  leave  to  say  a word  on  the  subject  of 
precedents.  The  member  from  Pennsylvania  who 
spoke  yesterday,  (Mr.  Baldwin),  has,  perhaps,  ren- 
dered it  unnecessary  that  I should  address  you  on 
this  topic.  He  has  shewn,  by  arguments  which  it 
would  be  difficult  to  answer,  that  the  precedents 
on  which  the  supporters  of  the  amendment  so  much 
rely,  either  have  no  application,  or,  if  closely  ex- 
amined, disprove  the  existence  of  the  power  now 
claimed  for  the  congress  of  the  United  States.  But, 
sir,  suppose  these  precedents  to  be  of  a different 
character,  what  is  their  authority? 

The  effect  of  precedent,  in  a constitutional  ques- 
tion, seems  to  be  derived  from  the  presumption  that 
those  who  have  made  the  decision  have  heard  the 
arguments  for  and  against  the  power  sought  to  be 
exercised,  and  have,  after  due  deliberation,  decid- 
ed. But  when  we  know  that  this  presumption  is 
not  the  fact,  and  that  the  power  in  question  has 
hitherto  been  exercised  without  controversy  or  ex- 
amination, I think  that  precedents  of  this  sort  are 
entitled  to  little  or  no  weight,  and  that  those  who 
deny  the  existence  of  the  power  have  aright  to  ask 
those  who  assert  it  to  point  out  that  particular  part 
of  the  constitution  from  which  it  is  derived.  The 
advocates  of  the  amendment  have  virtually  admit- 
ted the  reasonableness  of  this  claim,  as,  while  they 
have  insisted  on  the  force  of  precedents,  they  have 
directly  inferred  the  power  they  contend  for  by 
arguments  drawn  from  the  constitution  itself. 

In  the  examination  of  this  doctrine,  I shall  confine 
myself  to  that  clause  of  the  constitution  which 
speaks  of  the  admission  of  new  states;  for,  although 
other  parts  of  that  instrument  have  also  been  re- 
ferred to  in  support  of  the  restriction,  yet  every 
gentleman  on  that  side  of  the  question  has  laid  the 
chief  stress  of  his  argument  on  this  clause,  and 
some  have  relied  on  it  altogether.  They  contend 
that  the  right  in  congress  to  admit  new  states  into 
the  union,  implies  the  right  to  refuse  admission. 
This,  I agree,  is  a fair  implication.  But  they  further 
insist,  that  the  right  to  admit  or  reject  implies  the 
right  to  impose  terms  on  admission,  and  they  sup- 
port their  position  by  the  legal  maxim  cvjus  est  dare 
ejus  est  disponere — he  who  can  give  may  regulate  his 
gift;  may  say  how  he  gives.  Sir,  this  is  not  true. 


even  in  municipal  law.  If  there  be  a grant  in  Re 
simple,  on  condition  that  the  grantee  sliail  nouilien, 
the  condition  is  void  for  repugnancy,  and  the  grant 
is  absolute:  so,  also,  of  a condition  in  violation  of 
law,  or  against  its  policy. 

But  the  rule  is  still  loss  true  in  constitutional  ju- 
risprudence. It  may  sometimes  he  expedient  to 
give  the  power  of  rejection,  and  to  refuse  tliat  of 
admitting  on  condition.  The  one  may  be  deemed 
safe  and  salutary;  the  other  inexpedient  and  dau.- 
gerous.  Examples  of  this  sort  are  frequent  in  our 
constitutions.  Thus,  the  president  may  approve  of 
reject  a law,  but  he  cannot  propose  amendments. 
It  is  true,  he  has  but  a qualified  veto;  but  in  those 
cases  in  which  a law  has  passed  by  a majority  of 
both  houses,  but  witJi  less  tlzan  a majority  of  two- 
thirds,  the  argument  is  the  same  as  if  his  negative 
were  absolute.  I appeal  to  every  member  of  the 
committee,  whether,  if  the  president  possessed  t!ie 
power  of  making  amendments,  it  would  not  be  a 
greater  power  than  tliat  of  absolute  rejection.  Tlie 
one  has  been  exercised  but  two  or  three  times  since 
the  formation  of  the  government;  the  other  would 
be  a matter  of  daily  recurrence.  'I'hus,  too,  in  tlic 
constitution  of  Virginia,  the  senate  has  tlie  uncon- 
ditional power  of  rejecting  money  bills,  but  not  the 
power  of  amending  them.  And,  in  like  manner,  it 
would  be  a less  power  to  refuse  the  admission  of  a 
new  state  absolutely,  than,  by  taking  advantage  of 
its  anxiety  to  ceme  into  the  union,  to  mould  its  con- 
stitution, in  a great  degree,  according  to  the  plea- 
sure of  congress.  The  power  of  annexing  condi. 
tions,  then,  being  a different,  and  not,  necessarii} , 
an  inferior  power,  the  one  is  not  included  with  the 
other. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  if  the  power  of  admitting 
new  states  into  the  union,  does  not  give  congress 
the  right  of  imposing  conditions  at  discretion,  still 
less  does  it  give  the  right  of  imposing-  conditions 
repugnant  to  the  great  principles  of  the  constitu- 
tion. We  cannot,  without  the  grossest  absurdity, 
infer  from  that  charter  a pov/er  to  effect  itsow'ii  de- 
struction, To  do  this,  would  be  to  make  the  impli- 
ed power  greater  than  the  express;  the  creature 
greater  than  the  creator.  But  the  power  of  impos- 
ing the  proposed  restriction  on  the  state  of  Missouri 
is  thus  inconsistent  with  the  constitution. 

In  the  first  place,  it  would  alter  the  proportion  of 
power  between  the  general  government  and  the 
individual  states.  The  essence  cf  our  complex  go- 
vernment consists  as  much  in  this  proportion  as  in 
any  thing  else.  If  congress  possessed  more  muni- 
cipal powers,  ours  would  be  more  a consolidated 
government;  if  a less  portion,  it  would  more  re- 
semble the  old  confederacy.  This  proportion  of 
power  is  as  much  disturbed  by  lessening  the  power 
of  the  states  as  by  increasing  that  of  the  United 
States.  The  effect  is  the  same  whether  you  take 
out  of  one  scale  or  put  into  the  other:  in  botii  cases 
the  balance  established  by  the  constitution  is  de 
stroyed. 

Sir,  if  you  have  the  right  of  imposing  one  condi- 
tion, not  expressly  prohibited,  you  have  the  right 
of  imposing  another.  Suppose,  then,  that  congress 
should  reserve  to  itself  the  right  of  defining  and 
punishing  crimes  in  the  new  state,  or  the  regulation 
of  its  landed  property,  ora  negative  on  all  its  laws, 
would  not  the  possession  of  these  extensive  muni- 
cipal powers  completely  change  the  character  of 
this  government?  I would  further  observe,  that  tins 
power  must  appear  to  be  the  more  dangerous, 
when  werecollect  how  large  a part  of  our  tcnltor} , 
west  of  the  Mississippi,  is  yet  to  be  laid  off  iu‘  new 
states,  and  that  every  new  state  which  enters. int  > 
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the  union,  with  restrictions  on  its  sovereig"nty,  as 
was  well  argued  by  a gentleman  from  South  Caro- 
lina, (Mr.  Lowndes),  becomes  at  once  an  example 
and  an  advocate  for  further  restrictions  on  others. 
In  this  way,  that  constitution,  whose  component 
parts  v/ere  so  cautiously  adjusted  an^d  so  skilfully 
balanced,  would  be  effectually  destroyed. 

Jt  is  no  answer  to  this  argumeut  to  say  that  such 
an  exertion  of  power  as  I have  supposed  is  highly 
improiiable.  In  expounding  a constitution,  it  is  pcr- 
fectl}  fair  to  test  the  correctness  of  a principle  by 
extreme  cases.  Besides,  the  framers  of  the  federal 
constitution  haye  endeavored  to  guard  not  only 
against  probable  dangers,  but  also  against  remote 
possioilities.  Tliey  have  prohibited  both  the  Unit- 
ed States  and  the  several  states  from  passing  any 
bill  of  attainder,  than  which,  according  to  the  set- 
tled principles  of  criminal  law  at  the  present  day, 
nothing’  was  more  improbable.  Thus,  too,  there  is 
a similar  prohibition  against  tlie  grant  of  any  title  of 
nobility.  Surely,  when  we  consider  that  this  insti- 
tution originated  in  the  days  of  feudal  barbarism, 
and  recollect  how  much  the  genius  of  our  people, 
their  habits  and  law'^s,  all  favor  an  equality  of  rights, 
H must  be  admitted  that  notliing  but  a determina- 
tion to  guard  against  the  most  distant  and  improba- 
ble dangers  could  have  dictated  such  a provision. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  proposed  restriction  is  also  in- 
consistent with  the  federal  censtitutipn,  because  it 
is  irrepealable.  The  framers  of  our  form  of  govern- 
ment knew  that  in  the  vicissitudes  which  time  is 
ever  bringing  about  in  human  affairs,  provisions 
should  be  made  for  correspondent  changes,  not 
only  in  our  laws,  but  in  the  constitution  itself.  Ac- 
cordingl}'^,  there  is  no  rule  of  action,  whether  it  be 
prescribed  for  individuals,  for  the  states,  or  for  the 
federal  government,  which  may  not  be  legally 
changed.  Sir,  this  restriction  v/ould  either  be  an 
act  of  judiciary  legislation,  or  a fundamental  law. 
If  it  be  a mere  legislative  enactment,  it  may  be 
abrogated  by  our  successors:  the  clause  which  de- 
clares it  irrepealable  may  be  itself  repealed.  If  it 
be  a fundamental  law,  tlien  we  cannot  pass  it.  In 
either  case,  by  attempting  to  impose  an  irrepealable 
condition  on  the  people  of  Missouri,  we  attempt  to 
exercise  a power  which  fhe  constitution  has  denied 
us. 

In  support  of  these  extraordinary  doctrines,  the 
advocates  of  tlie  amendment  have  found  it  necessa- 
ry to  draw  a distinction  between  the  rights  of  the 
thirteen  original  states  and  those  subsequently  ad- 
mitted. But  the  constitution  recognizes  no  such 
principle;  and  it  would  be  not  more  an  invidious 
discrimination  than  it  is  repugnant  to  the  common 
sense  oU mankind.  Allow  me,  Mr.  Chairman,  by 
way  of  illustration,  to  put  case  farniliar  to  all.  Let 
us  suppose  a voluntary  association  of  individuals, 
for  purposes  of  business  or  amusement,  w’hp  form 
certain  rules  fpr  the  government  of  their  society  or 
club;  and  that  one  of  these  provides  for  the  admis- 
sion of  new  members.  “When  a new  member  is  ad- 
mitted, we  know  that  he  is  placed,  in  all  respects, 
u.pon  the  same  footing  as  the  former  members,  un- 
less, indeed,  some  previous  rule  warranted  a dis- 
tinction, or  a new  rule  is  made  for  that  purpose. 
Now,  the  constitution  is  precisely  such  a set  of  rules 
for  the  association  or  confederacy  of  states.  It  is 
3iot  pretended  thatitmakesany  distinction  between 
its  new  and  its  old  members;  and  a rule  cannot  be 
made  by  you,  but  solely  by  the  people.  I will  here 
take  occasion  to  observe,  Mr.  Chairman,  that,  in  ex- 
pounding the  constitution,  I think  we  should  be 
cautious  of  introducing  too  much  subtlety  and  re- 
finement in  ourreasonii>g;  both  because  that  instru- 


ment is  made  in  the  name  of  the  people,  and  be- 
cause the  people  are,  in  some  form  or  other,  its  final 
expounders.  Simple,  direct  and  manly  reasoning, 
conforming  as  much  as  possible  to  the  common 
sense  of  mankind,  gives  us  at  once  the  justest  rule 
of  construction,  and  the  only  one,  which,  in  great 
cases,  is  likely  to  be  carried  into  effect. 

Gentlemen,  on  the  other  side,  however,  by  way 
of  parryingthe  force  of  these  objections,  have  urg- 
ed that,  though  the  proposed  restriction  may  not  be 
void  as  a condition  imposed,  it  may  be  valid  as  a 
compact  agreed  to.  But  if,  as  has  been  shewn,  new 
restrictions  on  the  power  of  states  would  alter  the 
essential  character  of  the  government,  then  you 
can  no  more  consent  with  another  to  impose  these 
restrictions,  than  you  can  impose  them  by  your  sole 
legislative  will.  You  cannot  aid,  in  doing  that  in- 
directly, which  you  are  forbidden  to  do  directly. 
With  the  limited  power  delegated  to  you  by  the 
charter  which  created  you,  you  never  can  rightfully 
assume  the  pov/er  of  destroying  that  charter,  or  of 
assenting  to  its  destruction.  Besides,  there  must 
be  a third  party  to  such  a contract,  and  the  most 
material  party,  too,  (I  mean  the  people).  Before  it 
can  be  binding. 

But,  again,  sir,  in  every  contract,  both  parties  ’ 
mu-.t  be  bound,  or  neither;  and  the  people  com- 
posing the  proposed  state  of  Missouri  cannot  bind 
future  generations  by  a compact  of  this  character. 
An  honorable  memberfrom  Pennsylvania,  (Mr.  Ser- 
geant), by  way  of  obviating  this  difficulty,  has  main- 
ly contended,  that  a state  may,  by  compact,  part 
with  portions  of  its  sovereignty;  and  he  cited  seve- 
ral instances  of  such  an  exercise  of  power.  But 
that  gentleman  did  not,  with  lijs usual  perspicacity, 
advert  to  the  distinction  between  two  very  differ- 
ent exertions  of  sovereign  power;  acts  which  are 
complete  of  themselves,  and  rules  of  action.  The 
one  looks  to  the  present  and  the  past,  the  other  to 
the  future.  Thus,  a sovereign  state  may,  by  ex- 
pending  money,  alienating  territory,  declaring  war, 
and  the  like,  do  that  which  it  can  neither  recal  nop 
control:  but,  by  such  acts,  the  state  may  be  said  to 
exercise  its  sovereignty,  rather  than  to  part  with  it: 
and  it  will  be  found  that  the  examples  given  by  the 
honorable  member  were  of  this  character.  But, 
as  to  the  rules  of  action,  whether  they  be  prescrib- 
ed  to  the  legislature  for  the  future  conduct  of  the 
citizen,  or  by  the  people  for  themselves,  I had  sup- 
posed that,  in  this  country  at  least,  these  might 
always  rightfully  be  abrogated  or  changed.  Sir,  if 
there  be  any  political  principle  deemed  fundamen- 
tal among  ns — if  there  be  one  on  which  the  Ame- 
rican revolution  rests  for  its  justification,  or  the 
right  of  self  government  for  its  security,  it  is,  that 
no  generation  can  make  laws  or  constitutions  that 
are  binding  on  their  posterity.  And  this  amend- 
ment, turn  it  as  you  will,  is  an  attempt  to  make  a 
constitution  by  law,  and  to  make  that  law  unchange- 
able. 

The  same  gentleman,  as  well  as  his  collcagtie 
who  preceded  him,  (Mr.  Hemphill),  contended  that 
the  proposed  restriction  would  not  impair  the  rights 
of  Missouri;  for,  said  they,  slavery  is  confessedly 
an  evil  and  an  injustice,  and  a state  cannot  claim  a 
right  to  do  wrong.  Here,  too,  the  gentlemen  have 
not  exercised  their  wonted  powers  of  discrimina- 
tion. They  confound  political  with  moral  restraints; 
power  with  right;  the  possession  of  the  power  with 
the  virtuous  exercise  of  it.  Thus,  to  illustrate  the 
difference,  every  man  has  the  power  of  regulating 
the  concerns  of  his  own  family  as  he  pleases,  if  he 
violate  not  the  laws  of  the  land.  He  may  be  very 
capricious  and  tyrannical,  and,  no  doubt,  often  is  &o; 
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but,  while  he  tluis  violates  moral  rig-ht,  he  has  the 
power,  not  meveiy  physical,  but  political,  of  thus 
acting-.  Tliis  is  what  is  called  an  abuse  of  power; 
and,  in  that  sense,  a man  may  properly  be  said  to 
have  a rig-ht,  that  is,  the  leg-al  power  to  do  wrong-. 

I will  not  detain  the  committee  by  objections  to 
the  anrendment  derived  from  the  Louisiana  treaty, 
especially  as  the  arguments  which  had  occurred  to 
me  on  this  topic  have  already  been  urged  byotlier 
gentlemen.  1 will,  therefore,  proceed  to  examine 
the  policy  of  the  proposed  restriction. 

Mr.  Chairman,  the  view  I have  taken  of  the  con- 
sequences  of  this  restriction  compels  me  to  reg-ard 
this  as  the  most  important  branch  of  the  question 
before  us.  I have  seen,  by  ingenious  aud  refined 
constructions  of  the  constitution,  measures  pursued 
by  each  of  the  g-reat  parties  which  have  ruled  the 
destinies  of  this  nation,  that  were  supposed,  by  a 
large  majority  of  the  community,  to  have  violated 
the  meaning  of  that  charter.  Such  occasions  have 
indeed  always  prod'uced  great  party  heat  and  ani- 
mosity, and  interrupted,  in  no  small  degree,  the 
harmony  of  social  intercourse.  After  a while,  how- 
ever, these  feelings  have  passed  aWay.  The  wounds 
they  created  were  healed,  and  their  causes  forgot- 
ten. But,  if  you  persist  in  this  restriction,  it  is  not 
for  human  foresight  to  estimate  the  sum  of  its  future 
mischiefs.  I beg  leave  to  call  the  attention  of  the 
committee  to  ^ome  of  the  most  obvious. 

It  is,  in  the  first  place,  Mr.  Chairman,  no  small 
objection  to  the  exercise  of  this  power,  that  it  is 
unpalatable  to  the  people  on  whom  it  is  to  operate. 
In  the  other  instances  which  have  been  produced, 
in  v/hic’ii  conditions  have  been  attached  to  the  ad- 
mission of  new  states,  these  conditions  have  been 
entirely  acceptable  to  the  states  admitted,  and  such 
as  they  would  voluntarily  have  imposed  on  tliem- 
selves.  But  the  present  is  the  first  occasion  in 
which  this  government  has  attempted  to  impose  un- 
■'velcome  conditions  on  a new  state.  The  people  of 
Missouri  can  see  no  reason  why  they  should  be 
treated  with  this  unwonted  rigor.  To  te.U  them 
that  this  restriction  is  for  their  benefit,  is  to  add 
mockery  to  unkindness. 

Sir,  they  claim  the  privileg-e  which  every  free- 
man asserts,  of  being  the  best  and  the  sole  judge  of 
what  suits  them.  T hey  say  that  all  your  arguments 
derived  from  morality,  religion,  or  local  policy, 
should  be  left  to  themselves,  and  that,  while  you  af- 
fect to  receive  them  as  equals,  you  are  dictating  to 
them  as  children;  or  that  you  yourselves  manifest 
a distrust  of  these  arguments  by  your  wishmg  to  en- 
force them  with  constitutional  provisions.  Sir, 
they  are  just  such  men  as  yourselves;  they  are  a part 
of  yourselves;  and  they  would  be  unworthy  the 
name  of  American,  if  they  did  not  feel  this  condi- 
tion as  a degradation.  On  the  policy  of  introducing 
slaves,  I understand  they  are  somewhat  divided  in 
Missouri,  as  elsewhere.  Many  of  them,  contemplat- 
ing the  moral  and  political  efiects  of  domestic  sla- 
very, are  opposed  to  its  further  extension.  Were 
I there,  I should  probably  be  one  of  tills  number.— 
But  on  the  power  of  congress  to  impose  the  re.stric- 
tion,  I learn  that  there  is  but  one  sentiment.  They 
consider  it  a common  cause,  which  they  are  bound, 
upon  every  principle  of  self-respect,  to  oppose;  and 
they  already  assimilate  your  conduct  towards  them 
to  those  oppressions  of  Great  Britain  towards  her 
colonies  which  finally  produced  their  indepen- 
dence. 

Putting  aside  the  feelings  of  the  people  of  Mis- 
souri, is  it  not  a solid  objection  to  this  restriction 
that  your  power  to  impose  it  is  doubtful  and  con- 
tested.? Hov/ever  thoroughly  gQntlejnen  on  the 


otlier  side  may  be  persuaded  tieit  congress  posses- 
ses this  j:owcr,  they  must  l.r.ow  that  a large  por- 
tion of  the  United  States  are  as  thoi-cfliglily  persuad- 
ed that  it  docs  not;  tliat,  on  this  question,  there  is 
entire  unanimity  in  the  slave  holding  states;  and 
that,  with  all  the  motives  to  an  opposing  unani- 
mity in  the  dtiicr  states,  there  is,  among  tlieni, 
as  well  as  among  their  representatives  in  this 
house,  consideralilc  diversily  of  opinion.  They 
must  also  recollect,  that,  though  these  circumstan- 
ces do  no  not  produce  conviction,  they  must  pro- 
duce some  doubt;  awaken  some  distrust  in  the  in- 
fallibility of  human  reason  in  every  ingenuous  mind. 
And,  Mr.  Chairman,  when  we  consider  the  infiii 
ence  of  public  opinion  on  the  harmony  and  stability 
of  this  union,  it  must  always  be  a matter  of  regret 
that  the  g-overnment  should  exercise  powers  that 
are  doubtful,  or  even  disputed.  Until  habit  and 
custom  have  had  their  wonted  efi’ect  in  cementing 
the  union,  its  strength  and  permanenc}^  must  rest 
on  the  affections,  the  undivided  affections,  of  the 
people,  and  nothing  is  more  likely  to  weaken  their 
attachment  than  a want  of  confidence  in  this  house, 
the  natural  guardian  of  the  people’s  rights,  and 
their  immediate  representatives. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  immediate  effects  of  this 
restriction,  important  as  they  are,  shrink  into  in- 
significance v/hen  compju'ed  with  its  distant  conse- 
quences. I ask  the  indulgence  of  the  committee, 
while  I endeavor,  as  briefly  as  1 can,  to  be  intelligi- 
ble, to  bring  them  to  their  notice. 

It  will  be  admitted  that  our  numbers  will  con- 
tinue  to  increase,  at  their  present  rate,  or  near  it, 
until  they  are  cliecked  by  a diminution  in  th^ 
means  of  subsistence,  and  that  the  means  of  sub- 
sistence will  be  abundant  and  easy,  so  long  as  wc 
have  fertile  lands  to  settle  and  cultivate.  These 
principles  of  population,  now  so  familiar  to  all, 
were  first  distinctly  stated,  so  far  as 'my  in  form  a 
tion  extends,  by  sir  James  Steuart.  They  are  also 
noticed  by  Dr.  Franklin,  and  seemed  to  have  been 
an  original  suggestion  of'his  own  good  sense  and 
sagacity.  But,  their  inHuence  in  ’woducing  liu 
man  misery  and  vice,  and  in  circumscribing  the  effi- 
cacy of  governments,  were  never  fully  developed, 
before  the  appearance  of  Mr.  -^'<althus’  essay  on 
population,  which  I cannot  but  consider  as  a work 
of  great  ability.  I make  these  remarks,  because 
the  censure  of  my  colleague  (Mr.  Randolph)  on  thio 
writer,  the  other  day,  w'as  general,  though  proba- 
bly it  was  intended  to  apply  to  the  author’s  theory 
of  the  poor  laws,  and  not  to  the  principles  of  which 
I have  spoken. 

From  these  undeniable  principles,  it  follows  that, 
if  the  blacks  be  confined  to  the  present  slave-hold- 
ing states,  while  the  whites  are  left  free  to  emigrate 
to  the  more  tempting  regions  of  the  west,  tlic  ratio 
of  blacks  to  whites,  must  be  continually  increasing, 
until  our  population  lias  reached  the  Pacific. 

It  has,  however,  been  contended,  that  the  blacks, 
thus  confined  to  the  slave  holding  slates,  will  in- 
crease more  slowly  than  if  they  were  allowed  to 
spread  over  the  country  west  of  the  Mi.ssissippi, 
because  population  in  that  case  will  sooner  begin 
to  press  on  the  means  of  subsistence;  and,  in  answer 
to  the  inhumanity  which  this  consider.ation  implies, 
the  gentleman  from  Penn.  ( ^:r.  f ergeant)  says, 
that,  as  the  check  upon  the  natural  increase  must 
inevitably  take  place,  sooner  or  later,  on  lioth  dai- 
ses, it  is  better  that  it  should  operate  firs*  and 
strongest  upon  the  blacks  rather  than  the  whites. 

The  argument  would  be  sound,  so  far  as  policy 
is  concerned,  whatever  may  be  thought  of  its  con- 
sistency with  some  other  principles  maintained  by 
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the  same  side,  if  the  restriction  would  have  this 
partial  operation.  But,  by  reason  of  the  emigration 
which  is  ever  going  on  from  those  parts  of  the 
United  States  where  population  is  most  dense,  to 
those  where  it  is  most  rare,  the  natural  multiplica- 
tion is  every  where  the  same.  Thus,  in  the  state 
of  Connecticut,  of  Maryland,  or  Virginia,  though, 
by  the  census,  their  population  seem  to  be  nearly 
stationary,  we  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  the 
principle  of  increase  operates  in  as  full  vigor  as  in 
the  other  states;  and  that  the  excess  of  their  num- 
bers is  kept  down  by  emigration,  to  which  the 
state  of  our  country  and  the  habits  of  our  citizens 
afford  so  many  facilities.  The  check,  then,  of 
Aviuch  the  gentleman  speaks,  operates  on  both  clas- 
hes alike,  and  will  operate  upon  neither  until  the 
whole  of  our  territory  is  settled,  and  its  most  fertile 
lands  are  bought  into  cultivation. 

The  state  of  Virginia  has  already  expei*ienced,in 
a small  degree,  the  effects  of  this  partial  emigra- 
lion.  It  will  be  recollected  tliat  the  member  from 
Indiana,  (Mr.  Hendricks),  stated,  that  he  repre- 
sented as  many  who  had  migrated  from  the  south 
as  from  the  north;  and  the  states  of  Ohio  and  Illi- 
nois have  also  received  considerable  accessions 
from  tlie  slave-holding  states.  Now,  as  these  emi- 
grants have  not  been  permitted  to  carry  slaves  with 
them,  their  removal  must  have  altered  the  ratio  of 
the  two  classes  in  the  states  they  have  left;  and 
lienee  it  is,  that,  in  V irginia,  as  one  of  the  fruits  of 
her  ce.ssion  of  the  territory  northwest  of  the  Ohio, 
the  black  population  has  been  steadily  gaining 
somewhat  on  the  white. — Hitherto,  hpwever,  the 
migrations  from  the  older  slave-holding  states  have 
been  principally  to  Kentucky,  I'ennessee,  and  the 
other  Mississippi  states,  from  one  part  of  the  slave- 
holding country  to  the  other,  wliere  lands  were  at 
once  clieaper  and  more  fertile;  but,  as  soon  as  these 
titates  are  lilied  uyi,  and  population  begins  to  press 
upon  subsistence,  the  Missouri,  and  its  thousand  tri- 
butary streams,  will  draw  off'  the  surplus  numbers 
of  the  slave-holding  states,  and  this  Unequal  drain 
Avill  operate  with  undivided  and  still  increasing 
force. 

It  has  also  been  urged  against  the  probability  of 
this  growing  disproportion  betv/een  the  blacks  and 
the  whites,  that  it  ratist  be  the  poor  and  laboring 
class,  persoi\s  not  owning  slaves.  Who  may  chiefly 
be  expected  to  emigrate  from  the  slave-;holding 
states;  and  that  these  states  have  not  a sufficient 
number  of  that  class  to  admit  of  emigration  to  the 
extent  supposed.  But  it  must  be  remembered,  that 
the  white  population  considerably  exceeds  the 
black,  and  that  as  individual  citizens  often  own 
many  slaves,  there  must  be  a proportional  number 
who  own  none.  There  must,  necessarily,  be,  for 
every  pei'son  who  owns  an  hundred  slaves,  more 
than  an  hundred  whites  who  are  not  slave-holders. 
There  is,  then,  an  ample  number  of  the  poorer  class 
for  the.  inducements  to  emig'rate  to  act  upon;  and, 
if  that  were  not  the  case,  the  same  inducements 
would  operate  on  the  slave-holding  class,  and,  by 
transferring  the  lands  and  slaves  into  fewer  hands, 
assimilate  every  portion  of  the  slave-holding  dis- 
trict to  the  lower  part  of  South  Carolina,  and  some 
otlier  of  the  Atlantic  states. 

An  honorable  member  from  Massachusetts,  (Mr. 
Whitman),  Iiowever,  observed,  that  there  could  be 
no  danger  from  the  relative  increase  of  slavts,  for 
an  hundred  years  to  come,  and  tliat  a century  was 
as  far  as  politicians  could  be  expected  to  look  or 
provide  for,  I will  observe,  by  the  way,  that  I was 
surprised  to  hear  such  an  opinion  from  an  .Ameri- 
y-an  Statesman,  An  hundred  years,  sir,  is  a long 


period  for  human  life,  but  is  a short  one  in  the  life 
of  a nation.  There  are  few  of  tlie  sovereignties  of 
Europe  which  cannot  number  many  centuries  of 
existence,  and  1 should  be  sorry  to  "think  that  our 
government  was  not  likely  to  endure  and  prosper 
as  long  as  any  other.  But,  let  us  limit  our  views  to 
the  moderate  term  that  has  been  mentioned. 
Supposing  then  the  slaves  in  the  United  States 
to  have  augmented  as  fast,  in  the  last  ten  as  they 
did  in  the  ten  years  preceding,  they  now  amount 
to  upwards  of  a million  and  a half.  Suppose  that 
they  will  continue  to  double  every  twenty-five 
years  their  present  rate  of  increase,  then,  in  the 
lapse  of  a century,  their  numbers  will  amount 
to  no  less  than  twenty-four  millions.  Estimat- 
ing the  present  slave-holding  states  to  contain 
424,000  square  miles,  according  to  Mellish’s  esti- 
mate, this  number  of  slaves  will  give  nearly  sixty 
to  a square  mile;  a derjsity  of  population  implying 
a general  occ  upation  of  the  land,  but  by  no  means 
a difficulty  of  procuring  subsistence.  In  the  same 
period,  the  whole  population  of  the  United  States, 
allowing  it  to  double,  in  like  manner,  four  times, 
will  amount  to  one  hundred  and  sixty  millions, 
which,  according  to  the  same  authority,  will  give, 
for  the  whole  union,  nearly  an  average  of  sixty  to 
the  square  mile.  Now,  as  this  population  will  be 
very  unequally  spread  over  the  different  parts  of 
our  territory,  being  more  dense  in  the  older  settle- 
ments, and  less  so  in  the  new,  it  is  impossible  tp 
say,  with  accuracy,  what  will  be  the  degree  of  den- 
sity in  t!ie  slave-holding  states:  but,  whetlier  it  be 
greater  or  less,  the  ratio  of  blacks  to  whites  would 
be  most  fearfully  increased.  If  we  assume  it  to  be 
eighty  persons  to  a square  mile,  (and  I think  we 
cannot  reasonably  believe  it  would  be  much  great- 
er, on  the  supposed  average,  throughout  the  union), 
the  blacks  would  be  to  the  whitts  nearly  in  tlfe 
proportion  of  three  to  one. 

With  this  great  and  still  accelerating  gain  of  the 
black  population,  who  can  ^msvver  for  the  conse- 
quences? Tlie  wildest  political  visionary  does  hot 
think  it  practicable  to  anjalgamate  such  discordant 
materials;  We  must  be  in  thatsituation  then  in  which 
we  can  neither  safely  set  them  fx*ee,  nor  hold  them 
in  su’ojection.  If  one  of  the  two  races  must  yield 
to  the  other,  who  can  say  which  it  will  be,  or  how 
it  will  be  eff  ected?  Sir,  this  is  a subject  of  peculiar 
delicacy,  and  I will  not  press  it  further  than  to  re- 
mark, that  if  restriction  could  be  enforced,  the 
least  pernicious  result  to  which  we  could  look  for- 
ward, would  be,  that  the  whites,  ffnding  the  African 
i’ace  constantly  pressing  on  them,  would  finally 
abandon  the  country,  and  leave  the  blacks  undis- 
puted masters  of  the  soil.  But  if,  as  would  be  too 
])robable,  the  disease  should  have  a violent  termina- 
tion, the  struggle  between  tlie  two  races  would  end 
in  a war  of  extermination. 

It  has  also  been  sapl  that,  be  the  political  and  mo- 
ral evils,  from  the  /^rowing  increase  of  tlie  blacks, 
what  they  may,  the  whites,  in  any  disproportion 
which  can  be  deemed  probable,  will  always  be  suf- 
ficient to  keej)  tlie  blacks  in  subjection,  and  secure 
the  tranquility  of  the  state.  But,  granting  that  the 
authorit}'  of  the  whites  would  always  be  sufficient 
for  tills  purpose — th(-agh  history  warns  us  of  the; 
contrary — yet  there  is  a cause  beyond  our  control, 
which  will,  sooner  or  later,  prevent  our  holding 
them  in  servitude. 

As  soon  as  our  population  has  overspread  the 
whole  habitable  parts  of  our  territory,  and  brought 
our  waste  lands  into  cultivation,  human  labor  will 
begin  to  decline  in  value.  Tiiis  is  very  high  with 
usat  pi-ci;cnt;  it  is  lower  in  Europe,  and  lower  atiil 
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in  China;  every  where  gradiially  decreasing  as  po- 
pulation advances.  In  the  same  proportion  that  the 
price  of  labor  diminislies,  must  the  value  of  slaves 
decline,  until  at  length  tne  cost  of  bringing  up  one  | 
will  be  more  than  he  is  worth.  When  that  period 
arrives,  the  conranunity  will  not,  and  cannot,  impose 
on  itself  the  burden  of  supporting  slaves;  and,  be 
the  consequences  what  they  may, they  will  be  manu- 
mitted, and  then  all  the  difficulties  to  the  union  of 
the  two  races  must  be  encountered.  This  effect  of 
the  gradual  decline  of  labor  in  producing  emanci- 
pation, was  also  urged  by  the  Speaker,  (Mr.  Clay), 
but  we  draw  dilferent  inferences  as  to  its  remote 
effects.  I cannot  agree  with  him  in  the  probability 
that  the  African,  as  well  as  the  Indian  race,  will, 
under  any  course  of  policy  we  may  pursue,  be  fi- 
nally extirpated.  It  seems  to  me  that  thfey  will  con- 
tinue to  increase  until  their  labor  ceases  to  be  valu- 
able, that  is,  until  our  waste  lands  are  brought  into 
cultivation,  and,  when  that  period  arrives,  we  have 
seen  that  their  numbers  will  probably  amount  to 
twenty-four  millions,  and  greatly  exceed  that  of  the 
whites  inhabiting  the  same  district. 

But,  Mr.  Chairman,  many  look  to  colonization  as 
the  means  of  avoiding  these  threatening  evils.  Sir, 

I do  not  wish  to  disparage  the  exertions  of  the  so- 
ciety established  for  the  purpose  of  colonizing  the 
people  of  color — its  members  deserve  the  thanks 
and  good  wishes  of  every  friend  to  his  country.  But 
I have  long  since  abandoned  the  hope  of  deriving 
any  remedy  for  tlie  evil  of  domestic  slavery  from 
this  quarter.  I,  too,  was  once  an  advocate  for  colo- 
nization, but  I now  consider  every  project  for  rid- 
ding the  country  of  its  black  population,  as  utterly 
hopeless  and  impracticable.  Estimating  their  pre- 
sent numbers  at  1,600,000,  their  annual  increase  is 
about  51,000.  The  colonization  society,  as  the  re- 
sult, I believe,  of  one  yearns  efforts,  are  about  to 
send  to  Africa,  from  New-York,  17  blacks,  which  is 
little  more  than  the  increase  of  a single  day.  Tak- 
ing the  average  value  of  the  slaves  to  be  300  dolls, 
each,  it  would  require  upwards  of  15,000,000  of 
dollars  to  purchase  51,000,  and  probably  5,000,000 
more  to  transport  them  to  Africa.  And  this  annual 
expenditure  of  20,000,000  is  not  to  reduce  the  num- 
ber, but  merely  to  keep  it  stationary. 

Thus,  sir,  we  see  that  the  ejects  of  thi« fatal  po- 
licy are  as  inevitable,  as  uncontrollable  as  the  laws 
of  nature.  But  if,  on  the  other  hand,  the  slaves  be 
allowed  to  spread  themselves  equ.ally  with  the 
white  population  west  of  the  Mississippi,  then  they 
must  always  continue,  as  they  now  are,  inferior  in 
number  to  the  whites;  and,  when  the  period  ar- 
rives, as  it  certainly  must,  when  tlie  self-interest  of 
individuals  will  burst  the  bonds  of  the  slave,  eman- 
cipation will  then  consist  with  the  tranquility  and 
safety  of  the  state;  and,  in  the  mean  time,  partial 
emancipation  is  making  rapid  advances.  Let  me 
call  the  attention  of  the  committee  to  its  progress, 
according  to  facts  which  are  correctly  taken  from 
Doctor  SeyberTs  valuable  publication,  and  which 
are  not  garbled  like  those  in  some  late  pamahlets, 
to  further  a favorite  purpose.  In  the  state  of  Dela- 
war-e,  in  1800,  the  free  blacks  were,  to  the  slaves,  in 
the  proportion  of  four  to  three.  In  1810  they  had 
increased  to  the  proportion  of  more  than  three  to 
one.  In  Maryland,  in  the  same  ten  years,  tlie  pro- 
portion of  free  blacks  to  slaves,  had  increased  from 
one-fifth  to  one-third.  In  Virginia,  from  one-seven- 
teenth to  one-thirteenth.  In  North  C.arolina,  from 
one-nineteenth  to  one-sixteenth.  In  South  Caro- 
lina, from  one-forty- sixth  to  one-forly-third. 

In  Georgia,  however,  the  proportion  has  dimi- 
^ughed  frpia  one-thirly-first  to  one-fffty-cighth;  be- 


cause, as  you  know,  Mr.  Chairman,  the  legislature 
of  that  state  thought  it  necessary  to  prohibit  the 
further  progress  of  emancipation,  and  to  expel  a 
number  of  its  free  blacks.  It  is  worthy  of  remark, 
that  this  progress  increases  by  I’egular  gradations 
as  you  advance  north.  It  is  owing  to  voluntary 
emancipation  no  less,  perhaps,  than  to  tlie  migra- 
tions from  Europe,  that  the  i*atio  of  slaves  to  the 
whole  population  of  the  United  States  has  been  con- 
tinually decreasing.  In  1790,  they  were  more  than 
one-sixth  of  the  aggregate  of  our  population.  In  1810 
they  were  reduced  ahnost  to  one-seventh.  They 
now  are,  without  doubt,  less  than  a seventh;  and, 
before  the  lapse  of  a cemury,  if  things  are  left  to 
tiieir  natural  operation,  they  will  probably  be  re- 
duced to  a tenth,  or  less.  But,  it  you  enforce  this 
restriction,  other  states  will  follow  the  example  of 
Georgia,  and,  in  their  own  defence,  put  an  entire 
stop  to  the  further  increase  of  free  blacks  among 
them.  Surely,  then,  gentlemen  on  the  other  side 
will  not  render  impracticable  that  melioration  which 
they  so  much  profess  to  cherish. 

But,  if  our  brethren  of  the  north  and  east  are  in- 
different to  our  interests,  I trust  they  will  not  be 
regardless  of  their  own.  Sir,  I think  that  all  the 
Atlantic  states  are  concerned  in  opposing  tliis  re- 
striction. If  the  confinement  of  the  black  popula- 
tion to  the  east  of  the  Mississippi,  while  the  whites 
are  free  to  emigrate  to  the  West,  must  necessarily' 
alter  the  proportion  of  their  numbers,  as  1 tlhnk  f 
have  shown;  then,  in  which  ever  way  the  slavery  of 
the  blacks  may  terminate,  the  strength  ami  influ- 
ence of  the  Atlantic  states  will  be  greatly  impaired- 
As  our  population  advances  westwardly,  the  line  of 
local  division  will  probably  b,e,  not  as  at  present, 
between  the  north  and  the  south,  but  between  the 
western  and  Atlantic  states.  On  all  questions  con- 
cerning foreign  commerce  and  navigation,  the  inte- 
rests of  the  latter  will,  in  time,  be  the  same;  and 
these  interests  cannot  be  protected  against  the  pre- 
ponderating influence  of  the  west,  witliout  a voice 
and  numbers  that  will  secure  respect.  Besides, 
without  waiting  for  the  dangerous  epoch  I have 
mentioned,  if  the  arguments  be  just,  that  a state 
will  possess  more  wealth,  and  strength,  and  weight 
in  the  legislature,  when  inhabited  by  freemen  tliai'. 
by  slaves,  it  seems  strange  that  gentlemen  from  the 
north  should  seek  to  increase  that  political  influ 
ence  which,  on  the  supposition  ot  local  parties,  will 
be  opposed  to  them,  and  to  lessen  that  of  their  na- 
tural allies. 

Before  I conclude,  I will  take  a cursory  notice  of 
some  further  considerations  which  were  urged  in 
favor  of  this  i*estriction. 

The  member  from  New-York,  who  moved  the 
amendment,  (Mr.  Taylor),  said  that  the  further  dif- 
fusion of  slaves  would  lessen  the  revenue  of  the  na- 
tion, inasmuch  as  the  consumption  of  slaves  is  less 
than  that  of  freemen.  No  argument  could  have  been 
more  unfortunate  than  this.  It  is  well  known  to  us 
all,  that  the  slave-holding  states  are  generally'  op- 
posed to  an  increase  of  the  impost,  and  the  other 
states  generally  friendly  to  it;  and  tliis  because  wc 
are  the  greatest  consumers  of  imported  goods,  and 
they  are  the  most  extensively  engaged  in  domes- 
tic manufactures.  Ask,  sir,  the  great  importers  of 
New  York  to  whom  they  make  the  chief  sales  of 
foreign  merchandise,  and  they  will  tell  you,  to  the 
merchants  of  the  Carolinas,  of  Georgia,  and  Virgi- 
nia. 

Another  objection  has  been  drawn  from  the  in 
crease  of  representation  which  Missouri  would  d*  - 
rive  from  its  slave  population;  and  a meml>cr  fi4,  n 
Tcnnsylvania,  (Mr.  Hemphill),  in  urging  this  arg-n 
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merit,  observed  that  a citizen  in  the  slave-holding’ 
states,  who  owned  an  hundred  slaves,  had  as  many 
votes  as  sixty  freemen  in  the  other  states.  This 
remark  did  not  partake  of  the  candor  which  ing-e- 
neral  characterized  that  gentleman’s  speech. 

Sir,  in  the  slave-holding  states,  one-slave-holder, 
having  the  right  of  suffrage,  has  no  more  votes  than 
another;  and  if  we  estimate  tlie  additional  influence 
■^vhich  eacli  voter  derives  from  the  representation 
of  two  fifths  of  the  slaves,  it  will  be  found  to  be 
less  than  a vote  and  a half,  instead  of  sixty  for  one. 
For  this  small  difference  of  political  power,  they 
pay  a full  consideration,  not  only  by  bearing  a 
greater  share  of  direct  taxes,  but  by  contributing 
more  largely  to  the  revenue  arising  from  impost. 
Both  these  objections  are,  moreover,  founded  on 
the  fallacy  that  the  number  of  slaves  will  be  in- 
creased by  their  further  introduction  into  Mis- 
souri. But,  it  is  conceded,  that  their  multiplication 
is  as  great  at  present  as  the  laws  of  nature  permit; 
and  we  have  seen  that  they  will  continue  to  increase 
at  their  present  rate,  wh^her  they  be  confined  to 
the  slave-holding  states  or  not;  it  follows,  there- 
fore, that  the  question  is  not  whether  vi'e  shall 
have  a greater  or  smaller  number  of  slaves,  but 
■whether  we  shall  have  the  same  number  on  the  east 
or  the  west  side  of  the  Mississippi. 

But  it  has  also  been  said,  that  the  slaves,  in  a 
slave-holding  state,  increase  faster  than  the  freemen 
— Sir,  the  census  gives  evidence  of  no  such  fact, 
notv;itlistanding  what  more  than  one  publication 
has  stated  to  the  contrary.  If  we  take  the  whole 
slave-holding  district  together,  (and  this  is  the  only 
fair  way  of  making  the  comparison),  it  will  be  found 
that  the  increase  of  the  whites,  from  the  year  1800 
to  1810,  was  as  100  to  126,  while  that  of  the  slaves, 
in  the  same  time,  was  as  100  to  129.  This  difference 
of  increase  amounts  only  to  about  40,000  in  favor 
of  the  blacks;  which  is  certainly  not  more  than 
can  be  accounted  for  by  the  importations  from  the 
year  1800  to  1808,  when  congress  put  a stop  to  that 
abominable  traffic;  and  tb  the  eriiigration  to  the 
north  west  of  the  Ohio,  of  which  I have  spoken. 
Leaving  out  the  states  of  South  Carolina  and  Geor- 
gia, the  white  population  has  gained  a little  upon 
the  slaves.  The  truth  is,  that  if  there  be  some 
causes  more  favorable  to  the  natural  Increase  of  the 
blacks,  there  are  others  more  favorable  to  that  of 
the  whites.  There  is,  therefore,  very  little  differ- 
ence between  them;  and  the  increase  of  both  is 
nearly  at  its  maximum. 

There  is,  however,  an  objection  of  more  plausi- 
bility,  to  which  I will  advert.  It  is  said  that,  by  ex- 
tending the  market  for  slaves  to  Missouri,  we  sha^J 
encourag’e  the  African  slave  trade.  Sir,  1 cannot 
be  brought  to  believe  that  our  government  is  not 
able  to  carry  into  execution  the  laws  it  has  made 
against  this  disgraceful  traffic.  But,  supposing  that 
a small  number  of  slaves  should  be  smuggled  into 
the  country  ip  spite  of  our  utniost  vigilance,  they 
■will  then  remain  in  Louisiana  and  Georgia,  where 
their  labor  is  most  valuable,  and  not  be  transported 
into  Missouri.  The  slaves  which  would  be  carried 
to  that  state  would  be  principally  original  members 
of  the  families  of  emigrants;  and  it  is  extremely 
improbable  that  any  would  be  carried  there  from 
the  Gulf  of  Mexico.  The  trade  is  known  to  be  in  a 
contrary  direction;  nor  do  I remember  ever  to  have 
seen  in  Virginia  a slave  who  was  born  in  Africa; 
except  in  a single  instance,  in  a town  in  wliicli  I 
live.  If  we  regard  tlie  known  current  of  trade,  it 
is  just  as  reasonable  to  suppose  that  our  settlements 
on  the  Missouri  will  give  new  encouragement  to 


the  smuggling  of  tea,  for  example,  in  Passamaquod- 
dy  bay,  as  of  negroes  in  Louisiana. 

But  the  zeal  and  ingenuity  of  gentlemen  have 
found  a further  motive  for  this  restriction,  in  the 
peculiar  liability  of  slave-holding  states  to  insurrec- 
tions, and  in  the  greater  probability  of  their  involv- 
ing the  general  government  in  wai\  But,  Mr.  Chair- 
man,  a similar  objection  may  be  made  to  tlie  further 
extension  of  our  foreign  commercei  All  the  mari- 
time wars  in  which  this  government  has  been  in- 
volved, have  grown  out  of  foreign  commerce.  Now 
what  would  the  membersfrom  the  new  state  of  Maine 
say,  if  they  were  told,  that,  as  that  commerce  to 
which  they  were  addicted,  was  da'.gerous  to  the 
peace  of  the  United  States,  they  must  agree  to 
abandon  it  before  they  could  be  admitted  into  the 
union.^  If  they  could  insist  that  they  already  pos- 
sessed this  commerce — that  the  other  adjoining 
states  were  allowed  to  prosecute  it  unmolested,  and 
that  no  discrimination  could  justly  be  made  between 
them  and  the  other  members  of  the  same  confede- 
racy, the  representative  of  Missouri  might  allege 
the  same  arguments  in  his  favor;  and  no  reply  could 
be  made  to  him,  which  could  not,  with  equal  pro- 
priety, be  made  to  the  members  from  Maine.  Such 
a discrimination  being  equally  odious,  unreasonable 
and  oppressive  to  both,  I trust  it  will  be  attempted 
on  neither. 

Having  now,  Mr.  Chairman,  examined  this  great 
question  with  all  the  fairness  of  which  I am  capable, 
I intreat  the  committee  to  give  these  suggestions 
their  serious  consideration.  If  my  views  of  the  con- 
sequences of  this  policy  be  correct,  as  I religiously 
believe  them  to  be,  it  must  be  seen  that  the  slave- 
holding  states  are  bound  to  resist  the  restriction  at 
every  hazard.  I mean  not  this  as  a threat;  but 
merely  to  remind  them  of  the  uncontrollable  influ- 
ence of  the  law  of  self-preservation;  and  to  appeal 
to  the  interest  which  every  member  of  this  com- 
mittee must  take  in  the  safety  of  the  union,  and  the 
welfare  of  every  part  ofjt. 

REMARKS  OF  MR.  SMITH,  OF  MD. 

Mr.  S.  Smith  said,  that  he  rose  principally  with  a 
view  to  state  his  understanding  of  tlie  proposed, 
amendment,  viz.  That  it  I'etained  the  boundaries  of 
Missouri  as  delineated  in  the  bill;  that  it  prohibited 
the  admission  of  slaves  west  of  the  west  line  of  Mis- 
souri,  and  north  of  the  north  line:  that  it  did  not 
interfere  with  the  territory  of  Arkansaw,  or  the  un- 
inhabited land  west  thereof.  He  thought  the  pro- 
position not  exceptionable,  but  doubted  the  pro- 
priety of  its  forming  a part  of  the  bill.  He  consi- 
dered the  power  of  congress  over  the  territory  as 
supreme^  unlimited,  before  its  admission;  that  con- 
gress could  impose  on  its  territories  any  restrictions 
it  thought  proper;  and  the  people,  when  they  set- 
tled therein,  di(j  so  under  a full  knowledge  of  the 
restriction.  If,  said  he,  citizens  go  into  the  terri- 
tory thus  restricted,  they  cannot  carry  with  them 
slaves.  They  will  be  without  slaves,  and  will  be 
educated  with  prejudices  and  habits  such  as  will 
exclrode  all  desire,  on  their  part,  to  admit  slavery 
when  they  shall  become  sufficiently  numerous  to 
be  admitted  as  a state.  And  this  is  the  advantage 
proposed  by  the  amendment;  for,  when  admitted 
as  a state,  they  can,  under  the  constitution,  be  sub- 
jected to  no  other  restriction  than  js  imposed  by 
that  instrument  on  all  the  other  states  of  the  union. 

Mr.  S.  said  tl»at  he  meant  not,  at  this  time,  nor 
did  he  know  that  he  should,  at  any  future  time,  en- 
ter into  the  discussion  of  the  main  point;  but  he 
must  protest  against  tlie  construction  just  given  to 
the  section  of  the  constitution  relative  to  migration 
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s.;id  importation.  The  section  he  read  thus:  “The 
migration  or  importation  of  slaves,  such  as  any  of 
the  states  may  think  proper  to  admit,  shall  not  be 
prohibited  by  congress  prior  to  the  year  1808,  but 
a duty  may  be  imposed,  not  exceeding  ten  dollars* 
each.”  The  word  migration  was,  he  contender, 
applicable  to  slaves  imported;  it  had  no  reference 
whatever  to  the  native  born  slaves.  The  word  was 
intended  to  prevent  the  interference  of  congress 
with  slaves  imported  into  one  state  from  being  re- 
moved into  another.  The  states  of  South  Carolina 
and  Georgia  insisted  on  this  provision  in  the  con- 
stitution. Virginia  and  Maryland  did  not  permit 
importations.  The  importations  were  almost  ex- 
clusively confined  to  Charleston;  and  tlie  word  ‘mi- 
gration’ was  introduced  to  permit  slaves,  imported 
into  that  part,  to  be  passed,  without  molestation, 
into  Georgia  and  North  Carolina.  It  had  no  refer- 
ence to  any  other  than  slaves  imported;  none  what- 
ever to  the  native  borp  slaves.  Head  the  section 
without  the  words  “or  importation,”  and  a doubt 
cannot  remain,  to  wit:-  “The  migration  of  such 
slaves  as  the  existing  states  shall  think  proper  to 
admit,  shall  not  be  prohibited  prior  to  the  year 
1808.”  Can  these  expressions  have  any  reference 
to  the  native  born  slaves?  Certainly  not;  they  refer 
only  to  such  slaves  as  the  existing  states  may  admit 
to  be  imported  during  the  given  time,  and  to  none 
other.  I remember  well,  that  the  word  “migration” 
was  considered,  by  the  friends  of  the  alien  law,  as 
applicable  to  the  whites  emigrating  from  any  part 
of  the  world  to  the  United  States;  and  that  the 
sweeping  effect  given  by  the  gentleman,  (Mr.Brush) 
to  the  words  “general  welfare,”  was  used  to  justify 
the  alien  and  sedition  laws;  indeed,  the  gentleman’s 
construction  of  the  powers  granted  by  those  words 
gives  all  power  to  congress:  the  power  would,  ac- 
cording to  his  definition,  be  completely  dictatorial. 
But  the-  gentleman  says,  that  congress  has  power 
•“to  regulate  commerce  among  the  several  states;” 
and,  under  that  power,  can  prohibit  slaves  passing 
from  one  state  to  another.  A farmer,  going  to  Mis- 
souri  with  his  family  and  slaves,  can  be  prohibited 

congress,under  the  power  to  regulate  commerce, 
from  taking  his  slaves  with  him,  although  intended 
for  agriculture,  and  not  for  commerce . Can  th  e gen- 
tleman really  believe  in  that  doctrine?  But  I deny 
that  congress  has  power  to  prohibit  the  produce  of 
Maryland  from  being  sent  to  Boston.  It  has  never 
been  tried;  if  it  ever  should,  it  will  meet  with  few 
advocates.  If  congress  has  not  the  power  to  prohi- 
bit the  cotton  of  the  south  from  passing  to  New- 
York  for  sale,  it  cannot  have  the  power  to  prohibit 
the  slaves  of  the  south,  under  the  power  to  regulate 
commerce,  from  being  sent  to  Missouri,  either  with 
or  without  their  masters.  If  they  are  property,  they 
cannot  be  prohibited,  unless  congress  has  power  to 
prohibit  other  property.  If  they  are  persons,  black 
persons  can  no  more  be  prohibited  than  white  per- 
sons. 

Mr.  Smith  then  said,  that  lie  had  been  led  farther 
into  the  subject  than  he  had  intended  wlien  he  rose, 
ayd  would  detain  the  committee  no  longer. 

Foreign  Articles. 

GKEAT  BBITATK  ANT)  TKECANT). 

The  private  banks  continue  to  increase  the  pub- 
lic distress,  by  failing  to  meet  their  engagements. 
It  appears  that  several  of  them,  like  our  own  “Owl 
Creek”  and  jyiutton  town  banks,  were  built  upon 
paper  only,  and  will  not  pay  “any  more  than  noth- 
ing” in  the  pound! 

Mr.  Kean,  the  great  play  actor,  is  about  to  visit 


the  Unite  d States.  It  is  said  that  he  took  ;i  bench'' 
on  the  13th  of  June,  at  which  he  played  in  high  tra- 
gedy, danced  and  sung  In  an  interlude,  and  was  the 
Harlequin  ofthe  entertainment — all  excellent. 

Cheap  crim.  con.  Capt.  Pellew,  ofthe  navy,  son 
of  lord  Exmouth,  has  recovered  250/.  of  a mUitary 
officer,  for  criminal  intercourse  with  I'is  wife,  who 
was  the  daughter  of  .<tir  G.  Barlow.  Judgment  was 
given  by  default — and  assessed  by  a jury,  perhaps 
only  with  a view  to  facilitate  a divorce.  Another 
person  was,  at  the  same  sitting,  brought  in  i'or  da- 
mages to  the  amount  of  1200/.  fer  meddling  with  a 
wife  who  was  a i\eice  of  /o?’f/Egremont.  These  are 
the  “Corinthian  cajhwOs  of  societyl”  Mie  vulgar 
sell  their  wives  in  the  market,  inciuding  the  baiter 
round  their  necks,  for  half  a crown;  Out  the  nobility 
and  gentry  dispose  of  theirs,  tlirongli  the  courts, 
at  from  250  to  10,000  pounds,  according  to  quality  I 

Generosity!  Much  praise  is  given  to  prince  Leo- 
pold, who  receives  222,000  dollars  a year  from  the 
people  of  Great  Britain  without  rendering  a pre- 
tended service  therefor,  because  he  has  “most  libe- 
rally” undertaken  to  support  his  infant  niece,  tlic 
daughter  of  the  late  duke  of  Kent!— but  his  present 
liberality^  is  not  to  be  a bar  \o  future  claims  on  lier 
account!  The  inotlier  of  this  child  receives  1 11,000 
dollars  a year;  and,  one  would  think,  might  maintain 
the  baby  herse'lf. 

Forgery.  When,  a year  or  two  ago,  we  noticed 
the  numerous  executions  for  forgery  in  England, 
and  made  some  remarks  on  the  counterfeited  paper 
money  ofthe  United  States  and  of  France,  which 
the  British  government  caused  to  be  put  in  circula- 
tion; but  we  little  supposed  that  an  English  court  of 
justice  had  been  polluted  with  a decision  favoring 
the  practice.  A late  Aurora,  speaking  of  lord  chief 
justice  FZtnyon  says — he  “owed  his  elevation  to  his 
baseness;  and  bad  as  the  system  of  English  common 
law  is,  and  liable  as  it  is  to  be  the  instrument  or  bad 
men  against  the  best,  the  spint  of  the  corps  has  gene- 
rally sustained  some  smd  of  character  on  the  Eng- 
lish bench:  but  all  lawyers  concur  in  the  execration 
of  Kenyon,  l or  the  shame  he  has  inflicted  on  Eng- 
lish jurisprudence;  at  the  instig'ation  of  Pitt,  he  de- 
cided, what  has  since  been  fatal  to  English  credit, 
that  bank  notes  were  n legal  lender — and  by  another 
decision,  that  the  forgerv  of  assignats  W'as  legal  and 
laudable.” 

The  qiieen.  It  may^  be  Tvell  to  put  the  fidlowing 
bill  on  record,  as  introduced  into  the  bouse  of  lords 
on  the  5th  of  July,  by  the  earl  of  Liverpool,  and 
briefly  noticed  in  onr  last.  From  the  experience 
ofthe  ministry  as  to  the  manufacture  Oi‘ testin^ony, 
we  cannot  hesitate  to  believe  that  persons  are  duly 
prepared  to  swear  any  thing  agaii-istthe  queen;  and 
to  make  it  out,  if  necessary,  that,  like  a ])oor  mani- 
ac I once  knew,  Avho,  having  a hammer  in  his  hand, 
being  asked  “w  iiat  it  w-as,  and  what  lie  was  going  to 
do  wdth  it?” — said  “it  is  a jovial  tool,  with  wliic!i  on 
the  wings  of  the  locust!  rode  to  tlic  north,  ami  con- 
quered the  winter!!!”  she  has  visited  capt.  8}  mnics’ 
inner -iVovUl,  and  committed  adultery  wltli  (!ie  ])vinec 
ofthe  hole  at  the  north,  or  soulli,  or  east,  or  wist, 
as  tlie  case  may  require.  I'he  only  thing  doubtful 
is — whether  the  people  will  believe  ttic  i . stimony . 

But  John  Bull  is  a queer  fellow,  moved  soim  ! irru  :. 
by  things  tiuitno  other  person  regards,  and  hesi:!.  s, 
John  is  pinioned  by  the  r.obilitv.  tlie  fnndhoiih  rs 
and  the  priests,  supported  by  a standing  arniy 
greater  than  Fmglaud  ever  knew  in  timeot  peace 
The  following  is  the  bill  alluded  to — 

“Whereas,  intheycar  1814,  her  majesty,  Caroline 
Amelia  Efr^abeth,  the  princess  of  M'alcs  and  now 
queen  consort  of  this  realm,  be  nga'.  Milan,  in  Italy, 
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cngag-ed  in  her  service,  in  a menial  situation,  one 
Bartolomo  Pergami,  otherwise  Bartolomo  Bergami, 
a foreigner  of  low  station,  who  had  before  served  in 
a similar  capacity: 

«And  whereas,  after  the  said  Bartolomo  Pergami, 
otherwise  Bartolomo  Bergami,  had  so  entered  the 
service  of  her  royal  highness  tlie  said  princess  of 
Wales,  a most  unbecoming  and  disgusting  intimacy 
commenced  between  her  royal  liighness  and  the 
said  Bartolomo  Pergami,  otherwise  Bartolomo  Ber- 
gami. 

«And  whereas  her  royal  highness  not  only  ad- 
vanced the  said  Bartolomo  Pergami,  otherwise  Bar- 
tolomo Bergami,  to  a high  situation  in  her  royal 
highness’  household,  and  received  him  into  her  ser- 
vice, and  that  in  high  and  confidential  situations 
about  her  royal  highness’  person,  but  bestowed  up- 
on him  other  great  and  extraordinary  marks  of  fa- 
vor and  distinction;  obtained  for  him  orders  of 
knightlvood  aiul  titles  ofhonor,  and  conferred  upon 
hini^  a preteiided  order  of  knighthood,  which  her 
royal  highness  had  taken  upon  herself  to  institute 
without  any  just  or  lawful  authority. 

“And  whereas  her  said  royal  highness,  whilst  the 
said  Bartolomo  Pergami,  otherwise  Bartolomo  Ber- 
gami, was  in  her  said  service,  further  unmindful  of 
her  exalted  rank  and  station,  and  of  her  duty  to 
your  majesty,  and  wholly  regardless  of  her  own  ho- 
nor and  character,  conducted  herself  towards  the 
said  Bartolomo  Pergami,  otherwise  Bartolomo  Ber- 
gami, and  in  other  respects  both  public  and  private, 
in  the  various  places  ami  countries  which  her  royal 
highness  visited,  with  indecent  and  offensive  famili- 
arity and  freedom,  and  carried  on  a licentious,  dis- 
graceful, and  adulterous  intercourse  with  the  said 
Bartolomo  Pergami,  otherwise  Bartolomo  Bergami, 
M^hich  continued  for  a long  period  of  time  during 
her  royal  highness’  residence  abroad,  by  which 
conduct  of  her  said  royal  highness,  great  scandal 
and  dishonor  have  been  brought  upon  your  majes- 
ty’s family  and  this  kingdom.  Therefore,  to  mani- 
fest our  deep  sense  of  such  scandalous,  disgraceful, 
and  vicious  conduct  on  the  part  of  her  said  majest^ 
by  which  she  has  violated  the  duty  she  owed  to 
your  majesty,  and  has  rendered  herself  unworthy 
of  the  exalted  rank  and  station  of  queen  consort  of 
this  realm,  and  to  evince  our  just  regard  for  the  dig- 
nity of  the  crown  and  the  honor  of  tins  nation,  we, 
your  majesty’s  most  dutiful  loyal  subjects,  the  lords 
spiritual  and  temporal  and  commons  in  paidiament 
assembled,  do  hereby  entreat  your  majesty  that  it 
may  be  enacted,  and  be  it  enacted,  by  the  king’s 
most  excellent  majesty,  by  and  with  the  advice  and 
consent  of  the  lords 'spiritual  and  temporal  and  com- 
mons in  this  present  parliament  assembled,  and  by 
the  autliority  of  the  same,  that  her  said  majesty  Ca- 
roline Amelia  Elizabeth,  from  and  after  the  passing 
of  this  act,  sliall  be  and  is  hereby  deprived  of  the 
title  of  queen,  and  of  all  the  prerogatives,  rights, 
privileges,  and  exemptions  appertaining  to  her  as 
queen  consort  of  this  realm;  and  tliat  her  said  ma- 
jesty shall,  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  act, 
forever  be  disabled  and  rendered  incapable  of  use- 
ing,  exercising  and  enjoying  the  same,  or  any  of 
them;  and  moroever,  that  the  marriage  between  his 
majesty  and  the  said  Caroline  Amelia  Elizabeth  be, 
and  the  same  is  hereby  from  henceforth  forever 
wholly  dissolved,  animlled  and  made  void  to  all  in- 
tents, constructions  and  purposes  whatever.” 
Latest — London  papers  of  the  9lh  July. 

The  question  as  to  an  alteration  in  the  duties  on 
timber,  is  set  at  rest  for  the  present  year,  the  com- 
mittees of  both  houses  of  parliament  having  ad- 
journed the  consideration  of  the  subject  until  Uie 


next  session.  In  the  course  of  a debate  on  this 
subject,  lord  Ellenborough  said,  it  appeared,  from 
evidence,  that  British  shipping  could  be  navigated 
at  a cheaper  rate  than  shipping  from  any  other 
part  of  the  world. 

The  Agricultural  committee  made  their  report 
in  the  house  of  commons  on  the  8th  of  July,  but  no 
proceedings  upon  it  were  expected  to  be  made 
the  pi’esent  session, 

The  report  of  Mr.  Canning’s  resignation  is  con- 
tradicted. He  remains  in  office  upon  an  under- 
standing with  his  colleagues,  that  he  is  to  take  no 
part  in  any  proceedings  relative  to  the  queen,  either 
in  the  cabinet  council  or  in  the  parliament. 

In  consequence  of  the  postponement  of  the  coro- 
nation, a number  of  the  workmen  employed  in 
Westminster  Abbey,  have  been  discharged. 

It  appears  from  the  report  of  a committee  ap- 
pointed to  investigate  the  massacres  at  Manchester, 
that  the  number  of  persons  injured  at  the  field  Pe- 
terloo,  amount  to  six  hundred,  who  were  cut, 
trampled,  bruised,  legs  and  ribs  broken,  &c.  Out 
of  420  sufferers,  whom  the  committee  first  visited, 
one  hundred  and  tldrleen  ivere  females!  Out  of  tlie 
whole  number,  one  hundred  and  thirty  received 
sabre  cuts,  and  of  the  last  number,  fourteen  were 
females! 

We  notice  the  failure  of  several  bafiks.  Within 
60  miles  of  Cork,  the  amount  of  such  failures  is  sup- 
posed to  exceed  a million  and  a half  sterling! 

It  is  calculated  that  a person  has  1500  opportu- 
nities to  leave  London,  by  stage  coaches,  in  24, 
hours,  including  their  repeated  trips. 

The  population  of  Glasgow  is  147,197,  of  whom 
63,994  are  males,  and  78,203  females — an  unusual 
population  of  tlie  latter.  The  weavers  and  warper^ 
amounted  to  12,155— persons  licensed  to  sell  spi- 
rituous liquors,  1,613 — one  to  every  20  families. 

It  is  stated  in  tlie  London  Traveller  of  the  14th 
June  last,  “ I’here  are  at  present  1634  students  on 
the  books  of  Trinity  College,  Dublin — an  unprece- 
dented number.  Oxford  has  4102,  and  Cambridge 
3958  members;  all  quite  beyond  former  example. 

There  is  a person  at  present  residing  in  a small 
seaport  town  in  Wales,  who  is  clerk  to  the  colleo- 
tor  of  the  customs,  clerk  to  the  excise  office,  and 
clerk  to  tlie  justices:  he  is  parisli  clerk  for  the  Eng- 
lish service,  and  parish  clerk  for  Welsh  service: 
clerk  to  the  coaches,  and  clerk  to  the  packets. — 
He  keeps  a lodging  house — is  a notary  public,  an 
auctioneer,  collector  of  the  king’s  taxes,  collector 
of  the  parochial  rates,  and  a sexton. 

The  paintings  by  the  old  masters,  which  belong- 
ed to  the  late  Mr.  Wi:st,  have  been  sold  at  vendue 
in  London.  I'he  whole  produced  10,027/.  The 
death  of  Actseon,  by  Titian,  brought  1700  guineas; 
a head  of  Christ,  by  Guido,  700;  Abraham  enter- 
tai)iing  the  angels,  by  Rembrandt,  7 by  9 inches, 
200;  the  bath  of  Diana,  by  Titian,  600;  the  last  sup- 
per, by  Titian,  435;  the  Virgin  and  child,  and  St. 
John  ^nd  Mary  Magdalene,  by  Parmagiano,  350; 
the  watering  place,  by  Wouvermans,  560;  Peasants 
with  cattle,  by  A.  Berchem,  450;  view  on  a river, 
by  Hobbima,  290;  a knight  in  full  armour,  by  Gior- 
gione, 140;  view  of  a village,  by  Gasper  Touissin, 
210;  a dead  hare,  and  other  game,  spaniel,  &c.  by 
Wfenx,  165;  Mineiwa,  with  I'.er  il^gis,  8cc.  by  Ru- 
bens, 155;  Christ  betrayed,  by  Teniers,  126;  and 
many  others  at  proportionate  prices. 

Stocks,  July  9—3  per  cent,  consols.  68  5-8.  Ame- 
rican 3 per  cents.  66  to  66^;  6’s,  102  to  103.  U.  S. 
bank  shares,  22/. 

The  queen,  h'he  coronation  of  the  king  has  beerv 
put  off  indcMnilcly — the  ministry  thought  it  best 
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give  way,  though  lord  Castlereagh  declared  that  it  j 
was  not  occasioned  by  the  proceedings  in  the  case 
of  the  queen — but  nobody  believed  him. 

In  the  house  of  lords,  July  6,  lord  Dacre  present- 
ed the  following  petition  from  the  queen: 

“ Caroline  Regina^ 

«The  queen  has  heard,  witii  inexpressible  aston- 
ishment, that  a bill,  conveying  charges,  and  intend- 
ed to  degrade  her  and  to  dissolve  her  marriage  with 
tbe  king,  has  been  brought  by  the  first  minister  of 
the  king  into  the  house  of  lords,  where  her  majesty 
has  no  counsel  or  other  officer  to  assert  her  rights. 
The  only  alleged  foundation  for  the  bill  is  the  re- 
port of  a secret  committee,  proceeding  solely  on 
papers  submitted  to  them,  and  before  whom  no 
single  witness  was  examined.  The  queen  has 
been  further  informed,  that  her  counsel  last  night 
were  refused  a hearing  at  the  bar  of  the  house  of 
lords,  at  that  stage  of  the  proceeding  when  it  was 
most  material  that  they  should  be  heard,  and  tliat  a 
list  of  the  witnesses,  whose  names  are  known  to 
her  accusers,  is  to  be  refused  to  her.  Under  such 
circumstances,  the  queen  doubts  whether  any  other 
course  is  left  her,  but  to  protest  in  the  most  solemn 
manner  against  the  whole  of  the  proceesling— but 
she  is  anxious  to  make  one  more  effort  to  obtain 
justice,  and  therefore  desires  that  lier  counsel  may- 
be admitted  to  state  her  claims  at  the  bar  of  the 
liouse  of  lords.” 

I.ord  Dacre  moved  that  the  counsel  be  called  in. 

Messrs.  Brougham  and  Denman  then  appeared  — 
they  were  restricted  to  a discussion  of  the  mode 
and  time  of  proceedings,  when  Mr.  B,  delivered  a 
very  eloquent,  perhaps  it  might  be  called  an, indig 
nant  speech,  at  being  thus  confined,  &c.  He  spoke 
of  the  bill  and  the  manner  ancl  time  of  it  in  pointed 
terms—^that  justice  to  the  queen  required  that  it 
should  be  immediatel}^  acted  upon.  He  said  “he 
was  bound  to  believe  that  some  of  the  dicta  given 
out  of  doors  had  had  infiuence  on  that  house;  and 
it  had  bee-n  said  that  she  was  to  be  dealt  with 
as  the  lowest  in  the  realm.  God  grant  that  she  had 
been  the  humblest,  and  not  the  highest — she  would 
then  have  had  no  proceedings  against  her,  because 
she  would  have  been  fenced  round  by  the  triple 
shield  of  British  justice.  Then  a bill  of  divorce 
and  of  pains  and  penalties  could  not  have  been 
brought  against  her,  until  the  verdict  of  a jury  had 
gone  against  her,  by  twelve  honest,  conscientious, 
and  impartial  Englishmen,  at  whose  door  the  influ- 
ence of  the  other  party  might  have  flagitated  for 
ages  before  one  single  particle  of  it  could  have  en- 
tered.” When  he  was  proceeding  in  his  speech, 
the  lord  chancellor  checked  him,  but  Mr.  Brougham 
said  “no  power  under  Heaven  should  prevent  him 
from  attempting  to  do  his  duty  to  his  illustrious  cli- 
ent; but  he  might  be  put  down—there  was  no  re- 
sisting power— -yet  he  knew  their  lordships  were 
wont  to  be  just.”  He  then  went  on  and  whipped 
the  ministers  for  offering  the  queen  50,000/.  a year, 
while  they  pretended  to  believe  she  had  committed 
the  most  flagitious  crimes.  That  she  had  a right  to 
the  benefit  of  the  law,  and  to  be  presumed  innocent 
until  proved  guilty,  &c.  Mr.  Denman  followed,  and 
delivered  an  able  speech.  He  stated  that  the  queen 
desired  to  meet  her  accusers  within  24  hours.  He 
said  “they  were  told  by  the  bill  that  that  with  which 
she  was  charged  had  been  continued  for  six  years; 
why  then  were  not  these  charges  made  before.?  In 
ordinary  cases  of  divorce  it  was  customary  to  en- 
quire what  had  been  the  moral  conduct  of  the  hus- 
band; and  even  if  that  had  been  cbrrect,  there  might 
be  an  abandonment  on  his  part,  which  would  de- 
prive him  of  the  remedy  he  sought  for.  ^She,  how- 


ever, waved  all  claim  to  such  enquiry,  in  order  to 
see  at  once  at  the  bar  all  that  her  accusers  could 
bring  as  witnesses  against  her.  The  names  of  all 
the  evidence  in  every  criminal  case  were  endorsed, 
on  the  back  of  the  bill  presented  to  the  grand  jury; 
they  were  examined  on  oath  in  open  court;  and  was 
her  majesty  to  be  the  only  person  in  the  land  wlio 
was  denied  that  right  and  justice.?  All  former  cases 
of  this  kind  had  been  attempted  to  be  justified  on 
grounds  of  state  necessity;  but  if  that  had  been  the 
Case  in  the  present  instance,  would  it  have  been 
allowed  to  sleep  over  six  years.?”  He  prayed  that 
she  might  have  the  opportunity  to  vindicate  her- 
self, like  the  meane!A.t:ubject  in  the  realm,  and  pro- 
tested against  the  proceehings  of  a secret  tribunal. 
After  which  the  ministers  carried  a,  proposition  to 
postpone  the  further  consideration  of  the  matter 
until  Monday  the  9th,  of  which  no  account  lias  yet 
been  received. 

In  the  house  of  commons,  on  the  6th  .Inly,  sir  B. 
Ferguson  stated  many  particulars  about  what  was 
called  the  “Milan  commission,?’  which  was  the  em- 
ployment of  persons  to  rake  up  scandal  against  the 
queen.  This  affair  cost  37,000/.  “a  sum  sufficient, 
he  said,  to  destroy  the  character  of  any  man  or  wo- 
man existing  in  Italy!”  The  head  of  this  commis- 
sion appears  to  have  been  a wretched  Italian,  and 
when  Castlereagh  said  that  he  had  been  represent- 
ed as  a gentleman  of  purity  of  morals,  every  body 
laughed.  He  refused  information  respecting  this 
commission;  of  which  the  vice  chancellor  had  had 
the  management.  Mr.  Crevey  said  “the  house  had  a 
right  to  have  the  vice  chancellor  before  them,  as 
but  for  such  intermeddling,  the  whole  of  the  differ- 
ences might  have  been  settled.  It  was  the  officious 
Mr.  Leach  that  had  kept  these  unhappy  differences 
alive,  and  the  vindictive  spirit  of  the  king. — ( Order  ^ 
order,  order).  Ministers  had  ncgociated  with  thf^ 
queen  at  S.t.  Omers,  and  afterwards  in  London,  af- 
ter they  liad  been  in  possession  of  these  most  seri- 
ous charges.  The  question  betwixt  the  king  ami 
the  queen  was  a private  matter,  and  the  king  was 
to  be  put  in  the  same  .state  as  any  otlier  man  who 
applied  for  a divorce.  To  be  entitled  to  that  reme- 
dy, the  king  must  come  with  clean  hands  into  court 
f Order. J on  sudi  an  occasion.”  Castlereagh  re- 
proved Mr.  Crevey,  for  attacking  the  king— “such 
epithets  no  man  was  entitled  to  bestow  on  that 
illustrious  personage.”  Mr.  Bennet  delivered  a 
very  free  speech.  He  spoke  of  the  dreadful  odds 
against  the  queen,  through  the  influence  of  the 
king  in  parliament — Castlereagh  rose  to  order—// 
toas  against  the  rules  o f the  house  to  introduce  the  name 
o f the  sovereign  into  the  debate.  After  this,  the  fur- 
ther discussion  of  the  whole  subject  appears  to  have 
been  postponed  until  the  15th  August,  on  the  mo- 
tion of  the  ministers. 

It  is  .stated  that  the  queen  has  written  to  Italy, 
requesting  the  attendance  of  100  persons  of  the  first 
femilies,  to  give  evidence  in  her  behalf.  Sundry 
witnesses  against  her  have  reached  England  from 
Italy.  Every  account  says  that  they  are  of  the  very 
dregs  of  the  people  of  that  country.  When  they 
arrived  at  Dover  the  people  pelted  them,  trampled 
upon  them,  and  spit  upon  them;  they  hardly  escap- 
ed with  their  lives,  through  the  inteiference  of  the 
magistracy,  who  were  compelled  to  read  the  riot 
act.  Much  amusement  has  been  excited  in  London 
by  a procession  of  people  carrying  two  green  bags 
on  the  end  of  a long  pole,  on  which  was  written, 
^*Briions  protect  your  injured  queen  against  the  flthy 
contents  o f the  green  bag.’*  She  has  been  informed 
that  libei'al  supplies  of  money  will  be  granted  to 
her  to  carry  on  her  defence.  A I.ondan  paper,  oi 
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the  9th,  says  “The  noted  count  Pergami  is  by  some 
asserted  to  be  a Jemale!  and  by  other's,  to  be  of  that 
description  of  persons  who  are  occasionally  import- 
ed from  Italy  to  sing  the  tenor  notes  in  some  of  our 
theatres.  Alluding,  as  we  suppose  to  these  rumors, 
a morning  paper  says — ‘If,  in  the  present  instance, 
this  charge  ag-ainst  her  majesty  of  adultery  with  Per- 
gami,  does  not  produce  more  laughter  throughout 
Europe  than  any  thing- which  has  occurred  since  the 
beginning  of  the  French  revolution,  when  laughing 
went  out  of  fashion — nay,  we  will  even  go  fkrtiier— 
if  this  solemn  charge  reduces  ultimately  any  tiling 
but  laughter  against  the  fabricators  and  believers 
in  the  supposed  intei’course,  we  shall  be  content  to 
be  reckoned  the  greatest  dupes  that  the  whole  land 
contains.”  And,' the  London  Observer  says,  “We 
have  reason  to  believe,  that  when  the  charge  against 
her  majesty  comes  to  be  investigated,  it  will  ap- 
pear perfectly  absurd.  Rumors  are  publicly  afloat 
on  this  subject,  to  which  we  cannot  properly  allude, 
but  which  it  is  universally  supposed  are  not  without 
foundation.”  Another  paper  says — “Our  readers 
will  observe,  that,  if  the  adulterous  intercourse  with 
Pergami  is  not  proved,  the  biU  against  the  queen 
falls  to  the  ground.” 

FTIANCE. 

Various  arrests  have  recently  taken  place  at  Pa- 
ris; but  the  city  and  country  now  seems  quiet. 

The  election  law  passed  the  chamber  peers  by 
a vote  of  141  to  56. 

The  Moniteur  contains  the  official  promulgation 
of  the  election  law,  and  announces  the  proportion 
of  new  members  to  be  furnished  by  the  different 
departments,  towards  the  completion  of  the  addi- 
tional 172,  prescribed  by  the  enactment. 

A society  of  ladies  meet  regularly  at  one  of  the 
churches  in  Paris,  to  pray  that  the.duchess  of  Berri 
may  be  safely  delivered  of  an  heir  to  the  throne!!! 

Two  trials  have  taken  place  for  seditious  cries  at 
Paris.  The  discovery  of  a tri-colored  flag  at  Ailes 
made  a great  uproar;  but  the  peace  of  the  town  was 
maintained! 

An  Englishman  who  was  taken  up  at  Nantz  dur- 
ing the  riots,  told  the  judge  in  his  own  defence,  that 
not  understanding  French,  and  being  accustomed 
to  scenes  of  far  more  hostile  character  in  his  own 
country,  he  remained  in  the  crowd,  7iot  thinking  that 
a tumult  had  commenced! 

M.  Ganilh  has  concluded  his  report  on  the  budget 
of  ways  and  means;  the  whole  revenue  of  the  state, 
after  deducting  that  arising  from  the  royal  domains, 
the  forests,  posts,  lotteries,  &c.  landed  property  and 
fixed  capital  paid  9-16ths;  industry  and  commerce 
l-l6tl->?  and  taxes  on  consumption  6-16ths.  The 
chamber,  after  finishing  the  adjourned  discussion 
of  the  articles  relative  to  the  legion  of  honor, 
;idopted  the  Paw  by  a majority  of  133  to  29  votes. 

The  budget  of  ways  and  means  occupies  the  at- 
tention of  the  French  chamber  of  deputies.  M, 
de  Corcelles  objected  to  a sum  of  300,000  francs, 
which  was  charged  upon  the  estimates  in  favor  of 
the  widow  of  general  Moreau.  He  acknowledged 
that  it  was  a balance  due  to  that  great  man,  which 
'had  been  retained  by  the  state,  upon  the  sale  of  his 
property,  to  defray  the  expense  of  “a  too  celebrat- 
ed trial.”  “But,”  observed  M.  de  Corcelles,  “if  she 
be  thus  indemnified  as  the  victim  of  an  inquisitous 
Judgment,  France  is  thronged  with  similar  victims. 
Doubtless  the  ill  fated  general  had  more  than  once 
led  our  battalions  to  victory;  but  French  banners  do 
not  shade  his  tomb,  and  bitter  regrets  were  mingled 
with  his  latest  breath.  Let  us  not  disturb  his  ashes; 
but  let  us  never  forget  the  lessons  of  our  own  his- 
tory; Bayardi  when  expiring  under  the  murderous 


steel  of  the  foes  of  bis  country,  thought  himself 
more  happy  than  the  constable  de  Bourbon,  trium- 
phant at  the  head  of  an  enemy’s  army.”  {Liveig 
animation;  general  Foy  and  other  liberal  deputies 
called  for  the  printing  of  this  speech). 

M.  Castel  Bajac  observed  that  Moreau  fought  and 
died  in  the  cause  of  his  sovereign. 

The  pensions  of  the  last  year,  charged  on  the  roy- 
al treasury,  were — 

Civil, 2,340,000 

Military,  . . „ . . . 52,000,000 

Ecclessiastical,  - , . , 10,900,000 

Additions  to  the  appropriations  for  the 
following  ministers: 

Of  the  interior,  630,390 

Of  war,  270,000 

Of  justice,  360,000 

Of  finance,  502,260 

1,762,659 


Francsy_  69,002,650 
This  was  proposed  to  be  reduced  four  millions 
the  ensuingyear. 


SPAIN. 

It  is  stated  that  Mr.  JMeadCf  so  celebrated  for  Ills 
suffering's  in  Spain,  has  atlast  accomplished  a settle- 
ment of  his  claims,  and  to  receive  between  4 and 
500,000  dols.  from  the  government  of  that  country. 

All  Frenchmen  that  were  confined  in  Spain  or 
her  possessions,  for  being  without  passports,  or  as 
spies,  or  as  being  connected  with  the  insurgents, 
have  been  released. 

The  place  at  Toledo,  wherein  the  accursed  inqui- 
sition  was  accustomed  to  amuse  themselves  by  roast- 
ing people  alive,  has  been  demolished,  and  a co- 
lumn erected  to  mark  the  unhallowed  spot. 

The  plague  prevails  at  Majorca — but  some  parts 
of  the  island  are  yet  exempted  from  this  terrible 
disease. 


»erm:ant,  5cc. 

Briijsh  goods  were  so  muck  sacrificed  at  some  of 
the  late  fairs  in  Germany,  that  they  are  stated  to 
have  been  given  away. 

It  is  said  that  the  new  constitution  of  the  Prussian 
monarchy  will  be  published  on  the  3d  August,  the 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  the  sovereign. 

EAST  INDIES. 

Accounts  from  Java  say  that  the  numerous  fail- 
ures in  the  United  States  have  caused  the  greatest 
distress  in  that  Island. 


TURKET. 

We  hcaj"  much  of  the  preparations  of  the  grand 
signior  to  reduce  Ali,  pacha  of  Janina.  He  has 
taken  the  town  of  Salona  and  put  the  Turkish  gar- 
rison to  the  sword.  The  Turkish  flotilla  has  captur- 
ed a vessel  from  Leghorn  laden  with  supplies  for 
him  —they  have  several  ships  of  war  off  the  coast. 
An  interview  had  taken  place  between  Ali  pacha, 
and  sir  Thomas  Maitland,  the  British  satrap  in  the 
Ionian  islands.  The  former  demanded  that  “the  sti- 
pulations which  date  from  the  time  of  the  Venetian 
republic”  which  prohibits  the  Turkish  fleets  from 
navigating  the  Adriatic  and  Ionian  seas,  shall  be 
maintained.  Sir  T.  Maitland  declined  answering 
the  question. 

One  hundred  and  thirty  ships  have  arrived  since 
the  defeat  of  the  Arabs  by  the  English,  and  the  na- 
vigation of  the  Tigris  is  quite  safe  since  Sadik  Bey 
(brother  to  the  last  pacha,)  who  excited  the  Arabs 
to  revolt,  has  fled  to  Persia. 

The  English  have  established  packet  boats  be- 
tween Bagdad  and  Bossorab,  which  sail  down  the 
Euphrates  in  a very  short  time,  and  take  12  days  to 
sail  up  the  river. 
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Const aniinople,  May  26.  On  the  IT'th,  a great  fire 
broke  out  in  the  quarter  of  the  Jews,  which  consum- 
ed 3^0  houses. 

bakbaby  powebs. 

The  Algerine  squadron  has  sailed,  destination 
unknown. 

BKirlSH  nobth  amebica. 

The  following  statement  of  vessels  arrived  at 
Liverpool  from  the  British  colonies  ofNoirk  Ame- 
rica, during  the  last  six  years,  will  show  the  increas- 


Years. 

Vessels, 

Tonnage. 

Men. 

2814 

99 

26,235' 

1,310 

1815 

161 

. 42,668 

2,135 

1816 

181 

48,127 

2,448 

1817 

164 

43,463 

2,175 

1818 

334 

80,560 

4,625 

1819 

320 

84,570 

4,245 

SOUTH 

AMEIUCA. 

Gen.  Macgregor,  who  made  so  much  noise  in 
Venezuela  a few  years  since,  is  now  said  to  live  se- 
cluded at  Gonaives,  with  very  few  followers — yet 
still  meditating  grand  expeditions. 

COLOMBIAN  KEPUBLTC. 

We  now  present  to  our  readers  a translation  of 
the  letter  of  Morillo,  addressed  to  the  congressa  at 
Angostura,  dated  on  the  17th  of  June  last,  upon  the 
subject  of  his  proclamation,  together  with  the  an- 
swer given  thereto  by  congress — from  which  the 
friends  of  liberty  will  be  able  to  form  their  own 
conclusions. — Aurora^ 

'To  their  high  mightinesses  the  congress,  assembled  at 
Guyana. 

High  and  mtgktt  louds — Your  high  mightinesses 
are  acquainted  with  the  late  events  on  the  penin 
sula,  and  with  the  triunijih  of  the  general  opinion 
of  the  nation  in  the  re-establishment  of  tlie  consti- 
tution of  the  Spanish  monarchy,  sanctioned  at  Cadiz 
in  the  year  1812,  by  the  universal  suffrages  of  the 
representatives  of  both  hemispheres.  Having  re- 
ceived positive  orders  from  the  constitutional  mo- 
narch o f the  Spains,  to  enter  into  a juat  and  gener- 
ous accommodation,  which  will  re-unite  all  the  fa- 
mily, in  order  to  enjoy  the  advantages  of  our  politi- 
cal regeneration,  and  to  put  an  end  to  fatal  effects 
of  a division  generated  by  the  desire  to  be  free 
from  oppression,  that,  by  a false  calculation,  had 
been  considered  peculiar  to  these  countries,  not- 
withstanding that  it  had  been  transcedental  to  all 
the  empire,  I take  upon  myself  to  make  known  to 
your  high  mightinesses,  that  I liave  opened  commu- 
nications with  the  superior  military  chief  of  your 
government,  and  with  his  subalterns,  proposing  to 
them  a suspension  of  hostilities,  until  the^realization 
of  a reconciliation  which  has  been  confided  to  bri- 
gadier don  Thomas  Cires,  governor  of  Cumana,  and 
don  Jose  Domingo  Duarte,  inteudant  of  the  army, 
and  gen.  superintendant  of  the  finances,  appointed 
commissioners  near  your  mightinesses,  on  the  just 
basis  of  equality  and  reciprocity,  honorable  to  both 
parties. 

I have  given  orders  to  my  subalterns  to  make 
suspension  of  hostilities,  and  to  remain  in  their  se- 
veral positions,  without  making  any  movements, 
unless  they  shall  be  first  attacked. 

As  a military  chief,  subject  to  subordination,  the 
fundamental  basis  of  my  career,  1 have  made  war; 
as  a reconcillator,  I take  upon  me,  with  the  greatest 
pleasure,  and  in  the  same  spirit  of  subordination,  to 
displ.ny  the  principles  of  liberality,  with  which  the 
king  and  tire  nation  have  authorized  me,  to  estab- 
lish peace  and  reconciliation  between  tlie  two  peo- 
ple, Spaniards  by  nature,  and  by  the  Course  of  ac- 


tual circumstances,  worthy  to  participate  in  the  re- 
form  of  our  political  institutions. 

Your  high  mightinesses  must  cast  away  from  a'ouj' 
remembrance,  as  well  as  f Jo  from  this  moment,  the 
odiousness  oj  the  ivar,  a'  ^ bestow  all  our  regards  on 
the  sweet  and  smiling  hope  of  re -uniting  sons  with 
Iheiv  fathers,  brothers  with  brethren,  friends  with 
I friends,  and  Spanuirds  to  Spaniards,  who  had  been 
I separated  by  a fatality,  in  order  to  reciprocate  our 
felicitations  on  the  happy  opportunities  v/hich  a 
conciliatory  constitution  presents  us,  which,  by  com- 
mon consent,  we  can  ameliorate,  when  tlie  practi- 
cal operation  oi'  affairs ^nd  experience  shall  point 
out  its  necessity. 

1 he  constitution  equalizes  th.Q  representation  of  qjl 

the  people — no  one  is  dependent  on  the  x.iker ofco%irse 

they  are  free  and  independent:  I’o  the  sufii  ages  of 
this  representation  is  assigned  the  authority  to 
make  theselaws  which  we  are  to  observe,  as  well 
as  the  econon^ical  regulations  by  which  ouragricul- 
ture  shall  be  governed,  as  well  as  our  commerce, 
all  the  arts  and  every  kind  of  industry  free  from 
those  odious  monopolies  which  the  avaricious  poli- 
cy of  the  past  centuries  had  imposed  on  every  peo- 
ple. 

The  commissioners  will  explain  to  your  high 

mightInessestheelementsofreconciliation,andIam 

fully  persuaded  that  affection  and  benevolence  w'ill 
renew  and  fix  their  fraternity,  jiotwithstanding  that 
for  the  moment  considerations  of  distrust,  arising 
out  of  past  events— epochs  truly  of  fury  and  des- 
peration— your  high  mightinesses  may  for  a moment 
refuse  to  adopt  the  propositions  of  the  nation,  ema- 
nating from  the  predilection  by  which  it  is  animat- 
ed, of  making  the  triumph  common  to  all  the  Span- 
ish possessions,  in  all  the  quarters  of  the  globe 
where  its  laws  have  reached,  and  where,  with  bet- 
ter dispositions,  the  new  institutions  will  now  fie 
received. 

What  a delightful  metamorphose  for  all  of  is, 
when  we  shall  be  re-united,  and  1 shall  be  enabled 
to  divest  myself  of  the  habiliments  of  war,  and 
witliout  any  other  distinction  than  of  a pacific 
Spanish  citizen,  participating  in  common  in  tlie 
public  celebration  of  the  triumph  obtained  recipro- 
cally over  our  passions.  Until  this  happy  event 
shall  be  consummated,  your  high  mightinesses  can- 
not appreciate  the  difference  between  a general 
and  a citizen,  who  has  a constitutional  honor  to  be 
the  most  humble  servant  of  your  high  mightinesses. 

PABLO  MORILLO. 

Head-quarters,  Caraccas,  .June  \7 ih,  1820, 

Answer  of  Congress. 

Sin — The  sovereign  congress  which  has  been 
convoked  in  an  extraordinary  session,  to  take  cog> 
nizance  of  a letter  from  you,  dated  the  17th  June* 
1820,  from  the  head  quarters  at  Caraccas — in  whicli 
you  have  communicated  that  brigadier  general 
Thomas  Cires,  and  Domingo  Duarte,  were  appoint- 
ed commissioners  to  proceed  to  this  city  with  the 
object  of  soliciting  the  union  of  this  country  with 
the  constitutional  monarchy  of  Spain,  and  that  the 
said  commissioners  will  explain  tiie  elements  of 
reconciliation  proposed  by  the  nations — has,  in  the 
public  session  of  the  11th  instant,  deliberated,  and 
resolved,  that  the  following  decree  shall  be  trans- 
mitted  to  you  as  their  answer; 

DECBEi;. 

The  sovereign  congress  of  Columbia,  anxious  to 
see  peace  re-established,  will  hear  with  pleasure 
tile  prcjiosals  which  may  be  made  on  the  ]iavt  of 
the  Spanish  government,  provided  they  shall  have 
for  their  end  the  absolute  acknowledgment  of  the 
entire  fovereignty  and  indeperderme  <:'’f  t^ierenub- 


4^4 


NILES’'  REGISTER—AUGUST  26,  1820 -CHRONICLE. 


lie  of  Colombia;  and  that  they  will  not  admit  any 
other  overture,  which  shall  not  conform  to  this  prin- 
ciple, proclaimed  by  the  government,  as  well  as  by 
the  people  at  different  epochas. 

The  president  of  the  sryereign  congress  has  the 
honor  to  remain  your  ver^v, humble  servant, 

FERD.  PENALVER,  President  of  Congress. 
Palace  of  the  Coiigressy  at  jVeiu  Quyana^ 

\Zth  July,  1820 — tenth  year. 

Philip  de  la  Piaxe,  Secretary. 

To  Don  Pablo  JHorillo. 


CHRONICLE. 

Tlie  U.  S.  brig  Ente^/u'^-^y  touched  at  Charleston 
on  the  9th  inst-  on  Her  way  from  Havana,  Jamaica, 
Sec.  to  New-York.  She  brought  home  five  persons 
who  had  been  detained  at  Havana,  as  patriot  pri- 
soners, and  also  200,000  dollars  in  specie,  from  Ja- 
maica, for  a house  in  New-York. 

A duel  was  lately  fought  near  Petersburg,  Va.  in 
which  the  parties,  being  excellent  marksmen,  kill- 
ed each  other.  One  died  on  the  spot,  the  other 
two  hours  after  the  battle.  This  is  well. 

Died,  on  the  12th  inst.  at  Brooklyn,  N.  Y.  Mr. 
Francis  Guy,  landscape  painter,  late  of  Baltimore, 
in  the  6lst  year  of  his  age. 

, in  Indiana,  an  infant,  whose  death  was  the 

first  that  had  happened  in  the  family  of  Mr.  “Jesse 
Vawter,  whose  children  and  grand  children  were 
fifth  eight.*' 

The  shakers  of  Canterbury  and  Enfield,  N.  H. 
have  given  ^500  for  the  relief  of  the  sufferers  by 
the  late  fire  at  Troy. 

Washington  city.  The  secretary  of  state  is  the 
only  head  of  a department  now  at  the  seat  of  go- 
vernment. 

JVeTv-Tork.  A respectable  citizen  of  Philadel- 
phia, from  the  infected  district,  has  died  of  the 
yellow-fever  at  New' -York. 

Louisiana.  Thomas  B.  Robertson,  esq.  is  elected 
governor  of  this  state,  and  .Edwai’d  Livingston,  esq. 
chosen  as  its  representative  in  congress. 

Wool.  A waggon,  drawn  by  seven  horses,  with 
three  tons  of  merino  wool  on  board,  w^as  lately  pass- 
ed on  a road  from  New-Hampshire,  for  the  facto- 
i-y  at  Danvers,  Mass. 

Courts  martial.  By  division  orders,  published  by 
direction  of  major-general  Brown,  it  appears  that 
major  Abraham  R.  Wooley,  of  the  corps  of  ordnance, 
and  captain  Hezekiah  .Johnson,  assist,  dept,  quarter- 
master-gen. have  been  tried  on  charges  preferred 
against  them  by  post-surgeon  Hanson  Catlett,  and 
were  botli  honorably  acqtiitted,  the  charges  ex- 
hibited being  pronounced  **vexatious,  unfounded 
and  malicious" — “for  the  purpose  of  malice  and  gra- 
tification of  rancour.”  It  seems  to  us  that  a provi- 
sion which  belongs  to  an  ancient  institution,  might, 
perhaps,  be  usefully  applied  by  courts  martial — if 
a person  fails  to  substantiate  a charge  preferred 
• against  his  fellow,  the  accuser  shall  be  liable  to  the 
pains  and  penalties  that  would  have  been  inflicted 
on  the  other,  if  found  guilty. 

Counterfeits.  A grand  nest  has  been  broken  up, 
which  had  its  head  quarters  in  the  city  of  New- 
York,  where  many  agents,  men  and  women,  were 
in  regular  employ  in  passing  off  notes.  It  is  sup- 
posed that  this  gang  has  cirevdated  forged  bills  to 
»,he  amount  of  §300,000!  'I’heir  work  shops  were 
in  Canada.  A fellow  has  been  arrested  at  Norfolk 
with  an  assortment  of  counterfeits — he  was  a pedlar. 
Iiood  imitations  of  the  two  dollar  notes  of  the  Ha- 


vre-de- Grace  bank  are  abundant— all  of  that  de- 
nomination should  be  refused.  The  source  from 
whence  have  issued  the  streams  of  counterfeits  on 
the  Baltimore,  Annapolis,  and  Havre-de-Grace 
banks,  has  been  discovered  to  be  at  the  house  of  a 
Henry  Freburger,  a baker  in  Baltimore,  where  forg- 
ed bills  to  large  amount,  supposed  to  be  from  the 
manufactories  in  Canada,  were  taken  out  of  a jar 
buried  in  the  cellar.  It  is  believed  that  forged  notes 
to  the  amount  of  30,000  dollars  have  been  distribut- 


ed from  this  wholesale  shop  of  villainy.  Frebur- 
ger made  his  escape,  but  we  trust  will  be  arrest- 
ed. He  is  a man  well  known,,  and  the  pursuit  it  hot, 
rr.u_  k;ii-  e.  i given  as  follows  : 

Havre-de-Grace  bank,  §2,440 
Franklin  bk.  of  Baltimore  3,036 
do  do  do  1,084 
Georgetown  (D.  C.)  2,244 

Phoenix  bank  of  New-York  10' 
Mechanics’  bank  do  3" 

Mechanics’  and  Farmers’ 

bank  of  Albany  2 


1,220 

S2 

Notes, 

1,518 

do 

do 

1,084 

SI 

do 

748 

S3 

do 

2 

S5 

do 

1 

S3 

do 

1 

§2 

do 

§8,819^ 

Stock  .TOD ETXf}.  AVe  are  sorryto  believe  that 
jobbing  in  stocks  begins  to  be  something  like  a re- 
gular business  in  the  United  States.  We  are  oppos- 
ed to  every  sort  of  trade  winch  brings  forth  no  fruit 
— a dealing  in  stocks  to  the  amount  of  50  millions 
a year  will  not  produce  a thing  of  value  to  the  coun- 
try equal  to  that  of  a grain  of  corn,  though  it  may 
enrich  some  and  beggar  others.  The  following  arti- 
cle, from  the  New-York  “American,”  accounts  for 
the  late  fluctuations  in  the  prices  of  the  stock  of 
the  U.S. bank: 

“Owing  to  the  vast  amount  of  unemployed  capi- 
tal in  our  principal  cities,  a system  of  speculation 
(we  might  call  it  gambling)  in  the  stocks  is  grow- 
ing up,  which,  tho’  cari’ied  on  with  somewhat  less 
craft,  apci  mystery,  and  slang,  than  upon  the  Stock 
Exchange  in  J^ondon,  bids  fair  to  rival  the  doings 
of  that  great  mart,  in  the  sudden  fluctuations  to 
which  it  exposes  the  public  stocks.  It  is  from  the 
effects  of  this  system  that  we  have  lately  seen  U.  S. 
bank  stock  one  day  at  lOff,  and  in  three  or  four 
days  after  at  103,  without  the  occurrence  of  any 
thing  in  the  intermediate  time  which  could  at  all 
vary  the  intrinsic  value  of  the  stock.  This  is  brought 
about  in  the  following  manner:  contracts  are  made 
for  stock  at  a stipulated  price,  payable  and  deli- 
verable at  some  distant  day.  Itmay  so  happen,  as  we 
understand  was  recently  the  case,  that  many  of 
these  contracts  for  large  amounts  become  due  about 
the  same  time;  the  sellers  must  make  good  their 
contracts  whatever  be  the  price  of  stock,  and  their 
competition  therefore  alone  would  tend  to  raise 
the  price.  But  it  is  also  the  interest  of  the  buyers 
that  the  price  should  be  enhanced — for,  all  above 
the  rate  at  which  they  stipulated  to  receive  the 
stock,  is  so  much  clear  gain  to  them;  by  a little  ju- 
dicious management,  therefore,  they  can  give  a lit- 
tle lift  to  the  stock,  and  thus,  between  buyers  and 
sellers,  it  is  suddenly  run  up  to  an  unreasonable 
height,  until  the  contracts  are  completed,  when  it 
as  suddenly  falls  back.” 

Washington  City.  The  corner  stone  of  a building 
intended  for  a City  Flail,  was  laid  at  Washington,  ou 
Tuesday  last,  in  ample  masonic  form,  in  the  pre- 
sence of  a great  multitude  of  people — after  w’hichr 
there  was  an  address  and  an  oration,  &.c.  It  is  stated 
that  the  designed  building,  when  completed,  will 
rival  the  capitol  in  its  dimensions. 
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